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265.  Fees  of  Representative  in  Litigatum  as  to  FnAato  of 

266.  Costs  of  Parties  in  Will  Contesta 

267.  TnhOT4t^i>«  lazea 


268.  'Widow's  Allowance 

269.  Quantum  of  Allowance 

270.  Waiver  of  Widow's  Allowance 
27L  ConSict  of  Laws 

272.  Allowaneea  to  Childrai 


273.  Payment  of  L^des 

274.  Necessity  of  Assent 

275.  Liability  of  Executor  on  Promises  to  Legatoat 

276.  Right  of  Set-off  and  of  Retainer 

277.  Applications  of  Principle  of  Retainer 

278.  Effect  on  Assignments  and  Liens 

279.  Right  of  Retainer  as  Affecting  Real  Estate 


280.  In  Oeneral 

28L  Prorating  of  Claims 

282.  Refunding  of  Payments 

283.  Erroneous  Payments  to  Hdn 

284.  Payments  to  Creditors 

285.  Erroneous  Payments  of  L^aeies 

286.  Remedies  to  Recover  Amounts  Paid  L^teea 

287.  Refunding  Bonds 


288.  In  General 

289.  Expenses  of  Funeral  and  Last  Illness 

290.  Administration  E.vpensea  and  Allowances  to  Defendants 

291.  Taxes  and  Debto  Dne  State 

292.  Miseellaneons  Priorities 


Acnovs  BT  FxBSOHAii  RiPBBssNTAxnm  AND  ZH  Bksiu  or  ^g"***lt 

203.  In  General 

294.  Duty  to  Brin;;  Suits 

295.  Exclusive  Right  of  Personal  Representative 

296.  Actions  by  Heirs  in  Absence  of  Executor  or  Administrator 

297.  Effect  of  Special  Circumstances 

298.  Actions  Concerning  Estates  of  Deeeased  Faitiuni 

299.  Set-off  in  Actions  by  Bepresentativea 


AUJOWAMim 


iMflOLvaKT  Emm 


Pberrkkcbs  ard  pRKMonn 


IZ.  Actions 


9 


EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTRATORS       U  B.  C.  L. 


300.  Necessity  of  Set-off  Being  in  Same  Right 

301.  Statute  of  Limitations  in  Actions  by  RepresentatiTa 

302.  Burvivotsbip  in  Actions  by  Eueutois  and  Administntoxt 


303.  Duty  to  Collect  Assets  Generally 

304.  Liability  for  Failure  to  Collect  Assets 

305.  Actions  at  Law  for  the  Recovery  of  Assets 

306.  Proceediogs  in  Equity 

307.  Summary  Proceedings  for  Disooveiy  of  Assets 

308.  Right  of  Diatributeea  and  Creditois  to  Pursue  Aaseta 


309.  Common  Law  Right  of  Personal  Representative  Generally 

310.  Right  as  Affected  by  Solvency  or  Insolvency  of  Estottt 

311.  Statutory  Avoidance  of  Fraudulent  Conveyances 

312.  Separate  Actions  by  Creditoia 


313.  Rights  of  Heirs  as  to  Actions  Affecting  Real  Estate 

314.  Ejectment  by  Executor  or  Administrator 
316.  Actions  on  Covenants 

316.  Actions  to  Quiet  Title 


Actions  against  Ezkcdtobs  abd  Adhinist&atcss 


317.  Defense  of  Suits  against  Estate 

318.  Extent  of  Jurisdiction  of  Probate  Court 

319.  Necessity  of  Demand  before  Suit 

320.  Actions  against  Executor  or  Administrator  on  Covenants 

321.  Survivorship  of  Causes  of  Action  against  Estate 

322.  Specific  Performance  of  Decedent's  Contracts 

323.  Actions  to  Recover  Property  Not  Belonging  to  Decedent 

324.  Actions  as  to  Leveies  and  Shares 

325.  Attachment  and  Ghuni^ment 


326.  Generally 

327.  Actions  Involving  Real  Estate 

328.  Pleading  and  Proof  of  Capacity 

329.  Suit  in  Individual  or  in  Representative  Capad^ 

330.  Election  to  Sue  in  Either  Capacity 

331.  Averments  as  to  Capacity  of  Plaintiff 

332.  Averments  as  to  Capacity  of  Defendant 

333.  Joinder  of  Causes  in  Difbrent  Capaeitisi 


AcnoHS  TO  RioovBt  Assm 


AcnoNs  TO  Avoid  DiciinNT's  CoMVXTANcn 


Actions  as  to  Real  Estati 


Pabtiks 


Pleas 


334.  Plene  Administrant 

335.  Ne  Unques  Execute  or  Administrator 

336.  HiaoeUaneonB  Pleas 
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337.  Jadgments  on  Claims  Generally 

338.  Conformity  of  Judgment  to  Capacity  of  Defendant 

339.  Personal  Judgment  against  Represeotativa 
Form  of  Jsd^nent  to  Bind  Estate  Only 

Costs 

341.  In  Actions  on  Decedent's  Transactions 

342.  In  Actions  on  Own  Transactions 

343.  Liability  of  Representative  as  Defendant 

344.  Right  to  Sue  or  Defend  in  Forma  Pauperis 

Z.  Administration  Bonds 

Fork  and  NscaasiTr  C9  Bomm 

345.  Necessity  of  Bonds  ' 

Conditions  of  Administzation  Btmds 

347.  Amount  of  Bond 

348.  Joint  and  Several  Bonds 

349.  Irregularities  as  to  Bonds 

350.  Defects  in  Ezeeution  and  Signing 

Conditions  akd  Eztknt  or  Liabilitt  oh  ABxzmsxBAXunr  Bohm  ■ 

SSL  Liability  on  Bonds  in  General 
352.  Term  and  Duration  of  Liability 

363.  Release  and  Snbrtitation  of  Bonds  * 

354.  BreMhes  of  Bonds 

355.  liability  for  Claims  and  Debts 

356.  Liability  as  to  Debts  of  Executor  to  Estate 

357.  Exemption  from  Liability  as  to  Acts  of  £xeent(tf  as  ^rastes 

358.  Liability  in  R^ard  to  Assets  of  Estate 

359.  LiabUity  as  to  Real  Estate 

AonoHS  oir  Adhikisisatioh  Bohm 

360.  Right  «f  Action  on  Bonds 

361.  Courts  and  Venue  in  Suits  on  Bonds 

362.  Actions  by  Representatives  against  Own  Sureties 

363.  Contribution 

364.  Subrogation 

JuDOHBNTS  oir  Boms 

Sffi.  Necessity  of  Judgment  against  Principal 

366.  ConelusivenMs  of  Judgments 

367.  View  that  Judgment  Is  Prima  Fkeie  as  against  Snreties 

XL  Sales 

NATUn  IHD  PdWOSS  OV  SiLIB  BT  EzaOOTOBfl  Aim  ASimrUIBiTOBS 

368.  Purposes  of  Sales  Generally 

369.  Sales  for  Purposes  of  Distribution 
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STL  Jurifldiotional  Facta 

StATUTORT  PlIOCEBDINaS  VOE  Sazs 

372.  Neeesrity  of  Compliance  with  Statatea 

373.  Validity  of  Special  Legislation 

None*  AB  TO  PBOCKZDINaa 
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376.  Manner  of  Qiving  Notice 

377.  Form  and  Contenta  of  Notice 
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379.  Notice  to  Minors 

PsrmoN  n»  Sum 

380.  Petitions  as  Conferring  Jarisdiction 

381.  Form  of  Petition  Generally 

382.  Essential  Averments 

383.  Sufficiency  of  Allegations 

384.  Who  May  File  Petition;  Tima 

Mannke  Axm  Tnn  or.  Sali 

385.  Necessity  of  Public  Sale 

386.  Time  and  Place  of  Sale 

387.  Bidding  and  Enforcement  of  Bids;  Credit 

388.  PidUng  and  Deterring  of  Bidders 

Obders  or  CouBT  and  Judicial  CovTSOft 

380.  Control  4if  Conrt  over  Sales 

390.  Power  of  Conrt  to  Fix  Terms  of  Sab 

391.  Necessity  of  Order  of  Court 

392.  Issuance  of  Second  Order 

393.  Iiregolarities  and  Omissions  in  Order 

Bond,  Oath  amd  Appraisaxi 

394.  Bonds  Incident  to  Sale 
396.  Oath 

396.  Appraisal 

Debts  and  Pnoor  or  Dmxs 

397.  Existence  of  Debts  as  Qroond  for  Sale 

398.  Character  of  Debts 

399.  Liquidation  of  Debts 

400.  Proof  of  Existence  of  Indebtedness 

401.  Judicial  Finding  of  Fact  of  Indebtedness 

402.  Sates  to  Pay  Debts  Barred  by  Statute  of  T.;w.i*.H«mff 

403.  What  Period  of  Delay  Bars 

RiAi/rr  SuBjsoT  to  Salb 

404.  Generally 
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405.  What  Interests  and  Estates  in  Realty  May  B«  SoU 

406.  Quantity  of  Land 

407.  Sale  Subject  to  Liens 

408.  Partition  as  AiEectiug  Sale 

Sales  oi  pBtsoHALxf 

400.  Generally 

410.  Kecessiiy  of  Order  of  Conit 

411.  Manner  of  Saio 

412.  Pledges 

413.  Sales  of  SkTaa 

Cavut  Ehptob 

414.  Applicability  of  Doctrine  Generally 
416.  Kiglit  of  Purchaser  to  Relief 

416.  Effect  of  Represeotative's  Fraod  Generally 

417.  Knowledge  of  Fraud 

418.  Duty  to  See  to  AppUeation  of  Purchase  Mon^ 

Salks  bt  Go-exscdtobs  and  SuRvivoasHiP  A5  TO  Saum 

419.  Necessity  of  All  Co-executors  Qualifying  and  Joining  in  Bt3» 

420.  Necessity  of  Joinder  by  All  Who  Qualify  ' 

421.  Survivorship  as  to  Powers  of  Sale 

422.  Powers  of  Sale  Passing  to  Administratozs  De  Bcmis  Nob 

PUBCHASl  BT  EXXCDTOB  OB  AOKIinSXBAlOi 

423.  Limitation  on  Right  of  Purchase 

424.  Effect  of  Statutes 

425.  Persons  Falling  within  Prohibition 

426.  Who  May  Raise  Objection 

427.  Remedies  in  Event  of  Purchase 

428.  Rights  of  Purchaser 

429.  Prohibition  of  Indirect  Purchases 

430.  Exceptional  Circumstances 

431.  Capacity  in  Which  Purchase  Is  Made 

432.  Purchase  under  Judgments 

433.  Purchases  of  Dower  Rights  and  Literests  of  VUbm 

CoNvnouiKW  OP  SiUi 

434.  Return  to  Court 

435.  Necessity  of  Con6rmation ;  Objections 

436.  Effeet  of  CouAnnation  of  Irr^ular  Sales 

437.  Effect  on  Void  Proceedings 

438.  Gonfinnation  as  fixing  ^gbts  of  Parties 

AvoiDANca  or  Siuf 

439.  Gtomids  for  Avtriding  Sales 

440.  Remedies  for  Avoidance  of  Sales 

441.  Right  to  Disregard  Void  Sales 

442.  Effeet  of  Laches  Generally 

443.  Partienlar  Periods  of  Delay 
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444.  In  Gowral 

445.  What  Constitatei  Fimnd 

44fi.  Inadequacy  of  Price  aa  Evidence  of  TtkoA 

447.  Who  May  Raise  Objection 

448.  Righto  in  Event  of  Avoidance  of  Bala 

SnBUXiATioH  OK  Vom  Sim 

449.  Ifigbt  to  Subrogation 

460.  View  that  Subrogation  Will  Not  Be  Permitted 
451.  Who  Are  Entitled  to  Subn>gation 
462.  Right  of  Purehaaer  to  lieirabursement 

453.  Iden  of  Purchaser  until  tiepayment 

Collateral  Attack  oh  Salis 

454.  Oeneral  Principles 

465.  Immunity  from  Collateral  Attack 

456.  Protection  Afforded  Purchaser  by  Decree 

467.  Filing;  of  Proper  Petition  aa  Protection 

458.  Collateral  Attack  aa  to  Neceaaity  of  Sale 

459.  Irregularities  as  to  Notice 

460.  MiscellantouB  Irregularities 

461.  lUustrationa  of  JDelecis  tendering  Proceedings  Void 

Dkbds 

462.  Right  of  Purchaser  to  Deed 

463.  Form  of  Deed 

464.  Kffect  of  Deed 

465.  Recording  Acts  as  Affecting  Deeds 

466.  Conveyance  by  Executors  Who  Have  Personal  Interesto 

Wabrantiks 

467.  Generally 

468.  Liabilities  Based  on  Warranties 

ESTWPBL  AS  TO  ADHIKISTRATKXff  SaUS 

469.  Application  of  Principles  of  Estoppel 

470.  Estoppel  of  Heirs,  h^atevB,  and  Widow 
47L  Estoppel  of  Minors 

■    RiOORD  A8  SunAIHIHG  VAUDITr  OF  SaUES 

472.  In  Oeneral 

473.  Notice  and  Time  of  Sale  as  Disclosed  by  Record 

474.  EfCect  of  Recitals 

PBXSUXPnONS  A8  TO  SalIS 

476.  General  Principles 

476.  Presumptions  as  to  Particular  Matters 

477.  Time  as  Afleeting  Pzesnmptioiu 
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487.  Effect  of  Power  as  Working  Convernon 
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492.  Equality  of  Title 

493.  Equality  of  Control 

494.  Survival  of  Powers  Generally 

496.  Survival  of  Powers  of  Sale 

LtABUJTiXB  or  Co-Exxctmnta  akd  Co-Ancnrxemurat 

^8.  limitation  of  Liability  to  Assets  in  Personal  Possession 

497.  Inactivity  as  Affecting  Liability  for  Acts  of  Co-Exeentiw 

498.  Lialnlity  from  Participation  and  Approval 

499.  N^Iigenee  in  Failing  to  Prevent  Devastavit 

600.  liability  as  to  Assets  Handed  Over  to  Co-Represeatativs 

601.  Joint  Receipt  as  Affecting  Liability 

502.  Joint  Account  as  Admission  of  Liability 
603.  Hntusl  liability  as  between  Co-Representatives 

Actions  and  Bonds 

504.  Litigation  Involving  Joint  Representatives 
506.  Bonds  of  Co-Eveeutors  and  Co-Administrators 

506.  Bonds  as  Basis  of  Liability 

507.  Actions  between  Co-Executors  and  Co-Administrators 

Zm.  Administrators  D.  B.  N.  and  C.  T.  A. 
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608.  Appointment  of  Administrators  De  Bonis  Non 
50U.  Necessity  of  Making  Appointment 
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613.  Title  as  against  Executor  of  Exeentor 

514.  Right'vs  against  Administrator  of  Administrator 

515.  Privity  between  Administrators  in  Chief  and  D.  B,  K. 

516.  Binding  Effect  of  Predecessor's  Acts 

517.  Right  to  Exercise  Powers  Conferred  in  Will 
618.  Power  to  Condoet  Business  of  Deeedeut 
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519.  Id  General 

520.  Avoidance  of  Fraudulent  Conveyances  of  Predecessor 
531.  Succession  to  Pending  Litigation 
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523.  Rnle  at  Common  Law 

624.  Statutory  Rule 

625.  Particular  Actions  Maintainable  against  Predecessor 

626.  limitationa  as  to  Right  of  Action 
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Qeheral  Rights  and  Powzbs 

627.  Distinctions  as  to  Domiciliary  and  Ancillary  Administratioa 

628.  Nature  of  Domiciliary  Administration 

629.  Powers  of  Ancillary  Administrators 

530.  Right  of  Domiciliary  Representative  to  Procure  Ancillary  Letten 
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532.  Territorial  Limitation  of  Authority 
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543.  Accountability  of  Domiciliary  Representative  as  to  Transmitted  Assets 
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555.  Immunity  of  Foreign  Executors  and  Administrators  from  Suit 
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L  IXTRODTTCTOST 

In  Qeneral 

1.  Scope  of  Article^While  tiie  title  of  this  article  is  broad  enough 
to  cover  every  phase  of  the  law  which  relates  to  the  rights,  duties, 
power  and  liahilities  of  personal  representatives,  it  is  customarily  lim- 
ited to  the  matter  of  the  general  administration  of  the  estates  of  dece- 
dents as  indicated  by  the  forgoing  analysis.  The  related  matters, 
which  are  treated  under  other  titles  in  this  work,  are  the  settlement  of 
R.  a  L.  ToL  XI^2.  17 
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partneTBhip  affairs  by  surviving  partners,*  the  administration  of  com- 
munity property,*  the  powers  and  duties  of  personal  representatives 
with  respect  to  the  probate  of  wills,'  the  devolution  by  law  or  the 
transmission  by  will  of  decedents'  estates,*  and  the  general  matter  of 
testamentary  powers  and  trusts.*  It  is  also  to  be  observed  that  this, 
like  alt  other  legal  topics,  has  many  ramifications,  and  outcroppings  of 
the  subject  may  be  found  in  numerous  titles  throughout  this  work,  so 
that  it  is  usually  advisable  for  the  reader,  in  connection  with  his 
researches  here,  to  consult  the  general  index  which  covers  the  entire 
series. 

2.  Nature  of  Office. — An  executor  or  administrator  represents  the 
deceased,*  and  the  words  "legal  representative"  ordinarily  mean  the 
executor  or  administrator.'  Although  executors  and  administrators 
are  not  public  officers  within  the  commonly  accepted  meaning  of  that 
term,^  both  have  been  deemed  to  be  officers  appointed  to  settle  dece- 
dents' estates,*  and  the  positions  which  they  hold  are  frequently 
referred  to  as  being  ofliees.^"  On  tlie  otlier  bund  it  has  been  suid  that 
the  position  of  an  administrator  merely  resembles  an  office,  and  more 
strictly  speaking  is  a  trust.*'  Executors  considered  separately  from 
administrators  have  been  classified  as  trustees  rather  than  oflicers,'* 
since  their  authority  in  some  jurisdictions  is  considered  as  being 
derived  from  the  will  of  the  decedent  and  not  from  the  grant  of  letters 
testamentary/*  the  latter  being  merely  a  formal  act  to  give  effect  to 
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3.  See  Wills.  129  Ky.  21,  110  S.  W.  361,  33  Ky. 

4.  See  Descent  and  Distbibution,  U  Rep.  457,  17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1122. 
vol.  9,  p.  1;  Wills.  10.  Doe  v.  Roe,  4  Ga.  148,  48  Am. 

5.  See  Powers;  Trusts.  Dec.  216;  Martin  v.  Wynkoop,  12  Ind. 

6.  New  Orleans,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Kerr,  266,  74  Am.  Dec.  209;  Keller's  Ap- 
9  Rob.  (Ln.)  122,  41  Am.  Dec.  323;  peal,  8  Pa.  St.  288,  49  Am.  Dec.  516. 
Walsh  T.  Packard,  165  Mass.  189,  42  11.  Bowers  v.  Bowers,  26  Pa.  St. 
N.  E.  577,  52  A.  S.  R.  508,  40  L.K.A.  74,  67  Am.  Dec  398. 

321;  Bailey  v.  Dilworth,  10  Smedes  &  12.  Abbott  v.  Reeves,  49  Pa.  St. 
M.  (Miss.)  404,  48  Am.  Dec.  760.       494,  88  Am.  Dec.  510  and  note;  Pome- 

7.  Hunt  V.  Remsberg,  83  Kan.  665,  roy's  Appeal,  127  Pa.  St.  492,  18 
112  Phc.  590,  21  Ann.  Cas.  1267  and  Atl.  4,  4  UR.A.  367. 

note,  32  L.R.A.(N.S.)  246;  Matthews  13.  Berry  v.  Hamilton,  12  B.  Mon. 
V.  American  Cent.  Ins.  Co.,  154  N.  Y.  (Ky.)  191,  54  Am.  Dec.  515;  Han- 
449,  48  N.  E.  751,  61  A.  S.  R.  627,  nett  v.  Wandell,  60  N.  Y.  346,  19  Am. 
39  L.R.A.  433;  Rockland-Rbckport  Rep.  194;  Dodd  v.  Anderson,  197  N. 
Lime  Co.  v.  Leary,  203  N.  Y.  469,  97  Y.  466,  90  N.  E.  1137,  18  Ann.  Cas. 
N.  E.  43,  Ann.  Caa.  1913B  62.  738,  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  336;  Potnertjy's 

8.  Rodorigas  v.  East  River  Sav.  Appeal,  127  Pa.  St.  492,  18  AtL  4, 
I  Inst.,  76  N.  Y.  316,  32  Am.  Rep.  309.  4  L.R.A.  367. 

9.  May  v.  May,  7  Fla.  207,  G8  Am.      Note:  78  A.  8.  B.  17L 
Dee.  431;  In  le  Mulford,  217  HI.  242, 
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the  will  of  itbe  testator.**  This  reason  is  not  everywhere  recognizedi 
since  in  some  jurisdictions,  contrary  to  the  doctrine  of  the  common 
law,  the  executor  derives  his  power  and  authority  over  the  property 
of  bis  decedent  from  tlie  laws  of  the  state,  and  not  from  the  will 
itself."  But  few  courts  have  ever  attempted  to  define  precisely  the 
word  executor.  It  has  been  said,  however,  that  this  term  may  be 
defined  as  one  to  whom  a  testator  has  given  his  goods,  chattels,  and 
personal  estate,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  all  his  debts.'*  With  respect 
to  administrators  the  generally  accepted  view  is  that  they  derive  their 
powers  from  tlieir  appointment  by  a  proper  tribunal,''  and  that  the 
ofhce  is  solely  the  creature  of  the  statute.'^  Apart  from  conflicting 
views  as  to  the  foundation  of  the  power  of  executors,  the  rule  seema  to 
be  generally  acquiesced  in  that  executors  as  well  as  administrators  are 
trustees; "  that  funds  of  the  estate  in  their  hands  ere  trust  funds;  *** 
and  tliat  tliey  may  be  held  to  the  responsibilities  and  duties  of 
trustees.'  Occasionally  it  has  been  said  that  an  administrator  is  an 
^ent  who  is  created,  and  whose  powers  and  duties  are  prescribed  by 
law,*  but  this  view  has  not  met  with  general  acceptance.*  The  term 
"privity"  is  frequently  used  to  denote  mutual  or  successive  relation- 
ships to  the  same  rights  of  property.  Within  the  meaning  of  this 
term,  privity  exists  between  an  executor  and  his  testator,  and  between 
an  administrator  and  his  intestale.*  This  relationship  is  of  importance 


14.  PomeTOy*8  Appeal,  127  Pa.  St.  change  Bnnk,  4  Pa.  St.  32,  45  Am.  Dec. 
492,  18  Atl.  4,  4  L.R.A.  367.  6G5;  Wood's  Appeal,  92  Pa.  St.  379, 

15.  Bilker  v.  Cnuthorn,  23  Tnd.  App.  37  Am.  Rep.  694;  Main  v.  Brown,  72 
611.  55  N.  E.  963,  77  A.  S.  R.  443.  Tex.  605,  10  S.  W.  571,  13  A.  S.  R. 

16.  Farr  v.  Newman,  4  T.  R.  621,  823  and  note;  McKeigiie  v.  Chicago, 
2  Rev.  Rep.  479,  2  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  214.  etc.,  R.  Co.,  130  Wis.  543.  110  N.  W. 

17.  Mount  V.  Brown,  33  Miss.  560,  384,  118  A.  S.  R.  1038.  10  Ann.  Cas. 
09  Am.  Dec.  362;   Vronm  v.  Van  554,  11  L  R.A.(N.S.)  148. 

Home.  10  Paige  (N.  T.)  549,  42  Am.  20.  Abbott  v.  Reeves,  49  Pa.  St.  494, 

Dec.  94.  88  Am.  Dec.  510. 

18.  Bovd  V.  Blankman,  29  CaL  19,  1.  McKeigue  v.  Chicago  ft  N.  W. 
87  Am.  Dec  146.  R.  Co.,  130  Wis.  543,  110  N.  W.  384, 

As  to  tl-i  proposition  that  ereeuton  118  A.  S.  R;  1038,  10  Ann.  Cas.  554, 

and  admidistrators  derive  their  power  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  148. 

ttom  the  grant  of  letters  testamentary  2.  Alsop  v.  Mather,  8  Conn.  694,  21 

and  of  adminiatration,  see  infra,  par.  Am.  Dec.  703;  May  v.  May,  7  Fla. 

134  et  seq.  207,  68  Am.  Dec.  431;  Limekiller  t. 

19.  James  v.  Kelley,  107  Oa.  446,  Hannibal  &  St.  J.  R.  Co.,  33  Kan.  83, 
33  S.  E.  426^73  A.  S.  R.  135;  Lime-  5  Pac.  401,  52  Am.  Rep.  623. 
killer  v.  Hannibal  &  St.  J.  R.  Co.,  33  3.  Carter  v.  Mannfactureni'  Nat. 
Kan.  83,  5  Pae.  401,  52  Am.  Rep.  623;  Bank,  71  Me.  448,  36  Am.  Rep.  338; 
Carter  Manufiuturers'  Nat.  Bank,  Pomeroy's  Appeal,  127  Pa.  St.  492, 
71  Me."  448,  36  Ain.  Rep.  338:  Hender-  18  Atl.  4,  4  UR.A.  367. 

son  T.  Ilsl^,  11  Smedes  &  M.  (Miss.)  4.  Dow  v.  Blake,  148  ni.  76,  35  N. 

9,  49  Am.'  Dee.  41;  Babcoek  t.  Booth,  K.  761,  39  A.  S.  R.  166;  Pond  v. 

2  HiU  (N.  T.)  ISl,  38  Am.  Dee.  678;  Pond,  79  Vt  852,  66  AtL  97,  8  LJIA. 

App.  T.  Dreisbaeh,  2  Rawle  (Pa.)  (N.S.)  212. 
287,  21  Am.  Dee.  447;  Hosier  t.  Ez- 
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in  applications  of  the  principle  that  no  judgment  can  be  impeached 
for  fraud  by  one  who  is  a  party  or  privy  to  it.' 

3.  English  Statutes  Affecting  Office.— The  office  of  administrator, 
as  it  is  now  understood,  did  not  exist  in  the  ancient  common  law. 
It  was  introduced  by  the  statute  of  31  Edward  III,  which  made  it 
obligatory  on  the  ordinary  to  depute  the  next  and  most  lawful  friends 
of  the  deceased  to  administer  his  goods,  and  in  order  to  enable  tiiera 
to  do  so  gave  them  the  same  actions  as  executors  had  and  made 
them  accountable  as  executors  were.*  It  cannot  properly  be  said 
that  there  was  any  such  thing  as  an  administrator  prior  to  the  enact- 
ment of  this  statute.  Before  that  time,  where  one  died  intestate,  the 
king,  as  pater  patriae,  was  intrusted  with  the  care  of  his  estate.  In 
process  of  time  this  duty  devolved  from  the  king  to  the  ordinary,  and 
the  statute  of  Westminster  2  required  the  ordinary  to  pay  the  intes- 
tate's debts.  The  grant  of  administration  therefore  appears  to  have 
its  origin  in  the  statute  of  31  Edward  III.'  At  the  early  common 
law  the  naming  of  executors  was  considered  as  carrying  with  it  by 
implication  a  gift  or  donation  to  them  of  all  the  goods  and  chattels, 
credits  and  personal  estate  of  the  testator  remaining  after  the  pay- 
ment of  debts.*  But  by  the  terms  of  the  statute  11  Geo.  IV  &  1  Will. 
IV,  c.  40,  the  intention  that  the  executor  should  take  beneficially  the 
*  residue  that  is  undisposed  of,  must  appear  on  the  face  of  the  will.' 

Although  special  powers  are  frequently  given  by  the  will  to  executors 
broader  in  scope  than  those  which  the  law  gives  to  an  administrator, 
the  general  rule  to-day  is  that,  apart  from  such  special  powers,  the 
duties  of  executors  and  administrators  in  reference  to  the  settlement 
of  the  estate  are  substantially  the  same.  What  an  executor  can  do 
as  the  representative  of  the  deceased,  regardless  of  such  special  powers, 
an  administrator  may  usually  likewise  do.*®  The  various  statutes  of 
descent  and  distribution  have  not  modified  the  nature  of  the  office 
of  administrator.  The  latter  being  appointed  under  statutory  pro- 
visions merely  takes  the  place  of  an  executor.  Statutes  of  distribution 
are  viewed  as  providing  a  will  for  one  dying  intestate,  and  the  office  of 
administrator  is  deemed  as  being  in  every  way  comparable  to  that  of 
an  executor.^^ 


5.  Dow  V.  Blake,  148  IlL  76,  35  K.  9.  Love  v.  Gaze,  8  Bear.  472,  12 
E.  761,  39  A.  S.  R.  156.  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  20  and  note. 

6.  Dictcerson  v.  Robinson,  6  N.  J.  10.  Mackay  t.  St.  Mary's  Cbnreh, 
L.  195,  10  Am.  Dec.  396.  IS  B.  L  121,  23  AtL  108,  2  A.  S.  B. 

7.  Hudson       Hudson,  Cas.  Talb.  881. 

127,  2  Eng.  Rnl.  Cas.  134.  11.  Hudson  t.  Hudson,  Caa.  Talb. 

8.  Farr  ▼.  Newman,  4  T.  R.  821,  2  127,  2  Eng.  BoL  Cas.  131 
Bev.  Bep.  479,  2  Eng.  BnL  Cas.  214. 
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Scope  of  Office  <md  Distinetiona 

4.  Distinction  between  Executors  and  Trustees. — ^Although  exeeu- 
tora  are  trustees  within  the  larger  meaning  of  the  term,>*  the  law 

recognizes  a  distinction  between  an  ordinary  trustee  and  an  executor, 
A  trustee  has  possession  for  custody,  and  an  executor  for  adminis- 
tration with  a  necessary  incidental  power  of  disposal  which  a  trustee 
does  not  have.'*  The  distinction  becomes  one  of  importance  in  refer- 
ence to  the  rights  of  purchasers  of  property  belonging  to  a  decedent's 
estate.  For  example  when  one  purchases  of  an  executor  stocks  or  other 
securities  bearing  on  their  face  the  revelation  of  a  trust,  be  may  do 
80  safely  in  the  absence  of  notice  or  knowledge  of  any  intended  breach 
of  trust  on  the  part  of  tlie  exef^ator;  but  if  he  purchases  like  trust 
property  of  an  ordinary  trustee,  the  law  imposes  on  him  the  duty  of 
inquiring  into  the  right  of  the  trustee  to  change  the  securities.** 
There  is  no  legal  obstacle  to  the  same  persona  being  appointed  as 
executors  and  trustees.  As  a  general  rule  it  may  be  stated  that  where 
the  duties  imposed  on  executors  are  active  and  render  the  possession 
of  the  estate  convenient  and  reasonably  necessary,  they  will  be  deemed 
trustees  for  the  performance  of  those  duties  to  the  same  extent  as 
though  declared  so  to  be  in  the  most  explicit  terms."  Questions  of 
considerable  difficulty  and  importance  may  arise  in  determining  the 
exact  line  of  demarcation  between  the  two  ofTlo^  The  liability  of  a 
surety  on  the  administration  bond  of  an  executor  is  generally  limited 
to  matters  strictly  pertaining  to  the  executor's  duties  as  such,  and  not 
to  breaches  of  trust  in  regard  to  his  additional  powers  as  testamentary 
trustee."  One  fundamental  difference  between  an  executor  and  a 
trustee  is,  that  the  duties  of  the  former  pertain  to  the  office,  and  those 
of  the  latter  to  the  person.*'  In  accordance  with  this  distinction  a 
person  administering  the  estate  of  a  decedent  as  an  executor  is  said 
to  act  as  such  by  virtue  of  his  office;  but  in  ser\'ing  as  trustee  he  ia 
deemed  to  act  as  the  donee  of  a  trust  power.  This  distinction  is  of 
considerable  importance  in  determining  the  powers  of  an  adminis- 
trator with  the  will  annexed.  The  latter  succeeds  only  to  those  powers 
which  would  belong  to  an  executor  us  such.  Other  powers  which  may 

18.  See  sDpra,  par.  2.  15.  Wilson  t.  Snow,  228  U.  S.  217, 

13.  Carter  t.  Manufactnnn*  Nnt.  33  8.  Ct  487.  57  TJ.  S.  (U  ed.)  807, 
Bank,  71  Me.  448,  36  Am.  Rep.  338  ;  60  L.R.A.(N.S.)  604. 

Wood's  Appeal,  92  Pa.  St  379,  37  As  to  the  right  of  persons  named  as 

Am.  Rep.  694.  ffltecntors  and  trnsteea  to  accept  one 

14.  Carter  t.  Mannfactnrers'  Kat.  office  and  renounce  the  other,  see  in- 
Bank,  71  Me.  448,  36  Am.  Rep.  338.  fra,  par.  94. 

Aa  to  the  extent  of  the  power  of  exeo-  16.  Perkins  t.  Lewis,  41  Ala.  649, 

ntors  to  sell  personal  property  belongs  94  Am.  Dec  616. 

ine  to  an  estate,  see  infra,  par.  868  et  17.  Oreenlnnd  t.  Waddell,  116  N.  7* 

HQ.  234,  22  N.  £.  367, 15  A.  8.  B.  400. 
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be  conferred  by  a  will  on  an  executor,  which  he  does  not  hold  as 
executor,  and  which  ihvolve  the  execution  of  a  trust,  do  not  as  a 
rule  devolve  on  an  administrator  with  the  will  annexed.'^  Fre< 
quently,  however,  the  question  whether  a  particular  power  is  attached 
to  the  office  of  executor  so  that  it  will  pass  to  an  administrator  c.  t.  a., 
or  is  one  based  on  personal  confidence  in  the  executor  named  in  the 
will,  is  essentially  a  question  as  to  the  proper  construction  of  the 
will.'^  The  question  whether  a  particular  person  is  to  be  deemed  an 
executor  or  as  occupying  a  different  status,  sometimes  arises  in  refer- 
ence to  the  exercise  of  a  power  of  appointment  For  example  it  has 
been  held  that  a  person  was  not,  properly  speaking,  an  executor, 
though  appointed  such  by  a  testamentary  instrument  executed  by  a 
feme  covert  under  a  power  contained  in  the  marriage  contract,  but 
was  an  appointee  in  trust  to  carry  out  the  intentions  of  the  appointor. 
It  has  been  said  however  that  the  appointee  under  such  an  instrument 
would  take  to  the  same  extent  and  for  the  same  purposes  as  an 
executor.*® 

5.  Trusts  Incident  to  Office  of  Executor. — Since  the  same  person 
may  act  as  trustee  as  well  as  executor^  the  general  rule  seems  to 
be  that  whenever  any  interest  in  the  nature  of  a  trust,  or  duty  imply- 
ing a  tnist,  is  created  by  a  will,  and  there  is  no  special  designation  of 
the  executor  or  any  other  person  as  trustee,  it  is  incumbent  on  the 
executor,  as  such,  to*  administer  the  estate  according  to  the  provisions 
of  the  will.*  Where  executors  have  not  been  designated  as  testamentary 
trustees,  but  the  duties  imposed  on  them  in  reference  to  the  custody 
of  the  estate  for  an  indefinite  period  are  more  appropriate  to  the  office 
of  trustee  than  that  of  executor,  they  may  usually  be  treated  as 
trustees.*  In  some  jurisdictions  the  rule  is  that  executors  who  have 
qualified  cannot  assume  duties  imposed  on  them  by  the  will  as  trustees 
for  the  mana^ment  of  the  estate  until  the  court  has  approved  their 
accounts  as  executors,  and  ordered  a  distribution  of  the  estate,  and 
authorized  a  transfer  of  the  estate  in  their  hands  as  executors  to  them- 
selves as  trustees.*  However,  it  seems  to  be  unquestioned  that  an 
executor  may  be  held  accountable  as  trustee,  where  he  has  come  into 
possession  of  the  estate  as  trustee  rather  than  executor,  and  in  such 
cases  the  relationship  of  trustee  and  cestui  que  trust  may  be  added  to 
that  of  executor.*  As  a  general  rule  an  executor  will  be  deemed  to  be 

18.  Note :  80  A.  S.  R.  115.  For  the  (reneral  sabjeet  of  donees 
For  a  general  discussion  as  to  tbe  of  power,  see  Powers. 

powers  as  to  which  an  administrator     1.  See  supra,  par.  4. 

c  t.  a.  does  and  does  not  succeed,  see     2.  Note:  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  356. 

infra,  par.  512  et  seq.  8.  Webb  v.  Webb,  92  Md.  101,  48 

19.  Tupfcerman  v.  Currier,  54  Colo.  Atl.  95,  84  A.  S.  R.  409. 

25,  129  Fae.  210,  Ann.  Cas.  19140  4.  Re  Hi^ns,  15  Mont  474,  39 
699.   ■  Pae.  506,  28  L.R.A.  116. 

80.  Leigh  v.  Smith,  38  N.  C.  442, 42     6.  Lathrop  v.  Bampton,  31  Cal.  17, 


Am.  Dee.  182^ 


89  Am.  Dec.  141. 
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a  trustee  whenever  a  non-adrainistratiTe  discretionary  power,  snch  as 
a  power  of  sale,  is  given  to  him,  or  when  the  <luties  implied  are  active 
witluQ  the  meaning  of  tliis  term  as  applied  to  trusts.'  Where  an 
executor,  after  the  payment  of  debts,  legacies  and  exoensee  of  adminis- 
tration, continues  to  hold  Uie  estate,  he  may  frequently  be  considered 
as  in  fact  holding  it  as  a  trustee  so  as  to  render  Lim  liable  for  mis- 
mana^ment  in  the  same  manner  and  to  the  same  extent  as  a  trustee 
would  be  liable.'  If  a  person  is  expressly  named  both  as  executor  and 
trustee,  the  revocation  of  his  appointment  as  executor  will  not  neces- 
sarily revoke  bis  appointment  as  trustee;  but  where  a  will  appoints 
an  executor  and  confers  on  him  powers  and  duties  not  pertaining  to 
the  executorial  office,  tJie  revocation  of  his  appointment  as  executor, 
or  his  resignation  as  such,  revokes  bis  power  to  act  as  trustee.*  When 
a  trust  duty  is  not  annexed  to  the  ofTice  of  executor,  but  is  conferred 
by  will  on  the  executor  as  a  person,  it  is  usually  held  that  the  person 
so  designated  may  accept  and  execute  the  trust  without  proving  the 
will  or  taking  out  letters  testamentary.*  Sometimes  the  office  which 
is  surrendered  is  that  of  trustee  and  the  question  may  arise  as  to  the 
continuance  of  the  powers  of  the  same  person  as  executor.  Where 
lands  are  devised  to  executors  with  power  of  sale,  the  resignation  of 
one  of  Ihem  as  trustee,  and  the  appointment  of  another  as  trustee  in 
his  place,  has  been  held  not  to  relieve  the  former  from  execution  of 
the  trust  which  had  devolved  on  him  by  virtue  of  his  office  as  executor. 
While  an  executor  remains  in  his  relation  as  such,  it  seems  to  be  clearly 
settled  that  a  court  cannot  appoint  a  trustee  to  supersede  him  in  the 
exerci.<e  of  his  functions  as  executor.'* 

6.  For  Whom  Executors  and  Administrators  Are  Trustees. — ^While 
an  administrator  stands  in  the  place  and  is  regarded  as  the  represent- 
ative of  the  deceased  person  for  the  purpose  of  settling  his  business 
affairs  and  distributing  his  estate,'^  in  reality  he  serves  in  a  dual 
capacity,  and,  in  addition  to  standing  as  the  personal  representative 
of  the  deceased,  he  occupies  the  position  of  trustee  for  the  per- 
sons beneficially  interested  in  the  estate.'*    It  frequently  becomes 

6.  Greenland  v.  Waddell,  116  N.  T.  10.  Or«en1and  v.  WaddeU,  116  N. 

2S4,  22  N.  E.  367,  16  A.  S.  R.  400.  T.  234,  22  N.  E.  367,  15  A.  S.  R.  400. 

For  further  oonsi^ration  of  tbe  dis-  11.  Morria  v.  Hurphey,  05  Oa.  307, 

tinetion«  between  eyecutors  and  tms-  22  S.  G.  633,  51  A.  S.  R.  81;  Chester 


7.  Jones  v.  AtcbiBon  T.  ft  S.  F.  R.  St.  124,  88  Atl.  319,  Ann.  Cas,  lOlGB 
Co.,  150  Mass.  304,  23  N.  £.  43,  5  211,50  L.R.A.{N.S.)  320;  Ross  v.  Sut- 
L.R.A.  538.  ton,  1  Bailey's  Law'  (S.  C.)  126,  19 

8.  Tuckerman  v.  Currier,  54  Colo.  Am.  Dee.  660. 
26,  129  Pao.  210,  Ann.  Cas.  1014G  Note:  2  Ann.  Cas.  712. 


9.  Dunning  ▼.  Oeean  Nat.  Ban^  61  03  S.  W.  658,  116  A.  S.  R.  22;  Win- 


Connty  Trust  Co.      Pugh,  241  Pa. 


599  and  note. 


12.  Reeder  v.  Meredith,  78  Arlc.  Ill, 


K.  Y.  407, 19  Am.  Rep.  293. 
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important  to  determine  who  are  those  for  whom  an  administrator  is 
deemed  to  be  a  trustee.  Generally  these  are  the  creditois  and  the 
heirs  of  the  decedent,*'  yet  an  administrator  can  be  said  to  repi'esent 
the  heirs  only  in  the  limited  sense  that  he  is  their  trustee  for  the  pur^ 
pose  of  making  distribution  after  payment  of  debts  and  expenses.^* 
Within  the  limits  indicated  an  administrator  is  unquestionably  a 
trustee  for  both  the  widow  and  heirs,  and  a  court  of  chancery  may 
have  jurisdiction,  in  a  proper  case,  to  enforce  their  rights  as  cestuis  que 
trust  against  him  as  trustee.'^  In  consequence  of  this  trust  relation- 
ship, in  contests  which  arise  between  Uie  administrator  and  third 
persons  who  are  indebted  to  the  estate,  or  who  have  claims  against 
the  estate,  the  administrator  is  considered  as  representing  all  persons 
who  may  be  interested  therein,  either  as  heirs  or  creditors.**  In  like 
manner  an  executor  is  trustee  for  the  benefit  of  those  designated  in  the 
will  as  legatees  or  devisees,  and,  in  the  defeuilt  of  beneficiariea  taking 
under  tlie  will,  for  those  entitled  to  the  estate  under  the  statute  of 
distributions.*'  Since  an  executor  is  appointed  to  take  care  of  the 
interest  of  all  concerned,  it  may  be  as  much  his  duty  as  trustee  to  see 
that  a  remainderman  is  not  deprived  of  his  interest  as  that  a  tenant 
for  life  shall  enjoy  his.**  Where  an  executor  is  given  the  legal  title 
of  real  property  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  a  trust,  he  may  be 
held  as  responsible  as  a  trustee  for  all  persons  having  any  equitable 
interests  carved  out  of  ^e  fee,  whether  in  possession  or  iu  remainder.** 
Some  qualification  seems  to  be  necessary  to  the  general  statement  that 
an  executor  or  administrator  is  a  trustee  for  creditors  and  for  heirs 
and  next  of  kin,  or  legatees.  Where  the  question  arises  as  to  the 
running  of  the  statute  of  limitations  against  the  executor  or  adminis- 


706,  66  L.RX  935;  State     Met^her,  22  S.  G.  635,  51  A.  S.  R.  81;  Hilde- 

44  Mo.  356,  100  Am.  Deo.  298.   See  brand  v.  Kinney,  172  Ind.  447,  87  N. 

also  Bupra,  par.  2.  E.  832,  19  Ann.  Cas.  788;  Knoll  t. 

13.  Brannan  v.  Oliver,  2  Stew.  New  Tork,  C.  &  St.  L.  Ry.  Co.,  121 
(Ala.)  47,  19  Am.  Dec.  37;  Planters'  Pa.  St.  467,  15  Atl.  571, 1  L.R.A.  366. 
Bank  t.  Neely,  7  How.  (Miss.)  80,  40  17.  Succession  of  Allen,  48  La.  Ann. 
Am.  Dee.  51;  Lenderink  v.  Sawyer,  92  1036,  20  So.  193,  65  A.  S.  R.  205; 
Neb.  587,  138  N.  W.  744,  Ann.  Cas.  Rogers  v.  Rofjers,  3  Wend.  (N.  y.) 
1914A  261;  McKeigae  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  603,  20  Am.  Dee.  716;  Blood  v.  Kane, 
R.  Co.,  130  Wis.  543,  110  N.  W.  384,  130  N.  Y.  514, 29  N.  E.  994, 15  L.R.A. 
118  A.  S.  R.  1038,  10  Ann.  Cas.  554,  490;  App  v.  Dreisbach,  2  Rawie  (Pa.) 
11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  148.  287,  21  Am.  Dec.  447;  Bmcb  v.  Lantz, 

As  to  representii^  creditors,  see  in-  2  RawIe  (Pa.)  392,  21  Am.  Dec.  458, 

fra,  par.  7.  overrule  on  another  point  by  Bailey 

14.  Turk  v.  Turk,  3  Ga.  422, 46  Am.  v.  Bowman,  6  Watts  &  S.  (Pa.)  118; 
Dee.  434.  Pond  w.  Pond,  79  Vt.  352,  65  Atl.  97. 

15.  Flowen    Flowers,  84  Ark.  557,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  212. 

106  S.  W.  949,  120  A.  8.  R.  84;  Par-  18.  Sannden  v.  Haughton,  43  N.  C. 

sons  T.  Parsons,  9  N.  H.  309,  32  Am.  217,  57  Am.  Dec.  581. 

Dec  362;  Robinson  t.  Dart,  Dud.  Eq.  19.  Chase  v.  Cartrigbt,  53  Ark.  358, 

(S.  C.)  128,  31  Am.  Dec  569.  14  S.  W.  90^  22  A.  S.  R.  207. 

16.  Moxxis  T.  Hozphey,  95  Oa.  307, 
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trator  after  the  filing  and  settlement  of  his  account,  the  courts,  in  at 
least  some  jurisdictions^  recognize  an  alteration  in  his  status  so  that, 
as  regards  a  balance  in  his  hands  for  distribution,  he  ceases  to  be  a 
trustee  and  becomes  a  debtor  in  whose  favor  the  ordinary  statute  of 
limitations  will  run.** 

7.  Extent  of  Representation  of  Creditors  and  Claimants. — ^It 
has  been  said  that  an  administrator  is  more  the  representative  of  the 
creditors  than  of  the  heirs,'  and  that  it  is  his  paramount  duty  to  pro- 
tect the  interests  of  creditors,  since  they  have  the  first  claim  against 
the  estate.*  In  a  broad  and  -fundamental  sense  the  representatives  of 
a  decedent  hold  his  estate  as  a  trust  fund  for  the  payment  of  his  debts.* 
In  many  respects  an  executor  or  administrator  is  a  full  representative 
of  creditors  of  the  estate  committed  to  his  care.*  In  the  absence  of 
fraud  the  general  rule  is  that  in  all  suits  for  the  benefit  of  the  estate 
he  represents  the  creditors  as  well  as  the  heirs,'  and  that  creditors  are 
powerless  to  obtain  any  relief  directly,  but  must  of  necessity  work  out 
the  collection  of  tlieir  claims  Ihrouf^h  the  administrator  or  executor.* 
In  proceedings  to  sell  land  of  the  decedent  for  the  payment  of  debts 
an  executor  or  administrator  likewise  nets  for  both  the  creditors  and 
the  heirs.'  But  for  the  purpose  of  distribution  of  an  estate  among 
creditors,  the  executor  does  not  represent  the  creditors  as  to  their 
respective  claims  on  the  estate  as  between  each  other.* 

8.  Guardians  Distinguished. — There  are  well  established  distinc- 
tions between  an  executor  and  a.  testamentary  guardian,  in  that  an 
executor  holds  title  to  the  testator's  property,  while  a  guardian  has 
only  the  management  of  property,  tlie  title  being  in  his  ward.*  In 
like  manner  there  ore  marked  differences  in  respect  to  the  source  and 
extent  of  their  respective  power  and  duties.    It  is  by  operation  of 


20.  App   V.   Dreisbach,   2  Rawle  67  Am.  Dec.  219. 

(Pa.)  287,  21  Am.  Dec.  447.  B.  Kennerly  v.  Shepley,  15  Mo.  640, 

1.  Beckett  v.  Selover,  7  Cal.  215,  67  Am.  Dec.  219;  Johnston  v.  Lewis, 
68  Am.  Dec  237.  For  the  de^ee  to  Rice  Eq.  (S.  C.)  40,  33  Am.  Dec  74; 
which  executors  and  administrators  Jenkins  v.  Jensen,  24  Utah  108,  66 
represent  the  heirs,  see  supra,  par.  6.  Pae.  773,  91  A.  S.  R.  783. 

2.  Pearson  v.  Moreland,  7  Smedes  For  actions  by  and  against  ezecti- 
ft  M.  (Miss.)  609,  45  Am.  Dec  319;  tors  and  administrators,  see  infra,  par. 
Henderson  v.  Ilsley,  11  Smedes  &  M.  293  et  seq. 

(Miss.)  9,  49  Am.  Dec.  41;  Reraick  v.  6.  Blackman  t.  Baxter,  Reed  ft  C!o., 

Butterfield,  31  N.  H.  70,  64  Am.  Dec.  125  la.  118,  100  N.  W.  76,  2  Ann. 

316;  Bosler  v.  Exchange  Bank,  4  Pa.  Cas.  707,  70  L.R.A.  250. 

St.  32,  45  Am.  Dec.  665.  7.  Ewing  v.  Higby,  7  Ohio  198,  pt. 

Note:  14  Am.  Dec  157.  1,  28  Am.  Dec.  633. 

3.  Moore  v.  Brandenburg,  248  Tl.  8.  Willis  v.  Sharp,  115  N.  T.  396, 
232,  93  N.  E.  733,  140  A.  S.  R.  206;  22  N.  E.  149,  5.L.R.A.  636. 
Bankers*  Snrety  Co.  v.  Meyer,  205  N.  9.  Shirkey  t.  Kirby,  110  Va.  455, 
T.  219,  98  N.  E.  399,  Ann.  Cas.  1913D  66  S.  E.  40,  135  A.  S.  B.  949.  Bee 
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law  that  administrators  represent  the  intestate  himself,  succeed  to  his 
rights,  and  to  the  extent  of  assets,  to  his  liabilities.   But  a  guardian 

does  not  succeed  to  the  legal  rights  of  the  ward.  By  virtue  of  his 
guardianship  he  becomes  the  authorized  agent  of  the  minor  to  protect 
his  person,  and  to  take  care  of  and  manage  his  property,  the  legal 
title  to  which  is  not  in  him  but  in  his  ward."  Funds  held  by  an 
administrator,  who  is  also  guardian  of  the  party  entitled  thereto,  on 
a  distribution,  after  the  time  has  expired  in  which  to  settle  the  estate, 
are  as  a  general  rule  presumed  to  be  in  his  hands  as  guardian,  and  the 
sureties  on  bis  administration  bond  are  ilot  liable  therefor.'*  Where, 
however,  a  party  is  acting  in  the  double  capacity  of  administrator  and 
guardian  of  the  minor  heirs,  this  legal  presumption  of  payment  may 
be  rebutted.  Thus  it  has  been  held  that  if  he  charges  himself  with 
the  fund  as  administrator,  but  refrains  from  charging  himpclf  with  it 
as  guardian,  the  legal  presumption  of  a  transfer  of  the  fund  is  in  fact 
rebutted;  and  in  an  action  by  his  former  wards  on  his  bond  as 
administrator  for  the  recovery  of  the  fund,  he  may  be  estopped  from 
denying  that  he  still  holds  it  as  administrator.** 

9.  Executors  or  Administrators  Acting  as  Guardians. — ^An  executor 
or  administrator,  as  such,  has  no  rights  as  guardian,"  but  the  func- 
tions of  the  two  offices  are  not  necessarily  incompatible  and  may 
be  united  in  the  same  person.*^  In  tlie  event  of  any  attempt  on  the 
part  of  an  executor  or  administrator  to  divest  the  title  of  the  heir  by 
any  adverse  proceeding,  such  as  a  sale  of  the  decedent's  land  for  the 
payment  of  debts,  his  position  is  hostile  to  the  heir,  and  a  guardian 
ad  litem  should  be  appointed  to  protect  the  heir's  interests.**  At 
common  law  the  mother  of  a  minor  child  is  recognized  as  being  its 
natural  guardian,  and  where  an  executor  is  appointed  testamentary 
guardian,  questions  may  arise  in  regard  to  the  respective  limitations 
of  power  between  the  mother  and  the  executor.  It  seems  that  in  such 
cases  the  executor  acting  as  guardian  will  not  wholly  supersede  the 
mother  as  natural  guardian.**  But  the  subject  of  the  respective  powers 
of  natural  and  testamentary  guardians  in  such  cases  does  not  fall 
within  the  scope  of  the  present  article.*' 

10.  Gentry  v.  Owen,  14  Axk.  396,     Note:  78  A.  S.  R.  173. 

80  Am.  Dee.  649.  Towosend  v.  Tallant,  33  Cal. 

11.  Seegar  v.  State,  6  Far.  ft  J.  45,  91  Am.  Dec.  617;  Sohler  v.  Sohler, 
(Md.)  162,  14  Am.  Dec  265;  Carroll  135  Cal.  323,  67  Pae.  282,  87  A.  B.  R. 
T.  Bosley,  6  Terg.  (Tenn.)  220,  27  98. 

Am.  Dec.  460.  15.  Townsend  v.  Tallant,  33  Cal. 

12.  Wilaon  v.  Wilson,  17  Ohio  St  45,  91  Am.  Dec.  617. 

150.  91  Am.  Dec.  125.  16.  Matter  of  Van  Houten,  3  N.  J. 

IS.  Boyd  V.  Gla^  34  Oa.  253,  89  Eq.  220,  29  Am.  Dee.  707. 


Am.  Deo.  252. 


17.  See  OuABDiAM  imd  WAiOk, 
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Necessity  of  AdminisirtUion 

10.  General  Rule. — Theoretically,  administration  on  a  decedent's 
«state  is  necessary  in  all  coses,  because  the  tille  to  the  personalty  does 
not  descend  to  the  next  of  kin,^^  and  without  administration  there 
would  be  no  legal  authority  to  represent  the  estate  in  litigated  mat- 
ters,^' or  to  collect  the  assets  and  apply  them  to  the  payment  of 
debts;***  and  administration  is  perhaps  always  necessary  where  the 
decedent  leaves  infant  next  of  kin,  because  none  but  an  administrator 
can  bind  the  minor  heirs  in  any  matter  respecting  the  settlement  of 
the  estate.*  Nevertheless,  administration  may,  under  some  circum- 
stances, be  dispensed  with ;  *  but  since  the  whole  matter  is  purely  statu- 
tory,' an  agreement  to  distribute  a  decedent's  estate  without  obtaining 
letters  of  administration  may  be  prohibited  by  statute.* 

11.  Necessity  of  Probate  of  Will. — According  to  the  law  of  Eng- 
land, an  executor  derives  his  title  from  the  will,  and  therefore  he 
need  not  prove  the  will  in  order  to  clothe  himself  with  that  char- 
acter;' and  while  this  is  still  the  rule,  it  has  been  somewhat  modi- 
fied by  the  Probate  Court  Act.  And  now,  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of 
that  act,  probate  is  necessary  in  order  that  an  executor  of  an  executor 
may  succeed  to  the  powers  and  duties  of  his  testator  as  executor  of  the 
original  testator's  will.*  Where  a  legacy  is  given  to  a  person  who 
is  appointed  executor,  if  the  legacy  is  given  to  him  in  that  character, 
it  has  been  held  that  he  must  prove  the  will  in  order  to  entitle  him- 
self to  the  legacy.  It  seems  however  that  if  the  gift  is  made  from 
acme  other  motive,  he  may  claim  the  legacy,  although  he  does  not 
probate  the  will.^  In  the  United  States  an  executor  is  not  regarded  as 
deriving  his  authority  entirely  from  the  will,  and  letters  testamentary 
are  usually  required  before  he  can  enter  on  the  full  performance  of 
his  duties.* 

12.  Circamstances  Avoiding  Kecessity  of  Administration.— The 

general  rule  that  the  estates  of  all  deceased  persons  are  subject  to 
administration,  does  not  exclude  absolutely  the  right  of  heirs  to  settle 

18.  Smith  T.  Wilnn,  17  Md.  460,  L.  J.  Exeh.  107, 12  Eng.  Rnl.  Cas.  1. 
79  Am.  Dec  665;  McBride  v.  Vance,     Note:  12  Eng.  RuL  Cas.  26. 

73  Ohio  SL  258,  76  N.  E.  938,  112  A.  As  to  the  powen  of  an  execvtOT 
S.  R.  723,  4  Ann.  Cas.  101.  before  probate  of  the  will,  see  intra, 

19.  Note:  IS  L.R.A.  491.  par.  134. 

20.  See  infn,  par.  13.  6.  Note:  12  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  0. 

1.  Cox  T.  Grubb,  47  Kan.  435,  28  7.  Stackpoole  v.  Neowell.  13  Yes. 
Pac  157, 27  A.  8.  R.  303.  Jr.  417,  9  Rev.  Rep.  200, 12  Eng.  RoL 

2.  See  infra,  par.  12.  Cas.  13. 

3.  Buckley  t.  Superior  Conit,  102  8.  Re  John,  30  Ore.  404,  47  Pae. 
Cal.  6,  36  Pac.  360,  41  A.  S.  R.  136.  341;  50  Pae.  226,  36  LJt.A.  242.  See 

4.  Note:  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  613.  also  infra,  par.  137. 
A.  Fenton  t,  CIegg>  9  Exch.  680,  23 
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the  estate  of  the  decedent,  without  going  into  court*  This  is  especially 
true  where  there  are  no  debts  against  the  estate  ^*  and  the  heirs  have 
made  a  satisfactory  distribution  of  the  assets  among  themselves.** 
Even  where  there  are  debts,  in  many  states  family  settlements  are 
favored  and  it  is  recognized  that  the  beira  have  the  right  to  settle  the 
estate  by  agreement  among  themselves,  without  the  intervention  of 
administrators.  This  subject  will  be  considered  more  at  length  here- 
after.*^ Hence  it  is  that  in  order  to  obtain  possession  of  personalty  of 
a  decedent  to  which  one  is  entitled  to  succeed,  it  is  not  in  all  cases  nec- 
essary to  go  through  the  form  of  taking  out  letters  of  administration.*' 
Where  an  estate  owes  no  debts  a  sole  distributee  is  frequently  per- 
mitted to  take  possession  of  it  without  administration,  and  bis  title 
needs  nothing  further  to  perfect  it.**  The  same  is  true  where  there 
are  no  creditors,  and  the  legatees  and  distributees  are  sui  juris.**  In 
some  jurisdictions  statutes  dispense  with  official  administration  where 
the  personal  estate  is  small  or  consists  merely  of  wearing  apparel  which 
is  permitted  to  be  distributed  directly  by  the  widow  without  the 
intervention  of  an  administrator;  **  and  sometimes  the  statutes  pro- 
vide that  letters  of  administration  shall  not  be  granted  unless  the 
estate  of  the  decedent  amounts  to  at  least  twenty  dollars.  But  apart 
from  any  statutory  enactment  fixing  the  minimum  value  of  estates 
on  which  administration  may  be  made  there  seems  to  be  no  recognized 
limitation  in  this  regard.*'  Another  instance  in  which  an  adminis- 
tration is  dispensed  with  is  where  a  husband  and  wife  both  die  about 
the  same  time,  owing  only  community  debts.  Tn  such  cases  it  has 
been  held  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  two  administrations  on  the 
same  property  to  pay  debts  for  which  such  property  must  have  been 
equally  liable  in  the  hands  of  an  administrator  of  either  or  both  of 
said  decedents;  *^  and  yet  another  instance  is  where  the  community 
estate,  on  the  death  of  one  spouse,  goes  to  the  survivor.** 

13.  Existence  of  Creditors  as  Rendering  Administration  Necessary. — 
Each  creditor  has  the  right  to  compel  administration  and,  through 
administration,  to  subject  the  debtor's  estate,  real  and  personal,  to  the 

9.  In  re  Acken,  144  Ta.  519,  123  N.  14.  Hvde  v.  Stone,  7  Wend.  (N.  T.) 
W.  187,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  1166.  354,  22  Am.  Dec.  582. 

10.  Johnston  v.  Johnston,  173  Mo.      Note:  15  L.R.A.  493. 

91,  73  S.  W.  202,  96  A.  S.  R.  486,  61  15.  Moore  v.  Brandenbnig,  248  HI. 

L.R.A.  166.  232,  93  N.  E.  733.  140  A.  S.  R.  206. 

Notes:  46  Am.  Dec.  438;  15  L.R.A.  Note:  4  Ann.  Cas.  195. 

493;  4  Ann.  Cas.  196;  20  Ann.  Cas.  16.  CnfTinbGrry  v.  Madden,  30  Ind. 

96.  App.  360,  66  N.  E.  64,  96  A.  S.  E. 

11.  Gwinn      Melvin,  9  Idaho  202,  349. 

72  Pac.  961,  108  A.  S.  R.  119,  2  Ann.  17.  Note:  46  Am.  Dee.  438. 

Cas.  770.  18.  Sove  v,  McCalliater,  18  Tex.  80, 

12.  See  infra,  par.  15.  67  Am.  Dec.  689. 

13.  Hyde  v.  Stone,  7  Wend.  (N.  T.)  19.  See  Community  Pbopkhtt,  vol. 


95i,  22  Am.  Dec.  582. 


5,  p.  866. 
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payment  of  the  debts  against  th«  estate.^  A  creditor  who  obtains 
possession  of  bis  debtor's  property  after  his  decease  cannot  apply  it 
to  the  payment  of  his  claim,  since  on  the  death  of  an  insolvent  debtor 
all  bis  creditors  have  an  equal  right  to  a  pro  rata  dividend  of  his 
property.^  A  creditor  cannot,  as  a  rule,  directly  sue  the  heir  in  posses- 
sion, even  if  bis  claim  is  the  only  one  outstanding  against  the  estate, 
but  he  must  resort  to  his  remedy  by  administration  in  the  probate 
court.*  But  in  some  jurisdictions  heirs  of  a  decedent  are  by  statute 
given  the  privile;^  of  accepting  the  estate,  with  or  without  the  beneRt 
of  inventory;  and  if  it  is  accepted  without  inventory,  there  is  no  neces- 
sity for  the  appointment  of  an  administrator,  but  the  heirs  become 
unconditionally  liable  for  the  payment  of  debts.* 

14.  Estates  of  Minors.— Although  there  are  decisions  holding  that 
the  appointment  of  an  administrator  of  the  estate  of  a  deceased  minor 
is  unnecessary  under  some  circumstances,  since  it  may  be  presumed 
that  a  person  dying  in  infancy  had  incurred  no  debts,*  yet  an  infant 
may  incur  liabilities  in  consequence  of  torts  committed  by  him,  or 
for  necessaries  furnished,  in  which  event  administration  on  his  estate 
becomes  necessary;*  and  in  like  manner  it  is  recognized  that  the 
remedy  of  a  guardian  to  enforce  an  indebtedness  due  from  his  deceased 
ward  may  lie  in  the  taking  out  of  letters  of  administration  upon  bis 
estate.* 

15.  Family  Settlements  In  Lieu  of  Administration. — Family 
agreements  in  the  settlement  of  estates  are  favorites  of  the  law,  and 

when  fairly  made,  and  the  rights  of  creditors  are  not  affected,  are  not 
usually  allowed  to  be  disturbed  by  the  parties,  or  by  any  others  for 
them.'  If  an  administrator  in  fact  qualifies  after  an  estate  has  been 
settled  without  administration  and  the  debts  paid  by  those  interested 
in  it,  the  settlement  will  be  sustained  and  the  administrator  will  not 
be  permitted  to  recover  the  a^ets  in  the  absence  of  any  special  reason 
justifying  that  step.®  On  a  bill  in  equity  to  set  aside  such  a  settlement, 

20.  McCoy  V.  Morrow,  18-  EL  519,  Cas.  859  and  note.  See  also  Tntatjts. 
68  Am.  Dee.  578.  6.  In  re  Liverraore,  132  Cal.  99,  64 

1.  McDonald  v.  Block,  20  Ohio  186,  Pao.  113,  84  A.  S.  R.  37. 

65  Am.  Dec  448.  7.  Swaine  v.  Hemhill,  165  Mich.  561, 

2.  Buchanan  v.  Buehanan,  75  N.  J.  131  N.  W.  G8,  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  201; 
Eq.  274,  71  AtL  745,  138  A.  S.  R.  Richardson  v.  Cole,  160  Mo.  372,  61 
563,  20  Ann.  Cas.  91,  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  S.  W.  182,  83  A.  S.  R.  479;  Stevens 
454;  Screven  v.  Bostick,  2  McCoTd,  v.  Meserve,  73  N.  H.  293,  61  Atl.  420, 
Eq.  (S.  C.)  410,  16  Am.  Dec.  664;  111  A,  8.  R.  612;  Royal  Soc.  of  Oood 
Ansley  t.  Baker,  14  Tex.  607,  65  Anu  Fellows  v.  Campbell,  17  B.  L  402, 
Dee.  136.  22  Atl.  307, 13  L.R.A.  601. 

3.  Fisk  v.  Norvel,  9  Tex.  13,  58  Am.  Note:  46  Am.  Deo.  438, 439. 

Dec  128.  8.  Rainwater  v.  Harris,  51  Ark.  401, 

4.  Note:  4  Ann.  Cas.  196.  11  S.  W.  583,  3  L.R.A.  845;  Cooper 
6.  Bowden  v.  Jasksonville  Electric  v.  Haywatd  71  Minn.  374,  74  N.  W. 

Oo,  61  Fla.  162,  41  So.  400,  7  Ann.  152, 70  A.  S.  R.  330. 
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the  facts  constituting  the  defense  eAiould  be  set  up  by  cross  bill  and 
not  by  answer.*  Family  settlements  may  be  arranged  after  an 
administrator  is  appointed  as  well  as  before,  and  if  be  is  afterwards 
summoned  to  render  his  accounts,  the  court  will  generally  accept  as 
satisfactory,  so  far  as  it  goes,  the  settlement  which  the  parties  con- 
cerned have  made.*'  In  accordance  with  the  foregoing  principles, 
the  court  upheld  as  a  family  settlement  an  a^eement  which  had  been 
entered  into  by  the  next  of  kin  of  a  decedent  to  the  effect  that  all 
of  the  latter's  property,  including  money  due  on  life  insurance  policies 
payable  to  some  of  them,  should  be  collected  by  the  administrator, 
and  that  a  certain  portion  of  the  proceeds  should  be  used  in  the 
ornaTTientation  and  care  of  decedent's  burial  lot,  and  the  remainder 
should  be  divided  equally  among  the  next  of  kin,  and  the  beneficiaries 
in  the  insurance  policies  cannot  claim  their  proceeds."  Similarly  the 
courts  have  held  that  a  bona  fide  payment  to  the  sole  distributee  of  an 
estnte  which  owes  no  debts,  of  a  fund  to  which  such  estate  is  entitled, 
or  a  bona  fide  settlement  with  the  sole  distributee  of  a  claim  in  favor 
of  the  deceased,  which  is  made  before  letters  of  administration  are 
granted,  will  bind  an  administrator  subsequently  appointed,  and  will 
operate  in  equity  to  discharge  the  person  making  the  payment  from 
liability  to  the  administrator  who  is  thereafter  appointed.**  Likewise 
it  has  been  decided  that  the  purchaser  of  an  equitable  right  from  the 
distributees  of  a  decedent,  whose  estate  is  free  from  debts,  and  on 
which  no  administration  has  been  had,  will,  in  equity,  be  protected 
against  an  administrator  afterwards  taldng  out  letters  on  the  estate 
of  such  decedent.*' 

16.  Estates  of  Deceased  Partners. — ^The  rules  regulating  the  ad- 
ministration of  decedents'  estates  do  not  have  full  application  in  refer- 
ence to  the  estate  of  a  deceased  member  of  partnership.**  At  common 
law  the  effect  of  a  dissolution  of  partnership  by  death  of  one  of  the 
members  is  to  vest  the  legal  title  to  the  choses  in  action  and  the  debts 
in  the  svirviving  partner  or  partners,  who  are  entitled  to  close  up  the 
partnership  business.**  Hence  for  the  mere  purpose  of  winding  up 
a  partnership  on  the  death  of  a  member  it  is  not  necessary  that  any 
personal  representative  of  such  deceased  partner  should  be  appointed. 
The  courts  have  held,  however,  where  a  member  of  a  partnership  dies 
leaving  minor  children,  that  an  agreement  entered  into  between  his 
surviving  partner,  his  widow,  and  his  individual  creditors,  that  the 
surviving  partner  shall  retain  the  partnership  property  without  ad- 

9.  Turk  v.  Turk,  3  Gs.  422,  46  Am.  13  I..R.A.  601  and  note. 
Dec.  434.  12.  Note:  10  Ann.  Cas.  655. 

10.  Swaine  v.  Hemphill,  165  Mich.  13.  Miles  t.  Wise,  11  Rich.  Eq.  (S. 
661,  131  N.  W.  68,  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  C.)  536,  78  Am.  Deo.  461. 

201.  14.  Williams  v.  Whedon,  109  N.  T. 

11.  Royal  Soe.  of  Good  Fellows  v.  333, 16  N.  E.  365,  4  A.  S.  R.  460. 
Campbell,  17  R.  I.  402,  22  AtL  307,     16.  See  Pabtnbbsbip. 
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ministration,  and  shall  pay  a  pro  rata  share  of  the  individual  indebt- 
edness of  his  deceased  partner,  was  void  as  against  public  policy  as 
being  in  violation  of  the  interests  of  such  minor  children.'* 

U.  Appointment  of  Executors  and  Aduinistratobs 


Right  to  Administer  Estate* 

17.  Right  of  Executor  Named  in  Will. — Letters  testamentary  must 
ordinarily  be  issued  in  accordance  with  the  will  of  the  testator,  unless 
the  person  named  as  executor  is  ineligible."  When  a-sked  to  appoint 
the  person  whom  a  testator  has  nominated  as  executor,  the  court  c»nnot 
refuse  to  make  the  appointment  on  the  ground  that  reasons  are  alleged 
which  warrant  the  belief  that  the  executor  will  subsequently  incur 
disabilities  specified,  or  will  so  conduct  himself  that  grounds  for  revo- 
cation of  the  letters  will  arise  in  the  future.'*  It  is  not  uncommon  for 
a  testator  to  make  his  will  for  the  sole  purpose  of  nominating  an  execu- 
tor  to  administer  his  estate.'*  Mere  technicalities  will  not  be  per- 
mitted to  stand  in  the  way  of  the  appointment  For  example  the 
fact  that  a  person  nominated  by  a  will  to  execute  it  is  designated  as 
"executor  and  administrator"  does  not  render  the  provision  void." 
Great  liberality  is  usually  exercised  in  committing  the  execution  of 
wills  to  those  indicated  in  any  manner  by  the  will  as  the  testator's 
choice,  so  as  not  to  disappoint  his  wishes,  regardless  of  technicalities.* 
The  court  itself  can  make  no  original  appointment  of  an  executor, 
its  power  being  limited  to  recognizing  and  approving  or  disapproving 
nn  appointment  made  by  the  testator.*  So  far  as  possible,  tlie  courts 
carry  out  the  intention  of  the  testator  by  seeing  that  the  trust  is  com- 
mitted to  the  one  designated  by  the  testator.  To  do  this  the  nominated 
executor  almost  invariably  is  given  an  opportunity  to  accept  or 
decline  the  executorship.'  Within  the  limits  and  for  the  time  allowed 
by  law,  a  testator  may  even  commit  the  administration  of  his  estate 
and  the  care  of  his  property  to  a  succession  of  individuals  as  he 
pleases.^    fbere  is  nothing  to  prevent  a  testator  from  providing 

16.  Cox  T.  Orabb,  47  Kan.  435,  28  283,  54  So.  624,  34  L.R.A.(N.S.)  063 
Pap.  167,  27  A.  S.  R.  303.  and  note. 

17.  Smith's  Appeal,  61  Conn.  420,  1.  In  re  Ogier,  101  CaL  381,  35  Pae. 
24  Atl.  273,  10  L.R.A.  538  and  note;  900,  40  A.  S.  R.  61;  Hartnett  v. 
Berry  v.  Hamilton,  12  B.  Mon.  (Kv.)  Waodell,  60  N.  Y.  346,  19  Am.  Rep. 
191,  64  Am.  Dec.  515;  Breen  v.  Kehoe,  194. 

142  Mich.  58, 105  N.  W.  28,  113  A.  S.  2.  Mnrdock  t.  Murdock,  81  Conn. 

R.  658,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  349.  681,  72  Atl.  290,  129  A.  S.  R.  231. 

18.  Clark  v.  Patterson,  214  111.  533,  3.  Adams  v.  Readnour,  134  Ky.  230, 
73  N.  E.  806,  105  A.  8.  R.  127.  120  S.  W.  279, 20  Ann.  Cns.  833. 

19.  Re  John,  30  Ore.  494,  47  Pae.  4.  Hartnett  v.  Wandell,  60  N.  Y. 
341.  50  Pac.  226,  36  L.R.A.  242.  346,  19  Am.  Rep.  194. 

20.  Conoway  t.  Fulmer,  172  Ala. 
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a  system  for  the  selection  of  a  successor  to  Uie  drst  executor.  He  may 
provide  conditional,  limited  or  substituted  executors  in  case  of 
vacancy,  giving  to  Uiem  the  same  powers  as  those  designated  in  his 
will.* 

18.  Delegation  of  Power  to  Name  Executor.— By  virtue  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  statute  of  wills  a  testator  may  name  the  person  who 
shall  be  the  executor  of  his  will.  Not  only  is  this  right  of  a  decedent 
now  universally  recognized  but  in  many  jurisdictions  it  is  within 
the  power  of  a  testator,  not  only  to  appoint  personally,  but  to  project 
Iiis  power  of  appointment  into  the  future,  and  exercise  it  after  death 
through  an  agent  selected  by  him.  Such  agent  may  be  pointed  out 
by  name,  or  by  his  office  or  other  method  of  certain  identification.* 
A  testator  may  even  authorize  the  court  of  another  state  to  name  a 
suitable  person  as  executor.'  In  accordance  with  these  general  princi- 
ples it  has  been  held  that  a  testator  may  provide  tliat  his  children,  or 
a  majority  of  them,  shall  appoint  the  executor,  and  that  their  selection 
of  a  person  as  executor  shall  have  the  same  effect  as  if  he  had  been 
named  as  such  in  the  will.  This  is  the  rule  of  the  common  law,  and 
it  has  been  held  not  to  be  abrogated  by  statutes  declaring  that  if  there 
be  no  person  named  in  the  will  as  executor,  or  if  those  named  sliall 
have  failed  to  qualify,  have  renounced,  or  have  been  removed,  then 
that  letters  of  administration  with  the  will  annexed  shall  be  granted.^ 
Similarly  a  testator  may  delegate  to  his  executor  the  power  to  select  a 
co-executor.' 

19.  Delegation  of  Right  to  Letters  of  Administration. — Tn  the 
absence  of  statutory  autliority  to  the  contrary,  the  general  rule  is  that 
a  person  entitled  to  administer  cannot  delegate  that  right  to  another. 
If  the  person  first  entitled  to  administer  does  not  choose  to  qualify,  he 
cannot  nominate  another  as  a  substitute  for  himself,  to  the  exclusion 
of  the  right  which  the  statute  gives  to  those  next  in  the  order  of  Uiose 
entitled  to  letters  of  administration."*  And  a  contract  to  purchase  the 
office  of  administrator,  from  one  who  has  a  lawful  right  to  such  trust, 
is  against  public  policy,  and  void."  The  right  of  the  next  of  kin 
entitled  to  letters  of  administration  to  nominate  a  stranger  to  act  as 
administrator  has,  however,  been  held  in  some  jurisdictions  to  flow 
-from  the  right  to  administer,  even  in  the  absence  of  a  statute  recogniz- 

5.  TucTrerman  t.  Cnrrier,  54  Colo.  51  N.  E.  913,  68  A.  S.  R.  236, 

25,  129  Pac.  210,  Ann.  Caa.  1914C  9.  Hartnett  v.  Wandell,  60  N.  Y. 

699.    As  to  the  right  of  a  testator  to  346, 19  Am.  Rep.  194. 

provide  for  delegation  of  authority  in  10.  Stocksdale  v.  Conawatt,  14  Md. 

the  selection  of  an  executor,  see  infra,  99,  74  Am.  Dec  515;  Thomas  t. 

par.  19.  Knighton,  23  Md.  S18»  87  Am.  Dee. 

6.  Wilson  T.  Cnrtis,  151  Ind.  471,  571. 

61  N.  E.  913,  68  A.  S.  R.  236.  Notes:  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1161;  17 

7.  Hartnett  v.  Wandell,  60  N.  Y.  Ann.  Cas.  948;  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  1014. 
346,  19  Am.  Rep.  194.  11.  Bowers  t.  Bowen,  26  Pa.  St 

8.  Wilson  T.  Cnrtis,  161  lad.  471,  74,  67  Am.  Deo.  398. 
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ing  or  establishing  the  right  of  nomination.^'  In  the  states  adhering 
to  this  view  a  further  question  may  arise  as  to  which  there  is  consider- 
able oonflict  of  authority.  This  is  as  to  whether  the  right  to  nominate 
ia  dependent  on  the  right  to  administer,  some  of  the  courts  holding 
that  the  next  of  kin,  when  disqualified  under  the  statute  from  acting 
as  administrator,  on  account  of  nonresidence,  may  nominate,  and 
others  holding  to  the  contrary.  In  this  connection  it  has  been  pointed 
out  that  the  right  to  administer  is  not  as  important  now  as  it  was 
before  the  statute  of  distributions,  when  the  administrator  used  to 
have  a  right  to  the  surplus,  after  the  debts  were  paid,  so  that  privilege 
of  nomination  and  delegation  was  a  matter  of  very  considerable  conse- 
quence.** Still  a  different  rule  has  been  adopted  in  other  jurisdictions 
where  the  courts  have  held  that  while  the  nomination  by  the  person 
first  entitled  to  administer  of  another  person  in  his  stead  is  not  bind- 
ing on  the  court,  it  may  in  its  discretion  appoint  the  nominee  although 
the  person  next  entitled  to  administration  will  be  excluded  thereby.** 
Where  a  person  residing  in  another  country  sends  a  power  of  attorney 
to  his  agent  in  England  to  take  out  administration  for  his  use  and 
benefit,  the  courts  in  the  latter  country  have  held  that  they  may 
grant  administration  to  the  agent,  but  only  on  the  same  terms  as 
would  be  required  if  the  administration  were  being  granted  to  the 
party  himself.'* 

20.  Right  of  Nomination  of  Administrator  under  Statutes. — The 
right  of  a  person  entitled  to  administer  on  the  estate  of-  a  deceased 
person  to  nominate  another  to  the  exclusion  of  the  person  next  entitled 
to  administer  is  secured  by  statute  in  some  jurisdictions.'*  In  several 
states  this  right  is  given  to  a  surviving  husband  or  wife and  in  some 
it  is  also  extended  to  the  next  of  kin.'*  Elsewhere  the  statutory  right 
of  nomination  is  limited  to  cases  in  which  all  of  those  equally  entitled 
with  him  to  administer  waive  their  right.'*  In  some  jurisdictions  no 
absolute  right  is  conferred  by  statute,  but  the  probate  court  is  given 
discretion  to  prefer  the  nominee  of  one  of  a  higher  class,  where  such 
member  of  the  higher  class  is  himself  competent,  to  one  of  a  lower 
class  among  those  entitled  to  letters  of  administration.'*  In  some 
instances  the  right  to  nominate  an  administrator  depends  on  inabiUty 
of  any  other  party  to  object  to  the  action  of  the  appointing  oflicer  in 

12.  In  ra  McKeag,  141  Cal.  403,     17.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  1016. 
74  Pac.  1039,  99  A.  S.  R.  80.  18.  Hanson  v.  Nygaard,  105  Minn. 

Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  1015.  30,  117  N.  W.  235,  127  A.  S.  R.  523. 

13.  Boynton  v.  Heartt,  158  N.  C.  19.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  1016. 
188,  74  S.  £.  470,  Aim.  Cas.  1913D  20.  Re  Meir,  165  Cal.  456,  132  Pae. 
616.  764,  Ann.  Caa.  1914D  121,  48  LJI.A. 

14.  Note:  17  Ann.  Cas.  948.  (N.S.)  858;  Larson  v.  Stewwt,  69 

15.  In  Goods  of  Goldsboroogfa,  1  Wash.  223,  124  Pae.  382,  Ann.  Caa 
Sw.  ft  Tr.  295,  2  Eng.  Riil.  Cas.  95.  1914A  1011  and  note. 

16.  Note:  Ann.  Caa.  1914A  1015. 
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recognizing  such  nomination  and  appointing  the  nominee.  For 
example  it  has  been  held  that  a  brother  of  a  decedent  has  no  standing 
to  object  to  the  action  of  the  decedent's  surviving  son  in  waiving  his 
right  to  administer  on  the  estate  in  favor  of  a  stranger,  and  in  pro- 
curing the  appointment  of  such  stranger  as  administrator.^ 

Prunitiet  in  Right  of  Administration 

21.  Rule  In  England. — ^At  common  law  prior  to  the  statute  of 
Henry  VllI  the  ordinary  was  entitled  to  make  a  grant  of  adminis- 
tration to  whom  he  pleased,'  but  by  that  statute  the  ordinary  was 
directed,  in  cases  of  persons  dying  intestate,  or  of  the  executors  refus- 
ing to  prove  the  testament,  to  grant  administration  to  the  widow  or 
next  of  kin,  or  both,  at  his  discretion.  This  statute  made  it  the  duty 
of  the  ordinary  to  grant  administration  of  the  goods  of  the  deceased 
to  the  widow  or  next  of  kin,  leaving  it  still,  however,  entirely  at  his 
discretion  to  give  it  to  the  one  or  the  other,  and  in  ca5=c  of  there  being 
several  of  the  next  of  kin  in  equal  degree,  to  select  any  one  or  more 
of  them.*  If  the  persons  who  were  next  of  kin  to  the  deceased  at 
the  time  of  his  death  are  all  dead  when  the  grant  is  applied  for, 
there  is  no  person  entitled  as  of  right  under  the  statute  of  Henry 
VIII,  and  the  court  therefore  is  recognized  as  having  discretion  in 
such  cases  as  to  who  should  be  appointed.* 

22.  Statutory  Priorities  in  Right  to  Letters  of  Administration.-^ 
In  the  United  States  the  right  to  letters  of  administration  is  generally 
regulated  by  statute,  and  more  or  less  elaborate  provisions  are  made 
by  such  laws  determining  the  priorities  of  the  various  relatives  of 
different  degrees.*  Priority  of  right  is  based  primarily  on  nearness 
of  relationship  and  extent  of  interest  Such  statutes  are  in  accord- 
ance with  natural  justice,  and  they  are  also  b^sed  on  the  assumption 
that  ties  of  marriage  and  consanguinity,  and  the  effect  of  personal 
interest,  will  lead  the  persons  enumerated  in  the  statute  in  the  order 
named  to  exercise  care  and  attention  in  the  monagement  of  the  estate.* 
The  right  of  prior  appointment  is  practically  absolute,'  and,  with 
certain  exceptions,  a  competent  applicant  of  a  higher  class  must  be 
awarded  letters  as  against  a  competent  applicant  of  a  lower  class,  the 

1.  To  re  Weaver,  140  Ta.  615,  119  6.  Re  Campbell,  192  N.  Y.  312,  85 
N.  W.  69,  17  Ann.  Cas.  947  and  note,  N.  E.  392,  18  LJl.A.(N.S.)  606;  Lar- 
22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1161.  As  to  who  son  v.  Stewart,  69  Wash.  223,  124 
have  standing  to  object  to  the  grant-  Pac.  382,  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  1011. 

ing  of  letters,  see  infra,  par.  54.  6.  Re  Camphell,  192  N.  7.  312,  85 

2.  Note:  2  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  118.  N.  E.  392,  18  L.R.A.(N.S.)  606. 

3.  Potts  v.  Smith,  3  Bawle  (Pa.)  7.  Re  Meier,  165  Cal.  456,  132  Pae. 
361,  24  Am.  Dec.  359.  764,  Ann.  Caa.  1914D  121,  48  L.R.A. 

Note:  2  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  99.  (N.S.)  858;  In  re  Campbell,  192  N. 

4.  Ravage  v.  Blythe,  2  Hag.  &ce.  T.  312,  85  N.  E.  392,  18  L.R.A.(N.S.^ 
150,  2  Eng.  RnL  Cas.  110  and  note.  606. 
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oourt  having  no  discretion  in  the  matter.*  The  statutes  are  by  no 
means  uniform  in  their  provisions,  and  in  many  instances  consider* 
able  latitude  of  discretion  is  permitted  to  the  official  granting  the 
letters  of  administration.  The  discretion  may  be  limited  to  members 
of  the  same  class  so  that  one  of  them  must  be  appointed  before  one 
in  a  class  less  preferred A  not  infrequent  form  of  statute  is  one 
which  establishes  a  definite  period  of  time  within  which  tlie  priority 
of  right  is  saved  to  the  preferred  class.  For  example  in  some  states 
the  laws  provide  that  if  none  of  the  persons  in  preferred  classes  apply 
for  administration  within  a  given  time  after  the  death  of  the  intestate, 
letters  may  be  granted  to  any  suitable  or  competent  person  interested 
in  the  estate  by  purchase  or  otherwise.'** 

23.  Right  of  Surviving  Husband  or  Wife. — In  nearly  all  jurisdio* 
tions  the  first  right  to  receive  letters  of  administration  is  accorded  to 
the  surviving  husband  or  wife,'*  except  that  it  is  sometimes  provided 
that  a  widow's  right  to  administer  on  her  deceased  husband's  estate 
shall  be  forfeited  by  her  remarriage.'*  In  some  jurisdictions,  how- 
ever, a  widow  is  not  entitled  to  priority,  though  a  surviving  husband 
is  so  entitled,'*  but  as  a  matter  of  practice,  other  things  being  equal, 
letters  are  given  to  the  widow  in  preference  to  the  next  of  kin.'*  The 
granting  of  letters  of  administration  may  be  successfully  opposed  on 
the  ground  that  the  petitioner,  although  actually  marrying  and 
cohabiting  with  the  decedent  as  bis  wife,  was  not  legally  such, 

8.  Re  Meier,  165  Cal.  456,  132  Pac.  Cal.  466,  132  Pao.  764,  Ann.  Cas. 
764,  Ann.  Caa.  1914D  121,  48  L.K.A.  1914D  121,  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  858;  Ala- 
(N.S.)  858.  bama  Groat  Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Hill, 

9.  Williams  v.  WiUiams,  25  App.  139  Ga.  224,  76  S.  E.  1001,  Ann.  Cas. 
Cas.  (D.  C.)  32,  4  Ann.  Cas.  549.  As  1914D  996,  43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  236,  in 
to  the  discretion  allowed  in  making  ap-  reference  to  the  statutes  of  Alabama; 
pointments,  see  infra,  par.  32.  In  re  Weaver,  140  la.  615,  119  N.  W. 

10.  Alabama  Great  Southern  R.  Co.  69,  17  Ann.  Cas.  947, 22  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
V.  Hill,  139  Qa.  224,  76  S.  E.  1001,  1161;  In  re  Englehart,  17  N.  W.  299, 
Ann.  Cas.  1914D  996,  43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  128  Pac.  67.  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  54,  45 
236;  SefaneU  v.  Chicago,  38  ZIL  382,  L.R.A.(N.S.)  237;  McKennan  v.  PhU- 
87  Am.  Dec.  304;  Hamilton  v.  Wil-  lips,  6  Whart.  (Pa.)  571,  37  Am.  Dec. 
Hams,  133  Ky.  558,  118  S.  W.  358,  438;  Larson  v.  Stewart,  69  Wash. 
21  L.R.A.(N.S.)  975;  Adams  v.  Read-  223,  124  Pae.  382,  Ann.  Cas.  19i4A 
iionr,  134  Ky.  230,  120  S.  W.  279,  1011;  Sands'  Case,  3  Salt  22,  2  Eng. 
20  Ann.  Cas.  833;  Hanson  v.  Nygaard,  Rul.  Cas.  98  and  note. 

105  Minn.  30,  117  N.  W.  235,  127  12.  Teschemaeher  v.  Thompson,  18 

A.  S.  R.  523;  Larson  v.  Stewart,  69  Cai.  11,  79  Am.  Dec.  151. 

Wash.  223,  124  Pac.  382,  Ann.  Cas.  13.  Sands'  Case,  3  Salk.  22,  2  Eng. 

1914A  1011.  For  limitations  as  to  the  Rul.  Cas.  98  and  note. 

time  within  which  letters  of  adminia-  14.  In  re  Warner,  207  Pa.  St.  680, 

tration  may  be  granted,  see  infra,  par,  67  Atl.  35,  99  A.  S.  B.  804;  Savage 

44.  T.  Blytfae,  2  Hag.  Eee.  150,  2  Eng. 

U.  Kelly  v.  Kelly,  9  Ala.  908,  44  Rnl.  Cas.  UO. 
Am.  Dec.  469:  Hatter  of  Meier,  165 
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because  the  marriage  waa  void,^'  but  tiie  mere  fact  Uiat  the  marriage 
was  voidable  is  not  sufiicient  to  defeat  the  widow's  rights.** 

24.  Desertion,  Divorce  and  Bigamy  as  Affecting  Right. — wife 
who  leaves  her  husband,  and  renounces  all  conjugal  intercourse  with 
him  for  a  considerable  time  prior  to  his  death,  is  not  as  a  rule  entitled 
to  administer  his  estate,  nor  is  she  in  a  position  to  object  to  the  grant- 
ing  of  the  administration  to  othera  The  laws  conferring  the  right  of 
administration  contemplate  the  case  of  a  wife  who  lives  with  her 
husband  till  his  death,  and  faithfully  performs  all  her  duties  to  his 
family,  not  one  who  voluntarily  separates  herself  from  him  and  per- 
forms none  of  the  duties  imposed  by  the  relation.*'  A  wife  who  has 
been  divorced  has  no  right  to  administer  on  the  estate  of  her  hus- 
band," and  the  right  of  either  party  to  act  as  administrator  may  be 
defeated  by  an  agreement  of  separation.**  Where  there  has  been  no 
agreement  of  separation  or  divorce,  mere  unfaithfulness  on  the  part 
of  the  wife,  if  condoned,  may  not  be  sufficient  to  work  a  forfeiture  of 
her  right  of  administration.^*  A  wife  who  left  her  husband  and 
lived  in  meretricious  relations  with  another  has  been  refused  letters 
of  administration  on  her  husband's  estate.** 

25.  Priority  of  Right  of  Nominees  of  Others.— Not  infrequently  a 
preference  is  given  to  the  nominee  of  the  surviving  spouse  in  the 
granting  of  letters  of  administration;*  and  this  preference  of  the 
nominee  of  the  jsurviving  husband  or  wife  is  recognized,  though  the 
surviving  spouse  i?  a  nonresident,  and  the  statute  declares  that  a 
nonresident  of  the  state  cannot  be  appointed  administrator.*  The 
general  rule  is  that  a  nonresident  executor  named  in  a  foreign  will 
has  no  authority  to  nominate  an  administrator  with  the  will  annexed 
so  as  to  require  a  recognition  of  such  nomination  in  preference  to 

16.  In  re  Ellis,  65  Minn.  401,  56  126  Pa.  St  341, 17  Atl.  618,  12  A.  S. 

N.  W.  1056,  43  A.  S.  R.  514,  23  L.R.A.  R.  873. 

287;  Re  Smith,  4  Wash.  702,  30  Pac.  18.  See  Divorce  and  Separation, 

1059,  17  L.R.A.  573.  As  to  who  have  vol.  9,  p.  493. 

standing  to  object  to  the  grant  of  let-  19.  Odiome's  Appeal,  54  Pa.  St. 

ters  of  administintion,  see  in&a,  par.  175,  93  Am.  Dec.  683. 

54.  Note:  2  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  103. 

16.  See  Smith  v.  Smith,  1  Tex.  621,  20.  Re  Newman,  124  Cal,  688,  57 
46  Am.  Dec.  121,  holding  that  where  Pac.  686,  45  L.R.A.  780. 

a  woman  in  good  faith  married  a  man  21.  In  re  Munroe,  161  Cal.  10,  118 

who  had  at  the  time  a  wife  living,  and  Pac.  242,  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  1161. 

lived  with  hfan  until  his  death  in  igno-  1.  Strong  v.  Dignan,  207  fll.  385, 

ranee  of  the  prior  marriage,  the  first  69  N.  E.  909,  99  A.  S.  R.  225-,  Larson 

wife  having  died  in  the  meantime,  the  v.  Stewart,  69  Wash.  223,  124  Pae. 

seeond  marriage  was  not  void  under  382,  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  1011.    As  to 

the  law  of  Texas,  and  the  seeond  wife  the  general  right  of  paities  entitled 

was  entitled  to  a^ninister  in  prefer-  to  administration  to  nominate  others, 

enoe  to  a  son  by  the  first  marriage,  see  supra,  par.  20. 

17.  Odion^s  Appeal,  54  Pa.  St.  2.  Stnmg  Dienan,  207  HL  38fly 
175,  93  Am.  Dee. '683;  Nye's  Appeal,  69  N.  E.  909,  09  A.  S.  B.  226. 
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those  entitled  to  letters  of  administration  under  the  laws  of  the  state 
in  which  the  ancillary  letters  are  issued.*  An  exception  to  this  rule 
exists  however  in  the  case  of  the  nominee  of  one  who  in  addition  to 
being  executor  is  the  surviving  husband  or  wife  of  the  decedent* 
The  right  of  a  child,  or  an  adopted  child,  who  is  the  sole  heir  of  the 
estate  to  nominate  an  administrator  is  similarly  recognized  in  some 
jurisdictions.*  It  has  been  held  that  an  administrator  appointed  on 
the  nomination  of  the  sole  surviving  child  of  an  intestate,  who  is, 
under  the  statute,  the  sole  distributee  of  the  estate,  should  not  be 
removed  at  the  instance  of  a  brother  of  the  intestate,  in  the  absence 
of  anything  to  show  that  the  appointment  was  improper,  or  that 
the  change  was  required  by  the  interests  of  the  estate  as  a  whole,  or 
by  the  interest  or  right  of  some  beneficiary  of  the  estate.*  A  public 
administrator  may  be  appointed  in  preference  to  one  whose  only 
claim,  apart  from  the  fact  that  he  is  legally  competent,  is  based  on 
the  nomination  of  the  executor  or  of  someone  interested  under  the 
will,  other  than  the  surviving  husband  or  wife,  who  is  himself  incom- 
petent to  serve  as  administrator.^ 

26.  Next  of  Kin. — Next  after  husband  and  wife  the  preference  as 
to  letters  of  administration  is  usually  given  under  modern  statutes  to 
the  next  of  kin,*  or  to  the  nearest  relative  of  the  deceased,*  and  if 
a  decedent  leave  neither  parent  nor  lineal  descendant  surviving  him, 
then  surviving  brothers  and  sisters  would  be  nearest  in  blood,  and 
next  of  kin.  In  its  practical  use  in.  public  statutes  the  term  next  of 
kin  has  come  to  mean  ordinarily  those  persons  who  take  the  personal 
estate  of  the  deceased  under  the  statutes  of  distribution.  Inasmuch 
as  the  statutes  of  distribution  vary  in  different  states,  the  meaning  of 
thu  term  is  subject  to  the  same  variation,"  but  it  does  not  usually 
include  the  surviving  husband  or  wife.*'  A  brother  of  an  intestate  is 
not  his  next  of  kin,  within  the  meaning  of  a  statute  permitting  letters 

S.  Re  Meier,  165  Cal.  466,  132  Pae.  em  R.  Co.  t.  Hill,  139  Oft.  224,  76 

764,  Ann.  Gas.  1914D  121,  48  L.R.A,  S.  K.  1001,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  996,  43 

(N.S.)   858  and  note;  Boynton  v.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  236,  in  reference  to  the 

Heaxtt,  158  N.  C.  488,  74  S.  E.  470,  laws  of  Alabama;  Weaver  v.  Lamb, 

Ann.  Caa.  1913D  616.  140  la.  615,  119  N.  W.  69,  17  Ann. 

4.  Matter  of  Meier,  165  CaL  456,  Cas.  947,  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  U61;  Lar- 
132  Pac.  764,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  121,  son  v.  Stewart,  69  Wash.  223,  124 
48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  358.  Pac.  382,  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  1011. 

5.  In  re  McKeag,  141  CaL  403,  74  9.  In  re  Englehart,  17  N.  M.  299, 
Pac.  1039,  99  A,  S.  R.  80.  128  Pac.  67,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  54,  45 

6.  Weaver  v.  Lamb,  140  la.  615,  L.R.A.(N.S.)  237. 

119  N.  W.  69,  17  Ann.  Cas.  947,  22  10.  Weaver  v.  Lamb,  140  la.  615, 

I..R.A.(N.S.)  1161.  119  N.  W.  69,  17  Ann.  Cas.  947,  22 

7.  Re  Meier,  165  Cal.  456,  132  Pac.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1161.  See  also  Descent 
764,  Ann.  Cas.  19141)  121,  48  L.R.A.  akd  Distribution,  vol.  9,  p.  25. 
(N.S.)  858.  11.  Note:  2  Eng.  Rol.  Cas.  101. 

8.  Kelly  v.  Kelly,  9  Ala.  908,  44  See  also  Descent  ahb  DxsntiBUTioir, 
Am.  Dec.  409;  Alabama  Great  South-  vol.  9,  p.  52. 
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of  administration  to  be  granted  to  the  next  of  kin,  where  the  deceased 
left  a  child  surviving  him  entitled  to  take  the  estate,  although  such 
pbild  did  not  apply  for  the  administration  in  his  own  behalf.'* 
There  is  probably  no  statute  which  specilically  gives  the  rights  of 
administration  to  the  adopted  children  of  decedents,  but  a  question 
has  several  times  been  raised  as  to  whether  such  right  may  be  derived 
from  a  construction  of  the  statutes,  and  the  decisions  are  not  uniform. 
On  the  one  hand  it  is  said  that  while  the  adoption  laws  may  give 
adopted  children  the  right  of  succession,  yet  this  does  not  create  rela- 
tionship, and  therefore  that  an  adopted  child  has  no  right  to  adminis- 
ter tlie  estate  of  his  parent  by  adoption,  or  to  nominate  or  object  to 
an  appointment  of  an  administrator.'*  This  view,  however,  cannot 
be  regarded  as  entirely  sound,  because  the  statutes  giving  the  right  to 
administer  generally  consider  it  a  fundamental  principle  that  the 
right  is  and  ought  to  be  dependent  on  interest  in  the  state;  '*  and 
accordingly,  when  adopted  children  are  made  the  heirs  and  dis- 
tributees of  those  who  adopt  them,^^  they  are  entitled  to  the  adminis- 
tration as  children  of  the  decedent.'*  Primogeniture  apart  from  the 
right  of  succession  appears  to  give  no  prior  right  to  administration. 
It  has  been  said  however  that  although  it  may  incline  the  scale,  if 
things  were  equal,  it  must  yield  the  preference  to  a  younger  brother 
supported  by  the  majority  of  interests."  English  courts  have  held 
that  where  the  contest  is  between  one  of  the  whole  blood  and  one  of 
the  half  blood,  the  one  of  the  whole  blood  is  to  be  preferred.'^  In 
some  jurisdictions  the  next  of  kin  are  enumerated  and  the  order  in 
which  they  are  entitled  to  letters  of  administration  is  expressly  pro- 
vided by  statute.  For  example  the  right  has  been  conferred  in  the 
following  order:  child  or  children,  father  or  mother,  brothera  or 
sisters,  and  finally  grandchildren.'*  The  rule  as  regards  priority  of 
hght  to  letters  of  administration  in  cases  of  intestacy  has  general 
^>pIication  to  the  selection  of  administration  with  the  will  annexed.-^ 
27.  Legatees  and  Devisees. — In  some  jurisdictions  residuary  leg- 
atees are  directly  referred  to  as  parties  interested  in  the  estate  and  are 

12.  Weaver  v.  Lamb,  140  la.  615,  1,  p.  618  et  seq. 

119  N.  W.  69,  17  Ann.  Cas.  947,  22  16.  In  re  MeKeag,  141  Cal.  403, 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  1161.  74  Pac.  1039,  99  A.  S.  R.  80. 

13.  In  re  Smith,  225  Pa.  St.  630,  74  17.  Note:  2  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  109. 
Atl.  622,  133  A.  S.  R.  894.  18.  Meroer  v.  Morland,  2  Lee  Ecc. 

14.  Thomas  v.  Knighton,  23  Md.  318,  499,  2  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  107  and  note. 
87  Am.  Dec.  571,  in  which  case  the  As  to  inheritance  as  between  its  half 
court  said  that  the  policy  of  the  law  blood  and  the  whole  blood,  see  De;scent 
in  the  selection  of  administration  is  and  Distribution,  vol.  9,  p.  32. 

"to  bind  up  the  interest  of  the  adminis-      19.  Larson  v.  Stewart,  69  Wash.  223, 
trator  with  that  ^f  persons  entitled  124  Pac.  382,  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  1011. 
to  the  estate."    See  also  infra,  par.     20.  Re  Meier,  165  Cal.  456,  132  Pac. 


29. 


764,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  121,  48  L.R.A. 


15.  See  Aswnoir  or  GHn.imN,  vol.  (N.S.)  868. 
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given  a  right  to  letters  of  administration  superior  to  that  of  creditors,^ 
and  inferior  only  to  that  of  the  executors  named  in  the  will.'  In 
other  jurisdictions  the  right  to  take  out  letters  of  administration  is 
given  in  general  terms  to  legatees  equally  with  creditors  as  being  per- 
sons interested  in  the  estate.*  The  statutes  occasionally  provide  that 
letters  of  administration  with  the  will  annexed  should  be  given  to 
any  person  having  interest  as  devisee  or  legatee  or  as  an  assignee  of 
any  devisee  of  legatee.* 

28.  Creditors. — ^After  the  next  of  kin,  in  many  jurisdictions  the 
privilege  of  taking  out  letters  of  administration  is  conferred  on  the 
creditors  of  the  decedent,'  or  on  one  or  more  of  the  principal  creditors.* 
The  general  rule  seems  to  be,  therefore,  that  in  default  of  action  by 
relatives  or  others  having  preferred  rights,  a  creditor  may  apply  for 
the  appointment  of  an  administrator.'  The  reason  why  a  creditor 
should  be  entitled  to  administer  is  that  he  has  an  interest  in  the  proper 
and  prompt  administration  of  the  estate.  The  larger  the  demand 
against  the  estate  the  greater  the  interest,  and  therefore,  without  regard 
to  respective  fitness  for  the  duty,  the  laws  in  some  states  give  the 
largest  creditor  the  prior  right.  Even  where  a  creditor  becomes 
auch  after  the  death  of  the  decedent,  if  his  claim  is  entitled  to  priority 
of  payment  over  the  claims  of  those  whose  claims  accrued  in  the  dece- 
dent's lifetime,  the  courts  usually  permit  such  creditor  to  apply  for 
administration.*  This  is  true  although  he  made  himself  a  creditor 
by  assuming  debts  which  another  held  against  the  estate,'  as,  for 
instance,  by  the  payment  of  funeral  expenses.**  It  is  not  necessary 
that  the  claim  of  a  creditor  should  have  been  reduced  to  judgment 
during  the  lifetime  of  the  decedenL  One  having  a  claim  pending  in 
litigation  at  the  time  of  death  would  have  standing  as  a  creditor  pro- 

1.  Deringcr  v.  Deringer,  S  Hoast  8.  E.  1001,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  996,  43 
(Del.)  416,  1  A.  S.  R.  150.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  236,  in  reference  to  the 

2.  Wilson  V.  Curtis,  151  Ind.  471,  laws  of  Alabama;  Lenta  v.  Pilert,  60 
51  N.  E.  913,  68  A.  S.  R.  236.  Md.  296,  46  Am.  Rep.  732;  Larson  v. 

3.  Re  Englehart,  17  N.  M.  299,  128  Stewart,  69  Wash.  223,  124  Pae.  382, 
Pac.  67,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  54, 45  L.R.A.  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  1011. 

(N.S.)  237.  7.  Reynolds  v.  McMullen,  55  Mich. 

4.  Re  Meier,  165  Cal.  456,  132  Pae.  568,  22  N.  W.  41,  54  Am.  Rep.  388; 
764,  Aon.  Cas.  1914D  121,  48  L.RA.  Rozzelle  v.  Harmon,  103  Mo.  339,  16 
(N.S.)  858.  S.  W.  432, 12  L.RA.  187;  De  Coppet 

5.  Strong  v.  Digman,  207  HI.  386,  v.  Cone,  199  N.  Y.  56,  92  N.  E.  411, 
69  N.  E.  909,  99  A.  S.  R.  225;  Hilde-  139  A.  S.  R.  844,  20  Ann.  Cas.  84L 
brand  v.  Kianey,  172  Ind.  447,  87  N.  8.  Hildebrand  v.  Kinney,  172  Ind. 
E.  832,  19  Ann.  Cas.  788;  In  re  447,  87  N.  E.  832,  19  Ann.  Cas.  788; 
Weaver,  140  la.  616,  119  N.  W.  69,  Lentz  v.  PUert,  60  Md.  296,  45  Am. 
17  Ann.  Cas.  947,  22  L^.A.(N.S.)  Rep.  732. 

IIBI.  9.  Bowers  t.  Bowen,  20  Pa.  St.  74, 

6.  Kelly  v.  Kelly,  9  Ala.  908,  44  67  Am.  Dee.  398. 

Am.  Dec.  469;  Alabama  Great  South-  10.  Lentz  v.  Pilartr  60.  Md.  296,  46 

em  B.  Co.  r.  Hill,  139  ChL  224,  76  Am.  Rep.  732. 
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vided  that  the  action  by  law  survives.*^  The  fact  that  one's  claim  is 
f^parently  barred  by  a  statute  of  limitations,  does  not  prevent  him 
from  obtaining  administration  as  a  creditor.*'  ^noe,  however,  the 
right  of  a  creditor  to  administer  is  based  on  his  supposed  interest  in 
the  estate  when  the  status  of  creditor  ceases,  his  right  to  administer  on 
the  estate  likewise  ceases."  Where  it  appears  that  an  estate  is  indebted 
to  a  person  in  a  certain  amount,  but  that  he  owes  the  estate  a  sum 
larger  than  that  which  he  is  entitled  to  receive,  it  has  been  held  that 
such  person  was  not  entitled  to  letters  of  administration  as  a  "cred- 
itor." ^*  When  those  to  whom  Uie  estate  would  go,  under  the  law, 
offer  to  pay  the  claim  of  a  particular  <3^tor  and  tender  the  same,  all 
reason  for  giving  the  creditor  a  preference  in  the  appointment  as 
administrator  ceases.  Hence  it  has  been  decided  that  his  being  a 
creditor  does  not  give  him  such  a  preferential  right  that  it  may  not  be 
divested  by  the  payment  of  his  claim  by  those  "to  whom  the  proper^ 
of  the  estate  belongs,  subject  to  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the 
estate."  **  Even  where  it  is  clear  that  the  estate  is  insolvent,  a  creditor 
may  be  recognized  as  entitled  to  a  grant  of  administration.** 

29.  Friendship  and  Interest  in  Estate. — ^In  the  early  years  of  the 
English  system  of  jurisprudence,  by  virtue  of  the  statute  of  31  Edward 
III.,  the  ordinary  was  required  to  appoint  the  next  and  most  loyal 
friends  of  the  intestate  to  administer  his  goods.*'  However  arbitrary 
the  practice  of  making  these  grants  may  have  been  before  this  statute, 
the  view  is  generally  accepted  that  grants  of  letters  of  administration 
under  it  must  usually  have  been  made  to  the  husband  of  the  decedent 
as  having  the  property  at  common  law;  and  that,  after  the  statute,  the 
practice  became  settled  in  accordance  with  the  right  of  propeiity." 
Friendship,  or  ties  other  than  that  of  kinship,  such  as  membership 
in  a  lodge  of  Freemasons,  cannot  be  said  to  be  recognized  as  ground 
for  preference  in  the  granting  of  letters  of  administration.**  Since 
the  right  of  administration  follows  the  right  to  the  estate,*®  the  rule 
of  the  ecclesiastical  courts  was  to  prefer  the  person  having  the  greater 
beneficial  interest;  and,  accordingly,  the  court  preferred  the  executor 
of  the  administa*atOT  who  was  sole  next  of  kin  at  the  time  of  the  death, 
to  the  persons  who  were  next  of  kin  at  the  time  of  the  application.* 
Where  the  whole  interest  became  vested  in  persons  other  than  the 

11.  Stebbina  v.   Palmer,  1  Pick.     17.  Potts  v.  Smith,  3  Rawle  (Pa.) 


13.  Re  Englehart,  17  N.  M.  299, 128  19.  Holland  v.  Wheaton,  6  La.  443, 
Pae.  67,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  54,  45  26  Am.  Dee.  481. 

L.B.A.(N.S.)  237.  20.  Bryan  v.  Books,  25  Ga.  622,  71 

14.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  56.  Am.  Dec.  194. 

16.  In  re  Englehart,  17  N.  M.  299,  Note:  2  Eng.  Rnl.  Cas.  75. 

128  Pae.  67,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  54  and  1.  Savage  v.  Blythe,  2  Hag.  Eea. 

note,  45  L.B.A.(N.S.)  237.  150, 2  Eng.  EnL  Cas.  110  and  nota. 
16.  Note:  2  Eng.  Bui  Cas.  106. 


(Mass.)  71, 11  Am.  Dee.  146. 
12.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  56. 


361.  24  Am.  Dee.  359. 
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next  of  kin,  the  grant  of  administration  in  England  was  made  so  as 
to  follov  the  interest,  and  not  to  the  next  of  kin.'  The  same  general 
principle  as  to  the  granting  of  lettexs  of  adminis^tion  to  those  hav- 
ing an  interest  in  the  estate  is  recognized  in  the  appointment  of 
administrators  to  take  charge  of  estates  of  supposed  decedents.  Under 
a  statute  permitting  letters  of  administration  to  be  granted  on  the 
estate  of  an  absentee,  if  the  person  applying  would  be  enUtled  to 
administer  were  the  supposed  decedent  actually  dead,  the  courts  have 
weighed  the  right  of  the  mayor  to  receive  letters  of  administration  in 
the  absence  of  relatives,  or  creditors,  where  the  law  provided  that,  in 
such  cases,  the  estate  should  go  to  the  use  of  the  school  commissionerB, 
which  was  a  department  under  such  mayor.* 

30.  Public  Administrators. — ^In  some  states  if  none  of  the  kindred 
or  creditors  of  a  decedent  applies  for  letters  of  administration  within 
a  given  time,  the  right  to  obtain  such  letters  devolves  on  the  public 
administrator  of  the  proper  county.^  In  other  states  there  are  no 
statutes  authorizing  a  public  administrator  or  other  representative  of 
the  state  to  act  as  administrator  even  in  the  absence  of  other  claimants 
to  the  estate.*  Public  administrators  are  generally  authorized  sum- 
marily to  take  charge  of  all  estates  in  which  the  property  is  left  in  a 
situation  exposed  to  loss  or  damage,  In  addition  the  court  may  be 
given  power  to  require  such  officer  to  take  charge  of  any  other  estates 
in  case  of  necessity.*  The  public  administrator  may  apply  for  letters 
where  the  executor  named  in  the  decedent's  will  is  incompetent  to  act 
as  well  as  in  cases  of  intestacy.^  Unless  the  particular  estate  falls 
within  one  of  the  statutory  classes  of  cases  intrusted  to  him  the  public 
administrator  has  no  right  to  intermeddle  with  it*  In  states  in  which 
the  office  of  public  administrator  is  recognized,  his  right  to  take 
charge  of  property  or  assets  does  not  depend  on  the  existence  or  non- 
existence of  debts.  The  interests  of  the  distributees  are  considered  as 
important  as  those  of  creditors.'  In  a  few  states  the  sheriff  serves  in 
ihia  capacity  of  public  administrator.^*  It  has  been  decided  that  aiter 

1  Fielder  v.  Hanger,  3  Hag,  Ecc  129  N.  W.  1037,  Ann.  Cae.  1913C 

769,  2  Eng.  Rul.  Caa.  104  and  note;  1029. 

Mereer  v.  Moreland,  2  Lee  Ecc.  499,  2  6.  Reynolds  v.  McMnllen,  65  Hieh. 

Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  107  and  note.  568,  22  N.  W.  41,  54  Am.  Bep.  386; 

3.  Baltimore    Savings    Bank    v.  Rozelle  v.  Harmon,  103  Mo.  339,  15 
Weeks,  UO  Md.  78,  72  AtL  476,  22  S.  W.  432, 12  L.RJi..  187. 
LJL4..(N.S.)  221.  7.  In  re  Munroe,  161  Cal.  10,  US 

4.  Strong  V.  Dignan,  207  lU.  385,  Pac.  242,  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  1161. 

69  N.  E.  909A99  A.  S.  R.  225;  Boynton  8.  Reynolds  v.  McMnllen,  56  Hioh. 

V.  Heartt,  158  N.  C.  488,  74  S.  E.  470,  568.  22  N.  W,  41,  54  Am.  Rep.  386. 

Ann.   Caa.   ldl3D   616;   Jordan   v.  9.  Richardson  v.  Bnah,  198  Mo.  174, 

Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  126  Wis.  581,  95  S.  W.  894, 115  A.  S.  E.  472. 

104  N.  W.  803,  110  A.  S.  R.  865,  4  10.  Thompson  v.  Bondocant,  15  AU 

Ann.  Caa.  1113,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  886.  346,  60  Am.  Dee.  186. 

5.  Hcaelian  v.  State,  27  S.  D.  109, 
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the  admiDistration  of  an  estate  has  been  legally  cast  on  a  sheriff,  he 
is  thenceforward  entitled  to  all  the  rights,  and  is  bound  to  perform  all 
the  duties,  of  the  administration.  He  must,  therefore,  prosecute  all 
proper  actions  and  suits  for  the  collection  of  claims  due  the  estate  of 
his  decedent,  and  is  entitled  to  all  legal  and  equitable  defenses  to 
actions  and  suits  brought  against  such  estate.*'  It  seems,  however, 
that  when  the  term  of  office  of  such  sheriff  expires  his  duties  as  public 
administrator  devolve  on  his  successor.*' 

31.  Foreign  Consul. — On  the  death  of  a  person  while  in  a  foreign 
country,  the  consul  representing  his  government  is  ordinarily  charged 
with  the  power  and  duty  of  assuming  the  care  of  his  estate  to  the 
extent  of  taking  possession  of  the  assets  and  teansmitting  them  to  the 
decedent's  domicil.  A  consul,  however,  has  no  authority  to  admin- 
ister the  assets,  apart  from  treaty  provisions,  local  law  or  usage.** 

32.  Discretion  in  Appointing  Officer. — The  right  to  take  out  letters 
of  administration  in  default  of  such  action  by  surviving  hiisband 
or  wife,  next  of  kin,  or  creditors,  is  frequently  given  by  statute  to 
any  person  whom  the  appointing  officer  may  select.**  If  differences 
exist  between  those  entitled  to  a  preferred  right,  and  the  parties 
are  unable  to  adjust  their  differences,  it  is  not  unusual  for  the 
appointing  officer  to  have  power  to  name  some  disinterested  fit  per- 
son to  serve  as  administrator.**  Even  under  statutes  regulating 
the  priorities  of  those  entitled  to  administer,  considerable  discre-, 
tion  is  given  the  court  in  determining  who  shall  be  appointed.  Where 
the  statute  provides  that  the  surviving  spouse  or  next  of  kin,  or 
both,  as  the  court  may  determine,  must  be  appointed,  if  suitable 
and  competent  to  discharge  the  trust,  it  is  for  the  court  to  deter- 
mine whether  such  persons  are  incompetent  or  unsuitable.**  A  stat- 
ute, one  section  of  which  empowers  a  court  to  appoint  as  executors 
persons  named  in  a  will  if  they  are  fit  persons,  and  a  subsequent 
section  of  which  enumerates  the  persons  who  are  not  deemed  fit, 
vests  in  the  court  a  discretion  to  determine  the  existence  of  the 
particular  causes  of  disability  enumerated,  but  does  not  vest  a  broad 
discretion  to  determine  what  are  causes  of  disability.*'    A  statute 

11.  Brewer  v.  Hutton,  45  W.  Va.  re  Weaver,  140  la.  615, 119  N.  W.  69, 
106,  30  S.  E.  81,  72  A.  S.  R.  804.  17  Ann.  Cas.  947,  22  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

12.  Cox  V.  Martin,  75  Miss.  229,  21  1161 ;  Larson  v.  Stewart,  69  Wash.  223, 
So.  6U,  65  A.  S.  B.  604,  36  L.R.A.  124  Pac.  382,  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  1011. 
800.  15.  In  re  Warner,  207  Pa.  St.  580, 

13.  See  Diplomatic  and  Consuur  57  Atl.  35,  99  A.  S.  R.  804. 
Otpicers,  vol.  9,  pp.  158-159.  16.  Clark  v.  Patterson,  214  III.  533, 

14.  Deringer  v.  Deringer,  5  Houst.  73  N.  E.  806,  105  A.  S.  R.  127;  Han- 
(Del.)  416,  1  A.  S.  R.  150;  Alabama  son  v.  Nygaard,  105  Minn.  30,  117 
Great  Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Hill,  139  N.  W.  235,  127  A.  S.  R.  b23. 

Ga.  224,  76  S.  E.  1001,  Ann.  Caa.  17.  Kidd  v.  Bates,  120  Ala.  79,  23 
1914D  996,  43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  236,  in  So.  735,  74  A.  S.  R.  17,  41  L.R.A. 
reference  to  the  laws  of  Alabama;  In  154;  McCIellan  v.  State,  27  S.  D.  109, 
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providing  for  letters  de  bonis  non  at  the  discretion  of  the  court, 
giving  preference  to  the  person  entitled,  if  he  shall  actually  apply 
for  the  some,  does  not  mean  that  the  court  may  capriciously  appoint 
whom  it  pleases,  when  it  pleases,  without  notice  or  opportunity  to 
be  heard  to  those  entitled  to  make  application;  but  it  has  been  held 
that  the  statute  necessarily  imports  that  the  person  entitled  shall 
have  notice  and  a  day  in  court  to  make  such  application. While 
the  court  has  a  discretion  in  granting  or  refusing  applications  for 
letters  of  administration,  yet  when  the  proceeding  is  purely  ex  parte 
and  a  verified  application  shows  the  party  entitled  to  letters,  they 
should  be  granted.'*  Where  the  appointing  officer  is  called  on  to 
exercise  discretion  in  granting  letters  of  administration,  the  rule 
has  been  suggested  that  he  should  select  the  persons  who  repre- 
sent the  choice  of  those  interested  in  the  estate  or  most  of  them, 
if  no  material  objection  exists  to  such  appointment.'* 

Qvalijicationa  and  Diaqualificaiums 

33.  Executors'  Qualifications  at  Common  Law. — At  common  law 

all  persons  might  be  appointed  as  executors  who  were  mentally  capar 
ble  of  executing  the  duties  of  the  trust,  or,  as  it  is  otherwise  stated, 
who  were  capable  of  making  a  will,  or  were  not  specially  disqualified.' 
This  signified  that  ail  persons  except  idiots  and  lunatics  were  com- 
petent to  act  as  executors;  and  that  neither  infancy,  nonresidence, 
coverture,  intemperance,  improvidence,  ignorance,  vice,  dishonesty, 
nor  any  degree  of  moral  guilt  or  delinquency,  disqualified  one  for 
the  office.*  Although  this  general  rule  has  been  modified  by  stat- 
ute in  some  of  the  states,*  the  principle  still  prevails  that  no  discre- 
tion is  vested  in  courts  in  refusing  to  grant  letters  testamentary  to 
the  persons  nominated  in  the  will,  unless  such  persons  are  expressly 
disqualified,  or  such  discretion  ia  vested  by  law.* 

34.  Coverture. — Coverture  was  not,  at  common  law,  a  disqualifica- 
tion for  the  ofhce  of  executrix  or  administratrix,  where  the  husband 

129  N.  W.  1037,  Ann.  Cfts.  1913C  Hamilton,  12  B.  Hon.  (Ky.)  191,  64 

1029.  As  to  grounds  for  disqualificfr-  Am.  Dec.  516  and  note. 

tion,  see  infra,  par.  33  et  seq.  2.  Kidd  v.  Bates,  120  Ala.  79,  23 

18.  Thomas  v.  Knighton,  23  Md.  318.  So.  735,  74  A.  S.  R.  17,  41  LJR.A. 
87  Am.  Dec.  571.    As  to  notice  in  154. 

panting  letters  of  administration,  see  3.  Smith's  Appeal,  61  Conn.  420, 

infra,  par.  47.  24  Atl.  273,  16  L.R.A.  538.    As  to 

19.  Ez  parte  Jenkins,  25  Ind.  App.  the  effect  of  infancy,  nonresidence, 
532,  58  N.  E.  560,  81  A.  S.  R.  114.  etc.,  to-day  on  the  qualifications  of 

20.  Larson  v.  Stewart,  69  Wash.  223,  executors,  see  infra,  par.  35  et  seq. 
124  Pae.  382,  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  1011.  4.  Kidd  v.  Bates,  120  Ala.  79,  23 

1.  Smith's  Appeal,  61  Conn.  420,  24  So.  735,  74  A.  S.  B.  17,  41  L.R.A. 

XtL  273,  16  L.RJL  538;  Berry  v.  164. 
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consented  to  the  wife'a  assuming  the  duties  of  the  trust*  It  has 
been  said  that  a  feme  covert  when  appointed  executrix  would  be 
considered  in  the  spiritual  courts  as  a  feme  sole,  capable  of  suing 
and  being  sued  without  her  husband.  But  if  the  spiritual  courts 
should  proceed  to  compel  her,  against  the  consent  of  the  husband, 
to  take  on  herself  an  executorship,  a  writ  of  prohibition  would  lie 
from  the  courts  of  law.*  In  the  United  States  in  the  absence  of  « 
disabling  statute,  the  general  rule  appears  to  be  that  a  married  woman 
with  the  consent  of  her  husband  may  become  an  executrix,  although 
in  some  states  the  husband's  consent  to  the  wife's  acting  as  an  exec- 
utrix does  not  appear  to  be  required.'  By  law  in  some  of  the  states 
it  is  provided  that  when  a  iharried  woman  is  executrix  her  husband 
should  give  bond  for  the  faithful  performance  of  her  duties.*  Appar- 
ently in  a  proper  case  a  court  of  equity  could  enter  a  decree  against 
him  as  well  as  her.*  By  the  established  rule  of  the  common  law, 
if  a  feme  sole  should  be  appointed  an  executrix,  and  accepted  that 
trust,  and  she  afterwards  married,  her  husband  became  joint  exec- 
utor with  her  during  the  coverture ;  or  perhaps,  speaking  more  accu- 
rately,  he  became  executor  in  her  right.  But  as  the  interest  is  vested 
in  the  husband  in  her  right,  if  she  dies,  it  does  not  survive  to  the 
husband.'*  The  same  rule  applies  to  an  administratrix,  even  in  the 
case  of  the  marriage  of  a  widow  who  is  administering  her  first  hus- 
band's estate.^*  While  an  administratrix,  after  her  marriage,  is 
incapable  of  doing  any  act  of  administration  which  might  be  to  the 
prejudice  of  her  husband  without  his  concurrence,  and  although  the 
husband  may  discharge  all  the  offices  of  the  administration,  she 
nevertheless  does  not  cease  to  be  administratrix  and  she  is  a  neces- 
sary party  in  all  suits  for  and  against  the  administration.  She  is 
even  liable,  after  the  termination  of  the  covertvu'e,  for  the  devastavits 
committed  by  her. husband  during  the  coverture;  and  after  the  ter- 
mination of  the  coverture  she  has  the  same  power  and  authority 
which  she  had  before  its  commencement.**  Where  this  rule  of  the 
common  law  still  remains  in  force  it  has  been  said  that  the  husband, 
as  executor  in  right  of  his  wife,  has  power  to  sell  the  chattels  of 
the  estate  which  pass  by  delivery,  and  release  debts,  without  the 
consent  of  his  wife;  but  that  he  could  not  sell  lands  the  title  of 
which  was  in  her  unless  she  joined  in  the  deed.**   The  foregoing 

5.  Note:  64  Am.  Dee.  618.  (Md.)  162, 14  Am.  Dee.  265;  Wiggin 

6.  Pahner  t.  Oakley,  2  Dong.  v.  Swett,  6  Uet&  (Mass.)  194,  39  Am. 
(Mich.)  433,  47  Am.  Dee.  41.  Dec  TlL 

7.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  1165.         11.  Slaughter  v.  XVoman,  6  T.  B. 

8.  Glaik      Pattersom  214  111.  533,  Mon.  (Ky.)  19,  17  Am.  Dee.  33. 

73  N.  E.  806, 106  A.  S.  B.  127.  12.  Rambo  v.  Wyatt,  32  Ala.  363, 

9.  Davis  T.  Harkneas,  1  Oilman  70  Am.  Dec.  644. 

(in.)  173,  41  Am.  Dec  184.  18.  May  v.  Trasee,  4  Litt.  (Ey.) 

10.  Se^  T.  State,  6  Har.  ft  J.  391*  14  Am.  Dec  159. 
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principle  that  a  husband  may  act  aa  executor  in  the  right  of  his  wife 
is  no  longer  in  general  force,**  though  it  is  not  entirely  obsolete.*" 

35.  Infancy. — An  infant  was  not,  at  common  law,  disqualified  for 
the  office  of  executor.  Even  a  child  en  ventre  sa  mere  might  be  an 
executor.  In  England  by  the  statute  of  38  Geo,  III  it  was  pro- 
vided that  where  an  infant  is  sole  executor,  administration  witii  the 
will  annexed  shall  be  granted  to  the  guardian  of  such  infant,  or  to 
such  other  person  as  the  spiritual  court  shall  think  fit,  until  such 
infant  shall  have  obtained  the  full  age  of  twenty-one  years,  at  which 
period,  and  not  before,  probate  of  the  will  shall  be  granted  to  him. 
It  has  been  held  that  the  grant  of  probate  to  an  infant  along  with 
a  person  who  is  of  full  age  did  not  come  within  the  prohibition 
of  this  statute,  which  is  confined  to  cases  where  the  infant  is  sole 
executor.**  In  the  United  States  various  statutory  provisions  regu- 
late the  subject.  In  some  jurisdictions  it  is  provided  by  law  that 
if  any  person  named  as  executor  in  a  will  shall  be  at  the  time  when 
administration  ought  to  be  granted  under  the  age  of  eighteen  years, 
letters  testamentary  or  of  administration  may  be  granted  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  such  person  had  not  been  named  in  the  will.*'  Else- 
where statutes  provide  that  persons  of  the  age  of  seventeen  years, 
of  sound  mind  and  memory,  may  be  appointed  executors;  but  when 
a  person  appointed  executor  is,  at  the  time  of  proving  the  will,  under 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  administration  with  the  will  cuinexed 
may  be  granted  during  his  minority  unless  there  is  another  executor 
who  accepts  the  trust,  in  which  case  the  estate  shall  be  administered 
by  such  other  executor  until  the  minor  arrives  at  full  age,  when,  on 
giving  bond  as  in  other  cases,  he  may  be  admitted  as  joint  executor 
with  the  former.*®  A  distinction  is  sometimes  drawn  in  respect  to 
age  between  executors  and  administrators.  While  the  law  may  pro- 
hibit the  granting  of  letters  of  administration  to  persons  who  have 
not  attained  their  majority,**  at  least  in  some  jurisdictions  a  dis- 
crimination is  made  in  favor  of  executors  who  although  minors 
may  serve.*' 

36.  Nonresidence.— At  common  law  nonreaidence  does  not  dis- 
qualify or  render  a  person  incompetent  to  be  appointed  and  to  qual- 

14.  Wiggin    T.    Swett,    6    Ifete.  to  administrators  dnraate  minoritate, 

(Mass.)  194,  39  Am.  Deo.  716.  see  infra,  par.  560. 

16.  JeflEeraon  v.  BeaU,  117  Ala.  436,  19.  Kidd  v.  Bates,  120  Ala.  79,  23 

23  So.  44,  67  A.  S.  R.  177.  So.  735,  74  A.  S.  R.  17,  41  L.R.A. 

16.  Notes:  64  Am.  Dec  618;  Ann.  154;  San  Pedro,  L.  A.  A  S.  L.  Ry. 
Cas.  1913B  1164.  Co.  v.  Bailey,  31  Nev.  377,  103  Pao. 

17.  Oaritee  v.  Bond,  102  Md.  379,  232,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  743;  HcCIellan 
02  AtL  631,  111  A.  8.  B.  385,  5  Ann.  v.  State,  27  S.  D.  109, 129  N.  W.  1037, 
Cas.  915.  Ann.  Caa.  1913C  1029. 

18.  Claik  T.  PattetBon,  214  HI  633,  20.  Note:  64  Am.  Dee.  &2L 
73  N.  S.  806,  106  A  8.  B.  127.  As 
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ify  and  serve  as  an  executor  ^  or  administrator.*  The  general  role 
in  the  United  States  is  that  in  the  abeence  of  a  statutory  prohibition 
letters  of  administration  may  be  issued  in  proper  cases  to  a  citizen 
of  anotlier  state,'  or  to  any  nonresident.*  But  in  this  country  the 
question  is  largely  regulated  by  statute,  and  such  statutes,  even  when 
similar,  are  not  always  similarly  interpreted  by  the  courts.  In  some 
states  tlie  statutes  have  changed  the  common  law  rule  only  so  far 
as  to  prevent  nonresidents  from  acting  as  administrators;  and  the 
courts,  when  construing  legislation  on  this  subject,  seera  more  tender 
of  the  testator's  right  to  choose  whom  he  will  to  administer  his  estate, 
than  of  the  right  of  a  nonresident  to  be  appointed  administrator, 
if  otherwise  entitled  to  the  appointment.'  In  other  states  it  has 
been  held  that  a  nonre^dent  of  the  state  in  which  a  will  is  admit- 
ted to  probate  cannot  in  the  absence  of  a  controlling  statute  qualify 
and  act  as  executor.'  In  a  number  of  jurisdictions  statutes  exist 
expressly  forbidding  the  appointment  of  nonresidents  to  act  as  admin- 
istrators,' while  in  others  nonresidence  is  merely  a  ground  for  the 
exercise  of  a  discretion  in  the  probate  judge  in  the  matter  of  grant- 
ing letters.^  A  statute  providing  that  no  nonresident  shall  be  appoint- 
ed or  act  as  an  executor  is  not.within  the  constitutional  guaranty  that 
no  person  sliall  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty  or  property  without  due 
process  of  law."  And  the  right  to  act  as  executor  is  not  a  privilege 
or  immunity  within  the  protection  of  the  federal  constitution.*" 

37.  Alienage. — An  alien  at  common  law  could  be  appointed  an 
executor  or  administrator,^^  and  this  appears  to  have  been  true  even 

1.  Breen  t.  Kehoe,  142  Mich.  58. 105  Pae.  705,  110  A.  S.  R.  98L 

N.  W.  28,  113  A.  S.  R.  558  and  note,  7.  Patch  v.  Walbash  R.  Co,,  207 

1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  349;  San  Pedro,  etw.,  U.  S.  277,  28  S.  Ct.  80,  52  U.  S. 

Ry.  Co.  V.  Bailey,  31  Nev.  377,  103  (L.  ed.)  204,  12  Ann.  Cas.  518  (refei^ 

Pac.  232,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  743  and  ring  to  the  Illinois  statute);  In  n 

note.  Newman,  124  Cal.  688,  57  Pac  686,  45 

Notes:  54  Am.  Dec  618;  1  L.RA.  L.R.A.  780;  Clark  t.  Pattenuin,  214 

(N.S.)  341,  lU.  533,  73  N.  E.  806,  105  A.  S.  R. 

2.  Note:  113  A.  S.  R.  563.  127;  In  ro  Mulford,  217  111.  242,  75 

3.  San  Pedro,  etc,  R.  Co.  v.  Bailey,  N.  £.  345,  108  A.  S.  R.  249,  3  Ann. 
31  Nev.  377,  103  Pac.  232,  Ann.  Cas.  Cas,  986  and  note,  1  L.R.A.(N.S,) 
1912A  743  and  note;  Hecht  v.  Carey,  Sil  and  note;  Hecht  v,  Carey,  13  Wy. 
13  Wyo.  154,  78  Pac  705,  110  A  S.  154,  78  Pac.  705, 110  A.  S.  R.  981. 

R.  981.  Note:  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  347. 

4.  Notes:  54  Am.  Dee.  521;  113  A  8.  Breen  v.  Kehoe,  142  Mich.  58, 105 
8.  A.  663;  1  L.RA.(N.8.)  346,  351;  N.  W.  28,  113  A  S.  R.  558  and  note, 
3  Ann.  Cas.  988;  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  349. 

U65.  9.  In  re  Mulford,  217  111.  242,  75 

6.  Hecht  v.  Carey,  13  Wyo.  154,  78  N.  E.  345,  108  A  S.  R.  249,  3  Ann. 

Pac.  705, 110  A.  S.  R.  981.  Cas.  986, 1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  341.  , 

Notes:  1  L.R.A.{N.S.)  351;  Ann.  10.  In  re  Mulford,  217  III.  242,  76 

Cas.  1912A  984;  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  N.  E.  345,  108  A.  S.  R.  249,  3  Ann. 

1166.  Cas.  986, 1  LJIA.(N.S.)  341. 

6.  Hecht  T.  Carey,  IB  Wyo.  164,  78  11.  Breen  v.  Kehoe,  142  MidL  68» 
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when  the  country  to  which  he  belonged  was  at  the  time  at  war  with 

the  country  in  which  he  is  appointed.'^  In  the  United  States  it  has 
been  decided  that  a  nonresident  alien  is  not  an  incompetent  executor 
under  a  statute  which  provides  that  if  any  executor  shall  reside  out 
of  the  state,  the  court  may  remove  him.''  In  some  of  the  states 
letters  of  administration  are  to  be  denied  on  the  ground  of  alienage 
only  when  the  applicants  are  not  residents  of  the  state.  Under 
statutes  of  this  character,  nonresidence  excludes  only  when  the  claim- 
ant is  not  a  citizen  of  tiie  United  States,  but  where  that  citizenship 
exists  the  nonresidence  is  immaterial,  and  has  no  effect  on  the  right.** 
Elsewhere  it  is  provided  that  if  any  person  named  as  executor  in 
a  will  is  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  letters  of  administration 
should  be  granted  as  if  he  had  not  been  named  in  such  will.'* 

38.  Dishonesty,  Immorality  and  Conviction  of  Crime. — As  has 
already  been  stated  at  common  law  a  person  was  not  disqualified 
from  serving  as  executor  by  reason  of  immorality,  dishonesty  or  moral 
delinquency.'*  It  is  still  generally  true  that  the  moral  fitness  of  a 
peraon  appointed  executor  by  will  cannot  be  inquired  into  by  the 
court  to  which  he  applies  for  permission  to  qualify.''  For  example 
it  has  been  decided  that  if  a  woman  named  by  a  testator  in  his  will 
as  executrix  is  legally  competent,  the  court  cannot  refuse  to  grant 
her  letters  testamentary  on  the  ground  that  she  had  sustained  inti- 
mate relations  with  testator  and  had  received  property  from  him 
during  the  continuance  of  such  relations.'^  Nevertheless,  in  some 
cases  even  in  England  it  seems  that  evidence  may  be  taken  to  attack 
or  sustun  the  character  of  the  person  making  application  for  letters 
of  administration."  A  conviction  of  crime  did  not  in  the  English ' 
system  of  jurisprudence  debar  an  executor  from  serving  in  his  capac- 
ity as  such.  Even  if  outlawed  or  attainted,  he  was  not  deprived  of 
hia  rights  of  executorship  and  could  stiU  sue,  since  he  was  deemed 
to  act  en  autre  droit  and  for  the  benefit  of  others.**  The  common 
law  in  this  respect  has  been  largely  changed  by  statute  in  the  United 
States  and  statutory  limitations  have  been  imposed  disqualifying  per- 
sons from  serving  as  executors  who  have  been  convicted  of  any  infa- 

105  N.  W.  28,  113  A.  S.  B.  558,  1  16.  See  snpra,  par.  38. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  349.      '  17.  In  re  Monroe,  161  Cal.  10,  118 

Note :  3  Ann.  Cas.  988.  Pae.  242,  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  1161  and 

12.  Note:  64  Am.  Dec.  618.  note;  Berry  v.  Hamilton,  12  B.  Hon. 

13.  Breen  v.  Kehoe,  112  Mich.  58,  (Ky.)  191,  54  Am.  Dee.  515. 

105  N.  W.  28,  113  A.  B.  B.  668,  1  18.  Clark  v.  Patterson,  214  lU.  533, 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  349.  73  N.  E.  806, 105  A.  S.  K.  127. 

14.  Libbey  v.  Mason,  112  N.  T.  626,  19.  Mercer  v.  Morland,  2  Lee  Eee. 
20  N.  E.  355,  2  L.R.A.  795.  499,  2  Eng.  Enl.  Gas.  107, 

16.  Oaritee  v.  Bond,  102  Md.  379,      20.  Beny  v.  Hamilton,  12  B.  Uon. 
62  Atl.  631,  111  A.  S.  B.  385,  5  Ann.  (Ky.)  191,  64  Am.  Dee.  61S. 
Cas.  016. 
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mous  crime.^  In  the  various  jurisdictions  the  statutory  restrictiona 
on  the  moral  qualifications  of  executors  differ  widely  as  to  form.  In 
some  states  only  liiose  are  disqualified  who  are  "incapable  to  acc^t 
the  trust,"  and  under  such  a  law  it  has  been  held  tiiat  a  lack  of 
honesty  and  integrity  is  not  sufhcient  ground  for  disqualifying  an 
executor.*  Elsewhere  lack  of  integrity  standing  by  itself  is  made 
a  statutory  ground  for  refusing  to  grant  letters  testamentary  to  the 
executor  named  in  a  will.  What  amounts  to  such  a  lack  is  left  to 
the  decision  of  the  courts.  In  such  case  it  has  been  held  that  a  lack 
of  integrity  is  not  shown  by  the  fact  that  an  executrix  has  been  an 
unfaithful  wife  and  violated  her  marital  obligation.' 

39.  Poverty  and  Insolvency. — In  England  the  spiritual  courts  were 
not  empowered  on  account  of  the  poverty  or  insolvency  of  a  person 
named  in  a  will  to  refuse  to  appoint  him  as  executor,  but  if  be  was 
insolvent  the  court  of  chancery  could  compel  him  to  give  security 
before  he  entered  on  the  trust.  In  the  United  States  it  is  generally 
held  that  the  poverty  of  an  executor,  where  there  is  no  danger  of 
loss  from  misconduct  or  negligence,  is  insufficient  to  warrant  a  court 
of  equity  to  put  him  under  bonds  to  perform  the  txust,  or  as  an 
alternative  give  up  the  office.*  The  general  rule  therefore  is  that, 
in  the  case  of  an  executor,  letters  testamentary  will  not  be  refused 
merely  because  the  person  named  as  executor  is  of  no  financial  respon- 
sibility, or  merely  because  he  is  bankrupt  or  insolvent.*  However, 
even  in  England,  in  the  case  of  an  administrator,  either  bankruptcy  or 
insolvency  has  been  regarded  as  an  objection  to  the  grant  of  letters 
of  administration.*  In  some  of  the  states  of  the  Union  it  seems 
that  an  insolvent  person  will  not  be  appointed  an  administrator. 
Even  in  jurisdictions  adhering  to  this  rule  insolvency  does  not  con- 
sist in  the  mere  not  owfiing  of  property,  but  in  the  owing  of  debts 
in  excess  of  the  value  of  property  possessed  by  the  administrator.' 

40.  Ignorance,  Illiteracy  and  Incompetency. — Inability  to  read  or 
write  is  not,  as  a  general  rule,  a  ground  of  disqualification  of  per- 
sons seeking  appointment  as  administrators,*  even  when  combined 

1.  Kidd  T.  Bates,  120  Ala.  79,  23  2.  Smith's  Appeal,  61  Codd.  420,  24 

So.  735,  74  A.  S.  R.  17,  41  L.R.A.  Atl.  273,  16  L.R.A.  538  and  note. 

154;  Clark  t.  Patteison,  214  III  533,  3.  In  re  Newman,  124  Cat  688,  67 

73  N.  E.  806, 105  A.  S.  R.  127;  Qaritee  Pae.  686,  45  L.R.A.  780. 

V.  Bond,  102  Md.  379,  62  Atl.  631,  4.  Note:  54  Am.  Dec.  519. 

Ill  A.  S.  R.  385,  6  Ann.  Cas.  915;  5.  Notes:  138  A.  8.  R.  550;  Ann. 

San  Pedro,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Bailey,  31  Cas.  1913B  1163. 

Nev.  377,  103  Pae.  232,  Ann.  Cao.  6.  Note :  54  Am.  Dee.  521. 

1912A  743;  MeClellan  v.  State,  27  7.  Boweraox's  Appeal,  100  Pa.  St 

S.  D.  109,  129  N.  W.  1037,  Ann.  Cas.  434,  45  Am.  Rep.  387.    As  to  what 

1913C  1020.  As  to  what  are  infamoos  constitutes    insolvency,    see  Bank- 

crimea.  see  Cbuqnal  Law,  vol.  8,  p.  bdptct,  vol  3,  p.  273;  Ihsolvbnot. 

62.  8.  Note:  64  Am.  Dee.  621. 
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with  poverty.*  These  qualifioatioos,  while  very  usefoli  cannot  prop- 
erly  be  deemed  to  be  absolutely  essential^  because  persons  without 
them  often  have  good  business  capacity.  It  seems  however  that  illit- 
eracy, coupled  with  improvidence  and  a  want  of  imderstanding, 
constitutes  incapacity,  and  is  a  ^lod  cause  for  removal.^*  And  a 
person  who  is  lacking  in  business  experience  will  not  be  refused 
appointment  as  executor,  although  it  appears  that  he  is  also  defi- 
cient in  honesty  and  integrity.'*  In  some  jurisdictions  statutory 
provisions  expressly  exclude  as  unfit  to  serve  as  executors  or  admin- 
istrators those  who  are  incompetent  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the 
trust  by  reason  of  intemperance,  improvidence,  or  want  of  under- 
standing.*' Insanity  is  always  a  disqualifying  condition,**  and  in 
some  states  it  is  provided  by  statute  that  if  the  executor  named  in 
the  will  is  of  unsound  mind,  letters  of  administration  should  be 
granted  as  if  such  person  had  not  been  named  in  the  will.**  How- 
ever, in  this  connection  it  may  be  noted  that  the  courts  have  held 
that  drunkards,  and  even  those  who  have  been  adjudged  to  be 
habitual  drunkards,  are  not  thereby  disqualified  from  serving  as 
executors.** 

41.  Antagonistic  Interest  and  Indebtedness  to  Estate.— According 
to  the  rule  that  ineligibility  to  the  office  of  executor  is  the  excep- 
tion, and  that  the  competency  of  all  persotis  who  are  of  sound  mind 
is  the  general  rule  in  determining  tlie  qualifications  of  those  named 
as  executors,**  therefore  if  the  statutes  in  enumerating  the  disquali- 
fying causes  do  not  mention  an  adverse  interest  of  a  creditor  of 
the  testator,  or  a  want  of  harmony  with  the  heirs  and  coexecutors, 
as  disqualifications,  the  courts  will  not  refuse  letters  testamentary 
for  those  causes.*^  Indebtedness  to  the  testator  does  not  of  itself 
disqualify  a  person  to  act  as  his  executor.**  Nor  can  letters  testa^ 
mentary  be  denied  merely  because  the  petitioner  has  a  claim  against 
the  estate.**    The  statutes  generally  enumerate  the  causes  which 

9.  Bowenoz*8  Appeal,  100  To.  St.  62  Atl.  631,  111  A.  S.  B.  385,  6  Ann. 
434,  45  Am.  Rep.  387.  Cas.  915. 

10.  Note:  138  A.  S.  R.  530.  15.  Note:  64  Am.  Dee.  619. 

11.  Smith's  Appeal,  61  Conn.  420,24     16.  See  snpra,  par.  33. 

Atl.  273,  16  L.R.A.  638.  17.  Clark  v.  Patteraon,  214  HL  633, 

12.  Kidd  V.  Bates,  120  Ala.  79,  23  73  N.  B.  806, 105  A.  S.  R.  127. 

So.  735,  74  A.  S.  R.  17,  41  L.R.A.  18.  Kidd  v.  Bates,  120  Ala.  79,  23 

154;  McCIeUan  v.  State,  27  S.  D.  So.  736,  74  A.  S.  R.  17,  41  L.RJL.  154; 

109, 129  N.  W.  1037,  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  Breen  v.  Kehoe,  142  Midi.  68,  105  N. 

1029.  W.  28,  113  A.  8.  B.  568,  1  LJtJl. 

13.  HeCraniftT.  Hutchinson,  139  Oa.  (N.S.)  349. 

792,  77  S.  E.  1064,  46  L.R.A.(N.S.)  19.  In  re  Munroe,  161  Cal.  10,  118 

1073  and  note:  Beny  v.  Hamilton,  Pac.  242,  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  1161;  Hall 

12  6.  Hon.  (Ky,)  191,  64  Am.  Dee.  t.  Thayer,  105  Mass.  219,  7  Am.  Bep. 

615.  513. 

14.  Garitee  v.  Bond,  102  Md.  379,  Frequently  croditon  an  spedally 
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will  render  persons  incompetent  to  act,  and  when  this  is  the  case 
it  is  usually  considered  that  the  courts  are  restricted  to  the  causes 
named  and  have  no  authority  to  refuse  to  issue  letteis  to  a  person 
because  his  interests  are  hostile  to  those  of  the  estate  and  the  lega- 
tees under  the  will,  where  such  a  cause  is  not  one  of  the  disqualifica- 
tions enumerated  in  the  statute.^**  In  spite  of  the  foregoing  prin- 
ciples, the  best  interests  of  an  estate  may  frequently  be  promoted 
by  committing  the  administration  to  some  disinterested  person  rather 
than  to  one  of  two  persons  engaged  in  controversy  in  reference  to 
the  estate.^  This  is  especially  ime  where  the  executor  will  be  called 
on  to  carry  on  Htigation  between  himself  individually  and  himself 
as  representing  the  estate.*  On  the  same  principle  that  an  admin- 
istrator should  be  one  free  from  interests  antagonistic  to  the  estate, 
it  has  been  decided  that  the  surviving  partner  of  an  intestfUe  ought 
not  to  be  appointed  administrator  of  his  estate.' 

42.  Corporations. — A  corporation,  according  to  the  modem  author- 
ities, may  act  as  administrator  when  the  law  of  the  state  does  not 
require  the  administrator  to  take  an  oath,  or  to  do  any  other  act 
which  a  corporation  may  be  considered  as  incapable  of  performing.* 
Since  corporations  are  artificial  persons,  they  frequently  are  appointed 
as  administrators  and  executors.*  A  corporation  may  act  as  admin- 
istrator under  a  charter  giving  it  the  right  and  power  to  accept  and 
execute  all  trusts  of  every  name  and  kind,  and  to  act  as  executor, 
although  the  term  "administrator"  is  not  included  among  those  spe- 
cifically designated  therein,  since  that  term  is  included  in  the  broad 
power  as  to  trusts,  and  the  term  "executor"  also  fairly  includes  it 
Such  a  corporation  is  not  precluded  from  acting  as  administrator 
under  appointment  by  the  court  by  virtue  of  the  provision  that  it 
may  execute  such  trusts  as  may  be  imposed  on  it  by  any  "person 
ixr  corporation."  *  It  has  been  held  that  where  a  foreign  corpora- 
tion has  acted  as  administrator  in  the  state  where  it  was  created  it 
may  act  as  such  in  another  state,  and  may  bring  suit  there.' 


preferred  in  the  granting  of  letters  of 
administration.  See  supra,  par.  28. 

20.  Kidd  V.  Bates,  120  Ala.  79,  23 
So.  735,  74  A.  S.  E.  17,  41  L.RJ\.. 
154. 

1.  In  re  Warner,  207  Pa.  St.  580, 
57  Atl.  35,  99  A.  S.  R.  804. 

2.  Swope  V.  Swope,  173  Ala.  157, 
55  So.  418,  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  937  and 
note;  EIrod  v.  Lancaster,  2  Head 
(Tenn.)  671,  76  Am.  Dee.  749. 


S.  Note:  54  Am.  Dec.  631. 

4.  Deringer  v.  Deringer,  5  Houst. 
(Del.)  416,  1  A.  S.  R.  150.  See  also 
Corporations,  vol.  7,  p.  560. 

5.  In  re  Warner,  207  Pa.  St  680,  67 
Atl.  35,  99  A.  S.  R.  804. 

6.  Union  Bank,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Wright, 
(Tenn.)  68  S.  W.  755,  62  L.K.A.  46a 

7.  Deringer  t.  Deringer,  6  Houst. 
(DeL)  416, 1  A.  S.  B.  160. 
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Procedure  as  tc  Appointment 

43.  Petition  for  Letters. — An  application  for  letters  of  adtninia- 
tration  may  in  some  jurisdictions  be  made  orally,*  but  the  general 
rule  is  that  such  application  must  be  in  writing,  signed  by  the  appli- 
cant, and  must  state  the  facts  essential  to  give  the  court  jurisdiction 
of  the  case*  Where  a  written  application  is  required  for  letters  of 
administration,  it  should  allege  the  death  of  the  decedent  and  that 
he  was,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  a  resident  of  the  county  in  which 
the  letters  are  applied  for."  In  some  states  the  applicant,  at  the 
time  of  filing  his  application,  must  make  an  affidavit,  stating,  to 
the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  the  names  and  places  of  resi- 
dence of  the  heirs  of  the  deceased,  and  that  the  deceased  died  with- 
out a  will.  This  last  requirement  is  due  to  the  fact  that  intestacy 
is  a  necessary  prerequisite  to  the  granting  of  general  letters  of  admin- 
istration.i'  But  elsewhere  it  has  been  held  that  the  representative 
of  the  public,  applying  for  letters  of  administration  on  tlie  estate 
of  an  absentee,  for  the  purpose  of  claiming  an  escheat,  need  not  allege 
absence  of  relatives  or  creditors,  where  the  statute  merely  required 
the  court  to  be  satisfied,  before  granting  the  letters,  that  the  person 
applying  would  be  entitled  to  administer  if  the  supposed  decedent 
were  actually  dead." 

44.  Time  of  Granting  Letters. — An  application  for  letters  of  ad- 
miniatraUon  is  deemed  made  when  a  petition  therefor  is  filed  with 
the  clerk  of  the  proper  court."  In  most  jurisdictions  there  are  rec- 
ognized limitations  as  to  the  time  when  letters  may  be  granted,'* 
and  sometimes  the  rights  of  the  various  parties  entitled  to  letters 
are  so  regulated  that  preferred  classes  have  a  certain  period  of  time 
within  which  to  take  out  administration  before  a  similar  privilege 
is  conferred  on  other  classes  of  persons  interested  in  the  estate.'^ 

45.  Delay  and  Lapse  of  Time. — ^A  great  lapse  of  time  since  the 
death  of  an  intestate  is  sometimes  considered  a  sufficient  reason  for 

8.  Savings  Bank  of  Baltimore  v.  tion  of  estates  of  abeenteea  and  snp- 
Weeks,  110  Md.  78,  72  Atl.  475,  22  posed  decedents,  see  infra,  par.  89. 
LJl.A.(N.S.)  221.  13.  Dungan  v.  Superior  Court,  149 

9.  Beckett  v.  Selover,  7  Cal.  215,  68  Cal.  98,  84  Pae.  767,  117  A.  S.  R.  119. 
Am.  Dec.  237;  In  re  Guye,  54  Wash.  14.  Such  is  the  law  of  Alabama. 
264, 103  Pac.  25, 132  A  S.  R.  1111.  Alabama  Great  Southern  R.  Co.  v. 

10.  Bechett  v.  Selover,  7  Cal.  216,  Hill,  139  Ga.  224,  76  S.  E.  1001,  Ann. 
68  Am.  Dec.  237.  Cas.  1914D  .996,  43  L.R.A(N.S.)  236. 

11.  In  re  Guye,  64  Wash.  264,  103  See  also  infra,  par.  45. 

Pac.  25,  132  A  S.  R.  Ull.   See  in-  15.  Carpigiani  v.  HaU,  172  Ala.  287, 

faa,  par.  85.  55  So.  248,  Ann.  Cas,  1913D  651; 

12.  Savings  6an^  of  Baltimore  v.  Alabama  Great  Southern  R.  Co.  v. 
Weeks,  110  Md.  78,  72  Atl..  475,  22  Hill,  139  Ga.  224,  76  S.  E.  1001,  Ann. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)   221.   For  administrB-  Cas.  1914D  996,  43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  236. 
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refusing  letters  of  administration.  At  common  law,  no  time  ia  pie- 
scribed  witiiin  which  letters  may  be  granted.  Some  of  the  states 
have  statutes  limiting  the  time,  for  example  laws  providing  that 
after  a  lapse  of  twenty  years  administration  shall  not  be  granted, 
except  to  distributees  who  were  minors  or  femes  covert  at  tiie  death 
of  the  decedent,  and  that  as  to  them  thirty  years  are  allowed.**  If 
an  original  administration  is  granted  more  than  twenty  years  after 
the  death  of  the  intestate  under  such  statutes  it  is  ipso  facto  a  null- 
iiy.^^  In  some  states  it  is  provided  by  law  that  if  administration 
has  not  been  taken  on  the  estate  of  a  testator  or  intestate  within 
twenty  years  after  his  decease,  and  any  property  or  claim  or  right 
thereto  remains  undistributed  or  thereafter  accrues  to  such  estate 
and  remains  to  be  administered,  original  administration  may  for  cause 
be  granted,  but  that  such  administration  shall  affect  no  other  prop- 
erty-** The  consensus  of  opinion  of  the  courts,  in  cases  where  the 
question  has  been  incidentally  raised  and  discussed,  seems  to  be  that 
in  the  absence  of  express  statutory  provisions  no  lapse  of  time  will 
bar  a  proceeding  to  obtain  a  grant  of  administration.  This  is  based 
on  the  reason  that  the  legal  title  to  personalty  belonging  to  the 
estate  devolves  on  the  executor  or  administrator,  and  can  be  recov- 
ered and  transmitted  to  the  heirs  or  distributees  only  through  him, 
and  that  unrepresented  estates  are,  under  strict  rules  of  law,  un- 
affected by  general  statutes  of  prescription  or  limitation.**  Thus 
it  has  been  held  that  where  the  law  in  force  at  the  time  of  the  death 
of  an  intestate  does  not  fix  the  time  within  which  administration 
of  bis  estate  must  be  commenced,  the  fact  that  administration  was 
granted  more  than  ten  years  after  his  death  does  not  render  it  void." 
Apart  from  the  question  of  the  validity  or  invalidity  of  a  grant  of 
letters  of  administration  after  many  years,  laches  in  procuring  the 
administration  may  preclude  a  creditor  from  having  the  real  prop- 
erty  of  the  estate  sold  to  pay  his  debt.  Though  no  statute  of  limita- 
tion is  applicable,  an  unreasonable  delay,  either  in  administering 
or  in  making  a  sale  after  administration  is  taken,  may  amount  to 
laches.  Thus  it  has  been  decided  that  in  a  state  in  which  it  is  the 
policy  of  the  law  that  seven  years  should  be  deemed  a  sufficient 
time  in  which  to  assert  a  titie  to  land,  this  period  will  likewise  be 
regarded  as  a  sufficient  time  in  which  a  creditor  should  take  out 
letters  of  administration  and  adopt  other  steps  such  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  enforce  his  right  to  have  the  real  estate  of  the  decedent  sold 
to  satisfy  his  demands.'*  If,  however,  a  proceeding  for  the  appoint- 

18.  Note:  46  Am.  Dee.  439.  19.  Note:  2  Ann,  Cas.  773. 

17.  Holyoke  v.  Hasfcins,  6  Pick.     20.  Lyne  v.  Sanford,  82  Tei.  68, 19 


18.  Dallinger  v.  Mozw,  208  Mass.  21.  Roth  v.  Holland,  56  Ark.  633, 20 
501,  94  nTe.  701,  Ann.  Gas.  1912A  S.  W.  621,  36  A  S.  B.  138. 


(Mass.)  20, 16  Am.  Dec.  372. 


S.  W.  847,  27  A.  S.  R.  852. 
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ment  of  an  adminifltrator  is  to  be  considered  as  an  "action"  within 
the  meaning  of  that  word  as  used  in  a  general  statute  of  limitations, 
it  is  subject  to  the  bar  prescribed  for  all  actions  not  particularly 
specified,  there  being  no  special  mention  in  the  statute  of  ni^ 
proceedings.^ 

46.  Proceedings  to  Compel  Probate. — ^While  a  person  who  is  nomi- 
nated as  executor  in  an  instrument  purporting  to  be  the  will  of  a 
decedent,  and  who  desires  to  qualify,  rests  under  a  moral  obligation 
to  offer  the  instrument  for  probate,  it  is  not  his  imperative  legal 
duty  to  do  so,  since  the  instrument  may  be  offered  for  that  purpose 
by  a  devisee,  legatee,  creditor,  or  other  person  interested  in  the  estate.* 
If  those  interested  in  a  will  fail  to  present  it  for  probate  to  the 
proper  court  of  the  testator's  domicil,  any  person  interested  in  the 
estate  as  heir,  creditor  or  otherwise,  may  petition  that  court  for  the 
appointment  of  an  administrator.  In  such  cases  it  has  been  said  that 
it  is  no  defense  to  such  petition  that  the  deceased  made  a  will  which 
was  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  such  court,  and  the  executors  will  not 
be  permitted  by  suppressing  a  will,  or  by  refusing  to  probate  it  in 
the  court  of  the  testator's  domicil,  to  prevent  those  interested  in 
supporting  or  in  defeating  the  will  from  having  a  hearing  on  the 
questions  of  the  testator's  domicil  and  intestacy  in  the  probate  court 
of  the  testator's  domicil.' 

47.  Requirements  as  to  Notice. — By  the  practice  of  the  English 
ecclesiastical  courts,  a  will  may  be  proved  either  in  common  form, 
ex  parte,  on  being  presented  by  the  executor,  or  in  solemn  form 
after  notice  to  all  persona  interested.  According  to  that  practice, 
when  a  will  has  been  proved  in  common  form,  the  court  may,  on 
tbe  subsequent  application  of  any  person  interested,  and  notice  to 
the  executor,  at  any  time  within  thirty  years,  order  that  will,  or  a 
later  one,  if  produced,  to  be  proved  in  solemn  form.*  Although  the 
distinction  between  probate  in  common  and  in  solemn  form  is  no 
longer  generally  recognized,  various  rules  have  arisen  in  the  sev- 
eral states  as  to  notice  in  proceedings  involving  the  probate  of  wills 
and  the  granting  of  letters  testamentary  and  of  administration.  The 
subject  is  not  without  difficulty  since  the  giving  of  notice  is  soine- 

*  times  considered  a  matter  essential  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  probate 
court,  and  in  other  cases  the  failure  to  give  notice  is  deemed  of  con- 
siderable importance  in  direct  proceedings  to  set  aside  actions  by 
executors  or  administrators,  but  of  minor  significance  when  merely 
m  collateral  attack  on  such  actions  ia  made.   Much  of  the  diversity 

1.  Gwinn  v.  Mdvin,  9  Idaho  202,  72  8.  Scripps  v.  Wayne  Probate  Jndge, 

Pae.  961,  108  A.  S.  B.  U9,  2  Ann.  131  Mich.  266,  90  N.  W.  1061,  100 

Cas.  770  and  note.  A.  S.  R.  614. 

S.  Dodd  T.  Anderson,  107  N.  T.  466,  4.  Waters  t.  Stickney,  12  Allen 

90  N.  £.  1137,  18  Ann.  Cas.  738,  27  (Mass.)  1,  90  Am.  Dee.  122.  Sea 

UBA.(N.S.)  336.  also  Wu^ls. 
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of  opinion  seems  to  arise  from  the  fact  that  the  appellate  courts 
have  not  always  agreed  on  the  character  of  probate  proceedings,  nor 
upon  the  status  of  probate  courts.  Some  of  the  courts  hold  that 
probate  courts  are  courts  of  special  and  limited  jurisdiction,  whose 
records  must  affirmatively  disclose  jurisdiction;  while  others  hold 
that  they  are  to  be  treated  as  courts  of  general  jurisdiction,  with  all 
the  presumptions  incident  to  such  courts.  Again,  the  appellate  courts 
generally  regard  probate  proceedings  as  proceedings  in  rem,  while  a 
small  number  apparently  treat  such  proceedings  as  in  personam. 
That  is,  while  such  proceedings  are,  as  a  general  rule,  regarded  by 
all  courts  as  proceedings  in  rem,  yet  some  of  the  courts,  when  they 
come  to  apply  the  doctrine  of  notice,  seem  to  disregard  the  rule 
applicable  to  proceedings  in  rem,  and  apply  the  rule  applicable  to 
proceedings  in  personam.*  The  view  adhered  to  in  many  jurisdic- 
tions is  that  the  estate  of  a  decedent  is  a  definite  thing  or  res,  on 
which  the  court  having  jurisdiction  may  act,*  and,  the  proceedings 
being  in  rem,'  the  giving  of  notice  of  an  application  for  letters  of 
administration  is  not  necessary  in  order  to  confer  jurisdiction  over 
the  estate.  Under  this  view  the  validity  of  the  subsequent  proceed- 
ings cannot  be  questioned  in  a  collateral  proceeding,  although  notice 
has  not  been  duly  made  in  the  manner  provided  by  law,*  but 
notice  is  required  merely  in  order  that  opportunity  may  be  given 
to  object  to  the  selection  of  an  improper  person,  and  thus  aid  the 
court  in  appointing  a  proper  administrator;  but  such  notice  and 
opportunity  to  be  heard  are  matters  of  legislative  favor,  and  are 
not  essential  to  the  jurisdiction  and  power  of  the  court  to  grant 
letters  of  administration.'  In  other  states  tlie  opposite  view  is  taken,' 
and  notice  of  an  application  for  letters  is  required  in  order  to  bring 
the  parties  before  the  court  and  give  it  jurisdiction.^*'  The  statutes 
in  force  in  the  different  states  frequently  designate  the  persons  to 
whom  notice  should  be  given.^^ 

5.  Barrette  V.  Whitney,  36  Utah  574,  523;  Jordan  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co., 
106  Pac.  522,  37  L.R.A.(N.S.)  368.  125  Wis.  581,  104  N.  W.  803,  110  A. 
As  to  whether  probate  courts  are  courts  S.  R.  805,  4  Ann.  Cas.  1113  and  notc,^ 
of  limited  or  of  general  jurisdiction,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  885. 

see  infra,  par.  59,  60.  Notes:  37  LJl.A.(M.S.)  369;  4  Ann. 

6.  Milbra  v.  Sioss-Sheffield  Steel,  Cas.  1122. 

etc.,  Co.,  182  Ala.  622,  62  So.  176,  9.  Alabama,  etc.,  R.   Co.  v.  Hill, 

46  L.R.A;(N.S.)  274  and  note;  Bar-  139  Ga.  224,  76  S.  E.  1001,  Ann.  Cas. 

tette  V.  Whitney,  36  Utah  574,  106  1914D  996, 43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  23S;  Han- 

Pac.  522,  37  L.R.A.(N.£5.)  368.  son  v.  Nvgaard,  105  Minn.  30,  117  N. 

7.  See  infra,  par.  72.  W.  235, 127  A.  S.  R.  523. 

8.  Alabama  Great  Southern  R.  Co.  10.  Beckett  v.  Selover,  7  Cal.  215, 
V.  Hill,  139  Ga.  224,  76  S.  E.  1001,  68  Am.  Dec.  237. 

Ann.  Cas.  1914D  996,  43  L.R.A.(N.S.)      11.  Thomas  v.  Knighton, 23 Md.  318, 
236;  Hanson  v.  Nvgaard,  105  Minn.  87  Am.  Dee.  fiTl. 
30,  117  N.  W,  235,  127  A.  8.  R. 
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48.  £ff«ct  of  Failure  to  Give  Notice. — ^The  statutes  sometimes 
expressly  require  that  notice  must  be  given  to  the  parties  interested 
and  that  no  administrator  may  be  appointed  without  such  notice,  and 
when  this  is  the  case  it  has  been  held  that  minor  children  who  did 
not  receive  notice  could  not  waive  the  requirement,  and  therefore 
were  not  bound  by  the  action  of  an  administrator  appointed  without 
such  notice  having  been  given.^^  Some  states  have  adopted  the  view , 
that  while  probate  proceedings  are  deemed  to  be  in  rem,  the  court 
acquires  jurisdiction  of  the  res  and  of  all  persons  interested  in  the 
property  by  the  notice  given  for  the  appointment  of  an  executor  or 
administrator,  so  that  subsequent  notices  of  the  various  steps  in  an 
administration  proceeding,  though  required  by  statute,  are  not  juris- 
dictional; so  as  to  render  the  judgment  subject  to  collateral  attack  in 
ease  they  are  not  given.**  In  jurisdictions  in  which  notice  of  the 
application  for  letters  of  administration  is  not  considered  a  jurisdic- 
tional  requisite,  in  the  absence  of  which  the  proceedings  may  be  set 
aside  on  collateral  attack,  the  failure  to  give  proper  notice  is  an 
irregularity  which  renders  the  subsequent  proceedings  voidable  and 
subject  to  be  set  aside  but  not  collaterally  on  motion  or  appeal.*^ 
Aa  a  general  rule  the  failure  to  give  notice  may  be  waived  by  those 
for  whose  benefit  the  requirements  aa  to  notice  were  enacted,  and 
this  they  may  do  at  any  time  before  the  estate  is  closed.^^ 

49.  Citation. — In  some  states  in  addition  to  notice  a  citation  must 
be  served  on  parties  interested  in  proceedings  for  the  appointment  of 
an  administrator.  Although  in  some  jurisdictions  its  omission  may 
render  the  proceedings  void,  as  a  general  rule  the  failure  to  issue  such 
a  citation  is  not  considered  a  jurisdictional  defect,  but  a  mere  irregu- 
larity, so  that  the  only  consequence  of  the  omission  is  to  make  the 
decree  ex  parte  as  regards  those  not  summoned.'*  The  fact  that  a 
citation  has  been  published  will  not  necessarily  prevent  those  who 
had  no  knowledge  of  the  application  for  letters  of  administration, 
from  moving  in  due  time  to  have  the  judgment  appointing  the 
administrator  set  aside.^'  In  some  states  the  necessity  of  issuing  a 
citation  is  restricted  as  to  parties  in  interest  residing  within  the  juris- 
diction, and  discretion  is  given  to  the  appointing  officer  as  to  the 
issuance  of  citations  to  nonresidents.  Even  under  such  a  law  where 
a  creditor  of  an  intestate,  without  citation  to  his  next  of  kin,  secured 

12.  Hubbard  v.  Cbicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  63  N.  W.  311, 65  A.  S.  R.  448. 

104  Wis.  160,  80  N.  W.  454,  76  A.  16.  Murdoch  v.  Murdoch,  81  Conn. 

S.  R.  855.  681.  72  Atl.  290,  129  A.  S.  R.  231. 

13.  Barrette  v.  Whitney,  36  Utah  17.  Davis  v.  Albriton,  127  Ga.  517, 
674,  106  Pa«.  622,  37  L.R.A.(N.S.)  56  S.  E.  514,  119  A.  S.  R.  352,  8 
368.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  820;  Neal  v.  Boykin,  129 

14.  Hanson  v.  Njgaard,  105  Minn.  Ga.  676,  69  S.  £.  912,  121  A.  a  B. 
'30,  117  N.  W.  235,  127  A.  S.  R.  523.  237. 

15.  Rice  V.  Hosking,  106  Mich.  303, 
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letters  of  administratioii  on  his  estate,  these  may  be  revoked  on  the 
motion  of  a  nonrendent  brother,  who  by  statute  is  entitled  to  adminis- 
ter on  the  estate,  and  who  moves  promptly  on  learning  the  facts.'^ 

50.  Requirements  as  to  Oath  and  Bond. — ^In  order  to  entitle  a  per- 
sonal representative  to  receive  his  letters  testamentary  or  of  adminis- 
tration and  to  enter  on  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  such,  it  is  almost 
always  necessary  that  he  should  qualify  by  taking  an  oath  of  office 
and  (when  required  by  statute)  by  giving  a  bond  with  sureties  for 
the  faithful  administration  of  the  estate  committed  to  his  care.  In 
regard  to  administrators,  the  requirement  of  a  bond  has  existed  since 
the  time  of  Henry  Vlll,'*^  and  it  has  been  carried  into  all  the  Ameri- 
can statutes  relating  to  the  adminis^tion  of  decedents'  estates,*  and 
the  residence  or  nonresidence  of  an  applicant  for  letters  of  adminis- 
tration is  immaterial  in  this  regard  *  In  the  case  of  executors,  how- 
ever, the  rule  is  different,  and  the  difference  is  based  on  the  fact  that 
an  executor  is  selected  by  the  testator  himself,  and  is  presumably  a 
person  in  whom  the  testator  reposes  special  trust  and  confidence, 
while  an  administrator  derives  bis  appointment  from  the  action  of  the 
court.*  The  English  statutes  have  never  required  an  executor  to  give 
a  bond,  though  the  proper  court  may  exact  a  bond  whenever  the 
circumstances  of  the  particular  case  indicate  its  necessity,  and  in  some 
states  in  this  country  such  bond  is  not  required  by  law,*  while  in  other 
states  the  boud  is  dispensed  with  only  in  favor  of  resident  executors.* 
Generally,  however,  the  statutes  in  the  United  States  provide  that 
executors  shall  give  bond,  unless  the  will  directs  that  no  bond  shali 
be  required;*  but  even  in  the  event  of  such  direction  in  the  will, 

18.  In  re  Campbell,  192  N.  Y.  312,     20.  Kote:  13  L.R.A.  104. 

85  N.  E.  392, 18  L.R.A.(K.S.)  606.  1.  Enslava  v.  EUiott,  5  Ala.  264,  39 

19.  Enslava  v.  Elliott,  5  Ala.  264,  Am.  Dec.  326;  Deringer  v.  Deringer, 
39  Am.  Dee.  326;  Deringer  V.  Deringer,  5  Honst.  (Del.)  416,  1  A.  S.  R.  150: 
5  Houst  (Del.)  416,  1  A.  S.  R.  150;  Moore  v.  Eure,  101  N.  a  U,  7  S.  B. 
Moore  v.  Eure,  101  N.  C.  11,  7  S.  B.  471,  9  A.  S.  R.  17. 

471,  9  A.  S.  R.  17.  Note:  13  L.RX  104. 

By  the  law  of  England,  the  person  2.  Moore  v.  Eure,  101  N.  C.  11,  7 

to  whom  administration  is  granted  ia  S.  E.  471,  9  A.  S.  R.  17. 

required  to  take  an  oath  that  he  will  3.  Moore  v.  Eure,  101  N.  G.  11,  7 

well   and   truly  administer  all   and  S.  E.  471,  9  A.  S.  R.  17. 

every  the  goods  of  the  deceased,  and  4.  Note:  13  L.R.A.  104. 

pay  his  debts  so  far  as  the  goods  will  5.  Moore  v.  Eure,  161  N.  C.  11,  7 

extend,  and  exhibit  a  fall  and  troe  ac-  S.  E.  471,  9  A.  S.  R.  17. 

count  of  his  administration.  The  oath  6.  In  re  Molford,  217  DI.  242,  75 

therefore  contains  an  enumeration  of  N.  E.  345,  108  A.  S.  R.  249,  3  Ann. 

the  general  duties  of  an  executor  or  Cas.  986,  1  LJt.A.(N.S.)  341;  In  re 

administrator.    Preston  v.  Melville,  8  Hi^ins,  15  Mont.  474,  39  Pae.  606, 

CI.  &  F.  1,  2  Eng.  Rul.  Gas.  78.  28  L.R.A.  116;  Evans  t.  Foster,  80 

The  Nebraska  statute  does  not  re-  Wis.  509,  50  N.  W.  410,  14  hJUL 

quire  an  executor  to  take  any  oath.  117. 

Leahy  v.  Harworth,  141  Fed.  850,  73  Note:  13  LJI.A.  IM. 
C.  a  A.  84,  4  LilJL.(N.S.)  657. 
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the  oourt  may  generally  for  certfun  specified  reasons  require  that  a 
bond  be  given.'  The  necessity  thai  an  executor  should  61e  a  bond  is 
made  in  some  jurisdictions  to  depend  on  the  financial  standing  and 

responsibility  of  the  executor.* 

51.  Form  of  Bond. — There  is  considerable  diversity  as  regards  the 
form  in  which  an  administration  must  be  taken.  The  usual  form 
contains  conditions  providing  for  the  filing  of  an  inventory  and 
appraisement  of  the  goods  and  chattels,  for  the  collecting  of  debts  due 
the  estate  and  for  the  paying  of  claims  against  the  estate,  also  for 
the  distributing  of  the  residue  of  the  personalty  according  to  law, 
and  the  rendering  of  a  just  and  true  account  witiiin  a  certain  time.* 
In  amount  the  statutes  usually  require  that  the  bond  be  in  a  penal 
sum  double  the  estimated  value  of  the  property  of  the  estate.'**  The 
obligee  is  generally  the  state,  and  as  a  nile  the  bond  must  be  exe- 
cuted by  two  or  more  competent  sureties  to  be  approved  by  the 
eourt  or  surrogate  who  are  to  be  jointiy  and  severally  bound.*' 
In  some  jurisdictions  a  special  form  of  bond  is  permitted  when 
tiie  executor  is  also  the  residuary  legatee  and  there  is  no  widow, 
or  if  there  is  a  widow  she  informs  the  judge  in  writing  that  she 
accepts  the  proviaons  of  the  will.  In  such  cases  the  residuary  legatee 
may  file  a  bond  with  sufficient  sureties  conditioned  only  to  pay  the 
funeral  charges,  debts,  and  legacies,  and  to  render  on  oath  an  account 
of  his  proceedings,  when  thereto  lawfully  required.'*  When  a  sheriff 
acts  as  administrator  '*  it  may  not  be  necessary  for  him  to  give  a  new 
bond.  His  official  bond  as  sheriff  may  be  allowea  to  serve  as  his  bond 
as  administrator.'* 

52.  Effect  of  Failure  to  File  Proper  Bond. — ^In  most  jurisdictions 
the  failure  of  a  person  appointed  administrator  to  give  a  bond  does 
not  render  the  letters  of  administration  void.  They  are,  for  such 
reason,  only  irregular  and  voidable,  and  therefore  are  not  subject  to 
eoUateral  attack,'*  But  merely  give  ground  for  an  appeal.**  Hence 
the  general  nlle  is  that  a  defect  in  the  bond  of  an  administrator  does 
not  vitiate  his  appointment  nor  invalidate  his  acts,"  and  the  omission 
•f  a  surety  from  an  administrator's  bond  does  not  make  void  the 

7.  In  re  Higgins,  15  Mont.  474,  39  12.  Moi;^  t.  Dodge,  44  N.  H.  255, 
Pac.  506,  28  LJI.A.  U6.  82  Am.  Dee.  218. 

Note:  13  L.RJi.  104.  13.  See  snpra,  par.  30. 

8.  Note :  54  Am.  Dec.  620.  14.  Thompson  v.  Bondnrant,  15  Ala. 

9.  Deringer  v.  Deringer,  6  Honst.  346,  60  Am.  Deo.  136. 

(Del.)  416,  1  A.  S.  R.  160;  Judge     15.  Ex  parte  Uaxwell,  37  Ala.  362, 

of  Probate  t.  SuUoway,  68  N.  H.  511,  70  Am.  Dee.  62  and  note. 

44  AU.  720, 73  A.  8.  B.  619, 49  L.BJL     Note :  81  A.  B.  B.  554. 

347.  16.  Palmer  t.   Oakley,   2  Dong. 

10.  Perkins  ▼.  Lewis,  41  Ala.  649,  (Mich.)  433,  47  Am.  Dec.  41. 

94  Am.  Dec.  616.  17.  PeebleB  t.  Watts,  9  Dana  (Ky.) 

11.  Nanz  V.  Oakley,  120  N.  T.  84,  102,  33  Am.  Dee.  631. 
24  N.  E.  306,  9  L.B.A.  223. 
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grant  of  letters.**  On  similar  principles  a  statute  requiring  an  ad- 
ministrator's bond  to  be  "approved"  by  the  county  judge  has  been 
held  to  be  directory  merely,  and  the  granting  of  letters  without  such 
approval  in  form  has  been  considered  at  most  as  a  mere  irregularity, 
which  can  only  be  taken  advantage  of  by  appeal  from  the  order.** 
The  administration  of  an  estate  in  some  jurisdictions  is  considered 
as  suspended  until  the  person  appointed  executor  files  a  proper  bond. 
Where  this  rule  is  recognized  the  courts  hold  that  the  .  claims  of 
creditors  will  not  be  barred  by  failure  to  present  them,  or  to  com- 
mence suit  upon  them,  while  such  suspension  continues."  However, 
it  seems  to  be  settled  law  that  a  defendant,  when  sued  by  an  adminis- 
trator, cannot  rely  on  the  statute  of  limitations  as  a  defense  to  an 
action  to  recover  damages  for  wrongful  death,  because  the  adminis- 
trator who  brought  the  action  did  not  file  a  proper  administration 
bond  until  the  statutory  period  had  elapsed  since  the  acddenL* 

53.  Joint  Letters  of  Administration. — Letters  of  administration 
may  be  granted  to  several  persons  jointly.*  ^ot  infrequently  a  widow, 
in  applying  for  letters,  is  given  the  right  to  associate  with  herself  a 
stranger  in  blood  to  the  intestate,  although  the  next  of  kin  of  the 
intestate  may  object  thereto.*  Joint  administration  with  joint  liabil- 
ity, where  the  parties,  from  the  very  beginning,  proclaim  themselves 
as  hostile,  or  at  least  as  adverse  to  each  other,  is  inadvisable  and  it 
seems  that  in  such  cases  joint  letters  would  not  be  granted  against  the 
protest  of  one  of  the  parties  thereto.* 

54.  Who  May  Contest  Appointment. — As  a  general  rule  any  per- 
son interested  in  a  decedent's  estate  may  appear  in  the  probate  pro- 
ceeding and  contest  the  appointment  of  an  administrator,  or  may  in 
the  same  manner  have  an  improper  appointment  revoked.'  For 
example  heirs  and  creditors  of  a  decedent  will  be  accorded  standing 
as  caveators  when  an  application  for  letters  of  administration  is  pend- 
ing, and  if  already  granted  they  may  be  proper  p^ies  as  plaintiff  in 
proceeding  to  vacate  or  set  aside  the  decree  appointing'  the  adminis- 
trator.* On  a  petition  for  letters  of  administration,  although  it  may 
not  be  necessary  to  cite  a  person  having  a  right  to  letters  prior  or 
equal  to  that  of  the  petitioner,  but  residing  in  another  state,  yet  if  such 

18.  Bloom  v.  Bnrdiek,  1  HUl  (N.  T.)  (Ky.)  19,  17  Am.  Deo.  33. 
130,  37  Am.  Dee.  299.  3.  Note:  4  Ann.  Caa.  650. 

19.  Carmeron  t,  Cameron,  IS  Wis.  4.  Williams  v.  Williams,  25  App. 
.1,  82  Am.  Dee.  652.  Cas.  (D.  G.)  32,  4  Ann.  Cas.  549  and 

20.  Morgan  v.  Dodge,  44  N.  H.  255,  note. 

82  Am.  Dee.  213.  5.  Beresford  v.  American  Coal  Co., 

1.  Beresford  v.  American  Coal  Co.,  124  la.  34,  98  N.  W.  902,  70  L.R.A. 
124  la.  34,  98  N.  W.  902,  70  L.R.A.  266;  San  Pedro,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Bailey, 
256.  31  Nev.  377,  103  Pao.  232,  Ann.  Caa. 

2.  Williams  v.  Williams,  26  App.  1912A  743. 

Cas.  (D.  C.)  32,  4  Ann.  Cas.  649  ;  6.  Keal  v.  Boykin,  129  Qa.  676,  SO 
Slaughter  v.  Froman,  5  T.  B.  Mod.  S.  E.  912, 121  A.  8.  R.  237. 
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person  appears  before  the  surrogate,  and  presents  his  claim  previous 
to  the  issue  of  letters,  it  cannot  be  disregarded.'  Where,  however, 
the  only  persons  interested  in  an  estate  do  not  object  to  tlie  appoint- 
ment of  the  person  to  whom  letters  of  administration  are  granted, 
strangers  will  not  be  permitted  to  intervene  and  raise  objections.* 
Since  an  amicus  curiae  cannot  assume  the  function  of  a  party  in 
an  action  or  proceeding  pending  before  the  courts,  a  stranger  cannot 
in  the  guise  of  such  amicus  curiae  resist  the  granting  of  letters  of 
administration  to  another .•  A  debtor  to  an  intestate's  estate  has  no 
standing  to  question  the  granting  of  letters  of  administration.  Hence 
a  railroad  company  against  which  an  action  lies  by  the  estate  for 
damage  for  death  of  the  decedent  cannot  be  heard  in  a  probate  court 
in  opposition  to  proceedings  for  administration  of  his  creditor's 
estate." 

55.  Appeals  as  to  Appointments. — ^Under  proper  circumstances  an 
appeal  will  lie  from  tlie  action  of  the  court  refusing  to  revoke  letters 
of  administration.^^  Usually  the  question  of  the  right  of  appeal  from 
orders  in  proceedings  for  the  administration  of  decedent's  estates  is 
regulated  by  statute.  Where  the  right  of  appeal  is  not  so  regulated 
proceedings  may  be  in  accordance  with  the  common  law  practice. 
As  a  rule  anyone  having  an  interest  in  an  estate,  although  not  named 
in  the  administatition  proceedings,  may,  by  application  to  the  probate 
court,  make  his  interest  appear,  even  after  judgment,  so  as  to  qualify 
himself  to  appeal.'*  Instead  of  merely  appealing  from  the  action 
of  the  court  in  appointing  another  as  administrator  the  statutes  in 
some  jurisdictions  require  that  any  person  who  seeks  to  contest  the 
grant  of  letters  to  another  on  any  ground  except  the  latter's  being 
incompetent  or  disqualified  must  do  so  by  asserting  his  own  right  to 
the  administration  and  praying  that  letters  be  issued  to  himself.^* 

7.  Libbey  v.  Mason,  112  N.  T.  525,  11.  San  Pedro,  etc.,  R.  Co..  v.  Bailey, 
20  N.  E.  355,  2  L.R.A.  795  and  note.  31  Nev.  377,  103  Fac.  232,  Ann.  Cas. 

8.  Id  re  Weaver,  140  la.  615,  119  1912A  734. 

K.  W.  69, 17  Ann.  Cas.  947  and  note,  12.  Craighead  t.  Alexander,  38  App. 
22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1161.  Cas.  (D.  C.)  229,  Ann.  Cas.  1913C 

9.  MeCleUan  v.  State,  27  S.  D.  109,  847  and  note. 

120  N.  W.  1037,  Ann.  Gas.  1913C  13.  Banctte  v.  Whitney,  36  Utah 

1029.    As  to  the  principle  here  in-  574,  106  Fae.  622,  37  LJl.A.(N.S.) 

Tolved,  see  Auicus  Cdsiai,  vol.  1,  pp.  368.    As  to  interest  as  mential  to 

1053-1054.  the  right  of  appeal,  see  Appeal  and 

10.  In  »  Mayo,  60  S.  C.  401,  38  Emoa,  vol.  2,  p.  52. 

S.  E.  634,  64  L.RA.  660.    As  to  a     14.  MeCIellan  v.  State,  27  S.  D. 
claim  for  a  wrongful  act  causing  death  109, 129  N.  W.  1037,  Ann.  Cas.  191SG 
as  authorizing  the  appointment  of  an  1029. 
administrator,  see  Death,  vol.  8,  p. 
768. 

69 


Digitized  by  Google 


H  66,  07         EXECUTORS  AKD  ADMINISTBATORS       U  B.  C.  H 


m.  JuBiSDicnoK  IK  Mattsbs  of  Administration 
'  In  Qeneral 

56.  At  Common  Law. — Originally,  in  England,  the  courts  of  com- 
mon law  took  no  cognizance  of  the  personal  estates  of  intestates  re- 
maining in  the  hands  of  administrators  aftor  payment  of  the  debts 
of  the  deceased,  other  than  they  did  of  those  of  testators  which  were 
disposed  of  by  will  or  testament,  but  all  such  estates  were  left  under 
the  direction  of  the  ecclesiastical  courts.  During  more  recent  years, 
however,  chancery  has  entertained  concurrent  jurisdiction  over  both 
classes.^*  By  some  authorities  it  is  said  that  this  jurisdiction  is  the 
natural  outgrowth  of  tbe  authority  of  courts  of  equity  over  trusts  as 
a  consequence  of  the  frequent  nec^ty  of  applying  to  a  court  of 
chancery  for  a  discovery  of  assets  and  taking  of  accounts;  while 
others  regard  it  as  being  due  to  the  fact  that  no  adequate  remedy  could 
be  obtained  from  the  common  law  or  ecclesiasticEd  courts.''  It  has 
been  said  that  although  the  executor  might  have  his  accounts  passed 
by  the  ordinary,  the  only  way  in  which  he  could  be  exonerated  against 
all  future  liability  was  by  i^nal  settlement  in  equity.^'  The  conse- 
quence is  that  in  England  jurisdiction  over  executors  and  adminis- 
trators has  come  to  belong  almost  exclusively  to  courts  of  equity.'* 

57.  Jurisdiction  of  Courts  in  the  United  States. — ^The  whole  subject 
of  the  estates  of  deceased  persons  has  been  reduced  to  statutory  form 
in  the  great  majority  of  the  American  statra,  and  special  courts,  called 
either  surrogate,  orphans'  or  probate  courts,  have  been  established,  to 
which  the  jurisdiction  of  the  administration  of  estates  has  been  given. 
In  some  of  the  states  the  statutes  creating  these  courts  have  been 
drawn  in  such  mandatory  terms  that  they  have  been  construed  as 
abrogating  the  jurisdiction  of  equity  and  giving  it  exclusively  to 
these  courts,'*  except  in  cases  involving  fraud,  trusts,  or  oUier  special 
subjects  of  equity  jurisdiction.**  Even  where  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court  is  exclusive  it  may  retain  the  power  to  direct  an  issue  to  the 
common  pleas  to  ascertain  ^ecific  facts,  in  the  usual  shape  of  a  wager; 

15.  Patterson  v.  Nichol,  6  Watts  v.  Smiley,  7  Smedes  &  M.  (Miss.)  53, 
(Pa.)  379,  31  Am.  Dec.  473.  46  Am.  Dec.  295;  Green  v.  Creighton, 

Note:  48  Am.  Dec.  744.  10  Smedes  &  M.  (Miss.)  159,  48  Am. 

16.  Toland  v.  Earle,  129  Cal.  148,  Dec.  742  and  note;  McQIave  v.  Fita- 
61  Pac.  914,  79  A.  S.  R.  100.  gerald,  67  Neb.  417,  93  N.  W.  692,  2 

Notes:  48  Am.  Dec  744;  2  Ann.  Ann,  Cas.  867  and  note. 

Cas.  870.  Note:  48  Am.  Dec.  744. 

17.  Note:  2  Ann.  Cas.  870.  20.  McQlave  v.  Fitzgerald,  67  Neb. 

18.  Note:  48  Am.  Dec.  744.  417,  93  N.  W.  692,  2  Ann.  Cas.  867 

19.  Meredith  t.  Scallion,  51  Ark.  and  note;  Konigmacher  v.  Kimmel,  1 
361,  11  S.  W.  516,  3  L.R.A.  812  and  Pen.  &  W.  (Pa.)  207,  21  Am.  Dec 
note;  Toland  v.  Earl,  129  Cal.  148,  374. 

61  Pac.  914,  79  A.  8.  R.  100;  Gaines      Note:  48  Am.  Dec.  744. 
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but  it  caDDot,  however^  delegate  its  jurisdiction  in  matters  of  account 
depending  on  both  fact  and  law.^  In  other  states  courts  of  equity 
have  been  held  to  retain  a  jurisdiction  concurrent  with  that  of  the 
probate  courts.'  In  such  states  the  laws  establishing  courts  of  pro- 
bate with  original  but  concurrent  jurisdiction  over  such  matters,  do 
not  abrogate  to  any  considerable  extent  the  ancient  jurisdiction  of  the 
courts  of  chancery.*  Both  probate  and  equity  jurisdiction  may  be 
vested  in  the  same  court  concurrently,  though  each  retain  its  distinct 
character.  For  example,  it  has  been  held  that  a  resort  to  probate 
jurisdiction  to  prove  a  claim  against  the  estate  of  a  deceased  person 
does  not  necessarily  amount  to  an  election  to  choose  the  equity  side 
of  the  same  court  to  enforce  an  equitable  ownership  to  money  in  the 
hands  of  the  administrator  of  the  estate  against  which  the  claim  is 
offered.*  The  federal  courts  have  been  given  no  probate  powers,  by 
Congress,  or  authority  to  appoint  an  administrator  of  a  decedent* 
However,  it  has  been  decided  that  a  domicil  of  testacy  or  intestacy 
may  be  established  by  a  citizen  of  one  of  the  United  States  in  a  foreign 
country  where,  by  treaty,  he  is  permitted  to  enjoy  the  laws  of  tibe 
United  States,  so  that  in  case  of  his  death  his  estate  is  subject  to  the 
jurisdictioa  of  the  consular  court  there  located,  and  not  to  the  courts 
of  the  state  of  his  former  domicil.* 

58.  Concurrent  Jurisdiction. — ^In  states  in  which  concurrent  juris- 
diction exists  in  probate  courte  and  courts  of  equity  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  estates,  parties  interested,  such  as  creditors,  may  elect  into 
which  court  they  will  go.*  The  general  rule  seems  to  be  that  the  court 
first  acquiring  jurisdiction  should  be  allowed  to  continue  in  the  settle- 
ment unless  when  the  case  is  in  the  probate  court  some  special  reason 
arises  for  equitable  int^erence.*  Yet  it  has  been  said  that  where, 
in  the  settlement  of  an  account,  difficult  questions  arise,  chancery  has 
good  grounds  for  interference,  though  the  orphans'  court  has  made 
considerable  progress  in  the  settlement  of  the  estate;  and  that  until 
the  final  decree  of  the  orphans'  court,  there  is  no  legal  impediment 
in  a  court  of  equity  taking  cognizance  of  the  case.*  In  all  cases  where 

1.  Mothland  v.  Wireman,  3  Pea.  ft  Tenn.  98,  140  S.  747,  39  L.RA, 
W.  (Pa.)  185,  23  Am.  Dec.  71.  (N.S.)  586. 

2.  Note:  48  Am.  Dec.  744.  6.  Mather  t.  Cunningham,  105  Ma 

3.  McGowan  v.  Lufburrow,  82  Ga.  326,  74  Atl.  809,  18  Ann.  Gas.  692, 
523,  9  S.  B.  427,  14  A.  S.  R.  178;  29  L.R.A.(N.S.)  761. 

McGlave  v.  Fitzgerald,  67  Neb.  417,  7.  Unknown  Heirs  v.  Kimball,  4 
93  N.  W.  692,  2  Ann.  Cas.  867  and  Ind.  546,  58  Am.  Dec  638;  In  re  Kil- 
note;  Salter  t.  Williamson,  2  N.  J.  Ian,  172  N.  T.  647,  66  N.  S.  661,  63 


4.  Nashua  Sav.  Bank     Abbott,  181  55  So.  418,  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  937. 
Kass.  531,  63  V,  E.  1058,  92  A.  S.     9.  Salter  v.  WiUiamson,  2  N.  J.  £4 
B.  430.  480,  35  Am.  Dec.  513. 

6.  Divine  t.  Unaka  Nat.  Bank,  125 


L.R.A.  95. 
8.  Swope  T.  Swope,  173  Ala.  167, 
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the  jurisdiction  is  concurrent  it  seema  that  a  court  of  equity  may 
retain  its  original  jurisdiction  over  the  subject  of  administration  and 
may  be  appealed  to  by  a  proper  party,  without  the  assignment  of  any 
special  reason,  until  the  concurrent  jurisdiction  of  the  probate  has 
in  fact  been  invoked  and  has  attached.'®  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
courts  of  equity  have  a  paramount  jurisdiction  in  cases  of  adminis- 
tration and  the  settlement  and  distribution  of  estates.^*  But  as  a  gen- 
eral rule  after  the  settlement  of  an  executor's  account  by  the  probate 
court  a  court  of  chancery  has  no  jurisdiction  to  charge  such  executor 
as  trustee  of  a  fund  accounted  for  in  such  settlemenf  In  jurisdic- 
tions adhering  to  the  doctrine  that  probate  courts  are  courts  of  special 
and  limited  jurisdiction, the  position  is  taken  that  anyone  who  has 
not  been  an  actual  party  to  a  proceeding  or  settlement  in  the  probate 
court,  may  totally  disregard  such  proceeding  or  settlement;  and  may 
treat  it  as  a  nullity  although  it  was  a  final  settlement,  and  may  pro- 
ceed to  invoke  the  equitable  powers  of  the  court  and  compel  the 
administrator  to  a  full  account.** 

59.  Limited  Jurisdiction  of  Probate  Courts, — ^Although  the  trend 
of  modern  authority  is  overwhelmingly  in  favor  of  the  view  that 
probate  courts  are  courts  of  general  jurisdiction  and  in  consequence 
their  decrees  appointing  administrators  are  not  as  a  rule  subject  to 
collateral  attack,"  this  view  has  not  always  been  accepted,  especially 
during  the  early  history  of  such  courts.  Consequently,  there  may  be 
found,  particularly  among  the  earlier  decisions,  a  conflict  of  judicial 
opinion  respecting  the  conclusive  character  of  the  decrees  of  these 
courts.  The  reason  for  denying  to  the  decrees  of  probate  courts  the 
same  conclusiveness  in  a  collateral  proceeding  as  was  accorded  to  the 
judgments  and  decrees  of  courts  of  general  jurisdiction  is  to  be  found 
in  two  facts.  In  the  first  place  the  forerunner  and  predecessor  of 
probate  courts,  so  far  as  English  law  is  concerned,  were  the  ecclesias- 
tical courts,  which  were  not  recognized  as  courts  in  the  common  law 
sense,  and  no  presumption  was  indulged  as  to  their  jurisdiction,  but 
such  facts  were  required  to  appear  upon  the  face  of  their  proceedings, 
and  the  probate  courts  being  modeled  after  the  ecclesiastical  courts 
the  same  rule  was  held  to  apply.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  the 
American  probate  courts  being  entirely  creatures  of  statute,  they  were 
frequently  classed  as  inferior  courts  with  limited  jurisdiction,  and  no 
presumption  was  indulged  as  to  their  jurisdiction."  Accordingly 

10.  McNeiU  V.  McNeill,  36  Ala.  109,     13.  See  infra,  par.  69. 

76  Am.  Dec.  320.  14.  Clarke  v.  Perry,  6  Cal.  68,  63 

11.  Qrattan  v.  Grattan,  18  DL  167,  Am.  Dec.  82;  Deck  t.  Oerke,  12  CaL 
65  Am.  Dec  726.  433,  73  Am.  Deo.  666  and  note. 

12.  Sohler  v.  Sobler,  135  Cal.  323,  15.  See  infra,  par.  60. 

67  Pue.  282,  87  A.  S.  R.  98;  Sever  t.     16.  Note:  81  A.  S.  B.  &36b 
Kussell,  4  Cash.  (Mass.)  613,  50  Am. 
Dec  811. 
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many  authorities  have  held  that  probate  courts  are  courts  of  limited 
or  special  jurisdiction,^^  and  being  inferior  courts^*  cannot  take 

jurisdiction  or  administer  remedies  except  as  provided  by  statute." 
Therefore,  to  the  validity  of  its  judgments,  it  is  necessary  that  its 
jurisdiction  should  be  shown,  in  each  case,  upon  the  face  of  its  pro- 
ceedings; and  that  the  facts  necessary  to  support  the  jurisdiction  will 
not  be  supplied  by  intendment."  At  an  early  date,  in  some  of  the 
states  it  was  held  that  the  judgments  of  such  courts  issuing  letters 
testamentary  or  of  administration  might  be  collaterally  attacked,  by 
showing  that  the  deceased  did  not  live  in  the  county  where  the  letters 
had  been  granted,  or  if  he  was  a  nonresident,  that  he  did  not  leave  any 
property  therein,  and  upon  proof  of  such  facts,  that  such  judgment 
were  not  merely  voidable,  but  absolutely  void>  In  some  cases  a  view 
has  been  expressed  midway  between  the  two  opposing  doctrines  that 
probate  courts  are  of  general  or  of  special  jurisdiction.  While  admit- 
ting that  probate  courts  are  courts  of  limited  jurisdiction,  the  position 
is  taken  that  within  the  spliere  of  their  jurisdiction  their  power  is  as 
ample  as  that  of  any  court  of  general  jurisdiction.  Having  such 
power,  therefore,  under  this  view  the  judgments  and  decrees  of  pro- 
bete  courts  are  stated  as  being  entitled  to  the  same  presumptions  and 
are  as  conclusive  as  the  judgment  of  any  other  general  court.* 

60.  Probate  Courts  as  Courts  of  General  Jurisdiction. — The  view 
most  generally  accepted  is  that  probate  courts  are  courts  of  general 
jurisdiction  in  the  matter  of  granting  letters  of  administration  upon 
the  estates  of  decedents.*  As  contrasted  with  inferior  courts  of  limited 
jurisdiction,  probate  courts  are,  under  this  view,  courts  of  record,* 

17.  Wyatt  T.  Rambo,  29  Ala.  610,  authorities  so  holding  sboald  be  used 
68  Am.  Dee.  89;  Clarke  v.  Perry,  6  with  great  caution. 

Cat.  58,  G3  Am.  Dec.  82;  Pryor  v.  See  infra,  par.  82,  as  to  residence 

Downey,  50  Cal.  388,  19  Am.  Rep.  in  oounty  as  a  jurisdictional  fact. 

656;  Snow  v.  Russell,  93  Me.  362,  45  2.  Roderigas  v.  East  River  Savings 

AtL  305,  74  A.  S.  R.  360;  People's  Inst.  76  N.  T.  316,  32  Am.  Rep.  309. 

Sav.  Bank      Wilcox,  15  B.  I.  258,  Note:  81  A.  8.  R.  535. 

3  AtL  211, 2  A.  S.  R.  894.  8.  Dayton  Coal,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Dodd, 

Note:  33  Am.  Dec.  241.  188  Fed.  697,  110  C.  C.  A.  395.  37 

18.  Orimea  v.  Norris,  6  Cat  621,  L.R.A.(N.S.}  456;  Sines  v.  Boynton, 
65  Am.  Dee.  545.  32  Ala.  353, 70  Am.  Dec.  540 ;  Brough- 

19.  Todd  T.  Flonmoy,  66  Ala.  99,  ton  v.  Bradley,  34  Ala.  694,  73  Am. 
28  Am.  Rep.  758;  Orimes  v.  Korris,  6  Dee.  474;  Coltart  v.  Allen,  40  Ala. 
Cal.  621,  65  Am.  Dec.  545.  166,  88  Am.  Dec.  757;  Carr  v.  II- 

20.  Wyatt  v.  Rambo,  29  Ala.  610,  Hnois  Cent  R.  Co.,  180  Ala.  159,  60 
68  Am.  Dee.  89.  So.  277,  43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  634;  Sher- 

Note:  33  Am.  Dee.  241.  wood  v.  Baker,  105  Mo.  472,  16  S.  W. 

1.  Note:  33  Am.  Dee.  241.  But  938,  24  A.  S.  R.  399;  Andrews  v. 
■ee  Price  v.  SpringReld  Real-Kstnte  Avory,  14  Grat.  (Va.)  229,  73  Am. 
Assoc,  101  Mo.  107,  14  S.  W.  57,  20  Dec.  355. 

A.  S.  R.  695,  to  the  effect  that  the  4.  Johnson  t.  Beazley,  65  Mo.  250, 
doctrine  contained  in  these  cases  is  27  Am.  Rep.  276;  Moigan  v.  Dodge, 
nearly  everywhere  obsolete  and  the  44  N.  H.  265,  82  Am.  Dee.  213;  la  n 
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sad  supenor  courte  of  original  and  excIusiTe  jurisdiction  in  reaped 
to  the  administration  of  the  estates  of  deceased  persons.'  It  foUowa 
that  the  decrees  of  such  a  court  granting  letters  testamentary  or  of 
administration  on  the  estate  of  a  deceased  person  are  conclusively 
presumed  to  be  valid  against  collateral  attack;*  that  they  are  to  be 
created  in  every  way  like  the  adjudications  of  other  courts  of  record;  ^ 
and  that  they  are  entitled  to  the  same  credit  and  presumptions  aocoiil- 
ed  to  those  of  other  courts  of  general  jurisdiction  *  In  some  states 
the  view  that  probate  courts  are  courts  of  record  of  general  jurisdic- 
tion rests  in  part  on  the  fact  that  they  have  been  established  by  the 
organic  law,  the  constitution  of  the  state.*  As  a  general  rule  pro- 
bate courts  have  no  jurisdiction  to  determine  questions  of  tide  to 
real  estate  arising  under  claims  of  title  adverse  to  the  estate.^* 

Jv/risdicHon  of  C<nai$  of  Equity 

61.  Interposition  of  Courts  of  Equity  in  Administration  of  Estates.— 

As  has  already  been  noted,  in  numerous  jurisdictions  the  adminis- 
tration of  estates  has  been  placed  by  statute  within  the  special  province 
of  probate  courts  without  wholly  and  absolutely  excluding  all  power 
of  courts  of  chancery.^'  Since  an  administrator  is  a  trustee  for  the 
heirs,  a  court  of  chancery  has  jurisdiction,  in  a  proper  case,  to  enforce 
their  rights  against  him ;  ^>  and  it  is  competent  for  a  court  of  equity 
to  call  executors  to  account  for  estates  intrusted  to  their  charge.'^*  In 
some  jurisdictions,  courts  of  equity  in  exceptional  cases  will  even 

Mayo,  60  S.  C.  401,  38  S.  E.  634,  54  N.  W.  282,  66  A.  S.  R.  473;  Andrews 

LJl.A.  660.  T.  Avoiy,  14  Grat  (Va.)  329,  73  Am. 

6.  Borden  v.  State,  11  Ark.  519,  Dec  365. 

64  Am.  Dec.  217;  Chamberlin's  Ap-  Notes:  81  A.  S.  R.  535  :  4  Ann. 

peal,  70  Conn.  363,  39  Atl.  734,  41  Cas.  1117;  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  983. 

LJI.A.  294;  Green  v.  Creighton,  10  7.  Johnson  v.  Beazley,  65  Mo.  250, 

Smedes  &  M.  (Miss.)  159,  48  Am.  Dec  27  Am.  Rep.  276;  Remick  v.  Butter- 

742;  Johnson  v.  Beazley,  65  Mo.  250,  field,  31  N.  H.  70,  64  Am.  Dec.  316. 

27  Am.  Rep.  276;  Lietman  v.  Lietman,  8.  Robbins  v.  Boolware,  190  Mo.  33, 

149  Mo.  112,  50  S.  W.  307,  73  A.  S.  R,  88  S.  W.  674,  lOfl  A.  S.  B.  746.  See 

374;  In  re  John,  30  Ore.  494,  47  Pao.  infra,  par.  75. 

341,  50  Pac.  226,  36  L.RA..  242;  Oln^  9.  Borden  v.  State.  11  AA.  619,  64 

Angell,  5  R.  1. 198,  73       Dee.  62;  ^m.  Dec  217;  Robbina  v.  Boulware, 

MeFw-land  v.  Stone,  17  Vt  165,  44  jgo  Mo.  33,  88  S.  W.  e74,  109  A.  sl 

Am.  Dec.  325.  g  y^g 

?°^g  V^WT05  Ala.  600,  39^  i'Tw  ZT^'^^B^^,^ 
17  So.  121,  53  A.  S.  R.  144;  Ala.  W.  58,  68  A- S.  B.  124;  Buckley 

bama  Great  Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Hill,  L®"!?®"**'  ^' 

139  Ga.  224,  76  S.  E.  1001,  Ann.  Caa.  360,  41  A.  S.  E.  136. 

1914D  996,  43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  236;  Rich-  See  supra,  par.  68. 

ardson  v.  Busch,  198  Mo.  174,  95  S.  W.  12-  Parsons  v.  Parsons,  9  N.  H.  309, 

894, 115  A.  S.  R.  472;  Bradley  v.  Mis-  32  Am.  Dec  362. 

KHiii  Pae.  B.  Co.,  61  Neb.  663,  71  18.  Note:  U  LJUL(N.8.)  3ML 
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dispense  with  an  administratioa  of  the  personal  property  of  a  deceased 
person,  and  collect  and  distribute  the  assets  of  the  estate,'*  though  as 
a  general  rule  such  courts  will  not  interfere  with  the  administration 
of  estates"  except  where  proper  equitable  grounds  for  their  inter- 
vention exist/*  and  a  prima  facie  case  to  justify  an  interference  by 
such  court  is  made  out.''  For  example,  if  the  property  of  an  estate 
is  likely  to  be  wasted,  destroyed,  or  carried  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  court  before  a  legal  representative  can  be  appointed  or  can  enforce 
his  rights  in  the  ordinary  way,  legatees  or  distributees  may  sue  in 
equity  to  prevent  the  threatened  wrong.'®  The  recognized  limitiUions 
as  to  the  exercise  of  equitable  jurisdiction  fully  apply  in  regard  to  an 
interference  by  a  court  of  chancery  with  the  administration  of  an 
estate.  But  a  court  of  chancery  will  not  assert  a  mere  revisory  juris- 
diction by  attempting  to  correct  or  relieve  from  mere  errors  or  irregu- 
lariUes  in  proceedings  in  the  probate  courts,  there  being  otherwise 
no  sufficient  ground  for  the  interposition  of  equity."  Whenever  an 
aggrieved  party  has  an  adequate  remedy  in  the  probate  court,  an 
injunction  will  not  be  granted  against  an  executor;**  and,  likewise, 
where  an  executor  has  an  adequate  remedy  at  law,  he  will  be  denied 
the  right  to  bring  a  bill  in  equity.'  There  is  a  rule  of  equity  which 
inhibits  the  assumption  of  equilable  jurisdiction  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  construing  a  will,  and  the  jurisdiction  will  not  be  exercised  unless 
there  exists  some  special  reason  for  seeking  its 'interposition,  other  than 
a  mere  desire  to  obtain  tlie  opinion  of  the  court  touching  the  proper 
interpretation  of  such' an  instrument.*  A  court  of  equity  proceeding 
in  the  settlement  of  an  estate  will  pass  upon  such  incidental  questions 
as  to  what  are  the  proper  commissions  of  an  executor,  thougli  these, 
standing  alone,  would  not  atl'ord  a  proper  basis  for  its  jurisdiction.* 

14.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  730.  18.  Note:  4  Ann.  Caa.  195. 

16.  Potter  V.  Clapp,  203  lU.  592,  19.  Daly  v.  Pennie,  86  Cal.  652,  25 

88  N.  E.  81,  96  A.  S.  R.  322.  Pac.  67,  21  A.  S.  R.  61;  Froebrich  v. 

Notes:  106  A.  S.  R.  615}  Ann.  Cas.  Laue,  45  Ore.  13,  76  Pao.  351,  106  A. 

1912B  1019.  S.  R.  634  and  note. 

16.  Potter  T.  Clapp,  203  111.  592,  68  Note:  106  A.  S.  R.  646. 

N.  E.  81,  96  A.  S.  R.  322;  McOlave  20.  WUson  v.  Randall,  37  Ala.  74, 

V.  Fitzgerald,  67  Neb.  417,  93  N.  W.  76  Am.  Dee.  347;  Crawford  v.  Turner, 

692,  2  Ann.  Cas.  867  and  note;  Bank-  58  W.  Va.  600,  52  S.  W,  716,  112  A. 

ers'  Surety  Co.  v.  Meyer,  206  N.  Y.  8.  R.  1014. 

219,  98  N.  E.  399,  Ann.  Cas.  191 3D  Note:  Ann.  Caa.  1912B  1019. 

1218  and  note;  McClure  v.  Miller,  1  1.  Adams  t.  Dixon,  19  Oa.  513,  65 

Bailey  Eq.  (S.  C.)  107,  21  Am.  Dec.  Am.  Dec.  608. 

522;  Rendall  v.  RendaU,  1  Hare  152,  2.  Toland  v.  Earl,  129  Cal.  148,  61 

IJ  L.  J.  Ch.  93,  2  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  123  Pac.  914,  79  A.  S.  R.  100;  Re  John,  SO 

and  note.  Ore.  494,  47  Pae.  341,  60  Pae.  226,  36 

Note:  72  A.  S.  R.  65;  3  L.R.A.  815.  L.R.A.  242. 

17.  Mills  V.  Lumpldn,  1  Qa.  611,  44  Note:  3  L.RJl.  816. 


Am.  Dec.  677. 
Note:  106  A.  S.  R.  646. 

B.  C.  li.  Vol.  XI^. 


3.  Newby  v.  Skinner,  21  N.  G.  488» 
31  Am.  Dec  307. 
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Yet  such  courts  will  not  encumber  suits  for  the  administration  of  the 

assets  of  decedents'  estates  with  collateral  issues  affecting  tiie  adjust- 
ment of  equities  between  persons  who  are  not  necessary  parties  and 
as  to  whom  there  is  no  sort  of  privity.* 

62.  Fraud  as  Conferring  Jurisdiction. — Fraud  being  one  of  the 
accepted  grounds  conferring  jurisdiction  upon  courts  of  equity,*  it  has 
been  recognized  from  time  immemorial  that  it  is  the  province  of 
equity  to  set  aside  add  enjoin  the  execution  or  enforcement  of  judg- 
ments at  law  and  of  its  own  decrees,  when  they  have  been  procured 
by  fraud,  unaccompanied  by  negligence,  laches  or  fault  on  the  part 
of  him  who  invokes  the  interposition  of  the  remedy.'  Accordingly, 
although  no  relief  against  a  decree  of  a  probate  court  can  be  obtained 
in  chancery  if  the  party  aggrieved  could  have  obtained  such  relief 
before  the  probate  court,  such  equitable  interference  may  be  permitted 
on  the  ground  of  fraud.'  While  the  jurisdiction  of  courts  of  equity 
to  grant  relief  on  account  of  fraud  in  reference  to  estates  does  not 
extend  to  the  setting  aside  or  canceling  of  letters  testamentary  on  the 
ground  that  a  will  was  a  forgery,  or  that  its  admission  to  probate  had 
been  procured  by  fraud  and  perjury,®  a  court  of  equity  may,  however, 
exercise  tlie  power  of  setting  aside  a  judgment  of  a  court  of  ordinary 
granting  letters  of  administration,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  procured 
by  a  fraudulent  representation  of  jurisdictional  facts.'  For  example, 
a  court  of  equity  may  set  aside  such  a  judgment  where  it  was  procured 
by  a  party  who  fraudulently  represented  to  the  court  that  the  de- 
ceased died  intestate,  when  he  knew  that  he  died  leaving  a  will  in 
another  state.^**  In  some  jurisdictions  a  distinction  is  drawn  between 
intrinsic  fraud,  by  which  a  decree  of  distribution  is  obtained  by  a 
false  and  perjured  evidence  upon  issues  witliin  the  case,  and  extrinsic 
fraud,  the  latter  alone  being  recognized  as  a  basis  for  equitable  relief.^^ 
While  the  accounts  of  an  administrator  settled  by  the  probate  courc 
cannot  be  collaterally  attacked  or  questioned,  they  may  be  impeached 
for  fraud  or  mistake  in  a  direct  proceeding  in  equity  instituted  for 
that  purpose."  Thus  the  distributees  and  heirs  at  law  may  obtain 
relief  in  equity  against  a-decree  of  a  probate  court  allowing  the  admin- 
istrator on  final  settlement  a  credit  to  which  he  was  not  entitled,  and 
which  he  obtained  by  fraudulent  misrepresentations  of  the  facts." 
Although  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  cannot  directly  set 

4.  Robinett  v.  Mitchell,  101  Va.  762,  9.  Neal  v.  Boykin,  129  Ga.  678,  69 

45  S.  E.  287,  gg  A.  S.  R.  928.  S.  E.  912,  121  A.  S.  R.  237. 

6.  See  Eqoitt,  toI.  10,  p.  816  et  10.  Wallace  v.  Walker,  37  Qa.  265, 

seq.  92  Am.  Dec.  70. 

6.  Froebrich  v.  Lane,  45  Ore.  13,  76  11.  Sohler  v.  Sohler,  135  CaL  323, 
Pac.  351,  106  A.  S.  R.  634  and  note.  67  Pac.  282,  87  A.  S.  R.  98. 

7.  Wilson  V.  Randall,  37  Ala.  74,  76  12.  Note:  63  L.R.A.  104.  ' 

Am.  Dec.:  347.  13.  Mock  v.  Steele,  34  Ala.  198.  73 

8.  Note:  106  A.  S.  B.  644.  Am.  Dee.  456.  . 
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aside  and  vacate  the  orders  of  a  probate  court  of  a  state,  yet  federal 
courts  exercising  powers  of  a  court  of  equity  may  in  a  proper  case 
interpose  on  the  ground  of  fraud  so  as  to  control  the  ultimate  dis- 
position of  property  passing  under  the  decrees  of  such  court As. 
a  general  rule  it  may  be  stated  that  whenever  a  probate  decree  is 
obtained  by  fraud,  equity  may  declare  the  person  deriving  title  under 
it  a  trustee  for  the  person  defrauded.^* 

63.  Creditors'  Bills. — One  of  the  recognized  methods  of  settling 
the  affairs  of  a  decedent  is  by  the  bringing  of  a  creditors'  bill  to  mar- 
shal the  assets  of  the  estate.^*  The  object  of  such  proceeding  is  to 
prevent  one  creditor  from  obtaining  an  undue  preference  by  reason 
of  his  judgment  against  the  estate.*'  The  bill  should  be  brought  on 
behalf  of  all  the  creditors  for  a  ratable  distribution  of  the  estate  in 
satisfaction  of  their  respective  claims,*^  and  all  the  creditors  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  coming  in  and  of  sharing  in  the  equitable 
assets.**  Such  a  bill  may  be  brought  by  any  judgment  creditor  of 
the  decedent  against  the  executor  and  devisees  in  order  to  subject 
the  real  and  personal  property  of  the  estate  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
decedent's  debts,  and  to  avoid  multiplicity  of  suits.**  If  such  a  bill 
is  filed  to  subject  the  real  estate  of  such  decedent,  it  should  be  brought 
on  behalf  of  all  the  creditors,  and  it  must  appear  that  the  personal 
property  of  the  estate  is  insufficient  to  pay  the  debts.*  The  estate  of  a 
nonresident  may  be  in  this  manner  administered  in  equity,  where 
he  dies  leaving  property  in  the  state  and  it  is  impossible  to  prove  his 
will  or  have  letters  testamentary  or  of  administration  issued  in  the 
state  of  the  situs  of  the  property,  and  where  there  are  residents  of  such 
state  who  are  creditors  and  have  no  other  means  of  enforcing  their 
rights.*  Equity  will,  however,  assume  jurisdiction  over  foreign  exec- 
utors and  administrators  at  the  instance  of  creditors,  legatees,  or  next 
of  kin  in  special  cases,  in  order  to  prevent  a  failure  of  justice.*  It 
seems  that  the  mere  complication  of  the  affairs  of  the  testator  is  suffi- 
cient grounds  for  proceeding  in  equity  on  the  theory  that  the  adminis- 

14.  Cnrtis  v.  Schell,  129  Cal.  208,  18.  Egberts  t.  Wood,  3  Pnige  (N 
61  Pao.  951,  79  A.  S.  R.  107.  See  T.)  517,  24  Am.  De«.  236;  De  Coppet 
^erallv,  United  States  Codbts.  v.  Cone,  199  N.  Y.  56,  92  N.  E.  411 

15.  Sohler  v.  Sohler,  135  Cal.  323,  139  A.  S.  R.  844,  20  Ann.  Cas.  841. 

67  Pac  282,  87  A.  S.  R.  98.  19.  Kinney  v,  Harvey,  2  Leich  ( Va.) 

16.  Potter  V.  Clapp,  203  HI.  592,  70,  21  Am.  Dec.  597. 

68  N.  E.  81,  96  A.  S.  R.  322;  Piester  20.  Suekley  v.  Rotchfoid,  12  Grat 
T.  Piester,  22  S.  C.  139,  53  Am.  Rep.  (Va.)  60,  65  Am.  Deo.  240. 

711;  Robinett  v.  Mitchell,  101  Va.  762,  1.  Crawford  v.  Turner,  58  W.  Va 

46  S.  E.  287,  99  A.  8.  R.  928;  Craw-  600,  52  S.  E.  716, 112  A,  S.  R.  1014. 

ford  V.  Turner,  58  W.  Va.  600,  52  S.  2.  De  Coppet  v.  Cone,  199  N.  Y. 

E.  716,  112  A.  S.  R,  1014.   See  also  56,  92  N.  E.  411, 139  A.  S.  R.  844,  20 

CREDrroRs'  Bills,  vol.  8,  pp.  2, 12.  Ann.  Cas.  841. 

17.  Mote:  30  L.BJL.  122.  3,  Note:  27  LJt.A.  US. 
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tering  of  the  estate  cannot  otherwise  be  safely  conducted.*  An  executor 
may  call  the  creditors  into  equity  for  the  purpose  of  having  their 
claims  adjusted  when  he  finds  the  affairs  of  the  testator  in  a  com- 
plicated and  embarrassed  condition,  so  that  he  cannot  safely  administer 
the  estate  without  the  aid  of  the  court.'  On  an  application  for  a 
creditors'  bill  it  is  necessary  to  bring  in  as  parties  the  executors  or 
administrators  if  any  have  been  appointed,  and  all  persons  beneficially 
interested  in  the  estate,  either  as  legatees,  next  of  kin,*  or  creditors.^ 
The  settled  rule  in  respect  to  a  creditors'  bill  for  the  adininistration  of 
the  assets  of  a  deceased  debtor  is  that  a  decree  for  an  account  of  out- 
standing debts  operates  as  a  suspension  of  all  other  pending  suits  of 
creditors,  who  must  come  in  under  the  decree,  which  is  treated  as  a 
decree  in  favor  of  all  the  creditors.  The  court  may,  if  necessury, 
restrain  the  prosecution  of  separate  suits;  and  if  any  creditor,  after 
raasonable  notice,  declines  to  come  in,  he  will  be  excluded  from  the 
benetit  of  the  decree,  and  yet  will  be  considered  as  bound  by  the  acts 
done  under  the  authority  of  the  court.^  In  some  jurisdictions  a 
creditor  of  an  insolvent  estate  may  bring  an  action  in  equity  against 
the  administrator  for  an  accounting,'  or  to  establish  a  lien,  under 
circumstances  which  do  not  sustain  the  right  to  bring  the  usual 
creditors'  bill.*** 

64.  Appointment  of  Receiver. — A  court  of  chancery  has  power  to 
protect  the  property  of  a  decedent  by  appointing  a  receiver  to  take 
charge  of  it,**  yet  courts  of  equity  are  slow  and  cautious  about 
appointing  receivers  to  take  charge  of  the  assets  of  an  estate  in  the 
hands  of  a  duly  appointed  administrator,  and  will  not  interfere  with 
his  possession  of  property  coming  into  his  hands  as  the  property  of 
the  intestate,  except  in  cases  where  all  the  circumstances  indicate 
that  the  rights  of  all  parties  would  thereby  be  more  effectually  and 
expeditiously  protected  and  enforced.**  The  mere  poverty,  bank- 
ruptcy, or  insolvency  of  an  executor  or  administrator  is  not  enough  to 
justify  the  appointment  of  a  receiver  for  the  property  in  his  charge, 

4.  Adams  t.  Dixob,  19  Oa.  613,  65  E.  531, 1  L.R.A.  639. 

Am.  Dec.  608;  Anderson  v.  Eggers,  9.  McQIave  v.  Fitzgerald,  67  Neb. 

61  N.  J.  £q.  85,  47  Atl.  727,  55  hSt..A,  417,  93  N.  W.  692,  2  Ann.  Gas.  867. 

570.  10.  Uoulton  v.  Smith,  16  R.  I.  126, 

5.  BeaU  t.  Hilliary,  1  Ud.  186,  64  12  AtL  891,  27  A.  S.  R.  728. 

Am.  Dec.  649.  11.  Notes:  72  A.  S.  R.  63;  2  Eng. 

6.  Whitney  v.  Kimball,  4  Ind.  546,  Rul.  Cos.  128.  See  generally,  Re- 
58  Am.  Dec.  638  ;  Porter  v.  Porter,  7  oeivebs. 

How.  (Miss.)  106,  40  Am.  Deo.  55;     12.  Cnwford  T.  Wilsony  139  Ga. 

De  Coppet  v.  Cone,  199  N.  T.  56,  92  654, 78  S.  £.  30, 44  L.aA.(N.S.)  773; 

N.  E.  411,  139  A.  S.  R.  844,  20  Ann.  Baduman  t.  Buchanan,  75  N.  J.  Eq. 

Gas.  841.  274,  71  Ati.  746, 138  A.  S.  R.  563,  20 

7.  Egberts  T.  Wood,  3  Paige  (N.  Y.)  Ann.  Gas.  91,  22  L.RA.(N.S.)  454; 
517,  24  Am.  Dec.  236.  Rendall  v.  Rendall,  1  Hare  152,  U  L. 

8.  Paxton  t.  Rich.  85  Va.  378»  7  S.  J.  Ch.  9%  2  Eng.  BuL  Gas.  123. 
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where  it  does  not  appear  that  the  property  18  in  danger  of  loss,  destruc- 
tion, or  material  injury.**  Where  no  probate  or  administration  haa 
been  granted,  the  rule  in  force  in  England  is  to  appoint  aa  of  course  a 
receiver,  pending  a  bona  fide  litigation  in  the  ecclesiastical  courts,  to 
determine  the  right  to  probate  or  administration,  unless  a  special 
reason  exists  for  not  doing  so.** 

Jurisdiction  in  Regard  to  Locality 

65.  Courts  of  Domicil. — It  is  a  general  rule  that  a  dccedenfe 
domicil  at  the  time  of  Iiis  death  is  the  proper  jurisdiction  in  which  to 
obtain  letters  testamentary  or  of  administration,'^  and  ordinarily  it 
is  the  place  of  primary  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  the  settlement 
of  his  estate.**  The  same  rule  is  true  even  where  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  probate  courts  has  been  defined  by  statute.*'  In  all  cases  in 
which  the  decedent  at  the  time  of  his  death  is  a  resident  of  the  county 
in  which  the  letters  of  administration  are  granted  on  his  estate  such 
letters  may  be  issued  irrespective  of  whether  the  death  occurred  in 
such  county  or  elsewhere.*^  And  where  a  decedent  dies  a  resident  of 
a  state,  the  location  of  his  residence  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  not 
the  situation  of  the  estate,  is  the  test  as  to  the  county  in  which  letters 
of  administration  should  be  granted.**  It  follows  that  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  prove  that  such  person  left  an  estate  to  be  administered  within 

13.  Notes:  72  A.  S.  R.  63}  138  A.  S.  Dec.  372;  Scripps  v.  Wayne  Probate 
R.  550.  Judge,  131  Mich.  265,  90  N.  W.  1061, 

14.  Kendall  v.  Kendall,  1  Hare  152,  100  A.  S.  R.  614;  Leonard  v.  Putnam, 
11  L.  J.  Ch.  93,  2  Eng.  KuL  Gas.  123.  51  N.  H.  247,  12  Am.  Rep.  106;  John- 

15.  Beckett  v.  Selover,  7  Cal.  215,  son  v.  Corpenning,  39  N.  C.  21G,  44 
68  Am.  Dec.  237  and  note;  MeCulIy  v.  Am.  Dec.  106;  Bucliholz  v.  Buchholz, 
Cooper,  114  Cal.  258,  46  Pac.  82,  55  63  Wash.  213,  115  Pae.  88,  Ann.  Caa. 
A.  S.  K.  66,  35  L.R.A.  492;  Murdoch  1912D  395;  In  re  Barlass,  143  Wis. 
V.  Murdoch,  81  Coon.  681,  72  Atl.  497,  128  N.  W.  58, 139  A.  S.  R.  1111; 
290,  129  A.  S.  R.  231;  Alabama  Great  Enohin  v.  Wylie,  10  H.  L.  Cas.  1,  31 
Southern  R.  Co.  v.  HiU,  139  Ga.  224,  L.  J.  Ch.  402,  2  Eng.  Kul.  Cas.  56 
76  S.  E.  1001,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  996,  and  note.  As  to  what  constitutes  dom- 
43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  236;  Zeigler  v.  Storey,  icil,  see  generally^  Doujcil,  vol.  9,  p. 
220  Pa.  St.  471,  69  Atl.  894,  17  L.R.A.  538. 

(N.S.)   878;  Divine  v.  Unaka  Nat.      17.  Moore  v.  Philbrick,  32  Me.  102, 

Bank,  125  Tenn.  98,  140  S.  W.  747,  52  Am.  Dec.  642;  San  Pedro,  L.  A.  & 

39  L.R.A.(N.S.)  586  and  note.  S.  L.  R.  Co.  v.  Bailey,  31  Nev.  377, 103 

16.  Alabama  Great  Southern  R.  Co.  Pac.  232,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  743;  Ro- 
V.  Hill,  139  Ga.  224,  76  S.  E.  1001,  derigas  v.  East  River  Sav.  Inst.,  63  N. 
Ann.  Cas.  1914D  996,  43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  Y.  460,  20  Am.  Rep.  555. 

236;  Ewing  v.  Mallison,  65  Kan.  484,     18.  Roderigas  v.  East  River  Sav. 

70  Pac.  369,  93  A.  S.  R.  299;  Pamell  Inst.,  63  N.  T.  460,  20  Am.  Rep.  SSb. 

Thompson,  81  Kan.  119,  105  Pao.     19.  In  re  HarUukf  24  CoL  182,  85 

502,  33  L.RJl.(N.S.)  658;  Holyoke  v.  Am.  Deo.  68. 
Haakins,  fi  Pick.  (Mass.)  20,  16  Am. 
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the  county  in  which  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  an  inhabitant  or 
resident" 

66.  County  of  Location  of  Assets.— When  it  appears  that  a  person 
has  died  without  having  a  r^idence  in  a  particular  state  in  which  he 
has  left  property  to  be  administered,  letters  of  administration  may  be 
V  issued  on  such  property  in  the  county  In  which  such  property  is 

located.^  In  the  case  of  nonresidents  the  existence  within  the  state 
of  property  belonging  to  the  estate  of  a  deceased  person  is  the  fact 
which  gives  jurisdiction  to  the  probate  court;*  and  it  has  been  held 
that  the  mere  existence  of  local  assets,  irrespective  of  amount  or  value, 
will  support  a  grant  of  administration.'  If  the  decedent  died  wittiout 
leaving  any  assets  in  a  particular  county,  the  courts  of  such  county 
will  be  without  jurisdiction  to  issue  letters  of  administration  upon 
his  estate.*  At  the  early  common  law  each  bishop  or  archbishop 
could  grant  administration  of  such  goods  only  as  were  within  his 
jurisdiction,'  and  the  presence  of  property,  bona  notabiiia,  is  the 
foundation,  in  the  absence  of  residence,  of  jurisdiction  for  the  grant 
of  administration.*  Where  the  decedent  has  died  without  being  a 
resident  of  the  state,  leaving  property  in  several  different  counties, 
letters  testamentary  or  of  administration  may  be  granted  in  any  county 
in  which  any  part  of  the  estate  may  be  at  the  time  of  his  death,'  or, 
under  a  restriction  sometimes  imposed  by  statute,  in  tlie  county  in 
which  the  greater  part  of  the  nonresident  decedent's  estate  b  locuted.* 
Under  a  rule  in  a  few  jurisdictions  the  courts  will  permit  the  granting 
of  administration  on  property  brought  into  the  state  after  the  dece- 
dent's death.* 


20.  Connors  v.  Canard  Steamship  4.  Fletcher   t.    Sanders,   7  Dana 

Co.,  204  Mass.  310,  90  N.  E.  601,  ia4  (Ky.)  345,  32  Am.  Dec.  96;  San  Pedro, 

A.  S.  R.  662,  17  Ann.  Cas.  1051,  26  U  A.  &  S.  L.  R.  Co.  t.  Bailey,  31  Nev. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  171;  Zeigler  v.  Storey,  377,  103  Pae.  232,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A 

220  Pa.  St.  471,  69  Atl.  894, 17  L.R.A.  743. 

(N.S.)  878;  In  re  Mayo,  60  8.  C.  401,  5.  Governor  v.  Williams,  25  N.  C. 

38  S.  E.  634,  54  L.R.A.  660.  152,  38  Am.  Dec.  712. 

1.  Broughton  v.  Bradley,  34  Ala.  6.  Equitable  Life  Assur.  Soc  v. 
694,  73  Am.  Dec.  474;  Leonard  v.  Col-  Vogel,  76  Ala.  441,  52  Am.  Rep.  344. 
umbia  Steam  Kav.  Co.,  84  N.  Y.  48,  7.  Lewis  v.  Adams,  70  Cel.  403,  11 
38  Am.  Rep.  491^111  re  Barlass,  143  Pac  833,  59  Am.  Rep.  423;  Dungan 
Wis.  497,  128  N.  W.  58,  139  A.  S.  R.  v.  Superior  Court,  149  Cal.  98,  84  Pac. 
1111.  767,  117  A.  S.  R.  119;  San  Pedro,  L. 

Notes:  79  Am.  Dee.  65;  2  Eng.  Rnl.  A.  &  S.  L.  R.  Co.  v.  BaiJey,  31  Ner. 

Cas.  75.  377,  103  Pac.  232,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A 

2.  Parnell  v.  Thompson,  81  Kan.  743;  Jordan  v.  Chicago  &  N.  W.  R. 
119,  105  Pac.  502,  33  L.R.A.(N.S.)  Co.,  125  Wis.  581, 104  N.  W.  803,  110 
658.  A.  S.  R.  865,  4  Ann.  Cas.  1113,  1 

Notes:  46  Am.  Dec.  437;  18  LJI.A.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  885. 

243.  8.  Johnson  v.  Beasley,  65  Ko.  250, 

3.  In  re  Barlass,  143  Wis.  497,  128  27  Am.  Rep.  276. 

N.  W.  68, 139  A.  S.  R.  IIIL  9.  Note:  24  LJLA.  688. 
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67.  Situs  of  Property  for  Purposes  of  Administratlon^Tt  has 

frequently  been  said  that  persond  property  has  no  situs,  but  follows 
the  domicil  or  person  of  the  owner.*"  This  is  true  to  the  extent  that 
the  law  of  the  domicil  is  held  to  govern  the  succession  and  descent 
of  personal  property  of  an  intestate.**  But  this  principle  does  not 
always  apply  in  determining  the  location  of  assets  for  the  purpose  of 
conferring  jurisdiction  upon  a  court  for  their  administration.**  The 
actual  normal  location  of  herds  of  cattle  may  be  ascertained  in  order 
to  grant  letters  of  administration  on  the  estate  of  their  recent  owner.^ 
It  has  been  held  that  where  a  citizen  of  one  state,  having  property 
with  him^  dies  while  in  transitu  to  another  state,  where  be  intended  to 
take  up  his  domicil,  and  the  property  afterwards  reaches  its  destina- 
tion, it  will  be  treated  as  constructively  in  the  county  of  its  destination, 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  giving  to  the  court  of  that  county  jurisdiction 
to  grant  administration  thereon."  It  is  a  general  rule  that  for  the 
purpose  of  founding  administration,  all  simple  contract  debts  are 
assets  at  the  domicil  of  the  debtor,  and  the  locality  of  the  debt  for  this 
purpose  is  not  affected  by  a  promissory  note  or  bill  of  exchange  having 
been  given  for  it.*'  The  reason  why  the  situs  of  a  simple  debt  for 
the  purpose  of  founding  administration  is  where  the  debtor  resides 
seems  to  be  because  of  the  necessity  of  recourse  to  the  courts  where 
such  debtor  resides  to  bring  an  action  to  enforce  payment.**  The 
courts  however  are  not  entirely  uniform  in  their  holdings  upon  this 
question,  for  some  of  the  authorities  hold  that  the  title  to  these  evi- 
dences of  debt  is  not  only  in  the  administrator  at  the  decedent's 
domicil,  but  that  they  are  assets  in  his  hands  there  instead  of  at  the 

10.  Equitable  Life  Assur.  Soc  t.  13.  Shelby  v.  Creighton,  65  Neb. 
Vogel,  7G  Ala.  441,  52  Am.  Rep.  344;  485,  fll  N.  W.  369,  101  A.  S.  R.  C30. 
Reynolds  v.  McMuUen,  55  Micb.  5ti8,  14.  Burnett  v.  Meadows,  7  B.  Mon. 
22  N.  W.  41,  54  Am.  Rep.  380;  Owen  (Ky.)  277,  46  Am.  Dec  517. 

V.  Miller,  10  Obio  St.  136,  75  Am.  Due.  15.  Kquitable  Life  Assur.  Soo.  t. 

502  and  note;  In  re  Viosca,  197  Pa.  Vogel,  76  Ala.  441,  52  Am.  Rep.  344; 

St.  280,  47  Atl.  233,  51  L.R.A,  876.  McCulIy  v.  Cooper,  114  Ca!.  258,  46 

See  also  Conflict  ov  Laws,  vol.  5,  p.  Pac.  82,  55  A.  S.  R.  66,  35  L.II.A.  492; 

928  et  seq.  Neal  v.  Boykin,  129  Ga.  676,  59  S-  E. 

11.  Short  V.  Galway,  83  Ky.  501,  912,  121  A.  S.  R.  237;  Moore  v.  Jor- 
4  A.  S.  R.  168;  Dawes  v.  Boylston,  9  dan,  36  Kan.  271, 13  Pac.  337,  59  Am. 
Mass.  337,  6  Am.  Dee.  72;  Frothing-  Rep.  560;  Fletcher  v.  Sanders,  7  Dana 
ham  V.  Shaw,  175  Mass.  59,  55  N.  E.  (Ky.)  345,  32  Am.  Deo.  96;  Hall  v. 
623,  78  A.  S.  R.  475;  Reynolds  v.  Mc-  Harrison,  21  Mo.  227,  64  Am.  Dee. 
MnUen,  65  Mich.  568,  22  N.  W.  41,  54  225;  Leonard  v.  Putnam,  51  N.  H.  247, 
Am.  Rep.  386.  12  Am.  Rep.  106;  Abbott  t.  Cobum, 

Note:  2  Eng.  Rnl.  Cas.  75,    Bee  28  Vt.  663,  67  Am.  Dee.  736.  See  also 

aiao  CoKiuci  or  Laws,  toL  5,  p.  929  Cosruor  or  Laws,  toL  6,  p.  93u  et 

et  seq.  seq. 

12.  In  re  Yioeca,  197  Pa.  St.  280,  16.  Murphy  ▼.  Ciouse,  135  GaL  14, 
47  AtL  233,  61  L.RJL.  876.  66  Pae.  671,  87  A.  8.  B.  90. 
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domicil  of  the  debtor  By  statute  in  some  jurisdictions  it  is  pro- 
vided that  a  grant  of  ancillary  administration  may  be  made  in  a 
county  in  which  there  is  a  note  belonging  to  the  estate,  although  the 
debtor  resides  in  another  county.*  With  respect  to  debts  by  specialty 
the  courts  have  held  thai,  unlike  simple  contract  debts,  they  may  be 
treated  as  assets  where  tliey  are  found  when  the  owner  died.^ 

68.  Chose  in  Action  as  Assets. — The  right  to  letters  of  adminis- 
tration does  not  in  all  cases  depend  upon  the  existence  of  tangible 
assets  requiring  administration.  Frequently  a  mere  claim  or  right  to 
enforce  some  claim  is  sufficient  foundation  for  the  issuing  of  letters 
of  administration.*  And  so  it  has  been  held  that  a  right  to  letters 
of  administration  may  be  sufficiently  predicated  on  a  right  of  action 
as  the  only  tangible  asset  of  the  decedent's  estate,^  and,  likewise,  that 
a  pending  action  is  a  sufficient  asset  to  support  the  appointment  of 
an  administrator  in  the  county  where  it  is  pending*  Furthermore, 
it  has  been  held  that  the  probate  court  of  the  county  in  which  a  judg- 
ment has  been  recovered  in  favor  of  the  decedent  in  his  lifetime  may 
have  jurisdiction  to  grant  probate  of  his  will  and  to  issue  letters 
testamentary  to  the  executor*  A  claim  against  the  United  Statea 
under  an  act  of  Congress,  providing  for  the  distribution  of  the  award 
for  the  Alabama  depredations,  has  been  held  to  be  property  in  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  authorizing 
the  appointment  there  of  an  administrator  of  the  deceased  claimant.' 
However,  it  has  been  said  that  debts  due  from  the  government  of  the 
United  States  have  no  locality  at  the  seat  of  government,  since  the 
United  States,  in  its  sovereign  capacity,  has  no  particular  place  of 
domicil,  but  possesses  in  contemplation  of  law  a  ubiquity  throughout 
the  Union.^ 

69.  Death  of  Nonresident  by  Wrongful  Act — A  right  of  action  for 
negligently  killing  a  person  is  an  asset  of  his  estate,  sufficient  to  war- 

17.  Moore  v.  Jordan,  36  Kan.  271,  as  to  claim  for  wrongful  death  as 

13  Pac.  337,  59  Am,  Rep.  650  (citing  assets  authorizing  the  appointment  of 

authorities  to  this  effect).  an  administrator;  and  see  generally, 

1.  In  re  Viosca,  197  Pa.  St.  280,  47  as  to  assets,  infra,  par.  109  et  aeq. 
Atl.  233,  51  L.R.A.  876.  As  to  purisdietion  in  ease  of  death  of 

2.  Fletcher  v.  Sanders,  7  Dana  nonresident  by  wrongful  act,  see  in- 
(Ky.)  345,  32  Am.  Dec.  96.  fra,  par.  69. 

Note:  24  L.R.A.  687,  5.  Forrester  t.  Southern  Pac  Co., 

3.  Ex  parte  Jenkins,  25  Ind.  App.  36  Neb.  247,  134  Pac  753,  136  Pac 
532,  58  N.  E.  560,  81  A.  8.  R.  114;  705,  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1. 

Merrill  v.  New  England  Mut  Life  Ins.  6.  Moore  t.  Tanner,  5  T.  B.  Uon. 

Co.,  103  Haas.  245,  4  Am.  Rep.  548;  (Ky.)  42, 17  Am.  Dec  35. 

Andrews  v.  Avory,  14  Grat.  (Va.)  Note:  2*  hSt.Ji.  687. 

229,  73  Am.  Dec  355.  7.  Manning  t.  Leighton,  65  Tt  84| 

4.  Ex  parte  Jenkins,  25  Ind.  App.  26  Atl.  258,  24  L.RJL  684  and  nota^ 
fi32,  58  N.  B.  560,  81  A.  S.  R.  114.  8.  Davis  t.  Chapmani  83  Va.  67,  1 

See  Death,  vol.  8,  p.  768  et  aeq.,  S.  E.  472,  5  A.  8.  R.  251. 
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rant  the  appointmeDt  of  an  administrator,  although  there  are  no  other 
assets  in  the  state  and  the  deceased  was  a  nonresident.'  And  so  it 
has  been  held  that  a  claim  in  behalf  of  a  nonresident  against  a  rail- 
road whose  principal  place  of  business  is  not  shown  to  be  limited  to 
any  county  in  the  state,  for  negligently  killing  a  passenger,  may  be 
assets  in  any  county  where  administration  is  applied  for,  so  as  to  give 
Jurisdiction  to  the  probate  court  to  .grant  letters  of  administration.^^ 
But  where  the  n^ligent  killing  of  a  nonresident  occurs  a  court  in 
one  state  has  no  power  to  appoint  an  administrator  of  such  non- 
resident, for  the  sole  purpose  of  bringing  an  action  in  the  state  of 
such  residence  upon  a  cause  of  action  created  by  the  statutes  of  such 
other  state;  and  this  is  true  although  the  laws  of  the  two  states  are 
essentially  similar.^^ 

70.  Exclusiveness  of  Jurisdiction. — ^The  jurisdiction  of  the  probate 
court  over  the  estate  of  a  deceased  person  attaches  when  its  general 
Jurisdiction  is  invoked  by  the  presentation  to  the  court  of  a  proper 
petition  by  some  person  entitled  to  take  such  action,'*  or,  as  it  is 
sometimes  stated,  upon  the  granting  of  letters  testamentary  or  of 
administration.'*  Where  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  once  atUiches 
the  general  rule  is  that  it  is  exclusive,'*  and  the  courts  of  other  coun- 
ties must  abide  the  determination  of  that  court,  which  is  reviewable 
only  upon  appeal.  Accordingly,  where  a  petition  for  letters  of 
administration  on  the  estate  of  a  decedent  is  tiled  in  the  court  of  a 
county,  and  is  based  on  an  averment  that  he  left  an  estate  in  that 
county,  the  truth'  of  such  allegation  must  be  determined  by  that 
court;  and  such  court  cannot  be  summarily  ousted  of  jurisdiction 
by  the  subsequent  filing  of  a  similar  petition  in  another  county  and 
proving  under  the  latter  petition  that  the  decedent  did  not  leave  any 
estate  in  the  county  in  which  Ihe  petition  for  letters  was  first  filed. >^ 
If  the  petitioner  under  a  petition  first  filed  is  not  entitled  to  letters 
of  administration,  the  court  will  proceed  to  grant  letters  to  some 

9.  Boeton  ft  M.  R.  R.  v.  Hurd,  108  statute  of  another  state. 
Fed.  116,  47  C.  C.  A.  615,  56  L.R.A.     10.  Boston  &  M.  R.  R.  v.  Hurd, 
193;  Hall  v.  Louisville  &  N.  R,  Co.,  108  Fed.  116,  47  C.  C,  A.  615,  56 
102  Ky.  480,  43  8.  W.  698,  80  A.  S.  L.R.A.  193. 

R.  353;  Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Lewis,  11.  Hall  v.  Lomsville,  ete.,  R.  Co., 
24  Neb.  848,  40  N.  W.  401,  2  L.R.A.  .102  Ky.  480,  43  S.  W.  698,  80  A.  S. 
67;  Re  Mayo,  60  8.  C.  401,  38  S.  E.  R.  358. 

634,  54  L.R.A.  660;  Fickeisen  v.  12.  Hanson  v.  Nygaard,  105  Minn. 
Wheeling  Electrical  Co.,  67  W.  Va.  30,  117  N.  W.  236,  127  A.  8.  R.  523. 
335,  67  8.  E.  788,  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  13.  Long  v.  Burnett,  13  la.  28,  81 
893;  Jordan  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  Am.  Dec.  420. 

125-  Wis.  581,  104  N.  W.  803,  110  A.  14.  Kling  v.  ConneU,  105  Ala.  590, 
3.  R.  865,  4  Ann.  Caa.  1113,  1  Lil.A.  17  So.  121,  53  A.  S.  R.  144;  Oiddings 
(N.S.)  885  and  note.  v.  Steele^  28  Tex.  732,  91  Am.  Dee, . 

And  see  goierally.  Death,  vol.  8,  p.  336. 
766  et  seq.,  as  to  the  right  of  a  per-     15.  Dnngan  t.  Superior  Court,  149 
WHial  representative  to  sue  under  the  Cal.  98, 84  Pm.  767, 117  A.  S.  R.  119. 
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competent  person,  and  to  settle  the  estate,  though  the  heirs  of  the 
decedent  protest  against  such  grant  and  object  to  any  administration 
at  all."  As  long  as  letters  of  administration  previously  granted  are 
still  in  force,  a  second  grant  of  letters  of  administration  is  void  and 
open  to  collateral  attack,'^  and  it  has  been  held  that  this  is  true 
although  the  letters  first  issued  were  fraudulently  obtained.'^  After 
a  probate  court  has  duly  appointed  a  competent  person  administrator, 
it  can  make  no  further  appointment  to  that  office  until  the  occurrence 
of  one  of  those  events  or  disabilities  which  either  temporarily  or  per- 
manently vacate  the  office,  such  as  the  death  of  the  incumbent,  the 
repeal  of  his  authority,  or  his  resignation.  An  appointment  mnde 
before  the  happening  of  any  of  these  contingencies  is  totally  void.^* 
Sometimes  two  or  more  courts  are  equally  entitled  to  exercise  juris- 
diction over  the  estate  of  a  nonresident  decedent  dying  without  the 
state.  In  such  cases  the  jurisdiction  usually  vests  exclusively  in  the 
courts  of  the  county  in  which  a  petition  for  letters  of  administration 
is  first  filed.***  Hence  if  it  is  necessary  to  take  out  letters  of  adminis- 
tration de  bonis  non  these  can  only  be  granted  by  the  court  of  the 
county  in  which  administration  was  first  granted,  although  part  of 
the  property  of  the  intestate  may  have  been  removed  to  another 
county.^  On  the  same  principle  it  has  been  decided  that  an  appoin^ 
ment  of  an  administrator  upon  a  finding  of  decedent's  death  and  pos- 
session of  property  within  the  county  is  conclusive  of  the  authority 
of  the  court  to  make  the  appointment  until  set  aside  on  direct  attack, 
although  a  will  is  found  and  subsequently  probated  in  another  county.* 
However,  in  some  states  a  probate  court  loses  jurisdiction  over  the 
administration  of  a  decedent's  estate  when  suit  is  brought  in  another 
designated  court  to  contest  the  will,  and  it  therefore  canbot  revoke 
the  appointment  of  an  administrator  pendente  lite  while  an  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  circuit  court  is  pending.' 

ConclvMveneas  of  AdministTation  Proceedings 

71.  In  General. — ^The  action  of  a  probate  court  in  appointing  an 
administrator,  if  jurisdiction  is  obtained,  is  not  as  a  rule  subject  to 

16.  Wilbur  v.  Bingfiam,  8  Wash,  charge  of  representative;  and  infrSf 
35,  35  Pac.  407,  40  A.  S.  R.  886.  par.  102  et  seq.,  as  to  effect  geaeraUy 

17.  Notes:  81  A.  S.  B.  546;  4  Ann.  of  revocatioa  and  discharge. 

Cas.  1119.  20.  Dungan  t.  Superior  Court,  149 

18.  Carr  v.  IlUnois  Cent.  B.  Co.,  Cal.  98,  84  Pae.  767,  117  A.  S.  R.  U9; 
180  Ala.  159,  60  So.  277,  43  LJ(.A.  Ewing  v.  Mallison,  65  Kan.  484,  70 
(N.S.)  634.  Pac.  369,  93  A.  S.  R.  299. 

.  19.  Matthews  v.  Conthitt,  27  Ala.  1.  Burnett  v.  Meadows,  7  B.  Hon. 

273,  62  Am.  Dec.  765  and  note.   See  (Ky.)  277,  46  Am.  Dec  517. 

infra,  [«r.  92  et  seq.,  as  to  renuncia-  2.  /^eigler  v.  Storey,  220  Pa.  St 

tion;  infra,  par.  95  et  seq.,  as  to  revo-  471,  69  AU.  894,  17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  878. 

oatioD  of  letters  and  dischaige;  infra,  3.  State  v.  Guinotte,  156  Mo.  613, 

par.  101,  as  to  resignation  and  dis-  57  S.  W.  281,  60  LJI.A.  787. 
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collnteral  attack.*   Although  the  conclusive  effect  of  judgmentB  of 

probate  and  other  courts  exercising  similar  powers,  upon  all  znatters 
within  their  jurisdiction,  is  generally  maintained  in  the  several  states, 
yet  if  a  probate  court,  while  having  jurisdiction  over  the  subject  mat- 
ter, clearly  exceeds  its  powers  or  does  an  act  prohibited  by  law,  its 
decree  may  be  avoided  in  collateral  proceedings  as  well  as  by  appeal. 
This  is  only  one  way  of  saying  that  where  the  jurisdiction  of  a 
probate  court  over  the  subject  matter  is  in  any  particular  limited, 
tlien  its  decree  is  not  binding  if  it  oversteps  the  limits  fixed,  as  in  such 
case  it  is  not  the  exercise  of  the  power  granted,  but  the  doing  of  an 
act  for  which  no  power  is  given,  or  which  is  expressly  prohibited.* 
It  has  been  said  that  the  administration  of  the  estates  of  deceased 
persons  contemplates  a  series  of  different  proceedings,  each  of  which 
is,  as  to  the  matters  embraced  within  its  purview,  separate;  and  that 
an  adjudication  as  to  each  step  in  this  series  is  intended  to  be  final 
in  its  nature,  and  not  subject  to  review  in  a  subsequent  stage  of  the 
administration  of  the  estate.  Hence,  it  cannot  be  said  where  an 
order  appointing  an  administrator  is  appealable,  that  an  attack  on 
such  order  should,  after  the  lapse  of  the  time  for  appeal,  be  termed 
direct  merely  because  made  in  some  proceeding  connected  with  the 
administration  of  tlie  same  estate;  as,  for  example,  on  the  settle- 
ment of  an.  account,  or  an  application  for  confirmation  of  a  sale 
of  real  estate.  And  so,  where  each  step  can  be  attacked  directly  by 
appeal,  or  by  some  motion  authorized  by  law  for  the  purpose,  or 
perhaps  by  bill  in  equity,  an  attack  made  in  a  different  proceeding 
in  the  same  estate  would  clearly  be  collateral  *  As  to  tlie  effect  of 
decrees  granting  letters  testamentary  or  of  administration,  a  funda- 
mental consideration  is  whether  courts  of  probate  which  have  juris- 
diction in  such  matters  are  to  be  regarded  as  courts  of  general  or  of 
limited  jurisdiction  only,  since  the  rule  is  that  the  decrees  of  courts 
of  the  former  class  can  only  be  attacked  collaterally  when  void,  while 
the  decrees  of  inferior  courts  are  not  so  protected.'  Furthermore,  the 
conclusiveness  of  decrees  of  probate  courts  in  the  administration  of 
estates  in  part,  frequently  depends  on  whether  the  proceedings  are  to 
be  deemed  in  rem  or  in  personam.  If  in  rem,  notice  to  the  parties 
interested  may  be  of  minor  importance,  while  if  .they  are  considered 
as  being  in  personam  notice  may  be  essential,  and  the  whole  validity 

4.  Roaeh  v.  Martin,  1  Har.  (Del.)  6.  In  re  Davis,  161  Cal.  318,  86  Pao. 
648,  27  Am.  Dec.  746;  Ewing  v.  Mai-  183,  90  Pac  711,  121  A.  S.  R.  105. 
lison,  65  Kan.  484,  70  Pac.  389,  93  7.  Note:  4  Ann.  Caa.  1117.  See 
A.  S.  R.  299;  Daliinger  v.  Moree,  208  snpra,  par.  59,  60,  as  to  whelher  pro- 
Mass.  501,  94  N.  £.  701,  Ann.  Cm.  bate  courts  should  be  eonsiclered  as 
1912A  982  and  note.  eonrts  of  special  or  general  juiisdie- 

Note:  81  A.  S.  R.  636.  tion. 

6.  Note:  63  UBJL  07. 
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of  the  decrees  of  the  court  may  be  made  to  reet  on  the  sufficient  of 
the  notice  and  on  the  principle  of  estoppel.* 

72.  Probate  Proceedings  as  in  Rem. — The  granting  of  letters  tea- 
tamentary  or  of  administration  by  a  probate  court  is  a  judicial  act 
and  an  exercise  of  judicial  authority.'  In  many  jurisdictions  the 
judgment  of  a  court  of  probate  respecting  the  probate  of  a  will,  admit- 
ting or  rejecting  it,  has  a  different  and  more  stringent  effect  than 
the  ordinary  judgment  of  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  acting 
under  general  jurisdiction  of  the  subject  matter  of  the  action.*'  It 
is  in  the  nature  of  a  judgment  in  rem  which  determines  the  status 
of  the  subject  matter,*'  and,  being  such,  while  it  remains  in  force 
it  is  conclusive  not  only  on  the  parties  before  the  court,  but  upon 
all  persons  and  all  courts.'*  For  this  reason  when  the  action  of  a 
probate  court  is  within  its  jurisdiction  it  is  not  subject  to  collateral 
attack." 

73.  Erroneous  Finding  of  Jurisdictional  Facts;  View  that  Pro- 
ceedings Are  Void. — There  is  considerable  confusion  among  the  author^ 
ities  as  to  the  right  of  collateral  attack  where  it  is  claimed  that  the 
court,  in  granting  an  administration,  erroneously  decided  some  juris- 
dictional fact  Some  cases  regard  such  a  decision  as  a  usurpation 
of  jurisdiction  where  none  exists,  rendering  thereby  the  grant  of 
letters  totally  void  and  subject  to  collateral  attack.'*  Other  authorities 
take  the  view  that  where  the  court  has  erred  in  its  determination  of 
jurisdictional  facts,  the  proceedings  are  merely  voidable."  Under 
the  view  that  the  proceedings  are  void  under  such  circumstances,  it 
has  been  said  that  the  power  of  the  court  to  grant  letters  of  adminis- 
tration depends  upon  the  facts  as  they  exist  at  the  time  the  letters 
are  granted,  and  if  the  court  does  not,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  have  juria- 

8.  See  infra,  par.  72,  as  to  whether  Stovall,  103  Tenn.  1,  52  S.  W.  206, 
probate  proceediDgs  are  in  rem.  48  L.R.A.  130  and  note. 

9.  Ewing  V.  MailisoD,  65  Kan.  484,      Note:  60  Am.  Dec.  353. 

70  Pac.  369,  93  A.  S.  R.  299;  Pamell      12.  Note:  60  Am.  Dec.  353. 
V.  Thompson,  81  Kan.  119,  105  Pae.      13.  Ewing  v.  Mallison,  65  Kan.  484, 

502,  33  L.R.A.(N.S.)  658;  Smith  v.  70  Pac.  369,  93  A.  S.  R.  2i)9. 
Wilson,  17  Md.  460,  79  Am.  Dee.  665;      14.  Note:  4  Ann.  Cas.  1118. 
Palmer  v.  Oakley,  2  Doug.  (Mich.)      As  elsewhere  stated  in  the  present 

433,  47  Am.  Dee.  41;  State  v.  Ooggin,  article,  tlie  jurisdictional  facts  for  the 

191  Mo.  482,  90  S.  W.  379,  109  A.  S.  granting  of  letters  of  administration 

R.  826.  are  generally  considered  as  being  the 

10.  Note:  60  Am.  Dec.  353.  death  of  the  person  on  whose  estate 

11.  Wilson  V.  Hartford  Fire  Ins.  the  lettera  are  being  granted,  his  reai- 
Co.,  164  Fed.  817,  90  C.  C.  A.  593,  19  dence  at  time  of  death  within  the 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  553;  In  re  Davis,  151  county  in  which  the  letters  are  issued, 
Cal.  318,  86  Pac  183,  90  Pac.  711,  121  and  in  default  of  such  residence  the 
A.  S.  R.  105 ;  Reed  v.  Reed,  91  Ky,  presence  of  assets  in  such  county. 
267,  15  S.  W.  625,  11  L.R.A.  513;  infra,  par.  81  et  seq. 

State  V.  Goggin,  191  Mo.  482,  90  S.  W.     16.  See  infra,  par.  74. 
379,  109  A.  S.  R.  826;  Martin  v. 
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diction^  Done  of  Uie  proceedings  in  the  coui^  of  Euoh  administration 
can  have  any  validity  in  favor  of  any  person,  on  the  ground  that  he 
was  ignorant  of  the  want  of  such  power  in  the  court.^*  Therefore,  it 
is  contended,  the  judgment  of  the  probate  court  granting  adminis- 
tration ia  subject  to  impeachment  by  extraneous  evidence  showing 
the  case  to  have  been  such  that  the  court  had  no  power  to  grant  the 
administration.^'  In  jurisdictions  accepting  this  view  as  to  the  effect 
of  an  erroneous  finding  of  jurisdictional  facts  the  issuance  of  letters 
of  adminiatration  is  merely  prima  f^cie  evidence  that  the  court  issu- 
ing them  had  jurisdiction  over  the  subject  matter  of  the  estate  end 
that  the  proceedings  therein*  were  regular  and  valid;  but  such 
letters,  even  if  regular  on  their  face,  may  be  shown  to  be  absolutely 
void  if  the  court  making  the  appointment  had  no  jurisdiction.*'  It 
seems  that  in  order  to  be  even  pr^ma  facie  evidence  of  the  regularity 
of  the  prior  proceedings  the  letters  themselves  must  be  regular  in 
form." 

74,  View  that  Proceedings  Are  Merely  Voidable. — ^In  many  juris- 
dictions the  view  that  letters  of  administration  are  void  where  the 
jurisdictional  facts  do  not  exist  and  the  court  has  erred  in  their 
determination,  is  rejected,  and  the  doctrine  which  is  followed  is  that 

conclusive  effect  may  be  given  to  the  decrees  of  probate  courts  even 
where  the  court  has  incorrectly  found  the  jurisdictional  facts,  pro- 
vided the  court  had  the  power  to  determine  such  facts,*  and  no  want 
of  jurisdiction  appears  on  the  face  of  the  proceedings.*  If,  however, 
the  absence  of  essential  jurisdictional  facts  appears  in  the  same  record 

16.  Withers  t.  Patterson,  27  Tex.  Sav.  Inst.,  76  N.  Y.  318,  32  Am.  Rep. 
491,  86  Am.  Dec.  643.  309;  Union  Savings  Bank,  etc.,  Co.  t. 

17.  Boyd  V.  Glass,  34  Qa.  253,  89  Western  Union  Tel.  Co.,  79  Ohio  St. 
Am  Dec  252.  89,  86  N.  E.  478,  128  A  S.  R.  675; 

18.  Sima  v.  Boynton,  32  Ala.  353,  Pisk  v.  Norvel,  9  Tex.  13,  58  Am.  Dec 
70  Am.  Dec  540;  Thompson  v.  Burge,  128;  Andrews t.  Avory,  14  Grat.  (Va.) 
60  Kan.  549,  57  Pac.  110,  72  A.  S.  B.  229,  73  Am.  Dec  355. 

369;  Parnell  v.  Thompson,  81  Kan.  Notes:  4  Ann.  Gas.  1117;  Ann.  Cas. 

119,  105  Pac  502,  33  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1912A  983.   See  supra,  par.  73,  as  to 

658;  Fletcher  t.  Sanders,  7  Dana  the  view  that  the  proceedings  under 

(Ky.)  345,  32  Am.  Dpc.  96;  Remick  such  conditions  are  void. 

V.  Botterfleld,  31  N.  H.  70,  64  Am.  2.  Dayton  Coal,  etc,  Co.  v.  Dodd, 

Dec.  316.  188  Fed.  597,  110  C.  C.  A.  395,  37 

19.  Parnell  v.  Thompson,  81  Kan.  L.R.A.(N.8.)  456 ;  Bradley  v.  Missouri 
119,  105  Pac  602,  33  L.R.A.(N.S.)  Pac.  R.  Co.,  51  Neb.  653,  71  N.  W. 
658.  282,  66  A.  S.  R.  473 ;  Merrill  v.  Harris, 

20.  Ewing  V.  Mallison,  65  Kan.  484,  26  N.  H.  142,  57  Am.  Dec.  359 ;  Union 
70  Pac  369,  93  A.  S.  K.  299.  See  in-  Saving:8  Bank,  etc,  Co.  v.  Wef»'.<srn 
£ra,  par.  75,  as  to  the  effect  of  irregu-  Union  Tel.  Co.,  79  Ohio  St.  89,  86  N. 
larities  in  the  record.  E.  478,  128  A.  S.  R.  675;  In  re  Mayo, 

1.  Ex  parte  MaxweU,  37  Ala.  362,  60  S.  C.  401,  38  S.  E.  634,  64  LJIA. 
79  Am.  Dec.  62;  Parnell  v.  Thompson,  660. 

81  Kan.  119,  106  Pac  502,  33  L.R.A.  Notes:  81  A.  S.  R.  637;  4  Ann.  Cm. 
(SM.)  658;  Roderigaa  t.  East  River  1117;  Ami.  Cas.  IfflSA  983. 
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which  shows  a  grant  of  administration  it  ia  conclusiTe  against  the 
validity  of  the  letters.*  Since  it  is  the  duty  of  the  court  to  determine 
the  jurisdictionat  facts,*  it  is  conclusively  presumed  to  have  dune  so, 
and  to  have  decided  them  correctly,*  and  the  granting  of  the  letters 
until  revoked  by  a  competent  tribunal  on  a  direct  proceeding  to  that 
end,  is  deemed  conclusive  evidence  of  the  authority  of  the  person  to 
whom  they  are  issued  to  administer  upon  the  estate  of  the  decedent, 
and  cannot  be  collaterally  assailed.*  A  distinction  is  drawn  between 
the  acts  of  a  court'having  jurisdiction  over  the  subject  matter  under 
some  circumstances,  and  those  of  one  which,  in  no  possible  state  of 
things,  can  take  jurisdiction  over  the  subject.  If  under  any  circum- 
stances a  court  could  grant  administration  to  the  administrator,  it  is 
considered  as  having  jurisdiction  of  the  subject,  and  as  being  era- 
powered  to  judge  of  tliose  circumstances.'  If  the  court  of  probate 
having  jurisdiction  of  tlie  subject  matter,  grants  letters  testamentary 
or  of  administration,  tlien  such  judgment  or  decree  cannot  be  col- 
laterally impeached  by  showing  that  the  court  had  no  jurisdiction  in 
the  particular  case  in  which  the  letters  are  issued,  by  reason  of  the 
nonresidence  of  the  deceased,  or  the  nonexistence  of  such  fucts  as  the 
law  requires  to  exist  in  such  cases  before  the  letters  could  have  been 
legally  issued.**  The  some  rule  has  been  applied  where  the  questions 
sought  to  be  raised  were  whether  the  dec*edent  died  leaving  assets 
within  the  county  in  which  tlie  letters  were  granted,'  and  whetlier  he 
died  intestate  in  such  county." 

75.  Presumptions  from  Letters  and  Record. — One  important  conse- 
quence of  the  doctriue  that  probate  courts  are  courts  of  general 
jurisdiction  is  to  be  found  in  the  rule  that  all  presumptions  and 
intendments  are  to  be  taken  in  favor  of  the  regularity  and  validity 

S.  Moore  t.  Philbrick,  32  Me.  102,  Dee.  735;  Schultz  t.  Schultz,  10  Qrat 

62  Am.  Dee.  642.  (Va.)  358,  (lU  Am.  Dec,  3^ 
Note:  81  A.  S.  R.  636.  Note:  33  Am.  Dec.  242. 

4.  Note:  81  A.  S.  R.  549,  650.  7.  Note:  21  L.R.A.  151. 

5.  Johnson  v.  Beazley,  65  Mo.  260,     8.  Note:  33  Am.  Deo.  242. 

27  Am.  Rep.  276;  Fisher  v.  Bossett,  9  9.  Leonard  v.  Columbia  Steam  Kav. 

Leigh  (Va.)  119,  33  Am.  Dee.  227  and  Co.,  84  N.  Y.  48,  38  Am.  Hep.  4ifX; 

note.  Can:  v.  Hull,  65  Ohio  St.  3!)4,  62  N. 

6.  Coltart  v.  Allen,  40  Ala.  155,  88  E.  439, 87  A.  S.  R.  623,  68  L.R.A.  641; 
Am.  Dec.  757;  Carr  v.  Illinois  Cent.  Fisher  v.  Baasett,  9  Leigh  (Va.)  119, 
R.  Co.,  180  Ala.  159,  60  So.  277,  43  33  Am.  Dec.  227;  Jordan  v.  Chicago, 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  634;  Riser  v.  Snoddy,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  125  Wis.  581,  104  N.  W. 
7  Ind.  442,  65  Am.  Dec.  740;  Waters  803,  110  A.  S.  R.  866,  4  Ann.  Cas. 
V.  Stickney,  12  Allen  (Mass.)  1,  90  1113,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  885. 

Am.  Dec.  122;  Carroll  v,  Carroll,  60  Notes:  79  Am.  Dee.  65;  18  L.R.A. 

N.  Y.  121,  19  Am.  Rep.  144;  Zeigler  243. 

v.  Storey,  220  Pa.  St.  471,  69  Atl.  894,  10.  Schulter  v.  Bowery  Sav.  Bank, 

17  L.R.A.(N.S.)   878;   Giddings  v.  117  N.  Y.  125,  22  N.U  572,  15  A.  S. 

Steele,  23  Tex.  732,  91  Am.  Dec.  336;  R.  494,  5  L.R.A.  64L  See  also  infra, 

Abbott  V.  Cobnm,  28  Vt  663,  67  Am.  par.  81,  82. 
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of  the  proceedings  of  such  courts.'*  It  is  presumed  that  the  pro- 
bate court  before  making  an  appointment  of  an  administrator  of 

the  estate  of  a  deceased  person  has  ascertained  the  existence  of  the 
jurisdictional  facts  without  which  the  power  of  appointment  could 
not  be  legally  exercised.^'  Even  the  existence  of  jurisdictional  facts 
may  be  presumed  in  the  granting  of  letters  executory  and  of  admin- 
istration when  these  are  called  in  question  in  collateral  proceed- 
ings.^' Letters  of  administration  are  deemed  to  be  in  the  nature  of 
an  exemplification  of  the  record  of  the  appointment  of  the  admin- 
astrator,^*  and,  in  a  collateral  proceeding,  are  conclusive  evidence 
of  the  appointment  of  the  person  named  therein  as  administrator.'* 
Yet  letters  of  administration  are  not  the  sole  competent  evidence 
of  administration  granted.  In  some  cases  it  is  sufficient  to  show 
the  order  of  the  court  granting  the  administration,  and  subsequent 
orders  treating  the  person  appointed  as  administrator."  The  pre- 
Bumption  of  regularity  arising  out  of  the  record  is  available  only 
when  the  record  does  not  on  its  face  show  the  absence  of  jurisdic- 
tional facts.''  Even  the  complete  silence  of  the  record  will  not, 
it  has  been  held,  overcome  the  presumption  of  regularity  of  the 
letters  of  administration.'^  In  other  words,  it  is  not  necessary  that 
die  record  should  aHirmatively  show  the  finding  of  jurisdictional 
facts."  Where  there  is  no  actual  decree  making  an  appointment, 
the  appointees  cannot  invoke  the  benefit  of  the  presumptions  which 
might  otherwise  be  made.**  The  presumptions  of  regularity  are  of 
such  weight  that  they  apply  even  to  decrees  of  foreign  courts  grantr 
ing  letters  of  administration  in  estates  within  their  jurisdiction;  and 
80  in  collateral  proceedings  in  another  state  such  letters  cannot  be 
impeached.' 

76.  Estoppel  and  Res  Judicata. — The  basis  for  holding  that  letters 
of  administration  are  void  or  voidable,  as  the  case  may  be,  is  some- 

11.  Dayton  Coal,  etc.,  Co.  ▼.  Dodd,  Nygaard,  105  Minn.  30,  117  N.  W. 
188  Fed.  597,  110  C.  C.  A.  395,  37  235,  127  A.  S.  R.  523. 
LJiJL(N.S.)  456;  Robbins  v.  Boul-     16.  Hosey  v.  Brasher,  8  Port.  (Ala.) 
ware,  190  Mo.  33,  88  S.  W.  674,  109  659,  33  Am.  Dee.  299. 

A.  S.  R.  746;  Bradley  v.  Missouri  Pae.  17.  Bradley  v.  Missouri  Pae.  R.  Co., 
R.  Co.,  51  Neb.  653,  71  N.  W.  282,  66  61  Neb.  653,  71  N.  W.  282,  66  A.  S. 
A.  S.  R.  473.  R.  473. 

12.  Kling     Connell,  106  Ala.  690,     18.  Note:  81  A.  S.  R.  551. 

17  So.  121,  63  A.  S.  R.  144.  19.  Dnnlap  v.  Roek  Hill-  Savings 

Note:  81  A.  S.  R.  638.  Bank,  69  S.  G.  270,  48  S.  £.  49,  104 

13.  Bradley  v.  Missouri  Pae.  R.  Co.,  A.  S.  R.  796. 
51  Neb.  653, 71 N.  W.  282, 66  A.  S.  R.     20.  Reynolds  v.  HcMnHen,  66  Mioh. 


14.  Remick  v.  Batterfleld,  81  N.  H.  1.  Alabama  Great  Southern  R.  Co. 
70,  64  Am.  Dee.  316.  Hill,  139  Oa.  224,  76  8.  B.  1001, 

15.  Dennis  v.  Bint,  122  Cal.  39,  54  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  996,  43  L.RJl.(N.a) 
Pae.  378,  68  A.  S.  R.  17;  Hanson  t.  236. 
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times  found  in  the  doctrine  of  estoppel  and  res  judicata.  Where 
the  facts  have  been  litigated  the  final  decision  of  the  court  as  to 
the  validity  or  invalidity  of  the  grant  of  such  letters  becomes  con- 
clusively adjudicated,  and  the  decision  of  the  court  is  deemed  bind- 
ing upon  the  parties  to  tlie  proceeding  and  their  privies.  Such  a 
decree  under  the  doctrine  of  res  judicata  is  conclusive  as  to  all 
matters  directly  in  issue  upon  the  bearing.  Yet  it  would  not  affect 
matters  not  in  issue,  or  not  necessarily  involved  in  the  proceeding.* 
In  accordance  with  this  doctrine  it  has  been  held  that  where  the 
fact  as  to  jurisdiction  is  involved  in  the  question  which  is  the  gist 
of  the  suit,  so  that  it  cannot  be  decided  without  going  into  the 
latter  question,  the  judgment  therein  is  collaterally  conclusive.*  But 
it  has  been  said  that  where  the  jurisdiction  depends  upon  some 
colluleral  fact  which  can  be  decided  without  going  into  the  case 
on  its  merits,  then  the  jtirisdiction  may  be  questioned  collaterally, 
even  though  the  jurisdictional  fact  was  actually  found  to  exist  by 
the  court  rendering  the  judgment*  The  effect  of  the  granting  of 
letters  of  administration  is  sometimes  determined  on  the  principles 
of  the  doctrine  of  estoppel.  If  an  administrator  appointed  by  the 
probate  court  of  the  wrong  county  accepts  the  appointment,  and, 
acting  thereunder,  obtains  possession  of  the  assets  of  an  estate  and 
converts  them,  the  courts  have  held  that  neither  he  nor  his  sureties 
can  question  the  validity  of  his  appointment.*  And  where  an  admin- 
istrator, pursuant  to  the  order  and  authority  of  a  probate  court,  takes 
t^e  property  of  an  estate  which  belongs  to  minor  heirs,  and  misappro- 
priates and  dissipates  it  he  cannot  escape  an  accounting  on  the  ground 
that  his  appointment  was  a  nullity.*  Other  parties  than  the  executor 
or  administrator  and  his  sureties  may  be  estopped  from  denying  the 
validity  of  the  grant  of  letters  of  administration.  For  example  the 
heirs  interested  in  an  estate  may,  by  participating  in  proceedings  for 
an  accounting,  become  estopped  from  questioning  the  regularity  of 
such  letters.' 

77.  Effect  of  Fraud. — The  generally  accepted  view  is  that  a  judg- 
ment of  a  court  of  probate  granting  letters  of  administration  cannot 
in  a  collateral  proceeding  be  set  aside  upon  the  ground  of  fraud, 
although  it  may  be  vacated  by  direct  proceedings  on  such  grounds.* 

2.  Morgan  v.  Dodge,  44  N.  H.  255,  121,  53  A.  S.  R.  144;  Roberts  ». 
82  Am.  Deo.  213.  See  generaUy,  Rogers,  28  Miss.  152,  61  Am.  Deo. 
JnmvEms.  542.  And  see  generally,  Estoppel,  vol. 

8.  People's  Sav.  Bank  v.  WilcoT,  15  10,  pp.  694,  821. 
R.  I.  258,  3  Atl.  211,  2  A.  S.  R.  804.      6.  Dobler  v.  Strobel,  9  K.  D.  10^ 

4.  Ewing  V.  Mallison,  65  ICau.  484,  81  N.  W.  37,  81  A.  S.  R.  530. 
70  Pac.  369,  93  A.  S.  H.  299.  7.  Harris'  Succession,  39  La.  Ann. 

6.  Eslava  v.  Elliott,  5  Ala.  264,  39  443,  2  So.  39,  4  A.  S.  R.  269. 
Am.  Dec.  326;  Thompson  v.  Bondur-     8.  Csrr  v.  Illinois  Cent  R.  Co.,  180 
ftiit,  15  Ala.  346,  SO  Am.  Dee.  136;  Ala.  159,  60  So.  277,  43  L.R.A.(N.8.) 
Eling  T.  Connell,  lOS  Ala.  690, 17  So.  634;  Alabama  Great  Sontfaem  B.  Co. 
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And  so  it  has  been  held  that  a  judgment  or  decree  of  a  court  of 
competent  jurisdiction  cannot  be  impeached  on  the  ground  that  the 
will  was  forged,  or  that  the  testator  was  non  compos  mentis,  or  that 
anotlier  was  executor*  Under  the  same  rule  payment  to  an  exec- 
utor of  a  forged  will  has  been  held  to  be  valid,  although  the  probate 
thereof  is  afterwards  revoked  on  account  of  such  forgery.'^  Where 
811  administration  has  once  been  granted  and  an  action  brought 
and  a  final  judgment  rendered  therein  the  courts  have  held  that 
in  a  second  suit  on  the  same  cause  of  action  by  a  new  administrator 
of  the  same  estate,  the  former  judgment  should  be  treated  as  res 
judicata  and  not  subject  to  being  assailed  as  void  on  the  ground 
that  it  bad  been  procured  by  the  fraud  and  collusion  of  the  admin- 
istrator and  the  defendant.**  Even  where  a  court  has  granted  let^ 
ters  of  administration  in  consequence  of  a  fraud  perpetrated  upon 
it,  as,  for  example,  by  false  representations  to  the  effect  that  tlie 
decedent  was  a  resident  of  the  state  at  the  time  of  his  death,  the 
remedy  would  be  only  by  a  direct  proceeding." 

78.  Disqualification  of  Judge.— It  is  a  rule  in  some  jurisdictiona 
that  the  relationship  of  a  judge,  witiiin  a  prohibited  degree,  to  tlie 
decedent  or  to  the  petitioner  in  a  matter  concerning  the  estate,  dis-^ 
qualifies  him  from  acting,  so  that  his  decree  thereon  is  a  nullity. 
But  in  other  jurisdictions,  while  the  decree  in  such  a  case  is  rever- 
sible or  voidable,  it  is  not  void  and  cannot  be  questioned  in  a  col- 
lateral proceeding.*'  Under  the  rule  first  stated,  where  a  judge  of 
probate  appointed  his  wife's  brother  administrator  of  an  estate  of 
which  her  father  was  a  principal  creditor,  it  was  held  that  the  judge 
was  disqualified  by  personal  interest,  and  that  the  appointment  was 
void.**  There  is  a  similar  difference  of  opinion  as  r^ards  the  effect 
of  a  judge  being  a  creditor  of  the  estate.  In  some  jurisdictions  it  is 
well  settled  that  a  judge  who  is  a  creditor  of  a  decedent's  estate  is 
incompetent  to  act  therein  in  a  matter  which  may  affect  the  secur- 
ity or  collection  of  his  claim."  And  it  has  been  held  that  the  grant 
of  letters  of  administration  by  a  judge  of  probate,  who  has  a  valid 
claim  against  the  estate,  is  void  for  want  of  jurisdiction,  even  though 
he  had  determined  not  to  enforce  such  claim.**  The  question  some- 
times turns  on  whether  the  interest  is  sufficient  to  disqualify  him 

HUl,  139  Ga.  224,  76  S.  E.  1001,  t.  HiU,  139  Ga.  224,  76  S.  E.  1001, 

Ann.  Cas.  1914D  996,  43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  Ann.  Gas.  1914D  9S6,  43  LJtA.(N.S.) 

236;  Manning  v.  Leighton,  66  Vt.  84,  236. 

26  Atl.  258,  24  L3JL  684.   See  gen-  12.  Neal  v.  Boykin,  129  Oa.  676,  69 

erally.  Judgments.  8.  E.  912, 121  A.  S.  R.  237. 

9.  Roach  T.  Martin,  1  Har.  (Del.)  13.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912C  1168. 
648,  27  Am.  Dec.  746.  14.  Hall  v.  Thayer,  105  Mass.  219, 

10.  Palmer   v.   Oakley,   2  Dong.  7  Am.  Rep.  513. 

(Mich.)  433,  47  Am.  Dee.  41.  IS.  Note:  Ann.  Oas.  1912C  1166. 

11.  Alabama  Great  Sonthem  B.  Co.  16.  Sigonzney  t.  Sibl^,  21  PkL 
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either  at  common  law  or  under  the  terms  of  a  statute^  since  it  is 
generally  conceded  that  a  judge  who  has  a  direct  and  substantial 

interest  in  a  matter  coming  before  him  for  decision  is  incompetent 
to  pass  on  such  interest."  However,  in  a  number  of  jurisdictions 
the  view  is  adopted  that  the  interest  of  a  judge  as  a  creditor  of  the 
decedent  does  not  necessarily  disqualify  him  from  acting  in  gen- 
eral matters  in  the  proceeding,  or  from  granting  letters  of  admin- 
istration. Under  this  view  it  has  been  held  that  if  the  claim  of  the 
probate  judge  be  presented  in  the  name  of  another  person  the  pro- 
ceedings would  not  be  void,  for  nothing  would  then  appear  in  the 
record.  It  ia  said  that  if  the  rule  were  otherwise  no  person  whose 
title  to  property  was  obtained  through  probate  proceedings  could 
regard  his  title  as  secure  or  safe  against  an  impeachment." 

79.  Proceedings  to  Question  Validity. — The  question  as  to  the 
validity  of  letters  of  administration  granted  to  an  adversary  in  liti- 
^  gation,  like  issues  generally,  must  be  raised  by  proper  averments.** 
In  some  jurisdictions  the  standing  of  the  plaintiff  as  an  administrar 
tor  cannot  be  questioned  by  a  general  denial,  but  in  order  to  put 
the  plaintiff  to  a  proof  of  his  appointment  as  administrator  the 
.defendant  must  file  a  special  plea  in  abatement.**  This  plea  is  some- 
times in  the  form  of  the  very  technical  plea  of  ne  unques  adminis- 
trator, which  is  allowable  as  a  plea  in  bar,  going  only  to  the  plain- 
tiff's right  to  maintain  the  action,  although  it  does  not  deny  deliction 
on  the  part  of  the  defendant.*  Where  the  plaintiff's  pleading  if^clf 
afHrmativety  shows  facts  which  would  deprive  the  probate  court 
of  jurisdiction  to  grant  administration,  the  question  of  want  of  juris- 
diction might  be  raised  by  demurrer,  in  an  action  brought  by  the 
administrator  as  plaintiff.*  As  a  general  rule  the  competency  of  an 
administrator  duly  appointed  cannot  be  contested  in  an  action  brought 
by  him  to  recover  for  Uie  wrongful  death  of  his  intestate.*  Nor 
can  the  question  of  the  validity  of  tlie  appointment  of  an  admin- 
istrator for  the  estate  of  one  killed  by  another's  negligence  be  raised 

(Mass.)  101,  32  Am.  Dec.  248;  Hall  etc.,  Co.,  182  Ala.  622,  62  So.  176,  46 

V.  Thayer,  105  Mass;  219,  7  Am.  Rep.  L.n.A.(N.S.)  274. 

513.  2.  Hall  V.  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co- 

17.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  19120  11C5.  102  Ky.  480,  43  S.  W.  698,  80  A,  S. 

18.  Regents  of  University  v.  Turn-  R.  358.   See  generally  Pleading. 

er,  159  Cal.  641,  114  Pac.  842,  Ann.  3.  Boston,  etc.,  R.  Ca  v.  Hard,  108 

Cas.  1912C  1162  and  note.  Fed.  116,  47  C.  C.  A.  616,  66  L.R.A. 

19.  Hall  V.  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  193;  In  re  Mayo,  60  S,  C.  401,  38  S. 
102  Ky.  480,  43  S.  W.  698,  80  A.  S.  E.  634,  54  L.RjL  660;  Kekeisen  v. 
R.  358.    See  generally,  Plbadiso.  Wheeling  Electrical  Co.,  67  W.  Va. 

20.  Hall  V.  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  335,  67  S.  E.  788,  27  LJl.A.(N.S.) 
102  Ky.  480,  43  S.  W.  698,  80  A.  S.  803.  See  supra,  par.  68,  69,  as  to 
R.  358;  Cross  t.  Watts,  206  Mo.  373,  choses  in  action  genmlly,  and  as  to 
104  S.  W.  30,  121  A.  S.  R.  662.  death  of  nonresident  by  wrongfal 

1.  MUbra  v.  Sloss-Sheffield  St«el,  act. 
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hj  motion  to  dismiss  a  petition  filed  by  him  against  the  wronfcdoer 
to  recover  damages  for  the  death.*  The  same  principlee  have  appli- 
cation to  other  actions  brought  by  administrators  and  executors.  Thus 
in  a  suit  by  an  administrator  to  recover  assets  of  the  estate,  the 
conrt  cannot  generally  inquire  into  the  legality  of  his  appointment* 
It  has  likewise  been  decided  tliat  where  an  administrator  sues  for 
damages  for  the  wrongful  conversion  of  certificates  of  stock  belong- 
ing to  the  deceased,  the  issue  is  the  title  to  the  certificates  end  not 
the  authority  of  the  administrator  to  take  charge  of  the  estate  of 
the  deceased.* 

80.  Effect  of  Void  Appointment — Questions  as  to  the  validity  of 
the  acts  of  executors  and  administrators,  under  letters  of  admin- 
istration subsequently  revoked  or  held  invalid,  arise  in  two  different 
classes  of  cases:  first,  in  coses  where  the  court  granting  the  letters, 
whether  testamentary  or  of  administration,  has  no  jurisdiction;  and 
second,  in  cases  where,  although  the  court  has  jurisdiction,  there 
has  been  some  irregularity  in  the  proceedings.  In  cases  under  the 
first  head,  the  courts  have  generally  held  the  acts  done  by  such 
executors  or  administrators  absolutely  void,  while  in  tliose  under 
the  second,  the  acts  done  prior  to  the  revocation  of  the  grant  have 
been  considered  valid  and  binding  upon  the  estate.'  Even  when 
it  has  been  determined  that  a  grant  of  administration  is  void  for 
want  of  jurisdiction,  in  that  the  court  never-  had  jurisdiction,  so 
that  the  proceedings  are  void  ab  initio,  nevertheless  nnt  every  act 
of  the  admi,nistrator  will  necessarily  be  a  nullity.  Those  things 
which  are  done  for  the  benefit  of  all  parties  and  which  should  be 
done  for  the  security  and  benefit  of  all  .concerned  may  be  upheld, 
especially  if  they  are  of  the  character  falling  within  the  duties  of 
a  temporary  administrator,  had  one  been  appointed.*  As  an  illus- 
tration of  acts  altogether  void  when  done  by  an  administrator  whose 
appointment  is  void  on  account  of  lack  of  jurisdiction  may  be  men- 
tioned the  payment  to  and  receipt  of  money  by  the  administrator 
of  the  eetate  of  a  living  person.  Such  payment  will  not  be  a  dis- 
charge of  a  debt  as  against  the  creditor."  In  cases  in  wliich  the 
appointment  of  the  executor  is  merely  irregular  and  merely  void- 
able, the  subsequent  revocation  will  not  invalidate  acts  done  in  good 
faith  and  within  the  powers  granted  by  the  appointment."  If  the 
grant  of  administration  was  originally  void  for  want  of  jurisdiction 
it  will  acquire  no  validity  by  mere  lapse  of  time.   Thus  it  has  been 

4.  Lonisville  v.  Hart,  143  Ky.  171,  (Mass.)  101,  32  Am.  Dee.  248. 

136  S.  W.  212,  35  L.R.A.(N.S.)  207.  9.  Roderigas  v.  East  River  Sav 

6.  Note:  81  A.  8.  R.  538.  Inst.,  76  N.  7.  316,  32  Am.  Rep.  309. 

6.  Richardson  V.  Buaeh,  198  Mo.  174,  Note:  43  LJlJl.(N.S.)  635. 

95  S.  W.  894,  115  A.  S.  R.  472.  10.  Rnd  v.  Reed,  91  Ky.  267.  15 

7.  Note:  21  L.R.A.  147.  S.  W,  525, 11  t.KJi.  513. 

8.  Sigourney  v.  Sibley,  21  Piek.      Note:  43  Lit.A.(N.S.)  636. 
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held  thai  a  lapse  of  twenty  years  and  more  will  not  validate  the 
acts  of  an  administrator  appointed  by  a  court  having  no  juiisdiction.^^ 

Validity  of  Proceedings  as  Depending  on  Jurisdictional  Facte 

81.  Jurisdictional  Facts  Generally. — ^In  order  to  render  valid  a 
grant  of  letters  of  administration  the  view  is  generally  accepted  that 
certain  jurisdictional  factfi  must  exist.  These  facts  are  that  tlie 
person  on  whose  estate  the  letters  are  being  granted  is  in  fact  dead, 
and  that  at  the  time  of  death  he  was  a  resident  of  the  county  wherein 
letters  are  being  granted,'*  or  if  not^  a  resident  that  he  left  assets 
in  such  county.'*  It  has  been  said  that  the  fact  of  the  death  of 
the  intestate  and  of  his  residence  within  the  county  are  foundation 
facts  upon  which  all  the  subsequent  proceedings  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  estate  rest,"  and  that  if  the  intestate  was  not  an  inhabit- 
ant of  the  state  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  left  no  assets  in  the 
state,  and  none  came  into  it  afterwards,  no  jurisdiction  is  conferred 
on  tlie  court  to  grant  letters  of  administration  in  any  county  of  the 
state,  and  such  letters,  if  granted,  are  coram  non  judice  and  void.'* 
Assets  constitute  a  jurisdictional  fact  only  in  the  absence  of  legal 
residence  in  the  county.  A  probate  court  has  jurisdiction  to  grant 
administration  of  the  estate  of  a  person  who  at  the  time  of  his 
decease  was  an  inhabitant  or  resident  in  the  county,  without  proof 
tliat  he  left  an  estate  to  be  administered  within  the  county."  It  is 
sometimes  stated  that  the  existence  of  an  estate  to  adminitrter  is 
also  an  essential  jurisdictional  fact."  Various  facts  are  held  not 
to  be  jurisdictional,  as  for  example  the  residence  of  the  creditor 
making  the  application  for  the  appointment  of  an  administrator." 

82.  Residence  in  County. — Next  in  importance  to  the  fact  of  death 
of  the  person  on  whose  estate  letters  of  administration  are  being 
sought,  is  the  fact  that  he  at  the  time  of  death  was  a  resident  of 
the  county  in  which  the  letters  of  administration  are  issued.'*  There 
are  two  opinions  among  the  authorities  as  to  the  effect  to  be  given 

11.  Note:  81  A.  S.  R.  559.  70  Am.  Dec.  703. 

12.  Beckett  v.  Selover,  7  Cat.  215,      15.  Note:  79  Am.  Dec.  65. 

68  Am.  Dec.  237;  Haynes  v.  Meeks,  16.  Connors  v.  Cunard  Steamship 

10  Cal.  110,  70  Am.  Dec.  703;  Ewing  Co.,  204  Mass.  310,  90  N.  E.  601,  134 

V.  Malliaon,  65  Kan.  484,  70  Pac.  3(59,  A.  S.  R.  6G2,  17  Ann.  Gas.  1051,  26 

93  A.  S.  R.  299;  Bloom  v.  Burdick,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  171. 

Hill  (N.  y.)  130,  37  Am.  Dec.  299.  17.  Ewing  v.  Mallison,  65  Kan.  484, 

Note:  81  A.  S.  R.  536.    See  also  70  Pac.  369,  93  A.  S.  R.  299. 

infra,  par.  87  et  seq.,  as  to  death  as  •  18.  Manning  v.  Leigfaton,  65  Yt.  84, 

jurisdictional  fact.  26  Atl.  258,  24  L.R.A.  684. 

13.  Fletcher  v.  Sanders,  7  Dana  19.  Beckett  v.  Selover,  7  Cal.  216, 
(Kv.)  345,  32  Am.  Dee.  96.  68  Am.  Dee.  237. 

Notes:  79  Am.  Dee. -65;  81  A.  S.  B.  Note:  21  L.R.A.  160.  As  to  death 
536.  See  also  infra,  par.  82.  as  an  essential  jnrisdidaonal  fact,  see 

14.  Haynes  t.  Meda,  10  Cal.  110,  infra,  par.  87  et  seq. 
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to  letters  granted  on  an  erroneous  assumption  or  determination  of 
the  fact  of  residence.'^  Under  some  authorities  it  has  been  held 
that  the  grant  of  letters  of  administration  on  the  estate  of  one  who 
did  not  reside  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  making  the  grant 
at  the  time  of  his  death  is  treated  as  void  and  as  being  subject  to 
successful  collateral  attack.^  This  is  especially  true  where  the  record 
shows  that  the  deceased  at  the  time  of  his  death  resided  in  a  county 
other  than  that  in  which  administration  was  granted.'  It  is  stated 
as  a  reason  upon  which  this  doctrine  rests  that  it  is  the  object  of 
the  iaw  that  administration  should  never  be  granted  until  the  death 
of  the  person,  and  then  only  one  administration  wilhin  the  state; 
and  that  since  the  law  is  compelled  to  adopt  some  rule  for  deter- 
mining when  this  grant  shall  be  made,  and  as  the  deceased  could 
not  have  been  a  resident  of  two  or  more  counties  at  the  same  time, 
the  law  makes  his  residence,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  the  test  by 
which  to  determine  the  place  where  the  grant  should  be  made. 
Hence  it  is  contended  these  two  facts  must  be  alleged  in  the  peti- 
tion, and  they  must  also  be  true  in  point  of  fact;  and  when  they 
do  not  both  exist  in  point  of  fact  the  proceedings  are  utterly  void, 
and  not  voidable.*  Other  tribunals  therefore  are  not  deemed  to 
be  concluded  by  the  decision  of  the  court  that  such  facts  exist,  but 
the  fact  of  residence  may  be  inquired  into  in  a  proper  collateral 
proceeding  to  show  a  want  of  jurisdiction  in  the  court  assuming  to 
administer  the  estate.*  On  the  other  hand  in  the  majority  of  juris- 
dictions a  grant  of  letters  of  administration  by  the  probate  court 
of  one  county  on  the  estate  of  a  decedent  who  resided  in  another 
eounty  at  the  time  of  his  death  is  not  void,  but  merely  voidable, 
and  cannot  be  collaterally  attacked  nor  questioned  otherwise  than 
in  a  direct  proceeding  brought  for  that  purpose.* 

83.  Assets  of  Decedent  in  County. — Altliough  the  leaving  of  assets 
within  the  county  in  which  letters  of  administration  are  granted  is 
frequently  referred  to  as  being  a  jurisdictional  fact  when  the  deceased 

20.  See  supra,  par.  73  and  74.  Ann.  Cas.  1051,  26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  171. 

1.  Beckett  v.  Selover,  7  Cal.  215,  68  6.  Coltart  v.  Allen,  40  Ala.  155,  88 
Am.  Dec.  237;  People's  Sav.  Bank  v.  Am.  Dec.  757;  Kling  v.  Conneli,  105 
Wilcox,  15  B.  I.  258,  3  AlL  2U,  2  A.  Ala.  690,  17  So.  121,  53  A.  S.  R.  144; 
S.  R.  894.  Jacobs  v.  BenUey,  86  Ark.  186,  110 

Kote:  18  L.R.A.  242.  S.  W.  594, 126  A.  S.  R.  1086;  Alabama 

2.  Moore  T.  Philbrick,  32  Me.  102,  Great  Soutbera  R.  Co.  v.  Hill,  139  Ga. 
52  Am.  Dee.  642.  224,  76  S.  E.  1001,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D 

Note:  81  A.  S.  B.  536.  996,  43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  236;  Connora  v. 

3.  Beckett  t.  Selover,  7  Cal.  216,  68  Cunard  Steamship  Co.,  204  Mass.  310, 
Am.  Dec.  237.  90  N.  E.  601, 134  A.  S.  R.  662, 17  Ann. 

4.  Ewing  y.  Malliaon,  65  Kan.  484,  Cas.  1051,  26  L.R.A.{N.S.)  171;  Zeig- 
70  Pae.  369,  93  A.  S.  R.  299 ;  Connors  ler  v.  Storey,  220  Pa.  St.  471,  60  AtL 
T.  Canard  Steamship  Co.,  204  Mass.  894,  17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  878. 

310,  90  N.  E.  601, 134  A.  S.  R.  662. 17      Note:  Ami.  Cas.  1912A  984. 
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did  Dot  die  a  resident  of  such  county,*  the  fact  that  no  estate  was 
left  cannot  generally  be  shown  in  a  collateral  proceeding  for  the 
purpose  of  invalidating  an  administrator's  appointment.  If  the  dece- 
dent is  actually  dead  and  his  estate  without  administration,  the  pro- 
bate court  is  considered  as  having  jurisdiction  to  determine  whether 
he  left  an  estate  to  be  administered  upon.  And  if  the  court  finds 
that  he  did  leave  an  estate  which  could  be  administered  upon  in 
that  county,  its  order  granting  letters  for  that  purpose  cannot  be 
avoided  in  a  collateral  proceeding  by  evidence  showing  that  the  dece- 
dent did  not  leave  assets  in  the  county  or  at  all.'  An  administra- 
tion granted  by  a  court  in  one  state  is  not  necessarily  void,  although 
the  intestate  resided  and  died  in  another  state  leaving  no  estate  in 
the  county  or  state  in  which  the  letters  are  granted.*  Statutes  in 
some  states  expressly  forbid  the  contesting  of  jurisdiction  assumed 
by  the  probate  court,  so  far  as  it  depends  on  place  of  residence  or 
location  of  the  estate,  except  by  appeal,  or  when  the  want  of  juris- 
diction appears  on  the  record.'  In  jurisdictions  in  which  assets 
must  be  shown  to  exist  as  constituting  a  jurisdictional  fact  a  prima 
facie  showing  that  there  is  an  estate,  or  a  bona  fide  claim  that  the 
deceased  left  property  to  be  administered,  is  all  that  is  necessary  to 
authorize  the  granting  of  letters  of  adminislration.''  Accordingly, 
it  has  been  held  that  on  an  application  for  letters  of  administration 
the  court  will  not  inquire  into  the  validity  of  a  claim  that  the  deceased 
owned  certain  property.** 

84.  Effect  of  Grant  of  Letters  to  Wrong  Person. — Where  letters 
of  administration  have  been  granted  on  tlie  estate  of  a  decedent  to 
one  not  entitled  to  the  appointment,  the  acts  of  such  administrator 
are  valid  although  the  order  appointing  such  person  may  be  void- 
able in  a  direct  proceeding  instituted  by  those  having  a  superior 
right."  This  rule  rests  upon  the  doctrine  that  in  such  cases  the 
essential  basis  of  jurisdiction  exists,  and  the  appointment  of  the 
wrong  person  is  but  an  irregularity,  subjecting  the  order  of  appoint- 
ment to  direct  attack,  but  not  invalidating  acts  done  in  pursuance 
of  the  law,  in  the  course  of  administration  by  him  who  has  been 
erroneously  appointed.*'  Similarly  where  the  court  has  jurisdiction, 

A.  See  snpra,  par.  83.  12.  Alabama  Great  Southern  R.  Co. 

7.  Nute:  81  A.  S.  R.  557.  v.  Hill,  139  Qa.  224,  76  8.  E.  1001, 

8.  Andrews  v.  Avory,  14  Ghrat  (Ta.)  Ann.  Gas.  1914D  096.  43  L.R.A.(N.R.) 
229,  73  Am.  Dee.  355.  236;  In  re  Campbell,  192  N.  7.  312, 

9.  In  re  Mayo,  60  S.  C.  401,  38  S.  E.  85  N.  E.  392,  18  L.R.A.(N.S.)  600; 
634,  54  L.R.A.  660.  Spnnger  v.  Shavender,  116  N.  G.  12, 

10.  McCranie  v.  Hntohinson,  139  Ga.  21  S.  £.  397, 47  A.  8.  R.  791, 33  LJt.A. 
792,  77  S.  E.  1064,  45  L.R.A.(N.S.)  772. 

1073;  Barlaas'  EsUte,  143  Wis.  497,  Note:  4  Ann.  Gas  3121. 

128  N.  W.  68,  139  A.  S.  R.  1111.  18.  Springer  v.  Shavender,  116  N. 

11.  Barlass'  Estate,  143  Wis.  497,  C.  12, 21  S.  E.  397, 47  A.  S.  R.  791, 33 
128  N  W.  68, 139  A.  S.  R.  1111.  L.ILA.  772. 
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the  grant,  though  irregular,  is  valid,  and  cannot  be  ftvoided  collat- 
erally by  showing  that  the  person  to  whom  the  grant  was  made  was 
not  competent  to  qualify  as  such  administrator,^^  or  that  letters  were 
granted  without  notice  and  citation  to  those  entitled  thereto.^*  It 
has  likewise  been  held  that  the  appointment  of  a  nonresident  of  the 
state,  although  erroneous,  is  not  subject  to  collateral  attack  when 
other  Jurisdictional  facts  appear,  and  this  is  true  although  the  stat- 
ute provides  that  a  nonresident  shall  not  be  appointed.**  It  has  been 
held  that  where  a  probate  court  has  appointed  an  administrator  for 
an  estate  as  that  of  a  person  designated  by  the  wrong  name,  it  may 
ignore  such  appointment  and  appoint  another  administrator  for  the 
estate  under  the  proper  name,  without  subjecting  its  action  to  col- 
lateral attack." 

85.  Ifonezistence  of  Will  In  Granting  Letters  of  Admihistration.— 

As  intestacy  is  a  necessary  prerequisite  to  the  granting  of  general 
letters  of  administration,'^  it  has  been  held  that  a  court  acts  with- 
out jurisdiction,  where  it  issues  letters  of  administration  upon  the 
estate  of  a  decedent  who  in  fact  left  a  will  naming  an  executor,  and 
that  the  letters  so  issued  are  ipso  focto  void.'*  But  the  generally 
accepted  doctrine  is  the  contrary  one  to  the  effect  that  such  letters 
are  voidable  only,  and  not  void,  and  that  it  will  be  conclusively 
presumed  from  a  grant  of  letters  of  administration  that  tlie  decedent 
died  intestate,  and  accordingly  that  such  letters  cannot  be  attacked 
bilaterally  on  the  ground  tliat  there  is  a  will.'*  Where  a  probate 
eourt  has  jurisdiction  to  appoint  a  personal  representative,  it  is  imma- 
terial whether  he  is  named  or  designated  as  executor  or  administrator 
and  an  error  in  this  respect  is  a  mere  irregularity  which  is  not 
subject  to  collateral  attack.*  Apart  from  tlie  question  whether  the 
letters  granted  are  void  or  voidable,  it  may  be  noted  that  proof  that 
a  deceased  party  executed  a  will  which  he  aftenvards  destroyed  will 
not  defeat  an  application  for  an  administrator,  unless  its  contents 
ean  be  proved  with  such  degree  of  certainty  that  it  may  be  estab- 
lished as  a  will.* 

14.  Palmer  v.  Oakley,  2  Dong.  204, 12  Ann.  Cas.  518;  Milbra  v.  SIosb- 
(Micb.)  433,  47  Am.  Dee.  41.  Sheffield  Steel,  etc.,  Co.,  182  Ala.  622, 

15.  Ewing  V.  Mallison,  65  Kan.  484,  62  So.  176,  46  L.R.A.(N.S.)  274. 

70  Pae.  869,  93  A.  S.  R.  290.  18.  In  re  Ouye,  54  Wash.  264,  103 

16.  Patch  V.  Wabash  R.  Co..  207  U.  Pae.  25, 132  A.  S.  R.  1111. 

S.  277,  28  S.  Ct.  80,  52  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)      19.  Note:  46  L.R.A.(N.S.)  274. 
204,  12  Ann.  Cas.  518;  Alabama  Ore^t      20.  Note:  4  Ann.  Cas.  1120. 
Sonthem  R.  Co.  v.  Hill,  139  Oa.  224,      1.  Blacksher  Co.  v.  Northrup,  176 

76  S.  E.  1001,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  996,  Ala.  190,  67  So.  743,  42  L.RJi..(N.8.) 

43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  236.  464. 
Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  984.  2.  In  re  Ellis,  65  Minn.  401,  56  N. 

17.  Patch  V.  Wabash  R.  Co.,  207  U.  W.  1056,  43  A.  S.  R.  514,  23  LJtJL- 
8.  277,  28  S.  Gt.  80,  52  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  287.  See  generaUy,  WnjiS. 
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86.  Uiscellaneous  Jurisdictional  Facts.— The  general  rule  is  that 
a  mere  irregularity  in  procedure  is  not  a  good  ground  for  a  collat- 
eral attack  upon  the  appointment  of  an  administrator,  where  the 
court  has  jurisdiction  to  proceed  in  the  matter,  but  any  irregularity 
in  the  appointment  can  make  it  voidable  and  revocable  only,  and 
not  void,'  This  principle  has  been  adhered  to  in  many  cases  where 
objections  of  various  kinds  have  been  raised.  Thus  letters  of  admin- 
istration  cannot  be  attacked  in  a  collateral  proceeding  on  the  ground 
that  there  was  no  necessity  for  the  appointment  of  an  adminis- 
trator, this  question  being  one  for  Uie  probate  court  to  determine.^ 
An  objection  to  the  su^cieney  of  the  administrator's  bond  does 
not  raise  a  jurisdictional  question.  The  authority  of  the  court  to 
appoint  does  not  rest  upon  the  bond,  since  that  is  a  question  going 
only  to  the  manner  of  qualifying  under  an  appointment  already 
made,  and  not  to  the  validity  of  .  the  appointment.  And  so  it  has 
been  held  that  the  want  of  authority  of  an  administrator  to  main- 
tain an  action  because  of  a  defect  in  his  bond  cannot  be  urged  as  a 
defense  to  the  action,  since  it  is  a  collateral  attack  on  the  judgment 
of  the  probate  court.* 

Death  aa  Jurisdictional  Fact 

87.  In  General. — Statutes  have  in  maiiy  states  been  enacted  in  an 
effort  to  provide  for  the  administration  in  due  time  of  the  estates 
of  absentees  who  have  been  unheard  from  for  years  and  who  are 
believed  to  have  died.  Since  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
contains  limitations  as  to  the  taking  of  property  without  due  process 
of  law  such  statutes  have  been  frequently  called  upon  to  meet  the 
objection  that  they  deprive  the  absentee  of  his  property  in  a  manner 
forbidden  by  the  constitution.  The  question,  therefore,  as  to  the 
propriety  of  administration  proceedings  on  the  estates  of  absentees 
hos  two  aspects,  one  jurisdictional  and  the  other  constitutional.  In- 
quiry may  be  made  in  the  event  of  the  absentee  returning  alive, 
whether  Uie  court  attempting  to  ^i^t  letters  testamentary  or  of 
administration  ever  actually  had  jurisdiction  over  the  estate,  since 
the  fact  of  death  had  erroneously  been  assumed  or  found  to  exist 
by  the  adjudication  of  the  court.*    The  English  courts  have  held 

S.  Brovg^ton  v.  Bradley,  34  Ala.  bond  and  the  faOnre  of  the  administn- 

694,  73  Am.  Deo.  474;  Qiddings  v.  tor  to  take  an  oath  of  office  is  insnf- 

Steele,  28  Tex.  732,  91  Am.  Dee.  336.  fleient  to  sustain  a  eollateral  attack). 

Note:  81  A.  S.  R.  652.   See  also  6.  Note:  4  L.RJL(N.S.)  944.  See 

anpra,  par.  74.  supra,  par,  81,  as  to  jnriadietional 

4.  Note:  81  A.  S.  R.  555.  faets  generally,  and  see  intra,  par.  91, 

5.  Beresford  v.  American  Coal  Co^  as  to  the  constitutionality  of  statutes 
124  la.  34,  98  N.  W.  902,  70  L.R.A.  providinK  for  the  administnUiou  of  the 
256  (citing  aathorities  to  tiie  efleet  estatea  of  absentees. 

also  that  even  the  entire  absence  of  a 
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Ihat  letters  of  adminutration  may  be  issued  where  there  is  a  pre- 
sumption leaving  no  reasonable  doubt  of  death ;  for  instance,  where 
the  person  in  question  sailed  in  a  vessel  of  which  no  information 
had  been  received  for  more  than  a  year  after  she  was  due,  and  which 
was  supposed  to  have  foundered  during  certain  heavy  gales  in  the 
locality  of  the  voyage.^  They  have  also  held  that  there  is  usually 
a  presumption,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  statute  of 
bigamy  (1  Jac.  I.  c.  II),  that  a  person  who  has  not  been  heard 
of  for  seven  years  is  dead;  but  the  time  at  which  he  died  during 
that  period  of  seven  years  is  a  matter  to  be  deduced  from  the  evi- 
dence, and  the  burden  of  proof  lies  on  the«person  who  claims  a  title 
depending  upon  the  time  of  death." 

83.  Nonexistence  of  Jurisdictional  Fact  of  Death.—- In  many  states 
the  efTect  of  letters  granted  by  a  court  of  probate  on  an  estate  of  a 
person  really  alive  is  determined  by  a  limitation  in  the  jurisdiction 
of  such  courts  to  the  effect  that  their  probate  courts  are  given  juris- 
diction only  over  the  estates  of  persons  actually  dead;*  and  hence, 
administration  granted  upon  the  estate  of  a  living  person,  though 
he  is  supposed  to  be  dead,  is  in  such  jurisdictions  deemed  an  absolute 
nullity,  and  may  be  collateroily  attacked.  The  death  is  considered 
as  being  a  fundamental  prerequisite  to  the  exercise  of  jurisdiction  of 
such  courts."  All  acts  done  by  the  executor  or  administrator,  per- 
formed by  him  under  letters  granted  upon  the  estate  of  a  person 
supposed  to  be  dead  but  wlio  subsequently  proved  to  be  alive,  are 
likewise  null  and  void;  and  this  result  is  reached  although  every 
step  in  the  proceedings  has  been  taken  with  perfect  regularity." 
Hence  if  the  person  on  whose  estate  letters  of  administration  are 


7.  In  the  goods  of  W.  T.  Norris,  27  ▼.  Com.,  101  Pa.  St.  273,  47  Am.  Rep. 
L.  J.  P.  &  M.  4;  1  Sw.  &  Tr.  0,  2  Eng.  710;  Carr  v.  Brown,  20  R.  I.  215,  38 
RdI.  Cas.  91  and  note.  Atl.  9,  78  A.  S.  R.  855, 38  L.R.A.  294; 

8.  Note:  2  Eng.  Ral.  Cas.  03.  Moore  v.  Smith,  11  Rieh.  L.  (S.  C.) 
0.  Barton  t.  Kimmerly,  1G5  Ind.  569,  73  Am.  Dee.  122  and  note;  With- 

4tO!>,  76  M.  £.  250,  112  A.  S.  R.  252;  era  v.  Pattenon,  27  Tex.  491,  86  Am. 

Fetenon  t.  Vanderbui^h,  77  If  inn.  Dec.  643;  Andrews  v.  Avory,  14  Grat. 

218,  70  N.  W.  828,  77  A.  S.  R.  671.  (Va.)  229.  73  Am,  Dee.  355;  Selden 

10.  Dunean  v.  Stewart,  25  Ala.  408,  r.  Kennedy,  104  Va.  826,  62  S.  E.  635, 

60  Am.  Dee.  527;  Beckett  v.  Selover,  113  A.  S.  R.  1076,  7  Ann.  Cas.  879,  4 

7  Cal.  215, 68  Am.  Dec.  237;  Haynea  t.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  044;  Helia  v.  Simmons, 

Ifeeks,  10  Cal.  110,  70  Am.  Dec  703  ;  45  Wis.  334,  30  Am.  Rep.  746  and 

Kew  Yortt  Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  Chittenden,  note. 

134  la.  613, 112  K.  W.  96, 120  A.  S.  R.  Notes:  18  LJt.A.  243  ;  4  Ann.  Cas. 

444,13Ann.Cas.408,llL.R.A.(N.S.)  1119. 

233;  Snow  v.  Russell,  93  Me.  362,  45  11.  Thomas  v.  People,  107  111.  617, 

Atl.  306,  74  A.  S.  R.  350;  Springer  47  Am.  Rep.  458  and  note. 

V.  Shavender,  118  N.  C.  33,  23  S.  B.  Note:  21  L.RJI.  147. 

076,  54  A.  5.  R.  708,  33  L.R.A.  775;  12.  Withers  t.  Pattenon,  27  Tax. 

McPbeiwm  v.  Cnnliff,  11  Sei^.  A  R.  491, 86  Am.  Deo.  643. 
(Fa.)  422,  14  Am.  Dee.  642;  Devlin 
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granted  is  not  in  fact  dead,  the  court,  it  has  been  said,  would  be 
acting  ultra  vires  in  appointing  an  administrator.''  Such  letters  of 
administration  may  be  attacked  anjrwhere  in  any  proceeding,  if  the 
supposed  decedent  was  not  actually  dead,  and  the  fact  that  the  pro- 
bate court  may  have  found  and  that  the  record  may  recite  that  the 
testator  is  dead  is  not  conclusive,  but  is  wholly  immaterial,**  It  has 
even  been  held  that  no  estoppel  can  operate  to  sustain  the  grant  of 
letters  on  an  estate  of  tiie  supposed  decedent  And  so,  where  the 
children  of  a  person,  under  a  misapprehension  of  facts,  admitted 
an  allegation  in  a  proceeding  for  the  sale  of  their  ancestor's  land 
by  his  administrator  to  the  effect  that  he  was  dead,  end  submitted 
to  a  decree  for  the  sale  of  the  land,  they  have  been  allowed  to  impeach 
such  decree  in  a  collateral  proceeding,  and  avoid  the  estoppel  of 
title  derived  through  ,iti  by  showing  that  their  ancestor  was  living 
at  the  date  of  the  decree.*'^  Distinct  from  the  question  of  an  erro- 
neous finding  of  the  jurisdictional  fact  of  death  is  the  question  as 
to  the  necessity  of  pleading  and  averring  such  fact  in  petitions  for 
letters  of  administration.  In  this  connection  it  has  been  held  that 
the  appointment  of  an  administrator  cannot  be  collaterally  attacked 
because  the  petition  for  administration  fails  to  allege  the  death  of 
the  intestate,  on  the  ground  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  does 
not  depend  upon  the  formality  of  the  petition  or  adherence  to  any 
technical  rule  of  procedure.'* 

89.  Effect  of  Return  of  Supposed  Decedent. — Apart  from  cases 
under  special  statutes  the  general  rule  is  that  where  a  person  acts 
as  administrator  of  the  estate  of  a  supposed  decedent  under  letters 
granted  to  him  on  the  assumption  that  such  person  is  dead,  every 
one  dealing  with  an  administrator  thus  appointed  is  conclusively  pre- 
sumed to  know,  if  the  supposed  ifltestate  should  subsequently  turn 
up  alive,  that  the  grant  of  administration,  and  all  acts  done  under 
it,  would  be  absolutely  void.*'  In  such  cases  those  who  undertake 
to  act  upon  the  presumption  of  death  must  bear  the  consequences 
of  the  failure  of  that  presumption.'"  The  mere  taking  possession  of 
the  property  of  a  living  person  supposed  to  be  dead,  by  virtue  of 
special  letters  of  administration,  does  not  render  his  estate  liable  for 
costs  and  disbursements  in  administration,  although  the  special  admin- 

13.  Duncan  v.  Stewart,  25  Ala.  408,  16.  Manning  v.  Leighton,  65  Vt.  84, 
60  Am.  Dec.  527;  Thomas  v.  People,  26  Atl.  258,  24  L,R.A.  684. 

107  111.  517,  47  Am.  Rep.  458;  D'Ams-  17.  Thomas  v.  People,  107  DI.  517, 

ment  v.  Jones,  4  Lea  (Tenn.)  251,  40  47  Am.  Rep.  468.  See  infra,  par.  90, 

Am.  Rep.  12.  as  to  cases  ander  special  statutes. 

14.  Withers  v.  Patterson,  2i  Tex,  18.  Devlin  v.  Com.,  101  Pa.  St.  273, 
401,  86  Am.  Dee.  643.  47  Am.  Rep.  710;  D'Amsment  v. 

Note :  81  A.  S.  R.  543.  Jones,  4  Lea  (Tenn.)  261, 40  Am.  Rep. 

15.  Springer  v.  Shavender,  116  N.  12. 
C.  12,  21  S.  E.  397,  47  A.  S.  R.  701, 
S3L3.A.772. 
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istrator  acted  in  good  faith,  or  under  circumstances  which  afforded 
reasonable  grounds  for  believing  that  be  was  dead.'*  However,  it 
has  been  held  that  where  the  estate  of  an  absentee  has  been  admin- 
istered, and  the  insurer  of  his  life,  rather  than  stand  suit  on  the 
policy,  and  litigate  the  question  of  death,  has  paid  the  loss  to  the 
administrator,  the- money  tlius  paid  cannot  be  recovered  back  when 
it  thereafter  appears  that  the  absentee  is  alive.*** 

90.  Statutes  Authorizing  Determiaation  of  Fact  of  Death. — From 
time  to  time  statutes  have  been  enacted  attempting  to  vest  juris* 
diction  in  probate  courts  over  the  administration  of  the  estates  of 
absentees  under  certain  circumstances,  or  at  least  to  empower  them 
to  determine  the  actual  fact  of  death,  and  on  finding  such  fact  to 
proceed  and  grant  letters  of  administration.  Accordingly  it  has  been 
decided  in  some  states  that,  under  the  forms  of  their  statutes,  sui^ 
rogates  had  authority  to  issue  letters  of  administration  when  it  was 
judicially  determined  that  a  party  was  dead,  although  such  party 
was  alive.*  In  such  jurisdictions  it  was  necessary,  however,  in  order 
to  sustain  the  grant  of  letters,  that  there  should  be  actual  evidence 
of  death  produced.*  The  courts  have  elsewhere  held  that  the  legis- 
lature cannot  vest  in  the  probate  courts  jurisdiction  to  grant  admin- 
istration of  the  estate  of  a  living  person  whether  granted  on  direct 
evidence  of  death,  or  on  the  presumption  arising  from  Uie  fact  of 
absence  unheard  from  for  seven  years.* 

91.  Constitutionality  of  Special  Statutes  as  to  Administration  of 
Absentees'  Estates. — It  has  been  held  that  the  due  process  of  law 
clause  of  the  fourteenth  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  does  not  wholly  deprive  a  state  of  the  power  to  confer  juris- 
diction on  its  courts  to  administer  the  estates  of  absentees,  irrespective 
of  the  fact  of  death,  by  special  and  appropriate  proceedings  distinct 
fronn  the  general  law  for  the  settlement  of  ttie  estates  of  decedents; 
and  that  fixing  the  period  of  a  person's  absence  from  his  last  domi- 
cil  within  the  state  at  seven  years,  or  more,  before  his  estate  could 
be  administered  under  the  special  proceedings,  is  not  so  unreason- 
able as  to  render  the  statute  repugnant  to  such  due  process  of  law 
clause;  and,  furthermore,  that  the  notice  required  to  be  given  by 

19.  Clapp  T.  Hong,  12  N.  D.  600,  (L.  ed.)  806. 

98  N.  W.  710,  102  A.  c;.  B.  680,  65  Note:  79  Am.  Deo.  66. 

hJiJL.  757.  8.  Roderigas  t.  East  River  Sav. 

SO.  New  York  Life  Ins.  Co.  t.  Cbit-  Inst.,  76  N.  7.  316,  32  Am.  Rep.  309. 

tenden,  134  la.  613, 112  N.  W.  06,  120  Note:  79  Am.  Dec  65. 

A.  S.  R.  444,  13  Ann.  Caa.  408  and  3.  Baltimore    Savings    Bank  v. 

note,  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  233  and  note.  Weeks,  103  Md.  601,  64  Atl.  295,  6 

1.  Roderigas  v.  East  River  Sav.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  690;  Moore  v.  Smith,  11 

Inst.,  63  N.  T.  460,  20  Am.  Rep.  553;  Rich.  L.  (S.  C.)  669,  73  Am.  Dee.  122 

Scott  v.  McNeoi,  5  WaiAi.  809,  31  Pae.  and  note    And  see  generally,  infra, 

S73,  34  A.  S.  R.  863,  reversed  by  154  par.  OL 
V.  S.  34,  14  S.  Ct.  U08,  38  U.  S. 
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order  of  publication  before  an  administrator  could  be  appointed,  and 
the  safeguards  provided  for  the  protection  of  the  property  of  the 
absentee  in  case  of  his  return,  satisfied  the  requirements  of  the  cozt- 

stitution  in  this  respect*  Accordingly,  it  is  a  general  rule  that,  where 
reasonable  provision  is  made  for  giving  notice,  the  legislature  may 
provide  for  the  administration  of  the  estates  of  persons  who  absent 
themselves  from  the  state  and  conceal  their  whereabouts  for  a  cer- 
tain specified  period  of  years,  and  that  such  property  may  be  admin- 
istered upon  in  the  same  fonn  of  proceeding  as  is  provided  for  admin- 
istration upon  the  property  of  a  person  deceased,  and  that  such 
administration  will  be  valid  as  against  the  absentee  and  all  persons 
Interested  although  he  is  in  fact  not  dead.*  But  where  a  state  law 
does  not  provide,  among  other  things,  for  adequate  notice  as  a  pre- 
requisite to  the  proceedings  for  the  administration  of  the  estate  of 
an  absentee  it  would  be  repugnant  to  the  fourteenth  amendment' 
It  has  been  held,  however,  that  personal  notice  to  the  al^ntee  is 
not  a  prerequisite  to  the  validity  of  such  proceedings.^  In  the  absence 
of  a  law  providing  for  the  administration  of  the  estate  of  an  absentee 
as  such,  it  was  held  that  under  a  law  giving  jurisdiction  to  a  court 
to  administer  estates  of  deceased  persons,  the  i^uance  of  letters  of 
administration  upon  the  estate  of  a  person  who  is  in  fact  alive  is 

4.  Cunnius  v.  Reading  School  Dist.,  proportv) ;  and  Carr  v.  Brown,  20  R. 
198  U.  S.  458,  25  S.  Ct.  721,  49  U.  S.  I.  215,  38  All.  9,  78  A.  S.  R.  855,  38 
(L.  ed.)  1125,  3  Ann.  Caa.  1121,  affirm-  L.R.A.  294  (holding  that  a  statute  an- 
ing  206  Pa.  St.  469,  56  Atl.  16,  98  A.  thorizing  administration  upon  the  es- 
S.  R.  790.  See  generally,  Constitu-  tate  of  an  absentee  is  unconstitutional 
TiONAL  Law,  vol.  6,  p.  ^3  et  seq.       and  that  proceedings  thereunder  are 

5.  Cunnius  v.  Reading  School  Dist.,  void  ah  initio,  on  the  ground  that  the 
198  U.  S.  458,  25  S.  Ct.  721,  49  U.  S.  only  jurisdiction  ot  the  court  is  in  re- 
(L.  ed.)  1125,  3  Ann.  Cas.  1121 ;  Bar-  sped  to  the  estate  of  deceased  per- 
ton  V.  Kimmerley,  165  Ind.  609,  76  N.  sons). 

E.  250,  112  A.  S.  R.  252;  New  York  6.  Clapp  v.  Houg,  12  N.  D.  600,  98- 
Ufe  Ins.  Co.  v.  Chittenden,  134  la.  613,  N.  W.  710, 102  A.  S.  R.  589,  65  L.R.A. 
112  N.  W.  96,  120  A.  S.  R.  444,  13  757  (holding  that  the  taking  of  posses- 
Ann.  Cas.  408,  11  L.K.A.(N.S.)  233;  sion  of  the  property  of  a  person  who 
Nelson  v.  Blinn,  197  Mass.  279,  83  N.  had  disappeared  under  eireumstances 
E.  889,  125  A.  S.  R.  364,  14  Ann.  Caa.  which  afford  reasonable  grounds  for 
147, 15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  651,  affirmed  222  believing  be  was  dead,  is  not  such  no- 
U.  S.  1,  32  S.  Ct.  1,  66  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  tice  to  the  owner  as  would  validate 
66,  Ann,  Cas.  1913B  555.  the  proceedings);  Selden  v.  Kennedy, 

But  see  contra,  Baltimore  Savings  104  Va.  826,  52  S.  E.  635, 113  A.  S.  R. 
Bank  v.  Weeks,  103  Md.  601,  64  Atl.  1076,  7  Ann.  Cas.  879,  4  L.R.A.  (N.S.) 
295,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  690  (holding  that  944  and  note.  See  generally,  Consti- 
the  legislature  cannot  confer  upon  the  tutional  Law,  vol.  6,  p.  446  et  seq. 
court  jurisdiction  to  make  a  conclusive  7.  Nelson  v.  Blinn,  197  Mass.  279, 
determination  without  inquiry  as  to  the  83  N.  E.  889,  125  A.  S.  R.  364,  14 
fact  that  a  person  who  has  been  ah-  Ann.  Cas.  147,  15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  651, 
sent  for  more  than  seven  years  is  aff'd  in  222  U.  S.  1,  32  S.  Ct.  1,  56  U. 
dead,  and  proceed  to  distribute  his  S.  (L.  ed.)  65,  Aon.  Cas.  1913B  655. 
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void  and  of  no  effect  as  against  bira.*  Under  the  rule  that  a  stat- 
ute is  unconstitutional  which  authorizes  admin istratiion  upon  the 
estate  of  an  absentee  notwitbetanding  the  fact  that  he  may  not  be 
dead,  it  is  dear  that  letters  of  administration  issued  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, if  the  supposed  decedent  was  in  fact  alive,  would  be 
subject  to  collateral  attack ;  *  and  this  has  been  held  to  be  the  rule 
even  if  such  laws  should  provide  for  public  notice  to  the  next  of 
kin  and  creditors."  In  addition  to  provisions  for  giving  such  notice 
as  will  meet  the  requirements  of  the  due  process  clause  of  the  fed- 
eral constitution,  it  is  required  that  a  reasonable  period  of. time  of 
absence  be  prescribed  before  such  proceedings  may  be  instituted,*^ 
and  that  the  necessary  safeguards  for  Uie  restoration  of  the  prop- 
erty to  the  absentee  in  the  event  of  his  return  are  provided  by  pro- 
visions authorizing  the  revocation  of  the  administration  and  recov- 
ery of  the  estate  at  any  time  on  proof  that  the  absentee  is  in  fact 
alive.** 


IV.  Renukciaixok,  Rbvocation  Ain>  Dischabob 


Renvmeiation 

92%  Right  of  Renunciation. — A  person  nominated  as  executor  in 

a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  will  is  under  no  legal  obligation  to  accept 
tlie  office.**  He  may  voluntarily  renounce  for  reasons  tliat  do  not 
involve  mercenary  motives,  but  be  has  no  right  to  make  merchandise 
of  the  conKdence  reposed  in  him  by  a  testator,  and  an  agreement 
for  a  consideration  to  renounce  an  executorship  is  illegal."  The 
ancient  rule  of  the  common  law  was,  that  where  several  persons 
were  named  as  co-es^ecutors  one  could  not  refuse  to  accept  the  appoint- 
ment without  preventing  all  of  the  otliers  from  qualifying  or  execut- 
ing the  will.   This  rule  was  modified  by  the  statute  of  21  Henry 

8.  Scott  V.  McNeal,  154  U.  S.  34, 14  (L.  ed.)  1125, 3  Ann.  Caa.  1121,  affirm- 
S.  Ct.  1108,  38  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  8!)6.  ing  206  Pa.  St.  469,  56  Atl.  16,  98  A. 
See  Barton  v.  Kimmerley,  165  Ind,  S.  R.  790;  Selden  v.  Kennedy,  104  Va. 
609,  76  N.  E.  250,  112  A.  S.  R.  252  ;  826,  52  S.  E.  635,  113  A.  S.  R.  1076, 
and  see  also  supra,  par.  88.  7  Ann.  Gas.  879,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  944. 

9.  Note:  4  Ann.  Cas.  1119.  12.  Cunnius  v.  Reading  School  Dist., 

10.  Scott  V.  McNea!,  154  U.  S.  34,  198  U.  S.  458,  25  S.  Ct.  721,  49  U.  S'. 
14  S.  Ct.  1108,  38  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  896,  (L.  ed.)  1125,  3  Ann.  Caa.  1121,  affinn- 
reversing  5  Wasb.  309,  31  Pac.  873,  34  ing  206  Pa.  St  469,  56  Atl.  16,  98  A. 
A.  S.  R.  863;  Baltimore  Savings  Bank  S.  R.  790. 

V.  Weeks,  110  Md.  78,  72  Atl.  475,  22     13.  Adama  v.  Readnour,  134  Ky. 

UR.A.(N.S.)  221;  Selden  v.  Kennedy,  230, 120  S.  W.  279,  20  Ann.  Cas.  833; 

104  Va.  826,  52  S.  E.  635, 113  A.  S.  R.  Dodd  v.  Anderson,  197  N.  Y.  466,  90 

1076,  7  Ann.  Cas.  879  and  note,  4  N.  E.  1137,  18  Ann.  Cas.  738,  27 

LJl.A.(N.S.)  944.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  336. 

11.  Cnnnins  v.  Reading  School  Dist.,  14.  Ellicott  v.  Chamberlin,  38  N.  J. 
198  U.  S.  468,  2S  S.  Ct  721,  49  U.  S.  Eq.  604,  48  Am.  Rep.  327  and  note. 
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Vin,  chapter  4,  so  as  to  permit  one  or  more  of  those  named  as 
co-executors  to  decline  the  office.^  So  also,  in  England,  by  the  Court 
of  Probate  Act  (20  &  21  Vict.,  c  77)  s.  79,  it  is  provided  that  upon 
renunciation  of  any  executor  his  rights  in  resp^  of  the  executor- 
ship shall  wholly  cease,  and  the  representation  to  the  testator  and 
the  administration  of  his  effects  shall  devolve  and  be  committed  in 
like  manner  as  if  such  person  had  not  been  appointed  executor." 
And  in  this  country  a  similar  right  of  renunciation  is  recognized  in 
the  case  of  letters  of  administration,  so  that  anyone  entitled  to  receive 
such  letters  may  renounce  the  righf  After  a  renunciation  of  the 
right  to  letters  testamentary  or  of  administration  has  been  made  the 
question  may  arise  whether  it  can  be  recalled  or  revoked.  Some 
courts  have  held  that  an  executor  may  retract  his  renunciation  at 
any  time  until  it  has  been  filed,'^  or  at  any  time  before  the  actual 
grant  of  letters  to  another.^*  But  the  better  rule  seems  to  be  that 
a  party  who  is  entitled  to  letters  cannot  revoke  his  renunciation  after 
it  lias  been  duly  filed,*®  tliough  in  all  cases  it  would  seem  that  a 
renunciation  procured  by  mistake  may  be  withdrawn  if  prompt  action 
to  that  end  is  taken.^  The  acceptance  of  an  executor  must  be  entire,- 
and  though  an  executor  may  in  the  first  instance  decline  the  office, 
after  he  has  accepted  and  qualified  he  will  not,  as  a  general  rule, 
thereafter  be  permitted  for  his  own  convenience  to  resign  and  Volun- 
tarily put  aside  its  responsibilities.*  This  was  the  common  law  rule, 
and  it  applied  to  both  administrators  and  executors  who  had  duly 
qualified  and  entered  on  the  performance  of  his  duties.* 

93.  Methods  of  Renunciation. — The  courts  are  not  technical  with 
regard  to  the  form  of  a  renunciation  by  an  executor.  It  is  generally 
held  to  be  sufficient  if  it  appears  that  the  executor  has  not  inter- 
meddled *in  the  estate  and  that  he  intends  to  renounce.*  Even  where 
the  statute  provides  that  the  refusal  of  the  executor  named  in  a  will 
to  accept  his  trust  must  be  communicated  in  writing  to  the  probate 
court,  and  though  it  is  held  that  he  cannot  be  compelled  to  comply 
with  such  provision,  nevertheless  his  failure  so  to  do  does  not  deprive 
the  court  of  the  power  to  act  when  his  refusal  to  act  has  been 

16.  aark  v.  Patterson,  214  HL  633,  09,  74  Am.  Deo.  616. 
73  N.  E.  806,  105  A.  S.  R.  127.  1.  Thomas  v.  Knighton,  23  Md.  318, 

16.  Notes:  2  Eng.  Rol.  Cas.  116;  12  87  Am.  Deo.  571. 

Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  8.  2.  Ross  v.  Barclay,  18  Pa,  St.  179, 

17.  Alabama  Great  Southern  R.  Co.  65  Am.  Dee.  616. 

V.  Hill,  139  Ga.  224,  76  S.  E.  1001,  3.  Mclntyre  v.  Proctor,  145  N.  C. 

Ann.  Cas.  1914D  996,  43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  288,  69  S.  E.  39, 13  LiLA.(N.S.)  438 

236;  Stocksdale  v.  Conaway,  14  Md.  and  note. 

09,  74  Am.  Dec.  515.  Note:  12  Eng.  Rnl.  Caa.  & 

18.  Note:  12  Eng.  Rnl.  Cas.  8.  4.  Melntyre  v.  Proctor,  145  N.  C. 

19.  Adams  v.  Readnonr,  134  Ky.  288,  59  8.  E.  39, 13  LJt.A.(N.8.)  438 
230, 120  8.  W.  279,  20  Ann.  Cas.  833.  and  note. 

20.  Stocksdale  v.  Conaway,  14  Hd.  S.  Note:  20  Ann.  Cta.  830l 
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clearly  signified.*  As  a  rule,  however,  there  must  be  an  actual  renun- 
eiaUon,  and  the  courts  will  not  recognize  and  act  on  a  mere  agree- 
ment  to  renounce.'  And  though  it  is  held  that  the  renunciation 
may  be  made  either  in  writing  or  by  an  appearance  in  court,  in 
ttther  cose  it  should  be  of  record  in  court,  and  until  this  is  done 
no  other  person  can  take  out  letters  of  administrntion  c.  t.  a.  In 
lieu  of  a  formal  resignation  a  decree  of  disqualification  may  be  given 
the  same  effect  and  letters  may  thereupon  be  if^sued  to  another.' 
Constructive  renunciation  by  an  executor  may  sometimes  be  inferred 
by  his  acts  and  omissions,  as  by  failure  to  take  out  letters  for  many 
years  after  the  testator's  death So,  where  the  remaining  executors 
are  authorized  to  execute  a  power  conferred  by  the  will  in  case  of  a 
renunciation  by  part  of  the  executors,  it  is  generally  held  that  a 
renunciation  by  one,  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the  exercise  of 
the  power,  may  be  inferred  from  his  failure  to  make  any  attempt 
to  qualify  or  exercise  any  powers  as  an  executor,  and  his  renuncia- 
tion need  not  appear  of  record.'®  Occasionally  statutes  expressly 
establish  a  time  limit  within  which  after  appointment  the  executor 
must  appear  and  accept  the  trust  and  qualify  by  filing  a  bond  under 
penalty  of  losing  the  right  to  serve.'*  A  renunciation  of  the  right 
to  an  estate  has  been  held  to  carry  with  it  impliedly  a  renunciation 
of  the  right  to  act  as  administrator." 

94.  Renunciation  of  Executorship  and  Not  Trusteeship. — The  same 
individual  is  frequently  appointed  in  testamen'tary  instruments  as 
both  executor  and  trustee.  The  authorities  are  divided  as  to  whether 
he,  may  accept  one  of  these  offices  and  renounce  the  other.  It  has 
been  held  that  when  an  executor  resigns  or  is  removed,  his  power 
as  trustee  devolving  upon  him  by  virtue  of  his  executorship  is  re- 
voked; "  or  that  in  the  absence  of  anything  indicating  a  different 
result  an  executor  who  has  renounced  his  ofhce  as  such  will  be 
deemed  to  have  renounced  also  such  trusts  conferred  by  the  will 
as  are  personal  and  discretionary;'^  or  that  a  renunciation  of  exec- 
utorship is  at  least  some  evidence  of  intention  to  have  nothing  to 
do  with  the  estate.     On  the  other  hand,  it  is  held  that  the  renun- 

e.  Kilton  T.  Anderson,  18  B.  L  130,  Ann.  Cas.  19140  996,  43  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

25  All.  907,  49  A.  S.  R.  751.  236;  Hodgin  v.  Toler,  70  la.  21,  30 

7.  Note:  20  Ann.  Cu.  840.  N.  W.  1,  59  Am.  Rep.  435. 

8.  Adams  v.  Readnour,  134  Kt.  230,  12.  Charles  v.  Charles,  8  Grat  (Va.) 
120  S.  W.  279,  20  Ann.  Cas.  833  and  486.  56  Am.  Dec  155. 

note.  13.  Tuekerman  t.  Currier,  54  Cola 

9.  Adams  T.  Readnour,  134  Kt.  230,  25,  129  Pae.  210,  Ann.  Cas.  1914C 
120  8.  W.  279,  ^  Ann.  Caa.  833  and  509;  Starr  v.  Willonghby.  218  Dl.  485, 
note;  Harr  t.  Feay,  6  N.  a  84,  5  75  N.  E.  1029,  2  L.R.A.(K.S.)  623. 
Am.  Dee.  521.  14.  Beekmen  t.  Bonsor,  23  N.  T. 

10.  Note:  20  Ann.  Cas.  838.  298,  80  Am.  Dea.  269. 

11.  Alabama  Oreat  Sonthem  R.  Go.  16.  Dunning  v.  Ocean  Nnt.  Banl^ 
T.  Bill,  1B9  Ga.  224,  76  S.  E.  1001,  SI  N.  T.  497, 19  Am.  Bep.  203. 
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ciation  of  the  office  of  executor  does  not  imply  a  renunciation  of 
a  power  not  pertuning  to  that  office  and  not  connected  with  the 
administrative  functions  of  an  executor.  Thus  a  power  to  revoke 
a  legacy  and  make  new  distribution  ia  independent  of  the  office  of 
executor,  and  may,  under  this  rule,  be  retained  notwithstanding 
the  renunciation  of  the  execuCorship.^* 

Revocation 

95.  Powers  of  Court  as  to  Revocation. — ^The  power  to  remove  an 
executor  or  administrator  is  generally  given  by  statute.  It  seems, 
however,  that  a  court  of  probate  has  inherent  powers  in  the  prem- 
ises, which  may  be  exercised  for  cause.*'  So,  tlie  court  hanng  juris- 
diction of  a  petition  for  the  removal  of  an  executor  or  administnitor 
has  a  very  large  discretion  in  determining  whether,  upon  the  facts 
presented  to  it,  the  representative  appointed  by  it  should  be  re- 
moved ;  though,  as  a  rule,  it  may  exercise  such  discretion  -  only 
when  one  or  more  of  the  statutory  causes  for  revocation  are  prop- 
erly presented  to  it."  The  application  to  revoke  must  be  brought 
within  the  time  allowed  by  law,*"  and  must  be  presented  by  a  party 
having  some  interest  recognized  by  law.'  As  a  rule  those  interested 
in  the  appointment  of  an  executor  or  administrator  are  deemed  like- 
wise to  have  an  interest  entitling  them  to  ask  for  his  removal.  In 
addition,  it  is  generally  recognized  that  a  co-executor  or  co-admin- 
istrator has  such  interest.*  The  judge  of  probate  is  sometimes  ex- 
pressly authorized  by  the  statute  to  remove  an  executor  or  admin- 
istrator on  his  own  motion  when  the  facts  justify  it,  and  it  seeraa 
that  in  such  case  the  source  of  the  information  on  which  the  judge 
acts  is  immaterial,  and  that  he  may  act  on  his  own  knowledge  or 
on  information  derived  from  others.*  Frequently  the  probate  courts 
are  given  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  repeal  or  revocation  of 
letters  testamentary  and  of  administration.*  And  appellate  courts 
are  sometimes  denied  original  jurisdiction  in  the  matter.'  While 
an  executor  remains  in  his  relation  as  such  the  court  having  juris- 
diction over  his  removal  can,  as  a  general  rule,  take  only  direct 

16.  Mallet  v.  Smith,  6  Rich.  Eq,  (S.  1.  Coltart  v.  Allen,  40  Ala.  155.  88 
C.)  12,  60  Am.  Dec.  107.  Am.  Dec.  757. 

17.  Waters  v.  Stickuey,  12  Allen  2.  Sperb  v.  McCoun,  110  N.  Y.  605, 
(Mass.)  1,  90  Am.  Dec.  122;  Morgan  18  N.  E.  441,  1  L.R.A.  490. 

v.  Dodge,  44  N.  H.  265,  82  Am.  Deo.  Note:  138  A.  S.  R.  552,  553. 

213.  8.  Note:  138  A.  S.  R.  651. 

Note:  138  A.  S.  R.  526.  4.  Haynes  v,  Meeks,  10  CaL  110,  70 

18.  Note:  138  A.  S.  R.  526.  Am.  Dec  703;  Neal  v.  Boykin,  129  Oa. 

19.  Clark  v.  Patterson,  214  III  533,  676,  59  S.  E.  912,  121  A.  S.  R.  237. 
73  N.  E.  806,  105  A.  S.  R.  127.  5.  Hecht  v.  Carey,  13  Wyo.  154,  78 

20.  Stocksdale  v.  Coii&way,  14  Sid.  Pac.  705,  UO  A.  8.  B.  98L 
09,  74  Am.  Dee.  Slfi. 
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steps  to  remove  him  from  office.  Thus,  it  has  been  held  that  the 
court  cannot  appoint  a  trustee  to  supersede  him  in  the  exercise  of 
his  functions  as  executor.*  On  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  held 
that  an  executor  may  be  removed  by  the  probate  court  only  by  a 
grant  of  letters  cum  testamento  annexe  to  another.' 

96.  Grounds  for  Revocation  in  General. — Whatever  may  be  the 
right  of  an  executor  to  appointment,  he  may  always  be  removed 
after  appointment,  unless  he  discharges  the  duties  of  his  trust  faith- 
fully, and  as  directed  by  law,*  So,  it  is  held,  his  letters  may  be 
revoked  for  failure  to  file  the  bond  required  by  law.*  Some  courts, 
however,  hold  that  the  mere  faifure  to  give  a  valid  bond  is  no 
ground  for  the  removal  of  either  an  executor  or  administrator,  and 
that  the  most  that  can  be  required  is  the  furnishing  of  such  bond.*" 
The  failure  of  an  executor  or  administrator  to  make  and  return  an 
inventory  of  the  estate  represented  by  him,  as  required  by  law,  is 
a  violation  of  his  duty,  for  which  he  is  liable  to  be  removed.'*  In 
some  states  the  courts  are  required  to  remove  an  executor  or  admin- 
istrator who  does  not  file  a  true  inventory,"  but  the  general  rule 
of  practice  seems  to  be  that  the  court  having  jurisdiction  of  the  estate 
is  vested  with  discretion  in  this  connection.^*  So,  although  the 
law  may  require  an  executor  to  file  his  accounts  at  specified  times, 
his  failure  to  do  so  does  not  usually  require  his  dismissal  from  office. 
It  is  generally  sufficient  if  the  account  is  filed  as  soon  as  demanded, 
or  at  least  before  a  demand  is  made  for  revocation  of  letters  on 
account  of  such  omission ;  and  whether  or  not  the  letters  should 
be  revoked  for  this  reason  is  likewise  a  matter  which  rests  largely 
in  the  sound  discretion  of  the  court**  As  instances  in  which  quali- 
fied or  limited  letters  of  administration  have  been  granted  on  a 
special  occasion  justifying  their  revocation  when  the  cause  of  such 
special  grant  has  ceased,  may  be  mentioned  administration  granted 
during  the''  minority  of  an  executor,  or  during  a  suit  about  a  wiU, 
or  during  the  executor's  absence.** 

97.  Fraud  and  Mismanagement  as  Grounds  for  Revocation. — Among 
the  recognized  grounds  for  the  removal  of  an  executor  or  admin- 
istrator, are  fraud  or  unfaithfulness  in  the  administration,*'  waste, 

6.  Greenland  v.  Waddell,  116  N.  T.      Note:  138  A.  S.  R.  532. 

234,  22  N.  E.  367, 15  A.  S.  R.  400.         12.  Melizet's  Appeal,  17  Pa.  St.  449, 

7.  Vicksbui^  V.  Vieksbui^,  1  How.  55  Am.  Dec.  573. 

(Miss.)  379,  31  Am.  Dee.  167.  13.  Note:  138  A.  S.  R.  532, 

8.  Note:  138  A.  S.  R.  638.  14.  Succession  of  Benton,  106  La. 

9.  Morgan  v.  Dodge,  44  N.  H.  255,  494,  31  So.  123,  50  L.R.A.  135. 
82  Am.  Dec.  213.  15.  Note:  138  A.  S.  R.  534. 

Note:  138  A.  S.  R.  531.  16.  Morgan  v.  Dodge,  44  N.  H.  266, 

10.  Note:  138  A.  S.  R.  631.  82  Am.  Dec.  213. 

11.  Lucieh  v.  Me£n,  3  Nor.  9S,  93  17.  Smith  v.  Bryson,  62  N.  C.  267, 
Am.  Dec.  376.  93  Am.  Dec  610;  Mclntyn  v.  Proetor, 
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negligence,  and  mismanagement."  In  all  cases  actual  fraud  is  ground 
for  removal.  For  example,  where  a  sale  of  land  has  been  canceled 
for  fraud,  the  court  may,  if  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the 
persons  and  property  concerned,  remove  the  administrator  who  made 
the  fraudulent  sale  and  appoint  an  administrator  de  bonis  non  or 
a  receiver  until  the  appointment  of  another  administrator.**  But 
criminal  wrongdoing  is  not  a  prerequisite  for  the  removal  of  a  per- 
sonal representative.  Even  when  he  merely  fails  to  do  what  is 
necessary  to  protect  the  estate  he  may  be  removed,  though  he  may 
have  abstained  from  doing  anything  actually  wrong.***  One  of  the 
common  grounds  for  removal  is  misappropriation  of  funds  of  the 
ratate.^  So  an  executor  may  be  removed  for  paying  out  funds  with- 
out authority  and  for  matters  not  justifying  such  payment*  Yet 
not  in  every  case  do  payments  made  without  authority  become  grounds 
ior  removal.  For  example,  the  courts  have  not  penalized  in  this 
manner  the  making  of  excessive  payments  to  the  widow  on  account 
of  her  dower  without  having  it  ascertained  according  to  law.  They 
have  also  held  that  encroachment  by  an  executor  upon  the  principal 
of  the  estate  of  minor  legatees  in  advance  of  the  period  of  distribu- 
tion, for  their  maintenance  and  education,  is  not  ground  for  his 
removal,  in  the  absence  of  bad  faith  or  wanton  and  wasteful  inva- 
sion of  the  corpus  of  the  estate.  Failure  to  make  payments  required 
in  order  to  protect  an  estate  may  amount  to  mismanagement  justify- 
ing removal.  However,  it  has  been  held  that  an  executor  will  not 
be  removed  for  dereliction  in  not  paying  taxes  whereby  penalties 
and  interest  are  incurred  and  some  of  the  estate  is  sold,  if  the  Innds 
are  redeemed  and  he  is  surcharged  in  his  account  with  the  penalties 
and  interept  incurred.* 

98.  Revocation  of  Irregular  and  Void  Letters. — Letters  testament- 
ary or  of  administration  may  be  revoked  where  they  were  issued 
without  jurisdiction  *  or  irregularly  or  illegally.  On  presentation 
of  a  petition  showing  the  facts,  it  is  usually  the  duty  of  the  court 
to  revoke  letters  issued  without  jurisdiction."  Even  where  the  prior 
proceedinp^  were  absolutely  void,  prevention  of  abuses  and  pi-eran'a- 
tion  of  order  in  the  records  would  seem  to  require  the  revocation 
of  letters  issued  in  such  proceedings  before  making  a  new  appoint- 

145  N.  C.  288,  B9  S.  E.  39,  13  L.R.A.  360,  76  Atl.  658,  139  A.  S.  R.  767. 

(N.S.)  438;  GiddinprsT.  Steele,  28  Tex.  2.  Supreasion  of  Benton,  106  La. 

732.  91  Am.  Dec.  336.  494,  31  So.  123,  59  L.R.A.  135. 

18.  Lncioh  v.  Medin,  3  Nev.  93,  93  3.  Pfefferle  v.  Herr,  75  N.  J.  Eq. 

Am.  Dec.  376;  Morgan  v.  Dodge,  41  219,  71  Atl.  689, 138  A.  S.  R.  SIS  and 


19.  ai<l(1in^  T.  Steele,  28  Tex.  732,  4.  Morgan  v.  Dodge,  44  N.  H.  255, 
I  Am.  Dec  336.  82  Am.  Dec.  213. 

20.  Lucich  T.  Medin,  3  Nev.  93,  93  5.  San  Pedro,  L.  A.  ft  S.  L.  R.  Co. 
m.  Dee.  376.  v.  Bailey,  31  Nev.  377,  103  Pac  232, 
1.  lister  T.  Haidin,  76  N.  J.  Eq.  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  743. 
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ment.'  On  the  other  hand,  where  the  granting  of  the  letters  was 
not  void  but  merely  voidable,  the  court  may  exercise  discretion  as  to 
whether  they  will  be  revoked  on  a  presentation  of  the  true  facts  of 
the  case.  For  example,  letters  will  not  necessarily  be  revoked  because 
they  were  issued  under  the  erroneous  supposition  that  the  grantee 
was  the  public  administrator,  where  he  is  otherwise  capable  and 
competent  to  act7 

99.  Effect  of  Reversal  of  Decree  or  Discovery  of  WilL — Letters 
testamentary  and  of  administration  c.  t.  a.  may  be  revoked  as  the 
outcome  of  subsequent  litigation  resulting  in  a  final  decree  reversing 
the  action  of  the  lower  tribunal  in  admitting  the  will  to  probate. 
The  oihce  of  executor  will  cease  upon  the  setting  aside  of  the  will 
naming  the  executor;'  and  where  letters  e.  t  a.  have  been  granted 
the  reversal  of  the  decree  probating  the  will  authorizes  their  revoca- 
tion and  the  appointment  of  another  administrator  under  the  gen- 
end  administration  statutes.'  So,  the  subsequent  probate  of  a  will 
may  require  the  revocation  of  letters  previously  granted.*®  It  has 
beoji  said  that  the  existence  of  a  valid  will  and  its  probate  will 
determine  conclusively  that  the  letters  of  administration  previously 
issued  were  improvidently  granted  and  should  be  revoked,  since 
letters  testamentary  must  be  issued  to  the  executor,  that  the  probate 
of  the  will  in  effect  revokes  the  prior  letters,  and  that  the  register 
of  wills  on  application  should  enter  the  formal  decree  of  revocation.** 
It  is  immaterial  that  creditors  and  legatees  will  probably  not  be  preju- 
diced by  the  refusal  of  letters  testamentary  to  the  executors  and  that 
the  continuance  in  office  of  the  administrator  will  facilitate  settle- 
ment of  the  estate.**  The  granting  of  a  second  administration  after 
the  probate  of  the  will  operates  as  a  complete  supersedeas  to  the 
prior  administration.** 

100.  Personal  Fitness,  Interests,  and  Capacity;  Nonresidence. — 
Habitual  drunkenness  has  been  i^ecognized  as  ground  for  removal.** 
It  has  also  been  said  ^at  the  declaration  of  the  executor  would  .be 
competent  against  him  to  show  that  he  was  unworthy  of  the  trust 
reposed  in  him,  and  therefore  should  be  removed  from  his  office.** 

6.  Morgan  v.  Dodge,  44  N.  H.  265}  Uorgtm  w.  Dodgc^  44  N.  H.  265,  82 
82  Am.  Dee.  213.  Am.  Deo.  213. 

7.  BoyntoD  v.  Heartt,  168  N.  C.  488,  11.  Waltz's  Appeal,  242  Pa.  St.  167, 
74  S.  K  470,  Ann.  Cas.  1913D  616.       88  AtL  974,  49  Lr.A.(NJS.)  894  and 

8.  Kilton  v.  Anderson,  18  R.  L  136,  note. 

25  Atl.  907,  49  A.  S.  R.  751.  12.  Waltz's  Appeal,  242  Pa.  St  167. 

9.  Hamilton  v.  WilliamR.  133  Ky.  88  AtL  974,  49  L^A.(N3.)  894  and 
568,  118  S.  W.  368,  21  L.R.A.(N.8.)  note. 

975  and  note;  Kilton  v.  Anderson,  18  IS.  Hmit  v.  Wilkinson,  2  Gall  (Va.) 

B.  1. 136,  25  Atl.  907,  49  A.  S.  R.  751.  49,  1  Am.  Dec.  534. 

10.  Adams  v.  lUadnour,  134  Ky.  14.  Note:  138  A.  S.  R.  630. 

230,  120  S.  W.  279,  20  Ann.  Cas.  833;  15.  Re  Fowler,  166  N.  C.  340,  72  S. 
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Other  grounds  are,  the  arising  of  antagonistic  interests  between 
such  personal  representative  and  the  beneficiaries  of  the  estate,^* 
and  in  the  case  of  a  woman  her  subsequent  marriage.*'  In  some 
states  an  additional  ground  of  incapacity  or  incompetency  is  recog- 
nized. Yet  even  where  this  cause  exists  an  administrator  will  not 
ordinarily  be  removed  therefor  if  he  seems  to  possess  the  same  capacity 
that  he  did  when  he  was  appointed."  If  an  executor  or  administrator 
becomes  a  nonresident,  he  may  be  removed  on  the  application  of  any 
person  interested  in  the  estate."  But  it  seems  that  in  the  absence  of  a 
statute  to  that  effect  such  removal  does  not  of  itself  revoke  or  vacate  his 
letters  testamentary. Nor,  it  is  held,  can  a  nonresident  executor 
who  continues  bis  noncesidence,  but  nevertheless  comes  into  the  state 
to  attend  to  the  business  of  his  executorship,  be  suspended  or  removed 
solely  on  the  statutory  ground  that  he  has  permanently  removed 
from  the  state.* 

101.  Right  to  Resign  and.  Be  Discharged. — An  executor  or  admin- 
istrator who  has  once  qualified  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  ofUce 
has  no  right  to  resign,'  but  necessarily  continues  to  stand  before  the 
court  in  that  capacity,  subject  to  all  orders  properly  directed  to  him 
as  such,  until  his  resignation  has  been  accepted  and  he  has  been  dis- 
charged therefrom  according  to  law.*  Nevertheless,  under  some  cir- 
cumstances the  court  may  permit  a  resignation  to  be  made,  and  it  has 
been  held  that  a  married  woman  may,  without  the  concurrence  of  her 
husband,  resign  letters  of  administration  granted  to  her  before  mar- 
riage.* On  the  other  hand  it  has  been  held  that  in  the  absence  of 
express  statutory  authority,  an  executor  and  testamentary  trustee  who 
has  qualified  cannot  be  permitted  to  resign  in  order  to  place  the  trust 
estate  in  possession  of  a  member  of  testator's  family  for  greater 
economy  in  its  administration.*  When  an  administrator  of  an  estate 
has  fully  performed  his  duties  it  is  proper  for  him  to  make  application 
for  his  discharge  as  such  administrator.  On  such  an  application  by 
a  surviving  administrator,  it  has  been  held,  the  i-epresentative  of  the 
estate  of  the  deceased  coadministrator  has  no  right  to  maintain  a 
caveat  to  such  application  and  prevent  a  discharge,  on  the  ground 
that  the  surviving  administrator  has  not  paid  to  tlie  estate  of  the 

E.  357,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  85,  38  L.R.A.  Pac.  705,  110  A.  S.  R.  981. 

m.S.)  746.  2.  Mclntyre  v.  Proctor,  145  N.  C. 

16.  Note:  138  A.  S.  R.  636.  288,  69  S.  E.  39,  13  L.R.A.(N.S.)  438 

17.  Teschemacher  v.  Thompson,  18  and  note. 

Cal.  11,  79  Am.  Dec  151.  8.  In  re  Higgins,  15  Mont.  474,  39 

Note:  138  A.  S.  R.  530.  Pac.  506,  28  L.R.A.  116. 

18.  Note:  138  A.  8.  R.  534,  637.  4.  Rambo  v.  Wyatt,  32  Ala.  363,  70 

19.  Notes:  138  A.  8.  R.  543;  3  Ann.  Am.  Dec.  644. 

Caa.  991.  6.  Mclntyre  t.  Proetor,  146  N,  C. 

20.  Note:  113  A.  S.  R.  563.  288,  59  S.  E.  39, 13  LJt.A.(N.S.)  438 
1.  Heeht  v.  Carey,  13  Wyo.  154,  78  and  note. 
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deceased  coadministrator  the  proper  amount  of  commissions  for  serv- 
ices tendered  by  the  latter.* 

Effect  of  Revocation  and  Discharge 

102.  Effect  of  Probate  of  Will  on  Acts  of  Administrator. — At  one 
time  the  rule  seems  to  have  been  firmly  established  that  if  administrar 
tion  was  granted  on  the  supposition  that  no  will  existed,  and  it  subse- 
quently developed  that  there  was  a  will,  all  the  proceedings  under  the 
administration  were  void  and  could  be  assailed  collaterally.  And  this 
was  true  whether  the  will  was  suppressed,  or  its  existence  was 
unknown,  or  it  was  doubtful  who  was  executor,  or  he  was  concealed 
or  abroad  at  the  time  administration  was  granted.'  Now,  however, 
the  rule  seems  to  be  firmly  established  to  the  contrary,'  So,  in  nearly 
all  jurisdictions  where  letters  testamentary  or  of  administration  have 
been  revoked  or  vacated  as  having  been  improvidently  granted,  the 
acts  of  the  executor  or  the  administrator,  done  in  good  faith,  are 
valid,*  They  are  binding  upon  the  estate,  though  his  letters  are  subse- 
quently revoked  and  it  appears  that  the  administration  was  obtained 
by  fraudulently  suppressing  a  will."  Persons  dealing  with  the 
administrator  in  good  faith  prior  to  the  revocation  of  the  letters  will 
be  protected.'*  And  a  similar  protection  will  be  extended  to  rights 
acquired  under  a  previous  grant  of  administration."  In  many  juris- 
dictions statutes  regulating  the  matter  have  been  enacted,  their  gen* 
oral  tenor  being  that  the  lawful  acts  of  executors  and  administra- 
tors who  subsequently  are  removed,  or  whose  letters  are  revoked, 
done  in  good  faith,  shall  remain  valid  and  efTectual."  Usually  a 
bona  fido  payment  to  an  administrator  to  whom  letters  have  been 
regularly  issued  by  an  authority  having  jurisdiction  to  grant  letters 
testamentary  or  of  administration  is  a  legal  discharge  to  the  debtor.** 
For  example,  it  has  been  held  that  a  bona  fide  payment  of  a  mortgage 
to  an  administrator  of  the  mortgagee  to  whom  letters  have  been  reg- 

6.  Groover  t.  Ash,  132  Qa.  371,  64     Note:  21  L.RA.  151. 

8.  G.  323, 131  A.  8.  R.  201,  22  L.RA.  10.  Foster  v.  Brown,  1  Bfliley  L. 

(N.S.)  1119,  (S.  C.)  221,  19  Am.  Dec.  673. 

7.  Holyoke  t.  Haskins,  6  Pick.  11.  Schluter  v.  Bowery  Sav.  Bank, 
(Mass.)  20, 16  Am.  Dec.  372;  Hunt  v.  117  N.  Y.  125,  22  N.  E.  572,  15  A.  S. 
Wilkinson,  2  CaU.  (Va.)  49,  1  Am.  R.  494,  5  L.R.A.  541;  Mans  v.  German 
Dec  534.  Savings  Bank,  176  N.  Y.  377,  68  N.  E. 

Note:  81  A.  S.  R.  556.  658,  98  A.  S.  R.  689. 

8.  Note:  81  A.  8.  R.  555.  12.  Reblian  v.  Mueller,  114  HI  343, 

9.  Broughton       Bradley,  34  Ala.  2  N.  E.  75,  65  Am.  Rep.  869. 
694,  73  Am.  Deo.  474;  Roderigas  v.  13.  Note:  43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  635. 
East  River  Sav.  Inst.,  63  N.  Y.  460,  14.  Schluter  v.  Bowery  'Sav.  Bank, 
20  Am.  Rep.  536;  Bigelow  v.  Bigelow,  117  N.  Y.  125,  22  N.  E.  572,  15  A.  S. 
4  Ohio  138,  19  Am.  Dee.  691;  Foster  R.  494, 6  L.R.A.  541;  Zeigler  v.  Storey, 

Brown,  1  Bailey  L.  (S.  C)  221, 10  220  Pa.  St.  471,  69  Atl.  894, 17  L.RA. 
Am.  Deo.  672.  (N.S.)  878  and  note. 
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ularly  issued  by  an  authority  having  jurisdiction  to  do  so,  ia  a  legal 
discharge  of  the  indebtedness,  and  a  second  payment  cannot  be 
enforced  by  an  executor  subsequently  appointed  in  another  county, 
although  the  will  had  been  discovered  and  presented  for  probate  prior 
to  such  payment."  It  seems  tliat  even  the  payment  of  a  debt  due  the 
estate  to  tlie  executor  under  a  forged  will,  operates  as  a  discharge, 
^though  the  probate  is  afterwards  nvoked  on  account  of  such 
forgery." 

103.  Liability  to  Account  on  Resignation  or  Revocation. — ^Where 
an  executor  or  administrator  resigns  or  is  removed  before  the  final 
settlement  of  the  estate,  the  general  rule  is  that  he  will  not  be  dis- 
charged from  liability  or  have  his  resignation  take  effect  until  he  has 
settled  his  accounts  and  delivered  the  property  of  the  estate  to  such 
person  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  court,*'  or  to  the  parties  entitled 
thereto.**  On  being  dismissed  he  must  deliver  to  his  successor  all 
the  property  held  by  him  as  executor  or  administrator.**  If  he  fails 
to  do  so  he  remains  liable  on  his  bond,**  and  the  court  continues  to 
have  jurisdiction  over  his  person  and  over  the  settlement  of  hig 
accounts,  and  may  proceed  to  hear  and  determine  exceptions  thereto 
and  to  ascertain  the  amount  due  from  him  to  the  estate,  in  like  man- 
ner as  if  he  had  continued  in  the  execution  of  his  trust.*  The  accept- 
ance by  a  probate  court  of  the  resignation  of  an  admini.strator  before 
he  has  settled  his  accounts  with  the  estate  is  generally  held  to  be  illegal 
and  void."  And  where  a  duly  appointed  and  qualified  administrator 
has  never  resigned  nor  been  regularly  discharged  after  settlement  of 
his  accounts,  a  decree  rendered  by  the  probate  court  purporting  to 
discharge  him  from  further  liability  as  such,  has  been  held  to  be 
absolutely  void.* 

104.  Conclusiveness  of  Discharge. — As  a  general  rule  a  probate 
court  has  no  power  to  reopen  an  estate  which  has  once  been  admin- 
istered and  closed.*  And  an  executor  or  administrator  is  no  longer 
subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  probate  court,  when,  in  obedience  to 
a  valid  decree  of  that  court,  he  has  made  final  distribution  and  has 

16.  Zeigler  v.  Storey,  220  Pa.  St     Note:  138  A.  S.  R.  S53. 
471,  69  AtL  894,  17  L.R.A.(N.S.)      20.  Brown  v.  Brown,  72  W.  Va.  648, 

878  and  note.  78  S.  E.  1040,  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  995. 

16.  Moore  v.  Tatiner,  5  T.  B.  Mon.  1,  Nevitt  v.  Woodbum,  160  111.  203, 
(Kv.)  42,  17  Am.  Dec.  35.  4;i  N.  E.  385,  62  A.  S.  R.  315. 

17.  Haynes  v.  Meeke,  10  Cal.  110,  2,  Haynea  v.  Meeks,  10  Cal.  110,  70 
70  Aro.  Deo.  703  and  note;  Re  Hi^ins,  Am.  Dec.  703;  Starr  v.  Willoughby, 
15  Mont  474,  39  Pae.  606,  28  L.R.A.  218  111.  485,  75  N.  E.  1029,  2  L.R.A. 
116.  (N.S.)  623. 

18.  Stewart  v.  Morrison,  81  Tex.  3.  Matthews  t.  Douthitt,  27  Ala. 
396,  17  S.  W.  15,  26  A.  S.  R.  821.  273,  62  Am.  Dec.  765. 

19.  Ward  v.  Bevill,  10  Ala.  197,  44  4.  Fisk  v.  Norvel,  9  Tex.  13,  58  Am. 
Aid.  Dee.  478;  Rambo  v.  Wyatt,  32  Dec.  128  and  note. 

Ala.  363,  70  Am.  Dec.  644. 
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been  discharged.*  Nor  after  being  discharged  can  he  act  as  adminis- 
trator or  executor.*  But  an  order  discharging  an  executor  may  be 
impeached  for  fraud  or  mistake  clearly  and  satisfactorily  established.' 
And  even  at  a  subsequent  term  a  probate  court  may  have  jurisdiction 
to  set  aside  an  order  discharging  an  executor  and  approving  his 
account.*  In  some  cases  the  settlement  may  be  deemed  final  only 
with  respect  to  the  property  and  matters  before  the  court.  It  has 
been  said  ihaX  the  formal  discharge  contained  in  a  decree  on  final 
accounting  operates  only  as  to  the  accounts  of  the  parties  up  to 
that  period.  If  other  assets  should  be  found  thereafter  to  belong  to 
the  estate  the  liability  of  the  executor  may  still  continue  in  regard 
to  them,  since  such  decree  on  final  accounting  does  not  destroy  the 
relation  of  an  executor,  but  only  discharges  him  from  liability  for 
the  past.*  The  general  rule,  however,  is  that  a  decree  of  a  probate 
court  settling  an  executor's  final  account  and  discharging  him  from 
his  trust,  after  due  legal  notice,  is  conclusive  until  reversed,  in  the 
absence  of  fraud  or  mistake,  and  it  will  be  presumed  that  it  was 
founded  on  proper  evidence,  and  that  every  prerequisite  to  a  valid  dis- 
charge was  complied  with.^*  And  a  party,  by  his  presence  at  the 
settlement  of  the  final  account  and  who  assents  to  its  approval  and 
the  fiduciary's  discharge  by  the  court,  may  be  estopped  to  raise  any 
question  as  to  the  regularity  of  the  proceedings.^^  But  an  entry  in  the 
minutes  of  a  probate  court  that  an  administrator's  final  account  has 
been  admitted  and  filed  and  that  he  is  discharged  on  paying  costs  is 
not  necessarily  the  equivalent  of  a  final  settlement  and  discharge. 
Consequently,  where  the  authority  of  such  an  administrator  continues 
to  be  recognized  by  the  probate  court  and  the  order  is  disregarded  by 
all  parties,  the  administration  being  proceeded  with,  it  has  been  held 
that  an  order  of  sale  made  after  such  entry  and  order  is  not  void  as 
having  been  made  after  the  administrator's  authority  had  ceased." 
Similarly  it  has  been  held  that  an  administrator  will  be  presumed 
to  have  been  reinstated  in  his  office,  where  the  records  of  the  probate 
court,  appearing  to  have  been  imperfectly  kept,  show  that,  after  an 
order  was  made  for  his  removal,  and  another  person  was  appointed  in 

Note:  81  A.  S.  R.  559.  9.  Starr  v.  Willoughby,  218  111.  485, 

6.  Lowry  v.  McMillan,  35  Miss.  147,  75  N.  E.  1029.  2  L.R.A.(N.S.)  623. 

72  Am.  Dee.  119.  10.  Stubblefield    v.    McRaven,  6 

6.  Hieky  v.  Stallworth,  143  Ala.  535,  Smedes  &  M.  (Misa.)  130,  43  Am.  Dec. 
39  So.  267,  m  A.  S.  R.  57,  5  Ann.  502;  Shelby  v.  Creighton,  65  Neb.  485, 
Cas.  496.  91  N.  W.  369, 101  A.  8.  R.  630;  With- 

7.  Bradbury  v.  Wells,  138  la.  673,  ere  v.  Patterson,  27  Tex.  491,  86  Am. 
115  N.  W.  880,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  240.  Dec.  643. 

8.  Heppe  v.  Szczepanski,  209  Til.  11.  Wisconsin  Trust  Co.  Chap- 
88,  70  N.  E.  737,  101  A.  S.  R.  221;  man,  121  Wis.  479,  99  N.  W.  341, 105 
Deobold  v,  Oppermano,  111  N.  Y.  531,  A.  S.  R.  1032. 

19  N.  E.  94,  7  A.  S.  B.  760,  2  L.B.A.  12.  Alexander  t.  Maverick,  18  Tex. 


644. 


179,  67  Am.  Dee.  693. 
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his  stead,  he  still  continued  to  administei  upon  the  estate  with  th« 
sanction  of  the  court'* 

V.  Invbntort  A£a>  Assets 

Inventory 

lOS.  Duty  to  File  Inventory. — ^Parties  interested  in  an  estate  have 
the  right  to  know  of  what  it  consisted  and  how  it  has  been  used  and 
disposed  of.  For  this  purpose  executors  and  admin istratora  are 
required  by  law  to  make  inventory  of  all  goods,  chattels,  rights,  and 
credits  of  the  deceased.'*  The  making  of  this  inventory  is  one  of 
the  first  duties  of  the  personal  representative;'*  and  he  is  also 
required  to  have  the  property  appraised  and  the  inventory  filed  '• 
within  the  time  allowed  by  law,  which  time  is  regulated  by  statute, 
the  usual  period  being  from  three  "  to  six  months.'^  Generally  the 
inventory  includes  an  appraisement,'*  but  even  when  an  appraise- 
ment is  not  required  the  making  of  the  inventory  may  be  manda- 
tory.^^ In  some  jurisdictions  the  making  of  a  list  of  the  creditors 
of  the  estate  may  be  included  among  the  duties  of  the  personal 
representative,  which  list  must  be  filed  with  the  inventory.'  He 
may  also  be  required  in  making  his  return  to  the  register  to  make 
an  affidavit  verifying  the  inventory  and  list  of  debts.*  If  property 
not  included  in  the  first  inventory  comes  into  the  possession  or 
knowledge  of  executors,  they  must  make  another  inventory  after 
the  discovery,'  By  statute  it  is  sometimes  provided  that  when  the 
executor  is  either  the  sole  or  the  residuary  legatee,  he  may  give 
a  bo;id  with  a  condition  to  pay  all  the  debts  and  legacies  of  the  tes- 
tator, and  that  in  such  cases  he  shall  not  be  required  to  return  an 

13.  Daney  t.  Stricklinge,  15  Tex.  19.  Merrill  t.  Moore,  7  How.  (Miss.) 
557,  65  Am.  Dec.  179.  271,  40  Am.  Dee.  60. 

14.  McWillie  v.  Van  Vacter,  35  20.  In  re  Higgins,  15  Mont.  474,  39 
Miss.  428,  72  Am.  Dec.  127;  In  re  Pac.  506,  28  L.R.A.  116. 

Higgins,  15  Mont.  474,  39  Pac.  506,  1.  Beecher  t.  Buckingham,  18  Conn. 

28  L.R.A.  116;  Duncan  v.  Tobin,  110,  44  Am.  Dec.  580;  Deringer  t. 

Cheves  Eq.  (S.  G.)  143,  34  Am.  Dec  Deringer,-  6  Honst.  (Del.)  416,  1  A. 

605.  S.  R.  150. 

15.  Handy  v.  Collina,  60  Md.  229,  2.  Beecher  v.  Buckingham,  18  Conn. 
45  Am.  Rep.  725;  Merrill  t.  Moore,  7  110,  44  Am.  Dee.  580;  Deringer  t. 
How.  (Miss.)  271,  40  Am.  Dec.  60.  Deringer,  5  Houst.  (Del.)  416,  1  A. 

16.  Booth  V.  Starr,  5  Day  (Conn.)  S.  R.  150;  In  re  Higgins,  15  Mont 
275, 5  Am.  Dec.  149 ;  Sanders  v.  Dodge,  474,  39  Pac  506,  28  L.R.A.  116. 

140  Mich.  236,  103  N.  W.  697,  U2  A.  3.  Merrill  v.  Moore,  7  How.  (Miss.) 

S.  R.  399.  271,  40  Am.  Dec  60;  Re  Higgms,  15 

17.  Handy  v.  Collins,  60  Md.  229,  45  Mont  474,  39  Pac  506,  28  L.R.A.  116; 
Am.  Rep.  725.  Lucich  v.  Medio,  3  Nev.  93,  93  Am. 

18.  Bloom  T.  Burdiek,  1  Hill  (N.  Dec.  376;  In  re  Belt,  29  Wash.  635, 
T.)  130,  37  Am.  Dec.  299.  70  Pac.  74,  92  A.  S.  R.  916. 
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inventory^  But  it  haa  been  held  that  executors  cannot  relieve  them- 
selves from  the  statutory  duty  to  file  an  inventory  of  the  estate  by 
showing  that  the  entire  estate  waa  given  to  them  absolutely  aa  trua- 
tees  and  filing  their  ex  parte  aflidavita  that  there  are  no  debts.* 

106.  Proceedings  to  Compel  Filing  of  Inventory. — ^Under  the  prac- 
tice of  particular  jurisdictions,  the  remedy  to  compel  the  filing  of  an 
inventory  is  citation,*  suit  in  equity/  or  attachment.*  On  an  appli- 
cation to  compel  an  administrator  to  inventory  and  have  appraised 
certain  property,  the  court  of  probate  has  jurisdiction  to  determine 
whether  it  belongs  to  the  estate  or  if  the  estate  has  any  interest  therein 
or  reasonable  claim  thereto.  Such  determination  is  not  binding  on 
any  person  afterward  claiming  the  property  in  another  forum,  but 
is  only  for  the  purpose  of  determining  whether  the  administrator 
shall  be  compelled  to  include  it  in  the  inventory.*  It  has  been  said 
that  it  should  be  clearly  shown  that  the  property  belonged  to  the 
estate,  and  that  it  was  omitted  through  the'  negligence  or  fraud 
of  the  administrator,  without  any  adverse  claim  set  up  to  it  by  other 
persons.  The  test  has  been  laid  down  that  an  executor  or  adminis- 
trator should  be  required  to  inventory  the  property  in  all  cases  in 
which  he  would  be  held  accoimtable  for  it  as  assets  of  the  estate  on 
his  final  settlement,  but  in  no  other  cases;  as  otherwise  he  might  be 
compelled  to  subject  himself  to  a  prima  facie  liability  for  the  prop- 
erty by  including  it  in  his  inventory,  when  it  might  not  really  be 
the  property  of  the  estate.*"*  The  rule  that  probate  courts  do  not 
have  any  jurisdiction  to  decide  the  validity  of  titles  to  real  estate  may 
be  applied  to  property  in  the  possession  of  an  executor  or  admin- 
istrator, alleged  to  be  assets  of  the  estate  of  the  testator  or  intestate.** 

107.  What  Should  Be  Included  in  Inventory. — As  a  general  rule 
the  inventory  should  include  all  assets.*"  All  the  personal  property 
belonging  to  the  estate,**  including  all  goods  and  chattels,  rights 
and  credits,  should  be  set  forth.**  Not  infrequently  certain  articles 
of  personal  property  are  by  statute  made  exceptions  and  need  not  be 
returned  in  the  inventory.  For  example  such  laws  may  provide  for 

4.  Evans  v.  Foster,  80  Wis.  509,  60  Pac.  74,  92  A.  S.  B.  916. 

N  W  410, 14  L.RJL  117.  10.  Snodgrass  v.  Andrews,  30  Hiss. 

6.  In  re  Higgins,  15  Mont.  474,  30  472,  64  Am.  Dec.  169. 

Pae.  506,  28  LJI.A.  116.  11.  McWillie  v.  Van  Vacter,  36 

6.  Fineke  v.  Bundrick,  72  Kan.  182,  Miss.  428,  72  Am.  Dec.  127. 

83  Pae.  403,  4  L.RA.(N.S.)  820;  Me-  12.  MeWUlie  v.  Van  Vaeter,  36  Miss. 

Willie  V.  Van  Vacter,  35  Miss.  428,  72  428,  72  Am.  Dec.  127.  See  infra,  par. 

Am.  Dec.  127.  109  et  seq.,  as  to  what  are  assets. 

7.  Langley  v.  Farmington,  66  N.  H.  13.  Bloom  v.  Burdick,  1  Hill  (N. 
431,  27  Atl.  224,  49  A.  S.  R.  624.  T.)  130,  37  Am.  Dec.  299. 

8.  Lucich  V.  Medin,  3  Nev.  93,  93  14.  Handy  v.  Collins,  60  Md.  229, 
Am  Dec.  376.  45  Am.  Rep.  725;  Merrill  v.  Moore,  7 

9.  In  re  Belt,  29  Wash.  635,  70  How.  (Miss.)  271,  40  Am.  Dec  60. 
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the  omiasioB  of  wearing  apparel,  Bibles,  and  school  books.**  How- 
ever, it  has  been  decided  that  neither  a  watch,  a  watch  chain,  a  finger 
ring,  nor  a  diamond  shirt  stud  is  an  article  of  wearing  apparel 
within  the  meaning  of  a  statute  providing  for  the  distribution  of 
the  wearing  apparel  of  a  decedent  without  being  inventoried.*'  By 
the  statutes  of  some  states  debts  due  the  deceased  need  not  be 
included  in  the  inventory,  but  a  separate  list  of  them  is  required  to 
be  prepared  and  filed  by  the  executor  or  administrator.*'  In  juris- 
dictions in  which  the  rule  of  law  is  recognized  that  the  appointment 
of  a  person  to  be  an  executor  does  not  amount  to  a  release  or  extin- 
guishment of  any  debt  or  demand  which  the  testator  may  have 
against  him,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  such  executor  to  include  such 
debt  in  the  inventory  like  other  personal  estate.*®  It  is  not  necessary 
for  an  administrator  or  executor  to  include  property  which  his  dece- 
d^t  held  in  trust  and  in  which  the  estate  had  no  beneficial  interest.^* 
In  some  cases  it  has'  been  held  that  it  is  not  error  to  omit  from 
the  inventory  the  notes  of  an  insolvent  nonresident  debtor  of  the 
estate."* 

108.  Effect  of  Inventory  as  Admission. — ^The  inventory,  with  the 
appraisement,  when  regularly  returned,  is  generally  treated  as  prima 

facie  evidence  of  the  value  of  the  estate,  but  it  is  not  conclusive,* 
either  as  against  third  persons  or  the  executor  or  administrator.' 
Even  a  decree  of  the  court  accepting  the  inventory  will  not  be  con- 
clusive upon  the  administrator.  If,  in  making  a  return  of  sale  of 
real  or  personal  property,  a  mistake  is  made,  the  court  of  probate 
may  rectify  it.*  Otherwise,  however,  the  responsibility  of  the  execu- 
tor or  administrator  may  be  governed  and  limited  by  the  valuation 
with  which  he  has  been  obliged  to  charge  himself  in  making  the 
inventory.*  Where  an  original  inventory  has  been  recorded  it  becomes 
a  record  of  the  probate  court/  but  an  omission  in  the  inventory  can- 

15.  Cofflnberry  v.  Madden,  30  Ind.  20.  Block  v.  Whitall,  9  N.  J.  Eq. 
App.  360,  66  N.  E.  64,  96  A.  S.  R.  349.  572,  69  Am.  Dec.  423. 

See  infra,  par.  lU.  1.  MeWillie  v.  Van  Vacter,  35  Miss. 

16.  Coffinberry  v.  Madden,  30  Ind.  428,  72  Am.  Dec.  127;  Little  v.  Bird- 
App.  360,  66  N.  E.  64,  06  A.  S.  B.  well,  21  Tex.  597,  73  Am,  Deo.  242: 
349.  Cameron  v.  Cameron,  15  Wis.  1,  82 

17.  Handy  v.  Collins,  60  Md.  229,  Am.  Dec.  652. 

46  Am.  Rep.  725.  2.  In  re  Belt,  29  Wash.  636,  70  Pac. 

18.  Hodge  V.  Hodge,  90  Me.  505,  38  74,  92  A.  S.  R.  916. 

Atl.  535,  60  A.  S.  R.  285,  40  L.R.A.  8.  Mix's  Appeal,  35  Conn.  121,  96 

33;  Linsenbigler  v.  Qourley,  56  Pa.  Am.  Dec.  222. 

St.  166,  94  Am.  Dec.  51.   See  infra,  4.  Re  Higgios,  15  Mont.  474,  39 

par.  115.  Pac.  506,  28  L.R.A.  116 

19.  In  n  Belt,  29  Wash.  535,  70  6.  Collins  v.  BaU,  82  Tex.  259,  17 
Pac.  74,  99  i.  S.  R.  916.   See  infra,  8.  W.  614,  27  A.  8.  R.  877. 

par.  U4. 
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not  be  taken  advantage  of  by  the  executor  or  administratoi  filing 
it,  Dor  by  those  claiming  under  him.* 

Assets  in  General 

109.  What  Are  Assets. — The  term  "assets,"  in  its  largest  sense, 
nieans  property  subject  to  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  decedent. 
Such  property  may  be  divided  into  personal  assets  and  real  assets.' 
The  term  is  used  to  include  not  only  the  property  actually  taken 
into  his  possession,  but  all  of  which  the  personal  representative  should 
take  possession  of  by  the  exercise  of  due  care  and  reasonable  diligence. 
Therefore,  he  may  be  chargeable  with  personal  property  belonging 
to  his  intestate,  though  it  never  came  into  his  hands,  if  it  was  lost 
through  his  negligence.^  Another  class  of  assets  consists  of  equitable 
rights  or  interests,  which  may  be  either  real  or  personal,  but  require 
the  aid  of  a  court  of  equity  for  their  subjection.'  It  has  been  held 
that  the  equity  of  redemption  of  a  mortgage,  in  fee,  forfeited  in  the 
lifetime  of  the  mortgagor,  is  an  equitable  and  not  a  legal  asset.  It 
seems  that  the  general  doctrine  is  to  encourage  as  much  as  possible 
the  idea  of  equitable  assets,  since  the  principle  of  equality  may  be 
applied  frequently  to  debts  in  equity.  Assets  may  be  partly  legal 
and  partly  equitable,  and  the  court  will  in  such  case  discriminate, 
and  direct  that  such  as  are  legal  be  applied  in  a  course  of  adminis- 
tration, and  such  as  are  equitable  be  applied  pari  passu.***  It  has 
frequently  been  said  that  all  the  aF=ets  of  an  estate  constitute  a  trust 
fund  for  the  payment  of  debts  of  the  deceased,**  and  that  the  rights 
of  his  creditors  to  his  assets  become  fixed  and  determined  at  the 
time  of  his  death.**  Under  some  circumstances  an  executor  or  admin- 
istrator may  be  estopped  to  deny  that  certain  property  belon,!];s  to 
the  estate  and  is  assets  in  his  hands.  For  example,  it  has  been  held 
that  a  husband  who  had  received  property  as  administrator  of  his 
wife  could  not  afterwards  deny  that  it  was  hers,  or  claim  it  by 
virtue  of  his  marital  right.**  The  rule  has  been  laid  down  that  an 
executor  or  administrator  who  finds  property  among  the  assets  of 
the  estate  and  takes  possession  of  it  as  the  property  of  the  estate, 
having  no  claim  to  it  himself  and  no  claim  being  made  by  other 
parties  will  be  estopped  from  setting  up  a  claim  to  such  property 
adverse  to  the  estate.** 

6.  lipwis  V.  Lusk,  35  Miss.  696,  72  11.  Jaooba  v.  Bentley,  86  Ark.  186, 
Am.  Dec.  153.  110  S.  W.  594,  126  A.  S.  R.  1086; 

7.  Agree  v.  Sflwnders,  127  Tenn.  680,  Scott  v.  Searles,  7  Smedes  &  M. 
167  S.  W.  64,  46  L.R.A.(N.S.)  788.  (Miss.)  498,  45  Am.  Dec.  317. 

8.  Note:  12  A.  S.  R.  312.  12.  Bosler  v.  E-chanfre  Bank,  4  Pa. 

9.  Apee  v.  Saunders,  127  Tenn.  680,  St.  32,  45  Am.  Dec.  665. 

167  S.  W.  64,  46  L.R.A.(N.S.)  788.  13.  Blake  v.  Jones,  1  Bailey  Eq.  (S. 

10.  Moses  V.  Murgatrovd,  1  Johns.  C.)  141,  21  Am.  Dec.  530. 
Ch.  (N.  Y.)  119, .7  Am.  Dec.  478.  11  Note:  19  Ann.  Cas.  560. 
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110.  Personal  Property  as  Assets. — With  few  exceptions,  all  of  the 
personal  property  of  a  decedent  which  upon  his  death  veets  in 
his  executor  or  administrator  is  deemed  to  be  assets  available  for 

the  payment  of  debts.^*  Statutes  not  infrequently  enumerate  the 
classes  of  personal  property  which  pass  as  assets  to  the  executor  or 
-  administrator;  for  example,  the  goods,  chattels,^*  moneys,  rights, 
and  credits  of  the  deceased,*'  together  with  all  chosea  in  action  which 
belonged  to  him  at  the  time  of  his  death.*^  Shares  of  stock  in  a 
corporation  are  personal  property,  and  assets  available  for  payment 
of  debts;  but  dividends  on  stocks  and  bonds,  declared  after  the 
death  of  the  owner,  belong  to  the  specific  devisee  of  the  stocks  and 
bonds,  and  are  not  assets  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  estate, 
in  the  absence  of  statutory  direction  to  the  contrary.'^  An  unpaid 
legacy  likewise  may  be  treated  as  assets  belonging  to  the  estate  of 
a  deceased  legatee  and  the  personal  representative  of  the  latter  may 
be  entitled  thereto.*  It  hf^  been  held  that  damages  assessed  in 
favor  of  the  owner  of  land  through  which  a  public  road  is  laid  out, 
to  be  paid  when  the  road  is  opened,  become  a  debt  as  soon  as 
assessed,  and  pass  to  the  executor,  though  the  road  is  not  opened 
until  after  the  testator's  death.'  So  also  purchase  money  agreed  to 
be  paid  by  a  party  to  a  contract  for  the  sale  of  land  is  treated  in  equity 
as  the  personal  property  of  the  vendor,  and  as  such  goes  to  his  per- 
sonal representative.'  As  a  rule,  leases  are  not  terminated  by  the 
death  of  the  lessee,  but  pass  as  assets  of  the  estate  into  the  hands 
of  the  personal  representative.*   And  when  an  executor  redeems  a 


15.  Taylor  v.  Crook,  136  Ala.  354,  18.  See  infra,  par.  112. 

34  So.  905,  96  A.  S.  R.  26;  Choteau  19.  Russell  v.  Hooker,  67  Conn.  24, 

V.  Jones,  11  III.  300,  50  Am.  Dec.  400;  34  Atl.  711,  35  L.R.A.  405;  Citizens 

Dawes  v.  Boylston,  9  Mass.  337,  6  Am.  St.  R.  Co.  v.  Robbins,  128  Ind.  449,  26 

Dec.  72;  Marvin  v.  Bowlby,  142  Mich.  N.  E.  116,  25  A.  S.  R.  445,  12  L.R.A. 

245,  105  N.  W.  751, 113  A.  S.  R.  574,  498,  See  Cobpobatioks,  vol.  7,  p.  196 

7  Ann.  Cas.  559,  4  L.R.A.  (N.S.)  189;  et  seq. 

Maas  V.  Qerman  Savings  Bank,  176  20.  Gordon  t.  James,  86  Miss.  719, 

N.  T.  377,  68  N.  E.  658,  98  A.  S.  R.  39  So.  18,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  461. 

689;  Carr  v.  Hull,  65  Ohio  St.  394,  1.  Bryan  v.  Rooks,  25  Oa.  622,  71 

62  N.  E.  439,  87  A.  S.  R.  623,  68  Am.  Dec.  194;  Fairly  v.  Kline,  3  N. 

L.B.A.  641;  Agee  v.  Saunders,  127  J.  L.  754,  4  Am.  Dec  414. 

Tcnn.  680,  157  S.  W.  64,  46  L.R.A.  2.  Welles  v.  Cowles,  4  Conn.  182, 10 

(N.S.)  788.  Am.  Dee.  115. 

16.  Kelly  t.  KeUy,  9  Ala.  908,  44  3.  Hays  v.  Hall,  4  Fort  (Ala.)  374, 
Am.  Dec.  469.  30  Am.  Dec.  530. 

17.  Graves  v.  Flowers,  51  Ala.  402,  4.  Alsup  v.  Banks,  68  Miss.  664,  9 
23  Am.  Rep.  555;  Ladd  v.  Wiggin,  35  So.  895,  24  A.  S.  R.  294,  13  L.R.A. 
N.  H.  421,  69  Am.  Dec.  551 ;  Kilboume  598;  Orchard  v.  Wright  Dalton-Bell- 
T.  Fay,  29  Ohio  St.  264.  23  Am.  Rep.  Anchor  Store  Co.,  225  Mo.  414, 125  B. 
741;  Griffith  v.  Charlotte,  C.  &  A.  W.  486,  20  Ann.  Cas.  1072. 

B.  Co.,  23  S.  C.  25,  55  Am.  Rep,  1,  Note:  22  LJt,A.(N.S.)  301. 
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pledge  of  the  testator,  the  property  redeemed  also  becomes  assets  in 
his  hands.* 

111.  Property  Not  Available  as  Assets. — In  various  juriadictiona 
certain  classes  of  property  are  specially  excepted  from  the  general 
category  of  assets  available  for  payment  of  debts.  One  of  the  most 
prevalent  types  of  laws  excepting  such  property  is  to  be  found  in 
exemption  statutes.  For  example,  statutes  frequently  exempt  wear- 
ing apparel  and  household  furniture  from  the  assets  passing  to 
executors  and  administrators  and  available  for  the  payment  of  debts.* 
Advancements  made  by  a  testator  to  his  children  constitute  no  part 
of  his  estate  and  cannot  be  reached  by  his  personal  representatives 
or  treated  as  assets  for  the  discharge  of  his  debts.^  But  it  seems  that 
the  recipient  of  an  advancement  may  be  charged  pro  tanto  with  the 
payment  of  the  ancestor's  debts  which  existed  at  the  time  the  advance- 
ment was  made;  *  and  that  a  gift  causa  mortis  may  be  set  aside  when 
such  a  course  is  necessary  for  the  payment  of  the  decedent's  debts.* 
Personal  gifts  by  third  persons  to  the  decedent's  widow  are  not,  of 
course,  assets  of  the  decedent's  estate,  though  difficulty  may  arise  in 
determining  whether  or  not  the  gift  was  personal  to  her.  It  has 
been  decided  that  a  gift  to  a  widow  personally  by  the  employer  of 
her  deceased  husband,  of  an  amount  equal  to  hia  salary  for  two 
months  if  he  had  lived,  cannot  be  charged  against  lier  as  executrix 
and  as  assets  belonging  to  her  husband's  estate,  when  the  intent  of 
the  donor  to  make  the  gift  to  her  alone  was  clear  and  without  doubt.^" 
It  is  generally  held  that  a  liquor  license  forms  no  part  of  the  assets  of 
a  decedent's  estate.  But  where  the  executor  or  administrator  suc- 
ceeds in  procuring  a  transfer  of  a  license,  securing  the  consent  of 
the  proper  authorities,  he  becomes  liable  to  account  for  the  proceeds 
as  assets  of  the  decedent's  estate.** 

112.  Choses  in  Action;  Property  Fraudulently  Conveyed. — In  most 
jurisdictions,  on  the  granting  of  letters  testamentary  or  of  adminis- 
tration or  on  the  appointment  of  an  administrator,  all  choses  in  action 
in  favor  of  the  decedent  pass  immediately  to  the  executor  or  adminis- 
trator.*' ■  Having  the  legal  title  thereto,  he  may^  demand  their  pay- 

B.  Dawes  v.  Boylston,  9  Hasa.  337,  10.  Stereni?  Estate,  S3  CaL  322,  28 

6  Am.  Dee.  72.  Pae.  379, 17  A.  8.  R.  262. 

6.  Phillips  V.  Phillips,  161  Ala.  627,  11.  In  re  Buck,  185  Pa.  St.  57,  39 
44  So.  391,  125  A.  S.  R.  40,  15  Ann.  Ail.  821,  64  A.  S.  R.  616. 

Cas.  157  and  note.    See  also  supra,  Note:  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  627.  See  In- 

par.  107,  as  to  property  whidt  may  TOxiOATma  Liquors. 

properly  be  omitted  from  inventorv-  12.  Kennedy  v.  Davis,  171  Ala.  609, 

7.  Blaek  v.  Whitall,  9  N.  J.  Eq.  572,  56  So.  104,  Ann.  Cas.  191SB  225;  Aina- 
69  Am.  Dee.  423.  worth  v.  California  Bank,  119  Cal.  470, 

8.  See  Advancbiukts,  vol.  1,  p.  51  Pae.  952, 63  A.  S.  R.  135, 39  L.R.A. 
672.  686;  Ladd  v.  Wifirgin,  35  N.  H.  421, 

0.  Eifl  V.  Weaver,  94  N.  C.  274,  66  69  Am.  Dee.  551;  Buchanan  v.  Bnefaan- 
Am.  Rep.  601.  See  GifTS.  an,  76  N.  J.  Eq.  274,  71  Afl.  746, 138 

100 


Digitized  by 


%  112 


EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTRATORS       11  R.  G.  L. 


ment,**  or  release,  compound,  discharge  or  transfer  tbem.^*  Among 

the  various  kinds  of  choses  in  action  the  legal  title  to  which  passes  to 
the  e^^ecutor  or  administrator  may  be  mentioned  notes  "  and  other 
promises  to  pay  money,^*  judgments,^'  and  rights  to  damages  for 
the  taking  or  injury  of  land  where  the  cause  of  action  accrued  in 
the  lifetime  of  the  testator  or  intestate.**  A  right  to  sue  on  cove- 
nants in  antenuptial  marriage  settlements  likewise  pa.sses  to  the 
woman's  executors  or  administrators."  But  not  every  right  of  action 
survives  the  death  of  the  person  entitled  to  sue  on  it  during  his  life- 
time. Many  rights  are  purely  personal  and  die  with  the  death  of 
the  owner,  so  that  his  personal  representative  neither  succeeds  to 
them  nor  can  use  them  as  assets  of  the  estate.  For  example,  it  has 
been  held  that  an  option  is  neither  a  chose  in  action  nor  a  trans- 
missible right  of  property,  but  a  personal  privilege  which  ceases  on  the 
death  of  the  person  holding  it.***  And  choses  in  action  vest  in  the 
personal  representative  subject  to  any  right  of  set-off  or  counterclaim 
in  favor  of  the  debtor.*  Furthermore,  while  legal  title  of  the  personal 
representative  to  choses  in  action  prevails  in  all  cases  against  stran- 
gers, yet  in  equity  he  is  recognized  as  a  mere  agent  or  trustee  for  the 
creditors,  heirs,  distributees,  or  legatees  of  the  estate.  Hence,  when 
the  property  is  not  needed  for  administration,  or  when  administrar 
tion  thereon  is  wholly  unnecessary,  and  it  has  gone,  without  admin- 
istration, where  it  rightfully  belongs  and  would  go  by  administra- 
tion, the  naked  legal  title  of  the  personal  representative  cannot 
prevail  in  equity  against  one  to  whom  the  equitable  title  and  right- 
ful possession  have  passed.*  Where  personal  property  fraudulently 
conveyed  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  grantee  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  it  is  considered  assets.'     Generally,  however,  it  is  not  the 

A.  S.  R.  563,  20  Ann.  Gas.  91,  22  230.  19  N.  E.  653,  S  A.  S.  R.  742,  2 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  454  ;  Petersen  v.  Cherai-  L.R.A.  828. 

cal  Bank,  32  N.  T.  21,  88  Am.  Dec.  18.  Penn  Mnt  Idfe  Ins.  Co.  v.  Heiss, 

298.   See  supra,  par.  110,  as  to  divi-  141  III.  35,  31  N.  E.  138,  33  A.  S.  R. 

dends,  assessed  damages,  and  unpaid  273;  Mast  v.  Sapp,  140  N.  C.  533,  53 

purchase  money.        .  S.  E.  350,  111  A.  S.  R,  864,  6  Ann. 

13.  Maas  v.  German  Savings  Bank,  Cas.  384,  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  379. 

176  N.  Y.  377,  68  N.  E.  668,  98  A.  19.  Mitchel  v.  Mitchel,  4  B.  Men. 

8.  R.  689.  (Ky.)  380,  41  Am.  Dee.  237. 

14.  Nance  v.  Gray,  143  Ala.  234,  38  20.  Newton  v.  Newton,  11  B.  I.  390, 
So.  916,  5  Ann.  Cas.  55.  23  Am.  Rep.  476. 

15.  Jones  v.  Everman,  15  B.  Mon.  1.  Ainsworth  v.  California  Bank, 
(Kv.)  631,  63  Am.  Dee.  521;  Cooper  119  Cal.  470,  51  Pac.  952,  63  A.  S.  R. 
V.  Hayward,  71  Minn.  374,  74  N.  W.  135,  39  L.R.A.  686. 

152,  70  A.  S.  R.  330;  Cook  v.  Holmes,  2.  Kennedy  v.  Davis,  171  Ala.  609, 

29  Mo.  61,  77  Am.  Dec.  548.  55  So.  104,  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  225. 

16.  Millard  v.  Brayton,  177  Mass,  3.  Kilbonme  v.  Fay,  29  Ohio  St. 
533,  59  N.  E.  436,  83  A.  S.  R.  294,  52  264,  23  Am.  Rep.  741.  See  infra,  par. 
LJIA..  117.  124,  as  to  real  estate  fraudulently  con- 

17.  Johnson      WalliB,  112  N.  Y.  veyed. 
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duty  of  a  personal  representative  to  inventory  property  fratidulently 
transferred.^  And  usually  it  is  held  that  it  is  only  wliere  the 
fraudulent  donor  dies  in  possession  of  the  property  that  it  is  assets 
in  the  hands  of  the  administrator.*  Nevertheless,  in  some  juris 
dictions  the  law  appears  to  be  that  such  fraudulent  gifts  and  con- 
veyances of  property  may  be  set  aside  by  action  of  the  administrator 
even  when  possession  was  parted  with  by  the  decedent  during  his 
lifetime.* 

113.  Insurance. — The  fact  that  an  insurance  policy  is  payable  to 
the  assured's  administrator  does  not  render  its  proceeds  assets  for 
the  payment  of  debts,  where  it  is  further  expressed  to  be  for  the 
benefit  of  named  beneficiaries,  such  as  the  widow  and  children.' 
The  beneficiaries,  even  when  described  by  the  broad  term  "heirs  and 
assigns,"  take  not  as  heirs  or  distributees  of  the  deceased,  but  as  pur- 
chasers. This  being  so,  the  proceeds  of  this  policy  are  not  part  of 
the  estate  of  the  assured,  and  therefore  are  not  subject,  like  general 
assets,  to  the  claims  of  his  creditors.*  In  some  jurisdictions  statutes 
expr^ly  exempt  tiie  proceeds  of  life  insurance  policies  from  the 
claims  of  creditors.*  And  the  same  principle  that  beneficiaries  of 
insurance  policies  take  to  the  exclusion  of  executors  and  adminis- 
trators is  applied  in  reference  to  certificates  in  beneficial  associations, 
and  the  proceeds  of  such  certificates  are  not  ordinarily  deemed  to  be 
assets  of  the  estate  of  the  person  taking  out  such  certificate.'*^  But 
where  a  life  insurance  policy  is  made  in  behalf  of  the  assured,  his 
executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  the  technical  right  of  recovery 
is  in  the  administrator,  though  by  reason  of  further  designation  of 
the  beneficiaries  he  may  be  compelled  to  pay  over  the  proceeds  to 
them.**  And  where  a  policy  is  payable  to  the  assured's  "legal  repre- 
sentatives," without  designation  of  other  beneficiaries,  it  seems  Uiat 
it  will  be  taken  as  payable  to  the  assured's  estate,  so  that  its  proceeds 
will  constitute  general  assets.**  Where  a  father  insured  his  life  for 
the  benefit  of  his  infant  daughter,  himself  paying  the  premiums  and 
retaining  the  policy,  the  policy  running  to  the  daughter,  it  was  held 
that  on  her  death  the  legal  representative  of  the  daughter  was  entitled 

4.  Note:  50  L.R.A.(N.S.)  321.  See  9.  Aeee  Saunders,  127  Tenn.  680, 
snpra,  par.  107,  ae  to  what  ahotad  be  167  S.  W.  64,  46  LJt.A.(N.S.}  788  and 
included  in  inventoiy.  note. 

5.  Anderson  v.  Belcher,  1  Hill  L.  (S.  10.  People  v.  Petrie,  191  111.  497,  81 
C.)  246,  26  Am.  Dec.  174.  N.  E.  499,  85  A.  S.  R.  268;  Johnson 

Note:  50  L.RJi..(N.S.)  333.  v.  Alexander,  125  Ind.  575,  26  N.  E. 

6.  Beith  v.  Porter,  119  Mich.  365,  706,  9  L.R.A.  660. 

78  N.  W.  336,  75  A.  S.  R.  402.  11.  Gould  v.  Emerson,  99  Haas.  154, 

'  7.  Gould  V.  Emerson,  99  Masa.  154,  96  Am.  Dec  720  and  note. 
96  Am.  Dec.  720.  12.  Sulz  v.  Mutual  Reserve  Fund 

8.  People  v.  Petrie,  191  lU.  497,  61  life  Ass'n,  145  N.  Y.  663,  40  N.  E. 
N.  E.  499,  85  A.  S.  R.  268.  242,  28  LJtA.  379. 
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to  its  possession.**  It  has  also  been  held  that  the  administrator,  and 

not  the  beneficiary  named  in  the  application,  has  the  right  of  action 
for  neglect  of  an  insurance  company  to  act  upon  an  application  for 
life  insurance  within  a  reasonable  time,  so  that  the  opportunity  to 
obtain  insurance  was  cut  off  by  the  death  of  the  applicant.^*  When 
a  fire  after  the  death  of  a  testator  destroys  property  specifically 
l^equeatlied,  the  proceeds  of  a  fire  insurance  policy  belong  to  the 
owner  of  the  property  and  are  not  general  assets." 

114,  Trust  Funds. — Trust  funds  do  not,  on  the  death  of  the  trustee, 
become  assets  liable  for  the  debts  of  his  estate.  The  relation  of  the 
cestui  que  trust  is  not  changed  and  his  right  to  the  property  remains. 
Although  the  administrator  of  the  deceased  trustee  may  be  entitled 
to  the  possession  of  the  trust  funds  he  must  account  for  them  to 
the  cestui  que  trust.'*  And  a  grant  of  letters  of  administration 
does  not  confer  upon  the  administrator  even  the  right  to  the  pos- 
session of  property  fraudulently  assigned  to  the  deceased,  as  against 
the  creditors  of  the  assignor."  So  it  has  been  held  that  when  money 
belonging  to  wards  is  deposited  in  a  bank  by  their  guardian  to  his 
credit  "as  guardian,"  his  executor  cannot  claim  it.**  And  even 
where  the  position  of  trustee  and  cestui  que  trust  does  not  strictly 
exist  the  same  general  principle  may  have  application.  It  seems 
to  be  applicable  whenever  the  goods  or  money  belonging  to  a  per- 
son other  than  the  decedent  whose  estate  is  being  administered  are 
found  among  the  goods  of  the  deceased,  although  if  the  property 
of  such  third  person  comes  into  the  hands  of  the  administrator  it 
will  not  be  treated  as  assets.'*  Nor  will  the  owner  of  the  property 
be  required  to  appear  as  a  creditor  in  the  administration  proceed- 
ing.** Accordingly,  the  property  of  a  corporation  in  possession  or 
custody  of  en  ofhcer  at  his  death  does  not  pass,  as  part  of  his  estate, 
into  the  possession  and  control  of  his  administrator.'    Under  the 

13.  Glanz  t.  Oloeekler,  104  Bl.  573,  Wash.  535,  70  Fac.  74,  92  A.  S.  B. 
44  Am.  Rep.  94.  916. 

14.  DnfTle  v.  Bankers'  Life  Ass'n,  Notes:  8  LJIJL.  789;  19  Aon.  Cas. 
160  la.  19, 139  N.  W.  1087,  46  L.RA.  503. 

(N.S.)  25.  17.  MeMorine  v.  Storey,  20  N.  C 

15.  In  re  Robl,  163  Cal.  801,  127  ^J- ^4  Am.  Dee.  374. 

Pac.  55,  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  319  and  note.  -.^|-  G^^J-  J^^P'^^^S'^f^'  ^"J* 

16.  Central  City  First  Nat.  Bank  v.  |5q  '  ^'  *  *  S.  B. 
Hummei,  14  Colo.  259,  23  Pac.  986,  20      fk  r<         t>    u  a 

A  Q  Ti  9^7  fl  T  R  A  7HR.  xf«<,«  «  Newton  County  Bank  v.  Amen- 

A.  S.  R.  257,  8  L-R-A.  788  Moses  v.        Bonding  Co.,  141  Ga.  326,  80  S.  E. 

Murgatroyd.  !  Johns.  Ch.  (N.  Y.  m  1003,  60  C.R.A.(N.S.)  1089;  In  n 

7  Am.  Dec.  4(8;  Boone  v.  Citizens'  Sav.  Belt,  29  Wash.  536.  70  Pac.  74.  92  A. 

Bank,  84  N.  Y.  83,  38  Am.  Rep.  498;  s.  R.  916. 

Jacobs  V.  Bull,  1  Watts  (Pa.)  370,  26     20.  Probate  Court    Williams,  30  B. 

Am.  Dee.  72;  Gary  v.  People's  Na-  L  144,  73  Atl.  382,  19  Ann.  Cas.  654. 
tional  Bank,  26  S.  C.  538,  2  S.  E.     1.  Re  Belton,  47  La.  Ann.  1614,  18 

568,  4  A.  S.  B.  733;  In  re  Belt,  29  So.  642,  SO  Ii.B.A.  648. 
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doctrine  that  the  unpaid  capital  stock  of  a  corporation  is  a  trust  fund 
for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors,  it  has  been  held  that  the  fund  repre- 
sented by  the  unpaid  stock  of  a  particular  deceased  stockholder  is 
a  trust  fund  within  the  meaning  of  the  present  rule  and  is  tinted  as 
not  being  a  part  of  the  estate  of  the  deceased  stockholder.'  But  it 
seems  that  the  personal  representative  of  a  technical  trustee  is  entitled 
to  the  possession  of  the  trust  funds,  and  it  has  been  held  that  be  may 
commence  an  action  therefor  in  his  individual  or  his  representative 
capacity.' 

Debt  of  Executor  or  Administrator  aa  Assets 

115,  Ancient  Common  Law  Rule. — Tt  was  an  ancient  rule  of  the 
common  law  that  wheti  a  creditor  named  his  debtor  as  his  executor, 
such  appointment  operated  as  a  discharge/  or  at  least  as  a  release  of 
his  debt,'  in  all  cases  except  when  its  debt  was  needed  to  pay  the 
demands  of  creditors  of  the  estate.*  In  equity  the  debt  was  not 
released  but  was  available  as  an  asset,  since  even  an  express  gift  of 
the  debt  by  the  testator  would  not  have  screened  it  from  his  creditors. 
The  reason  for  the  rule  was  that  the  testator  by  making  the  debtor 
an  executor  voluntarily  destroyed  the  only  remedy  or  means  by 
which  the  debt  could  be  collected.  The  consequence  was  the  same 
if  any  one  of  the  executors  was  the  debtor,  for  the  coexecutors  could 
not  sue  himj  But  this  rule,  it  has  been  thought,  was  not  applicable 
in  favor  of  a  debtor  who  was  appointed  administrator  of  his  credit- 
or's estate.* 

116.  Later  Common  Law  Rule. — Just  as  the  swin^ng  of  a  pendu- 
lum not  infrequently  leads  to  another  extreme,  the  opposite  of  the 
first  one,  so  the  rules  of  the  common  law,  at  least  as  understood  in 
the  United  States,  in  the  course  of  time  placed  an  executor  who  was 
a  debtor  to  the  testator  in  a  position  almost  as  excessively  burdensome 
as  formerly  it  had  been  advantageous.  Not  only  was  his  debt  to 
the  estate  not  considered  waived  or  discharged,  but  it  was  taken  as 
being  actually  paid  in  cash  at  once  on  appointment  of  the  executor, 
so  that  he  was  held  accountable  for  the  money  equivalent  of  bis 
debt  irrespective  of  whether  it  had  in  fact  been  paid  or  whether  the 

2.  Thompson  t.  Reno  Sav.  Bank,  19  Atl.  838,  Ann.  Gas.  1912D  662  and 
Nev.  242,  9  Pac.  121,  3  A.  S  .R.  883.  note,  32  I..B.A.(N.S.)  671;  Maaon't 

3.  In  re  Belt,  29  Wash.  635,  70  Pac  Estate,  42  Ore.  177,  70  Pao.  607, 96  A. 
74,  92  A.  S.  R.  916.  S.  R.  734. 

4.  Raster  v.  Pierson,  27  la.  90,  1  6.  Judge  of  Probate  v.  SuUoway,  68 
Am.  Ben.  254;  Crow  v.  Conant,  90  N.  H.  511,  44  Atl.  720,  73  A.  S.  B. 
Mich.  247,  61  N.  W.  450,  SO  A.  S.  B.  619,  49  L.RJ^.  347. 

427.  Note:  112  A.  S.  B.  408. 

Notes:  20  L.R.A.(N.S.)  411;  Ann.  7.  Note:  Ann.  Gas.  1913E  1278  «» 
Gas.  1913E  1280.  seq. 

6.  Stewart  v.  Hard,  107  Me.  457,  78      8.  Note:  112  A.  S.  B.  408. 
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executor  was  insolvent  and  could  not  pay  it.  Under  this  view  of  the 
law  a  debt  due  from  the  executor  to  his  testator  is  considered  paid 
and  is  deemed  assets  in  his  hands,  for  which  be  is  as  much  answerable 
to  the  creditors  of  the  testator  as  if  he  had  actually  received  that 
amount  In  cash  from  any  other  person  indebted  to  the  estate.*  The 
theory  underlying  this  doctrine  is  that  since  an  executor  cannot 
demand  or  receive  payment  of  himself  nor  sue  himself,  and  since  he 
is  bound  to  account  for  bis  own  debt,  the  conclusion  is  ine\itable 
that  the  debt  must  be  considered  as  assets.  It  is  also  said  that  where 
the  same  hand  is  to  pay  and  receive  money,  the  law  presumes,  as 
against  the  debtor  himself,  that  he  has  done  that  which  he  was  legally 
bound  to  do,  and  therefore  charges  him  with  the  amount  as  a  debt 
paid.*'  So  also,  if  a  debt  from  an  executor  to  his  testator  is  due  on 
demand,  the  former  cannot  set  up  that  no  such  demand  was  made,  or 
that  he  could  not  make  a  demand  on  himself.*'  The  executor  by 
voluntarily  taking  upon  himself  the  right  and  duty  to  demand  and 
receive,  and  the  corresponding  duty  of  paying,  it  is  considered  a 
just  and  legal  consequence  of  his  own  act  that  his  debt  should  be 
conclusively  presumed  to  have  been  paid  and  discharged.**  This  lia- 
bility to  account  for  his  debt  as  assets  in  the  form  of  money  is  not 
dependent  on  the  fact  whether  it  is  needed  to  liquidate  the  general 
indebtedness  of  the  estate,  such  accountability  being  equally  for  the 
benefit  of  heirs  and  legatees  and  other  parties  in  interest.*'  Kor  is  this 
obligation  to  account  for  his  indebtedness  to  the  testator  suspended 
by  the  insolvency  of  the  executor  or  his  inability  to  pay  it**  In 
every  case  in  which  the  debt  is  found  to  exist  the  court  is  required  to 
charge  it  to  the  executor  as  part  of  the  assets  belonging  to  tlie  estate. 
It  is  said  that  if  the  law  were  otherwise  it  would  open  a  wide  door. to 
fraud  and  that  on  technical  grounds  as  well  as  on  oonsiderations  of 


9.  Arnold  V.  Arnold,  124  Ala.  650, 
27  So.  465,  82  A.  S.  R.  199;  Beall  v. 
Hilliary,  1  Md.  186,  54  Am.  Dee.  649; 
Crow  V.  Conant,  90  Mich.  247,  51  N. 
W.  450,  30  A.  S.  R.  427 ;  Peterson  v. 
Vanderburgh,  77  Minn.  218,  79  N.  W. 
828,  77  A.  S.  R.  671. 

Note:  26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  414. 

10.  Wachsmuth  v.  Penn  Mut.  Life 
Ins.  Co.,  241  III.  409,  89  N.  E.  787, 
132  A.  8.  R.  226, 26  L.R.A.{N.S.)  411 ; 
Hodge  V.  Hodge,  90  Me.  505,  38  Atl. 
535.  60  A.  S.  R.  285,  40  L.R.A.  33; 
Stewart  v.  Hurd,  107  Me.  457,  78  Atl. 
838,  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  662,  32  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  671;  Bassett  v.  Fidelity  &  De- 
posit Co.,  184  Mass.  210,  68  N.  E.  205, 
100  A.  S.  R.  652;  Mason's  Estate,  42 
Ore.  177|  70  Pan.  S07, 96  A.  8.  R.  734. 


11.  Bassett  v.  Fidelity,  etc.,  Co.,  184 
Mass.  210,  68  N.  E.  205,  100  A.  S.  R. 
552. 

12.  Stewart  v.  Hurd,  107  Me.  457, 
78  Atl.  838,  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  662,  32 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  671;  Mason's  Estate,  42 
Ore.  177,  70  Pac.  507,  95  A.  S.  R.  734. 

13.  Raster  v.  Pierson,  27  la.  90,  1 
Am.  Rep.  254;  Beall  v.  Hilliary,  1  Hd. 
186,  54  Am.  Dee.  649. 

14.  In  re  Walker,  125  Cal.  242,  57 
Pac.  991,  73  A.  S.  R.  40;  Judge  of 
Probate  v.  Sulloway,  68  N.  H.  511,  44 
Atl.  720,  73  A.  S.  R.  619,  49  L.R.A. 
347;  Mason's  Estate,  42  Ore.  177,  70 
Pac.  507,  95  A.  S.  R.  734;  United 
Brethren  v.  Akin,  45  Ore.  247,  77  Paa 
748, 2  Ann.  Cas.  353,  66  L.RA.  654. 
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policy^  an  executor  should  not  be  permitted  to  ehow  that  he  cannot 
collect  a  debt  due  from  himself.^*  For  all  purposes  the  debt  ia  deemed 
paid  in  full  by  the  debtor  who  had  qualified  as  executor,  and  having 
been  converted  into  assets  by  the  appointment,  it  is  not  revived  by 
the  executor's  death  or  removal  so  that  it  can  be  sued  for  by  an  admin- 
istrator de  bonis  non.^*  This  principle  has  likewise  been  applied  in 
giving  effect  to  the  appointment  of  a  debtor  as  administrator  of  an 
estate;^'  and  it  has  been  said  that  an  administrator  cannot  be  per- 
mitted, by  virtue  of  his  trust,  to  take  an  advantage  which  he  would 
not  otherwise  possess  with  reference  to  his  own  indebtedness  to  the 
estate.'*  The  same  principle  applies  to  coexecutors  and  coadminis- 
trators. Thus  it  has  been  held  that  where  an  obligee  in  a  joint  and 
several  bond  appoints  as  bis  executor  one  of  the  obligors,  the  debt  is 
discharged  as  to  all,  although  the  obligee  in  his  lifetime  may  have 
obtained  several  judgments  against  the  deceased  obligor's  representa* 
tives  and  the  survivor.**  In  England,  however,  the  appointment  by 
a  creditor  of  his  debtor  as  executor  may,  under  certain  circumstances, 
still  operate  as  a  release  at  law.  It  has  been  decided  that  where  the 
testator  as  creditor  makes  an  entry  on  his  books  that  the  debt  has 
been  canceled,  equity  will  not  compel  the  executor  to  account  for  the 
amount  of  his  debt,  the  court  considering  that  such  an  entry  will 
not,  by  itself,  be  sufficient,  but  that  when  this  fact  is  accompanied  by 
the  appointment  of  the  debtor  as  executor  it  is  proper  to  disregard 
tiie  equitable  liability  of  the  executor  to  account.*** 

117.  Application  of  Doctrine  in  the  United  States. — ^In  America 
the  common  law  rule  very  generally  obtained  until  changed  by 
statute.'  In  many  of  the  states,  however,  the  liability  of  executors 
and  administrators  to  account  for  their  debts  to  their  estate  as  assets, 
has  been  fixed  by  statute.*  In  other  states  the  same  result  has  been 
reached  either  under  statutes  providing  for  the  settlement  of  estates 
and  the  distribution  of  property  not  devised  or  bequeathed,  or  on  the 
ground  that  the  ancient  rule  of  the  common  law  that  the  naming  of 
a  debtor  as  executor  waived  the  debt  has  never  been  adopted  in  such 

15.  Judge  of  Probate  v.  Snlloway,  68  79  N.  E.  742, 118  A.  S.  R.  535. 

N.  H.  511,  44  AtL  720, 73  A.  S.  R.  619,     19.  Griffith  v.  Chew,  8  Serg.  ft  E. 

40  L.R.A.  347.  (Pa.)  17,  11  Am.  Dee.  556. 

16.  Hodge  v.  Hodge,  90  Me.  505,  38     20.  In  re  Pink  [1912]  2  Ch.  (Eng.) 
AtL  535,  00  A.  S.  R.  285,  40  L.R.A.  528,  Ann.  Cas.  1913E  1273  and  note. 
33.  1.  Crow  V.  Conant,  90  Mich.  247,  51 

17.  Hodge  V.  Hodge,  90  Me.  505,  38  N.  W.  450,  30  A.  S.  R.  427. 
AtL  635,  60  A.  S.  R.  285,  40  L.R.A.     Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1913E  1284. 

33;  Bigelow  v.  Bigelow,  4  Ohio  138,  19  2.  Crow  v.  ConanK  90  Mich.  247,  51 

Am.  Dee.  691  and  note;  Mason's  Es-  N.  W.  450,  30  A.  S.  R.  427;  Mason's 

tate,  42  Ore.  177,  70  Pas.  607,  95  A.  Estote,  42  Ore.  177,  70  Pae.  507,  95 

S.  E.  734.  A,  S.  R.  734. 

Note:  26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  417.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1913E  1284. 


18.  Coffey  v.  Coffey,  193  Man.  398, 
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states.'  Gertainlyi  in  nearly  all  jurisdictions,  this  ancient  rule  is 
obsolete,  and  a  testator,  by  making  his  debtor  executor,  does  not 

give  him  the  debt,  either  by  way  of  legacy  or  of  release  or  dis- 
charge,^ and  the  debt  must  be  treated  as  an  asset.^  This  change  in 
the  doctrines  of  the  law  has  been  effected  in  some  jurisdictions  by 
statutes  expressly  providing  that  if  a  debt  be  due  the  deceased  by  the 
executor  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  include  such  claim  in  the  list  of  debts.* 
So  by  statutes  in  some  states  an  executor  will  be  charged  with  the 
amount  of  his  personal  debt  to  the  decedent  as  so  much  money  in  his 
hands,  irrespective  of  his  ability  to  pay  at  the  time  of  or  sul^quent 
to  his  appointment,'  and  probate  courts  are  given  express  directions 
to  ascertain  and  liquidate  such  debts  and  charge  them  against  the 
executor  or  administrator.' 

118.  Effect  of  Insolvency. — ^The  doctrine  of  the  later  common  law 
that  a  debt  of  an  executor  to  the  estate  must  in  all  cases  be  deemed 
paid  and  available  as  assets  •  has  been  criticised  as  being  based  on  a 
legal  fiction,  and  the  presumption  that  all  men  are  solvent  and  able 
to  pay  their  obligations.  It  has  not  been  followed  in  all  cases,  and 
in  some  jurisdictions  it  has  been  applied  only  when  the  executor  or 
administrator  was  solvent  at  the  time  of  bis  appointment,  or  at  some 
time  during  the  administration  of  his  office,  and  before  his  final 
settlement  and  discharge.  So  the  rule  has  not  been  recognized  as 
applicable  to  cases  where  it  is  made  to  appear  that  the  administrator 
was  wholly  insolvent  when  appointed  and  during  the  entire  period 
down  to  the  time  of  settlement.*'  In  this  manner  the  fiction  of  law 
that  a  debt  of  an  administrator  is  to  be  considered  as  money  on  hand 
is  not  allowed  to  work  injustice  against  an  insolvent  administrator, 
by  placing  him  in  such  a  position  that  he  might  be  charged  with 
contempt  or  embezzlement  for  a  failure  to  pay  over  moneys  not 
received,  and  which  he  was  unable  to  pay,  or  by  charging  his  sureties 
with  liability  beyond  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  admin- 
istrator.** In  jurisdictions  adhering  to  this  modification  of  the  com- 
mon law  rule  it  has  been  said  that  if  an  administrator  seeks  to  be 


3.  Judge  of  Prol»ate  v.  Sulloway,  68  note,  66  L.R.A.  654. 

N.  H.  511,  44  AtL  720,  73  A.  S.  R.  619,  8.  Judge  of  Probate  v.  SuDoway,  68 
49  L.R.A.  347.  N.  H.  511,  44  AU.  720,  73  A.  S.  B. 

4.  Raster  v.  Picrson.  27  la.  90,  1  619,  49  L.R.A.  347. 
Am.  Rep.  254;  Hodge  v.  Hodge,  90      9.  See  supra,  par.  116. 

Me.  505,  38  Atl.  535,  60  A.  S.  R.  285,  10.  Wachsmuth  v.  Penn  Mut  Life 
40  L.R.A.  33;  Bigelow  v.  Bigelow,  4  Ins.  Co.,  241  III.  409,  89  N.  E.  787, 132 
Ohio  138,  19  Am.  Dec.  591.  A.  S.  R.  226,  26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  411  and 

Note :  112  A.  S.-  R.  408.  note;  Sanders  v.  Dodge,  140  Mich.  236, 

6.  Note:  Ann.  Caa.  1913E  1280.        103  N.  W.  597,  112  A.  S.  R.  399  and 

6.  HandT  v.  Collins,  60  Md.  229,  46  note;  Howell  v.  Anderson,  66  Neb.  575, 
Am.  Rep.  725.  92  N,  W.  760,  61  L.R.A.  313. 

7.  United  Brethren  v.  Akin,  45  Ore.  11.  In  re  Walker,  126  OaL  242;  69 
S47, 77  Pae.  748,  2  Ann.  Gas.  853  and  Pae.  901, 73  A.  S.  R.  4ft. 
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discharged  from  his  official  liability  to  pay  over  to  the  estate  an 
antecedent  debt  due  by  him  to  his  intestate  on  account  of  his  insol- 
vency and  total  inability  to  pay  the  same,  the  burden  is  on  him  to 
establish  that  fact,^'  but  that  he,  as  administrator,  is  not  bound  for 
the  debt  any  further  than  he  has  had  the  means  to  pay.^'  But  where 
it  appears  that  the  representative,  although  insolvent,  had  an  oppor- 
tunity, at  some  time  during  administration,  to  settle  the  debt  in 
question,  and  failed  to  do  so,  he  may  be  held  liable.'*  In  some  juris- 
dictions the  foregoing  result  has  been  attained  under  statutes  pro- 
viding that  no  executor  or  administrator  shall  be  accountable  for  any 
debts  due  to  the  deceased,  if  it  appears  that  they  remain  uncollected 
without  his  fault.  Under  such  a  law  it  has  been  held  that  there  is  no 
liability  on  the  bond  of  an  administrator  for  a  debt  owing  from  him 
to  his  intestate,  if  he  was  insolvent  at  the  time  of  bis  appointment 
and  has  so  continued  throughout  his  administration ;  '*  but  it  has  also 
been  held  that  under  such  a  provision  the  executor  is  not  relieved  by 
bis  insolvency.'*  The  proper  form  of  a  decree  settling  the  final 
account  of  an  administrator  who  owed  a  debt  to  the  decedent,  but 
which,  through  the  administrator's  insolvency  and  inability  to  pay, 
has,  without  any  fault  of  his,  not  been  collected,  is  to  charge  the 
administrator  with  all  moneys  coming  into  his  hands,  including  the 
debt  due  from  himself,  and  then  designate  what  portion  of  the  entire 
sum  consist?  of  personal  debts  due  the  estate  from  the  administrator, 
reported  by  him  as  cash  on  hand.  This  would  protect  the  adminis- 
trator, and  the  heirs  couM  still  proceed  against  him  to  collect  the 
amount  of  his  debt,  if  he  acquires  the  means  to  pay  it."  It  seems  that 
an  administrator  who  is  indebted  to  his  intestate  will  be  permitted 
to  turn  over  the  evidence  of  his  uncoUectable  debt  to  his  successor  and 
will  be  discharged  from  his  official  liability  therefor,  where  at  the 
time  of  his  appointment  he  was  hopelessly  insolvent  and  remained  so 
during  all  the  time  of  his  administration  and  up  to  and  including 
the  time  of  his  final  settlements^ 

119.  Liability  of  Surety  as  to  Debt — ^The  diversity  of  doctrines  as 
to  the  liability  of  executors  and  administrators  for  debts  owing  by 
them  to  the  persons  upon  whose  estate  they  have  taken  out  letters  of 
administration  "  has  created  a  corre^nding  difference  in  opinion 

12.  Arnold  t.  Aniold,  124  Ala.  650,  16.  Sanders  v.  Dodge,  140  Mich.  236, 
27  So.  465,  82  A.  S.  R.  190;  Howell  103  N.  W.  697, 112  A.  8.  R.  399  and 
Andenon,  66  Neb.  676,  92  K.  W.  760,  note. 

61  LJt.A.  313.  Note:  26  L.RJl.(N.S.}  418. 

13.  In  re  Walker,  125  Gal  242,  69  16.  Mason's  Estate,  42  Ore.  177,  70 
Pae.  991, 73  A.  S.  R.  40.  Pae.  507,  06  A.  S.  R.  734. 

14.  Wachsmnth  v.  Penn  Mat.  Life  17.  In  re  Walker,  125  Cal.  242,  59 
Isa.  Co.,  241  111.  409, 89  N.  E.  787, 132  Pac.  991,  73  A.  S.  R.  40. 

A.  S.R.226,26L.R.A.(N.S.)  4Uaud  18.  Howell  v.  Anderson,  66  Neb. 

note.  675,  02  N.  W.  760,  61  L.R.A.  313. 

Note:  26  LJt.A.(N.S.)  41&  19.  See  snpra,  par.  116  et  sea. 
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OS  to  the  extent  of  the  liability  in  such  cases  of  sureties  on  administra- 
tion bonds.  In  jurisdictions  adhering  to  the  view  that  in  all  cases  a 
debt  of  the  personal  representative  may  be  treated  as  assets  in  his 
possession,  the  courts  hold  not  only  that  he  is  to  be  held  responsible 
therefor,  but  that  the  debt  becomes  money  in  his  hands  for  which  hia 
sureties  are  accountable,  without  reference  to  his  solvency  or  insol- 
vency.'^ But  the  better  and  more  general  rule  seems  to  place  the 
obligation  of  the  fiduciary  in  the  same  category,  so  far  as  concernB 
the  liability  of  his  sureties,  with  other  debts  due  the  estate.^  Under 
this  rule  a  surety  is  not  liable  for  an  administrator's  debt  to  the  estate 
beyond  the  principal's  ability  to  pay.'  Similarly,  it  has  been  held 
that  there  is  no  liability  on  the  bond  of  an  administrator  for  a  debt 
owing  from  him  to  his  intestate  if  he  was  insolvent  at  the  time  of  his 
appointment  and  so  continued  throughout  his  administration,  under 
statutes  providing  that  no  executor  or  administrator  shall  be  account- 
able for  any  debts  due  to  the  deceased  if  it  should  appear  that  th^ 
remain  uncollected  without  his  fault.' 

120.  Effect  on  Liens. — The  equitable  rule  that  if  a  debtor  is 
appointed  executor  of  the  will  of  his  creditor,  and  accepts  the  trust, 
the  debt  is  presumed  to  have  been  paid,  and  is  treated  as  assets  in  the 
hands  of  the  executor  for  the  payment  of  debts  and  legacies,  does  not 
operate  to  discharge  a  lien  by  which  such  debt  is  secured  *  at  least  if 
the  estate  or  those  interested  in  it  will  thereby  suffer  or  their  rights  be 
prejudiced  by  the  loss  of  the  security.*  It  has  been  held  that  when  a 
mortgagor  is  appointed  executor  of  the  will  of  his  mortgagee,  and 
accepts  the  trust,  the  mortgage  debt  is  not  thereby  discharged  as  a  lien 
against  the  land,  and  it  thus  becomes  an  asset  of  the  estate,  but 
the  equity  of  redemption  does  not  become  such  an  asset,  and  if 
the  mortgage  debt  is  assigned  to  a  legatee  on  final  distribution,  the 
latter  does  not  acquire  any  interest  in  money  thereafter  received  by 
the  executor  on  his  sale  of  such  equity  of  redemption.' 


Real  Estate  as  Assets 

121.  Rule  at  Common  Law. — At  common  law  the  real  estate  of  a 
decedent  could  not  be  sold  by  the  executor  for  the  payment  of  debts 
of  general  creditors,  unless  it  was  expressly  charged  for  that  purpose, 

20.  Arnold  v.  Arnold,  124  Ala.  650,  3.  Sanders  v.  Dodge,  140  Mich.  236, 

27  So.  465,  82  A.  S.  R.  199.  103  N.  W.  597, 112  A.  S.  R.  399. 

Notes:  26  L.RjL.(N.S.)  417;  2  Ann.  4.  Crow  v.  Conant,  90  Mich.  247,  61 

Cas.  355.  N.  W.  460,  30  A.  S.  R.  427. 

1.  Note:  2  Ann.  Cas.  355.  6.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  408. 

2.  Id  re  Walker,  125  CaL  242,  57  6.  Crow  v.  Conant,  90  Mich.  247,  61 
Pac.  991,  73  A.  S.  R.  40.  N.  W.  460,  30  A.  S.  R.  427. 

Note:  26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  418. 
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since  otherwise  it  descended  to  the  heirs  una£Fected  with  any  power  in 
the  executors,  and  the  remedy  of  the  creditors,*  if  any,  was  against  the 
heirs.^  Real  estate  was  not  liable  for  any  debts  except  those  of  record 
and  specialty  debts  of  the  ancestor  in  which  the  heir  was  specially 
named.*  And  it  seems  that  under  the  English  law,  land  in  the 
hands  of  the  alienees  of  heirs  and  devisees  was  not  chargeable  even 
for  q)ecialty  debts,  but  that  if  the  heirs  and  devisees  sold,  thoy  were 
personally  chargeable.*  The  administrator  could  never  under  any 
circumstances  lay  his  band  upon  the  real  estate  which  had  descended 
to  the  heir,  and  if  a  creditor  draired  to  subject  the  same  to  the  pay- 
ment of  his  claims  against  the  ancestor,  be  was  required  to  bring  his 
action  directly  against  the  heir  for  that  purpose."  Where,  however, 
the  testator  charged  all  his  estate  with  the  payment  of  debts,  then 
after  the  personal  estate  became  exhausted  a  debt  against  the  estate 
would  be  a  charge  on  the  real  estate.^^ 

122.  American  Rule  Generally. — ^In  the  absence  of  statute  the 
courts  in  this  country  in  their  early  decisions  held  that  real  property 
was  not  assets  in  the  hands  of  administrators  for  the  payment  of 
debts."  But  the  policy  of  the  law  here  almost  from  the  earliest 
times  has  been  to  the  contrary,^*  and  to-day  in  many  jurisdictions 
statutes  expressly  make  the  realty  belonging  to  the  estate  of  a  dece- 
dent assets  for  the  payment  of  debts  and  expenses  of  adminis- 
tration,'* and  authorize  an  administrator,  after  he  has  exhausted 
the  personal  estate,  to  apply  to  the  court  and  obtain  leave  to  sell  so 
much  of  the  real  estate  of  which  the  intestate  died  seised,  as  will  be 
sufficient  to  discharge  the  residue  of  the  debts.**  The  power  of  the 

7.  Fiscua  v.  Moore,  121  Ind.  547,  23  11.  Hodgin  t.  Hudgin,  6  Grat  (Va.) 

N.  E.  362,  7  L.R.A.  235;  Sheldon  v.  320,  52  Am.  Dec.  124. 

Rice,  30  Mich.  296,  18  Am.  Rep.  136;  12.  Ludlow  v.  Johnston,  3  Ohio  653, 

Price  V.  Ward,  25  Nev.  203,  68  Pae.  17  Am.  Doc  609. 

849,  46  L.R.A.  459;  Ticknor  v.  Harris,  13.  Note:  79  A.  8.  R.  84. 

14  N.  H.  272,  40  Am.  Dec.  186;  La  Foy  14.  Steele  v.  Steele,  64  Ala.  438,  38 

v.  La  Foy,  43  N.  J.  Eq.  206,  10  Atl.  Am.  Rep.  15;  Doyle  v.  Wade,  23  Fla. 

266,  3  A.  S.  R.  302.  90,  1  So.  616,  11  A.  S.  R.  334;  In  re 

Notes:  51  Am.  Dee.  519;  87  Am.  Gable,  79  la.  178,  44  N.  W.  352,  9 

Dee.  214;  112  A.  S.  R.  1018;  6  L.R.A.  L.R.A.  218;  Milwaid  r.  Shields,  43  S. 

(N.8.)  372.  W.  184,  19  Ky.  h.  Rep.  M76,  39 

See  Descent  AKD  DiSTBTBunoN,  vol.  L.R.A.  606;  Price  t.  Ward,  25  Nev. 

9,  p.  72  et  aeq.,  as  to  devolution  of  title  203,  58  Pac.  849,  46  L.R.A.  459 ;  Agee 


Pac.  216,  88  A.  S.  R.  239;  Soles  v.  J^""  loo  ^  o.  n.  »»u. 

HieknuuL,  29  Pa.  St  342,  72  Am.  Dec.  16.  Choteau  v.  Jones,  U  III.  300,  50 
OSft.  Am.  Dec.  460.   As  to  proeeedings  tc 
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legislature  to  subject  real  estate  to  the  payment  of  debts  cannot  be 
questioned,^'  and  unde^  such  statutes  the  real  estate  of  a  deceased  per- 
son may  be  made  aa  much  and  as  truly  assets  in  the  hands  of  his 
personal  representatives  for  the  payment  of  debts  as  is  his  personal 
property.**  However,  in  some  states  the  statutory  modification  of  the 
common  law  is  to  the  effect  that  real  estate  is  not  assets  in  the  hands 
of  a  personal  representative,  and,  unless  otherwise  charged  by  the 
terms  of  a  will,  is  subject  only  to  the  contingency  of  a  sale  of  so  much 
thereof  as  may  be  nectary  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  estate  in  case  there 
is  not  sufficient  personal  estate  for  that  purpose.*'  The  operation  of 
the  rule  that  real  estate  counts  as  assets  for  the  payment  of  debts  is 
not  impaired  by  the  existence  of  a  prior  encumbrance  or  charge,  such 
as  a  mortgage,  right  of  dower,  or  curtesy,  though  the  rights  of  the 
encumbrancers  will  in  all  cases  be  safeguarded,  as  against  adminis- 
trators,*** and  heirs  and  devisees.*  An  administrator's  right  to  the 
possession  of  the  lands  of  his  int^ate  is  considered  subordinate  to 
the  widow's  right  of  dower.* 

123.  Real  Estate  Treated  as  Personal  Estate. — It  was  early  held 
and  determined  at  law,  that  where  land  was  devised  to  be  sold  by 
executors  or  devised  to  executors  to  be  sold,  the  assets  were  legal ;  but 
this  rule  was  changed  by  later  decisions  of  the  common  law,  and  when 
the  testator  by  his  will  made  his  lands  liable  for  his  debts  a  pure  trust 
arose,  the  proceeds  became  equitable  assets,  and  the  remedy  was  exclu- 
sively in  chancery.  In  this  country  lands  are  generally  held  not  to  be 
equitable  assets,  exclusively  cognizable  in  chancery,  but  legal  assets, 
upon  the  same  footing  as  proceeds  of  goods.'  On  the  theory  of  equi- 
table conversion,  the  proceeds  of  real  estate  sold  under  a  power  of  sale 
conferred  by  the  will  of  a  decedent  have  been  regarded  as  personal 
assets  of  the  estate.*  Real  property  acquired  by  an  administrator  in 
obtaining  satisfaction  of  judgments  forming  a  part  of  the  assets  of  the 
estate  in  his  hands  for  settlement  is  also  usually  treated,  for  purposes 
of  administration,  as  personal  assets  of  such  estate.*   And  the  same 

obtain  sale  of  real  estate,  see  infra,  2.  Bettis  v.  McNider,  137  Ala.  588, 

par.  372  et  seq.  34  So.  813,  97  A.  S.  R.  59;  Faran  v. 

17.  Kibby  v.  Chitwood,  4  T.  B.  Mon.  Robinson,  17  Ohio  St.  242, 93  Am.  Dec. 
(Ky.)  91, 16  Am.  Dec.  143.  617. 

18.  Faran  v.  Robinson,  17  Ohio  St.  3.  Note:  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  358. 

242,  93  Am.  Dec.  617.  4.   Greenland  v.  Waddell,  116  N.  Y. 

19.  Marvin  v.  Bowlby,  142  Mich.  234,  22  N.  E.  367,  15  A.  S.  R.  400; 
245,  105  N.  W.  751,  113  A.  S.  R.  574,  Ross  v.  Barclay,  18  Pa.  St.  179,  55  Am. 
7  Ann.  Cas.  559,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  189.  Dee.  616;  Ntmmo  v.  Com.,  4  Hen.  & 

20.  Shaban  v.  Shahan,  48  W.  Va.  M.  (Va.)  57,  4  Am.  Dec.  488. 
477,  37  S.  E.  552,  86  A.  S.  R.  68.  Note:  19  Ann.  Cas.  564. 

1.  In  re  Packer,  125  Cal.  396,  58     See  generally,  Conversion  and  Rb- 
Pac.  59,  73  A.  S.  R.  58  and  note;  Dor-  oonvebsion,  vol.  6,  p.  1064. 
ranee  v.  Raynsford,  67  Conn.  1,  34      5.  Weir  v.  Bagby,  72  Kan.  67,  82 


Atl.  706,  62  A.  S.  R.  266. 


Pac.  585,  7  Ann.  Gas.  702. 
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is  true  of  real  estate  purchased  by  an  executor  or  administrator  at 
a  foreclosure  sale  under  a  mortgage  l:)^longing  to  the  estate,  or  taken 
in  satisfaction  of  such  a  mortgage 

124.  Lands  Covered  by  Fraudulent  Deed. — As  in  the  case  of  fraud- 
ulent conveyances  of  personalty,'  where  a  grantor  in  a  deed  fraudulent 
as  to  creditors  dies  in  possession  of  the  property  granted,  it  is  usually 
considered  to  be  assets  in  the  hands  of  his  administrator,^  when  the 
persona!  property  is  insufficient  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  decedent  ;• 
but  where  land  has  been  conveyed  in  fraud  of  creditors,  and  at  the 
time  of  the  death  of  the  grantor  is  no  longer  in  his  possession,  it 
cannot  be  reached  as  assets  of  his  estate.*** 

125.  Homesteads. — Under  acts  of  Congress  and  the  laws  of  some 
states  homestead  rights  existing  at  the  death  of  a  man  who  is  the 
head  of  a  household  are  saved  for  the  benefit  of  his  widow  and  children 
so  that  they  cannot  be  resorted  to  by  the  executor  or  administrator  as 
assets  for  the  payment  of  debts.**  The  general  rule  is  that  the  home- 
stead does  not  belong  to  the  estate  of  the  decedent  leaving  wife  or 
children  and  ia  not  assets  for  the  payment  of  his  debts.**  .According 
to  the  particular  statute,  unlawful  sale  by  an  administrator  may  be 
forbidden  by  statute  and  made  punishable  as  a  misdemeanor,*'  or, 
subject  to  the  widow's  right,  it  may  be  sold  by  order  of  the  probate 
court  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  disceased  husband,**  or  it  may 
not  survive  the  widow's  death  so  as  to  vest  a  hnmestead  riE;ht  in  the 
children  of  the  marriage."  On  the  death  of  a  landholder  leaving 
neither  minor  child  nor  widow,  in  most  jurisdictions  the  descent  of 
the  homestead  is  governed  by  the  same. rules  as  those  which  govern  in 
the  descent  of  his  other  landed  estate,  and  such  homestead  in  like 

6.  Haberman  v.  Baker,  128  N.  T.  77  <!al.  54,  18  Pae.  808,  11  A.  S.  R. 
253,  28  N.  E.  370,  13  L^Jl.  611,        235-;  Sanders  v.  Kussell,  86  Cal.  119, 

Note:  7  Ann.  Cas.  704.  24  Pac.  852,  21  A.  S.  R.  26  and  note; 

7.  See  supra,  par.  112.  Stuckey  v.  Watkins,  112  Ga.  2C8,  37 

8.  Kent  v.  Lyon,  4  Fla.  474,  56  Am.  S.  E.  401,  81  A.  8.  R.  47;  Broyles  v. 
Dec.  404;  Beith  v.  Porter,  119  Mich.  Cox,  153  Mo.  242,  64  S.  W.  488,  77 
365,  78  N.  W.  336.  75  A.  S.  R.  402.  A.  S.  R.  714. 

9.  State  v.  Parsons,  147  lud.  679,  47  Notes:  12  A.  8.  B.  90  :  66  L.R.A. 
N.  E.  17,  62  A.  S.  R.  430.  63,  64. 

Note:  3  A.  S.  R.  741.  See  generally,  Homestead. 

10.  Sifford  V.  Cutler,  244  HI.  234,  12.  Gjerstadengen  v.  Van  Dozen,  7 
91  N.  E.  428, 135  A.  S-  R-  326, 18  Ann.  N.  D.  612,  76  N.  W.  233,  66  A.  8.  B. 
Cas.  36.   See  infra,  par.  309  et  seq.,  679. 

as  to  proceedings  to  recover  property  13.  Bond  v.  Montgomery,  56  Ark. 

fraudulently  conveyed.   And  see  gen-  563,  20  S.  W.  525,  35  A.  S.  R.  119. 

crally,  Fraudulekt  Conveyances.  14.  Bobbins  v.  Boalware,  190  life. 

11.  Bond  V.  Montgomezy,  56  Ark.  33,  88  S.  W.  674, 109  A.  S.  R.  746. 
fi63,  20  S.  W.  525,  35  A.  S.  R.  119;  15.  Brewer  t.  Wall,  23  Tex.  586,  76 
Estate  of  Rowland,  74  Cal.  523,  16  Am.  Dec.  76. 

Fao.  315,  5  A.  8.  R.  464;  BuU  v.  Coe, 
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manner  as  other  real  estate  becomes  assete  for  the  payment  of  the 
decedent's  debts.** 

126.  Rights  of  Entry  under  Federal  Laws. — Under  acts  of  Con- 
gress relating  to  pre-emption  of  public  land,  an  unperfected  right  of 
entry  is  not  considered  inheritable,  but  on  the  death  of  one  having  such 
right  it  ceased  and  his  heirs  become  entitled  to  a  patent,  not  because 
they  have  succeeded  to  his  equitable  interest,  but  because  the  law 
gives  them  preference  as  new  pre-emptors,  allowing  to  them  the  bene- 
fit of  the  residence  of  their  ancestor  upon  the  land.  Accordingly 
such  unperfected  right  of  entry  is  not  assets  belonging  to  the  estate 
of  the  ancestor.*'  As  a  general  rule  no  authority  is  given  to  an  execu- 
tor or  administrator  to  consummate  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors  the 
inchoate  claim  of  the  decedent  in  such  cases."  Thus,  it  has  been 
held  that  where  a  patent  to  land  was  procured  by  an  administrator 
on  behalf  of  his  intestate,  and  issued  to  the  heirs  of  the  latter,  the 
land  did  not  become  part  of  the  intestate's  estate,  and  a  sale  of  it  under 
order  of  the  probate  court,  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  estate,  was  null  and 
void  as  against  the  heirs.*'  It  may  be  stated  as  a  general  rule  that 
in  construing  laws  relative  to  pre-emption,  homestead,  timber  culture, 
and  donation  land  claims,  it  is  generally  held  that  the  heirs  of  a 
settler  or  claimant,  where  the  word  "heirs"  is  used  in  such  statutes, 
take  directly  from  the  United  States  as  its  donees,  and  not  by 
descent.**  However,  it  has  been  held  that  the  possessory  right  of  the 
locator  of  a  mining  claim,  who  has  not  applied  for  a  patent  under 
the  federal  law  giving  locators,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  the  right  of 
possession,  does  not  go  directly  to  the  heirs  of  the  locator  upon  his 
death  as  beneficiaries  of  the  government,  but  they  take  by  (descent 
from  the  locator,  so  that  the  estate  is  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
probate  court  and  may  be  used  as  assets  for  the  payment  of  the  debts 
of  the  locator.  It  has  also  been  held  that  a  land  certificate  granted 
by  special  statute  to  the  heirs  of  a  person  named,  in  consideration  of 
his  right  to  receive  it  personally,  is  not  a  gift  to  the  heirs  of  such 
person,  but  it  forms  part  of  the  assets  of  his  estate  after  his  death,  and 
during  administration  thereon  is  subject  to  sale  for  the  payment  of 
his  debts.*    Under  federal  statutes  exempting  federal  homesteads 

16.  FellowB  r.  Lewis,  65  Ala.  343,  BDnov,  vol.  9,  p.  67  et  seq.  And  see 
39  Am.  Rep.  1:  Dettcner  v.  Behrens,  generallv,  Pimjc  Lands. 

106  la.  686,  76  N.  W.  863,  68  A.  S.  R.  18.  Towner  r.  Rodegeb.  33  Wash. 
326.  153.  74  Pae.  60,  99  A.  S.  R.  936. 

17.  Bnrna  t.  Hamilton,  33  Ala.  210,  10.  Coulson  v.  Wing,  42  Kan.  507, 
70  Am.  Dee.  670;  Qjerstadengen  v.  22  Pae.  570,  16  A.  S.  R.  503. 

Van  Dnzen,  7  N.  D.  612,  76  N.  W.  233,     20.  O'Connell    v.    Pinnacle  Gold 
66  A  8.  R.  679;  Qjerstadengen  v.  Kines  Co..  140  Fed.  864,  72  C.  G.  A. 
Hartzell,  9  N.  D.  268,  83  M.  W.  230,  645,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  919. 
81  A.  S.  R.  676;  Towner  v.  Rodegeb,     1.  Lyne  v.  Sanford,  82  Tez.  68,  19 
33  Wash.  163,  74  Pae.  60,  99  A.  S.  R.  S.  W.  847,  27  A.  6.  R.  862. 
036.    See  also  Dsscent  and  Disna- 

■  122 


Digitized  by  Google 


11  B.  G.  I*.       EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTRATORS       H  127,  128 


from  liability  for  debts  contracted  before  the  issue  of  patent,  such 
hoDQestead  after  it  has  once  become  tlie  property  of  the  homesteader 
is  subject  to  due  course  of  administration,  and  as  far  as  the  federal 
laws  are  concerned  may  be  used  as  assets  to  pay  his  debts; '  though,  of 
Aourse,  the  property  may  be  exempt  under  state  laws.' 

127.  Rent — The  rents  of  the  real  estate  accruing  subsequently  to 
the  death  of  the  owner  are  regarded  as  part  of  the  realty  from  which 
they  are  derived/  and  as  belonging  to  the  heirs  and  as  not  being  assets 
passing  to  the  executor  or  administrator.'  As  against  heirs,  therefore, 
the  general  rule  is  that  an  executor  or  administrator  has  no  right  to 
the  rents  accruing  from  the  real  estate  after  the  death  of  the  dec&dent.* 
So,  if  rents  accruing  after  the  testator's  death  come  into  his  hands  he 
cannot  apply  them  to  the  payment  of  ,  debts  of  the  decedent,'  and 
if,  without  authority,  he  collects  rents  of  the  decedent's  real  estate  and 
uses  them  as  assets  in  paying  the  debts  of  the  estate,  he  will  be  liable 
to  the  party  entitled  to  such  rents,  who  may  bring  an  action  against 
him  for  them.'  Where  the  personal  representative  holds  possession  of 
Uie  real  estate  be  is  usually  deemed  to  receive  the  rents  and  profits 
as  trustee  for  the  heirs,  not  for  the  creditors.*  The  normal  rule  is 
that  where  the  title  of  the  heir  is  divested  in  order  to  apply  the  real 
estate  as  assets  in  payment  of  the  decedent's  debts  tho  heir  meanwhile 
is  deemed  the  owner  and  is  entitled  to  the  rents  and  mesne  proBts.^** 
But  in  some  jurisdictions  an  administrator  or  executor  is,  by  statute, 
given  the  right  to  intercept  the  rents  in  certain  cases  for  certain  pur- 
poses,'^ and  apply  them  as  assets  for  the  payment  of  debts.'* 

128.  Rights  and  Agreements  as  to  Realty. — Since  the  rights  of 
an  executor  or  administrator  in  real  and  personal  assets  belonging  to 
a  decedent's  estate  are  in  many  respects  different,  it  frequently 
becomes  a  question  of  considerable  moment  whether  particular  rights 
and  kinds  of  property  are  to  be  treated  as  realty  or  personalty  in  the 
administration  of  estates.  Thus>  the  interest  of  a  vendee  in  an  execu- 

S.  ajeratadennn  t.  Van  Dnzen,  7  Ins.  on  Lives,  etc.,  168  Pa.  St.  431,  32 

N.  D.  612,  76  N.  W.  233,  66  A.  S.  B.  Atl.  25,  47  A.  S.  R.  893. 

679.  8.  Smith  v.  Wiley,  22  Ala.  306,  58 

S.  Se^  supra,  par.  125.  Am.  Dee.  262;  Conger  v.  Atwood,  28 

4.  Id  re  De  Bemal,  165  Cal.  223,  Ohio  St.  134,  22  Am.  Rep.  362. 

131  Pac  375,  Ann.  Caa.  1914D  26.  9.  McCoy  v.  Scott,  2  Rawle  (Pa.) 

5.  Conger  v.  Atwood,  28  Ohio  St.  222.  19  Am.  Dee.  640. 

134,  22  Ara.  Rep.  362;  Cameron  v.  10.  Smith  v.  McConnell,  17  HI.  136, 

Cameron,  15  Wis.  1,  82  Am,  Dec.  652.  63  Am.  Dec.  340. 

Note:  19  Ann.  Cas.  565.    See  D».  11.  Mayer  v.  Kom^av,  163  Ala. 

SCEKT  AND  DISTRIBUTION,  vol.  9,  p.  371,  50  So.  880,  136  A,  S.  R.  79  and 

685  et  seq.  note. 

6.  Dixon  V.  Niccolls,  39  Dl.  372,  89  12.  Beckett  v.  Selover,  7  Cal.  215, 
Am.  Dec.  312;  Shawhan  t.  Long,  26  68  Am.  Deff.  237;  McQuittv  v.  Wilhite, 
la.  488,  96  Am.  Dec.  164.  218  Mo.  586,  117  S.  W.  730,  131  A, 

Note:  19  Ann.  Caa.  565.  S,  R.  561. 

7.  Appeal  of  Penns>ylvania  Co.  for     Note:  119  A.  S.  R.  587. 
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tory  contract  for  the  purchase  of  lands  is  usually  deemed  to  be  real 
and  not  personal  assets,^'  while  the  interest  of  a  vendor  in  a  partially 
performed  contract  to  purchase  laud  of  which  the  vendee  has  been  put 
in  possession  is  considered  personalty  which  passes  at  once  to  the  per- 
sonal representative.^'  So  also,  surplus  money  arising  from  the  sale  of 
mortgaged  premises  is  considered  as  part  of  the  real  estate  of  the 
deceased  mortgagor,  and  goes  to  the  heirs,  and  not  to  the  adminis- 
trator.i*  An  equity  of  redemption  of  a  mortgagor  in  like  manner 
descends  to  his  heirs.'* 

129.  Leaseholds. — ^At  common  law,  and  in  nearly  all  jurisdictions 
to-day,  the  interest  of  a  person  having  a  lease  of  real  estate  is  treated  as 
personalty,  and  as  such  will  pass  to  the  executor  or  administrator  as 
personal  assets.'^  This  seems  to  be  true  even  where  such  leaseholds 
have  been  specifically  devised.'^  It  has  been  held  that  an  agreement 
by  a  landlord  contained  in  a  lease  to  convey  the  leased  land  to  the 
tenant  upon  the  expiration  of  the  term  and  the  payment  of  an  agreed 
purchase  price  gives  the  tenant  a  right  to  purchase  which  will  pass  to 
his  administrator.  Where  statutes  have  provided  that  a  widow 
shall  be  given  dower  in  a  leasehold  for  twenty  years  or  more,  which 
must  be  assigned  to  her  as  in  real  estate,  the  courts  have  held  that  the 
leasehold,  in  spite  of  these  statutes,  is  personal  property^  and  that  so 
much  of  it  as  is  not  given  to  the  widow  passes  to  the  administrator  as 
assets  of  the  estate  of  the  lessee.^  In  some  jurisdictions  leaseholds 
can  be  sold  only  after  a  special  petition  has  been  filed  accompanied  by 
an  inventory  of  the  decedent's  rf^l  estate  and  the  remaining  personal 
property,  and  a  list  of  debts  remaning  unpaid.' 

130.  Crops. — All  annual  industrial  fruits  such  as  com  and  bops 
are  commonly  called  emblements.  These  emblements,  on  the  death 
of  the  owner  of  the  land,  piiss  to  his  personal  representative  and  not  to 
his  heir.  In  cases  in  which  the  tenant  for  life  is  entitled  to  such 
emblements  hia  executor,  on  his  death,  likewise  succeeds  to  them 

13.  Hovorfta  V.  Havlik,  68  Neb.  14,  17.  Orchard  v.  Wright-Dalton-Bell- 
93  N.  W.  990,  110  A.  S.  R.  387.  Anchor  Store  Co.,  225  Mo.  414, 126  S. 

14.  Bowen  v.  Lansing,  129  Mich.  W.  486,  20  Ann.  Cas.  1072. 

117,  88  N.  W.  384,  95  A.  S.  R.  427,  18.  Andrew  v.  Wrigley,  4  Bro.  C. 
67  L.R.A.  643  and  note.  C.  125,  2  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  137  and  note. 

Note:  57  L.R.A,  646  et  seq.  19.  Gustin  v.  Union  School,  Dist.,  94 

See  also  Descent  and  Distbtou-  Mich.  502,  54  N.  W.  158,  34  A.  S.  R. 
TION,  vol.  9,  p.  82  et  seq.  361. 

16.  Moses  V.  Murgatroyd,  1  Johns.  20.  Moody  v.  Peyton,  135  Mo.  482, 
Ch.  (N.  Y.)  119,  7  Am.  Dec.  478;  36  S.  W.  621,58  A.  S.  R.  604;  Orchard 
Dunning  v.  Ocean  Nat.  Bank,  61  N.  v.  Wright-Dai  ton-Bell- Anchor  Store 
Y.  497, 19  Am.  Rep.  293.  Co.,  225  Mo.  414,  125  S.  W.  486,  20 

16.  MeQuiltv  v.  Wilhite,  218  Mo.  Ann.  Cas.  1072. 
586,  117  8.  W.  730,  131  A.  S.  R.  561.     1.  Orchard  v.  Wright.Dalton-Bell- 
See  Descent  and  Distribution,  vol.  Anchor  Store  Co.,  225  Mo.  414^  1^ 
g,  p.  84  et  seq.    And  see  generally,  S.  W.  486, 20  Ann.  Gas.  1072. 

MORTQAGKS. 
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instead  of  his  heir.*  And  the  representative's  right  to  emblements 
cannot  be  defeated  by  evidence  of  the  condition  of  the  tenant's  health 
at  the  time  of  planting  the  land,  nor  by  his  knowledge  that  his  life 
vould  not  continue  until  the  maturity  of  the  crop.'  Nor  does  the 
representative's  right  depend  on  whether  the  land  was  cultivated  in 
a  husbandlike  manner  or  the  crop  planted  in  the  customary  way.* 
As  between  heir  and  executor  or  administrator  all  such  emblements 
are  treated  as  chattels,  and  as  assets  for  the  payment  of  debts.'  But, 
except  under  particular  statutes,*  while  crops  growing  at  the  time  of 
the  testator's  death  go  to  the  representative  as  against  the  heir,  yet  as 
between  the  representative  and  a  devisee  of  the  land  the  latter  is  con- 
sidered as  entitled  to  them.'  And  under  special  statutes  in  some  stat^ 
crops  on  the  land  at  the  time  of  the  owner's  death  are  treated  as 
assets  for  payment  of  debts,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  will 
of  the  decedent  implies  that  they  should  belong  to  the  devisee.  The 
position  is  taken  that  nothing  short  of  an  express  direction  will  avoid 
the  application  of  the  statute.'  Where  growing  crops  have  been  sowed 
and  planted  by  the  heirs  of  a  decedent  after  his  death,  the  purchaser 
of  the  real  estate  on  which  such  crops  are  growing  at  the  time  of  an 
administrator's  sale  of  the  land  acquires  no  title  to  tlie  crop*  Growing 
grass  partakes  of  the  nature  of  realty,  and  usually  follows  the  land  and 
belongs  to  the  heir  or  devisee  thereof.^**  The  interest  of  the  grantee 
of  a  contract  for  the  sale  of  growing  timber  to  be  removed  within  a 
certain  period  of  years  is  a  determinable  fee  in  real  estate,  and  passes 
to  his  heirs,  and  not  to  his  administrator.**  Manure  which  was  a  part 
of  a  decedent's  personal  property  at  the  time  of  his  death  is  chargeable 
as  such  against  the  administrator  of  the  estate,  though  he  has  spread 
it,  in  the  usual  course  of  good  husbandry,  upon  the  land  of  decedent 
and  has  sold  the  land  for  the  payment  of  debts  of  the  estate.  But 
manure  taken  from  the  barnyard  of  an  intestate,  and  piled  upon  his 
land,  though  not  broken  up  nor  rotten,  nor  in  a  proper  state  for  incor- 
poration with  the  soil,  is  part  of  the  realty,  and  not  assets  in  the  hands 
of  his  personal  representatives.** 

2.  See  Chops,  vol.  8,  p.  368  et  seq.  350,  18  Am.  Rep.  227;  Smith  v.  Bar- 

3.  Bradley  v.  Bailey,  56  Conn.  374,  ham,  if  N.  C.  420,  25  Am.  Dee.  721. 

15  Atl.  746,  7  A.  S.  R.  316,  1  L.RA.  8.  Gordon  v.  James,  86  Miss.  719, 
427.  39  So.  18,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  461. 

4.  Bradley  v.  Bailey,  66  Conn.  374,     9.  Barrett  v.  Choen,  119  Ind.  66, 

16  AtL  74«,  7  A.  S,  R.  316,  1  L,R.A.  58,  20  N.  E.  145,  21  N.  E.  322,  12  A. 
427.  ,  S.  R.  363. 

6.  Dennett  v.  Hopkinson,  63  Me.  10.  In  re  Chamberlain,  140  N.  T. 

350,  18  Am.  Rep.  227,  In  re  Cham-  390,  35  N.  E.  602,  37  A.  S.  R.  568. 

berlain,  140  N.  Y,  390,  35  N.  E.  602,  11.  Midvette  v.  Grubbs,  145  N.  C. 

37  A.  S.  R.  568;  Bradshaw  v.  ElUa,  85,  58  S.  E.  795, 13  L.R.A.(N.S.)  278 

22  N.  C.  20,  32  Am.  Dec.  686.  and  note. 

6.  In  re  Chamberhiin,  140  N.  Y.  12.  Fay  v.  Muezey,  13  Gray  (Mass.) 
390,  36  N.  E.  602,  37  A.  S.  R.  568.  53,  74  Am.  Dec.  619  and  note. 

7.  Dennett  v.  HopkiiUKm,  63  Me. 
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Priority  of  AsaeU  in  Payment  of  Debts 

131.  Personalty  as  Primary  Fund. — The  general  rule  aa  between 
the  real  and  personal  assets  belonging  to  an  ^ate  is  that  the  person- 
alty is  the  primary  fund  for  the  payment  of  debts.**  It  is  only  when 
the  personal  estate  has  been  exhausted  that  the  real  estate  may  be 
held  liable  for  the  payment  of  debts.**  If  the  personal  property  is 
sufficient  to  meet  all  the  debts,  the  administrator  does  not  have  any 
right  to  proceed  against  the  real  estate."  Similarly,  an  heir  or  devisee 
ia  under  no  legal  liability  to  discharge  the  debt  of  bis  ancestor  or 
devisor  from  whom  he  takes  real  estate,  except  when  the  personal 
estate  of  such  ancestor  or  devisor  is  insufficient  to  pay  such  debt.** 
Yet  it  has  been  held  that  the  land  of  a  decedent  is  not  discharged  from 
liability  as  to  his  debts  because  certain  personal  property  which  came 
into  the  bands  of  his  executor  has  been  wasted.*'  And,  contrary  to 
the  general  rule,  in  some  jurisdictions  land  is  placed  by  statute  on 
the  same  bans  as  personal  estate  as  regards  its  liability  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  decedent's  debts.**  In  these  jurisdictions  real  estate  is 
not  merely  the  secondary  fund  for  the  payment  of  the  decedent's 
debts,  but  the  estate,  real  and  personal,  is  equally  liable,  unless  some 


13.  Pollard  t.  Seears,  28  Ala.  484,  92  A.  a  R.  48;  Cooeh  t.  Cooeh,  6 
66  Am.  Dee.  364;  Beckett  t.  Selover,  Boost.  (DeL)  540,  1  A.  S.  B.  161; 
7  Cal.  216,  68  Am.  Dec.  237;  Cooch  Fiscus  t.  Moorv,  121  Ind.  547,  23  N. 
T.  Cooeb,  6  Houst.  (Del.)  540,  1  A.  E.  362,  7  L.R.A.  235;  Qoodwin  t. 
S.  R.  161;  Unknown  Heirs  v.  Kimhnll,  Jones,  3  Mass.  514,  3  Am.  Dec.  173; 
4  Ind.  646,  68  Am.  Dee.  638;  Martin  Marvin  v.  Bowlby,  142  Mich.  245, 105 
T.  Wyncoop,  12  Ind.  266,  74  Am.  Dec.  N.  W.  761, 113  A.  S.  R.  574,  7  Ann. 
209;  Chase  v.  Lockennan,  11  Oill  &  J.  Cas.  659,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  189;  Russell 
(Md.)  185,  35  Am.  Dec.  277;  Gordon  v.  Russell,  36  N.  T.  681,  93  Am.  Dec 
V.  James,  86  Miss.  719,  39  So.  18,  1  540 ;  Newby  v.  Skinner,  21  N.  C.  488, 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  461  and  note;  Sweeney  31  Am.  Dec  397;  Smith  t.  Wildman, 
v.  Warren,  127  N.  Y.  426,  28  N.  E.  178  Pa.  St.  245,  36  Atl.  1047,  66  A,  8. 
413,  24  A.  S.  R.  468;  Robards  R.  760,  36  L.R.A.  834;  CCminer  v. 
Wortbaro,  17  N.  G.  173,  22  Am.  Dec  O'Gonuer,  88  Tenn.  76, 12  S.  W.  447, 
738;  Foster's  Appeal,  74  Pa.  St  391,  7  L.RJl.  33. 

16  Am.  Rep.  553;  In  re  Hunt,  19  R.     16.  Mayer  v.  Eomegay,  163  Ala. 

I.  139,  32  Atl.  204,  61  A.  S.  R.  743  ;  371,  60  So.  880,  136  A.  8.  R.  79; 

O'Conner  v.  O'Conner,  88  Tenn.  76,  Martin  v.  Wyncoop,  12  Ind.  266,  74 

12  S.  W.  447,  7  L.R.A.  33;  French  t.  Am.  Dec  209:  Beardsley  t.  Knight, 

Yradenburg,  105  Va.  16,  52  8.  E.  695,  10  Vt  186,  33  Am.  Dec  193. 

116  A.  S.  R.  838,  8  Ann.  Cas.  690,  3     16.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  1019. 

L.RJL.(N.S.)  898;  Elliott  t.  Dearsley,     17.  Smith  v.  Seaton,  117  Pa.  St.  382, 

16  Ch.  D.  322,  2  Eng.  Rol.  Cas.  234  11  AU.  661,  2  A.  S.  R.  668. 

and  note.  18.  MoDade  t.  Bnrch,  7  6a.  659,  60 

Notes:  16  Am.  Dec  106.  Am.  Dee.  407;  Oxsheer  t.  Nave,  90 

See  Descent  AND  DiSTBiBDTiON,  vol.  Tex.  568,  40  S.  W.  7,  37  L.R.A.  98; 

9,  p.  92  et  seq.  Rock  Springs  First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Lnd- 

14.  State  T.  Williams,  131  Ala.  56,  vigsen,  8  Wyo.  230,  56  Pac  994,  67 
30  So.  782.  90  A.  S.  R.  17;  Henley  t.  Pac  034,  80  A.  a  B.  928. 
Johnston,  134  Ala.  646,  32  So.  1009, 
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equitable  reason  requires  the  creditor  to  proceed  first  against  the 
personal  estate." 

132.  Effect  of  Debts  Being  Charged  on  Realty. — ^Real  estate  of  a 
decedent  may  be  made  liable  for  the  payment  of  his  debts  before  any 
exhaustion  of  the  personalty  when  by  will  the  debts  are  expressly 
made  a  charge  on  the  realty.*'  There  is  some  conflict  as  to  the  right 
to  charge  an  heir's  share  with  a  debt  due  by  him  to  the  estate/  but 
it  has  been  held  that  the  debt  of  a  devisee  owed  by  him  to  the  testator 
cannot  be  charged  on  lands  devised  to  him  by  the  testator  in  the 
absence  of  language  in  the  will  making  such  debt  a  charge.'  A  mere 
direction  to  an  executor  to  sell  real  estate  does  not  make  the  proceeds 
necessarily  liable  as  personal  assets,  but  they  will  be  applicable  to  the 
payment  of  debts  only  when  the  assets  personal  in  their  character 
shall  have  been  exhausted.*  In  some  junsdictions  the  ordinary  rule 
as  to  the  marshaling  of  assets  of  a  decedent,  that  the  personal  prop- 
erty is  to  be  Brst  applied  in  the  payment  of  debts,  is  considered  of  such 
fundamental  importance  that  it  is  applied  even  when  the  real  estate 
has  been  charged  with  the  payment  of  debts,*  and  in  order  that  debts 
may  be  a  charge  on  the  land  of  the  estate  of  a  decedent  their  debts 
must  be  in  excess  of  the  value  of  the  personal  property.*  Where,  how* 
ever,  both  personal  and  real  property  are  equally  and  expressly 
charged  with  the  payment  of  debts  they  stand  on  the  same  footing, 
and  each  contributes  ratably  to  the  discharge  of  the  common  burden.* 

133.  Order  of  Liability  of  Particular  Classes  of  Property. — As  a 
rule  the  courts  recognize  a  certain  order  of  availability  for  debts 
among  the  several  classes  of  real  and  personal  property  passing  under 
a  will.  For  example,  it  has  been  stated  that  the  different  funds  or 
subjects  of  property  constituting  the  estate  of  a  deceased  testator  must 
be  applied  to  the  payment  of  debts  in  the  following  order:  (1)  the 
personal  estate  at  large,  not  exempted  by  the  terms  of  the  will  or 
necessary  implication;  (2)  real  estate  or  an  interest  therein  expressly 
set  apart  by  the  will  for  such  payment;  (3)  real  estate  descended 
to  the  heirs;  (4)  real  or  personal  property  expressly  charged  with  the 
payment  of  debts,  and  subject  to  such  charge,  specifically  devised  or 

■bequeathed;  (5)  general  pecuniary  legacies;  (6)  specific  legacies;  (7) 
real  estate  devised  by  the  will.^  An  adherence  to  such  an  order  of  prior 
liability  for  the  payment  of  debts  has  the  effect  of  making  some 
classes  of  real  estate  available  before  some  classes  of  personalty.  Thus, 

19.  Sockley  r.  Rotchford,  12  Grat  426,  28  N.  E.  413,  24  A  8.  R.  468 
(Ysi.)  60,  65  Am.  Dec.  240.  and  note. 

20.  RobardB  v.  Wortham,  17  N.  C.  4.  Foster's  Appeal,  74  Pa.  St  391, 
173,  22  Am.  Dec.  738.  16  Am.  Rep.  553. 

1.  See  Descent  and  DismrBTmON,  5.  Maver  v.  Kornegay,  163  Ala.  371, 
vol.  9,  p.  108  et  seq.  50  So.  880,  136  A.  S.  R.  79. 

2.  La  Foy  v.  La  Foy,  43  N.  J.  Eq.  6.  French  v.  Vradenborg,  105  Va. 
206,  10  Atl.  266,  30  A  8.  R.  302.  16,  52  S.  E.  695,  115  A.  fi.  R.  838,  8 
See  generally,  Wn.LS.  Ann.  Cas.  590,  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  898. 

S.  Sweeney  v.  Wamsn,  127  N.  Y.     7.  Txtach  t.  Yzadenboig,  106  Ta. 
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where  personalty  has  been  specifically  devised  and  there  is  undevised 
land  belonging  to  the  estate,  such  land  will  be  the  first  to  be  liable  for 
the  payment  of  debts.*  It  is  said  that  specific  legacies  are  favorites 
of  the  law.  So,  when  the  personal  estate  is  insufficient  a  lapsed 
devise  will  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  debts,  in  preference  to 
specific  legacies.*  Similarly,  general  legacies  will  not  be  applicable 
to  the  payment  of  debts  until  after  any  real  estate  devised  in  trust 
expressly  for  such  payment,  or  which  is  charged  with  their  pay- 
ment, and  all  land  descended  to  the  heir  have  been  exhausted.'" 
But  where  none  of  the  real  ^tate  is  charged  with  the  payment  of 
debts,  specific  legacies,  even  those  to  the  widow  of  the  testator,  are 
applicable  in  payment  before  devised  realty.'^  The  courts  have 
fdso  held  that  lands  descending  to  the  heir  are  applicable  to  the 
payment  of  debts  in  exoneration  of  all  but  residuary  legacies,  or 
of  lands  specifically  devised  for  such  payment. On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  obvious  that  even  real  estate  which  has  been  specifi- 
cally bequeathed  may,  when  other  asseta  are  exhausted,  be  resorted 
to  for  the  payment."  Such  rules  as  to  priority  in  the  payment 
of  debts  apply  only  where  the  testator  has  made  no  other  direction  as 
to  which  funds  shall  be  primarily  liable.  The  testator  may  entirely 
or  partially  change  the  natural  order  of  liability,  either  by  express 
words  or  by  a  plain  indication  of  such  intention.'*  Yet  as  against 
his  creditors  a  man  cannot  exempt  by  his  will  the  liability  of  his 
personal  estate  to  the  payment  of  his  debts.'*  Where  there  is  a 
deficiency  of  personal  property  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  testator,  and 
the  creditors  have  taken  personal  property  specifically  devised,  in 
most  jurisdictions  the  specific  legatees  are  recognized  as  having  a 
right  to  be  subrogated  to  the  rights  of  such  creditors  as  against  the 
real  estate  descended  to  the  heir,'* 

VI,  POWEBS,  DUTIBS  AND  LlABILITIBS 

Powers  in  Qeneral 

134.  Powers  of  Executors  before  Probate;  Common  Law  Rule. — 
Since  the  authority  of  an  executor  is  derived  from  the  will  and  not 

16,  62  S.  E.  695,  115  A.  S.  R.  838,  8  173,  22  Am.  Dec.  738. 

Ann.  Cas.  590,  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  898.        13.  Newby  v.  Skinner,  21  N.  C.  488, 

8.  Earle  v.  Coberly,  65  W.  Va.  163,  31  Am.  Dec.  397. 

64  e.  E.  628,  17  Ann.  Cas.  479.  14.  O'Conner  v.  O'Conner,  88  Tenn. 

9.  Schley  v.  CoHis,  47  Fed.  250,  13  76,  12  S.  W.  447,  7  L.R.A.  33. 
L.R.A.  567.  16.  Trumbo  v.  Sorrenev,  3  T.  B. 

10.  Earle  v.  Coberly,  65  W.  Va.  163,  Mon.  (Ky.)  284,  16  Am.  Dec.  103. 
64  S.  E.  628,  17  Ann.  Cas.  479.  16.  Trumbo  v.  Sorrency,  3  T.  B. 

11.  Rogers  v.  Rogers,  3  Wend.  (N.  Mon.  (Ky.).  284^  16  Am.  Dec  lOS 
T.)  503,  20  Am.  Dec.  716.  and  note. 

12.  Bobards  v.  Wortham,  17  N.  C.  Kote:  18  Am.  Dee.  106. 
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from  the  letters  testamentary  or  the  action  of  the  probate  court,^' 
an  executor,  before  probate,  could  at  common  law  take  possession  and 
dispose  of  the  personalty  of  his  testator  and  perform  almost  any  act 
pertaining  to  his  office,**  except  to  bring  or  defend  suits,*'  or  to  exer- 
ciae  such  powers  as  require  profert  of  the  letters  testamentary.*"  The 
title  to  the  personal  property  belonging  to  a  decedent  vested  in  his 
executor  at  once,  even  before  probate  of  the  will.*  Some  authori- 
ties bold  that  he  had  the  power  of  bringing  suit  but  could  not  declare 
in  such  action  for  the  technical  reason  that  he  could  not  make  profert 
of  his  letters.*  It  has  been  said  that  in  equity  practice  an  executor 
named  in  a  will  may  file  a  bill  in  bis  capacity  as  executor  before  pro- 
bate of  the  will,  and  maintain  an  action  as  such  executor,  provided 
he  secures  probate  of  the  will  before  the  hearing  of  the  cause.' 

135.  Rule  in  the  United  States.— As  a  rule  in  the  United  States 
executors  are  not  permitted  to  exercise  their  powers  before  probate  of 
the  will  and  the  granting  of  letters  except  to  a  very  limited  extent.^ 
In  general,  even  this  limited  power  is  possessed  only  by  virtue  of  the 
statutes  conferring  it  on  the  person  named  as  executor.*  Their 
authority  is  generally  restricted  by  statute  to  those  acts  which  are 
strictly  necessary  and  indispensable,  such  as  providing  for  the  decent 
burial  of  the  deceased,  the  preservation  of  the  property  of  the  es- 
tate,* and  the  comfortable  support  of  the  family  until  the  will 
can  be  probated.'  Similarly  an  executor  is  entitled  to  retain  the 
testator's  perishable  property  necessary  for  the  support  of  stock  dur- 
ing the  interval  between  the  death  of  the  testator  and  Uie  probate  of 
the  will.*  In  some  states  although  an  executor  is  forbidden  to  inter- 
meddle with  the  estate  before  grant  of  letters  testamentary,  except  to 

17.  Berry  t.  HamUton,  12  B.  Mon.  73  C.  C.  A.  84,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  657; 
<Ky.)  191,  54  Am.  Dec.  615;  Hartnett  Arnold  v.  Arnold,  35  N.  C.  174,  66 
T.  Wandell  60  N.  Y.  346, 19  Am.  Rep.  Am.  Dec.  434  and  note. 

194;  DuoniDg  v.  Ocean  Nat.  Bank,  61  Note:  13  Kng.  Rul.  Cas.  9,  12. 

N.  Y.  497,  19  Am.  Rep.  293;  Oovemor  3.  Leahy  v.  Haworth,  141  Fed.  850, 

T.  WilUams,  25  N.  C.  152,  38  Am.  Dee.  73  C.  C.  A.  84,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  657. 

712;  Pomeroys  Appeal,  127  Pa.  St.  4.  Hartnett  v.  Wandell,  60  N.  T. 

492, 18  AU.  4,  4  L.R.A.  367.  346,  19  Am.  Rep.  194. 

Notes:  78  A.  S-  R.  171;  12  Eng.  Rul.  5.  In  re  Mulford,  217  HI.  242,  76 

Cas.  12.   See  supra,  par.  11.  N.  E.  345,  108  A.  S.  R.  249,  3  Ann. 

18.  Babeock  v.  Collins,  60  Minn.  73,  Cas.  986,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  341. 

61  N.  W.  1020,  51  A.  S.  R.  503.  6.  Rainwater  v.  Harris,  51  Ark. 

Note:  12  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  12.  401,  11  S.  W,  583,  3  L.R.A.  845. 

19.  Rainwater  v.  Harris,  51  Ark.  As  to  the  right  of  executors  and 
401,  11  S.  W.  583,  3  L.R.A.  845.  others  to  the  custody  and  dispoeition 

Note:  55  Am.  Dec.  437,  of  the  dead  body  of  the  decedent,  see 

20.  Note:  78  A.  6.  R.  171.  Dead  Body,  vol.  8,  p.  687  et  nq. 
1.  RichardBDD  v.  Bail^,  69  N.  H.     7.  Note:  66  Am.  I^e.  4St, 

384,  41  Atl.  263,  76  A.  S.  R.  176.  8.  Smith  v.  Barham,  17  N.  a  420^ 

8.  Leahy  v.  Haworth,  1«1  Fed.  860,  25  Am.  Dec  72L 
B.  G.  L.  Vol.  XL— 0.  129 
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preserve  the  estate,  it  is  expressly  provided  that  he  may  bring  suit  for 
such  purpose  to  preAwnt  loss  to  the  estate.' 

136.  Relation  Back  of  Letters  of  Administration. — At  common  law 
and  under  the  generally  accepted  modern  view,  when  one  dies  intestate, 
the  title  to  his  personal  property  does  not  go  to  the  next  of  kin,  but 
remains  in  abeyance  until  administration  is  granted  and  then  vests 
in  the  administrator  as  of  the  time  of  the  death  of  the  intestate.'** 
Id  a  case  of  intestacy,  a  person,  although  entitled  to  the  administra- 
tion, could  not  exercise  control  over  the  goods  before  taking  out  letters 
of  administration,''  because  he  derived  his  authority  entirely  from' 
the  appointment  by  the  court.'*  In  this  respect,  therefore,  an  admin- 
istrator did  not  stand  on  the  same  footing  as  an  executor.'*  How- 
ever, by  statute,  administrators  are  sometimes  given  exactly  the  same 
powers  as  executors  before  suit  is  brought.'*  Where  a  grant  of  letters 
of  administration  relates  back  to  the  death  of  the  intestate,  all  acts 
which  come  within  the  scope  of  the  administrator's  authority  and 
which  are  in  their  nature  beneficial  to  the  estate  are  validated;'* 
and  such  a  grant  of  letters  not  only  validates  acts  for  the  benefit  of 
the  administrator,  but  it  makes  such  acts  valid  and  binding  on  Uie 
personal  representative  after  he  has  received  such  letters.  Accordingly 
it  has  been  held  that  an  administrator  cannot  by  suit  avoid  acts  done 
or  recover  property  transferred  by  him  after  the  death  of  his  intef^tate 
and  before  the  issuance  of  the  letters.'*  Following  this  rule,  a  widow 
who  has  paid  a  just  claim  against  the  estate  of  her  deceased  husband 
cannot,  upon  being  subsequently  appointed  administratrix,  recover 
back  the  money  for  the  estate,  where  it  owes  no  otlier  debts.  In  gen- 
eral it  may  be  said  that  the  payment  of  just  debts  due  from  a  solvent 

9.  Baker  v.  Caulhom,  23  lod.  App.  12.  Emmons  v.  Gordon,  140  Ho.  490, 
eil,  55  N.  E.  963,  77  A.  S.  R.  443.       41  S.  W.  998,  62  A.  S.  R.  734;  Hart- 

10.  Kelly  V.  Kelly,  9  Ala.  908,  44  nett  v.  Wandell,  CO  N.  Y.  346, 19  Am. 
Am.  Dec.  469;  Blackwell  v.  Blackwell,  Rep.  194. 

33  Ala.  57,  70  Am.  Dec.  556;  Wonaon  Note:  78  A.  S.  R.  172, 

V.  Say  ward,  13  Pick.  (Mass.)  402,  23  13.  Qovemor  v.  Williams,  26  M.  C. 

Am.  Dec  091;  Morton  v.  Preston,  18  152,  38  Am,  Dec.  712. 

Mich.  60,  100  Am.  Dec  146;  Babcock  14.  Rainwater  v.  Harris,  51  Ark. 

V.  Boolh,  2  Hill  (N.  Y.)  181,  38  Am.  401,  11  S.  W.  583,  3  L.R.A.  845. 

Dec.  578;  Priest  v.  Watkins,  2  Hill  15.  Globe  Acc  Ins.  Co.  v.  Gerisch, 

(N.  Y.)  225,  38  Am.  Dec  584;  Me-  163  111.  625,  45  N.  E.  563,  54  A.  S. 

Bride  V.  Vance,  73  Ohio  St.  258,  76  R.  486,  35  L.R.A.  360;  Vroom  v.  Van 

N.  E.  938,  112  A.  S.  R.  723  and  note,  Home,  10  Paige  (N.  Y.)  549,  42  Am. 

4  Ann.  Cas.  191;  Griffith  v.  Charlotte,  Dec  94;  Foster  v.  Bates,  12  M.  &  \V, 

etc,  R.  Co.,  23  S.  0.  35,  56  Am.  Rep.  226,  13  L.  J.  Exch.  6St  2  Eng.  Rul. 

1;  Ausley  v.  Baker,  14  Tex.  607,  65  Cas.  129  and  note. 

Am.  Dec  136.  16.  Vroom  v.  Van  Home,  10  Paig« 

11.  Arnold  V.  Arnold,  35  N.  G.  174,  (N.  Y.)  549,  42  Am.  Deo.  94. 
56  Am.  Dee.  434  and  note. 
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estate  will  be  binding  upon  the  estate  where  paid  by  one  who  after- 
ward qualifies  as  administrator.^' 

137.  Relation  Back  of  Letters  Testamentary. — ^Although  at  com- 
mon law  an  executor  before  the  granting  of  letters  on  the  estate  had 
far  greater  powers  than  an  administrator,  since  he  derived  hia  author- 
ity directly  from  the  will,**  the  doctrine  of  relation  may  be  applied 
in  the  case  of  executors  as  well  as  administrators;  and  so  it  has  not 
infrequently  been  held  that  letters  testamentary  relate  back  to  the 
date  of  the  testator's  death,  after  the  will  is  probated,  and  validate 
acts  done  by  the  executor  in  the  line  of  his  duty  before  he  qualified." 
Moreover,  it  is  the  generally  accepted  doctrine  both  in  the  United 
States  and  in  England  that  the  actual  granting  of  letters  testamentary, 
in  relating  back,  will  absolve  the  executor  from  personal  liability  in 
reference  to  acts  which  fall  within  the  scope  of  his  authority.***  In 
view  of  the  statutory  provisions  found  in  many  states  limiting  the 
authority  of  executors  before  probate  to  actions  necessary  for  the 
benefit  of  the  estate  this  doctrine  of  relation  is  given  an  importance 
in  reference  to  executors  which  at  common  law  it  did  not  have.* 
Under  this  principle  it  has  been  held  that  the  admission  of  a  will  to 
probate  may  relate  back  and  perfect  a  sale  previously  made  by  the 
executor  under  a  power  of  sale  contained  in  it.'  Although  it  has 
been  said  that  an  executor  named  in  an  unprobated  will  is  executor 
until  that  paper  is  pronounced  invalid,'  yet  a  will  is  the  only  source 
of  an  executor's  power,  and  letters  testamentary  are  the  only  evidence 
of  his  authority.  It  is  said,  however,  that  where  the  will  is  never 
established  and  letters  thereon  are  never  issued,  he  who  assumes  to 
act  as  executor  is  merely  a  volunteer,  and  runs  the  risk  of  having  his 
acts  repudiated  by  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction.*  Where  pay- 
ment was  made  to  an  executor  named  in  a  will,  who  without  appoint- 
ment of  any  court  administered  the  estate  according  to  the  terms  of 
the  will,  it  has  been  held  that  such  payment  was  a  good  defense  to  an 
action  on  the  same  demand,  brought  by  an  administrator  subse- 
quently appointed  for  the  same  estate.* 

138.  Control  by  Court  over  Personal  RepresentatiTes. — Estates  in 
the  hands  of  administrators  are  always  supposed  to  be  under  the 

17.  Rainwater  t.  Harris,  51  Ark.  1.  See  snpra,  par.  134,  as  to  pow- 
401,  11  S.  W.  583,  3  L.R.A.  845.         ers  of  executors  before  probate. 

18.  See  supra,  par.  134.  2.  Babcock  t.  Collins,  60  Minn.  73, 
-9.  MetUer  v.  Warner,  243  HI.  600,  61  N.  W.  1020,  51  A.  S.  R.  603. 

90  N.  E.  1099,  134  A.  S.  R.  388;  3.  Note:  55  Am.  Dec.  437. 

Baker  v.  Caulhom,  23  Ind.  App.  611,  4.  Dodd  v.  ^ndereon,  197  N.  T. 

56  N.  E.  963,  77  A.  S.  R.  443.  As  to  466,  90  N.  E.  1137,  18  Ann.  Cas.  738, 

relation  back  of  letters  of  adminis-  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  336. 

tration,  see  snpra,  par.  136.  6.  Lang^ley  v.  Farmington,  66  N. 

20.  Note:  12  Eng.  Rnl.  Cas.  1^  H.  431, 27  Aa  224, 49  A.  8.  B.  624. 
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immediate  control  of  the  surrogate  or  probate  court  and  subject  from 
day  to  day  to  such  orders  as  it  may  make  in  relation  thereto.*  The 
same  principle  applies  to  executors,  and  accordingly,  estates  cpm- 
mitted  to  their  charge  are  to  be  administered  under  the  direction  and 
supervision  of  the  court,  acting  in  pursuance  of  the  general  statutory 
enacbnents  relating  to  the  administration  of  estates.^  An  executor 
or  administrator  may  be  required  to  report  to  the  court  at  stated 
intervals,  and  it  has  been  said  to  be  essential  to  the  preservation  of 
the  rights  of  creditors,  legatees  and  other  parties  in  interest,  that  tfie 
court  should  have  power  at  all  times  to  compel  his  personal  attend- 
ance before  the  court.^  Although  powers  are  sometimes  confided  to 
an  executor,  or  more  properly  to  the  person  filling  the  ofHce  of 
executor,  as  a  trustee,  which  are  so  delicate,  and  of  such  a  nature,  that 
a  court  cannot  execute  them,*  yet  in  many  cases  the  discretion  of  an 
executor  may  be  controlled  by  the  court.  A  court  will  not,  however, 
interfere  with  the  discretion  placed  in  an  executor  without  clear 
and  adequate  cause,  as  where  the  executor  or  trustee  is  actuated  by 
improper  or  selBsh  motives,  or  his  discretion  is  not  exercised  in  good 
faith,  but  arbitrarily  and  to  further  his  own  personal  interests.  The 
reason  for  this  hesitancy  on  the  part  of  the  court  to  interfere  is  that 
the  testator  has  a  right  to  dispose  of  his  property  as  he  pleases,  and 
he  may  subject  all  or  any  part  of  it  to  the  discretion  of  his  executor 
or  trustee.  This  discretion,  properly  exercised,  will  not  be  interfered 
with  by  the  courts,  Where  the  power  given  to  an  executor  to  do 
or  not  to  do  a  particular  thing  is  wholly  discretionary,  the  court  has 
no  jurisdiction  to  lay  a  command  or  prohibition  upon  him  as  to  the 
exercise  of  that  power,  provided  his  conduct  is  bona  fide,  and  his 
determination  is  not  infiuenced  by  improper  inotives.^' 

139.  Resort  to  Equity  for  Instruction  and  Advice. — ^In  some  juris* 
dictions  executors  and  administrators  may  ask  the  instruction  of  a 
court  of  equity  as  to  their  duties  under  a  will,  and  as  to  the  effect  of 
acts  already  done,  unless  the  matt^  is  one  which  can  be  more  appro- 
priately d^t  with  in  the  probate  court.^'   Equity  may  also,  in  its 

6.  Emmons  Gordon,  140  Mo.  490,  Caa.  986,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  341;  Stew- 
41  S.  W.  998,  62  A.  S.  K.  734;  Deo-  art  v.  Morrison,  81  Tex.  396,  17  S.  W. 
bold  V.  Oppermann,  111  N.  Y.  531,  15,  26  A.  S.  R.  821. 

19  N.  E.  94,  7  A.  S.  R.  760,  2  L.R.A.  9.  Schlickman  v.  Citizens' Nat  Bank, 

644;  McClellan  v.  State,  27  S.  D.  109,  139  Ky.  268, 129  S.  W.  823,  29  LJt.A. 

129  N.  W.  1037,  Ann.  Cas.  19130  (N.S.)  264. 

1029,  10.  In  re  Bochar,  225  Pa.  St.  427, 

7.  In  re  Mulford,  217  111.  242,  75  74  AU.  237,  25  L.R.A.(N.S,)  421  and 
N.  E,  345,  108  A.  S.  R,  249,  3  Ann.  note. 

Cas.  986,  1  L.R,A.(N.S.)  341;  In  re  11.  Read  v.  Patterson,  44  N.  J.  Eq. 

Higgins,  15  Mont.  474,  39  Pac.  606,  211,  14  Atl.  490,  6  A.  S.  R.  877  and 

28  L.R.A.  116.                 •  note. 

8.  In  re  Mnlford,  217  lU.  242,  75  12.  Dickson  v.  V.  8^  126  Uaaa.  311, 
N.  E.  346,  108  A.  S.  R.  249,  3  Ann.  28  Am.  Rep.  230. 
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discretion,  give  instructions  as  to  future  accounts  of  which  the  probate 
court  has  no  jurisdiction,  although  the  latter  court  may  pass  upon 
them  after  their  rendition  and  application  for  a  final  settlement." 
In  a  proper  case  a  bill  in  equity  may  be  brought  by  parties  interested 
in  ike  estate  for  a  construction  of  the  will  and  a  determination  of 
the  rights  of  the  complainants.^*  In  a  few  states  the  probate  courts 
have  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  courts  of  equity  of  a  petition 
by  the  executor  for  instructions  as  to  the  construction  of  a  will,** 
bu^  in  general,  this  jurisdiction  is  now  obsolete.** 

General  DuHe$ 

140.  Measure  of  Care  and  Diligence. — Executors  and  administra- 
tors are  required  in  reference  to  the  administration  of  the  estate  to 
use  not  the  highest  degree  of  skill,  but  ordinary  care,  prudence,  skill, 
and  diligence.*^  They  are  not  bound  to  exercise  any  higher  respon- 
sibility ^an  that  which  is  imposed  upon  any  other  agent  or  trustee; 
and  they  ore  not  bound  as  insurers  or  guarantors.***  While  they 
must  use  diligecice  in  the  discharge  of  fiduciary  obligations,  and  be 
prompt  in  action  when  circumstances  demand,*  it  is  well  settied  that 
the  measure  of  care  and  diligence  which  an  executor  or  administrator 
is  bound  to  bring  to  the  management  and  closing  of  the  estate,  is  that 
which  an  ordinarily  prudent  man  would  exercise  under  like  circum- 
stances in  his  own  affairs.*  This  same  measure  of  diligence  is  required 
of  an  executor  to  protect  him  against  liability  for  default  of  his 
coexecutor.'  It  has  been  said  that  the  degree  of  care  required  of 
executors  and  administrators  in  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of 


13.  Welch  V.  Adams,  152  Mass.  74,  1.  Torrence  v.  Davidson,  92  N.  C. 
25  N.  E.  34,  9  L.R.A.  244.  437,  53  Am.  Rep.  419. 

14.  Bennett  v.  Chapin,  77  Mich.  526,  2.  In  re  RobI,  163  Cal.  801,  127 
43  N.  W.  893,  7  L.R.A.  377.  Pac.  55,  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  319;  Officer 

16.  Welch  V.  Adams,  152  Mass.  74,  v.  Officer,  120  la.  389,  94  N.  W.  947, 

25  N.  E.  34,  9  L.R.A.  244;  Craft  v.  98  A.  S.  R.  365  and  note;  Henderson 

Snook,  13  N.  J.  Eq.  121,  78  Am.  Dec  Trust  Co.  v.  Stuart,  108  Ky.  167,  55 

94.  S.  W.  1082,  48  L.R.A.  49;  Bailey  t. 

16.  See  snpra,  par.  61.  Dilworth,  10  Smedes  &  M.  (Miss.) 

17.  State  V.  Meager,  44  Mo.  356. 100  404.  48  Am.  Dec.  760 ;  Williams  t. 
Am.  Dee.  298  and  note;  Moore  v.  Eure,  Williams,  79  N.  C.  417,  28  Am.  Rep. 
101  N.  C.  11,  7  S.  E.  471,  9  A.  S.  R.  330;  Carpenter  v.  Carpenter,  12  R. 
17  and  note;  Harris  v.  Orr,  46  W.  I.  544,  34  Am.  Rep.  716;  Spaulding 
Va.  261,  33  S,  E.  257,  76  A.  S.  R.  v.  Wakefield,  53  Vt.  660,  38  Am.  Rep. 
815.  709;  Harris  v.  Orr,  46  W.  Va.  261, 

18.  In  re  Kohler,  15  Wash.  613,  47  33  8.  E.  257,  76  A.  S.  R.  815. 
Pac.  30,  65  A.  S,  R.  904.  Notes:  12  A.  S.  R.  311;  7  L.R.A. 

19.  Moore  v.  Bare,  101  N.  C.  11,  7  (N.S.)  617. 

8.  E.  471,  9  A.  S.  R.  17  and  note.  3.  Note:  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  336. 

20.  Henderson  Trust  Co.  v.  Stnart,  As  to  liability  for  acts  of  co-execu- 
108  Ey.  167, 56  S.  W.  1082, 48  hJLJL  tors  and  co-administraton,  see  infra, 

par.  496  et  seq. 
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the  estate  they  represent  is  in  measure  the  same  as  that  required  of 
bailees  for  hire/  the  reason  for  this  test  being  that  the  administrator 
is  the  representative  of  the  deceased,  and  is  to  be  regarded  as  a 
trustee,  engaged  in  administering  a  private  trust,  and  not  as  a  public 
officer.*  In  view  of  the  rule  that  an  executor  or  administrator  must 
manage  the  estate  committed  to  him  with  the  same  care  and  diligence 
as  a  prudent  and  cautious  person  would  bestow  on  his  own  concerns, 
the  principle  is  generally  accepted  that  a  personal  representative  may 
be  held  liable  for  losses  to  the  estate  due  to  his  own  negligence,'  as, 
for  example,  for  damages  resulting  from  fire  following  a  failure  to 
insure  the  property  of  the  estate  in  a  proper  case.^  And  so,  for  a 
loss  occurring  through  the  defalcation  of  an  agent  and  attorney  of 
an  administrator,  the  executor  or  administrator  may  be  surcharged 
for  failure  to  exercise  common  skill  and  prudence,  and  ordinary  busi- 
ness caution  *  The  care  required  of  personal  representatives  aa  to 
the  property  in  their  possession  must  be  graduated  according  to  its 
character  and  its  value,  and  may  depend  on  the  ease  with  which  it 
may  be  secured,  or  the  opportunity  for  its  being  stolen 

141.  Good  Faith  in  Performance  of  Duties. — Fidelity  is  always 
required  of  executora  and  administrators  in  the  performance  of  their 
duties  *°  and  the  utmost  good  faith  is  required  of  them  in  all  their 
transactions  in  regard  to  the  estate.^^  While  administrators  and  execu- 
tors acting  in  good  faith  are  treated  with  indulgence,  and  not  held 
answerable  on  slight  grounds,**  they  will  not  be  allowed  to  promote 
their  own  personal  interest  to  the  injury  of  the  heirs  at  law;*'  and 
any  fraud  upon  the  part  of  an  executor  or  administrntor,  which 
tends  to  defeat  the  ends  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  will  justify  the 
court  in  declaring  his  acts  void,  whenever  this  can  be  done  without 
prejudice  to  the  rights  of  innocent  third  persons.**  Under  this  rule 
it  has  been  held  that  if  an  executor,  haying  in  his  hands  funds  of 
the  estate,  advises  the  widow  of  the  decedent,  who  is  acting  both  for 
herself  and  as  guardian  of  a  legatee,  to  invest  moneys  of  the  estate 

4.  State  T.  Meagher,  44  Mo.  356,  10.  Torrence  v.  Davidson,  92  N.  C. 
100  Am.  Dec.  298;  State  v.  Powell,  67  437,  53  Am.  Rep.  419. 

Mo.  395,  29  Am.  Rep.  612.  11.  James  t.  Kelley,  107  Oa.  446, 

Note:  9  A.  S.  R.  21.  33  S.  E.  425,  73  A.  S.  R.  135;  Bailey 

5.  State  V.  Powell,  67  Uo.  305,  29  v.  Dilworth,  10  Smedes  &  M.  (Miss.) 
Am.  Rep.  512.  404,  48  Am.  Dec  760;  Moore  v.  Eure, 

6.  Parks  V.  McDaniel,  75  8.  C.  7,  101  N.  C.  11,  7  S.  E.  ^71,  9  A.  S.  R. 
54  S.  E.  801, 117  A.  S.  R.  878.  17  and  note. 

7.  Rubottora  v.  Morrow,  24  Ind.  202,  12.  Chase  v.  Loekerman,  11  Qill  ft 
87  Am.  Dec.  324.  J.  (Md.)  185,  35  Am.  Dee.  277. 

8.  In  T8  Sheer,  236  Pa.  St.  404,  84  13.  James  v.  Eelley,  107  Ga.  446, 
Atl.  787,  42  L.R.A.(N.S.)  170.  33  S.  E.  425,  73  A.  S.  R.  136. 

9.  State  T.  Meager,  44  Mo.  356, 100  14.  Planters'  Bank     Neely,  7  How 
Am.  Dee.  298.   As  to  degrees  of  care  (Miss.)  80,  40  Am.  Dee.  5L 
generally,  see  Nbgligbnck. 
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coming  to  them  in  certain  stocks  and  mortgages,  and  he,  unknown  to 
her,  receives  a  commission  for  disposing  of  such  stocks  and  mortgages, 
she  has  the  right,  on  discovering  that  the  executor  acted  from  motives 
of  self-interest,  to  repudiate  and  rescind  the  transaction  on  behalf 
of  herself  and  the  legatee  whom  she  represents  as  guardian."  There 
is  nothing  in  the  office  or  obligations  of  executors  that  precludes  them 
from  acting  as  trustees  upon  other  trusts  and  for  other  beneficiaries 
if  the  transaction  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  duties  which  they  owe 
as  executors.*'  Where  an  executor  or  administrator  has  charge  of 
estates  in  which  several  classes  of  beneficiaries  are  interested  he  is 
nevertheless  bound  to  act  in  good  faith  and  look  after  the  interests 
of  all  of  them,  including  remaindermen  as  well  as  life  tenants.^' 


DtUies  and  LiahUiUes  as  to  Bvsineta  of  Decedent 

142.  Winding  up  Business. — An  executor  or  administrator  ordi- 
narily has  no  power  to  continue  the  business  in  which  the  decedent 
was  engaged  at  the  time  of  bis  death; and  this  is  true  although 
he  acts  in  the  utmost  good  faith  and  believes  that  he  is  proceed- 
ing for  the  best  interests  of  the  estate."  The  penalty  for  continuing 
a  business  of  the  decedent  without  authority  is  the  imposition  of  a 
personal  liability  on  the  executor  or  administrator  so  doing  for  all 
debts  of  the  business.**  The  normal  duty  of  the  personal  repre- 
sentative in  reference  to  such  business  is  limited  to  winding  it  up,*i 
and  even  where  the  beneficiaries  are  infants  the  court  cannot  authorize 
the  administrator  to  carry  on  the  trade  of  the  decedent.^  However, 
an  exception  to  the  general  rule  is  sometimes  recognized ;  and  so  it 
has  been  held  that  in  order  to  settle  an  estate  the  personal  representa- 
tive may,  in  some  cases,  be  permitted  to  continue  a  business  for  a 
reasonable  time.*   For  example,  such  personal  representative  when 


15.  Potter's  Appeal,  56  Conn.  1,  12  Notes:  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  204;  Ann. 
Atl.  513,  7  A.  S.  R.  272  and  note.      .Cas.  1912B  728. 

16.  Barry  v.  Lambert,  98  N.  Y.  300,  19.  Swalne  v.  Hemphill,  165  Mieh. 
50  Am.  Rep.  677.  561,  131  N.  W.  68,  40  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

17.  Pabst  V.  Goodrich,  133  Wis.  43,  201  and  note. 

113  N.  W.  398, 14  Ann.  Cas.  824.  Note:  78  A.  S.  R.  196. 

18.  In  re  Freud,  131  Cal.  667,  63  20.  Campbell  v.  Faxon,  73  Kan.  076, 
Pac.  1080,  82  A.  S.  R.  407;  Campbell  85  Pae.  760,  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1002. 

V.  Faxon,  73  Kan.  675,  85  Pac.  760,      Note:  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  218. 

5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1002;  Swaine  v.  Hemp-      21.  Campbell  v.  Faxon.  73  Kan.  675, 

hill,  165  Mich.  561,  131  N.  W.  68,  40  85  Pac,  760,  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1002. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  201  and  note;  Willig  v.      1.  Land  v.  Land,  43  L.  J.  Ch.  311, 

Sharp,  113  N.  Y.  586,  21  N.  E.  705,  4  12  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  42. 

L.R.A.  493;  Lucht  V.  Behrens,  28  Ohio      2.  In  re  Freud,  131  Cal.  667,  63 

St.  231,  22  Am.  Rep.  378;  Western  Pac.  1080,  82  A.  8.  R.  407. 

Newspaper  Union  v.  Thurmond,  27     Notes:  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)   205;  12 

Okla.  2^1,  111  Pac.  204,  Ann.  Gas.  Eng.  Rnl.  Cas.  43  et  seq. 

19126  727  and  note. 
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authorized  to  postpone  the  sale  of  the  testator's  effects  may  generally 
carry  on  the  business  for  a  reasonable  time  with  a  view  to.  its  sale 
as  a  going  concern.  Even  in  such  cases  the  personal  representatives 
are  not,  however,  entitled  to  embark  in  the  business  more  of  the 
testator's  property  than  was  employed  in  it  at  bis  death  * 

143.  Risking  Assets  in  Trade. — An  administrator,  or  an  executor, 
in  the  absence  of  authority  therefor,  is  not  permitted  to  use  any  part 
of  the  estate  in  trade,  or  manufacturing,  or  stock  speculation,  or 
other  business  venture,  whereby  the  trust  fund  is  put  at  hazard;  and 
the  doing  by  him  of  any  of  these  things  has  generally  been  regarded 
as  a  breach  of  trust  and  a  devastavit.^  It  has  been  recognized  from 
time  immemorial  as  the  characteristic  duty  of  an  administrator,  to 
settle  the  estate  of  hia  intestate  with  reference  to  the  situation  of  the 
assets  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  the  decedent,  and  not  attempt,  by 
trade  or  speculation,  to  adjust  the  affairs  of  the  estate  upon  an  entirely 
different  basis,  which  might  seriously  affect  the  question  of  distribu- 
tion and  in  some  instances  render  the  estate  insolvent.**  If  a  personal 
representative  does  carry  on  such  a  trade  or  business,  he  becomes 
answerable  to  those  interested  in  the  estate  for  all  losses  sustained,* 
while  he  will  not  be  allowed  to  share  in  the  profits,' — the  rule  being 
tiiat  the  persons  beneficially  interested  in  the  estate  may  either  hold 
the  representative  liable  for  the  amount  so  used  with  interest,  or,  at 
their  election,  take  all  Uie  profits  which  the  representative  has  made 
The  same  penalty  may  be  exacted  of  those  who  leave  estates  at  the 
risk  of  business  disaster  by  continuing  without  authority  to  operate 
business  ventures  in  which  the  estates  are  invested  when  they  come 
into  their  bands.'    In  calculating  interest  in  such  cases  the  exec- 

5.  Note:  12  Eng.  RqI.  Cas.  43  et  seq.  Swaine  v.  HempfaiU,  165  Mich.  561, 
4.  Malhews  v.  Sheehan,  76  Conn.  131  N.  W.  68,  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  201 

654,  57  Atl.  694,  100  A.  S.  R.  1017;  and  note;  Western  Newspaper  Union 
Campbell  v.  Faxon,  73  Kan.  675,  85  v.  Thurmond,  27  Okla.  261,  111  Pac. 
Pac.  760,  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1002;  Deo-  204,  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  727  and  note, 
bold  V.  Oppermann,  111  N.  Y.  531, 19.  Notes:  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  202;  Ann. 
N.  E.  94,  7  A.  S.  R.  760,  2  L.R.A.  644;  Cas.  1912B  728. 
Lucht  V.  Behrens,  28  Ohio  St.  231,  22  Por  similar  penalties  for  wrongfol 
Am.  Rep.  378;  Western  Newspaper  investment  of  tmst  moneys,  see  infiffc 
Union  v.  Thurmond,  27  Okla.  261,  111  par  157 

Pac.  204,  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  727  and     s."  Caiipl«ll  v.  Faxon,  73  Kan.  676, 
M  .      AA  A     ^^     «fl   i«  *   c   85  Pac.  760,  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1002; 
^  Notes:  40  Am.  Dec  616;  12  A.  8.  Hayes  t.  Rich,  101  Me.  314,  64  AtL 

*6.  Hayes  v.  Rich,  101  Me.  814,  64        ^^,4*     R- 314;  W^ra  News- 

Atl.  659,  115  A.  S.  R.  314.  S«?^,,V"1?°  '';«T'*T'*'°?J  ^ 3^ 

6.  Wild  V.  Davenport,  48  N.  J.  L.  261,  111  Pac.  204,  Ann.  Cas.  1912B 
129,  7  Atl.  295,  57  Am.  Rep.  552.  '''27  and  note. 

7.  Mathews  v.  Sheehan,  76  Conn.  Notes:  40  Am.  Dec.  516;  12  A.  S. 
654,  67  Atl.  694,  100  A.  S.  R.  1017;  R.  313;  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  219;  14  Eng. 
Campbell  v.  Faxon,  73  Knn.  675,  85  Rul.  Cas.  575. 

Pac.    769,    5    Lit.A.(N.S.)    1002;  fi.  Swaine  v.  Hemphill,  166  Mieh. 

136 


Digitized  by  Google 


U  B.  G.  L. 


EXECUTOBS  AND  ADMINISTRATORS 


i  144 


utor  or  administrator  in  fanlt  may  be  charged  with  compound  inter- 
est with  annual  resta,^'  and  it  seems  that  he  may  be  held  liable  for 
the  highest  legal  rate  of  interest  on  the  money  so  converted.'^  In 
addition  to  the  liability  to  those  interested  in  the  estate,  such  per- 
sonal represratative  may  be  held  personally  liable  on  all  contracts 
made  with  persons  dealing  with  him  in  such  business.^'  No  excuse 
can  be  found  in  the  good  intentions  of  the  personal  repr^entative 
in  venturing  the  funds  of  the  estate  in  business  in  violation  of  this 
rule;  and  it  is  immaterial  as  to  the  apparent  advantage  which  would 
be  derived  from  such  conduct.** 

144.  Winding  up  Partnership  Business. — ^For  many  purposes  a 
surviving  partner  is  considered  the  legal  owner  of  all  the  property 
and  assiets  belonging  to  the  partnership  with  power  to  sell  or  trans- 
fer tbem.^*  On  the  death  of  either  partner,  where  the  title  to  land 
is  vested  in  both,  the  share  of  the  land  standing  in  the  name  of 
the  deceased  partner  descends  as  real  estate  to  his  heirs,  subject 
to  the  equity  of  the  surviving  partner  to  have  it  appropriated  to 
accomplish  the  trust  to  which  it  was  primarily  subjected.**  Although 
m  regard  to  the  personal  assets  of  tiie  partnership  a  surviving  part- 
ner is  treated  in  equity  as  a  trustee,  the  representative  of  the  deceased 
partner  being  the  cestui  que  trust,**  the  survivor  does  not  take  such 
assets  strictly  as  trustee,  but  as  survivor,  yet  he  holds  the  legal  title 
subject  to  such  equitable  rights  as  the  representative  has  in  the  due 
application  of  the  proceeds.*'  The  representative  of  a  deceased  part- 
ner has  no  legal  interest  in  the  partnership  assets,  and  no  legal  right 
to  interfere  in  their  administration,  so  long  as  the  surviving  partner 
is  prosecuting  the  business  of  closing  up  the  estate,  and  applying 
its  proceeds  to  the  payment  of  the  firm  debts.  The  time  and  mode 
of  doing  so  are  a  part  of  the  administration  of  the  estate,  which  is 
under  the  exclusive  control  of  the  survivor.**  Neither  do  the  heirs 
of  a  deceased  partner  have  an  interest,  as  such,  in  the  property  of 
the  firm.   Their  only  remedy  is  to  compel  the  surviving  partners 

561,  131  N.  W.  68,  40  LJt.A.(N.S.)  503,  49  K.  E.  61,  61  A.  S.  B.  637,  48 
201  and  note.  L.R.A.  299. 

10.  Johnson  v.  Hedrick;  33  Ind.  129,     16.  Gidbraith  v.  Tnurv,  153  Dl.  64, 


See  infra,  par.  176  et  seq.,  as  to  and  note, 

personal  liability  of  executors  and  ad-  Note:  7  LJtJL.  790. 

ministratoiB  on  contracts  made  by  17.  Williams  v.  Whedon,  109  N.  T. 

them  in  reference  to  an  esUte.  333.  16  N.  £.  365,  4  A.  S.  R.  460. 

13.  Lucht  T.  Befarens.  28  Ohio  St  18.  Wilson  v.  Soper,  13  6.  Mon. 
231,  22  Am.  Rep.  378.  (Ky.)  411,  56  Am.  Dec.  573;  Williams 

14.  Farley  v.  Moog,  70  Ala.  148,  v.  Whedon,  109  N.  T.  333,  16  N.  S. 
58  Am.  Rep.  585.  365,  4  A.  S.  B.  460. 

16.  Daixow  V.  Calkiiia,  154  N.  Y. 


5  Am.  Rep.  191. 

11.  Note:  12  A.  S.  R.  313. 

12.  Note:  78  A.  S.  R.  196. 


Ind.  47,  23  K.  E.  1076,  7  UBJL  788 
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to  account  for  the  surplus  after  the  settlement  of  all  the  partner- 
ship liabilities.^*  Moreover,  rules  regulating  the  distribution  of  the 
estates  of  decedents  do  not  control  the  affairs  of  an  insolvent  partner- 
ship being  administered  hj  a  surviving  partner.^  If  there  ia  an 
unreasonable  delay  on  the  part  of  the  surviving  partner  in  closing 
the  affairs  of  the  partnership,  or  if  he  is  wasting  the  partnership 
iwoperty,  it  is  then  the  right  of  the  personal  representative  of  the 
deceased  to  file  a  bill  calling  the  survivor  to  account,  and  in  a  proper 
case  a  court  of  equity  will  grant  an  injunction  restraining  him  from 
acting,  and  even  may  appoint  a  receiver  and  direct  an  account  to  be 
taken.'  In  all  cases  it  is  the  duty  of  the  surviving  partner  to  account 
for  and  pay  over  to  the  administrator  of  the  deceased  partner  all  the 
profits  of  the  realty  and  personalty  of  the  firm  which  rightfully 
belong  to  the  estate.*  Upon  the  death  of  the  last  surviving  partner 
his  administrator  stands  in  the  shoes  of  his  intestate  as  a  trustee  of 
the  legal  repre.sentatives  of  the  partner  first  deceased.*  In  some  juris- 
dictions the  personal  representative  of  a  deceased  partner  is  required 
to  include  the  whole  of  the  partnership  property  in  his  inventory, 
showing,  however,  the  amount  of  the  intestate's  interest  therein,  and 
then  the  surviving  partner  upon  giving  a  bond  is  permitted  to  retain 
possession  of  such  property  and  to  close  the  partnership  affairs, 
rendering  an  account  to  the  probate  court  after  the  manner  of  an 
administrator.* 

145.  Carrying  on  Business  under  Authority. — Although  the  gen- 
eral rule  is  that  an  executor  or  administrator  has  no  authority  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  the  decedent  *  there  are  statutes  in  a  number 
of  states  permitting  the  personal  representative  of  a  deceased  person 
to  continue  the  mercantile  or  farming  business  belonging  to,  his  estate* 
In  some  jurisdictions  also  a  court  of  chancery  may  empower  the  carry- 
ing on  of  a  business  by  the  personal  representative  of  a  decedent' 
The  most  frequent  exceptions  to  the  general  rule  are,  however,  when 
authority  to  carry  on  the  business  is  given  by  the  provisions  of  the 
will  of  the  decedent,*  or  by  the  terms  of  a  partnership  agreement 

19.  Valentine  v.  Wysor,  123  Ind.  38  N.  E.  937,  46  A.  S.  B.  867,  28 
47,  23  N.  E.  1076,  7  L.R.A.  788  and  L.R.A.  129  and  note. 

note.  4.  Shelby  v.  Creighton,  65  Neb.  485, 

20.  Williams  V.  Whedon,  109  N.  91  N.  W.  369,  101  A.  S.  R.  630.  See 
Y.  333,  16  N.  E.  365,  4  A.  S.  R.  460.  generally,  Partnership. 

1.  Note:  65  Am.  Dec.  296.    Sea     5.  See  supra,  par.  142  et  seq. 
snpra,  par.  64,  as  to  appointment  of     6.  Note:  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  209. 
leceivera  to  take  charge  of  decedents'     7.  Note:  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  203,  210. 


2.  Smith  V.  Walker,  38  Cal.  385,  99  85  Pac.  760,  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1002;  In 


3.  Qftlbraith  v.  Tiaey,  153  lU.  54,  57  Am.  Rep.  775,  Lncht  v.  Behiens* 
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8.  Campbell  v.  Faxon,  73  Kan.  675, 


Am.  Dec.  415. 
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entered  into  by  him  in  his  lifetime*  To  authorife  executors  to 
carry  on  a  trade  with  the  property  of  a  testator  held  by  them,  there 
ought  to  be  the  most  distinct  and  positive  authority  and  direction 

given  by  the  will  itself  for  that  purpose.*"  A  parol  direction  made 
before  his  death  by  a  person  to  his  executor,  or  the  one  who  becomes 
his  administrator,  to  continue  a  business  after  his  decease  for  the 
benefit  of  his  family  or  estate,  will  not  justify  such  personal  repre- 
sentative in-  doing  so.''  A  direction  in  a  will  to  keep  the  estate  to- 
gether, and  to  manage,  control,  and  keep  up  the  farming  interests 
therein,  has  been  held  to  confer  merely  a  limited  power  on  the  exec- 
utor to  create  such  debts  as  would  ordinarily  be  incurred  by  a  prudent 
farmer  in  conducting  farming  operations.'* 

146.  Continuatioik  of  Partnership  Business  under  Agreement  or 
Will. — ^A  stipulation  in  partnership  articles,  that  upon  the  death  of  a 
partner  his  capital  shall  remain  in  the  business  until  the  expiration 
of  the  prescribed  term  of  the  partnership,  is  binding  as  well  upon 
the  estate  of  the  deceased  as  upon  the  surviving  partner.  Where  the 
provision  in  the  partnership  article  is  simply  that  the  deceased  part- 
ner's capital  shall  remain  in  the  business,  the  executor  is  not  admit- 
ted into  the  management  of  the  business,  but  the  control  thereof 
is  with  the  surviving  partner,  and  the  executor  cannot  withdraw 
the  capital  of  the  deceased  partner  without  subjecting  the  estate  to 
liability  to  suit,  nor  can  he  exercise  the  control  of  a  partner  in  the 
conduct  of  the  business."  Where,  however,  the  will  authorizes  the 
continuation  of  the  partnership  upon  the  same  terms  that  the  business 
was  conducted  in  the  testator's  lifetime,  a  new  partnership  will  be 
created  composed  of  the  executors  and  the  surviving  partner.'^  A 
provision  in  articles  of  partnership  that  on  the  death  of  a  partner 
his  executor  or  administrator  shall  be  entitled  to  the  place  of  a  de- 
ceased partner  in  the  firm,  with  the  capital  of  the  deceased  in  the 
firm  business,  or  some  part  of  it,  is  binding  upon  the  surviving  part- 
ner to  admit  such  personal  representative  but  does  not  bind  the  rep- 
resentative to  come  in.    He  has  an  option  to  come  in  or  not,  and  a 

28  Ohio  St.  231,  22  Am.  Rep.  378;     10.  Willis  v.  Sharp,  113  N.  Y.  586, 
Furst  V.  Armstrong,  202  Pa.  St.  348,  21  N.  E.  705,  4  L.R.A.  493;  Kirkman 
61  All.  906,  90  A.  S.  R.  653;  Land  v,  v.  Booth,  11  Beav.  273,  18  L.  J.  Ch. 
Land,  43  L.  J.  Ch.  311,  12  En^.  RuL  25,  12  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  29  and  note. 
Cas.  42.   See  also  infra,  par.  146.  Note:  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  207. 

9.  Insley  v.  Shire,  54  Kan.  793,  39      11.  Note:  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  208. 
Pac.  713,  45  A.  S.  R.  308;  Laughlin      12.  Palmer  v.  Moore,  82  Ga.  177, 
V.  Lorenz,  48  Pa.  St  276,  86  Am.  Deo.  8  S.  E.  180,  14  A.  S.  R.  147. 
592  and  note.  13.  Wild  v.  Davenport,  48  N.  J. 

Note:  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  203,  207.     L.  129,  7  AtL  205,  67  Am.  Bep.  552 

See  infra,  par.  146,  as  to  the  con-  and  note, 
tinnation  of  partnership  bosiness  on-      14.  Insley  v.  Shire,  54  Kan.  703. 
der  aathoiity  of  vill  or  agreement.     39  Pac  713,  46  A.  S.  R.  308. 

130 


Digitized  by  Google 


H  147,  148       EXECDTORS  AND  ADHINI8TRAT0B8       11  B.  C.  Ii. 

reasonable  time  within  which  to  elect."  If  the  personal  representa- 
tive of  a  deceased  partner  sees  fit  to  embark  or  continue  the  funds 
of  the  decedent's  estate  in  the  partnership,  without  having  authority 
to  do  so  from  the  will  or  contract  of  the  decedent,  he  himself  becomes 
a  partner,  and  is  liable  as  such  personally,  and  not  in  his  representa- 
tive character,  for  the  debts  of  the  company.*' 

147.  Limitation  of  Liability  of  Personal  Representative. — Where 
there  is  authority  for  carrying  on  a  trade  or  business,  the  personal 
representative  will  be  relieved  from  individual  liability  to  the  estate 
for  losses  sustained  from  conducting  the  business,  excepting  from 
such  as  are  the  result  of  his  own  negligence.*'  Although  where  a 
business  or  trade  is  carried  on  under  the  provisions  of  a  will  by 
virtue  of  a  statute  permitting  it,  or  by  an  order  of  a  competent  court, 
a  personal  representative  will  be  relieved  from  individual  liability  to 
the  estate  for  loses,**  he  will  continue  to  be  bound  personally  for 
all  debts  incurred  by  him  in  reference  to  the  business.  *•  The  courts 
take  the  position  that  he  need  not  carry  on  the  trade  and  incur  this 
hazard,  although  authorized  or  directed  to  do  so  by  the  will;  but 
by  engaging  in  the  business  he  voluntarily  assumes  the  responsibility 
of  making  its  contracts  his  personal  obligations.^  Such  authority 
will  also  entitle  the  executor  or  administrator  to  be  indemnified  out 
of  the  estate  for  any  liability  lawfully  incurred  within  the  scope  of 
the  power.*  If,  however,  the  testator  has  directed  that  particular 
assets  shall  be  employed  in  the  trade,  the  right  of  indemnity  of  an 
executor  or  of  a  person  claiming  through  him  will  be  limited  to  the 
particular  fund.*  There  are  a  few  decisions  which  hold  that  the 
general  assets  of  an  estate  are  answerable  for  such  debts;  but  in  order 
that  an  executor  may  be  indemnified  for  such  individual  liability, 
be  must  not  be.  indebted  or  in  default  to  the  estate,  or  conduct  the 
business  for  a  longer  time  than  may  be  specified  in  the  will.* 

148.  Liability  of  General  Assets. — ^In  every  case  where  a  trade  is 
carried  on  by  an  executor  under  authority  of  the  will,  questions  may 

16.  Wild  T.  Davenport,  48  N.  J.  N.  J.  L.  129,  7  Ati.  295,  57  Am.  Rep. 
L.  129,  7  Atl.  295,  57  Am.  Rep.  552.  552. 

16.  Alaop  V.  Mather,  8  Conn.  684,     Note:  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  203,  214. 

21  Am.  Dec.  703.  ,^20.  Pitkin  7.  Pitkin,  7  Conn.  307, 

■Note:  86  Am.  Dec.  60L  J«  i™*  ^bHV  S"°P^«n  «  f*^"?* 

17.  Swaine  v.  Hemphill.  165  Mich.  !?ri^;3^n?"-  l^*  *  h^'t 

9?^^  7n7"d  ?Ti  ^     1-  Campbell  v.  Favon,  73  Kan.  675. 

K^;.  Ao  f'nh^/qffn^  910  ^  ^'^  *  LJl.A.(N.S.)  1002 
Note:  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  203,  210.       yi^m^  y_  gh^-j  113  N.  T.  586,  21  N. 

18.  Note:  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  203.  ■    e.  706,  4  L.r!a.  493.       '  ^ 

19.  Pitkin  v.  Pitkin,  7  Conn.  307,     Note:  12  Eng.  Rnl.  Cas.  44. 

18  Am.  Dec.  Ill;  Campbell  v.  Faxon,     2.  Notes:  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  203:  12 
73  Kan.  675,  85  Pae.  760,  6  L.R.A.  Eng.  Rnl.  Cas.  44. 
(N.S.)  1002;  Wild  v.  Davenport,  48     8.  Note:  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  203. 
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arise  as  to  the  respective  rights  of  existing  creditors  of  the  testator, 
and  of  subsequent  creditors  of  the  toade  whose  debts  are  contracted 
in  the  business  carried  on  by  the  executor.  The  creditors  of  the  tes- 
tator as  a  general  rule  are  entitled  at  once  to  have  the  assets  collected 
and  applied  upon  their  debts;  and  it  would  seem  that  no  direction  of 
the  t^tator  that  his  business  should  be  continued  would  be  allowed 
to  interfere  with  this  right.  Unless  a  creditor  in  some  way  consents 
to  the  carrying  on  of  the  business  by  the  executor  as  directed  by  the 
decedent's  will,  he  has  the  right  to  insist  that  the  estate,  as  it  existed 
at  the  decedent's  death,  shall  be  used  for  the  payment  of  the  debts 
and  expenses  of  administration,  to  the  exclusion  of  debts  subsequently 
created  by  the  executor.*  Subsequent  creditors  of  such  business  are 
in  a  different  position.  The  general  rule  is  that  such  creditors  are 
restricted  in  their  claims  to  the  particular  portion  of  the  decedent's 
assets  which  is  employed  in  such  business.*  So  careful  have  the  courts 
always  been  to  guard  against  the  perilous  consequences  resulting  from 
embarking  the  assets  of  an  estate  in  trade,  that  even  when  the  will 
authorizes  the  executor  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the  de?edent  he 
cannot  in  so  doing  create  liabilities  against  the  general  estate.'  Hencd 
such  creditors  have  no  claim  on  the  general  assets,  since  to  hold  the 
general  assets  liable  would  be  attended  with  great  inconvenience  and 
would  prevent  tlieir  distribution  for  a  considerable  period,  or  disturb 
a  distribution  already  made.  Thus  it  has  been  held  that  where  a 
testator,  by  his  will,  directed  that  a  partnership,  of  which  he  was  a 
member,  should  be  continued  after  his  death,  and  tlie  profits  at  the 
end  of  a  ^>ecitied  time  should  be  distributed  among  his  devisees,  the 
creditors  of  the  partnership  have  no  lien  on  the  general  assets  of 
tbo  estate  of  the  deceased  in  the  hands  of  his  devisees.'  Similarly  the 
courts  have  held  that  a  mere  testamentary  direction  to  an  executor 
to  continue  a  business  belonging  to  bis  testator  is  insufficient  to  bind 
the  general  assets  of  his  estate  so  as  to  make  them  liable  for  the 
debts  of  the  business  carried  on  by  such  executor.  On  the  other 
hand  the  general  assets  of  an  estate  will  be  subject  to  the  payment 
of  debts  contracted  by  an  executor  or  administrator  while  carrying 
on  a  business  in  behalf  of  an  estate,  pursuant  to  a  testamentary  direc- 
tion, where  the  will  shows  clearly  And  unequivocally  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  testator  that  his  general  assets  should  be  bound 
therefor.*  For  example,  a  pledge  of  the  general  assets  of  an  estate 
may  be  made  for  the  payment  of  goods  purchased  on  credit  by  an 
executor,  where  the  will  gives  him  authority  to  sell  or  make  such 

4.  WiUis  T.  Sharp,  115  N.  Y.  396,  6.  Lncht  t.  Behrena,  28  Ohio  St  231, 
22  N.  E.  149,  6  L.R.A.  636.  22  Am.  Rep.  378. 

5.  Fnrst  v.  Armstrong,  202  Pa.  St.  7.  Pitkin  t.  Pitkin,  7  Conn.  307,  18 
348,  fil  Ati.  996,  90  A.  S.  R.  663.  Am.  Dec.  lU. 

Note:  40  L.RX(Nj3.)  226.  8.  Note:  40  L.B.A.(N.S.)  224  at  wq. 
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other  disposition  of  the  estate  as  the  safe  conduct  of  the  buf^iness, 
which  he  is  expressly  authorized  to  continue,  shall  seem  to  require.' 
Where  an  executor  is  given  an  unlimited  power  to  carry  on  such 
business  after  the  death  of  the  testator,  without  placing  any  limita- 
tion on  or  designating  any  specific  fund  to  be  used  for  that  purpose, 
it  has  been  held  that  if  the  widow  of  the  testator  does  not  elect  to 
take  against  the  will,  her  share  of  the  estate  may  be  made  liable 
with  the  other  assets  for  such  trade  debts.  Yet  it  lies  within  the 
power  of  the  decedent  to  limit  the  authority  of  the  executor  to  the 
use  of  a  specific  part  of  the  assets  of  his  estate,  and  the  latter  would 
then  be  compelled  to  observe  the  restrictions  placed  in  the  will.** 
The  same  principle  of  the  immunity  of  the  general  assets  of  an  estate 
from  the  claims  of  creditors  of  a  business  conducted  by  the  personal 
representative  applies  where  the  executor  of  an  estate  is  not  author- 
ized to  carry  on  the  former  business  of  the  decedent,  but  does  so 
without  authority.  In  such  cases  it  has  been  held  that  the  general 
assets  of  the  testator  in  the  hands  of  an  administrator  de  bonis  non 
are  not  liable  for  money  borrowed  by  the  executor  for  and  u?ed  in 
carrying  on  such  trade  and  business,  though  the  executor  acted  in 
good  faith.'* 

149.  Consent  of  Beneficiaries^ — ^The  consent  of  the  persons  inter- 
ested in  a  decedent's  estate  to  the  action  of  the  personal  representative 

in  continuing  the  decedent's  business  will  relieve,  as  a  rule,  the  exec- 
utor or  administrator  from  liability  for  losses  resulting  therefrom. 
And  this  is  true  although  such  personal  representative  did  not  inform 
the  beneficiaries  that  the  operations  were  not  being  conducted  at  a 
profit.**  If  an  executor  or  administrator  acting  in  good  faith  and 
with  ordinary  care  and  prudence  for  the  good  of  the  beneficiaries 
and  their  estate,  deviates,  with  their  consent  and  approbntion,  from 
the  strict  line  of  his  duty,  by  permitting  the  property  to  remain  sub- 
ject to  the  hazard  of  stock  speculation,  such  beneficiaries  cannot  charge 
him  with  any  resulting  losses,  unless  in  a  seasonable  time  they  had 
withdrawn  such  consent  and  approbation."  But  the  advice  of  the 
next  of  kin  may  not  suffice  to  protect  an  executor  or  administrator 
from  liability  for  investing  funds  of  an  estate  in  a  highly  speculative 
and  hazardous  business.** 

9.  WiUis  v.  Sharp,  113  N.  T.  586,  561,  131  N.  W.  68,  40  L.R.A.'(N.S.) 

21  N.  E.  705,  4  L.R.A.  493.  201  and  note. 

10  Furst  V.  Armstrong,  202  Pa.  St.  13.  Mathews  v.  Sheehan,  76  Conn. 

348,  51  Atl.  996,  90  A.  S.  R.  653.  654,  57  At].  694,  100  A.  S.  R.  1017; 

11.  Campbell  v.  Faxon,  73  Kan.  675,  Swaine  v.  Hemphill,  165  Mich.  561, 
85  Pac.  760,  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1002;  131  N.  W.  68,  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  201. 
Lucht  V.  Behrens,  28  Ohio  St.  231,  22  Note:  Ann.  Caa.  1912B  729. 

Am.  Rep.  378.  14.  Shinn's  Estate,  166  Pa.  St.  121, 

Note:  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  227.  30  AtL  1026, 1030,  45  A.  S.  R.  666. 

12.  Swaine      Hemphill,  165  Hidi. 
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Investments 

150.  General  Duties  as  to  Investments. — ^It  frequently  becomes  the 
duty  of  executors  and  administrators  to  invest  funds  of  the  estate. 
This  duty  may  be  imposed  under  the  provisions  of  a  will,**  or  it 
may  be  required  on  account  of  the  normal  delay  incident  to  the 
settling  of  Uie  affairs  of  an  estate.**  An  executor  or  administrator 
ought  not  to  keep  large  balances  belonging  to  the  estate  in  his  hands 
uninvested,  and  when  he  withholds  such  funds  longer  than  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  case  require,  he  may  be  surcharged  with  the  interest." 
It  frequently  may  be  necessary,  however,  for  the  personal  representa- 
tive to  keep  on  band  considerable  sums  in  order  to  meet  tlie  exigen- 
cies which  may  arise  in  the  course  of  settlement  of  the  estate.'*  In 
making  investments  the  ^neral  duty  of  the  executor  or  administrator 
is  so  to  place  the  money  that  it  shall  be  safe  and  productive;  **  and 
since  safety  is  the  primary  object  to  be  secured,  the  money  should 
not  be  sacrificed  to  secure  a  larger  immediate  income.**  In  order 
to  obtain  a  secure  investment  yielding  a  reasonable  income,  an  exec- 
utor or  administrator  is  generally  permitted  to  supplement,  if  neces* 
sary,  tlie  funds  of  the  estate  with  other  funds,  placing  the  combined 
funds  in  the  same  investment.' 

151.  Changing  Investments. — At  common  law  it  was  the  duty  of 
trustees,  including  executors  and  administrators,  to  preserve  intact 
the  trust  property;  and  they  had  no  power  to  change  the  character 
of  such  property  unless  it  was  of  a  perishable  or  transitory  nature, 
and  then  only  to  convert  it  into  a  substantial,  enduring  and  revenue 
producing  investment.*  The  courts  of  this  country  allow  a  larger 
discretion  to  trustees  in  making  investments  of  trust  property  than 
was  done  in  England.*  Not  infrequently  it  becomes  the  duty  of  an 
executor  or  administrator  to  make  changes  in  the  investments  in 
Older  to  render  them  more  secure.  Thus,  an  administrator  or  exec- 
utor who  fmds  that  a  part  of  the  estate  is  subject  to  the  hazard  of 
speculation,  owes  a  duty  not  to  carry  the  account  for  speculative 
gain,  but  to  settle  it  in  a  reasonable  time,  and  thereby  withdraw 

16.  Garesehe  v.  Levering  Inv.  Co.,  20.  Kimball  v.  Reding,  31  N.  H. 

146  Mo.  436,  48  S.  W.  653, 46  L.R^.  352,  64  Am.  Dec.  333. 

232.  Note:  40  Am.  Dec.  507. 

16.  Note:  2  Eng.  Rnl.  Cas.  185.  1.  Barry  v.  Lambert,  98  K.  Y.  300, 

17.  Littlebales  v.  Oascoyne,  3  Bro.  50  Am.  Rep.  677. 

G.  G.  73,  2  Eng.  RuL  Cas.  172  and  2.  Oarescbe  v.  Levering  Idt.  Co.,  146 

note.  Mo.  436,  48  S.  W.  653,  46  L.R.A. 

Notes:  40  Am.  Dee.  607  ;  9  Eng.  232. 

RuL  Cas.  324.  Note:  2  Eng.  RnL  Cas.  173. 

18.  Chose  V.  Loekerman,  11  GiU  &  3.  Jones  v.  Atchison  T.  &  S.  F.  B. 
J.  (Md.)  185,  35  Am.  Dee.  277.  Co.,  150  Mass.  304,  23  N.  E.  43,  6 

19.  Garrache  v.  Levering  Inv.  Co.,  L.R.A.  538. 
146  Mo.  436,  48  S.  W.  653,  46  LJEtA. 

232. 
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the  securities  from  such  perilous  business.*   And  it  has  been  held 

that  the  representative  may  collect  debts  in  bank  paper  not  strictly 
at  par,  when  the  best  interests  of  the  estate  require  it,  and  when 
nothing  better  can  be  done 'his  conduct  will  be  sustained;  but  it 
would  be  his  duty  to  convert  the  funds  so  received  into  some- 
thing less  perishable,  in  a  reasonable  time,  and  with  as  little  delay 
03  practicable.*  To  secure  a  debt  due  an  estate,  an  administrator 
under  some  circumstances  may  make  a  further  loan  and  take  a 
mortgage  to  cover  the  whole,  especially  where  the  original  debt  is 
hardly  collectable,  and  the  debtor  refuses  to  secure  it  without  a 
further  advance*  The  duties  of  an  executor  or  administrator  in 
chan^ng  investments  resemble  in  many  ways  bis  duties  in  collect- 
ing assets,  since  the  changing  of  an  asset  to  a  new  form  muy  at 
the  same  time  be  a  step  in  its  collection  and  an  alteration  of  invest- 
ments of  the  estate.  The  principle  which  is  elsewhere  considered, 
that  an  executor  or  administrator  will  be  held  to  a  greater  degree 
of  accountability  in  reference  to  moneys  actually  in  his  hands  than 
to  securities  and  assets  which  come  into  his  hands  for  collection, 
applies  with  full  force  to  the  changing  of  securities  by  such  personal 
representatives.'  And  it  should  be  remembered  in  this  connection 
that  executors  and  administrators  are  usually  held-  liable  only  for 
what  they  actually  receive  except  in  cases  of  marked  negligence.* 
Accordingly,  an  administrator  was  held  not  liable  for  the  loss  result- 
ing from  his  keeping  back  stock,  when  he  acted  in  good  faith, 
under  the  advice  of  counsel,  and  with  a  sincere  desire  properly  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  his  office.* 

152.  Investments  in  Governmental  and  Private  Securities. — ^Tn 
many  jurisdictions  investments  in  stocks  or  bonds  of  private  corpo- 
rations stand  on  the  same  footing  as  loans  on  personal  security 
where  they  are  not  protected  by  mortgages  on  realty,  and  therefore 
an  executor  or  administrator  making  such  investments  is  liable  for 
any  loss  that  may  accrue."  Investments  could  not  properly  be  made 
in  England  in  the  stock  of  any  private  company  as  South  Sea  stock 
or  bank  stock,  for  in  such  cases  the  capital  depended  upon  the  man- 
agement of  governors  and  directors,  and  was  subject  to  losses.''  The 
favorite  securities  of  the  English  courts  for  the  investment  of  trust 
moneys  have  always  been  the  public  funds;  and  there  is  no  question 
that  an  executor  or  administrator  so  investing  will  be  protected  from 

4.  Mathews  v.  Sbeeban,  76  Conn,  seq.,  as  to  collection  of  assets. 

654,  57  Atl.  694,  100  A.  S.  R.  1017.  8.  Konigmacher  v.  Kimmei,  1  Penn. 

5.  Bailey  v.  Dilwortb,  10  Smedes  &  ft  W.  (Pa.)  207,  21  Am.  Dec.  374. 

M.  (Misa.)  404,  48  Am.  Dec.  760.  9.  Pearson  v.  Gillenwatera,  99  TenB, 

6.  Torrence  v.  Davidson,  92  N.  C.  446,  42  S.  W.  9,  63  A.  S.  R.  844. 


7,  Keller's  Appeal,  8  Pa.  St.  288,  49  11.  In  re  Nyce,  5  Watts  ft  S.  (Pa.) 
Am.  Deo.  516.   See  infra,  par.  161  et  254,  40  Am.  Dee.  498  and  note. 
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Eability  for  any  loss  by  depreciation.  It  has  been  said  that  the 
reason  for  establishing  such  a  rule  was  political  rather  than  judicial, 
and  that  it  was  due  to  the  fact  that  as  England  had  a  great  public 
debt,  the  courts  thought  it  to  be  their  duty  to  sustain  ^e  national 
credit,  and  to  recommend  the  government  securities  to  the  confidence 
ef  the  people  by  directing  all  investments  of  moneys  under  their 
con^ol  to  be  made  in  such  securities.  Until  comparatively  recent 
times  our  courts  have  had  no  such  reason  for  manifesting  their 
{mtriotism;  and  the  rule  preferring  government  aecurities  in  the 
investment  of  trust  moneys,  so  far  as  it  exists,  rests  partly  on  prece- 
dent and  partly  on  the  obvious  safety  and  stability  of  such  invest- 
ments. In  this  country  state  bonds  or  stocks  are  included  in  the 
public  securities  in  which  trustees  may  safely  invest ;  and  it  has  been 
held  that  a  trustee  investing  therein  will  be  protected  even  though 
the  state  debt  should  ultimately  be  repudiated.^*  Where  an  exec- 
utor or  administrator  in  accordance  with  statutory  directors  invested 
trust  funds  during  the  civil  war  in  public  securities  of  the  Con- 
federate states,  the  courts  were  generally  lenient  in  upholding  the 
validity  of  such  investments  and  refused,  to  surcharge  him  for  losses 
which  thereby  resulted.**  But  it  has  been  said  that  to  sustain  a 
Confederate  states  investment  it  must  have  appeared  that  the  money 
BO  alleged  to  have  been  invested  was  at  the  time  actually  in  the  hands 
of  the  trustee,  not  irregularly  or  illegally,  but  rightfully. there;  and 
that  the  courts  would  not  sustain  on  the  part  of  a  fiduciary  speculative 
proceedings  as  to  such  investments.**  The  rule  favoring  government 
securities  has  been  relaxed  in  some  states  so  as  to  permit  investments 
in  bonds  other  than  governmental,  and  in  stocks  of  corporations  that 
are  firmly  established  and  of  recognized  standing  among  prudent 
business  men."  Proceeding  on  this  principle  the  courts  have  excused 
an  executor  for  making  an  investment  in  the  bonds  of  a  railroad 
company  where  the  investment  was  made  after  making  careful  inqui- 
ries and  investigations,  the  result  of  which  was  to  satisfy  his  mind 
tiiat  the  investments  were  safe  and  prudent  at  the  time.** 

153.  Personal  and  Real  Estate  Security. — At  common  law  there 
was  no  objection  fo  an  executor  lending  out  money  on  personal 
security.  In  equity  the  contrary  rule  obtained,  and  unless  an  exeo- 
otor  or  administrator  was  expressly  empowered  to  lend  money  on 
personal  security  he  committed  a  breach  of  trust  in  adopting  that 

12.  Note:  40  Am.  Dee.  608,  609.  28  Am.  Rep.  254;  New  England  Trost 

13.  Watson  v.  Stone,  40  Ala.  461,  Go.  v.  Eaton,  140  Mass.  632,  4  N.  EL 
91  Am.  Dec  484;  Campbell  v.  Miller,  69,  64  Am.  Sep.  493;  Oaresehe  v. 
88  Oa.  304,  05  Am.  Dec  389  and  note.  Levering  Inv.  Co.,  146  Mo.  436,  48 

14.  Finch  v.  Finch.  28  S.  C.  164,  5  S.  W.  653, 46  L.R.A.  232. 

V.  E.  348, 13  A.  S.  R.  665.  16.  Brown  v.  Fz«neh,  125  Mas.  410^ 

15.  Brown  v.  French,  125  Mass.  410,  28  Am.  Rep.  264. 
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form  of  investment.*'  In  nearly  all  jurisdictions  to-day,  in  the  absence 
of  express  directions  in  the  instrument  creating  the  trusts,  or  of 
statutory  permission,  executors  and  administrators  cannot  invest  trust 
property  upon  any  mere  personal  security,'*  and  in  so  doing  will 
usually  be  held  personally  liable  for  any  loss  which  may  result." 
A  first  mortgage  on  real  estate  security  is  usually  considered  as  a 
proper  investment  for  the  funds  of  an  estate.'**  Although  there  was 
a  long  period  during  which  investments  of  trust  funds  upon  real 
estate  security  were  not  favored  in  England,  and  the  courts  would 
neither  direct  nor  sanction  such  an  investment  except  under  special 
circumstances,  real  estate  security  is  now  generally  accepted  when 
the  amount  of  the  loan  does  not  exceed  a  certain  proportion  of  the 
value  of  the  real  estate.  However,  a  loan  on  a  second  mortgage,  with- 
out other  security,  is  generally  not  sanctioned.'  A  rule  is  stated 
that  executors  have  no  power  to  purchase  real  estate  unless  such 
power  is  expressly  or  impliedly  conferred  by  the  will.* 

154.  Investments  under  Particular  Testamentary  Directions. — ^The 
particular  provisions  contained  in  the  wills  of  decedents  not  infre- 
quently limit  or  extend  the  power  and  authority  of  their  personal 
representatives  in  reference  to  the  investment  of  moneys  belonging 
to  the  estate.  The  courts  are  inclined  to  restrict  to  the  minimum 
such  deviations  from  the  normal  standard  of  authority  in  the  mak- 
ing of  investments.  Where  an  executor  is  directed  to  use  his  "best 
skill  and  judgment"  in  investing  funds  of  the  estate,  the  courts 
have  held  that  his  powers  and  discretion  are  not  enlarged  by  the 
use  of  these  words.*  And  when  acting  under  a  will  which  directed 
the  executors  to  place  moneys  of  the  estate  "on  interest  to  be  well 
secured,"  they  were  held  liable  for  an  investment  in  United  States 
bank  stock  which  subsequently  depreciated  in  value.*  On  the  ether 
hand,  where  a  will  directed  the  executors  to  use  their  judgment  as 
to  investing  the  estate,  at  the  same  time  recommending  keeping  one- 
half  in  real  estate,  the  executors  were  excused  from  liability  for  the 
depreciation  of  railroad  bonds  which  had  been  purchased  by  them 
on  their  selling  government  bonds.*  In  jurisdictions  prohibiting  exec- 
utors or  administrators,  in  the  absence  of  express  authority,  from 

17.  Note :  9  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  324.  20.  Gray  v.  Fox,  1  N.  J.  Eq.  259,  22 

18.  Lovetl    V.    Nelson,    11    Allen  Am.  Dec.  508. 

(Mass.)  101,  87  Am.  Dec.  706;  Gray  1.  Note:  40  Am.  Dec.  510,  513. 

V.  Fox,  1  N.  J.  Eq.  259,  22  Am.  Dec.  2.  Wilson  v.  Mason,  158  III.  304,  43 

508;  In  re  Nyce,  5  Watts  &  S.  (Pa.)  N.  E.  134,  49  A.  S.  R.  162. 

254.  40  Am.  Dec.  498  and  note.  3.  Kimball  v.  Rediog,  31  N.  H.  352, 

Note:  4  L.R.A.  610.  64  Am.  Dec.  333. 

19.  Gray  v.  Fox,  1  N.  J.  Eq.  259,  4.  In  re  Nyce,  5  Watts  &  S.  (Pa.) 
22  Am.  Dec.  508;  Lamb  v.  Lamb,  1  254,  40  Am.  Dec.  498  and  note. 
Spears  Eq.  (S.  C.)  289,  40  Am.  Dec.  5.  Brown  v.  French,  125  Mass.  410, 
618.  28  Am.  Rep.  264. 
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investing  trust  funds  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  appointing  court, 
it  has  been  held  that  a  provision  in  a  will  giving  the  executors  "full 
authority  to  invest  the  trust  property  in  such  manner  as  they  shall 
deem  b^"  did  not  in  effect  authorize  them  to  make  such  an  invests 
ment  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  such  courts* 

155.  Limitations  as  to  Liability. — In  many  of.  the  states  provi- 
sion is  made  by  statute  that  investments  should  be  made  by  executors 
and  administrators  under  the  sanction  and  direction  of  courts  of 
probate,  and  the  approval  of  the  court  may  then  serve  as  a  protec- 
tion to  the  personal  representatives; '  but  even  an  order  of  the  court 
will  be  no  protection  to  the  administrator  or  executor  where  such 
order  is  beyond  its  jurisdiction.*  The  assent  to  improper  invest- 
ment by  cestui  que  trust  who  is  sui  juris,  with  full  knowledge  of 
the  facts,  may  estop  him  from  holding  the  personal  representative 
accountable;  but  such  assent  hiust  be  with  full  knowledge  of  the 
facts  and  of  their  legal  effect'  A  guardian  of  infant  legatees  ex- 
pressing a  favorable  opinion  of  an  investment  by  executors  in  bank 
stock,  of  moneys  to  which  the  infants  are  entitled,  does  not  thereby 
agree  that  the  moneys  shall  be  so  !nve.«ted,  so  as  to  debar  his  war^ 
from  holding  the  executors  liable  for  a  loss  by  depreciation.**'  Under 
certain  circumstances,  executors  and  administrators  are  absolved  from 
responsibility  for  losses  occurring  from  causes  beyond  their  control; 
for  example,  where  the  property  of  the  estate  has  been  taken  by 
the  public  enemy,  or  has  been  lost  through  unavoidable  accident, 
or,  in  case  of  animals,  where  they  have  perished  from  disease.** 
Where  an  executor  during  the  civil  war  received  money  bequeathed 
to  legatees  residing  in  the  North  which  was  afterward  confiscated 
by  the  Confederate  government  it  was  held  that  the  Confederate 
government  had  authority  as  an  exercise  of  belligerent  rights  to 
confiscate  the  property  as  of  an  alien  enemy,  and  that  such  act 
released  the  executor  from  his  responsibility  therefor.** 

156.  Interest  on  Delayed  Investments. — It  is  the  duty  of  an  admin- 
istrator to  use  reasonable  diligence  and  despatch  in  settling  the  estate 
committed  to  him,  and  in  delivering  the  residue  of  such  estate  to 
the  heirs  and  distributees.  If  he  negligently  or  in  bad  faith  unrea- 
sonably delays  the  settlement  of  bis  estate,  he  may  be  held  liable 
to  the  heirs  and  distributees  of  such  estate  for  interest  upon  all 
moneys  in  his  hands  from  the  time  when  such  moneys  should  have 
been  paid  by  him.**    Conversely,  an  executor  or  administrator  is 

6.  Pabst  T.  Ooodrieh,  133  Wis.  43,  10.  In  re  Nvee,  6  Watts  &  S.  (Fa.) 
113  K.  W.  398,  14  Ann.  Gas.  824  and  254,  40  Am.  Dec  498  and  niita. 
note.  11.  State  v.  Meagher,  44  Mo.  356, 

7.  Note:  40  Am.  Dee.  508.  100  Am.  Dee.  298. 

8.  Gray  v.  Fox,  1  N.  J.  Eq.  259,  22  ISL  Newton  v.  Boshong,  22  Orat. 
Am.  Dec.  608.  (Va.)  628,  12  Am.  Rep.  553. 

9.  Note:  40  Am.  Dec.  618.  13.  Walls  t.  Walker,  37  Cal.  424, 
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not  chargeable  with  interest  on  funds  coming  into  his  hands,  if  he 
pays  them  over  to  those  entitled  within  a  reasonable  time.**  But 
interest  on  sums  ascertained  to  be  in  the  executor's  hands  will  not 
be  suspended  pending  the  examination  of  their  account.'*  It  may  be 

stated  as  the  general  rule  that  the  personal  liability  of  an  executor  or 
administrator  to  the  distributees  of  ao  estate  for  interest,  where  there 
has  been  delay  in  the  closing  up  and  settlement  of  the  estate,  depends 
entirely  upon  the  question  whether  the  delay  was  reasonable  or  unrea- 
sonable under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  particular  case,  he  being 
free  from  personal  liability  for  interest  where  the  delay  was  reasonable, 
and  chargeable  with  interest  where  the  delay  was  unreasonable.  The 
pendency  of  suits  which  in  the  event  of  an  unfavorable  outcome 
would  seriously  diminish  the  assets  and  complicate  .the  accounts  after 
a  distribution,  may  be  a  good  reason  for  delaying  the  settlement, 
and  during  the  period  of  reasonable  delay  may  justify  keeping  the 
moneys  without  a  liability  for  interest.**  The  same  general  prin- 
ciples have  been  applied  in  determining  the  liability  of  an  executor 
or  administrator  for  interest  where  he  has  failed  promptly  to  rein- 
vest funds  not  available  for  distribution,"  allowing,  of  course,  a  rea- 
sonable time  within  which  to  make  the  investment.*^ 

157.  Interest  Chargeable  for  Misfeasance. — One  method  of  dis- 
ciplining executors  and  administrators  for  neglect  of  duty  is  to  in- 
crease the  burden  of  interest  which  they  are  required  to  pay  on 
balances  in  their  hands.  As  elsewhere  seen  the  beneficiaries  in  some 
cases  have  an  election  between  exacting  all  of  the  promts  derived  by 
an  executor  or  administrator  from  an  improper  use  of  the  funds  of 
the  estate,  and  requiring  him  to  pay  full  legal  interest  on  the  amounts 
used.'*  It  seems  that  courts  do  not  have  the  power  to  impose  arbi- 
trary rates  of  interest  above  the  statutory  rate  in  adjusting  the  account 
of  personal  representatives.  But  a  court  of  equity  may  fix  a  lower 
rate  in  such  accountings,  as  an  equitable  charge."  The  method  of 
charging  compound  interest  has  been  resorted  to  in  order  to  aug- 
ment the  burden  of  interest  beyond  the  legal  rate  where  an  executor- 

99  Am.  Dec.  290;  Johnson  t.  Hedrick,  16.  Note:  31  L.B.A.(N.S.)  351. 

33  Ind.  129,  5  Am.  Rep.  191;  In  re  17.  Chase  t.  Loekerman,  11  Qill  ft 

Bullion,  87  Neb.  700,  128  N.  W.  32,  J.  (Md.)  185,  35  Am.  Dec.  277;  In  re 

31  L.R.A.(N.S.)  350  and  note;  Lenoir  Ricker,  14  Mont.  153,  35  Pac.  960,  29 

V.  Winn,  4  Desaus.  (S.  C.)  65,  6  Am.  LJl.A.  622. 

Dee.  597;  Taylor  v.  Taylor,  66  W.  Va.  18.  Weir  v.  Weir,  3  B.  Mon.  (Ky.) 

238,  66  S.  E.  690,  19  Ann.  Cas.  414.  645,  39  Am.  Dec.  487;  Dunscomb  t. 

14.  Chase  v.  Lockerman,  11  Gill  &  Dunscomb,  1  Jobns.  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  508, 
J.  (Md.)  185,  35  Am.  Dee.  277  and  7  Am.  Dec.  504;  Fox  v.  WiIcock%  1 
note;  Lynn's  Appeal,  31  Pa.  St.  44,  Bin.  (Pa.)  194,  2  Am.  Dec.  433. 

72  Am.  Dec.  721.  19.  See  supra,  par.  143. 

15.  Tundt's  Appeal,  13  Pa.  St.  576,  20.  In  re  Bicker,  14  Mont  163^  SS 
63  Am.  Dee.  4fl6.  Pac  960,  29  LJI.A,  622. 

148 


Digitized  by  Google 


U  B.  C.  K 


EXECDTOBS  AND  ADMINISTBATOAS 


»  158 


or  administrator  has  been  guilty  of  some  positive  misconduct  or  wil- 
ful violation  or  omission  of  duty.*  Yet  it  has  been  said  that  the 
rule  that  compound  interest^  or  interest  computed  with  periodical 
rests,  is  not  usually  charged  against  executors  or  administrators  for 
the  purpose  of  punishing  them  for  any  intentional  wrongdoing,  but 
rather  to  carry  into  effect  the  principle  enforced  by  courts  of  equity 
tbfU  the  trustee  shall  not  be  permitted  to  make  any  profit  from  the 
unauthorized  use  of  the  trust  fund  and  to  reach  the  profits  thereby 
realized.*  In  any  event  an  administrator  who  converts  the  trust 
moneys  to  his  own  use,  or  employs  them  in  his  business  without 
accounting  for  the  profite,  may  very  properly  be  charged  with  com- 
pound interest.*  The  same  rule  has  been  enforced  where  an  admin- 
istrator used  money  of  the  estate  in  his  business,  with  the  approval 
of  the  widow,  and  continued  so  to  use  it  for  an  unreasonable  period 
after  distribution  should  have  been  made.  In  such  a  case  compound 
interest  may  be  charged  for  the  use  of  the  money  following  the  time 
fixed  by  the  statute  for  its  distribution.*  In  certain  cases  compound 
interest  may  be  properly  charged,  even  though  there  is  no  element 
of  wrongdoing.  For  example,  it  has  been  held  that  where  the  exec- 
utors are  under  an  obligation  to  pay  the  interest  on  a  legacy  annu- 
ally, and  have  retained  such  interest  in  their  hands,  they  may  be 
charged  with  compound  interest.*  Quite  distinct  from  the  rule  of 
periodical  rests  whereby  compound  interest  is  chargeable  is  the  prin- 
ciple that  interest  may  be  charged  on  annual  balances,  except  when 
9uch  balances  are  necessarily  retained  in  the  representative's  hands 
for  the  purposes  of  the  estate.*  But  when  interest  is  charged  on 
annual  balances  the  interest  should  not  be  carried  to  the  balance  of 
the  succeeding  years.'  And  whenever  annual  rests  are  made  in  an 
executor's  or  guardian's  account,  for  the  purpose  of  charging  him  with 
interest,  he  is  entitled  to  have  bis  commissions  deducted  at  each  rest, 
on  moneys  actually  received  and  disbursed  during  the  year.* 

Liability  for  Bank  Failuret 

158.  In  GeneraL — The  liability  of  an  executor  or  administrator  as 
to  the  money  of  an  estate  in  his  hands  is  that  of  an  ordinary  bailee 
for  hire.  He  is  not  regarded  as  an  insurer,  and  is  not  liable  for  the 
loss  of  such  property  where  he  has  shown  good  faith,  and  has  acted 

1.  Note:  29  L.RJL  627.  6.  Darrel  v.  Eden,  3  Desana.  (S. 

2.  Note:  29  L.R.A.  623.  C.)  241,  4  Am.  Dec.  613. 

3.  Schieffelin  v.  Stewart,  1  Johns.  7.  Duncan  v.  Tobin,  Chevea  Eq.  (8. 
Ch.  (N.  Y.)  620,  7  Am.  Dee.  507.  C.)  143,  34  Am.  Dec.  605;  Granberry 

4.  In  re  McPhee,  156  Cftl.  335,  104  v.  Qmnberry,  1  Wash.  (Va.)  246,  1 
Pac.  455.  Ann.  Cas.  1913E  899.  Am.  Dee.  455. 

6.  Bowles  V.  Drayton,  1  Deaans.  (S.  8.  Vanderheyden  v.  Tanderheyden, 
C.)  489, 1  Am.  Dee.  689.  2  Paige  (N.  T.)  287, 21  Am.  Dee.  86. 
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with  the  diligence  usual  with  good  business  men  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances.* Accordingly  it  is  an  accepted  principle  in  most  juria- 
dictions  that  an  executor  or  administrator  who  deposits  the  moneys 

of  the  estate  ia  good  faith  in  a  solvent  bank  of  good  repute,  to  the 
trust  account  and  not  to  his  own  account  or  credit,  ia  not  liable  for 
the  loss  of  such  money  through  the  subsequent  insolvency  or  failure 
of  the  bank.'*"  This  is  especially  true  when  the  bank  is  located  in 
the  state  of  his  residence,  and  he  is  guilty  of  no  delay  in  paying 
out  the  money  so  deposited,  as  soon  as  those  entitled  to  it  will  receive 
it.**  It  seems  that  the  power  and  duty  of  depositing  money  in  a  bank 
does  not  depend  on  whether  any  interest  will  be  received  on  the 
deposit."  The  lieposit  should  be  one  made  in  the  ordinary  manner 
subject  to  immediate  withdrawal.  A  permanent  deposit  in  a  bank 
is  in  the  nature  of  a  loan  or  investment  of  the  tnist  fund,  and  is 
regarded  as  being  on  mere  personal  security,  and  where  such  a  loan 
upon  personal  security  is  not  permissible,  the  trustee  is  rendered  liable 
for  a  loss  arising  upon  such  permanent  deposit;**  and  an  admin- 
istrator is  chargeable  for  money  which  he  so  deposits  and  afterwords 
fails  to  get  because  of  the  insolvency  of  the  bfuik.'^  It  seems  that 
an  administrator  or  an  executor  would  not  be  justified  in  deposit- 
ing money  in  a  bank  on  an  account  over  which  he  would  not  have 
entire  control.**  In  some  jurisdictions  a  distinction  is  drawn  between 
the  mere  placing  of  money  in  the  custody  of  the  bank  for  safe 
keeping,  the  identical  money  being  returned,  and  the  depositing  of 
money  to  the  credit  of  the  depositor  which  the  bonk  may  use  mean- 
while in  its  general  banking  business.  Where  a  deposit  is  made 
in  the  latter  manner  by  an  executor  or  administrator  he  may  be  held 
responsible  for  the  failure  of  the  bank  although  in  the  other  case 
he  might  be  exonerated.** 

159.  Selection  of  Bank;  Duration  of  Deposit — In  selecting  a  bank 
for  the  deposit  of  trust  funds,  the  trustee  is  bound  to  exercise  that 
degree  of  care  which  prudent  men  use  in  the  direction  of  their 

9.  Note:  98  A.  S.  R.  371.  See  gen-  11.  Knapp  v.  Jessup,  146  Mich.  348, 
erally,  Bailment,  vol.  3,  p.  104  et  109  N.  W.  666,  117  A.  S.  R.  646,  7 
seq.,  as  to  bailee's  liability.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  617  and  note;  Moore  v. 

10.  Norwood  v.  Harness,  98  Ind.  Eure,  101  N.  C.  11,  7  S.  E.  471,  9 
134,  49  Am.  Rep.  739;  Officer  v.  OfFi-  A.  S.  R.  17. 

eer,  120  la.  389,  94  N.  W.  947,  98  A.  12.  Succession  of  Benton,  106  La. 

S.  R.  365  and  note;  In  re  rishbeck,  494.  31  So.  123,  59  L.R.A.  135. 

146  Mich.  348,  109  N.  W.  666,  117  13.  Note:  45  L.R.A.(N.S.)  11. 

A.  S.  R.  646,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  617;  In  14.  Baer's  Appeal,  127  Pa.  St.  360, 

re  Kohler,  15  Wash.  613,  47  Pac.  30,  18  Atl.  1,  4  L.R.A.  609. 

65  A.  S.  R.  904;  Wilks  v.  Groom,  3  15.  Note:  2  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  185. 

Drew.  584,  25  L.  J.  Ch.  724  }  2  Eng.  16.  Williams  v.  Williams,  55  Wis. 

Rul.  Cas.  175  and  note.  300,  12  N.  W.  465,  13  N.  W.  274,  42 

Note:  98  A.  S.  R.  371,  372.  Am.  Rep.  708. 
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own  affairs.*'  He  may  be  held  responsible  for  the  failure  of  a  bank 
in  which  be  has  deposited  moneys  of  the  estate  when  it  was  weak 
and  this  fact  was  known  to  the  trustee,  or  might  have  been  known 
by  the  exercise  of  ordinary  prudence  and  diligence.  The  question 
in  all  such  cases  is,  was  the  trustee  reasonably  prudent  and  diligent 
in  making  or  continuing  the  deposit?  "  The  time  which  the  deposit 
is  allowed  to  remain  in  the  bank  is  of  importance  as  bearing  upon 
the  good  faith  and  care  which  the  biistee  is  exercising  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  trust  estate.**  If  an  administrator  deposits  money 
as  administrator  in  a  bank  Uien  in  good  standing  and  credit,  and 
permits  the  deposit  to  remain  in  such  bank  during  the  period  until 
the  estate  could  be  settled,  he  will  not  necessarily,  be  liable  for  the 
loss  in  case  of  failure.  The  retaining  in  a  bank,  by  an  administra- 
tor, of  money  received  by  him,  instead  of  distributing  it,  does  not 
make  him  liable  for  its  loss  through  failure  of  the  bank,  where  he 
had  a  right  to  retain  money  for  the  use  of  the  testator's  widow, 
which  might  be  called  for  at  any  time.*" 

160.  Deposits  in  Individual  Name. — In  order  to  protect  the  exec- 
utor or  administrator  from  the  loss  due  to  the  failure  of  a  bank,  the 
deposit  must  be  made  to  the  trust  account  and  not  in  the  individual 
nanae  of  the  personal  representative  making  the  deposit*  It  is  almost 
universally  held  that  where  an  executor  or  administrator  deposits 
money  of  the  estate  in  a  bank  in  his  own  name  he  may  be  held 
liable  for  loss  occasioned  by  the  subsequent  insolvency  of  the  institu- 
tion,* although  he  bad  no  otiier  deposit,  and  informed  the  officers 
at  the  time  that  the  funds  were  in  trust.*  His  liability  will  not 
depend  upon  the  good  faith,  prudence,  or  judgment  with  which  appar- 
ently he  may  have  acted,  nor  upon  the  fact  that  he  may  have  dis- 
posed of  his  own  funds  in  the  same  way.  That  an  administrator 
directs  the  bank  to  credit  a  fund  deposited  by  him  to  his  account 
as  administrator  will  not  relieve  him  from  liability  in  case  the  fund 
is  lost  through  failure  of  the  bank,  if  the  fund  is  in  fact  credited 
to  him  individually,  and  he  accepts  a  pass  book  showing  that  fact.* 

17.  Note:  45  LJ{.A.(N.S.)  1.  and  note;  WilliaTOS  t.  Williams,  55 

18.  Norwood  t.  Harness,  98  Ind.  Wis.  300, 12  N.  W.  465, 13  N.  W.  274, 
i34,  49  Am.  Rep.  739.  42  Am.  Rep.  708. 

19.  Note:  45  L.R.A.(N.S.)  8.  Noteg:  98  A.  S.  R.  373;  14  IiJl.A. 

20.  In  re  Fishbeck,  146  Mich.  348,  105  ;  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  618. 

109  N.  W.  666,  117  A.  8.  R.  646,  7  3.  Williams  v.  Williams,  55  Wis. 
LJ?.A.(N.S.)  617.  300,  12  N.  W.  465,  13  N.  W.  274,  42 

1.  Chancellor  v.  Chancellor,  177  Ala.  Am.  Rep.  708. 

44,  58  So.  423,  45  L.R.A.{N.S.)  1  and  Note:  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  618. 

note;  Officer  v.  Officer,  120  la.  389,  84  4.  Chancellor  v.  Chancellor,  177  Ala. 

K.  W.  947,  98  A.  S.  R.  365  and  note.  44,  58  So.  423,  45  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1  and 

2.  Chancellor  v.  Chancellor,  177  Ala.  note. 
^jit  58  So.  423,  46  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1 
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Rights  and  Duties  as  to  Real  and  Pertondl  Property 

161.  Kature  of  Powers  as  to  Personalty. — At  the  ancient  common 
law  the  title  to  personal  property  of  a  deceased  person  vested  abso- 
lutely in  his  personal  representative,  and  the  surplus  thereof,  after 
the  payment  of  legacies,  debts  and  the  charges  of  administration, 
belonged  to  the  executor  or  administrator  as  recompense  for  his  serv- 
ices." During  a  more  recent  period  of  the  common  law  the  interest 
of  the  heirs  of  the  decedent  was  recognized,  and  the  executor  or  admin- 
istrator was  under  obligation  to  account  to  them  for  the  surplus  of 
personal  estate  remaining  in  his  hands  after  satisfying  the  obli- 
gations of  the  decedent.*  Under  the  common  law  as  now  recognized 
it  is  the  established  rule  that  the  personal  property  of  a  decedent 
vests  upon  his  death  in  his  executor  or  administrator,'  and  for  the 
time  being  he  succeeds  to  all  the  rights  and  responsibilities  of  the 
decedent  with  reference  thereto,*  Accordingly,  the  representative  has 
the  legal  title  to  the  personal  estate  for  the  purpose  of  paying  debts 
against  it;*  and  since  he  has  the  right  of  ph^^cal  custody  and 
.possession,'*  and  the  responsibility  for  preserving  the  property  de- 
volves upon  him,^'  he  may  maintain  any  possessory  action  to  enforce 

8.  Notes:  52  A.  S.  R.  118;  112  A.  Lives,  etc.,  168  Pa.  St.  431,  32  AU.  25, 


7.  Kelly  v.  Kelly,  9  Ala.  908,  44  660 ;  Stark  v.  Brown,  12  Wis.  572,  78 
Am.  Dec.  469;  Steele  v.  Steele,  64  Ala.  Am.  Dec.  762;  McKeigue  v.  Chicago, 
438,  38  Am.  Rep.  18;  Beckett  v.  Sel-  etc.,  R.  Co.,  130  Wis.  543,  110  N.  W. 
over,  7  Cal.  216,  68  Am.  Dee.  237;  384,  118  A.  S.  R.  1038,  10  Arm.  Cas. 
Crist  V.  Crist,  1  Ind.  570,  50  Am.  Dee.  554,  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  148. 
481;  Campbell  v.  Faxon,  73  Kan.  675,  Notes:  23  Am.  Dee.  201;  52  A.  S. 
85  Pac.  760,  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1002;  R.  118;  78  A.  S.  R.  179;  14  L.R.A.  414. 
Thomas  v.  White,  3  Litt.  (Ky.)  177,  14  8.  Com.  v.  Peebles,  134  Ky.  121,  U9 
Am.  Dec.  56;  Com.  v.  Peebles,  134  S.  W.  774,  20  Ann.  Cas.  724, 23  L.R.A. 
Ky.  121,  119  S.  W.  774,  20  Ann.  Cas.  (N.S.)  1130;  Huthmacher  v.  Hams, 
724,  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1130;  Orchard  38  Pa.  St.  491,  80  Am.  Dec.  502 ;  Pom- 
V.  Wright-Dalton -Bell- Anchor  Store  eroy's  Appeal,  127  Pa.  St.  492,  18 
Co.,  225  Mo.  414,  125  S.  W.  486,  20  Atl.  4,  4  L.R.A.  367;  Attorney-General 
Ann.  Cas.  1072;  Lenderink  v.  Saw-  v.  Kohler,  9  H.  L.  Cas.  654,  2  Eng. 
yer,  92  Neb.  587,  138  N.  W.  744,  Ann.  Rul.  Cas.  186. 

Cas.  1914A  261 ;  Dunning  v.  Ocean      9.  Richardson  v.  Cole,  160  Mo.  372, 
Nat.  Bank,  61  N.  Y.  497, 19  Am.  Rep.  61  S.  W.  182,  83  A.  S.  R.  479;  In  re 
293 ;  Smith  v.  Fortescue,  45  N.  C.  127,  Beard,  7  Wyo.  104,  50  Pac.  226,  75 
57  Am.  Dec.  593;  Gray  v.  Hawkins,  8  A.  S.  R.  882,  38  L.R.A.  860. 
Ohio  St.  449,  72  Am.  Dec.  600;  Mc-      10.  Moore  v.  Brandenburg,  248  III. 
Bride  V.  Vance,  73  Ohio  St.  938,  76  N.  232,  93  N.  B.  733,  140  A.  S.  R.  206; 
E.  938,  112  A.  S.  B.  723  and  note,  4  Alerding  v.  Allison,  170  Ind.  252,  83 
Ann.  Cas.  191;  In  re  John,  30  Ore.  494,  N,  E.  1006,  127  A.  S,  R.  363;  Morris 
47  Pac.  341,  50  Pae.  226,  36  L.R.A.  v.  Vyse,  154  Mich.  253,  117  N.  W.  639, 
242;  Petrie  v.  Clark,  11  S.  &  R.  (Pa.)  129  A.  S.  R.  472;  Ladd  v.  Wiggin,  3S 
377, 14  Am.  Dec.  636;  Wood's  Appeal,  N.  H.  421,  69  Am.  Dec.  551. 
92  Pa.  St.  379,  37  Am.  Rep.  694;  Ap-      Note:  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  705. 
peal  of  Pennsylvania  Co.  for  Ins.  on     11.  Alerding  v.  Allison,  170  Ind. 
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S.  R.  728. 
6.  Note:  52  A,  S.  R.  118. 


47  A.  S.  R.  893;  Ross  v.  Sutton,  1 
Bailey  L.  (S.  C.)  126,  19  Am.  Dec. 
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such  right.'*  An  unlawful  interference  with  the  property  to  its  dam- 
age is  a  disturbance  of  hia  possession  for  which  he  may  sue  in  his 
»wn  name.*'  Nevertheless  be  takes  such  personal  property  in  trust 
for  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  decedent  and  the  distribution  of 
the  remainder  among  his  next  of  kin,**  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
risions  of  the  will  or  the  law.''  The  personal  property  and  assets 
belonging  to  a  decedent's  estate  are  said  to  be  held  en  autre  droit, 
and  not  as  an  absolute  property.'*  Since  the  interest  which  an  exec- 
utor as  such  has  in  the  personal  estate  of  his  testator  is  not  the 
absolute  title  of  an  owner,  it  cannot  be  levied  on  for  his  person&l 
debts."  In  some  jurisdictions  the  rule  of  the  common  law  as  to 
the  title  of  personalty  vesting  in  the  executor  or  administrator  has 
been  departed  from  and  by  statute  the  title  to  personalty  as  well  as 
to  realty  is  considered  as  vesting  at  once  in  the  heirs,  subject  only 
to  the  right  of  the  executor  to  its  possession  for  specific  purposes.'^ 
162.  Interest  of  Heir  in  Personalty  as  Affecting  Rule. — Upon  the 
death  of  one  owning  personal  property,  the  complete  title  to  it  does 
not  ordinarily  pass  at  once  to  the  heirs  and  parties  beneficially  inter- 
ested in  the  estate.  If  no  administration  is  granted,  and  the  time 
for  taking  out  letters  has  expired,  the  property  practically  passes  to 
them  without  the  intervention  of  others;  and  for  certain  purposes, 
even  when  administration  is  granted,  the  title  passes  to  the  heirs  as 
of  Uie  date  of  the  death  of  the  owner.  Nevertheless  until  the  estate 
is  settled,  the  heirs  are  not  actually  entitled  to  any  of  the  personal 
property  belonging  to  the  decedent"   Their  interest  in  one  sense 

252,  83  N.  E.  1006,  127  A.  S.  R.  363  Am.  Rep.  16;  McKei^e  v.  Chicago, 

and  note;  Jones  v.  Green,  129  Mich,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  130  Wis.  543,  110  N.  W. 

203,  88  N.  W.  1047,  95  A.  S.  R,  433  384,  118  A.  S.  R.  1038,  10  Ann.  Gas. 

and  note  (holding  that  where  the  per-  554,  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  148. 

80nal  property  consists  of  corporate  16.  Carter  v.  Manufacturers*  Nat. 

stock  the  representative  has  the  right  Bank,  71  Me.  448,  36  Am.  Rep.  338; 

to  vote  on  it  even  against  those  hene-  Dawes  v.  Boylston,  9  Mass.  337,  6 

ficially  interested  in  the  estate);  In  Am.  Dec.  72;  Kent  v.  Bolhwell,  152 

re  Higgins,  15  Mont.  474,  39  Pae.  506,  Mass.  341,  25  N.  E.  721,  9  L.R.A.  258; 

28  L.R.A.  116.  Pond  v.  Pond,  79  Vt.  352,  65  Atl.  97, 

12.  Black  V.  ElUott,  63  Ean.  211,  65  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  212. 

Pac.  215,  88  A.  S.  R.  239.  17.  Carter  v.  Manufacturers'  Nat. 

13.  Kent  v.  Bolhwell,  152  Mass.  341,  Bank,  71  Me.  448,  36  Am.  Hep.  338; 
25  N.  E.  721,  9  L.R.A.  258.  Petrie  v.  Clark,  11  Serg.  &  R.  (Pa.) 

14.  Blackman  v.  Baxter,  125  la.  118,  377,  14  Am.  Dec.  636. 
100  N.  W.  75,  2  Ann.  Caa.  707,  70  Note:  78  A.  S.  R.  179. 

L.R.A.  250;  Can- V.  Hull,  65  Ohio  St  18.  Rankin  v.  Newman,  114  Cal 

894,  62  N.  E.  439,  87  A.  S.  R.  623,  58  635,  46  Pac.  742,  34  L.R.A.  265;  Biif- 

L.R.A.  641;  Petrie  v.  Clark,  11  Serg.  ford  v.  Holliman,  10  Tex.  560,  60  Am. 

ft  R.  (Pa.)  377, 14  Am.  Dee.  636;  Wis-  Dec.  223. 

•onsin  Trust  Co.  v.  Chapman,  121  Wis.  Notes:  23  Am.  Dee.  200;  112  A.  8. 

479,  99  N.  W.  341,  105  A.  S.  R.  1032.  R.  728. 

Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  728.  19.  Blackman  v.  Baxter,  125  la. 

16.  Steele  v.  Steele,  64  Ala.  438,  38  118,  100  N.  W.  75,  2  Ann.  C^as.  707, 
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is  that  of  equitable  owners;  and  privity  exists  between  the  admin- 
istrator and  the  heir  in  respect  to  personal  estate  left  by  the  intes- 
tate.^ Accurately  speaking  the  heir  has  no  title  to  the  personal  estate 
but  merely  a  right  to  a  distributive  share  in  the  surplus  after  pay- 
ment of  debts  and  expenses  of  administration.*  Yet  the  right  of 
the  heir  to  his  distributive  share  in  the  estate  vesta  at  once  upon  the 
death  of  the  decedent,  and  actual  distribution  gives  no  new  title  but 
merely  ascertains  the  property  to  which  the  title  attaches.*  Although 
all  of  the  personal  property  vests  in  the  executor  or  administrator 
and  he  has  the  right  to  its  possession,*  there  is  a  well-established  excep- 
tion to  this  rule  to  the  effect  that  when  the  property  is  not  needed 
for  the  payment  of  the  debts,  and  has  been  appropriated  whei-e  it 
rightfully  belongs,  the  naked  legal  title  of  the  representative  of  a 
deceased  person  is  not  sufficient  in  equity  against  one  who  has  the 
equitable  title,  accompanied  by  the  rightful  possession.'  Hence,  an 
administrator  is  not  entitled  to  the  possession  of  property  of  which 
the  decedent  whose  estate  he  represents  died  possessed,  as  against  a 
defendant  who  shows  that  he  is  the  equitable  owner  liiereof,  in  the 
absence  of  proof  that  there  are  creditors  of  the  estate  whose  equitable 
claims  to  the  property  take  precedence  over  that  of  the  defendant.* 
It  has  been  held  that  the  adult  heirs,  laboring  under  no  disability, 
may  contract  with  reference  to  the  distribution  of  personal  property 
where  the  rights  of  creditors  are  not  involved,  even  as  against  an 
administrator.'  In  some  jurisdictions  the  foregoing  rules  do  not  pre- 
vail, but  the  personal  property  belonging  to  an  estate  descends  directly 
to  the  heir  or  to  the  beneficiary  named  in  the  will  in  the  same  manner 
as  real  estate,  with  a  qualified  right  in  the  personal  representative 
to  hold  it  for  the  purposes  of  administration  rather  as  a  receiver  than 
in  the  capacity  of  a  common  law  executor.  In  such  jurisdictions  the 
title  is  not  in  the  executor,  nor  has  be  the  power  of  disposal,  save  by 
order  of  the  court.* 

79  L.R.A.  250;  In  re  Acken,  144  la.  rnles  determining  the  ehares  of  dia- 

519,  123  N.  W.  187,  Ann.  Caa.  1912A  tributees. 

1166;  Weir  v.  Bagby,  72  Kan.  67,  82  3.  Blaekman  v.  Baxter,  125  la.  118, 
Pae.  585,  7  Ann.  Caa.  702.  100  N.  W.  75,  2  Ann.  Ca&  707,  70 

20.  Richardson  v.  Cole,  160  Mo.  372,  L.R.A.  250. 

61  S.  W.  182,  83  A.  S.  R.  479.  4.  See  supra,  par.  161. 

1.  MeGarvey  V.  Damall,  134  lU.  367,     5.  Note:  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  705. 

25  N.  E.  1005,  10  L.R.A.  861.  6.  Koalowski  v.  Newman,  74  Neb. 

2.  Wright  V.  Holmes,  100  Me.  508,  704,  105  N.  W.  295,  3  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

62  Atl.  607,  4  Ann.  Cas.  583,  3  L.R.A.  704  and  note. 

(N.S.)  769;  Marvin  v.  Bowlby,  142      7.  In  re  Acken,  144  la.  519,  123  N. 
Mich.  245,  105  N.  W.  751,  113  A.  S.  W.  187,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  1106. 
R.  574,  7  Ann.  Cas.  559,  4  L.R.A.     8.  Murphy  v.  Grouse,  135  Cal.  14, 
(N.S.)  189.    See  Descent  akd  Dts-  66  Pae.  971,  87  A.  S.  R.  90. 
TRiBunoN,  vol.  9,  p.  17  et  seq.  aa  to  the 
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163.  Right  of  Heir  to  Realty. — At  common  law  and  in  most  mod- 
ern jurisdictions  real  estate  becomes  vested  on  the  death  of  tlie  owner 
in  his  heirs  or  devisees,*  subject  to  the  right  of  the  personal  repre- 
sentative to  take  it  for  the  payment  of  creditors  in  case  the  personal 
estate  proves  insufficient  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  estate  and  the 
expenses  of  the  administration.*^  However,  after  an  estate  has  once 
been  finally  settled  and  the  administrator  discharged,  the  title  is 
vested  absolutely  in  the  heir,  and  this  title  cannot  be  disturbed  and 
the  property  made  liable  for  costs  by  successive  administrations." 
Although  real  estate  is,  in  the  contingency  named,  deemed  assets  avail- 
able for  the  payment  of  debts,  the  general  rule  is  that  until  it  is 
required  to  be  taken  and  is  actually  used  for  that  purpose  the  heirs  are 

9.  Steele  t.  Steele,  64  Ala.  438,  38  32  Atl.  25,  47  A.  S.  R.  893;  Berry  v. 

Am.  Rep.  15;  Taylor  v.  Crook,  136  Howaid.  26  S.  D.  29,  127  N.  W.  626, 

Ala.  354,  34  So.  905,  96  A.  S.  R.  26;  Ann.  Gas.  1913A  994  and  note. 
Beckett  v.  Selover,  7  Gal.  215,  68     Notes:  78  A.  S.  R.  176;  79  A.  S. 

Am.  Dee.  237;  Rankin  v.  Newman,  114  R.  82;  119  A.  S.  R.  586;  136  A.  S. 

CaL  635,  46  Pae.  742,  34  L.RJL.  265;  R.  82;  15  Ann.  Cas.  669;  Ann.  Cas. 

In  re  Packer,  125  Cal.  396,  58  Pae.  1913A  996. 

69,  73  A.  S.  R.  68;  In  re  De  Benial,     10.  SUte  v.  Williams,  131  Ala.  66, 

166  Cal.  223,  131  Pac.  376,  Ann.  Gas.  80  So.  782,  90  A.  S.  R.  17;  Hicky  v. 

1914D  26;  Dorrance  v.  Raynsford,  67  Stallwortb,  143  Ala.  635,  39  So.  267, 

Conn.  1,  34  Atl.  706,  52  A.  S.  R.  266;  lU  A.  S.  R.  67,  6  Ann.  Cas.  406; 

McDade  v.  Bnrch,  7  Ga.  559,  50  Am.  Beckett  v.  Selover,  7  Cal.  215,  68  Am. 

Dec.  407;  Smith  v.  McGonnell,  17  UL  Dec.  237;  Re  De  Bemal,  165  Cal.  223, 

135,  63  Am.  Dec.  340;  Walbridge  v.  131  Pae.  376,  Ann.  Caa.  1914D  26; 

Day,  31  Dl.  379,  83  Am.  Dee.  227;  Dorrance.  v.  Raynsford,  67  Conn.  1, 

Barrett  v.  Choen,  119  Ind.  56,  58,  20  34  Atl.  706,  52  A.  8.  R.  266;  Doe  v. 

N.  E.  145,  21  N.  E.  322,  12  A.  S.  R.  Roe,  4  Qa.  148,  48  Am.  Dec.  216;  Tay- 

363;  Campau  v.  Oillett,  1  Mich.  416,  lor  v.  Ftckas,  64  Ind.  167,  31  Am.  Rep. 

63  Am.  Dec.  73;  Root  v.  McFerrin,  37  114;  Barrett  t.  Choen,  119  Ind.  66, 

Miss.  17,  78  Am.  Dee.  49  and  note;  58,  20  N.  E.  145;  21  N.  E.  322, 12  A. 

Sturgeon  v.  Schaomburg,  40  Mo.  482,  S.  R.  363;  Fiscus  v.  Moore,  121  Ind. 

93  Am.  Dec  311;  McQuitty  v.  Wil-  647,  23  N.  E.  362,  7  L.R.A.  235;  In 

hite,  218  Mo.  686,  117  S.  W.  730,  131  re  Acken,  144  la.  619,  123  N.  W.  187, 

A.  S.  R.  561;  Orchard  v.  Wripht-Dal-  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  1166;  O'Keefe  v. 

toD-Bell-Ancbor  Store  Co.,  225  Mo.  Behrens,  73  Kan.  469,  86  Pac.  555,  9 

414,  125  S.  W.  486,  20  Ann.  Cas.  Ann.  Cas.  867,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  354; 

1072;  Rockland-Roekport  Lime  Go.  v.  Stark  v.  Kirchgraber,  186  Mo.  633,  85 

Leary,  203  N.  Y.  469,  97  N.  E.  43,  S.  W.  8G8.  105  A.  S.  R.  629;  Garr  v. 

Ann.  Cas.  1913B  62;  Johnson  v.  Cor-  HuU,  65  Ohio  St.  394,  62  N.  B.  439, 

penning,  39  N.  C.  216,  44  Am.  Dec.  87  A.  8.  R.  623,  58  L.R.A.  641;  In 

106;  Patton  v.  Patton,  60  N.  C.  572,  re  Ostlund,  57  Wash.  359,  106  Pac. 

86  AtD.  Dec.  448  and  note;  Grav  v.  1116, 135  A.  S.  R.  990.  See  also  supra, 

Hawkins,  8  Ohio  St.  449,  72  Am.  Dec.  par.  121  et  seq. 
600;  In  re  Johns,  30  Ore.  494,  47     11.  Gordon  v.  James,  86  Miss.  719, 

Pac.  341,  50  Pae.  226,  36  L.R.A.  242;  39  So.  18,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  461. 
Oliver  v.  Pittsburgh,  V.  &  C.  Ry.  Co.,      12.  Hicky  v.  Stallworth,  143  Ala. 

131  Pa.  St.  408,  19  Atl.  47,  17  A.  S.  635,  39  So.  267,  lU  A.  S.  R.  67,  .5 

R.  814 ;  Appeal  of  Pennsylvania  Co.,  Ann.  Cas.  496u 
for  Ins.  on  Lives,  etc.,  168  Pa.  St.  431, 
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entitled  to  the  possession  as  an  incident  to  the  title.^*  Since  as  a  rale 
the  heir,  upon  the  death  of  the  ancestor,  has  a  vested  interest  in  the 
estate,^^  he  may  in  most  jurisdictions  immediately  convey  such  interest 
by  deed.^*  In  other  jurisdictions,  however,  as  long  as  the  lien  for  the 
payment  of  the  decedent's  debts  remains  upon  land,  the  heirs 
cannot  convey  the  land  so  as  to  entitle  their  grantee  to  immediate 
possession.'* 

164.  Right  of  Personal  Representative  to  Realty. — ^An  executor 
or  administrator  at  common  law  takes  neither  an  estate,  title,  nor 
interest  in  the  real  estate  of  the  decedent.**  Whenever  he  iflader- 
takes  to  meddle  with  lands  without  authority,  he  cannot  bind  them 
any  more  than  a  stranger;  and  the  owner  is  in  no  way  affected  by 
his  action,  which  is  void  for  all  purposes.'^  If  the  representative 
goes  into  possession  or  receives  the  rents  from  the  lands  he  will  be 
considered  as  holding  them  not  as  the  assets  of  his  intestate,  but  as 
the  agent  or  trustee  of  the  heir  at  law.'*  Even  if  real  estate,  or  a 
power  over  real  estate,  be  devised  to  an  executor  as  executor,  he  is  said 
to  take  it  as  a  devisee,  and  not  in  his  general  capacity  as  executor.** 
Although  the  general  rule  that  the  realty  belongs  to  the  heir  is 
unquestioned,  nevertheless  under  certain  circumstances  an  executor 
or  administrator  may  take  possession  of  the  realty.  Apart  from  the 
instances  where  a  power  over  real  estate  is  given  to  the  executor  by  will, 
practically  the  only  occasion  on  which  the  personal  representative  is 
entitled  to  it  is  when  it  is  needed  to  liquidate  the  claims  of  creditors.' 
£ven  in  such  cases  an  executor  or  administrator  has,  however,  no 
estate  or  title  in  the  lands,*  nor  any  seisin,  and  therofore  cannot  be 


13.  Appeal  of  Pennaylvania  Co.  for  Wo.  586, 117  8.  W.  730,  131  A.  S.  R. 
Ins.  of  Lives,  eto.,  168  Pa.  St.  431,  32  561;  DuDning  v.  Ocean  Nat.  Bank,  61 
AtL  25,  47  A.  S.  B.  893.  N.  T.  497,  19  Am.  Rep.  293;  Pattoa 

14.  In  re  Packer,  125  Cat  396,  58  v.  Patton,  60  N.  C.  672,  86  Am.  Dec. 
Pae.  59,  73  A.  S.  R.  58  and  note.  448  and  note;  Myers  v.  lodges,  2 

15.  Hyde  v.  Barney,  17  Vt.  280,  44  Watts  (Pa.)  381,  27  Am.  Dec.  319. 
Am.  Dec.  335  and  note;  Austin  v.  Note:  78  A.  S.  R.  176. 

Bailey,  37  Vt.  219,  86  Am.  Dec.  703.  18.  Steele  v.  Steele,  64  Ala.  438,  38 

16.  Hubbard  v.  Bicart,  3  Vt.  207,  Am.  Rep.  15;  Frost  v.  Atwood,  73 
23  Am.  Dee.  198.  Mich.  67,  41  N.  W.  96,  16  A.  S.  R. 

17.  White  V.  Beard,  6  Port.  (Ala.)  660. 

94,  30  Am.  Dec.  552;  Smith  t.  Mc-  19.  Appeal  of  Pennsylvania  Co.  for 

Connell,  17  111.  135,  63  Am.  Dee.  340;  Ins.  on  Lives,  etc.,  168  Pa.  St.  431, 

In  re  Ackeh,  144  la.  519,  123  N.  W.  32  Atl.  25,  47  A.  S.  R.  893. 

187,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  1166;  Jones  v.  20.  Jones  v.  Atchison  T.  &  S.  F.  R. 

Atchison,  T.  &  S.  F.  R.  Co.,  150  Mass.  Co.,  150  Mass.  304,  23  N.  E.  43,  5 

304,  23  N.  E.  43,  6  L.R.A.  538;  Root  L.R.A.  638. 

V.  McFerrin,  37  Miss.  17,  75  Am.  Dec  1.  Perkins  v.  Lewis,  41  Aln.  649,  94 

49  and  note;  Stark  v.  Kirehgraber,  Am.  Deo.  616;  Tillson  v,  Holloway,  90 

186  Mo.  633,  85  S.  W.  868,  105  A.  S.  Neb.  481,  134  N.  W.  232,  Ann.  Cu. 

B.  629;  Grant  v.  Hathaway,  215  Mo.  1913jJ  78. 

141,  114  S.  W.  609,  15  Ann.  Cas.  567  2.  Mayer  v.  Komegav,  363  Ala.  371, 

and  note;  McQuitty  v.  Wilhite,  218  50  So.  880,  136  A.  S.  R.  79. 
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disseised.*  He  has  merely  a  power  ov^  the  real  estate  to  be  exercised 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the 
decedent's  debts.*  It  has  been  said  that  the  relation  which  the  admin- 
istrator bears  to  the  real  estate  is  that  of  agent  or  trustee,  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  the  rights  of  creditors  and  distributees,  and  that 
be  is,  virtute  officii,  clothed  with  power  necessary  to  execute  his  trust. 
The  common  law  rule  that  the  title  to  lands  is  cast  upon  the  heir  is 
not  necessarily  repealed  by  statutes  conferring  such  power  on  the 
personal  representative.  In  a  contest  between  the  heirs  and  a  stranger, 
the  heirs  may  succeed  on  their  title;  but  if  there  is  a  contest  between 
the  administrator  and  the  heirs,  and  it  is  manifested  that  there  is  a 
necessity  for  the  administrator  to  con^ol  the  possession  of  the  lands, 
he  will  prevail  against  the  heirs.*  Until  the  fact  has  been  judicially 
established  that  the  realty  is  required  to  pay  debts  the  heirs  may  not 
be  divested  of  their  title;*  and  the  legal  title  may  under  certain 
circumstances  remain  in  the  heira  until  the  actual  conveyance.'  The 
foregoing  principles  are  not  universally  accepted  and  in  some  juris- 
dictions an  executor  or  administrator  is  vested  with  the  right  to  the 
possession  of  the  real  estate  of  his  intestate,  as  well  as  the  personal 
estate,  and  his  duties  and  liabilities  in  respect  thereto  are  of  the  same 
general  character.*  In  all  such  cases  it  seems,  however,  that  the 
executor's  or  administrator's  right  to  possession  of  land  of  the  intestate 
is  subordinate  to  the  widow's  right  of  dower.*  And  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  suits  to  quiet  title  the  possession  of  the  administrator  is 
deemed  the  possession  of  the  heir.^* 

165.  Renting  of  Real  Estate. — ^At  common  law  an  executor  has  no 
right  to  lease  lands  for  any  purpose  without  the  consent  of  the  heirs.^^ 

3.  Knowles  v.  Blodgett,  15  E.  I.  7.  Sherwood  v.  Baker,  105  Mo.  472, 
463,  8  Atl.  691,  2  A.  S.  R.  913.  16  S.  W.  938,  24  A.  S.  R.  399. 

4.  White  V.  Beard,  6  Port.  (Ala.)  8.  Caroall  v.  Wilson,  21  Ark.  62, 
94,  30  Am.  Dec.  552;  Steele  v.  Steele,  76  Am.  Dec.  351;  Beckett  v.  Selover, 
64  Ala.  438,  38  Am.  Rep.  15;  Taylor  7  Cal.  215,  68  Am.  Dec.  237;  Walls  v. 
V.  Crook,  136  Ala.  354,  34  So.  905,  96  Walker,  37  Cal.  424,  99  Am.  Dec.  290; 
A.  S.  R.  26;  Mayer  v.  Kornegny,  163  Moody  v.  Macomber,  159  Mich.  557, 
Ala.  371,  50  So.  880, 136  A.  S.  R.  79;  124  N.  W.  549,  134  A.  S.  R.  755;  Jen- 
Smith  V.  McConnell,  17  111.  135,  63  kins  v.  Jensen,  24  Utah  108,  66  Pac. 
Am.  Dec.  340;  Sturgeon  v.  Schaum-  773,  91  A.  S.  R.  783;  Rock  Springs 
burg,  40  Mo.  482,  93  Am.  Dee.  311;  First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Ludvigsen,  8  Wyo. 
Sherwood  v.  Baker,  105  Mo.  472,  16  230,  56  Pae.  994,  57  Pac.  934,  80  A. 
S.  W.  938,  24  A.  S.  R.  399;  Emmons  S.  R.  928. 

V.  Gordon,  140  Mo.  490,  41  S.  W.  998,  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  996. 

62  A.  S.  R.  734;  Knowles  v.  Blodgett,  9.  Bettis  v.  McNider,  137  Ala.  588, 

15  R.  I.  463,  8  Atl.  691,  2  A.  S.  R.  34  So.  813,  97  A.  S.  R.  59.   See  gen- 

913.  erally,  Doweb,  vol.  9,  p.  559. 

6.  MoDade  r.  Bnrch,  7  Oa.  559,  60  10.  Jenkins  v.  Jensen,  24  Utah  108. 

Am.  Dec.  407.  66  Pac.  773,  91  A.  S.  R.  783.  See  gen- 

6.  Hickel  t.  Hioks,  19  Kan.  578,  27  erally,  Cloud  oh  Titlb,  vol.  5,  p.  65a 

Am.  Rep.  161.  11.  Note:  1  Ann.  Cas.  406. 
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Not  infrequently  admin istratora  and  executors  are  prohibited  by  stat- 
ute from  renting  the  real  estate  of  the  deceased  unless  the  probate 
court  is  satisfied  that  such  renting  is  necessary  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  the  debts  of  the  decedent.^*  Instances  occur  where  the  power 
to  rent  the  real  property  of  the  estate  is  conferred  by  will  on  the 
executor  either  expressly  or  by  necessary  implication.**  By  statutes 
in  some  states  the  personal  representative  is  given  not  only  the  pos- 
session of  the  real  estate  but  the  right  to  rent  it,**  at  times,  without 
demanding  security.'* 

166.  Liability  under  Leases. — It  has  been  held  that  a  lease  of 
land  the  execution  of  which  was  not  with  reference  to  a  business 
which  could  not  be  carried  on  without  the  personal  presence  of  the 
lessee,  is  not  terminated  by  his  death,  but  belongs  to  his  estate  and 
passes  to  the  pOTSonal  representative.**  Where  a  lease  is  not  ter- 
minated by  the  death  of  the  le^ee  the  administrator  or  executor  in 
his  representative  character  will  be  liable  for  rent  which  may  accrue 
after  the  decedent's  death.*'  But  an  executor  or  administrator  of  a 
lessee  is  liable  for  the  rent  of  demised  premises  only  to  the  extent  of  the 
assets  in  his  hands,  and  cannot  be  held  personally  therefor,  unices 
he  enters  and  holds  possession  of  the  estate  after  the  death  of  the 
lessee.  In  the  latter  case  he  is  chargeable  as  assignee,  in  respect  of 
the  perception  of  the  profits,  and  liable  for  the  rent  de  bonis  propriis. 
If  the  personal  representative  desires  to  avoid  personal  liability  for 
rent  he  should  surrender  the  demised  premises  immediately  after  his 
appointment.**  An  executor  or  administrator  who  has  entered  upon 
leased  premises  may  be  held  liable  personally  as  if  he  were  an  assignee 
of  the  term  in  regard  to  covenants  contained  in  a  lease,  as  for  example 
for  a  covenant  to  repair.**  And  he  will  also  be  personally  liable  on  a 
covenant  in  the  lease  to  pay  assessments.** 

167.  Accountability  for  Use  and  Occupation  of  Realty. — As  a  gen- 
eral rule  an  executor  or  administrator  may  be  required  to  account 
for  the  income  of  real  estate  of  the  decedent  whidi  he  occupies  and 
uses;  *  and  if  he  occupies  for  his  own  purposes  a  part  of  it  he  may 

12.  Grant  v.  Hathaway,  215  Mo.  17.  Inches  t.  Dickinson,  2  Allen 
141,  114  S.  W.  609,  15  Ann.  Cas.  567.  (Mass.)  71,  79  Am.  Dec.  765;  Body  v. 

13.  Lanyon  Zinc  Co.  v.  Freeman,  68  Hai^rave,  2  Cro.  Eliz.  711,  6  Coke  31, 
Kan.  691,  75  Pac.  995,  1  Ann.  Cas.  12  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  47  and  note. 

403.  Note:  12  Eng.  Ral.  Cas.  63. 

Note:  1  Ann.  Cas.  406.  18.  Inches  v.   Dickinson,  2  Allen 

14.  Spieer  v.  Spicer,  249  Mo.  582,   (Mass.)  71,  79  Am,  Dec  765. 

155  S.  W.  832,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  238.     19.  Tilney  v.  Norria,  1  Ld.  Baym. 

15.  Patapsco  Guano  Co.  v.  Ballard,  553,  1  Salk.  309,  Carth.  619, 12  Eag. 
107  Ala.  710,  19  So.  777,  64  A.  S.  R.  Rul.  Cas.  49  and  note. 

131.  20.  Matter  of  Galloway,  21  W«id. 

16.  Alsnp  T.  Banks,  68  Miss.  664,  (N.  7.)  32,  34  Am.  Deo.  209. 

9  So.  895,  24  A.  S.  R.  2M,  13  LJLA.  1.  DenneU  v.  HopkinMii.  48  M*. 
698.  350,  18  Am.  Sep.  227. 
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be  charged  with  the  rent  of  the  portion  occupied  *  By  such  occupancy 
be  becomes  the  tenant  of  the  estate,  and  renders  himself  liable  for 
the  value  of  its  use  and  occupation  and  for  any  profit  derived  by 
eubletting  it.*  On  this  principle  it  has  been  held  that  one  who  pro- 
cures letters  of  administration  on  the  estate  of  a  decedent  who  was 
conducting  a  business  under  a  lease  and  a  license,  neither  of  which 
had  expired,  is  liable,  if  he  talces  possession  of  the  premises  and 
continues  the  business,  for  the  value  of  the  goodwill  thereof,  which 
may  be  enhanced  by  the  fact  of  such  license,  though  the  license  itself 
cannot  be  transferred  to  another.* 

168.  Duty  to  Insure  Property. — An  executor  or  administrator  has 
an  insurable  interest  in  the  real  estate  of  his  decedent  sufficient  to 
support  a  contract  of  insurance  payable  to  him  in  his  representative 
capacity,  where  the  personal  property  is  not  sufficient  to  pay  the 
debts  of  the  deceased,  and  it  may  be  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  the 
real  estate  for  that  purpose.*  But  if  an  insurance  policy  is  taken  in 
the  individual  name  of  the  administrator  on  property  in  his  posses- 
sion for  payment  of  debts  it  has  been  held  that  parol  evidence  will 
not  be  admissible  to  show  that  it  was  intended  to  cover  the  interest 
of  the  estate  and  heirs  at  law.*  In  the  absence  of  any  statute  requir- 
ing an  executor  to  insure  real  estate  in  his  hands  against  loss  by  Rre 
his  failure  to  take  out  such  insurance  is  not  necessarily  such  negligence 
as  in  case  of  loss  will  render  him  liable  for  its  value,  but  his  liability 
is  a  question  to  be  determined  from  the  facts  of  each  particular  case; 
and  tlie  cost  of  the  insurance,  the  value  of  the  property,  its  liability 
to  destruction  by  fire,  and  whether  or  not  the  executor  bad  money 
in  his  hands  that  could  have  been  used  for  that  purpose,  are  the 
cardinal  elements  to  be  considered.'  The  test  of  due  care  in  these 
cases  is  whether  such  precautions  against  loss  of  the  property  had 
been  adopted  as  are  usually  made  by  prudent  men  under  similar 
circumstances.* 

169.  Duty  to  Hake  Repairs. — Where  an  executor  or  administrator  ' 
has  charge  of  real  estate  the  only  expenditures  which  he  may  properly 
make  in  reference  thereto  are  those  required  for  necessary  repairs.* 
Generally  he  is  not  permitted  to  expend  money  of  the  estate  in  the 
erection  of  new  buildings,  yet  it  seems  that  the  power  to  repair  might 
extend  even  to  the  erection  of  a  new  building,  as  in  the  case  of  a 
necessary  outhouse  destroyed  by  fire,  or  of  land  paying  a  large  rental 

2.  HenderaoQ  vl  Simmons,  33  Ala.  6.  Stanley  v.  Fireman's  Ins.  Co.,  34 
201,  70  Am.  Dec.  590;  Walls  v.  Walk-  a  1. 491,  84  Aa  601, 42  LJ£.A.(N^.) 
er,  37  Cal.  424,  09  Am.  Dee.  290.  79. 

3.  Walls  V.  Walker,  37  Cal.  424,  99  7.  Henderson  Trnst  Ca  v.  Stnart, 
Am.  Dee.  290;  Stevens'  Estate,  83  CaL  108  Ky.  167, 65  S.  W.  1082,  48  L.R.A. 
322,  23  Pae.  379, 17  A.  8.  R.  252.  49. 

4.  In  re  Bnck,  185  Pa.  St.  67,  39  8.  See  snpra,  par.  140. 

Ail.  821,  64  A.  S.  R.  616.  9.  Henderson  v.  Simmons,  33  Ala. 

6.  Note:  42  LJIX(N.S.)  79.  291,  70  Am.  Dee.  590;  McQoitty  t. 
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on  which  the  building  had  been  destroyed  by  fire  or  decayed  so  as  te 
be  no  longer  available,  and  where  the  new  building  could  be  paid  tor 
in  a  very  short  time  out  of  the  rental.'"  Where  an  executor  is  givw 
by  will  express  power  to  manage  the  estate  until  minors  should  become 
of  age,  it  has  been  held  that,  in  such  case,  he  has  implied  authority 
to  expend  the  income  in  rebuilding  structures  which  are  necessary 
for  the  successful  management  of  the  estate.''  Not  only  may  it  be 
within  the  power  of  an  executor  to  make  repairs  but  it  frequently  is 
his  duty,  both  to  preserve  the  estate  for  those  ultimately  entitled 
thereto,'*  and  to  keep  it  in  a  safe  condition  so  as  to  protect  travelers 
along  the  streets  and  others  coming  in  contact  with  it  from  being 
injured  on  account  of  its  dangerous  condition.  Accordingly,  it  has 
been  held  that  where  the  administrator  in  possession  of  an  estate  allovra 
a  window  to  remain  out  of  repair  so  that  the  glass  falls  into  the  street 
injuring  travelers,  he  will  be  personally  liable  in  damages." 

170.  Redemption  of  Liens  Generally. — Under  the  principle  that  an 
executor  or  administrator  may  do  whatever  is  necessary  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  property  of  the  estate,  subject  to  the  contingency  of  the 
expense  being  allowed  by  the  court,  he  as  a  general  rule  is  author- 
ized to  pay  off  liens  existing  on  it,  when  necessary  for  that  purpose  '* 
And  so,  if  there  are  funds,  it  may  be  his  duty  to  preserve  the  title 
to  the  real  estate  by  the  payment  of  taxes,"  or  by  redeeming  it  Trom 
a  sheriff's  sale.'*  In  order  to  raise  money  to  pay  off  liens  on  the 
real  property  of  a  decedent's  estate  a  court  may,  undor  some  forms 
of  practice,  direct  the  placing  of  a  mortgage  on  part  of  the  real  estate 
of  the  decedent."  Where  a  duty  to  protect  the  real  estate  exists  and 
the  executor  or  administrator  permits  the  land  to  be  sold  for  non- 
payment of  taxes  he  may  be  surcharged  with  the  entire  cost  of 
redemptfon.'^  Although  he  thus  has  authority  to  discharge  an 
incumbrance  upon  the  property  of  an  insolvent  estate  when  the  inter- 
est of  the  estate  is  thereby  promoted,  he  cannot  do  so  after  the 
encumbered  property  has  been  sold,  when  there  is  no  liability  upon 
him  on  account  of  the  defective  tiUe."  But  the  power  of  the  adminis- 

Wilhite,  218  Mo.  586,  117  S.  W.  730,  131;  In  re  Freud,  131  CaL  667,  63 

131  A.  S.  R.  561 ;  Remick  v.  Butter-  Pae.  1080,  82  A.  S.  R.  407. 

field,  31  N.  H.  70,  64  Am.  Dec.  316.  15.  Matter  of  Knight,  12  Cal.  200, 

10.  In  re  Freud,  131  Cal.  667,  63  73  Am.  Dec.  531;  In  re  Porter,  129 
Pac.  1080,  82  A.  S.  R.  407.  Cal.  86,  61  Pac.  659,  79  A.  S.  R.  78. 

11.  Heney  v.  Henderson,  81  Miss.  16.  Galbraith  v.  Tracy,  153  HI.  64, 
743.  33  So.  960,  63  L.R.A.  616.  38  N.  E.  937,  46  A.  8.  B.  867,  28 

12.  In  re  Porter,  129  CaL  86,  61  LJl.A.  129. 

Pae.  669,  79  A.  S.  R.  78.  17.  In  re  Freud,  131  Cal.  667,  03 

13.  Bannigan   v.   Woodbury,   158  Pae.  1080,  82  A.  S.  B.  407. 

Mich.  206,  122  N.  W.  531,  133  A.  S.  18.  Pfeflferle  v.  Herr,  75  N.  J.  Bq^ 

R.  371  and  note.  219,  71  Atl.  689,  138  A.  S.  R.  518. 

14.  Patapsco  Guano  Co.  v.  Ballard,  19.  McNeill  v.  McNeil],  36  Ala.  109, 
107  Ala.  710,  19  So.  777,  54  A.  S.  R.  76  Am.  Dec  320. 
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trator  to  pay  off  incumbrances  in  any  case  results  solely  from  the 
necessity  of  preserving  the  property,  and  can  be  justified  only  on  the 
ground  that  the  lien  is  a  charge  on  the  estate,  and  therefore  a  peril 
to  it;  and  this  is  equally  true  whether  the  lien  was  created  by  the 
intestate,  or,  as  in  the  case  of  taxes,  in  some  other  way.*"  He  has  no 
power  at  his  mere  discretion  to  pay  off  all  incumbrances  resting  on 
the  property,  upon  the  notion  tbi^  the  property  may  increase  in 
value,  and  thereby  a  speculation  may  be  made  for  the  estate.  As  n 
general  rule  the  representative  cannot  pay  out  money  of  the  estate 
to  remove  incumbrances  from  the  property,  unless  the  intestate  was 
bound  to  pay  the  money.  In  such  case,  a  court  of  chancery  might, 
however,  auUiorize  the  expenditure  to  prevent  a  sacrifice.^  Since  an 
executor  or  administrator  has  no  right  to  the  possession  of  lands  in 
another  state  and  under  another  jurisdiction,  and  since  such  lands 
do  not  become  assets  in  his  hands  for  the  purposes  of  administration, 
it  has  been  held  that  as  to  such  lands  the  personal  representative  has 
no  right  of  redemption,  for  it  is  said  that  the  administrator  can  main- 
tain an  action  to  redeem  -only  as  to  such  lands  as  are  assets  in  his 
hands  for  the  purpose  of  administration,  or  of  which  he  is  entitled  to 
the  possession.* 

171.  Redemption  of  Hortgages. — ^An  executor  or  administrator  as 

a  general  rule  has  power  to  use  money  in  his  hands  for  the  purpose 
of  redeeming  property  of  the  estate  from  a  mortgage  lien  existing  on 
it,  and  a  court  is  authorized  to  order  a  sale  for  the  purpose  of  redeem- 
ing the  mortgaged  premises  from  the  lien,  as  it  may  justly  regard  the 
amount  necessary  for  that  purpose  as  a  legitimate  prospective  charge 
or  expense  of  administration.'  Having  once  redeemed  the  land  and 
paid  off  the  mortgage,  the  personal  representative  may  as  a  rule 
release-  and  discharge  the  mortgage  of  record>  An  heir  may  pur- 
sue his  remedy  to  effectuate  redemption  under  an  equity  descend- 
ing to  him,  notwithstanding  the  administrator  has  begun  his  efforts 
to  accomplish  statutory  redemption.*  It  has  been  held  that  where 
a  mortgage  on  real  estate  is  foreclosed  and  the  property  is  sold  during 
the  course  of  administration,  a  redemption  by  a  devisee  merely  ter- 
minates the  effect  of  the  sale,  and  while  restoring  the  property  to  the 
estate,  revives  the  lien  of  the  mortgage  for  the  beneiit  of  the  party 
redeeming,  who  acquires  no  title  but  an  equitable  lien  only,  by 
subrogation  to  the  lien  of  the  mortgagee.  After  such  redemption  by 

20.  In  re  Freud,  131  Cal.  667,  63  Pae.  1080,  82  A.  S.  R.  407. 
Pac.  1080,  82  A.  S.  R.  407.  4.  Connecticut  Mut.  Life  Ins.  Co.  t. 

1.  Matter  of  Knight,  12  Cal.  200,  Talbot;  113  Ind.  373,  14  N.  E.  586,  9 
73  Am.  Dec.  531.  A.  S.  R.  655. 

2.  Price  v.  Ward,  25  Nev.  203,  68  5.  Francis  v.  Sheats,  153  Ala.  46&, 
Pae.  849,  46  LJI.A.  459.  .  45  So.  241,  127  A.  S.  B.  6L 

8.  In  re  Freud,  131  Cal.  667,  63 
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a  devisee  the  personal  representative  may  institute  another  proceeding 
to  make  redemption  of  the  original  mortgage.* 

172.  Discharge  of  Real  Estate  Incumbrance  out  of  Personalty.— 
It  is  a  general  rule  that  where  lands  are  devised  subject  to  an  incum- 
brance created  by  the  decedent  himself,  the  personal  estate,  since  it 
constitutes  the  natural  fund  for  the  payment  of  all  the  decedent's 
dtibts  and  presumably  has  been  increased  by  the  consideration  for 
which  the  incumbrance  was  given,  is,  in  the  absence  of  statute,  pri- 
marily liable  for  the  discharge  of  the  incumbrance.  Consequently 
the  devisee  is,  as  a  rule,  entitled  to  have  the  realty  exonerated  by  the 
discharge  of  the  lien  out  of  the  personal  ^tate.'  Where,  however,  the 
land  has  descended  subject  to  a  mortgage,  not  created  by  the  intestate, 
and  which  was  never  his  personal  debt  or  liability,  a  person  entitled 
to  the  land  will  take  it  subject  to  the  incumbrance,  and  cannot  call 
on  the  personal  estate  to  have  his  lands  exonerated  from  the  burden  « 
In  genera),  the  rule  exonerating  the  land  at  the  expense  of  the  legatees 
is  only  applicable  to  residuary  legatees  and  does  not  affect  specific  or 
pecuniary  legacies, — that  is,  the  equity  to  have  real  estate  exonerated 
from  the  personalty  subsists  only  between  the  devisee  and  the  residuary 
legatee,  and  not  as  against  specific  or  general  legatees.'  .  Even  where 
the  right  of  exoneration  exists,  if  the  one  receiving  the  land  subject 
to  the  mortgage  disposes  of  it  without  making  any  application  for  aid 
in  redeeming  it,  he  cannot  afterwards  come  upon  the  personal  estate 
for  assistance."  No  distinction  is  made  between  those  cases  where 
there  is  a  debt  secured  by  a  specific  lien  placed  upon  tlie  land  by  the 
decedent  himself,  such  as  a  mortgage,  and  cases  where  a  lien  arises 
by  operation  of  law  on  account  of  the  act  of  the  decedent,  as  for 
instance,  a  vendor's  lien  on  real  estate  purchased  by  such  decedent.'^ 
The  incumbrance  consisting  of  a  vendor's  lien,  which  is  expressly 
assumed  by  a  subsequent  purchaser  as  part  of  the  purchase  price,  is 
considered  as  much  his  personal  debt  as  the  remainder  of  the  purchase 
money  which  is  payable  directly  to  his  immediate  vendor;  and  in 
case  of  the  death  of  the  purchaser  it  is  a  charge  primarily  upon  his 
personal  estate,  and  not  a  burden  on  the  land  in  the  hands  of  the 
heirs."  In  England  by  the  provision  of  Lock  King's  Act,  17  &  18 
Vict.,  c.  113,  as  amended  by  30  &  31  Vict.,  c.  C9,  p.  706,  when  a 
testator  dies  seized  of  mortgaged  property,  and  has  not  by  his  will  or 
deed  signified  a  contrary  or  other  intention,  lauds  devised  subject  to 

6.  In  re  Frend,  131  CaL  687,  63  N.  E.  772,  44  A.  S.  R.  33L 
Pac.  1080,  82  A.  S.  R.  407.  Note:  8  Ann.  Caa.  593. 

7.  Notes:  8  Ana.  Gas.  592  ;  2  Eng.  10.  Haven  v.  Foster,  9  Pick.  (Mass.) 
Rul.  Cas.  242.  112.  19  Am.  Dec.  353. 

8.  In  re  Hunt,  19  R.  I.  139,  32  Atl.      11.  Note:  8  Ann.  Cas.  595. 

204,  61  A.  S.  R.  743;  O'Conner  v.  12.  0 'Conner  v.  O'Conner,  88  Tenn. 

O'Conner,  88  Tenn.  76, 12  S.  W.  447, 7  76,  12  S.  W.  447,  7  UE^  33  and 

L.R.A.  33  and  note.  note. 

9.  Brown  t.  Baron  162  Ifass.  66.  37 

162 


Digitized  by  Google 


11  R.  G.  L.       EXECUTORS  ANB  ADMINISTRATORS 


4  173 


a  mortfiage  or  other  equitable  charge,  including  a  vendor's  lien,  are 
primarily  chargeable  therewith,  and  such  devisee  is  not  entitled  to 
have  the  mortgage  debt  discharged  or  satisfied  out  of  the  personal 
estate.^' 

LiahUUy  at  to  Contracts  of  Decedent 

173.  Binding  Effect  of  Decedent's  Contracts  Generally. — It  is  a 
fundamental  principle  of  law  that  contractual  obligations  of  a  decedent 
which  do  not  terminate  at  bis  death  are  binding  on  his  executors 
and  administrators  in  their  representative  capacity.**  Another  state- 
ment of  the  rule  is  that,  with  the  exception  of  contractual  obligations 
of  a  personal  nature,  all  coDtracls  which  are  capable  of  being  enforced 
against  a  decedent  in  his  lifetime  may  be  enforced  against  his  estate." 
A  party  making  a  contract  is  presumed  to  intend  to  bind  his  executors 
and  administrators,  unless  it  is  of  such  a  nature  as  to  call  for  some 
personal  quality  of  the  testator,  or  is  so  worded  as  plainly  to  negative 
such  a  presumption."  Yet  executors  and  administrators  are  not 
personally  liable  on  the  contract  of  the  decedent,^'  but  are  answerable 
for  such  contracts  only  in  a  representative  character,'^  and  in  that 
capacity  only  to  the  'extent  of  the  assets  of  the  estate.**  Since  con- 
tracts made  by  persons  who  are  insane  may  be  avoided  on  that  ground 
during  their  lifetime  an  executor  or  administrator  may  show  the 
insanity  of  the  decedent  in  avoidance  of  such  contract.^**  Under 
normal  circumstances  not  only  is  it  within  the  power  of  an  executor 
or  administrator  to  complete  a  contract  made  by  his  decedent,*  but 
it  is  part  of  his  duty  to  carry  out  such  contracts.*  The  personal  repre- 
sentatives of  a  decedent  ore  not,  however,  bound  to  perform  his 

13.  French  v.  Vradenburg,  105  Va.  1912A  417  and  note. 

16,  52  S.  E.  695,  115  A.  S.  R.  838,  8  17.  Dem  v.  Olsen,  18  Idaho  858, 110 

Ann.  Cas.  690  and  note,  3  L.K.A.  Pac  164,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  1,  L.H.A. 

(N.S.)  898.  1915B  1016;  Champion  v.  Brown,  6 

14.  Coi  V.  Martin,  75  Misa.  229,  21  Johns.  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  398,  10  Am.  Dec. 
So.  611,  65  A.  S.  R.  604,  36  L.R.A.  343;  Pearee  v.  Smith,  2  Brev.  (S.  C.) 
800;  Sturgeon  v.  Schaumburg,  40  Mo.  360,  4  Am.  Dec.  588, 

482, 03  Am.  Dec.  311 ;  Phipps  v.  Jones,  18.  Pearee  v.  Smith,  2  Brev.  (8.  C.) 

20  Pa.  St.  260,  59  Am.  Dec.  708.  360,  4  Am.  Dec.  688. 

15.  Bri^s  v.  Chamberlain,  47  Colo.  19.  Dem  v.  Olsen,  18  Idaho  358, 110 
382,  107  Pae.  1082,  135  A.  S.  R.  223;  Pac.  164,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  1,  L.R.A. 
Stone  V.  Bayley,  75  Wash.  184,  134  1915B  1016. 

Pac  820,  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  429  and  20.  LazeU  v.  Pinnick,  1  Tyler  (Vt.) 

note.    See  infra,  par.  174,  as  to  the  247,  4  Am.  Dee.  722. 

survival  of  personal  contract,  1.  Wilson  v.  Mason,  158  Dl.  304,  42 

16.  Dnmont  v.  Heighton,  14  Ariz.  N.  E.  134,  49  A.  S.  R.  162;  Cox  v. 
25,  123  Pac.  306,  39  L.R.A.(N.S.)  Martin,  75  Miss.  229,  21  So.  611,  66 
1187;  Chaihbcrlain  v.  Dunlop,  126  N.  A.  S.  R.  604,  36  L.RA.  800. 

Y.  45,  26  N.  E.  966,  22  A.  8.  R.  807  2.  Chamberlain  v.  Dunlop,  126  N. 

and  note;  Macdonatd  v.  O'Shea,  58  Y.  45,  26  N.  E.  966,  23  A.  S.  B.  807 

Wash.  169,  108  Pae.  436,  Ana.  Gas.  and  note. 
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unexecuted  proposals.'  If  the  personal  representative  fails  to  per- 
form a  contract  of  his  decedent  binding  on  the  estate  he  may  be  com- 
pelled to  pay  damages  out  of  the  assets  in  his  hands.*  Where  a 
party  has  entered  into  a  contract  to  purchase  real  estate,  and  dies 
before  it  is  conveyed  to  bim,  and  before  he  has  paid  for  it,  his  heir 
or  devisee  is  entitled  to  have  his  executor  pay  for  the  realty  out  of  the 
personal  estate.'  A  contract  of  a  guaranty  may  create  a  continuing 
pecuniary  obligation,  which  will  not  be  terminated  by  the  death  of 
the  guarantor,  unless  this  intention  is  plainly  expressed  in  the  guar^ 
anty  itself.* 

174.  Survival  of  Personal  Contracts. — An  important  exception  to 
the  general  duty  of  executors  and  administrators  to  perform  executory 
contracts  of  the  decedent  is  found  in  regard  to  contracts  which  are 
strictly  pei-sonal  in  their  nature.  It  has  been  said  that  this  is  the 
only  exception  which  exists  as  to  such  duty.^  With  respect  to  this 
exception  the  general  rule  is  that  contracts  of  a  personal  nature 
resting  on  the  skill,  taste  or  science  of  a  party  do  not  survive  his 
death.'  In  such  cases  the  personal  representatives  of  ihe  deceased  con- 
tractor are  not  liable  for  the  performance  of  his  contracts.  The  excep- 
tion itself  is  very  generally  admitted,  but  the  difficulty  arises  in 
determining  what  contracts  come  within  its  scope.  The  question 
apparently  is  one  to  be  determined  by  ascertaining  the  intention  of 
the  parties.  And  if  from  the  construction  of  the  contract  it  appeal^ 
that  the  intention  of  the  parties  is  that  the  contractor  alone  in  person 
is  to  perform  it,  and  that  it  is  not  to  be  performed  by  any  other  person, 
then  the  contract  is  to  be  regarded  as  personal  within  the  meaning 
of  the  exception.*  This  exceptional  class  may  be  illustrated  by  the 
contract  of  an  artist  to  paint  a  picture  or  execute  an  engraving,  or 
the  contract  of  a  surgeon  to  perform  an  operation,"*  or  a  contract  of 
employment  for  the  management  of  a  drug  store  where  the  employee's 
compensation  should  depend  upon  the  extent  and  success  of  the  busi- 
ness.^' Yet  thig  exceptional  class  does  not  embrace  many  cases  of 
contracts  for  personal  services,  which  might  be  rendered  properly  or 

5.  PhippB  r.  Jones,  20  Pa.  St  2G0,  8.  Hecht  v.  Skaggs,  53  Ark.  291,  13 
59  Am.  Dec.  708.  S.  W.  030,  22  A.  S.  R.  192;  Marvel  v. 

4.  Cox  V.  Martin,  75  Miss.  229,  21  Phillips,  162  Mass.  399, 38  N.  E.  1117, 

So.  611,  65  A.  S.  B.  604,  36  I..R.A.  44  A.  S.  R.  370,  26  L.R.A.  416. 
800.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912 A  420. 

6.  Coombs  V.  Jordan,  3  Bland  (Md.)  9.  Dumont  v.  Heighton,  14  Ariz.  25, 
284,  22  Am.  Dec  236;  Chamberlain  123  Pae.  306,  39  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1187; 
V.  Danlop,  126  N.  T.  45,  26  N.  £.  966,  Cox  v.  Martin,  75  Miss.  229,  21  So. 
22  A.  S.  R.  807  and  note.  611,  65  A.  S.  R.  604,  36  L.R.A.  800. 

6.  Kemocban  v.  Murray,  111  N.  T.     10.  Hecht  v.  Skaggs,  63  Ark,  291, 
306,  18  N.  £.  868,  7  A.  8.  R.  741,  2  13  S.  W.  930,  22  A.  S.  R.  192. 
L.R.A.  183.  11.  Campbell  v.  Faxon,  73  Kan. 

7.  Dumont  t.  Heigbton,  14  Ariz.  25,  676,  86  Fac  760,  6  LJt.A.(K.8.)  1003. 
123  Pao,  306,  39  L.B.A.(N.S.)  1187. 
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as  well  by  others  than  the  party  to  the  contract,  and  in  such  case  th» 
contract  survives,  and  is  enforceable  by  or  against  the  personal  repre 
sentative  of  the  contractor."  There  seems  to  be  a  tendency  to  sustain 
executory  contracts  to  pay  money  after  the  death  of  the  promisor  for 
personal  services  to  be  rendered  by  the  party  who  in  fact  survives. 
Thus  it  has  been  held  that  a  contract  to  pay  for  preparing  a  defense 
and  furnishing  legal  sen'ices  to  secure  the  acquittal  of  the  brother  of 
the  promisor,  who  is  accused  of  crime,  is  not  terminated  by  the  death 
of  the  promisor;  but  his  estate  is  liable  for  services  rendered  under 
the  contract  after  his  death.^*  Since  the  question  is  primarily  one 
of  intention  the  parties  may,  of  course,  by  express  terms,  agree  that 
the  contract  shall  b«L  strictly  a  personal  one,  and  thus,  by  the  terms  of 
the  contract,  exclude  substituted  performance,  and  the  death  of  either 
party  will  then  terminate  the  contract.'* 

175.  Agreements  as  to  Maldng  of  Will. — Any  person  not  under 
disability  may,  for  a  suAicient  consideration,  bind  himself  to  make  a 
particular  disposition  of  his  property,  and  such  contract,  upon  perform- 
ance by  the  other  party,  is  irrevocable  and  enforceable  notwithstand- 
ing the  death  of  the  promisor.**  On  such  a  promise  an  action  will 
lie  against  the  estate.'*  In  like  manner  an  agreement  may  be  made  by 
a  person  that  he  will  leave  no  will  at  the  time  of  his  death. If  the 
owner  of  personal  property  executes  a  valid  agreement  not  to  make 
any  disposition  of  it  by  will,  and  appoints  an  executor,  the  personal 
property  must  pass  to  the  executor,  who  must  account  therefor  to  the 
heirs  for  the  portions  to  which  each  would  have  been  entitled  had 
no  will  been  made.*^ 

Contracts  of  Executors  and  Administrators 

176.  General  Rule. — An  executor  or  administrator  has  no  power 
to  bind  the  estate  of  which  he  is  the  representative  by  his  individual 
contracts  nor  can  he  impose  any.  liability  on  the  assets  of  the  estate 

12.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  420.  ski  t.  Newman,  74  Neb.  704, 105  N.  W. 

13.  Barrett  v.  Towne,  198  Mass.  295,  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  704;  Anderaon  v. 
487,  82  N.  B.  698,  13  Utt.A.{N.S.)  Eggera,  61  N.  J.  Eq.  85,  47  Atl.  727, 
643.  55  L.R.A.  570;  Harris  v.  Nashville 

14.  Cox  V.  Martin,  75  Miss.  229,  21  Trast  Co.,  128  Teno.  673,  162  S.  W. 
So.  611,  65  A.  S.  B.  604,  36  L.R.A.  584,  Ann.  Cas.  1014C  885,  49  LJI.A. 
800.  (N.S.)  897. 

15.  Bolman  v.  OveTall,  80  Ala.  451,  16.  Caviness  v.  Rnshton,  101  Ind. 
2  So.  624,  60  Am.  Rep.  107:  Manning  500,  61  Am.  Rep.  769. 

T.  Pippeo,  86  Ala.  357,  6  So.  672,  11     17.  Jones  v.  Abbott,  228  HI.  34,  81 

A.  S.  R.  46;  Caviness  v.  Rushton,  101  N.  E.  791,  119  A.  S.  R.  412;  Shaikey 

Ind.  500, 51  Am.  Rep.  759;  Carmiehael  v.  McDermott,  91  Mo.  647,  4  S.  W. 

V.  Carmichael,  72  Mich.  76,  40  N.  W.  107,  60  Am.  Rep.  270. 

173,  16  A.  S.  R.  528,  1  L.R.A.  506;     18.  Jones  v.  Abbott,  228  HI.  34,  81 

Sharkey  v.  McDennott,  91  Mo.  647,  4  N.  E.  791, 119  A.  S.  a  412. 

S.  W.  107,  60  Am.  Rep.  270;  Koslow- 
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through  such  contracts.^*  This  is  true  notwithstanding  the  fact  tliat 
such  contracts  axe  for  the  benefit  of  the  estate;  and  it  is  immaterial 
how  clearly  the  intent  to  bind  the  estate  may  be  exprejeed.'  The  con- 
tracts of  an  executor  or  administrator  cannot  be  regarded  as  in  any 
sense  the  contracts  of  the  decedent.'  The  principle  is  that  an  executor 
may  disburse  and  use  the  funds  of  the  estate  for  purposes  authorized  by 
law,  but  may  not  bind  the  estate  by  an  executory  contract,  atid  thus 
create  a  liability  not  founded  upon  a  contract  or  obligation  of  the 
testator.'  Following  the  principle  stated  an  administrator  is  not 
permitted  to  go  into  the  market  and  borrow  money  without  authority 
of  law,  and  charge  the  estate  by  a  contract  originating  with  himself.* 
Similarly,  it  has  been  held  that  an  administrator  has  no  power  to 
guarantee  the  payment  of  bonds  of  a  corporation,  issued  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  up  its  paper  upon  which  the  decedent  was  liable  as  an 
indorser,  and  this  is  said  to  be  the  rule  although  such  guaranty  would 
procure  an  extension  of  time,  and  save  the  estate  from  insolvency.* 

177.  Individual  Liability  on  Contracts. — Corresponding  to  the  rule 
that  the  executor  or  administrator  cannot  bind  the  estate  by  contract. 


19.  McEIdery  v.  MeKenzie,  2  Port.  360,  4  Am.  Dec.  588;  Bacon  v.  Sond- 

(Ala.)  33,  27  Am.  Dec.  643;  Pike  v.  ley,  3  Strob.  L.  (S.  C.)  542,  51  Am. 

Thomas,  62  Ark.  223,  35  S.  W.  212,  54  Dec.  646;  Rich  v.  Sowies,  64  Vt.  408, 

A.  S.  R.  292;  Benedict  v.  Chase,  58  23  All.  723,  15  L.R.A.  8.')0;  Fitzliugh 

Conn.  196,  20  Atl.  448.  8  L.R.A.  120;  v.  Fitzhugh,  11  Qrat  (Va.)  300,  62 

May  V.  May,  7  Fla.  207,  68  Am.  Dec.  Am.  Dec.  653. 

431;  Palmer  v.  Moore,  82  Oa.  177,  8  Notes:  78  A.  8.  R.  201;  127  A.  8.  E. 

S.  E.  180,  14  A.  S.  R.  147;  Wilson  v.  385. 

Mason,  158  111.  304,  42  N.  E.  134,  49  20.  Lucht  v.  Behrens,  28  Ohio  St. 

A.  S.  R.  162;  Bauerle  v.  Long,  187  111.  231,  22  Am.  Rep.  378;  Thompson  v. 

475,  58  N.  E.  458,  52  L.R.A.  &43;  Allen  Mann,  65  W.  Va.  648,  64  S,  E.  920, 

V,  Sayward,  5  Greenl.  (Me.)  227,  17  131  A.  S.  R.  9S7,  22  L.R.A.(N.S,) 

Am.  Dec.  221  and  note;  Sumner  v.  1004. 

Williams,  8  Mass.  162,  5  Am.  Dec.  1.  Davis  v.  French,  20  Me.  21,  37 

83;  Germania  Bank  v.  Michaud,  62  Am.  Dec.  36. 

Minn.  459,  65  N.  W.  70,  54  A.  S.  R.  2.  DeCoudres  v.  Union  Trust  Co., 

653,  30  L.R.A.  286;   Henderson  t,  25  Ind.  App.  271,  58  N.  E.  90,  81 

Ilsley,  11  Smedes  &  M.  (Miss.)  9,  49  A.  S.  R.  95;  Brown  v.  Quinton,  86 

Am.  Dec.  41;  Rittenhouse  v.  Ammer-  Kan.  658,  122  Pac  116,  Ann.  Cas. 

man,  64  Mo.  197,  27  Am.  Rep.  215;  1913C  392. 

Painter  v.  Kaiser,  27  Nev.  421,  76  3.  Bauerle  v.  Long,  187  HI.  475,  58 

Pae.  747,  103  A.  S.  R.  772,  1  Ann.  N.  E.  458,  52  L.R.A.  643;  Painter  v. 

Cas.  766  and  note,  65  L.R.A.  672;  Kaiser,  27  Nev.  421,  76  Pac.  747,  103 

Barry  v.  Lambert,  98  N  .Y.  300,  50  A.  S.  R.  772, 1  Ann.  Cas.  765  and  note, 

Am.  R6p.  677;  Schmittler  v.  Simon,  65  L.R.A.  672;  Lucht  v.  Behrens,  28 

101  N.  Y.  554,  5  N.  E.  452,  54  Am.  Ohio  St.  231,  22  Am.  Rep.  378. 

Rep.  737;  Deobold  v.  Oppermann,  111  Note:  18  Ann.  Cas.  292. 

N.  Y.  531,  19  N.  E.  94,  7  A.  S.  R.  760,  4.  Newton  County  Bank  v.  Ameri- 

2  L.R.A.  644;  Lucht  v.  Behrens,  28  can  Bonding  Co.,  141  Ga.  326,  80  8. 

Ohio  St.  231,  22  Am.  Rep.  378;  Robb  E.  1003,  50  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1039. 

T.  Mann,  11  Pa.  St.  300,  51  Am.  Dee.  6.  Benedict  v.  Chase,  66  Conn.  L99, 

651;  Pearee  v.  Smith,  2  Brev.  (S.  C.)  20  AtL  448,  8  L.R.A.  120 
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he  becomes  personally  liable  on  contracts  which  may  be  made  by  him 
in  the  course  of  his  administration ; '  and  this  is  the  rule  although  such 
contract  may  have  been  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  estate.'  It  lies  with- 
in his  power,  however,  to  stipulate  against  personal  liability,^  and  in  a 
proper  case  he  may  be  reimbursed  from  the  estate  for  amounts  which 
he  may  have  been  compelled  to  pay  on  account  of  such  contracts.* 
But  when  an  executor  or  administrator  enters  into  a  contract  for  the 
benefit  of  the  estate  which  he  represents,  without  stipulating  against 
personal  liability,  his  contract  is  personal,  and  he  is  liable  to  the  same 
extent  and  may  be  sued  in  bis  individual  capacity  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  the  contract  had  been  entered  into  for  his  personal  benefit;  and 
this  is  especially  true  where  the  contract  has  been  made  on  a  new  and 
independent  consideration  moving  between  the  promisee  and  the 
executors  as  promisors>^  An  administrator  or  executor  who  enters 
into  contracts  in  his  own  name,  and  yet  describes  himself  as  adminis- 
trator or  executor,  is  nevertheless  personally  liable  on  such  contracts.^' 

6.  McEldery  v.  McKenzie,  2  Port  Painter  v.  Kaiser,  27  Nev,  421,  78 
(Ala.)  33,  27  Am.  Dec.  643;  Mason  v.  Pae.  747,  103  A.  S.  R.  772,  1  Ann. 
Caldwell,  5  Oilman  (111.)  196,  48  Am.  Cas.  765  and  note,  65  L.R.A.  672; 
Dec.  330;  Brown  v.  Quinton,  86  Kan.  Frit«  v.  Thomas,  1  Whart.  (Pa.)  66, 
658,  122  Pac.  116,  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  29  Am.  Dec.  39;  Pearce  v.  Smith,  2 
392;  Allen  v.  Sayward,  5  Greenl,  Brev.  (S.  C.)  360,  4  Am.  Dec.  68B. 
(Me.)  227, 17  Am.  Dec.  221  and  note;      Note:  52  A.  S.  R.  121. 

Davis  V.  French,  20  Me.  21,  37  Am.  But  see  infra,  par.  178,  as  to  dis- 

Dec.  36;  Sumner  v.  Williams,  8  Mass,  tinetion  sometimes  drawn  in  regard  to 

162,  5  Am.  Dec.  83 ;  Painter  v.  Kaiser,  the  personal  liability  of  an  executor 

27  Nev.  421.  76  Pac.  747.  103  A.  or  administrator  on  oontraots  made  on 

S.  R.  772,  1  Ann.  Cas.  705,  65  L.R.A.  behalf  of  the  estate. 

672;  Schmittler  v.  Simon,  101  N.  Y.  8.  De  Coudres  v.  Union  Trust  Co., 

554,  5  N.  E.  452,  54  Am.  Rep.  737;  25  Ind.  App.  271,  58  N.  E.  90,  81  A. 

WUlis  v.  Sharp,  115  N.  Y.  396,  22  S.  R.  95. 

N.  K.  149,  5  L.R.A.  636;  Merchants'  9.  McEldeiy  v.  McKenzie,  2  Port. 

Nat.  Bank  v.  Weeks,  53  Vt.  115,  38  (Ala.)  33,  27  Am.  Dec.  643. 

Am.  Rep.  661;  Fitzhugh  v.  Fitzhugh,  Note:  78  A.  S.  R.  201. 

11  GraL  (Va.)  300,  62  Am.  Dec.  653;  10.  De  Coudres  v.  Union  Trust  Co., 

Thompson  v.  Mann,  65  W.  Va.  648,  25  Ind.  App.  271,  68  N.  E.  90,  81  A. 

64  S.  E.  920,  131  A.  S.  B.  987,  22  S.  R.  95. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  1094.  Note:  18  Ann.  Cas.  292. 

Notes:  52  A.  S.  R.  121;  78  A.  S.  R.  11.  Bauerle  v.  Long,  187  HI.  475,  68 

201;  42  L.R.A.(N.S.)  57;  Ann.  Cas.  N.  E.  458,  52  L.R.A.  643;  Daviess 

1913C  396.  County  Bank  &  Trust  Co.  v.  Wright, 

7.  Harding  v.  Evans,  3  Port.  (Ala.)  129  Ky.  21,  110  S.  W.  361,  17  L.R.A. 
221,  29  Am.  Dec.  235;  Sanford  v.  (N.S.)  1122;  Painter  v.  Kaiser,  27 
Howard,  29  Ala.  684,  68  Am.  Dee.  Nev.  421,  76  Pae.  747,  103  A.  S.  B. 
101;  Bauerle  v.  Long,  187  III.  475,  58  772,  1  Ann.  Cas.  765  and  note,  65 
N.  E.  458,  52  L.R.A.  643;  Daviess  L.R.A.  672. 

County  Bank  &  Trust  Co.  v.  Wright,  12.  Melone  v.  Ruffino,  129  Cal.  614, 

129  Ky.  21, 110  S.  W.  361,  17  L.R.A.  62  Pac.  93,  79  A.  S.  R.  127;  Mason  v. 

(N.S.)  1122;  White  Sulphur  Springs  Caldwell,  5  Oilman  (111.)  196,  48  Am. 

First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Collins,  17  Mont.  Dec.  330;  Bauerle  t.  Long,  187  IlL 

433,  43  Pac.  499,  62  A.  S.  R.  695;  476,  68  N.  E.  458,  52  Lit. A.  643;  Wit 
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178.  Limitatioii  of  Liability  Dependii^  on  Assets. — distinction 
is  sometimes  drawn  in  regard  to  the  personal  liability  of  an  executor 

or  administrator  on  contracts  made  in  behalf  of  the  estate.  The 
normal  rule  is  applied  to  cases  where  the  executor  or  administrator 
had  assets  in  his  hands  which  he  might  have  appropriated  to  the  ful- 
filment of  his  obligation,  and  to  cases  where  the  other  party,  as  a 
consideration  for  the  obligation  of  the  executor  or  administrator, 
parted  with  something  more  than  a  mere  nominal  or  technical  con- 
sideration. But  the  rule  is  not  applied  where  the  executor  or  adminis- 
trator had  no  assets  with  which  to  reimburse  himself,  and  the  other 
party  had  no  good  reason  to  suppose  that  he  had  or  would  have  such 
asset^,  has  not  been  misled,  and  has  parted  with  nothing  but  a  nominal 
or  technical  consideration  on  the  faith  of  the  administrator's  promise." 
Apparently  on  this  theory  it  has  been  held  that  while  an  executor 
giving  his  note  as  such  in  settlement  of  a  claim  against  his  testator 
without  other  consideration  is  prima  facie  personally  liable  for  the 
whole  amount  thereof,  yet  as  against  the  payee  he  may  show  a  de- 
ficiency of  assets  of  the  estate  and  be  relieved  pro  tanto."  And  so 
it  has  been  held  that  if,  in  an  action  against  an  executor  personally 
on  a  promissory  note  given  by  him  for  a  debt  of  his  testator,  where 
the  defendant  shows  an  insufficiency  of  assets  to  pay  the  debt,  the 
plaintiff  cannot  recover  unless  he  can  show  that  there  was  other 
sufficient  consideration  for  the  promise.  But  that  if  there  was  any 
other  consideration  for  the  promise  than  a  sufficiency  of  assets,  then 
the  executor  may  be  held  personally  liable  for  the  debt."  This  dis- 
tinction and  the  rule  b^ed  thereon  have  been  disputed,  however,  for 
it  has  been  held  that  on  all  contracts  made  by  an  executor  or  adminis- 
trator, in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  aa  such,  he  is  liable  personally, 
and  his  liability  does  not  depend  upon  the  fact  that  be  has  assets  in 
his  hands  sufficient  to  discharge  the  debts  so  incurred.'* 

179.  Liability  on  Covenants  in  Deeds  and  Mortgages. — ^A  person 
executing  a  conveyance  in  a  representative  capacity,  such  as  executor 
or  administrator,  with  the  covenants  for  title  usual  in  other  deeds, 
is  personally  bound  by  them,  though  he  is  under  no  obligation  to 
make  any  of  them,  and  has  no  authority  to  bind  the  estate  he  repre- 
sented by  such  covenants.'^  And  since  covenants  made  by  an  adminia- 

Us  V.  Sharp,  113  N.  Y.  586,  21  N.  E.  300,  56  Am.  Dec  112. 

705,  4  L.R.A.  493;  Rich  v.  Sowlea,  64  16.  McLaughlin  v.  Winner,  63  Wis. 

Vt.  408,  23  Atl.  723, 15  L.R.A.  860  and  120,  23  N.  W.  402,  53  Am.  Rep.  273. 

note,  17.  De  Coudres  v.  Union  Trust  Co., 

Note:  42  L.R.A.(N.S.)  56.  25  Ind.  App.  271,  58  N.  E.  90,  81  A. 

13.  G^noania  Bank  v.  Michand,  62  S.  R.  95;  Allen  v.  Sayward,  6  QreenL 
Minn.  459,  65  N.  W.  70,  54  A.  S.  B.  (Me.)  227,  17  Am.  Dec.  221  and  note; 
663,  30  L.R.A.  286.  Sumner  v.  WiUiams,  8  Mass.  162.  5 

14.  Note:  IS  L.R.A.<85L  Am.  Dec  83.  See  generally,  CovB- 
16.  Snead  t.  Coleman,  7  Orat  (Va.)  nants,  vol.  7,  p.  1098. 
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trator  with  purchasers  of  a  decedent's  property  are  personal  they  do 
QOt  subject  to  liability  sureties  od  his  bond.^*  It  follows  from  the 
rule  stated  that  an  aetioD  for  breach  of  a  contract  to  convey  land  by 
warranty  deed  cannot  be  maintained  against  executors  in  their  repre- 
sentative capacity,  where  no  authority  to  execute  such  a  deed  is  vested 
in  thetn  by  the  will."  It  has  been  held  that  no  power  to  bind  an 
estate  by  warranty  deed  is  conferred  upon  an  executor  by  a  will 
authorizing  and  directing  him  to  sell  and  dispose  of  certain  real 
estate  upon  such  terms  as  to  him  shall  seem  most  advantageous,  at 
either  public  or  private  sale.**  Where  a  mortgage  is  executed  by  an 
executor,  under  a  power  contained  in  the  will,  and  the  mortgage  refers 
to  the  power  in  the  will,  and  contains  a  personal  covenant  of  the 
executor  to  pay  the  sum  secured  upon  default  in  the  payment  of 
notes  accompanying  the  mortgage,  it  has  been  decided  tliat  such 
executor  may  be  held  personally  liable  for  any  deficiency  in  the 
nkortgage  debt,  although  the  proceeds  of  the  mortgage  were  applied 
to  the  payment  of  decedent's  debts  and  of  liens  upon  the  land 
mortgaged.* 

ISO.  Negotiable  Instruments  Executed  in  Representative  Capac- 
ity.— ^It  is  a  well  settled  rule  in  many  jurisdictions  that  an  adminis- 
trator or  executor  cannot  bind  the  assets  of  the  deceased  by  his  promis- 
sory note  or  by  the  execution  of  a  negotiable  instrument.*  The 
addition  of  the  word  "executor"  or  "administrator'*  aftop  the  sig- 
nature of  a  personal  representative  executing  a  negotiable  instrument 
is  treated  as  mere  surplusage  and  be  becomes  liable  individually  and 
not  in  his  representative  capacity.*  Such  words  neith^  add  to  nor 
diminish  tlie  individual  and  personal  responsibility  of  the  party  using 
them.  Where  an  executor  or  administrator  makes  a  note  in  his 
official  capacity,  the  presumption  of  law  is  said  to  be  against  him,  and 
the  burden  is  on  him  to  allege  and  prove  that  he  is  not  individually 
liable.*  In  accordance  with  these  principles  where  a  draft  was  drawn 
on  "J.  S.,  executor,"  for  a  certain  sum  at  a  specified  date,  with 
interest,  and  containing  the  direction  to  "charge  the  amount  against 
me  and  of  my  mother's  estate,"  and  the  defendant  accepted  it,  simply 

18.  Merrill  v.  Harris,  26  N.  H.  142,  A.  S.  R.  6P5. 

67  Am.  Dec.  359.  Note:  15  L.R.A.  851. 

19.  Bauerie  v.  Long,  187  111.  475,  S.  Livingston  v.  Oaussen,  21  La. 
58  N.  E.  458,  52  L.R.A.  643.  Ann.  286,  99  Am.  Dec.  731;  Davis  v. 

20.  Bauerie  v.  Long,  187  III.  475,  French,  20  Me.  21,  37  Am.  Deo.  36; 
58  N.  E.  458,  52  L.R.A.  643.  Rittenhouae  v.  Ammerman,  64  Mo. 

1.  De  Coudrea  v.  Union  Trust  Co.,  197,  27  Am.  Rep.  215;  White  Sulphur 
25  Ind.  App.  271,  68  N.  £.  90,  81  A.  Springs  First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Cotlins,  17 
B.  R.  95.  Mont.  433,  43  Pao.  499,  52  A,  S.  R. 

2.  Livingston  v,  Gaussen,  21  Ta,  695. 

Ann.  286,  99  Am.  Dec.  731;  WhiU      4.  Liviogaton  v.  Gaussen,  21  La. 
Sulphur  Springs  First  Nat.  Bank  t.  Ann.  286, 09  Am.  Deo.  731. 
Collins.  17  Mont.  433,  43  Pac  499,  62 
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adding  the  word  "executor"  to  his  signature,  it  was  held  that  he  was 
liable  individually^  In  some  jurisdictions,  however,  an  executor  will 
not  be  personally  bound  by  his  indorsement  of  commercial  paper  by 
the  words  "estate  of"  his  t^tator,  followed  by  his  own  name  "execu- 
tor." *  This  exception  to  the  general  rule  is  sometimes  made  to 
depend  on  the  existence  of  an  order  of  court  authorizing  the  acts  of 
the  personal  representative.  It  has  been  said  in  support  of  this  excep- 
tion that  a  person  receiving  a  negotiable  instrument  executed  by 
another  as  administrator  under  an  order  of  court  is  chargeable  with 
knowledge  of  the  purpose  for  and  the  authority  under  which  it  is 
executed,  and  has  no  right  to  rely  on  the  personal  liability  of  such 
administrator.' 

181.  Renewal  of  Notes  and  Bonds  of  Decedent. — ^In  jurisdictions 
in  which  the  giving  of  a  new  note  or  bond  for  a  prior  indebtedness 

and  the  surrendering  of  the  old  note  or  bond  which  represented  the 
prior  indebtedness  make  an  absolute  payment,  it  is  held  that  when 
the  executor  or  administrator  giv^  his  note  for  the  debt  of  his 
testator  or  intestate,  whose  note  is  surrendered  up  to  the  executor  or 
administrator,  it  constitutes  an  absolute  payment  of  the  debt  and  a 
sufficient  consideration  for  the  new  note.^  Similarly,  a  creditor  who 
takes  a  bond  for  his  debt  from  an  executor  or  administrator  is  con- 
sidered as  discharging  the  old  debt,  and  the  fact  that  the  executor  or 
administrator  is  designated  as  such  in  the  bond  is  treated  as  mere 
surplusage,  and  he  is  chargeable  only  in  his  own  right.'  But  this 
effect  is  not  given  in  all  jurisdictions  to  a  renewal  note  on  bond," 
and  an  instance  is  given  where,  under  such  circumstances,  the  old 
note  is  considered  as  still  in  force  and  binding  on  the  estate,  while  the 
new  note  signed  by  the  executor  or  administrfrtor  in  his  repreisentative 
capacity  may,  in  a  proper  case,  be  deemed  as  being  executed  without 
sufficient  consideration  moving  to  the  executor  or  administrator  per- 
sonally to  impose  on  him  any  individual  liability.*'  It  has  been 
held  that  the  general  rule  that  an  agreement  to  extend  the  time  of 
payment  of  the  debt  of  a  third  person  is  a  sufficient  consideration 
for  a  promise  to  pay  such  debt  is  not  recognized  as  applying  to  a 

5.  Schmittler  ▼.  Simon,  101  N.  T.  8.  Germania  Bank  v.  Kichaud,  6? 
664,  5  N.  E.  452,  64  Am.  Rep.  737.     Minn.  459,  65  N.  W.  70,  64  A.  S.  B. 

6.  Grafton  Nat.  Bank  r.  Wing,  172  653,  30  L.R.A.  286. 

Mass.  513,  52  N.  E.  1067,  70  A.  S.  R.     9.  In  re  Claghom,  181  Fa.  St.  600, 
303,  43  L.R.A.  831;  Wisconsin  Trust  37  Atl.  918.  59  A.  S.  R.  680. 
Co.  V.  Chapman,  121  Wis.  479,  99  N.      10.  Germania  Bank  v.  Michaud,  62 
W.  341,  105  A.  S.  B.  1032.  Minn.  459,  65  N.  W.  70,  54  A.  S.  B. 

7.  Wisconsin  Trust  Co.  v.  Chapman,  653,  30  L.R.A.  286. 
121  Wis.  479,  99  N.  W.  341,  105  A.  S.     11.  Crim  v.  England,  46  W.  Ya.  480, 


B.1032. 


33  S.  £.  310,  76  A.  S.  R.  826. 
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renewal  note  by  an  executor  or  admmistrator  which  has  been  signed 
by  him  in  his  official  capacity,  renewing  the  note  of  the  decedent.*" 

182.  Liability  for  Borrowing  Money. — As  a  general  rule  an  execu- 
tor has  no  right  to  borrow  money  for  the  estate  of  his  testator,  unless 
expressly  authorized  by  the  will."  Where,  however,  a  will  gives  an 
executor  power  to  raise  money  in  such  way  as  seems  best  to  him  for 
the  payment  of  debts,  it  has  been  held  that  be  has  power  to  borrow 
money  and  to  secure  the  debt  by  a  mortgage."  If  in  fact  an  executor 
or  administrator  enters  into  a  contract  of  borrowing,  he  will  become 
personally  liable  and  the  estate  cannot  be  held  responsible  on  such 
contract.  Moreover,  be  will  be  personally  liable  for  money  borrowed 
by  him  in  his  representative  capacity  even  though  it  be  for  the  actual 
benefit  of  the  estate.** 


183.  Torts  of  Decedent. — ^At  the  common  law,  torts  did  not  survive 

the  person  guilty  of  their  commission,  and  therefore  no  action  com- 
menced after  his  death  could  be  maintained  to  recover  damages  suf- 
fered from  his  tort,  though  it  was  maintainable  to  recover  profits 
realized  therefrom  and  constituting  part  of  the  assets  of  the  decedent.** 
The  mere  fact  that  a  benefit  resulted  to  him,  or  that  he  was  saved 
expense,  by  which  his  estate  has  been  increased,  was  not  enough. '  For 
example,  it  was  held  that  where  a  woman,  having  a  lawful  husband 
living,  represented  to  another  man  that  she  was  single,  and  thereby 
induced  him  to  assume  and  maintain  toward  her  the  status  of  hus- 
band, his  right  of  action  against  her  for  the  fraud  did  not  survive  her 
death  and  he  could  not  then  recover  although  she  had  been  benefited 
by  his  expenditures  for  her  shelter,  food,  and  clothing.*'  This  rule 
has,  in  most  of  the  states,  been  subjected  to  statutory  modification 
under  which  liai)ility  to  make  compensation  for  damages  resulting 
from  certain  torts  is  continued  in  force  after  the  death  of  the  tort- 
feasor, and,  where  there  are  statutes  of  this  character,  there  may 
doubtless  be  actions  against  executors  or  administrators  as  for  torts 
committed  by  the  decedent  in  his  lifetime.*'  In  accordance  with  this 
modification  of  the  common  law  rule  an  action  has  been  held  to  be 
maintainable  for  tort  for  negligence  or  deceit  against  the  personal 

12.  Gerraania  Bank  v.  M'ichand,  62      15.  See  supra,  par.  177. 
Minn.  45!),  65  N.  W.  70,  54  A.  S.  E.     16.  Payne's  Appeal,  63  Conn.  397, 


13.  Daviess  County  Bank,  etc.,  Co.  418;  Tichenor  v.  Hayes,  41  J.  L. 
V.  Wright,  129  Ky.  21,  110  S.  W.  3C1,  193,  32  Am.  Rep.  186. 

17    L.R.A.{N.S.)    1122;    Lueich    v.  Note:  52  A,  S.  R.  126. 

Medin,  3  Nev.  93,  93  Am.  Dec.  376.  17.  Payne's  Appeal,  65  Conn.  397, 

14.  Fletcher  v.  American  Trust,  etc.,  32  AtL  948,  48  A.  8.  R.  215,  33  L.RJL 
Co.,  Ill  Ga.  300,  36  8.  E.  767,  78  A.  418. 


Liability  as  to  Torts  and  JUisfeasancet 


653,  30  L.R.A.  286. 


32  Atl.  948,  48  A.  S.  R.  215,  33  L.R.A. 


S.  R.  364  and  note. 


18.  Note:  52  A.  8.  R.  126. 
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roptesentatives  of  the  deceased  wrongdoer.'*  As  another  illustration 
it  m&y  be  mentioned  that  an  administrator  of  a  fraudulent  assignee 
may  be  held  liable  to  the  creditors  of  a  deceased  debtor  by  whom,  in 
his  lifetime,  the  assignment  was  made.*^ 

184.  Torts  of  Executors  and  Administrators. — It  is  a  general  rule 
that  the  estate  of  a  decedent  is  not  liable  for  the  tortious  act  of  an 
executor  or  administrator  committed  in  the  course  of  his  adminis- 
tration ;  ^  and  no  action  can  be  maintained  against  him  in  his  repre- 
sentative character  for  a  wrongful  act  committed  by  him,  whereby  a 
personal  injury  is  inflicted  upon  another.'  Neither  an  executor  nor 
an  administrator  can,  as  such,  commit  a  tort  so  as  to  bind  the  estate,* 
but  he  will,  however,  be  liable  in  his  individual  capacity  for  his  own 
torts  even  when  committed  in  the  management  of  the  estate.*  This 
principle  has  been  applied  to  actions  based  on  the  fraud  of  or  mis- 
representations concerning  property  of  the  estate  sold  by  the  personal 
representative ;  *  and,  furthermore,  it  has  been  held  that  neither  an 
action  of  tort  nor  of  contract  can  be  maintained  against  Uie  estate  of 
a  deceased  person  for  damages  growing  out  of  alleged  representations, 
warranties,  or  statements  made  by  an  executor  or  administrator  to  a 
purchaser  of  the  perdonal  property  of  the  decedent  at  an  adminis- 
trator's sale.'  At  common  law,  if  an  executor  or  administratoi  com- 
mitted a  felony  or  treason  and  thereby  forfeited  his  own  goods,  those 
which  he  held  as  executor  were  not,  however,  forfeited.' 

185.  Benefits  Derived  to  Estate  as  Affecting  Rule. — ^Where  an 
estate  actually  receives  the  proceeds  acquired  by  an  executor  or  admin- 
istrator by  an  unlawful  or  tortious  act,  the  party  wronged  thereby 
and  entitled  to  such  proceeds  may  hold  the  estate  responsible  to  the 
extent  of  such  proceeds.^  For  example,  it  has  been  held  that  where 
an  executor  having  authority  to  sell  real  property  at  public  auction 
receives  a  bid  for  it  at  a  private  sale,  together  with  a  deposit  of  money 

19.  TichenoT  t.  Hayes,  41  N.  J.  L.  3.  Able  v.  Chandler,  12  Tex.  88,  62 
193,  32  Am.  Rep.  186.  Am.  Dec.  518. 

20.  McMorine  v.  Storey,  20  N.  C.      Note:  52  A.  S.  R.  129. 

329,  34  Am.  Dec.  374.  4.  Fetting  v.  Winch,  54  Ore.  600, 

1.  Hunnicutt  v.  Higffinbotham,  138  104  Pac.  722,  21  Ann.  Cas.  352  and 
Ala.  472,  35  So.  469,  100  A.  S.  R.  45;  note,  38  L.R.A.(N.S.)  379. 

Bank  of  Newton  County  v.  American  Note :  51  L.R.A.  261. 

Bonding  Co.,  141  Ga.  326,  80  S.  E,  5.  Notes:  51  L.RA-  262;  21  Ann. 

1003,  50  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1089;  HuflEman  Cas.  356. 

V.  Hendry,  9  Ind.  App.  324,  36  N.  E.  6.  Huffman  v.  Hendry,  9  Ind.  App. 

727,  53  A.  S.  R.  351;  Fetting  v.  324,  36  N.  E.  727,  53  A.  S.  R.  351. 

Winch,  54  Ore.  600,  104  Pac.  722,  21  7.  Fair  v.  Newman,  4  T.  R.  621,  2 

Ann.  Cas.  352,  38  L.R.A.(N.S.)  379;  Rev.  Rep.  479,  2  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  214. 

Elmore  v.  Elmore,  58  S.  C.  289,  36  8.  Sehlicker  v.  Hemenway,  110  CaL 

8.  E.  656,  51  L.R.A.  261  and  note.  579,  42  Pac.  1063,  52  A.  S.  R.  116; 

2.  Fetting  v.  Winch,  54  Ore.  600,  Williamson  v.  Walker,  24  Qa.  257,  71 
104  Pac.  722,  21  Ann.  Cas.  352,  38  Am.  Dec.  119. 

LJtA..(N.S.)  a79. 
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on  account  of  such  bid,  although  his  action  in  so  doing  is  entirely 
unauthorized,  and  cannot  be  regarded  as  done  in  his  official  capacity, 
nevertheless  the  estate  may  be  held  liable  provided  it  be  shown  that 
such  deposit  was  actually  made  a  part  of  the  assets  of  the  estate  and 
was  used  for  its  benefit,  or  accounted  for  to  it.* 

186.  Devastavit. — devastavit  is  a  violation  of  duty  by  the  execu- 
tor or  administrator  such  as  renders  him  personally  responsible  for 
injurious  consequences.^^  The  distinction  is  sometimes  drawn  between 
wilful  default  and  a  devastavit,  in  that  it  is  said  that  wilful  default 
consists  in  the  nonrecovery  of  assets  and  a  devastavit  in  the  waste  of 
assets  actually  received.  An  executor  or  administrator  may,  however, 
be  charged  on  the  footing  of  wilful  default^  although  his  omission 
may  be  unintentional  or  due  to  forgetfulness.**  It  seems  to  be  well 
settled  that  a  devastavit  can  only  be  committed  at  law  in  respect  of 
assets  actually  received  by  the  representative;^'  and  in  general  it 
consists  of  the  wasting  of  assets  or  a  mismanagement  of  the  estate 
and  effects  of  the  deceased  in  squandering  and  misapplying  the  nssef^s 
contrary  to  his  duty.**  Among  acts  of  commission  which  arc  regarded 
as  devastavits  at  law  may  be  cited  the  payment  of  an  excessive  sum 
for  funeral  expenses,  or  paying  a  claim  which  could  be  resisted  on 
the  ground  of  illegality,  or  which  could  not  be  enforced  by  reason 
of  the  statute  of  frauds.**  By  statute  in  some  states  the  mere  refusal 
of  an  executor  or  administrator  to  pay  over  within  a  designated  time 
any  moneys  to  any  person  entitled  thereto,  in  pursuance  of  the  order 
of  the  court  of  probate,  is  a  devastavit.**  For  the  consequences  of  a 
devastavit  the  executor  or  administrator  may  be  held  personally  lia- 
ble.*^  A  party  interested  will  be  enti^tled  to  pursue  assets  of  the 
estate  so  long  as  they  continue  to  be  held  by  the  executor;  and  it  has 
been  held  that  this  right  is  not  affected  by  the  removal  of  the  assets 
into  another  jurisdiction.*'  In  some  cases  where  there  is  a  devastavit, 
8  court  of  equity  will  follow  the  assets  into  the  hands  of  strangers, 
especially  when  the  executor  or  administrator  is  insolvent  and  when 
there  is  fraud  or  collusion  between  auch  stranger  and  the  representar 
tive  of  the  deceased  who  committed  the  wrong.^  Since  a  devastavit 

9.  Schlicker  v.  Hemenway,  110  CaL      Note:  9  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  323. 

579,  42  Pac  1063,  62  A.  S.  R.  116.  15.  Ralston  v.  Wood,  15  DL  169, 

10.  Steol  v.  HoIIadav,  20  Ore.  70,  58  Am.  Dec  604. 

25  Pae.  69, 10  L.R.A.  670.  16.  Steel  v.  HoIIaday,  20  Ore.  70, 

11.  Note:  9  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  324.  25  Pac.  69,  10  L.R.A.  670;  Sneed  7. 

12.  Note:  9  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  339.  Hooper,  Cooke  (Tenn.)  200,  5  Am. 
18.  Steel  V.  Holladay,  20  Ore.  70,  Dec.  691;  Seaman  v.  Dee,  1  Vent.  198, 

25  Pae.  69,  10  L.R.A.  670;  Sneed  v.  2  Lev.  40,  9  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  320  and 

Hooper,  Ciwke  (Tenn.)  200,  5  Am.  note. 

Dee.  691.  17.  Williamson  v.  Mobile  Branch 

14.  In  re  Rownson,  29  Ch.  D.  358,  Bank,  7  Ala.  906,  42  Am.  Dec.  617, 

54  L.  J.  Ch.  950,  52  L.  T.  N.  S.  825,  18.  Sneed  v.  Hooper,  Cooke  (Tenn.) 

33  W.  R.  604, 9  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  342  and  200,  5  Am.  Dec.  691. 
note. 
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was  a  personal  wrong  the  death  of  the  peison  committing  it  formerly 
put  an  end  to  any  right  of  action.  Under  the  modern  law  an  action 

may  be  maintained  against  the  personal  representative  of  a  deceased 
executor  or  administrator  or  executor  de  son  tort  committing  a 
devastavit. 

1S7.  Liability  as  to  Stolen  and  Lost  Assets. — Not  infrequently 
questions  arise  as  to  tlie  liability  of  executors  and  administrators  for 
assets  of  the  estate  which  are  lost  by  the  embezzlement  or  insolvency 
of  agents  or  are  directly  stolen  through  burglary.  When  trust  funds 
are  stolen  while  in  the  hands  of  an  executor  or  administrator  without 
his  fault  he  will  be  as  a  general  rule  exonerated  from  liability;  but 
where  an  executor  is  negligent  and  does  not  exercise  ordinary  care, 
he  is  personally  liable  for  the  loss '  or  misappropriation  of  funds  of 
the  estat«.*  Similarly,  an  administrator  or  executor  is  chargeable 
with  loss  of  proceeds  of  a  draft  payable  to  him  as  administrator,  where 
he  indorses  it  for  collection,  and  places  it  in  the  hands  of  persons 
whom  he  docs  not  know,  and  does  not  know  to  be  reliable.*  In 
respect  to  loss  by  insolvency  of  an  agent  it  has  been  held  that  if  an 
attorney  employed  by  a  testator  to  procure  a  judgment  is  afterward 
employed  by  the  executor  to  collect  it,  and,  after  he  collects  it,  fails 
to  account  for  it  because  of  his  insolvency,  the  executor  is  not  liable 
to  the  estate  for  the  loss,  unless  guilty  of  gross  negligence  in  failing 
to  attempt  to  collect  the  amount  of  the  judgment  from  such  attorney.* 

188.  Conversion  and  Mingling  of  Assets. — ^The  courts  were 
anciently  quite  lax  on  the  subject  of  personal  trusts,  and  allowed 
executors  to  convert  the  moneys  of  the  testator  to  their  own  use, 
witliout  any  account  for  interest.*  It  is  now,  however,  a  fundamental 
principle  in  reference  to  both  executors  and  administrators  that  they 
cannot  be  permitted  to  convert  trust  funds  to  their  own  use,  or  to  make 
a  profit  from  the  use  of  trust  money.*  In  alt  cases  they  are  personally 
liable  for  any  misapplication  of  the  assets  of  tlie  estate.'  It  has  been 
held  that  it  is  immaterial  whether  an  executor  or  administrator  unlaw- 
fully converts  the  money,  but  that  liability  attaches  whenever  he 
mingles  it  with  his  private  funds  and  makes  it  subject  to  his  personal 

19.  Note:  9  Eng.  Rnl.  Cas.  325.  8.  Davis  v.  Chapman,  83  Va.  G7,  1 

20.  State  t.  Meagher,  44  Mo.  356,  S.  E.  472,  5  A.  S.  R.  251. 

100  Am.  Dec.  208  and  note;  State  v.  4.  Webb's  Estate,  165  Pa.  St  330, 

Powell,  67  Mo.  395,  29  Am.  Rep.  512;  3D  Atl.  827,  44  A.  S.  R.  666. 

Stevens  v.  Gage,  55  N.  H.  176, 20  Am.  5.  Schieffelin  v.  Stewart,  1  Johns. 

Rep.  191;  Carpenter  v.  Carpenter,  12  Oh.  (N.  Y.)  620,  7  Am.  Deo.  607. 

R.  I.  544,  34  Am.  Rep.  716.  6.  Brown  v.  Rickets,  4  Johns.  Ch. 

Note:  87  Am.. Dec.  326.  (N.  Y.)  303,  8  Am.  Dec.  567.  Set 

1.  Tarver  v.  Torrance,  81  Ga.  2S1,  generally,  Tkdsts. 

6  S.  E.  177, 12  A.  S.  R.  311.  7.  Flory  t.  Becker,  2  Pa.  St  470^ 

S.  McCIockey  v.  Oleason,  66  Yt  264,  45  Am.  Dee.  6ia 
48  Am.  Rep.  770. 
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checki  instead  of  holding  it  for  the  benefit  of  ihe  estate ; '  and  that 
where  money  belonging  to  an  estate  is  deposited  in  his  own  name  and 
mingled  with  his  individual  funds,  a  conversion  of  the  trust  fund 
thereupon  takes  place.* 

189.  Liability  of  Personal  Representative  for  Conversion. — ^Wbere 
an  executor  or  adminiatrator  has  converted  the  property  of  the  estate 
into  other  specific  property,  those  entitled  to  the  estate  may  either 
charge  the  representative  with  the  value  of  the  converted  property 
or  they  may  elect  to  claim  and  pursue  the  property  for  which  it  has 
been  exchanged.'*  Where  the  personal  representative  so  intermingles 
the  trust  estate  with  his  own  that  he  cannot  tell  what  property  belongs 
to  the  estate  or  what  gains  he  is  making  thereon,  it  is  proper  to 
charge  him  with  the  highest  legal  rote  of  interest,  and  to  allow  him 
nothing  for  his  services;  and  he  may  be  held  accountable  for  any 
profits  which  may  have  been  derived  instead  of  interest."  But  as 
a  general  rule  the  beneficiaries  must  elect  between  interest  and  profits, 
and  cannot  take  interest  for  a  part,  and  profits  for  another  part  of  a 
period.^'  Under  the  principle  that  an  executor  or  administrator  may 
be  held  accountable  for  all  profits  derived  from  a  conversion  of  assets 
of  the  estate,  the  measure  of  liability  for  stocks  sold  without  authority 
is  not  limited  to  their  appraised  nor  to  their  actual  value,  but  extends 
to  the  amount  for  which  they  were  sold,  where  that  exceeds  the 
appraised  or  actual  value.^*  Where  one  of  the  heirs  to  an  estate  ia 
the  administrator  and  is  guilty  of  mismanagement  and  thereby  be- 
comes indebted  to  his  co-beirs,  they  do  not  have  any  equitable  lien 
on  hia  interest  for  the  payment  of  their  respective  shares.^* 

yil.  ACCOUNTINO  Ain>  DlSTBIBUTIOK 

Accounting 

190.  Duty  to  Account;  Form  of  Account  Generally. — One  of  the 
first  and  most  important  duties  of  an  executor  or  administrator  is 
to  keep  and  render  full  and  accurate  accounts  concerning  the  estate 
in  bis  hands.'*  He  cannot  avoid  this  obligation  by  leaving  the 
jurisdiction  of  his  proper  accountability. ''    Nor  can  he  plead  hia 

8.  In  re  Bullion,  87  Neb.  700,  128      13.  Note:  2  Eng.  Rnl.  Cas.  175. 

N.  W.  32,  31  L.B.A.(N.S.)  350  and     14.  Radovieh'a  Estate,  74  Cat  536, 

note.  16  Pac.  321,  5  A.  S.  R.  466. 

9.  State  V.  Elliott,  167  Mo.  609,  67  15.  MeClellan  v.  Solomon,  23  Fla. 
S.  W.  1087,  80  A.  S.  R.  643.  437.  2  So.  825,  U  A,  S.  R.  381.  * 

10.  Blackwell  t.  Blackwell,  33  Ala.  16.  Main  v.  Brown,  72  Tex.  605, 10 
57,  70  Am.  Dec.  556.  S.  W.  571, 13  A.  S.  R.  823. 

11.  Note:  14  Eng.  Rnl.  Cas.  676.  Note:  138  A.  S.  R.  633. 

12.  Walls  V.  Walker,  87  Cal.  424, 99  17.  Cntrer  v.  Tennessee,  98  Miss. 
Am.  Dec,  290.  841,  64  So.  434,  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  34^ 

Note:  31L.R.A.(N.S.)  302.  35  L.RA.(N.S.)  333. 
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own  laches  as  a  bar  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  probate  court  to  compd 
him  to  moke  settlement  of  the  estate.'^  Neither  will  he  be  allowed  to 
escape  an  accounting  on  the  ground  that  his  appointment  was  a 
nullity.'*  Great  particularity  in  the  statement  of  items  in  accounts 
is  not  usually  required.  It  may  be  made  in  general  terms.***  But 
it  should  show  all  receipts  and  disbursements  and  the  date  of  making 
them,  and  should  state  separately  matters  pertaining  to  principal 
and  interest.' 

191.  Lapse  of  Time  as  Affecting  Duty  to  Account. — Tn  the  absence 
of  statute  fixing  the  term  of  an  administration,  an  executor  or  admin- 
istrator is  not  generally  relieved  from  being  called  to  account  in  the 
probate  court  by  the  mere  lapse  of  time  without  any  action  by  the 
court.*  Even  after  the  lapse  of  many  years  without  an  accounting, 
the  beneficiaries  will  be  entitled  to  have  an  account  and  inquiry  marie 
as  to  the  property  which  the  decedent  possessed  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  as  to  what  the  executor  or  administrator  has  done  with  it. 
and  as  to  what  steps  were  taken  for  the  purpose  of  recovering  or 
receiving  it.'  Statutes  of  limitation  do  not  ordinarily  run  in  favor 
of  a  personal  representative  so  as  to  bar  an  action  for  an  account- 
ing. Before  he  can  claim  the  benefit  of  the  statute  the  continuance 
or  continuity  of  his  office  must  in  some  way  have  been  interrupted, 
as  by  judicial  discharge,  disclaimer,  or  breach  of  trust.  The  rea.son  of 
this  doctrine  is  that  his  trust  is  a  continuing  one.  He  has  many  duties 
to  perform  in  administering  the  estate,  and  is  presumed  to  be  engaged 
in  performing  them  in  subordination  to  his  trust,  and  not  to  be  main- 
taining an  attitude  hostile  to  his  cestui  que  trust.*  In  some  juris- 
dictions, however,  a  settlement  will  be  presumed  where  the  parties 
interested  in  the  estate  suffer  twenty  years  to  elapse  from  the  time 
an  administrator  may  be  called  to  a  final  settlement,  without  taking 
any  steps  to  compel  a  settlement,*^  or  even  the  ordinary  statutes  df 
limitation  are  applied  on  the  ground  that  there  is  a  concurrent  rem- 
edy at  law  and  that  wherever  there  is  such  concurrent  remedy  the 
statute  must  also  apply  to  actions  in  chancery  and  probate.  It 
seems  that  the  statutory  period  is  to  be  computed  from  the  time 
when  an  action  for  an  accounting  might  have  been  brought,*  and 
that  a  lapse  of  time  sufficient  to  bar  an  action  on  the  administration 

18.  Mnin  t.  Brown,  72  Tex.  505,  10  Main  v.  Brown,  72  Tex.  605,  10  8.  W. 
S.  W.  571,  13  A.  S.  E.  823  and  571,  13  A.  S.  R.  823. 

note.  3.  Kirkman  v.  Booth,  11  Beav.  273, 

19.  Dobler  v.  Strobel,  9  N.  D.  104,  18  L.  J.  Ch.  25,  12  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  2a 
81  N.  W.  37,  81  A.  S.  R.  530.  4.  Salmon  v.  Wvnn,  153  Ala.  638, 

20.  Liddel  v.  McVickar,  11  N.  J.  L.  45  So.  133,  15  Ann.  Cas.  478  and 
44, 19  Am.  Dec.  369.  note. 

1.  Duncan  v.  Tobin,  Cbeves  Kq.  (S.  5.  Ragland  v.  Morton,  41  Ala.  3iL 
C.)  143.  34  Am.  Dec.  605.  91  Am.  Dec.  516. 

2.  Salmon  v.  Wynn,  153  Ala.  533,  9.  Note:  15  Ann.  Caa.  483,  484. 
45  So.  133, 15  Ann.  Cas.  478  and  note ; 
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bond  will  be  sufficient  to  prevent  proceedings  hy  citation  to  compel 
the  filing  of  an  account.'  And  irrespective  of  the  doctrine  of  pre- 
scription, a  complainant's  laches  may  preclude  him  from  invoking 
the  aid  of  fequity  to  compel  an  accounting,  where,  by  reason  of  changed 
conditions,  great  danger  of  injustice  would  be  involved  in  such  relief 
Actual  performance  of  duties,  such  as  the  collection  of  rents,  has 
been  taken  as  amounting  to  an  act  done  in  the  administration  of 
the  estate,,  sufficient  to  rebut  any  presumption  that  the  administration 
has  been  closed  so  as  to  deprive  the  probate  court  of  jurisdiction  to 
compel  an  accounting,  even  after  the  lapse  of  sixteen  years  of  inaction 
by  the  beneficiaries.'  Similarly,  an  application  of  the  doctrine  of 
prescription  was  refused  where  it  was  shown  that  within  twenty  years 
an  executor  filed  a  statement  of  his  accounts,  from  which  it  appeared 
that  at  the  time  of  the  filing  thereof  he  recognized  the  trust  as  con- 
tinuing." 

192.  Time  for  Accounting. — Tn  many  jurisdictions  an  executor  and 
administrator  is  required  to  exhibit  a  statement  of  the  accounts  of 
his  administration  for  settlement,  with  proper  vouchers,  to  the  pro- 
bate court  after  the  end  of  one  year  from  the  date  of  his  letters.^^ 
If  the  estate  is  not  completely  settled  at  the  expiration  of  the  first 
year,  he  is  frequently  required  to  make  an  accounting  annually,** 
or  at  least  to  strike  the  balance  at  the  end  of  every  year,  so  as  to 
disclose  the  state  of  his  accounts  and  the  funds  in  h^  hands.** 
Whenever  cited  by  the  probate  court  for  that  purpose,  he  should  file 
an  account,'*  and  this  court  generally  has  the  power  to  determine 
when  an  administrator  shall  make  a  final  settlement,  which  should  be 
as  soon  as  the  assets  of  the  estate  have  been  fully  administered.** 
Normally  it  is  the  duty  of  the  personal  representative  to  prosecute 
the  settlement  of  the  estate  with  all  reasonable  diligence,**  and  he 
may  be  held  responsible  for  losses  occurring  by  reason  of  a  failure 
to  exercise  reasonable  diligence  and  care  in  the  performance  of  his 
duty  and  in  making  a  report  to  the  court  of  his  acts  in  reference  to 
the  estate.*'  Where  a  will  dedgnatea  the  time  within  which  the 
administration  of  the  estate  may  be  closed,  the  court  will  not  as  a 

7.  Pfailipa  T.  State,  6  Ohio  St.  122,  Cheves  Eq.  (S.  C.)  143,  34  Am.  Dee. 
M  Am.  -Dec  635.  605. 

8.  Salmon  v.  Wynn,  153  Ala.  538,  13.  Granberry    v.    Granberry,  1 
45  So,  133,  15  Ann.  Cas.  478  and  Wash.  (Va.)  246,  1  Am.  Dec.  455. 
note.  14.  Re  Higgins,  15  Mont  474,  39 

9.  Main  v.  Brown,  72  Tex.  605,  10  Pac.  506,  28  L.R.A.  116. 

S.  W.  671,  13  A.  S.  R.  823.  15.  Brogan  v.  Brogan,  63  Ark.  405, 

10.  Salmon  t.  Wynn,  153  Ala.  538,  39  S.  W.  58,  58  A.  S.  R.  124. 

45  So.  133, 15  Ann.  Cas.  478  and  note.     16.  Walls  v.  Walker,  37  CaL  424,  99 

11.  Pieot      O'FalloD,  35  Mo.  29,  Am.  Dee.  290. 

86  Am.  Dec.  134.  17.  Re  Osbom,  87  CaL  1,  26  P«e. 

12.  Pieot  T.  O'Fallon,  35  Uo.  29,  S6  167,  U  LiLA.  264. 
Am.  Dee.  134:   Duncan  v.  Tobin, 
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rule  require  a  settlement  at  an  earlier  time."  In  some  states  a  per- 
sonal representative  has  eighteen  months  to  receive  bills  against  the 
estate  and  to  come  to  a  settlement;  and  such  settlement  cannot  be 
enforced  sooner  except  under  unusual  circumstances.^* 

193.  Proceedings  to  Compel  Accounting. — A  necessary  incident  to 
the  proper  exercise  of  the  jurisdiction  of  a  probate  court  is  the  power 
to  proceed  by  citation  or  attachment  against  an  administrator  or 
executor  for  neglect  to  file  his  accounts  as  required  by  Iaw.*<^  If  an 
executor  or  administrator  fails  to  appear  in  response  to  a  cftation  the 
oourt  may,  in  most  jurisdictions,  proceed  against  him  by  attachment 
proceedings.'  It  has  been  held,  however,  that  judgrnents  rendered 
by  the  court  against  executors  or  administrators  on  citations  to  account 
to  heirs  involving  mere  money  liabilities  or  indebtedness  to  them, 
and  not  any  specific  fund,  are  enforceable  only  by  execution  against 
property,  and  not  by  attachment  against  the  person  for  contempt.* 
Any  person  interested  in  an  estate  may  cite, the  executor  or  adminis- 
trator to  file  his  account.*  Thus,  the  citation  may  be  issued  at  the 
instance  of  an  heir,*  legatee,*  or  creditor;*  and  where  an  executor 
has  died  his  representatives  may  be  compelled  to  account  for  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  estate  of  the  original  deceased  testator  by  the  heirs  of 
the  latter,  without  an  administration  de  bonis  non  on  the  testator's 
estate.'  A  petition  for  an  accounting  against  a  certain  person  cannot 
properly  be  united  by  an  administrator  with  a  petition  for  final  dis- 
tribution.* In  addition,  to  the  jurisdiction  of  courts  of  probate  as 
to  proceedings  to  compel  an  accounting,  in  some  states  a  bill  in  equity 
may  be  brought  for  a  similar  purpose.* 

194.  Hatters  Covered  by  Account — As  a  general  rule  an  executor 
or  administrator  may  be  required  to  B<!count  as  such  only  for  property 
coming  into  his  hands  which  constituted  assets  of  the  estate.'*  All 

18.  Tuefcerman  v.  Comer,  54  Colo.  S.  W.  571,  13  A.  S.  R.  823. 

25,  129  Pac.  210,  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  5.  Bendall  v.  Bendall,  24  Ala.  295, 

599.  60  Am.  Dec.  469. 

19.  Jackson  V.  Rowell,  87  Ala.  685,  6.  Shurtleflf  v.  Right,  66  W.  Va.  582, 
6  So.  95,  4  L.R.A.  637.  66  S.  E.  719,  135  A.  8.  R.  1041. 

20.  Jennison  v.  Hapgood,  7  Pick.  7.  Graff  v.  Castleman,  5  Rand.  (Va.) 
(Mass.)  1,  19  Am.  Dee.  258;  Picot  v.  195,  16  Am.  Dec.  741. 

O'Fallon,  35  Mo.  29,  86  Am.  Dec.  134i  8.  Cook's  Estate,  77  Cal.  220,  17 

Philips  V.  State,  6  Ohio  St  122,  d4  Pac.  923,  19  Pac.  431,  11  A.  S.  R. 

Am.  Dec.  635.  267,  1  L.R.A.  567. 

1.  Bendall  v.  Bendall,  24  Ala.  295,  9.  Covenhoven  v.  Shuler,  2  Paige 
60  Am.  Dec.  469.  (N.  Y.)  122,  21  Am.  Dee.  73;  Teague 

2.  Everett  v.  Sparks,  107  Ga.  48,  v.  Dendv,  2  McCord.  Eq.  (S.  C.)  207, 
32  S.  E.  878,  73  A.  S.  R.  107.  16  Am.  Dec.  643,  overruled  on  another 

3.  Casev  v.  Brabec,  111  Minn.  43,  point  by  Taylor  v.  Taylor,  2  Rich.  Eq. 
126  N.  W.  401,  137  A.  S.  R.  631;  (S.  C.)  123.    See  supra,  par.  61. 
Pomeroys  Appeal,  127  Pa.  St.  492,  10,  Note:  19  Ann.  Cas.  560.  See 
18  Atl.  4,  4  L.R.A.  367.  supra,  par.  109  et  seq.,  as  to  what 

4.  Main  v.  Brown,  72  Tex.  605,  10  are  assets. 
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assets  included  in  the  inventory  must  usually  be  accounted  for,^^ 
including  rents  collected  and  the  income  from  real  estate,^'  but  the 
omission  from  an  executor's  account  of  any  reference  to  the  testator's 
real  estate  will  not  sustain  a  bill  on  behalf  of  legatees  to  open  the 
setUement  of  their  accounts,  if  no  power  was  given  them  over  the  real 
estate  except  so  far  as  necessary  to  pay  debts.'^  It  has  been  held  that 
an  administrator  is  not  chargeable  as  such  with  assets  of  his  intestate 
in  another  state,  even  though  they  have  come  into  his  hands.^^  But 
as  a  domiciliary  administrator  or  an  executor  may  have  authority  to 
receive  assets  from  without  the  jurisdiction  of  the  administration,  the 
true  rule  seems  to  be  that  apart  from  conflicts  between  domiciliary 
and  ancillary  administrations,  he  may  be  held  liable  for  all  assets  of 
the  decedent  which  lawfully  come  into  his  hands.**  In  making  his 
accounting  as  to  the  assets  of  the  estate  an  executor  or  administrator 
may  under  some  circumstances  account  for  undisposed  of  chattels 
by  producing  them  and  delivering  them  to  the  parties  entitled 
thereto.'*  Where  he  renders  his  final  account  for  dollars  in  numero, 
without  distinction  of  currency,  it  will  be  taken  to  mean  constitutional 
and  not  depreciated  currency.*'  However,  in  some  cases  accounts  liave 
been  permitted  to  be  stated  in  depreciated  paper  money  where  there 
was  no  other  mode  of  adjusting  the  account'*  As  elsewhere  seen,  in 
some  jurisdictions  a  debt  of  the  personal  representative  to  the  estate 
is  considered  cash  which  he  must  account  for  as  such,"  or  he  may  be 
required  merely  to  report  the  debt  as  existing  as  an  asset  of  the  estate, 
so  that  the  heirs  may  proceed  against  him  to  collect  the  amount  of 
his  debt  if  he  acquires  the  means  to  pay  it*^ 

195.  Allowance  of  Creclits, — An  executor  or  administrator  has  the 
right  to  be  reimbursed  and  credited  in  his  accounts,  as  such,  with  com- 
missions,' and  all  other  roasonabie  charges  and  disbursements  which 
have  been  made  for  the  benetit  of  the  estate,'  including  physicians' 

11.  Fay  V.  Muzzey,  13  Gray  (Mass.)  18.  Cranberry  v.  Granberry,  1  Wash. 
53,  74  Am.  Dec.  619.  (Va.)  246,  1  Am.  Dec.  455. 

12.  Smith  T.  Smith,  132  la.  700, 109      19.  See  supra,  par.  116  et  seq. 

N.  W.  194,  119  A.  S.  R.  58L  20.  In  re  Walker,  125  Cal.  242,  67 

Note:  40  L.R.A.  344.  Pac.  991,  73  A,  S.  R.  40. 

13.  Bradbury  v.  Wells,  138  Ta.  673,  1.  Thompson  v.  Mann,  65  W.  Va. 
115  N.  W.  880,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  240.  648,  64  S.  E.  920,  131  A.  S.  R.  987, 

14.  MothJand  v.  Wireman,  3  Peh  &  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1094. 

W.  (Pa.)  185,  23  Am.  Dec.  71.  2.  Sanford  v.  Howard,  29  Ala.  684, 

15.  Fletcher  v.   Sanders,   7  Dana  68  Am.  Dec.  101;  Powell  v.  North, 


16.  Stevens  v.  Meserve,  73  N.  H.  v.  Com.,  4  Hen.  &  M.  (Va.)  57,  4 
293,  61  Atl.  420,  111  A.  S.  R.  612.  Am.  Dec.  488;  Thompson  v.  Mann,  65 

17.  Bailey  v.  Dilworth,  lO  Smedes  W.  Va.  648,  64  8.  R.  920,  131  A. 
ft  H.  (Miss.)  404,  48  Am.  Dee.  760  S.  R.  987,  22  L.aA.(N.S.)  1094. 


(Ky.)  345,  32  Am.  Dec.  96. 


3  Ind.  392,  56  Am.  Dec.  613;  Ninamo 


and  note. 
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bills  and  the  funeral  expenses.*  So,  where  an  administrator  has  dis- 
charged a  debt  due  from  the  estate  of  his  intestate,  he  may  be  entitled 
to  have  it  allowed  in  the  account  of  his  administration,*  provided  it 
is  shown  that  the  debt,  if  paid  under  no  legal  compulsion,  was  never^ 
theless  such  as  could  have  been  enforced  against  the  estnte.  In  all 
such  cases  he  is  not  regarded  as  in  any  worse  position  than  the  creditor 
was  at  the  time  of  the  payment.*  It  has  even  been  held  that  if  in  car- 
ing for  the  property  of  his  trust,  an  administrator  pays  money  improp- 
erly, it  is  the  proper  province  of  the  probate  court  to  reimburse  him  by 
crediting  such  disbursements  in  his  administration  account,  whether 
he  borrowed  the  funds  so  paid  out  or  took  them  from  his  own  pocket.* 
And  he  may  be  allowed  also  fees  incurred  in  an  attempt  to  sell  real 
property,  where  the  heirs  have  agreed  that  he  should  have  his  fees 
out  of  the  estate.'  Likewise,  it  seems  that  where  an  administrator 
discharges  the  debts  of  the  intestate  to  an  amount  exceeding  the  per- 
sonal assets,  he  may  have  equitable  relief  against  the  heirs,  and  be 
reimbursed  out  of  the  real  estate  which  has  descended  to  them.^  In 
short,  it  may  be  said,  generally,  that  the  law  does  not  visit  a  personal 
representative  with  severer  intendments  in  the  matter  of  allowances 
than  are  indulged  against  agents  generally.* 

196.  Objections  to  Accounts. — When  an  account  is  rendered  by  an 
executor  or  administrator  any  person  interested  may  appear  and  file 
an  objection  or  exception  to  the  items  or  matters  contained  in  it.^* 
Within  this  rule  a  surety  on  a  probate  bond  is  a  party  intereHed 
in  the  accounts  of  the  principal,  and  for  that  reason  has  standing  to 
object  to  the  account.**  And  where  a  substantial  right  is  involved,  the 
right  of  an  executor  or  administrator  to  object  to  the  account  of  his 
coexecutor  or  coadministrator  seems  also  to  be  recognized.**  So  also, 
where  an  administrator  has  been  surcharged  on  exceptions  to  his  ac- 
count, the  widow  and  all  the  heirs  are  entitled  to  participate  in  the 
entire  fund  as  finally  ascertained,  though  some  of  them  did  not  except 
to  the  account.'*  But  the  next  of  kin  cannot  complain  of  the  payment 
of  an  item  by  the  administrator  without  its  allowance  by  the  court, 

3.  McClellan  v.  Filson,  44  Ohio  St.  (Ey.)  4X9,  48  Am.  Dee.  400. 

184,  5  N.  E.  861,  58  Am.  Rep.  814     9.  Henderson  v.  Simmonfi,  33  Ala. 

4.  Oolden  Gate  Undertaking  Co.  v.  291,  70  Am.  Dec  690. 

Taylor,  168  Cal.  94,  141  Pao.  922,  10.  Lueich  v.  Medin,  3  Nev.  93,  93 

62  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1153;  Lawrence  t.  Am.  Dee.  376;  Lambright  Lam- 

Kitteridge,  21  Conn.  577, 56  Am.  Dec.  bright,  74  Ohio  St.  198,  78  N.  E.  266, 

385.  6  Ann.  Gas.  807. 

5.  Roberta  v.  Rogers,  28  Miss.  162,  11.  Baasett  t.  FidelHy  &  Deposit 
61  Am.  Dee.  542.  Co.,  184  Mass.  210,  68  K.  £.  206,  100 

6.  Merchants'  Nat.  Bank  v.  Weeks,  A  S.  R.  652. 

53  Vt,  115,  38  Am.  Rep.  661.  12.  Note:  22  LJl.A.(N.S.)  1119. 

7.  Zimmer  ▼.  Saier,  165  Midi.  388,  13.  Chariton's  AppeaL  34  Pa.  St 
119  N,  W.  433,  130  A.  S.  R.  575.  473,  76  Am.  Dee.  673. 

8.  Taylor       Taylor,  8  B.  Mon 
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where  it  is  less  in  amount  than  the  balance  due  the  administrator  for 
overpayment  in  the  distribution  of  the  estate.*^  In  some  jurisdictions 
bills  in  equity  may  be  filed  in  order  to  surcharge  an  executor  or 
administrator  and  falsify  his  account-^* 

197.  General  Jurisdiction  over  Accottnts;  Reference. — ^Though 
courts  of  probate  or  the  orphans'  courts  have  general  jurisdiction  over 
the  accounts  of  executors  and  administrators,^*  and  have  power  to 
examine  into  the  accounts  and  vouchers  and  to  consider  and  deter- 
mine objections  which  may  be  made  in  reference  thereto,'^  in  many 
jurisdictions  such  an  account  is  not  immediately  passed  on  by  the 
probate  court,  but  is  first  referred  to  an  auditor  or  referee,**  whose 
report  is  subject  to  confirmation,  modification  or  rejection  by  the 
court,  the  object  sought  to  be  attained  by  the  reference  being  the 
expedition  of  business.**  The  auditor  or  referee  is  generally  em- 
powered to  take  testimony  and  make  findings  of  fact,  and  it  is  not 
essential  that  his  report  should  disclose  the  evidence  on  which  his 
findings  are  based.^'*  Exceptions  to  the  report  may  be  filed  by  either 
the  administrator  or  any  person  interested.^  In  some  states  where 
the  probate  court  has  come  to  di^fe^ent  conclusions  as  regards  an 
account  which  has  already  been  passed  on  by  a  referee,  it  is  customary 
for  the  court  to  remand  the  case  to  the  referee  with  directions  to 
restate  the  account  in  accordance  with  the  opinion  of  the  court.*  The 
whole  procedure  in  the  probate  court  in  adjusting  the  accounts  of 
executors  and  administrators  c^peazs  to  be  modeled  on  equitable 
fonns.* 

198.  Effect  of  Annual  Accounts. — A  distinction  is  to  be  observed 

between  orders  and  decrees  made  during  the  settlement  of  an  estate 
which  are  merely  preparatory  to  a  final  settlement  and  distribution, 
and  a  final  decree  adjusting  and  closing  an  administration  account. 
Only  the  latter  possesses  the  elements  of  a  final  judgment;  the  former 
are  preliminary  and  subject  to  change  or  modification,  as  the  exigencies 

14.  Kuapp  V.  Jessnp,  146  Mich.  34S,  Am.  Rep.  191 ;  McConnico  v.  Cnrzen, 
109  N.  W.  666,  117  A.  8.  fi.  646,  2  Call  (Va.)  35d,  1  Am.  Dee.  540; 
7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  617.  Sims  v.  Sims,  94  Va.  580,  27  N.  E. 

15.  Meeks  v.   Thompson,  8   Qrat.  436,  64  A.  S.  R.  772. 

(Va.)  134,  56  Am.  Dec.  134;  Taylor  ,  19.  Barafield  v.  Rosell,  177  N.  T. 

T.  Taylor,  66  W.  Va.  238,  66  8.  E,  387,  69  N.  E.  732,  101  A.  S.  R.  814. 

600,  19  Ann.  Cas.  414.  20.  Mathews  v.  Sbeehan,  76  Conn. 

16.  Turner  v.  Egerton,  1  Gill  &  J.  654,  57  Atl.  694,  100  A.  S.  R.  1017. 
(Md.)  430,  19  Am.  Dee.  235;  Hotb-  1.  Tox  t.  Wilcoeks,  1  Bin.  (Pa.) 
land  T.  Wireman,  3  Pen  &  W.  (Pa.)  194,  2  Am.  Dec.  433. 

185,  23  Am.  Dec.  71.  2.  Tart  v.  Tart,  154  N.  C.  602,  70 

17.  Bendall  v.  Bendall,  24  Ala.  205,  8.  E.  929,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  952;  Meeks 
60  Am.  Dee.  469.  t.  Thompson,  8  Grat.  (Va.)  134,  60 

18.  Matter  of  McPhee,  166  Cal.  335,  Am.  Dec.  134. 

104  Pac.  455,  Ann.  Cas.  1913E  899;  8.  Heppe  t.  Szezepanski,  209  III 
Johnson  t.  Hedriek,  33  Ind.  129,  5  88,  70  N.  E.  737,  101  A.  S.  B.  221. 


Digitized  by  Google 


$  199  EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTRATORS       U  R.  C.  L. 

of  the  case  and  the  demands  of  jiistice  require  *  Annual  settlements 
of  executors  and  administrators  are  not  conclusive  on  the  parties 
interested  in  the  estate,  and  at  th'e  final  settlement  they  may  show 
errors  in  the  previous  annual  settlements,  which  may  be  corrected  by 
the  probate  court  *  For  example,  the  court  may  T8*examine  former 
accounts  of  a  deceased  executrix  on  the  settlement  of  a  subsequent 
account  filed  by  her  surviving  husband,  and  charge  back  sums  erro- 
neously allowed  in  such  former  accounts,  especially  where  it  doeA 
not  appear  that  any  one  interested  in  the  ultimate  disposition  of  the 
estate  appeared  or  was  represented  at  the  settlement  of  the  prior 
accounts.*  So  also,  where  by  reason  of  failure  to  produce  the  necessary 
vouchers  required  by  statute,  credits  are  rejected  on  an  annual  account 
ing,  they  may  be  included  in  a  subsequent  account  and  be  allowed  on 
production  of  the  vouchers.  Nor  is  an  annual  account  in  any  way 
conclusive,  even  as  against  the  heirs,  legatee,  and  creditors,  except 
as  to  such  items  as  are  included  in  the  account  and  actually  passed 
on  by  the  court.'  It  has  been  said  that  the  only  validity  and  effect 
which  can  be  given  to  an  account  improperly  filed  and  allowed  as  a 
final  account  is  as  to  items  therein  mentioned,  and  that  it  cannot  pro- 
tect the  administratrix  from  liability  for  other  items.* 

Distribution 

199.  Distributfon  in  General. — ^It  is  the  duty  of  an  executor  or 
administrator  to  distribute  the  estate  according  to  law*  Such  a  dis- 
tribution is  a  part  of  the  machinery  of  the  law  whereby  those  who 
are  entitled  to  share  in  the  estate  and  the  particular  quantum  and 
portion  each  is  to  receive  as  representing  his  or  her  share  are  ascer- 
tained, determined,  and  set  out.  The  object  of  the  distribution  is 
the  division  of  the  estate  to  those  who  were  entitled  to  it  upon  the 
death  of  the  decedent.  It  operates  in  prsesenti,  is  governed  by  con- 
ditions existing  at  the  testator's  death,  and  deals  only  with  definite, 
ascertainable  and  ascertained  persons.'*  A  decree  of  a  probate  court 
which  adjusts  the  accounts  of  an  administrator  and  determines  the 
amount  due  may  have  the  effect  of  a  final  decree  of  distribution  with- 
out any  actual  ordering  that  the  amount  due  should  be  paid.^'  But 
after  an  account  has  been  filed  and  approved  a  general  finding  of 
a  balance  in  the  hands  of  an  executor  or  administrator  and  an  order 
to  distribute  it  according  to  law,  does  not  necessarily  determine  either 

4.  Mix's  Appeal,  35  Conn.  121,  95  8.  Matthews  v.  Douthitt,  27  Ala. 
Am.  Dec.  222.  273,  62  Am.  Dec  765. 

5.  Picot  V.  O'Pallon,  35  Mo.  29,  86     9.  Note:  138  A.  S.  R.  536. 

Am.  Dec.  134  and  note.  10.  Gdrard  v.   Beecher,   80  Conn. 

6.  Wiggin  V.  Swett,  6  Mete.  (Mass.)  363,  68  Atl.  438,  15  L.RX(N.S.)  900. 
194,  39  Am.  Dee.  716  and  note.  11.  Lylea  v.  McClure,  1  Bailey  L. 

7.  Walls  V.  Walker,  37  CaL  424,  99  (S.  C.)  7,  19  Am.  Dec.  648. 
Am.  Dec.  290. 
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the  persons  entitled  under  the  law  or  the  amount  to  which  wich  is 
entitied.  Difficult,  and  sometimes  intricate,  questions  arise  in  ascer- 
taining who  are  distributees,  or  how  and  in  what  proportions  the 
fund  is  to  be  distributed  according  to  law.  An  executor  or  adminis- 
trator may,  if  he  thinks  proper,  voluntarily  pay  out  the  distributive 
fund  before  a  final  determination  of  the  identity  and  rights  of  the 
several  distributees,  but  he  cannot  be  compelled  to  do  so  until  the 
claimants  have  established  their  rif];ht8  as  may  be  provided  by  low." 
In  many  instances  a  partial  distribution  may  properly  be  made  of 
funds  available  for  that  purpose  without  waiting  for  a  final  dis- 
tribution,**  but  the  distribution  of  all  the  property  of  an  estate  can 
be  had  only  on  the  final  settlement  of  the  account  of  the  executor  or 
administrator.**  After  an  estate  has  once  been  administered  and 
closed,  the  heirs  and  distributees  have  full  ownership  of  decedent's 
property,  with  all  the  incidental  rights  of  control  and  disposition.^'  If 
after  settlement  of  his  account  the  personal  representative  retains  a 
balance  in  his  hands  he  may  be  liable  therefor  merely  as  a  debtor  so 
that  tiie  statute  of  limitations  may  begin  to  run,  especially  if  at  the 
settlement  he  denies  liability  for  the  amount  represented  by  such 
balance.**  In  this  connection,  however,  it  should  be  noted  that 
some  courts  have  held  that  even  after  final  account  and  distribution 
an  executor  or  administrator  still  continues  to  be  a  trustee.*'  Where 
a  party  is  acting  in  the  double  capacity  of  administrator  of  a  decedent's 
estate  and  guardian  of  his  minor  heirs,  and  it  becomes  his  duty  as 
administrator  to  pay  to  himself  as  guardian  a  sum  of  money  distrib- 
uted to  his  wards,  as  a  rule  the  law  presumes  such  payment  to  have 
been  made  by  him ;  but  this  presumption  may  be  rebutted,  and  it  has 
been  held  that  where  he  charges  himself  with  the  fund  as  adminis- 
trator, but  refrains  from  charging  himself  with  it  as  guardian,  the 
presumption  of  a  transfer  of  the  fund  is  rebutted.**  It  has  been 
held  that  neither  negligence  nor  fraud  can  be  predicated  upon  a 
mistake  in  which  all  the  persons  interested  shared." 

200.  Final  Decree. — While  a  decree  of  distribution  does  not  create 
the  title  in  the  distributees,  it  is  an  adjudication  and  determination 
of  those  who  acquire  the  title  of  the  deceased  and  becomes  final  and 
conclusive  on  that  question  if  not  seasonably  attacked.*^  A  collateral 

12.  Henrv  v.  Doyle,  82  Obio  St.  113,  16.  App  v.  Dreisbach,  2  Rawle 
91  N.  E.  990,  137  A.  S.  R.  769,  (Pa.)  287,  21  Am.  Dee.  447. 

13.  Toland  V.  Earl,  129  Cal.  148,  61  17.  Robinson  v.  Ring,  72  lie.  140, 
Pac.  914,  79  A.  S.  R.  100;  Succession  39  Am.  Rep.  308. 

of  Allen.  48  La.  Ann.  1036,  20  So.  103,  18.  Wilson  v.  Wilson,  17  Ohio  St. 

65  A.  S.  3.  295.  150,  91  Am.  Dec.  125. 

14.  In  re  Gird,  157  Cal,  534,  108  19.  Williams  v.  Harrell,  43  N.  C. 
Pac.  490.  137  A.  S.  R.  131.  123,  55  Am.  Dec.  442. 

15.  Fisk  V.  Norvel,  9  Tex.  13,  68  20.  Cunha  v.  Hughes,  122  Cal.  Ill, 
Am.  Dec.  128.  54  Pac.  535,  68  A.  S.  R.  27;  In  r« 
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attack  upon  the  decree  will  not  be  allowed  except  for  lack  of  juris- 
diction.^  It  is  usually  given  such  conclusive  effect  that  it  is  con- 
sidered as  superseding  the  will  and  prevailing  over  any  provision 
thereof  inconsistent  with  the  decree.*  It  constitutes  not  only  the 
law  of  the  personalty  but  also  of  the  real  estate,  and  will  be  so  con- 
sidered even  in  other  jurisdictions.*  And  a  decree  on  an  accounting 
by  ^n  executor  of  an  executor  may  operate  as  a  final  decree  for  a  debt 
due  from  the  deceased  executor  to  his  decedent's  estate.* 

201.  Effect  as  Res  Judicata. — If  made  in  conformity  with  law* 
a  final  decree  as  to  the  distribution  in  an  estate  is  conclusive  as  to 
every  matter  involved  and  constitutes  a  bar  to  further  proceedings 
concerning  the  same  matter,  not  only  in  courts  of  probate  jurisdic- 
tion but  in  all  other  courts.*  It  has  the  force  of  res  judicata  both 
at  law  and  in  equity,  and  will  not  be  vacated  or  annulled  by  courts 
of  equity  except  on  the  establishment  of  some  well  recognized  ground 
for  equitable  relief.^  Thus  a  decree  of  the  proper  court  settling  an 
estate  and  adjudging  to  the  distributees  their  respective  shares,  is  as 
conclusive  as  a  decree  in  chancery  or  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  law.^ 
All  the  parties  are  concluded  thereby,'  including  sureties  on  the  bond 
of  the  accountant.*'  So,  the  executor  or  administrator  is  thereby 
protected  from  liability  in  regard  to  payments  made  by  him  pursuant 
to  the  decree.^^  It  is  also  entitled  to  the  same  favorable  presumptions 
which  arc  accorded  to  the  judgments  of  all  courts  of  record.'*  And 
in  many  jurisdictions  it  may  be  made  the  exact  equivalent  of  a  judg- 
ment in  a  court  of  law  by  being  filed  in  the  office  of  the  court  o£ 
record  for  law  cases  of  the  county  in  which  the  probate  court  is 
located.*' 


Ostlund,  57  Wash.  359,  106  Pac.  1116, 
135  A.  S.  R.  990. 

1.  Harris  v.  Starkey,  176  Mass.  445, 
57  N.  E.  698,  79  A.  S.  R.  322;  Teynor 
V.  Heible,  74  Wash.  220,  133  Pac  1, 
46  L.R.A.(N.S.}  1033. 

2.  Goad  V.  Montgomery,  119  Cal. 
552,  51  Pac.  681,  63  A.  S.  R.  145. 

3.  Toland  v.  Earl,  129  Cal.  148,  61 
Pac.  914,  79  A.  S.  R.  100. 

4.  Smith  V.  Seaton,  117  Pa.  St  382, 
11  Atl.  661,  2  A.  S.  R.  668. 

5.  Muskingum  Bank  v.  Carpenter,  7 
Ohio  pt.  1,  21,  28  Am.  Dec.  616,  over- 
ruled on  another  point  by  White  v. 
Denman,  1  Ohio  St.  111. 

6.  Young  V.  Byrd,  124  Mo.  590,  28 
S.  W.  83,  46  A.  S.  R.  461;  Shelby  v. 
Creighton,  65  Neb.  485,  SI  N.  W.  369, 
101  A.  S.  R.  630. 


7.  Note:  106  A.  S.  R.  640.  See 
generally,  Judgments. 

8.  Slatter  v.  Glover,  14  Ala.  648,  48 
Am.  Dee.  118 ;  McLaughlin  v.  Mc- 
Laughlin, 4  Ohio  St.  608,  64  Am.  Dee. 
603. 

9.  Cunha  v.  Hughes,  122  Cal.  Ill, 
54  Pac.  535,  68  A.  S.  R.  27;  Shelby 
V.  Creighton,  65  Neb.  485,  91  N.  W. 
369,  101  A.  S.  R.  630. 

10.  Basset!  v.  Fidelity  &  Deposit 
Co.,  184  Mass.  210,  68  N.  E.  205, 100 
A.  S.  R.  552. 

11.  Harris  t.  Starkey,  176  Mass. 
445,  57  N.  E.  698,  79  A.  S.  R.  322. 

12.  Baldwin  v.  Davidson,  139  Mo. 
US,  40  S.  W.  765,  61  A.  S.  R.  460. 

13.  App  T.  Dreisbach,  2  Rawk 
(Pa.)  287,  21  Am.  Dee.  447. 
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Notice 

202.  Necessity  of  Notice  Generally. — ^At  common  law  when  undei 
»  decree  in  an  administration  proceeding  an  intestate's  estate  was 
distributed  among  persons  found  to  be  his  next  of  kin,  another  person 
claiming  to  be  next  of  kin  and  who  was  not  aware  of  the  proceedings, 

^  could  thereafter  sue  the  persons  who  had  shared  in  the  distribution 
for  restitution.'*  In  some  jurisdictions  to-day  this  principle  is  recog- 
nized, and  the  courts  hold  that  if  through  ignorance  or  mistake  on 
the  part  of  the  executor  and  the  probate  judge  a  decree  of  distribution 
omits  one  of  the  heirs  at  law  of  the  decedent,  and  such  heir  had  no 
notice  or  knowledge  of  the.  probate  of  the  will  or  the  application  for 
distribution,  the  court  may,  on  his  petition,  grant  him  relief  by  giving 
him  a  right  to  recover  of  the  other  heirs  the  sums  received  by  them 
in  excess  of  their  shares.'*  In  other  jurisdictions  such  heir  or  party 
in  interest  may  treat  the  proceedings  in  which  the  accounting  was 
had  as  void,  and  institute  new  proceedings  to  compel  an  accounting, 
without  the  necessity  of  coming  in  under  the  prior  one  by  motion 
to  open  that  decree.'^  But,  in  the  absence  of  statute,  personal  notice 
is  not  a  prerequisite.'^ .  One  proceeding  to  compel  a  second  accounting 
by  an  administrator  on  the  ground  that  the  first  was  void  as  to  him 
because  he  was  not  made  a  party  to  it,  should  give  notice  to  the  parties 
who  appeared  in  and  were  affected  by  the  original  proceedings."  It 
has  been  said  that  a  decree  upon  the  settlement  of  the  administrator's 
account  relating  to  the  ancestor's  estate  binds  a  minor  heir  whose 
guardian  had  notice  of  the  proceeding  and  is  present,  but  that  it  has 
no  effect  on  the  minor's  rights  if  he  had  no  guardian.'* 

203.  Notice  of  Accounting. — In  some  jurisdictions  the  laws  require 
that  an  executor  or  administrator  shall  give  public  notice  for  a 
designated  length  of  time  as  to  his  intention  to  make  final  settlement. 
Thereby  constructive  notice  is  given  to  all  parties  interested,  who 
thus  have  an  opportunity  of  contesting  the  accounts.'^  A  settlement 
of  an  estate  made  after  the  prescribed  notice  is  generally  conclusive 
upon  all  interested  parties.'  And  it  has  been  decided  that  unknown 
next  of  kin  of  an  intestate  may  be  bound  by  the  administrator's 
accounting  where  a  citation  running  to  persons  unknown  has  been 


14.  David  v.  Frowd,  1  Myl.  4  K.  18,  In  re  Killan,  172  N.  T.  547, 
200,  2  U  J.  Cb.  68,  2  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  65  N.  £.  661,  63  L.R.A.  95. 

245.  19.  Stevens  v.  Mesrare,  73  N.  R 

15.  Harris  v.  Stoikey,  176  Mass.  293,  61  Atl.  420,  111  A.  S.  R.  613. 
445,  57  N.  S.  698,  79  A.  8.  R.  322.  See  Guabdiah  and  Ward;  Iitpahts. 

16.  Clarke  v.  Perry,  5  Cal.  58,  63  20.  Stubblefield  v.  MeRaveD,  fi 
Am.  Dee.  82;  In  re  Eillan,  172  N.  Smedes&M.  (Miss.)  130. 43  Am.  Dee. 
T.  547,  65  N.  E.  661,  63  L.R.A.  95  502. 

and  note.  1.  Toland  v.  Earl,  129  CaL  148,  0} 

17.  Daly  v.  Pennie,  86  CaL  552,  25  Pac.  914,  79  A.  S.  R.  160. 
Pae.  07,  21  A.  S.  B.  6L 

185 


Digitized  by 


%  204  EXECUTOBS  AND  ADMINISTBATOBS       11  R.  &  L. 

issued  as  provided  by  statute.*  Sometimes  a  distinction  is  recognized 
between  an  annual  and  a  final  settlement,  in  that  as  to  the  former  no 
notice  is  required  to  be  given  to  the  parties  interested,  and  hence  it  is 
an  ex  parte  proceeding;  but  a  final  settlement  cannot  be  made  without 
the  publication  of  a  nbtice  to  the  parties  interested  that  the  adminis- 
trator intends  to  make  such  settlement  at  the  next  term  of  the  court  * 
Where  an  executor  has  made  a  partial  accounting,  without  the  presence 
of  or  notice  to  the  parties  interested,  and  not  otherwise  passed  upon 
by  the  court  than  by  its  acceptance  of  it,  the  question  of  allowance  or 
disallowance  of  items  included  in  that  accounting  is  an  open  one  on 
the  final  accounting.*  It  seems  that  in  determining  the  regularity  of 
accounting  proceedings,  the  court  may  presume  that  notice  of  settle- 
ment of  the  account  by  the  probate  court  was  duly  given  to  the  parties 
interested,  though  the  record  does  not  show  such  notice.* 

204.  Notice  of  Distribution. — Two  distinct  questions  are  involved 
in  reference  to  the  necessity  of  notice  being  given  to  parties  in  interest 
as  to  the  making  of  dislribution  in  an  estate.  One  involves  the  regu- 
larity of  the  proceeding  as  to  parties  who  have  already  received  notice 
of  the  administration  proceedings  and  the  other  the  question  as  to  ' 
the  effect  of  a  distribution  made  without  notice  to  one  who  has  never 
been  brought  in  as  a  party  and  has  never  received  any  notice  of  the 
proceedings.  As  a  rule  the  court  must  have  jurisdiction  over  all  of 
the  heirs  and  parties  in  interest,*  but  the  parties  already  on  the  record 
or  who  have  already  received  notice  of  the  proceedin^^  are  not  usually 
entitled  to  any  notice  of  the  making  of  an  order  of  distribution.'  So, 
if  final  settlement  of  an  estate  has  been  adjudged  showing  a  balance 
in  the  hands  of  the  executor  for  distribution,  the  order  of  the  court 
for  distribution  usually  follows  as  a  natural  consequence,  and  the 
executor,  in  contemplation  of  law,  is  in  court  for  that  purpose  until 
the  order  is  made.  It  has  been  held  that  he  is  not  entitled  to  notice 
that  such  order  is  to  be  made  and  that  it  may  be  made  in  his  absence 
in  spite  of  an  unfulfilled  promise  of  the  court  to  notify  him  when  the 
order  would  be  made.*  Statutes  may,  however,  provide  for  the  giving 
of  notice  either  by  publication  or  otherwise  of  decrees  of  distribution. 
In  order  that  the  proceedings  may  be  regular  there  should  be  a  com- 
pliance with  the  statutory  requirements;'  and  the  decree  is  subject 

2.  In  re  Killan,  172  N.  T.  547,  65  107  Pac.  191,  135  A.  S.  R.  999.  See 

N.  E.  561,  63  L.R.A.  95.  supra,  par.  202,  as  to  the  effect  of 

8.  Picot  V.  O'Fallon,  35  Mo.  29,  86  distribution  without  notice  of  the  pro- 

Am.  Dec.  134  and  note.    See  supra,  ceedin^. 

par.  198,  as  to  effect  of  annual  settle-  7.  Buckley  v.  Superior  Court,  102 

ments.  Cal.  6.  36  Pac.  360,  41  A.  S.  R.  135. 

4.  Potter's  Appeal,  56  Conn.  1,  12  8.  State  v.  Henderson,  164  Mo.  347, 
Atl.  513,  7  A.  S.  R.  272.  64  S.  W.  1^8,  86  A.  S.  R.  618. 

5.  Sever  v.  Russell,  4  Cosh.  (Mass.)  9.  In  re  Ostlund,  57  Wash.  359, 
613,  50  Am.  Deo.  811.  106  Pac  1116,  135  A.  S.  R.  990. 

6.  Horton  V.  Barto,  57  Wash.  477, 
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to  collateral  attack  if  notice  of  appIicatioQ  therefor  is  not  given  for 
the  time  which  the  statute  makes  a  prerequisite  to,  the  making 
thereof." 

Correction  of  Errors  arid  AppedU 

205.  Power  of  Probate  Court  to  Correct  Mistakes. — As  a  general 
rule  probate  courts  have  the  power  to  correct  errors  or  mistakes  in 
their  decrees  "  and  to  permit  executors  and  administrators  to  make 
corrections  in  their  accounts.*'  Even  a  final  account  is  subject  to 
correction  when  mistake  is  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  probata 
court.**  So,  where  a  mistake  appears  in  a  former  settlement  it  may 
be  corrected  in  a  subsequent  one.'*  Thus,  if  an  executor,  who  is  also 
the  residuary  legatee,  charges  himself  with  the  rents  of  certain  prop- 
erty, to  which  he  is  himself  entitled,  he  may  have  such  mistake  cor- 
rected in  a  subsequent  account.*'  And  again  a  court  of  probate  has 
power,  in  its  final  decree  settling  an  administration  account,  to  correct 
any  errors  made  in  any  former  and  partial  settlement  of  the  account" 
Or  it  may  order  its  proceedings  amended  by  adding  to  an  adminis- 
trator's account  an  affidavit  previously  taken  in  court  but  not  filed.*' 
Evidence  is  sometimes  admitted  to  show  such  mistakes,*^  but  it  has 
also  been  held  that  they  may  be  corrected,  provided  this  can  be  done 
from  the  face  of  the  record  without  opening  the  proof  as  to  the 
accounts  allowed,  but  that  if  the  mistake  or  error  can  be  shown  only 
by  going  anew  into  the  proof  the  account  cannot  be  reopened.**  It 
is  sometimes  provided  by  statute  that  on  every  settlement  of  an  account 
by  an  executor  or  administrator  all  his  former  accounts  may  be  so 
far  opened  as  to  correct  any  mistake  or  error  therein,  excepting  that 
a  matter  in  dispute  between  two  parties  previously  heard  and  deter- 
mined by  the  court  cannot  be  reopened  without  the  permission  of 
the  court.*" 

206,  Appeal. — An  appeal  usually  lies,  as  in  other  cases,  from  a 
final  decree  as  to  the  d^tribution  of  an  estate.^   But  only  a  party 

10.  Teynor  v.  Heible,  74  Wash.  222,  Am.  Dec  222;  Liddel  v.  MeVickar.'U 
133  Pac.  1,  46  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1033.  N.  J.  L.  44,  19  Am.  Dee.  369, 

11.  Harris  v.  Starkey,  176  Mass.  17.  Kennedy  v.  Wachsmulh,  12  Serg. 
445,  57  N.  E,  698,  79  A.  S.  R.  322.  &  R.  (Pa.)  171,  14  Am.  Deo.  676. 

12.  Brown  T.  Baron,  1C2  Mass.  56,  18.  Mix's  Appeal,  35  Coan,  121,  95 
37  N.  E.  772,  44  A.  8.  R.  331;  Lam-  Am.  Dee.  222. 

bright  V.  Lambright,  74  Ohio  St.  198,  19.  Lueich  t,  Ifedizt,  3  Nev.  93,  93 

78  N.  E.  265,  6  Ann.  Caa.  807.  Am,  Deo.  376. 

13.  Liddel  v.  MoVickar,  11  N.  J.  20.  Lambright  v.  Lambright,  74 
L.  44,  19  Am.  Dee.  369.  Ohio  St.  198,  78  N.  E.  265,  6  Ann. 

14.  Lueich  v.  Media,  3  Nev.  83,  93  Cas.  807. 

Am.  Dec.  376.  1.  Mix's  Appeal,  35  Conn.  121,  95 

16,  Brown  v.  Bazon,  162  Mass.  66,  Am.  Dee.  222;  In  re  Fishbect  146 

37  N,  E.  772,  44  A.  S.  R.  331.  Mich.  348.  109  N.  W.  666,  117  A.  S. 

16.  Mix's  Appeal,  35  Conn.  121,  95  R.  646,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  617.  See  gea- 
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aggrieved  by  a  specific  provision  of  the  decree  can  object  thereto  or 
take  an  appeal.'  Thus  it  has  been  held  that  where  an  administrator 
has  no  pecuniary  or  personal, interest  or  property  right  which  can  be 
alFected  by  a  decree  of  distribution  of  funds  shown  by  his  account 
to  be  in  his  hands,  he  cannot  be  considered  a  party  aggrieved  and 
therefore  has  no  standing  to  appeal,  but  that  an  assignee  of  the  dis- 
tributive share  of  one  of  the  heirs  at  law  has  a  pecuniary  interest 
and  property  rights  which  may  be  directly  affected,  and  therefore 
may  appisal  from  the  decree.' 

207.  Bill  of  Review. — ^In  order  to  correct  an  erroneous  account,  or 
decree  settling  an  account,  a  bill  of  review  may  generally  be  brought 
by  parties  in  interest  in  accordance  with  the  generally  accepted  rules 
of  equity  practice,*  and  the  question  of  laches  is  determinable  upon 
the  same  equitable  considerations.*  Where  a  bill  of  review  is  granted 
on  the  question  whether  an  item  was  a  legal  charge  under  the  facts 
of  the  case,  the  question  whether  the  evidence  supports  the  find- 
ing of  fact  on  which  the  decree  was  based  is  not  open  for  considera- 
tion.* Nor  will  a  bill  for  the  resettlement  of  the  administration 
account  be  allowed  for  the  purpose  of  relitigating  the  same  matters 
which  were  at  issue  and  determined  in  a  previous  suit  between  the 
same  parties.' 

208.  Review  in  Equity  Generally. — A.  court  of  equity  has  the 
power  to  inquire  into  the  final  account  of  an  executor  and  to  hear 
evidence  to  falsify  and  surcharge  the  account  for  fraud*  Thus,  where 
fraud  has  been  practiced  by  an  administrator  in  the  settlement  of 
his  account,  a  court  of  equity  will  set  aside  the  settlement  and  direct 
a  new  one  in  the  probate  court,'  and  a  misrepresentation  by  the 
accountant  of  the  facts  involved  in  reference  to  matters  in  the  account 
may  be  sufficient  to  establish  a  case  of  fraud  warranting  equitable 
relief.'"  So  also  it  has  been  held  that  where  a  probate  judge,  on 
being  informed  by  persons  interested  in  an  administrator's  account 
that  they  desired  to  contest  it,  replied  that  when  it  was  filed  he  would 

erally.  Appeal  and  Esbob,  yol  2,  p.  34  So.  905,  96  A.  S.  R.  26. 

30  et  seq.  7.  Gibson  v.  Green,  89  Va.  524,  16 

2.  Casey  v.  Brabee,  111  Minn.  43,  S.  E.  661,  37  A.  S.  R.  888. 

126  N.  W.  401,  137  A.  S.  R.  531.   See  8.  Brackenridge     v.     Holland,  2 

generally,  Appeal  and  Ebhob,  vol.  2,  Blackf.  (Ind.)  377,  20  Am.  Dee.  133; 

p.  52  et  seq.  Lucich  v.  Medin,  3  Nev,  93,  93  Am. 

3.  Stilphen'a  Appeal,  100  Me.  146,  Dee.  376;  Froebrieh  v.  Lane,  45  Ore. 
60  Atl.  888,  4  Ann.  Cas.  158.  13,  76  Pae.  351,  lOG  A.  S.  R.  634  and 

4.  Taylor  v.  Crook,  136  Ala.  354,  note;  EIrod  v.  Lancaster,  2  Head. 
34  So.  905,  96  A,  S.  R.  26;  Leach  (Tenn.)  571,  75  Aan.  Dec.  749;  Taylor 
v.  Cowan,  125  Tenn.  182,  140  S.  W.  v.  Taylor,  66  W.  Va.  238,  66  S.  E. 
1070,  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  188.  See  690,  19  Ann.  Cas.  414.  See  also 
Equity,  vol.  10,  p.  567  et  seq.  Equity,  vol.  10,  p.  355. 

6.  Froebrieh  v.  Lane,  45  Ore.  13,  9.  Green  v.  Creighton,  10  Smedes  & 

76  Pae.  351,  106  A.  S.  R.  634.    See  M.  (Miss.)  159,  48  Am.  Dee.  742. 

EQun-T,  vol.  10,  p.  395  et  seq.  10.  Mock  v.  Steele,  34  Ala.  198,  73 

6.  Taylor  t.  Crook,  136  Ala.  354,  Am.  Dec.  456. 
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approve  it  if  fair  on  its  face  and  that  they  could  then  appeal^  a 
determination  was  shown  on  his  part  to  approve  it,  whether  right  or 
wrong  in  fact,  which,  when  followed  by  his  approval  of  the  account 
after  filing,  without  giving  any  opportunity  to  contest  it,  constituted 
a  fraudulent  and  collusive  arrangement  between  him  and  the  adminis- 
trator, entitling  the  persons  interested  to  relief  in  equity.'^  But  a 
settlement  cannot  be  'impeached  in  a  separate  suit  by  parties  having 
notice  of  the  proceeding  because  of  fraud  in  an  item  which  was  a 
matter  of  consideration  by  the  probate  court.^'  Nor  can  a  Bnal  decree 
be  opened  except  on  allegation  and  proof  of  fraud  or  other  ground 
for  equitable  interference,  and  the  bill  must  state  the  specific  ground 
upon  which  relief  is  sought.'*  Mistake  may  constitute  such  a  ground, 
and  by  proceeding  in  equity  relief  may  be  granted  against  a  palpable 
mistake  appearing  on  the  face  of  the  account  after  final  settlement 
and  allowance.  In  correcting  an  obvious  mistake  upon  the  face  of 
the  account  as  settled,  a  court  of  equity  does  not  attempt  to  review 
the  judgment  of  the  orphans'  court.**  As  a  general  rule  a  court  of 
equity  will  not  disturb  a  settlement  except  when  fraud  or  mistake  is 
clearly  established.'^  Thus,  failure  of  executors  to  list  in  their  account 
shares  of  corporate  stock  will  not  sustain  a  suit  to  open  the  judgment 
approving  their  account,  where  they  claimed  that  the  failure  was 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  shares  were  of  no  value  and  there  is  nothing 
to  show  that  any  substantial  right  of  the  objectors  has  been  sacrificed 
by  the  omission.'*  This  proceeding  in  equity  cannot  be  utilized  for 
the  correction  of  errors  and  irregularities,  and  where  the  party  has 
had  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  in  the  original  proceeding  and  to 
have  the  matters  revised  on  appeal,  but  has  neglected  to  avail  himself 
thereof,  he  is  not  entitled  to  ledress  in  the  equitable  forum.'^  Dili- 
gence is  also  required  in  all  such  cases,  and  statutes  may  fix  a  time 
limit  after  the  expiration  of  which  no  proceeding  may  be  brought 
to  impeach  a  final  decree  even  on  the  ground  of  fraud.  ^ 

Vni.  Payment  07  Debts,  Legacies,  and  Ezpsnsss  op 
Administration 

Presentation  and  Allowance  of  Claims 

209.  Duty  to  Fay  Debts. — ^It  is  the  duty  of  an  executor  or  adminia- 
trator  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  decedent  to  the  extent  of  the  assets,** 

11.  Baldwin  v.  Davidson,  139  Mo.  115  N.  W.  880,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  340. 
118,  40  S.  W.  765,  61  A.  S.  R.  460.     16.  Bradbury  v  Wells,  138  la.  673, 

12.  Bradbury  v.  Wells,  138  la.  673,  115  N.  W.  880,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  240. 
115  N.  W.  880,  16  I4.R.A.(N.S.)  240.      17.  Frocbrich  v.  Lane,  45  Ore.  13, 

13.  Morrel  v.  Mnrrel,  2  Strob.  Eq.  76  Pac.  351,  106  A.  S.  R.  634. 

<8.  C.)  148,  49  Am.  Dec.  664.  18.  Henry  v.  Doyle,  82  Ohio  St.  113, 

14.  Black  V.  WhitaU,  0  N.  J.  Bq.  91  N.  E.  990,  137  A.  S.  R.  769. 
672,  59  Am.  Dec  423.  19.  Booth  v.  Stair,  5  Day  (Conn.) 

15.  Bradbury  t.  Wells,  138  la.  673,  275,  6  Am.  Dec.  149:  Pitkin  Pitkin, 
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whether  such  debts  are  secured  by  mortgages  or  other  securities  or 
not  secured  at  all."  And,  having  notice  of  a  debt  he  is  not  justified 
in  distributing  the  assets  of  the  estate,  without  regard  to  such  debt, 
merely  because  no  demand  is  made  for  its  payment.^  Where  he  pays 
legacies  while  there  are  debts  yet  unpaid,  retaining  in  his  possession 
assets  sufficient  in  his  judgment  to  pay  the  debts,  if  this  property 
proves  insufficient,  he  may  be  personally  liable  for  the  deficiency.* 
This  duty  to  apply  the  assets  in  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the 
deceased  is  obligatory  without  regard  to  the  testator's  having,  by  the 
will,  directed  that  a  portion  should  be  applied  to  other  purposes.*  An 
executor  is  not  bound  to  comply  with  such  a  desire  in  a  will,  since  he 
may  be  compelled  to  pay  the  debts  sooner  than  they  can  be  paid 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  will.*  He  must  pay  the  debts  of  the 
estate  before  he  turns  over  to  the  legatees  their  share  of  the  property.* 
It  is  a  general  principle  of  law  that  where  the  obligation  of  paying 
money  and  the  duty  of  receiving  it  unite  in  the  same  person,  no  suit 
can  be  brought  in  the  event  of  an  omission  to  pay.  Accordingly  the 
courts  hold  that  where  an  executor  is  appointed  guardian  of  heirs  to 
whom  a  debt  from  the  estate  is  due,  the  latter  cannot  maintain  a  suit 
to  compel  the  executor  to  pay  it  over,  but  that  as  no  suit  can  be 
brought  the  money  is  transferred  from  one  character  to  the  other 
the  instant  it  becomes  due  and  payable.' 

210.  What  Are  Debts  aod  Claims. — In  statutes  providing  for  the 
administration  of  the  estates  of  deceased  persons  requiring  a  presen- 
tation of  claims  against  the  estate,  the  word  "claims"  is  generally 
construed  to  mean  debts  or  demands  of  a  pecuniary  nature  which 
could  have  been  enforced  against  the  deceased  in  his  lifetime'  and 
could  have  been  reduced  to  simple  money  judgment,  and  does  not, 

7  Conn.  307,  18  Am.  Dee.  Ill;  Crist  2.  Mcintosh  v.  Hambleton,  35  Ga. 
V.  Crist,  1  Ind.  570,  50  Am.  Dee.  481;  94,  89  Am.  Dec.  276.  See  infra,  par. 
Cannon  v.  Cooper,  39  Miss.  784,  80  286,  as  to  the  right  to  require  l^atees 
Am.  Dec.  101;  Butterfield  v.  Harts-  to  refund. 

horn,  7  N.  H.  345,  26  Am.  Dec.  741;  3.  Crist  t.  Crist  1  Ind.  670,  60  Am. 

Re  Crawford,  113  N.  Y.  560.  21  N.  E.  Dec.  481. 

692,  6  L.R.A.  71;  Gray  v.  Hawkins,  4.  Andrew  v.  Wrigley,  4  Bro.  C  C 

8  Ohio  St.  449,  72  Am.  Dec.  600;  124,  2  Eng.  Rul.  Caa.  137. 

In  re  Rownson,  29  Ch.  D.  358,  54  L.  6.  Mcintosh  v.  Hambleton,  35  Oa. 

J.  Ch.  950,  52  L.  T.  N.  8.  825,  33  94,  89  Am.  Dec.  276;  Tichnor  v.  Har- 

W.  R.  604,  9  Eng.  Rul.  Caa.  342.  ria,  14  N.  H.  372,  40  Am.  Dec.  180. 

20.  Crippen  v.  Cbappel,  35  Ran.  6.  State  v.  Hearst,  12  Mo.  365,  61 

495,  11  Pac.  453,  57  Am.  Rep.  187;  Am.  Dec.  167. 

Ticknor  v.  Harris,  14  N.  H.  272,  40  7.  Brown  v.  Quinton,  80  Kan,  44, 

Am.  Dec.  186.    See  infra,  par.  231,  102  Pac.  242,  18  Add,  Caa.  290,  26 

as  to  lien  claims.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  71;  Knntsen  t.  Krook^ 

1.  Muskingum  Bank  v.  Carpenter,  111  Minn.  362,  127  N.  W.  11,  20 

7  Ohio  pt.  1,  21,  28  Am.  Dee.  616,  over-  Aon.  Cas.  852;  Fiah      De  Laray,  8 

ruled  on  another  point  by  White  t.  8.  D.  320,  66  N.  W.  46fi,  69  A.  fi.  B. 

Denmao,  1  Ohio  St.  111.  764. 
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it  has  been  held,  include  mortgage  liens.*  Frequently,  however,  the 
statutes  use  the  terms  "debts"  or  "demands."  In  such  cases  it  haa 
been  decided  that  the  word  "debts"  is  not  limited  to  claims  which 
are  strictly  legal  debts  but  includes  all  claims  of  creditors  which  could 
be  enforced  in  law  or  equity.'  Under  a  statute  employing  the  terras 
"claims"  and  "demands,"  it  has  been  said  that  every  claim  arising 
out  of  gain  or  acquisition  of  the  estate,  through  another's  labor  or 
property,  or  founded  on  a  contract  imposing  a  duty  on  the  decea'ied 
obligor,  which  his  representative  is  bound  to  perform  and  upon  which 
he  is  liable,  may  be  proved  against  the  estate.***  But  it  has  been  held 
that  a  claim  for  a  trust  fund  included  in  the  assets  of  a  decedent's 
estate,  as  to  which  the  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  never  existed 
between  the  parties,  was  not  a  "debt"  or  "demand,"  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  statutes  relating  to  the  order  of  payment  of  demands  against 
such  an  estate.^^  ^or  can  persons  claiming  adversely  to  the  decedent 
present  their  claims  and  have  property  in  the  hands  of  the  adminis- 
trator  turned  over  to  tliem,  on  the  ground  that  it  belonged  to  them 
and  not  to  decedent.**  It  has  also  been  held  that  a  bond  given  to 
indemnify  a  surety  on  a  guardian's  bond  and  to  save  him  harmless 
therefrom  cannot  be  allowed  against  the  estate  of  the  deceased  obligor 
without  a  showing  as  to  how  the  surety  has  been  damnified." 

211,  Notice  to  Present  Claims. — In  many  jurisdictions  it  is  the 
duty  of  every  executor  or  administrator  immediately  after  his  appoint- 
ment, to  give  published  notice  to  the  creditors  of  the  decedent,  requir- 
ing all  persons  having  claims  against  the  estate  to  present  them  for 
allowance.'*  And  though  be  is  authorized  in  terms  to  "require"  the 
presentation  of  such  claims,  the  purpose  of  such  a  provision  is  that 
the  creditors  may  have  an  opportunity  to  present  their  claims,  subject 
to  the  statutory  consequences  of  failure  to  do  so;  wherefore  it  has  been 
held  that  a  notice  "requesting'*  the  presentation  of  claims  is  equivalent 
to  a  "requirement"  thereof.*'  According  to  the  provision  of  the 
particular  statute,  nonpresentation  within  a  certain  time  after  notice 
may  bar  the  claim  entirely,*'  or,  as  under  the  English  statutes,  may 
preclude  the  creditor  merely  from  recourse  against  the  personal  repre- 
sentative, his  remedy  against  the  beneficiaries  of  the  estate  being 

8.  Fallon  v.  Butlei,  21  CaL  24,  81  property  on  the  gronnd  that  it  did 
Am.  Dee.  140.  cot  belong  to  decedent. 

9.  Snvder  v.  State,  6  Wyo.  318,  40  13.  Jones  v.  Cooper,  2  Aikens  (Vt) 
Pac.  441,  03  A.  S.  R.  60.  54,  16  Am.  Dec.  678. 

10.  Jones  V.  Cooper,  2  Aikens  (Vt.)  14.  Franklin  v,  Trickey,  9  Ariz.  282, 
64,  16  Am.  Dec.  678.  80  Pac.  352,  11  Ann.  Cas.  1105;  Re 

11.  Central  City  First  Nat.  Bank  Higgins,  15  Mont.  474,  38  Pac  606, 
T.  Huramel,  14  Colo.  259,  23  N.  E.  986,  28  L.R.A.  116. 

20  A.  S.  R.  257,  8  L.R.A.  788.  16.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  1239. 

12.  Rowland's  Estate,  74  Cal.  623,  16.  Clayton  v.  Dinwoodey,  33  Utah 
16  Pac.  315,  6  A.  S.  R.  464.  See  in-  251,  93  Pac.  723,  14  Ann.  Cas.  926L 
tra,  par.  323,  as  to  actions  to  recover  See  also  infra,  par.  212. 
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saved,^'  or  may  exclude  him  merely  from  participation  in  the  benefit 
of  any  previous  order  for  an  accounting,  so  that  he  will  still  be 
entitled  to  a  proportionate  share  of  the  undistributed  assets.**  The 
effect  of  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the  executor  or  administrator  to  pub- 
lish the  statutory  notice  to  creditors  may  be  to  afford  additional  time 
for  the  presentation  of  claims.  This  seems  to  be  the  case  where  the 
statute  in  direct  terms  allows  a  designated  period  for  presentation  of 
claims  after  the  publication  of  the  notice.**  Accordingly,  it  has  been 
held  that  a  statute  of  limitations  requiring  claims  against  an  estate 
to  be  filed  within  a  specified  time  begins  to  run  from  the  giving  of 
notice  by  the  executor,  and  that  where  no  proof  is  offered  that  such 
notice  was  given  it  cannot  be  presumed  that  a  claim  is  barred.*®  But 
it  has  been  held  that  an  executor  or  administrator  is  not  prevented 
from  pleading  the  statute  of  limitations  by  omissiou  to  give  a  notice  of 
having  taken  out  letters.* 

212.  Presentation  of  Claims. — Tn  many  states  there  are  laws  pro- 
viding that  all  claims  against  a  decedent's  estate  must  be  pr^ented  to 
or  demand  for  payment  must  be  made  of  the  personal  representative 
under  penalty  of  the  claims  being  barred.  These  statutes  are  of  two 
classes,  one  requiring  demand  before  suit  and  the  other  mere  presen- 
tation in  order  to  prevent  being  barred  by  nonclaim.  In  statutes  of 
the  latter  class  a  formal  presentation  is  not  required,  but  it  is  suffi- 
cient if  it  is  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  personal  represen- 
tative, by  some  act  of  the  claimant  or  in  his  behalf,  that  the  claim 
is  held  against  the  state.  So,  where  the  same  person  is  claimant  and 
personal  representative  the  requirement  of  a  presentation  under  this 
class  of  statutes  is  deemed  unnecessary.*  And  the  institution  of  & 
suit  against  an  executor  or  administrator  is  generally  considered  a 
sufficient  presentation  of  the  claim  of  the  plaintiff  to  take  it  out  of 
a  statute  of  nonclaim  of  this  character,  especially  where  a  copy  of  a 
verified  complaint  containing  substantially  all  the  averments  required 
in  a  regularly  presented  claim  is  served.*  Nevertheless,  where  no 
presentation  of  the  claim  is  made  within  the  time  allowed  by  law  the 
claim  is  very  generally  held  to  be  barred.  The  sweeping  character 
of  such  statutory  requirements  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  courts 
in  some  states  have  applied  its  limitations  to  debts  secured  by  mortgage, 

17.  Note:  2  Eng.  Rnt.  Cas.  171.     par.  234  et  eeq.,  as  to  statnte  of  Hm- 

18.  Note:  2  Eng.  Bui.  Cas.  250  et  itations. 

aeq.  2.  Brown  t.  Brown,  56  Conn.  2^, 

19.  Re  Hig^ns,  15  Mont  474,  39  14  Atl.  718,  7  A.  8.  R.  307.  See  in- 
Pae.  506,  28  L.RA.  116.  fra,  par.  319,  as  to  nee^ity  of  de- 

20.  Gaston  v.  Somerrillet  111  la.  mand  before  suit. 

164,  82  N.  W.  475,  82  A.  8.  R.  3.  Clayton  t.  Dinwoodey,  33  VtA 
502.  261,  93  Pae.  723,  14  Ana.  Caa.  92t 

1.  Note:  8  LJELA.  651.   Sea  infra,  and  note. 
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and  have  held  that  if  not  presented  within  the  time  prescribed  by 
the  statute  the  debt  and  mortgage  is  iMirred  not  only  as  against  the 
administrator  or  executor  but  also  as  against  the  heirs  and  creditors 
of  the  estate.*  In  like  manner  the  courts  have  held  that  if  an  aetioa 
is  pending  against  the, decedent  at  the  time  of  his  death,  the  claim 
upon  which  the  action  is  brought  must  nevertheless  be  presented  for 
allowance  in  the  same  manner  as  other  claims,  and  no  recovery  can 
be  had  in  the  action  unless  proof  is  made  of  the  required  presentation.*^ 
It  does  not  follow,  however,  that  the  claim  is  absolutely  extinguished 
merely  because  it  cannot  be  enforced,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
against  the  estate.  If  its  payment  is  not  sought  out  of  the  assets, 
generally  it  need  not  be  presented.*  And  the  more  general  rule 
seems  to  save  lien  claims,  on  the  theory  that  the  executor  or  adminis- 
trator is  charged  with  notice  of  their  existence,'  while  contingent 
claims  may  or  may  not  be  required  to  be  presented  prior  to  the 
happening  of  the  contingency,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
particular  statute.*  It  is  sometimes  provided  by  statute  that  any 
creditor  whose  debt  or  claim  against  the  estate  js  not  due  may  present 
the  same  for  allowance  and  settlement,  and  under  such  a  statute  if 
an  indorser  of  a  note  is  deemed  absolutely  liable  the  payee  may  pre- 
sent the  note  for  allowance  out  of  his  estate  prior  to  its  maturity.* 
The  question  of  laches  is  determined  on  general  equitable  consider- 
ations.** 

213.  What  Claims  Must  Be  Presented. — As- a  rule  statutes  fixing 
the  time  within  which  claims  against  a  decedent's  estate  must  be  pre- 
sented  to  the  executor  or  administrator  apply  to  all  claims,  whether 
accruing  before  or  after  the  death  of  the  decedent.  Such  statutes  have 
been  construed  to  cover  the  claim  of  a  physician  for  services  rendered 
Hie  decedent  in  his  last  illness.'^  And  though  a  claim  for  unpaid 
taxes  on  property  owned  by  a  decedent  at  the  time  of  his  death  and 
passing  to  his  executor  or  administrator  need  not  be  presented,  a  claim 
arising  from  the  breach  of  the  decedent's  warranty  against  incum- 
brances on  property  conveyed  in  his  lifetime  must  be  presented  to 
his  executor  or  administrator  within  the  time  required  by  statute.** 
But  the  statutes  are  usually  limited  in  their  scope  to  claims  which 
are  payable  out  of  the  assets  available  for  the  payment  of  debts,  specific 
liens  being  unaffected  by  failure  to  present  the  claim,  not  only  where  ' 

4.  Dnty  v.  Oraham,  12  Tex.  427,  13  N.  E.  651,  3  A.  S.  R.  496. 

02  Am.  Dec.  534.  10.  Nashua  Sav.  Bank  v.  Abbott, 

5.  Rock  Springs  First  Nat.  Bank  v.  181  Mass.  531,  63  N.  B.  1058,  92  A. 
Ludvigsen,  8  Wyo.  230,  56  Pac.  994,  S.  R.  430.  See  Equtpt,  voL  10,  p.  377 
o7  Pac.  934,  80  A.  8.  R.  928.  et  seq. 

6.  See  infra,  par.  213.  11.  Hildebrand  v.  Kinney,  172  Ind. 

7.  See  infra,  par.  231.  447,  87  N.  E.  832,  19  Ann.  Cas.  788. 

8.  See  infra,  par.  229.  12.  Clayton  v.  Dinwoodey,  33  Utah 

9.  Dunnigan  v.  Stevens,  122  lU.  396,  251,  93  Pae.  723,  14  Ann.  Gas.  9261 

E.  C.  L.  VoL  XI.— 13.  193 
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the  lien  is  on  the  property  of  a  surety,''  but  even  where  the  prop- 
erty of  the  decedent  is  involved.'*  Nor,  generally,  is  it  nece.«sory  to 
present  a  claim  to  specific  trust  funds  which  are  capable  of  identifica- 
tion.'* It  has  even  been  held  that  a  suit  to  trace  a  trust  from  land 
to  money  through  an  estate  in  process  of  administration  is  not  a  suit 
upon  a  claim  required  to  be  presented  to  the  administrator  for  allow- 
ance." But  when  a  trustee  during  his  lifetime  mingled  money  of 
the  cestui  que  trust  with  his  own,  and  after  his  death  neither  the 
trust  money  nor  property  jnto  which  it  was  converted  can  be  identified 
in  the  hands  of  the  executor  or  administrator,  the  claim  of  the  cestui 
que  trust  is  one  which  must  be  presented  to  the  personal  representative 
for  allowance." 

214.  Form  of  Presentation. — The  presentation  of  a  claim  need  not 
be  in  any  particular  form,  but  only  so  as  to  give  notice  of  its  char- 
acter and  amount  and  enable  the  executor  to  provide  for  its  payment.'^ 
The  facts  on  which  the  claim  is  founded  may  be  stated  in  general 
terms;  and  while  they  should  be  set  out  clearly,  distinctly,  and  con- 
cisely, they  need  not  be  recited  with  the  precision  and  particularity 
of  a  complaint.  The  law  does  not  contemplate  that  the  technical 
rules  of  pleading  shall  be  observed  in  stating  claims  against  estates 
of  decedents.'*  But  the  presentation  should  disclose  a  prima  facie 
right  to  recover,*®  and  should  have  a  tangible  form  and  substance 
such  as  will  enable  the  executor  or  administrator  to  act  intelligently. 
It  has  been  held  that' a  mere  verbal  statement  does  not  satisfy  these 
requirements.'  So,  also,  all  ofFseta  and  credits  should  be  stated.*  And 
if  the  claim  is  founded  on  a  written  instrument,  a  copy  thereof 
should  accompany  the  claim.'  But  it  has  been  held  that  the  descrip- 
tion of  a  note  as  signed  by  the  deceased  individually  when  it  was 
signed  with  his  name  "  &  Co."  did  not  make  the  presentation  invalid.* 
And  it  is  sufficient  to  file  a  note  executed  by  a  deceased  person  as  a 
claim  against  his  estate,  without  any  formal  complaint.*  So,  under 

13.  BuH  T.  Coe,  77  Cat.  64, 18  Pae.  1.  Note:  130  A.  8.  R.  313  et  seq 
808,  11  A.  S.  R.  235.  S.  Aiosworth  v.  California  Bank, 

14.  See  infra,  par.  231.  119  Cal.  470,  51  Pac.  952,  63  A. 
16.  Franklin  v.  Trickey,  9  Ariz.  282,  S.  R.  135,  39  L.R.A.  686. 

80  Pac.  352,  11  Ann.  Cas.  1105.  S.  McCuUoch  v.  Smith,  24  Ind.  App. 

16.  Vandever  v.  Fi«eman,  20  Tex.  536,  67  N.  E.  143,  79  A.  S.  R.  281; 
333.  70  Am.  Dee.  391.  Clayton  v.  Dinwoodey,  33  Utah  251, 

17.  Lathrop  v.  Hampton,  31  Cal.  17,  93  Pac.  723,  14  Ann.  Cas.  926. 
89  Am.  Dee.  14L  Note:  130  A.  S.  R.  317. 

18.  Henderson  v.  Illsley,  11  Smedea  4.  Sears  v.  Howe,  80  Conn.  414,  68 
&  M.  (Miss.)  9,  49  Am.  Dee.  41.  Atl.  983,  12  Ann.  Cas.  809. 

19.  Note:  130  A.  S.  R.  311  et  seq.  6.  Price  v.  Jones,  105  Ind.  543,  5 

20.  Parrett  v.  Palmer,  8  Ind.  App.  N.  E.  683,  56  Am.  Rep.  230;  Oarrigus 
356,  35  N.  E.  713,  52  A.  S.  R.  479  j  v.  Home  Frontier,  etc,  Missionary 
McCalloch  T.  Smith,  24  Ind.  App.  536,  Soc,  3  Ind.  App.  91,  28  N.  £.  1009, 
67  N.  E.  143,  79  A.  S.  R.  281.  60  A.  S.  B.  262. 

194 


Digitized  by  Google 


n  K.  C.  L.       EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTRATORS        H  21B,  216 


the  pnrticular  statute,  in  presenting  a  mortgage  to  an  administrator 
for  allowance  it  may  be  sufficient  to  describe  it  by  reference  to  the 
date,  volume,  and  page  of  its  record.*  Where  no  objection  is  made 
by  the  executor  or  administrator  against  the  sufficiency  of  the  form . 
iu  which  a  claim  is  stated  he  may  be  deemed  to  have  waived  the 
insufficiency.  If  he  relies  on  defects  in  form  in  refusing  to  allow  a 
claim,  he  should  make  known  his  objection  seasonably.' 

215.  Affidavits  to  Claims. — The  statutes  generally  provide  that  a 
claim  which  is  due  when  presented  to  the  executor  or  administrator 
must  be  supported  by  an  affidavit  of  the  claimant  or  some  one  on  his 
behalf  that  the  amount  is  justly  due,  that  no  payments  have  been 
made  thereon  which  are  not  credited,  and  that  there  are  no  offsets 
to  the  same.^  It  is  sometimes  required  that  the  affidavit  mu!>t  also 
state  that  no  security  or  satisfaction  has  been  received  for  the  debt  or 
claim.  And  it  seems  that  the  statute  may  properly  require  the  cred- 
itor's own  affidavit  to  his  claim.'  It  has  been  held,  however,  that  an 
act  requiring  a  claimant  against  a  deceased  person's  estate  to  make 
oath  in  open  court  that  the  claim  is  justly  due  is  unconstitutional, 
as  discriminating  against  nonresident  claimants  who  would  thereby 
be  required  to  travel  to  the  place  where  the  court  sat.*®  And,  further- 
more, the  requirement  of  the  affidavit  seems  generally  to  be  regarded 
aa  directory,  so  that  failure  to  observe  this  formality  affects  neither 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  nor  the  plaintiff's  right  of  action. So, 
while  it  seems  that  a  claim  not  verified  in  the  statutory  form  should 
be  rejected,"  it  has  been  held  that  the  objection  must  be  specific, 
otherwise  the  rejection  of  the  claim  will  not  be  sustained.'* 

216.  Proof  of  Claims. — Claims  against  decedents'  estates,  like 
other  claims  in  courts  of  law,  must  usually  be  proved  by  competent  evi- 
dence.'* Such  evidence  may  consist  of  testimony  as  to  admissions 
made  to  third  persons  by  the  decedent  in  his  lifetime.**  And  in  cases 
not  within  the  statute  of  frauds  **  parol  evidence  may  be  adequate 
to  sustain  a  claim.'^   A  due  bill  signed  by  a  decedent  and  found 

6.  Moore  v.  Russell,  133  Cal.  297,  117  N.  W.  264,  130  A.  8.  R,  301. 
65  Pac.  624,  85  A.  S.  R.  166.  12.  McWborter  v.  Donald,  39  Mifls. 

7.  Note:  130  A.  S.  R.  314.  779,  80  Am.  Dec.  97. 

8.  Fallon  v.  Butler,  21  Cal.  24,  SI  13.  Shelton  v.  Berry,  19  Tex.  154, 
Am.  Dee.  140;  AiDSWorth  v.  California  70  Am.  Deo.  326  and  note. 

Bank,  119  Cal.  470,  51  Pac.  952,  63  14.  Brown  v.  Cresap,  61  W.  Va. 
A.  S.  R.  135,  39  L.R.A.  686;  Clayton  315,  56  S.  E.  603,  9  L.R.A.(N.S.)  997. 
V.  Dinwoodey,  33  Utah  251,  93  Pac.  15.  Sehell  v.  Weaver,  225  UL  159, 
723,  14  Ann.  Cas.  926.  80  N.  E.  95,  8  Ann.  Caa.  339.  See 

Note:  130  A.  S.  R.  315.  Witngsses,  as  to  testimony  coneem- 

9.  McWhorter  v.  Donald,  39  Miss,  ing  transactions  with  decedents. 
779,  80  Am.  Dec.  97.  16.  See  infra,  par.  217. 

10.  Riggs  V.  Martin,  6  Ark.  506,  41  17.  Scbell  r.  Weaver,  225  HI  159, 
Am.  Dec.  103.  SO  N.  E.  95,  8  Ann.  Cas.  339. 

11.  Wise  V.  Oottiim,  139  la.  192, 
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among  his  private  papers  after  hia  death  may  not  alone  be  sufficient 
evidence  of  a  debt,  but  it  may  be  so  when  coupled  with  coniidential 
oral  and  written  instructions  to  his  executor  to  pay  the  same.**  Not 
infrequently  statutes  require  for  the  proof  of  claims  against  a  dece- 
dent's estate  satisfactory  evidence  other  than  the  testimony  of  the 
claimant  himself."  It  is  sometimes  provided  that  when  a  claim  is 
presented  against  an  estate  for  allowance,  if  the  executor,  adminis- 
trator, widow,  heirs,  or  others  interested  in  the  estate  do  not  object, 
the  claimant  may  be  permitted  to  swear  to  his  claim,  but  that  if 
objection  is  made  thereto  the  claim  cannot  be  allowed  without  other 
sufficient  evidence."  Nor,  it  has  been  held,  will  an  assignee  of  an 
open  account  be  allowed  to  pay  it  and  then  make  a  new  account  for 
money  paid  and  by  his  own  oath  probate  the  same  under  a  statute 
requiring  probate  by  the  claimant's  oath.*  The  mere  silence  of  an 
administrator  or  failure  to  object  when  a  claim  against  the  intestate 
is  presented  to  him,  is  not  sufBcient  to  authorize  the  inference  that 
he  acquiesces  in  its  correctness  so  as  to  relieve  the  claimant  from 
establishing  it  in  the  usual  way.* 

217.  Statute  of  Frauds. — Under  the  general  application  of  the  stat- 
ute of  frauds,  a  claim  which  would  have  been  barred  as  against  the 
decedent  is  barred  as  against  his  estate,  and,  conversely,  a  quantum 
meruit  which  would  have  been  good  against  him  is  good  against  his 
estate.'  But  the  statute  usually  contains  a  clause  more  directly  affect- 
ing claims  against  decedents,  viz.,  that  no  action  at  law  or  in  equity 
shall  be  brought  on  a  special  promise  of  an  executor  or  administrator 
to  answer  out  of  his  own  estate  unless  the  same  is  in  writing,  the 
special  promise  referred  to  being  any  actual  promise  made  by  an 
executor  or  administrator,  as  distinguished  from  promises  implied  by 
law.  The  statute  is  intended  to  prevent  executors  or  admiuistratbrs 
from  being  fraudulently  held  for  the  debts  or  liabilities  of  the  estates 
which  they  were  called  to  administer.*  So,  where  an  agreement  to 
pay  a  debt  is  by  parol  it  cannot  operate  to  bind  the  executor  to  pay 
the  debt  out  of  his  own  property,  though  it  may  bind  the  decedent's 
estate  where  there  are  sufficient  assets.^  It  appears  to  be  the  rule 
that  a  promise  to  be  within  the  statute  must  in  a  sense  be  collatercLl, 
to  become  bound  for  something  already  due  from  or  claimed  against 

18.  O'NeiU  V.  O'Neill,  18  S.  C.  360,     2.  Note:  29  L.R.A.(N.S.)  340. 


19.  Waite  v.  Grubbe,  43  Ore.  406,  Atl.  15,  38  A.  S.  R.  379.    See  gen- 


20.  McGarvey  v.  Damall,  135  111.  4.  Bellows  v.  Sowles,  67  Vt  16^ 

367,  25  N.  E.  1005,  10  LJLA.  861.  52  Am.  Rep.  118. 

1.  MeWhorter  v.  Donald,  39  Miss.  5.  Crews  v.  Williams,  2  Bibb  (Ey.) 

779,  80  Am.  Dec.  97.  See  supra,  par.  262,  4  Am.  Dee.  701. 


44  Am.  Rep.  579. 


3.  Grant  v.  Grant,  63  Conn.  530,  29 


73  Pac.  206,  99  A.  S.  R.  764. 


erally,  Statute  ov  Frauds. 


216,  as  to  affidavits  to  elaims. 


Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  396. 
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the  decedent's  estate Where  there  is  not  merely  a  new  and  distinct 
consideration  for  the  contract,  but  the  contract  ia  different  and  dis- 
connected from  any*  undertaking  of  the  decedent,  the  promise  will 
not  be  within  the  statute.'  On  the  ground  that  an  administrator  is 
personally  liable  on  a  contract  mode  by  him  for  services  to  be  ren- 
dered, even  though  they  are  for  the  benefit  of  the  estate,  it  has  been 
held  that  such  a  contract  is  in  effect  an  original  undertaking  and  is 
not  within  the  statute  of  frauds.' 

218.  Effect  of  Testamentary  Recognition  of  Claim. — While  ordina- 
rily a  claim  against  a  decedent's  estate  must  be  duly  presented,  proved, 
and  allowed  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law,*  where  by  a  will  a  claim 
is  expressly  recognized  as  fL  debt  and  a  charge  against  the  estate,  it  is 
unnecessary  to  prove  it,  because  an  express  trust  to  pay  it  is  saddled 
upon  the  executor;^®  and  except  in  this  manner  a  debt  may  be 
incapable  of  proof.  The  will  may  in  effect  operate  as  furnishing  the 
evidence  of  an  indebtedness  incurred  during  the  lifetime  of  the 
decedent.'*  Or  a  testator  may,  by  express  terms,  revive  a  debt  barred 
in  his  lifetime  by  the  statute  of  limitations. ^'  But  such  debts  are  not 
revived  by  a  will  creating  a  trust  for  the  payment  of  debts  unless 
they  are  specified  in  the  will."  Nor  will  a  general  clause  in  a  will 
directing  all  just  debts  of  the  testator  to  be  paid  necessarily  give  life 
to  a  debt  otherwise  invalid  as  being  barred  by  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions.** In  some  jurisdictions  a  distinction  is  drawn  between  debts 
already  barred  during  the  lifetime  of  the  testator  and  those  not  already 
barred,  the  rule  being  stated  that  where  a  testator  by  his  will  devises 
real  estate  in  trust  for  the  payment  of  his  debts  this  does  not  revive 
a  debt  which  was  at  the  time  of  his  death  barred  by  the  statute  of 
limitations,  though  a  debt  which  was  not  barred  at  the  time  of  the 
death  is  kept  alive  by  reason  of  the  trust.'*  Where  an  infant  gave 
his  promissory  note  for  a  valuable  consideration,  but  not  for  neces- 
saries, and  after  coming  of  age  made  a  will  and  therein  directed  his 
just  debts  to  be  paid,  it  was  held  that  the  claim  could  not  be  enforced 
against  his  executors.'* 

6.  Brown  v.  Quinton,  86  Kan.  658,  11.  O'Neill  v.  O'Nall,  18  S.  C.  360, 
122  Pae.  116,  Ann.  Gas.  19130  392  44  Am.  Rep.  579. 

and  note.  12.  Note:  2  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  164.  See 

7.  Sanford  v.  Howard,  29  Ala.  684,  also,  infra,  par.  244. 

68  Am.  Dec.  101;  Holderbaugh  v.  Tur-      13.  Note:  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  361. 
pin,  75  Ind.  84,  39  Am.  Rep.  124.      14.  Peek  v.  Botsford,  7  Conn.  172, 

8.  Brown  v.Quinton,  86  Kan.  658,  18  Am.  Dec.  9S;  Martin  v.  Mayo,  10 
122  Pae.  116,  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  392.  Mass.  137,  6  Am.  Dec.  103. 

Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  396.  15.  Burke  v.  Jones,  2  Ves.  &  B.  275, 

9.  Note:  15  Ann.  Cas.  624.  See  13  Rev.  Rep.  83,  2  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  152 
sapra,  par.  212  et  seq.  and  note. 

10.  O'Reilly  v.  MeGuiggaa,  91  Miss.  16.  Smith  t  Mayo^  9  Mass  62,  6 
498,  4*1  So.  986^  Ifi  Ann.  Caa.  623  Am.  Dee.  28. 

and  note. 
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219.  Election  of  Remedies. — ^Mistaken  or  unsuccessful  suits  are 
usually  held  not  to  constitute  an  election  between  remedies,  and  the 
mere  bringing  of  a  suit  or  the  presentation  of  a  claim  against  an  estate, 
without  prosecuting  it  to  final  determination  or  judgment,  will  not 
as  a  rule  be  taken  as  an  election  to  pursue  that  and  no  other  remedy.^' 
Thus,  the  assertion  of  a  claim  to  a  widow's  share  in  a  decedent's  estate, 
which  fails  for  lack  of  proof  of  marriage,  is  not  such  an  election  as 
will  bar  a  claim  for  services  rendered.  In  such  a  case  failure  to 
present  the  claim  on  the  one  ground  within  the  time  required  by  stat- 
ute may  even  be  equitably  excused  by  the  fact  that  the  claim  was 
being  litigated  on  the  other  ground.**  On  the  same  principle  it  has 
been  decided  that  the  presentation  of  a  claim  after  the  time  allowed 
therefor  has  expired,  does  not  show  an  election  to  charge  the  estate 
therewith,  nor  constitute  a  waiver  of  any  tort  committed  by  the  execu- 
tor or  administrator  in  connection  with  such  claim,"  So,  an  unsitc- 
cessful  attempt  to  prove  as  unsecured  a  secured  claim  against  the 
estate  of  a  decedent  does  not,  in  the  absence  of  any  written  waiver, 
extinguish  the  security 

220.  Amendment  of  Claims. — ^When  a  claim  is  presented  for  allow- 
ance and  rejected  for  any  cause  the  question  may  arise  whether  the 
claimant  will  be  permitted  to  amend  and  again  present  such  claim 
as  amended.  It  seems  that  the  usual  rules  of  law  in  regard  to  amend- 
ments of  statements  of  claim  apply  in  such  cases.*  Thus,  where  the 
claim  is  stated  informally  and  so  as  to  be  apparently  barred  by  the 
statute  of  limitations,  a  subsequent  statement  referring  to  the  first, 
setting  forth  the  claim  with  more  formality,  and  alleging  additional 
matter  preventing  the  bar  of  the  statute  of  limitations,  may  be  re- 
garded as  an  amendment  of  the  original  statement,  rather  than  as 
a  new  one,  and  hence  seasonably  filed,  though  the  time  for  pre- 
senting claims  expires  before  the  second  filing*  Furthermore,  as 
a  rule  amendments  of  claims  may  be  allowed  at  any  stage  in  the 
litigation.  It  has  been  held  that  on  an  appeal  from  the  disallowance 
of  a  claim  the  appellate  court  may  allow  amendments  within  the 
scope  of  the  claim  but  not'  one  presenting  an  entirely  new  item  or 
claim.* 

221.  Formal  Allowance  by  Executor  or  Administrator.— At  com- 
mon law,  except  when  suit  was  brought  against  him,  the  administrator 
or  executor  himself,  and  not  the  court,  allowed  or  adjusted  the  debts 

17.  Hunnicutt  t.  Higginbotham,  138  20.  Nashua  Sav.  Bank  v.  Abbott, 
Ala.  472,  35  So.  469,  100  A.  S.  R.  181  Mass.  531,  63  N.  £.  1058,  92  A. 
46.  See  generally,  Election  of  Rem-  S.  R.  430. 

XDIES,  vol.  9,  p.  956  et  seq.  1.  See  Pleadtno. 

18.  Asher  v.  Pegg,  146  la.  541,  123  2.  Wise  v.  Outtrim,  139  la.  192, 117 
N.  W.  739,  30  L.R.A.(N.S.)  890.  N.  W.  264,  130  A.  S.  R.  301. 

19.  Hnnnteutt  v.  Higgiabotham,  138  S.  Taylor  v.  Thiemaa,  132  Wis.  38, 
Ala.  472,  35  So.  469,  100  A.  S.  R.  45.  Ul  N.  W.  229,  122  A.  S.  R.  943. 
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of  the  deceased  with  the  creditors.  He  paid  these  debts  without  any 
order  of  the  court  out  of  the  assets  of  the  estate,  or  paid  them  out  of 
his  own  funds  and  reimbursed  himself  out  of  the  assets.*  And  in 
many  jurisdictions  to-day  the  executor  or  administrator  is  re\]uired 
to  indorse  upon  claims  presented  to  him  bis  formal  allowance  or 
rejection,'  or,  as  the  case  may  be,  his  partial  allowance.*  It  is  not 
necessary  for  the  claimant  to  show  that  there  are  assets  sufficient  to 
pay  bis  claim  before  he  can  obtain  an  allowance,  for  it  is  one  thing 
to  obtain  an.  allowance  and  another  thing  to  obtain  a  direction  for 
the  pajrment  of  the  claim.  Claims  may  be  allowed  without  inquiring 
whether  there  are  assets  sufficient  to  pay  them,  or  whether  they  are 
or  are  not  members  of  a  preferred  class.'  In  the  event  of  rejection  or 
disallowance  of  a  claim,  the  executor  or  administrator  may  be  required 
to  give  clear  and  unequivocal  notice  of  his  action ;  •  and  it  is  some- 
times necessary,  whenever  the  claim  is  thus  formally  rejected,  that 
the  claimant  must  bring  action  in  the  proper  court  against  the 
executor  or  administrator  within  a  designated  time  after  the  date 
of  such  rejection.*  The  giving  of  a  note  by  an  executor  or  adminis- 
trator payable  to  a  third  person,  in  consideration  of  services  to  be 
rendered  the  estate,  does  not  bind  the  estate,  nor  amount  to  an  allow- 
ance of  the  claim. 

222.  Allowance  by  Court. — According  to  the  practice  in  trHous 
jurisdictions  a  claim  against  the  estate  of  a  decedent  must  first  be 
allowed  by  the  probate  court  before  it  can  be  paid,**  or  even  after  the 
executor  or  administrator  has  formally  allowed  or  rejected  a  claim  it 
must  be  presented  to  the  probate  judge  who  must  likewise  allow  or 
reject  it.*'  So,  the  fecial  allowance  by  the  court  may  be  required 
as  to  all  claims  of  an  executor  or  administrator  as  a  i^editor  of  the 
estate.**  As  a  general  rule  the  heirs  of  a  decedent  have  a  right  to 
appear  in  court  and  contest  the  allowance  of  claims  against  the  estate,*^ 
and  may  even  be  allowed  to  institute  proceedings  to  annul  the  approval 
by  the  probate  judge  on  the  ground  that  the  allowance  of  the  claim 

4.  Oermania  Bank  v.  Michaudr  62  228,  101  N.  E.  881,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D 
Minn.  459,  65  N.  W.  70,  64  A.  S.  B.  221. 

653,  30  L.R.A.  286.  9.  Clayton  v.  Dlnwoodey,  33  Utah 

5.  In  re  Higgins,  15  Mont.  474,  39  251.  93  Pae.  723,  14  Ann.  Caa.  926. 
Pac.  606,  28  L.R.A.  116;  Clayton  v.  10.  Price  v.  Melvre,  25  Tex.  769, 
Dinwoodey,  33  Utah  251,  93  Pac.  723,  78  Am.  Dec.  558. 

14  Ann.  Gas.  926;  Rock  Springs  First  11.  Carriger  v.  Whittington,  26  Mo. 

Nat.  Bank  v.  Ludvigsen,  8  Wyo.  230,  311,  72  Am.  Dec.  212. 

56  Pae.  994,  57  Pac.  934,  80  A.  S.  R.  12.  In  re  Higgins,  15  Mont.  474,  39 

928.  Pac.  506,  28  L.R.A.  116. 

6.  Fallon  v.  Butler,  21  Cal.  24,  81  13.  Fallon  v.  Butler,  21  Cal.  24,  81 
Am.  Dec.  140.  Am.  Dec.  140. 

7.  Fickle  v.  Snepp,  97  Ind.  289,  49  14.  McOarvey  v.  Darnall,  134  TO. 
Am.  Rep.  449.  367,  26  N.  E.  1006,  10  LJtA..  861. 

8.  Van  Ness  v.  Eenyon,  208  N.  T. 
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by  the  administrator  was  fraudulent.^'  In  some  instances  creditors 
aUo  have  standing  to  object  to  the  allowance  of  any  claim  which  will 
interfere  with  their  own  interest  in  the  fund  for  distribution,*'  or 
either'the  executor  or  administrator  or  an  heir  or  creditor  is  given 
power  by  proper  petition  to  require  a  rehearing  of  a  claim  any  time 
within  8  designated  period  after  the  claim  has  been  allowed.*'  The 
proper  court  for  the  presentation  and  allowance  of  claims  is  generally 
the  court  of  probate  or  orphans'  court,"  but  it  has  been  held  that 
separate '  items  of  complicated  unsettled  accounts  involving  many 
transactions  between  a  claimant  and  decedent  will  not  be  determined 
or  allowed  by  an  orphans'  court  if  it  has  no  jurisdiction  of  the  other 
unadjusted  items,  but  that  the  whole  matter  should  be  settled  in  some 
proceeding  in  which  all  items  can  be  considered  and  the  final  balance 
ascertained.*'  In  some  states  it  is  the  duty  of  commissioners  of  claims 
to  allow  or  disallow  claims  and  then  to  certify  their  decision  to  the 
probate  court,*"  or  their  decision  may  be  find  on  the  rights  of  the 
parties  unless  vacated  by  appeal.* 

223.  Effect  of  Allowance  as  Quasi  Judgment. — The  allowance  of  a 
creditor's  claim  against  a  decedent's  estate  by  the  probate  court  is,  so 
far  as  the  personal  estate  is  concerned,  binding  on  the  administrator 
and  the  estate.*  In  regard  to  the  real  estate  and  its  liability  for  the 
debts  of  the  decedent,  such  allowance  is  prima  facie  evidence  of  the 
debt  and  of  its  due  presentment  against  the  heirs  or  devisees.*  It 
has  sometimes  been  said  that  the  allowance  of  a  claim  operates  as  a 
judgment,^  or  it  is  deemed  to  be  a  quasi  judgment,  and  can  be  an- 
nulled only  on  a  direct  proceeding  to  set  aside  the  approval  on  proper 
legal  grounds,'  and  is  conclusive  on  collateral  attack.'  But  it  has 
been  held  that  th^  quasi  judgment  is  not  conclusive  against  the  heir, 
and  he  may  go  into  another  court  and  institute  original  proceedings 
to  set  it  aside.'  Indeed,  the  allowance  of  a  claim  can  be  called  a 
judgment  only  in  a  limited  sense.  Kone  of  the  grounds  on  which  one 
judgment  has  been  held  to  be  merged  in  another  apply  to  the  allow- 

16.  Giddings  v.  Steele,  28  Tex.  732,  Pae.  215,  88  A.  S.  R.  239. 
91  Am.  Dee.  336.  3.  Thomas  v.  Williams,  80  Kan.  632, 

16.  In  re  Claghorn,  181  Pa.  St.  600,  103  Pae.  772,  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1304. 
37  Atl.  918,  69  A.  S.  R.  680.  4.  Kennerly  v.  Shepley,  15  Mo.  640, 

17.  Moody  T.  Peyton,  136  Mo.  482,  57  Am.  Dec  219;  Finley  v.  Canthers, 
36  S.  W.  621,  68  A.  S.  B.  604.  '       9  Tex.  517,  60  Am.  Dee.  179. 

18.  Cowles  V.  Whitman,  10  Conn.  5.  Beckett  v.  Selover,  7  Cal.  215,  68 
121,  25  Am.  Dee.  60.  Am.  Dec.  237;  Moore  t.  HillebTant,  14 

19.  Fulton's  Estate,  178  Pa.  St  78,  Tex.  312,  65  Am.  Dec  118  and  note. 
35  Atl.  880,  36  L.R.A.  133.  6.  McCoy  t.  Morrow,  18  lU.  519,  68 

20.  Tyler  v.  Gallop,  68  Mich.  185,  Am.  Dec.  678. 

35  N.  W.  902,  13  A.  S.  R.  336.  Note:  65  Am.  Dec.  125. 

1.  Stanford  v.  Barry,  1  Aikens  7.  Beckett  v.  Selover,  7  CaL  216,  68 
(Vt.)  314,  15  Am.  Dec.  691.  Am.  Dec.  237. 

8.  Black  T.  Elliott,  63  Kan.  211,  65 
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ance  of  a  judgment  as  a  claim  against  an  estate,^  nor  ia  the  lien  of 
the  judgment  thereby  destroyed.  A  decree  of  the  probate  court  in 
favor  of  a  creditor  of  a  decedent's  estate  for  the  payment  of  his  claim 
out  of  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  executor  does  not  amount  to  an  actual 
payment  of  the  claim ;  but  in  case  the  creditor  does  not  receive  pay- 
ment owing  to  the  fact  that  the  executor  becomes  insolvent,  he  may 
come  in  upon  a  second  fund  raised  in  the  same  estate.* 

224.  Submission  of  Claims  to  Arbitration. — In  some  jurisdictions 
the  power  of  an  executor  or  administrator  to  submit  claims  to  arbitra- 
tion is  expressly  conferred  by  statute.'*  And  such  power  is  unques- 
tionable at  common  law.'^  Generally  the  award  made  under  such 
a  submission  was  binding,"  if  fair  and  free  from  fraud,**  and  the 
personal  representative  could  enforce  its  performance  against  the 
other  party.**  The  submission  of  a  matter  to  arbitration  by  an 
executor  was  formerly  regarded  as  an  admission  of  assets;  but  it  is 
not  so  now,  and  is  considered  merely  as  a  mode  of  ascertaining  mat- 
ters on  which  the  parties  cannot  agree.**  So,  the  extent  of  liability 
of  the  personal  representative  in  reference  to  awards  against  the  estate 
seems  to  depend  on  the  form  of  the  submission.  If  the  award  is 
merely  to  be  against  the  estate  the  administrator  may  not  be  held 
liable  beyond  assets  in  his  hands,  but  if  in  the  submission  there  was 
a  stipulation  that  he  should  pay  the  amount  of  the  award  he  may 
become  bound  personally  by  it.**  In  some  jurisdictions  it  has  been 
said  that  if  upon  the  submission  of  a  claim  the  executor  or  adminis- 
trator, by  reason  of  negligence  or  any  serious  error  in  judgment, 
obtains  a  less  sum  than  he  was  clearly  entitled  to  recover  at  law,  be 
may  be  held  to  be  guilty  of  a  devastavit,  and  required  to  make  up  the 
loss  out  of  his  own  estate.*'  Though  in  normal  cases  a  court  will 
with  great  reluctance  interfere  with  the  discretion  of  an  administrator 
in  referring  a  controversy  to  arbitration,  yet  a  court  of  equity  may 
enjoin  an  administrator  from  submitting  a  claim  to  arbitration  with- 

8.  Uorton  t.  Adams,  124  CaL  229,  Steamboat  Ca,  17  R.  I.  376,  22  AtL 
56  Pae.  1038,  71  A.  S.  R.  53.  284,  23  Atl.  102,  33  A.  S.  R.  869, 

9.  Pomeroy»B  Appeal,  127  Pa.  St.  14  L.R.A.  414. 

402,  18  Atl  4,  4  L.RA.  367,  13.  Bailey  v.  DUworth,  10  Smedes 

10.  Bankers'  Surety  Co.  v.  Meyer,  &  M.  (Miss.)  404,  48  Am.  Dec.  760 
205  N.  T.  219,  98  N.  p.  399,  Ann.  and  note. 

Cas.  1913D  1218;  Powers  v.  Douglass,  14.  Cmm      Moore,  14  N.  J.  Eq. 

53  Vt  471,  38  Am.  Rep.  699.  436,  82  Am.  Dee.  262. 

11.  Cmm  T.  Moore,  14  N,  J.  Eq.  16.  Koni^macher  v.  Kimmel,  1  Pen. 
436, 82  Am.  Dec.  262;  Parker  T.Provi-  ft  W.  (Pa.)  207,  21  Am.  Deo.  374. 
denee,  etc..  Steamboat  Co.,  17  R.  I.  16.  Powers  v.  Doiwlasa,  53  Vt.  471, 
376,  22  Atl.  284,  23  Atl.  10^  33  A.  38  Am.  Rep.  699. 

S.  R.  869,  14  L.RA.  414.  17.  Crmn  v.  Moore,  14  N.  J.  Eq. 

Note:  30  Am.  Dec.  632.  436,  82  Am.  Dec.  263;  Parker  v.  Provi- 

See  Arbitbatiok  and  Award,  vol.  dence,  etc.  Steamboat  Co.,  17  R.  I. 

2,  p.  355  et  seq.  376,  22  Atl.  284,  23  Atl.  102,  33  A. 

12.  Parker    v.    Providence,    etc,.  S.  B.  869,  14  LJtJV..  414. 
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out  the  consent  and  against  the  interest  of  the  parties  interested,  where 
the  estate  is  virtually  settled  and  he  occupies  the  attitude  of  a  trustee 
of  a  fund  claimed  by  two  contending  parties.** 

225.  Compromise  of  Claims. — At  common  law  the  executor  and 
administrator,  having  an  absolute  power  of  disposal  over  the  whole 
of  the  personal  effects  of  a  decedent,  bad  authority  to  compromise  or 
accept  any  composition  or  otherwise  settle  any  debt,  claim,  or  thing 
whatsoever  in  regard  thereto."  And  he  still  has  such  powers  in  this 
connection  that  his  compromise  of  a  claim  ' against  the  estate  will 
be  upheld  if  it  is  fair,  beneficial  to  the  estate,  and  free  from  fraud, 
negligence,  or  misconduct.**  The  same  is  true  as  to  claims  belonging 
to  the  estate.  Since  an  executor  or  administrator  has  the  full  legal 
title  to  all  choses  in  action  due  the  estate  of  the  decedent,  he  may,  in 
the  absence  of  fraud  or  collusion,  release,  compromise,  or  discharge 
them  as  fully  as  if  he  were  the  absolute  owner,  being  answerable  only 
for  any  improvidence  in  the  exercise  of  the  powe/.*  So  also  the 
power  of  an  executor  or  administrator  to  compromise  disputed  claims 
applies  to  a  purely  statutory  cause  of  action  for  causing  the  death  of 
the  intestate  to  be  brought  for  the  use  of  his  widow  and  next  of  kin.* 
Even  where  one  third  of  the  distributees  oppose  a  release  or  com- 
promise of  a  claim  by  the  administrators,  the  settlement  in  question 
will  not  be  set  aside  in  the  absence  of  fraud  or  collusion.*  But  as  a 
rule  a  fraudulent  agreement  of  compromise  will  not  be  binding. 
Accordingly,  it  has  been  held  that  a  compromise  agreement  in  an 
action  by  one  who  has  fraudulently  secured  letters  of  administration 
upon  the  estate  of  a  persdn  killed  by  another's  negligence  is  not,  if 
judgment  is  not  entered  before  defendant  receives  notice  of  the  fraud, 
binding  upon  the  estate,  so  as  to  bind  the  true  administrator  appointed 
after  the  fraudulent  administration  has  been  set  aside.*  It  has  been 
held  that  an  executor  has  no  power  without  the  consent  of  the  probate 
court  to  compromise  a  suit  pending  against  the  estate  of  bis  testator,* 
and  also  that  when  an  action  on  a  claim  in  favor  of  an  insolvent 
estate  is  compromised  without  order  of  court  the  administrator  will 

18.  Crnm  v.  Moore,  14  N.  J.  Eq.  Ala.  159,  60  So.  277,  43  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
436,  82  Am.  Deo.  262.  634;  In  re  Ricker,  14  Mont.  163,  36 

19.  Woolforb  V,  Sullivan,  23  Ala.  Pac.  960,  29  J..R.A.  622. 

548,  58  Am.  Dec.  305;  Olston  v.  Ore-  2.  Parker  v.  Providence,  etc.,  Steam- 

gon  Water  Power,  etc.,  Co.,  52  Ore.  boat  Co.,  17  R.  I.  376,  22  Atl.  284,  23 

343,  96  Pac.  1095,  97  Pae.  538,  20  Atl.  102,  33  A.  S.  R.  809,  14  h.RJi. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  915;  Parker  v.  Provi-  414  and  note.  See  also  infra,  par.  316. 

dence,  etc.,  Steamboat  Co.,  17  R.  I.  3.  Murray  v.  Blatchford,  1  Wend. 

376,  22  Atl.  284,  23  Atl.  102.  33  A.  (N.  Y.)  583,  19  Am.  Dec.  537. 

S.  R.  869,  14  L.R.A.  414  and  note.  4.  Carr  v.  Illinois  Cent.  R.  Co..  180 

20.  Bailey  v.  Dilworth,  10  Smedes  &  Ala.  159,  60  So.  277,  43  LJtJL(N.S.) 
M.  (Miss.)  404,  48  Am.  Dec.  760  and  634. 

note.  6.  Lucich  y.  Media,  3  Ner.  03,  03 

1.  Cair  V.  Illinois  Cent.  R.  Co.,  180  Am.  Dee.  376. 
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not  be  allowed  costs  paid  out  by  bim  as  a  preferred  claim  against 
the  estate.*  By  statute  in  England  it  is  provided  that  an  oxecutoi 
or  administrator  may  compromise,  abandon,  or  submit  to  arbitration, 
or  otherwise  settle  any  debt  or  claim  relating  to  the  estate,  or  for 
this  purpose  may  enter  into  any  agreement  or  arrangement  which 
seems  to  him  to  be  expedient,  without  being  responsible  for  any  loss 
occasioned  by  any  act  or  thing  so  done  by  him  in  good  faith.' 

226.  Interest  on  Claims. — ^As  a  general  rule,  where  a  demand  pre- 
sented to  an  administrator  does  not  claim  interest,  none  can  be  allowed, 
unless,  perhaps,  it  appears  that  interest  results  as  a  matter  of  course 
from  the  facts  stated  as  constituting  the  claim.*  But  in  a  proper  case 
interest  may  be  allowed,'  and  frequently  it  is  the  duty  of  an  executor 
or  administrator  to  pay  as  soon  as  possible  interest-bearing  debts  of 
the  decedent  when  possessed  of  assets  su^cient  for  this  purpose,  in 
order  to  avoid  liability  for  such  interest.^** 

Particular  Claims 

227.  Right  of  Retainer  as  to  Claims  Due  Personal  Representative.— 

At  common  law,  and  in  many  jurisdictions  to-day,  an  administrator 
may,  as  against  a  creditor  of  equal  degree,  retain  his  own  claim 
against  the  estate  out  of  assets  in  his  hands.^*  The  right  of  retainer 
originated  from  the  fact  that  any  creditor  could  sue  an  adminis- 
trator or  executor  and  could  thus  obtain  priority  except  as  against 
creditors  of  superior  degree.  Hence  it  was  deemed  unreasonable  that 
an  administrator  who,  by  taking  out  administration,  became  unable 
to  sue  himself,  should  lose  the  possibility  of  obtaining  priority,  and 
if  he  hod  a  claim  he  was  allowed  to  exercise  this  right  of  retainer.** 
But  it  seems  that  the  right  could  not  be  exorcised  as  (gainst  the  right 
of  a  creditor  in  higher  degree.**  And  in  equity  an  exercise  of  the 
right  of  retainer  did  not  give  the  executor  or  administrator  any  rif^ht 
of  priority,  but  his  claim  was  on  a  parity  with  those  of  other  creditors 
and  was  merely  entitled  to  a  pro  rata  distribution.  This  is  the  general 
modern  rule  in  both  equity  and  law.^*  Kor,  as  a  rule,  does  the  right 

■    6.  Patapsco  Goano  Co.  v.  Ballard,  63  N.  E.  2,  92  A.  S.  R.  404;  Warner  v. 

107  Ala.  710, 19  So.  777,  54  A.  S.  R.  Wainsford,  Hob.  127,  2  Eng.  Rul. 

131.  Caa.  149  and  note. 

7.  Note:  9  Eng.  Rul.  Gas.  323.  12.  In  re  Rownson,  29  Ch.  D.  358, 

8.  A^irre  v.  Packard,  14  Cal.  171,  54  L.  J.  Cb.  950,  52  L.  T.  N.  S.  825, 
73  Am.  Dec.  645.  33  W.  R.  604,  0  Eng.  RoL  Caa.  342 

9.  Finley  v.  Carothers,  9  Tex.  517,  and  note. 

60  Am.  Dec  179.  13.  Note:  9  Eng.  Rul.  Caa.  349. 

10.  Finley  v.  Carothera,  9  Tex.  517,  14.  McNeill  v.  McNeill,  38  Ala.  109, 
60  Am.  Dec.  179;  Seaman  v.  Dee.  1  76  Am.  Dec.  320;  Story  v.  Hall,  86 
Vent.  19a,  2  Lev.  40,  9  Eng.  Rul.  Vt.  31,  83  Ati.  6.53,  Ann.  Cas.  1915B 
Cas.  320.  U87,  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1136. 

11.  Brown  t.  Oreene,  181  Ifaas.  109,  Note:  2  Eng.  Rol.  Cas.  152. 
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of  retainer  carry  a  right  to  ^tablish  a  claim  which  is  barred  by  the 
statute  of  frauds  or  of  limitations.*'  However,  according  to  some 
authorities,  an  executor  has  the  right  to  retain  from  the  personalty  of 
the  estate  the  amount  of  a  debt  due  to  him  from  the  testator,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  it  is  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations.*' 
One  consequence  of  the  right  of  retainer  is  that  statutes  barring  claims 
unless  presented  within  a  designated  time  after  the  death  of  the 
decedent,  are  usually  held  not  to  apply  against  the  claims  of  the  per- 
sonal representative.**  According  to  a  variant  practice,  however,  the 
claim  must  be  presented  to  the  court  having  jurisdiction,**  or  the 
claim,  with  payments  or  offsets,  must  be  sworn  to,*<*  or  such  proof  is 
necessary  only  when  the  claim  is  disputed  that  a  sworn  statement 
of  it  must  be  filed,  and  it  is  not  necessary  to  make  formal  proof  or 
claim  within  the  statutory  period.* 

228.  Claims  of  Partnership  Creditors. — Claims  against  estates  of 
decedents  not  infrequently  are  based  on  the  existence  of  a  partner- 
ship of  which  the  decedent  was  a  member  at  the  time  of  his  death.* 
At  common  law  a  partnership  debt  was  the  joint  debt  of  the  partners, 
and  the  death  of  any  member  of  the  firm  extinguished  it  as  to  him, 
the  remedy  of  the  creditor  being  confined  to  a  claim  against  the 
survivors.  But  in  equity  a  partnership  debt  was  considered  joint  and 
several,  and  upon  the  death  of  any  member  of  the  firm  the  creditor 
could  proceed  directly  against  the  estate  of  the  deceased  partner.' 
In  the  modem  law  of  partnership  each  partner  has  a  right  to  have 
the  effects  of  the  firm  appropriated  to  the  firm  debts,  and  therefore 
as  a  general  rule  the  assets  are  marshaled.  Where  there  are  both 
firm  and  individual  creditors  a  priority  as  to  firm  assets  is  given  to 
firm  creditors,  aod  to  each  class  of  separate  creditors  a  similar  priority 
is  given  as  to  the  separate  assets  of  each  partner  respectively.  This 
right  of  the  partners  to  require  marshaling  does  not  expire  with 
their  death  but  passes  to  their  personal  representatives.  In  case  of  the 
death  of  one  partner  and  the  insolvency  of  the  survivor,  a  creditor 
of  the  estate  of  the  deceased  partner  succeeds  to  his  right  and  that 

15.  In  re  Rownson,  29  Ch.  D.  358,  63  N.  E.  2,  92  A.  S.  R.  404.  See 
54  L.  J.  Ch.  950,  52  L.  T.  N.  S.  825,  supra,  par.  212  et  seq.,  as  to  pre»- 
33  W.  R.  604,  9  Eng.  Rul.  Gas.  342.  entation  of  claims  generally. 

16.  Haskell  v.  Manson,  200  Mass.  19.  Story  v.  Hall.  80  Vt.  31,  83  Atl. 
599,  86  N.  E.  937,  128  A.  S.  R.  452;  653,  Ann.  Caa.  1915B  1187,  40  L.R.A. 
Rogers  v.  Rogers,  3  Wend.  (N.  Y.)   (N  S.)  1136. 

503,  20  Am.  Dec.  716;  Batson  v.  Mur-      20.  Clark  v.  Clark,  8  Paige  (N.  Y.) 
rell,  10  Humph.  (Tenn.)  301,  51  Am.  152,  35  Am.  Dee.  676  and  note. 
Dec.  707.  1.  Brown  v.  Greene,  181  Mass.  109, 

17.  In  re  Rownson,  29  Ch.  D.  358,  63  N.  E.  2,  92  A.  S.  R.  404. 

54  L.  J.  Ch.  950,  52  L.  T.  N.  S.'  825,      2.  See  also  generally  Partncbship. 
33  W.  R.  604;  9  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  342.     3.  McLain  v.  Carson,  4  Ark.  164, 
Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  12.  37  Am.  Dec.  777. 

18.  Brown  t.  Greene,  181  Mass.  109, 
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of  his  representatives,  to  have  the  partnership  effects  appropriated  to 
the  portnership  debt.  But  this  right  of  substitution  is  based  on  neces- 
sity arising  from  the  insolvency  of  the  survivor.*  Where,  under  an 
agreement  contained  in  articles  of  partnership,  the  title  to  the  partner- 
ship property,  on  the  death  of  one  partner,  vested  in  the  survivor,  who 
transferred  it,  bona  fide,  to  the  representative  of  the  deceased,  it  was 
held  that  if  the  partnership  was  insolvent  the  assignment,  though 
honestly  intended  to  discharge  a  debt  due  to  such  representatives 
growing  out  of  the  partnership  business,  did  not  affect  the  rights  of 
creditors  to  have  the  property  subjected  to  the  satisfaction  of  their 
demands.'  And  not  only  may  creditors  of  a  partnership  have  claims 
against  the  estate  of  the  deceased  partner  but  under  certain  circum- 
stances a  surviving  partner  may  have  such  claim.  Thus,  where  a 
firm  is  dissolved,  leaving  one  of  the  partners  largely  indebted  to  the 
concern,  and  he  afterwards  dies  insolvent,  if  his  solvent  sur\'iving 
partner  is  compelled  to  pay  debts  of  the  firm  out  of  his  own  prop- 
erty, be  is  entitled  to  share  with  other  creditors  in  the  deceased 
partner's  estate.* 

229.  Contingent  Claims. — ^While  the  statutes  of  some  of  the  states 
make  no- distinction  between  contingent  and  absolute  claims  as  regards 
the  time  for  presenting  them,  many  of  the  states  do  not  require  the 
presentation  of  contingent  claims  until  after  the  happening  of  the 
contingency  which  renders  them  absolute.^  If  the  claim  remains  con- 
tingent till  after  the  time  limited  for  filing  claims  in  the  administration 
proceedings  has  expired,  but  subsequently  becomes  absolute  and  assets 
have  been  paid  to  legatees  or  next  of  kin  of  the  deceased,  it  is  not 
unusual  to  permit  the  bringing  of  an  action  in  favor  of  the  claim- 
ant against  such  legatees.*  But  in  some  states  a  claim  cannot  be 
allowed  unless  it  is  a  present  debt  or  duty,  or  a  demand  in  praesenti, 
payable  at  all  events.  If  its  future  payment  rests  on  a  contingency 
and  it  is  uncertain  whether  any  demand  will  accrue,  it  cannot  be 
allowed,  as,  for  example,  a  conditional  bond  before  condition  broken.' 
A  contingent  claim  has  been  defined  as  one  where  the  liability  depends 
upon  some  future  event  which  may  or  may  not  happen,  and  which 
makes  it  wholly  uncertain  whether  there  ever  will  be  a  liability.'* 
Where  a  right  of  action  in  favor  of  creditors  against  the  holders  of 
stock  of  an  insolvent  corporation  does  not  accrue  until  the  corpo- 
ration becomes  insolvent,  it  has  been  held  that  the  claim  is  con- 

4.  Emmanitel  t.  Bird,  19  Ala.  596,  Y.)  19,  29  Am.  Dee.  738  and  note. 
54  Am.  Dec  200;  Pearson  v,  Eeedy,     7.  Note:  58  L.RA.  82,  90. 

6  B.  Hon.  (Ky.)  128,  43  Am.  Doc.  8.  South  Milwaukee  Co.  v.  Murphy. 
160;  Eirby  t.  Schoonmaker,  3  Barb.  112  Wis.  614,  88  N.  W.  583,  68  hJR.A. 
Ch.  (N.  T.)  46,  49  Am.  Dec.  160.     82  and  note. 

5.  Gant  t.  Reed,  24  Tex.  46,  76  Am.  9.  Jones  t.  Cooper,  2  Aikens  (Yt) 
Dee.  94.  54,  16  Am.  Dec  678. 

6.  Payne  v.  Matthews,  6  Paige  (N.    10.  Note:  68  L.R.A.  84. 
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tingent  within  the  meaning  of  statutes  of  this  character.^*  It  has 
also  been  held  that  the  claim  qf  a  surety  against  the  estate  of  his 
principal  for  reimbursement  is  contingent,  and  does  not  become 
absolute  until  he  pays  money  on  account  of  hia  obligation." 

230.  Claims  of  Joint  Contractors. — At  common  law  the  rule  was 
absolute  that  the  estate  of  the  deceased  joint  contractor  was  not  liable 
to  tlie  obligee  in  the  joint  contract  except  in  case  of  the  insolvency 
of  the  surviving  joint  obligor.  If  the  survivor  was  solvent  there  was 
a  plain  and  adequate  remedy  by  action  at  law  against  him.  In  such 
case  the  liability  of  the  estate  "of  the  deceased  joint  obligor  was  to 
contribute  to  him  after  the  debt  was  collected  from  or  paid  by  him. 
In  case  of  his  insolvency  the  obligee  in  the  joint  contract  could  bring 
his  action  in  equity  against  the  administrators  of  the  deceased  joint 
obligor.'*  When  all  of  several  joint, contractors  died  the  action  had 
to  be  brought  against  the  representative  of  the  last  survivor."  It 
seems  to  be  equally  well  settled  that  if  the  joint  obligor,  so  dying, 
was  a  surety  who  was  not  liable  for  the  debt  irrespective  of  the  joint 
obligation,  bis  estate  was  discharged  by  his  death  both  at  law  and 
in  equity,  the  survivor  only  being  liable.'*  And  while  in  equity 
the  rules  in  regard  to  liability  were  different  and  the  estate  of  a 
deceased  joint  contractor  was  liable,  courts  of  equity,  as  a  general 
rule,  would  not  entertain  an  action  where  there  was  an  adequate  legal 
remedy  by  which  full  redress  could  be  obtained.  Hence,  it  followed 
that  to  enable  a  creditor  to  collect  his  debt  in  equity  from  the  estate 
of  a  deceased  joint  debtor,  he  was  required  to  show  that  he  could 
not  collect  it  by  proceedings  at  law  against  the  survivor.  It  was 
held  sufficient  for  this  purpose  to  aver  and  prove  the  insolvency  of 
the  survivor.  But  the  want  of  an  adequate  legal  remedy  is  equally 
manifest  where  the  remedy  against  the  survivor  has  been  resorted  to 
by  the  creditor  in  good  faith  and  exhausted  without  obtaining  satis- 
faction.'* It  has  been  declared,  while  recognizing  a  conflict  on  the 
question,  that  in  the  so-called  code  states  the  common  law  rule  hold- 
ing the  survivor  alone  liable  at  law  has  ceased  to  obtain,  since  the 
formal  distinction  between  law  and  equity  has  been  abolished,  and 
it  seems  that  in  England  also  the  personal  representative  of  the  de- 


11. Hospes  V.  Northwestern  Mfg.,  v.  Hopkins,  4  Wyo.  379,  34  Pac.  899, 
etc.,  Co.,  48  Minn.  174,  50  N.  W.  1117,  62  A.  S.  R.  38.  See  also  generally 
31  A.  S.  R.  637, 15  L.R.A.  470;  South  Joint  Adventures. 

Milwaukee  Co.  v.  Murphy,  112  Wis.  14.  Ayer  v.  Wilson,  2  Mill  Const. 

614,  88  N.  W.  583,  68  L.B.A.  82  and  (S.  C.)  319,  12  Am.  Dec.  677. 

note.  15.  Getty  v.  Binsse,  49  N.  T.  385, 

12.  Note:  58  L.R.A.  87.  10  Am.  Rep.  379. 

13.  Getty  v.  Binsse,  49  N.  Y.  385,  16.  Pope  v.  Cole,  65  N.  T.  124,  14 
10  Am.  Rep.  379;  Pope  t.  Cole,  55  Am.  Rep.  198. 

N.  T.  124, 14  Am.  Bep.  198;  Chadwlck 
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ceased  obligor  may  be  sued  in  the  first  instance,  whether  the  sur- 
vivor is  solvent  or  not." 

231.  Iden  Claims. — A  judgment  rendered  against  the  decedent  in 
bis  lifetime  must  usually  be  presented  for  allowance  as  a  claim  against 
the  estate  of  the  decedent. But  the  presentation  and  allowance  of 
a  judgment  do  not  destroy  the  lien  of  the  judgment  by  merger  in 
the  allowance  of  the  claim,  or  otherwise;  nor  does  the  presentation 
of  a  judgment  as  an  unsecured  claim  destroy  the  right  to  proceed 
thereon  by  garnishment  proceedings.**  This  is  in  accordance  with 
the  general  rule  that  death  does  not  destroy  or  impair  a  lien.'  And 
according  to  the  same  general  principle  it  has  been  decided  that  one 
who  by  a  creditor's  bill  has  obtained  a  lien  on  tlie  assets  of  hift  debtor 
does  not  release  any  right,  on  the  death  of  the  debtor,  by  filing  his 
claim  with  the  commissioners  of  claims.'  Even  the  failure  of  the 
daimant  to  present  the  claim  for  allowance  does  not  affect  the  lien, 
which  continues  and  may  be  enforced  by  appropriate  proceedings.* 
Por  example,  the  holder  of  a  mortgage  need  not  present  his  claim 
against  the  estate,  but  may  rely  entirely  on  the  future  enforcement 
of  his  lien  against  the  specific  property  covered  by  the  mortgage.* 
It  has  also  been  held  that  one  having  a  mechanic's  lien  against  the 
property  of  a  decedent  may  foreclose  it  without  first  presenting  a 
claim  therefor  to  his  administrator  or  executor.*  And  on  the  same 
principle  a  vendor's  lien  is  saved  though  the  statute  has  barred  the 
claim  for  the  purchase  money  as  a  si^ipie  debt.*  In  all  such  eases 
the  administrator  is  presumed  without  any  presentation  to  know  of 
the  existence  of  the  demand  and  the  specific  lien  securing  it.^  There- 
fore an  allegation  of  presentment  of  a  claim  is  unnecessary  in  an 
action  to  enforce  a  specific  lien.*  However,  in  some  jurisdictions 
after  the  death  of  the  defendant  the  lien  of  a  judgment  obtained 
against  him  in  his  lifetime  is  abolished  by  statute  in  so  far  as  any 

17.  Cbadwick  v.  Hopkins,  4  Wyo.  2.  Saginaw  County  Sav.  Bank  v. 
379,  34  Pac.  899,  62  A.  S.  R.  38.     Duffield,  157  Mich.  522, 122  N.  W.  186, 

18.  Ray  v.  Thompson,  43  Ala.  434,  133  A.  S.  R.  354. 

94  Am.  Dec.  696;  Crowe  &  Co.  v.      3.  Hood  v.  Hammond,  128  Ala.  569, 
Adkinson  Const.  Co.,  67  Wash.  420,  30  So.  540,  86  A.  S.  R.  159. 
121  Pac.  841,  Ann.  Cas.  1913D  273;     4-  Bull  v.  Coe,  77  Cal.  54,  18  Pac. 
Rock  Springs  Pint  Nat.  Bank  v,  Lud-         \^  A.  S  r.  235;  Matter  of  De 
vigsen,  8  Wyo.  ^0,  56  Pae.  994,  67  ^^,oS5n  o?' 

19.  Morton  v.  Adams,  124  CaL  229,  T  l,tv  R  R  n 
66  Pac.  10^  71  A.  S.  E.  63.  Se^  465%''^'.  Vim'. 
*»P^»'  P"-  223.  6.  Hood  V.  Hammond.  128  Ala.  569, 

20.  Lawrence  v.  becunty  Co.,  56  30  So.  540,  86  A.  S.  R.  159. 
Conn.  423,  15  Atl.  406,  1  L.R.A.  342.  7.  pjsh  v.  De  Laray.  8  S.  D.  320, 

1.  Morton  v.  Adams,  124  CaL  229,  66  N.  W.  465,  59  A.  S.  R.  764. 
66  Pae.  1038,  71  A.  S.  B.  63.    See     8.  Fallon  v.  Btttler,  21  CsL  24,  81 
generally,  Lisns.  Am.  Dec.  140. 
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preference  would  otherwise  be  allowed.*  And  it  has  been  held  that 

an  involuntary  lien  arising  out  of  an  executory  contract  with  the 
decedent,  is  lost  if  not  presented  within  the  time  required  by  the 
statute  for  the  presentation  of  cfaims  in  general,^**  and,  furthermore, 
that  one  performing  labor  on  a  building  in  process  of  construction, 
under  contract  with  the  owner,  loses  his  right  to  compensation  by 
failure  to  present  the  claim  against  the  owner's  estate  within  the 
time  prescribed  by  statute,  and  that  a  devisee  of  the  property  can-  , 
not  make  the  claim  enforceable  after  that  time,  by  assuming  the 
obligation  and  presenting  the  claim  against  the  estate.*' 

232,  Claims  of  Servants. — Except  when  services  are  rendered  gra- 
tuitously, a  claim  may  be  presented  therefor  against  the  estate  of 
the  person  who  received  the  benefit  thereof  and  failed  to  make  pay- 
ment during  bis  lifetime.'*  Sp,  when  one  performs  services  for 
another  under  a  mutual  understanding  that  the  latter  will  make  com- 
pensation therefor  by  a  legacy  in  his  will,  such  sen'ices  are  not 
gratuitous,  and  if  the  recipient  of  them  does  not  give  the  expected 
legacy,  an  action  ordinarily  lies  against  his  personal  representative 
for  their  value.''  It  has  been  held  tliat  even  when  a  legacy  has 
been  left  to  a  person  seeking  payment  from  the  estate  of  one  deceased, 
for  nursing  him  during  his  lust  illness,  additional  compensation  may 
be  allowed  where  the  amount  of  the  legacy  is  clearly  insufficient 
remuneration  for  the  services  rendered.'*  But  it  has  been  held  that 
a  written  promise  to  pay  out  of  the  promisor's  estate  one  day  after 
his  death,  is  a  promissory  n(jte,  and  cannot  properly  be  allowed  as 
a  claim  definitely  fixing  the  value  of  services.'^  So  it  was  held 
that  a  claim  for  back  wages  and  for  nursing  a  person  during  his 
lost  illness  is  properly  rejected,  it  being  shown  that  the  claimant  had 
been  originally  employed  as  housekeeper  by  the  testator,  but  that 
in  the  course  of  time  there  had  ceased  to  be  any  question  of  .wages 
between  them,  and  that  she  and  her  children  and  grandchildren 
shared  testator's  home  with  him  and  were  provided  for  by  him,  and 
that  he  further  provided  for  them  in  his  will.'* 

233.  Claims  of  Relatives. — When  services  are  rendered  by  a  mem- 
ber of  the  family  of  a  decedent  to  him  during  his  lifetime  and  a  claim 

9.  Sweringen  t.  Eberiua,  7  Mo.  421,      Swift,  1  Teates  (Pa.)  209,  1  Am. 
38  Am.  Dee.  463.  Dec.  205. 

10.  Crowe  &  Co.  T.  Adkinson  Const.     Note:  Ann.  Cas.  i913A  480.  See 
Co.,  67  Wash.  420,  121  Pae.  841,  Ann.  also  supra,  par.  175. 

Cas.  1013D  273  and  note.  14.  In  re  Kobrer,  160  CaL  574,  117 

11.  Re  Hincbeon,  159  Cal.  755,  116  Pac.  672,  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  479  and 
Pac.  47,  36  L.R.A.{N.S.)  303.  note. 

12.  Wise  T.  Outtrim^  139  la.  192,  15.  Price  t.  Jones,  105  Ind.  543,  6 
117  N.  W.  264,  130  A.  S.  R.  301.  N.  E.  683,  55  Am.  Rep.  230. 

See  generally  Wore  and  Labor.  16.  Succession  of  Benton,  100  La, 

13.  Martin  v.  Wright,  13  Wend.  (N.  494,  31  So.  123,  69  L.R.A.  135. 
Y.}  460,  28  Am.  Dec.  468;  Roberts 
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is  presented  against  the  estatOj  an  additional  obstacle  to  recovery  exists 
not  found  where  such  claims  are  presented  by  servants  and  strangers. 

It  is  not  enough  for  the  claimant  to  overcome  the  presumption  of 
periodic  payment/'  but  he  must  further  show  that  there  was  at  the 
time  the  services  were  rendered  an  expectation  on  the  part  of  both 
parties  that  compensation  should  be  made  for  such  services.  The 
foundation  of  this  rule  is  that  when  services  are  rendered  by  a 
member  of  the-  family,  a  presumption  of  law  arises  that  they  were 
gratuitous,  and  hence  the  burden  is  on  the  claimant  to  relieve  him- 
self of  that  presumption,  by  showing  that  there  was  an  express  or 
implied  understanding  between  the  parties  that  a  charge  for  the  serv- 
ices was  to  be  mode,  and  to  be  met  by  payment.**  This  presumption 
has  been  recognized  where  the  relationship  was  that  of  father  and 
son,^**  stepfather  and  stepson,*  grandmother  and  grandchild,'  uncle 
and  niece'  or  nephew,*  and  Uiat  of  brother  and  sister.'  Where, 
however,  an  adult  child  removes  from  the  home  of  a  parent  and 
marries  and  afterward  renders  personal  services  to  his  parent  which 
are  voluntarily  accepted,  a  promise  on  the  part  of  the  parent  to 
pay  therefor  may  be  implied.*  It  has  also  been  held  that  a  woman 
taking  her  brother,  into  her  home,  and,  without  benefit  to  herself, 
nursing  and  performing  other  menial  services  for  him  during  his 
last  illness,  was  entitled  to  an  allowance  of  their  value  out  of  his 
estate,  although  there  was  no  express  contract  that  payment  ^ould 
be  made.'  The  family  relationship  which  gives  rise  to  this  presump- 
tion need  not  necessarily  be  one  of  blood  kindred.  The  rule  rests 
upon  the  idea  of  the  mutual  dependence  of  those  who  are  members 
of  one  immediate  family,  and  such  a  family  may  exist  though  com- 


17.  See  snpra,  par.  232.  831;  Taylor  t.  Thieman,  132  Wis.  38, 

18.  Harper  v,  Davis,  U5  Md.  349,  111  N.  W.  229,  122  A.  S.  R.  943. 
80  Atl.  1012,  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  861,     1.  Martin  v.  Martin,  108  Wis.  284, 
35  L.RJi.(N.S.)  1026;  Disbrow  v.  Du-  84  N.  W.  439,  81  A.  S.  R.  895;  Taylor 
rand,  54  N.  J.  L.  343,  24  AtL  545,  33  v.  Thieman,  132  Wis.  38,  lU  N.  W. 
A.  S.  R.  678  and  note;  Waldron  v.  229, 122  A.  S.  R.  943. 

Davit,  70  N.  J.  L.  788,  68  Atl.  293,     2.  Shepherd   v.   Tonng,   8  Gray 
66  L.R.A.  691;  Key  v.  Harris,  116  (Mass.)  152,  69  Am.  Dee.  242. 
Tenn.  161,  92  S.  W.  235,  8  Ann.  Cas.     3.  Taylor  t.  Thieman,  132  Wis.  38, 
200  and  note;  Hall  t.  Finch,  29  Wis.  Ul  N.  W.  229,  122  A.  S.  R.  943. 
278.  9  Am.  Rep.  659.  4.  Weir  v.  Weir,  3  B.  Mon.  (Ky.) 

Note:  1L.R.A.(N.S.)  819, 82L  And  645,  39  Am.  Dee.  487. 
■ee  Wore  and  L&bob.  5.  Disbrow  t.  Darand,  64  N.  J.  L. 

19.  Harper  v.  Davis,  115  Hd.  349,  343,  24  Atl.  645,  33  A.  S.  R.  678; 
80  Atl.  1012,  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  861,  Hall  t.  Finch,  29  Wis.  278,  9  Am. 
35  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1026.  Rep.  559;  Taylor  v.  Thieman,  132  Wis. 

20.  In  re  Colbum,  153  Mich.  206,  38,  111  N.  W.  229,  122  A.  S.  R.  943. 
116  N.  W.  986,  126  A.  S.  R.  479,  18  6.  Winkler  v.  Killian,  141  N.  C.  576, 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  149;  Beneke  v.  Beneke,  64  N.  E.  640,  115  A.  S.  R.  694. 

119  Minn.  441,  138  N.  W.  689,  Ann.     7.  Mark  t.  Boardman,  (Ky.)  89  8. 
Cas.  1914B  381;  McDoweU  v.  McDow-  W.  481, 1  LJl.A.(N.S.)  619. 
•IL  76  Vt.  401,  66  Atl.  98,  98  A.  S.  R. 
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posed  of  remote  relations,  and  even  of  persons  between  whom  there 
is  no  tie  of  blood.^  It  has  been  said  that  even  whdre  the  person 
who  rendered  and  the  person  who  received  the  services  in  question 
were  not  related  by  either  blood  or  marriage,  the  implication  of  a 
promise  to  pay  compensation  will,  as  a  general  rule,  be  negatived,  if 
it  appears  that,  at  the  time  when  the  services  were  rendered,  there 
existed  between  them  a  domestic  relationship  the  incidents  of  which 
were  essentially  similar  to  those  which  are  ordinarily  associated  with 
such  a  relationship  when  it  exists  between  kinsfolk.*  So  it  has  been 
held  that  where  a  man  and  woman  live  in  the  relation  of  husband  and 
wife,  whether  legally  married  or  not,  the  man  has  no  claim  on  the 
woman's  estate  after' her  death,  for  the  value  of  shelter,  food,  and 
clothing  given  her  during  the  continuance  of  that  relation,  in  the 
absence  of  an  express  agreement  to  that  effect."*  And  where  a  child  is 
taken  into  a  ffunily  under  defective  adoption  papers  and  renders  serv- 
ices as  a  son,  the  presumption  will  hold  true  that  such  services  were  not 
to  be  paid  for.  But  this  presumption  may  be  rebutted  by  proof- of  an 
express  oral  contract  with  the  natural  parent  of  the  child  that  the 
adopted  parent  would  make  certain  testamentary  provision  for  him.'' 
kn  express  verbal  promise  to  devise  land  in  consideration  of  services 
rendered  by  a  foster  child,  though  itself  unenforceable  under  the 
statute  of  frauds,  may  be  effective  in  removing  the  presumption  that 
the  services  were  rendered  gratuitously;  and  it  may  be  stated  gen- 
erally, that  the  presumption  may  be  overcome  by  an  express  promise 
by  tlie  deceased  to  pay  for  the  services,  proved  by  either  direct  and 
positive  evidence  or  by  evidence  of  circumstances  which  in  their 
nature  are  equivalent  to  direct  and  positive  proof.'* 


234.  General  and  Special  Statutes  of  Limitation. — ^Tn  presenting 
claims  against  the  estate  of  a  decedent  the  question  frequently  arises 
whether  they  are  barred  by  the  statutes  of  limitation.  Broadly  speak- 
ing, statutes  of  this  type  fall  into  two  classes — those  which  gen- 
erally apply  in  reference  to  all  causes  of  action  and  those  which  fix 
special  periods  of  limitation  for  the  bringing  of  suits  against  estates 
of  decedents.''  The  death  of  the  debtor  does  not  as  a  general  rule 
stop  the  running  of  the  general  statute  of  limitations.  The  provisions 

8.  Disbrow  v.  Durand,  64  N.  J.  L.  11.  Martin  v.  Martin,  108  Wis.  284, 
343,  24  Atl.  545,  33  A.  S.  R.  678.  84  N.  \V.  439,  81  A.  S.  R.  895. 

9.  Harper  v.  Davis,  115  Md.  349,  80  12.  Tavlor  v.  Thieman,  132  Wis.  38, 
Atl.  1012,  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  8C1,  35  111  N.  \V.  229,  122  A.  S.  R.  943. 


10.  Payne's  Appeal,  65  Conn.  397,  see  LliUTAisoK  OM  AonOKS. 
32  AtL  948,  48  A.  S.  R.  215,  33  LJI.A. 


Statute  of  Limitations 


L.R.A.(N.S.)  1026. 

Note:  11  L.R.A.{N.S.)  874. 


13.  For  a  consideration  of  the  shIk 
ject  of  general  statutes  of  limitation 
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of  laws  applying  to  claims  a^inst  decedents  not  infrequently  inter- 
vene so  as  to  permit  suit  within  a  designated  period  after  the  dece- 
dent's death  on  all  claims  not  already  barred  at  the  time  of  such 
death  by  the  general  statutes  of  limitation."  If,  however,  the  claim 
has  already  been  barred  by  the  general  limitation  laws  at  the  time 
of  the  debtor's  death  the  special  laws  above  referred  to  will  not  as 
a  rule  operate  to  revive  such  claim."  Occasionally  the  distinction 
between  general  and  special  statutes  of  limitation  becomes  of  no  prac- 
tical importance  in  that  for  one  reason  or  another  the  right  of  action 
is  suspended  during  the  life  of  the  debtor.  For  example,  where  a 
wife  cannot  sue  her  husband  on  general  causes  of  action,  the  gen- 
eral statute  of  limitations  does  not  commence  to  run  until  after  his 
death.^*  The  usual  statutes  of  limitation  do  not  always  apply  to 
claims  against  the  estate  for  matters  arising  after  the  death  of  the 
decedent,  as,  for  instance,  for  funeral  expenses  and  costs  of  admin< 
istration.^'  And  it  has  been  held  that  an  attorney's  fee  for  services 
in  probating  a  will  is  not  a  debt  against  the  estate  of  the  decedent 
in  the  nature  of  costs,  against  which  such  a  statute  of  limitations  will 
not  run  in  favor  of  the  heirs  and  devisees.'^  It  should  also  be  noted 
that  such  statutes  are  not  always  pleadable  as  against  trust  claim- 
ants. Where  a  person  during  his  lifetime  stands  in  the  relation  of 
trustee  to  a  fund,  and  cannot  plead  tlie  statute  of  limitations  in 
respect  thereto,  his  representatives,  after  bis  death,  stand  in  no  better 
position,  and  likewise  may  be  denied  the  right  to  plead  the  statute.'* 
So,  on  principles  analogous  to  those  governing  the  exceptional  cases 
of  lien  claimants,  the  courts  have  likewise  held  that  a  statute  of  limita- 
tions restricting  the  time  in  which  creditors  of  a  decedent  must  bring 
suit  on  claims  against  his  estate,  does  not  apply  to  a  suit  brought 
by  a  pledgee  against  an  administrator  to  recover  the  proceeds  of 
pledged  property  received  by  him.**  It  seems  that  if  no  cause  of 
action  accrues  on  which  the  defendant  may  be  held  liable  as  admin- 
istrator or  executor  within  the  statutory  period  after  bis  appoint- 
ment, he  cannot  thereafter  be  chargeable  on  a  cause  of  action  subse- 
quently accruing  against  the  estate  of  the  decedent,  except  when  new 
assets  come  into  his  possession  after  the  period  of  limitation  has 
expired.' 

14.  Hildebrand  v.  Kinney,  172  Tnd.     18.  Tavlor  v.  Crook,  136  Ala.  354, 
447,  87  N.  E.  832,  19  Ann.  Cas.  788;  34  So.  905,  96  A.  S.  R.  26. 
Wenman  v.  Mohawk  Ins.   Co.,  13     19.  Fox  v.  Tav,  89  Cal.  339,  24  Pac 
Wend.  (N.  Y.)  267,  28  Am.  Dec.  464.  855,  26  Pac.  897,  23  A.  S.  fi.  474. 

15.  McKinzie  v.  Hill,  51  Mo.  303,  U  See  also  Trusts. 

Am.  Rep.  450.  20.  Nashua  Sav.  Bank  v.  Abbott, 

16.  Dougherty  v.  Snyder,  15  Serg.  181  Mass.  531,  63  N.  E.  1058,  92  A. 
*  R.  (Pa.)  84,  16  Am.  Deo.  520.        S.  R.  430.    See  supra,  pnr.  231,  as 

17.  Hildebrand  v.  Kinney,  172  Ind.  to  lien  claims. 

447,  87  N.  £.  832,  19  Ann.  Cas.  788  1.  Lovell  v.  Nelson,  11  Allen 
and  note.  (Mass.)  101,  87  Am.  Dee.  706. 
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235.  Time  witliin  WMch  Claims  Must  Be  Presented. — The  time 

within  which  claims  must  be  presented  to  the  executor  or  adminis- 
trator differs  in  the  several  states,  as,  ten  months,*  one  year,"  eighteen 
months,*  two  years,*  or  four  years,  after  the  granting  of  letters  of 
administration,  according  to  the  various  statutory  provisions  which 
regulate  the  time  for  such  presentation Where  a  statute  gives  a 
remedy  for  the  collection  of  claims  against  the  estates  of  deceased 
persons,  and  fixes  a  time  limit  for  their  presentation  to  the  court,  it  is 
generally  held  that  such  statute  furnishes  the  exclusive  remedy  for 
the  collection  of  such  claims.'  So,  where  a  statute  Bxes  a  time  limit 
within  which  claims  must  be  presented  to  the  executor  or  admin- 
istrator after  the  granting  of  letters,  it  will  usually  be  construed  as 
shortening  and  not  extending  the  normal  period  of  the  statute  of 
limitations.  Hence,  if  a  demand  is  barred  by  the  general  provisions 
of  the  statute  of  limitations  before  it  is  presented,  it  will  not  be  revived 
by  the  special  statute  applying  to  claims  against  decedent's  estates.* 
In  some  jurisdictions  the  time  within  which  claims  must  be  presented 
is  fixed  not  by  statute  but  by  an  order  of  the  probate  court.* 

236.  Effect  of  Failure  to  Present  Claim. — In  most  jurisdictions  a 
time  limit  is  provided  by  statute  withiu  which  all  claims  against  the 
estate  must  be  presented  under  penalty  of  being  disallowed  and  for- 
ever barred.**  The  primary  object  of  such  provisions  is  to  apprise 
the  administrator  and  the  court  of  the  existence  of  the  claim  so  that 
a  proper  and  timely  arrangement  may  be  made  for  its  payment  in 
full,  or  by  pro  rata  portion  in  the  due  course  of  administration.** 
As  a  rule  no  provision  is  made  in  such  statutes  for  disabilities,  and 
generally  the  fact  that  a  claimant  is  under  a  disability  will  afford  no 
excuse  for  failure  to  present  a  claim,**  though  sometimes  the  old 
common  law  excuses  for  failure  to  sue  seem  to  be  recognized,  as 
for  instance  that  the  claimant  was  beyond  the  seas.*"  The  pendency 
of  an  appeal  from  an  order  admitting  a  will  to  probate  has  been 

2.  Thompson  v.  Reno  Sav.  Bank,  19  tion  within  certain  time  after  notice. 
Nev.  242,  9  Pac.  121,  3  A.  S.  R.  883.     9.  Weeks  v.  Hull,  19  Conn.  376,  50 

3.  Austin  V.  BaUey,  37  Vt.  219,  86  Am.  Dee.  249. 

Am.  Dee.  703.  10.  Hicky  v.  Stall  worth,  143  Ala. 

4.  McNeill  v.  McNeill,  36  Ala.  109,  635,  39  So.  267,  Ul  A.  S.  R.  57,  5 
76  Am.  Dec.  320;  Jackson  v.  Rowell,  Ann.  Cas.  496;  Cone  v.  Dunham,  59 
87  Ala.  685,  6  So.  95,  4  L.R.A.  637.  Conn.  145,  20  Atl.  311,  8  L.R.A.  647; 

5.  Judy  V.  Kelley,  11  III.  211,  50  Rock  Springs  First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Lud- 
Am.  Dec.  455  and  note;  McKinzie  v.  vigsen,  8  Wyo.  230,  56  Pae.  994,  57 
Hill,  51  Mo.  303,  11  Am.  Rep.  450.  Pac.  934,  80  A.  S.  R.  928.    See  also 

6.  Dawes  v.  Shed,  15  Mass.  6,  8  supra,  par.  212  et  seq. 

Am.  Dec.  80.  11.  Fish  t.  De  Laray,  8  S.  D.  320, 

7.  Fields  v.  Mundy,  106  Wis.  383,  66  N.  W.  465,  59  A.  8.  R.  764. 

82  N.  W.  343,  80  A.  S.  R.  39.  12.  Cone  t.  Dunham,  59  Conn.  146^ 

8.  McKinzie  v.  Hill,  51  Mo.  303,  11  20  Atl.  311,  8  L.R.A.  647. 

Am.  Rep.  450.  See  supra,  par.  212  13.  Mason  v.  Johnson,  24  UL  159, 
et  seq.,  as  to  requirement  of  presenta-  76  Am.  Dec.  740. 

212 


Digitized  by  Google 


U  R.  C.  li.       EXEGUTOBS  AND  ADMINISTRATOBS 


held  not  to  excuse  a  delay  of  over  two  years  on  the  part  of  the  execu- 
tors who  had  qualified  thereunder  to  present  for  payment  claims 
of  the  testator  against  the  estates  of  other  deceased  persons.**  The 
penalty  for  a  failure  to  present  claims  within  the  time  allowed  by 
law  does  not  always  amount  to  a  forfeiture  of  the  claim.  Creditors 
failing  to  give  notice  may  lose  merely  the  right  to  an  equal  participa- 
tion with  creditors  of  equal  dignity  to  whom  distribution  is  made 
before  notice  of  such  claim  is  brought  to  the  administrator, and 
may  still  be  entitled  to  a  judgment  to  be  satisfied  out  of  future  assets 
upon  due  proof  of  this  claim,^*  or  the  statute  may  permit  the  allow- 
ance of  the  claim  whenever  justice  and  equity  require  that  it  should 
be  allowed  and  the  creditor  is  not  chargeable  with  culpable  neglect 
in  not  prosecuting  his  claim.  In  interpreting  such  a  statute  it  has 
been  held  that  it  merely  relieves  a  creditor,  under  certain  circum- 
stances, from  the  normal  limitation  in  regard  to  the  prosecution  of 
claims  against  the  estates  of  deceased  persons  and  that  it  does  not 
create  a  cause  of  action  in  equity  after  the  bar  of  the  statute  when 
there  was  none  at  law  before.*' 

237.  Time  within  Which  Action  Must  Be  Brought — The  period 
within  which  actions  against  executors  and  administrators  must  be 
brought  in  regard  to  claims  subsisting  against  the  decedent  at  the 
time  of  his  death  is  of  different  length  in  different  jurisdictions.  For 
example  it  has  variously  been  fixed  at  three  years,**  four  years,*'  and 
flix  years  from  the  time  of  the  granting  of  letters  of  administration.^* 
According  to  the  terms  of  the  particular  statute,  a  longer  period  of 
time  may  *  or  may  not  be  afforded  to  nonresident  creditors.*  It  is 
immaterial  that  the  claims  have  already  been  reduced  to  judgment 
in  another  court.*  But  it  has  been  held  that  out  of  the  time  neces- 
sary to  constitute  a  bar  under  the  statute  of  limitations  may  be 
deducted  the  time  within  which  suits  against  executors  are  by  stat- 
ute forbidden  to  be  brought.*  So,  the  period  during  which  no  letters 
of  administration  have  been  taken  out  on  an  estate  is  sometimes 

14.  Cone  v.  Dunham,  69  Conn.  145,  19.  Lovell  v.  Nelson,  II  Allen 
20  Atl.  311,  8  L.R.A.  647.  (Mass.)  101,  87  Am.  Dec.  706. 

15.  Baumgartner  v.  McKinnon,  137  20.  Hildebrand  v.  Kinney,  172  Ind. 
Ga.  165,  73  S.  E.  518,  38  L.B.A.(N.S.)  447,  87  N.  E.  832,  19  Ann.  Gas.  788. 
824.  See  also  Limitation  or  Actions. 

16.  Judy  V.  Kelley,  11  DI.  211,  50  1.  Booth  v.  Starr,  6  Day  (Conn.) 
Am.  Dec.  455.    See  also  supra,  par.  275,  6  Am.  Dec.  149. 

212  et  seq.,  and  231.  2.  Fields  v.  Mundy,  106  Wis.  383, 

17.  Hodge  V.  Hodge,  90  Me.  505,  82  N.  W.  343,  80  A.  S.  R.  39. 

38  Atl.  535,  60  A.  S.  R.  285,  40  L.R.A.  3.  Fields  v.  Mundy,  106  Wis.  383, 
33.  82  N.  W.  343,  80  A.  S.  R.  39. 

18.  New  England  Commercial  Bank     4.  Henderson  v.  Ilslev,  11  Smedes 
T.  Newport  Steam  Factoiy,  6  B.  I.  &  M.  (Miss.)  9,  49  Ain.*Dec.  4L 
154,  75  Am.  Dee.  688. 
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deducted*  even  where  the  creditor  has  a  right  to  take  out  letters;* 
but  in  other  jurisdictions  the  statute  begins  to  run  though  no  execu- 
tor or  administrator  has  been  appointed.'  Statutes  of  this  character 
are  usually  strictly  construed  in  favor  of  the  personal  representatives. 
The  exhibition  of  the  claim  to  the  executor  or  administrator,  his 
acquiescence  therewith,  or  even  his  promise  to  pay,  furnish  no  legal 
ground  for  avoiding  the  effect  of  the  statute,  since  all  such  acts  are 
personal  and  not  official,  and  the  courts  hold  that  he  cannot  by  them 
charge  the  estate  which  he  represents,  it  having  been  discharged  by 
virtue  of  the  statute.*  In  some  states  the  claim  of  a  creditor  who 
fails  to  bring  suit  within  the  time  allowed  by  law  after  the  death 
of  the  debtor  is  not  barred  unless  he  has  been  guilty  of  culpable 
neglect  in  failing  to  present  it  sooner.* 

238.  Temporary  Immunity  from  Actions. — ^Tn  order  to  protect 
executors  and  administrators  from  the  annoyance  of  unnecessary 
litigation  as  to  claims  against  the  estate,  statutes  not  infrequently 
give  immunity  for  a  certain  number  of  months  after  the  death  of 
the  decedent  during  which  the  personal  representative  is  protected 
from  suits  on  claims,  as,  for  example,  nine  or  twelve  months.*' 
In  the  different  states  the  time  which  must  elapse  after  the  decedent's 
death  before  suits  may  be  brought  differs  considerably,  and  the  stat- 
utes of  any  particular  state  in  question  must,  of  course,  be  consulted. 

239.  Limitation  Running  from  Rejection  of  Claims. — It  is  some- 
times provided  that  where  a  claim  has  been  disallowed  by  the  exec- 
utor.or  administrator  the  claimant  must  bring  suit  on  it  within  a 
designated  time,**  as,  within  four  months  after  written  notice  of 
the  disallowance  of  a  claim,**  or  within  six  months  unless  a  written 
consent  is  filed  by  the  parties  with  the  court  that  such  claim  may 
be  heard  and  determined  on  the  judicial  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of  said  executor  or  administrator,**  or  within  three  months  after  the 
date  of  rejection,  if  the  claim  is  then  due,  or  within  two  months 
after  it  becomes  due,  under  penalty  that  otherwise  the  claim  may 

6.  Carriger  t.  Whittington,  26  Mo.  10.  Henderson  t.  Psley,  11  Smedes 

311,  72  Am.  Dec.  212;  McKinzie  t.  A  M.  (Miss.)  9,  49  Am.  Dec.  4L 

Hill,  51  Mo.  303,  11  Am.  Rep.  450.  11.  Crawford  v.  Wilson,  139  Ga. 

6.  Hildebrand  v.  Kinnev,  172  Ind.  654,  78  S.  E.  30.  44  L.R.A.(N.S.)  773. 
447,  87  N.  E.  832.  19  Ann.  Cas.  788.  12.  Bankers  Surety  Co.  v.  Meyer, 

7.  Blaek  v.  Elliott,  63  Kan.  211,  65  205  N.  Y.  219,  98  N.  E.  299,  Ann. 
Pac.  215,  88  A.  S.  R.  239.  Cas.  1913D  1218  and  note. 

8.  Dawes  v.  Shed,  15  Mass.  6,  8  13.  Grant  v.  Grant,  63  Conn.  530, 
Am.  Dec.  80.  29  Ati.  15,  38  A.  S.  R.  379. 

9.  Beale  v.  Swasey,  106  Me.  35,  75  14.  Van  Ness  v.  Kenyon,  208  N.  Y. 
Atl.  134,  20  Aon.  Cas.  396  and  note.  228,  101  N.  E.  881,  Ann.  Cas.  ldl4D 
See  supra,  par.  236,  as  to  effect  of  221. 

failure  to  present  claims. 
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be  'forever  barred."  One  of  the  purposes  of  a  statute  of  this  chai^ 
acter  is  to  compel  claimants  promptly  to  seek  enforcement  of  their 
claims  when  rejected  in  order  that  there  may  be  a  speedy  ascertain- 
ment at  least  of  the  liabilities  of  the  deceased.  The  penalty  for  fail- 
ure to  bring  suit  within  the  |ime  designated  is  absolute,  and  it  has 
been  held  that  such  laws  not  only  forbid  the  bringing  of  affirmative 
proceedings  thereafter,  but  from  using  such  barred  claims  as  8e^ 
o£Cs  in  suits  against  the  claimants.^* 

Protection  of  Estate  and  Waiver  of  Limitationa 

240.  General  Duty  of  Protection. — It  is  the  duty  of  an  executor  or 
administrator  to  preserve  the  estate  in  his  hands,  and  to  protect  it 
from  loss.*'  Included  within  this  duty  is  the  obligation  to  protect 
the  estate  against  every  demand  made  against  it  which  is  not  legally 
enforceable.*^  An  executor  or  administrator  can  discharge  only  exist- 
ing legal  obligations  against  the  estate.  He  is  regarded  as  the  trustee 
or  agent  appointed  by  law,  for  the  benefit  and  protection  of  cred- 
itors and  distributees,  who  stand  on  their  strict  legal  rights,  which 
cannot  be  prejudiced  by  the  voluntary  and  unauthorized  acta  of 
the  administrator.**  Not'only  has  he,  ordinarijy,  no  power  to  admit 
away  the  title  of  the  heirs  and  parties  interested  in  the  estate," 
but  where  he  has  been  delinquent  in  duty  in  not  interposing  an  avail- 
able defense  at  law  he  may  be  liable  to  the  heirs  on  his  bond ;  *  so,  if 
an  executor  or  administrator  relea«es  a  debt  or  any  contract,  by  which 
his  testator  or  intestate  was  entitled  to  a  sum  of  money  or  other 
advantage,  the  release  is  in  his  own  wrong,  and  he  may  be  held 
accountable  for  the  amount  or  value.'  In  accordance  with  these 
principles  it  has  been  held  that  an  administrator  cannot  without 
consideration  assign  to  the  widow  a  right  of  action  for  the  death  of 
his  intestate,  constituting  part  of  the  assets  of  the  estate,  where  there 
are  surviving  children  and  under  the  statute  any  recovery  is  for  the 
benefit  of  both  widow  and  children.'  It  seems  that  the  executor  or 
administrator  of  an  insolvent  estate  may,  in  order  to  protect  tlie 
estate,  maintain  a  bill  in  equity  to  restrain  an  improper  subletting 

16.  MooPB  V.  Rassell,  133  Cal.  297,  19.  Henderson  v.  Haley,  11  Smedea 
65  Pac.  624,  85  A.  S.  R.  166.  &  M.  (Miss.)  9,  49  Am.  Dec.  41. 

16.  Van  Ness  v.  Kenyoo,  208  N.  T.  20.  Walbridge  v.  Day,  31  lU.  379, 
228,  101  N.  E.  881.  Ann.  Cas.  19140  83  Am.  Dec.  227. 

221.  1.  Gold  V.  Bailey,  44  DI.  491,  93 

17.  In  re  Freud,  131  Cal.  667,  63  Am.  Dec.  190. 

Pac.  1080,  82  A.  S.  R.  407;  Henderaon  2.  Dawes  v.  Boylston,  9  Mass.  337, 

Trust  Co.  V.  Stuart,  108  Ky.  167,  65  6  Am.  Dee.  72. 

S.  W.  1082,  48  L.R.A.  49.  8.  Flynn  v.  Cbicago  Great  Western 

18.  Winchell  v.  Sanger,  73  Conn.  R.  Co.,  159  la.  571,  141  N.  W.  401, 
399,  47  AtL  706,  66  L.R.A.  935.  45  L.RA.(N.S.)  1098. 
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of  real  estate  which  would  injure  the  value  of  the  property  or  leasea 

the  rents.* 

241.  Waiver  of  Bar  of  Limitations  Generally. — ^At  common  law^ 
an  executor  or  administrator  had  full  power  to  plead  the  statute  of 
limitatioiM  or  not,  at  his  pleasure,*  and  the  view  quite  ^nerally 

accepted  to-day  is  that  an  executor  or  administrator  is  not  bound  to 
set  up  the  general  statute  of  limitations  as  a  defense  to  a  claim  against 
the  estate  of  a  deceased  debtor,'  but  may  pay  the  same  notwithstanding 
the  statutory  bar,'  even  when  the  debt  has  been  barred  during  the 
lifetime  of  the  decedent.*  The  reason  sometimes  given  by  this  rule 
is  that  the  testator  or  intestate  in  his  lifetime  was  not  bound  to  plead 
the  statute  and  therefore  the  executor  or  administrator  who  stands 
in  bis  place  need  not  do  so.'  It  has  also  been  said  that  even  when 
barred  by  the  statute,  the  debt  is  a  moral  obligation,  which  either 
the  debtor,  or  his  executor  acting  in  his  place  after  his  death,  may 
properly  convert  into  a  legal  one,  and  that  creditors  have  no  more 
standing  to  complain  in  the  one  case  than  in  the  other.^*>  In  all 
cases,  however,  the  act  of  the  personal  representative  in  waiving  the 
statute  must  be  bona  fide  and  he  may  be  liable  as  for  a  devastavit 
in  failing  to  make  that  defense,  where  he  has  acted  in  bad  faith, 
or  in  collusion.'^  But  otherwise,  at  common  law,  when  he  has  waived 
the  statute  and  has  paid  a  claim  against  the  estate  which  would 
have  been  barred  by  it,  he  is  entitled  to  claim  credit  in  his  admin- 
istration account.*'  Especially  when  the  estate  is  devised  in  trust 
for  the  payment  of  debts,  he  is  not  personally  chargeable  with 
the  amount  applied  in  payment  of  unproved  debts  of  testator  against 
which  he  might  have  pleaded  the  statute  of  limitations,  where  the 
estate  was  devised  m  trust  for  the  payment  of  debts.**  So,  an  exer- 
cise of  the  right  to  decline  to  plead  the  statute  has  been  particu- 
larly approved  where  tlie  testator,  before  his  decease,  had  declared 
that  he  owed  such  claim,  and  had  expressed  a  wish  that  it  should 

4.  P&rkman  ▼.  Aicardi,  34  Ala.  393,     8.  Note:  2  Eng.  Rnl.  Cas.  164. 

73  Am.  Dec  457.  9.  Baker  v.  Bush,  25  Ga.  594,  71 

5.  Note:  78  A.  S.  R.  188.  Am.  Dee.  193;  Woods  v.  Irwin,  141 

6.  Baker  v.  Bush,  25  Ga.  594,  71  Pa.  St  278,  21  AU.  603,  23  A.  S.  B. 
Am.  Dec.  193;  Haskell  t.  Manson,  200  282. 

Mass.  599,  86  N.  E.  937,  128  A.  S.  R.  10.  Woods  v.  Irwin,  141  Pa.  St.  278, 

452;  Halliburton  v.  Carson,  100  N.  21  Atl.  603,  23  A.  S.  R.  282. 

C.  99,  5  S.  E.  912,  6  A.  S.  B.  565;  11.  Steele  v.  Steele,  64  Ala.  438,  38 

In  re  Claghorn,  181  Pa.  St.  600,  37  Am.  Rep.  16. 

Atl.  918,  59  A.  S.  R.  680;  In  re  Rown-  12.  Halliburton  v.  Carson,  100  N. 

son,  29  Ch.  D.  358,  54  L.  J.  Ch.  950,  C.  99,  5  S.  E.  912,  6  A.  S.  R.  565. 

52  L.  T.  N.  S.  825,  33  W.  R.  604,  9  13.  Gordon  v.  McDougall,  84  Miss. 

Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  342.  715,  37  So.  298,  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  355 

Note:  2  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  164.  and  note.   See  supra,  par.  218,  as  to 

7.  Halliburton  t.  Carson,  100  N.  C.  xevival  of  elaima  fay  wiU. 
99,  5  S.  E.  912,  6  A.  S.  R.  565. 
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be  pnid.**  Even  in  cases  of  suits  against  an  executor  or  administrator 
in  his  representative  capacity  on  a  debt  barred  by  the  statute,  the 
right  to  waive  the  statute  is  recognized,  and  in  such  cases  the  judg- 
ment entered  against  him  may  nevertheless  be  de  bonis  testatoris  and 
cannot  be  questioned  thereafter  on  distribution  of  the  estate.**  And 
it  seems  that  this  right  to  waive  the  statute  exists  not  only  in  regard 
to  claims  of  third  persons  against  the  estate  but  even  as  to  claims 
due  by  the  decedent  to  the  personal  representative  himself.*'  The 
written  acknowledgment  by  the  decedent,  required  to  take  a  claim 
against  him  out  of  the  statute  of  limitations,  is  such  an  acknowledg- 
ment as  would  have  saved  the  action  against  the  decedent  if  he  had 
not  died." 

242.  Restrictions  on  Right  of  Waiver. — ^In  spite  of  the  widespread 
approval  of  the  rule  permitting  an  executor  or  administrator  to  waive 
the  statute  of  limitations  in  regard  to  claims  against  a  decedent's 
estate,**  this  rule  has  not  received  universal  approval."  Even  while 
declaring  the  power  of  the  executor  or  administrator  in  the  premises, 
it  has  been  declared  that  in  many  states,  either  under  statute  or  deci- 
sions, a  debt  barred  in  the  lifetime  of  the  decedent  cannot  be  revived 
by  his  representative,*"  and  in  the  same  state  it  has  been  held  the 
duty  of  an  executor  or  administrator  to  plead  the  special  statute  which 
began  to  run  from  the  issue  of  letters  and  notice.*  His  discretion 
in  the  matter  is  denied,  not  only  as  regards  claims  barred  during 
the  lifetime  of  the  decedent  but  even  as  to  debts  against  which  the 
bar  attached  after  the  death  of  the  original  debtor*  And  it  is 
declared  to  be  his  duty  to  interpose  limitations  against  claims  pre- 
sented for  allowance,*  except  when  this  action  would  be  detrimental 
to  the  estate.  For  example,  he  need  not  plead  the  statute  in  an  action 
by  a  vendor  to  recover  a  balance  due  by  an  intestate  under  a  con- 
tract for  the  sale  of  land  by  which  the  vendor  is  to  make  title  when 
the  amount  is  paid,  since  pleading  the  statute  would  have  the  effect 
of  defeating  the  vendee's  title.*  Even  in  jurisdictions  recognizing  the 
general  right  of  the  personal  representative  to  waive  the  statute  of 
limitations  in  regard  to  claims  against  the  estate  a  few  exceptions  have 

14.  HaUibnrton  Carson,  100  K.  C.  599,  86  N.  E.  937,  128  A.  S.  R.  452. 
99,  5  S.  E.  912,  6  A.  S.  R.  565.  1.  Heath  v.  Wells,  6  Pick.  (Mass.) 

15.  In  re  Glaghom,  181  Pa.  St.  600,  140, 16  Am.  Dee.  383;  Dawes  t.  Shed, 
37  All.  918,  59  A.  S.  R.  680.  15  Mass.  6,  8  Am.  Dec.  80. 

16.  Baker  v.  Bush,  25  Ga.  594,  71  2.  Dem  v.  Olsen,  18  Idaho  358,  110 
Am.  Dee.  193.  Pac.  164,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  1  and  note, 

17.  Seara  v.  Howe,  80  Conn.  414,  L.R.A.  1915B  1016. 

68  Atl.  983,  12  Ann.  Cas.  809  and  Note:  2  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  164. 

note.  3.  McCoy  v.  Morrow,  18  III.  519, 

18.  See  supra,  par.  241.  68  Am.  Dee.  578;  Estes  v.  Browning, 

19.  Notes:  78  A.  S.  R.  .189;  32  11  Tex.  237,  60  Am.  Dee.  238. 
L.R.A.  687.  4.  Estes  v.  Browninft  11  Tex.  237, 

20.  Haskell  v.  Manson,  200  Mass.  60  Am.  Dec.  238. 
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occasionally  been  recognized.  Thus,  in  some  states  the  right  is  not 
recognized  after  the  bar  of  the  statute  has  been  declared  by  a  court 
of  competent  jurisdiction.*  It  has  also  been  held  that  though  the 
personal  representative  is  not  bound  to  plead  the  statute  if  the  per- 
sonal assets  in  his  hands  are  sufficient  to  pay  the  decedent's  debts, 
he  has  no  such  discretionary  power  of  waiver  where  a  resort  to  realty 
is  necessary  to  raise  a  fund  to  pay  debts.*  In  several  jurisdictions 
it  is  the  rule  that  a  personal  representative  cannot  waive  the  protection 
4  of  the  statute  of  limitations  as  to  a  debt  which  was  already  barred  at 

4  the  death  of  the  debtor,  but  that  he  may  waive  it  as  to  a  debt  becom- 

ing barred  subsequently.'  So  it  has  been  said  that  there  is  a  dis- 
tinction between  the  right  of  an  executor  to  revive  an  indebtedness 
against  his  testator's  estate  and  his  right  to  acknowledge  and  keep 
in  force  a  subsisting  obligation  by  making  payments  on  the  principal 
debt  or  by  way  of  keeping  down  the  interest,  in  that  in  the  one  ease 
he  creates  an  indebtedness,  while  in  the  other  he  performs  a  moral 
obligation  and  executes  a  duty  recognized  by  law*  In  some  cases 
the  question  as  to  the  duty  of  the  executor  or  administrator  in  plead- 
ing or  waiving  the  statute  seems  to  depend  on  his  knowledge  of  the 
particular  facts  of  the  case  so  that  it  becomes  his  duty  to  interpose 
the  statute  only  when  under  the  facts  known  to  exist  it  can  avail 
as  a  successful  defense.* 

243.  Promise  to  Pay  Claim  by  Executor  or  Administrator. — In 
addition  to  the  question  as  to  the  extent  of  the  power  of  an  executor 
or  administrator  to  waive  the  statute  of  limitations  in  re^rd  to  claims 
against  the  estate  '*  another  question  frequently  arises  which,  though 
closely  allied  to  the  former,  is  essentially  distinct  therefrom.  This 
ia  whether  a  personal  representative  by  acknowledging  or  mak- 
ing a  promise  to  pay  a  claim  or  debt  of  the  decedeiit  is  bound  thereby 
either  in  his  representative  or  personal  character.  The  jE^eneral  rule 
is  that  neither  an  administrator  nor  an  executor  can  ratify  or  revive 
the  void  transactions  of  the  decedent,*'  or  make  a  contract  binding 
on  the  estate  to  pay  an  invalid  and  void  claim  or  debt.*'  Similarly, 
a  mere  admission  by  an  executor  or  administrator  of  some  fact  affect- 
ing the  liability  of  the  estate  is  not  evidence  against  the  estate.^* 
Hence,  a  promise  by  an  executor  or  administrator  to  pay  a  barred 

5.  Note:  2  Eng.  Ral.  Cas.  164.  10.  See  supra,  par.  241,  242. 

6.  Pollard  v.  Scears,  28  Ala.  484,  11.  Smith  v.  Brennan,  62  Mich.  349, 
66  Am.  Dec.  364.  28  N.  W.  892,  4  A.  S.  R.  867. 

7.  Hunter  v.  Hanter,  63  S.  C.  78,  12.  Shepherd  v.  Young,  8  Gray 
41  S.  E.  33,  00  A.  B.  R.  663  and  (Mass.)  152,  69  Am.  Dec.  242 ;  Haskell 
note.  V.  MansoD,  200  Mass.  599,  86  N.  E. 

Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  10.  937,  128  A.  S.  R.  452;  Barry  v.  Lam- 

8.  Holly  V.  Gibbons,  176  N.  T.  520,  bert,  98  N.  Y.  300,  50  Am.  Rep.  677. 
68  N.  E.  889,  98  A.  S.  R.  694.  13.  Brown  v.  Brown,  56  Conn.  249, 

9.  Roberts  v.  Rogers,  28  Miss.  152,  14  AU.  718,  7  A.  S.  B.  307. 
61  Am.  Dec.  542. 
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claim  does  not  take  the  claim  out  of  the  operation  of  the  statute 
of  limitations,'*  and,  a  fortiori,  his  mere  acknowledgment  of  the  debt 
will  not  have  such  effect."'  Such  an  acknowledgment  will  not  pre- 
clude him  from  pleading  the  statute  when  the  claim  is  presented  fur 
allowance.'*  Even  an  express  promise,  it  is  held,  not  to  plead  the 
statute  against  a  certain  creditor  when  he  presents  his  claim  does 
not  bind  the  estate.''  In  some  cases,  however,  the  effect  of  the 
acknowledgment  or  promise  is  made  to  rest  on  the  presence  or  absence 
of  a  real  consideration  for  such  promise.  Without  a  new  valid  con- 
sideration the  promise  of  the  executor 'or  administrator  is  treated  aa 
a  nullity.  And  it  has  been  held  that  a  note  given  by  an  executor 
or  administrator  for  the  debt  of  his  testator,  without  any  new  consid- 
eration^  and  after  the  time  to  file  claims  has  expired,  and  when  it  has 
never  been  allowed  or  ordered  paid  by  the  court,  is  without  consid- 
eration.'^ In  other  cases  the  question  hingea  on  a  matter  of  plead- 
ing, it  being  held  that  on  the  trial  of  an  issue  upon  the  assumpsit  of 
the  testator,  evidence  was  not  admis^ble  showing  a  promise  or  engage- 
ment on  behalf  of  the  executor. '• 

244.  View  that  Estate  Is  Bound  by  Promise. — The  view  that  a 
promise  by  an  executor  to  pay  the  debt  of  the  decedent  is  not  bind- 
ing on  the  estate*®  is  not  recognized  in  all  jurisdictions.  In  some 
states  the  declarations,  admissions,  and  promises  of  an  executor  or 
administrator  after  he  has  been  clothed  with  his  fiduciary  character, 
takes  the  claim  out  of  the  statute  of  limitations  and  establishes  the 
original  demand  against  the  estate.'  Under  this  rule,  an  adminis- 
trator or  executor  may  revive  a  barred  claim  and  make  it  enforceable 
against  the  estate  by  an  acknowledgment  of  the  continuing  liability 
of  the  decedent  or  by  an  express  promise  to  pay.*  Provisions  in  the 
will  relating  to  the  payment  of  debts  are  sometimes  relied  upon  as 
authorizing  an  executor  to  pay  debts  which  otherwise  would  be 
unenforceable  against  the  estate.  The  general  rule  is  that  where  the 
personal  representative  has  unquestioned  authority  from  his  decedent 
to  make  payment  on  an  indebtedness  his  acts  in  so  doing  will  bind 

14.  Henderson  t.  Ilsley,  11  Smedea  37  Atl.  918,  59  A.  S.  R.  680. 

&  M.  (Miss.)  9,  49  Am.  Dec.  41;  18.  Genoania  Bank  v.  Michand,  62 

Fisher  v.  Duncan,  1  Hen.  &  M.  (Va.)  Minn.  459,  65  N.  W.  70,  54  A.  S.  B. 

563,  3  Am.  Dec.  605;  Seig  v.  Aeord,  21  653,  30  L.R.A.  286. 

Grat.  (Va.)  365,  8  Am.  Rep.  605.  19.  Qiiarles  v.  Littlepage,  2  Hen.  & 

15.  Peck  V.  Botsford,  7  Conn.  172,  M.  (Va.)  401,  3  Am.  Dee.  637. 
18  Am.  Dec.  92;  Moore  v.  Hillebrant,  20.  See  supra,  par.  243. 

14  Tex.  312,  65  Am.  Dec.  118;  Seig  v.  1.  Lawson  v.  Powell,  31  Ga.  681, 

Aeord,  21  Grat.  (Va.)  366,  a  Am.  Rrip.  79  Am.  Dec.  296;  Shreve  v.  Joyce, 

605.  36  N.  J.  L.  44,  13  Am.  Rep.  417. 

16.  Fritz  y.  Thomas,  1  Whart.  (Pa.)  2.  Davis  v.  French,  20  Me.  21,  37 
66,  29  Am.  Dec.  39  and  note.  Am.  Dec.  36. 

17.  In  re  Claghom,  181  Pa.  St.  600,  Note:  52  A.  S.  R.  123. 
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those  he  represents  to  the  extent  of  creating  a  new  promise  and  tak- 
ing an  indebtedness  otherwise  barred  out  of  the  statute  of  limitations  ■ 
245.  Personal  Liability  of  Executor  or  Administrator. — An  exec- 
utor or  administrator  may  become  bound  personally  upon  making  a 
promise  to  pay  the  debt  of  the  decedent,*  provided  his  promise  is 
founded  on  a  proper  consideration.  Thus  it  has  been  held  that  an 
administrator  is  not  personally  liable  to  the  payee  on  a  promissory 
note  given  in  the  name  of  the  estate  for  a  debt  of  the  deceased  with- 
out any  new  consideration,  and  when  the  time  to  Rle  claims  has 
expired,  and  when  the  probate  court  has  never  allowed  the  claim 
or  ordered  it  paid.'  But  forbearance  on  the  part  of  the  creditor  to 
press  his  claim  for  a  time  has  been  considered  adequate  considera- 
tion  •  It  has  also  been  held  that  the  promise  of  an  executor  to  pay 
an  heir  at  law  money  in  order  to  induce  him  to  desist  from  opposition 
to  the  will  is  on  sufficient  consideration,  and  binding.'  Likewise 
it  has  been  held  that  where  the  executor  or  administrator  makes  a 
promise  to  pay  for  goods  delivered  to  children  of  the  decedent,  by 
his  orders,  be  will  be  personally  bound,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  he  is  authorized  by  the  will  to  supply  goods  to  the  children, 
and  both  he  and  the  creditor  expect  payment  to  be  made  from  the 
estate.'  In  accordance  with  these  principles,  if  the  personal  repre- 
sentative by  a  new  promise  revives  a  debt  already  barred  by  the 
statute  of  limitations  or  prolongs  the  life  of  one  not  yet  barred,  the 
contract  may  be  treated  as  his  own  so  that  he  becomes  personally 
answerable,*  though  he  may  be  entitled  to  credit  therefor  on  his  ac- 
counting.*® The  promise  to  pay  the  debt  may  be  conditional,  but 
when  the  condition  has  been  performed  the  promise  becomes  opera- 
tive to  render  the  representative  liable,"  notwithstanding  the  bar  of 
limitations.'*  In  some  jurisdictions  the  existence  of  assets  seems  to 
be  the  equivalent  of  a  consideration  for  the  making  of  a  promise  by 

3.  Note:  Ann.  Caa.  1912A  14.  See  nan,  7  Grat.  (Va.)  300,  66  Am.  Dee. 
also  supra,  par.  218.  3.12. 

4.  Painter  v.  Kaiser,  27  Nev.  421,  7.  Bellows  t.  Sowles,  67  Vt.  164,  52 
76  Pac  747, 103  A.  S.  R.  772,  1  Ann.  Am.  Rep- 118. 

Cas.  765,  65  L.R.A.  672;  McGrath  v.         Sanford  v  Howard,  29  Ala.  684, 

Barnes,  13  S.  C.  328,  36  Am.  Rep.  ^Xr     -.o  i. 

QQ-j  9-  Dem  v.  Olsen,  18  Idaho  358,  110 

5:  Germania  Bank  v.  Mirfiand,  62  ftA^^^^'^Sfk^^l^^^rfS""^' 
IT-  «  AKo  Hc  XT  w  A    C  O    L.K.A.  1915B  1016;  In  re  Claghom, 

^oft^'  ®'       181  Pa.  St.  600,  37  AU.  918769  iL 

6.  Davis  v.  French,  20  Me.  21,  37    'lo.'  See'snpra,  par.  241. 
Am.  Dec.  36  and  note;  Painter  v.  Kai-     n.  Painter  v.  Kaiser,  27  Nev,  421, 
aer,  27  Nev.  421,  76  Pac.  747,  103  76  Pac.  747,  103  A.  S.  R.  772,  1  Ann. 
A.  S.  R.  772,  1  Ann.  Cas.  765,  65  Cas.  765,  65  L.R.A.  672. 
L.R.A.  672;  Noblet  v.  Green,  13  N.  G.     12.  Cobham  v.  Mosely,  3  N.  G.  6, 
617,  21  Am.  Dee.  347;  Snead  t.  Cole-  2  Am.  Dee.  612. 
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the  executor  or  administrator,  so  that  an  executor  who  promises  to 
pay  a  debt  of  his  testator  and  has  assets  at  the  time  of  the  promise^ 
is  held  to  be  personally  liable.''  This  rule  is  most  frequently  applied 
to  legacies,  so  that  where  there  are  assets  sufficient  to  pay  the  legacy 
at  the  time  of  making  the  promise,  it  is  obligatory  and  may  be 
enforced  by  an  action  at  law  against  the  executor  individually.** 

246.  Ri^;ht  of  Subrogation. — As  a  general  rule  an  executor  or 
administrator  who  uses  his  own  funds  to  pay  debts  and  pecuniary 
legacies,  is  entitled  to  be  subrogated  to  the  rights  of  the  creditors 
and  legatees.'*  But  he  must  make  the  payment  in  good  faith.  If 
at  the  time  of  payment  he  knew  that  the  estate  was  insolvent,  and 
voluntarily  paid  the  debt  with  the  view  of  making  the  heir  his 
debtor  and  removing  from  the  proper  forum  the  question  of  the 
validity  of  the  debt,  he  will  not  be  entitled  to  relief.'*  If  the  claim 
against  the  estate  in  his  charge  is  in  fact  invalid,  but  the  payment 
was  made  in  good  faith,  the  executor  or  administrator  may  still  be 
protected  if  he  acted  under  the  circumstances  as  a  prudent  person 
would  do  in  managing  his  own  affairs.  This  applies  to  voluntary 
payments,  but  when  a  payment  is  made  pursuant  to  the  judgment 
of  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  against  the  personal  representa- 
tive it  is  not  his  voluntary  act  but  a  compliance  with  a  mandate 
of  the  court  and  under  compulsion.  When  such  a  payment  is  assailed 
the  question  is  not  merely  whether  he  was  negligent  in  the  conduct 
of  the  suit  leading  to  the  judgment,  but  whether  he  acted  in  such 
bad  faith  toward  his  trust  or  in  such  utter  disregard  of  his  duty 
as  will  warrant  a  court  in  setting  aside  the  judgment  or  in  depriv- 
ing him  of  any  equitable  right  to  be  subrogated  to  the  position  of 
the  judgment  creditor."  Ordinarily  an  administrator  has  a  right  to 
proceed  in  equity  against  the  heirs  for  reimbursement  where  he  has 
paid  a  debt  of  his  decedent  of  which  he  was  not  aware  when  he 
distributed  the  estate.'*  So,  where  an  executor  has  advanced  money 
to  the  estate,  by  paying  the  claims  of  creditors,  he  may  be  entitled 
to  stand  in  the  place  of  the  creditors  in  a  suit  instituted  by  other 
creditors  to  have  the  real  estate  subjected  to  the  payment  of  their 
debts,''  And  not  only  may  the  right  of  subrogation  exist  as  against 
the  beneficiaries  of  the  estate,  but  also  in  a  proper  case  against  one 
who  has  succeeded  to  the  position  of  administrator.    Thus,  where 

13.  Sleighter  v.  Harrington,  4  N.  C.  16.  Williams  v.  Williams,  17  N.  C. 
679,  7  Am.  Dec.  715.  69,  22  Am.  Dec.  729. 

14.  McGrath  v.  Barnes,  13  S.  C.  328,  17.  Parks  v.  McDaniel,  75  S,  C.  7, 
36  Am.  Rep.  687;  Snead  v.  Coleman,  54  S.  E.  801,  117  A.  S.  R.  878. 

7  Grat.  (Va.)  300,  56  Am.  Dec.  112.      18.  Tomer  v.  Egerton,  1  Gill  &  J. 

15.  Earle  v.  Coberly,  65  W.  Va.  163,  (Md.)  430,  19  Am.  Dee.  235. 

64  S.  E.  628,  17  Ann.  Cas.  479.   See     19.  Kinney   v.   Harvey,  2  Leigh 
supra,  par.  195,  as  to  right  to  elaim  (Va.)  70,  21  Am.  Dec.  597. 
credit  in  accounts. 
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an  administrator  paid  debts  of  his  intestate  out  of  his  own  funds, 
expecting  assets,  and  was  removed  before  they  came  to  hand,  it  was 
held  that  he  was  entitled  to  maintain  a  suit  in  equity  against  the 
subsequent  administrator  who  had  received  assets  as  well  as  against 
the  heirs  for  reimbursement'* 

247.  Independent  Right  of  Heh^  to  Plead  Statutes. — It  is  some- 
times held  that  the  beneficiaries  may  insist  that  the  personal  repre- 
sentative sball  set  up  the  statute  of  limitations,'  and  the  right  of 
all  the  beneficiaries  to  agree  that  the  statute  of  limitations  shall  not 
be  interposed  as  a  defense  to  a  particular  claim,  has  been  recognized 
So  also,  it  has  been  held  that  when  an  estate  is  insolvent  each  cred- 
itor becomes  vitally  interested  in  the  fund  to  be  distributed,  and  may 
interpose  objections  to  the  allowance  of  claims  of  other  creditors  on 
the  ground  tliat  they  have  been  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations, 
notwithstanding  the  personal  representative's  recognition  of  the  claim 
The  court  so  holding,  however,  in  an  earlier  case  took  the  position 
that  in  the  absence  of  fraud  creditors  could  not  attack  a  judgment 
confessed  by  an  executor  on  the  ground  that  the  claim  was  barred  * 
by  limitations  at  the  time  of  the  confession,  even  though  the  estate 
was  insolvent.  And  it  has  further  been  held  that  where  the  exec- 
utor or  administrator  refuses  to  plead  limitations  the  distributee? 
cannot  on  motion  be  made  parties  to  the  cause  for  the  purpose  of 
interposing  the  plea Generally  an  executor  or  administrator  has 
no  power  to  renew  a  debt  of  the  decedent  barred  by  the  statute  of 
limitations,  so  as  to  make  it  effectual  as  to  the  decedent's  lands;* 
and  the  heirs  are  entitled,  as  against  creditors  seeking  to  charge  the 
real  estate,  to  plead  the  statute  or  any  other  lawful  defense,  unaffected 
by  the  act  or  admission  of  the  executor.' 

Funeral  Expenses 

248.  Duty  as  to  Arrangement  of  Funeral. — The  common  law  of 
England  never  recognized  any  property  right  in  a  dead  body  *  Yet 
the  executors  were  prima  facie  the  persons  entitled  to  the  possession, 
and  upon  them  rested  the  duty  to  provide  for  the  burial  or  decent 
disposal  of  the  body  of  the  decedent*  If  there  were  no  representativei, 

20.  MoaltOD  y.  Smith,  16  R.  I.  126,     6.  Steele  v.  Steele,  64  Ala.  438,  38 

12  Atl.  891,  27  A.  S.  R.  728.  Am.  Rep.  15. 

1.  Note:  9  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  350.  7.  Steele  v.  Steele,  64  Ala.  438,  38 

2.  Young  V.  Weed,  154  Pa.  St.  316,  Am.  Rep.  15;  Riser  v.  Snoddy,  7  Ind. 
26  Atl.  420,  35  A.  S.  R.  839.  442,  66  Am.  Dee.  740. 

3.  In  re  Claghom,  181  Pa.  St.  600,  8.  Note:  8  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  476.  See 
37  Atl.  918,  59  A.  S.  R.  680.  also  Dead  Body,  vol.  8.  p.  684. 

4.  Woods  v.  Irwin,  141  Pa.  St.  278,  9.  Patterson  v.  Patterson,  69  N.  Y. 
21  Atl.  603,  23  A.  S.  R.  282.  574,  17  Am.  Rep.  384;  Wynkoop  v. 

6.  Ex  parte  Perryman,  26  Ala.  79,  Wynkoop,  42  Pa.  St.  293,  82  Am.  Dee. 
60  Am.  Deo.  494.  506  and  note:  Woodard  t.  Woodaid. 
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the  common  law  cast  upon  the  person  in  whose  house  the  deceased 
died  the  duty  of  carrying  the  corpse  decently  covered  to  the  place 
of  burial.'*  The  foregoing  rules  of  the  common  law  appear  to  bo 
largely  obsolete,  for  under  nearly  all  modem  systems  of  law  letters 
testamentary  or  of  administration  are  seldom  issued  before  the  fu- 
neral has  taken  place.'*  The  view  most  widely  approved  to-day  is 
that  the  custody  of  the.  corpse  and  the  right  of  burial  do  not  belong 
to  the  executor  or  administrator,  but  to  the  next  of  kin,  or  to  the 
relatives  who  are  near  to  the  deceased  at  the  time,  and  that  the  courts 
possess  the  power  to  protect  such  next  of  kin  in  the  exercise  of  this 
right.** 

249.  Nature  of  Liability  as  to  Funeral  Expenses. — At  common  law 
funeral  expenses  were  treated  as  debts  as  to  which  the  executor  or 
administrator  was  liable  on  an  implied  promise  to  pay  for  a  funeral 
service  suitable  to  the  degree  and  circumstances  of  the  deceased  fur- 
nished by  the  directions  of  a  third  person  provided  that  he  had  assets 
sufficient  for  that  purpose.'*  Some  authorities  hold  that  funeral 
charges  are  not,  strictly  speaking,  expenses  of  administration,  but  are 
to  be  classed  with  debts  of  the  estate,  on  which  an  action  at  law  may  be 
brought  against  tlie  executor  in  his  representative  capacity,  to  obtain 
a  judgment  payable  in  due  course  of  administration.'*  Other  author- 
ities are  to  tlie  effect  that  a  claim  for  funeral  expenses  is  not  a  debt 
of  the  decedent,  but  a  charge  against  the  estate  imposed  by  law  from 
the  peculiar  necessities  of  the  situation."  It  is  said  that  the  law 
pledges  the  credit  of  the  estate  for  the  payment  of  such  expenses 
as  are  reasonably  incurred  after  the  death  and  before  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  administrator,'*  and  that  this  is  a  proper  and  a  neces- 
sary rule  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  burial  must  often  be  provided 

36  S.  C.  118,  15  S.  E.  355,  16  L.R.A.  14.  Golden  Gate  Undertaking  Co.  v. 

743.  Taylor,  168  Cal.  94,  141  Pac.  922,  52 

Notes:  2  Eng.  Rul.  Caa.  147;  8  Eng.  I>.R.A.(N.S.)  1152  and  note;  Fogg  v. 

Rul.  Cas.  476.  Holbrook,  88  Me.  169,  33  AtL  792, 

10.  Note:  2  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  147,  143.  33  L.R.A.  660. 

11.  Renihan  v.  Wright,  125  Ind.  536,  Note:  14  L.R.A.  85. 

25  N.  E.  822,  21  A.  S.  R.  249,  9  15.  Hildebrand  v.  Kinney,  172  Ind. 
L.R.A.  614.  447,  87  N.  E.  832,  19  Ann.  Caa.  788; 

12.  Renihan  v.  Wright,  125  Ind.  536,  Snyder  v.  Thieme,  etc.,  Brewing  Co., 
25  N.  E.  822,  21  A.  S.  R.  249,  9  173  Ind.  659,  90  N.  E.  314,  Ann. 
L.RA.  514;  Lenderink  v.  Sawyer,  02  Caa.  1912A  774;  Fogg  v.  Holbrook,  88 
Neb.  587,  138  N.  W.  744,  Ann.  Caa,  Me.  169,  33  Atl.  792,  33  L.R.A.  660 
1914A  261;  Wynkoop  v.  Wynkoop,  42  and  note;  Patterson  v.  Patterson,  59 
Pa.  St  293,  82  Am.  Dec.  506.  N.  Y.  574,  17  Am.  Rep.  384. 

13.  Gavle  v.  Johnston,  72  Ala.  254,  16.  Sweeney  v.  Mutdoon,  139  Mass. 
47  Am.  Rep.  405;  Patterson  v.  Pat-  304,  31  N.  E.  720,  62  Am.  Rep.  708; 
terson,  59  N.  Y.  574, 17  Am.  Rep.  384.  O'Reilly  v.  Kellv,  22  R.  I.  161,  46 

Notes:  33  L.R.A.  661,  663  ;  2  Eng.  Atl.  681,  84  A.  S.  B.  833,  60  L.RA. 
BoL  Caa.  148.  483. 
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for  before  an  executor  or  administrator  can  be  appointed.*'  Without 
a  too  strict  dependence  on  the  theory  for  their  action  the  courts  are 
accustomed  to  allow  reasonable  funeral  expenses  as  proper  charges 
against  the  estate,**  even  though  they  were  not  ordered  or  author- 
ized by  the  administrator.**  Hence,  an  undertaker  may  be  justified 
in  furnishing  the  necessary  service  upon  the  request  of  anyone  so 
related  to  the  decedent  as  to  exclude  the  idea  of  officious  interference.'* 
It  should  be  noted  however  that  in  some  jurisdictions  the  courts  have 
refused  to  hold  an  administrator  liable,  either  personally  or  in  his 
representative  capacity,  for  the  funeral  expenses  of  his  intestate,  unless 
he  has  contracted  for  them  or  expressly  promised  to  pay  them. 
Hence,  one  who  of  his  own  motion  buries  a  deceased  pennon,  with- 
out notice  to  the  administrator,  cannot  sue  him  and  recover  for  the 
expenses ;  *  and  this  rigorous  rule  is  especially  applicable  where  a 
mere  volunteer  pays  the  funeral  expense  of  a  deceased.'  Likewise, 
it  has  been  held  that  an  administrator  of  a  deceased  person  is  not 
liable  for  the  latter's  funeral  expenses  where  the  credit  therefor  is 
extended  to  a  third  person  on  the  express  promise  of  such  person  to 
pay  the  bill  • 

250.  Amount  of  Expense  Allowed. — The  cost  and  amount  of  the 
funeral  expenses  and  burial  of  a  decedent  should  in  all  cases  be 
reasonable  and  correspond  with  the  circumstances  and  social  con- 
dition of  the  decedent,  including  his  station  in  life  and  the  value  of 
his  estate.*  It  is  also  proper  to  consider  whether  the  rights  of  cred- 
itors are  involved  and  the  probability  of  the  solvency  of  the  estate,* 
for,  as  has  been  said,  justice  to  creditors,  as  well  as  to  one's  surviv- 
ing family,  demands  that  there  should  be  no  extravagant  outlay  to 
their  prejudice.*  The  obtaining  of  flowers  for  the  fuueral  of  a  dece- 


17.  Matter  of  Hincheon,  159  Cal.  1.  Gregory  v.  Hooker,  8  N.  C.  394, 
755,  116  Pae.  47,  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  303.  9  Am.  Dec.  646  and  note. 

18.  Fields  v.  Case,  137  Ga.  147,  72      2.  Note:  23  L.R.A.  129. 

S.  E.  899,  Ann.  Cas.  1013 A  1266;  3.  Kenvon  v.  Brightwell,  120  Ga. 
Hildebrand  v.  Kinney,  172  Ind.  447,  606,  48  S.  E.  124,  1  Ann.  Cas.  169. 
87  N.  E.  832,  19  Ann.  Cas.  788;  4.  Golden  Gate  Undertaking  Co.  v. 
Shaeffer  v.  Shaeffer,  54  Md.  679,  39  Taylor,  168  Cal.  94,  141  Pae.  922,  52 
Am.  Rep.  406;  McClellan  v.  Pilson,  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1152  and  note;  Fields  v. 
44  Ohio  St.  184,  5  N.  E.  861,  68  Am.  Case,  137  Ga.  147,  72  S.  E.  899,  Ann. 
Rep,  814.  Cas.  1913A  1266;  Foley  v.  Broeksmit, 

Note:  33  L.R.A.  660.  119  la.  457,  93  N.  W.  344,  97  A.  S. 

19.  Golden  Gate  Undertaking  Co.  v.  R.  324,  60  L.R.A.  571:  Kroil  v.  Close, 
Taylor,  168  Cal.  94,  141  Pae.  922,  52  82  Ohio  St.  190,  92  N.  E.  29,  28  L.R.A. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  1152  and  note;  Foley  v.  (N.S.)  571;  Wynkoop  v.  Wynkoop, 
Broeksmit,  119  la.  457,  93  N.  W.  344,  42  Pa.  St  293,  82  Am.  Dec  506  EDd 
97  A.  S.  R.  324,  60  L.R.A.  571.  note. 

Note :  23  L.R.A.  129.  5.  Qayle  t.  Johnston,  72  Ala.  254, 

20.  Golden  Gate  Undertaking  Co.  v.  47  Am.  Rep.  405. 

Taylor,  168  Cal.  94,  141  Pac.  922,  52  6.  Foley  v.  Broeksmit,  119  la.  457. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  U52  and  not*  93  N.  W.  344,  97  A.  S.  R.  324,  60 
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dent,  while  not  a  necessity,  is  usually  considered  appropriate  and  in 
harmony  with  the  feelings  and  sentiments  of  our  common  human- 
ity, and  therefore  may  give  rise  to  a  valid  charge  against  bis  estate.' 
If  a  person  having  an  ample  estate  dies  while  traveling  in  a  foreign 
country,  there  is  a  legal  liability  on  the  part  of  bis  estate  for  serv- 
ices in  connection  with  embalming  and  transporting  his  body  from 
the  place  of  death  to  the  place  of  burial.^  The  reasonableness  of  an 
allowance  to  the  administrator  for  funeral  expenses  of  the  deceased 
is  in  nearly  all  cases  subject  to  the  review  of  the  court.*  At  the 
common  law  where  a  person  died  insolvent,  the  rule  was  that  no  more 
should  be  allowed  for  a  funeral  than  is  necessary;  at  first  only  forty 
shilling,  then  five  pounds,  and  at  last  ten  pounds.  Under  modern 
conditions  no  definite  scale  of  approved  funeral  expenses  is  recognized, 
but  each  case  must  depend  on  its  own  facts  and  circumstances  in 
reaching  a  conclusion  as  to  the  reasonableness  of  the  amount.^* 

251.  Funeral  Expenses  of  Harried  Women. — ^At  the  common  law 
a  husband  was  bound  to  bury  his  wife  in  a  manner  suitable  to  her 
station  in  life  and  to  pay  her  funeral  expenses  without  reference  to 
any  title  to  the  property  obtained  through  her.^^  This  duty  is  said 
to  have  grown  out  of  the  obligation  on  the  husband  to  provide  her 
with  necessaries  in  life.**  And  the  general  rule  to-day  is  that  when 
a  married  woman  dies,  leaving  a  husband  surviving  her,  the  husband 
is  primarily  liable,  and  not  the  estate  of  the  deceased,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  her  funeral  expenses.**  If  he  pays  them  he  will  not  be 
entiUed  to  be  reimbursed  out  of  his  wife's  estate;  **  and  if  a  stranger 
pays  them  he  may  be  entitled  to  recover  from  the  husband  the  amount 
of  such  expenses.^'  This  duty  to  pay  for  the  funeral  expenses  of 
the  wife  is  not  impaired  by  the  fact  that  at  the  time  of  death  she 

L.R.A.  571;  Kroll  v.  Close,  82  Ohio  Cas.  148;  8  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  477. 

St.  190,  92  N.  E.  29,  28  L.R.A.(N.S.)      12.  Smyley  v.  Reese,  53  Ala.  89,  25. 

571.  Am.  Rep.  598 ;  Kenyon  v.  Brightwell, 

7.  OHeilly  v.  Kelly,  22  R.  L  151,  120  Ga.  606.  48  S.  B.  124,  1  Ann. 
46  AtL  681,  84  A.  S.  R.  833,  60  L.R.A.  Cas.  169. 

483.  13.  Kenyon  v.  Brightwell,  120  Ga. 

8.  Parry's  Estate,  188  Pa.  St  38,  606,  48  S.  E.  124,  1  Ana.  Caa.  169 
41  Atl.  384,  68  A.  S.  R.  860.  and  note;  Oallaway  v.  McPhersoa,  67 

9.  Hildebrand  v.  Kinney,  172  Ind.  Mich.  646,  35  N.  W.  114,  11  A.  8.  R 
447,  87  N.  £.  832,  19  Ann.  Cas.  788  ;  596. 

Kroll  T.  Close,  82  Ohio  St.  190,  92  N.  Note:  62  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1154.  See 
E.  29,  28  LJ{.A.(N.S.)  671.  infra,  par.  253,  as  to  monuments  and 

10.  Stay  T.  Punter,  3  Atk.  119,  2  tombstones. 

Eng.  Rnl.  Cas.  147.  14.  Kettezer  t.  Nelson,  146  Ey.  7, 

11.  Kenyon  v.  Brightwell,  120  Ga.  141  S.  W.  409,  37  L.R.A.(N.S.)  764 
606,  48  S.  E.  124,  1  Ann.  Cas.  169:  and  note. 

Sears  t.  Oidd^,  41  Mich.  690, 2  N.  W.  16.  Smyley  t.  Reese,  63  Ala.  80,  26 
^17,  32  Am.  Rep.  168.  Am.  Rep.  &9& 

Notes:  33  L.RA.  662  ;  2  Eng.  BnL 
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was  living  apart  from  her  husband.**  When  the  husband  fails  to  pay 
the  funeral  expenses  of  the  wife,  her  estate  is  liaise.''  In  some  juris- 
dictions the  rule  of  the  common  law  has  been  altered  by  statute 
and  the  estate  of  the  wife  has  been  made  primarily  liable  for  the 
cost  of  her  funeral.  Hence,  it  has  been  held,  when  the  husbnnd 
pays  the  funeral  expenses  of  the  wife  he  may  recover  them  from  her 
executor.'^  For  Uke  reason,  where  such  a  rule  prevails,  a  husband  who 
administers  upon  the  estate  of  his  deceased  wife  is  entitled  to  retain 
therefrom  the  funeral  and  probate  expenses  paid  by  him.** 

252.  Funerals  of  Minor  Children. — The  cases  are  unanimous  in 
holding  that  it  is  tlie  duty  of  the  father  to  pay  the  funeral  expenses 
of  his  minor  child  where  he  is  able  to  do  so.  The  funeral  expenses 
of  a  minor  are  not  a  charge  upon  his  estate,  where  the  surviving 
father  is  able  to  pay.  And  it  is  a  most  just  and  reasonable  rule 
tJiat  the  father,  having  under  the  law  control  of  the  person  and  earn- 
ings of  his  minor  child,  should  be  required,  when  financially  able,  to 
give  the  child  suitable  burial.**  The  mere  fact  that  the  minor  had 
left  borne  and  was  allowed  to  enjoy  the  earnings  from  his  own 
labor  has  been  held  insufficient  grounds  for  creating  an  exception  to 
the  general  rule  that  a  parent  must  pay  when  able  the  cost  of  the  , 
funeral  expenses  of  his  minor  child.'  When  the  parent  has  not  prop- 
erty of  his  own  to  pay  for  the  funeral  expenses  of  his  minor  child, 
resort  may  be  had  to  the  property  of  the  child  for  such  purpore* 

253.  Honuments  and  Tombstones. — Expenditures  for  monuments 
and  tombstones  are  generally  held  authorized  as  part  of  the  funeral 
expenses,  where  the  cost  of  a  tombstone  is  not  disproportionate  to 
the  value  of  deceased's  estote,*  and  where  such  estate  is  solvent.* 
One  who  provides  a  tombstone  for  the  grave  of  the  decedent  may 
therefore  be  entitled  to  payment  as  being  a  creditor  of  the  estate;' 
and  an  administrator  is  entitled  to  credit  for  an  item  for  the  construc- 
tion and  repair,  at  reasonable  expense,  of  a  vault  for  the  remains 

16.  Smyley  v.  Reese,  53  Ala.  89,  26  1913E  928,  40  L.R.A.(N.8.)  488. 
Am.  Rep.  698.  2.  Rowe  v.  Raper,  23  Ind.  App.  27, 

17.  Ketterer  v.  Nelson,  146  Ky.  7,  54  N.  E.  770,  77  A.  S.  R.  411. 

141  S.  W.  409,  37  L.R.A.(N.S.)  754  3.  Bendail  v.  Bendall,  24  Ala.  295, 
and  note;  McClellan  v.  FitsoD,  44  Ohio  60  Am.  Dee.  469;  Van  Gmon  v.  Supe- 
8t.  184,  5  N.  E.  861,  58  Am.  Rep.  814.  rior  Court,  76  CaL  689,  18  Pae.  877, 

18.  Coostaotinides  v.   Walsh,  146  9  A.  S.  R.  258. 

Mass.  281,  15  N.  K.  631,  4  A.  S.  R.  Note:  28  L.R.A.(N.S.)  672. 

311.  4.  Hildebrand  v.  Kinney,  172  Ind. 

19.  Moalton  v.  Smith,  16  R.  I.  126,  447,  87  N.  E.  832,  19  Ann.  Cas.  788; 
12  Atl.  891,  27  A.  S.  R.  728.  Moulton  v.  Smith,  16  R.  L  126,  12 

20.  Rowe  V.  Raper,  23  Ind.  App.  Atl.  891,  27  A.  S.  R.  728. 
27,  54  N.  E.  770,  77  A.  S.  R.  411.  Note:  2  Eng.  Rui.  Cas.  149. 

Note:  62  L.R.A.{N.S.)  1155.  5.  Holland  v.  Whealon,  6  La.  443, 

1.  Hunycutt  ft  Co.  v.  Thompson,  169  26  Am.  Dec  481. 
N.  C.  29,  74  8.  £.  628,  Ann.  Can. 
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of  the  dead,  according  to  the  expressed  wish  of  intestate.*  The  absence 
of  any  provision  on  the  subject  in  the  will  of  the  decedent  does  not, 
it  has  been  held,  interfere  with  the  general  right  of  the  personal 
representative  to  expend  a  reasonable  sum  for  a  tombstone,  monument 
or  vault'  Nor  is  it  a  prerequisite  to  the  making  of  an  allowance 
for  a  tombstone  or  burial  vault  or  for  the  cost  of  keeping  it  in  repair 
that  the  title  to  the  burial  lot  should  be  in  the  estate  of  the  deceased.* 
Tlie  liability  of  the  estate  of  a  decedent  extends  only  to  the  cost  of 
a  tombstone  or  vault  for  the  remains  of  the  deceased,  and,  except 
when  there  is  a  testamentary  direction  to  that  effect,  the  cost  of  remov- 
ing the  remains  of  a  relative  or  erecting  a  toml^tone  on  another's 
grave  cannot  be  charged  against  the  decedent's  estate.'  The  duty  to 
erect  a  monument  or  tombstone  rests,  as  a  rule,  with  the  personal 
representatives  of  the  deceased,  and  in  them  is  vested  general  discre- 
tion in  reference  to  its  construction.'*  Even  where  the  statutes  of 
a  state  authorize  the  probate  courts  on  the  settlement  of  an  estate, 
to  allow  a  reasonable  sum  for  a  monument,  it  has  been  held  that 
no  action  lies  against  an  administrator  for  the  cost  of  a  monument 
to  the  intestate,  erected  at  the  request  of  the  widow,  and  against 
the  wish  of  the  administrator.'^  The  generally  recognized  duty  and 
right  of  a  surviving  husband  to  bury  his  deceased  wife  carries  with 
it  the  right  of  placing  over  the  spot  of  burial  a  proper  monument 
or  memorial  in  accordance  with  the  established  usage  of  the  com- 
munity. This  right  exists  even  where  another  has  placed  a  different 
tombstone  over  the  wife's  grave  and  in  that  case  the  husband  may 
remove  such  stone  in  order  to  put  in  its  stead  the  one  procured  by 
himself  Having  taken  it  down  without  injury,  and  holding  it  in 
his  possession  ready  to  be  delivered  up  to  such  other  on  demand 
therefor,  he  will  not  be  held  liable  for  such  acts  as  amounting  to  a 
trespass." 

Compensation  of  Execuiort  and  Admini$iraton 

254.  General  Rule. — As  a  general  rule,  an  executor  or  adminis- 
trator is  allowed  compensation  for  his  services.**  In  the  absence  of 
statutes  fixing  the  compensation,  the  principle  upon  which  the  court 

e.  Knapp  T.  Jeesap,  146  Midi.  34S,  103  Pae.  206,  9  Ann.  Cas.  1157,  23 

109  N.  W.  666,  117  A.  S.  R.  646,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  944. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  617.  11.  Sweeney  t.  Mnldoon,  139  Mass. 

7.  Webb's  Estate,  165  Pa.  St.  330,  304,  31  N.  £.  720,  52  Am.  Rep.  708. 
30  AtL  827,  44  A.  S.  R.  666.  12.  Durell  v.   Hayward,   9  Gray 

8.  In  re  Fishbeck,  146  Mieh.  348,  (Mass.)  248,  69  Am.  Dee.  284. 

109  N.  W.  666,  117  A.  S.  R.  646,  7  13.  Leach  v.  Cowan,  125  Tenn.  182, 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  617.  140  8.  W.  1070,  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  188; 

9.  Re  Hincheon,  169  Cal.  765,  116  Royston  t.  McCnlley,  (Tenn.)  69  S. 
Pac  47,  36  L.R.A.{K.S.>  303.  W.  725,  62  URJl,  899. 

10.  Fancher  v.  Faneher,  166  Cal.  13, 
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ordinarily  acts  is  not  specific  compensation  for  services  rendered,  or 
to  be  rendered,  but  a  just  and  reasonable  allowance,  keeping  in  view 
the  facts  and  circumstances  of  each  particular  case.**  While  the  rate 
of  compensation  is,  in  certain  cases^  fixed  by  custom,**  in  general  the 
statutes  fix  the  rate  on  the  basis  of  a  percentage  on  the  value  of  the 
ffiitate.**  In  order  to  justify  the  allowance  of  compensation  to  an 
executor  or  administrator  it  is  not  necessary  for  him  to  report  in 
his  account  on  the  days  spent  in  performing  services,  but  it  will  be 
sufiicient  if  the  time  actually  devoted  to  the  afi^airs  of  the  estate 
be  clearly  proved.*'  When  he  makes  his  accounting  he  becomes 
entitled,  as  a  rule,  to  commissions  on  disbursements;*^  but  be  will 
not  be  entitled  to  commissions  on  a  debt  due  to  his  testator  and 
specifically  bequeathed  to  the  accountant."  The  time  of  allowance 
of  compensation  to  an  executor  or  administrator  generally  is  on  the 
final  settlement  of  the  estate.***  It  has  been  held  that  a  finding  of  a 
master  or  referee  as  to  the  amount  which  should  be  paid  an  admin- 
istrator for  his  services  is  not  equivalent  to  the  finding  of  a  jury, 
and  does  not  preclude  the  court,  on  appeal,  from  fixing  the  amount 
*of  such  compensation  at  a  less  sum  than  that  fixed  by  such  referee 
or  master.*  The  rate  at  which  the  executor's  commissions  should  be 
computed  is  primarily  a  matter  for  the  determination  of  the  probate 
court  or  the  master  or  referee  to  whom  the  matter  is  referred  by  it, 
and  it  has  been  held  that  this  question  cannot  be  raised  for  the  first 
time  in  an  appellate  court  after  an  appeal.^  When  a  court  of  equity 
proceeds  to  settle  an  estate  it  may  pass  upon  the  question  as  to  what 
axe  the  proper  commissions  of  an  executor,  although  the  question 
standing  alone  would  not  afford  proper  basis  for  its  jurisdiction.* 
As  a  rule  an  executor  or  administrator  will  not  be  permitted  to  assign 
his  commissions  pending  a  settlement  of  the  case.  Such  an  assignment 
is  void  as  contrary  to  public  policy,  since  when  the  hope  of  com- 
pensation ia  gone,  a  strong  incentive  to  diligence  and  zeal  is  wanting 
and  the  temptation  to  be  content  with  a  lax  or  perfunctory  admin- 
istration of  the  trust  becomes  more  persuasive.* 

14.  Bendall  v.  Bendall,  24  Ala.  295,  45  Am.  Rep.  725. 

60  Am.  Dee.  469  and  note;  Clark  v.      20.  Merrill    v.    Moore,    7  How. 

Knox,  70  Ala.  607,  45  Am.  Rep.  93.  (Miss.)  271,  40  Am.  Dec  60.  See 

15.  Oranberry  v.  Gzanberry,  1  sopra,  par.  190  et  seq.,  as  to  account- 
Wash.  (Va.)  246,  1  Am.  Dec.  455.  'mg  and  settlement. 

16.  Merrill    v.    Moore,    7    How.     1.  Pearson  v.  Gillenwaters,  99  Tenn. 
(Miss.)  271,  40  Am.  Dec  60.    And  446,  42  S.  W.  9,  63  A.  S.  R.  844. 
Bee  generally,  cases  cited  in  this  para-     2.  Re  Ricker,  14  Mont  153,  35  Pac 
graph.  960,  29  L.R.A.  622. 

17.  Cameron  v.  Cameron,  15  Wis.  1,  3.  Newby  Skinner,  21  N.  C.  488, 
82  Am.  Dec.  652.  31  Am.  Dec.  397. 

18.  In  re  Ricker,  14  Mont  163,  35     4.  Matter  of  Worthington,  141  N. 


Fae.  960,  29  LILJi..  622. 
19.  Handy  v.  ColUns,  60  Md.  229, 
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255.  Redaction  or  Forfeiture  of  Compensation. — ^As  a  general  rule 
the  probate  court  or  surrogate  has  discretion  to  withhold  commissions 
from  an  executor  or  administrator  who  haa  not  given  proper  atten- 
tion to  the  duties  of  his  office.*  In  some  states  the  statutes  provide 
for  the  forfeiture  of  compensation  for  misconduct,  or  neglect  to  state 
and  settle  accounts  within  the  time  limited .•  Where  an  executor  or 
administrator  has  claimed  commissions  for  unlawful  and  unauthorized 
services  he  may  be  surchai^ed  in  regard  to  them^  as,  for  example, 
when  he  has  taken  in  his  account  a  commission  for. wrongfully  incor- 
porating the  estate  and  turning  the  real  estate  into  shares  of  stock.' 
It  sometimes  has  been  said  that  reasonable  commissions  should  never 
be  refused  administrators  or  executors,  unless  wilful  default  or  gross 
negligence  is  shown,  resulting  in  loss  to  the  estate,*  and  that  heirs 
cannot  complain  of  the  allowance  of  statutory  fees  to  an  administra- 
tor, where  he  collected  the  funds  of  the  estate,  cared  for  the  real 
estate,  cared  for  the  decedent's  widow,  and  promptly  divided  to  each 
heir  his  share  of  the  estate.*  It  has  been  held  that  even  where  a 
loss  has  occurred  in  reference  to  the  management  of  an  estate  he 
will  not  necessarily  be  deprived  of  his  compensation,"  provided,  of 
course,  he  is  blameless  and  has  exercised  ordinary  care  and  diligence 
in  the  performance  of  his  duties.*^  Where  an  executor  or  admin- 
istrator is  diligent  and  careTul  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  and 
leaves  nothing  to  his  attorneys  except  what  is  usually  left  to  attor- 
neys under  such  circumstances,  his  compensation  will  not  be  reduced 
on  the  ground  that  he  did  not  render  any  services  to  the  estate.*'' 

256.  Extra  Remuneration. — Although  it  has  been  said  that  the 
compensation  to  be  allowed  an  executor  or  administrator  should  be 
confined  to  the  commissions  allowed  by  law,**  in  some  jurisdictions 
it  is  held  that  whore  the  services  of  executors  and  administrators  have 
been  unusual  or  ext^ordinary,  and  especially  where  the  result  has 
been  beneficial  to  the  estate,  compensation  beyond  the  amount  usually 
allowed  may  be  awarded.  This  is  especially  so  where  there  is  no  stat- 
utory regulation  of  the  subject  of  the  allowance  to  be  made  to  exec- 
utors or  administrators,  and  it  is  held  that  they  may  have  reasonable 
compensation  out  of  the  funds  in  their  hands.^*   An  administrator 

6.  Re  Rutledge,  162  N.  Y.  Si,  66  109  N.  W.  666,  U7  A.  S.  R.  646,  7 

N.  E.  511,  47  L.R.A.  721.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  617. 

6.  Ellicott  v.  Chamberlain,  38  N.  J.  10.  Shinn's  Estate,  166  Pa.  St.  121, 
Eq.  604,  48  Am.  itep.  327;  Taylor  v.  30  Atl.  1026,  1030,  45  A.  S.  R.  656. 
Taylor,  66  W.  Va.  238,  66  8.  B.  690,  11.  See  supra,  par.  141  et  seq. 

19  Ann.  Cas.  414.  12.  Leach  v.  Cowan,  125  Tenn.  182, 

7.  Garesehe  v.  Levering  Tnv.  Co.,  140  S.  W.  1070,  Ann.  Caa.  1913C  188.- 
146  Mo.  436,  48  S.  W.  653,  46  L.E.A.  13.  Vandcrheyden  v.  Vanderheyden, 
232.  2  Paige  (N.  T.)  287,  21  Am.  Dec.  86 

8.  Bendall  t.  Bendall,  24  Ala.  295,  and  note. 

60  Am.  Dee.  469.  14.  Note:  Ami.  Cas.  1913A  1269. 

9.  Knapp.v.  Jessup,  146  Mich.  348. 
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must  perform  all  ordinary  services  of  admioistration  if  reasonably 
within  bis  power,  and  he  is  not  entitled  to  special  or  extraordinary 
compensation  therefor.**  To  justify  the  allowance  of  anythini;  in 
excess  of  the  statutory  commissions,  the  executor  or  administrator 
must  have  actually  rendered  services  of  an  extraordinary  character, 
and  these  must  Imve  been  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  estate. 
What  services  will  be  regarded  as  extraordinary  necessarily  depends  on 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  each  case.  To  be  such,  they  must  be  of  a 
character  not  ordinarily  required  of  an  executor  or  administrator  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties  and  not  within  the  routine  of  admini8tra> 
tion.'*  It  seems  that  even  a  temporary  administrator  may  be  entitled 
on  these  grounds  to  extra  compensation  beyond  the  regular  commis- 
sions.*' In  jurisdictions  where,  by  statute,  extra  compensution  ia 
allowed  to  executors  or  administrators  for  extraordinary  sen'ices,  the 
rule  generally  obtaining  is  that  an  executor  or  administrator  who  is  an 
attorney  at  law,  and  who  performs  legal  services  for  the  estate,  is 
entitled  to  compensation  therefor  in  addition  to  the  usual  commissions 
attached  to  the  office.*^  But  it  has  been  held  that  when  a  la^vyer 
becomes  a  voluntary  executor  or  administrator,  he  takes  the  office  cum 
onere,  and  although  he  exercises  professional  skill  in  conducting  the 
estate,  he  does  not  thereby  entitle  himself  to  compensation  beyond  the 
amount  ordinarily  allowed  to  an  executor  or  administrator.**  In  a 
number  of  jurisdictions  the  rule  prevails  that  since  the  compennation 
of  executors  and  administrators  is  a  matter  of  statutory  regulation, 
there  can  be  no  allowance  of  extra  compensation  for  extraordinary 
services  in  the  absence  of  statutory  authority  therefor.** 

257.  Legacies  as  Compensation. — At  the  early  common  law  an 
executor  was  entitled  for  his  services  to  the  surplus  of  the  personal 
estate  after  the  payment  of  the  debts  and  legacies.*  Until  the  stat- 
ute of  distribution,  administrators  stood  on  the  same  footing  as  exec- 
utors, or  better,  because  they  had  no  legacies  to  pay  and  they  were 
entitled  as  absolute  owners  to  the  surplus  of  the  personal  estate  of 
the  deceased,  after  payment  of  all  bis  debts.*  Although  this  profit- 
able method  of  compensating  personal  representaUvea  has  long  been 
obsolete,  the  custom  of  giving  a  legacy  to  the  executor  for  his  serv- 
ices still  obtains.    What  the  law  before  implied  now  requires  the 

16.  Hendersoa     Sinunoiis,  33  Ala.  Note:  Ann.  Caa.  1913A  1268.  Bee 

291,  70  Am.  Dee.  590.  infra,  par.  268. 

16.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1915 A  ISO.  20.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  igi3A  1267, 

17.  Fields  t.  Case,  137  Ga.  147,  72  1268. 

S.  E.  809,  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  1266.  1.  Chamberiin's  Appeal,  '70  Conn. 

18.  Note:  Ann.  Cat.  1913A  1269,  363,  39  All.  734,  41  UR.A.  204. 


19.  In  re  Evans,  22  Utah  366,  62  also  supra,  par.  254. 
Pao.  913,  83  A.  8.  a  794^  63  1J1.A.     2.  Potta  v.  Smith,  3  Rawle  (Pa.) 


1273. 


Note:  12  Eng.  Rul.  Caa.  25.  See 


952. 


361,  24  Am.  Deo.  359. 
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express  words  of  the  testator  in  order  that  it  may  be  brought  to  pass. 
And  so  the  presumptioa  is  that  a  legacy  to  a  person  appointed  exec- 
utor, is  given  to  him  in  that  character,  unlees  there  are  circumstances 
showing  that  it  is  intended  for  him  personally;*  and  where  it  is  M 
given  he  cannot  take  it  unless  he  qualifies  as  such  executor.*  Hut 
where  a  legacy  is  given  one  as  an  individual  and  not  as  an  executor, 
for  example,  where  he  is  a  relative  of  the  testator  and  would  be 
entitled  to  the  legacy,  he  may  be  entitled  to  both  the  legacy  and  his 
commissions  *  Where  a  testator  by  his  will  makes  a  devise  or  bequest 
to  his  executor  the  latter  may  also  be  entitled  to  the  usual  commis- 
sions for  his  services  unless  it  appears  that  it  was  the  intention,  of 
the  testator  that  such  devise  or  bequest  should  be  in  lieu  of  commis- 
sions.* 

258.  Doable  Compensation. — The  authorities  differ  in  regard  to 
whether  an  executor  or  administrator  may  be  permitted  to  collect 
double  commissions  or  additional  compensation  for  acting  in  regard 
to  an  estate  in  some  other  capacity,  such  as  attorney  at  law  or  trustee, 
in  addition  to  acting  as  the  personal  representative.  In  some  jurisdic- 
tions the  courts  hold  that  executors  with  power  to  sell  real  property 
and  divide  the  assets  into  shares,  and  to  hold  the  same  as  trustees, 
paying  the  income  to  legatees,  are  entitled  to  double  commissions.' 
Likewise,  that  an  administrator  who  is  an  attorney  may  be  en- 
titled to  recover  counsel  fees  for  legal  services  rendered  the  estate, 
as  the  bringing  of  suit  on  the  bond  of  a  former  derelict  adminis- 
trator and  his  surety.*  Yet  such  counsel  fees  are  not  necessarily 
to  be  fixed  at  the  rate  of  the  usual  professional  charges,  but  a  fair 
and  reasonable  allowance  is  to  be  made  for  such  services.*  But  in 
the  majority  of  jurisdictions  the  allowance  of  double  commissions  is 
but  seldom  approved.  An  attorney  who  is  an  administrator  is  not 
entitled  to  an  allowance  against  the  estate  for  professional  services 
in  cases  which  he  prosecutes  or  defends  as  administrator.^*  It  has 
been  said  that  if  he  chooses  to  exercise  his  professional  skill  as  a 
lawyer  in  the  business  of  the  estate,  it  must  be  considered  a  gratu- 
ity, and  that  to  allow  him  to  become  his  own  client  and  charge  for 
professional  services,  would  be  holding  out  inducements  for  profes- 

3.  Stockpoole  v.  Howell,  13  Ves.  Jr.  N.  E.  692,  6  L.R.A.  71  and  note. 
417,  9  Rev.  Rep.  200,  12  Eng.  Rul.  8.  Ordinary  v.  Connolly,  76  N.  J. 
Cas.  13.  Eq.  521,  72  AtL  363|  138  A.  8.  B. 

4.  In  re  Pox,  235  Pa.'  St.  105,  83  577. 

AU.  613,  Ann.  Cas.  1913D  991  and  9.  Clark  t.  Knox,  70  Ala.  607,  45 

note;  Rothmahler  v.  Myers,  4  Deaaus.  Am.  Rep.  93. 

(S.  C.)  215,  6  Am.  Dec.  613.  10.  Willard  v.  Baasett,  27  HI.  37, 

6.  Granberry  v.  Granberry,  1  Wash.  79  Am.  Dec.  393 ;  Ordinary  v.  Con- 

(Va.)  246,  1  Am.  Dec.  455.  noUy,  76  N.  J,  Eq.  521,  72  Atl.  363, 

6.  In  re  Fox,  235  Pa.  St  105,  83  138  A.  S.  R.  677  and  note;  Re  Evans, 
AtL  613,  Ann.  Cas.  1913D  991.  22  Utah  366,  62  Pae.  913,  83  A.  8.  B. 

7.  Re  Crawford,  113  N.  Y.  660,  21  794,  63  L.RJL  962. 
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sional  men  to  seek  such  representative  places  to  increase  their  profes- 
sional business,  which  would  lead  to  most  pernicious  results.**  In 
lieu  of  allowing  double  commissions  the  position  is  sometimes  taken 
that  in  fixing  the  compensation  of  an  executor  the  probate  court  may 
take  into  consideration  the  fact  that  he  has  performed  services  as  a 
lawyer,  and  that  thereby  expense  to  the  estate  has  been  saved.*'  It 
has  been  held  that  an  administrator  de  bonis  non  should  be  allowed 
reasonable  compensation  for  services  performed  for  the  prior  admin- 
istrator, who  had  employed  him  to  assist  him  in  the  management 
of  the  estate.*' 

259.  Compensation  of  Co-Execators.^ — ^Executors  are  not  neceasa^ 
rily  entitled  to  share  pro  rata  in  the  statutory  fees;  and  if  one  has 
sulffltantially  managed  the  whole  business,  and  had  tiie  whole  respon- 
sibility, a  court  of  equity  may  refuse  to  require  him  to  share  the 
statutory  fees,  or  any  part  thereof,  with  his  co-executor.**  On  this 
principle  it  has  been  held  that  if  one  of  several  administrators 
performs  no  services,  he  will  not  be  allowed  any  commission ; " 
and  where  there  are  more  administrators  than  one,  the  diviaon  of 
^e  commissions  allowed  them  will  ordinarily  be  proportioned  accord- 
ing to  the  services  rendered  by  each.*'  In  some  cases  equity  may 
have  jurisdiction  over  a  suit  brought  by  one  ^ecutor  against  another 
who  has  received  all  the  commissions  allowed  by  the  statute  for  an 
accounting,  and  to  determine  to  what  portion  each  is  entitled.*'  It 
has  been  held  that  where  one  of  two  administrators  dies,  and  the 
^tate  is  settled  by  the  surviving  administrator,  a  court  of  the  ordi- 
nary or  a  court  of  probate  at  common  law  is  not  the  proper  forum 
for  the  surviving  administrator  and  repr^entatives  of  the  deceased 
administrator  to  settle  their  dispute  over  an  equitable  division  of  the 
commissions  allowed.  It  is  said  that  in  such  cases  the  liability  of 
the  survivor  having  the  full  amount  of  the  commissions  due  both 
administrators  in  his  hands,  is  personal,  and  may  be  enforced  only 
by  an  action  against  him  by  the  representatives  of  the  deceased  rep- 
resentative.*' 

11.  Willard  v.  Bassett,  27  HL  37,  16.  Groover  v.  Ash,  132  Ga.  371, 
79  Am.  Dec  393.  64  S.  E.  323,  131  A.  S.  R.  201,  22 

12.  Nelson  v.  Schoonover,  89  Kan.  L.R.A.{N.S.)  1119;  Ex  parte  Hilton, 
770,  132  Pae.  1183,  Ann.  Cas.  1915^  64  S.  C.  201,  41  8.  E.  978,  92  A.  8. 
147.  R.  800. 

13.  Scarborough  v.  Watkins,  9  B.  17.  Speirs  v.  Wisner,  88  Mich.  614, 
Mon.  (Ky.)  540,  50  Am.  Dec  628.  50  N.  W.  654,  26  A.  S.  B.  806. 

14.  Speirs  v.  Wisner,  88  Mich.  614,  18.  Groover  v.  Ash,  132  Ga.  371, 
50  N.  W.  664,  26  A.  S.  B.  306.         64  8.  E.  323,  131  A.  8.  O.  20],  22 

15.  Ex  parte  Hilton,  64  8.  C.  201,  LJLA.(N.S.)  1119  and  note. 
41  8.  E.  978,  92  A.  8.  B.  800. 
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260.  Right  to  Employ  Attorneys  and  Agents. — An  executor  or 
administrator  under  the  systems  prevailing  in  most  jurisdictions  is 
entitled  to  the  advice  and  assistance  of  counsel  in  many  of  the  duties 
devolving  upon  him.  It  may  be  necessary,  not  only  for  his  own 
protection,  but  for  the  prevention  of  future  litigation."*  He  is  fre- 
quently held  bound  to  know  the  law  and  it  has  been  said  that  if 
one  named  for  such  office  has  doubts  about  his  knowledge,  or  ability 
to  obtain  knowledge  of  the  degree  of  care  and  diligence  which  he 
is  bound  to  exercise,  it  becomes  his  duty  to  decline  the  trust.** 
Accordingly,  it  is  almost  universally  recognized  that  executors  and 
administrators  may  employ  legal  counsel  in  the  administration  and 
settlement  of  their  estates,  whether  there  is  litigation  or  not,  and 
may  take  credit  for  the  payment  of  reasonable  counsel  fees  for  serv- 
ices of  such  attorneys. *  "When  acting  under  the  advice  of  counsel 
an  executor  or  administrator  is  seldom  liable  for  losses  to  the  estate 
due  to  mere  errors  of  judgment  in  the  absence  of  wilful  misconduct 
or  fraud;*  and  he  will  usually  be  protected,  particularly  when  such 
advice  is  as  to  the  advisability  of  bringing  or  defending  suits.*  Such 
advice  is  not,  however,  a  complete  protection,  and  the  authorities  amply 
demonstrate  that  an  administrator  cannot  shield  himself  invariably 
from  responsibility  by  stating  that  he  followed  the  advice  of  his 
counsel.*  For  these  reasons  an  executor  or  administrator  may  employ 
attorneys  at  law  to  advise  him  in  reference  to  the  management  of  the 
affairs  of  an  estate.  And  it  has  been  held  that  he  may  even  employ 
his  own  law  partner  as  such  attorney*  It  has  furthermore  been 
held  that  a  provision  in  a  will  selecting  an  attorney  and  directing  the 
executor  to  consult  and  employ  such  attorney  on  all  matters  pertain- 
ing to  the  estate  and  the  requirements  of  the  will,  is  not  necessarily 
binding  upon  the  executor,  and  may  be  disregarded  by  him.*  In 
addition  to  employing  attorneys  an  executor  or  administrator  may 
employ  agents  for  extraordinary  services  of  administration,  and  for 
such  as,  in  tiieir  nature,  require  a  degree  of  skill  or  appliances  not 
within  the  command  of  ordinary  persons.  In  all  such  cases  reason- 

19.  Clark  V.  Enoz,  70  Ala.  607,  46  79  N.  W.  786,  74  A,  S.  R.  885. 
Am.  Rep.  93.  2.  Harris  v.  Orr,  46  W.  Va.  261, 

20.  Davis  v.  Bogley,  40  Oa.  181,  2  33  S.  E.  257,  76  A.  S.  R.  816. 
Abl  Rep.  570;  SpanldiDgv.  Wakefield,  Note:  12  A.  S.  R.  315. 

53  Vt.  660,  38  Am.  Rep.  709.  3.  Pearson  t.  Gillenwaters,  99  Tenn. 

1.  Smyley  v.  Reese,  63  Ala.  89,  25  446,  42  S.  W.  9,  63  A.  8.  R.  844. 

Am.  Rep.  598;  Re  Willard,  139  Cal.  4.  Re  Bullion,  87  Neb.  700,  128  N. 

501,  73  Pae.  240,  64  L.R.A.  554;  Lu-  W.  32,  31  L.R.A.(N.S.)  360. 

cich  V.  Medin,  3  Nev.  9:),  93  Am.  Dee.  6.  Bendall  v.  Bendall,  24  Ala.  296, 

376  and  note;  McClellen  v.  Hetheriog-  60  Am.  Dee.  469. 

ton,  10  Rich.  Eq.  (S.  C.)  202,  73  Am.  6.  Re  Ogier,  101  Cal.  381^  35  Pae. 

Dec.  89;  In  re  I)<mges,  103  Wis.  407,  900,  40  A.  S.  R.  6L 
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able  expenses  incurred  in  this  way  for  the  benefit  of  the  estate  may 
be  proper  charges  against  it.^  For  example,  an  administrator  may, 
in  the  discretion  of  the  probate  court,  be  allowed  a  reasonable  amount 
to  compensate  for  the  services  of  a  real  estate  broker  who  succeeded 
in  securing  for  the  property  belonging  to  the  estate  a  materially  greater 
amount  than  was  bid  for  it  at  the  attempted  auction  sale.* 

261.  Allowance  of  Counsel  Fees. — Where  attorneys  are  employed 
the  courts  generally  allow  as  credits  to  the  personal  representatives 
any  reasonable  counsel  fees  which  may  have  been  paid  to  them ;  * 
and  it  has  been  held  that  a  court  cannot  surcharge  an  executor's 
account  for  overpayment  of  counsel  fees  without  an  exception  by 
some  interested  person  before  it.'**  What  is  a  just  and  reasonable 
compensation  depends,  ordinarily,  upon  the  circumstance  of  each 
particular  case.**  A  contract  for  the  employment  of  counsel  is  essen- 
tially one  made  by  the  executor  or  administrator  in  his  individual 
capacity.  Hence  attorneys,  employed  by  an  administrator  to  assist 
him  in  administering  his  trust,  or  to  prosecute  or  defend  an  action 
for  or  against  falm  in  his  official  capacity,  have  no  claim  they  can 
enforce  directly  against  the  estate.**  Similarly,  it  has  been  held  that 
if  an  executor  employs  an  attorney  to  have  a  will  probated,  the  value 
of  such  attorney's  services  is  not  in  the  first  instance  a  debt  or  charge 
against  the  real  estate  of  the  decedent,  but  is  a  charge  against  the 
executor."  Where  an  attorney  at  law  renders  ser\'ices,  directly  con- 
nected with  the  settlement  of  a  decedent's  estate,  to  an  executor  named 
in  the  will  before  he  actually  qualifies  as  such  executor,  he  will  be 
entitled  to  collect  his  fees  for  such  services  in  the  same  manner  as 
otlier  claims  against  the  decedent's  estate  Eire  collected.'*  Although 
an  executor  or  administrator  may  as  a  general  rule  charge  the  cost 
of  counsel  fees  against  the  estate,  he  has  no  right  to  employ  counsel 
at  the  expense  of  the  estate  to  do  what  he  himself  should  do,  and 
for  the  doing  of  which  he  is  compensated  by  his  commissions."  Many 
authorities  sustain  the  right  of  an  executor  or  adminiatrator  to  bind 

7.  Henderson  r.  Simmons,  33  Ala.  60  Am.  Dee.  469. 

291,  70  Am.  Dec.  690;  Vanderheyden  12.  Brown  v.  Quinton,  80  Kan.  44, 

T.  Vanderheyden,  2  Paige  (N.  T.)  287,  102  Pac.  242,  18  Ann.  Cas.  290  and 

21  Am.  Dec.  86;  Teogue  v.  Deody,  2  note,  26  L.R.A.(N.S,)  71  and  note; 

McCord  Eq.  (S.  C.)  207,  16  Am.  Dec.  Thompson  v.  Mann,  66  W.  Va.  648, 

643,  overruled  on  another  point  by  64  S.  E.  020,  131  A.  S.  R.  987,  22 

Taylor  v.  Taylor,  2  Rich.  £q.  (S.  C.)  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1094.    See  also  supra, 

123.  par.  260. 

8.  In  re  Willard,  139  Cal.  601,  73  13.  Taylor  v.  Crook,  136  Ala.  364, 
Pac  240,  64  L.R.A.  564  and  note.  34  So.  906,  96  A.  S.  R.  26. 

9.  Crim  V.  England,  46  W.  Va.  480,  14.  Baker  v.  Cauthom,  23  Ind.  611, 
33  S.  E.  310,  76  A.  S.  R.  826.  55  N.  E.  963,  77  A.  8.  R.  443. 

10.  Stitzet's  Estate,  221  Pa.  St.  227,  16.  Lucich  v.  Medio,  3  Mev.  93,  93 
70  Atl.  749,  18  LJl.A.(N.S.)  284.     Am.  Dee.  376  and  note. 

11.  BendoU  v.  Bendall,  24  Ala.  295, 
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the  estate  for  reasonable  attorney  fees  necessarily  and  properly  ren- 
dered in  preserving  the  estate  or  otherwise  beneficial  to  it'* 

262.  Personal  Liability  for  Attorneys'  Fees.— Notwithstanding  the 
unquestioned  right  of  an  executor  or  administrator  to  employ  attor- 
neys in  reference  to  the  settlement  of  estates  and  to  be  reimbursed 
for  the  expenses  of  counsel  fees,*'  an  attorney  employed  by  an  exec- 
utor or  administrator  of  an  estate  must  look  for  compensation  to 
the  personal  representative  who  employed  him,  in  his  individual 
and  not  in  his  representative  capacity;'*  and  for  his  services  the 
executor  is  personally  responsible.'*  Although  an  attorney  cannot 
sustain  any  action  at  law  therefor,  except  against  the  administrator 
or  executor  personally  for  services  rendered  in  the  settlement  of  an 
estate,  this  does  not  leave  him  wholly  without  redress  in  cases  of 
inability  to  recover  against  such  personal  representative.  If  the  latter 
is  insolvent  such  attorney  may  be  entitled  to  be  subrogated  to  the 
remedies  of  the  executor  or  administrator,  and  may,  by  appropriate 
proceedings  in  equity,  compel  him  to  enforce  his  claim  against  the 
estate  for  the  benefit  of  such  attorney,  thus  directly  enforcing  com- 
pensation in  his  favor  out  of  the  assets  of  the  estate.*®  An  executor 
cannot  be  charged  in  any  capacity  for  services  beneficial  to  the  estate 
rendered  before  his  appointment  and  without  his  assent,  under  con- 
tracts with  a  special  administrator,  and  with  another  executor  named 
in  the  will.' 

263.  Allowance  of  Probate  Fees  and  Costs. — ^Reasonable  costs  and 
expenses  of  propounding  a  will  for  probate  are  a  proper  charge  upon 
the  estate,  if  the  executor  has  no  knowledge  or  reasonable  grounds  for 
suspicion  against  the  legality  of  the  will,  and  propounds  the  instru- 
ment in  good  faith.*  The  propriety  of  allowing  the  payment  of  costs 
of  pn^te  out  of  the  estate  of  a  decedent  is  not  destroyed  by  the  fact 
that  the  decedent  was  a  married  woman  leaving  a  husband  surviving 
her.'  In  some  states  it  is  provided  by  statute  that  any  executor  or 
administrator  required  to  give  bond  may  include  as  a  part  of  the 

18.  Note!  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  75,  76.  Note:  62  A.  S.  R.  122. 

17.  See  Bupra,  par.  260.  19.  In  re  Ogier,  101  Cal,  381,  35 

18.  Tovlor  V.  Crook,  136  Ala.  354,  Pac.  900,  40  A.  S.  R.  61;  Brown  v. 
34  So.  905,  96  A.  S.  R.  26;  Pike  v.  Quinton,  80  Kan.  44,  102  Pac.  242, 
Thomas,  62  Ark.  223,  35  S.  W.  212,  18  Ann.  Cas.  290,  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  71; 
64  A.  S.  R.  292;  Golden  Gate  Under-  Kygatt  t.  WUcoz,  45  N.  Y.  306,  6 
taking  Co.  v.  Taylor,  168  Cal.  94,  141  Am.  Rep.  00. 

Pae.   922,   52   L.R.A.(N.S.)    1152;     Note:  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  72. 

Brown  v.  Quinton,  80  Kan.  44,  102     20.  Note:  62  A.  S.  R.  128. 

Pae.  242,  18  Ann.  Cas.  290,  25  L.R.A.     1.  Luscomb   v.   Ballard,   5  Gray 

(N.S.)  71;  White  Sulphar  Springa  (Mass.)  403,  66  Am.  Dec.  374. 

First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Collins,  17  Mont.     2.  HendersoD  t.  Simmons,  33  Ala. 

433,  43  Pao.  499,  52  A.  S.  R.  695;  291,  70  Am.  Dec.  590. 

TbompsoD  ▼.  Mann,  65  W.  Va.  648,     3.  Uonlton  v.  Smith,  16  R.  L  126, 

64  S.  E.  920,  131  A.  S.  B.  987,  22  12  AU.  891,  27  A.  8.  B.  728, 

LJt^.(N.S.)  1091. 
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lawful  expense  of  executing  his  trust  the  sum  paid  a  bonding  cot7>o- 
ration  for  the  premium  on  the  administration  bond.*  The  rule  has 
been  laid  down  in  broad  terms  that  whenever  any  statute  or  other 
law  imposes  a  personal  duty  upon  an  executor  or  administrator  to 
pay  money  for  the  benefit  of  the  estate  in  his  care,  it  follows  under 
the  general  principles  of  jurisprudence,  without  special  statutory  pro- 
vision, that  the  money  so  paid  will  be  chargeable  to  the  estate,  and 
that  in  equity  at  least  he  will  be  entitled  to  reimbursement.*  When, 
however,  an  executor  incurs  expense  in  a  fruitless  attempt  to  estab- 
lish a  will  known  by  him  to  be  invalid,  or  where  he  should  know 
that  fact}  such  expense  cannot  be  allowed  as  a  proper  expense  against 
the  estate.* 

264.  Meritoriousness  of  Litigation. — The  allowance  of  counsel  fees 
to  an  executor  or  administrator  in  special  reference  to  litigation  involv- 
ing the  estate  may  depend  in  some  measure  upon  the  meritoriousness 
of  the  position  taken  by  him  as  the  representative  of  the  estate  in 
regard  to  such  litigation.  And  so;  where  the  heirs  and  distributees  of 
an  estate  in  process  of  settlement  in  the  state  courts,  without  any  just 
cause  therefor,  bring  suit  against  the  administrator  of  the  estate,  it 
has  been  held  that  he  is  justified  in  defending  such  suit,  and  is  entitled 
to  credit  on  his  account  for  his  reasonable  attorneys'  fees  and  expenses 
in  making  such  defense.^  For  like  reason  an  executor  is  entitled  to 
charge  the  estate  with  his  expenses  necessarily  incurred  in  conduct- 
ing litigation  to  determine  whether  certain  real  property  is  liable  for 
the  payment  of  obligations  of  the  estate.*  But  counsel  fees  and  costs 
of  litigation  will  not  be  allowed  the  representative  when  he  engages 
in  useless,  unnecessary,  or  vexatious  litigation  concerning  the  estate 
in  his  hands,  particularly  with  those  who  are  lawfully  entitled  to  the 
funds  he  withholds.*  Accordinglyf  an  administrator  is  not  entitled 
to  attorney's  fees  and  funds  expended  in  defending  a  suit  to  which 
there  is  in  fact  no  meritorious  defense,  although  advised  by  counsel 
that  he  had  a  defense,  unless  he  affirmatively  shows  facts  and  cir- 
cumstances sufficient  to  show  that  he  acted  reasonably  in  making 
the  defense.'*  And  an  estate  is  not  chargeable  with  the  expenses 
of  a  suit  brought  by  an  administratrix  in  her  individual  capacity,  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  the  right  of  the  intestate  to  lands,  in  order 
that  she  might  have  dower  therein  as  his  widow.*'  Nor  is  an  estate 

4.  Note:  4S  L.RJI.  592.  8.  Nelson  t.  Schoonover,  89  Kan. 

6.  Bangor  v.  Peirce,  106  Me.  527,  779,  132  Pac.  1183,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A 

76  Atl.  946,  138  A.  S.  B.  363,  29  147  and  note. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  770.  9.  BendaU  v.  BendaU,  24  Ala.  295, 

6.  UenderBon  v.  Simmons,  33  Ala.  60  Am.  Deo.  469. 

291,  70  Am.  Dec.  590.  See  infra,  par.  10.  Re  Bullion,  87  Neb.  700,  128 

265  as  to  allowance  of  counsel  fees.  N.  W.  32,  31  L.R.A.(N.3.)  350. 

7.  Re  Bullion,  87  Neb.  700,  128  N.  11.  Cameron  v.  Cameron,  15  Wis.  L 
W.  32,  31  L.BA.(N.S.)  350.  82  Am.  Deo.  652. 
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chargeable  with  fees  of  attorneys  who  appeared  for  one  setting  up 
a  claim  in  hostility  to  the  estate.**  A  legatee  who  meritoriously  con- 
tests an  executor's  claim  of  ownership  of  part  of  the  estate  may  be 
entitled  to  reasonable  compensation  for  counsel  fe^  and  expenses  out 
of  the  funds  of  the  estate.  It  seems  that  the  allowance  of  such  com- 
pensation is  not  dependent  upon  the  success  of  his  litigation." 

265.  Fees  of  Representative  in  Lit^ation  as  to  Probate  of  Will. — 
Although  the  authorities  are  not  uniform  it  is  generally  recognized 
that  it  is  part  of  the  duties  of  an  executor  to  propound  the  will  of 
his  testator  for  probate.'*  As  an  incident  of  this  duty  there  may  be 
an  implied  authority  to  employ  counsel  where  the  probate  is  con- 
tested, and  to  charge  the  estate  therefor."  It  is  a  rule  in  many 
jurisdictions  passing  upon  the  right  of  a  person  named  as  executor 
in  a  will  to  recover  from  the  estate  moneys  expended  by  such  exec- 
utor in  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  probate  it,  that  if  such  person 
carried  on  the  litigation  in  a  bona  fide  attempt  to  probate  the  will, 
he  is  entitled  to  receive  from  the  estate  moneys  therein  expended.'* 
In  other  jurisdictions,  however,  it  is  held  that  a  person  named  as 
executor  in  a  will  is  not  entitled  to  receive  from  the  estate  reimburse- 
ment for  moneys  expended  in  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  probate  the 
will,  though  he  acts  in  good  faith  in  carrying  on  the  litigation.*' 
Under  the  last  stated  rule  it  has  been  held  that  an  administrator  who 
has  acted  under  a  nuncupative  will  prepared  by  him  or  at  his  instance 
after  the  decease  of  the  decedent,  and  probated  mainly  upon  his  evi- 
dence, is  not  entitled  to  an  allowance  of  compensation  in  an  action 
by  the  administrator  of  decedent's  widow  to  recover  the  property  as 
part  of  her  estate,  where  such  will  has  been  adjudged  a  lyiUity, 
although  he  acted  in  respect  to  it  with  an  honest  but  mistaken  idea.'" 
It  has  been  held  that  the  executor  may  in  some  cases  lawfully  com- 
bine with  the  legatee  for  the  purpose  of  advancing  the  expressed 
will  of  the  deceased,  and  that  in  such  event  his  reasonable  counsel 
fees  incurred  in  establishing  the  will  are  proper  charges  to  be  paid 
from  the  assets  of  the  estate  unless  he  acted  in  bad  faith."  After 
a  will  has  been  duly  probated  there  seems  to  be  a  larger  measure  of 
duty  on  the  part  of  the  executor  named  therein  to  defend  suits 
brought  to  revoke  its  probate  or  to  test  its  validity;  and  in  such 
cases  also,  if  he  acts  in  good  faith,  he  will  generally  be  allowed  reim- 

12.  Brown  v.  Cresap,  61  W.  Va.  315,     Note:  18  Ann.  Cas.  742. 

66  S.  E.  603,  9  LJl.A.(N.S.)  997.        17.  Dodd  v.  Anderson,  197  N.  Y. 

13.  Bean  t.  Bean,  74  N.  H.  404,  68  466,  90  N.  E.  1137,  18  Ann.  Cas.  738 


16.  In  re  Hentges,  86  Neb.  75,  124  59  S.  W.  726,  62  L.R.A.  899. 
N.  W.  929,  26  LJtA..(N.S.)  767  and     19.  In  re  Hentges,  86  Neb.  75,  134 


Ail.  409,  124  A,  S.  R.  978. 

14.  Note:  93  Am.  Dec.  396. 

15.  Note:  26  LJl.A.(N.S.)  758. 


and  note,  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  336. 
Note:  18  Ann.  Cas.  742. 
18.  Royston  v.  McCulley,  (Temi.) 


note. 


N.  W.  929,  26  L.B,A.(N.8.)  7ff7. 
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bursement  from  the  estate  for  bis  necessary  expenditures  in  defend- 
ing sucb  attack.'*  Wbere  some  of  tbe  heirs  seek  to  sustain  and  others 
to  attack  as  invalid  a  decedent's  will,  it  is  said  that  it  is  no  part  of 
the  duty  of  the  executor  or  administrator  to  take  sides  in  the  contro- 
versy.* Where  a  person  who  is  nominated  as  executor  in  an  instru- 
ment purporting  to  be  the  will  of  a  decedent  offers  the  instrument 
for  probate  and  is  met  with  a  contest,  be  may  cast  the  burden  of  sucb 
contest  upon  those  who  are  to  be  benefited  by  the  probate  of  tbe  paper, 
or  may  demand  indemnity  from  them,  or  he  may  assume  the  burden 
faimself.  If  he  pursues  the  latter  course  and  is  defeated,  he  becomes 
personally  liable  for  the  expenses  of  the  contest.'  After  the  execu- 
tors have  left  to  the  heirs  and  devisees  and  the  real  parties  in  inter- 
est ihe  burden  of  carrying  on  the  litigation,  the  latter  will  have 
complete  control  of  it  and  the  former  cannot  thereafter  carry  it  on 
without  autliority  at  the  expense  of  others.* 

266.  Costs  of  Parties  in  Will  Contests. — When  an  estate  fs  sub- 
jected to  litigation  by  the  wrongful  position  taken  by  persons  indebted 
to  it  they  will  not  be  permitted  to  shift  the  burden  of  their  costs  upon 
the  estate;*  nor  will  the  fees  and  expenses  of  attorneys  and  the 
expense  of  litigation  between  (Ji^^i^t  heirs  or  claimants  as  to  their 
respective  rights  be  allowed  as  general  charges  against  the  succession.* 
Where  litigation  tak^  place  between  parties  other  than  the  personal 
representatives  respecting  the  admission  to  probate  or  the  construction 
of  a  will,  no  allowance  can,  as  a  general  rule,  be  made  in  favor  of 
any  of  them  payable  out  of  the  estate.'  But  where  a  contestant  of  a 
will  has  acted  in  good  faith  and  questions  of  law  or  fact  are  worthy 
of  consideration,  according  to  a  rule  in  some  jurisdictions  the  costs 
of  the  litigation  which  may  be  taxed  against  him  are  allowed  out  of 
the  estate.'  Even  in  the  jurisdiction  in  which  a  right  to  charge  an 
estate  with  the  expenses  of  propounding  a  will  is  recognized,  sui-h 
right  will  be  limited  to  proper  expenses  incurred  in  a  fair  and  lnwful 
trial  of  the  issue  and  will  not  embrace  money  paid  to  silence  opposi- 
tion to  the  establishment  of  the  will.' 

20.  Compton  t.  Banea,  4  Gill  (Md.)  Saier,  155  Mich.  388,  119  N.  W.  433, 


1.  Zimmer  v.  Saier,  155  Mich.  388,  494,  31  So.  123,  59  L.R.A.'135, 
119  N.  W.  433,  130  A.  S.  R.  575.  6.  Henderson  v.  Simmons,  33  Ala. 

2.  Dodd  T.  Anderson,  197  N.  T.  466,  291,  70  Am.  Dee.  590;  In  re  Donges, 
90  N.  E.  1137,  18  Ann.  Cas.  738  and  103  Wis.  497,  79  N.  W.  786,  74  A.  S. 
note,  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  336.  R.  885. 

S.  Comstock  V.  Hadlyme  Ecelesiaa-  7.  In  re  Donges,  103  Wis.  497,  79 

tieal  Soc.,  8  Conn.  254,  20  Am.  Dec.  N.  W.  786,  74  A.  S.  R.  885. 

100.  8.  Henderson  t.  Simmons,  33  AIs. 

4.  Webb  T.  Fuller,  85  Me.  443,  27  291,  70  Am.  Dee.  590. 
AU.  346,  22  L.R.A.  177:  Zimmer  v. 
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55,  45  Am.  Dec.  115. 
Note:  18  Ann.  Cas.  742. 


130  A.  S.  R.  575. 
6.  Succession  of  Benton,  106  La. 
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267.  Inheritance  Taxes. — ^Id  many  jurisdictions  provisions  of  the 
statutory  law  exact  the  payment  of  succession  or  inheritance  taxes. 
Tbe  systems  in  force  in  the  several  states  differ  considerably  in  regard 
to  the  details  of  collecting  such  taxes.  Most  frequently  it  is  made 
the  duty  of  the  executor  or  administrator  to  see  to  the  payment  or  to 
make  the  payment  and  deduct  tbe  amount  due  from  the  shares  of 
tliose  beneficially  interested  in  the  estate.*  Before  payment  it  gener- 
idly  is  tbe  duty  of  the  personal  representative  to  retain  sufficient  of 
the  assets  of  the  estate  to  pay  the  tax,  and  he  may  be  held  responsible 
for  the  payment  of  such  tax  where  he  exhausts  the  personalty  by 
the  payment  of  debts  before  the  tax  is  paid."  The  generally  occepted 
view  is  that  an  inheritance  tax  is  not  a  part  of  the  expenses  of  admin- 
istration. But  the  payment  of  such  a  tax  to  a  foreign  state  in  order 
to  obtain  property  there  situated  has  been  regarded  as  a  proper  expense 
of  administration,  to  be  allowed  to  the  executor  and  paid  from  the 
general  property  of  tbe  estate,  and  one  which  need  not  be  a  cliarge 
pro  rata  upon  specific  legacies.^'  A  payment  of  the  inheritance  tax 
by  a  foreign  debtor  to  the  domiciliary  administrator  has  been  held  to 
be  a  bar  to  a  suit  brought  by  an  ancillary  administrator  subsequently 
appointed.^* 

'Allowaneee 

268.  Widow's  Allowance. — ^The  widow's  allowance  is  sometimes 
treated  as  a  debt  of  the  deceased,'*  while  in  certain  jurisdictions  it 
is  the  rule  that  the  granting  of  such  claims  is  not  a  matter  of  le^ 
right  but  rests  in  the  discretion  of  the  probate  court.**  The  court, 
in  making  this  allowance,  should  take  into  consideration  all  the  cir- 
cumstances bearing  upon  the  reasonableness  of  the  amount  allowed, 
regard  being  had  to  the  mode  in  which  she  lived  during  the  lifetime 
of  her  husband,  and  the  suHiciency  of  the  estate  to  pay  the  amount 
allowed.  The  court  is  not  bound  to  limit  such  amount  to  a  l)are 
support  of  the  widow.*"  As  a  general  rule  an  order  of  the  probate 
court  granting  or  refusing  the  statutory  widow's  or  family  allowance 
is  appealable;  '*  but  it  has  been  held  that  when  the  court  has  grouted 

9.  People  Union  Trust  Co.,  255  14.  liawrenee  v.  Secority  Co.,  56 
HI.  188,  99  N.  E.  377,  Ann.  Gas.  1913D  Conn.  423,  15  Atl.  406,  1  L.R.A.  342; 
514;  Matter  of  Meyer,  209  N.  T.  386,  Smith  v.  Hovard,  86  Me.  203,  29  Atl. 
103  N.  E.  713,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  263  1008,  41  A.  S.  R.  537. 

and  note,  L.R.A.1915C  615.  15.  Stevens's  Estate,  83  Cai.  322,  23 

10.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  265.         Pae.  379,  17  A.  S.  R.  262. 

11.  Kingsbury  t.  Bazeley,  75  N.  H.  16.  Rieger  v.  Schaible,  81  Neb.  33, 
13,  70  Atl.  916,  139  A.  8.  B.  664,  20  68,  115  N.  W.  560,  116  N.  W.  953, 
Ann.  Cas.  1355.  16  Ann.  Cas.  700,  17  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

12.  Frothingham  v.  Shaw,  175  Mass.  866.  As  to  appealable  orders  gener- 
69,  55  N.  E.  623,  78  A.  S.  R.  475.      ally,  see  Appeal  and  Ebbob,  vol.  2, 

13.  McCleltan  v.  Filson,  44  Ohio  St.  p.  180  at  sea 
184,  5  N.  E.  861,  68  Am.  Rep.  814. 
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an  order  making  an  allowance  for  the  support  of  a  widow  of  a  dece- 
dent, and  the  time  in  which  an  appeal  from  such  order  may  be  taken 
has  been  allowed  to  pass,  the  court  cannot  review  the  order.''  The 
allowance  is  normally  payable  out  of  the  assets  belonging  to  the  estate 
of  the  deceased,  and  it  has  been  held  that  it  is  not  payable  out  of 
damages  recovered  for  the  wrongful  death  of  her  husband. A  lien 
given  by  the  statute  of  one  state  on  the  real  estate  of  the  husband  for 
the  support  of  the  widow  after  his  death,  is  not  necessarily  enforceable 
in  reference  to  real  estate  elsewhere  located,  since,  it  is  said,  to  allow 
the  enforcement  of  such  a  lien  would  be  to  permit  the  statute  of 
another  state  to  alter  the  laws  of  descent  of  the  state  where  the  land 
is  located.^*  It  has  been  held  that  the  right  to  an  allowance  may  be 
accorded  to  the  widow  in  addition  to  her  right  of  dower.** 

269.  Quantum  of  Allowance. — Statutory  provisions  sometimes  re- 
quire thot  a  widow's  exemption  or  allowance  out  of  the  estate  of  her 
deceased  husband  must  be  set  aside  to  her  under  certain  circumstances 
by  the  executor  or  administrator.  Such  allowances  differ  widely  in 
character  and  amount  and  manner  of  adjustment.  It  has  been  held 
that  in  settling  the  account  of  an  administrator,  a  credit  may  be 
taken  for  an  allowance  made  to  the  widow,  but  the  court  may  in  its 
discretion  cut  down  such  allowahee.*  In  some  states  the  allowance  is 
merely  a  widow's  exemption  of  a  limited  sum,"  or  the  right  to  remain 
in  the  mansion-house  of  her  deceased  husband  for  a  definite  time,*  and 
it  is  sometimes  made  to  include  some  specific  thing,  as^  for  example, 
a  work-horse  out  of  the  estate,  which  she  may  select  at  any  time  before 
or  after  administration.  After  making  the  choice,  she  is  bound  by 
it,  and  becomes  the  absolute  owner  of  the  thing  so  selected,  with 
power  to  sell  or  dispose  of  it*  In  a  case  where  the  allowance  provided 
is  one  year's  support  and  is  given  to  her  on  her  application  when  her 
husband  has  died  intestate  or  she  has  elected  to  take  against  his  will, 
it  has  been  held  that  such  allowance  is  made  irrespective  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  estate  as  to  solvency  or  insolvency  and  the  property  thus 
set  apart  does  not  enter  into  the  administration  of  the  estate,  is  in  no 
wise  subject  to  the  debts  of  the  deceased,  and  does  not  go  into  the 
hands  of  the  administrator.    If  it  should  come  into  his  hands,  it 

17.  Stevens's  Estate,  83  Cal.  322,  23  505,  77  Am.  Dec.  69;  Odiome's  Ap- 
Pae.  379,  17  A.  S.  R.  252.  peal,  54  Pa.  St.  175,  93  Am.  Dec.  683. 

18.  Broadnax  t.  Broadnax,  160  N.  3.  Conger  v.  Atwood,  28  Ohio  St 
C.  432,  76  S.  B.  216,  42  L.RJL(N.S.)  134,  22  Am.  Hep.  362;  McCIellan  v. 
725  and  note.  Pilson,  44  Ohio  St.  184,  5  N.  E.  861, 

19.  Short  V.  Galway,  83  Ky.  601,  58  Am.  Rep.  814;  Carr  v.  Hull,  05 
4  A.  S.  R.  168.  Ohio  St.  394,  62  N.  E.  439,  87  A. 

20.  Worthen  v.  Pearson,  33  Ga.  385,  S.  R,  623,  58  L.R.A.  641;  Graham  v. 
81  Am.  Dec.  213.  Stnll,  92  Tenn.  673,  22  S.  W.  738,  21 

1.  In  re  Freud,  131  Cal.  607,  63  L.RA.  241  and  note. 

Pac.  1080,  82  A.  S.  R.  407.  4.  Brooks  v.  Mutin,  43  Ala.  360,  M 

2.  Houghton  v,  Hong^iton,  14  Ind.  Am.  Dec.  686. 
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may  be  reeoTeied  firom  him  by  tbe  widow.*  On  the  other  hand  it  has 
been  held  that  debts  contracted  by  the  widow  in  her  own  name  for 

family  supplies,  after  the  date  of  the  death  of  her  husband,  and  after 
her  appointment  as  his  administratrix,  are  not  proper  charges  againat 
bis  e^te  in  h^  favor  on  the  settlement  of  his  insolvent  estate  by  her.* 

270.  Waiver  of  Widow's  Allowance. — ^The  right  to  receive  an 
allowance  as  a  widow  in  most  jurisdictions  may  be  waived  by  an  ante- 
nuptial agreement,'  or  by  articles  of  separation  entered  into  during 
the  period  after  their  marriage.*  But  where  the  statutory  allowance 
is  made  for  the  benefit  of  both  widow  and  children,  and  there  are 
children,  some  courts  have  held  that  the  allowance  will  not  be  affected 
by  an  ante-nuptial  agreement.'  It  has  been  held  that  statutes  entitling 
the  wife  to  receive  a  specified  sum  as  an  allowance,  contemplate  only 
the  case  of  a  wife  who  lives  with  her  husband  till  his  death,  and  faith- 
fully performs  all  her  duties  to  his  family.'*  Hence,  a  wife  who 
abandons  her  husband,  and  renounces  all  conjugal  intercourse,  with- 
out such  reasonable  cause  as  would  entitle  her  to  a  divorce,  will  usually 
be  held  to  have  forfeited  her  right  to  an  exemption  of  her  husband's 
estate."  Of  course  the  right  to  a  widow's  allowance  will  be  denied 
to  one  who  in  fact  was  never  the  wife  of  the  decedent;  and,  therefore, 
the  standing  of  the  claimant  as  the  lawful  wife  of  the  deceased  may 
be  brought  in  issue  in  proceedings  for  the  granting  of  an  allowance 
to  her  as  widow.** 

271.  Conflict  of  Laws. — As  a  general  rule  statutes  relating  to 
allowances  to  widows  do  not  have  any  extraterritorial  effect,  and  in 
some  states  do  not  even  apply  to  a  widow  of  a  nonresident.**  Nor  has 
a  probate  court  of  one  state  jurisdiction  to  decree  an  allowance  to  a 
widow  of  a  nonresident  decedent  from  assets  within  its  jurisdiction 
on  which  there  is  ancillary  administration.  A  widow's  claim  for 
allowance  is  not  only  controlled  by  the  law  of  the  state  where  the 
husband  resided  at  the  time  of  his  death,  but  it  must  also  be  granted 
by  the  probate  court  of  that  state.**  In  like  manner  it  has  been 
decided  that  a  judgment  by  the  courts  of  the  state  of  the  late  domioil 

5.  Graham      Stull,  92  Tenn.  673,  93  Am.  Dee.  683. 

22  S.  W.  738,  21  L.R.A.  241.  11.  Noah's  Estate,  73  Cal.  583,  15 

6.  Patapsco  Guano  Co.  v.  Ballard,  Pac.  287,  2  A.  S.  R.  829;  Nye's  Ap- 
107  Ala.  710,  19  So.  777,  54  A.  S.  R.  peal,  126  Pa.  St.  341,  17  Atl.  618,  12 
131.  A.  S.  R.  873. 

7.  Houghton  v.  Houghton,  14  Ind.  12.  Potter  v.  Chipp,  203  III.  592,  68 
605,  77  Am.  Deo.  69.  N.  E.  81,  96  A.  S.  R.  322. 

8.  Noah's  Estate,  73  Cal.  583,  15  13.  Graham  v.  Stull,  92  Tenn.  673, 
Pac.  287,  2  A.  S.  R.  829.  22  S.  W.  738,  21  L.R.A.  241  and  note; 

9.  Phelps  V.  Phelps,  72  III.  545,  22  HascaU  t.  HafEord,  107  Tenn.  355,  65 
Am.  Rep.  149 ;  Zachmann  v.  Zachmann,  S.  W.  423,  89  A.  S.  R.  952. 

201  111.  380,  66  N.  E.  256,  94  A.  S.  R.  14.  Smith  v.  Howard,  86  Me.  203, 
180.  29  Atl.  1008,  41  A.  S.  B.  637, 

10.  Odiorne's  Appeal,  54  Pa.  St.  175, 
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of  a  decedent  making  a  family  allowance  to  his  widow  out  of  hia 
assets  according  to  the  laws  of  that  state  is  not  binding  upon  his  lands 
in  another  state  whose  laws  do  not  recognize  such  an  allowance.** 

272.  Allowances  to  Children. — In  numerous  jurisdictions  an 
exemption  or  allowance  is  given  not  only  to  the  widow  but  to  the 
children  of  the  deceased.  Where  the  allowance  is  directed  to  be 
made  in  favor  of  the  widow  and  the  minor  children  of  a  decedent,  the 
right  to  the  allowance  as  regards  the  children  depends  on  their  minor- 
ity. Accordingly  it  has  been  held  that  a  daughter,  though  married 
and  over  eighteen  years  of  age,  was  entitled  to  ^are  in  the  exemption, 
where  she  is  under  twenty-one  years  of  age.'*  Under  such  a  statute 
the  widow  and  minor  children  of  a  decedent  are  entitled  to  the 
exemption,  not  as  incident  to  the  social  relation  of  a  family,  but 
because  of  the  status  of  widowhood  and  minority,  and  they  are  entitled 
to  take  and  hold  it,  in  the  condition  in  which  they  are  found,  whether 
they  are  living  together  in  such  relation  or  not.''  And  such  an 
allowance  is  not  dependent,  as  to  the  children,  upon  the  life  of  the 
mother.'* 

Legaciet 

273.  Payment  of  legacies. — Ordinarily,  in- the  absence  of  any  pro- 
vision in  the  will  as  to  the  time  of  payment,  pecuniary  legacies  are 
payable  at  Uie  end  of  Uie  year  from  the  death  of  the  testator,  without 
interest,  but  if  not  then  paid  they  bear  interest  at  the  legal  rute.'* 
An  executor  is  not  compellable  to  pay  general  legacies  within  one 
year  after  the  death  of  the  testator;  but  he  may  lawfully  pay  and  dis- 
charge them  within  the  year,  if  the  estate  is  such  as  to  enable  him 
to  do  so.'  A  legatee  is  not  bound,  in  the  absence  of  an  order  of 
court,  to  accept  payment  of  his  legacy  in  instalments  at  the  discretion 
or  convenience  of  the  executor.*  The  ordinary  statute  of  limitations 
is  not  a  bar  to  the  recovery  of  a  legacy  or  other  distributive  share  of 
personal  estate  to  which  a  person  is  entitled  under  the  intestate  law.* 
Although  the  right  to  recover  a  legacy  may  be  lost  by  laches  it  has 

15.  Smith  V.  Smifh,  174  III.  62,  50  Ann.  Cas.  1355;  Sloan*8  Appeal,  168 
N.  E.  1083,  43  L.R.A.  403.  As  to  Pa.  St.  422,  32  Atl.  42,  47  A.  S.  R. 
laws  governing  decedents'  estates  gen-  889. 

erally,  see  Conjuct  of  I<aw8,  voL  6,  1.  Palmer  v.  Palmer,  108  Me.  25, 

p.  928  et  seq.                             .  75  Atl.  130,  19  Ann.  Cas.  1184;  Fre- 

16.  Lanford  v.  Lee,  119  Ala.  248,  24  linghuysen  v.  New  York  Life  Infir^ 
So.  578,  72  A.  S.  R.  914.  ance  &  Trust  Co.,  31  R.  1. 150,  77  AtL 

17.  Lanford  v.  Lee,  119  Ala.  248,  24  98,  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  237. 

So.  578,  72  A.  S.  R.  914.  2.  Welch  v.  Adams,  152  Mass.  74 

18.  Whitcomb  V.  Reid,  31  Miss.  567,  25  N.  E.  34,  9  L,R.A.  244. 

66  Am.  Dec.  579.  3.  Patterson   v.   Nichol,   6  Watts 

19.  Kingsbury  v.  Bazeley,  75  N.  H.  (Pa.)  379,  31  Am.  Dee.  473. 
13,  70  AtL  916,  139  A.  S.  R.  664,  20 
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been  beld  that  the  mere  failure  for  many  yeazs  to  apply  for  a  legacy 
will  not  bar  a  right  to  recover  it,  where  the  claimant  had  no  knowl- 
edge of  his  rights  and  the  interested  parties  are  all  living,  and  no 
evidence  has  been  lost  and  no  uncertainty  exists  aa  to  the  amount 
due.*  On  tlie  other  hand  the  settlement  and  payment  of  distributive 
interests  in  a  decedent's  estate  are  ordinarily  presumed  after  a  lapse 
of  twenty  years  from  the  time  when  the  executor  or  administrator 
should  have  settled  the  administration.*  In  ^neral,  an  executor  or 
administrator  will  be  justified  in  making  payment  to  the  particular 
legatees  named  in  the  will.  Sometimes  the  courts  are  called  upon  to 
decide  as  to  the  capacity  of  legatees  to  accept;  as,  for  example,  it  has 
been  decided  that  a  state  may  accept  a  legacy  to  it,  and  that  an  act 
or  resolution  of  the  general  assembly  of  a  state  accepting  a  legacy 
given  to  it,  and  agreeing  to  its  conditions,  is  a  sufficient  assurance 
to  the  executors  to  justify  payment  of  the  legacy.* 

274.  Necessity  of  Assent. — Since  it  was  a  rule  of  the  common  law 
that  the  title  to  all  the  personal  property  of  the  decedent  was  in  the 
executor  or  administrator,'  it  early  became  established  that  tlie  assent 
of  tlie  personal  representative  was  essential  to  the  passing  of  a  (*om> 
plete  title  of  a  specific  legacy  to  one  named  in  the  will  as  devisee.* 
It  has  been  said  that  the  absent  of  the  executor  to  the  delivery  of  the 
l^cy  is  necessary  for  his  protection  against  creditors  of  his  testator, 
and  against  insufliciency  of  assets  to  pay  all  legacies  in  full.*  In  most 
jurisdictions  tlte  same  prerequisite  as  to  assent  is  required,  and 
neither  legatees  nor  distributees  have  a  right  of  property  in  the  goods 
and  chattels  of  tlte  decedent  until  the  assent  of  the  personal  repre- 
sentative is  given.  Until  then  they  have  only  an  inchoate  right  in 
tlie  surplus  after  payment  of  debts,  which  is  only  a  riglit  of  action, 
the  property  remaining  in  the  representative."  If  a  legatee,  witliout 
the  assent  of  the  executor,  takes  possession  of  a  thing  bequeathed  to 
him,  the  executor  may  maintain  an  action  of  trespass  or  trover  against 
him."  On  the  giving  of  assent  to  tlie  legacy  tlie  title  passes  to  the 
legatees,'*  but  the  assent  creates  no  new  title.  It  merely  perfects  the 
tiUe  acquired  under  the  will;  and  hence,  if  the  legacy  is  void  the 

4.  SeldeD  v.  Kennedy,  104  Ta.  826,  68  AtL  265,  14  LJt.A.(N.8.)  798  and 

62  S.  E.  635,  113  A.  S.  R.  1076,  7  note. 

Ann.  Caa.  879,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  944.  10.  Crist  v.  Crist,  1  Ind.  670,  50  Am. 

6.  Blackwell  t.  Blackwetl,  33  Ala.  Dec.  481  and  note;  Sneed  v.  Hooper, 

67,  70  Am.  Deo.  556.  Cooke  (Tenn.)  200,  5  Am.  Dec.  691. 

6.  Webster  t,  Wiggin,  19  R.  I.  73,  11.  Crist  v.  Crist,  1  Ind.  570,  50  Am. 
31  Atl.  824,  28  L.R.A.  510.            ■  Dec.  481  and  note. 

7.  Note:  78  A.  8.  R.  205.  See  also  12.  Blood  v.  Kane,  130  N.  T.  614, 
■npra,  par.  161.  29  N.  E.  994,  16  L.R.A.  490;  Johnson 

8.  Note:  2  Eng.  RnL  Cas.  144.  Corpenning,  39  N.  C.  216^  44  Am. 

9.  Cxeaa  v.  McMahon,  106  Md.  507,  Deo.  106. 
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assent  avails  nothing.^'  Upon  the  assent  of  an  executor  to  a  valid 
legacy,  there  arises  a  contract  on  sufficient  consideration  to  pay  the 
legacy  to  the  legatees;  and  It  seems  that  it  is  such  a  contract  as  is 

protected  by  the  constitution  from  being  impaired  by  legislation.** 
The  assent  of  the  executor  to  the  legacy  may  be  either  express^  or 
implied  from  the  acts  or  declarations  of  the  executors,  or  from  other 
circumstances.  Where  an  executor  is  appointed,  he  may  assent  to 
a  legacy  before  he  proves  the  will.  If  there  are  several  executors,  the 
assent  of  any  one  of  them  is  sufficient ;  and  if  one  of  two  executors  dies, 
the  assent  of  the  survivor  is  sufficient.''  If  a  legacy  is  given  to  an 
executor  he  may  assent  to  his  own  legacy  and  thereby  vest  title  in 
himself  individually.*'  Where  there  is  a  gift  of  a  specific  chattel 
for  life,  and  then  over,  the  executor  may  assent  to  the  legacy  and 
discharge  himself  from  liability  to  the  remainderman,  by  delivery 
to  the  tenant  for  hfe,  for  the  assent  to  that  legacy  is  an  assent  to  the 
one  in  remainder.  It  was  formerly  held,  in  such  cases,  that  the 
executor  would  be  bound  to  the  remaindermen,  unless  he  took  security 
from  the  tenant  for  life  that  the  thing  should  be  forthcoming  at 
his  death.  But  unless  there  be  collusion,  it  is  now  held  otherwise, 
and  the  tenant  for  life  is  only  bound  to  give  a  receipt,  unless  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  the  article  will  be  destroyed  or  sent  away,  in 
which  case  the  executor  may  refuse  to  deliver  it  without  security.*' 
After  the  lapse  of  many  years  it  may  not  be.nec^sary  to  prove  assent 
to  a  legacy,  since  the  law  will  presume  in  proper  cases  that  it  has  been 
given." 

275.  Liability  of  Executor  on  Promises  to  Legatees. — ^Where  a 
person  named  in  a  will  as  an  executor  has  qualified  as  such,  the  mere 
fact  of  his  acceptance  of  the  office  and  his  entering  upon  his  duties 
did  not  at  common  law  render  him  liable  in  an  action  at  law  to  a 
legatee  for  his  legacy.**  At  common  law,  the  rule  has  long  prevailed 
that  administrators  and  executors  become  personally  liable  on  their 
promises  made  to  legatees  that  their  legacies  would  be  paid.*"  In 
accordance  with  this  rule  it  has  been  held  that  an  executor  is  liable 
individually  upon  a  contract  made  by  him  before  his  appointment 
by  which  he  agreed  for  a  TOnsidenttion  to  pay  to  the  legatees  after 

13.  Note:  SO  Am.  Dee.  488.  26  Am.  Dec.  721. 

14.  Dunham  v.  Elford,  13  Rich.  Eq.     18.  Bufford  v.  HoUiman,  10  Tex. 
(S.  C.)  190,  94  Am.  Dec.  163.  560,  60  Am.  Dec.  223. 

15.  Mote:  60  Am.  Dee.  486.  19.  Evans  Foster,  80  Wis.  60t»,  50 
-     16.  Blood  V.  Kane,  130  N.  T.  514,  N.  W.  410, 14  LM^.  117. 


17.  Smith  T.  Bazliam,  17  N.  C.  ^0,  Cas.  766  and  note,  66  L.a.A.  672. 


29  N.  E.  994,  15  L.R.A.  490. 
Note:  50  Am.  Dee.  486. 


80.  Painter  v.  Ejuaer,  27  N«v.  421, 
76  Pac.  747, 103  A.  S.  R.  772, 1  Adb. 
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his  appointmeat  their  respective  proportioxu  of  money  eoming  into 
his  hands  in  excess  of  a  certain  sum.^ 

276.  Right  of  Set-off  and  of  Retainer.— It  is  a  recognized  doctrine 
of  the  common  law  that  distributive  shares  due  an  heir  or  legatee 
from  the  personal  estate  of  a  decedent  may  be  retained  and  applied  by 
an  executor  or  administrator  in  payment  of  a  debt  due  the  estate  by 
such  heir  or  legatee.*  Except  where  the  indebtedness  may  be  held 
to  be  an  advancement,  the  amount  of  the  debt  is  to  be  deducted  from 
such  heir's  legacy,  or  distributive  share  of  the  estate.*  In  making 
sach  deduction  it  is  immaterial  whether  or  not  such  debts  are  barred 
by  the  statute  of  limitations;  *  and  the  fact  that  a  debt  due  by  legatees 
to  the  testator's  estate  is  joint  will  not  prevent  the  amount  of  their 
debt  being  retained  from  their  claims  to  legacies.*  This  right  and 
duty  of  retainer  exists  though  the  heir  or  legatee  is  the  administrator 
himself,  and  it  is  immaterial  whether  he  was  indebted  to  the  deceased 
before  his  death  or  contracted  the  liability  to  the  estate  thereafter.* 
It  has  been  held,  however,  that  a  debt  of  a  devisee  to  a  testator  cannot 
be  charged  on  lands  devised  to  him  by  the  testator,  in  the  absence  of 
language  in  the  will  making  such  debt  a  charge.^  And  it  should  be 
noted  that  since  the  payment  of  a  debt  not  yet  due  cannot  be  enforced 
by  way  of  8etH)ff  until  it  is  due,  a  legacy  payable  presently  cannot 
be  set  off  against  the  legatee's  debt  to  the  estate  not  yet  due.* 

277.  Applications  of  Principle  of  Retainer. — ^The  authorities  are 
not  always  agreed  in  giving  effect  to  the  principle  that  an  executor  or 
administrator  may  set  off  a  debt  due  the  estate  against  the  share  of  an 
heir  or  legatee  in  the  estate.  For  example,  in  some  jurisdictions  the 
share  inherited  by  a  grandson  instead  of  by  a  deceased  parent  who 
would  have  been  entitled  thereto  if  alive,  is  not  considered  as  being 

1.  Painter  v.  Kaiser,  27  Nev.  421,  Smith,  158  Mo.  615,  69  S.  W.  984,  81 
76  Pac.  747,  103  A.  S.  R.  772, 1  Ann.  A.  S.  R.  317;  Ayres  v.  King,  l(i8  Mo. 
Cas.  765  and  note,  65  L.R.A.  672.  244,  67  S.  W.  558,  90  A,  S.  R.  452; 

2.  Marvin  v.  Bowlby,  142  Mich.  245,  Batton  v.  Allen,  5  N.  J.  Eq.  99,  43  Am. 
105  N.  W.  751,  113  A.  8.  R.  574,  7  Dec.  630;  Bucknor's  Estate,  136  Pa. 
Ann.  Cas.  559,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  189  uiA  St.  23,  19  Atl.  1069,  20  A.  S.  R.  891; 
note;  Lampbright  v.  Lampbright,  74  Irvine  v.  Palmer,  91  Tenn.  463,  19  S. 
Ohio  St.  198,  78  N.  E.  265,  6  Ann.  Cas.  W.  326,  30  A.  S.  R.  893. 

807  and  note;  Irvine  v.  Palmar.  91     4.  Lietman  v.  Lietman,  149  Mo.  112, 
Tenn.  463,  19  S.  W.  326,  30  A.  S.  E.  60  S.  W.  307,  73  A.  S.  R.  374. 
893.  5.  Webb  v.  FuUer,  85  Me.  443,  27 

See  also  infra,  par.  277.  Atl.  346,  22  L.R.A.  177. 

3.  KooDS  V.  Mellett,  121  Ind.  585,  6.  lAmbright  v.  Lambright,  74  Ohio 
23  N.  E.  95,  7  L.R.A.  231;  Webb  t.  St.  198,  78  N.  E.  266,  6  Ann.  Cas.  807 
Fuller,  85  Me.  443,  27  Atl.  346,  22  and  note. 

LJI.A.  177;  Gosneli  v.  Flack,  76  Md.     7.  La  Foy  v.  La  Foy,  43  N.  J.  Eq. 
423,  25  Atl.  411,  18  L.R.A.  158;  Liet-  206,  10  Atl.  266,  3  A.  S.  R.  302. 
man  v.  Lietman,  149  Mo.  112,  50  8.     8.  Hayes  v.  Hayes,  2  Del.  Gh.  IQL 
W.  307,  73  A.  S.  R.  374;  Bealey  v.  73  Am.  Dec.  709. 
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subject  to  deduction  for  the  parent's  debt  to  the  grandparent*  In 
other  states  it  has  been  held  that  the  uccollectable  debts  due  by  a 
son  to  his  father  may,  where  the  father  survives  the  son,  be  deducted 
in  determining  the  amount  which  the  son's  children  are  entitled  to 
take  in  the  father's  estate  as  representatives  of  the  son.^**  The  authori- 
ties generally  bold  that  an  executor  has  a  right  to  set  off  against  a 
legacy  to  a  member  of  a  partnership  the  amount  of  a  debt  due  the 
estate  from  the  partnership;  but  in  England  the  rule  is  to  a  con- 
trary effect.*^  It  has  been  held  that  the  fact  that  the  indebtedness 
to  the  estate,  of  an  insolvent  distributee,  is  partially  secured  by  a 
lien  on  other  property,  does  not  in  any  wise  affect  the  right  to  offset 
it  against  his  share  in  the  estate.'*  And  it  is  a  rule  that  the  indebted- 
ness of  a  legatee  to  the  estate  which  may  be  set  off  may  include  that 
arising  from  payment  by  the  administrator  of  obligations  of  the 
intestate  as  surety  for  the  legatee.'*  If  a  surety  gives  a  legacy  to  his 
principal,  the  latter  cannot  recover  it  from  the  estate  of  the  former 
until  lie  has  satisfied,  or  furnished  indemnity  against,  the  demand 
for  which  the  testator  was  his  surety.** 

278.  Effect  on  Assignments  and  Liens. — The  rule  that  a  legacy  is 
subject  to  ah  equitable  lien  or  right  of  set-off  in  favor  of  the  estate 
of  the  testator  for  all  debts  owing  from  the  legatee  to  the  testator  at 
the  time  of  the  letter's  death  may  be  enforced  irrespective  of  whether 
any  assignment  has  been  made  by  the  legatee  as  to  his  interest  in  the 
estate."  One  who  takes  a  mortgage  on  real  estate  from  an  heir  pend- 
ing settlement  of  the  estate,  can  acquire  no  greater  interest  than  that 
of  the  heir  himself;  and  where  the  real  property  is  sold  for  assets, 
his  claim  to  the  proceeds  will  be  subject  to  a  deduction  or  setroff  of 
the  heir's  indebtedn^."  Ttie  same  rule  applies  also  to  a  pureha^er 
of  the  nominal  interest  of  an  heir  or  distributee  in  an  estate.'^  Accord 
ingly,  it  has  been  held  that  a  legacy  from  a  surety  to  his  cosurety 
jointly  and  severally  liable  with  him  for  the  principal's  default  is 
subject  to  deduction  for  the  proportionate  share  of  the  legatee  of  the 
amount  which  the  estate  of  the  testator  is  compelled  to  pay  upon 
such  liability,  although  the  legacy  has  been  assigned  to  a  third  person 
before  any  payment  is  made  by  the  surety.'*    Likewise,  the.  rule 

9.  Powers  v.  Morrison,  88  Tex.  133,  23  N.  E.  95,  7  L.R.A.  231. 

30  S.  W.  851,  53  A.  S.  R.  738,  28  16.  In  re  Baily,  156  Pa.  St.  634,  3? 

L.R.A.  521.  Atl.  560,  22  L.R.A.  444. 

10.  Adams  v.  Yancy,  105  Miss.  233,  16.  Irvine  v.  Palmer,  91  Tenn.  463, 
62  So.  229,  419,  47  L;R.A.(N.S.)  1026  19  S.  W.  326,  30  A.  S.  R.  893. 

and  note,  17.  Fiscus  v.  Moore,  121  lad.  517, 

11.  Note:  21  Ann.  Caa.  812.  23  N.  E.  362,  7  L.R.A.  235. 

12.  Turner  v.  Turner,  [1911]  1  Ch.  18.  Oisheer  t.  Nave,  90  Tei.  568. 
(Eng.)  716,  21  Ann.  Caa.  810.  40  S.  W.  7,  37  L.R.A.  98. 

13.  Oxsheer  v.  Nave,  90  Tex.  568,  19.  In  re  Baily,  166  Pa.  St.  634,  27 
40  S.  W.  7,  37  L.R.A.  98.  AtL  560,  22  LJt.A.  444. 

14.  Koona  t.  MeUett,  1$!1  Ind.  585, 
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obtains  where  the  assignment  ia  an  involuntary  one  in  the  form  of  a 
lien  of  a  creditor  attaching  the  interest  of  an  heir,  since  the  general 
lien  of  a  judgment  creditor  of  a  legatee  upon  lands  charged  with  the 
legacy,  or  upon  the  proceeds  of  a  sale  thereof,  is  subject  to  any  equities 
that  may  exist  in  favor  of  the  estate  against  the  legatee.** 

279.  Right  of  Retainer  as  Affecting  Real  Estate.— The  doctrine 
of  retention,  it  has  been  held,  applies  only  to  specific  le^cies  and 
interests  in  the  personal  estate  of  the  decedent  According  to  this 
view  tlie  distributive  share  of  the  real  estate  of  an  heir  who  is  a  debtor 
to  the  estate  is  not  chargeable  with  such  indebtedness  even  where  the 
land  is  sold  and  the  proceeds  distributed.  Id  all  such  eases  the  debt 
of  the  lieir  must  be  colieoted  by  proceedings  brought  in  the  manner 
usual  for  collecting  any  other  indebtedness  due  to  the  estate.^  The 
reason  given  for  this  limitation  of  the  general  rule  is  that  the  real 
eetate  of  the  intestate  descends  directly  to  the  heirs  upon  the  death 
of  the  ancestor,  and  vests  in  them,  subject  only  to  the  debts  of  the 
estate.  In  the  case  of  testacy  the  principle  is  applied  that  if  the  testa- 
tor intends  to  do  so,  he  may  charge  the  estate  devised  with  the  duty 
of  paying  any  debt  which  may  be  due  from  the  devisee  to  the  tefitar 
tor,  and  his  omission  to  impose  such  a  condition  evinces  an  intention 
to  make  the  devise  unconditional.*  In  the  majority  of  jurisdic- 
tions, however,  this  exception  in  regard  to  real  estate  as  to  the 
general  rule  that  an  executor  or  administrator  may  retain  a  debt  due 
from  an  heir  or  legatee  is  not  recognized,  and  hence  it  is  that  a  debt 
due  to  the  estate  from  an  heir  may  be  deducted  from  his  distributive 
share  of  the  proceeds  of  real  estate  which  has  been  sold  in  process  of 
administration.'  The  view  taken  by  the  courts  that  refuse  to  recognize 
the  exception  seems  to  be  that  the  heir  takes  his  share  in  the  realty 
of  the  intestate  subject  to  all  equities  existing  in  favor  of  the  estate. 
And  this  has  been  held  to  be  the  rule  applicable  under  statutes  by 
virtue  of  which  the  real  property  of  an  intestate  is  made  chargeable 
with  the  payment  of  debts  equally  with  the  personalty,  except  that 
the  personalty  must  first  be  exhausted.* 

Insolvent  Estaiet 

280.  In  General. — Tn  many  jurisdictions  the  administration  of 
estates  is  modified  by  the  fact  of  insolvency  of  such  estates,  and  special 
statutory  methods  sometimes  exist  for  the  administration  of  estates 
which  are  insolvent*  It  has  been  held  that' the  effect  of  a  decree  of 

80.  Koons  T.  Mellett.  121  Ind.  685,  3.  Fisem  t.  Moore,  121  Ind.  647,  23 

23  N.  E.  95,  7  L.R.A.  231.  N.  E.  362,  7  L.R.A.  235. 

1.  Marvin  v.  Bowlby,  142  Mich.  245,  Note:  7  Ann.  Cos,  504. 

105  N.  W.  761,  113  A.  S.  R.  574,  7  4.  Note:  7  Ann.  Cas.  564. 

Ann.  Cas.  559,  4  L.R,A.(N.S.)  189.  6.  Key  v.  Harris,  116  Tenn.  Wtt,  92 

S.  Note:  4  L.RA.<N.S.)  190.  8.  W.  235,  8  Ann.  Cas.  200. 
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insolvency  of  an  estate  is  to  transfer  to  tiie  court  of  probate  the  exclu- 
sive jurisdiction  of  all  claims  against  the  estate.*  And  it  is  a  mle 
in  England  that  a  discretionary  power  exists  to  transfer  the  adminis- 
tration of  Insolvent  estates  to  the  bankruptcy  court.'  Where  estates 
are  insolvent,  equity  may  in  some  cases  be  resorted  to,  and  the 
executor  or  administrator  may  be  permitted  to  file  a  bill  to  marshal 
assets;^  and  an  instance  may  be  noted  where  commissioners  upon 
insolvent  estates  are  given  the  powers  of  courts  of  equity  as  well  as 
law.'  One  effect  of  the  insolvency  of  an  estate  is  to  vest  in  the 
creditors  greater  rights  than  are  ordinarily  accorded  to  them,  since 
each  creditor  is  permitted  to  oppose  the  claims  of  other  creditors  and 
thereby  increase  the  amount  available  to  pay  his  own  debt.***  The 
interest  of  an  heir  in  an  insolvent  estate  is  considered  as  merely 
technical,  instead  of  being  beneficial  as  is  the  case  in  regard  to  solvent 
estates;  and  it  has  been  said  that  an  analogy  may  properly  be  drawn 
between  the  duties  of  the  office  of  an  administrator  of  an  insolvent 
estate  and  those  of  an  assignee  of  an  insolvent  debtor.'*  When  an 
estate  is  settled  as  insolvent,  all  claims  existing  between  the  decedent 
and  other  persons,  arising  out  of  or  dependent  upon  obligations,  cove- 
nants, and  contracts,  which  are  mutually  affected  by  or  connected 
each  with  the  other,  are  usually  required  to  be  exhibited  and  finally 
settled.*'  It  has  been  held  that  the  administration  of  an  estate  as 
insolvent  is  good  although  it  afterward  appears  that  the  estate  was 
in  fact  solvent.** 

281.  Prorating  of  Claims. — ^The  estate  of  an  insolvent  decedent 
at  his  death  is  in  most  jurisdictions  impounded  by  law  for  the  benefit 
of  all  his  creditors,  who  become  entitled  to  share  in  it  pro  rata  except 
where  special  preferences  may  be  permitted.**  A  secured  creditor  is 
not  in  all  cases  required  to  surrender  his  security  and  join  in  the 
general  proportional  division  of  the  assets  available  for  the  payment 
of  creditors,  but  in  some  jurisdictions  he  is  permitted  to  retain  his 
security,  or  to  sell  it  and  apply  the  proceeds  against  his  debt  and  then 
prove  the  balance  and  participate  pro  rata  with  unsecured  creditors 
in  regard  to  such  balance.**   Accordingly,  a  dividend  from  a  dece- 

6.  Ray  t.  Thompson,  43  Ala.  434, 94  13.  Tieknor  v.  Haxxis,  14  N.  H.  272, 
Am.  Dec.  696.  40  Am.  Dee.  186. 

7.  Mote:  2  Eng.  Rnl.  Cas.  213.  14.  Ooodwio  v.  Jones,  3  Mass.  614, 

8.  Burts  V.  Loyd,  45  Qa.  104, 12  Am.  2  Am.  Dee.  173;  Willis  v.  Sharp.  115 
Rep.  574.  N.  T.  398,  22  N.  E.  149,  5  L.R.A.  636; 

9.  Brown  v.  Slater,  16  Conn.  192, 41  Nimmo  v.  Com.,  4  Hen.  ft  M.  (Va.)  57, 
Am.  Deo.  136.  4  Am.  Dec.  488. 

10.  -  In  re  Claghom,  181  Pa.  St  600,  16.  Wheat  v.  Dingle,  82  S.  C.  473, 
37  Atl.  918,  69  A.  S.  R.  680.  11  S.  E.  394,  8  L.KJL  376;  In  re 

11.  Kilbonne  v.  Fay,  20  Ohio  St.  Hopkins,  18  Ch.  D.  370,  2  Eng.  Rnl. 
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dent's  assets,  where  such  assets  are  not  sufficient  to  pay  creditors  in 
full,  can  be  computed  in  favor  of  a  mortgage  creditor  only  on  the 
balance  of  the  mortgage  debt,  where  he  has  accepted  the  proceeds 
of  the  mortgaged  premises  on  a  sale  of  decedent's  land  for  debts.^* 
If  there  is  a  surplus  from  property  covered  by  a  lien  after  the  paying 
off  of  such  lien,  the  other  creditors  are  entitled  to  receive  a  sum  equal 
pro  rata,  with  the  amount  obtained  by  the  lien  creditor  from  such 
property,  before  the  residue  will  be  divided  equally  among  all.''  But 
not  all  liens  which  exist  during  the  lifetime  of  the  person  owning  real 
estate  subject  to  them  survive  such  death.  For  example,  the  lien  of 
an  attachment  may  be  dissolved  by  an  adjudication  that  the  estate 
of  one  who  owned  the  land  subject  thereto  is  insolvent*^  It  has  been 
held  that  a  setoff  is  not  allowable  when  the  estate  is  notoriously  in- 
solvent, for  the  reason  that,  it  ia  said,  to  hold  otherwise  would  disturb 
the  course  of  administration. 

282.  Refunding  of  Payments. — ^An  executor  or  administrator  may 
distribute  an  estate  notwithstanding  the  existence  of  liabilities  which 
may  possibly  become  debts,  where  there  is  no  apparent  likelihood  of 
their  becoming  so,  and,  in  the  event  of  such  liabilities  becoming  debts, 
may  have  recourse  against  the  estate  in  the  hands  of  the  beneficiaries.*' 
Some  of  the  authorities  hold  that  whenever  legatees  have  been  paid 
their  legacies,  they  will  afterwards  be  bound  to  refund  a  ratable  part, 
in  case  debts  come  in  more  than  sufficient  to  exhaust  tl^e  residuum 
after  the  legacies  are  paid.'  But  the  representative  cannot  compel 
legatees  to  refund  the  value  of  legacies  delivered  to  them  because 
the  assets  of  the  estate  have  proved  insufficient  to  discharge  its  liabil- 
ities, unless  he  shows  in  addition  that  the  deficiency  was  caused  by 
debts  which  had  not  been  presented  to  him,'  or  that  he  had  no  notice 
or  knowledge  of  such  deb^,*  or  imless  a  deprecialaon  in  the  value  of 
the  assets  baa  unexpectedly  occurred.  An  administrator's  right  to 
reimbursement  from  the  distributees  for  a  debt  against  the  estate, 
which  he  has  been  compelled  to  pay  after  he  has,  in  ignorance  of 
the  debt,  made  distribution  of  the  estate,  is  not  limited  to  payment 
out  of  the  specific  money  or  property  received  from  the  estate  by  a 
distributee.  Any  property  belonging  to  the  distributee,  which  is  liable 

16.  Wheat  v.  Dingle,  32  S.  C.  473,  (Ky.)  411,  66  Am.  Dee.  573;  Ticknor 
U  S.  E.  394,  8  L.R.A.  375.  v.  Harris,  14  N.  H.  272,  40  Am.  Dec. 

17.  Masonic  Say.  Baak  v.  Bangs,  186. 

84  Ky.  135,  4  A.  S.  R-  197.  2.  Ticknor  v.  Harris,  14  N.  H.  272, 

18.  Belfast  Sav.  Bank  v.  Laneev,  93  40  Am.  Dec.  186. 

Me.  422,  45  Atl.  523,  74  A.  S.  R.  361.  3.  Marsh  v.  Scarboro,  17  N.  C.  551, 

19.  Bosler  t.  Exchange  Bank,  4  Pa.  27  Am.  Dec.  248;  Alexander  v.  Fox,  55 
St.  32,  45  Am.  Dec.  665.  N.  C.  106,  62  Am.  Dec.  211;  Davis  v. 

20.  Jervis  v.  Wolferstan,  L.  R.  18  Newman,  2  Rob.  (Va.)  664,  40  Am. 
Eq.  18.  43  L.  J.  Ch.  809,  2  Eng.  Rul.  Dec  764;  McCIung  v.  Sieg,  54  W.  Va. 
Cas.  165.  467, 46  8.  E.  210|  66  Ii.RA..  884. 

1.  Wilson  V.  Soper,  13  B.  Mon. 
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for  his  debts  generally,  may  be  subjected,  but  not  for  a  larger  amount 
than  he  has  received  from  the  estate.*  This  procedure  does  not  neces- 
sarily involve  hardship,  since  whoever  takes  a  legacy  must  know  that 
he  t^es  it  subject  to  the  testator's  liabilitiss,  and  takes  the  risk  of  its 
afterwards  turning  out  that  there  are  undiscovered  Uabilitiee.*  In 
refunding  the  amounts  paid  legatees  the  normal  rules  in  regard  to 
the  order  of  liability  of  real  and  personal  estate  have  application. 
For  example,  legatees  who  have  received  general  or  specific  legacies 
from  the  personalty  must  refund  the  whole  if  necessary  for  t'ie  pay- 
ment of  debts,  before  resort  can  be  had  to  real  property.*  Although 
the  right  to  a  refunding  in  proper  cases  is  recognized,  the  law  does  not 
contemplate  that  property  once  turned  over  to  the  devisees  and  legatees 
should  continue  to  be  specifically  bound  for  any  possible  future 
deficiency.'  *Not  infrequently  the  right  to  a  refunding  of  moneys 
already  paid  to  distributees  is  predicated  on  a  mistake  on  the  part 
of  executors  or  administrators  in  originally  making  such  payment. 
Since,  as  a  general  rule,  money  paid  by  mistnke  of  law,  with  knowl- 
edge of  all  the  facts,  cannot,  in  the  absence  of  fraud,  deceit,  or  undue 
importunity,  be  recovered  back,  so  it  is  a  rule  that  money  paid  by 
executors  under  an  erroneous  belief  that,  as  matter  of  law,  llie  pttyee 
was  entitled  to  it  as  the  representative  of  a  deceased  legatee  of  tlie  will, 
cannot  be  recovered  back.*  Legatees  cannot  be  compelled  to  refund 
to  an  executor  where  bis  mistake  was  merely  as  to  the  value  of  the 
assets  and  in  consequence  he  voluntarily  paid  them  thdr  legucies;* 
and  similarly,  where  the  mistake  is  as  to  the  amount  of  the  legacy 
due  a  particular  distributee,  the  excess  pnyment  cannot  be  recovered 
back  in  an  action  at  law  by  the  personal  representative.^*  It  is  said 
that  when  an  executor  or  administrator  pays  out  money,  he  is  pre- 
sumed to  know  the  condition  of  the  estate,  since  the  assets  are  in  his 
hands  and  he  is  familiar  with  their  amount  and  value.  He  is  also 
chargeable  with  knowledge  of  the  amount  of  claims  against  the 
estate  when  he  makes  a  payment  on  account  of  a  distributive  share. ^> 
It  is  a  rule  in  a  number  of  jurisdictions  tliat  where  an  executor  has 
paid  a  legacy  under  a  mistake  of  fact,  it  may  be  recovered  back  by 
him." 

4.  Mcaung  T.  Sieg,  64  W.  Va.  467,  S.  Scott  v.  Ford,  45  Ore.  531,  78  Paa. 
46  S.  E.  210,  66  L.R.A.  884.  742,  80  Fae.  899,  68  LJI.A.  469. 

5.  Fiscns  v.  Moore,  121  Ind.  547,  23  9.  Davis  v.  Newman,  2  Rob.  (Va.) 
N.  E.  362,  7  L.R.A.  235;  Jervis  v.  664, 40  Am.  Dee.  764. 

Wolferstan,  L.  R.  18  Eq.  IS,  43  L.  J.  10.  Somervell  v.  Somervell,  3  Qill 
Cb.  809,  2  Eng.  RuL  Cas.  165.  (Md.)  276,  43  Am.  Dee.  340. 

6.  MeCampbell  t.  McCampbell,  5  11.  Montgomery's  Appeal,  02  Pa. 
Litt.  (Ky.)  92,  15  Am.  Deo.  48.         St.  202,  37  Am.  Rep.  670. 

7.  Frost  V.  Atwood,  73  Mich.  67,  41     12.  Note:  78  A.  S.  B.  200. 
N.  W.  96,  16  A.  S.  R.  660. 
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283.  Erroneous  Payments  to  Heirs. — An  administrator  who  of  his 
own  accord  undertakes  to  decide  who  are  entitled  to  the  estate,  and 
makes  distribution  accordingly,  acts  at  his  peril.^*  An  ilhistration 
drawn  from  an  English  authority  is  to  the  effect  that  where  an  exec- 
utor decides  that  there  are  no  next  of  kin  and  makes  payment  of  the 
residue  to  the  crown  he  does  so  at  his  own  risk  and  may  be  held  to 
account  by  such  next  of  kin.**  Where,  however,  a  mistake  is  made 
in  regard  to  those  entitled  to  receive  distributive  shares  in  an  estate, 
and  there  is  no  negligence  on.  his  part,  an  executor  or  administrator 
may  recover  back  the  amount  so  erroneously  paid.^*  Accordingly, 
money  paid  by  executors  to  Uie  representative  of  one  whom  they, 
without  negligence  on  their  part,  erroneously  believed,  as  matter  of 
fact,  to  have  been  alive  when  the  will  took  effect,  so  as  to  be  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of  its  provisions,  may  be  recovered  back  by  them." 

284.  Payments  to  Creditors. — Where  a  creditor  expressly  agrees 
to  refund  if  it  be  found  that  the  estate  is  insolvent,  it  would  seem  as 
a  matter  of  course  that  the  executor  or  administrator  may  recover  the 
overnayment.^'  But  in  the  absence  of  sacb  an  agreement  if  an  exec- 
utor or  administrator  pays  a  debt  in  full,  and  such  debt  is  not  within 
a  preferred  class  when  the  estate  is  insolvent,  he  gives  a  preference  in 
violation  of  law,  and  renders  himself  liable  to  the  injured  creditors, 
and  may  himself  be  without  redress.'^  The  same  is  true  where  an 
administrator  pays  debts  out  of  their  legal  order  or  proportion.^*  In 
some  jurisdictions  if  an  executor  or  administrator  makes  a  payment 
in  full  of  the  claim  of  a  creditor  in  the  mistaken  belief  that  the  estate 
is  solvent,  such  personal  representative  may  sue  and  recover  back 
the  overpayment;  and  this  irre^}ective  of  whether  the  mistake  was 
one  of  law  or  fact.^"  In  other  jurisdictions,  however,  an  executor  or 
administrator  of  an  insolvent  estate  cannot  recover  back  an  overpay* 
ment  made  to  a  creditor  on  account  of  a  just  debt  except  when  the 
deficiency  of  assets  has  taken  place  from  accidental  causes  not  imput- 
able to  the  negligence  of  such  personal  representative.*  When  an 
action  is  brought  to  recover  an  overpayment  the  burden  is  upon  the 
administrator  to  show  what  is  due  from  a  creditor  who  has  been  over- 


15.  Lowry  v.  Helfillaii,  35  If ias.  147,  76  Am.  Dee.  320. 

72  Am.  Deo.  119.  19.  Lenoir  v.  Winn,  4  Desans.  (S. 

14.  Attomey-Oeneral  t.  Kohler,  026  C.)  65,  6  Am.  Dee.  597. 

H.  L.  Cas.  654,  2  Enir.  Rnl.  Cas.  186.  20.  Mansfield  r.  I^di,  69  Conn. 

16.  Northrop  v.  Graves,  19  Coon.  320,  22  AU.  313, 12.L.R.A.  286;  Wolf 
548,  50  Am.  Dec  264;  Culbreath  v.  Beaird,  123  lU.  585,  15  N.  E.  161, 
Onlbreath,  7  Oa.  64,  50  Am.  Dee.  375  ;  6  A.  S.  R.  565;  WoodmfF  v.  H.  B. 
McCampbell  v.  McCampbeU,  5  litt  Claflin  Co.,  108  N.  T.  470,  91  N.  E. 
(Ky.)  92, 15  Am.  Deo.  48.  1103,  19  Ann.  Cas.  791,  28  LJt.A. 

16.  Seott  v.  Ford,  45  On.  531,  78  (N.S.)  440. 

Pac  742,  80  Pac.  899,  68  L.R.A.  469.  1.  Carson       HcFarland,  2  Rawle 

17.  Note:  28  LJl.A.(N.S.)  441.  (Pa.)  118,  19  Am.  Dee.  627  and  notck 

18.  MeNeill  v.  MoNeill,  36  Ala.  109,  Note:  19  Ann.  Cas.  796. 
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paid,  and  he  must  also  prove  that  the  estate  has  been  finally  settled, 
for  the  reason  that  until  such  settlement  it  is  not  certain  that  an 
excessive  amount  has  been  paid.'  It  has  been  held  that  a  decree 
adjudging  an  ratate  insolvoat  is  not  competent  evidence  of  that  fact 
in  an  action  by  the  administrator  against  a  creditor  whose  claim  has 
been  paid  in  full,  to  recover  the  amount  paid  in  excess  of  the  creditor's 
pro  rata  share,  where  the  creditor  was  not  a  party  to  the  proceeding 
resulting  in  the  adjudication  of  insolvency.' 

285.  Erroneous  Payments  of  Legacie8.---Since  debta  must  be  paid 
in  preference  to  legacies  *  it  is  customary  for  the  executor  or  admin- 
istrator to  retain  the  legacies  until  the  debts  have  been  paid.'  While 
ordinarily  a  personal  repr^ntative  is  not  liable  for  property  of  an 
estate  lost  or  destroyed  without  any  fault  on  his  part,  yet  if  he 
pays  legacies  while  there  are  debts  yet  unpaid,  retaining  property 
in  his  possession  which  proves  insufficient  to  pay  the  debts,  he  may  be 
personally  liable  for  the  deficiency,  with  a  right  over,  however,  to 
bring  suit  against  the  heirs  and  distributees  to  require  them  to  refund.* 
The  same  rule  applies  where,  although  the  estate  is  not  insolvent,  it 
is  not  sufficient  to  pay  all  of  the  legacies  in  full.  And  if  an  executor 
imprudently  pays  to  some  legatees  the  full  amount  of  their  legacies, 
and  the  fund,  owing  to  depreciation  of  the  property,  proves  insufficient 
to  pay  all  the  legatees,  those  unpaid  are  not  bound  to  compel  the  over- 
paid legatees  to  refund,  but  may  proceed  directly  against  the  executor 
if  he  is  solvent.'  It  has  been  held  that  an  executor  or  administrator 
who  voluntarily  pays  legacies  within  the  year,  without  taking  a  refund- 
ing bond,  is  guilty  of  a  devastavit^ 

286.  Remedies  to  Recover  Amounts  paid  Legatees. — ^The  normal 
remedy  of  an  executor  or  administrator  to  recover  back  money  erro- 
neously paid  to  a  legatee  is  by  an  action  at  law."  Such  action  may  be 
brought  against  all  of  the  next  of  kin  jointly  or  one  or  more  of  them, 
or  agEiinst  all  of  the  legatees  jointly  or  one  or  more  of  them.'*  .While 
in  all  such  cases  the  ordinary  statute  of  limitations  may  apply  so  as 
to  prevent  recovering  back  the  payment  voluntarily  made,''  yet  it  has 
been  held  that  a  statute  of  limitations  will  not  run  so  as  to  protect  a 

2.  Note:  19  Ann.  Caa.  796.  R.  (Pa.)  84, 16  Am.  Dec  520. 

5.  Woodruff  T.  H.  B.  Claflin  Co.,  198  See  supra,  par.  186,  as  to  devastavit 
N.  Y.  470,  91  N.  E.  1103, 19  Aon.  Cas.  generallv. 

791  and  note,  28  L.R.A.(N.S.)  440.         9.  Phillips  v.  HeConiea,  69  Ohio  St. 

4.  Wood's  Appeal,  92  Pa.  St.  379,  1,  51  N.  £.  445,  69  A.  8.  R.  753.  As 
37  Am.  Rep.  694.  to   drenmstanees   giving   the  light 

6.  TieknOT  v.  Harris,  14  N.  H.  272,  to  obtain  a  r^ond  of  an  overpayment 
40  Am.  Dee.  186.  of  a  legacy,  see  supra,  par.  2^. 

6.  Uclntoah  v.  Hambleton,  35  Ga.     10.  Soutii  Milwaukee  Co.  v.  Mnrohy, 


Oall^       Attom^-Qenoral,  8 
Leigh  (Va.)  450,  24  Am.  Dec.  650. 
8.  Dougherty  v.  Snyder,  15  Serg.  & 
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legatee  against  liability  for  his  testator's  debts  until  after  the  remedy 
has  been  exhausted  against  the  executor,  since,  it  is  said,  no  cause  of 
action  arises  until  ^at  time.**  Where  an  administrator,  having  no 
notice  of  a  debt  against  the  estate  of  his  intestate,  makes  distribution 
of  the  estate,  and  is  afterward  compelled  to  pay  the  debt,  and  there  is 
no  fraud  or  improper  conduct  imputable  to  him  respecting  either  the 
creditors  or  the  distributees,  he  may,  in  equity,  compel  the  distributees 
to  refund  to  him  the  amount  of  the  debt,  interest  and  costs  which  he 
has  been  compelled  to  pay,  and  his  expenses  in  defense  of  the  suit, 
although  he  has  taken  no  refunding  bond.'*  It  has  been  ruled,  how- 
ever, that  executors  who  pay  legacies  without  taking  refunding  bonds, 
or  retaining  sufficient  money  in  their  hands  to  pay  the  debts  of  the 
estate,  and  consequently  have  to  use  their  own  funds  for  that  purpose, 
cannot,  as  of  course,  come  into  equity  and  have  the  legatees  refund 
the  amount  so  advanced,  but  can  do  so  only  when  there  are  peculiar 
circumstances  which  will  entitle  executors  so  situated  to  relief.'*  In 
some  jurisdictions  an  unpaid  creditor  may  bring  suit  against  the 
residuary  legatees  to  compel  them  to  refund  in  case  of  a  deficiency  of 
assets.** 

287.  Refunding  Bonds. — In  order  to  protect  an  executor  or  adminis- 
trator from  loss  arising  out  of  a  subsequently  occurring  deficiency  of 
assets  refunding  bonds  are  in  some  instances  given  by  legatees  and 
distributees  of  an  estate.  Ordinarily,  however,  on  the  final  settlement 
of  an  estate  the  law  does  not  require  that  any  refunding  bond  should 
be  given  by  the  distributee  or  exacted  by  the  executor  or  adminis- 
trator,** nor  is  the  personal  representative  required  to  guard  himself 
by  a  refunding  bond  against  contingent  claims  which  may  or  may  not 
ever  arise.*'  When  legacies  are  paid  before  the  expiration  of  the 
time  normally  allowed  for  the  settlement  of  an  estate,  an  executor  or 
administrator  has  the  right  to  insist  upon  the  legatee's  furnishing  a 
refunding  bond ;  **  and  he  may  not  be  compelled  to  pay  without 
such  bond.**  It  has  even  been  held  that  an  executor  who  voluntarily 
pays  legacies  within  such  period,  without  taking  a  refunding  bond, 
is  guilty  of  a  devastavit  if  a  loss  ensues  in  consequence.**  Where 
tbere  is  a  pecuniary  or  a  residuary  bequest  for  life,  with  a  limitation 
over,  the  executor  is  bound  to  protect  the  interests  of  those  in  remain- 

12.  Brock  V.  Kirkpatriefc,  60  S.  C.  (Ala.)  466,  20  Am.  Dec.  56. 

322,  38  S.  E.  779,  85  A.  S.  R.  847.        17.  Booth  v.  Starr,  5  Day  (Conn.) 

13.  McClung  V.  Siegj  54  W.  Va.  467,  275,  5  Am.  Dee.  149. 

46  S.  E.  210,  66  L.B.A.  884.  18.  Note:  2  Eng.  Rul.  Caa.  172. 

14.  Alexander  v.  Fox,  65  N.  C  106,  19.  Linsenbigler  v.  Gourl^,  66  Pa. 
62  Am.  Dec.  211.  St.  166,  94  Am.  Dee.  51. 

15.  Jervis  v.  Wolferstan,  L.  R.  18  Note:  2  Eng.  RuL  Cas.  172. 

£q.  la;  43  L  J.  Cfai  809,  2  Eng.  RuL  20.  Dougherty  v.  Snyder,  15  Seig, 
Caa.  166.  &  B.  (Pa.)  84, 16  Am.  Dee.  520. 

16.  Moore  v.  Chapman,  2  Stew. 
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der,  by  requiring  security  from  the  legatee  for  life.'  But  in  most 
jurisdictions  if  property  is  g^ven  to  one  for  life,  with  a  remainder 
over,  the  executor  has  no  right  to  require  a  bond  for  its  forthcoming 
(he  end  of  the  life  estate.*  In  like  manner  where  a  testator  has 
bequeathed  a  certain  annuity  to  bis  wife,  and  it  was  agreed  that  each 
legatee  should  pay  semiannually  a  certain  amount  to  discharge  it, 
it  has  been  held  that  the  executor  could  not  retain  a  legatee's  share 
to  secure  payment  of  an  annuity,  nor  require  security  for  its  pay- 
ment' In  an  action  by  an  executor  or  administrator  on  the  bond 
of  a  legatee,  conditioned  for  the  repayment  of  the  legacy  in  case  a 
deficiency  of  assets  should  arise,  it  has  been  held  that  the  statute  of 
limitation  commences  to  run  from  the  discovery  of  the  deficiency  of 
the  assets,  and  not  from  the  date  of  the  bond.*  ■ 

Preferences  and  Priorities 

288.  la  General. — Since  the  rights  of  creditors  are  of  varying 
degrees  of  merit,  the  statutes  ordinarily  classify  all  creditors  of  in- 
solvent estates  into  grades  or  degrees  with  reference  to  their  preferential 
character;*  and  such  statutes  usually  provide  that  although  an 
executor  or  administrator  of  an  insolvent  estate  may  single  out  for 
preferred  payment  any  creditor  of  the  same  class  and  equal  degree,* 
yet  he  is  denied  the  right  to  make  any  payment  to  creditors  of  any 
class  until  all  those  of  the  preceding  class  or  classes  have  been  fully 
paid.'  Under  some  statutes  the  debts  and  claims  owing  by  an  insolvent 
estate  must  be  liquidated  and  paid  in  the  following  order:  (1)  funeral 
expenses;  (2)  the  expenses  of  the  last  sickness;  (3)  debts  having  pref- 
erence by  the  laws  of  the  United  States;  (4)  judgments  rendered 
against  the  deceased  in  his  lifetime,  and  mortgages  in  the  order  of 
their  date;  (5)  all  other  demands  against  the  estate.*  Other  statutes 
provide  for  allowances  to  the  widow  and  children  for  their  support 

1.  Healey  v.  Toppan,  45  N.  H.  243,  449;  Cawood  v.  Wolfley,  66  Kan.  281, 
86  Am.  Dec.  159.  43  Pac.  236,  54  A.  S.  R.  590,  31  L.R.A. 

2.  Pelham  v.  Taylor,  54  N.  C.  121,  538;  Sweringen  t.  Eberias,  7  Mo.  421, 
69  Am.  Dee.  604.  38  Am.  Dec.  463;  Eilboume  v.  Fay, 

3.  Pelham  v.  Taylor,  64  N.  C.  121,  29  Ohio  St  264,  23  Am.  Rep.  741; 
69  Am.  Dec.  604.  Rock  Springs  First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Lnd- 

4.  Salisbury  v.  Black,  6  Har.  &  J.  vigsen,  8  Wyo.  230,  56  Pac.  994,  57 
(Md.)  293,  14  Am.  Dec.  279.  Pac.  934,  80  A.  S.  R.  928. 

5.  Myers  v.  Mott,  29  Cal.  359,  89  6.  Oermania  Bank  v.  Micband,  63 
Am.  Dec.  49;  Walls  v.  Walker,  37  Cal.  Minn.  459,  65  N.  W.  70,  54  A.  S.  R. 
424,  99  Am.  Dec.  290;  Totand  v.  Earl,  653,  30  L.R.A.  286. 

129  Cal.  148,  61  Pac.  914,  79  A.  S.  R.  7.  Brewer  v.  Button,  45  W.  Y*.  106, 
100;  Oolden  Gate  Undertaking  Co.  v.  30  S.  E.  81,  72  A.  S.  R.  804. 
Taylor,  168  Cat.  94,  141  Pac.  922,  52  8.  Myers  v.  Mott,  29  Cal.  259,  89 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  1152;  Camp  v.  Grant,  Am.  Dec  49 ;  Golden  Gate  Undertakinf 
21  Conn.  41.  64  Am.  Dec  321;  Fickle  Co.  v.  Taylor,  168  CaL  9^  IjU  PM. 
T.  Snepp,  97  Ind.  280,  48  Am.  Rep.  922,  52  L.BJL(K.S.)  1152.  » 
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for  a  year,  and  siich  allowances  are  given  a  preferred  place  in  the 
series  ahead  of  debts  entitled  to  preference  under  the  laws  of  the 
United  States;*  and  not  infrequently  public  rates  and  taxes  are  ac- 
corded a  preference  immediately  after  the  class  last  menUoned.^"  The 
whole  subject  seems  to  be  within  the  legislative  control,  for  it  has  been 
held  that  a  change  in  the  law  prescribing  the  order  of  payment  of 
the  debts  of  a  decedent  does  not  impair  the  obligation  of  a  contract 
nor  a  vested  right>^  It  may  also  be  noted  that  at  the  common  law 
certain  preferences  and  priorities  in  the  payment  of  creditors  were 
established  which  served  as  the  model  of  statutes  of  this  type  and 
which  in  the  absence  of  such  statutes  are  still  recognized  in  many 
jurisdictions.^' 

289.  Expenses  of  Funeral  and  Last  Illiiess. — Funeral  expenses 
according  to  the  degree  and  quality  of  the  deceased,  at  common  law 
were  allowed  out  of  the  goods  of  the  deceased,  before  the  payment  of 
any  debt  or  claim  whatever."  And  in  many  jurisdictions  to-day  the 
expenses  of  the  burial  constitute  a  claim  in  the  class  preferred  al^ve  all 
other  degrees  and  classes  of  claims  against  the  estate  of  a  decedent,^^ 
because  of  the  indispensable  necessity  for  proper  burial.'*  Not  infre- 
quently the  expenses  of  the  last  sickness  are  given  a  priority  in  the 
same  class  with  or  immediately  after  the  funeral  expenses.*' 

290.  Administration  Expenses  and  Allowances  to  Defendants. — 
Among  the  foremost  classes  of  claims  recognized  as  entitled  to  priority 

9.  Kilbourne  v.  Fay,  29  Ohio  SL  5  N.  E.  861,  58  Am.  Rep.  814;  TVood- 


10.  filackman  v.  Baxter,  Reed  &  Co.,  355,  16  L.R.A.  743;  Sbaw  v.  HalUban, 
125  la.  118, 100  N.  W.  75,  2  Ann.  Cas.  46  Vt.  389,  14  Am.  Rep.  628;  Stag  v. 
707,  70  L  R.A.  250;  Kitbourne  v.  Fay,  Punter,  3  Atk.  119,  2  Jilng.  Rul.  Cas. 
29  Ohio  St.  26^,  23  Am.  Rep.  741.  147  and  note. 

11.  McLure  v.  MeltoD,  24  S.  C.  659,  15.  Lentz  v.  PUext,  60  Ifd.  296,  40 


12.  As  to  preferenees  and  classes  of  16.  Walls  v.  Walker,  37  C«L  424,  99 
preferred  debts  generally,  see  infra.  Am.  Dec  290;  Qoldea  Gate  Undertak- 
par.  280  et  seq.  ing  Co.  v.  Taylor,  168  Cal.  94, 141  Pae. 

13.  Gayle  v.  Johnston,  72  Ala.  254,  922.  52  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1152;  Camp  v. 
47  Am.  Rep.  405.  Grant,  21  Conn.  41,  54  Am.  Dee.  321; 

14.  Walts  V.  Walker,  37  Cal.  424.  90  Blackman  r.  Baxter,  Reed  &  Co.,  126 
Am.  Dec.  290;  Golden  Gate  Undertak-  la.  118,  100  N.  W.  75,  2  Ann.  Cus. 
ing  Co.  V.  Taylor,  168  Cal.  04, 141  Pac  707,  70  L.R.A.  250;  Cawood  v.  Wolf- 
922,  52  L.RjV.(N.S.)  1152;  Camp  v.  ley,  56  Kan.  281,  43  Pac.  236,  54  A. 
Grant,  21  Conn.  41,  54  Am.  Dec.  321;  S.  R.  500,  31  L.R.A.  538;  Sweeney  t. 
Hildebrand  T.  Kinney,  172  Ind.  447,  Muldoon,  139  Mass.  304,  31  N.  E.  720, 
87  N.  £.  832,  19  Ann.  Cas.  788;  52  Am.  Rep.  708;  Sweringen  v. 
Cawood  V.  Wolfley,  66  Kan.  281.  43  Eberiua,  7  Mo.  421^  38  Am.  Dec.  463; 
Pac.  236.  64  A.  S.  R.  590,  31  L.R.A.  Kilbourne  v.  Fay,  29  Ohio  St.  264,  23 
638;  Sweringen  t.  Eberim.  7  Mo.  421,  Am.  Rep.  741;  McClellan  v.  Filson, 
38  Am.  Dec.  463;  Kilbourne  v.  Fay,  44  Ohio  St.  184.  5  N.  E.  861,  58  Am. 
29  Ohio  St.  264,  23  Am.  Rep.  741;  Rep.  814;  Woodard  t.  Woodard,  36 
MeClellan  t.  Filaon,  44  Ohio  St.  184  S.  C.  US,  16  S.  £.  366, 16  LiLA.  743. 


264,  23  Am.  Rep.  741. 


ard  V.  Woodard,  36  S.  C.  118,  15  S.  E. 


68  Am.  Rep.  272. 


Am.  Rep.  732. 
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of  payment,  are  the  expenses  of  the  administration;  and  these  are 
usually  placed  in  the  same  class  with  the  expenses  of  the  funeral 
and  the  last  illness  of  the  decedent*'  The  priority  in  disunity 
of  expenses  of  administration  is  such  that  they  are  to  he  paid  in 
preference  even  to  debts  due  the  state.*^  Highly  favored  among  the 
claims  presented  to  an  insolvent  estate  of  a  decedent  are  allowances 
for  the  support  of  his  widow  and  children,**  under  some  statutes  it 
being  provided  that  the  allowance  to  the  family  must  be  paid  or 
provided  for  before  payment  is  made  of  any  debts  save  expenses 
of  administration^  and  funeral  expenses.*  The  allowance  for  the 
family  which  is  entitled  to  this  preference  is  usually  limited  to  sup- 
port for  one  year.*  Next  in  priority  of  payment  claims  for  wages 
of  servants  are  sometimes  placed.* 

291.  Taxes  and  Debts  Due  State. — It  is  difficult  to  determine  at 
the  present  time  the  origin  of  the  preference  in  payment  in  the  settle- 
ment of  insolvent  estates  accorded  to  debts  due  to  the  sovereign.  It 
seems  to  be  derived  from  the  days  when  the  king  was  entitled  to  the 
chattels  of  persons  dying  intestate.  Although  the  right  of  the  crown 
to  all  of  the  chattels  in  such  cases  became  obsolete,  the  right  to  retain 
sufficient  chattels  to  meet  the  debts  due  the  sovereign  was  retained  in 
the  form  of  an  obligation  imposed  on  executors  and  administrators 
to  see  that  such  debts  were  first  paid  in  the  settlement  of  estates.* 
Since  each  of  the  several  states  has  succeeded  to  the  part  of  the  sover- 
eignty accorded  to  the  crown  in  England,  claims  due  the  state,  includ- 
ing taxes,  are  in  many  of  the  commonwealths  of  this  country  given 
a  prominent  place  in  tlie  statutory  systems  of  precedence  in  regard 
to  the  payment  of  debts  of  insolvent  estates.  This  place  is  higher 
than  ordinary  claims,  and  a  little  lower  than  that  of  the  chief 
favorites  of  the  law,  the  family,  dependents  and  personal  representa- 
tives of  the  deceased.^  For  example,  in  some  states  after  allowances 
made  to  the  widow  and  children  for  their  support  for  a  certain  period, 
a  preference  is  given  to  public  rates  and  taxes  and  sums  due  the  state 

17.  Cawood  V.  Wolfley,  56  Kan.  281,  1.  Walls  v.  Walker,  37  CaL  424,  99 
43  Pac.  236,  54  A.  S.  R.  590,  31  Am.  Dec.  290. 

L.R.A.  538;  Kilboume  v.  Fay,  29  Ohio  2.  Kilboume  r.  Fay,  29  Ohio  St. 

St.  264,  23  Am.  Rep.  741;  McClellan  264,  23  Am.  Rep.  741. 

V.  FilBOD,  44  Ohio  St.  184,  5  N.  E.  861,  See  generally,  supra,  par.  268. 

68  Am.  Rep.  814.  3.  Cawood  v.  Wolfley,  56  Kan.  281, 

18.  Patterson  v.  Patterson,  69  N.  T.  43  Pac.  236, 54  A.  8.  B.  690,  31  LJa.A. 
574,  17  Am.  Rep.  384.  638. 

19.  Camp  V.  Grant,  21  Conn.  41,  64  4.  Note:  2  Eng.  RuL  Cas.  205. 
Am.  Dee.  321.  6.  Blackman  v.  Baxter,  Reed  ft  Co., 

20.  Matter  of  De  Bemal,  166  Cal.  125  la.  118, 100  N.  W.  76, 2  Ann.  Cas. 
223,  lai  Pae.  376,  Ann.  Cas.  lOUD  707,  70  L.R.A.  250;  Sweringen  v. 


26. 


Kberins,  7  Mo.  421, 38  Am.  Deb:  463. 
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for  duties  on  sales  at  auction,  and  then  come  debts  due  to  other 
persons.* 

292.  Miscellaneous  Priorities. — The  early  common  law  recognized 
a  distinction  between  specialties  and  simple  contract  debta.  A  priority 
was  conferred  upon  the  former,  which  however  has  been  abolished  by 
statute  in  England  and  is  generally  obsolete  in  the  United  States.' 
Although  a  judgment  debt  may  be  considered  a  specialty,  it  has  been 
said  that,  notwithstanding  an  abolishing  statute,  a  judgment  creditor 
of  an  executor  may  obtain  a  preference  as  i^inst  other  creditors, 
provided  he  obtains  the  judgment  before  administration  decree.^  In 
some  states  under  statutory  provisions  judgments  against  a  decedent 
have  preference  over  ordinary  debts  in  payment  of  the  claims  of 
creditors  of  his  estate*  The  duty  to  pay  judgment  debts  before 
simple  debts  is  such  that  where  the  administrator  has  neglected  to 
pay  a  judgment  debt  due  by  his  intestate  but  has  paid  inferior  debts, 
he  will  be  held  liable  to  pay  out  of  his  own  estate  the  amount  of  the 
judgment  debt.**  One  particular  class  of  judgment  creditors  formerly 
was  highly  favored  by  the  common  law.  When  a  creditor's  bill  was 
brought  the  successful  plaintiff  waa  rewarded  with  a  lien  and  right 
of  priority  in  payment  over  all  other  unsecured  creditors  irrespective 
of  the  dates  of  judgments  which  they  might  hold  against  the  de- 
ceased.** This  reward  for  diligence  which  the  creditor  was  supposed 
to  earn  by  first  taking  proceedings  after  the  death  of  the  debtor  and 
which  gave  him  priority  (if  his  proceedings  ripened  into  a  judgment) 
over  all  creditors  of  an  equal  degree,  even  if  they  obtained  judgment 
the  next  day,  seems  still  to  be  recognized  in  England.**  But  in  the 
United  States  the  doctrine  is  obsolete  and  the  theory  is  generally 
accepted  that  the  rights  of  all  the  creditors  are  fixed  definitely  accord- 
ing to  their  status  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  the  debtor.'*  The  assets 
of  an  insolvent  estate  of  a  deceased  stockholder  in  an  insolvent  bank 
are  not,  as  against  his  other  creditors,  subject  to  a  preferential  lien 
for  the  payment  of  his  liability  under  the  federal  banking  laws.  In 
other  words,  such  creditors  are  not  preferred  claimants  in  the  payment 
of  the  debts  of  the  estate  of  the  insolvent  stockholder  for  the  debts  of 
the  bank  for  an  amount  equal  to  the  par  value  of  his  stock.**  It 
has  been  provided  by  statute  that  in  the  administration  of  the  assets 

0.  Kilbonme  T.  Fay,  29  Ohio  St.  264,     10.  Lenoir  t.  Winn,  4  Desaos.  (S. 
23  Am.  Rep.  741;  Camp  v.  Grant,  21  C.)  65,  6  Am.  Dec.  597. 
Conn.  41,  64  Am.  Dec.  321;  Orem  t.     11.  Amsterdam  First  Nat.  Bank  t. 
Wrigfatson,  61  Md.  34,  34  Am.  Rep.  Shuler,  153  N.  T.  163, 47  N.  E.  262,  6G 
286.  A.  S.  R.  601. 

7.  Note:  2  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  205,  206.     13.  In  n  Williams,  L.  R.  15  Eq. 

8.  In  re  Stnbbs,  8  Ch.  154,  47  L.  J.  270, 42  L.  J.  Ch.  158,  2  Eng.  Rul.  Ca& 
Ch.  671,  2  Eng.  Rul.  Caa.  203.  199. 

9.  Davis  T.  Smith,  6  Ga.  274,  48  Ami     13.  Note:  2  Eng.  Rnl.  Cas.  206. 
Dee.  279;  Sweringen  v.  Eberins,  7  Mo.     14.  Re  Beard,  7  Wyo.  104,  50  Par 
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of  a  decedent,  mortgages  are  not  entitled  to  a  priority  over  rents,  debts 
by  specialty  or  debts  by  simple  contract,  except  as  to  the  particular 
parts  of  the  estate  affected  by  the  liens  of  such  mortgages.^^  Under 
a  statute  providing  that  if  the  personal  estate  of  a  de(»dent  should 
not  be  suflicient  to  pay  his  liabilities,  the  burial  Expenses  should  be 
paid  in  full  before  any  pro  rata  distribution  should  be  made,  it  has 
been  held  that  a  claim  for  funeral  expenses  of  a  mortgagor  of  land 
is  not  entitled  to  priority.'*  It  may  be  noted  that  death  does  not 
avoid  preferences  already  made  by  a  decedent  in  his  lifetime.  Accord- 
ingly, creditors  who  have  received  preferential  payments  during  the 
decedent's  lifetime  are  not  bound  to  bring  them  into  account  as  a 
condition  of  receiving  further  satisfaction  of  tbeir  demands.^' 

IX.  AcTioira 

Actions  by  Personal  Representatives  and  in  Behalf  of  Estates 

293.  In  General. — ^With  rare  exceptions,  an  executor  or  adminis- 
trator is  always  a  proper  party  to  maintain  an  action  to  recover  money 
belonging  to  the  estate,'*  and  in  suits  in  reference  to  the  personalty 
he  will  not  be  restricted  in  the  form  of  action  which  may  be  adopted.'* 
The  remedies  at  the  disposal  of  executors  and  administrators  are  prac- 
tically the  same  as  those  available  to  the  decedent  in  his  lifetime. 
For  instance,  an  executor  or  administrator  may  foreclose  a  mortgage 
belonging  to  tlie  decedent's  estate.**  So,  where  a  decedent  has  sold 
land  witliout  receiving  the  purchase  money,  his  personal  representative 
succeeds  to  his  right  to  recover  the  price  and  may  invoke  all  the 
remedies  which  the  vendor  would  have  had  if  living.'  And  in 
addition  to  the  right  to  litigate  causes  of  action  arising  during  the 
decedent's  lifetime,  an  executor  or  administrator  has  the  right  to  sue 
on  obligations  given  to  him  in  his  capacity  as  the  personal  representa- 
tive of  the  decedent  Thus,  an  executor  may  sue  as  such  on  an 
appeal  bond  given  to  him  as  executor,  on  appeal  from  a  judgment 
recovered  by  him  in  that  character  for  money  belonging  to  the  estate 
of  the  testator.*  The  right  of  an  executor  or  administrator  to  bring 
an  action  to  recover  assets  of  the  estate  may  be  prejudiced  or  destroyed 
by  any  course  of  action  on  his  part  which  would  prejudice  or  destroy 
his  right  of  recovery  if  he  were  the  actual  owner.   For  example,  a 

16.  MoLnre  v.  Meltoo,  24  S.  C.  659,  19.  Blakeney  t.  Blakeney,  6  Port 

68  Am.  Rep.  272.  (Ala.)  109,  30  Am.  Dec.  574. 

16.  Milward  v.  Shields,  43  S.  W.  20.  Thornton  v.  Dean,  19  S.  C.  683, 
184,  19  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1076,  39  L.B.A.  45  Am.  Rep.  796.  See  generally,  Hon*- 

606.  GAOBS. 

17.  Tennant  v.  Stoney,  1  Rich.  Eq.  1.  Hays  v.  Hall,  4  Port  (Ala.)  374. 
(S.  C.)  222.  44  Am.  Dec.  213.  30  Am.  Dec.  530. 

18.  Phillips  T.  McConica,  59  Ohio  2.  Sasscer  v.  Walker,  6  Gill  A  J. 
St  1,  61  N.  £.  445,  69  A.  S.  R.  763.  (Md.)  102,  25  Ajil  Dee.  272. 
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fraudulent  representation  by  an  executor  as  to  the  soundness  of  an 
article  sold  by  him  as  executor  is  a  good  defense  pro  tanto  to  an 
action  for  the  price.'  It  has  also  been  held  that  the  personal  repre- 
sentative of  one  who  has  established  a  trade  right  in  the  use  of  his 
own  name  in  connection  with  a  manufactured  product,  may  lose  the 
right  of  protection  in  the  use  of  such  name  in  the  business  continued 
by  him,  if  he  leads  the  public  to  believe  that  the  originator  of  the 
business  is  still  alive,  and  his  personality  was  a  factor  in  the  creation 
and  retention  of  the  good  will  which  the  product  enjoyed.*  If  an 
administrator  sues  to  recover  funds  as  belonging  to  the  estate,  but 
subsequently  intervenes,  claiming  the  funds  as  his  own,  there  is  no 
such  inconsistency  in  the  remedies  pursued  as  to  preclude  a  recovery 
in  the  intervention,  the  court  having  dismissed  the  action  brought  in 
the  name  of  the  administrator  and  there  being  no  other  claimant  to 
the  fund.* 

294.  Duty  to  Bring  Suits. — Tt  frequently  becomes  the  duty  of  the 
personal  representative  to  prosecute  suits  in  favor  of  the  estate  he 
represents.*  Thus,  since  it  is  his  duty  to  collect  the  assets  of  the 
estate,  he  must  bring  suit  for  that  purpose  when  necessary.'  It  may 
even  be  his  duty  to  sue  the  widow  when  she  wrongfully  disposes  of 
the  effects  of  the  decedent.*  Sometimes  he  is  charged  with  a  statu- 
tory duty  of  bringing  suit  for  every  debt  which  the  court  shall  not 
mark  as  desperate  or  improper  to  be  put  in  suit,  unless  the  debt  is 
paid  within  six  months,  or  unless  the  debtor  is  out  of  the  state,  or 
unless  a  reasonable  excuse  is  shown  for  a  failure  to  sue.*  And  the 
court  may  compel  an  administrator  to  bring  suit  in  «  proper  case, 
and  punish  him  for  contempt  on  his  refusal  to  sue,  or  revoke  his 
letters  and  appoint  an  administrator  who  will  prosecute  the  action.** 
In  the  early  law  of  England  it  seems  to  have  been  held  that  if  an 
administrator  delayed  bringing  an  action  so  that  the  debtor  was  in 
consequence  enabled  to  set  up  the  plea  of  the  statute  of  limitations, 
the  neglect  amounted  to  a  devastavit;**  and  while  this  principle  is 
no  longer  rigorously  applied,  he  may  still  be  so  charged  if  his  delay 
constitutes  negligence;  **  and  if  through  the  neglect  of  an  administra- 
tor to  sue  he  and  the  minor  heir  are  barred  by  the  statute  of  limita- 

8.  Williamson  v.  Walker,  24  Oa.  257,     7.  McCloskey  t.  Qleaflon,  66  YL  284, 

71  Am.  Dec  119.  48  Am.  Rep.  770. 

4.  Hazlett  v.  Pollack  Stogie  Co.,  195     Note:  138  A.  S.  R.  636. 

Fed.  28,  115  C.  C.  A.  30,  39  L.R.A.  S.  Shaw  v.  Haliihan,  46  Tt.  389.  14 
(N.S.)  632.  Am.  Rep.  628. 

5.  Jacobs  V.  Jacobs,  130  la.  10,  104  9.  Handy  t.  Collins,  60  Md.  229,  45 
N.  W.  489,  U4  A.  S.  R.  402.  Am.  Rep.  725. 

6.  Morris  V.  Murphey,  95  Ga.  307,  22     10.  Ohio  v.  Snperior  Court,  85  Cal. 
S.  E.  635,  51  A.  S.  R.  81;  Cook  v.  545,  26  Pac  244,  20  A.  8.  R.  245. 
Holmes,  29  Mo.  61,  77  Am.  Dec.  648;     11.  Note:  9  Eng.  Rul.  Caa.  322. 

In  re  Skeer,  236  Pa.  St  404,  84  Atl.     IS.  Note:  12  A.  &  B.  311. 
787,  42  LJl,A.(N.S.)  170. 
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tions,  the  heir  may  recover  against  him  or  his  bondsmen.**  Though 
p.u  executor  or  administrator  is  not  bound  to  sue  immediately  on  a  debt 
due  his  intestate,  or  encounter  the  hazard  of  personal  liability  for  it,  he 
must  make  effort  to  collect  a  debt  due  the  estate  within  a  reasonable 
time.^^  It  may  even  be  the  duty  of  an  administrator  in  one  state  to 
take  out  letters  of  administration,  or  try  to  do  so,  in  another  state  where 
a  debtor  resides  in  order  to  bring  an  action  against  him.  The  neces- 
sity of  taking  this  course  of  action  depends  on  the  circumstances  of 
each  case,  the  decision  depending  on  the  magnitude  of  the  debt,  the 
financial  condition  of  the  debtor,  the  distance,  and  the  probable 
expense.  Accordingly,  it  has  been  held  that  an  administrator  could 
be  surcharged  for  failure  to  collect  a  bond  from  a  solvent  nonresident 
living  in  an  adjoining  county,  about  a  day's  journey  by  private  con- 
veyance from  the  residence  of  the  administrator,  and  where  no  excuse 
except  the  nonresidence  of  the  debtor  was  given  for  such  delinquency 
by  the  administrator.**  And,  generally,  the  extent  of  the  duty  of  an 
executor  or  administrator  in  endeavoring  to  collect  by  suit  a  debt 
due  the  estate  may  in  large  measure  depend  on  the  character  of  the 
claim,  whether  it  be  reasonably  good  or  one  of  doubtful  or  desperate 
character."  He  is  not  chargeable  for  not  immediately  suing  on  a 
note  of  the  decedent's,  past  due  when  it  comes  into  his  hands,  if  the 
drawer  remained  in  good  credit  up  to  the  time  of  his  failure,*^  nor, 
generally,  for  neglecting  to  sue,  unless  he  acts  with  bad  faith  or  is 
guilty  of  negligence  or  wilful  fault.'^  He  is  not  bound  to  enforce  a 
doubtful  or  controverted  claim  merely  because  the  heirs  may  think  it 
well  founded,  unless  they  are  willing  to  give  indemnity  for  costs." 

295.  Exclusive  Right  of  Personal  Representative. — The  general 
rule  is  that  executors  and  administrators  alone  can  bring  actions  to 
recover  assets  belonging  to  a  decedent's  estate  or  to  obtain  damages 
for  the  conversion  of  the  personal  property  of  the  estate.*  When  there 

IS.  Jenkins  v.  Jensen,  24  Utah  108,  52  Am.  Dec.  399;  Wright  v.  Holmes, 

66  Pac.  773,  9l  A.  S.  R.  783.  100  Me.  508,  62  Atl.  507,  4  Ann.  Caa. 

14.  Charlton's  Appeal,  34  Pa.  St.  583,  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  769;  Morris  v. 
473,  75  Am.  Dec.  673.  Vyse,  154  Mich.  25.3,  117  N.  W.  639, 

15.  WUliams  v.  WilUams,  79  N.  C.  129  A.  S.  R.  472;  Rozelle  v.  Harmon, 
417,  28  Am.  Rep.  330.  103  Mo.  339,  15  S.  W.  432,  12  L.R.A. 

16.  Harris  v.  Orr,  46  W.  Va.  261,  187;  Richardson  v.  Cole,  160  Mo.  372, 
33  S.  E.  257,  76  A.  S.  R.  815.  61  S.  W.  182,  83  A.  S.  R.  479;  Buchan- 

17.  Keller's  Appeal,  8  Pa.  St.  288,  an  v.  Buchanan,  75  N.  J.  Eq.  274,  71 
49  Am.  Dec.  516.  Atl.  745,  138  A.  S.  R.  563,  20  Ann. 

IB.  Thomas  v.  White,  3  Litt.  (Ky.)  Cas.  91,  22  L.R,A.(N.S.)  464;  Green 
177, 14  Am.  Dec.  56  and  note.  v.  Komegay,  40  N.  C.  66,  67  Am.  Dee. 

■  19.  Sanborn  v.  Goodhue,  28  N.  H.  261. 

48,  59  Am.  Dec.  398;  Harris  v.  Orr,     Notes:  112  A.  S.  R.  732;  4  Ann.  Cat 

46  W.  Va.  261,  33  S.  E.  257,  76  A.  S.  193. 

R.  815.  1.  Rozelle  v.  Harmon,  103  Mo.  330, 

20.  Worthy  v.  Jobnaon,  8  Oa.  236,  15  S.  W.  432, 12  LJLA.  187. 
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is  an  executor  or  administrator  neither  the  heirs '  nor  the  next  of  kin 
of  a  decedent  have  any  standing  to  maintain  an  action  for  the  recovery 

of  such  property  The  beneficiaries  will  not  even  be  allowed  to  appear 
and  defend  an  action  against  administrators  who  refuse  to  make  a 
proper  defense  by  pleading  the  statute  of  limitations.*  Nor,  generally, 
has  a  legatee  any  better  standing  than  the  next  of  kin  with  regard 
to  suits  concerning  the  estate,'  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  creditors 
of  the  estate."  For  example,  a  suit  to  recover  a  legacy  must  be  brought 
by  the  personal  representative  of  the  deceased  legatee  and  not  by  his 
next  of  kin.^  Even  the  sole  distributee  cannot,  as  a  general  rule, 
before  a  decree  of  distribution,  maintain  an  action  at  law  or  a  suit 
in  equity  in  respect  to  the  personal  estate  of  his  ancestor.  A  dis- 
tributee cannot  maintain  an  action  to  recover  possession  of  personalty 
belonging  to  hia  ancestor,  nor  can  he  sue  for  the  conversion  of  such 
property,  nor  maintain  an  action  for  breach  of  a  contract  made  wi^ 
his  ancestor.®  However,  it  has  been  held  in  some  jurisdictions  that 
one  who  takes  the  entire  estate  under  a  will  may,  with  the  assent  of 
the  executor,  bring  suit  to  recover  in  his  own  name  a, chose  in  action;  * 
and,  also,  that  where  there  are  no  debts  or  claims  of  any  kind  against 
the  estate,  and  nothing  for  an  administrator  to  do,  if  one  should  be 
appointed,  except  to  distribute  the  personal  estate  to  those  entitled  to 
it  by  law,  the  heira  may  maintain  necessary  actions  for  the  purpose 
of  reducing  the  property  to  possession  in  order  that  it  may  be  dis- 
tributed.*" The  rights  of  heirs  and  distributees  in  these  connections 
are  more  fully  discussed  in  the  succeeding  paragraphs'^  and  also 
.  elsewhere  in  this  work." 

296.  Actions  by  Heirs  in  Absence  of  Executor  or  Administrator. — 
To  the  general  rule  that  where  there  is  an  administrator  the  heirs 
are  not  entitled  to  sue  for  and  recover  property  belonging  to  or  de- 
mands due  the  estate,  an  exception  is  recognized  in  some  jurisdictions, 
to  the  effect  that  where  there  are  no  debts  or  claims  of  any  kind 
against  the  estate,  and  nothing  for  an  administrator  to  do,  if  one 

9.  Moore  t.  Brandenbuig,  248  111.  563, 20  Ann.  Cas.  01,  22  Lil.A.<N.S.) 

232.  93  N.  £.  733, 140  A.  S.  B.  206.  454. 

Note:  23  Am.  Dec.  202.  7.  Oale  v.  Nickerson,  151  Mass.  428, 

S.  Bnchanan  v.  Buchanan,  75  N.  J.  24  N.  E.  400,  9  L.RjV.  200. 

Eq.  274,  71  AtL  745, 138  A.  S.  R.  563,  8.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  732. 

20  Ann.  Cas.  91,  22  LJl.A.(N.S.)  454.  9.  Thomas  v.  White,  3  Litt.  (Ey.) 

Notes:  23  Am.  Dee.  202  :  4  Ann.  Cas.  177,  14  Am.  Dec.  56;  Blood  v.  Kane, 

192.  130  N.  Y.  514,  29  N.  E.  994, 15  L.R.A. 

4.  £z  parte  Peiryman,  25  Ala.  79,  490. 

60  Am.  Dee.  494.  See  supra,  par.  247.     10.  Moore  v.  Brandenburg,  248  111. 

5.  Notes:  23  Am.  Dee.  202;  4  Ann.  232,  93  N.  E.  733, 140  A.  S.  R.  206. 
Cos.  193.  11.  See  infra,  par.  296  seq. 

6.  Budhanan  t.  Buchanan,  75  N.  J.     12.  See  Dbsoknt  and  DismiBunoH, 
Eq.  274,  71  Aa  746,  138  A.  6.  R.  voL  9,  p.  113  et  seq. 
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should  be  appointed,  except  to  distribute  the  personal  estate  to  those 
entitled  to  it  by  law,  the  heiis  may.  maintain  necessary  actions  for 

the  purpose  of  reducing  the  property  to  possession  in  order  that  it 
may  be  distributed.*'  It  seems' that  all  of  the  heirs  and  parties  in 
interest  should  be  joined  as  plaintiffs  in  such  a  suit.**  Nor  is  it  alwaya 
necessary  to  go  through  the  form  of  taking  out  letters  of  administration 
before  the  beneficiaries  can  get  possession  of  the  personal  estate,**  So, 
where  the  plaintiff  is  the  sole  heir  no  administration  may  be  neces- 
sary." But  such  actions  cannot  be  maintained  without  alleging  and 
proving  that  there  are  no  debts  owing  from  the  estate,  and  that  no 
administration  has  been  granted  or,  if  granted,  has  been  closed.*'  The 
flight  of  years  greatly  strengthens  the  right  of  those  claiming  through  a 
decedent  to  bring  an  action  directly,  without  formal  administration 
of  the  estate;  *^  or  from  the  lapse  of  time  it  may  be  presumed  that 
administration  has  been  granted  and  that  after  successfully  accom- 
plishing all  its  objects  it  has  long  since  been  terminated.**  Under 
a  similar  principle  it  has  been  held  that  in  equity,  if  not  in  law,  an 
action  may  be  brought  by  a  town,  for  itself  or  its  inhabitants,  to  pro- 
tect their  rights  under  a  bond  given  to  its  treasurer  one  hundred  and 
thirty  years  before,  without  having  an  administrator  appointed  so 
that  he  might  bring  the  suit.***  Courts  of  equity  appear  to  be  more 
accustomed  to  dispense  with  an  administrator  and  to  relax  the  rules 
requiring  administration  than  are  courts  of  law.* 

297.  EfiFect  of  Special  Circumstances. — While  an  heir  cannot,  as  a 
general  rule,  maintain  an  action  to  recover  the  asseta  or  collect  the 
debts  due  the  estate,  still,  if  there  are  special  circumstances,  such  as 
fraud,  collusion,  insolvency  or  unwillingness  to  act  on  the  part  of  the 
personal  representative,  the  heir  may  bring  the  action  in  his  own 
name.'  The  most  important  of  these  exceptional  circumstances  in 
which  others  than  the  executor  or  administrator  are  permitted  to 
sue  arises  where  the  personal  representative  of  the  deceased,  by  reason 

IS.  Clark  v.  Knox,  70  Ala.  607,  45  17.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  732. 

Am.  Rep.  93;  Moore  v.  Brandenburg,  18.  Hardaway  v.  Dnimmond,  27  Ga. 

248  111.  232,  93  N.  E.  733, 140  A.  S.  R.  221,  73  Am.  Dec.  730. 

206;  Johnston  v.  Johnston,  173  Mo.  Note:  4  Ann.  Cas.  196. 

91,  73  S.  W.  202,  96  A.  S.  B.  486,  61  19.  Bufltord  v.  HoiUman,  10  Tex. 

L.R.A.  166.  660,  60  Am.  Dec.  223. 

Note :  112  A.  S.  R.  732.  20.  Middletown  v.  Newport  Hospital, 

14.  Johnston  t.  Johnston,  173.  Mo.  16  R.  L  319,  15  AU.  800,  1  LJtJL 
91,  73  S.  W.  202,  06  A.  S.  R.  486,  61  191, 

L.R.A.  166.  1.  Clark  v.  Knox,  70  Ala,  607,  45 

15.  Hyde  v.  Stone,  7  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  Am.  Rep.  93;  Moore  t.  Bmndenbiiie, 
354,  22  Am.  Deo.  582.  248  lU.  232,  93  N.  E.  733,  140  A.  S. 

16.  Murdock  v.  Mitchell,  30  Ga.  74,  R.  206. 

76  Am.  Dec.  634;  Hyde  v.  Stone,  7  2.  Worthy  v.  Johnaon,  S  Ga.  23^  52 

Wend.  (N.  T.)  354,  22  Am.  Dee.  582.  Am.  Dee.  399. 

Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  732.  Note:  112  A.  8.  B.  732. 
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of  collusion  with  *he  defendant,  is  derelict  in  the  performance  of  hb 
duty,'  as  where  it  is  shown  that  there  is  collusion  between  the  surviv- 
ing partner  and  the  executor,  the  latter  refusing  to  compel  an  account- 
ing by  the  former,  or  where  there  have  been  such  dealings  between 
the  two  as  render  it  probable  that  the  executor  will  not  make  a  bona 
fide  effort  to  secure  an  accounting.*  So,  where  the  administrator 
refuses  to  exercise  power  conferred  by  statute  to  disaffirm  a  transfer 
in  fraud  of  creditors  of  an  insolvent  estate,  it  has  been  held  that  a 
creditor  of  the  estate  may  bring  an  action  for  his  own  benefit  and 
that  of  the  other  creditors.*  The  refusal  or  inability  of  the  personal 
representative  to  bring  suit  has  likewise  been  recognized  as  an  excep- 
tion to  the  general  rule.*  Where  an  executor  or  administrator  refuses 
to  act,  or  there  is  fraud  or  collusion  or  some  other  similar  special 
circumstances,  the  suit  to  recover  assets  may  be  brought  by  the  heirs, 
creditors,'  or  legatees.*  In  bringing  such  actions  it  is  customary  to 
aver  that  an  application  has  been  made  to  the  personal  representative 
to  sud  and  that  he  has  refused  to  do  so,*  but  it  seems  that  it  is  not 
necessary  to  show  a  technical  refusal.**  In  all  such  cases  the  executor 
or  administrator  should  be  named  as  defendant**  The  proceedings, 
moreover,  are  usually  equitable  ones,  since,  generally,  at  law  no  one 
but  the  personal  representative  may  sue.*' 

298.  Actions  Concerning  Estates  of  Deceased  Partners. — The  sur- 
viving partner  may  maintain  actions  at  law  for  the  purpose  of  col- 
lecting debts  due  the  firm,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  administrator  of 
the  deceased  partner,**  and  the  result  of  an  action  by  or  against  the 
survivor  will  be  binding  on  the  representative  so  long  as  they  are 
conducted  in  good  faith.**  So,  a  judgment  against  the  survivors  binds 
the  partnership  property  and  is  conclusive  on  all  the  members  of  the 
firm.*'  Nor,  at  common  law,  is  it  proper  to  join  as  defendants  the 
representative  of  the  deceased  partner.**  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that 

3.  Valentine  v,  Wyson,  123  Ind.  47,  11.  Worthy  v.  Johnson,  8  Oa.  236, 
23  N.  E.  1076, 7  L.R.A.  788;  Buclianan  52  Am.  Dec.  399;  Buchanan  v.  Buchan- 

Buchanan,  75  N.  J.  Eq.  274,  71  Atl.  an,  75  N.  J.  Eq.  274,  71  Atl.  745,  138 

745,  138  A.  S.  R.  563,  20  Ann.  Gas.  A.  S.  R.  563,  20  Ann.  Gas.  91,  22 

91,  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  454.  L.R.A.(N.8.)  454. 

Notes:  14  Am.  Dec.  641,  642  ;  4  Notes:   50   L.R.A.(N.S.)    333  ;  20 

Ann.  Gas.  194.  Ann.  Gas.  96. 

4.  Valentine  v.  Wysor,  123  Ind.  47,  12.  Thomas  v.  White,  3  Litt.  (Ky.) 
23  N.  E.  1076.  7  L.R.A.  788.  177,  14  Am.  Dec.  56. 

6.  Note:  50  L.RA..(N,S.)  333.  13.  Shields  v.  FuUer,  4  Wia.  102,  65 

6.  Note:  20  Ann.  Gas.  96.  Am.  Deo.  293. 

7.  Worthy  v.  Johnson,  8  Ga.  236,  52     See  generally,  Paktnebship. 

Am.  Dee.  399.  14.  Van  KJeeck  v.  McGabe,  87  Mich. 

8.  Note:  4  Ann.  Caa.  195.  599,  49  N.  W.  872,  24  A.  S.  R.  182. 

9.  Worthy  v.  Johnson,  8  Ca.  236,  62  15.  ChUds  v.  Hydc^  10  la.  294,  77 
Am.  Dee.  399.  Am.  Dec.  113. 

10.  MeGlave  v.  Pitzgetald,  67  Neh.  16.  Wilder  v.  Keeler,  3  Paige  (N. 
417,  93  N.  W.  692,  2  Ann.  Gas.  867.     T.)  167j  23  Am.  Dec.  781:  New  Eng- 
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the  judgments  against  them  are  in  different  rights,, the  one  against  the 
surviving  partner  being  a  judgment  de  bonis  propriis,  and  that  against 
the  representative  being  de  bonis  testatoris."  The  early  rule  was  that 
an  action  could  be  brought  against  the  representative  of  a  deceased 
partner  for  ihe  recovery  of  a  partnership  debt  only  after  the  recov^ 
of  a  judgment  therefor  against  the  survivor  and  the  return  of  an 
execution  thereon  unsatisfied.^'  This  rule,  however,  has  been  modified 
in  a  number  of  jurisdictions  so  that  where  a  plaintiff  can  prove  the 
insolvency  of  the  survivor  and  thus  show  that  he  has  no  legal  remedy 
for  the  collection  of  the  debt  from  him,  he  may  enforce  payment  from 
the  decedent's  estate  without  suing  the  survivor,*'  or  may  even  pro- 
ceed at  once  in  equity  against  the  estate  of  the  deceased  partner, 
though  the  survivor  is  solvent  and  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
coxu-t*' 

299.  Set-off  In  Actions  by  Representatives.' — set-off  may  be 
allowed  in  a  suit  brought  either  by  or  against  executors  or  adminis- 
trators,* or  as  between  the  estates  of  two  decedents.*  In  the  absence 
of  special  provision  in  the  laws  of  administration,  the  general  statutes 
of  set-off  are  determinative  of  the  question  whether  a  claim  in  favor 
of  the  estate  is  barred  by  failure  to  set  it  off  upon  the  allowance  of  a 
claim  in  favor  of  the  debtor  against  the  estate  •  Where  a  claim  is 
barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations  it  is  no  longer  available  as  a  set- 
off. Accordingly,  where  the  survivor  of  two  joint  debtors  pays  the 
joint  debt  after  expiration  of  time  when  the  creditor  could  have 
enforced  it  against  the  administrator  of  the  estate  of  the  deceased 
codebtor,  such  survivor  does  not  thereby  become  entitled  to  use  the 
claim  as  a  set-off  in  an  action  against  bim  by  such  administrator.* 
As  a  general  rule  the  claim  against  the  estate  in  order  to  be  available 
as  a  set-off  must  be  duly  proved  and  allowed,  but  it  has  been  held 
that  such  a  claim  may  be  offset  in  chancery  though  the  claimant, 

land  Commercial  Bank  v.  Newport  46  Am.  Dec.  443;  Domett  v.  DiU,  108 

Steam  Factory,  6  R.  L  X54,  75  Am.  HI.  560,  48  Am.  Rep.  665. 

Dec.  688.  1.  Masonic  Sav.  Bank  v.  Bangs,  84 

Note:  65  Am.  Dee.  299.  Ky.  135,  4  A.  S.  R.  197;  Hosier  t. 

17.  Childs  V.  Hyde,  10  la.  294,  77  Exchange  Bank,  4  Pa.  St.  32,  45  Am. 
Am.  Dec,  113.  Dec.  665  and  note;  McLaaghlin  t.  Win- 

18.  Pope  V.  Cole,  55  N.  T.  124,  14  ner,  63  Wis.  120,  23  N.  W.  402,  53  Am. 
Am.  Rep.  198.  Rep.  273. 

19.  Alsop  T.  Mather,  8  Conn.  584,  21  See  generally,  Sst-Off  and  ComTTE»- 
Am.  Deo.  703 ;  Pearson  t.  Keedy,  6  B.  olaiu. 

Mon.  (Ky.)  128,  43  Am.  Dec.  160;  2.  Brown  m\  Cresap,  61  W.  Va.  315, 

WUder  v.  Keeler,  3  Paige  (N.  Y.)  167,  56  S.  E.  603,  9  L.R.A.(N.S.)  997. 

23  Am.  Dec.  781;  Pope  v.  Cole,  55  N.  3.  Morton  v.  Bailey,  1  Scam.  (H) 

T.  124,  14  Am.  Rep.  198.  213,  27  Am.  Dec.  767. 

20.  Emanuel  v.  Bird,  19  Ala.  596,  See  SsT-Orr  and  Coukterclaim. 
64  Am.  Dee.  200;  Camp  v.  Grant,  21  4.  Lovell  v.  Nelson,  11  Alien  (Mass;) 
Conn.  41,  54  Am.  Dee.  321  and  note;  101,  87  Am.  Dee.  706. 

Ladd  V.  Oriswold,  4  Gilman  (HI.)  25, 
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owing  to  an  agreement  of  the  administrator  to  allow  it,  neglected  to 
present  it  to  the  proper  tribunal  for  approval  •  The  immaturity  of 
the  claim  at  the  time  of  the  debtor's  death  does  not  prevent  its  use  as 
a  set-off  if  it  is  mature  at  the  commencement  of  the  action 

300.  Necessity  of  Set-off  Being  in  Same  Right— The  generally 
recognized  rules  and  limitations  in  regard  to  the  doctrine  of  set-off 
apply  when  actions  are  brought  by  or  against  executors  and  adminis- 
trators.' The  most  important  of  these  limitations  having  application 
to  such  actions  is  that  the  right  of  set-off  may  be  exercised  only  where 
both  the  original  and  the  counterclaim  are  in  the  same  right.  So, 
where  an  executor  or  administrator  sues  for  a  debt  arising  after  the 
death  of  the  decedent,  the  defendant  cannot  set  off  a  debt  due  him 
from  tixQ  decedent,  aitd  the  same  rule  applies  against  the  personal 
representative  when  he  is  defendant.*  An  additional  reason  of  the 
rule,  as  applied  where  the  representative  brings  suit,  is  that  the  allow- 
ance of  the  set-off  or  counterclaim  would  necessarily  destroy  the 
equal  and  just  distribution  of  the  assets  belonging  to  the  estate  among 
the  creditors  in  every  case  where  the  assets  were  insufficient  to  pay 
all  the  debts  of  the  deceased.*  Accordingly,  it  has  been  held  that  a 
debt  due  from  a  decedent  cannot  be  set  off  by  the  defendant  in  an 
action  brought  against  him  by  an  administrator  to  recover  the  differ- 
ence between  the  amount  of  the  defendant's  bid  at  the  administrator's 
sale  of  the  decedent's  real  estate,  and  the  amount  at  which  such  real 
eetate  subsequently  was  sold.^"  Nor  can  an  executor  or  administrator 
purchase  in  his  individual  capacity  a  claim  against  the  estate  and 
set  it  off  in  a  suit  against  him  on  a  claim  against  his  testator  or 
intestate.  Thus,  he  cannot  purchase  such  a  claim  and  set  it  off 
against  a  legacy.  But  this  rule  was  held  not  to  apply  where  an 
executor  as  surety  for  a  legatee  paid  his  principal's  debt  and  sought 
to%et  off  the  amount  of  the  payment  against  the  claim  for  the  legacy, 
the  set-off  being  allowed  not  as  a  technical  setroff  but  as  an  equitable 
defense.*^  In  pleading  a  set-off  in  an  action  brought  against  him  by 

6.  Nhna  t.  Rood,  U  Vt  96,  34  Am.  son,  59  N.  Y.  574,  IT  Am.  Rep.  384; 

Dee.  669.  Jozdan  v.  National  Shoe,  etc..  Bank, 

6.  AioBWorth  v.  Bank  of  California,  74  N.  T.  467,  30  Am.  Rep.  319;  Singei^ 
U9  Cal.  470,  51  Pac.  952,  63  A.  S.  R.  ly  v.  Swain,  33  Pa.  St  102,  75  Am. 
135,  39L.RJI.  6S6;BosIerT.  Exchant^e  Dec.  581;  McLangfalin  v.  Winne^  63 
Bank,  4  Pa.  St.  32,  45  Am.  Dec  666  Wis.  120,  23  N.  W.  402,  53  Am.  Rep. 
and  note.                                  .  273. 

7.  See  SsT-OvF  and  ComrrEROLAnc.  9.  Crews  v.  Williams,  2  Bibb  (Ky.) 

8.  Mills  T.  Lnmpkin,  1  Ga.  511,  44  262,  4  Am.  Dec.  701;  McLaughlin  v. 
Am.  Dec.  677;  Crews  v.  WilUams,  2  Winner,  63  Wis.  120, 23  N.  W.  402,  53 
Bibb  (Ky.)  262,  4  Am.  Dec.  701;  Rich  Am.  Eep.  273. 

T.  Hayes,  101  Me.  324,  64  AtL  656,  10.  Singeriy  v.  Swain,  33  Pa.  St. 

115  A.  S.  R.  321,  8  Ann.  Cas.  304;  102,  75  Ara.  Dec.  58L 

Lovell  V.  Nelson,  11  Allen  (Mass.)  101,  11.  Romig  v.  Erdman,  5  Whart 

87  Am.  Dec.  706;  Patterson  v.  Patter-  (Pa.)  112,  34  Am.  Dec.  533. 
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an  executor  or  administrator  the  burden  of  proof  is  on  the  defendant 
to  show  that  the  counterclaim  is  due  from  the  plaintiff  in  the  same 
right  with  the  cause  of  action  declared  on.** 

301.  Statute  of  Limitations  in  Actions  by  RepresentatiTe. — Under 
the  rule  that  when  the  statute  of  limitations  begins  to  run  it  will 
not  be  impeded  by  the  intervention  of  disabilities  short  of  positive 
enactments  prohibiting  suit  or  specific  statutory  exceptions,  it  is  very 
generally  held  that  where  the  statute  baa  already  begun  to  run  on 
a  claim  at  the  time  of  the  creditor's  or  claimant's  death  its  operation 
is  not  suspended  pending  the  granting  of  letters  testamentary  or  of 
administration."  Certainly  it  will  not  be  suspended  where  the  delay 
is  attributable  to  the  party  whose  rights  are  affected.*^  Where  no 
cause  of  action  accrues  prior  to  the  death  of  the  party  entitled,  one 
view  is  that  the  statute  does  not  commence  to  jun  until  administra- 
tion is  granted.  This  view  appears  to  rest  on  the  tlieory  that  a 
cause  of  action  does  not  exist  unless  there  is  a  person  in  existence 
capable  of  suing  or  of  being  sued.'*  But  this  distinction  has  been 
criticised.  There  is  more  reason,  it  is  declared,  for  tolling  the  statute 
in  such  a  case  than  when  the  cause  of  action  accrues  in  the  life- 
time of  the  decedent,  for  otherwise  the  persons  interested  have  the 
full  period  of  limitations  in  which  to  obtain  letters  and  commence 
action. In  any  event,  the  statute  begins  to  run  against  a  possessory 
action  from  the  time  when  the  representative  is  entitled  to  posses- 
sion and  to  sue  therefor.*' 

302.  Survivorship  -in  Actions  by  Executors  and  Administrators.— 
The  subject  of  revival  of  actions  after  the  death  of  a  party  and  th« 
survival  of  causes  of  action  is  fully  considered  elsewhere  in  this  work." 
It  may  with  propriety  be  stated  here,  however,  that  where  the  suit 
has  not  yet  bwn  begun  and  the  cause  of  action  is  one  which  survives, 
the  executor  or  administrator  may  in  most  instances  bring  and  main- 
tain an  action  similar  to  that  which  the  decedent  could  have  insti- 
tuted.'* So,  actions  already  begun  by  a  decedent  in  his  lifetime, 
unless  they  are  for  causes  of  action  which  die  with  the  person,  may 
in  similar  manner  normally  be  carried  on  by  the  personal  repre- 
sentative of  tiie  decedent**    The  methods  of  reviving  an  action 

12.  Lovell  V.  Nelson,  11  Allen  17.  Arnold  v.  Arnold,  35  N.  a  174, 
(Mass.)  101.  87  Am.  Dec.  706.  55  Am.  Dec.  434. 

13.  See  Limitation  ov  Actions.  18.  See  Abateuxnt  and  RlviVAL, 
And  see  supra,  par.  234  et  seq.,  as  vol.  1,  p.  20  et  seq. 

to  limitation  on  time  for  filing  claims  19.  Stewart  v.  Griffith,  217  U.  8. 

against  and  suing  estate.  323,  30  S.  Ct.  528,  64  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

14.  Nicks  V.  Martindale,  Harp.  L.  782, 19  Ann.  Cas.  639;  Davis  v.  Swan- 
(S.  C.)  135,  18  Am.  Dec.  657.  son,  54  Ala.  277,  25  Am.  Rep.  678. 

15.  Riner  v.  Riner,  166  Pa.  St.  617,  See  supra,  par.  112,  at  to  ehmes  in 
31  Atl.  347,  45  A.  S.  R.  6.93.  action  as  assets. 

16.  Tynan  v.  Walker,  36  Cal  634,  20.  Tate  v.  Shackelford,  24  Ala.  610, 


•6  Am.  Dec.  152. 


60  Am.  Dec  488;  FetU  v.  laon,  11  Qa. 
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which  has  temporarily  abated  on  the  death  of  the  plaintiff  are  gen- 
erally statutory.  In  some  jurisdictions  the  old  chancery  method  of 
a  resort  to  a  bill  of  revivor  is  still  in  vogue.^  When  a  judgment  has 
already  been  obtained  the  procedure  may  be  a  scire  facias  instituted 
by  the  personal  representatives.'  The  personal  representatives  of  a 
deceased  litigant  against  whom  in  his  lifetime  a  judgment  has  been 
entered  will  usually  be  recognized  as  having  standing  to  take  an 
appeal;'  and  in  order  that  an  appeal  may  be  taken  after  the  death 
of  the  plaintiff  from  a  judgment  against  several  defendants  entered 
before  the  death  of  the  plaintiff  the  personal  representatives  of  the 
deceased  plaintiff  must  be  joined  as  parties.*  Under  the  doctrine 
of  res  judicata  a  final  judgment  is  a  technical  bar  to  a  subsequent  suit 
on  the  same  point  or  matter,  not  only  when  the  second  suit  is  between 
the  same  parties  but  also  when  either  or  both  of  them  are  dead  and 
their  personal  repiesentativea  have  been  substituted  as  the  litigants.* 

icHons  to  Recover  Assets 

303.  Duty  to  Collect  Assets  Generally. — One  of  the  chief  duties  of 

an  executor  or  administrator  is  to  collect  debts  due  to  the  estate,* 
even  from  heirs.'  This  is  included  in  the  general  duty  to  take  charge 
of  all  of  the  effects  and  personal  assets  belonging  to  the  decedent.* 
But  prejudicial  haste  and  dangerous  delay  are  alike  to  be  avoided.* 
It  has  been  held  that  the  pendency  of  an  appeal  from  an  order 
admitting  a  will  to  probate  will  not  excuse  a  delay  of  over  two 
years  on  the  part  of  executors  who  have  qualified  thereunder  to 
present  for  payment  claims  of  the  testator  against  the  estates  of  other 
deceased  persons.^*  Nor  is  mere  nonresidence  of  the  debtor  of  itself 

161,  56  Am.  Dec.  419;  Barton  Coal  Co.  First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Ludvigsen,  8  Wyo. 
v.  Cox,  39  Md.  1,  17  Am.  Rep.  525.     230,  56  Pae.  994,  57  Pac.  934,  80  A.  S. 

1.  See  Abatkxent  and  Rkvival,  toL  R.  928. 

1,  p.  24.  Notes:  12  A.  S.  B.  3U;  78  A.  S.  R. 

2.  Coombs  T.  Jordan,  3  Bland  (Md.)  190. 

284,  22  Am.  Pec.  236.  7.  Marvin  t.  Bowlby,  142  Mich.  245, 

See  generally.  Scire  Facias.  105  N.  W.  751,  113  A.  S.  R.  574,  7 

5.  Main  V.  Brown,  72  Tex.  505,  10  Ann.  Cas.  559,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  189. 
S.  W.  571,  13  A.  S.  R.  823.  8.  Arnold  v.  Arnold,  124  Ala.  660, 

4.  See  Appeal  and  Erboh,  toL  2,  27  So.  465,  82  A.  S.  R.  190;  Booth  v. 
p.  67.  Starr,  5  Day  (Conn.)  276,  5  Am.  Dee. 

6.  Hant  v,  Bntterwortb,  21  Tez.  133,  149;  Merchants'  Nat.  Bank  v.  Weeks, 
73  Am.  Dee.  223.  63  Vt.  115,  38  Am.  Rep.  661. 

See  Judgments.  Note:  138  A.  S.  R.  536. 

6.  Morris  v.  Murphey,  95  Oa.  307,  9.  Pearson  t.  Qillenwatera,  99  Tenn. 

22  S.  E.  635,  51  A.  S.  R.  81;  Hayes  v.  446,  42  S.  W.  9,  63  A.  S.  R.  844. 

Rich,  101  Me.  314,  64  Atl.  659, 115  A.  10.  Cone  v.  Dunham,  59  Conn.  145, 

S.  R.  314;  Gray  v.  Hawkins,  8  Ohio  20  AtL  311,  8  LJtJl.  647. 
8t.  449, 72  Am.  Dee.  600;  Rock  Springs 
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a  discharge  from  the  duty  to  use  due  diligence  in  collecting  debts 
owing  the  estate.^^ 

304.  Liability  for  Failure  to  Collect  Assets. — distinction  has 

been  recognized  between  the  liability  of  an  executor  or  administrator 
for  loss  of  assets  received  and  failure  to  reduce  property  to  possession. 
There  is  a  tendency  to  hold  him  to  a  stricter  accountability  for  prop- 
erty which  actually  comes  into  his  hands  than  for  uncollected  assets." 
Moreover  the  courts  often  nominally  circumscribe  his  liability  in 
the  latter  connection  by  declaring  that  he  will  be  held  liable  only 
for  gross  negligence  or  wilful  default.^'  But  undw  the  proper  con- 
ception of  negligence  it  seems  safe  to  say  that  if  assets  are  lost  through 
the  neglect  of  the  representative  he  will  be  held  liable  therefor.^* 
Conversely^  it  follows,  of  course,  that  he  is  not  liable  where  he  is 
without  fault,**  and  it  is  sometimes  so  declared  by  statute.** 

305.  Actions  at  Law  for  the  Recovery  of  Assets. — At  common  law 
no  action  could  be  maintained  by  an  executor  or  administrator  to 
recover  damages  for  an  injury  done  ^ther  to  the  person  or  property 
of  his  testator  or  intestate.  The  statute  of  4  Edward  III,  chapter  7, 
however,  authorized  an  executor  to  maintain  trespass  for  an  injui^ 
to  the  goods  and  chattels  of  a  testator,  and  by  31  Edward  III,  chap- 
ter 11,  this  remedy  was  extended  to  admin istrators.^'  and  the  right 
to  maintain  such  actions  is  now  universally  recognized.**  The  per- 
sonal representatives  of  a  dweased  person  may  likewise  bring  an 
action  of  trover  in  proper  cases  to  recover  personal  property  belong- 
ing to  the  estate.**  It  is  sometimes  held  that  to  maintain  trover 
the  administrator  must  have  had  actual  possession,  but  the  great 
weight  of  authority  is  otherwise,  the  action  being  made  to  rest  on 
his  right  of  property,  which  draws  after  it  the  right  of  possession.** 

11.  Williams  v.  Williams,  79  N.  C.  Pa.  St.  473,  75  Am.  Dec.  673;  Re 
417,  28  Am.  Rep.  330.  Skeer,  236  Pa.  St.  404,  84  AU.  787,  42 

12.  Osgood  V.  Franklin,  2  Johns.  Oh.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  170. 

(N.  Y.)  1,  7  Am.  Dee.  513;  In  re  Nyce,  Note:  14  Am.  Dec.  65. 

5  Watts  &  S.  (Pa.)  254,  40  Am.  Dee.  16.  Scarborough  v.  Watkins,  9  B. 

498.  Mon.  (Ky.)  540,  50  Am.  Dec.  528. 

See  supra,  par.  140  et  seq.,  as  to  16.  Howell  v.  Anderson,  66  Neb.  575, 

care  required  in  conserving  property.  92  N.  W.  760,  61  L.R.A.  313. 

13.  Thomas  v.  White,  3  LiU.  (Ky.)  17.  See  Abatement  and  Revival, 
177,  14  Am.  Dec.  56  and  note;  Webb's  vol.  1,  p.  29  et  seq. 

Estate,  165  Pa.  St.  330,  30  Atl.  827.  44  18.  Foster  v.  Bates,  12  M.  &  W. 
A.  S.  R.  666 ;  Darrel  v.  Eden,  3  Desaus.  226, 13  L.  J.  Exch.  88, 2  Eng.  RoL  Cas. 
(S.  C.)  241,  4  Am.  Dec.  613;  Mc-  129. 

Connico  v.  Curzen,  2  Call  (Va.)  358,  19.  Stewart  v.  Kearney,  6  Watts 
1  Am.  Dec.  540.  (Pa.)  453,  31  Am.  Dec.  482  and  note. 

14.  Scarborough  v.  Watkins,  9  B.  20.  Kent  v,  Bothwell,  152  Mass.  341, 
Mon.  (Ky.)  540,  50  Am.  Dec.  528;  25  N.  E.  721,  9  L.R.A.  268;  Morton  v. 
Williams  v.  Williams,  79  N.  C.  417,  28  Preston,  18  Mijsh.  60,  100  Am.  Dee. 
Am.  Rep.  330;  Charlton's  Appeal,  34  146. 
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Both  the  action  of  trespass^  and  of  trover  may  be  brought  by  an 
executor  or  administrator  for  injury  to  or  conversion  of  property 
belonging  to  the  estate  occurring  after  the  decedent's  death  and  before 
the  grant  of  letters  of  administration.'  For  example,  an  adminis- 
trator was  allowed  to  maintain  trover  for  conversion  of  a  certificate  of 
stockf  against  one  who  received  it  from  an  heir  as  security  for  a 
debt,  where,  after  the  death  of  the  intestate  owning  the  certificate 
and  before  the  appointment  of  the  administrator,  the  widow  and  heirs 
indorsed  it,  and  caused  it  to  be  sent  by  one  of  the  heirs  to  a  certain 
person  for  sale.*  The  action  of  replevin  is  also  available  to  recover 
possession  of  chattels  belonging  to  the  decedent  *  or  to  obtain  posses- 
sion  of  papers  belonging  to  the  estate.*  Debt  may  be  brought  to 
lecover  money  held  in  trast  for  the  decedent,*  and,  generally,  indebi- 
tatus assumpsit  on  the  common  counts  to  recover  money  constituting 
assets.' 

306.  Proceedings  in  Equity. — An  executor  or  administrator  may 
bring  proceedings  in  equity  with  reference  to  the  estate  of  the  dece- 
dent,* and,  under  the  general  rule  that  he  may  pursue  equitabk 
assets,  as  well  as  legal,  and  that  he  may  resort  to  a  court  of  equity 
for  the  purpose,'  in  a  proper  case  he  is  entitled  to  file  a  bill  for  dis- 
covery and  accounting,^*  even  where  the  administration  proceedings 
are  being  conducted  in  another  court.^*  He  may  also  invoke  equi- 
table relief  against  the  threatened  violation  of  a  contract  of  the  dece- 
dent involving  secret  manufacturing  processes  discovered  by  the  dece- 
dent.'* And,  likewise,  equitable  proceedings  are  available  to  compel 
written  instruments  to  be  delivered  up  for  cancellation  in  proper 
cases.  Thus  it  has  been  held  that  a  court  of  equity  may  at  the 
instance  of  an  executor  direct  that  a  release  and  assignment,  held 
by  the  defendant  and  purporting  to  have  been  executed  by  the  testa- 

1.  Foster  v.  Bates,  12  M.  &  W.  226,  Turk  v.  Turk,  3  Qa.  422,  46  Am.  Dec. 
13  L.  J.  Ezeh.  88,  2  Eng.  Rol.  Cas.  434. 

129.  See  supra,  par.  61  et  seq.,  as  to  the 

2.  Morton  v.  Preston,  18  Mieh.  60,  jurisdiction  of  courts  of  equi^  in  ref- 
100  Am.  Dec.  146.  erence  to  decedent's  estate. 

3.  Morton  v.  Preston,  18  Mich.  60,  9.  Beith  v.  Porter,  119  Mich.  365, 
100  Am.  Dec.  146.  78  N.  W.  336,  7fi  A.  S.  R.  402. 

4.  Kent  v.  Botbwell,  162  Mass.  341,  10.  Shrum  v.  Simpson,  155  Ind.  160, 
25  N.  E.  721,  9  LJI.A.  258.  57  N.  E.  708,  49  L.R.A.  792;  Ewing 

5.  Divine  v.  Unaka  Nat.  Bank,  125  v.  Handley,  4  Litt.  (Ky.)  346,  14  Am. 
Tenn.  98,  140  S.  W.  747,  39  L.R.A.  Dec.  140;  Eisentrant  v.  Cornelius,  134 
(N.S.)  586.  Wis.  532,  115  N.  W.  142,  126  A.  S. 

6.  Emery  v.  Neigjibour,  7  N.  J.  L.  R.  1027. 

142,  11  Am.  Dec.  541.  11.  Eisentrant   v.    Cornelius,  134 

7.  Lawson  v.  Lawson,  16  Gratt  Wis.  532,  115  N.  W.  142, 126  A.  S.  R. 
(Va.)  230,  80  Am.  Dec.  702.  1027. 

8.  Leahy  v.  Hawortfa,  141  Fed.  850,  12.  Peabody  v.  Norfolk,  98  TSam, 
73  G.  G.  A.  84,  4  LJLA.(N.S.)  657  :  452,  96  Am.  Dee.  664. 
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tor,  be  delivered  up  to  be  canceled  as  not  being  tbe  act  or  writing 
of  the  testator." 

307.  Siunmary  Proceedings  for  Discovery  of  Assets. — ^Tn  addition 
to  other  remedies  at  law  and  in  equity  for  the  recovery  of  property 
of  a  decedent's  estate,  a  summary  proceeding  in  the  probate  court 
is  provided  in  many  of  the  states,  whereby  an  examination  and  dis- 
covery may  be  had,  and  in  some  states  the  production  and  delivery 
of  property  suspected  to  be  concealed,  embezzled  or  wrongfully  with- 
held may  be  compelled.  Such  statutes  furnish  a  more  speedy  and 
less  expensive  mode  of  detecting  the  existence  or  location  of  the 
property  of  the  estate  than  the  ordinary  remedy  of  bill  of  diFcovery 
in  equity  or  replevin  or  other  action  at  law.**  It  has  been  decided 
that  compelling  a  person  to  disclose  his  possession  of  any  property 
of  a  decedent's  estate,  or  his  knowledge  concerning  such  estate,  on 
penalty  of  imprisonment  for  refusal  in  proceedings  on  behalf  of  the 
estate,  being  a  remedial  and  not  a  penal  proceeding,  is  not  within 
tbe  constitutional  provisions  against  making  any  person  a  witness 
against  himself  in  a  criminal  action,  and  against  unreasonable  searches 
and  seizures."  In  summary  proceisdings  provided  by  statute  for  the 
discovery  of  concealed  assets  of  an  estate  of  a  decedent,  contested  rights 
and  title  of  property  between  the  executors  and  others  cannot  be 
tried."  Statutes  providing  summary  proceedings  upon  the  petition 
or  affidavit  of  a  person  interested  in  the  estate  of  a  decedent  for  the 
purpose  of  discovering  assets'  of  such  estate  alleged  to  be  concealed, 
embezzled  or  wrongfully  withheld  may  be  applied  as  well  against 
executors  and  administrators  as  against  persons.''  And  it  seems  that 
in  some  states  they  may  be  brought  by  creditors  against  tbe  personal 
representatives.** 

308.  Right  of  Distributees  and  Creditors  to  Pursue  Assets. — It 
is  the  uniform  doctrine  of  equity  that  trust  funds  transferred  by  the 
trustees  to  third  persons  having  knowledge  of  their  trust  character 
still  remain  impressed  with  the  obligation  of  the  trust  in  the  Iiands 
of  the  holder,  and  are  subject  to  be  reclaimed  by  suit  in  the  name  of 
their  trustees,  or  in  that  of  the  beneficiaries  of  the  trust,  and  restored 
to  the  trust  fund."  This  doctrine  is  applied  to  assets  transferred  by 
an  executor  or  administrator.'**   Whenever  he  violates  his  trust  and 

15.  lieigh  T.  Everheart,  4  T.  B.  Mon.  Humbarger  v.  Hambai^ger,  72  Kan. 
(Ky.)  379,  16  Am.  Dec.  160.  See  412,  83  Pac  1095,  115  A.  S.  R.  204 
infra,  par.  309,  as  to  setting  aside  and  note. 

fraudulent  conveyances.  17.  Note:  115  A.  S.  R.  218. 

14.  Note:  115  A.  S.  R.  209.  18.  Shurtlefif  v.  Right,  66  W.  Va. 

16.  Levy  v.  Superior  Court,  105  582,  66  S.  E.  719,  136  A.  S.  R.  1041. 
Cal.  600,  38  Pac  965,  29  L.R.A.  811     19.  See  Trusts. 

and  note.  20.  Deobold  v.  Oppermann,  111  N. 

16.  Hoore  t.  Brandenban,  248  III.  Y.  531, 19  N.  E.  94,  7  A.  S.  R.  760,  2 
232,  93  N.  E.  733,  140  A.  S.  B.  206;  644. 
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another  person  knowingly  takes  advantage  of  the  devastavit,  he  is 
answerable  to  those  interested  in  the  estate.'  Both  creditors  or  dis- 
tributees may  follow  into  the  hands  of  third  persons  assets  of  the 
estate  which  they  have  been  enabled  to  obtain  by  their  collusion  with 
the  representative.'  And  if  an  executor  or  administrator,  being  at 
the  same  time  himself  a  distributee,  wastes  the  estate,  the  other 
distributees  of  the  estate  have  a  right  to  have  so  much  of  his  portion 
of  the  estate  appropriated  to  their  own  use  as  will  be  suHicient  to 
make  good  any  waste  or  misapplication  of  assets  which  has  occurred 
during  his  administration.*  As  a  general  rule,  moreover,  a  creditor 
may  follow  the  assets  of  his  debtor  into  the  hands  of  a  distributee 
even  after  the  administration  is  closed,  and  regardless  of  wliether  the 
assets  are  real  or  personal  property.  The  only  limitation  on  this  right 
in  many  jurisdictions  is  that  the  creditor  must  sue  on  his  claim  within 
the  statutory  term  applicable  to  it.*  So  it  seems  that  as  the  assets 
are  always  bound  to  the  creditor,  he  may  pursue  them  in  tlie  hands 
of  the  legatee,  even  though  the  testator's  effects  would  liuve  been 
sufficient  to  pay  both  debts  and  legacies.* 

Action*  to  Avoid  Decedenft  Conveyancet 

309.  Common  Law  Right  of  Personal  Representative  Generally.— 

There  is  some  conflict  as  to  the  right  of  the  executor  or  administrator 
of  a  deceased  grantor  to  attack  a  deed  of  the  deceased  on  the  ground 
that  it  is  fraudulent  as  to  creditors,  but  the  ^nerally  accepted  rule 
seems  to  be  that  the  representative,  in  the  absence  of  a  statutory  pro- 
vision granting  the  right,  has  no  power  to  attack  such  a  conveyance 
either  at  law  or  in  equity,  even  though  the  estate  of  the  deceased  is 
insufficient  to  pay  the  creditors.*  According  to  this  theory  the  exec- 

1.  Brewer  v.  Hntton,  45  W.  Va.  106,  6.  Davis  v.  Swanson,  64  Ala.  277,  25 
30  S.  E.  81,  72  A.  S.  R.  804.  Am.  Rep.  678;  Siffoid  v.  Cutler,  244 

2.  Murray  v.  Blatefaford,  1  Wend.  Ill  234,  91  N.  E.  428,  135  A.  S.  R.  326 
(N.  Y.)  £83,  10  Am.  Dee.  637;  Petrie  aud  note,  IS  Ann.  Cas.  36  and  note; 

Clark,  11  Sei^.  &  R.  (Pa.)  377,  14  Ewing  v.  Haodley,  4  Litt.  (Ky.)  346, 

Am.  Dec.  636  and  note;  Johnston  v,  14  Am.  Dec.  140;  Snodgrass  v.  An- 

Lewis,  1  Rice  Eq.  (S.  C.)  40,  33  Am.  drews,  30  Miss.  472,  64  Am.  Dec.  169; 

Dec.  74;  Sneed  v.  Hooper,  Cooke  George  v.  Williamson,  26  Mo.  190,  72 

(Tenn.)  200,  5  Am.  Dec  691.  Am.  Dec.  203;  Coltraine  v.  Causey.  38 

3.  Lang  v.  Brown,  21  Ala.  179,  66  N.  C.  246,  42  Am.  Dec.  168;  Osborne 
Am.  Dec.  244.  v.  Moss,  7  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  161,  5  Am. 

4.  Turner  v.  Chambers,  10  Smedes  Dec  252  and  note;  Connell  v.  Cband- 
&  M.  (Miss.)  308,  48  Am.  Dee.  751  ler,  13  Tex.  5,  62  Am.  Dec.  645;  Hunt 
and  note.  v.  Butterworth,  21  Tex.  133,  73  Am. 

Note :  112  A.  8.  B.  1022.  Dec.  223 ;  Peaalee  v.  Barney,  1  D.  Chip. 

See  generally,  Dcscsnt  awd  Dis-  (Vt.)  331,  6  Am.  Dec.  743;  Martin  v. 
TRiBUTioN,  vol,  9,  p.  92  et  seq,  Martin,  1  Vt.  91,  18  Am.  Dee.  675. 

6.  Davis  V.  Newman,  2  Bob.  (Va.)  Notes:  78  A.  S.  R.  177;  135  A.  S.  R. 
664.  40  Am.  Dee.  764.  330  ;  8  LJtJL(N.S.)  213;  18  Ann.  Cas. 

See  WiLW.  37. 
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utor  does  not  represent  the  creditors  in  the  matter  of  such  property, 
is  not  their  agent  or  trustee,  and  hence  cannot  pursue  the  property 
for  the  satisfaction  of  their  debts;'  as  to  such  a  conveyance  the 
personal  representative  being  deemed  to  stand  in  the  shoes  of  the 
decedent  is  bound  by  his  acts.^  An  exception  to  the  general  rule 
has  been  advanced  in  several  jurisdictions  to  the  effect  that  if  the 
conveyance  has  not  been  entirely  consummated,  the  property  is  assets 
of  the  estate  of  the  deceased,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  representative  to 
protect  such  assets,  and  to  that  extent  he  may  attack  the  convey- 
ance.* This  distinction,  however,  rests  largely  upon  the  character 
of  the  transaction  as  being  merely  voidable  or  absolutely  void.  If 
void,  then  no  title  passes,  and  of  course  the  administrator's  rights 
are  unaffected.  If  only  voidable,  then  under  the  common  law  rule 
the  executor  or  administrator  has  no  standing  to  sue  for  the  prop- 
erty. The  sole  remedy  of  the  creditors  at  common  law  is  to  hold 
the  fraudulent  transferee  as  an  executor  de  son  tort.  Bat  under 
statutes  making  the  transfer  void  and  under  the  modern  conception 
of  an  executor  or  administrator  as  occupying  a  dual  relation  whereby 
he  represents  both  the  estate  and  creditors,  the  old  common  law 
doctrine  would  seem  to  have  no  place.*"  There  is,  moreover,  a  class 
of  cases  which,  while  sometimes  cited  as  holding  that  an  executor  or 
administrator  can  under  no  circumstances  impeach  a  fraudulent  con- 
veyance by  his  decedent,  cannot  properly  be  given  such  broad  appli- 
cation ;  for  in  them  it  either  atlirmatively  appears  that  the  estate  was 
insolvent  or  else  the  contrary  does  not  appear.  Under  such  circum- 
stances the  recovery  would  inure  to  the  benefit  of  the  heirs  or  dis- 
tributees, which,  of  course,  could  not  be  countenanced."  So,  where 
creditors  are  given  a  statutory  lien  on  real  estate  immediately  upon 
the  decedent's  death,  a  deed  not  delivered  until  after  the  death  of 
the  grantor,  even  if  operative  for  any  other  purpose,  is  ineffective 
as  against  creditors,  and  hence  equity  will  not  interfere  at  the  instance 
of  the  personal  representative.^*   As  between  the  representative  and 

7.  Peaslee  v.  Bamey,  1  D.  Chip.  181,  38  Am.  Dec.  578;  Kilbonrne  v. 


8.  Choteau  v.  Jones,  11  III.  300,  50  Pugh,  241  Pa.  St.  124,  83  Atl.  318,  - 
Am.  Dec.  460  and  note;  Sifford  v.  Ann.  Cas.  1915B  211,  50  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
Cutler,  244  III.  234,  91  N.  E.  428,  135  320  and  note. 

A.  S.  R.  326,  18  Ann.  Gas.  36  and  See  infra,  par.  311.  And  see  gen- 
note,  erally,  Fraudulent  Coitvetaiigbs. 

9.  Babcock  v.  Booth,  2  Hill  (N.  T.)      11.  Note:  50  L.R.A.  321, 

181,  38  Am.  Dec.  578;  Kilboume  v.     And  see  Dbscbnt  and  DisnuBimOM, 

Fay,  29  Ohio  St.  264,  23  Am.  Rep.  vol.  9,  p.  90  et  seq. 
741;  Hunt  v.  Butterworth,  21  Tex.  133,     12.  Rosseau  v.  Bleau,  131  N.  T.  177, 


Notes:  60  L.R.A.  333;  18  Ann.  Cos.  As  to  effect  of  deed  delivered  aft«K 
I.  death  of  grantor  generally,  and  tm 

10.  Babeoek  t.  Bootli,  2  HiU  (N.  Y.)  against  creditors  in  absence  (d  statu- 


(Vt.)  331.  6  Am.  Dec.  743. 
Note:  135  A,  S.  R.  330. 


Fay,  29  Ohio  St.  264,  23  Am.  Rep. 
'741;   Cheater   County   Trust   Co.  v. 


73  Am.  Dec  223  and  note. 


30  N,  E.  52,  27  A.  S.  R.  578. 


272 


Digitized  by  Google 


U  B.  a  L.       £X£GXJTOBS  AlO)  ADMINISTRATORS 


f  310 


the  heirs  and  distributees,  the  right  to  sue  to  set  aside  conveyances  by 
the  decedent  is  treated  elsewhere  In  this. work." 

310.  Right  as  Affected  by  Solvency  or  Insolvency  of  Estate. — In 
a  considerable  number  of  jurisdictions,  the  executor  or  administrator 
is  now  considered  as  representing  the  creditors  of  the  decedent  when 
the  estate  is  insolvent,  and  hence  as  entitled  to  attack  a  conveyance 
by  the  decedent  in  fraud  of  his  creditors.**  This  view  is  based  on 
the  theory  that  an  executor  or  administrator,  when  the  estate  is  insol- 
vent, may  be  likened  to  a  receiver,  bound  in  bis  capacity  as  repre- 
sentative of  the  heirs  and  devisees,  but  not  bound  in  his  capacity 
as  representative  of  the  creditors.  Hence  he  may  sue  to  set  aside  the 
conveyance  and  apply  the  proceeds  to  the  payment  of  the  claims  of 
creditors,  proxaded  that  otherwise  there  is  an  insufficiency  of  assets.** 
Likewise  it  follows  that  the  heirs  need  not  be  joined  as  parties;** 
and  it  seems  that  it  is  not  necessary  that  even  the  creditors  should 
be  joined.'^  No  such  right  is  recognized  when  the  estate  is  solvent 
so  that  the  recovery  would  inure  merely  to  the  benefit  of  heirs  or 
distributees  by  augmenting  the  property  available  for  the  payment 
of  debts.  But  it  has  been  held  that  when  real  estate  fraudulently 
conveyed  is  actually  required  for  tiie  payment  of  debts,  proceedings 
to  obtain  possession  may  be  instituted  at  once,  without  waiting  until 
other  real  estate  has  been  sold."  Although  iJie  general  rule  is  that 
fraudulent  conveyances  cannot  be  assailed  in  equity  by  creditors  until 
they  have  recovered  judgment  and  had  execution  returned  unsatisfied, 
this  rule  does  not  apply  where  the  recovery  of  such  judgment  is  impos- 
sible because  of  the  death  of  the  debtor.  Hence  it  is  that  in  juris- 
dictions permitting  an  executor  or  administrator  to  impeach  fraudu- 
lent conveyances  of  the  decedent  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  claims 

tory  lien,  see  Dekds,  vol.  8,  p.  988  at  Pac.  994,  57  Pae.  934,  80  A.  8.  B.  928. 

seq.  Note:  18  Ann.  Cas.  39. 

is.  See  Descent  and  Distribution,  16.  Hansen  v.  Hachemeister,  114  N. 

vol.  9,  p.  120  et  aeq.  Y.  666,  21  N.  E.  1046,  11  A.  S.  R. 

14.  Ohm  V.  Superior  Court,  85  Cal.  691,  5  L.R.A.  137. 

545,  20  Pac.  244,  20  A.  S.  R.  245;  Note :  135  A.  S.  R.  333. 

Blackman  v.  Raster,  Reed  &  Co.,  125  16.  Smith  v.  Qrim,  26  Pa.  St.  95, 

la.  118,  100  N.  W.  175,  2  Ann..  Cas.  67  Am.  Dec  400  and  note. 

707  and  note,  70  L.R.A.  250;  Babcock  17.  Hunt  v.  Butterworth,  21  Tex. 

V.  Booth,  2  Hill  (N.  Y.)  181,  38 'Am.  133,  73  Am".  Dec.  223. 

Dec  678;  Hangen  v.  Hachemeister,  114  18.  SiflEord  v.  Cutler,  244  HI.  234,  91 

N.  Y.  566,  21  N.  E.  1046,  11  A.  S.  R.  N.  E.  428,  135  A.  S.  R.  326,  18  Ann. 

691,  6  L.R.A.  137;  Stewart  v.  Kearney,  Cas.  36;  George  v.  Williamson,  26  Mo. 

6  Watts  (Pa.)  453,  31  Am.  Dec.  482  190,  72  Am.  Dec.  203. 

and  note;  Chester  County  Trust  Co.  v.  Notes:  135  A.  S.  R.  330,  338;  5* 

Pugh,  241  Pa.  St.  124,  88  Atl.  319,  L.R.A.(N.S.)  321. 

Ann.  Caa.  1915B  211,  50  L.R.A.(N.S.)  19.  Tenney  v.  Poor,  U  Oraj  (Uui^ 

320  and  note;  Rock  Springs  First  Nat.  500,  77  Am.  Dec  3^. 
Bank  t.  Lndvigsen,  8  Wyo.  230,  56 

B.  G.  L  Vol.  XL— 18.  373 


Digitized  by 


«i  3U,  312       EXECtJTORS  AND  ADMINISTBATORS       U  R.  G.  L. 


of  creditors  should  have  been  reduced  to  judgment."  In  a  proper 
case  it  has  been  held  that  an  executor  or  administrator  may  brine 
proceedings  to  have  a  fraudulent  deed  declared  to  be  a  mor^sagej 
or  to  have  a  fraudulent  mortgage  declared  to  be  void  as  against  th« 
rights  of  creditors.* 

311.  Statutory  Avoidance  of  Fraudulent  Conveyances. — In  many 
jurisdictioDs  an  executor  or  administrator  of  an  insolvent  estate  has 
statutory  authority  to  avoid  a  conveyance  by  bis  decedent  in  fraud 
of  his  creditors.*  These  statutes  are  of  various  sorts,  some  authoriz- 
ing suits  to  recover  personal  property,  others  suits  to  set  aside  con- 
veyances of  realty  before  subjecting  it  to  sale  for  the  payment  of 
debts,  and  «till  others  merely  providing  that  the  real  estate  liable 
to  be  sold  for  the  payment  of  debts  includes  all  that  the  decedent 
may  have  conveyed  with  intent  to  defraud  creditors.*  But  it  has  been 
held  that  the  representative's  authority  in  this  connection  is  not 
enlarged  by  a  statute  authorizing  him  to  sell  land  to  which  the 
deceased  "had  claim  or  title"  at  the  time  of  his  death.* 

312.  Separate  Actions  by  Creditors. — ^The  right  of  creditors  them- 
selves directly  to  attack  the  fraudulent  conveyances  of  their  deceased 
debtor  belongs  primarily  to  another  article.*  But  it  seems  proper 
here  to  state  that  where  the  executor  or  administrator  is  powerless  to 
impeach  the  conveyance  although  the  estate  is  insolvent  a  creditor 
is  not  without  remedy.  Under  the  common  law  rule  he  may  hold 
the  fraudulent  grantee  as  an  executor  de  son  tort,^  'and  bring  appro- 
priate proceedings  in  equity  to  set  aside  the  conveyance,  joining  the 
executors  or  administrators  as  defendants.*  It  has  been  held  that 
such  proceedings  are  not  within  a  statutory  inhibition  of  suit  against 
an  administrator  of  an  insolvent  estate,  since  the  suit  would,  if  success- 
ful, result  in  benefit  to  the  estate  without  charging  it  with  any  costs.' 
However,  it  seems  in  order  to  have  proper  standing  the  creditor  must 
be  one  whose  claim  has  been  allowed  by  the  administrator,  or  is 

20.  Note:  135  A.  S.  R.  339.    See  7.  See  supra,  par.  309;  infra,  par. 

Fraudulent  Conveyances.  564  et  seq. 

1.  Bradbury  v.  Davenport,  114  Cal.  8.  Snodgrass  t.  Andrews,  30  Mias. 
593,  4()  Pac.  1062,  55  A.  S.  R.  92.  472,  64  Am.  Dec  169;  Peaalee  v.  Bar- 

2.  Hangeo  v.  fiachemeister,  114  N.  ney,  1  D.  Chip.  (Vt.)  331,  6  Am.  Dec. 
T.  566,  21  N.  E.  1046,  U  A.  S.  R.  691,  743;  Oeorg^e  v.  Williamson,  26  Mo. 
5  L.R.A.  137.  190,  72  Am.  Dee.  203. 

3.  Beitb  v.  Porter,  119  Kieh.  365,  See  supra,  par.  63,  as  to  equity's 
78  N.  W.  336,  75  A.  S.  R.  402.  jnrisdiclion  of  creditors'  bills  general- 
Notes:  135  A.  S.  R.  336;  IS  Ann.  ly,  so  far  as  concerns  administraticm 

Cas.  40.  of  decedents'  estates. 

4.  Note:  50  L.R.A.(N.S.)  328.  9.  Snodgrass  v.  Andrews,  30  Kiss. 

5.  Sifford  v.  Cutler,  244  111.  234,  91  472,  64  Am.  Dec.  169;  Amsterdam 
K.  E.  428,  135  A.  S.  R.  326  and  note,  First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Shuler,  153  N.  Y. 
18  Ann.  Cas.  36.  163,  47  N.  E.  262,  60  A.  S.  R.  601. 

6.  See  Fraudulxnt  Cohvstascks. 
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evidenced  by  a  judgment.'*  And  it  has  been  held  that  it  must 
appear  by  a  settlement  of  the  estate  that  it  is  otherwise  insufficient  to 
pay  dobtfl.*^ 

'AeUoni  at  to  Real  EstaU 

313.  Rights  of  Heirs  as  to  Actions  Affecting  Real  Estate. — Generally 
the  right  of  titigation  concerning  the  reulty  of  a  decedent  ia  in  the 
heirs.'*  So  it  has  been  held  that  the  heir  is  the  proper  person  to  bring 
an  action  to  declare  a  resulting  trust  in  land,  though  it  arises  out  of  the 
bidding  in  of  property  covered  by  a  deed  of  trust  given  to  secure  a 
loan  of  money,  a  part  of  which  was  advanced  by  the  ancestor."  On 
the  other  hand  it  has  been  held  that  an  executor  may  sue  for  the 
specific  performance  of  a  contract  for  the  purchase  of  land  from  his 
testator  where  it  is  provided  by  statute  that  the  executor  of  a  vendor 
in  an  executory  contract  may  convey  the  land  to  the  purchaser;'* 
and  likewise  that  an  executor  may  prosecute  a  suit  to  set  aside^  for 
failure  of  consideration,  his  testator's  deed  conveying  land  which  he 
is  authorized  by  the  will  to  sell."^ 

314.  Ejectment  by  Execntor  or  Administrator. — Aa  a  general  rule 
only  the  heirs  or  devisees  may  maintain  ejectment  to  recover  real 
property  belonging  to  the  estate.'*  The  personal  representative  may, 
however,  under  certain  circumstances  bring  the  action.  Thus,  where 
the  will  of  the  decedent  gives  him  the  right  of  possession  the  right 
to  sue  in  ejectment  may  .follow  an  incident."  And  apart  from 
testamentary  directions  the  executor  or  administrator  may  proceed 
under  statutes  in  some  jurisdictions  and  may  maintain  ejectment  for 
the  benefit  of  the  heirs,^*  especially  when  the  heirs  are  not  recognized 
as  empowered  to  bring  such  a  suit  until  after  the  decree  of  distribu- 
tion.'* So  also,  the  same  right  may  be  conferred  by  a  statute  giving  the 
light  of  possession  of  real  estate  to  the  executor  and  administrator.** 

10.  Ohm  V.  Superior  Court,  85  Cal.  p.  47,  as  to  rarvivability  of  causes  of 
545,  26  Pae.  244.  20  A.  S.  R.  245.         action  for  rescissiou. 

11.  ChamberUyne  v.  Temple,  2  16.  McQuitty  v.  Wilbite,  218  Mo. 
Band.  (Va.)  384,  14  Am.  Dec.  786.  586,  117  S.  W.  730,  131  A.  8.  R.  561. 

12.  Stur^oa  v.  Schaumbui^,  40  Mo.  Aa  to  tbe  right  to  maintain  ejectment 
482,  93  Am.  Dec.  311.  See  Descent  generally,  see  Ejbctiibnt,  toL  9,  p. 
AND  Distribution,  vol.  9,  p.  113  et  838  et  seq.,  882. 

seq.  17.  Note:  16  Ann.  Cas.  669. 

13.  Johnston  v.  Johnston,  173  Mo.  18.  McParland  v.  Stone,  17  Vt.  165, 
91,  73  S.  W.  202,  96  A.  S.  B.  486,  61  44  Am.  Dec.  325. 

L.R.A.  166.  19.  Doyle  v.  WaSe,  23  Fla.  90,  1 

14.  Stewart  v.  Griffith,  217  U.  S.  So.  516,  11  A.  S.  R.  334. 

323,  30  S.  Ct.  528.  54  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)     20.  Curtis  v.  Herrick,  14  Cal.  117, 

782,  19  Ann.  Cas.  639.  73  Am.  Dec.  632;  Tillson  v.  Holloway, 

15.  White  V.  Bailey,  65  W.  Va.  573,  90  Neb.  481, 134  N.  W.  232,  Ann.  Caa. 
64  S.  E.  1019,  23  L.RJi..(N.S.)  232.  1913B  78. 

See  Abatgmkmt  asd  Revival,  yoL  1, 
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His  right  is  not  necessarily  cut  off  by  the  fact  that  he  has  sold  the  land. 
Thus,  where  a  deed  is  necessary  to  pass  the  title,  it  has  been  held 
that  be  may  sue,  though  he  has  sold  the  land  and  the  sale  has  been 
confirmed,  if  no  deed  has  passed.^  In  jurisdictions  in  which  an  exec- 
utor or  administrator  is  entitled  to  the  possession  of  real  estate  of 
which  his  intestate  died  seised,  it  seems  that  he  may  maintain  eject- 
ment against  the  heir  at  law,  or  any  other  person  in  possession,  except 
the  widow  or  her  tenant,  occupying  the  mansion  and  farm  attached, 
before  the  assignment  of  dower;  *  and  he  may  prove  that  his  intestate 
died  in  possession  of  land  as  evidence  that  he  was  seised  in  fee,  which, 
moreover,  has  been  held  to  be  sufficient  proof  of  title  unless  the  pre- 
sumption arising  from  possession  is  rebutted.*  Without  the  benefit  of 
either  statutory  or  testamentary  provisions  an  executor  or  adminis- 
trator  may  bring  an  action  of  ejectment  in  order  to  recover  posses- 
sion of  a  leasehold,  this  being  deemed  to  constitute  assets.* 

315.  Actions  on  Covenants. — ^The  right  of  a  personal  representa- 
tive to  sue  on  covenants  made  with  his  decedent  may  depend  on 
whether  tlicy  are  deemed  to  be  personal  or  real,  that  is  whether  they 
are  personal  to  the  covenantee  or  are  held  to  run  with  the  land.*  Or 
a  covenant  wliich  originally  and  until  broken  is  real  may,  by  reason 
of  breach  during  the  life  of  the  decedent,  give  rise  to  a  solely  personal 
obligation  which  passes  to  the  obligee's  executor  or  administrator. 
Thus,  a  covenant  to  pay  rent  inures  to  the  representative  or  the  heir 
accordingly  as  the  rent  is  or  is  not  accrued  at  the  time  of  the  decedent's 
death.*  And  so  also  a  covenant  to  convey  land  to  another,  without 
anv  mention  of  the  heirs  of  the  covenantee,  whether  considered  as  a 
mere  personal  covenant  or  not,  does  not  invest  the  administrator  with 
any  right  of  action  for  a  breach  occurring  after  the  death  of  the  dece- 
dent, but  the  right  to  bring  suit  is  in  the  heirs; '  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  right  of  action  survives  to  the  personal  representative  where 
tiie  breach  occurs  in  the  vendee's  lifetime.* 

316.  Actions  to  Quiet  Title. — Where  by  the  will  an  executor  is 
given  an  interest  in  the  real  estate,  as  where  he  practically  consti- 

1.  Leshey  v.  Gardner,  3  Watts  &  S.  6.  See  also  generally,  Covenants, 
(Pa.)  314,  38  Am.  Dec.  764.   See  in-  vol.  7,  pp.  1099,  1120  et  seq. 

fra,  par.  438,  as  to  effect  of  confirma^  6.  See  Descent  and  Distribution, 

tion  or  passing  title.  vol.  9,  p.  85. 

2.  CamaU  v.  Wilson,  21  Ark.  62,  7.  Thrower  v.  Mclntire,.  20  N.  C. 
76  Am.  Dec.  351  and  note;  McDade  v.  493,  34  Am.  Dec.  382. 

Burch,  7  Ga.  659,  50  Am.  Dec.  407.        8.  Watson  v.  Blaine,  12  Serg.  &  R. 

3.  Camall  v.  Wilson,  21  Ark.  62,  76  (Pa.)  131,  14  Am.  Dec.  669;  Shaw  v. 
Am.  Dec.  351.  See  generally.  Eject-  Wilkins,  8  Homph.  (Tenn.)  647,  49 
U£HT,  vol.  9,  p.  918  et  seq.  Am.  Dec.  693 ;  Rice  v.  Spotswood,  6 

4.  Blakeney  v.  Blakeney,  6  Port.  T.  B.  Mon.  (Ky.)  40,  17  Am.  Dec. 
(Ala.)  109,  30  Am.  Dec.  574.  115.  See  also  Descent  and  Distribo- 

Note :  IS  Ann.  Caa.  569.  See  nipra,  tick,  vol.  9,  p.  82.  And  see  generally, 
par.  129.  Ybndob  and  PuBGHAsnt 
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tuted  a  trustee  thereof  find  is  directed  to  sell  in  order  to  effect  a  con- 
version, if  a  cloud  exists  en  the  title  it  is  his  right  and  duty  to  do 
all  in  his  power  to  have  it  removed  so  that  he  may  more  advan- 
tageously carry  out  the  direction  to  sell.*  Accordingly,  in  such  cases, 
he  may  brin^  an  action  to  quiet  the  title.^^  And,  generally,  the  right 
to  clear  up  the  title  is  recognized  as  an  incident  to  the  legal  title  or  the 
right  of  possession  and  control  whenever  these  are  conferred  upon 
the  representative;  from  which,  of  course,  the  converse  follows,  that 
where  the  title  and  control  devolve  directly  upon  the  heir,  he  and 
not  the  representative  is  the  proper  party  to  maintain  such  auit.^ 


Aetiona  againat  Exeouton  and  Administraion 

317.  Defense  of  Suits  against  £state. — ^It  is  the  duty  of  an  executor 
or  administrator  to  defend  all  suits  that  may  be  brought  against  the. 

estate  and  to  protect  the  estate  from  invalid  and  doubtful  claims. 
It  has  been  said  that  he  should  interpose  every  legal  objection  to 
them  that  industry  and  care  can  furnish.**  Where  a  suit  has  been 
begun  against  the  decedent  in  his  lifetime  which  is  still  pending  at 
his  death  it  is  the  duty  of  his  personal  representatives  to  defend  the 
action  and  for  that  purpose  to  be  substituted  as  defendants.'*  Nor, 
when  the  estate  is  sued,  may  an  executor  by  a  bill  of  interpleader  call 
on  legatees  and  heirs,  whose  interest  it  is  his  duty  to  protect,  to  assume 
the  burdens  of  litigation  which  his  office  imposes  on  him.'^  When 
he  has  faithfully  defended  a  suit  against  the  estate  he  will  generally 
be  protected  from  liability  as  to  the  bene^ciaries  though  the  outcome 
ia  adverse  to  the  estate.  For  example,  a  judgment  recovered  against 
on  executor  on  title  paramount  to  the  testators  will  protect  him  from 
claimants  of  the  same  property  under  the  will,  if  he  commits  no 
devastavit  by  making  a  faithless  or  merely  colorable  defense.'*  The 
substitution  of  the  personal  representative  in  place  of  the  deceased 
may  also  be  essential  to  the  proper  conduct  of  a  case  pending  at  the 
letter's  death.   Unless  he  is  made  a  party  the  rights  of  the  general 

9.  Sears  v.  Scraaton  Trast  Co.,  228  wick  t.  Hopkins,  4  Wyo.  379,  34  Pae. 
Pa.  St.  126,  77  AtL  423,  20  Ann.  Cas.  899,  62  A.  S.  R.  38.  See  also  infra, 
1145.  par.  326  et  seq. 

10.  Sears  V.  Scranton  Trust  Co.,  228  13.  Note:  138  A.  S.  R.  537.  See 
Pa.  St.  126,  77  -AtL  423,  20  Ann.  Cas.  snpra,  par.  240  et  seq.,  aa  to  duty  to 
1145;  Berry  t.  Howard,  26  S.  D.  29,  protect  the  estate  against  invalid  elaima 
127  N.  W.  526,  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  994  and  claims  barred  by  limitations. 

and  note.  14.  Oiddings  v.  Steele,  28  Tex.  732, 

11.  See  Cloud  on  Trrus,  vol.  5,  p.  91  Am.  Dee,  336.  See  generally, 
652.  And  see  Dbscent  JlSD  Distribu-  Abatement  and  Revival,  vol.  1,  p.  26. 
TiON,  vol.  9,  p.  72  et  seq.,  as  to  the  15.  Adams  t.  Dizon,  19  Qa.  513,  65 
title  and  control  of  descended  realty.  Am.  Dec.  608. 

12.  Morris  T.  Mnrphey,  95  Oa.  307,  16.  Adams  v.  Dixon,  19  Qa.  613,  65 
22  S.  £.  635,  Gl  A.  S.  B.  81:  Chad-  Am.  Dee.  608. 
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creditors  and  distributees  of  the  estate  may  be  incapable  of  being 
litigated.^^ 

318.  Extent  of  Jurisdiction  of  Probate  Court. — The  system  of  set- 
tling estates  of  decedents  by  proceedings  in  probate  courts  is  some- 
times carried  to  the  extreme  of  superseding  common  law  remedies 
and  preventing  actions  against  executors  or  administrators  except 
to  enforce  the  proceedings  in  the  probate  court And  so  it  has  been 
held  that  claims  against  the  estate  for  expenses  of  administration,  such 
as  claims  for  services  rendered  for. the  administrator  in  connection 
with  the  management  or  administration  of  the  estate,  can  be  enforced 
against  the  estate  only  in  the  probate  court"  On  the  other  hand, 
however,  it  has  been  held  that  the  probate  court  has  no  jurisdiction 
of  a  claim  asserted  against  the  estate  by  a  stranger  and  denied  by 
the  representative,  even  where  it  is  for  services  rendered  to  the  adminis- 
trator as  such.^<^    Certainly  the  law  does  not  usually  contemplate 

.  the  litigation  in  the  probate  court  of  claims  adverse  to  the  estate,  such 
as  a  claim  by  a  husband  that  money  in  the  hands  of  his  wife's  adminis- 
trator belongs  to  him  as  being  community  property,  as  distinguished 
from  claims  derived  from  or  through  the  estate,  such  as  legacies, 
distributive  shares,  and  debts  against  the  decedent  or  the  adminis- 
trator.* 

319.  Necessity  of  Demand  before  Suit. — Statutes  in  many  jurisdic- 
tions require  that  a  demand  for  payment  must  be  made  and  presented 
to  the  executor  or  administrator  before  suit  is  brought  on  a  claim 
against  the  estate.'  Sometimes,  however,  statutes  of  this  type  expressly 
except  lien  claims  from  the  operation  of  their  provisions.'  An 
example  of  such  a  provision  is,  that  no  holder  of  a  claiiii  against  the 
estate  of  a  decedent  shall  maintain  an  action  thereon  unless  it  is 
first  presented  to  the  executor  or  administrator,  except  that  an  action 
may  be  brought  by  the  holder  of  a  mortgage  to  enforce  it  against 
the  encumbered  property,  where  all  recourse  to  any  other  property 
of  tiie  estate  is  waived  in  the  complaint*   Where  a  claimant  has  a 

17.  Amsterdam  First  Nat  Bank  v.  Higgins,  15  Mont.  474,  39  Pac  506, 
Shuler,  153  N.  T.  163,  47  N.  E.  262,  28  L.R.A.  116;  Henry  v.  Doyle,  82 
60  A.  S.  R.  601.  Ohio  St.  113,  91  N.  E.  990,  137  A. 

18.  Shaw  T.  Hallihan,  46  Vt  389,  S.  R.  769;  Dean  v.  Duffield,  8  Tex. 
14  Am.  Rep.  628.  See  supra,  par.  59,  ffS,  68  Am.  Dec.  108;  Crowe  v.  Ad- 
60,  as  to  jiuisdicUon  of  probate  eourta  kmson  Const.  Co.,  67  Wash.  420,  121 
irenerallv  ^'^^  ^^^^^ 

19.  Gnraee  v.  Maloney,  38  Cal.  85,  "?P"'  P"*  et  seq  as  to  necessi^ 
OQ  A     nlL  o^ri  of  presentation  of  elaim  m  order  to 

«A                    T        n«  m  prevent  bar  by  nonclaim. 

20  Pnce  t.  Mclver,  25  Tex.  769,  3.         gprings  First  Nat.  Bank  v. 

78  Am.  Dec.  558.  Ludvigsen,  8  Wyo.  230,  56  Pac.  994, 

1.  Estate  of  Rowland,  74  Cal.  523,  57  Pac.  934,  80  A.  S.  R.  928. 

16  Pac.  315,  5  A.  S.  R.  464.  4.  Hailey  Pirat  Nat.  Bank  v.  Olenn, 

2.  Franklin  v.  Trickey,  9  Ariz.  282,  10  Idaho  224,  77  Pac.  623,  109  A.  S. 
80  Fae.  352, 11  Ann.  Cas.  1105;  In  re  R.  204. 
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judgment  without  lien,  he  must  present  the  same  to  the  executor  or 
administrator  in  like  manner  with  any  other  claim ;  *  but  where  the 
judgment  has  been  kept  alive  and  its  lien  has  been  preserved,  it  need 
not  be  presented  and  rejected  before  suit  can  be  brought  on  it.*  It 
has  been  held  that  preaentatioQ  of  a  claim  as  a  creditor  of  the  estate 
is  not  a  condition  precedent  to  the  maintenance  of  an  action  to 
compel  a  conveyance  by  the  executor  of  one  holding  a  legal  title 
of  land  which,  in  equity  and  good  conscience,  should  be  conveyed 
to  the  complainant.'  Similarly,  on  the  ground  that  partnership  assets 
are  trust  funds  and  not  a  part  of  the  general  assets  of  a  deceased 
partner,  it  has  been  held  that  a  statute  requiring  demand  before 
action  against  a  personal  representative  did  not  apply  to  a  claim  by 
the  administrator  of  one  partner  for  an  accounting  from  the  adminis- 
trator of  the  other  partner.*  It  has  also  been  held  that  the  creditor 
of  a  corporation  may  maintain  a  suit  against  the  personal  repre- 
sentatives of  a  deceased  subscriber  to  capital  stock  to  compel  the  pay- 
ment of  the  unpaid  subscription  of  the  decedent  without  presenting 
the  claim  to  the  representatives  for  allowance  in  the  manner  required 
of  ordinary  claims.  The  tlieory  of  this  holding  is  that  the  stock- 
holders are  trustees  of  the  creditors,  and  suits  to  establish  and  enforce 
the  trust  are  maintained  against  the  representatives  of  deceased  persons 
on  the  theory  that  the  decedent  held  money  equal  to  the  amount  of 
his  unpaid  subscription  in  trust  for  the  creditors,  and  that  the  fund^ 
though  incapable  of  identification,  has  passed  into  the  hands  of  the 
executor  or  administrator,  so  that  it  is  properly  no  part  of  the  estate 
of  the  decedent,  and  hence  the  deceased  stockholder  was  a  trustee,  and 
not  a  debtor,  of  the  corporation's  creditors.*  Both  this  theory  and 
the  conclusion  based  thereon,  however,  have  been  severely,  and  it 
seems  justly,  criticised  as  an  unwarranted  extension  of  the  trust  fund 
doctrine,  whereby  in  case  of  the  insolvency  of  the  estate  the  creditors 
of  the  corporation  would  have  a  preference  over  the  general  creditors 
of  the  deceased  subscriber.**' 

320.  Actions  against  Executor  or  Administrator  on  Covenants. — 
The  rules  governing  the  right  to  sue  on  covenants  in  favor  of  the 
decedent  apply  generally  to  actions  on  the  decedent's  own  cove- 
nants. Usually,  for  breach  of  personal  covenants  the  personal  repre- 
sentative  alone  may  be  sued,  while  liability  as  between  the  represen- 
tative and  the  heir  on  the  decedent's  real  covenant  depends  on  whether 
the  breach  occurred  during  the  life  of  the  decedent  or  after  his 

6.  Sanders  v.  Russell,  86  Cal.  119,  80  Pac.  352,  11  Ann.  Cas.  1105. 

24  Pac.  852,  21  A.  S.  R.  26.  9.  Thompson  v.  Reno  Sav.  Bank,  19 

6.  Cole  V.  Robertson,  6  Tex.  356,  55  Nev.  242,  9  Pac.  121,  3  A.  S.  R.  883. 
Am.  Dec.  784  and  note.  10.  In  re  Beard,  7  Wyo.  104,  50 

7.  Brown  v.  Sebrstopol,  153  Cal.  Pac.  226,  75  A.  S.  R.  882,  38  LJI.A. 
704,  96  Pac.  363,  19  L.RA.(N.S.)  178.  860. 

8.  Franklin  v.  Triekev,  9  Ariz/  282,  11.  See  anprs,  par.  315. 
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death,  the  representative  being  liable  in  the  one  case  and  the  heir  in 
the  other.''  To  these  rules,  however,  an  exception  seems 'to  have 
been  recognized  under  a  system  whereby  the  personal  and  real  estate 
make  a  joint  fund  and  constitute  assets,  it  having  been  declared 
that  when  a  grantor,  for  himself,  his  heirs,  executors  and  adminis* 
trators,  covenants  to  warrant  and  defend  the  premises,  this  is  a  cove- 
nant real,  which  descends  to  the  heir  and  is  binding  on  him  in  regard 
to  assets  real  by  descent,  and  is  also  binding  on  the  administrator  in 
regard  to  personal  assets,  though  it  was  held  that  the  administrator 
could  not  be  liable  when  the  breach  occurred  after  his  full  adminis- 
tration and  discharge.^'  It  should  be  added,  furthermore,  that  the 
heir  is  ultimately  liable  only  to  the  extent  of  the  assets  received.** 

321.  Survivorship  of  Causes  of  Action  Against  Estate. — ^At  common 
law  every  action  against  a  sole  defendant  abated  absolutely  upon  his 
death,  and  even  a  suit  in  equity  abated  subject  to  revived  if  it  was 
of  such  a  character  that  it  could  originally  have  bnen  maintained 
against  a  personal  representative.  But  this  rule  has  been  so  widely 
abrogated  by  statute  that  it  may  now  be  stated  as  a  general  propo- 
sition that  no  action  abates  absolutely  on  the  death  of  the  defendant 
unless  the  cause  of  action  itself  is  deemed  to  perish.  And  from  this 
it  follows  that  the  more  important  questions  in  this  connection  now 
are  the  mode  of  revival  and  the  survivorship  of  causes  of  action,  to 
which  may  be  added  such  questions  as  the  effect  of  the  defendant's 
death  upon  the  right  to  enter  judgment — or  upon  a  judgment  previ- 
ously entered — the  right  of  appeal  from  a  judgment  entered  in  the 
defendant's  lifetime  and  the  substitution  of  parties  on  appeal,  and 
the  right  to  issue  or  levy  an  execution  on  such  judgment  All  such 
matters  involve,  more  or  less,  questions  concerning  the  litigious  rights 
and  liabilities  of  executors  and  administrators;  but  as  they  pertain 
more  directly  to  subjects  specifically  treated  elsewhere  in  this  work 
further  mention  of  them  here  is  deemed  unnecessary." 

322.  Specific  Performance  of  Decedent's  Contracts. — ^The  liability 
of  heirs  and  distributees  on  the  decedent's  contracts  to  convey,  is 
treated  elsewhere,  and  specific  enforcement  of  the  contracts  of  dece- 
dents is  more  directly  pertinent,  of  course,  to  the  article  topically 
devoted  to  the  general  subject  involved.**  Nevertheless,  it  may  prop- 
erly be  stated  here  that  the  death  of  the  obligor  is  not  usually  a  serious 
obstacle  to  the  enforcement  of  his  contracts  by  a  court  of  equity  or 
such  other  court  as  this  equitable  power  may  be  given  to,  the  suit 

12.  See  CovKNANTS,  voL  7,  pp.  16  vol.  1,  p.  20  et  seq.;  Appeal  akd  Eb- 
at  seq.,  1120  et  seq.  ror,  vol.  2,  pp.  66  et  seq.,  263  et  eeq.; 

13.  Booth  V.  Starr,  6  (Cfnm.)  Executions,  voL  10,  par.  IS;  Jitdo-: 
275,  5  Am.  Bee.  140.  kents. 

U.  See  Dbsobnt  ahd  DisraiBUTioif,  16.  See  Descent  and  Distribution, 
vol.  9,  p.  99  et  seq.  vol.  9,  p.  100;  Specifio  Pbrkkucanob. 

16.  See  ABAnicBNT  and  Bevival, 
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being  against  the  heirs  or  the  personal  representatdves  according  to  the 
interests  involved.  This  powpr  is  sometimes  conferred  on  the  probate 
court;  or  the  statute  may  authorize  the  executor  or  administrator 
to  execute  deeds  to  carry  out  uncompleted  contracts  of  the  decedent 
to  convey  lands,  a  petition  requesting  such  step  being  first  presented 
to  the  proper  court, Sometimes  the  power  of  the  court  is  qualified 
by  statute  so  thnt  it  may  be  exercised  only  where  there  is  a  bond  or  a 
contract  in  writing,  disclosing  all  the  terms  of  the  agreement,  in 
analof^y  to  the  memorandum  required  by  the  statute  of  frauds.^' 

323.  Actions  to  Recover  Property  Not  Belonging  to  Decedent. — 
In  addition  to  actions  against  executors'  and  administrators  for  dis- 
tributive shares  in  aH  estate,  suits  may  be  brought  to  recover  from 
them  money  or  property  in  their  bands  which  never  belonged  to  tiie 
decedent  in  his  own  right,  as  where  he  was  in  possession  as  trustee 
or  bailee,  or  by  virtue  of  a  trespass.*'  So,  if  another's  property  was 
taken  by  the  decedent  in  his  lifetime,  one  who  claims  to  be  the  owner 
mny  be  allowed  to  sue  the  personal  representatives  and  recover  the 
specific  property  if  he  can  show  that  it  belongs  to  him>  And  accord- 
ingly trover  will  lie  against  an  executor  or  administrator  for  a  con- 
version by  the  decedent,  subject,  of  course,  to  the  practice  in  the 
particular  jurisdiction,*  as  where  specific  money  capable  of  identifi- 
cation, such  aa  money  in  a  bag  or  package,  is  intrusted  to  a  person 
for  safekeeping  and  on  his  death  passes  into  the  hands  of  his  repre- 
sentative,* or  where  an  administrator  sells  the  chattel  of  another 
as  part  of  his  intestate's  estate,  and  applies  the  proceeds  in  payment 
of  the  debts  of  the  estate,  without  notice  of  the  rights  of  the  true 
owner,  the  administrator  being  personally  liable  in  such  a  case.*  And 
where  that  form  of  action  is  still  recognized,  the  holder  of  a  superior 
title  to  personalty  may  sue  the  representative  in  detinue.*  It  has 
been  held  that  if  an  administrator  takes  possession  of  property  as 
that  of  his  intestate  which  belongs  to  a  third  person  he  will  be  liable 
personally,  because  if  the  property  did  not  belong  to  the  decedent 
at  the  time  of  his  death  it  cannot  be  held  by  anyone  as  his  adminis- 
trator.*  Whether  property  or  funds  held  by  the  decedent  in  trust 

17.  McQnitty  t.  Wilhite,  218  Mo.  plevin;  Trover;  Trusts. 

586,  117  S.  W.  730,  131  A.  S.  R.  561  1.  Elmore  v.  Eimore,  58  S.  C.  289, 

and  Dote;  CJiess'a  Appeal,  4  Pa.  St.  62,  36  -S.  E.  656,  51  L.R.A.  261. 

45  Am.  Dec  668  and  note.  2.  Avery  v.  Moore,  2  N.  C.  362,  1 

18.  May  v.  Boyd,  97  Me.  398,  64  Am.  Dec.  560  and  note. 

Atl.  938,  94  A.  S.  B.  509.  3.  Hunnicutt  v.  Higginbotham,  138 

19.  McQuitty  v.  Wilhite,  218  Mo.  Ala.  472,  35  So.  469,  100  A.  S.  R.  45. 
586,  117  S.  W.  730,  131  A.  S.  R.  561  4.  Newsum  v.  Newsum,  1  Leigh 
and  note;  Peters  v.  Phillips,  19  Tex.  (Va.)  86,  19  Am.  Dec  739. 

70,  70  Am.  Dec.  319  and  note.    See  B.  Brewer  v.  Strong,  10  Ala.  961, 

generally,  Statute  of  Frauds.  44  Am.  Dec  514. 

20.  See  BAn^KBHTS,  voL  3,  p.  114  6.  Oonldiog  v.  Horbuzy,  85  Me.  227, 
et  seq.:  DKninj&  toL  9,  p.  151;  Re-  27  AtL  127,  36  A.  S.  B.  357:  Gledhill 
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may  be  followed  specifically  into  the  hands  of  his  personal  repm- 
sentative  and  recovered  as  such,  depends,  first,  on  whether  the  prop- 
erty can  be  traced  into  the  hands  of  the  representative,  as  to  which 
all  authorities  seem  to  be  in  accord,  and,  second,  on  the  extent  to 
which  it  can  be  identified,  as  to  which  the  authorities  are  conflicting, 
some  authorizing  a  recovery  as  for  the  specific  property  though  its 
identity  has  been  destroyed,  and  others  insisting  upon  more  or  less 
specific  identification.'  Accordingly,  on  the  one  hand,  money  received 
by  the  decedent  as  an  agent,  although  it  has  been  mingled  with  bis 
own  so  that  it  cannot  be  distinguished,  has  been  held  to  constitute  a 
trust  fund  which  may  be  recovered  from  his  personal  representative 
by  appropriate  action ; '  while,  on  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  held 
that  a  trust  should  not  be  declared  against  the  insolvent  estate  of  a 
deceased  person  on  the  ground  that  the  proceeds  of  the  property  held 
in  trust  by  the  decedent  went  into  the  general  assets  and  thereby 
increased  the  amount  in  the  hands  of  the  administrator,  nor  should 
the  administrator  be  compelled  to  use  the  general  assets  of  the  estate 
to  redeem  trust  property  pledged  by  the  trustee  during  his  lifetime 
for  his  individual  use.* 

324.  Actions  as  to  Legacies  and  Shares. — ^As  elsewhere  shown  the 
consent  of  the  executor  is  normally  required  as  to  legacies,*'  but  if 
without  cause  he  refuses  his  assent  the  legatee  is  entitled  to  relief  in 
equity.*'  It  seems  that  at  common  law  a  legacy  could  not  be  recovered 
in  an  action  at  law,  but  only  by  a  suit  in  equity.  The  American  cases 
are  not  harmonious,  but  there  are  very  many  in  favor  of  the  rule 
that  an  action  at  law  will  lie  for  the  collection  of  the  legacy.  Where 
the  proceedings  to  recover  the  legacy  may  be  had  in  the  probate  court, 
the  form  of  action  is,  of  course,  immaterial.**  But  as  a  general 
rule  it  seems  that  the  action  must  be  brought  in  some  other  court." 
It  is  sometimes  required  that  before  suit  is  brought  by  a  legatee  or 
other  distributee  against  an  executor  or  administrator,  it  is  necessary 
to  allege  and  prove  a  demand  upon,  and  neglect  or  refusal  by,  the 
defendant  to  make  payment*^  But  it  has  been  declared  that  the 
right  of  a  distributee  to  his  share  of  the  estate  accrues  at  the  time  of 
the  final  decree  of  the  probate  court,  and  that  be  may  at  once^  upon 
the  making  of  the  final  decree,  demand  his  distributive  share,  and, 

T.  McCoombs,  110  Me.  341, 86  Atl.  247,     10.  See  snpra,  par.  274. 

Ann.  Caa.  1914D  294, 45  LJl.A.(N.S.)     11.  Crist  t.  Crist,  1  Ind.  670, 60  Am. 

26.  Dec  481;  MeCants     Bee,  1  MeCord 

7.  Sea  Truots.  Eq.  (S.  C.)  383, 16  Am.  Dee.  610. 

8.  Central  City  First  Nat.  Bank  ▼.  12.  Fickle  v.  Snepp,  97  Ind.  289, 
Hummel,  14  Col.  259,  23  Pac  086,  49  Am.  Rep.  440. 

20  A.  S.  R.  257,  8  L.R.A.  788.  13.  MeLaoghlin  v.  McLaughlin,  4 

0.  Lowe  V.  Jones,  192  Mass.  94,  78  Ohio  St.  608,  64  Adl  Dec.  603. 
N.  E.  402,  116  A.  8.  R.  225,  7  Ann.     14.  Henry  v.  Doyle,  82  Ohio  SL  113, 
Caa.  561  and  note,  6  LiLA.(N.S.)  01  N.  E.  990,  137  A.  S.  B.  769. 
487  and  note. 
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if  it  be  not  paid  to  him,  maintain  an  action  to  recover  it'*  While 
the  rule  is  generally  approved  that  no  lapse  of  time  will  bar  a  direct 
trust  as  between  the  trustee  and  cestui  que  trust,  and  therefore  that 
an  executor  or  administrator  cannot,  in  equity,  plead  the  statute  of 
limitations  against  an  heir  or  one  entitled  to  a  distributive  share  of 
the  estate,'*  an  action  for  a  legacy  may  be  barred  by  the  neglect  of 
the  legatee  to  prosecute  his  claim  within  the  time  allowed  by  the 
statute  of  limitations,  wh^  the  executor  claims  liie  legacy  adversely.^' 
325.  Attachment  and  Garnishment. — At  common  law  an  attach- 
ment was  dissolved  by  the  defendant's  death  and  the  property  vested 
in  the  executor  or  admimstrator  discharged  from  any  special  lien; 
but  by  the  weight  of  authority,  it  seems,  the  effect  of  the  revival 
statutes  has  very  generally  been  to  save  attachments.^*  As  to  attach- 
ments issued  after  the  decedent's  death  a  distinction  is  made  between 
causes  of  action  against  the  estate  and  those  against  the  adminis- 
trator personally.^'  It  has  likewise  been  held  that  the  property 
of  the  estate  is  not  subject  to  garnishment,  since  the  assets  might 
thereby  be  diverted  from  their  lawful  course."  But  it  will  readily 
be  perceived  that  subjecting  the  interest  of  a  distributee  to  garnish- 
ment is  quite  different  from  subjecting  the  interest  of  the  estate,  since 
in  the  latter  case  if  successful  the  garnishment  proceedings  would 
remove  a  part  of  the  assets  of  the  estate  from  the  control  of  the  personal 
representatives,  while  in  the  former  case  the  attachment  of  the  interest 
of  the  distributee  does  not  dispossess  the  executor  or  administrator 
nor  interrupt  the  administration.  Accordingly,  it  is  held  that  after 
a  decree  of  distribution  the  undistributed  share  of  the  distributee 
may  be  garnished  in  the  hands  of  the  administrator  by  a  creditpr  of 
the  distributee  or  may  be  reached  by  proceedings  supplementary  to 
execution.*  Similarly,  the  unascertained  distributive  shore  of  a 
decedent's  estate  in  the  executor's  or  administrator's  hands  has  been 
held  subject  to  foreign  attachment.'  And  it  may  be  stated  generally, 
that  such  shares  may  be  reached  by  attachment  proceedings  supple- 
mentary to  execution,  garnishment,  or  creditor's  Bill.'  In  regard  to 
real  estate  the  general  rule  is  that  the  share  of  an  heir  becomes  sub- 
ject to  attachment  or  execution  at  once  upon  the  death  of  the  ancestor, 

16.  Ganser  v.  Ganser,  83  Minn.  199,  20.  Brewer  v.  Hutton,  45  W.  Va. 
86  N.  W.  18,  85  A.  S.  R.  461.  106,  30  S.  E.  81,  72  A.  S.  R.  804. 

16.  Decoucbe  v.  Savetier,  3  Johns.  See  generally,  Qarntshuent. 

Cb.  (N.  Y.)  190,  8  Am.  Dee.  478  and  1.  McCIellan  v.  Solomon,  23  Fla. 
note,  437,  2  So.  825,  11  A.  S.  R.  381. 

17.  Tinnen  v.  Mebane^  10  Tex.  246,  2.  Stratton  t.  Ham,  8  Ind.  84>  65 
60  Am.  Dec.  205.  Am.  Dec.  754. 

Note:  8  L.R.A.  652.  3.  See  Creditors'  Bills,  vol.  8,  p. 

18.  See  generally,  Attacehent,  vol.  12;  Descent  and  Distribution,  vol. 
2,  p.  870.  9,  p.  127  et  seq.;  Executions,  vol.  10, 

19.  See  Attachuknt,  vol.  2,  p.  810.  par.  163  et  seq.:  Lbvt  and  Seizubb. 
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subject,  however,  to  the  rights  of  the  admlaistrator,  ia  case  such  land 
may  bo  needed  for  the  payment  of  debts.* 

Parties 

326.  Generally. — ^An  executor  or  administrator  usually  is  deemed 
to  represent  the  beneficiaries  entitled  to  the  personal  estate  in  all  suits 
and  actions  in  reference  thereto  to  such  an  extent  that  it  is  unneces- 
sary that  they  should  be  joined  as  parties.*  So  in  nearly  all  pvi- 
ceedings  affecting  the  personal  estate  the  personal  representative  is 
considered  to  be  a  necessary  party  for  the  protection  of  the  heirs 
and  distributees.*  For  example,  when  a'  bill  in  equity  is  filed  to 
obtain  distribution  of  an  estate,  the.  administrator  or  executor  is  an 
indispensable  party.'  And  it  has  also  been  held  that  where  the  prop- 
erty of  a  nonresident  decedent  in  the  state  consists  of  an  interest  in 
the  estate  of  another  decedent,  an  action  to  subject  such  interest  to 
the  claims  of  contract  creditors  will  not  lie  against  the  executor  of  the 
resident  estate,  when  neither  the  foreign  executor  nor  those  beneficially 
interested  in  the  estate  of  the  nonresident  are  made  parties.*  In  the 
prosecution  and  defense  of  claims,  the  executor  or  administrator  is  like- 
wise deemed  to  be  the  full  representative  of  the  creditors  of  the  estate.' 
And  in  a  suit  against  the  estate  of  a  deceased  stockholder  to  enforce 
a  liability  in  regard  to  debts  of  the  corporation  not  only  should  the 
living  stockholders  be  made  parties  but  also  the  representatives  of 
the  deceased  stockholder." 

327.  Actions  InTolving  Real  Estate. — Ordinarily  the  defense  of 
the  title  to  realty  is  for  the  heirs  and  not  the  administrator.^^  So,  if 
an  action  is  brought  against  the  executor  and  administrator  to  charge 
the  real  estate  left  by  the  decedent,  his  widow,  heirs  and  devisees,  if 
any,  should  receive  notice  of  the  proceeding,  so  that  they  may  beqome 
parties  thereto.^*  On  the  same  principle  it  has  been  held  that  an 
equity  of  redemption  will  not  be  barred  by  a  sale  of  the  land,  under 
a  decree  of  foreclosure,  in  an  action  in  which  the  administrator  of 

4.  Hyde  v.  Barney,  17  Vt.  280,  44  9.  Ex  parte  Ferryman,  25  Ala.  79, 
Am.  Dec.  335  and  note.  60  Am.  Dec.  494 ;  Kennerly  v.  Shepley, 

Note:  11  A.  8.  R.  387.  See  Descent.  15  Mo.  640,  57  Am.  Dec  219. 
AND  Distribution,  vol.  9,  p.  127  et     10.  New  England  Commercial  Bank 
seq.;  Levy  and  Seizure.  v.  Newport  Steam  Factory,  6  R.  I. 

6.  Moore  v.  Hood,  9  Rich.  Eq.  (S.  154,  75  Am.  Dec.  688.    See  also  Cor- 
0.)  311,  70  Am.  Dee.  210.    See  also  porations,  vol.  7,  p.  399. 
supra,  par.  317.  11.  McQuitty  v.  Wilhite,  218  Mo. 

6.  Beall  v.  Taylor,  2  Grat  (Va.)  586,  117  S.  W.  730,  131  A.  S.  R.  561. 
532,  44  AoL  Dec.  398.  See  also  Descent  and  Distribution, 

7.  Porter  v.  Porter,  7  How.  (Miss.)  vol.  9,  p.  113  et  seq. 

106,  40  Am.  Dec.  55.  12.  Solea  v.  Hickman,  29  Pa.  St. 

8.  De  Coppet  v.  Cone,  199  N,  Y.  56,  342,  72  Am.  Dec  635.  See  also  Db- 
92  N.  E.  411,  139  A.  S.  R.  844,  20  scent  and  Distbibution,  vol.  9,  p.  96 
Ann.  Cas.  841.  et  seq. 
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such  deceased  mortgagor  is  the  defendant  and  the  heirs  are  not 
joined."  And  conversely,  the  representative  need  not  be  joined  in 
proceedings  by  the  widow  for  assignment  of  homestead  and  dower; 
nor,  in  the  alwence  of  debts,  to  a  suit  by  the  widow  to  compel  a  con- 
veyance to  her  of  lands  standing  in  his  name  at  his  death,  but  which 
she  claims  were  purchased  with  her  moneys,  and  held  in  trust  for 
her;  nor,  generally,  in  partition  proceedings,'*  as  where  an  adminis* 
trator  made  a  sale  of  real  property,  void  ss  to  a  minor  heir,  who  sued 
for  partition  fifteen  years  after  the  settlement  of  the  estate  and  the 
discharge  of  the  administrator,  and  no  relief  was  sought  against  him 
and  his  interest  was  not  affected  by  the  decree.*'  Similarly,  it  has  also 
been  held  that  where  a  judgment  had  been  entered  against  an  adminis- 
trator, an  omission  to  make  him  a  defendant  as  such,  on  scire  facias 
to  charge  the  lands  of  the  decedent  with  the  payment  of  debts,  was 
not  fatal  to  the  proceeding,  where  he  was  also  an  heir,  and,  as  such, 
had  been  made  a  party  defendant.'*  But  where  any  liability  on  the 
part  of  the  estate  is  involved,  the  representative  should  be  made  a 
party,  as  on  scire  facias  to  revive  a  judgment  against  the  decedent 
so  as  to  charge  the  land,  the  same  being  assets  sub  modo;  "  or  wliere 
the  obligee  in  a  bond  for  the  conveyance  of  land  dies  without  paying 
the  full  purchase  price  and  suit  is  thereafter  brought  to  set  the  bond 
aside  for  the  fraud  of  the  obligor  in  misrepresenting  boundaries  and 
in  selling  land  to  which  he  had  no  title,  the  representative  of  the 
obligee  is  a  necessary  party  in  such  a  case  for  the  double  reason 
that  the  estate  is  liable  if  the  bond  stands  and  that  the  obligor's 
breach  occun-ed  in  the  obligee's  lifetime.*®  Similarly,  on  the  theory 
that  the  representative  represents  the  creditors  as  well  as  the  estate, 
it  has  been  held  that  where  an  action  to  foreclose  a  mortgage  has  been 
brought  against  the  heirs  of  the  mortgagor,  the  court  may,  after  the 
subsequent  appointment  of  an  administrator,  order  him  to  be  brought 
in  as  a  party,  and  direct  the  service  of  summons  on  him.' 

328.  Pleading  and  Proof  of  Capacity. — As  a  general  rule  an  execu- 
tor or  administrator  in  bringing  suit  in  his  repreSisntative  character 
should  both  allege  *  and  prove  that  he  is  such  executor  or  adminis- 

13.  Stark  v.  Brown,  12  Wis.  572,  78     18.  Messmore  v.  Williamson,  189  Pa. 


14.  Higgins  v.  Higgins,  219  111.  146,  19.  Union  Bank  v.  Powell,  3  Fla. 
76  N.  E.  86,  109  A.  S.  R.  316.  And  175,  52  Am.  Dec.  367.   See  Jodouekt. 


16.  Berry  v.  Weidman,  40  W.  Va.  (Ky.)  40,  17  Am.  Dec.  115. 
36,  20  S.  B.  817,  52  A.  S.  R.  866.         1.  Chnrchill  v.  Woodworth,  148  Cal. 

16.  O'Keefe  v.  Bebrens,  73  Kan.  469,  669.  84  Pae.  155,  113  A.  S.  R.  324. 
86  Pae.  556,  9  Ann.  Cas.  867,  8  L.R.A,  See  generally,  Mortoaoes. 

(N.S.)  354.  2.  Wyatt  v.  Rambo,  29  Ala.  510,  68 

17.  Mantemach  v.  Stndt,  240  HI.  Am.  Dec.  89;  Munro  v.  Pacific  Coast 
4<4,  88  N.  E.  1000,  130  A.  S.  R.  282.  Dredging,  etc,  Co.,  84  Cal.  615,  24 
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St.  73,  41  Atl.  1110,  69  A.  S.  R.  791. 


Bee  Homesteads. 


20.  Rice  V.  Spotswood,  6  T.  B.  Mon. 
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trator.*  Executors  are  precluded  from  proving  their  office  by  general 
reputation  in  actions  brought  by  them.^  But  though  letters  of 
administration  are  merely  evidence  of  the  authority  conferred  upon 
the  administrator,  the  issuance  of  which  need  not  be  shown  in  a  suit 
against  the  administrator  after  proof  of  the  grant  of  administration,* 
production  of  the  probate  of  a  will  or  letters  of  administration  is 
sufiScient  evidence  to  prove  the  representative  character  of  the  adminis- 
trator, his  right  to  sue,  and  the  death  of  the  testator  or  intestate.* 
The  cause  of  action  has  been  held  to  be  sufficiently  averred  to  be  in 
the  administrator  as  such,  when  to  each  material  allegation  of  the 
declaration  are  added  the  words  "as  administrator  as  aforesaid." ' 
And  so,  it  is  also  held,  in  an  notion  by  an  administrator,  an  allegation 
in  the  declaration  that  the  plaintiff  was  "duly  appointed"  adminis- 
trator of  the  estate  of  his  intestate,  means  that  he  was  appointed  accord- 
ing to  law.*  Probate  at  any  time  before  hearing  is  sufficient  to  sus- 
tain an  executor's  authority  to  sue.*  Similarly,  it  has  been  held  that 
a  foreign  administrator  may  take  out  ancillary  letters  after  demurrer 
to  his  bill  and  aver  the  fact  by  amendment  before  answer.^* 

329.  Suit  in  Individual  or  in  Representative  Capacity. — An 
executor  or  administrator  called  upon  to  bring  suit  in  reference  to 
the  affairs  of  an  estate  must  under  some  circumstances  sue  in  his 
representative  character,  and  under  other  conditions  has  the  choice 
between  bringing  suit  in  either  his  representative  or  individual  capac- 
ity, and  in  still  different  cases  the  suit  may  be  brought  only  as  an 
individual.  Not  infrequently  a  definite  choice  must  be  made  in  order 
not  to  incur  the  penalties  of  the  error  of  duplicity,  for  at  common  law 
a  cause  of  action  accruing  to  a  plaintiff  individually  could  not  be 
joined  with  one  accruing  to  him  in  a  representative  capacity,  though 
the  two  arose  out  of  the  same  occurrence.  And  within  the  meaning 
of  this  rule  causes  of  action  in  favor  of  a  person  individually  and  as 
an  administrator  or  executor  of  the  estate  of  another  are  not  in  the 
same  right,  since  in  the  former  the  recovery  is  in  a  personal  capacity 
and  in  the  latter  the  recovery  is  in  a  representative  capacity.^^  As  a 

Pae.  303,  18  A.  S.  R.  248;  Bowden  t.  Co.,  51  Fla.  162,  41  So.  400,  7  Ann. 

Jacksonville  Electric  Co.,  51  Fla.  152,  Cas.  859. 

41  So.  400,  7  Ann.  Cas.  859  and  note.     9.  Leaby  v.  Haworth,  141  Fed.  850, 

3.  Middleswonh  v.  Nixon,  2  Mich.  73  C.  C.  A.  84,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  657; 
425,  57  Am.  Dec.  136.  Osgood  v.  Franklin,  2  Johns.  Ch.  (N. 

4.  Middlesworth  v.  Nixon,  2  Mich.  T.)  1,  7  Am.  Dec.  613.  See  supra, 
425,  57  Am.  Dec.  136.  par.  11, 134,  as  to  necessity  of  probate 

6.  Eslava  v.  Elliott,  5  Ala.  264,  39  generally  and  powers  before  probate. 
Am.  Dec.  326.  10.  Black  v.  Alien  Co.,  42  Fed.  61B, 

6.  Remick  v.  Butterfield,  31  N.  H.  9  L.R.A.  433. 

70,  64  Am.  Dec.  316.  11.  Pensacola  Electric  Co.  t.  Soder- 

7.  Wyatt  V.  Rambo,  29  Ala.  610,  68  lind,  60  Fla.  164,  53  So.  722,  Ann.  Cas, 
Am.  Dec.  89.  10126  1251  and  note;  May  t.  Smith, 

8.  Bowden  t.  JackBonville  Eleetrk  45  N.  a  196,  59  Am.  Dee.  694.  Bee 
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general  rule  an  executor  must  sue  in  his  representative  character  on 
a  cause  of  action  which  accrued  in  the  lifetime  of  the  testator.'*  So 
also,  it  is  held,  an  executor  who  sues  in  hia  own  name  and  not  as 
executor,  cannot  recover  on  a  note  payable  to  his  testator  and  not 
indorsed  by  him."  On  the  other  band,  under  certdn  circumstances 
an  executor  or  administrator  may  be  denied  the  right  to  bring  suit 
in  his  representative  capacity,  as,  for  example,  where  an  administrator 
changed  the  nature  of  the  debt  originally  due  to  the  intestate,  by  a 
contract  made  with  himself.'^  The  same  general  principles  hold  true 
where  the  personal  representatives  are  sued.  As  elsewhere  shown, 
ordinarily  an  action  at  law  will  not  lie  against  an  administrator  or 
executor  in  his  representative  capacity  on  a  contract  made  by  him  for 
the  benefit  of  the  estate.**  Thus,  an  executor  or  administrator  cannot 
be  sued  in  his  representative  capacity  for  goods  furnished  or  services 
rendered  to  the  estate  after  the  decedent's  death,  but  for  such  con- 
tracts the  remedy  is  against  the  representative  in  his  private  capacity,** 
In  regard  to  torts  the  same  rule  prevails.  Thus,  an  action  for  the 
negligence  of  the  administrator  in  the  maintenance  of  the  property 
of  the  estate,  whereby  the  plaintiff  suffered  injury,  cannot  be  main- 
tained against  the  estate.*'  However,  it  has  been  held  that  an  adminis- 
trator who,  without  authority,  collects  rents  of  his  intestate's  real 
estate,  and  uses  them  as  assets  in  paying  the  debts  of  the  estate,  is 
liable  to  the  party  entitled  to  such  rents,  either  personally  or  in  his 
representative  capacity,  at  the  election.*' 

330.  Election  to  Sue  in  Either  Capacity. — ^Where  the  contract  or 
transaction  which  is  the  basis  of  the  suit  is  one  to  which  the  repre- 
sentative himself  is  a  party,  as,  for  instance,  where  the  subject  matter 
of  the  litigation  is  a  promise  made  by  the  defendant,  not  to  the 
decedent,  but  to  the  representative,  the  latter  may  bring  the  suit 
either  in  his  individual  or  in  his  representative  character,  as  he  may 
elect.**  One  of  the  most  frequent  instances  in  which  this  principle 
has  application  is  where  a  contract  is  made  with  an  executor  or  ad- 
ministrator in  that  capacity.   In  such  cases  he  may  bring  suit  on  it 

infra,  par.  333,  u  to  joinder  of  eanseB  16.  Pltzbugh  t.  Fitzhngh,  11  Grat 

of  actions.  (Va.)  300,  62  Am.  Dec.  653. 

12.  Kent  v.  Bothwell,  152  Masa.  341,  17.  Bannigan    v.    Woodbury,  158 

25  N.  E.  721,  9  L.R.A,  258;  Lawsoo  Afieb.  206,  122  N.  W.  631,  133  A.  S. 

T.  LawsoD,  16  Qiat  (Vo.)  230,  80  Am.  R.  371  and  note. 

Dec  702.  18.  Conger  v.  Atwood,  28  Ohio  St. 

IS.  Woodbury  v.  Woodbury,  47  N,  134,  22  Am.  Rep.  362. 

H.  11,  90  Am.  Dee.  565.  19.  Hunter    v.    Postlethwaite,  10 

14.  Helm  v.  Van  VIeet,  1  Blackf.  Mart.  0.  S.  (La.)  456,  13  Am.  Dec. 
(Ind.)  342,  12  Am.  Dec.  248.  334;  Kent  v.  Bothwell,  152  Masa.  341, 

15.  Note:  52  A.  S.  R.  121.  See  su-  26  N.  E.  721,  9  L.R.A.  258;  Morse  v. 
pn,  par.  176.  And  see  infra,  par.  King,  73  N.  J.  L.  548,  63  AtL  98^ 
339,  as  to  liability  to  personal  judg-  118  A.  S.  R.  702. 

Bcnt.  NoU:  64  L.R.A.  611. 
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in  his  own  name,^  or  be  may,  at  his  option,  sue  for  it  in  his  repre- 
sentative character.^  And  in  such  cases  it  is  not  necessary  for  the 
plaintiff  to  prove  his  official  capacity  '  or  to  file  a  copy  of  hu  letters.' 
A  promise  to  pay  to  an  executor  or  administrator,  however,  is  a  promise 
to  him  in  his  individual  capacity,  and  therefore  in  bringing  suit  he 
need  not  entitle  himself  as  administrator.*  And  the  fact  that  he  is 
accountable  for  the  proceeds  of  the  suit  as  assets  of  the  estate  does  not 
necessarily  preclude  him  from  maintaining  an  action  without  ref- 
erence to  his  official  relation.'  So  an  administrator  is  not  obliged 
to  sue  in  his  representative  capacity  for  the  recovery  of  personal 
chattels  of  his  intestate  which  he  has  had  in  his  possession  as  such 
administrator.  He  may  sue  for  and  recover  them  in  his  individual 
capacity,  on  proof  of  bis  intestate's  title  and  his  own  possession  as 
administrator But  suit  in  his  representative  character  is  particularly 
appropriate  when  the  property  or  proceeds  if  recovered  will  be  assets 
belonging  to  the  estate.' 

331.  Averments  as  to  Capacity  of  Plaintiff. — Since  an  executor  or 
administrator  is  generally  conceded  the  option  of  suing  either  in  his 
individual  or  representative  character  on  contracts  made  by  himself, 
tihough  in  reference  to  the  affairs  of  the  estate  of  the  decedent,^  the 
courts  seldom  listen  to  an  objection  that  in  litigation  in  reference  to 
sucb  contracts  he  should  have  described  himself  as  an  individual 
and  should  not  have  added  after  his  name  the  word  "executor"  or 
"administralor."  The  customary  method  of  disposing  of  objections 
on  this  score  is  to  regard  these  words  as  mere  surplusage  and  as 
descriptive  of  the  person  referred  to  and  therefore  immaterial.^  When 
it  is  not  necessary  for  a  plaintiff  to  sue  as  executor  or  administrator 
all  averments  in  his  complaint  in  relation  to  his  official  capacity  may 
be  rejected."  It  has  been  said,  in  this  connection,  that  the  character 
in  which  a  party  sues  must  be  determined  from  the  body  of  the  plead- 
ing, and  not  from  the  description  of  himself  given  therein,  and  that 
a  right  of  action  as  an  individual,  properly  averred,  and  accruing  to 

20.  Jones  Everman,  15  B.  Mon.  fl.  Sims  Boynton,  32  Ala.  353,  70 
(Ky.)  631,  63  Am.  Dec.  521;  Tittman  Am.  Dec.  540. 

V.  Thornton,  107  Mo.  500,  17  S.  W.  7.  Sasscer  t.  Walker,  5  Gill  &  3. 
079,  16  L.R.A.  410.  (Md.)  102,  25  Am.  Dee.  272;  Lawson 

1.  Gentry  r.  Owen,  14  Ark.  396,  60  v.  Lawson,  16  Qrat  (Va.)  230,  80  Am. 
Am.  Dec.  549 ;  Sheets  v.  Pabody,  6  Dec.  702. 

Blackf.  (lad.)  120,  38  Adl  Dec.  132     8.  See  snpra,  par.  330. 

and  note.  9.  Wolf  t.  Beaird,  123  lU.  585,  15 

2.  Hunter  t.  PosiletbwaiU,  10  Mart.  N.  E.  161,  5  A.  8.  R.  565;  Rittenhonse 
0.  S.  (La.)  456,  13  Am.  Dec.  334.     v.  Ammerman,  64  Mo.  107,  27  Am. 

3.  Mrrse  t.  King,  73  N.  J.  L.  548,  Rep.  215;  Hare  v.  O'Brien,  233  Pa. 
63  Atl.  986,  118  A.  S.  R.  702.  St.  330,  82  AtL  476,  Ann.  Gas.  IfilSB 

4.  Rosa  T.  Sutton,  1  Bailey's  L.  (S.  624,  39  L.RX(N.S.)  430. 

C.)  126,  19  Am.  Dec.  660.  10.  Lewis  t.  Adams,  70  Cal.  40%  U 

5.  Kent  v.  Botfawell,  152  Mass.  341,  Pae.  833,  59  Am.  Bep.  423. 
25  N.  E.  721,  9  LJIA.  258.  . 

288 


Digitized  by  Google 


U  E.  C.  L. 


EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTRATORS 


i  332 


plaintiff  in  a  fiduciary  character,  authorizes  him  to  sue  in  his  indi- 
vidual capacity;  and  superadded  words,  as  "administrator,"  etc.,  are 
mere  descriptio  personae.**  So  an  executor  who  sues  to  recover  money 
paid  by  him  by  mistake  may  describe  himself  as  executor  in  his  com- 
plaint, thou^  the  legal  title  to  the  moneys  sued  for  is  in  him  per- 
sonally, since  the  descriptive  words  may  be  treated  aa  surplusage.'^ 

332.  Averments  as  to  Capacity  of  Defendant. — If  a  suit  is  brought 
against  an  executor  or  administrator  in  regard  to  a  matter  as  to  which 
he  is  personally  liable,  as  on  a  promise  made  by  him  after  the  death 
of  the  decedent,  it  is  not  necessary  to  name  the  defendant  as  executor 
or  administrator,  though  this  may  be  done  by  way  of  description  or 
for  the  puipose  of  showing  the  circumstances  of  the  transaction  and 
the  origin  of  the  liability.'*  So  an  allegation  that  the  defendant 
ia  an  executor  or  administrator  may  be  treated  as  descriptio  personae 
and  surplusage,  and  will  not  necessarily  negative  his  personal  lia- 
bility.'* It  has  been  said  that  this  may  be  done  when  be  could  not 
under  any  circumstances  be  liable  in  bis  representative  capacity  to  the 
charges  contained  in  the  declaration,  but  not  where  the  defendant 
could,  on  any  supposition,  be  liable  in  his  representative  character  on 
the  contract  or  demand  declared  on.''  The  same  rules  of  pleading 
apply  to  court  papers  filed  by  the  defendant.  For  example,  it  has 
been  held  that  Uiough  in  the  caption  of  the  answer  the  defendant  is 
described  as  ^ecutor  only,  yet  he  may  be  considered  before  the  court 
in  the  character  of  devisee  as  well,  where  the  answer  is  responsive 
to  all  the  allegations  of  the  bill  charging  him  in  that  capacity.'*  Simi- 
larly, rendering  judgment  against  a  defendant  as  "administrator" 
does  not  necessarily  make  it  a  judgment  to  be  enforced  out  of  ihe 
property  of  the  estate  of  which  he  ia  administrator,  and  not  one  to 
be  enforced  against  his  own  property."  Whether  the  suit  should  be 
brought  against  a  personal  representative  in  his  individual  or  repre- 
sentative capacity  may  depend  on  the  mfmner  with  which  he  executed 
an  instrument  sued  on.  The  question  is  therefore  sometimes  raised 
aa  to  the  interpretation  to  be  given  to  the  words  which  follow  the 

11.  Tate  V.  Shackelford,  24  Ala.  610,  Mich.  206,  122  N.  W.  531,  133  A.  S. 
60  Am.  Dec.  488;  Goodman  v.  Walker,  R.  371;  Keniston  v.  Little,  30  N.  H. 
30  Ala.  482,  68  Am.  Dec.  134;  Helm  318,  64  Am.  Dee.  297;  Rich  v.  Sowles, 
V.  Van  Vteet,  1  Blaokf.  (Ind.)  342,  12  64  Vt  408,  23  Atl.  723,  16  L.R.A.  850 
Am.  Deo.  248.  Sea  generally,  Pab-  and  note;  Snead  v.  Coleman,  7  Orat 
TIES.  (Va-)  300. 56  Am.  Dec.  112;  Fitzhogfa 

12.  Wolf  v.  Beaird,  123  HI.  586,  16  v.  Pitsshugh,  11  Grat  (Va.)  300,  62 
N.  E.  161,  5  A.  S.  R.  565.  Am.  Dec.  653. 

13.  Painter  v.  Kaiaer,  27  Nev.  421,     16.  Fitzhugh  v.  Fitzhugrb,  11  Orat 
76  Pac.  747,  103  A.  S.  R.  772,  1  Ann.  (Va.)  300,  62  Am.  Dec.  653. 
Cas.765,  65  L.R.A.  672;  Snead  V.  Cole-     16.  Kinney   v.   Harvey,  2  Leigh 
man,  7  Grat.  (Va.)  300,  56  Am.  Dec.  (Va.)  70,  21  Am.  Dec.  597. 

112.  17.  Rich  V.  Sowles,  64  Vfc  408,  2» 

14.  Bannigan   v.   Woodbury,   168  Atl.  723,  16  L.RJI.  850. 
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signature  of  the  executor  or  administrator  indicating  the  capacity 
in  which  he  executed  the  instrument,  and  narrow  distinctions  are 
sometimes  drawn.  Thus,  it  has  been  held  that  when  an  instrument 
is  executed  by  executors,  the  term  "executor*'  is  a  description  of  the 
person,  that  is  to  say,  that  it  is  signed  by  a  person  who  is  an  executor; 
whereas,  when  it  is  executed  by  a  person  "as  executor,"  the  words 
will  bear  no  such  interpretation.'^  It  has  been  held,  however,  that 
the  words  "as  executor"  may  be  used  by  way  of  description.**  The 
personal  representative  may  in  some  cases  take  advantage  of  erro- 
neous methods  of  averring  the  capacity  in  which  he  sued.  Thus,  it 
has  been  held  that  an  administrator  with  the  will  annexed  must  be 
sued  in  that  character,  and  if  sued  as  administrator  only,  without 
the  addition  of  the  words  "with  the  will  annexed/'  he  may  plead  in 
abatement.*" 

333.  Joinder  of  Causes  in  Different  Capacities. — ^Under  the  strict 
rules  of  common  law  pleading  a  count  which  charges  one  as  executor 
or  administrator  cannot  be  joined  with  one  which  charges  him  per- 
sonally, because  the  judgment  in  the  one  case  would  be  de  bonis 
testatons  or  intestate,  and  in  the  other,  de  bonis  propriis.*  For  ex- 
ample, it  has  been  held  that  a  count  against  an  executor  for  money 
had  and  received  cannot  be  joined  with  a  count  for  money  due  to  the 
plaintiff  by  the  defendant  as  executor  upon  an  account  stated  with 
him  of  money  due  from  him  as  executor,  the  former  showing  a 
personal  charge  and  the  latter  a  charge  against  the  estate.'  And  a 
complaint  stating  a  cause  of  action  against  the  defendant  personally 
and  also  against  him  as  executor  or  administrator,  no  joint  liability 
being  shown,  is  demurrable  for  misjoinder  of  parties  defendant.* 
These  rulcb,  however,  are  no  longer  recognized  in  al!  jurisdictions. 
The  tendency,  perhaps,  is  to  disregard  them  and  to  hold  that  counts 
upon  promises  of  the  intestate  and  of  the  administrator  may  be 
joined  where  the  estate  is  concerned  in  both.* 

Plea* 

334.  Plenc  Administravit. — Prior  to  the  statute  of  Anne  an  exec- 
utor or  administrator,  when  sued  on  a  debt  of  the  decedent,  was 

18.  People  T.  Keyser,  28  N.  T.  226,  300,  62  Am.  Dee.  653;  Thompson  t. 
84  Am.  Dee.  338;  Ivey  t.  Vaughan,  Mann,  65  W.  Va.  648,  64  S.  E.  920, 
93  S.  C.  203,  76  S.  E.  464,  Ann.  Cas.  m  A.  S.  R.  987,  22  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
1914D  900,  43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  377.         1094.   See  genenlly,  AonONS,  vol  1, 

19.  Snead  v.  Coleman,  7  Grat.  (Va.)  p.  362  et  seq. 

300,  66  Am.  Dee.  112.  2.  Fitshngh  ▼.  Fitzhngta.  11  Grat. 

20.  Hunt  T.  WilkiDBon,  2  Coll  (Va.)  (Va.)  300,  62  Am.  Dee.  663. 

49,  1  Am.  Dee.  634.  3.  Schlieker  v.  Hemenway,  110  Cal. 

1.  Srhlieker     Hemenway,  110  Gal.  679,  42  Pae.  1063,  52  A.  S.  R.  11& 
679,  42  Pao.  1063,  62  A.  S.  R.  Il6;     4.  Gregory  t.  Hooker,  8  N.  C.  394, 
Fttzhngfa  T.  Fitzhugh,  11  Grat  (Va.)  9  Am.  Dee.  646. 
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compelled  either  to  admit  tbe  possession  of  assets  and  deny  the  debt, 
or  else  to  admit  the  debt  and  plead  that  he  had  fully  administered  the 
estate.  Thereafter  he  could  plead  as  to  the  debt  and  also  plene  ad- 
ministravit.'  But  under  this  plea  he  was  not  allowed  to  set  up  hia 
own  devastavit  in  order  to  escape  payment;*  nor  could  he  interpose 
the  plea  as  against  an  award  of  arbitrators  that  he  should  pay.^ 
Failure  to  plead  plene  administravit  constituted  a  confession  of  assets,* 
and  under  the  American  adaptation  of  the  common  law  rule  a  aim* 
ilor  effect  is  given  to  a  failure  to  allege  lack  of  assets.*  Where  such 
a  plea  is  required  its  absence  renders  a  general  judgment  conclu- 
sive evidence  of  asseta  in  a  second  action  of  debt  suggesting  a  devas- 
tavitf  the  only  qualification  being  that  a  matter  arising  subsequently 
to  the  former  action  showing  a  destruction  of  the  assets  or  removid 
of  them  from  the  hand  of  the  representative  without  fault,  may 
be  set  up.*"  So  also,  under  this  rule,  a  judgment  by  default  con- 
stitutes an  admission  of  asset&**  It  has  been  held  that  a  special 
allegation  in  a  bill  that  there  are  no  debts  against  an  estate  which 
prevents  the  recovery  sought,  if  uncontradicted  though  not  admitted 
by  the  answer  of  the  administrator,  will  be  taken  as  such  an  admission 
of  assets  as  supersedes  the  necessity  of  further  proof  on  the  subject;*^ 
but  such  effect  has  been  denied  to  a  mere  statement  in  the  answer 
that  assets  were  received,  as  shown  by  the  defendant's  return  to  the 
probate  court,  with  an  offer  to  produce  the  return  when  so  required.** 
In  some  jurisdictions  the  courts  have  refused  to  follow  the  harsh 
rule  of  the  common  law,  but  have  held  that  where  an  executor  or 
administrator  omits  to  plead  and  allows  judgment  by  default,  he  will 
not  be  thus  held  to  an  admission  of  assets,  so  as  to  make  him  person- 
ally liable,  but  he  will  be  given  an  opportunity  of  showing  the  facts/* 
or  else  the  plea  of  plene  administravit  is  entirely  dispensed  with  and 
rendered  ineffective  by  statutes  to  the  effect  that  a  judgment  against 
the  representative  merely  establishes  a  debt  against  the  estate,  to  be 
jMud  in  the  due  course  of  administration.^*  Under  the  common  law 

6.  Erving  v.  Petere,  3  T.  R.  685,  1  v.  Bentley,  7  Cow.  (N.  T.)  701;  Bren- 
Rev.  Rep.  794,  9  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  330.  ner  v.  Alexander,  16  Ore.  349,  19  Pac. 

6.  Note:  9  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  326.       9,  8  A.  S.  R.  301;  Erving  v.  Pet-  • 

7.  Barry  v.  Rush,  1  T.  R.  691,  1  era,  3  T.  K.  685,  1  Eev.  Rep.  794,  9 
Rev.  Rep.  300,  9  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  328.  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  330. 

8.  Erving  v.  Peters,  3  T.  R.  685,     11.  Hooper  v.  Summersett,  Wightw. 

1  Rev.  Rep.  794,  9  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  330.  16,  12  Rer.  Rep.  708,  12  Eng.  RuL 

9.  Gibson  v.  Robinson,  90  Ga.  756,  Cas.  70. 

16  S.  E.  969,  35  A.  S.  R.  250;  WUkina     Note:  9  Eng.  RuL  Cas.  339. 

V.  Gibson,  113  Ga.  31,  38  S.  E.  374,     12.  Fox  v.  Jones,  1  W.  Vo.  205,  «1 

84  A.  S.  R.  204;  Parker  v.  Stephens^  Am.  Dec.  383. 

2  N.  C.  218,  1  Am.  Dec.  557.  13.  Dugan  v.  Gittings,  3  Gill  (Md.) 

10.  Judy  V.  Kelley,  11  lU.  211,  50  138,  43  Am.  Dec.  306. 

Am.  Dee.  455 ;  Piatt  T.  Robins,  1  Johns.     14.  Lenoir  v.  Winn,  4  Desaus.  (&. 
Cas.  (N.  Y.)  276,  1  Am.  Dec.  110,  C.)  65,  6  Am.  Dec.  597. 
•TemUed  on  another  point  by  Bentley     15.  Judy  t.  Kelley,  U  HI.  211,  60 
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rule,  when  an  action  ia  founded  on  a  promise  made  by  the  testa- 
tor or  intestate  in  his  life  and  th'e  def^dant  is  sued  in  his  represent- 
ative character,  he  may  plead  plene  administravit,  in  which  case  the 
judgment  if  against  him  can  only  be  de  bonis  tostatoris.'*  It  was 
held  in  an  early  case  that  the  burden  of  proof  on  the  issue  thus  raised 
is  on  the  defendant,^^  but  the  contrary  seems  very  generally  to  be 
assumed. 

335.  Ne  TTnqnes  Executor  or  Administrator. — The  special  plea  of 
ne  unques  executor,  or  ne  unques  administrator,  was  a  well-recog- 
nized plea  in  all  of  the  ancient  precedents.'*  It  put  in  issue  the  fast 
of  executorship  or  administratorship,  and  not  how  far  the  defendant 
is  liable  as  such.'*  But  at  the  common  law  the  judgment  was  de 
bonis  propriis  when  the  plea  was  interposed  but  not  sustained.** 
According  to  the  rules  of  pleading  accepted  in  nearly  all  jurisdictions 
to-day,  a  failure  to  file  such  a  plea  or  to  deny  that  the  defendant  is 
executor  or  administrator  as  alleged  amounts  to  an  admission  of  Iiis 
representative  status.' 

336.  Miscellaneous  Pleas. — ^In  addition  to  the  special  pleas  already 
considered,*  the  ordinary  pleas  recognized  by  the  common  law  could 
be  used  in  proceedings  by  and  against  executors  and  administrators. 
It  may  be  noted  that  the  plea  of  the  general  issue  admitted  the  right 
of  the  personal  representative,  when  he  was  plaintiff,  to  sue  in  the 
capacity  in  which  suit  was  brought.  The  question  of  such  capacity 
could  be  raised  only  by  plea  in  abatement.'  The  duty  of  an  executor 
or  administrator  to  plead  the  statute  of  frauds  is  considered  elsewhere 
in  this  article,*  and  it  is  sufficient  to  state  here  that  he  may  be  liable 
for  a  devastavit  if  the  estate  suffers  through  his  failure  to  plead  the 
statute  of  frauds.'  In  like  manner  full  treatment  has  been  accorded 
elsewhere  to  the  subject  of  pleading  the  statute  of  limitations,  both 
when  such  plea  is  interposed  by  the  personal  representatives  invoking 
the  statute  in  behalf  of  the  es^te  and  when  such  plea  may  be  inter- 
posed against  the  representatives  in  suits  by  them.*  It  may  be  stated 
generally,  however,  that  in  a  suit  against  the  estate  the  bar  of  limi- 

Am.  Dee.  456.   See  also  infra,  par.  (S.  C.)  413,  45  Am.  Dee.  775. 

337.  20.  Hooper  v.  Snmmersett,  Wightw. 

16.  Painter  v.  Kaiser.  27  Nev.  421,  16,  12  Rev.  Bep.  708,  12  Eng.  Rul. 
76  Pac.  747,  103  A.  S.  R.  772,  1  Ann.  Caa.  70. 

Cas.  765,  65  L.Rj1.  672;  Oiles    Pratt,  1.  Roberts  v.  White,  32  R.  I.  185, 

1  HiU  L.  (S.  C.)  239,  26  Am.  Dec  170.  78  Atl.  497,  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  793. 

17.  Piatt  V.  Robins,  1  Johns.  Cas.  2.  See  snpra,  par.  334,  335. 

(N.  Y.)  276, 1  Am.  Dec.  110,  overruled  3.  Brown  v.  Nourae,  65  Me.  230,  92 

by  Bentley  v.  Bentley,  7  Cow.  (N.  Y.)  Am.  Dee.  683.  See  general^,  Partiks. 

701.  4.  See  snpra,  par.  217. 

18.  Roberts  v.  White,  32  R.  I.  185,  5.  Haskell  v.  Manson,  200  Mass.  690, 
78  Atl.  497,  Ann.  Caa.  1912D  793.  86  N.  E.  937,  128  A.  S.  R.  462. 

19.  Hubble  T.  Fogartie,  3  Rieh.  L.  6.  See  supra,  par.  243  et  seq.,  SOL 
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tationa  should  be  pleaded  in  order  to  be  available  as  a  defease,' 
unless  there  is  some  statute  positively  forbidding  the  allowance  of  a 
daim  so  haired.' 


Judgmenti 

337.  Judgments  on  Claims  Generally. — ^In  the  ordinary  adminis- 
tration of  estates  under  the  modern  statutes,  creditors  are  not  obliged 
to  put  their  claims  into  judgment  unless  they  are  rejected  by  the 
executor  or  administrator;  •  and  while  in  a  number  of  jurisdietions 
when  a  claim  has  been  rejected  the  claimant  must  within  a  designated 
time  bring  suit  thereon,'**  generally  a  judgment  or  decree  against 
an  executor  or  administrator  on  account  of  a  claim  against  the  estate 
of  his  decedent  operates  only  to  establish  the  claim  as  if  it  had  been 
allowed  by  him,  so  as  to  require  it  to  be  satisfied  in  due  course  of 
administration.**  But  under  the  variant  American  practice  an  exe- 
cution is  sometimes  allowable  where  there  are  assets  in  the  defend- 
ant's hands  applicable  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  judgment**  There 
seems  to  be  no  objection  to  an  executor  or  administrator  confessing 
judgment  in  suits  against  him  in  regard  to  claims."  One  effect  of 
such  a  judgment  is  an  admission  of  assets  to  the  amount  of  the  debt,** 
and  under  the  rule  requiring  a  plea  or  plene  admioistravit,  a  general 
judgment  has  the  same  effect  when  no  such  plea  is  interposed.*^ 
Unless  there  is  fraud  or  collusion  between  an  administrator  and  a 
creditor  of  an  estate  a  judgment  regularly  rendered  in  a  court  of  com- 
petent jurisdiction,  in  favor  of  the  creditor  and  against  the  adminis- 
trator, is  conclusive  on  legatees  and  creditors  of  the  estate  as  to  all 
matters  adjudicated  thereby.**  likewise,  it  is  binding  on  the  heirs  so 

7.  Easton  v.  Somerville,  111  la.  164,  8  A.  S.  R.  SOI;  Ansley  t.  Baker,  14 
82  N.  W.  475,  82  A.  S.  R.  502.  Tex.  607,  65  Am.  Dee.  136;  Rock 

8.  Martin  v.  Martin,  108  Wis.  284,  Springs  First  Nat  Bank  t.  Ludviesen, 
84  N.  W.439,  81  A.  S.  R.  895.  8  Wyo.  230,  56  Pac  094,  67  Pac7934 

9.  De  Coppet  v.  Cone,  199  N.  Y.  56,  80  A.  S.  R.  928;  Farr  v.  Newman,  4 
92  N.  £.  411,  139  A.  S.  R.  844,  20  T.  R.  621,  2  Rer.  Rep.  479,  2  Eng. 
Ann.  Cas.  841.  RnL  Cas.  214. 

10.  Price  T.  MeTver,  25  Tex.  769,  78  12.  Brenner  v.  Alexander,  16  Ore. 
Am.  Dec  558;  Rock  Springs  First  Nat.  349,  19  Pac.  9,  8  A.  S.  R.  301.  See 
Bank  v.  Lndvigsen,  8  Wyo.  230,  66  generally,  Exkcutions,  vol.  10,  par.  17 
Pac.  994,  57  Pae.  934,  80  A.  S.  R.  et  seq. 

928.  13.  Brown  v.  Brown,  56  Conn.  249, 

11.  Meredith  v.  SealUon,  51  Ark.  14  Atl.  718,  7  A.  S.  R.  307. 

361, 11  S.  W.  516,  3  L-RA.  812;  Judy     14.  Griffith  v.  Chew,  8  Serg.  &  B. 
T.  Kelley,  11  111.  211,  50  Am.  Dee.  455;  (Pa.)  17,  11  Am.  Dec.  656. 
Gold  V.  Bailey,  44  III.  491, 92  Am.  Dee.     16.  See  supra,  par.  334. 
190;  Childs  t.  Hyde,  10  la.  294,  77     16.  Morris  t.  Murpbey,  95  Ga.  307, 
Am.  Dec.  113;  McOee  t.  Wallis,  57  22  S.  K.  635, 51  A.  S.  R.  8L  See  gen- 
Hiss.  638,  34  Am.  Rep.  484;  Brramer  eraUy,  JmxiiaDraB. 
T.  Alexander,  16  Ore.  349,  19  Pae.  9, 
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far  as  concerns  the  personalty.*^  At  common  law  a  judgment  apainat 
the  executor  or  administrator  bound  the  estate  under  ndministrntiun, 
namely  the  personalty,  but  did  not  bind  the  heir  at  law  of  the  real 
estate,  because  the  real  estate  constituted  no  part  of  the  assets  under 
administration.  But  under  modern  statutes  in  some  jurisdictions 
this  distinction  between  real  and  personal  property  is  no  longer  recog- 
nized. Instead,  judgments  against  administrators  establishing  debts 
{^;ainst  their  estates  are,  in  the  absence  of  fraud,  equally  conclusive 
upon  the  administrators  and  the  heirs,  as  affecting  both  the  person- 
alty and  the  realty.** 

338.  Conformity  of  Judgment  to  Capacity  of  Defendant — If  the 
declaration  presents  a  claim  to  which  the  defendant  is  liable  in  his 
representative  capacity  only,  as  on  an  obligation  executed  by  the 
testator,  he  must  be  sued  as  executor  and  the  judgment  must  be  de 
bonis  testatoris.'*  He  cannot  be  held  accountable  de  bonis  propriis.** 
Wherefore  the  judgment  should  be  entered  in  such  form  as  to  protect 
heirs,^  and  a  judgment  erroneously  entered  against  the  defendant 
personally  will  be  modified  so  as  to  make  him  liable  in  his  represent* 
ative  capacity  only.^  A  judgment  de  bonis  testatoris  or  intestati 
is  proper  in  all  cases  where  the  executor  is  a  party  and  the  estate  of  the 
decedent  is  liable  for  the  debt.*  Conversely,  a  judgment  against  one 
sued  as  an  individual  does  not  bind  him  as  executor  or  administrator.* 

339.  Personal  Judgment  against  Representative. — When  an  exec- 
utor or  administrator  has  entered  into  a  contract  in  regard  to  the 
estate  which  he  represents  and  in  consequence  an  action  is  brought 
against  him  individually  on  account  of  his  personal  liability  in  ref- 
erence thereto,^  the  general  rule  is  that  a  judgment  may  be  recovered 
against  him  personally.*  Not  only  on  express  contracts  does  an 
action  lie  personally,  but  likewise  on  implied  promises  made  by  un 
administrator  after  the  intestate's  death.  Therefore,  where  money  was 

17.  Gold  T.  Bailey,  44  Dl.  491,  92  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  927. 


18.  See  Descent  and  Distbibution,  4.  Amsterdam  First  Nat.  Bank  t. 
Tol.  9,  p.  98  et  seq.  Shuler,  153  N.  Y.  163,  47  N.  E.  262, 

19.  Painter  v.  Kaiser,  27  Nev.  421,  60  A.  S.  R.  601.  See  also  supra,  par. 
76  Pac.  747,  103  A.  S.  E.  772,  1  Ann.  176,  329. 

Cas.  765,  65  L.R.A.  672.  6.  See  supra,  par.  176,  as  to  per- 

20.  Insley  v.  Shire,  54  Kan.  793,  39  sonal  liability. 

Pac.  713,  45  A.  S.  R.  308;  Luscomb  v.  6.  McEldery  v.  McKenzie,  2  Port. 
Baltard,  6  Gray  (Mass.)  403,  66  Am.  (Ala.)  33,  27  Am.  Dec.  643;  Holder- 


2.  Adams  v.  Re  Qua,  22  Fla.  250,  Co.  v.  Wright,  129  Ky.  21,  110  S.  W, 
1  A.  S.  R.  191;  Clayton  v.  Dinwoody,  361,  17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1122;  Gregory 
33  Utah  251,  93  Pac.  723. 14  Ann.  Cas.  v.  Hooker,  8  K.  C.  394,  9  Am.  Dee. 


Am.  Dec.  190. 


Note:  12  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  59. 


Dee.  374  and  note. 
1.  See  infra,  par.  340. 


baugh  V.  Turpin,  75  Ind.  84,  39  Am. 
Rep.  124;  Daviess  County  Bank,  etc, 


926. 

3.  Bogue  T.  Langhlin,  149  Wis.  271, 
136  N.  W.  606,  Ann.  Cas.  1913G  1367, 


646. 


Note:  62  A.  S.  R.  121. 
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paid  to  an  administrator  by  mistake,  and  be  receipted  as  adminis- 
trator, an  action  to  recover  it  may  be  brougbt  against  him  personally.' 
On  the  same  principle  the  courts  have  held  that  the  beneficiary  of 
a  life  insurance  policy  who  delivers  it  to  the  administrator  for  col- 
lection, may  maintain  an  action  against  him  in  his  individual  capa- 
city to  recover  the  proceeds.'  So  also  his  contracts  in  the  course 
of  his  administration  render  him  liable  de  bonis  propriis,*  even 
though  in  the  pleadings  the  plaintiff  charged  him  with  promising  as 
executor.'*  Actions  may  likewise  be  brought  against  personal  repre* 
sentatives  for  their  torts.  For  example,  it  has  been  held  that  an 
action  lies  against  the  executor  for  the  probate  of  a  will  charging  an- 
other with  illegitimacy.' '  Similarly,  it  has  been  held  that  an  action 
of  trover  may  be  brought  by  the  widow  and  children  of  the  decedent 
against  the  executor  or  administrator  for  selling  articles  of  property 
which  are  exempt  from  execution,  and  which  are  protected  from  an 
administration  sale."  A  judgment  in  personam  may  be  entered 
against  an  uxecutor  or  administrator  for  a  devastavit,'*  but  it  has  been 
held  as  a  matter  of  pleading  that  a  party  alleging  a  joint  devastavit 
against  two  administrators  is  bound  to  prove  such  on  the  trial,  and 
that  a  judgment  against  one  of  them  alone,  with  the  return  of  nulla 
bona  on  the  fi.  fa.  issued  thereon,  furnishes  no  evidence  of  a  devastavit 
by  the  other.'*  A  judgment  agiunst  an  administrator  ascertaining 
and  directing  the  payment  of  a  final  balance  against  him  in  a  suit 
for  an  accounting  and  settlement  of  the  estate,  is  a  judgment  against 
him  personally.'*  But  a  personal  representative  cannot  be  subjected 
to  judgment  in  personam,  on  the  sole  ground  that  the  estate  of  the 
deceased  is  indebted  to  the  plaintiflF.'* 

340.  Form  of  Judgment  to  Bind  Estate  Only. — A  judgment  against 
an  administrator  in  an  action  in  which  he  is  liable  only  in  his  repre- 
sentative capacity  may  be  in  the  usual  form,  with  the  addition  of  some 
such  words  as,  "to  be  levied  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  decedent 
in  his  hands  to  be  administered."'^  The  same  distinction  between 
words  descriptive  of  the  person  and  those  designative  of  capacity, 

7.  Grier  v.  Huston,  8  Sei^.  &  R.  12.  Jackson  v.  Bryan,  3  J.  J.  Maish. 
(Pa.)  402,  11  Am.  Dec.  627.  (Ky.)  308,  20  Am.  Dee.  142. 

8.  Gledhill  v.  McCoombs,  110  Me.  13.  Myers  t.  Mott,  29  CaL  350,  89 
341,  86  Atl.  247,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  Am.  Dec.  49. 

294,  46  L.R.A.(N.S.)  26.  14.  Cameron  v.  Justices  of  Inferior 

9.  Banerle  v.  Long,  187  lU.  475,  68  Court,  1  Qa.  36,  44  Am.  Dec.  636. 
N.  E.  458,  52  L.R.A.  643.  15.  Vemer  v.  Bookman,  53  S.  C. 

10.  Keniston  v.  Little,  30  N.  H.  318,  396,  31  S.  E.  283,  69  A.  S.  R.  870. 
64  Am.  Dec.  297;  Snead  v.  Coleman,     16.  Myers  v.  Mott,  29  CaL  359,  89 
7  Grat.  (Va.)  300,  56  Am.  Dec.  112.  Am.  Dec.  49. 

11.  Harris  v.  Nashville  Trust  Co.,  17.  Guice  v.  Sellera,  43  Uin.  52,  i 
128  Tenn.  573,  162  S.  W.  584,  Ann.  Am.  Rep.  476. 

Cas.  1914C  885,  49  L.R^.(Nit.)  897 
and  note. 
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obtains  here  as  in  connection  with  the  styling  of  partiee.  If  the 
judgment  is  intended  to  bind  the  estate  only  it  should  refer  to  the 
property  of  the  estate  in  the  hands  of  the  representative  and  not 
to  the  property  of  the  representative  by  name,  followed  by  designa- 
tion of  his  capacity.*®  Other  methods  of  entering  a  judgment  against 
a  ^personal  representative  so  as  to  bind  only  the  estate  which  have 
been  recognized  are,  to  make  the  judgment  read  against  him  "as 
administtator"  or  "as  executor*'  of  the  estate  of  the  decedent,*^  or 
to  order  that  the  judgment  be  paid  in  due  course  of  administration 
or  out  of  the  effects  in  the  hands  of  the  executor.^  A  payment  in 
the  due  course  of  administration  means  the  payment  by  the  legal  rep- 
resentative of  the  deceased,  acting  under  the  orders  of  the  probate 
court,  out  of  the  assets  of  the  estate  of  the  deceased,  and  in  the 
manner  and  order  that  other  debts  of  the  same  rank  are  by  the 
probate  act  required  to  be  paid.* 

Coats 

341.  In  Actions  on  Decedent's  Transactions. — As  a  general  rule 
an  executor  or  administrator  is  not  liable  for  costs  where  he  sues 
in  the  right  of  his  testator  or  intestate,'  especially  when  he  has  not 
manifested  any  disposition  to  harass  the  defendant  wilfully  and  with- 
out cause*  If,  however,  he  knowingly  brings  a  wrong  action  or  ia 
guilty  of  negligence  or  improper  conduct,  he  may  be  held  responsible 
for  the  costs,^  and  it  has  been  held  that  in  the  absence  of  express 
provision  to  such  effect  he  will  not  be  exempted  from  the  operation  of 
a  general  statute  allowing  costs  to  the  prevailing  party.* 

342.  Is  Actions  on  Own  Transactions. — Where  the  personal  repre- 
sentative sues  in  his  own  right  on  a  cause  arising  after  the  death  of 
the  testator,  he  is  usually  held  liable  for  costs  in  case  he  fails  in  hia 

18.  HcEav  T.  Paris  Exeh.  Bank,  75  (Ky.)  3,  33  Am.  Dee.  473;  Rittenhonae 
Tex.  181,  12  S.  W.  629,  16  A.  S.  B.  v.  AmmermaD,  64  Mo.  107,  27  Am. 
884.  Rep.  215;  Potts  v.  Smith,  3  Rawle 

19.  Adams  v.  Re  Qua,  22  Fla.  250,  (Pa.)  361,  24  Am.  Dee.  359;  Lyneh 
1  A.  S.  R.  191.  V.  Webster,  17  R.  I.  613,  23  AtL  27, 

20.  Moore  v.  Russell,  133  Cal.  297,  14  L.R.A.  696  and  note;  Frink  ▼. 
65  Pac  62^  85  A.  S.  R.  166;  Qold  v.  Luyten,  2  Bay  (S.  C.)  166, 1  Am.  Des. 
Bailey,  44  111.  491,  92  Am.  Dee.  190;  638.  See  Costs,  vol.  7,  p.  780^  as  to 
SmiUi  V.  Hanson,  34  Utah  171,  96  Pae.  the  principles  controlling  costs  in  gen- 
1087,  18  L.RA.(N.S.)  520;  Fisher  v.  eral. 

Hopkins,  4  Wyo.  379,  34  Pac.  899,  62  4.  Frogg  v.  Long,  3  Dana  (Ky.) 
A.  S.  R.  38.  157,  28  Am.  Dee.  69. 

1.  Erving  v.  Peters,  3  T.  R.  685,  1  6.  Christian  v.  Atlantic,  ete.,  R.  Co., 
Rev.  Rep.  794,  9  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  330.  136  N.  C.  321,  48  S.  E.  743,  1  Ann. 

2.  Myers  v.  Mott,  29  Cal.  359,  89  C!as.  803,  68  L.R.A.  41& 

Am.  Dee.  49.  6.  Lyneh  v.  Webeter,  17  R.  L  6131, 

3.  Turnham   t.   Shonse,  8  Daoa  23  Atl.  27, 14  L.R.A.  696. 
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action  or  suffers  a  nonsuit.^  This  is  trufi  even  though  the  fruits  of 
the  action  would  be  assets.^  And  the  same  rule  obtains  where  the 
suit  is  brought  in  his  r^resentative  capacity  on  a  cause  of  action 
arising  after  the  death  of  the  decedent  for  which  suit  either  should 
or  might  have  been  brought  in  his  own  individual  right  or  char- 
acter.* The  reason  assigned  for  the  representative's  liability-  is  that, 
being  a  party  to  the  transaction,  he  is  presumed  to  know  all  about 
it,  and  to  act  upon  his  own  responsibility,  and  therefoi^  ought  not 
to  be  permitted  to  saddle  the  estate  with  the  costs  in  case  of  fail- 
ure; whereas  when  the  suit  is  on  a  cause  of  action  arising  in  the 
lifetime  of  the  decedent,  not  being  privy  to  the  original  trans- 
action, he  cannot  be  presumed  to  know  exactly  what  the  case  may 
turn  out  to  be  upon  investigation,  and  therefore  ought  not  to 
required  to  pay  the  costs  himself.**^  But  it  seems  that  iu  some 
jurisdictions,  upon  a  proper  showing  to  the  probate  court  having  the 
estate  in  charge,  an  executor  or  wiministrator  may  after  all  be  allowed 
his  costs  out  of  the  estate  even  where  the  suit  was  on  a  transaction 
arising  after  the  death  of  the  decedent.^^  Executors  are  entitled  to 
their  costs  where  they  have  merely  sought  for  their  security  to  have 
the  construction  of  the  will  settled.'* 

343.  Liability  of  Representative  as  Defendant — ^Where  an  exec- 
utor or  administrator  is  sued  and  judgment  is  entered  f^ainst  him, 
the  plaintiff  is  generally  entitled  to  costs,"  payable,  however,  solely 
out  of  the  estate,  in  the  absence  of  any  misconduct  or  bad  faith  in 
defending  the  action,  though  the  defense  proves  unavailing."  On  a 
default  judgment  the  representative  may  be  held  personally  liable 
for  costs,''  and  an  executor  will  not  be  allowed  his  costs  in  an  action 
for  refusing  to  come  to  an  account  and  to  deliver  over  the  property, 
where  his  reasons  for  refusing  are  entirely  untenable.'*  But  even 
the  partial  success  of  the  defense  interposed  by  the  personal  repre- 
sentative  may  relieve  him  of  personal  responsibility  for  costs.  Thus, 

7.  Sanders  v.  Blain,  6  J.  J.  Marsh.  10.  Lynch  v.  Webster,  17  B.  I.  513, 
(Ky.)  446,  22  Am.  Dec.  86;  Kitten-  23  Atl.  27,  14  L.R.A.  696  and  note, 
house  V.  Ammerman,  64  Mo.  197,  27  11.  Rittenhouse  v.  Ammeiman,  64 
Am.  Rep.  215;  Christian  v.  Atlantic,  Mo.  197,  27  Am.  Rep.  215. 

ete.,  R.  Co.,  136  N.  C.  321,  48  S.  E.     12.  Craft  v.  Snook,  13  N.  J.  Eq.  121, 
743,  1  Ann.  Cas.  803,  68  L.R.A.  418;  78  Am.  Dec.  94. 
Potts  V.  Smith,  3  Rawie  (Pa.)  361,  24     13.  Frink  v.  Luyten,  2  Bay  (S.  C.) 
Am.  Dec.  359;  Lynch  v.  Webster,  17  166,  1  Am.  Dec.  638. 

B.  L  513,  23  Atl.  27,  14  L.R.A.  696  14.  Opitz  v.  Karel,  118  Wis.  527,  96 
and  note;  Frink  v.  Luvten,  2  Bay  (S.  N.  W.  948,  09  A.  S.  R.  1004,  62  LJl^ 

C.  )  166, 1  Am.  Dee.  638.  982. 

8.  Potts  T.  Smith,  3  Rawle  (Pa.)  15.  Giles  v.  Pratt,  1  Hill  L.  (S.  a) 
361,  24  Am.  Dec.  359.  239,  26  Am.  Dec.  170. 

9.  Tnmham  v.  Shouse,  8  Dana  16.  Felham  v.  Taylor,  64  N.  C  121, 
(Ky.)  3,  33  Am.  Dec.  473;  Lynch  v.  59  Am.  Dec.  604. 

Webster,  17  R:  I.  613,  23  AO.  27,  14 
LJt.A.  696. 
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it  has  been  held  that  an  executor  would  not  be  compelled  to  pay 
costs  of  litigating  a  demand  of  a  devisee  for  interest  on  trust  funds, 
where  the  demand  included  more  than  the  devisee  was  entitled  to 
receive.*'  Where  the  representative  defendant  fails  to  plead  "no 
assets/'  it  seems  that  a  judgment  for  costs  against  him  should  be 
de  bonis  propriis,*'  or  at  least  alternatively  such,  conditioned  on  the 
absence  of  assets  subject  to  such  payment.  On  tl^e  other  hand,  it 
seems  that  at  the  common  law  he  was  not  liable  for  costs  but  was 
entitled  to  a  judgment  therefor  against  the  plaintiff,  where  he  suc- 
cessfully inteiposed  the  plea  of  plene  administravit'* 

344.  Right  to  Sue  or  Defend  In  Forma  Pauperis. — According  to 
some  of  the  earlier  decisions  in  England  and  the  United  States,  exec- 
utors and  administrators  could  not  sue  or  defend  in  forma  pauperis. 
An  exception  to  this  rule  was  first  made  in  the  case  of  persons  sus- 
taining the  combined  relation  of  personal  representatives  and  bene- 
ficiaries. In  later  decisions,  however,  the  right  of  personal  repre- 
sentatives to  sue  or  defend  in  this  form  has  been  more  generally 
recognized.  Under  the  federal  statute  they  may  thus  sue  or  defend  in 
the  federal  courts,  and  are  accorded  the  same  right  on  appeal  or 
error.^  So,  under  statutes  in  various  states  they  may  sue  in  this 
manner  on  compliance  with  the  requirements  imposed  in  such  con- 
nection. It  has  been  decided  that  in  order  to  enable  an  adminis- 
trator or  executor  to  bring  an  action  in  forma  pauperis  for  the 
negligent  killing  of  the  decedent,  he  need  not  show  personal  inabil- 
ity to  give  the  required  bond  or  make  the  necessary  deposit,  but  that 
it  is  sufficient  if  he  shows  such  inability  on  behalf  of  the  estate  and 
those  for  whose  benefit  the  suit  is  really  brought* 

X.  Administbatiok  Bonds 
Form  and  Necessity  of  Bonds 

345.  Necessity  of  Bonds. — An  administration  bond  could  not  be 
required  of  an  executor  by  the  ecclesiastical  courts  in  England  where 
the  testator  did  not  direct  that  a  bond  should  be  given.'  In  accord- 
ance with  the  practice  of  these  courts  it  became  the  established  rule 
of  the  common  law  that  ordinarily  no  bond  would  be  required  of 
an  executor  on  the  granting  of  letters  testamentary.*    Even  if  a 

17.  Dunscomb  v.  Dunscomb,  1  Johns.  Cas.  803  and  note,  68  L.R.A.  418  and 
Ch.  (N.  Y.)  508,  7  Am.  Dec.  504.  note. 

18.  Parker  v.  Stephens,  2  N.  C.  218,      2.  Note :  51  Am.  Dec.  519. 

1  Am.  Dec.  557.  3.  Cutrer  v.  Tennessee,  98  Miss.  841, 

19.  Giles  V.  Pratt,  1  HUl  L.  (S.  C.)  64  So.  434,  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  344,  35 
239,  26  Am.  Dec.  170.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  333;  Municipal  Court  v. 

20.  Note:  1  Ann.  Cas.  805.  Whaley,  25  R.  X.  289,  66  AtL  760, 105 
1.  Christian  v.  Atlantic  &  N.  C.  R.  A.  S.  R.  890,  63  Ii.R.A.  236. 

Co.,  136  N.  C.  321, 48  S.  £.  743, 1  Ann. 

298 


Digitized  by  Google 


U  B.  C.  L.       EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTRATOBS 


f  346 


person  who  is  appointed  executor  is  given  a  life  estate  by  the  will, 
he  is  entitled  to  the  possession  of  the  property  without  giving  a  bond 
to  the  remainderman  or  anyone  else  to  account  for'  it.*  The  exemp- 
tion of  executors  from  the  duty  of  filing  a  bond  has  been  abolished  by 
statute  in  many  states,  and  bonds  are  required  to  be  given  by  execu- 
tors* except  when  the  will  expressly  provides  that  no  bond  shall  be 
given In  regard  to  administrators,  it  seems  that  at  first  the  spiritual 
courts  in  England  were  accustomed  to  require  that  bonds  should  be 
filed  by  them,  but  that  as  often  as  they  did  so  they  were  prohibited 
by  the  temporal  courts.'  By  statute,  however,  in  England,  first  enacted 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII,  and  since  continued  by  successive  enact- 
ments, administrators  are  required  to  give  bonds;*  and  similar  stat- 
utes exist  id^  tliis  country.*  The  requirement  as  to  a  bond  has  the 
effect  of  preventing  the  granting  of  letters  of  administration  wh'en 
the  applicant  is  unable  or  refuses  to  file  the  requisite  bond.^^ 

346.  Conditions  of  Administration  Bonds. — In  order  to  determine 
the  extent  of  the  liability  of  a  surety  on  an  administration  bond  it 
is  fundamental  that  recourse  be  had  to  the  form  and  phraseology  of 
the  bond.  Such  bonds  usually  enumerate  certain  duties  of  the  executor 
or  administrator,  among  which  are  the  filing  of  an  inventory  accord- 
ing to  law,  the  making  of  a  true  account  of  his  administration,  and 
the  delivery  and  payment  over  to  the  persons  entitled  thereto  of 
the  residue  of  the  estate.^'  When  the  condition  of  a  bond  is  that 
the  executor  or  administrator  shall  "perforin  the  duties  required 
of  him  by  law,"  the  obligation  extends  to  all  duties  in  reference 
to  the  due  administration  of  the  estate,  including  the  payment  of 
debts,  and  the  distribution  of  the  remainder  among  those  entitled 
to  receive  it.'*  In  the  case  of  a  testate  estate  the  obligation  to  admin- 
ister the  estate  "according  to  law"  means  to  administer  it  accord- 
ing to  the  will  of  the  deceased,  since  the  law  itself  requires  it  to 
be  so  administered  after  the  will  has  been  duly  proved.^'  A  pro- 

4.  Langley  t.  Fannington,  66  N.  H.  R.  399;  Tidball  v.  Tonng,  58  Neb.  261, 

431,  27  Atl.  224,  49  A.  §.  R.  624.  78  N.  W.  607,  76  A.  S.  R.  98;  In  r« 

6.  Weir  v.  Mead,  101  Cal.  125,  33  Front,  128  N.  T.  70,  27  N.  £.  948. 

Pac.  567,  40  A.  S.  R.  46;  Judge  of  13  L.R.A.  104. 

Probate  v.  Claggett,  36  N.  H.  381,  72  Note:  13  L.R.A.  104. 

Am.  Dee.  314.  10.  In  Qonds  of  Goldsborongb,  1 

6.  San  Pedro,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Bailey,  Sw.  &  Tr.  295  ;  2  Eng.  Rnl.  Cas.  95. 
31  Nev.  377,  103  Pac.  232,  Ann.  Cas.  11.  Judge  of  Probate  v.  Sulloway, 
1912A  743.  68  N.  H.  511,  44  Atl.  720,  73  A.  S. 

7.  Hudson  v.  Hudson,  Cas.  t.  Talb.  R.  619,  49  L.R.A.  347;  Ordinary  t. 
p.  127,  2  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  134.  Connolly,  75  N.  J.  Eq.  621,  72  Atl. 

8.  Attorney-General  v.  Kohler,  9  H.  363,  138  A.  S.  R.  677. 

L.  Cas.  654,  2  Eng.  Rnl.  Cas.  186.        12.  Williams  t.  State,  68  Uiss.  680, 

9.  Dnwes  v.  Boylatoii,  9  Mass.  337,  10  So.  52.  24  A.  S.  R.  297. 

6  Am.  Dee.  72;  Sanders  v.  Dodge,  140  13.  Judge  of  Probate  v.  Claggett,  36 
Hich.  236,  103  N.  W.  597,  112  A.  S.  N.  H.  381,  72  Am.  Dec.  314. 
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vision  for  surrendering  letters  of  administration  in  the  event  of  a 
will  being  thereafter  found  and  proved  is  sometimes  inserted  in 
administration  bonds.'*  The  sureties  on  an  administration  bond 
also  as  a  rule  undertake  that  the  principal,  among  other  things,  shall 
obey  all  orders  of  the  surrogate  or  probate  court  touching  the  estate.*' 
But  the  sureties  are  not  bound  by  an  order  which  the  surrogate  had 
no  jurisdiction  to  make;  yet  so  long  as  his  jurisdiction  continues  the 
.  liability  of  the  sureties  remains.**  As  a  general  rule,  the  liability  of 
a  surety  is  not  to  be  extended  beyond  the  terms  of  his  contract  of 
suretyship.  Where  the  contract  provides  that  he  shall  be  liable  for 
the  just  and  faithful  administration  of  the  estate  belonging  to  the 
testator,  the  courts  will  not  by  implication  extend  his  obligation  so 
as  to  cover  the  distribution  or  administration  of  property  which  does 
not  belong  to  the  estate,  and  he  will  not  be  bound  to  make  good  the 
errors  of  courts  or  parties  by  which  the  property  of  third  persons  is 
decreed  to  be  subject  to  the  course  of  administration." 

347.  Amount  of  Bond. — The  general  rule  enforced  in  most  juris- 
dictions require  that  an  administrator  should  give  security  in  double 
the  value  of  the  personal  estate  of  the  intestate  before  assuming  Hie 
administration."  The  actual  location  of  the  personal  estate,  or  of 
the  securities  by  which  it  is  represented,  is  not  material  in  determining 
the  amount  of  the  bond  in  a  case  of  purely  domestic  administration,^ 
for  the  rule  that  personal  property  is  deemed  to  follow  the  person 
of  the  owner  fixes  the  legal  possession  in  the  intestate  at  his  place 
of  residence — wherever,  in  fact,  the  property  may  be.  In  the  case 
of  ancillary  administration,  the  fixing  of  the  amount  of  the  bond  in 
some  states  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  surrogate  or  probate  court, 
so  that  a  smaller  bond  may  be  required  when  the  circumstances  war- 
rant it,  such  smaller  bond  being  a  sum  twice  the  amount  which  appears 
to  be  due  from  the  decedent  to  residents  of  the  state  of  the  ancillary- 
administration.*'  Where  a  surety  executes  the  bond  in  blank,  and 
intrusts  it  to  his  principal  to  be  filled  in  and  delivered,  the  surety  is 
bound  by  the  instrument  as  delivered  to  the  obligee,  although  the 
principal  before  delivery  has  inserted  a  larger  penal  sum  than  that 
agreed  on  between  him  and  the  surety,  provided  that  the  obligee  had 
no  notice,  from  the  face  of  the  bond  or  otherwise,  of  the  imauthorized 

14.  Judge  of  Probate  v.  Claggett,  36  476,  77  Am.  Dee.  651. 

N.  H.  381,  72  Am.  Dee.  314;  Zeigler  18.  Banmgartner  v.  MeKinnon,  137 

T.  Storey,  220  Pa.  St.  471,  69  Atl.  894,  Oa.  165,  73  S.  £.  518, 38  L.R.A.{N.S.) 

17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  878.  824;  Re  Pront,  128  N.  Y.  70,  27  N. 

15.  Note:  9  Ann.  Cas.  155.  E.  948,  13  LJljL  104;  Ex  part* 

16.  Deobold  v.  Oppermann,  111  N.  Evelyn,  2  MyL  &  E.  3;  2  Eng.  BoL 
T.  531.  19  N.  E.  94,  7  A.  S.  R.  760,  Cas.  119. 

2  L.R.A.  644.  19.  In  n  Pront,  128  N.  Y.  70^  S7 

17.  Lipscomb  v.  PosteU,  38  Hibb.  N.  E.  948, 13  L.RJL  104. 
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«ct  of  the  principal.^  In  the  event  of  a  breach  of  an  administration 
t)ond  the  sureties  may  be  held  liable  to  the  full  unount  of  the  bond  * 

for  all  damages  sustained  by  occasion  of  such  breach.*  The  sureties 
o^  an  administrator  are  required  to  bear  any  injurious  consequences 
arising  from  loss  to  the  estate,  and  have  no  right  to  any  favor  or 
immunity  that  would  not  be  accorded  to  him*  It  has  been  held 
that  if  an  executor  is  chargeable  with  funds  in  his  hands  for  which 
he  has  negligently  failed  to  account,  to  an  amount  in  excess  of  the 
penal  sum  named  in  his  bond,  he  and  his  sureties  are  liable  for 
such  sum  with  interest  from  the  date  of  the  issue  of  execution  on 
the  judgment  rendered  for  the  recovery  of  the  sum  named.'  In 
some  states  additional  special  bonds  are  required  to  be  given  by 
executors  and  administrators  in  regard  to  certain  matters  such  as 
sales.  Questions  may  then  arise  as  to  whether  the  special  bond  is  a 
merely  cumulative  remedy.  The  general  rule  appears  to  be  that 
where  the  act  for  the  performance  of  which  a  specific  bond  is  required 
is  within  the  express  terms  of  the  statute  enumerating  the  general 
duties  of  the  executor  or  administrator,  the  special  bond  may  be 
considered  an  additional  or  cumulative  security,  and  the  ^neral 
bond  may  be  held  liable  for  a  default  in  the  performance  of  the  duty. 
But  where  the  act  whose  performance  is  required  to  be  secured  by  a 
special  bond  is  not  one  of  ^he  general  duties  within  the  express  or 
implied  terms  of  the  statute  prescribing  the  form  of  the  general  bond, 
but  is  rather  an  added  and  special  duty  for  which  special  security  is 
required,  then  the  general  bond  is  not  liable.* 

348.  Joint  and  Several  Bonds. — Where  there  are  several  sureties 
on  the  bond  of  an  executor  or  administrator,  all  of  them  are  equally 
liable  to  the  distributees  of  an  estate,  whatever  theur  rights  may  be 
inter  se.^  Under  the  rules  of  the  common  law  where  a  joint  bond  is 
given  all  the  sureties  must  be  sued  jointly,  but  on  a  joint  and  several 
bond  a  creditor  may  sue  all  jointly  or  one  separately  for  the  whole 
amount.*  Where  cosuretira  execute  a  single  joint  and  several  admin- 
istration bond,  the  legal  effect  is  that  they  are  sureties  severally  of 
the  executor  or  of  each  executor,  if  there  are  more  than  one.'  By 
statute  in  some  states  if  an  executor  or  administrator  gives  more 

1.  Wbite  V.  Dnggan,  140  Uass.  1&  Mass.  210,  68  N.  E.  205, 100  A.  S.  B. 
2  N.  E.  110, 54  Am.  Rep.  437  and  note.  652. 

As  to  implied  authority  to  fill  blanks  6.  Note:  43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  308. 

generally,  see  Axosratiok  or  iHSrsn-  7.  Glenn  v.  Wallace,  4  Strob.  Eq. 

SCENTS,  vol.  1,  p.  1012  et  seq.  (S.  C.)  140,  63  Am.  Dee.  657. 

2.  Note:  65  LJt.A.  392.  8.  Ifonieipal  Court      Whaley,  25 

3.  Ordinary  t.  ConnoUy,  76  N.  J.  R.  I.  289,  55  Atl.  750,  105  A.  S.  R. 
Eq.  521,  72  AtL  363,  138  A.  8.  R.  890,  68  L.R.A.  235.  See  generally, 
677.  Parties. 

4.  Ordinary  r.  Connolly,  76  N.  J.  9.  Sfnnieipal  Court  v.  Wlwley,  26 
Eq.  621,  72  Ati.  363, 138  A.  S.  R.  677.  R.  I.  289,  K  AtL  760,  106  A.  S.  R. 

5.  Baasett  t.  Fidelity,  etc,  Co.,  184  890,  63  LJt.A.  236. 
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than  one  administration  bond,  he  may  be  sued  in  a  single  action  on 
all  or  any  one  or  more  of  the  bonds.'*  Where  there  are  two  sets  of 
sureties  of  an  executor  or  administrator  on  bonds  given  at  different 
times,  both  sets  are  answerable  for  breaches  committed  prior  to  the 
execution  of  the  second  bond.**  Sureties  on  the  bond  of  one  joint 
executor,  taken  long  after  administration  granted,  for  the  faithful 
performance  of  his  duties,  have  been  held  to  be  on  the  same  footing 
as  sureties  on  the  original  administration  bonds.^' 

349.  Irregularities  as  to  Bonds. — Many  irregularities  may  appear 
in  reference  to  the  execution  of  administrntion  bonds  without  nullify- 
ing  the  bond  or  releasing  the  sureties.  Wliere,  by  mistake,  the  name 
of  the  deceased  was  inserted  instead  of  that  of  the  administrator, 
this  will  not  vitiate  the  bond,  when  the  mistake  is  apparent  from 
the  face  of  the  instrument  itself,  without  resorting  to  extrinsic  circum- 
stances.'*  The  omission  in  the  penal  part  of  a  bond  of  the  name  of 
one  of  those  signing  it  will  not  prevent  tlie  bond  from  being  enforced 
against  all  of  the  signers  including  the  one  whose  name  was  thus 
omitted."  When  the  wrong  form  of  bond  is  used,  such  as  that  appix)- 
priate  in  cases  of  intestacy,  whew  in  fact  the  bond  was  given  to  secure 
the  performance  of  duties  by  an  administrator  cum  testamento  annexo, 
the  error  is  not  material  and  such  administrator  c.  t.  a.  and  his 
sureties  may  be  held  liable  thereon.'*  A  recital  in  a  bond  that  the 
decedent  died  intestate  when  in  fact  he  left  a  will,  has  been  held  to  be 
an  immaterial  irregularity,  since  the  recital  may  be  treated  as  mere 
descriptio  personae.'*  But  not  every  irregularity  may  be  passed  over 
leniently.  An  instrument  purporting  to  be  an  administrator's  bond, 
which  is  signed  by  the  principal  and  sureties  and  approved  and  filed 
by  the  probate  court,  but  which  names  no  person  or  ofBcer  as  obligee, 
has  been  held  not  to  be  effectual  as  either  a  statutory  or  a  common 
law  bond.  Being  merely  a  promise  in  writing  made  to  no  one,  it  is 
void." 

350.  Defects  in  Execution  and  Signing. — The  authorities  are  not 
harmonious  as  to  the  effect  which  should  be  given  to  irregularities  of 
execution,  such  as  the  omission  of  the  signature  of  the  principal  or  of 
one  of  several  cosureties.  Some  courts  have  held  that  the  sureties 
on  a  joint  and  several  bond  are  liable  thereon,  although  it  was  signed 
by  them  on  condition  that  it  should  be  signed  by  the  administrator 

10.  State  V.  Parsons,  147  Ind.  579,  14.  Luster  v.  Middlecoflf,  8  Qrat. 
47  N.  E.  17,  62  A.  S.  R.  430.  (Va.)  54,  56  Am.  Dec.  129, 

11.  Dugger  V.  Wright,  51  Ark.  232,  15.  Shalter's  Appeal,  43  Pa.  St.  83, 
U  S.  W.  213,  14  A.  S.  R.  48.  82  Am.  Dec.  552. 

12.  Com.  V.  Stub,  11  Pa.  St.  150,  16.  Judge  of  Probate  v.  Claggett,  36 
51  Am.  Dec.  615  and  note.  N.  H.  381,  72  Am.  Dec.  314. 

13.  Moore  v.  Chapman,  2  Stew.  17.  Tidball  v.  Young,  58  Neb.  261, 
(Ala.)  466,  20  Am.  Dee.  66.  78  N.  W.  507, 76  A.  S.  R.  98. 
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before  delivery,  and  such  condition  was  not  complied  with.^'  It 
seems  that  the  sureties  on  an  executor's  bond  will  not  be  discharged 
from  liability  even  by  the  fraud  of  the  executor  in  procuring  their 
signatures,  when  the  beneficiaries  of  the  estate  in  whose  interest  the 
liability  ia  sought  to  be  enforced  are  themselves  innocent  of  the 
fraud.!*  other  courts  have  decided  that  when  an  administrator's 
bond  purporting  to  be  the  joint  obligation  of  the  principal  and  the 
sureties  and  the  several  obligation  of  the  latter,  is  not  signed  by  the 
principal,  the  bond  is  void  as  to  the  sureties,  even  if  letters  of  adminis- 
tration are  issued  in  reliance  on  the  bond  under  which  the  administra- 
tor receives  and  misappropriates  the  estate  of  the  decedent**  Aa  to 
the  validity  and  effect  of  bonds  having  fewer  than  the  required  num- 
ber of  sureties,  the  decisions  appear  to  be  in  direct  conflict.  In  some 
jurisdictions  the  view  has  been  taken  that  bonds  having  this  defect 
are  not  void,  but,  at  most,  are  only  voidable.^  The  principle  which 
has  been  recognized  as  applicable  to  such  cases  is  that  the  failure  to 
procure  the  full  number  of  sureties  will  not  discharge  the  one  who 
has  contacted  as  surety,  unless  he  has  been  induced  to  sign  by  an 
understanding  with  the  administrator  that  a  cosurety  would  be  ob- 
tained.' In  other  jurisdictions  an  administrator's  bond  will  be  void 
if  it  is  not  executed  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  statute  regulat- 
ing the  subject'  In  some  cases  the  courts  have  held  that  the  failure 
of  any  of  the  obligors  who  are  named  in  the  bond,  to  sign  it, 
authorizes  the  others  to  retract,  but  that  they  must  do  so  seasonably 
before  the  contract  takes  efifect* 

Condittona  and  Extent  of  Liability  on  AdmirtMhation  Bonds 

351.  Liability  on  Bonds  in  General. — ^Administration  bonds  are 
given  to  secure  the  creditors  and  next  of  kin  of  the  deceased  from  loss 
tiirough  the  default  or  fraud  of  the  personal  representative,  and  they 
constitute  a  means  of  indemnity  to  the  estate.*  The  liability  of  the 
sureties  is  coextensive  with  that  of  the  principal,  and  a  decree  of  the 
probate  court  which  binds  the  principal  is  binding  on  the  sureties,*  in 
the  absence  of  fraud  or  collusion.'  The  converse  of  this  rule  is  also 
true,  so  that  when  a  judgment  in  a  suit  against  an  executor  or  admin- 
istrator is  rendered  in  his  favor  it  is  res  judicata  in  a  second  suit  against 

18.  Eenck  v.  Parchen,  22  Mont.  519,  3.  Note:  9  Ann.  Cas.  710. 
57  Pac.  94,  74  A.  S.  R.  625.  4.  Note:  45  L.R.A.  340. 

19.  United  Brefbren  v.  Akin,  45  Ore.  5.  Ordinary  v.  Connolly,  75  N.  J.  Eq. 
247,  77  Pac.  748,  2  Ann.  Cas.  353,  521,  72  All.  363,  138  A.  S.  R.  577. 

66  L.R.A.  654.  6.  Judge  of  Probate  v.  Sulloway,  68 

20.  Weir  v.  Mead,  101  Cal.  125,  35  N.  H.  511,  44  AtL  720, 73  A.  S.  R.  619, 
Pac.  567,  40  A.  S.  R.  46  and  note.        49  L.R.A.  347. 

1.  Note:  9  Ann.  Cas.  710.  7.  United  Brethren  v.  Akin,  45  Ore, 

2.  Reynolds  v.  Dechaoms,  24  Tex.  247,  77  Pac.  748,  2  Ann.  Caa.  353,  66 
174,  76  Am.  Dee.  101.  L.R.A.  664. 
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the  sureties,  and  the  latter  will  be  protected  by  it  although  they  were 
not  parties  to  the  Brst  action.'  In  regard  to  the  liability  of  a  surety 
for  the  fraud  of  his  principal,  the  rule  has  been  laid  down  that  ao 
long  as  the  surety  keeps  aloof  from  the  conduct  of  ihe  trust  whose 
faithful  administration  he  has  guaranteed,  and  seeks  no  personal 
profit  from  it  to  himself,  he  may  stand  on  the  letter  of  bis  bond  and 
escape  liability  except  in  damages  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  bond. 
But  the  moment  be  abandons  such  an  attitude  and  begins  so  to  deal 
as  to  participate  in  the  fraud,  he  may  be  held  to  a  knowledge  of  all 
facts  vitiating  the  transaction  of  which  his  principal  is  aware,  and 
may  be  stripped  of  all  the  fruits  of  any  fraud  perpetrated  by  his 
principal,  precisely  the  same  as  the  principal  himsdf.*  The  general 
rule  is  as  in  other  cases  of  suretyship,  that  the  sureties  on  adminis- 
tration bonds  are  liable  only  for  the  official  acta  and  defaults  of  the 
principal.*"  Thus  a  surety  is  not  liable  for  the  administrator's  obliga- 
tion to  pay  money  illegally  borrowed  after  the  death  of  the  decedent, 
or  for  money  tortiously  obtained  by  the  administrator,  although  the 
money  so  procured  was  used  for  the  benefit  of  the  estate.'*  Some 
courts  have  even  held  that  the  surety  on  the  bond  of  a  personal 
representative  is  not  liable  thereon  for  obligations  contracted  by  him 
after  the  death  of  the  decedent,  although  in  the  interest  and  for  the 
benefit  of  the  estate.**  After  property  has  been  taken  out  of  the  hands 
of  a  personal  representative  by  a  valid  decree  of  court,  and  placed  in 
the  custody  of  another  official  as  for  the  purpose  of  sale,  the  sureties 
on  the  administration  bond  are  no  longer  liable  in  respect  to  such 
property,  for  the  personal  representative  no  longer  has  official  duties 
to  perform  in  reference  thereto."  If  for  any  reason  the  probate 
procee<Iiiig»  are  void  so  that  the  principal  cannot  be  said  to  have 
acted  within  the  limits  of  official  duties,  the  sureties  are  released. 
Thus  an  action  cannot  be  maintained  on  an  administrator's  bond 
where  it  was  shown  that  the  supposed  decedent  was  in  fact  alive  when 
administration  was  granted  on  his  estate.** 

352.  Term  and  Duration  of  Liability. — Sureties  on  an  administra- 
tion bond  are  as  a  rule  liable  in  reference  to  the  estate  only  for  assets 
coming  into  the  hands  of  the  personal  representative  and  for  matters 
transpiring  during  the  term  covered  by  the  bond  on  which  they  are 
sureties.*^  Hence  they  are  not  liable  for  faults  committed  and  funds 

8.  State  V.  Coste,  36  Mo.  437,  88  22  L.R.A.(N,S.)  1094. 

Am.  Dec.  148.  13.  Andrews  v.  Avory,  14  Grat. 

9.  Pincke  v.  Bundrick,  72  Kan.  182,  (Va.)  229,  73  Am.  Dec.  a55. 

83  Pac.403,4L.R.A.(N.S.)  820.  14.  Springer  v.  Shavender,  116  N. 

10.  Note:  51  Am.  Dec.  519.  0. 12.  21  R.  E.  397,  47  A.  S.  R.  791,  33 

11.  Newton  County  Bank  v.  Amen-  L.R.A.  772.  As  to  Uie  effect  of  grant- 
can  Bonding  Co.  141  Ga.  326,  80  S.  ing  admioistration  of  a  person  mis- 
E.  1003.  50  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1089.  takenlv  supposed  to  be  dead,  see  snpn, 

12.  Thompson  v.  Mann,  65  W.  Va.  par.  87  et  seq. 

648,  64  S.  E.  920,  131  A.  S.  R.  987,     16.  Wapello  County  v.  Bi^am,  10 
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received  before  the  execution  of  the  bond.**  A  presumption  exists, 
however,  that  assets  of  a  decedent  were  held  by  one  until  his  appoint- 
ment as  administrator,  where  he  received  them  under  an  agreement 
to  take  out  letters  of  administration;  and  therefore,  in  tho  absence 
of  evidence  to  the  contrary,  the  liability  of  his  sureties  will  be  con- 
sidered to  have  attached."  The  term  of  a  bond  does  not  usually 
expire  until  the  administration  has  been  closed  and  terminated  in 
the  manner  directed  by  law.'*  The  bond  usually  contemplates  that 
the  sureti<s  shall  remain  as  sureties  as  long  as  the  surrogate  or  probate 
court  retains  jurisdiction  of  the  proceedings  in  administration  of  the 
estate.'®  Accordingly  the  rule  is  generally  accepted  that  the  liability 
is  not  terminated  by  the  death  of  the  executor  or  administrator,  but 
extends  for  the  entire  term  of  the  administration.*"  Even  when  :i 
surety  surrenders  counter  indemnity  to  the  personal  repref-cntative 
after  examining  the  record  showing  the  discharge  of  such  personal 
representative,  the  liability  as  surety  will  continue  in  the  event  that 
such  decree  of  discharge  is  subsequently  vacated.'  In  like  manner 
the  liability  on  an  adminiati-ation  bond  does  not  terminate  with  tho 
death  of  the  surety,  but  the  estate  of  a  deceased  surety  continues  liable 
for  any  misapplication  of  funds,  by  the  officer,  occurring  after  the 
surety's  death.*  The  liability  of  a  surety  will  usually  be  terminated 
by  the  bona  fide  transfer  of  assets  by  the  executor  or  administrator 
.  to  another  in  accordance  with  a  decree  of  court.  Such  transfer  may 
be  made  to  the  personal  representative  himself  in  another  capacity. 
But  a  mere  decree  directing  au  executor  to  pay  funds  of  the  estate 
to  himself  in  another  capacity,  as  for  instance  as  executor  of  a  legatee, 
docs  not,  without  more,  work  a  transference  of  the  funds,  so  as  to 
relieve  the  sureties  on  his  bond  as  executor  of  the  former  estate  from 
liability  for  a  devastavit.*  ,It  is  also  recognized  that  a  person  holding 
funds  in  one  fiduciary  capacity  cannot  by  his  own  election  shift  the 
responsibility  therefor  from  one  set  of  sureties  to  another.  He  can- 
not, by  signing  a  receipt  to  himself  in  llie  capacity  of  trustee,  without 
having  any  funds  at  hand,  transfer  his  liability  and  that  of  his 

la.  39,74  Am.  Dec.  370  and  note;  State  20.  Heeht  v,  Skaegs,  53  Ark.  291, 
V.  Elliott,  157  Mo.  609,  57  S.  W..  13  S.  W.  030,  22  A.  S.  R.  192  and  note. 
1087,  80  A.  S.  R.  643.  1.  Deobold  v.  Oppermann,  111  N. 

16.  State  V.  Elliott,  157  Mo.  609,  Y.  531,  19  N.  E.  94,  7  A.  S.  R.  760, 
57  S.  W.  1087,  80  A.  S.  R.  643.  2  L.R.A.  644. 

Note:  51  Am.  Dee.  523.  2.  Green  v.  Yomig,  8  Oreenl.  (Me.) 

17.  People  V.  Haseall,  22  N.  Y.  188,  14.  22  Am.  Dee.  218;  Snyder  v.  State, 
T8  Am.  Dec.  176.  5  Wyo.  318,  40  Pac.  441,  03  A.  S.  R. 

18.  Williams  v.  State,  68  Miss.  680,  60. 

10  So.  52,  ?i  A.  S.  R.  297.  3.  Story  v.  Hall,  86  Vt.  31,  83  Atl. 

19.  Deobold  v.  Oppermann,  lU  N.  653,  Ann.  Cas.  1915B  1187,  40  Lit.A. 
Y.  531,  19  N.  E.  94,  7  A.  S.  R.  760,  (N.S.)  1136  and  note. 

2  L.R.A.  644. 
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sureties  as  executor  to  himself  and  his  sureties  as  trustee.  In  all  cases 
there  must  be  an  actual  transfer  of  substantial  assets.* 

353.  Release  and  Substitution  of  Bonds. — When  additional  bonds 
are  given  by  an  executor  or  administrator  who  already  has  filed  an 
original  bond,  the  new  bonds  are  not  as  a  rule  considered  substitutes 
for  the  original  bond,  but  are  valid  and  enforceable  as  additional 
ones  and  as  further  security.'  Where  the  sureties  in  an  administra* 
tion  bond  are  released  by  the  personal  representative's  giving  of  a 
new  bond  such  sureties  will  not  as  a  rule  be  liable  for  subsequent  de- 
faults. However,  in  some  jurisdictions  provision  is  made  by  statute 
for  the  substitution  of  bonds.*  Thereafter  the  sureties  on  the  sub- 
stituted bond  are  primarily  liable,^  not  only  as  regards  matters  there- 
after occurring,  but  in  regard  to  defaults  occurring  prior  to  such 
substitution.  For  example,  where  an  executor,  after  having  collected 
and  converted  to  his  own  use  all  the  assets  of  the  estate,  gives  a  new 
bond,  the  sureties  thereon  will  be  liable  for  all  the  assets  so  coUecled 
and  converted  by  him.*  A  surety  desiring  to  be  released  may,  on  his 
own  motion,  obtain  such  relief  only  by  strict  compliance  with  the 
statutory  provisions  on  the  subject.*  Where  substitution  of  bonds  is 
allowed  a  new  bond  must  be  properly  filed  and  accepted  in  order  to 
operate  as  a  disi-harge  of  the  old  bond,  and  if  a  new  bond  is  taken 
by  a  cjprk  of  the  court  without  authority,  the  sureties  on  a  former 
bond  will  not  be  thereby  released ;  yet  the  mere  fact  that  the  new  bond 
is  accepted  by  an  oHicer  without  authority  does  not  necessarily  render 
such  bond  invalid.  Therefore  in  such  case  the  sureties  on  both  tbo 
original  and  substituted  bonds  may  be  held  liable  for  the  default 
of  the  personal  representative." 

354.  Breaches  of  Bonds. — A  breach  of  an  administration  bond 
occurs  whenever  the  executor  or  administrator  neglects  to  perform  any 
of  the  duties  of  his  oflice  for  the  proper  performance  of  which  the 
bond  has  been  conditioned,  such  as  filing  a  proper  inventory  and 
proper  accounts  within  the  required  time,  and  paying  debts  and 
legacies,  and  conserving  the  assets  of  the  estate.^^  An  executor  who 
obtains  a  fraudulent  order  for  the  sale  of  property  belonging  to  the 
estate,  acts  in  disregard  of  his  duties,  and  it  is  held  that  a  breach  of 
his  administration  bond  at  once  occurs.**   When  an  administrator 

4.  State  v.  ElUott,  157  Mo.  609,  67  66  S.  E.  690,  19  Ann.  Cas.  414. 

S.  W.  1087,  80  A.  S.  R.  643.  10.  Central  Bankinsr  &  Security  Co. 

5.  Central  Banking  &  Security  Co.  v.  United  States  Fidelity  Guaranty  Co., 
V.  United  States  Fidelity  &  Guaranty  73  W.  Va.  197,  80  S.  E.  121,  51  L.R.A. 
Co.,  73  W.  Va.  197,  80  S.  E.  121,  51  (N.S.)  797. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  797.  11.  Hodge  t.  Hodge,  90  Me.  50& 

6.  Note:  51  Am.  Dec.  524.  38  AtL  535,  60  A.  S.  B.  285,  40  LA.A. 

7.  Glenn  v.  Wallace,  4  Strob.  Eq.  33. 

(S.  C.)  149,  53  Am.  Dec.  657.  Note:  51  Am.  Dec.  525. 

8.  Foster  v.  Wise,  46  Ohio  St.  20,  12.  Fincke  v.  Buodriek,  72  Kan.  182, 
16  N.  E.  687,  15  A.  S.  R.  542.  83  Pac  403,  4  L.B.A.(N.8.)  820. 

».  Taylor  v.  Tayk>r,  66  W.  Va.  238, 
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or  executor  haa  resigned  or  been  removed  and  fails  to  deliver  or  pay 
to  his  successor  the  assets  in  his  hands  or  a  balance  due  from  him  to 
the  estate,  it  is  a  breach  of  the  bond  for  which  an  action  will  lie.^* 

355.  Liability  for  Claims  and  Debts. — ^When  an  executor  gives  a 
bond,  making  himself  personally  liable  for  the  payment  of  the  debts 
and  legacies  of  his  testator,  the  liability  may  be  enforced  absolutely 
both  with  respect  to  the  debts  and  the  legacies.^*  When  a  suit  has 
been  brought  on  an  administration  bond  and  judgment  has  been 
entered  against  the  personal  representative  for  breaches  of  the  bond 
incident  to  his  failure  to  file  an  inventory,  and  failure  to  render  an 
account  within  a  year,  the  defendant  will  be  liable  at  least  for  nominal 
dami^es."  If  a  creditor  of  an  estate  ties  his  own  hands  by  any  valid 
agreement,  by  which  he  cannot  sue,  the  surety  will  usually  be  released. 
But  a  surety  is  not  necessarily  discharged  by  the  failure  of  the  creditor 
to  present  his  claim  to  the  administrator  of  the  deceased  principal 
within  the  time  prescribed  by  law,  especially  when  the  sureties  may, 
in  such  a  case,  compel  the  presentment  of  the  claim  in  due  time,  and 
thus  preser\-e  their  recourse  against  the  estate.**  When  a  suit  is 
brought  against  a  surety  on  account  of  the  failure  of  an  executor  or 
administrator  to  pay  a  claim  by  reason  of  his  wasteful  management  of 
the  estate,  a  mere  denial  of  the  wnste  will  not  constitute  an  adequate 
defense,  but  the  defendant  should  also  show  a  valid  reason  for  the 
failure  of  the  principal  to  pay  the  claim.*'  As  has  elsewhere  been 
seen  in  many  jurisdictions  no  action  can  be  brought  against  an 
executor  or  administrator  in  his  representative  capacity  for  a  debt 
contracted  by  such  representative  after  the  death  of  the  decedent  even 
when  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  estate.*^  This  rule  has  given  rise  in 
some  jurL<idictions  to  a  corresponding  limitation  as  to  the  liability 
of  sureties  on  administration  bonds,  and  the  courts  hold  that  a  surety 
on  such  a  bond  of  a  personal  representative  is  not  liable  for  obligations 
of  the  fiduciary  contracted  after  the  death  of  the  decedent,  although 
in  the  interest  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  estate;  *'  but  it  is  believed  that 
in  most  jurisdictions  the  liability  of  the  sureties  extends  to  alt  valid 
claims  against  the  estate,  including  those  arising  during  the  course 
of  administration.  Thus  where  attorneys*  fees  for  services  rendered 
an  administrator  during  administration  are  regularly  allowed  by  the 
court  and  payment  directed  out  of  assets  found  to  be  in  the  hands  of 
such  admini^iator,  such  fees  are  a  valid  demand  against  the  sureties 

IS.  Note:  51  Am.  Dec.  528.  165,  43  Am.  Dec.  480.  And  see  Pam- 

14.  Probate  Conrt  v.  Adams,  27  R.  cipal  akd  Sdbbtt. 

I.  97,  60  Atl.  769,  8  Ann.  Cas.  1028.     17.  Cannoa  v.  Cooper,  39  Miss.  784, 

15.  McKim  t.  Anibach,  130  Mass.  80  Am.  Dec.  101. 

481,  39  Am.  Rep.  470.  18.  See  supra,  par.  351. 

16.  Winter  v.  Branch  Bank,  23  Ala.  19.  Thompson  v.  Mann,  66  W.  Va. 
762,  58  Am.  Dec.  315;  Johnson  v.  648.  64  S.  E.  920, 131  A.  S.  R.  987,  22 
Planteis'  Bank,  4  Smedes  ft  H.  (Miss.)  L.RJL.(N.S.)  1094  and  note. 
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in  his  bond.*'  The  sureties  may  also  be  held  liable  for  counsel  fees 
incurred  in  the  removal  of  the  personal  representative,  and  in  a  suit 

on  the  bond.*  Since  commissions  of  co-executors  or  co-ad ministratocs 
are  generally  deemed  to  be  awarded  to  them  jointly,  the  court  of 
probate  not  undertaking  to  adjust  the  amount  due  each,  the  rule  has 
been  laid  down  that  the  sureties  on  the  bond  of  a  surviving  adminis- 
trator will  not  be  liable  for  commissions  due  from  him  to  a  deceased 
co-administrator.* 

356.  Liability  as  to  Debts  of  Executor  to  Estate.— While  the 
sureties  of  an  administrator  or  an  executor  are  generally  liable  only 
to  the  extent  of  assets  actually  received  by  the  principal,'  an  exception 
exists  when  the  assets  consist  in  whole  or  in  part  of  a  debt  due  by  the 
personal  representative  to  the  estate.  This  exception  is  based  on  the 
doctrine  of  the  law  that  a  debt  due  by  an  executor  or  administrator 
to  the  decedent  may  be  treated  as  assets,  even  when  the  personal  repre- 
sentative is  insolvent  and  unable  to  pay  the  amount  of  his  debt  to 
the  eetate.*  When  a  statute  makes  such  personal  debt  of  the  executor 
or  administrator  assets  in  his  hand,  sureties  on  the  administrator's 
bond  may  be  held  liable  for  the  payment  of  such  debt,  even  when  he 
is  insolvent/  although  the  sureties  executed  the  bond  without  knowl- 
edge of  the  existence  of  the  debt  or  of  the  insolvency  of  the  personal 
representative.*  In  the  absence  of  a  statute  of  this  character,  the 
same  result  has  been  reached  in  some  jurisdictions,  and  when  an 
executor  or  administrator  has  been  charged  on  the  settlement  of  his 
accounts  with  a  personal  debt  which  he  owed  the  deceased,  the  sureties 
on  his  bond  are  bound  for  the  payment  thereof,  and  the  executor's 
insolvency  or  inability  to  pay  is  no  defense.'  Accordingly,  the  rule 
is  generally  recognized  that  a  bond  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  an  executor  or  administrator  will  cover  his  obligation  to 
pay  or  account  for  his  personal  debt  to  the  estate;  *  but  this  view  is 
not  universally  recognized,  and  in  some  states  the  sureties  are  not 
liable  for  the  failure  of  the  executor  or  administrator  to  pay  such 
debt.*  In  regard  to  debts  to  the  estate  owing  by  a  partnership  of 
which  the  personal  representative  is  a  member,  the  courts  seem  to 

20.  Crim  v.  England,  46  W.  Ta.  480,  6.  United  Brethren  Vv  Akin,  46  Ore. 
33  S.  E.  310,  76  A.  S.  R.  826.  247,  77  Pao.  748,  2  Ann.  Cas.  363,  66 

1.  Ordinary  v.  Connolly,  76  N.  J.  L.R.A.  654. 

Eq.  521,  72  AtL  363, 138  A.  S.  R.  677.     7.  United  Brethren  ▼.  Akin,  46  Ore. 

2.  Groover  v.  Ash,  132  Ga.  371,  64  247,  77  Pac.  748,  2  Ann.  Gas.  363,  66 
S.  E.  323,  131  A.  S.  B.  201,  22  hAji..  L.R.A.  664  (dietom). 

(N.S.)  1110.  8.  Note:  112  A.  S.  B.  409. 

5.  Note:  61  Am.  Dee.  621.  9.  Sanden  v.  Dodge,  140  Midi.  236, 
4.  See  rapra,  par.  116  et  seq.          103  N.  W.  607,  112  A.  S.  R.  399: 

6.  Judge  of  Probate  v.  Snlloway,  68  Howell  v.  Anderson,  66  Neb.  675,  flS 
N.  H.  611,  44  Atl.  720,  73  A.  S.  R.  N.  W.  760,  61  LJLA.  813. 

619,  49  L.RJL  347. 
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apply  the  same  rule  as  if  such  debts  were  the  personal  obligations  of 

the  accountant.**' 

357.  Exemption  from  Liability  as  to  Acts  of  Executor  as  Trustee.-^ 
The  duties  of  an  executor  and  of  a  trustee  are  usually  distinct  in  char- 
acter, even  when  the  same  person  fills  both  offices.  The  bond  of  an 
executor  does  not  ordinarily  cover  more  than  the  duties  which  prop- 
erly pertain  to  his  ofHcial  character  as  such,  and  therefore  the  sureties 
cannot  be  held  to  any  further  liability.'*  In  other  words,  an  executor 
who  is  also  trustee  of  a  fund  under  the  will  does  not,  in  his  dealings 
with  the  trust  fund,  create  any  liability  against  sureties  on  his  bond 
as  executor,  although  the  executor  charges  himself  in  his  account 
as  executor  with  funds  in  his  hands  as  trustee.*'  The  fact  that  the 
statute  requires  an  executor  to  give  bond  in  double  the  amount  of  the 
real  as  well  as  the  personal  property,  does  not  necessarily  make  the 
executor,  as  such,  and  his  sureties,  ref^ponsible  for  the  faithful  execu- 
tion of  personal  trusts  imposed  on  the  former  by  the  will."  This 
rule  limiting  the  liability  of  the  sureties  to  matters  relating  to  the 
executorial  duties  s^plies  not  only  when  the  executor  is  trustee,  but 
when  he  occupies  some  other  relationship  in  reference  to  the  estate, 
such  as  life  tenant  under  the  will."  If  the  characters  of  executor  and 
guardian  of  a  legatee  are  united  in  the  same  person,  he  may  elect 
to  bold  the  share  of  the  legatee  in  his  character  as  guardian,  and  thus 
exonerate  the  sureties  in  the  administration  bond ;  but  it  seems  that 
an  executor  will  not  be  permitted  to  make  a  transfer  of  assets  from 
himself  in  such  capacity  to  himself  in  another  trust  capacity  so  as 
to  release  the  sureties  in  his  administration  bond,  until  he  gives  a 
bond,  when  the  latter  is  required  by  law,  in  his  new  capacity  as  trustee 
or  guardian.**  The  same  principles  apply  in  establishing  the  liability 
of  sureties  on  the  bond  of  an  administrator  with  the  will  annexed. 
In  regard  to  duties  which  relate  to  trusts  contained  in  such  will  the 
sureties  will  not  as  a  rule  be  held  liable.*'  The  sureties  on  the  bond 
of  an  administrator  who  acts  as  agent  for  the  widow  and  children  of 
the  decedent  are  not  liable  for  his  acts  in  that  capacity,  even  when 
he  charges  himself  with  funds  acquired  as  agent.** 

10.  Boasett  v.  Fidelity,  etc.,  Co.,  184  653,  Ann.  Cas.  1915B  1187,  40  L.R.A. 
Mass.  210,  68  N.  E.  205,  100  A.  S.  (N.S.)  1136. 

R.  552,  16.  White  v.  Ditson,  140  Mass.  351, 

11.  Perkiiis  V.  Levis,  41  Ala.  649,  4  N.  E.  606,  54  Am.  Rep.  473. 

94  Am.  Dec.  616.  17.  Schlickman    v.    Citizens'  Nat. 

Note:  51  Am.  Dec.  522.  Bank,  139  Ky.  268,  129  S.  W.  823, 

12.  People  V.  Petrie,  191  HI.  497,  29  L.R.A.(N.S.)  264  and  note.  As  to 
61  N.  E.  499,  85  A.  S.  R.  268.  how  far  an  Bdministrator  with  the  will 

13.  Perkins  v.  Lewis,  41  Ala.  649,  annexed  succeeds  to  the  testamontary 
94  Am.  Dec.  616.  power  of  the  executor,  see  infra,  par. 

14.  Langley  v.  Farmington,  66  N.  512. 

H.  431,  27  Atl.  224,  49  A.  S.  R.  624.       18.  People  v.  Petrie,  191  SL  497,  81 
16.  Story  t.  HaU,  86  Vt.  31,  83  Ati.  N.  E.  499,  85  A.  S.  R.  268. 
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358,  Liability  in  Regard  to  Assets  of  Estate. — The  liability  of 
sureties  on  administration  bonds  usually  extends  to  all  the  personal 
assets  of  the  estate,'*  but  not  to  property  which  does  not  constitute 
such  assets,"  even  when  the  executor  or  administrator  has  received 
into  his  possession  and  treated  as  assets  property  which  never  belonged 
to  the  estate.^  When  assets  of  a  decedent  are  at  his  death  situated  in 
another  state,  and  are  afterwards  brought  to  the  state  in  which  an 
administrator  has  been  appointed,  and  are  there  treated  and  held  as 
assets  by  the  administrator,  his  sureties  may  be  responsible  in  respect 
to  such  assets.'  Since  a  domiciliary  executor  or  administrator  is 
usually  entitled  to  receive  personal  assets  of  the  estate  from  any  juris- 
diction,' the  general  rule  is  that  his  sureties  are  responsible  as  to  all 
the  assets  which  lawfully  come  to  his  hands  from  any  part  of  the 
world;*  though  it  seems  that  the  surety  of  an  ancillary  adminis- 
trator is  not  responsible  for  assets  received  from  a  foreign  country. 

359.  Liability  as  to  Real  Estate. — Tn  most  jurisdictions  separate 
bonds  are  required  of  executors  and  administrators  in  reference  to 
their  duties  in  the  settlement  of  the  estate  and  in  regard  to  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  funds  arising  out  of  a  sale  of  real  estate  for  the  purpose 
of  division  among  the  heirs  or  legatees  and  not  for  the  payment  of 
debts.  In  such  cases  since  the  sale  is  not  a  part  of  the  duties  assumed 
by  the  administrator  when  he  qualified,  his  failure  to  distribute  such 
proceeds  to  the  persons  entitled  thereto  is  not  a  breach  of  his  original 
bond,  but  of  the  special  bond  subsequently  given  in  reference  to  the 
sale.*  The  principle  is  that  one  who  becomes  a  surety  for  an  executor 
or  administrator  does  so  in  view  of  the  duties  and  obligations  which 
the  law  then  imposes  on  his  principal,  and  with  the  knowledge  that 
should  a  sale  of  land  be  necessary,  with  the  grant  of  new  power 
required  for  that  purpose,  new  and  ample  security  will  be  provided.* 
The  foregoing  rule  is  generally  recognized  as  applying  only  when  the 
sale  is  made  for  a  purpose  other  than  the  payment  of  debts  of  the 
decedent.   When  the  ^e  is  made  for  the  liquidation  of  the  debts 

19.  Newton  Coanty  Bank  t.  Amen-  can  Bonding  Co.  141  Oa.  326,  80  S. 
can  Bonding  Co.,  141  Ga.  326,  80  S.  E.  1003,  50  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1089. 

E.  1003,  50  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1089;  Rice  2.  Andrews  v.  Avory,  14  Qrat.  (Va.) 

V.  Hosking,  105  Mich.  303,  63  N.  W.  229,  73  Am.  Dee.  355. 

311,  55  A.  S.  R.  448;  People  v.  Has-  3.  See  infra,  par.  533. 

call,  22  N.  Y.  188,  78  Am.  Dec.  176;  4.  Fletcher    v.    Sanders,    7  Dana 

Andrews  v.  Avory,  14  Grat.  (Va.)  229,  (Ky.)  345,  32  Am.  Dee.  96. 

73  Am.  Dec.  355.  5.  Perkins  v.  Lewis,  41  Ala.  649,  94 

Note:  51  Am.  Dee.  522.  Am.  Dec.  616;  State  v.  Donahue,  82 

20.  Pnibate  Court  v.  Williams,  30  Conn.  308,  73  Atl.  763,  135  A.  S.  B. 
H.  I.  144,  73  Atl.  382,  19  Ann.  Cas.  273. 

554  and  note;  Andrews  v.  Avory,  14  Note:  43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  314. 
Grat.  (Va.)  229,  73  Am.  Dee.  355.  As  As  to  bonds  given  on  sale  of  prop- 
to  what  are  assets,  see  supra,  par.  109  erty  by  personal  representative,  see 
et  seq.  infra,  par.  394. 

1.  Newton  Connty  Bank  t.  Ameri-  6.  Note:  43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  314. 
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it  falls  within  the  normal  duties  of  an  executor  and  administrator, 
and  accordingly  the  surety  may  be  held  liable.  However,  in  jurisdic- 
tions in  which  neither  the  real  estate  of  the  decedent,  nor  its  proceeds 
when  sold  under  an  order  of  court  for  the  payment  of  tfie  debts  of  the 
estate,  are  made  general  assets  of  the  estate,  it  seems  that  the  sureties 
on  the  general  bond  of  the  executor  or  administrator  are  not  liable 
for  the  failure  of  their  principal  to  account  for  such  proceeds.'  When 
by  the  terms  of  the  will  an  executor  is  given  power  to  sell  realty,  the 
rule  seems  to  be  that  sureties  may  be  held  answerable  for  the  proceeds 
received  by  him  from  the  sale  of  lands  situated  within  the  state.  But 
in  all  such  cases  the  will  must  justify  the  sale  in  order  that  the  sureties 
may  be  held  liable.  If,  for  example,  an  executor  sells  lands  of  his 
testator  situate  in  another  state  without  the  will  being  there  admitted 
to  probate,  and  such  sales  are  thereby  regarded  as  being  made  without 
authority  and  as  pa^ng  no  title,  no  liability  will  attach  as  against 
the  sureties  on  bis  bond  for  the  moneys  received  by  him  in  consider- 
ation of  such  sales.*  Yet  in  other  jurisdictions  the  sureties  on  the 
administration  bond  are  not  liable  in  reference  to  sales  made  by 
authority  of  a  will  but  not  needed  for  the  payment  of  debts  and 
specific  legacies.*  The  sureties  on  a  general  administration  bond 
are  not  liable,  as  a  general  rule,  for  the  failure  of  their  principal  to 
account  for  rents  received  from  the  decedent's  real  estate  accruing 
after  the  death  of  the  decedent.^* 

Aetwnt  on  AdndniHraHon  Bonds 

360.  Right  of  Action  on  Bonds. — A  creditor  may  sue  on  an  adminis- 
tration bond  when  he  is  able  to  allege  a  breach  of  its  conditions," 
A  distributee  may  likewise  sue  after  a  distribution  has  been  decreed 
where,  by  law,  it  would  be  a  violation  of  his  duty,  and  a  breach  of  the 
condition  of  his  bond,  if  the  administrator  did  not  comply  with  the 
decree  of  distribution.**  When  the  administrator  has  not  adminis- 
tered the  estate,  the  next  of  kin  do  not  usually  have  any  cause  of 
action,  but  the  right  to  call  the  administrator  to  account  and  to  put 
the  bond  in  suit  is  vested  in  the  administrator  de  bonis  non.*^  In  a 
suit  on  an  executor's  bond,  a  demand  is  not  necessary  where  the  stat- 
ute does  not  require  it.'*  Sometimes  permission  to  bring  suit  must 
be  obtained  from  the  court  before  commencing  an  action  on  an  admin- 

7.  Notes:  61  Am.  Dee.  620;  19  Ann.  361,  24  Am.  Dee.  359. 

Cas.  563.  12.  Dickerson  v.  Robinson,  6  N.  J. 

8.  Emmons  v.  Gordon,  140  Uo.  400,  L.  195,  10  Am.  Dee.  396  and  note. 
41  S.  W.  998,  62  A.  S.  R.  734.  IS.  Moore  v.  Chapman,  2  Stew. 

9.  White  v.  Ditson,  140  Moss.  351,  (Ala.)  466,  20  Am.  Dee.  56. 

4  N.  E.  606, 54  Am.  Rep.  .473.  14.  Speneer  v.  Moore,  33  N.  C.  160, 

10.  Notes:  40  L.RJL.  344;  19  Ann.  53  Am.  Dee.  401  and  note. 

Cas.  566.  15.  Nevitt  v.  Woodburn,  160  HI.  203^ 

11.  Fotts  T.  Smith,  8  Rowle  (Fa.)  43  N.  E.  385,  52  A.  S.  R.  315. 
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istraiion  bond.'*  Where  the  declaration  eets  forth  substantially  the 
contents  of  the  bond  sued  on,  and  the  facts  constituting  a  breach 
hereof,  it  is  not  necessary  that  a  copy  of  the  bond  be  attached  to  the 
declaration  in  order  that  the  bo^d  itself  may  be  admissible  in  evi- 
dence.'^ The  statute  of  limitations  begins  to  run  against  an  action 
by  a  distributee  on  an  administrator's  bond  from  the  time  of  the  final 
decree  of  distribution.^*  Even  when  an  administrator's  bond  is  taken 
in  the  name  of  the  state,  but  for.  the  use  of  an  individual,  the  statute 
of  limitations  will  run  on  it.** 

361.  Courts  and  Venue  in  Suits  on  Bonds. — ^As  a  general  rule  the 
only  remedy  on  an  administration  bond  is  by  suit  at  law,  and  no  action 
can  be  brought  in  reference  thereto  in  equity,'*  but  it  seems  that  a 
court  of  equity  may,  under  special  circumstances,  have  jurisdiction 
in  actions  to  establish  the  liabilities  of  sureties.'  In  some  states  the 
judge  of  probate  may  himself  institute  suit  for  the  penalty  of  an 
administration  bond,  where  an  administrator  has  refused  or  neglected 
to  account  for  property  of  the  intestate  received  by  him.*  Suit  against 
the  sureties  may  properly  be  brought  in  the  county  where  the  parties 
defendant  reside,  instead  of  the  county  of  the  administration.*  Where 
the  Sureties  on  the  bonds  of  a  foreign  representative  come  witiiin  the 
territorial  limits  of  a  state,  they  are  liable  to  be  sued  there  for  a  breach 
of  the  bond.*  The  suit  may  under  exceptional  circumstances  be 
brought  at  the  residence  of  tiie  obligors,  even  when  the  bond  was 
given  in  another  state  and  in  the  name  of  such  other  state.  Thus 
such  an  action  has  been  held  to  be  maintainable  when  the  adminis- 
trator secured  his  appoinbnent  as  such  in  a  state  in  which  he  was 
not  a  resident,  gave  the  administration  bond  running  to  the  state 
wherein  he  was  appointed,  and  then  removed  the  fund  without  author- 
ityj  and  converted  it  to  his  own  use.' 

362.  Actions  by  Representatives  against  Own  Sureties. — ^When 
suits  are  brought  by  one  of  several  co-executors  or  co-administratora 

16.  Oanser  t.  Qanser,  S3  Mimi.  199,  C.)  43,  16  Am.  Dec.  635. 

86  N.  W.  18.  85  A.  S.  R.  461.  2.  Dawes  v.  Boylston,  9  Mass.  337, 

17.  Gibson  v.  Robinson,  90  Qa.  766,  6  Am.  Dee.  72. 

16  S.  E.  969,  35  A.  S.  R.  250.  3.  Stewart  v.  Morrisoti,  81  Tex.  396, 

18.  Oanser  v.  Ganser,  83  Minn.  199,  17  S.  W.  15,  26  A.  S.  R.  821. 

86  N.  W.  18,  85  A.  S.  R.  461.  4.  Johnson  v.  Jackson,  66  Ga.  326, 

19.  State  V.  Piatte,  8   Ho.  286,  40  21  Am.  Rep.  285. 

Am.  Dec.  140.  5.  Cutrer  v.  Tennessee,  98  Miss.  841, 

20.  Teague  v.  Dendy,  2  McCord  Eq.  54  So.  434,  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  344,  35 
(8.  C.)  207,  16  Am.  Dec.  643,  over-  L.R.A.(N.S.)  333  and  note.  As  to  the 
mled  on  another  point  by  Taylor  t.  liability  of  a  domiciliary  executor  or 
Taylor,  2  Rich.  Eq.  (S.  C.)  123.  administrator  in  other  states  for  assets 

Note:  51  Am.  Dec.  529.  converted  by  him  and  taken  by  him 

1.  Fincke  v.  Bundrick.  72  Kan.  182,  within  their  jniisdietion,  see  infra,  par. 

83  Pac.  403,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  820;  Mc-  556.  .  .  ^ 

Dowell  T.  Caldwell.  2  McCord  Eq.  (S. 
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on  administration  bonds,  a  situation  not  infrequently  results  in  whicK 
a  personal  representative  is  suing  his  own  sureties.  There  seems  to 
bo  no  inherent  objection  to  a  suit  of  this  character.*  One  of  two 
administrators  can  maintain  an  action  against  the  sureties  on  their 
joint  bond  for  moneys  misappropriated  by  his  co-administrator,  against 
whom  a  decree  has  been  rendered  directing  him  to  pay  the  money  to 
the  plaintiff.'  An  action  on  an  administrator's  bond  may  be  main- 
tained against  the  sureties  for  wrongful  acts  of  one  of  two  adminis- 
trators, although  the  other  administrator  was  the  only  distributee  of 
the  estate  and  his  interest  has  passed  to  the  plaintiff.* 

363.  Contribution. — Contribution  and  subrogation  are  separate  and 
distinct  things  and  the  right  of  contribution  is  not  considered  as  being 
derived  from  the  equitable  principle  of  subrogation.  Subrogation  is 
not  as  a  rule  recognized  at  all  by  the  courts  of  law,  while  the  principle 
of  contribution  is  enforceable  in  actions  at  law.*  One  of  two  sureties 
who  has  been  compelled  to  defend  a  suit  brought  in  reference  to  an 
administration  bond  ist  as  a  rule,  entitied,  under  the  principle  of  con- 
tribution, to  recover  from  his  cosurety  one  half  of  the  expenses 
incurred  by  him  as  to  such  suit,'"  provided  the  defense  of  the  litigation 
was  prudent.^'  Yet  it  seems  that  A.  surety  who  has  paid  a  debt  re- 
covered in  a  suit  on  an  administration  bond  can  acquire  no  rights 
that  the  creditor  did  not  have,  and  cannot  compel  contribution  by 
the  representatives  of  his  cosurety  against  whom  the  creditor  had  no 
remedy.**  The  right  of  contribution  may  in  some  cases  be  worked 
out  by  moans  of  a  right  of  set-off.  For  example,  it  has  been  held  that 
if  heirs  or  distributees  are  also  sureties  on  the  bond  of  executors  or 
administrators,  and  they  bring  an  action  against  other  sureties  of  the 
same  executors  or  administrators,  though  upon  a  different  bond,  the 
latter  have  an  equitable  defense  to  the  extent  of  the  amount  which 
they  could  claim  by  way  of  contribution  against  the  plaintiffs  as  their 
cosureties.*' 

364.  Subrogation. — ^The  estate  of  an  intestate  is  primarily  liable  to 
pay  a  judgment  obtained  against  the  administrator,  and  if  his  sureties 
are  compelled  to  pay  it  in  the  first  instance,  they  are  entitled  to  be 

6.  Municipal  Court  v.  Whaley,  25  R.  10.  Waters  v.  Riley,  2  Har.  &  Q. 
1.  289,  55  Atl.  760,  105  A.  S.  R.  890,  (Md)  305.  18  Am.  Dec  302;  Central 
63  L.R.A.  235.  Banking  &  Security  Co.  v.  United 

7.  Sperb  v.  McCoun,  110  N.  Y.  605,  States  FideUty  &  Guaranty  Co.,  73  W. 
18  N.  E.  441, 1  L.R.A.  490.  Va.  197,  80  S.  E.  121,  51  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

8.  Nang  v.  Oakley,  120  N.  Y.  84,  24  797  and  note.  See  also  Contribution, 
N.  E.  306,  9  L.R.A.  223.  vol.  6,  p.  1047. 

9.  Central  Banking  &  Security  Co.  11.  Connolly  v.  Dolan,  22  R,  1.  60, 46 
T.  United  States  Fidelity  &  Guaranty  Atl.  36  84  A.  S.  R.  816. 

Co.,  73  W.  Va.  197,  80  S.  E.  121,  51     12.  Waters  v.  Riley  2  Har.  &  G. 
LJl.A.(N.S.)  797.  As  to  subroffation.  (Md.)  305,  18  Am.  Dee.  302. 
see  in&a,  par.  364.   See  also  Subbo-     13.  Dugger  v.  Wiiglit,  51  Aifc.  298^ 
OATiOM.  11  S.  W.  213,  14  A.  S.  R.  48. 
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subrogated  to  the  rights  of  tiie  judgment  creditor,  and  to  enforce  th« 
judgment  against  the  estate.'*  A  surety  who  has  been  obliged  to  pay 
the  obligation  can  prove  the  entire  debt  against  ihe  insolvent  estate 
of  his  cosurety,  and  receive  dividends  on  Uie  entire  debt  until  reim- 
bursed that  half  of  the  common  burden  belonging  to  the  cosurety.** 
When  a  surety  is  sued  but  has  not  actually  been  compelled  to  pay  a 
claim  on  the  administration  bond,  instead  of  being  entitled  to  subro- 
gation, he  may,  in  a  proper  case,  exercise  the  equitable  right  of  com- 
pelling the  plaintiff  to  resort  first  to  the  assets  belonging  to  the  estate 
to  the  exoneration  of  his  own  property.'* 

Judgmentt  on  Bonds 

365.  Necessity  of  Judgment  against  Principal. — The  mere  nonpay- 
ment of  a  debt,  legacy  or  distributive  share  of  an  estate  by  an  adminis- 
trator is  not  such  a  breach  of  the  condition  of  his  bond  as  will  enable 
the  creditor  to  sue  on  it  before  any  steps  have  been  taken  to  charge 
the  administrators  with  a  devastavit.''  All  claims  must  be  liquidated 
either  by  confession  or  by  judgment  before  any  recovery  may  be  had 
by  suit  on  a  probate  bond  of  an  administrator  or  executor.'*  A  settle- 
ment of  an  executor's  account  showing  a  general  balance  due  the 
estate,  without  any  decree  ascertaining  the  amounts  due  the  dis- 
tributees, is  not  sufficient  to  render  the  executor's  sureties  liable  on 
their  bond  to  a  distributee.'*  But  when  a  sum  of  money  due  to 
another  from  a  deceased  executor  is  admitted,  a  decree  of  the  probate 
court  that  the  amount  be  paid  is  not  necessary  to  a  suit  on  the  bond 
of  the  executor's  sureties.**  The  general  rule  is  that  in  the  absence 
of  such  admission  or  confession  of  judgment  the  action  at  law  cannot 
be  maintained  against  a  surety  on  the  bond  of  an  executor  or  adminis- 
trator, until  there  has  been,  in  a  separate  proceeding,  a  judicial  ascer- 
tainment of  the  fact  and  extent  of  the  principal's  liability,'  and  the 
entry  of  a  decree  or  judgment  against  him.*  It  should  be  mentioned, 
however,  tliat  in  a  few  of  the  states  it  has  been  held  that  such  prior 

14.  Paran  v.  Robinson,  17  Ohio  St  19.  Com.  t.  Stub,  11  Pa.  St.  160,  61 
242,  93  Am,  Dec.  617.   See  generally,  Am.  Dec.  515  and  note. 
StTBROGATiOK.  20.  Judge  of  Probate  v.  Sulloway, 

15.  Pace  V.  Pace,  95  Va.  792,  30  S.  68  N.  H.  511,  44  Atl.  720,  73  A.  S.  R 
B.  3G1,  44  L.R.A.  459.  619,  49  L.R.A.  347. 

16.  Paxton  v.  Rich,  85  Va.  378,  7  1.  Com.  v.  Stub,  11  Pa.  St.  150,  51 
S.  E.  531,  1  L.R.A.  639.  Am.  Dec.  515  and  note;  Lyles  v.  Mc- 

17.  Cameron  v.  Justices  of  Inferior  Clure,  1  Bailey  L.  (S.  C.)  7,  19  Am 
Court,  1  Ga.  36,  44  Am.  Dec.  636;  Dec.  648. 

Gibson  v.  Robinson,  90  Ga.  756,  16  S.     Note:  51  Am,  Dec  529. 
E.  969,  35  A.  S.  R.  250;  Com,  v.  MolU,     2.  Presley  v.  Weakley,  135  Ala.  517^ 
10  Pa.  St.  527,  51  Am.  Dec.  499.  33  So.  434,  93  A.  S.  R  39;  Perkins  v. 

Note:  51  Am.  Dec.  532.  Stimmel,  114  N.  Y.  359,  21  N.  E,  729, 

18.  Merrill  v.  Harris,  26  N.  H.  142,  11  A.  S.  R.  659;  Com.  v.  Stub,  11  Pa. 
67  Am.  Dec.  359.  St  150,  51  Am.  Deo.  615. 
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judgment  is  not  a  necessary  preliminary  to  a  suit  on  the  bond  *  When 
a  probate  court  has  passed  all  orders  fixing^ the  administrator's  final 

liability  to  the  heirs,  and  has  ordered  the  amount  found  due  to  be 
paid  to  them,  the  administrator's  refusal  to  obey  such  order  on  demand 
is  a  violation  of  bis  trust,  which  authorizes  suit  against  the  sureties  on 
his  bond  before  his  final  discharge.*  Therefore,  where  a  recovery  is 
sought  on  the  bond,  it  seems  that  a  devastavit  may  be  established 
by  proving  the  existence  of  a  judgment  or  decree  of  the  court  against 
the  personal  representatives,  an  execution  issued  thereunder,  and  a 
proper  return  of  nulla  bona.'  In  like  manner  an  action  will  not  lie 
on  the  bond,  as  a  general  rule,  for  not  paying  over  a  balance  of  assets 
in  the  hands  of  the  personal  representative  to  his  successor  in  office, 
without  a  settlement  and  a  decree  for  such  balance.* 

366.  ConcluslTcness  of  Judgments. — On  the  question  whether  a 
judgment  against  an  administrator  or  executor  is  to  be  considered 
as  conclusive,  or  merely  as  prima  facie,  evidence  against  the  sureties 
on  his  official  bond,  the  cases  seem  to  be  pretty  evenly  divided.  One 
line  of  cases  holds  that  the  sureties  upon  an  administrator's  or  execu- 
tor's bond  are,  in  the  absence  of  fraud  or  collusion,  concluded  by  a 
judgment  or  decree  of  the  proper  court,  rendered  against  the  executor 
and  administrator,  and  that  they  cannot  be  heard  to  question  such 
decree  when  sued  upon  the  bond.'  The  reason  for  this  holding,  as 
stated  by  the  courts,  is  that  by  bis  contract  the  surety  puts  himself 
in  privity  with  the  administrator,  and,  being  so  in  privity,  he  is  bound 
by  any  decree  that  the  surrogate  has  jurisdiction  to  make,*  if  obtained 
without  collusion  between  the  administrator  and  the  next  of  kin  or 
creditors  of  the  estate.*  Yet  a  judgment  coUusively  suffered  by  an 
administrator  in  jurisdictions  adhering  to  this  rule  does  not  bind  his 
sureties;  nor  are  they  bound  if  it  was  obtained  in  an  action  commenced 
more  than  four  years  after  he  gave  notice  of  his  appointment  as 


S.  Note:  61  Am.  Dee.  530.  Sullovay,  68  N.  H.  611,  44  Atl.  720, 

4.  Stewart  t.  Morrison,  81  Tex.  396,  73  A.  S.  R.  619,  49  L.R.A.  347;  Fanm 
17  S.  W.  16,  26  A.  S.  R.  821.  v.  Robinson,  17  Ohio  St  242,  93  Am. 

5.  Thompson  v.  Bondurant,  15  Ala.  Dec.  617;  Stewart  v.  MorrUon,  81  Tex. 
346,50Am.  Dec.  136;  Gibson  V.Robin-  396,  17  S.  W.  15,  26  A.  S.  R.  821; 
son,  90  Ga.  756,  16  S.  E.  969,  35  A.  S.  Meyer  v.  Barth,  97  Wis.  352,  72  N.  W. 
R.  250.  748,  65  A.  S.  R.  124. 

6.  Note:  51  Am.  Dee.  633.     .  Notes:  132  A.  S.  R.  765;  51  L.R.A. 

7.  Crook  v.  Newburg,  124  Ala.  479,  (N.S.)  798  ;  9  Ann.  Cas.  155. 

27  So.  432,  82  A.  S.  R.  190;  Ralston  8.  Judge  of  Probate  v.  Sulloway,  68 

v.  Wood,  15  III.  159,  58  Am.  Dec.  604;  N,  H.  611,  44  Atl.  720,  73  A.  S.  B. 

Nevitt  V.  Woodbum,  160  111.  203,  43  619,  49  L.R.A.  347;  Deobold  v.  Opper- 

N.  E.  385,  52  A.  S.  R.  315;  Heard  /.  mann,  111  N.  T.  531,  19  N.  E.  94,  7 

Lodge,  20  Pick.  (Mass.)  53,  32  Am.  A.  S.  R.  760,  2  L.R.A  644. 

Dee.  197  and  note;  State  v.  Holt,  27  Note:  132  A.  S.  R.  764,  765. 

Mo.  340,  72  Am.  Dec.  273;  Kenck  v.  9.  Deobold  v.  Oppermann,  111  N.  T. 

Farchen,  22  Mont.  519,  57  Pae.  94,  74  531,  19  N.  E.  94,  7  A.  S.  R.  760,  2 

A.  S.  R.  626:  Jadge  of  Probate  v.  LJtJl.  644  and  note. 
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required  by  statute.**  It  has  been  said  that  the  sureties  may  show  in 
defense  of  a  cause  of  action  for  a  breach  of  the  bond  in  not  paying  over 
a  sum  found  due  by  the  probate  court  and  decreed  by  such  court  to  be 
paid,  that  the  bond  was  not  made,  or  that  such  decree  was  not  made,  or 
that  if  made  the  same  had  been  obeyed,  or  that  it  was  obtained  by 
fraud  or  collusion ;  but  that  they  cannot  show  that  the  court  has  erred 
in  making  the  decree,  or  that  no  assets  ever  came  into  the  possession 
of  the  administrator.**  In  analogy  with  the  view  that  a  Judgment 
against  a  personal  representative  is  conclusive  against  his  sureties 
some  courts,  have  held  that  a  defense  cannot  be  interposed  by  surety 
in  a  suit  on  an  administrator's  bond  when  it  was  not  set  up  by  the 
administrator  in  proceedings  against  him  in  the  probate  court.'^ 

367.  View  that  Judgment  Is  Prima  Fade  as  against  Sureties. — 
As  opposed  to  the  view  stated  in  the  preceding  paragraph,  other  courts 
have  held  that  ordinarily  a  judgment  against  a  principal  is  not  evi- 
dence ag^nst  the  surety,  unless  the  surety  was  a  party  to  the  acti<m 
or  was  made  privy  thereto  by  notice,  and  that  in  the  latter  case  it  may 
be  evidence,  but  that  it  is  not  necessarily  conclusive.'*  The  view  is 
taken  that  no  privity  exists  between  executor  or  administrator  and  his 
surety  on  his  official  bond,  and  the  latter  is  not  concluded  by  a  judg- 
ment against  the  former  in  the  absence  of  any  special  stipulation 
to  that  effect  in  the  bond.**  A  judgment  or  decree,  rendered  by  the 
proper  court  against  an  administrator  or  executor,  is  considered  as 
only  prima  facie  evidence  a^nst  the  surety  when  he  is  sued  on  his 
official  bond."  A  judgment  may  be  given  this  prima  facie  effect 
although  it  is  rendered  after  the  death  of  the  personal  representative 
on  an  account  of  the  administration  presented  by  his  administrator.**^ 
Yet  it  has  been  held  that  the  sureties  of  an  executor  who  diee  before 
bis  accoimt  is  settled  are  strangers  to  a  decree  made  on  the  settlement 
of  the  account  of  an  admiuistratoi  do  bonis  non  and  are  not  bound 
by  such  decree.*^ 

10.  Heard    v.    Lodge,    20    Pick.  476,  77  Am.  Dee.  651. 

(Mass.)  53,  32  Am.  Dec.  197  and  note.  15.  Gibson  t.  Robioson,  90  Ga.  766, 

11.  Irwio  V.  Backus,  25  Cal.  214,  85  16  S.  E.  969,  35  A.  S.  R.  250;  Dawes 
Am.  Dec.  125.  v.  Shed,  15  Mass.  6,  8  Am.  Dec.  80; 

12.  Ralston  v.  Wood,  16  III.  159,  68  State  v.  Goggin,  191  Mo.  482,  90  S. 
Am.  Dec.  604.  W.  3T9,  109  A.  S,  R.  826;  Thompson 

13.  Irwin  v.  Backus,  25  Cal.  214,  85  v.  Mann,  65  W.  Va.  648,  64  S.  E.  920, 
Am.  Dec.  125;  Williams  v.  Stete,  68  131  A.  S.  B.  987,  22  L.fi.A.(N.S.) 
Miss.  680,  10  So.  52,  24  A.  S.  R.  1094. 

297;  Crim.  v.  England,  46  W.  Va.  480,  Notes:  132  R.  S.  R.  765  ;  51  L.R.A. 

33  S.  E.  310,  76  A.  S.  R.  826;  Cen-  (N.S.)  798  ;  9  Ann.  Cas.  155. 

tral  Banking  &  Security  Co.  v.  United  16.  Williams  t.  State,  68  Miss.  680, 

States  Fidelity  &  Guaranty  Co.,  73  W.  10  So.  52,  24  A.  S.  R.  297. 

Va.  197,  80  S.  E.  121,  51  L.R.A.(N.S.)  17.  Judge  of  Probate  v.  Sulloway. 

797.  68  N.  H.  511,  44  Atl,  720,  73  A.  S.  B. 

14.  Lipscomb  t.  Postell,  38  Miss.  619,  49  L.R.A.  347. 

316 


Digitized  by  Google 


U  B.  C.  U 


EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTRATORS 


H  368,  369 


XI.  Sales 

,  Nature  and  Pv/rpose  of  Salts  by  Executors  and  Administrators 

368.  Purposes  of  Sales  Generally. — The  fundamental  principle 
underlying  the  whole  subject  of  salea  of  real  estate  of  a  decedent  for 
the  payment  of  debts  is  the  unquestioned  and  obvious  rule,  that  when 
the  proper  formalities  imposed  by  law  have  been  complied  with,  the 
executor  or  administrator  has  the  power  for  that  purpose  to  cause 
such  real  estate  to  be  sold.'^  In  order  to  safeguard  the  rights  of  the 
heirs  and  at  the  same  time  to  secure  the  rights  of  personal  represen- 
tatives and  creditors  of  estates  of  decedents,  an  elaborate  system  of 
rules  and  regulations  has  been  evolved  governing  such  sales.  These 
rules  differ  more  or  less  in  the  several  jurisdictions,  and  frequently 
are  diversified  by  changes  in  the  statutory  law  governing  the  subject** 
The  real  estate  of  a  decedent  may  be  sold  by  an  executor  or  adminis- 
trator not  only  for  the  purpose  of  paying  his  debts  and  the  expenses  of 
administration,"  but  dso  for  other  purposes,  such  as  partition  of  the 
estate  between  the  beneficiaries,  and  likewise  under  testamentary 
directions.* 

369.  Sales  for  Purposes  of  Distribution. — Although  the  general 
rule  is  that  real  estate  belonging  to  a  decedent,  apart  from  exceptional 
cases  arising  in  consequence  of  testamentary  provisions,  can  be  sold 
by  the  executor  or  administrator  only  when  it  is  needed  to  pay  the 
debts  of  the  decedent,'  under  modem  statutes  and  codes  in  a  number 
of  states  exceptions  to  this  rule  have  been  created,  so  that  it  is  no 
longer  required  that  there  be  shown  a  deficiency  of  personal  property 
before  there  can  be  a  valid  sale  of  real  property.*  Such  statutes 
authorize  executors  and  administrators  to  sell  the  real  estate  of  a 
decedent  whenever  it  is  for  the  best  interest  of  the  parties  interested 
therein,  irrespective  of  the  need  of  any  portion  of  it  for  the  payment 
of  debts.*  Likewise,  it  is  not  unusual  for  the  court  to  allow  the  sale 
of  lands  of  a  decedent  to  pay  legacies  constituting  a  charge  thereon.* 
Statutes  authorizing  the  court  to  direct  the  sale  of  the  real  property  of 
a  decedent  when  it  appears  to  be  for  the  advantage,  benefit,  or  best 
interest  of  the  estate  and  those  interested  therein,  have  been  upheld 

18.  Hosely  v.  TnthiU,  45  Ala.  621,  Ann.  Cas.  559,  4  LJt.A.(N.S.)  189; 
6  Am.  Rep.  710;  Pearson  v.  Gillen-  Carr  v.  HuU,  65  Ohio  St.  394,  62  N. 
waters,  99  Tenn.  446,  42  S.  W.  9,  63  B.  439,  87  A.  S.  R.  623,  58  Lit.A. 
A.  S.  R.  844.  641. 

19.  See  infra,  380  et  seq.  Note:  51  Am.  Deo.  519.   See  infra, 

20.  Note:  79  A.  S.R.  83.  Seeinfira,  par.  504. 

par.  397.  3.  Richardson  t.  Butler,  82  CaL  174, 

1.  See  infra,  par.  369.   See  Parti-  23  Pac.  9, 16  A.  S.  R.  101. 

TiON,  as  to  sales  pnisuant  to  partition  4.  Doe  t.  Roe,  4  Ga.  148,  48  Am. 

proceedings.  Dec.  216. 

2.  Marvin  v.  Bowlby,  142  Mich.  245,  6.  Note:  79  A.  8.  R.  86. 
105  N.  W.  751,  113  A.  8.  B.  674,  7 
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as  proper  legislative  measures  when  applied  only  to  the  estates  of 
persons  dying  after  their  enactment.*  But  it  has  been  held  that  a 
special  statute  authorizing  an  administrator  to  sell  real  property,  there 
being  no  necessity  for  such  sale,  and  its  only  object  being  to  convert 
the  property  into  money  for  the  purposes  of  distribution,  is  unconstitu- 
tional as  depriving  the  heirs  of  their  property  without  due  process  of 
law.'  Sometimes  the  power  of  a  court  to  order  a  sale  of  land  belonging 
to  an  estate  is  restricted  to  narrow  limits,  and  such  sales  may  be 
ordered  only  for  the  payment  of  debts  and  expenses  of  administration, 
to  raise  the  amount  of  the  allowance  for  the  surviving  wife  and  chil- 
dren, and,  in  certain  cases,  for  the  purposes  of  partition  and  distnbu- 
tion  amoiigst  the  heirs.* 

370.  Sale  as  Being  in  Rem  and  Judicial. — Proceedings  for  the  sale 
of  a  decedent's  lands,  while,  perhaps,  not  in  rem  in  the  most  strict 
sense  of  that  term,'  in  a  broader  and  the  more  general  sense  are 
^sentially  in  rem,**  whether  had  for  the  payment  of  debts**  or 
for  other  purposes.**  On  institution  of  the  proper  proceedings  and 
the  ascertainment  of  facts  sufficient  to  give  it  jurisdiction,  ihe  real 
estate  itself  becomes  subject  to  the  action  of  the  court  for  the  purpose 
of  a  sale.**  An  order  for  the  sale  of  real  estate  to  pay  the  debts  of  a 
decedent  is  analogous  to  a  decree  in  chancery  for  the  sale  of  specific 
property.**  It  may  also  be  compared  to  an  order  for  the  sale  of  real 
estate  for  the  payment  of  taxes,  though  the  strict  rules  applicable  to 
tax  sales  cannot  be  applied.**  '  It  has  been  held  that  an  administrator's 
sale  is  not  a  judicial  sale,**  but  an  order  of  the  probate  court  in  direct- 
ing the  sale  is  a  judicial  act,  as  is  also  an  order  of  confirmation,*'  and 
the  great  weight  of  authority  is  to  the  effect  that  when  made  under 
order  of  court  the  sale  is  judicial.** 

6.  In  re  Porter.  129  CaL  86,  61  Pae.  (Ala.)  219,  31  Am.  Dee.  S77. 

659,  79  A.  S.  R.  78.  14.  Halleck  v.  Guy,  9  CaL  181,  70 

7.  Johnson  v.  Branch,  9  S.  D.  116,  Am.  Dee.  643. 

68  N.  W.  173,  62  A.  S.  R.  857.  16.  Thompson  ▼.  Bnrge,  60  Kan. 

8.  Withers  v.  Patterson,  27  Tex.  549,  67  Pac.  UO.  72  A.  S.  R.  369. 


9.  Mickel  v.  Hicks,  19  Kan.  678,  27  I.  558,  18  Atl.  158,  27  A.  S.  R.  763. 
Am.  Rep.  161.    See  Actions,  vol.  1,     17.  Halleck  t.  Qay,  9  CaL  181,  70 
p.  328  et  seq.  Am.  Dec.  643. 

10.  Wyman  v.  Campbell,  6  Port.  18.  Davis  v.  Gaines,  104  U.  S.  386, 
(Ala.)  219,  31  Am.  Dec  677.  26  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  757;  HaUeck  v.  Gny, 

11.  Neville  V.  Kenney,  125  Ala.  149,  9  Cal.  181,  70  Am.  Dec.  643;  Nolan 
28  So.  452,  82  A.  S.  R.  230.  v.  Barrett,  122  Mo.  181,  26  S.  W.  692, 

12.  Mcpherson  v.  Cnnliff,  11  Serg.  43  A.  S.  R.  672;  Moore  v.  Shnltz,  13 
ft  R.  (Pa.)  422,  14  Am.  Dec.  642;  Pa.  St.  98,  53  Am.  Dee.  446.  See  gen- 
Soles  T.  Hiekman,  29  Pa.  St  842,  72  erally,  Judicial  Sauk.  And  m«  infra, 
Am.  Dee.  635.  par.  478  et  seq.,  as  to  satee  under 

IS.  Wyman       CtmpMi,  6  Port  testamentaiy  power. 


491,  86  Am.  Dec.  643  and  note. 


16.  McGuinness  v.  Wbalen,  16  R. 
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371.  Jurisdictional  Facts. — When  the  jurisdiction  of  a  court  over 
the  land  of  a  decedent  exists  only  for  the  purpose  of  sale  upon  the 
happening  of  designated  conditions,  these  conditions  must  be  present 
before  the  court  can  act.**  So,  if  an  order  of  court  for  the  sale  of 
the  land  of  a  decedent  is  made  when  circumstances  do  not  exist  which 
must  concur  as  the  basis  of  the  order,  there  is  a  lack  of  jurisdiction.** 
There  is  some  difference  among  the  authorities  as  to  what  facts  are 
jurisdictional,  but  the  consensus  of  opinion  appears  to  be  that  proper 
notice  must  be  given  to  all  persons  interested,  a  petition  in  proper 
form  must  be  filed  with  the  court,  and  the  personal  estate  must 
be  insufUcient  to  pay  the  debts.*  There  should  also  be  a  judicial 
hearing  and  finding  as  to  the  existence  of  the  jurisdictional  facts.* 

Statutory  Proceedingt  for  Sale 

372.  ITecessity  of  Compliance  with  Statutes. — In  the  absence  of  a 
will,  legislation  is  the  exclusive  source  of  the  power  of  an  executor 
or  administrator  to  sell  real  estate'  and  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
probate  court  in  reference  to  proceedings  for  such  sale.*  In  this 
connection  a  court  of  probate  exercises  a  special  statutory  power,  and 
not  one  that  pertains  to  the  ordinary  settlement  of  the  estate,'  and 
it  is  frequently  declared  that  the  statute  must  be  followed  strictly  * 
in  all  material  respects,'  otherwise  the  sale  will  be  held  to  be  void.^ 
In  other  words,  strict  compliance  with  statutory  prerequisites  is  deemed 
to  be  jurisdictional,*  as  regards  both  the  person  and  the  res,**>  and  it 
has  been  held  that  a  court  has  no  power  to  order  the  sale  until  the 
jurisdictional  facta  prescribed  by  law  have  been  ascertained  of  record.** 

19.  Root  V.  MeFeirin,  37  Miss.  17,  9,  51  Am.  Dec.  102;  Carrie  v.  Stewart, 
76  Am.  Dec  49.  27  Miss.  52,  61  Am.  Dec.  500;  Carr  v. 

20.  Withers      Patterson,  27  Tex.  HuU,  65  Ohio  St.  394,  62  N.  E.  439, 
491,  86  Am.  Dec.  643.   See  also  Rich-  87  A.  S.  R.  623,  58  L.R.A.  641. 
ardson  t.  Butler,  82  Cal.  174,  23  Pao.     Note :  66  Am.  Dec.  66. 

9,  16  A.  S.  R.  101,  holding  that,  when  7.  Worthy  v.  Johnson,  8  Ga.  236, 

there  are  no  debts,  a  sale  may  be  62  Am.  Deo.  399;  Reynolds  v.  Wilson, 

made  to  pronde  for  a  family  allowance  15  lit.  394,  60  Am.  Dec.  753;  Morrow 

and  future  expenses  of  administration,  v.  Weed,  4  la.  77,  66  Am.  Dec.  122. 

1.  See  infra,  par.  374,  380,  397.  8.  Worten  t.  Howard,  2  Smedes  A 

5.  Root  T.  HcFeirin,  37  Miss.  17,  M.  (Miss.)  527,  41  Am.  Dec.  607; 
76  Am.  Dec.  49.  Stevenson  v.  MeReary,  12  Smedes  &  M. 

3.  Notes:  66  Am.  Dee.  66;  79  A.  8.  (Mias.)  9, 51  Am.  Dee.  102;  Gelstrop  v. 
R.  82.  Moore,  26  Miss.  206,  69  Am.  Dee.  254; 

4.  Wyman  t.  Campbell,  6  Port.  Martin  v.  Williams,  42  Miss.  210,  97 
(Ala.)  210,  31  Am.  Dee.  677.  Am.  Dec  456. 

6.  Dorranee  v.  Raysford,  67  Conn.  1,  9.  Clark  t.  Thompson,  47  HL  25,  96 
34  Atl.  706,  62  A.  S.  R.  266.  Am.  Dec  467  and  note 

6.  Doe  T.  Roe,  4  Qa.  148,  48  Am.  10.  Stevenson  v.  MeReary,  12 
Dec  216;  Gibson  v.  Roll,  27  HI.  88,  Smedes  &  M.  (Miss.)  9,  61  Am.  Dea 
81  Am.  Dec  218  and  note;  Stevenson  102. 

V.  UcBeaxy,  12  Smedes  ft  M.  (Miss.)     11.  Root  t.  MeFerrixk,  37  Hiss.  17, 
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In  some  jurisdictions,  however,  there  is  a  strong  tendency  towards  a 
more  liberal  construction  of  the  authorizing  statutes.'*  It  has  been 
held  that  mere  technical  objections  will  not  be  permitted  to  overthrow 
title  to  lands  honestly  acquired  under  a  probate  sale,  where  there  is 
no  pretense  tiiat  the  sale  was  in  fact  fraudulent,  or  without  adequate 
consideration,  or  in  any  way  unfair."  And  it  has  been  said  that  in 
cases  where  title  to  real  estate  will  be  injuriously  affected  by  holding 
probate  courts  to  great  strictness  of  proceeding,  a  fair  and  liberal  con- 
struction should  be  given  to  their  acts  whenever  such  can  legally  be 
done,  and  that  in  exercising  its  jurisdiction  the  court  need  not  comply 
literally  with  the  provisions  of  the  statute,  a  substantial  compliance 
being  enough.'*  And  the  same  is  held  of  the  acts  of  the  executor  or 
administrator  conducting  the  sale,  a  strict  and  literal  compliance 
not  being  exacted  of  him  in  all  cases,  just  as  it  is  not  required  of  the 
court  itself.'*  But  though  the  rules  requiring  a  strict  compliance 
with  the  statutory  requirements  have  thus  been  relaxed,  somewhat  in 
favor  of  innocent  purchasers,  they  are  applied  with  full  force  against 
executors  and  administrators  purchasing  at  their  own  sales  and  against 
those  subsequently  deriving  title  from  tiiem  through  an  execution 
sale." 

373.  Validity  of  Special  tegislation^Kot  infrequently  special 

laws  are  enacted  authorizing  or  conBrming  in  particular  instances 
the  sale  of  real  estate  of  a  decedent  by  his  executor  or  administrator 
under  circumstances  not  falling  within  the  general  statutes.  Such 
laws  may  be  unconstitutional  and  invalid  "  as  being  in  contravention 
of  the  constitutional  provisions  that  no  person  may  be  deprived  of 
his  property  without  due  process  of  law,"  or  as  impairing  vested 
rights  of  heirs  or  distributees  interested  in  the  estate."  They  may 
also  be  invalid  as  amounting  to  an  improper  exercise  of  judicial 
authority  by  the  legislative  department  of  government,"  or  as  im- 
properly and  unjustifiably  hindering  and  delaying  creditors  in  the 
recovery  of  their  debts.'  For  example,  it  has  been  held  that  a  special 

75  Am.  Dec  49.  See  generally,  636,  15  Atl.  379,  7  A.  S.  R.  802,  1 
Courts,  vol.  7,  p.  1032.  L.R.A.  79;  Russell  v.  Russell,  36  N. 

12.  Goforth  v.  Longworth,  4  Ohio  Y.  581,  93  Am.  Dec.  540. 

129, 19  Am.  Dec.  688;  Lynch  v.  Baxter,  18.  Pryor  v.  Downey,  50  Cal.  388, 
4  Tex.  431,  51  Am.  Dec.  735.  19  Am.  Rep.  656, 

13.  Richardson  v.  Butler.  82  Cal.  19.  See  Cohsxitutiokal  Law,  vol. 
174,  23  Pac.  9,  16  A.  S.  R.  101  and  6,  p.  314. 

note.  20.  Pryor  v.  Downey,  50  Cal.  388, 19 

U.  Stuart  V.  Allen,  16  Cal.  473,  76  Am.  Rep.  656;  Ervine's  Appeal,  16  Pa. 

Am.  Dec.  551.  St  256,  55  Am.  Dee.  499;  Jones  v. 

IB.  Jackson  v.  Astor,  1  Pin.  (Wis.)  Perry,  10  Yerg.  (Tenn.)  69,  30  Am. 

137,  39  Am.  Dec.  281.  Dec.  430.   See  ConstitdtiOhal  Law, 

16.  Wortbv  V.  Johnson,  8  Oa.  236,  vol.  6,  p.  160  et  seq. 

52  Am.  Dec.  399.  See  infra,  par.  442.     1.  Campbell's  Case,  2  Bland  (Ifd.) 

17.  Lindley  v.  O'ReiUy,  50  N.  J.  £q.  209,  20  Ann.  Cas.  360. 
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act  providing  for  the  sale  of  a  decedent's  land  without  notice  to  the 
heirs,  and  for  the  application  of  the  proceeds  to  the  claims  of  the 
administrator  and  another  person  against  the  estate,  for  moneys 
advcmced  and  liabilities  incurred  by  them  on  its  account,  and  require 
ing  the  administrator  to  make  deeds  to  the  purchasers  of  the  land, 
and  to  give  bond  to  the  heirs  foi;  the  proper  application  of  the  pro- 
ceeds  has  been  held  to  be  unconstitutional  as  an  exercise  of  judicial 
power,  and  because  the  heirs  were  thereby  disseised  of  their  freehold 
without  the  judgment  of  their  peers  as  the  law  of  the  land.'  Such 
special  statutes  may  also  be  unconstitutional  as  embodying  a  finding 
of  facts  by  the  legislature  in  excess  of  its  powers.  Thus  a  special  law 
may  be  iuvalid  where  the  reasons  for  its  passage  rest  on  the  supposed 
existence  of  debts  to  be  paid,  and  an  insufficiency  of  personal  assets 
available  for  that  purpose,  and  where  the  legislature  had  no  constitu- 
tional power  to  And  and  determine  the  fact  that  there  were  such 
debts  owing  by  the  decedent.*  Yet  a  special  act  empowering  the 
administrator  to  sell  the  decedent's  land  is  not  necessarily  uncon- 
stitutional.* Such  a  law  has  been  upheld,  where  it  authorized  the 
sale  of  certain  realty  of  the  decedent  so  as  to  hasten  its  improvement 
and  increase  the  value  of  the  residue.*  Occasionally  valid  laws  are 
passed  ratifying  sales  previously  made  by  executors  or  administrators.* 
So,  special  acts  authorizing  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  infant  heirs  to  pay 
the  debts  of  their  ancestor  are  sometimes  upheld.'  And  it  has  been 
held  that  where  a  devise  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  a  person  non  sui 
juris  is  deprived  of  its  beneficial  character  by  circumstances,  or  by  the 
inability  of  the  courts  to  effectuate  the  txust  in  accordance  with  the 
testator's  iptent,  the  legislature  may  enact  a  law  authorizing  the  pro- 
bate court  to  make  sale  of  the  lands  for  the  benefit  of  the  beneficiary, 
upon  his  petition  setting  forth  the  necessity  of  such  a  course.*  The 
basic  idea  of  some  of  these  casee  is  that,  where  by  the  law  of  the 
land  certain  persons,  because  of  defect  of  understanding,  immatur- 
ity, or  some  legal  disability,  are  held  to  be  incapable  of  disposing  of 
their  property,  and,  by  reason  of  supervening  circumstances,  are  hin- 
dered from  having  as  beneficial  use  of  it,  in  its  existing  shape  or  con- 
dition, as  the  testator  intended,  and  in  consequence  of  the  trusts, 
limitations,  or  other  provisions  attending  the  gift,  the  courts  cannot 
afford  relief,  in  such  cases  the  legislature,  representing  the  state,  may 

8.  Lane  v.  Dorman,  3  Scam.  (IlL)     6.  Doe  v.  Douglass,  S  Blackf.  (Ind.) 


S.  Davenport  v.  Toung,  16  III.  648,  6.  Townsend  v.  Tallant,  33  CaL  45, 

63  Am.  Dee.  320.  See  Constitutional  91  Am.  Dee.  617. 

L&w,  vol.  6,  p.  161.  7.  Eibby  v.  Chitwood,  4  T.  B.  Hon. 

See  supra,  par.  181  et  seq.,  as  to  lia-  (Ey.)  91, 16  Am.  Dee.  143. 


238,  36  Am.  Deo.  643  and  note. 


10.  44  Am.  Dee.  732. 


Irility  of  real  estate  frar  debts. 
4.  Williamson    v.    Williamson,  3 


8.  Todd  V.  Flonmoy,  56  Ala.  99,  28 
Am.  Rep.  758. 


Sraedes  &  M.  (Miss.)  716,  41  Am.  Dee. 
636. 


E.  C.  L,  Vol.  XI.— 21. 
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justly  interpOBe  by  a  3pecia1  enactment  and  authorize  the  property  to 
be  disposed  of  or  converted  for  the  benefit  of  such  persons,  provided 
they  themselves  might  so  dispose  of  it  if  sui  juris.*  When  valid,  the 
provisions  of  a  private  act  empowering  an  administrator  to  Bell  the 
decedent's  land  are  as  imperative  and  require  as  entire  obedience  as 
in  the  case  of  general  laws  applicable  thereto.'* 

Notice  a»  to  Proeeeding$ 

374.  Necessity  of  Notice  Generally. — Since  proceedings  by  an 
executor  or  administrator  of  an  estate  of  a  decedent  to  sell  real  estate 
are  odverse  to  the  heirs  at  law,*'  all  parties  in  interest  should  be  noti- 
fied,including,  of  course,  the  heirs  and  devisees,"  and  unless 
such  notice  is  given  the  probate  court  will  not  have  jurisdiction,** 
and  the  sale  will  be  void     and  pass  no  title  to  the  purchaser.** 

375.  Statutory  Requirements  as  to  Notice. — In  some  states  the 
statutes  require  that  the  notice  given  of  the  intended  sale  should  be 
a  public  notice,*'  advertised  for  a  designated  length  of  time  in  one 
or  more  newspapers.**  A  failure  to  comply  with  a  statutory  require- 
ment as  to  publication  of  notice  may  render  the  whole  proceedings 
void,  as,  for  example,  where  the  publication  is  for  twenty-four  days 
when  the  statute  requires  twenty-eight.*'  Similarly,  it  has  been  held 
that  an  administrator's  notice  of  an  application  for  the  sale  is  invalid 
and  the  sale  conveys  no  title,  where  the  statute  provides  that  the 
first  publication  of  the  notice  must  be  at  least  six  weeks  before  the 
presenting  of  the  petition,  and  there  are  less  than  six  weeks  between 

9.  Todd  T.  Flonrooy,  66  Ala.  99,  28  Kais,  77  Kan.  702,  95  Pae.  412,  127 
Am.  Rep.  758.  A.  S.  R.  456. 

10.  Williamson  Williamson,  3  15.  Dorrance  t.  Raynsford,  67  Conn. 
Smedes  &  M.  (Miss.)  715, 41  Am.  Dec  1,  S4  Atl.  706.  52  A.  S.  R.  266;  Doe 
636.  V.  Bowen,  8  Ind.  197,  65  Am.  Dee.  758 

11.  Graden  v.  Mais,  77  Kan.  702,  and  note.  See  infra,  par.  459,  as  to 
05  Pflc.  412, 127  A.  S.  R.  456.  avoidance  of  sale. 

12.  Morris  v.  Hogle,  37  III.  150,  87  16.  Gibson  v.  Roll,  30  111.  172.  83 
Am^-Dee.  243.  See  in&a,  par.  378,  as  Am.  Dec.  181;  Thornton  v,  Mulquinne, 
to  particular  persons  entitled  to  no-  12  la.  549,  79  Am.  Dec.  548;  Frendi 
tice.  V.  Hoyt,  6  N.  H.  370,  25  Am.  Dee. 

IS.  Graden  ▼.  Mais,  77  Kan.  702,  464;  Merrill  v.  Harris,  26  N.  H.  142, 

95  Pae.  412.  127  A.  S.  R.  456;  Merrill  57  Am.  Dee.  350. 
V.  Harris,  26  N.  H.  142,  57  Am.  Dec.     17.  Dorrance  v.  Raynsford,  67  G«aui. 

359;  Perry  v.  Adams,  98  N.  C.  107,  1,  34  Atl.  706,  52  A.  8.  R.  266. 
3  S.  E.  729.  2  A.  S.  R.  326;  Adams  v.     18.  Doe  v.  Roe,  4  Ga.  148,  48  Am. 

Jeffries,  12  Ohio  253,  40  Am.  Dee.  477.  Dec.  218;  Morrow  v.  Weed,  4  la.  77, 

14.  Doe  V.  Bowen,  8  Ind.  197,  65  66  Am.  Dee.  122;  Robbma  v.  Boul- 

Am.  Dec.  758  and  note;  Mickel  v.  ware,  190  Mo.  33,  88  S.  W.  674,  109 

Hicks,  19  Kan.  578,  27  Am.  Rep.  161;  A.  S.  R.  746. 

Thompson  v.  Burge,  60  Kan.  649,  57     19.  Toung  v.  Downey,  145  Mo.  250, 

Pae.  110,  72  A.  S.  R.  369;  Graden  v.  46  S.  W.  1086,  68  A.  8.  R.  568. 
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the  first  publication  of  the  notice  and  the  time  specified  therein  for 
the  presenting  of  the  petition,  notwithstanding  that  the  petition  is 
in  fact  presented  after  the  time  so  speciBed,  and  after  the  lapse  of 
mx  weeks.'  As  a  general  rule  a  substantial  compliance  with  the  stat- 
ute requiring  advertisements  of  the  sale  is  sufficient,  and  a  strict  and 
literal  compliance  is  not  exacted  *  But  it  has  been  held  that  publi- 
cation of  the  notice  realty  according  to  the  statute  cannot  be  dis- 
pensed with  except  in  the  event  of  personal  service  or  of  written 
assent  to  the  sale  by  all  persons  interested  in  the  estate.' 

376.  Manner  of  Giving  Notice. — The  notice  required  to  be  given 
of  sales  by  executors  and  administrators  may  be  either  by  personal 
service  or  by  public  advertising,*  or  posting  in  one  or  more  public 
places  *  as  required  by  statute  or  order  of  court*  When  the  laws 
provide  for  notice  by  publication  this  method  of  bringing  construfr 
tive  knowledge  to  all  the  parties  in  interest  is  considered  adequate 
so  as  to  confer  jurisdiction  on  the  proper  court  in  the  proceedings 
for  the  sale  of  tlie  decedent's  real  estate.'  In  some  states  this  juris- 
diction is  conferred  by  publication  of  notice  to  all  the  heirs  after 
an  order  of  the  court  rather  than  by  the  mere  publication  of  notice 
of  an  intended  application  to  the  court.  It  has  been  held  that  an 
order  of  publication  is  necessary  to  give  a  probate  court  jurisdiction 
to  order  a  sale  of  land  for  the  payment  of  debts.*  Where  the  court 
is  given  authority  to  determine  what  kind  of  notice  must  be  given, 
it  has  been  held  that  no  right  to  give  any  notice  exists  until  the 
court  has  made  its  determination  and  that  the  court's  determination 
of  a  particular  kind  of  notice  does  not  relate  back  so  as  to  ratify 
unauthorized  acts  of  notice.*  The  general  rule  appears  to  be  that 
where  the  power  of  prescribing  notice  is  vested  in  the  probate  court 
a  failure  to  comply  with  its  commands  as  to  such  notice  is  fatal. 
Thus,  where  the  order  of  sale  directs  six  weeks'  notice  of  the  sale 
to  be  given,  a  shorter  notice  renders  the  sale  invalid.*'  It  has  also 
been  held  that  the  sale  is  void  for  want  of  jurisdiction  where  the  notice 
which  is  required  by  the  statute  to  be  published  for  four  successive 
weeks  in  a  paper  deagnated  by  the  court  is  published  three  weeks  in 

1.  Gibson  v.  Roll,  30  HI.  172, 83  Am.  6.  See  generally!  Notice;  Pubuoa- 
Dec.  181.  Tiow. 

2.  Jackson  v.  Astor,  1  Pin.  (Wis.)      7.  Gondy  v.  Hall,  36  III.  313,  87 


3.  Townsend  v.  Tallant,  33  Cal.  45,  8.  Cunningham  v.  Anderson,  107 
91  Am.  Dec  617.  Mo.  371,  17  S.  W.  972,  28  A.  8.  B. 

4.  Gibson  V.  RoU,  27  lU.  88,  81  Am.  417. 

Dee.  210;  Clark  v.  Thompson,  47  Bl.  9.  Mickel  v.  Hidn,  10  Eaa.  678,  27 
25,  95  Am.  Dec  457  and  note.  Am.  Rep.  161. 

6.  Stevenson  v.  McReary,  12  Smedes  10.  Reynolds  v.  Wibon,  15  111.  394, 
A  M.  (Min.)  9,  51  Am.  Dee.  102.       60  Am.  Dee.  769. 
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the  paper  so  designated  and  the  fourth  week  in  one  designated  by 
the  administrator,  the  other  paper  having  ceased  publioation.^^ 

377.  Form  and  Contents  of  Notice. — The  notice  usually  designates 
the  time  and  place  when  a  hearing  will  be  had  on  the  application  to 
the  court  for  permission  to  sell  the  real  estate.  In  some  jurisdictions 
notice  is  sufficient  as  to  time  of  hearing  when  the  term  at  which 
it  is  to  be  heard  is  given,  without  any  day  being  specified.**  But 
it  has  been  held  that  an  executor's  sale  and  conveyance  of  real  estate 
is  void  and  will  be  set  aside,  where  the  executor  gives  notice  to  the 
heirs  that  he  would  apply  at  a  certain  term  of  the  court  for  a  license 
to  sell,  but  he  makes  no  application  at  that  term,  and  without  further 
notice  applies  at  a  subsequent  term."  When  no  special  form  of  such 
notice  is  prescribed  by  statute,  the  notice  should  not  be  subjected  to 
hypercriticism.  The  criterion  is  whether  a  person  reading  the  notice 
would  be  advised  of  the  time  and  place  when  and  where  the  petiljon 
would  be  presented  and  of  its  objects.**  In  designating  the  term 
when  the  application  will  be  made  by  the  use  of  the  customary  name, 
such  as  "December  term,"  it  is  not  a  fatal  omission  to  fail  to  add 
the  word  "next,"  or  to  state  the  year."  Nor  is  it  necessary  that 
the  notice  which  designates  the  county  seat  should  also  specify  in 
what  county  or  state  the  court  is  to  be  held  at  which  application 
is  to  be  made." 

378.  Right  of  Particular  Persons  to  Notice.— Tn  the  application  of 

the  rule  that  persons  interested  must  be  notified,"  it  has  been  held 
that  an  order  for  the  sale  of  the  real  estate  of  a  decedent  is  invalid  if 
persons  in  whom  a  contingent  remainder  is  vested  by  the  will  of  the 
decedent  are  not  cited  to  appear,  and  given  an  opportunity  to  resist  the 
granting  of  such  order.**  So  also,  the  alienee  of  a  devisee  has  been 
held  to  be  a  party  in  interest  and  entitled  to  notice.*'  And  in  a  suit 
to  compel  an  executor  to  exercise  a  power  of  sale  contained  in  a  will  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  money  with  which  to  pay  debta  of  the  testator, 
his  daughter,  who  was  one  of  his  heirs  at  law  and  who,  as  devisee 
under  the  will,  was  entitled  to  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  a  specified 
farm  after  the  payment  of  all  claims  against  his  estate,  was  held 
to  be  a  necessary  party.**^  But  strangers  and  those  not  recognized 
as  being  interested  have  no  right  to  be  notified  or  to  be  made  parties 

11.  Townsend  v.  Tallant,  33  Cal.  45,  15.  Finch  v.  Sink,  46  El.  169,  92 
91  Am.  Dec.  617,  Am.  Dec.  246  and  note. 

12.  Ooudy  V.  Hall,  36  HI.  313,  87  16.  Moore  v.  Neil,  39  HI.  256,  89 
Am.  Dec.  217  and  note;  Finch  v.  Sink,  Am.  Dec.  303. 

46  HI.  169,  92  Am.  Dec.  246.  17.  See  supra,  par.  374. 

13.  Morris  v.  Hogle,  37  111.  150,  87  18.  Wilson  v.  White,  109  N.  T.  69, 
Am.  Dec.  243.   See  infra,  par.  386,  as  15  N.  E.  749,  4  A.  S.  R.  420. 

to  time  and  place  of  sale.  19.  Soles  v.  Hickman,  29  Pa.  St. 

14.  Oondy  v.  Hall,  36  HI.  313,  87  342,  72  Am.  Dec.  636. 

Am.  Dec.  217;  Finch  Sink,  46  HL  20.  Holly  v.  Gibbons,  176  N.  T.  520, 
169,  92  Am.  Dec.  24«.  68  N.  E.  889,  98  A.  S.  R.  694. 
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and  have  no  standing  to  object  to  irregularities  in  the  proceedings 
as  to  the  sale  of  the  decedent's  land.  So  a  stranger  cannot  take 
advantage  of  mere  irregularities  in  the  service  of  the  notice,  so  as 
to  defeat  the  purchaser's  title.*  Kor,  it  is  held,  has  the  wife  of  a 
devisee  of  real  estate  any  such  interest  as  will  entitle  her  to  notice 
of  a  petition  of  the  devisor's  administrator  for  license  to  sell  it  for 
the  payment  of  debts,  legacies,  and  charges  of  administration.*  It 
has  also  been  held  that  a  sale  of  a  decedent's  real  estate  to  pay  debts 
in  an  action  for  the  settlement  of  the  estate  will  not  be  set  aside 
because  a  person  who  claims  to  be  a  creditor,  but  who  has  not  estab- 
lished his  claim,  was  not  made  a  party  to  the  proceedings.* 

379.  Notice  to  Minors. — A  minor  heir  is  entitled  to  notice  of  the 
sale  proceedings,*  even  though  the  administratrix  is  his  mother  and 
no  guardian  has  been  appointed.*  And  service  by  leaving  a  copy 
of  the  summons  with  the  widow,  the  mother  of  the  heirs,  and  inform- 
ing her  of  its  contents,  is  void  when  she  is  the  real,  though  not  the 
nominal,  petitioner,  and  is  acting  adversely  to  the  interests  of  such 
heirs.*  Nor,  where  an  administtator's  sale  is  void  as  to  a  minor  heir 
for  want  of  due  service  of  process,  is  he  estopped  to  disregard  the 
sale  and  enforce  partition  by  the  fact  that  his  mother,- who  purchased 
the  property  as  the  principal  creditor  of  the  estate,  has  furnished  him 
care,  maintenance  and  education.'  It  has  been  held  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  guardian  to  represent  the  minor  is  jurisdictional.*  Where 
the  same  person  is  guardian  and  administrator  it  has  even  been 
held  necessary  that  a  new  guardian  ad  litem  should  be  appointed.* 
It  has  also  been  held,  however,  that  the  order  of  sale  was  not  void 
because  a  guardian  ad  litem  was  appointed  on  the  same  day  on 
which  notice  was  given  and  again  on  the  same  day  the  guardian 
entered  his  appearance  and  consented  to  an  order  of  sale,  which  was 
then  accordingly  made.'*  Minor  heirs  are  bound  by  an  order  of 
sale  for  the  payment  of  debts,  where  they  actually  have  an  appear- 
ance entered  for  them  in  court  by  their  guardian,  pending  the  peti- 
tion of  the  administrator  for  such  order,  although  they  are  not  named 
in  Uie  petition.*' 

1.  Overton  v.  Cranford,  52  N.  C.  6.  Heppe  v.  Szczepanski,  209  111. 
415,  78  Am.  Dec  244.  88,  70  N.  E.  737,  101  A.  S.  R.  221. 

2.  Harrington  t.  Harrington,  13  7.  Mantemacb  v.  Studt,  240  III.  464, 
Gray  (Mass.)  613,  74  Am.  Dec.  648.  88  N.  E.  1000,  130  A.  S.  R.  282. 

3.  Costigan  v.  Truesdefl,  119  Ky.  8.  Bloom  v.  Burdick,  1  Hill  (N.  T.) 
70,  83  S,  W.  98,  115  A.  S.  R.  241.      130,  37  Am.  Dec.  299. 

4.  Townsend  v.  Tallant,  33  Cal.  45,     9.  Towosend  v.  Tallant,  33  Cat  45, 
91  Am.  Dec.  617 ;  Heppe  t.  Sseze-  91  Am.  Qec.  617. 
panski,  209  111.  88,  70  N.  E.  737, 101     10.  Stuart  v.  AUen,  16  Cal.  473,  76 


6.  French  v.  H^yt,  6  N.  H.  370,  25     11.  Ewing  v.  Higby,  7  Ohio  108,  pt 


A.  S.  R.  221. 


Am.  Dec.  551. 


Am.  Dee.  464. 


1,  28  Am.  Dec.  633. 


325 


Digitized  by 


H  380,  381       EXECUTORS  AND  AOMINISTBAIOfiS       11  B.  C.  L 


Peiiiion  for  Sale 

380.  Petition  as  Conferring  Jurisdiction. — ^In  order  tc  effect  a  sale 
of  real  estate  of  a  decedent  for  the  purpose  of  paying  his  debts  it 
is  customary  for  the  executor  or  administrator  to  present  to  the  pro- 
bate court  a  petition  praying  for  an  order  for  such  sale.**  The  court's 
jurisdiction  to  order  the  sale  does  not  inhere  in  its  general  authority 
over  the  administration  of  the  estate,  but  is  invoked  by  the  petition 
for  the  sale,'*  The  power  of  the  court  in  the  premises  does  not  arise 
till  a  petition  is  presented  by  the  administrator  or  other  proper  party. 
When  a  proper  petition  is  filed,  then  jurisdiction  over  the  particular 
matter  is  acquired,**  It  seems  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court 
essentially  depends  on  the  averments  of  the  petition  and  not  on  the 
truth  or  falsity  of  such  averments,**  Hence  if  the  petition  presented 
is  sufficient  on  its  face,  the  court  will  not  in  collateral  proceedings 
inquire  whether  its  averments  were  true  or  false.** 

381.  Form  of  Petition  Generally. — In  order  to  confer  jurisdiction 
the  petition  must  disclose  the  jurisdictional  facts.*'  Otherwise  the 
purchaser  may  acquire  no  legal  title,  though  he  may  be  recognized 
as  having  an  equitable  title  enforceable  against  the  heirs  who  receive 
their  share  of  the  purchase  money.**  The  reason  for  this  rule  appears 

.  to  lie  in  the  fact  that  the  necessity  for  a  sale  is  not  a  matter  for 
the  executor  or  administrator  to  determine,  but  is  a  conclusion  which 
the  court  must  draw  from  the  facts  stated,  and  the  petition  therefore 
must  furnish  the  materials  for  its  judgment.**  The  essential  aver- 
ments necessarily  vary  in  the  several  states.  As  an  illustration  of  ft 
proper  petition  it  may  be  stated  that  a  petition  was  upheld  where 
it  alleged  that  the  estate  was  owing  debts  to  a  certain  amount,  that 
the  personal  property  of  such  estate  was  insufficient  to  pay  such  debts, 
and  that  the  will  of  the  decedent  gave  no  power  to  sell  his  lands 

12.  Hoore  ▼.  Cottingbam,  113  Ala.  16.  Atkins  v.  Kinnan,  20  Wend.  (N. 

148,  20  So.  994,  69  A.  S.  R.  100;  West  Y.)  241«  32  Am.  Deo.  634;  Hodge  t. 

V.  Burgie,  76  Ark.  616,  88  S.  W.  657,  Fabian,  31  S.  C.  212,  9  S.  £.  820,  17 

6  Ann.  Gas.  706.  A.  S.  R.  25. 

IS.  Richardson  t.  Batler,  82  CaL  17.  Wilson  t.  Holt,  83  Ala.  528,  3 

174,  23  Pac.  9,  16  A.  S.  R.  101.  So.  321,  3  A.  8.  R.  768;  Pryor  t. 

14.  Neville  v.  Eenney,  125  Ala.  149,  Downey,  50  Cal.  388,  19  Am.  Rep. 
28  So.  452,  82  A.  S.  R.  230  ;  Long  v.  656;  Richardson  v.  Batler.  82  Cal.  174» 
Burnett,  13  la.  28,  81  Am.  Dec,  420;  23  Pao.  9, 16  A.  S.  R.  101;  HeOowan 
Atkins  Kinnan,  20  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  v.  Lufbnrrow,  82  Qa.  523,  9  S.  E.  427, 
241,  32  Am.  Dec.  534;  Hodge  v.  14  A.  S.  R.  178;  Iverson  t.  Loberg, 
Fabian,  31  S.  C.  212,  9  S.  E.  820,  17  26  111.  179,  79  Am.  Dec  364.  See 
A.  S.  R.  25;  Lynch  r.  Baxter,  4  Tex.  supra,  par.  371,  as  to  what  are  joria- 
431,  51  Am.  Dee.  735.  dictional  facts. 

15.  Stuart  v.  Allen,  16  CaL  473,  76  18.  Wilaon  t.  Holt,  83  Ala.  628,  3 
Am.  Dec  551;  Richardson      Butler,  So.  321,  3  A.  S.  R.  768. 

82  Cal.  174,  23  Pac  9,  16  A.  8.  R.  19.  Pryor  v.  Dmey,  60  CaL  386, 
lOL  19  Am.  Rep.  656. 
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for  the  payment  of  his  debta"*  As  a  practical  matter  the  filing  of 
a  petition  containing  the  information  needed  for  the  reaching  of  a 
proper  decision  of  the  court  as  to  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  the 
proposed  sale  is  conducive  to  the  orderly  conduct  of  the  administra^ 
tion  and  may  avoid  expensive  blunders.' 

382.  Essential  Averments. — It  is  generally  considered  that  two  of 
the  requisite  avermentB  of  petitions  for  the  sale  of  a  decedent's  lands 
are  that  there  are  unpaid  debts  of  the  decedent  and  that  there  is 
not  sufficient  personalty  to  pay  the  amount  of  such  debts.*  Other- 
wise  expressed,  the  rule  is  that  the  court  before  making  the  ord^ 
of  sale  should  be  satisfied  that  there  are  unpaid  debts  properly  charge- 
able upon  the  real  estate  and  that  the  real  estate  described  in  the 
petition  is  bound  by  the  lien  of  these  debts,  and  that  it  is  necessary 
to  have  recourse  to  the  land  to  enable  the  administrator  or  executor 
to  pay  them.*  Under  the  variant  practice  of  the  several  states,  the 
petition  must  set  forth  the  amount  of  the  personal  property  which 
has  come  to  the  hands  of  the  representative,^  or  an  account  by  the 
personal  representative  must  be  tiled,  together  with  a  list  of  debts 
due  to  and  by  the  deceased  and  remaining  unpaid,  and  an  inventory 
of  the  real  estate  and  of  the  remaining  personal  estate  with  its  appraised 
value,*  and  must  negative  the  existence  of  any  power  to  sell  with- 
out the  order  asked  for.*  Not  all  statutory  averments,  however,  axe 
necessarily  jurisdictional.  For  example,  the  failure  to  allege  the 
condition  and  value  of  the  real  estate  as  required  by  stetute  has  been 
held  not  a  jurisdictional  defect  such  as  would  render  the  sale  baaed 
thereon  void  or  open  to  collateral  atteck.' 

383.  Sufficiency  of  Allegations. — Sufficiency  in  the  matter  of  alleg- 
ing the  prerequisites  to  the  right  to  sell  the  decedent's  realty,  depends 
largely,  of  course,  on  the  terms  of  the  particular  statute  from  which 
Che  power  to  sell  is  derived.  All,  therefore,  that  here  properly  may 
be  attempted  is  to  set  forth  salient  holdings,  which,  of  course,  are 
subject  to  variation  in  their  application  according  to  such  differenti- 
ation as  may  be  made  between  the  statutes  of  the  several  stetes.  Thus, 
the  statute  may  require  the  debts  to  be  listed ;  ^  but  otherwise  it  seems 

20.  Moora  v.  Cottingbam,  112  Ala.  36  L.R.A.  834. 
148,  20  So.  094,  59  A.  S.  R.  100.         4.  Gregory  v.  Taber,  19  CaL  397,  79 

1.  Smith  V.  Wildman,  177  Pa.  St  Am.  Dec.  219. 

245,  35  Atl.  1047,  66  A.  S.  B.  760,  36  5.  Young  v.  Downey,  145  Mo.  250, 

L.R.A.  834.  46  S.  W.  1086,  68  A.  S.  R.  668. 

2.  Moore  v.  Cotting^iam,  113  Ala.  6.  Wilson  v.  Holt,  83  Ala.  528,  3 
148,  20  So.  994,  69  A.  8.  R.  100;  So.  321,  3  A.  S.  R.  768. 

Neville  v.  Kenney,  125  Ala.  149,  28  7.  Plains  Land,  etc,  Ca  v.  Lynch, 

So.  452,  82  A.  S.  R.  230;  Stuart  v.  38  Mont.  271,  99  Pac.  847,  129  A.  8. 

Allen,  16  Cat.  473,  76  Am.  Dee.  661.  R.  645  and  note. 

See  also  infra,  par.  397.  8.  Young  v.  Downey,  146  Mo.  260, 

3.  Smith  V.  Wildman,  178  Pa.  St.  46  &  W.  1086,  68  A.  8.  B.  568. 
245,  35  Atl.  1047,  56  A.  B.  R.  760, 
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that  in  averring  the  indebtedness  of  the  decedent  it  is  not  necessary 
.to  specify  the  debts,  nor  is  any  particular  form  of  averment  required, 
but  it  is  sufficient  to  allege  in  general  terms  the  existence  of  debts;' 
and  it  has  been  held  that  if  any  one  of  the  several  items  of  debts 
is  sufficiently  stated,  jurisdiction  to  order  a  sale  will  attach.**  So, 
the  petition  may  sufficiently  show  the  decedent's  legal  title  or  equi- 
table right  in  the  land  sought  to  be  subjected,  when  it  alleges  that 
be  "died  seised  and  possessed  of  certain  interests  and  rights"  therein 
not  definitely  known  to  the  petitioner;**  or  it  may  properly  refer 
to  the  schedules  of  the  inventory  of  the  estate  for  a  particular  descrip- 
tion of  the  land.*'  Even  the  absence  of  a  verified  exhibit  showing 
the  condition  of  the  estate  and  what  debts  have  been  allowed  at  the 
time  application  itf  made  for  the  order  to  sell  land,  has  been  held 
not  to  render  the  sale  made  thereunder  subject  to  collateral  attack.** 
And,  generally,  it  seems,  the  petition  will  not,  on  appeal,  be  held 
insufficient  as  to  the  allegation  of  indebtedness  to  give  the  surrogate 
jurisdiction  merely  because  the  decedent  is  indebted  to  the  peti- 
tioner in  a  certain  sum,  where  no  application  is  made  to  have  the 
claim  made  more  specific,  or  to  have  the  facts  stated  out  of  which 
it  arose.**  Nor  is  tl^e  order  of  sale  invalidated  by  indefiniteness  and 
discrepancy  in  the  description  of  the  land  in  the  petition,  even  when 
the  same  defect  runs  throughout  the  proceedings,  including  the  report 
of  sale  and  deed,  if  it  appears  that  the  land  sold  and  conveyed  is 
within  the  description  in  the  petition  and  order  of  sale.  In  such 
case  parol  evidence  is  admissible  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  the  boundar 
ries  of  and  identifying  the  land  sold,  according  to  the  data  furnished 
by  the  deed.*' 

384.  Who  Hay  File  Petition;  Time. — The  decision  whether  a 
petition  shall  be  presented  for  the  sale  of  lands  of  a  decedent  for 
the  payment  of  his  debts  primarily  rests  with  the  personal  repre- 
sentative. Sometimes  it  is  held  th£it  he  alone  can  initiate  the  pro- 
ceedings;*' and  even  a  statute  providing  ^at  an  administoitor  or 
executor  shall  not  be  required  to  sell  property  of  the  estate  except 
on  the  petition  of  one  of  the  persons  therein  mentioned,  does  not 
necessarily  prevent  or  prohibit  the  personal  representative  from  apply- 
ing for  and  obtaining  an  order  of  sale  when  necessary  for  the  payment 
of  debts  or  the  settlement  of  ihe  estate.*^   It  has  been  held  that  a 

9.  Neville  t.  Kenney,  126  Ala.  149,  S.  W.  847,  27  A.  S.  R.  852. 

28  So.  452,  82  A.  S.  R.  230.  14.  Matter  of  Pirie,  198  N.  Y.  209, 

10.  Atkins  v.  Kinnan,  20  Wend.  (N.  91  N.  E.  587,  19  Ann.  Cas.  672. 

T.)  241,  32  Am.  Dee.  534.  16.  Doe  v.  Riley,  28  AU.  IH  66 

11.  Henley  v.  Johnston,  134  Ala.  Am.  Dec.  334. 

646,  32  So,  1009,  92  A.  S.  R.  48.  16.  Henley  v.  Johnston,  134  Ala. 

12.  Richardson  v.  Butler,  82  Cal.  646,  32  So.  1009,  92  A.  S.  R.  48. 
174,  23  Pac.  9,  16  A.  S.  R.  101.  .  17.  Alexander  v.  Hsverick,  18  Tex. 

13.  Lyne     Sanford,  82  Tex.  58, 19  179,  67  Ajd.  Dec.  693  and  note. 
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statute  providing  that  a  person  interested  in  tibe  estate  may  apply 
for  the  sale  of  the  real  estate  applies  only  to  such  persons  as  are 
entitied  to  a  distributive  share  in  such  estate,  so  that  a  person  who 
has  bought  the  interest  of  an  heir 'has  no  right  to  make  the  appli- 
cation, and  a  sale  based  on  his  petition  is  void.**  Where  an  admin- 
istrator gives  notice  that  he  will  apply,  at  a  certain  term  of  court, 
for  an  order  to  sell  lands  of  the  estate  for  the  payment  of  debts,  it 
has  been  held  that  he  must  file  his  application  at  the  term  desig- 
nated in  the  notice,  and  if  he  does  not  do  so  until  a  subsequent 
term  all  the  proceedings  under  it  are  void.  The  reason  for  this 
rule  is  that  on  the  giving  of  the  notice  and  the  failure  to  file  at 
the  term  specified  a  presumption  arises  that  the  application  is  aban- 
doned.'* The  same  holds  true  of  a  sale  by  an  executor.^**  It  may 
even  be  necessary  to  make  the  application  on  the  day  designated  in 
the  notice.  In  this  connection  it  has  been  said  that  persons  inter- 
ested are  bound,  after  proper  notice  of  an  application  for  the  sale, 
to  appear  and  attend  upon  the  court  during  the  whole  of  the  day 
specified  for  the  presenting  of  the  petition  for  sale,  but  if  dur* 
ing  that  day  no  petition  is  presented  they  may  presume  that  the 
purpose  of  presenting  it  is  abandoned  and  ^at  they  are  not  required 
to  attend  during  the  whole  term  to  see  if  any  move  will  be  made  in 
the  matter.* 

Manner  and  Time  of  Sale 

385.  Necessity  of  Public  Sale. — In  some  jurisdictions  a  probate 
court  may  order  a  sale  of  a  decedent's  land  at  either  public  or  private 
sale,  in  the  alternative,*  or  else  confirmation  may  save  a  private  sale 
from  being  void.'  But  in  a  number  of  jurisdictions  all  sales  by 
executors  and  administrators  must  be  public,  and  private  sales  are 
void.*  Under  this  view  even  an  order  of  court  confirming  the  sale 
will  not  be  effective  to  validate  it.*^  Even  where  a  private  sale  might 
properly  he  held  under  an  order  of  the  court  to  that  effect,  if  the 
court  in  fact  orders  a  public  sale  a  private  sale  cannot  properly  be 
made  under  it  In  such  a  case  the  fact  that  the  petition  to  the  court 
prays  for  an  allowance  of  a  private  sale  will  be  immaterial  if  the 

18.  Stark  v.  Eirehgraber,  186  Mo.  38  Mont.  271,  99  Pac.  847,  129  A.  S. 
633,  85  S.  W.  868,  105  A.  S.  R.  629.  R.  645. 

19.  Schnell  v.  Chicago,  38  111.  382,  3.  Apel  v.  Kelsey,  52  Ark.  341,  13 
87  Am.  Dec.  304.  S.  W.  703,  20  A.  S.  R.  183. 

20.  Morris  v.  Hogle,  37  111.  150,  87  4.  McArtbur  v.  Carrie,  32  Ala.  76, 
Am.  Dec  243.  70  Am.  Dee.  529;  Doe  v.  Roe,  4  Oft. 

1.  Gibson  t.  RoU,  27  lU.  88,  81  Am.  148,  48  Am.  Dee.  216. 

Dec.  219.  5.  Stuart  v.  Allen,  16  CaL  473,  78 

2.  Plains  Land,  etc.,  Co.  t.  Lyneb,  Am.  Dee.  661. 
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court  actually  orders  that  the  sale  be  public*  Parol  evidence  is  some- 
times admitted  to  show  that  the  sale  was  private,  and  not  public  as 
required  by  statute,  where  the  return  does  not  show  that  the  sale 
was  made  according  to  the  statute.'  On  the  other  hand,  declara- 
tions of  an  administrator  that  a  sale  of  intestate's  property,  made  by 
him,  was  private,,  and  therefore  void,  have  been  held  incompetent 
in  behalf  of  a  succeeding  administrator,  for  the  purpose  of  impeach- 
ing the  sale  and  recovering  the  property  from  one  claiming  under 
the  purchaser  at  the  sale.*  According  to  the  stricter  view,  a  private 
contract  whereby  an  administrator  agrees  to  sell  realty,  title  there- 
after to  be  made  through  the  medium  of  the  court,  is  against  public 
policy;*  but  under  a  moi-e  liberal  practice  such  a  contract,  though 
not  binding  on  the  estate  where  the  representative  has  no  power  to 
make  a  private  sale  and  the  estate  has  not  received  the  beneRt  of  the 
purchase  money,'*  is  not  void  as  against  public  policy,  it  being  deemed 
that  there  is  no  inherent  inconsistency  between  the  duty  of  the  admin- 
istrator as  such  and  an  agreement  to  ask  the  court  for  an  order  of 
sale  on  the  consideration  that  a  purchaser  will  give  an  agreed  sum 
at  the  sale.''  It  has  been  held  that  a  mere  parol  agreement  by  an 
administrator  or  executor  for  the  sale  of  real  estate,  no  part  of  which 
has  been  performed,  cannot  be  enforced  by  either  party,  or  by  their 
representatives  after  they  are  dead.** 

386.  Time  and  Place  of  Sale. — Usually  a  sale  by  an  administrator 
mi^  be  made  in  the  manner  provided  by  law,  and  if  made  at  a  ^ 
place  and  time  other  than  those  prescribed  by  statute  or  decree,  it 
is  not  only  irregular  but  void.**  In  regard  to  personalty,  however, 
some  discretion  is  frequently  accorded  the  administrator.  Accord- 
ingly, it  has  been  held  that  while  an  administrator's  sale  of  person- 
alty should  be  on  the  day  prescribed  in  the  order  of  sale,-  the  order 
does  not  entirely  exclude  discretion  on  the  part  of  the  administrator, 
and  if  circumstances  justify  it  he  will  be  warranted  in  postponing 
the  sale.**  It  seems,  however,  that  where  the  sale  is  postponed  to  a 
di£ferent  date  from  that  prescribed  in  the  order  of  sale  it  is  incum- 
bent on  the  administrator  to  show  that  he  exercised  a  sound  discre- 
tion and  acted  with  a  view  to  the  best  interests  of  all  the  parties.'* 

6.  Orchard  v.  Wright-DaltOD-Bell-  Am.  Dec.  551, 

Anchor  Store  Co.,  225  Mo.  414,  125  12.  White  v.  Beard,  5  Port.  (Ala.) 

S.  W.  466,  20  Ann.  Cas.  1072.  94,  30  Am.  Dee.  652. 

7.  Worten  v.  Howard,  2  Smedes  ft  13.  Tippett  v.  Mize,  30  T«r.  361,  94 
M.  (Miss.)  527,  41  Am.  Dec.  607.  Am.  Dec.  313. 

8.  McArthur  v.  Carrie,  32  Ala.  75,  14.  Noland  v.  Barrett,  122  Mo.  181, 
70  Am.  Dec  529.  26  S.  W.  692,  43  A.  S.  R.  572;  Lamb 

9.  Myers  v.  Hodges,  2  Watts  (Pa.)  v.  Lamb,  1  Speeis  Eq.  (S.  C.)  289, 
381,  27  Am.  Dec.  319.  40  Am.  Dec.  618. 

10.  Schlicker  v.  Hemenway,  110  CaL      15.  Lamb  v.  Lamb,  1  Spten  Eq.  (8. 
679,  42  Pac.  1063,  52  A.  S.  R.  116.  C.)  289,  40  Am.  Dec  618. 

U.  Stuart  V.  AUen,  16  Cal.  473,  76 
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The  nght  to  sell  real  estate  may  be  lost  by  unreasonable  dday  or 
laches  in  bringing  the  sale  about,'*  regardless  of  whether  or  not 
letters  of  administration  have  been  granted  on  the  estate;*'  though, 
of  course,  the  time  may  be  lengthened  by  reason  of  an  order  of  sale, 
operating  as  a  decree  in  rem,'*  which,  moreover,  may  be  revived.*' 
"Where  the  adminis^tor,  at  the  request  of  persons  beneficially  inter- 
ested, or  under  their  advice,  delays  the  sale  of  personal  property,  in 
consequence  of  which  loss  is  suffered,  be  cannot,  at  the  instance  or 
for  the  benefit  of  such  interested  parties,  be  charged  with  such  loss.***' 
387.  Bidding  and  Enforcement  of  Bids;  Credit — An  executor  or 
administrator  may  withdraw  property  offered  for  sale  at  public  out- 
cry after  bids  are  received  and  cried,  but  before  it  is  knocked  off  to 
the  highest  bidder.*  Where  the  purchaser  refuses  to  complete  the 
purchase  according  to  the  terms  of  the  sale,  by  executing  a  bond  for 
the  payment  of  the  purchase  price,  the  administrator  may  resell  the 
property  and  hold  the  original  purchaser  responsible  for  the  differ- 
ence between  his  bid  and  the  diminished  purchase  price  obtained  at 
the  resale.'  On  the  one  hand  it  is  held  that  the  sale  cannot  be  treated 
aa  valid  in  such  a  case,  and  the  purchaser  be  sued  for  the  entire 
amount  of  his  bid ; '  on  the  other,  that  a  suit  to  compel  specific  per- 
formance lies.*  There  is  some  conflict  on  the  question  of  the  statute 
of  frauds,  the  bid  being  variously  held  not  to  be  within  the  statute,*  or 
within  it,  80  as  to  require  a  written  memorandum  signed  by  the 
bidder  •  particularly  where  the  sale  is  by  a  power  conferred  by 
will  and  where  there  is  no  requirement  aa  to  a  report  of  the  sale 
to  the  court  of  probate,  the  sale  not  being  considered  a  judicial  one 
in  such  case.'  It  may  be  noted  in  passing  that  in  some  states  sales 
are  permitted  to  be  made  to  the  highest  bidder,  allowing  him  a  credit 
for  a  designated  time  for  the  full  payment  of  tiie  amount  of  his  bid.* 

16.  Killoagb  T.  HintoQ,  54  Ark.  65,  69  Am.  Dec.  362  and  note;  SfcGuinness 
14  S.  W.  1092,  26  A.  S.  B.  19  and  v.  Whalen,  16  R.  I.  558,  18  AU.  168, 
note.  27  A.  8.  R.  763  and  note. 

17.  Roth  V.  Holland,  66  Ark.  633,  3.  Monnt  v.  Brown,  33  Ifiaa.  566, 69 
20  S.  W.  521,  35  A.  S.  R.  126.  Am.  Dec  362  and  note. 

18.  Kipping  v.  Demint,  184  111.  165,  4.  Dawson  v.  Miller,  20  Tex.  171,  70 
56  N.  E.  330,  75  A.  S.  R.  164;  White  Am.  Dec.  380. 

V.  Horn,  224  lU.  238, 79  N.  E.  629, 115  5.  Halleck  v.  Guy,  9  Cal.  Ifll,  70 

A.  S.  R.  155.  Am.  Dec.  643. 

19.  White  V.  Horn,  224  HI.  238,  79  6.  Bozsa  v.  Rowe,  30  111.  198,  83 
N.  E.  629,  115  A.  S.  R.  155.  Am.  Dec  184;  Dawson  v.  Miller,  20 

20.  Pearson  v.  Gillenwaters,  99  Tex.  171,  70  Am.  Dec.  380.  See  gen- 
Tenn.  446,  42  S.  W.  9,  63  A.  S.  R.  844.  erally,  Statute  op  Frauds, 

1.  Tillman  v.  Dunman,  114  Ga.  406,  7.  Button  v.  Williams,  35  Ala.  503, 
40  S.  E.  244,  88  A.  S.  R.  28,  57  L.R.A.  76  Am.  Dec.  297. 

784  and  note.  8.  Stevenson  t.  McReary,  12  Smedes 

2.  Mount  v.  Brown.  33  Miss.  566,  &  M.  (Mies.)  9,  51  Am.  Dec.  102. 

331 


Digitized  by  Google 


I  388 


EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTBATOBS       U  B.  G.  L. 


In  such  cases  appropriate  security  for  the  amount  of  such  credit  will 
be  exacted.* 

3S8.  PufSng  and  Deterring  of  Bidders. — In  some  jurisdictions  the 
courts  have  hdd  that  secret  by-bidding  or  puffing  at  a  public  sale  is 
unlawful  as  being  contrary  to  public  policy,  and  when  indulged  in  it 
may  render  the  sale  invalid  as  amounting  to  a  fraud  upon  the  pur- 
chaser.*" The  employment  of  a  puffer  at  a  sale  of  real  estate  under  an 
order  of  the  orphans'  court  has  been  termed  a  fraud  on  the  purchaser, 
which  at  his  option  will  invalidate  the  sale."  In  order  that  objection 
may  be  made  to  a  sale  on  this  ground  the  purchaser,  when  be  bid  ofif 
the  property,  must  have  been  ignorant  of  it,  and  have  raised  the 
objection  before  the  confirmation  of  the  sale.  After  the  receipt  of  the 
deed  and  occupancy  of  the  property  under  it^  objection  is  too  late.^* 
Moreover,  it  has  been  decided  that  an  administrator  may  employ  a 
by-bidder,  and  the  sale  cannot  be  avoided  on  that  ground  when  such 
employment  is  with  the  bona  6de  intention  of  preventing  a  sacrifice 
of  the  property,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  enhancing  the  price  above 
its  true  value,  and  where  the  purchaser  is  not  thereby  induced  to  bid 
more  than  the  property  is  worth."  One  who  bids  at  a  public  sale, 
not  because  of  any  desire  to  purchase,  but  merely  for  the  purpose, 
either  in  his  own  interest  or  that  of  another,  to  run  up  the  price,  is  not 
a  puffer,  if,  in  case  his  hid  is  the  last  and  highest,  he  can  be  com- 
pelled by  the  person  conducting  the  sale  to  take  and  pay  for  the 
property;  and  this  is  so  held,  notwithstanding  an  arrangement  with 
another,  to  whom  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  will  ultimately  go,  that  he 
will  not  be  compelled  to  keep  and  pay  for  the  property.'*  Sometimes, 
instead  of  efforts  being  made  to  enhance  the  price  of  realty  sold  by 
an  executor  or  administrator,  the  reverse  object  is  sought  to  be  obtained 
by  persuading  persons  not  to  bid.  An  administrator  may  under  such 
circumstances  have  the  sale  set  aside.'*  And  so  an  attempt  of  an 
administrator  to  secure  the  property  to  the  family  of  the  decedent 
at  an  under  price,  by  discouraging  bidding  at  his  sale  thereof,  is 
fraudulent;  and  if  so  far  successful  that  at  such  sale  the  property  is 
bid  in,  in  trust  for  the  family,  at  much  below  its  value,  the  sale  may 
be  set  aside  at  the  instance  of  any  creditor  of  the  estate  to  whom 
damage  is  thereby  threatened.'* 

9.  Konigmaeher  v.  Kimmel,  1  Pen.  12.  Backenstoss  t.  Stflhler,  33  Pa. 
&  W.  (Penn.)  207,  21  Am.  Dee.  374  St.  251.  75  Am.  Dec.  692. 

and  Dote.  13.  Reynolds  v.  Dechaums,  24  Tex. 

10.  Miller  v.   Baynard,  2  Houst.  ^174,  76  Am.  Dec.  101. 

(Del.)  559,  83  Am.  Dec.  168;' Mc-  14.  McMillan  t.  Harris,  110  Oa.  72, 

Millan  V.  Harris,  110  Ga.  72,  35  S.  35  S.  E.  334,  78  A  8.  B.  93,  48 

E.  334,  78  A.  S.  R.  93,  48  L.R^.  345.  L.R.A.  345. 

See  renerally,  Judicial  Salbs.   And  15.  Reynolds  t.  Dediannu,  24  Tex. 

see  MoRTOAQES.  174.  76  Am.  Dee.  101. 

11.  Pennock's  Appeal,  14  Pa.  St  16.  Planters'  Bank  v.  Neely,  7  Hbw. 
446,  53  Am.  Dec.  661  and  note.  (Mias.)  80,  40  Am.  Dee.  61. 
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Orders  of  Court  and  Judicial  Control 

389.  Control  of  Court  over  Sales. — personal  representative  in 
making  a  sale  of  real  estate  of  a  decedent  for  the  payment  of  debts  is 
under  the  control  of  the  probate  court.  Although  he  may  be  the 
moving  party  in  behalf  of  the  creditors  he  acts  subject  to  the  directions 
of  the  court. It  may  properly  be  said  that  the  sale  is  the  act  of  the 
court,  the  administrator  being  only  the  hand  of  the  court  in  making 
it^^  For  tlie  purpose  of  making  the  sale  be  has  been  referred  to  as 
an  officer  of  the  court.**  When  the  sale  is  made  by  a  master  he  will 
in  like  manner  be  considered  as  the  mere  instrument  of  the  court, 
acting  under  its  directions,  and  subject  to  its  control.  Yet  it  has 
been  held  ttiat  under  laws  authorizing  the  sale  of  real  estate  to  pay 
the  debts  of  deceased  persons,  the  law,  and  a  decree  under  it,  only 
permit  and  empower  the  administrator  to  make  the  sale,  and  do  not 
require  that  he  should  sell  the  property  at  all  events.  If  it  is  dis- 
covered, after  obtaining  the  decree  and  before  a  sale  is  completed,  that  ' 
a  sale  is  unnecessary,  it  seems  that  the  administrator  may  refuse  to 
proceed  under  the  decree.**  But  normally  when  an  application  is 
made  for  a  direction  for  a  sale  of  real  estate  of  a  decedent,  the  court 
has  power  to  judge  of  the  necessity  of  a  sale,^  and  may  determine  what 
specific  property  should  be  sold.' 

390.  Power  of  Court  to  Fix  Terms  of  Sale. — The  probate  or  orphans* 
court  as  a  general  rule  has  power  to  prescribe  the  mode  and  terras  of 
sale  of  real  estate  of  a  deceased  person,  provided  it  acts  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  statute  law  relating  thereto.*  The  terms  of 
stde  are  part  of  the  judicial  decree  to  be  made  by  the  court,  and  not  by 
the  personal  representative,*  and  therefore  it  is  his  duty  to  strictly  con- 
•form  to  its  requirements;  be  has  no  discretion  to  exercise  in  the  mat- 
ter.* An  administrator  can  make  no  terms  with  a  purchaser  at  his 
sale,  which  the  orders  of  the  court  or  the  law  do  not  warrant,  and  of 
the  nature  of  such  ordera  and  of  the  law  the  purchaser  has  the  same 

17.  Halleek  t.  Ony,  9  CaL  ISl,  70  Dee.  319  and  note. 

Am.  Dee.  643.  2.  HaUeck  t.  Got,  9  Cal.  181,  70 

18.  Qreenoogh  t.  Small,  137  Pa.  St  Am.  Dee.  643. 

132,  20  All.  553,  21  A.  S.  R.  859.  3.  Reynolds  ▼.  Wilson,  15  111.  394, 

19.  Orchard  t.  Wright-Dalton-Bell-  60  Am.  Dee.  763;  Shahan  Shafaan, 
Anchor  Store  Co.,  225  Mo.  414, 125  S.  48  W.  Va.  477,  37  S.  E.  652,  86  A. 
W.  486,  20  Ann.  Cas.  1072;  Robb  t.  S.  B.  68. 

Mamt,  11  Pa.  St  300,  61  Am.  Dee.  4.  Hyera     Hodges,  2  Watts.  (Pa.) 

651.  381,  27  Am.  Dee.  319  and  note;  Sing- 

20.  Bozza  T.  Rowe,  30  DL  198,  83  eily  v.  Swain,  33  Pa.  St  102,  75  Am. 
Am.  Dec.  184.  Dec.  681. 

1.  Pryor  v.  Downey,  50  Cal.  388, 19  6.  Wyman  v.  Campbell,  6  Port 

Am.  Rep.  656;  Ryden  v.  Jones,  8  N.  <Ala.)  219, 31  Am.  Deo  677;  Reynold 

C.  497j  9  Am.  Dee.  660;  Myers  ▼.  t.  Wilson,  15  IlL  394,  60  Am.  De^ 

Hodges,  2  Watta  <Pa.}  381,  27  Am.  763. 
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means  of  knowing  and  understanding  as  the  administrator.*  If  he 
disregards  the  mandate  of  the  court  and  violates  its  orders  in  regard 
to  the  terms  of  sale,  the  sale  itself  may  be  a  nullity.  For  example, 
it  has  been  decided  that  where  the  court  ordered  that  a  sale  of  land 
should  be  for  cash,  the  sale  was  void  where  it  was  made  under  an 
agreement  between  the  executor  and  purchaser  that  a  part  of  purchase 
money  need  not  be  paid,  but  should  be  credited  on  an  individual  debt 
due  the  executor  by  the  purchaser.'  Where  an  executor  under  an 
order  from  the  court  to  sell  real  estate  for  the  payment  of  debts  sella 
a  greater  quantity  than  is  authorized  by  the  court,  the  sale  is  invalid* 
On  the  other  hand  an  administrator  may  sell  part  of  a  tract  of  land 
under  an  order  of  sale  by  the  court,  although  his  petition  prays  for, 
and  the  court  orders,  the  sale  of  the  whole  of  it.*  The  decree  may 
be  amended  or  modified  by  the  court  as  to  the  terms  of  sale,  at  any 
time  before  the  record  is  made  up  and  closed.^* 

391.  Necessity  of  Order  of  Court. — Under  statutes  regulating  the 
settlement  of  the  estates  of  decedents,  no  sale  of  any  real  property  is 
valid,  when  made  by  executors  or  administrators  for  the  payment  of 
debts,  as  a  general  rule,  except  when  it  is  made  on  an  order  of  the 
probate  court  or  under  authority  contained  in  a  will.'*  If  it  becomes 
necessary  to  sell  real  estate  the  probate  court  on  proper  application 
may  grant  leave  to  do  so,'*  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  executor  or 
administrator  to  make  such  application;  '*  and  in  all  cases  tlie  order 
of  the  court  must  be  obtained.'*  An  administrator  cannot  sell  or 
otherwise  affect  the  title  of  heirs  to  real  estate  descended  to  them  from 
the  intestate,  except  as  authorized  by  an  order  of  the  court.'*  If  he 
attempts  to  sell  without  an  order  of  the  court  or  without  au^iority 

6.  Hamilton  v.  Pleasants,  31  Tex.  ning  v.  The  Ocean  Nat.  Bank,  61  N.' 
638,  98  Am.  Dec.  551.  Y.  497,  19  Am.  Rep.  293;  Hyden  v. 

7.  Sharpley  v.  Plant,  79  Miss.  175,  Jones,  8  N.  C.  497,  9  Am.  Dec.  660; 
28  So.  799,  89  A.  S.  R.  588.  Smith  v.  Wildman,  178  Pa.  St.  245, 

8.  Wakefield  v.  Campbell,  20  Me.  35  All.  1047, 56  A.  S.  R.  7G0,  36  L.R.A. 
393,  37  Am.  Dee.  60  and  note;  Adams  834. 

r.  Morrison,  4  N.  H.  166, 17  Am.  Dec.  12.  Merrill  t.  Moore,  7  How.  (Miss.) 

406.  271,  40  Am.  Dec.  60. 

9.  Ewing  V.  Higby,  7  Ohio  198,  pt  13.  Steele  v.  Wyatt,  23  Ala.  764, 
1,  28  Am.  Dec.  633.  58  Am.  Dec.  317;   Union  Bank  v. 

10.  Singerly  y.  Swain,  33  Pa.  St  Powell.  3  Fla.  175,  52  Am.  Dec.  367. 


11.  Wyatt  V.  Rambo,  29  Ala.  510,  68  Am.  De&.  237;  Doe  v.  Roe,  4  Ga. 

68  Am.  Dec.  89;  Falloo  v.  Butler,  21  148,  48  Am.  Dec.  216;  McDade  v. 

Cal.  24,  81  Am.  Dec.  140;  Huse  v.  Den,  Burrh,  7  Ga.  559,  50  Am.  Dec.  407; 

85  Cal.  390,  24  Pac  790,  20  A.  S.  R.  Hodgin  v.  Toler,  70  la.  21,  30  N.  W. 

232  and  note;  Bland  v.  Muncaster,  24  1,  59  Am.  Rep.  435;  Higley  v.  Smith, 

Miss.  62,  57  Am.  Dec  162;  Gelstrop  1  D.  Chip.  (Vt.)  409, 12  Am.  Dec  701. 
v.  Moore,  26  Miss.  206,  59  Am  Dec.      15.  Walbridge  v.  Day,  31  III.  379,  83 

264:  HoTorka  v.  Havlik,  68  Neb.  14,  Am.  Dec.  227;  Collins  t.  Ball,  82  Tex. 

93  N.  W.  990,  UO  A.  S.  R.  387;  Don-  259, 17  S.  W.  614,  27  A.  S.  R.  877. 


102,  75  Am.  Dec.  58L 


14.  Beckett  v.  Selover,  7  Cal.  215, 
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such  as  may  be  contained  in  a  will,'*  the  sale  will  be  null  and  void.*' 
Although  a  court  of  chancery  may  aid  a  deed  rendered  inoperative 
by  accident  or  mistake,  when  the  grantor  had  power  to  convey,  and 
intended  to  do  so,  it  cannot  generally  supply  a  want  of  power.**  This 
principle  applies  with  full  force  to  sales  made  by  executors  or  adminis- 
trators without  authority,  especially  where,  if  effect  be  given  to  an 
unauthorized  sale,  injury  will  result  to  third  persons.'*  The  statutory 
requirements  that  sales  by  executors  and  administrators  can  be  had 
only  after  obtaining  an  order  of  the  court,  as  a  rule  apply  only  to  real 
estate,  and  have  no  application  to  persona!  property.**  It  should  also 
be  noted  that  a  sale  of  land  in  another  state,  without  an  order  of  court, 
will  not  be  held  invalid,  where  it  does  not  appear  that  such  order  was 
required  by  the  laws  of  the  state  where  the  sale  was  made.* 

392.  Issuance  of  Second  Order. — In  case  only  a  part  of  the  real 
estate  of  a  decedent  is  sold  for  the  payment  of  debts,  and  the  price  bid 
therefor  proves  insufficient  to  satisfy  all  the  debts,  the  court  may 
order  further  sales  to  the  amount  of  unpaid  debts,*  especially  wtiere 
the  first  order  directed  a  part  of  the  decedent's  estate  U>  be  sold,  and 
reserved  another  part  for  further  consideration;  but  ^  second  order 
cannot  be  made  until  the  first  order  has  been  executed,  without  supple- 
mental proceedings  or  other  steps.*  Second  or  further  sales  of  realty 
for  the  payment  of  debts,  however,  are  limited  to  cases  where  the  por- 
tion previously  sold  did  not  bring  a  price  sufficient  to  pay  all  the  debts. 
If  the  personal  representative  fails  to  collect  the  price  for  which  the 
land  was  sold,  or  if  be  wastes  or  misappropriates  it,  the  loss  falls  on 
faim  and  the  sureties  in  his  bond,  general  or  special,  and  therefore  no 
additional  sale  of  realty  can  be  had  to  cover  a  deficit  so  occurring.* 

393.  Irregularities  and  Omissions  in  Order. — In  a  number  of  states 
the  statutes  provide  that  the  order  shall  contain  a  statement  of  the 
terms  of  sale,  and  if  it  fails  to  do  so,  it  is  fatally  defective  so  that  a 
sale  made  in  pursuance  thereof  is  invalid.*  It  has  even  been  held  that 
an  order  of  sale  is  erroneous,  where  it  appears  on  its  face  that  the 
affidavit  on  which  rested  the  order  of  publication  against  his  heirs  as 
nonresidents  was  defective  and  insufficient.*  Kevertheless  the  courts 

16.  As  to  sales  under  testamentary  2.  Liddel  v.  MeViclEaT,  11  N.  J.  L. 
powers,  see  infra,  par.  478.  44, 19  Am.  Dee.  369;  Hodge  v.  Fabian, 

17.  Wa^e  T.  Hooghton,  41  Miss.  370,  31  S.  C.  212,  9  S.  E.  820, 17  A.  S.  B. 
93  Am.  Dec.  258.  25. 

18.  See  SKVOBifATioir  or  Tssrsm-  3.  Bethel  v.  Bethel.  6  Bush.  (Ky.) 
VENTS.  65,  09  Am.  Dec.  655. 

19.  Tieman  v.  Beam,  2  Ohio  383, 15     4.  See  infra,  par.  394,  400. 

Am.  Dec  557.  5.  Orehaid  v.  Wright-Dalton-Bell- 

20.  Olston  V.  Oregon  Water  Power,  Anchor  Store  Co.,  225  Mn.  414,  125 
etc.,  Co..  52  Ore.  3^,  93  Pac.  1095.  S.  W.  486,  20  Ann.  Cas.  1072. 

97  Pae.  538,  20  LJl.A.(N.S.)  915.         6.  Hnll  v.  Hull,  35  W.  Va.  155,  13 

1.  Brannan  v.  Oliver,  2  Stew.  (Ala.)  S.  E.  49,  29  A.  S.  R.  800. 
47, 19  Am.  Dee.  37. 
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incline  to  excuse  defects  and  omissions,  either  by  sapplying  omitted 
facts  by  reference  to  the  petition,  or  by  deciding  that  the  defect  is  not 
of  sufficient  importance  to  warrant  the  setting  aside  of  the  proceedings 
as  void.'  An  order  authorizing  an  administrator  to  sell  "nil  the  real 
estate"  of  the  decedent  is  sufficient  autliority  to  authorize  a  sale;  but 
the  more  regular  and  better  practice  is  to  give  a  description  of  the 
lands  which  are  to  be  sold.^  And  so  under  a  decree  directing  the  sale 
of  "the  lands  and  mills  belonging  to  the  estate  of  the  deceased/'  it  is 
competent  to  sell  any  real  estate  or  mills  belonging  to  the  deceased 
within  the  county.'  The  order  of  sale  need  cot  fix  the  sum  of  money 
to  be  raised,  where  the  property,  while  more  than  sufficient  to  pay  the 
demands,  is  so  situated  that  a  part  of  it  cannot  be  sold  without  injury.^** 
In  some  states,  however,  it  has  been  held  that  the  order  should  specify 
the  debts  which  are  to  be  paid,  and  fix  iheir  order  or  priority,  and  that 
the  omission  of  these  particulars  will  vitiate  the  sale; and  it  is  some- 
times provided  that  the  order  must  show  affirmatively  that  the  heirs 
we're  notified  of  the  hearing  of  the  application  for  the  sal^  or  that 
they  appeared  thereat.'* 

Bond,  Oath  and  Appraisal 

394.  Bonds  Incident  to  Sale. — Tn  some  jurisdictions  the  personal 
representative,  before  proceeding  to  execute  an  order  of  sale,  is  re- 
quired to  give  a  bond  to  follow  the  directions  of  the  law  in  making  the 
sale  and  faithfully  to  account  for  the  proceeds.**  Such  bond  may  be 
required  to  be  approved,  in  writing,  by  the  judge  of  probate.'*  Where 
an  administrator  has  failed  to  give  a  bond,  with  the  conditions  pre- 
scribed by  the  terms  of  the  act  empowering  him  to  sell,  the  sale  may 
be  void."  Just  as  an  executor  need  not  as  a  rule  furnish  an  adminis- 
tration bond  on  account  of  the  personal  confidence  placed  in  him  by 
the  decedent,'*  statutes  occasionally  provide  that  sales  of  real  estate 
may  be  made  under  the  provisions  of  a  will  without  the  executor 
giving  bond  when  the  will  so  provides,'^  unless  tl\e  court,  for  good 

7.  Hallerk  v.  Guy,  9  Cal.  181,  70  Ala.  696,  91  Am.  Dec  494. 

Am.  Dec.  643;  Orchard  v.  Wripht-Dal-      13.  Snow  v.  Russell,  93  Me.  362,  45 

ton-Bell-Anchor  Store  Co.,  225  Mo.  Atl.  305,  74  A.  S.  R.  350;  Stevensoo 

414, 125  S,  W.  486,  20  Add.  Cas.  1072.  v.  McRcary,  12  Smedes  &  U.  (Miss.) 

As  to  avoidance  of  sales,  see  iofra,  par.  9,  51  Am.  Dec.  102. 
439.  14.  Austin  v.  Austin,  60  Me.  74,  79 

8.  Doe  T.  Roe,  4  Ga.  188,  48  Am.  Am.  Dec.  697. 

Dec  216.  15.  Snow  v.  Russell,  93  Me.  362,  45 

9.  Monk  V.  Home,  38  Ifiss.  100,  76  Atl.  305,  74  A.  S.  R.  350;  WtUiamsoQ 
Am.  Dpc  94.  v.  Williamson,  3  Smedes  &  M.  (Miss.) 

10.  Merrill  v.  Harris,  26  N.  H.  142,  715,  41  Am.  Dec  636;  Currie  v.  Stew- 
57  Am.  Dec  359.  art,  27  Miss.  52,  61  Am.  Dec  500. 

11.  Hull  V.  Hull,  35  W.  Va.  155,     16.  See  supra,  par.  345. 

13  S.  E.  49,  29  A.  S.  R.  800.  17.  Snow  v.  Russell,  93  Me.  362,  46 

12.  Bmumersett  v.  SnmmersetL  40  Atl.  3U5,  74  A.  8.  B.  350. 
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cause,  requires  one  to  be  executed.!^  Although  a  will  provides  that 
the  executor  may  administer  the  estate  without  bond,  this  does  not 
dispense  with  the  necessity  of  a  bond  for  the  faithful  application  of 
the  proceeds  of  a  sale  of  the  land  of  the  estate  as  provided  by  statute, 
and  a  sale  without  such  bond  may  be  void.^*  In  other  jurisdictions 
an  additional  bond  is  not  required  of  an  executor  on  being  licensed 
to  sell  real  estate,  unless  the  license  be  to  sell  more  than  suffident  to 
pay  the  decedent's  debts.***  The  additional  bond  is  designed  to  secure 
the  faithful  discharge  of  the  new  duties  only  which  are  imposed  by 
the  statute,  and  can  only  cover  the  neglect  of  duty  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  proceeds  of  such  sale.^  It  may  be  noted  in  this  connection 
that  an  administrator  purchasing  chattels  at  the  administration  sale, 
since  he  has  the  legal  title  already,  will  not  be  required  to  give  further 
security,  beyond  his  administration  bond,  for  his  purchase.' 

395.  Oath. — An  executor  or  administrator  is  also  sometimes  re- 
quired to  take  a  special  oath  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  realty  for  the 
payment  of  debts,  and  the  same  general  principles  seem  to  govern 
the  effect  of  the  omission  of  such  oath  as  govern  his  failure  to  file  a 
statutory  bond  in  making  such  sates.' 

396.  Appraisal. — ^As  has  elsewhere  been  seen,  the  real  estate  of  a 
decedent  cannot  as  a  rule  be  sold  for  the  payment  of  his  debts  except 
when  the  personalty  is  insufficient  for  the  purpose  of  making  such 
payment.  The  existence  of  an  indebtedness  not  capable  of  being 
liquidated  by  the  personal  property  is  deemed  a  jurisdictional  fact.* 
Occasionally  the  laws  impose  particular  requirements  tending  to  pre- 
vent a  sale  except  when  it  may  be  necessary  to  pay  the  debts  of  the 
decedent.  One  of  th^e  methods  is  by  requiring  the  executors  and 
administrators,  before  any  sale  is  made,  to  file  in  court  an  account 
of  all  the  decedent's  debts  which  have  come  to  their  knowledge.' 
Another  statutory  method  of  preventing  an  unnecessary  or  ill  advised 
sale  is  to  require  all  executors  or  administrators,  before  making  any 
sale  of  real  estate  or  of  any  interest  therein  under  an  order  of  courts 
to  have  it  appraised  by  disinterested  persons.  The  object  of  a  pro- 
vision of  this  character  is  to  advise  ihe  probate  court  of  the  value 
of  the  estate,  and  to  assist  it  in  exercising  its  judicial  discretion  in 
approving  or  disapproving  the  sale,  and  also  to  furnish  prima  fade 

18.  In  z«  Hi^DB,  15  Mont.  474,  39     3.  Thornton  v.  Mnlqninne,  12  la. 


19.  Sbarpley  v.  Plant,  79  MiaB.  176,  KnigfaU,  26  Me.  224,  45  Am.  Dec.  107; 
28  So.  799t  89  A.  S.  R.  688.  Snow  v.  Rossell,  93  Me.  362,  46  AtL 

20.  Tenney    v.    Poor,    14    Gray  305,  74  A.  8.  R.  350. 

(Mass.)  500,  77  Am.  Dec.  340.  4.  See  supra,  par.  371;  infra,  par. 

1.  WoTgang  T.  Clipp,  21  Ind.  119,  397. 
83  Am.  Dee.  343  and  note.  6.  Kennedy  v.  Waehamuth,  12  Seig. 

8.  Cnnuninf^s  v.  Coleman,  7  Rich.  A  B.  (Pa.)  171,  14  Am.  Deo.  670. 
Eq.  (S.  C.)  509,  62  Am.  Dee.  402. 

B.  G.  L.  YoL  2a.— 22.  337 


Pac  606,  28  L.R.A.  116. 


549,  79  Am.  Dee.  648;  Campbell  v. 
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«Tidence  of  the  value  and  good  faith  of  the  purchasers  and  of  the 
personal  representatives  making  the  sale.  It  seems  that  under  such 
a  statute  the  failure  to  have  the  appraisement  made  is  an  irregularity 
for  which  the  sale  may  be  set  aside  in  a  direct  proceeding,  but  that 
the  sale  is  not  void  in  a  collateral  proceeding  after  confirmation  by 
the  court.* 

DehU  and  Proof  of  Debts 

397.  Existence  of  Debts  as  Ground  for  Sale. — Apart  from  sales 
authorized  by  the  will  of  the  deceased  owner  '  and  in  the  exceptional 
cases  of  sales  for  purposes  of  distribution  *  the  lands  of  a  decedent 
cannot  be  sold  by  an  executor  or  administrator,  unless  there  exist  at 
the  time  of  the  sale  valid  subsisting  demands  against  the  estate  and  an 
insufficiency  of  personal  property  to  satisfy  them The  existence  of  > 
debts  and  the  insufficiency  of  the  personal  assets  to  satisfy  them  are 
jurisdictional  facU  on  which  is  based  the  authority  of  the  court  to 
order  a  sale  of  the  real  estate.^**  When  the  evidence  shows  satisfac- 
torily a  want  of  personal  assets  for  the  payment  of  debts  the  necessity 
for  the  sale  of  the  lands  is  established.**  But  the  order  is  not  con- 
clusive as  against  the  heirs  of  the  decedent,  either  as  to  the  validity  of 
the  debts  or  the  insufficiency  of  the  personal  assets  to  pay  them.*' 
It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  where  the  executors  or  administrators 
are  also  all  the  heirs  and  devisees  interested  in  the  estate,  they  may 
in  their  individual  capacity  sell  and  convey  the  real  estate  without 
obtaining  authority  from  the  probate  court  to  sell  the  land,  provided 
there  are  no  outstanding  debts  and  claims.  In  such  cases  there  is  no 
occasion  to  appeal  to  the  probate  court  for  authority  to  sell  the  land, 
but  it  may  be  sold  without  such  authority." 

398.  Character  of  Debtsl — At  the  early  common  law  real  estate 
could  not  be  held  liable  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  former 
owner.  And  the  executor  or  administrator  could  not  sell  the  lands 
for  payment  of  debts,  unless  expressly  charged  for  that  purpose. 
When,  however,  a  deceased  person  had  bound  himself  and  his  heirs 
in  an  obligation,  the  obligee  might  sue  the  heir  or  executor  at  his 
election,  and  have  execution  of  the  land  descended  to  the  heir.  But 

6.  Noland  v.  Barrett,  122  Mo.  181,  Am.  Dec.  551;  Foster's  Appeal,  74  Pft 
26  S.  W.  692,  43  A.  S.  R.  572.  St.  391,  15  Am.  Rep.  653;  Smith  v. 

7.  See  infra,  par.  478.  Wildman,  178  Pa.  St.  245,  35  Atl 

8.  Smith  T.  WUdman,  178  Pa.  St.  1047,  66  A.  S.  R.  760,  36  L.R.A.  834. 
246.  35  Atl.  1047,  56  A.  S.  R.  760,  36  11.  Oayle  v.  Johnstoii,  72  Ala.  254, 
L.R.A.  834.    See  aupra,  par.  369.  47  Am.  Rep.  405. 

9.  State  r.  Williams,  131  Ala.  56,     12.  State  v.  Williams,  131  Ala.  56, 
30  So.  782,  90  A.  S.  R.  17;  aoodaU  30  So.  782,  90  A.  S.  R.  17. 

T.  ManhaU,  11  N.  H.  88,  35  Am.  Dee.  13.  Sturgeon  v.  Culver,  87  Kan.  404, 
472.  124  Pao.  419,  Ann.  Cas.  1913£  341  and 

10.  Stuart  v.  Allan,  16  CaL  473,  76  note. 
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if  the  heir,  before  ad  action  brought  against  him,  had  aliened  the 
assets,  the  obligee  was  without  remedy;  and  if  the  ancestor  had  devised 
the  lands,  the  creditor  by  the  common  law  could  not  reach  them  in 
the  hands  of  the  devisee,  aqd  had  no  remedy  against  heir  or  devisee.^* 
To  remedy  the  evils  arising  from  this  state  of  the  law,  the  statute  of 

3  and  4  William  and  Mary,  o.  14,  made  provision  that  all  devises 
as  against  creditors  should  be  deemed  fraudulent  and  void ;  and  that 
the  heir  or  devisee  should  be  liable  in  an  action  of  debt  to  the  value 
of  the  land  descended  or  devised  to  him,  the  result  of  which  was 
that,  since  simple  contract  creditors  had  no  lien  on  the  reel  estate 
of  their  debtor,  the  heir  or  devisee  became  personally  liable  to  the 
value  of  the  realty  by  him  so  aliened,  leaving  the  land  in  the  hands 
of  a  bona  fide  purchaser  entirely  free  from  their  claims."  But  during 
the  pendency  of  a  suit  to  subject  such  real  estate  to  the  claims  of  the 
plaintiff,  the  defendant  could  in  no  way  encumber  or  sell  the  estate 
to  the  other's  prejudice.*'  By  the  terms  of  this  same  statute  of  3  and 

4  William  and  Mary  where  the  land  has  not  been  aliened  it  is  made 
assets  for  the  payment  of  simple  debts  as  well  as  those  known  to  the 
law  as  specialties,!'  real  estate  is  now  almost  universally  liable  for 
the  payment  of  debts  contracted  by  a  decedent  whether  they  be  due 
by  record,  by  specialty,  or  by  simple  contract.**  Ordinarily  the  lands 
of  a  decedent  cannot  be  sold  to  pay  the  costs  of  adminbtration  alone.** 

399.  Liquidation  of  Debts.-<-In  any  case  where  debts  exist,  there  is 
no  inherent  objection  to  a  statutory  power  being  given  for  the  making 
of  a  sale  of  the  decedent's  real  estate  although  the  debts  have  not  been 
determined  either  by  a  judgment  of  a  court  or  a  commission  of  in- 
solvency,** or  are  not  yet  actually  due.*  Where  by  statute  a  court  is 
authorized  to  order  a  sale  of  a  decedent's  property  when  it  is  necessary 
"to  pay  the  debts,  expenses,  or  charges  of  administration,"  a  sale 
may  be  ordered  when  necessary  to  meet  prospective  charges  or  ex- 
penses, though  tJiere  are  no  debts  or  expenses  of  administration  already 
accrued  remaining  unpaid.*  The  foregoing  principle  that  the  debts 
and  liabilities  for  tlie  payment  of  which  the  real  estate  is  to  be  sold  need 
not  be  liquidated  at  the  time  of  sale  applies  when  the  proceeding  for 
the  sale  is  instituted  by  one  whose  authority  to  subject  the  realty  to  the 

14.  Campbell's  Case,  2  Bland  (Ud.)  note.  As  to  the  liability  of  real  estate 
209,  20  Am.  Dee.  360;  Ticknor      see  infra,  par.  404. 
Harris,  14  N.  H.  272, 40  Am.  Dee.  186.     19.  Carr  v.  Hull,  65  Ohio  St  394, 

16.  Campbell's  Case.  2  Bland  (Md.)  62  N.  E.  439,  87  A.  S.  K.  623,  68 
200,  20  Am.  Dee.  360;  Ticknor  v.  Har^  L.R.A.  641. 

lis,  14  N.  H.  272,  40  Am.  Dee.  186.     20.  Tenny  t.  Poor,  14  Gray  (Uass.) 

16.  Campbell's  Case,  2  Bland  (Md.)  500,  77  Am.  Dee.  340. 

309,  20  Am.  Dee.  360.  1.  Unman  v.  Biggins,  40  La.  Ann. 

17.  MeDade  t.  Burch,  7  Ga.  559,  50  761.  5  So.  49,  8  A.  S.  R.  549. 

JUn.  Dee.  407.  2.  In  re  Freud.  131  CaL  667, 63  Fac. 

18.  Tmmbo  v.  Sorreney,  8  T.  B.  1080. 82  A.  8.  R.  407. 
Hon.  (Ky.)  284,  16  Am.  Deo.  103  and 
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payment  of  debts  is  unquestioned.  Where,  however,  a  creditor  whose 
claim  has  not  been  duty  proven  or  allowed  seeks  to  initiate  such  pro- 
ceedings the  courts  may  deny  his  right  to  do  so  until  he  has  first  for- 
mally established  the  validity  of  his  claim.*  Even  when  there  are 
existing  debts  an  application  of  the  personal  estate  to  the  payment  of 
debts  need  not  be  made  before  commencing  proceedings  for  a  sale  of 
real  estate,*  and  an  executor  or  administrator  may  apply  for  an  order 
for  the  sale  of  real  estate  as  soon  aa  the  fact  of  the  insufficiency  of  the 
personal  property  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  estate  is  apparent.* 

400.  Proof  of  Existence  of  Indebtedness. — One  of  the  facts  the 
presence  of  which  is  essential  to  the  jurisdiction  of  a  probate  court  in 
directing  sales  for  the  payment  of  debts,  is,  as  has  elsewhere  been 
stated,  the  existence  of  debts  for  the  payment  of  which  the  personalty 
is  insufficient.*  Where  a  statute  authorizira  a  sale  of  the  real  estate  of 
a  decedent  for  the  payment  of  his  debts,  a  sale  made  by  the  adminis- 
trator, without  proving  that  there  were  any  debts  owing,  is  invalid, 
and  conveys  no  title.'  The  petition  itself  should  aver  that  the  personal 
property  is  insufficient  to  pay  debts  of  the  administration  of  the 
estate.*  The  essential  fact  of  the  existence  of  the  indebtedness  may 
be  shown  by  direct  proof,*  or  the  answer  of  the  defendants  may  admit 
the  indebtedness  and  the  insufficiency  of  the  assets.**  A  sale  may  be 
refused  when  the  petition  fails  to  aver,  and  no  evidence  is  offered, 
that  there  are  any  such  dcbts.*^  In  a  few  jurisdictions  the  real  estate 
of  a  decedent  will  not  be  decreed  to  be  sold  before  directing  a  settle- 
ment of  the  administrator's  accounts,  since  they  will  clearly  show 
the  condition  of  the  estate  and  the  necessity  of  the  sale."  Although 
in  some  jurisdictions  the  court  or  judge  is  permitted  to  consult  the 
recitals  of  the  petition  as  to  the  condition  of  the  real  estate  to  determine 
whether  a  sale  should  be  made,**  the  rule  best  approved  is  that  the 
court  must  be  satisfied  independent  of  the  facts  stated  in  the  petition, 
before  making  an  order  of  sale,  that  there  are  unpaid  debts  properly 
chargeable  on  the  real  estate  of  the  decedent^  and  that  it  is  necessary 

3.  Smith  T.  Smith,  174  IlL  52,  60  173  Ala.  157,  65  So.  418,  Ann.  Cas. 
N.  E,  1083,  43  L.R.A.  403.  1914A  937;  Campbeirs  Case,  2  Bland 

4.  Bloom  T.  Buidick,  1  HiU  (N.  T.)  (Md.)  209, 20  Am.  Dec  360. 

130,  37  Am.  Dec.  299.  10.  Campbell's  Case,  2  Bland  (Hd.) 

6.  Lynch  v.  Baxter,  4  Tex.  431,  61  209,  20  Am.  Dee.  360. 

Am.  Dee.  735.  11.  Cozr  t.  Hull,  65  Ohio  St  394, 

6.  See  nipra,  par.  397.  62  N.  E.  439,  87  A.  S.  R.  623,  68 

7.  Davenport  v.  Toung,  16  HL  548,  L.R.A.  641. 

63  Am.  Dee.  820.  12.  Bloom  ▼.  Burdiek,  1  Hill  (N. 

8.  Swope  V.  Swope,  173  Ala.  157, 55  Y.)  130,  37  Am.  Dee.  299;  Bowden  v. 
So.  418,  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  937.  As  to  Parrish,  86  Va.  67,  9  S.  E.  616, 19  A. 
essential  averments  in  pet^on,  see  8.  R.  873. 

snpra,  par.  882.  13.  Plains  Land,  ete.,  Co.  ▼.  Lynoh, 

9.  Gayle  t.  Johnston,  72  Ala.  254,  38  Kfont  271, 99  Pae.  847, 129  A.  B.  B. 
47  Am.  Rep.  406;  Swope  v.  Swope,  646. 
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to  have  recourse  to  the  land  to  pay  them.'*  In  some  states  no  such 
order  may  be  made  when  there  are  minors  interested  in  such  estate, 
unless  the  probate  court  has  taken  evidence  by  disposition  as  in 
chancery  proceedings,  showing  the  necessity  Cor  a  sale.''  On  a 
petition  for  the  sale  of  lands  of  an  insolvent  estate  to  pay  debts,  the 
decree  of  insolvency  makes  a  prima  facie  case  of  necessity  for  the 
sale,  dispensing  with  the  necessity  of  taking  depositions  as  in  other 
cases,  and  substituting  such  decree  for  proof  of  the  existence  of  debts, 
and  insufficiency  of  personal  assets.'* 

401.  Judicial  Finding  of  Fact  of  Indebtedness. — Parties  in  interest 
joined  as  defendants  in  a  proceeding  to  sell  real  estate  of  a  decedent 
for  the  payment  of  debts  may  file  an  answer  denying  the  existence 
of  valid  debts,  and  thereby  raise  issues  to  be  tried  by  the  court." 
Sufficiency  of  evidence  of  a  debt  to  warrant  the  issuance  of  a  license  to 
sell  is  a  matter  which,  when  the  proceedings  are  regular,  is  within 
the  jurisdiction  and  discretion  of  the  probate  judge.'*  The  probate 
court  must  determine  whether  there  are  debts  and  the  legislature 
has  no  constitutional  power  to  find  and  determine  that  fact."  A 
recital  in  an  order  of  rule  "that  it  appears  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
court  that  it  is  necessary  to  sell  said  land"  is  sufficient  without  more 
particularly  stating  the  reason  of  such  necessity.** 

402.  Sales  to  Pay  Debts  Barred  by  Statute  of  Limitations.— 
Proceedings  to  charge  the  lands  or  proceeds  of  lands  of  a  decedent  for 
any  debt  incurred  by  him  or  by  his  executor  or  administrator  must 
be  inaugurated  against  the  estate  in  due  form,  as  to  parties  and 
declared  purpose  within  the  period  of  the  statute  of  limitations.*  But 
the  land  of  a  decedent,  while  held  by  his  heirs,  may,  in  equity,  be 
subjected  to  sale  for  the  payment  of  his  debts  accruing  after  the  time 
allowed  for  the  probate  of  claims  has  expired.*  The  existence  of  a 
valid  debt  not  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations  is  deemed  a  jur- 
isdictional fact,  and  therefore  where  a  sale  has  taken  place  to  pay 
claims  against  the  decedent  which  were  barred  by  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions the  sale  is  void  as  without  jurisdiction.*    If  not  commenced 

14.  Smith  T.  Wildman,  178  Pa.  St.  cia!  powers,  see  Constitdtional  Law, 

245,  35  Atl.  1047,  66  A.  S.  R.  760,  86  vol.  6,  p.  160  et  seq. 

I.JI.A.  834.  20.  Cox  V.  Davis,  17  Ala.  714,  62 

16.  Goodwin  v.  Sims,  86  Ala.  102,  Am.  Deo.  199. 

6  So.  587,  11  A.  8.  R.  21.  1.  Taylor  v.  Crook,  136  Ala.  354, 

16.  Henley  v.  Johnston,  134  Ala.  34  So.  905,  96  A.  S.  R,  26.  Aa  to  stat- 
046,  32  So.  1009,  92  A.  S.  R.  48.  ute  of  limitations  in  regard  to  elaima, 

17.  Anstin  v.  Austin,  132  N.  C.  262,  see  sapra,  par.  234. 

43  S.  E.  827,  95  A.  S.  R.  637.  2.  Scoggin  v.  Hudgins,  78  Ark.  631, 

18.  Merrill  v.  Harris,  26  N.  H.  142,  94  S.  W.  684,  115  A.  S.  R.  60. 

67  Am.  Dec.  359.  3.  Smith  v.  Wildman,-  178  Pa.  St. 

19.  Davenport  v.  Young,  16  111.  548,  245,  35  AtL  1047,  66  A  S.  R.  760,  3« 
63  Am.  Dec.  320.  As  to  the  probihition  L.R.A.  831 

agunst  l^islative  assumption  of  jndi- 
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mthin  the  tim«  limited  by  law,  the  claimant  will  not  be  permitted  to 
share  in  the  proceeds  arising  from  a  sale  of  the  real  estate  made  oq 
account  of  other  claims  not  barred  by  the  statute.*  As  to  this,  it 
does  not  matter  whether  the  creditor  is  the  personal  representative  or 
a  third  person.  In  either  case  the  lis  pendens  against  the  heir  or 
person  representing  the  heir  must  be  commenced  within  the  period 
of  the  statute.^  But  the  purchaser,  though  he  acquires  no  title  to 
the  property,  is  entitled  to  the  value  of  the  improvements  placed  by 
him  on  the  land.*  A  sale  of  property  by  an  administrator  has  been 
held  to  be  void  where  the  sale  was  made  by  virtue  of  an  order  obtained 
in  due  time,  but  not  acted  upon  until  the  statute  of  limitations  bad 
run  against  the  debts  which  made  such  sale  necessary.^  A  judgment 
or  decree  against  heirs  in  a  suit  in  one  state,  authorizing  the  sale  of 
a  decedent's  land  situated  there  to  pay  his  debts,  will  not  prevent  the 
running  of  the  statute  of  limitations  against  a  suit  in  another  state 
to  subject  his  land  situated  therein  to  the  payment  of  the  same  debts.* 
403.  What  Period  of  Delay  Bars. — In  nearly  all  jurisdictions  stat- 
ates  of  limitation  operate  to  discharge  the  real  estate  of  a  decedent 
from  the  lien  of  his  debts  after  a  designated  number  of  years  from 
his  death.  Such  statutes  have  been  cliaracterized  as  statutes  of  repose, 
as  operating  tp  discharge  the  land  from  the  debts  of  the  decedent, 
whether  in  the  hands  of  purchasers,  heirs,  or  devisees.*  In  some 
states  there  is  no  such  statute  and  it  has  been  held  that  such  a  proceed- 
ing may  be  maintained  only  if  begun  within  a  reasonable  time,  in  view 
of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,'*  and  the  right  to  sell  will  he  lost 
by  the  "gross  laches"  or  "unreasonable  delay"  of  the  administrator  in 
applying,  for  lease.'*  Within  the  rule,  it  has  been  held  that  a  delay 
for  more  than  seven  years  is  not  excused  by  the  fact  that  the  values 
of  real  estate  in  the  city  where  the  land  was  situated  were  declining 
during  that  time.'^  In  some  states  in  the  absence  of  a  l^;islative 
mandate  on  the  subject  the  courts  have  adopted  seven  years  after  the 
death  of  a  decedent  as  a  proper  time  within  which  an  application 
should  be  made  for  the  sale  of  his  real  property/*  but  they  also  hold 
that  if  circumstances  show  good  reason  for  the  delay,  a  very  much 

4.  In  re  Cooper,  206  Pa.  St.  628,  56  '10.  Brogan  v.  BrogaB,  63  Ark.  405, 

Atl.  67,  98  A.  S.  R.  799.  39  S.  W.  58,  58  A.  S.  R.  124;  Thomas 

6,  Taylor  t.  Crook,  136  Ala.  354,  34  v.  Williams,  80  Kan.  632,  103  Pae. 

So.  905,  96  A.  S.  R.  26.  772,  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1304. 

6.  Heath  v.  Wells,  5  Pick.  (Mass.)  11.  Roth  v.  Holland,  58  Ark.  633, 
140,  16  Am.  Dee.  383.  20  S.  W.  521,  35  A.  S.  R.  126. 

7.  Campaa  v.  Qillett,  1  Mich.  416,  12.  Brognn  v.  Brogan,  63  Ark.  405, 
63  Am.  Dec.  73  and  note.  39  S.  W.  58,  58  A.  S.  R.  124. 

8.  Hull  V.  Hull,  35  W.  Va.  155,  13  13.  McCoy  v.  Morrow,  18  III.  519, 
S.  E.  49,  29  A.  S.  R.  800.  68  Am.  Dec.  578  and  note;  Graham  v. 

9.  Smith  7.  Wildman,  178  Pa.  St.  Brock,  212  HI.  579,  72  N.  E.  825, 103 
245,  35  Atl.  1047,  56  A.  S.  R.  760,  A.  S.  B.  248. 

36  LJI.A.  834. 
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longer  time  will  not  bar  the  proceedings.'*  If  the  land  of  an  intestate 
is  in  litigation,  it  is  not  an  unreasonable  delay  for  the  administrator 
to  wait,  after  a  final  judgment  in  Uie  trial  cour^  until  the  time  allowed 
for  an  appeal  has  expired,  before  attempting  to  subject  the  land  to  the 
payment  of  debts.^'^  A  delay  of  six  years  is  not  unreasonable,  when 
it  is  occasioned  by  the  pendency  of  litigation  carried  on  in  good  faith 
to  determine  the  validity  and  amount  of  the  decedent's  indebtedness.'* 
Even  a  delay  of  more  than  twenty  years  after  letters  of  administration 
have  been  gralited,  before  applying  for  an  order  to  sell  the  lands  of 
the  decedent  to  pay  his  debts,  has  been  held  not  to  be  unreasonable, 
when  such  lands  had  been  set  aside  as  dower,  and  the  application  was 
made  on  the  death  of  the  widow/'  though  other  courts  have  refused 
to  accept  the  continuance  of  the  widow's  right  of  dower  in  the  land 
8s  an  excuse  for  not  commencing  proceedings  until  nine  years  after 
ibe  death  of  the  decedent.*^  There  is  a  difference  in  effect  between 
a  delay  in  obtaining  an  order  of  sale  and  a  delay  in  executing  such  an 
order,  and  accordingly  it  has  been  held  that  where  an  order  of  sale 
baa  been  made,  a  delay  of  as  much  as  seven  years  has  been  held  not 
to  jeopardize  the  right  to  complete  the  sale  thereafter.^* 

Realty  Subject  to  Sale 

404.  Generally. — ^As  has  elsewhere  been  seen,  where  the  personal 
estate  is  insufficient  real  estate  is  universally  considered  as  assets 
available  for  the  payment  of  decedent's  debts.***  At  common  law  this 
liability  partook  of  the  nature  of  a  lien  on  the  land,  as  distinguished 
from  personal  liability,  and  at  the  death  of  the  heir  devolved  upon 
his  heirs  and  not  upon  bis  personal  representative;  and  in  most  juris- 
dictions  this  rule,  more  or  less  modified  by  statute,  still  obtains.'  Nor 
under  the  modern  rule  is  the  liability  of  the  land  affected  by  the  heir's 
alienation  thereof,  except  to  such  extent  as  statutes  have  been  enacted 
for  the  benefit  of  bona  fide  purchasers.'  The  power  of  the  legislature 
to  provide  for  the  sale  of  the  real  estate  of  a  decedent  to  pay  his  debts 
is  unquestionable.*  On  the  death  of  the  ancestor  the  court  acquires 
potential  jurisdiction  over  the  sale  of  his  real  estate,*  and  this  potential 

14.  White  T.  Horn,  224  III  238,  79  56  N.  E.  330,  76  A.  S.  R.  164. 
N.  E.  629,  115  A.  S.  R.  155.  20.  See  supra,  par.  121  et  seq. 

15.  Brogan  v.  Brogan,  63  Ark.  406,  1.  See  also  Descent  and  Distbibu- 
39  S.  W.  58,  58  A.  S.  R.  124.  tion,  vol.  9,  pp.  92-107. 

16.  Thomas  v.  Williams,  80  Kan.  2.  Eddy  v.  Traver,  6  Paige  (N.  T.) 
632,  103  Pao.  772,  26  L.R.A.(M.S.)  621,  31  Am.  Dee.  261.  See  also  D>- 
1304.  SCENT  AND  DiSTRiBnnOK,  voL  9,  p.  124 

17.  Kiltongh  v.  Hinton,  54  Ark.  65,  et  seq. 

14  S.  W.  1092,  26  A.  S.  R.  19.  3.  Kibby  v.  Chitwood,  4  T.  B.  Men. 

18.  Graham  v.  Brock,  212  lU.  579,  (Ky.)  91. 16  Am.  Dec.  143. 

72  N.  E.  825,  103  A.  S.  R.  243  4.  Wvman  v.   Campbell,  6  Port 

19.  Kipping  v.  Donint,  184  III.  165,  (Ala.)  219,  31  Am,  Dec  677. 
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liability  is  not  destroyed  by  the  existence  of  recognized  priorities  in 
regard  to  the  liability  of  different  classes  and  kinds  of  real  estate,* 
as,  for  example,  the  rule  that  land  acqtiired  after  the  making  of  a 
will,  and  which  descends  to  heirs  at  law,  will  be  liable  for  debts  of 
the  deceased  in  preference  to  land  specifically  devised.*  Nor  will  the 
existence  or  nonexistence  of  testamentary  provisions  charging  debts 
on  a  part  or  all  of  the  real  estate  ^  modify  the  right  of  the  executor 
or  administiutor  to  institute  appropriate  proceedings  to  require  a  part 
or,  if  necessary,  all  of  the  real  estate  of  the  decedent  to  be  sold  for  the 
payment  of  his  debts.* 

405.  What  Interests  and  Estates  in  Realty  Hay  Be  Sold.— The 
realty  which  can  be  sold  to  pay  the  debts  of  a  decedent,  upon  petition 
of  the  executor  or  administrator,  is  that  real  estate  to  which  the 
decedent  had  claim  or  title  at  the  time  of  his  decease,'  including  an 
undivided  part  interest."*  It  is  not  necessary  that  the  decedent  at  the 
time  of  his  death  should  have  been  in  actual  possession  of  the  land. 
The  rule  of  the  common  law  that  a  disseisee  cannot  convey  an  estate 
of  which  he  is  dissnsed  to  a  stranger  to  the  title,  so  as  to  enable  him 
to  sue  for  it  in  his  own  name,  has  no  application  to  a  conveyance  by 
an  administrator  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  deceased.**  But 
where  the  land  directed  to  be  sold  is  the  property  of  a  stranger  tJie 
sale  is  void.  Questions  of  title  are  not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
probate  court  in  ordering  a  sale.  It  has  power  to  act  only  when  the 
real  estate  is  in  fact  the  property  of  the  decedent.  All  that  it  ever 
pretends  to  do  in  a  proceeding  of  this  character  is  to  order  the  sale 
of  whatever^ interest  the  decedent  may  have  had  in  the  land  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  It  never  assumes  to  decide  whether  he  was  in  fact 
the  owner.**  This  is  in  accordance  with  the  general  principle  that 
a  probate  court  has  no  power  to  order  an  executor  or  administrator 
to  sell  anything  which  is  not  assets  for  the  payment  of  the  decedent's 
debts." 

406.  Quantity  of  Land. — As  a  general  rule  only  so  much  of  the 
real  estate  of  a  decedent  can  be  sold  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  his  debts.  Where,  because  of  the  indivisibility  of 
the  property,  the  whole  must  be  sold,  the  surplus,  by  the  doctrine 

5.  See  supra,  par.  133.  12  Am.  Dec.  701. 

6.  Stires  v.  Stires,  6  N.  J.  Eq.  224,  10.  Parkman  v.  Aicardi,  34  Ala.  393, 
43  Am.  Dec.  626.  73  Am.  Dec.  457. 

7.  See  Bupra,  par.  132.  11.  Knowlea  v.  Blodgett,  15  R.  I. 

8.  Earle  v.  Coberly,  65  W.  Va.  163,  463,  8  AtL  691,  2  A.  S.  R.  913.  See 
64  S.  E.  628,  17  Ann.  Gas.  479.  generally,  Chaupestt  and  Maiktb- 

9.  Wright  T.  Zeigler,  1  Ga.  324,  44  nance,'  vol.  5,  p.  280  et  seq. 

Am.  Dec.  656;  Sifford  t.  Cutler,  244     12.  Gjerstadengen  v.  Van  Dusea,  7 
Dl.  234,  91  N.  E.  428,  135  A.  S.  R.  N.  D.  612,  76  N.  W.  233,  66  A.  S.  E. 
326, 18  Ann.  Cas.  36;  Peebles  v.  Watts,  679.   See  infra,  par.  431. 
0  Dana  (Ky.)  102,  33  Am.  Dee.  531;      13.  McCormick's  Appeal,  67  Pa.  St. 
Higley  v.  Smith,  1  D.  Chip.  (Vt.)  409.  54,  98  Am.  Dee.  lOL  ■ 
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of  equitable  conversion,  is  considered  as  real  estate  and  as  such  goes 
to  the  heirs.^*  An  order  of  sale  in  probate  proceeding  may  properly 
provide  that  the  sale  shall  ceaee  when  a  certain  sum  of  money  required 
to  be  raised  has  been  obtained  from  the  sale  of  several  lots  or  parcels 
of  ground.**  But  though  jurisdiction  is  conferred  upon  the  court 
by  the  filing  of  a  proper  petition,**  the  court  is  not  restricted  to  the 
granting  of  an  order  to  sell  to  the  exact  amount  neither  less  nor. 
more,  which  the  petitioner  may  represent  to  be  necessary.*'  More 
than  the  minimum  amount  of  realty  needed  for  that  purpose  may 
be  sold  when  it  is  so  situated  that  a  part  of  it  cannot  be  sold  without 
injury  or  undue  loss.**  If  on  a  proper  petition  a  probate  judge  orders 
real  estate  to  be  sold/persons  who  were  parties  to  the  proceeding,  and 
duly  served  with  process,  cannot  avoid  a  sale  made  thereafter,  on  the 
ground  that,  as  appears  by  the  result  of  the  sales  made,  it  was  not 
necessary  to  sell  all  the  property  to  pay  the  debts,  for  the  payment 
of  which  the  sale  was  ordered  to  be  made.**  In  jurisdictions  in  which 
the  court  is  authorized  merely  to  license  a  sale  of  so  much  real  estate 
as  is  necessary  to  pay  debts,  a  decree  authorizing  an  executor  to  sell 
so  much  real  estate  as  he  may  deem  for  the  best  interest  of  the  estate  is 
erroneous.**'  In  regard  to  the  quantity  of  real  estate  sold,  the  executor 
or  administrator  is  powerless,  as  in  other  cases,  to  disres^ard  the  order 
of  the  court.  If  he  should  sell  a  greater  quantity  than  is  authorized 
by  the  order  of  the  court,  the  sale  may  be  invalid.' 

407,  Sale  Subject  to  Liens. — Liens  existing  against  the  lands  of  a 
decedent  at  his  death  may  be  enforced  against  the  lands  by  the  parties 
in  whose  favor  they  exist.  The  creditors  of  an  insolvent  estate  have 
no  right  or  claim  to  the  lands  or  the  proceeds  of  them  until  such  prior 
liens  have  been  satisfied.*  But  nevertheless  property  may  be  sold  by 
order  of  court  for  the  payment  of  the  decedent's  general  debts,  and 
the  right  of  lienholders  will  be  protected  either  by  selling  subject  to 
their  liens  or  directing  payment  thereof  to  be  made  from  the  proceeds 
of  the  sale.*  By  statute  it  is  expressly  provided  in  some  states  that  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  executor  or  administrator,  on  making  sale  of  the 
land  of  the  deceased  which  is  subject  to  a  mortgage  or  other  lien,  to 

14.  Marvin  v.  Bowlby,  142  Mich.  9  S.  E.  820,  17  A.  S.  R.  25. 

345,  105  N.  W.  751, 113  A.  S.  R.  574,  20.  Morria  v.  Hogle,  37  lU.  150,  87 
7  Ann.  Cas.  ^0,  4  LJl.A.(N.S.)  189.  Am.  Dee.  243. 

See  Descent  and  Distbibutwh,  y(A,  1.  Wakefield  v.  Campbell,  20  Me. 
9,p.83etseq.  393,  37  Am.  Dee.  60  and  note.  See 

15.  Richardson  v.  Bntler,  82  CaL  sapra,  par.  390,  as  to  eourt's  power 
174,  23  Pae.  9,  16  A.  S.  R.  lOL  to  fix  terms  of  sale. 

16.  See  supra,  par.  380.  2.  Hood  v.  Hammond,  128  Ala.  669, 

17.  Tenney  v.  Poor,  14  Gray  (Mass.)  30  So.  540,  86  A.  S.  R.  159. 

630,  77  Am.  Dee.  340.  3.  Shahas  v.  Shahan,  48  W.  Ta. 

18.  Merrill  v.  Harria,  26  N.  H.  142,  477,  37  S.  E.  652,  86  A.  S.  R.  6a 
97  Am.  Dee.  359.  See  generally,  laxsB. 

'  19.  Hodge  V.  Fabian,  31  S.  C.  212. 

346 


Digitized  by 


I  408 


EXECUTOBS  AND  ADMimSTBATOBS       U  B.  C.  L. 


apply  the  purchase  money,  after  paying  the  expenses  of  the  sale,  first 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  mortgage  or  lien.* 

408.  Partition  as  Affecting  Sale. — ^As  a  rale,  imme<3iately  on  the 
death  of  an  intestate  owning  real  estate  the  heirs  are  entitled  to  institute 

partition  proceedings  without  waiting  for  the  settlement  of  the  estate. 
Even  if  it  should  subsequently  appear  that  the  peraonal  assets  are 
insufficient  to  pay  the  decedent's  debts,  until  the  land  may  be  needed 
for  the  purpose  of  liquidating  such  debts  the  heirs  are  entitled  to  the 
separate  enjoyment  of  their  several  portions  of  the  estate,  and  may 
proceed  to  enforce  their  rights  unless  some  special  state  of  facts  should 
make  it  unjust  or  improper  that  they  should  do  so.*  The  purpose  and 
effect  of  a  decree  in  partition  is  not  to  transfer  the  title  from  the 
decedent  to  his  heir  to  whom  the  land  may  be  allotted  or  who  may 
elect  to  take  at  valuation.  It  operates  only  upon  the  parties  thereto, 
who  are  the  heirs.  The  creditors  are  not  parties,  and  as  to  them  it  is  res 
inter  alios  acta.  The  object  of  the  partition  is  to  divide  what  descends 
to  the  heirs,  which  may  be  merely  a  defeasible  estate.  Whatever  the 
estate  is,  the  tinal  adjudication  amounts  to  no  more  than  that  as 
against  the  other  parties  he  to  whom  the  land  has  been  adjudged  shall 
hold  it  in  severalty.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  probate  or  orphans'  court 
over  {he  settlement  of  a  decedent's  estate  will  not  be  ousted  or  dimin- 
ished by  partition  between  the  heirs.*  If  after  partition  the  adminis- 
trator should  require  the  land  or  some  portion  of  it  for  the  payment 
of  debts,  it  may  then  be  sold.'  Generally  administrators  have  no 
authority  to  institute  or  maintain  proceedings  for  the  partition  of 
land  of  their  intestates,*  and  are  not,  necessary  or  proper  parties  to 
proceedings  in  partition,  even  when  these  are  instituted  by  one  who  is 
not  bound  by  a  prior  sale  by  the  administrator  and  when  the  effect 
of  the  action  in  partition  will  be  to  disturb  such  prior  sale.'  Nor- 
mally  neither  the  administrator  nor  the  creditors  of  the  decedent 
occupy  the  relation  of  parties  or  privies  to  the  parties  to  partition  pro- 
ceedings and  are  not  therefore  in  a  position  to  claim  that  the  partiea 
thereto  are  estopped  thereby  from  showing  that  the  decedent  left  no 
interest  or  estate  in  the  lands  subject  to  the  payment  of  his  debts.  In 
like  manner  the  heirs  are  not  estopped  by  the  decree  and  proceedings 
in  partition  from  showing,  in  an  action  against  them  by  the  adminis- 
trator of  the  person  from  whom  they  inherit,  a  title  to  land  different 

4.  Myers  v.  Mott,  20  CaL  359,  89  62  Pa.  St.  225,  91  Am.  Dec.  150. 
Am.  Dec.  49.  7.  O'Keefe  v.  Behrens,  73  Kan.  469, 

6.  Smith  V.  Smith,  132  Ta.  700,  109  85  Pac.  555,  9  Ann.  Cas.  867,  8  L.R.A. 
N.  "W.  194,  119  A.  S.  R.  581  and  note;  (N.S.)  354;  Faran  v.  Robinson,  17 
O'Keefe  v.  Behrens,  73  Kan.  4C9,  85  Ohio  St.  242,  93  Am.  Dec.  617. 
Pac.  555,  9  Ann.  Cas.  867,  8  L.R.A.      8.  Terrell  v.  Weymouth,  32  Fla.  255, 
(N.S.)  354.   See  also  generally,  Paa-  13  So.  4..9.  37  A.  S.  R.  94. 
xrr.oN.  9.  Mantemach  v.  Studt,  240  HI.  464, 

6.  Dresher  v.  Allentown  Water  Co.,  88  N.  E.  1000,  130  A.  S.  R.  282. 
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from  that  shown  in  such  partition  suit."  But  in  some  jurisdictions 
k  partition  sale  may  be  made  by  the  administrator  only,  and  if  there 
to  no  administrator  there  can  be  no  sale  until  one  is  appointed.^ 

Salst  of  Pertonaliy 

409.  Generally. — An  executor  or  administrator  becomes  for  most 
purposes  the  owner  of  the  legal  title  to  the  goods  of  his  testator,  and 
may  dispose  of  them  as  if  they  were  his  own,  except  that  he  cannot 
bequeath  them,  nor  can  they  be  taken  on  execution  for  his  debt.'* 
His  powers  with  regard  to  the  sale  or  pledge  of  assets  are  much  broader 
than  those  of  a  trustee,  since  normally  he  receives  the  actual  title 
and  is  presumed  to  have  tlie  right  to  transfer  it.**  At  common  law, 
and  in  most  jurisdictions  to-day,  he  has  absolute  power  of  disposal 
over  the  whole  personal  property,'*  including  chos^  in  action."  And 
when  thus  sold  and  disposed  of  they  cannot  be  followed  into  tiie 
alienee's  Iiands  by  creditors  of  the  estate  or  by  legatees,  either  general 
or  specific,**  except  on  the  ground  of  fraud.*'  It  has  been  said  that 
it  would  be  very  inconvenient  if  the  creditors  could  pursue  personal 
property  thus  sold,  for  then  no  one  would  deal  with  an  executor 
or  administrator  without  examining  the  whole  account  of  assets." 
It  seems  that  at  common  law  an  executor  or  administrator  could  even 
give  away  the  personal  effects,"  but  tliis  right  is  no  longer  recognized.*" 

410.  Necessity  of  Order  of  Court — Since  an  executor  or  adminis- 
trator has  a  general  right  of  disposal  of  assets  of  a  decedent,  the  rule 
at  common  law  still  obtaining  in  some  jurisdictions  is  that  no  order 
of  the  court  is  required  to  eHectuate  a  sale  of  the  decedent's  personal 


10.  Simpson  v.  PeaisoDf  31  Ind.  1,  man,  4  T.  R.  621,  2  Rev.'  Rep.  479, 

99  Am.  Dec.  577.  2  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  214. 

11.  Rose  V.  Newman,  26  Tex.  131,  Note:  87  Am.  Dec.  209. 

80  Am.  Dec.  646.  15.  Beecher    v.    Backingham,  18 

12.  Petrie  v.  Clark,  11  Serg.  &  R.  Conn.  110,  44  Am.  Dec.  580. 

(Pa.)  377,  14  Am.  Dec.  636.  16.  Petersen  v.  Chemical  Bank,  32 

13.  Hemmy  v.  Hawkins,  102  Wis.  N.  Y.  21,  88  Am.  Dee.  298  and  note; 
66,  78  N.  W.  177,  72  A.  S.  R.  863.  Wood's  Appeal,  92  Pa.  St.  379,  37 

14.  Wyatt  T.  Ramfao,  29  Ala.  510,  Am.  Rep.  694;  Farr  v.  Newman,  4  T. 
68  Am.  Dec.  89;  Jones  v.  Atchison  T.  R.  621,  2  Rev.  Rep.  479,  2  Eng.  Rul. 
ft  S.  F.  R.  Co.,  150  Mass.  304,  23  N.  Cas.  214. 

E.  43,  5  L.R.A.  538;  Kent  v.  Both-  Note:  87  Am.  Dec.  209. 

well,  152  Mass.  341,  25  N.  E.  721,  9  17.  Rankin  v.  Newman,  114  Cal 

L.R.A.   258;    Petersen   v.    Chemical  635,  46  Pac.  742,  34  L.R.A.  265. 

Bank,  32  N.  T.  21,  88  Am.  Dec.  298  18.  Wood's  Appeal,  92  Pa.  St.  379, 

and  note;  Petrie  v.  Clark,  11  Serg.  &  37  Am.  Rep.  694;  Fan-  v.  Newman, 

R.  (Pa.)  377, 14  Am.  Dec  636;  Wood's  4  T.  R.  621,  2  Rev.  Rep.  479,  2  Eng. 

Appeal,  92  Pa.  St.  379,  37  Am.  Rrp.  Rul.  Caa.  214. 

€94;  Pomeroy'a  Appeal,  127  Pa.  St.  19.  Sneed  t.  Hooper,  Cooke  (Tenn.) 

492,  18  Atl.  4,  4  L.R.A.  367;  Chap.  200.  5  Am.  Dec.  691. 

man  v.  City  Council,  30  S.  G.  649,  9  20.  Estate  of  Radovirh.  74  CaL  636L 

S.  E.  691,  3  Lit.A.  311;  Farr  t.  New-  16  Pae.  321,  6  A.  S.  R.  466. 

347 


^  Digitized  by  Google 


i  411 


EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTRATORS 


11  R.  C.  L. 


property.*  At  common  law,  not  only  was  no  order  required  t>ut  no 
power  existed  in  any  court  to  order  an  administrator  or  executor  to  sell 
personalty.*  So,  statutes  providing  for  the  granting  of  decrees  of 
the  court  as  to  sales  of  personal  property  by  an  executor  or  adminis- 
trator are  usually  construed  to  be  for  the  protection  of  the  adminis- 
trator and  not  as  a  limitation  on  his  power.*  Under  statutes  regulating 
the  administration  of  estates  an  executor  or  administrator  may  usually 
sell  the  personal  property  of  the  estate  without  an  order  of  court.^ 
In  a  number  of  states,  however,  the  common  law  right  of  the  adminis- 
trator to  sell  and  dispose  of  personal  property  does  not  exist,  but  all 
sales  of  such  property  are  to  be  made  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
statutes  upon  the  subject,*  and  the  power  of  the  representative  to 
sell  personal  property  has  been  made  dependent  on  the  assent  of  the 
probate  or  other  appropriate  court.*  In  such  jurisdictions  it  has  been 
held  that  an  executor  who  sells  personal  property  of  his  testator  with- 
out an  order  of  court  is  guilty  of  its  conversion,  and  becomes  respon- 
sible for  its  value,  with  l^al  interest.'  Sometimes  the  power  of  an 
executor  or  administrator  to  sell  promissory  notes,  claims,  demands, 
rights  of  action,  bonds,  and  stocks  belonging  to  the  decedent  at  his 
death  is  taken  away  by  statute  except  in  the  case  of  the  sale  of 
desperate  claims,  and  bonds  and  stocks  necessary  to  be  sold  to  pay 
debts.* 

411.  Manner  of  Sale. — As  has  already  been  seen  in  most  jurisdic- 
tions an  executor  or  administrator  has  the  power  to  sell  the  personal 
assets  belonging  to  the  estate  •  without  an  order  of  the  court.  On  such 
a  sale  the  purchaser  is  vested  with  all  the  legal  as  well  as  the  equitable 
rights  of  Uie  decedent,"  and  acquires  a  title  as  perfect  as  if  made  by 
a  living  owner.^^  At  common  law  the  sale  might  be  private;  ^*  but 

1.  Flynn  t.  Chicago,  O.  W.  R.  Co.,  6.  Fallon  v.  Butler,  21  Gal.  24,  81 
159  la.  571.  141  N.  W.  401,  45  L.RJL.  Am.  Dee.  140;  Wickereham  v.  Johm- 
(N.S.)  1098;  Jelke  v.  Goldsmith,  52  ton,  104  Cal.  407,  38  Pae.  89,  43  A.  S. 
Ohio  St.  409,  40  N;  E.  167,  49  A.  S.  R.  118;  Raokin  v.  Newman,  114  Cal. 
R.  730;  Chapman  v.  City  Coaneil,  30  635,  46  Pae.  742,  34  L.R.A.  265. 

S.  C.  549,  9  S.  B.  691,  3  L.R.A.  31L     7.  Radovich's  Estate.  74  Cal  536, 16 

Supra,  par.  301,  as  to  orderB  of  eonrt  Pae.  321,  5  A.  S.  R.  466. 

generally.  8.  Jelke  v.  Gk>ldsmith,  62  Ohio  St. 

2.  Wyatt  V.  Rambo,  29  Ala.  610,  68  499,  40  N.  E.  167,  49  A.  S.  R.  730. 
Am.  Dec.  89.  9.  See  infra,  par.  409,  410. 

3.  Flynn  v.  Chicago  0.  W.  R.  Co.,  10.  Peterson  v.  Chemical  Bank,  32 
159  la.  571,  141  N.  W.  401,  45  L.R.A.  N.  T.  21,  88  Am.  Dec.  298  and  note. 
(N.S.)  1098.  11.  Huthmacher  v.  Harris,  38  Pa. 

4.  Jelke  v.  Goldsmith,  62  Ohio  St.  St.  491,  80  Am.  Dee.  502. 

499,  40  N.  E.  167,  49  A.  S.  R.  730.      12.  Drake  v.  Cloonan.  99  Mich.  121. 

6.  Citizens'  St.  R.  Co.  v.  Robbins,  57  N.  W.  1098,  41  A.  S.  R.  586;  Sneed 
128  Ind.  449.  26  N.  E.  116,  25  A.  S.  v.  Hooper,  Cooke  (Tenn.)  200,  6  Am. 
R.  445,  12  L.R.A.  498;  Lamb  v.  Lamb,  Dec  691. 
I  Spean  £q.  (S.  C.)  289, 40  Am.  Deo. 
618. 
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in  a  number  of  jurisdictions  this  rule  has  been  abrogated,  and  except 
when  specially  allowed  by  the  decree  of  a  proper  court  the  sale  is 
required  to  be  public.  Ordinarily  sales  of  personalty  by  an  executor 
or  administrator  are  made  on  a  cash  basis.  In  some  states  provision 
is  made  for  extension  of  credit  for  a  limited  period,  such  as  one  year. 
In  such  jurisdictions  if  a  sale  is  made  on  a  credit  longer  than  that 
allowed  by  such  statutes  such  sale  may  be  held  to  be  void.^*  The 
delivery  of  chatt^  to  a  purchaser  at  an  administettion  sale  is  suffi- 
cient if  the  purchaser,  after  the  bid,  takes  possession  without  a 
teespasa.** 

412.  Pledges. — In  most  but  not  all  jarisdictiona,  an  executor  is 
considered  as  having  the  power  to  borrow  money  for  purposes  con- 
nected with  the  discnai^e  of  his  duties,  and  to  pledge  the  assets  of 

the  estate  as  security  for  the  debt.**  Accordingly,  it  has  been  held 
that  where  a  decree  has  been  rendered  against  an  executor  he  has 
authority  to  pledge  notes,  the  property  of  the  estate,  as  security  for 
its  payment.*'  It  is  of  course  well  settled  that  an  executor  or  adminis- 
trator has  no  authority  to  pledge  personalty  belonging  to  the  estate 
to  secure  his  own  debts.*'  The  same  general  rules  which  govern  the 
sale  of  personal  assets  by  executors  and  administrators  as  a  rule  apply 
to  pledges  of  such  property  by  them.**  For  example,  a  pledge  of 
the  assets  of  the  estate  made  to  secure  a  loan  for  the  representative's 
own  personal  benefit  is  valid  if  the  pledgee  has  no  knowledge  or 
notice  of  the  intended  perversion  of  the  proceeds,  but  takes  the  prop- 
erty in  good  faith,  believing  the  loan  to  be  made  for  the  benefit  of 
the  estate.'*  So  it  has  been  held  that  if  a  coexecutor  who  has  the 
active  management  of  the  estate,  and  who  bears  a  good  business  and 
financial  reputation,  borrows  money  for  the  estate  in  the  course  of 
administration  from  a  person  who  does  not  know  that  the 'borrower  is 
a  coexecutor  or  of  any  fraudulent  intent  on  the  part  of  the  latter, 
who  represents  that  the  loan  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  estate,  and  who  , 
pledges  certain  stock  as  security  for  the  loan  and  afterward  transfers 
it  to  the  lender,  the  facts  are  not  sufficient  to  put  the  latter  on  inquiry 
and  prevent  him  from  acquiring  good  title  to  the  stock.*"  Where  an 
executor  or  administrator  cannot  legally  borrow  money  on  the  faith 
ol  collateral  belonging  to  the  estate,  if  a  loan  is  in  fact  made  to  him 
and  the  money  borrowed  is  expended  for  the  benefit  of  the  estate, 

IS.  Citizens'  St.  R.  Co.  v.  Robbins,     16.  Pickens  v.  Tarborongh,  26  Ala. 
128  Ind.  449,  26  N.  E.  U6,  25  A.  S.  417,  62  Am.  Dec.  728. 


14.  Cummings  v.  Coleman,  7  Rich.     18.  Schell  v.  Deperven,  198  Pa.  St. 

Eq.  (S.  C.)  609,  62  Am.  Dec.  402.  600,  48  Atl.  813,  82  A.  S.  R.  820. 

16.  Carter  v.  Manufacturers'  Nat.      19.  Hemmy  v.  Hawkins,  102  Wis. 

Bank  of  Lewiston,  71  Me.  448,  36  Am.  56,  78  N.  W.  177,  72  A.  S.  R.  863. 


R.  445,  12  L.R.A.  498. 


17.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912C  980. 


Rep.  338. 
Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912C  979. 


20.  Schell  V.  Deperven,  198  Pa.  St 
600,  48  AtL  813,  82  A.  S.  R.  820. 
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it  has  been  held  that  this  does  not  convert  the  money  thus  illegally 
received  into  assets  of  the  intestate.^ 

413.  Sales  of  Slaves. — Slaves  occupied  in  a  number  of  states  a 
peculiar  position,  which  is  worthy  of  being  mentioned  although  this 
species  of  property  has  been  abolished  by  the  thirteenth  amendment. 
Slaves  belonging  to  an  estate  were  not  allowed  to  be  sold  for  the 
payment  of  debts  until  all  the  other  property  subject  to  the  payment 
of  debts  had  first  been  sold.'  Where  an  executor  or  administrator  had 
authority  to  make  sales  of  personalty  it  seems  that  a  reversionary 
interest  in  slaves  was  not  subject  to  such  sale.*  In  some  states  statutes 
expressly  regulated  the  sales  of  slaves  and  prohibited  their  sale  with- 
out an  order  of  the  court  except  when  directed  by  the  will  of  the 
testator  so  to  do.*  Occasionally  statutes  made  a  distinction  between 
slaves  and  perishable  property,  the  latter  being  made  subject  to  prior 
liability  for  the  payment  of  debts.'  It  seems,  however,  that  in  the 
absence  of  a  statutory  definition  of  the  term  "perishable  property," 
a  sale  of  slaves  could  be  made  under  an  order  of  court  directing  the 
executor  to  sell  the  perishable  property  and  that  the  sale  passed  the 
legal  title  to  the  slaves.* 

Caveat  Emptor 

414.  Applicability  of  Doctrine  Generally. — In  practically  all  juris- 
dictions the  rule  of  the  common  law  as  to  caveat  emptor  is  applied 
as  to  sales  by  executors  and  administrators  of  property  belonging  to 
the  estate  of  the  decedent,'  whether  realty  *  or  personalty,*  and  both 
as  to  title  and  as  to  soundness  or  quality.'*  The  purchaser  is  bound 
to  take  notice  of  the  authority  of  the  representative,  which  is  to  sell 
only  the  inl^Brest  which  the  intestate  had  at  his  deaUi.'^  So  be  must 

1.  Bank  of  Newton  County  v.  Smith  Wil4man,  178  Pa.  SL  245, 
1  American  Bonding  Co.,  141  Ga.  326,  35  Ail.  1047,  56  A.  S.  R.  760,  36 

80  S.  E.  1003,  50  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1089.  L.R.A.  834;  Thompson  v.  MungCT,  15 

2.  Wilhera  V.  Patterson,  27  Tex.  401,  Tex.  523,  65  Am.  Dec  176;  Matson 
86  Am.  Dec.  643.  v.  Johnson,  48  Wash.  256.  93  Pae.  324, 

3.  May  v.  May,  7  Fla.  207,  68  Am.  125  A.  S.  R.  024.  See  generally, 
Dee.  431.  Sales. 

4.  Herron  Marshall,  5  Humph.  8.  Owen  v.  Slatter,  26  Ala.  547,  63 
(Tenn.)  443,  42  Am.  Dec  444.  Am.  Dec.  745;  Wells  t.  Harper,  81 

6.  Batson  v.  Murrell,  10  Humph.  Ga.  194,  6  S.  E.  913,  12  A.  S.  R.  310; 
(Tenn.)  301,  51  Am.  Dec.  707.  Mantemach  v.  Studt,  240  111.  464,  88 

6.  Steele  v.  Wyatt,  23  Ala.  764,  58  N.  E.  1000,  130  A.  S.  R.  282;  Gjer- 
Am.  Dec  317.  stadengen  v.  Van  Duzen,  7  N.  D.  612, 

7.  Bums  v.  Hamilton,  33  Ala.  210,  76  N.  W.  233,  66  A.  S.  R,  670;  Lynch 
70  Am.  Dec  570  and  note;  Lindsay  v.  v.  Baxter,  4  Tez.  431,  61  Am.  Dee. 
Cooper,  94  Ala.  170,  11  So.  325,  33  735  and  note. 

A.  8.  R.  105,  16  L.R.A.  813;  Halleck     9.  Note:  78  A.  S.  R.  193. 

V.  Guy,  9  Cal.  181,  70  Am.  Dec.  643;     10.  Ware  v.  Houghton,  41  Mass.  370, 

Motley  v.  Motley,  53  Neb.  375,  73  N.  93  Am.  Dec  258  and  note. 

W.  738,  68  A.  S.  R.  608;  Beatl  t.     11.  Lmdsay  t.  Cooper.  94  Ab.  170, 

Price,  13  Ohio  368,  42  Am.  Dec  204;  U  8%  825,  33  A.  a  B.  105, 16  T-»* 

SfiO 


Digitized  by  Google 


U  B.  C.  L.       EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTBATOBS 


4  416 


determine  for  himself  whether  the  proceedings  are  legal  and  suffi* 
cittitly  regular  to  authorize  the  snle,^^  and  whether  the  land  does  in 
fact  form  part  of  the  decedent's  estate."  He  must  examine  the  title  ** 
and  the  record  to  know  what  he  is  buying.  Thus,  he  may  be  held 
to  a  knowledge  that  the  dower  of  the  widow  of  the  decedent  remains 
aa  an  incumbrance  upon  the  land.^'  It  is  also  his  duty  to  measure 
the  land  before  the  sale  is  confirmed.  Having  failed  to  do  so,  and 
accepting  a  deed  for  the  land,  paying  part  of  the  purchase  price  and 
giving  a  bond  for  the  balance,  he  is  not  entitled  to  a  deduction  from 
the  bond  because  there  were  a  few  less  acres  than  at  first  supposed." 
Some  courts  have  said  that  the  rule  of  caveat  emptor  may  even 
be  extended  to  those  defects  of  title  which  an  examination  pf  tho 
records  and  other  muniments  of  title  does  not  disclose,  and  to  secret 
equities  which  no  ordinary  diligence  can  detect.*' 

415.  Right  of  Purchaser  to  Relief. — Under  the  operation  of  the 
rule  of  caveat  emptor  in  sales  by  administrators,  a  mere  defect  of 
title  cannot  avail  the  purchaser  either  as  a  defense  to  an  action  for 
the  purchnse  money  or  as  a  ground  for  rescinding  the  contract." 
Although  he  may  pay  the  purchase  money  and  get  no  title,  yet  if  he 
obtained  no  warranty  and  if  at  the  time  of  the  sale  there  was  no  fraud 
and  no  mistake  or  ignorance  of  any  material  fact,  he  has  no  right  to 
relief  in  a  court  of  equity.  He  cannot  found  a  right  to  relief  on  his 
mere  ignorance  or  mistake  of  law."  So,  one  knowing  the  title  to  be 
defective  buj's  land  at  his  own  risk,  and  is  not  entitled  to  compensation 
from  the  rightful  owner  for  improvements  placed  upon  it  when  such 
owner  seeks  to  recover  the  land  in  ejectment,  although  the  latter  may 
have  known  that  the  improvements  were  being  made  and  interposed 
no  objection.**  And  no  lien  on  premises  tmlawfuUy  sold  at  probate 
sale  is  created  by  use  of  money  received.  What  the  representative 
receives  without  lawful  authority  does  not  concern  the  estate,  and  he 

813;  Worthy  v.  Johnson,  8  Ga.  236,  14.  Motley  v.  Motley,  53  Neb.  375, 

52  Am.  Dec  399;  Frost  v.  Atwood,  73  N.  W.  73a,  68  A.  S.  R.  608. 

73  Mich.  67,  41  N.  W.  96,  16  A.  S.  R.  16.  Owen  v.  Slatter,  26  Ala.  647,  62 

560;    Williamsnn   v.   Williamson,   3  Am.  Dec.  745. 

Smedes  &  M.  (Miss.)  715,  41  Am.  Dee.  16.  Sackett  v.  Twining,  IS  Pa.  St. 

636;  Motley  v.  Motley,  53  Neb.  375,  199,  57  Am.  Dec.  599. 

73  N.  W.  738,  68  A.  S.  R.  608;  Hamil-  17.  Undsay  v.  Cooper,  94  Ala.  170, 

ton  T.  Pleasants,  31  Tex.  638,  98  Am.  11  So.  325,  33  A.  S.  R.  105, 16  URJk.. 

Dec.  551.  813. 

12.  Gjerstadengen  v.  Van  Duzen,  18.  Thompson  v.  Munger,  15  Tex. 
7  N.  D.  612,  76  N.  W.  233,  66  A.  S.  R.  523,  65  Am.  Dec.  176. 

679;  Smith  v.  Witdman,  178  Pa.  St.  19.  Bums  v.  Hamilton,  33  Ak.  210, 

245,  35  AtL  1047,  56  A.  S.  R.  760,  36  70  Am.  Dec.  570  and  note. 

L.R.A.  834.  20.  Walker  v.  Qutf»,  6  Watts  (Fa.) 

13.  Qjerstadengen  t.  Van  Dazen,  87,  31  Am.  Dee.  462. 
7  N.  D.  612, 76  K.  W.  233,  66  A.  S.  B. 
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can  no  more  create  a  lien  by  spending  that  money  than  by  spending 
any  other.^  The  application  of  the  doctrine  of  caveat  emptor  has 
been  denied,  however,  where  the  title  sold  was  based  solely  on  a 
fraudulent  certificate  purporting  to  have  been  issued  by  a  board 
of  land  commissioners  but  which  was  absolutely  void,  especially  as 
it  was  considered  to  be  against  public  policy  to  sustain  the  transaction. 
In  such  a  case  the  purchaser's  defense  against  an  action  for  the 
purchase  price  was  sustained.' 

416.  Effect  of  Representative's  Fraud  Generally. — ^Tn  the  absence 
of  bad  faith  or  facts  sufficient  to  put  the  purchaser  upon  inquiry,  he 
is  protected  as  against  the  fraud  of  the  representative  in  dealing  with 
personalty.*  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  an  executor  or  adminis- 
trator in  selling  or  pledging  the  personalty  of  the  estate  is  acting 
improperly  or  fraudulently,  such  sale  or  pledge  will  usually  be  upheld 
as  valid  as  against  the  estate  if  it  is  based  on  a  valuable  consideration, 
and  the  vendee  or  pledgee  has  no  notice,  actual  or  constructive,  that 
the  executor  or  administrator  is  acting  improperly  in  making  the 
sale  or  pledge.^  In  such  cases  a  sale  may  be  upheld  although  the 
executor  or  administrator  acted  in  bad  faith  and  with  the  intent  and 
for  the  purpose  of  converting  tbe  proceeds  of  the  sale  to  his  own 
use.*  The  purchaser  cannot  be  expected  to  know  that  the  sale  or 
pledge  is  not  being  properly  made  in  due  course  of  administration,* 
and  is  not  required  to  look  into  the  accounts  of  the  personal  repre- 
sentative to  ascertain  whether  he  is  faithfully  administering  his  trust, 
but  may  rely  on  tiie  presumption  of  law  to  that  effect.'  So  the  tact 
that  the  legal  title  to  the  stock  was  known  to  have  previously  been  in 
the  executor,  and  that  the  title  of  the  holder  appeared  on  its  face 
to  have  been  derived  from  him  in  his  representative  capacity,  does 
not  standing  alone  necessarily  raise  a  suspicion,  or  put  a  purchaser 
on  inquiry,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  the  executor's  primary  duty  to 
dispose  of  the  assets  and  settle  the  estate.*  Similarly,  a  purchaser  or 
person  accepting  securities  in  pledge  is  not  required  to  investigate  the 
ownership  of  securities  bought  by  or  pledged  to  him  when  no  sus- 
picious fact  appears  putting  him  on  inquiry.*   And  the  fact  that 

1.  Frost  V.  Atwood,  73  Mich.  67,  41     5.  Jelke  v.  Goldsmith,  52  Ohio  St 


2.  Roebl  V.  PleasantSf  31  Tex.  45,  6.  Sbaw  v.  Spencer,  100  Mass.  382, 
48  Am.  Dec  514.  07  Am.  Dee.  107,  1  Am.  Rep.  115. 

3.  Marrsy  Blatehford,  1  Wend.  7.  Wright  t.  Zeigler,  1  Ga.  324,  44 
(N.  Y.)  583,  19  Am.  Dec.  537;  SeheU  Am.  Dee.  656. 

7.  Deperven,  198  Pa.  St.  600,  48  AtL  8.  Wood's  Appeal,  92  Pa.  St  379, 

813,  82  A.  S.  R.  820.  37  Am.  Rep.  694. 

4.  Sutherland  t.  Bmah,  7  Johns.  Ch.  9.  Carter  v.  Manufacturer^  Nat 
(N.  T.)  17, 11  Am.  Deo.  383  and  note;  Bank  of  Lewiston,  71  Me.  448.  36  Am. 
Schell  V.  Deperven,  198  Pa.  St  600,  Rep.  338;  Sutheriand  t.  Brush,  7 


N.  W.  96, 16  A,  S.  R.  560. 


499,  40  N.  E.  167,  49  A.  S.  R.  730. 


48  Atl.  813,  82  A.  S.  R.  820. 
Note:  Ann.  Gas.  1912C  980. 


Johns.  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  17,  U  Am.  Dee. 


383  and  note. 
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personalty  fraudulently  pledged  by  an  executor,  without  knowledge 
by  the  pledgee  of  the  fraud,  was  specifically  bequeathed  to  the  execu- 
tor as  trustee,  has  been  held  not  to  impose  a  greater  duty  of  making 
inquiry  than  if  the  property  bad  been  a  ^mple  asset  of  the  estate.^** 
On  the  other  hand  in  all  sales  made  by  an  administrator  or  executor, 
acting  under  an  ord»  of  the  court,  the  purchaser,  at  his  own  peril, 
is  required  to  ascertain  the  grounds  and  authority  of  the  fiduciary, 
not  from  his  declarations  at  the  time  of  the  sale,  but  from  the  orders 
of  court  and  the  statutes  of  the  state  in  regard  to  his  special  duties  in 
the  premises.^' 

417.  Knowledge  of  Fraud. — When  the  purchaser  knows,  from  the 
very  face  of  the  proceeding  that  the  representative  is  acting  fraudu- 
lently, as,  for  instance,  that  he  is  applying  the  assets  to  his  own  private 
purposes,  the  purchaser  may  be  held  accountable  as  to  such  fraud.** 
Nor  does  a  purchaser  with  knowledge  of  the  representative's  violation 
of  his  trust  acquire  any  title.*'  And  where  property  belonging  to  the 
^tate  is  sold  or  pledged  by  the  executor  or  administrator  for  his  own 
use,  and  tlie  pledgee  has  actual  constructive  notice  of  that  fact,  the 
pledge  is  not  valid  as  against  the  estate."  Nor  is  it  necessary  that 
the  purchaser  should  have  an  actual  knowledge  of  the  particular  fraud 
intended.  If  anything  appears  calculated  to  excite  his  attention,  the 
party  is  considered  in  equity  as  having  knowledge  of  all  that  the 
inquiry  would  have  disclosed.*^  Thus,  the  fact  that  the  executor 
applies  the  assets  in  payment  of  his  own  debt  is  of  itself  considered 
a  circumstance  of  suspicion,  which  ought  to  put  the  purchasing  cred- 
itor on  inquiry  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  transaction,**  and  may  even 
permit  ground  for  an  injunction  against  the  collection  of  a  note  so 
used  and  assigned,  as  between  the  administrator  de  bonis  non,  ap- 
pointed after  the  resignation  of  the  assignor,  and  the  assignee  with 
notice  of  the  fraud.*'  Where  an  assignee  receiving  a  bond  from  an 
administrator  knows  that  it  was  taken  by  his  assignor  in  liquidation 
of  a  debt  due  the  estate,  he  has  the  burden  of  proving  the  fairness  of 

10.  Sehell  Deperven,  198  Pa.  St.  6  Rand.  (Ta.)  195,  16  Am.  Deo.  741. 
600,  48  AtL  813,  82  A.  S.  R.  820.  14.  Prosser  v.  Leatherman,  4  How. 

11.  Hamilton  v.  Pleasants,  31  Tex.  (Miss.)  237,  34  Am.  Dee.  121. ' 
638,  98  Am.  Dec  551.  Note:  Ann.  Caa.  1912C  981. 

12.  Carter  v.  Manufacturers'  Nat.  -  IB.  Tillman  v.  Thomas,  87  Ala.  321, 
Bank  of  Lewiston,  71  Me.  448,  36  Am.  6  So.  151,  13  A.  S.  R.  42;  Smith  v. 
Rep.  338;  Murray  v.  Blatchford,  I  Portescue,  45  N.  C.  127,  57  Am.  Deo. 
Wend.  (N.  Y.)  583,  19  Am.  Dec.  537;  593. 

Field  V.  Schieffelin,  7  Johns.  Ch.  (N.  16.  Shaw  v.  Spencer,  100  Mass.  382, 

Y.)  150,  11  Am.  Dec.  441.  97  Am.  Dec.  107,  1  Am.  Rep.  115. 

Note:  11  Am.  Dec.  387,  388.  17.  Scott  v.  Searles,  7  Smedes  &  M. 

13.  Swink  V.  Snodgrass,  17  Ala.  653,  (Miss.)  498,  45  Am.  Dec.  317, 
S2  Am.  Dee.  190 ;  Grafl  r.  Castleman, 
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the  transaction.^^  Of  course  actual  collusion  between  the  executor  and 
the  purchaser  invalidates  the  sale.^* 

418.  Duty  to  See  to  Application  of  Purchase  Money. — Tn  all  cases 
in  which  an  executor  or  admiDistrator  sells  land  for  the  payment  of 
debts,  he  must  account  for  the  proceeds  to  the  probate  court.'**  A 
failure  to  make  such  account  or  to  apply  Uie  proceeds  to  the  proptf 
purpose  required  by  law  may,  though  not  necessarily,  affect  the 
validity  of  the  sale  and  the  title  of  the  purchaser.  The  general  prin- 
ciple is  that  when  a  trust  to  sell  and  raise  money  is  created  by  a  deed 
through  which  the  purchaser  traces  his  title  he  must  look  to  the 
proper  application  of  the  money,  but  that  when  the  law  creates  the 
trust  the  purchaser  is  not  obliged  to  apply  the  money  further,  than 
to  pay  it  to  the  trustee.*  Since,  therefore,  an  executor  or  adminis- 
trator in  making  sales  acts  under  a  trust  created  by  law  the  purchaser 
is  normally  relieved  of  the  duty  to  see  to  the  proper  application  of 
the  purchase  money.*  And  though  where  a  trust  is  created  for  the 
payment  of  specific  debts  or  for  a  special  object  the  purchaser  may  be 
bound  to  look  to  its  application,'  this  exception  operates  only  when 
the  debts  are  described  speciHcuUy  and  the  direction  to  pay  them  does 
not  amount  to  a  mere  charge  of  the  debts  generally  on  the  land.* 
Where  the  sale  is  made  under  the  order  of  a  court  it  is  treated  as 
judicial,  and  additional  protection  is  thereby  conferred  on  the  pur- 
chaser.* But  it  has  been  held  that  one  who  purchases  a  non-negotiable 
chose  in  action  from  an  administrator  under  suspicious  circumstances 
is  bound  to  see  to  the  proper  application  of  the  purchase  money,  and 
unless  he  does  so  he  shows  no  superior  equity  and  cannot  recover 
against  the  parties  liable  on  such  chose  in  action.* 

Sales  by  Co-exeeiUors  and  Survivorahip  as  to  8ale$ 

419.  Necessity  of  All  Co-executors  Qualifying  and  Joining  in  Sale. — 
It  was  a  rule  of  the  early  common  law  that  when  a  power,  not  coupled 
with  an  interest,  was  given  by  will  to  two  or  more  persons  as  executors 

18.  Fisher  v.  Bassett,  9  Leigh  (Va.)  Ohio  21,  pt.  1,  28  Am.  Dec  616,  over- 
119,  33  Am.  Dee.  227.  ruled  on  another  point  by  White  t. 

19.  Swink  V.  Snodgrass,  17  Ala.  653,  Denman,  1  Ohio  St.  Ill ;  Petrie  ▼. 
62  Am.  Dec.  190;  Wood's  Appeal,  92  Clark,  11  Serg;.  ft  R.  (Pa.)  377,  14 
Pa.  St.  379,  37  Am.  Rep.  694.  Am.  Dec  636;  Wood's  Appeal,  92  Pa. 

20.  Goodwin  v.  Jones,  3  Mass.  314,  St.  379,  37  Am.  Rep.  694. 

2  Am.  Dee.  173;  Hocking  Valley  R.  S.  Wright  T.  Zeigler,  1  Qa.  324,  44 
Co.  T.  White,  87  Ohio  St.  413,  101  Am.  Dee.  656. 

N.  E.  354,  Ann.  Caa.  1914A  190.  4.  Meeks  v.   Thompson,  8  Orat. 

1.  Muskingum  Bank  v.  Carpenter,  7  (Va.)  134,  56  Am.  Dec.  134. 
Ohio  21  pt.  1,  28  Am.  Dee.  616.  ovei^     Note:  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  370. 

ruled  on  another  point  by  White  v.     6.  linman  v.  Rig^ns,  40  La.  Ann. 
Denman,  1  Ohio  St  111.  See  Judicial  761,  5  So.  49,  8  A.  S.  R.  649. 
Sales;  Mortgaoes;  Trusts.  6.  Beecher  v.  Buckingham,  18  Conn. 

2.  Unakingam  Bank  v.  Carpenter,  7  110,  44  Am.  Dee.  580. 
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to  sell  land,  it  could  not  be  executed  unless  all  the  executors  joined. 
In  case  one  died,  renounced  the  executorship,  or  declined  to  join  in 
the  execution  of  the  power,  the  surviving  or  acting  executors  could 
not  make  a  valid  sale.  This  rule,  however,  has  long  since  been  de- 
parted from,  both  in  England  and  the  United  States,  and  the  law  now 
is  that  if  one  or  more  of  the  persons  named  as  executors  die,  refuse 
to  act,  renounce  the  executorship,  or  fail  to  qualify,  the  others  who 
do  qualify  and  act  may  make  a  valid  execution  of  the  power.'  It  was 
to  obviate  the  limitations  and  restrictions  of  the  early  common  law 
that  ttie  act  of  21  Henry  VIII  was  passed,  which,  in  substance,  pro- 
vided that  the  qualiHed  and  acting  executor  might  execute  a  power 
of  sale  when  the  other  executors  named  in  the  will  refused  to  take  upon 
themselves  the  administration  and  charge  of  such  will.  This  statute 
or  its  equivalent  exists  in  many  of  the  states  of  this  country,  and 
under  it  the  executor  who  qualifies  and  acts  may  execute  a  power  of 
sale  conferred  upon  the  executors  named  in  the  will.^  At  the  com- 
mon law  a  distinction  is  drawn  between  a  power  of  sale  given  to 
executors  in  their  official  character  and  a  power  conferred  upon  the 
particular  individuals  who  are  the  executors.*  In  the  first  case  all 
the  executors  who  qualify  are  considered  as  answering  the  description 
and  as  being  authorized  to  execute  the  power,  but  in  the  last  ca<=e  a 
part  of  them  cannot  act  because  of  the  personal  confidence  reposed 
in  them  jointly. So  a  special  trust  as  to  the  sale  and  conveyance 
of  land  confened  by  a  will  on  three  executors  cannot  be  executed 
by  one  of  them  selling  and  making  a  deed.  Such  a  deed  could  not 
be  upheld  by  parol  evidence  tending  to  show  that  the  other  two 
executors  took  no  active  part  in  administering  the  estate,  and  that 
the  executor  making  the  sale  and  conveyance  was  the  managing  execu- 
tor.** And  where  a  power  to  sell  was  conferred  by  a  testator  upon 
his  two  daughters  as  trustees  and  executrices,  it  was  held  that  it  could 
be  executed  only  by  both  of  them  acting  jointly.**  But  except  where 
such  limitations  of  personal  confidence  exist,  a  power  to  sell  given  by 
a  will  to  several  executors  may  be  exercised  by  those  who  qualify,'* 
though  it  has  been  said  that  in  order  to  entitle  one  of  a  number  of 
executons  to  execute  a  power  of  sale  it  must  be  shown  that  the  otiiers 
not  only  failed  to  qualify  but  refused  to  do  so.**  Where  three  execu- 

7.  Note:  127  A.  S.  R.  389.  See  in-  Ga.  472,  66  8.  E.  168,  134  A.  S.  E. 
tra,  par.  421.    See  also  infra,  par.  213. 

478  et  seq.,  as  to  sales  under  inils.     12.  Coleman  v.  Connolly,  242  IlL 

And  see  generally,  Powers.  674,  90  N.  E.  278, 134  A.  S.  R.  347. 

8.  Note:  80  A.  S.  H.  100.  .  ^^S?*^"*/.:-  S'H^'  ^  ^'  ^ 
A^-  ^iiV  "^'^^  ^           ^  ^  ^h^^2?i'l'3'=Ain'eJ*6*Ja  TSi 

10.  Rob!S'  V.  Stanton,  2  Munf.  «  3  Bin.  (Pa.)  69,  6  Anu  Dec 
<Va.)  129, 5  Am.  Dec  463.  li.  Coleman       ConneUy,  242  DL 

11.  Weeks  t.  Hoeeh  Lamber  Co.,  183  574^  90  N.  E.  278, 134  A.  8.  B.  347. 
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tors  were  given  power  to  sell  to  satisfy  debts,  and  only  two  qualified, 
and  the  other  never  intermeddled  but  did  not  formally  renounce, 
it  was  held  that  a  sale  by  the  two  executors  twenty  years  after  the 
testator's  death  was  valid,  the  other  then  living  and  nut  refusing  to 
join.'*  It  has  been  said  that  in  such  cases  the  executor  who  did  not 
qualify  may  be  presumed  to  have  renounced  his  right  to  administer 
and  the  sale  may  be  upheld  on  this  ground.**  It  is  believed,  however, 
that  the  correct  reason  for  the  rule  is  that  the  power  is  not  deemed  to 
be  vested  in  the  executors  through  personal  confidence  in  them  as 
individuals,  unless  it  is  so  indicated  in  the  will.'^ 

420.  Necessity  of  Joinder  by  All  Who  Qualify. — Since  a  power  of 
sale  conferred  in  a  will  is  in  tiie  nature  of  a  trust,  the  rule  in  regard 
to  trustees  that  all  must  act,**  rather  than  the  rule  as  to  co-adminis- 
trators and  co-executors  in  the  ordinary  performance  of  adminis- 
tration duties,  that  anyone  may  act,**  requires  that  all  the  executors 
who  qualify  must  join  in  the  execution  of  a  power  of  sale.*®  It 
cannot  be  delegated  by  one  to  the  otiier,  and  an  agreement  for  a  sale 
entered  into  by  one  co-executor  for  himself  and  the  other  is  not  valid 
and  cannot  be  specifically  enforced.*  So,  although  a  sole  executor 
may  necessarily  be  able  to  act  alone,  as  soon  as  a  ccf-executor  is  ap- 
pointed the  co-operation  of  both  is  necessary  in  selling  property 
belonging  to  the  estate.  For  example,  it  has  been  held  that  where 
an  executor  had  power  to  authorize  an  agent  to  sell  land,  but  the  con- 
tract of  sale  was  not  made  until  another  person  qualified  as  co-execu- 
tor, and  he  refused  to  recognize  the  agreement,  the  agent's  authority 
terminated  and  the  sale  could  not  be  completed.*  These  limitations 
do  not,  of  course,  apply  where  statutes  provide  that  in  case  there  are 
more  than  two  executors  or  administrators  the  act  of  a  majority  is 
valid;  under  such  statutes  it  would  seem  that  a  majority  of  the  execu- 
tors or  administrators  who  qualify  may  execute  a  power  of  sale  con- 
tained in  the  will;  and  in  some  states  Uie  restrictions  appear  to  have 
been  wholly  abolished  even  when  the  sale  is  made  by  less  than  a 
majority  of  the  executors  acting  under  a  testamentary  power  of  sale.' 
Nor  do  they  apply  wh^  a  sale  is  made  in  due  course  of  the  adminis- 

15.  Marr  v.  Peay,  6  N.  C.  84,  5  S.  R.  162;  Trogden  v.  Williams,  144 
Am.  Dec.  621.  N.  C.  192,  5C  S.  E.  865,  10 

16.  Nelson  v.  Carrington,  4  Munf.  (N.S.)  867;  Taylor  v.  Galloway,  1 
(Ya.)  332,  6  Am.  Deo.  519.  Ohio  232, 13  Am.  Dec.  605. 

17.  Marr  t.  Peay,  6  N.  C.  84,  5  Am.  Note:  80  A.  S.  B.  96. 

Dec.  521.  1.  Wilson  v.  Mason,  158  IH.  304,  42 

18.  See   also   generally,   Powers;  N.  E.  134,  49  A.  S.  R.  162. 

Trusts.  2.  Coleman  t.  Connolly,  242  HL  574, 

19.  See  infra,  par.  493.  90  N.  E.  278, 134  A.'S.  R.  347. 

20.  Floyd  r.  Johnson,  2  Litt  (Ky.)  S.  Roberts  v.  Stanton,  2  Honf.  (T«.) 
109,  13  Am.  Dee.  265;  Wilson  v.  Ifa-  129,  6  Am.  Dec.  463. 

ion,  158  III.  304,  42  N.  E.  134,  49  A.     Note:  127  A.  S.  B.  390. 
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tratioD  of  the  estate  and  not  while  acting  under  a  testamentary  power. 
One  of  two  or  more  executors  or  administrators  may,  at  the  common 
law,  by  virtue  of  his  authority  over  the  entire  personal  estate  of  the 
decedent,  sell  or  assign  tlie  personal  assets  of  the  estate  as  fully  as 
though  his  associates  joined  in  the  transfer  * 

421.  Survivorship  as  to  Powers  of  Sale. — In  determining  whether 
a  power  of  sale  survives  or  not  the  principle  has  become  established 
that  a  power  given  by  a  will  to  the  executors  to  sell  real  estate  sur- 
vives where  it  is  coupled  with  a  legal  or  equitable  interest  in  the 
estate  or  with  a  trust,  the  execution  of  which  depends  upon  the  sale;  * 
but  will  not  survive  where  it  is  not  coupled  with  an  interest.*  If  land 
is  devised  to  executors  to  be  sold,  or  if  it  is  devised  to  be  sold  by 
executors  for  the  payment  of  debts,  it  is  said  to  be  coupled  with  an 
interest.'  But  a  mere  direction  in  a  will  to  the  executors  to  sell 
lands,  without  any  words  vesting  in  them  an  interest  in  the  land, 
or  creating  a  trust,  constitutes  a  naked  power  which  does  not  survive.* 

422.  Powers  of  Sale  Passing  to  Administrators  De  Bonis  Von. — 
The  same  general  principles  which  control  the  exercise  of  a  power 
of  sale  by  less  than  the  entire  number  of  co-executors  apply  in  deter- 
mining whether  a  power  of  sale  will  survive  on  the  death  of  the 
executors  so  that  it  may  be  exercised  by  an  administrator  de  bonis 
non.*  .While  a  testator  may  impose  a  personal  trust  in  his  executors, 
placing  confidence  in  their  discretion  because  he  knows  them,  this  is 
not  the  case  in  regard  to  administratoi^  de  bonis  non  concerning  whom 
he  can  know  nothing.  Hence  courts  have  refused  to  hold  that  he 
intended  to  give  a  power  to  sell  to  an  administrator  de  bonis  non.'** 
So,  where  the  power  is  discretionary  and  involves  a  personal  trust, 
it  will  not  devolve  upon  an  administrator  with  the  will  annexed,  but 
where  the  power  is  clearly  not  intended  to  be  a  personal  one,  but  was 
evidently  conferred  upon  the  executor  by  virtue  of  the  office,  it  is  held 
to  pass  to  such  administrator.**  Moreover,  in  order  that  a  power  of 
sale  contained  in  a  will  shall  pass  to  the  administrator  with  the  will 
annexed,  it  must  be  for  an  administrative  purpose,  and  not  to  execute 
a  personal  trust.**  And  as  an  administrator  de  bonis  non  does  not 

4.  Beecher  v.  Bupkinffham,  18  Conn.  7.  Taylor  v.  Galloway,  1  Ohio  232, 
110,  44  Am.  Dec.  680;  Sehell  v.  Dt-per-  13  Am.  Dec.  605. 

ven,  108  Pa.  SL  600,  48  AtL  813,  SZ     8.  Note:  87  Am.  Dee.  214. 
A.  S.  R.  820.  9.  See  infra,  par.  626,  as  to  ezecu- 

Note :  127  A.  S.  R.  387.  tors  de  bonis  non. 

5.  Wilson  V.  Snow,  228  U.  S.  217,  33  10.  Grouse  v.  Peterson,  130  Cnl.  169, 
S.  Ct.  487,  57  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  807,  50  62  Pae.  475,  615,  80  A.  S.  R.  89  and 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  604  and  note;  Osgood  v.  note;  Moody  v.  Vandyke,  4  Bin.  (Pa.) 
Franklin,  2  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  1,  7  Am.  31,  5  Am.  Dec.  385. 

Dec.  513  and  note.  11.  Bigelow  v.  Cady,  171  HI.  229,  48 

6.  Cain  V.  McCan,  3  N.  J.  L.  438,  4  N.  E.  974,  63  A.  8.  R.  230. 
Am.  Dec.  384.    See  also  generally.     Note:  29  LJl.A.(N.S.)  265^ 
PowEBS.  12.  Grouse  v.  Peterson,  130  GaL  1Q9, 
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succeed  to  any  powers  except  those  conferred  by  the  law  and  which 
devolve  upon  the  office  of  executor  as  such,  and  usually  among  these 
powers  is  included  no  authority  relative  to  the  real  estate  of  the  testa- 
tor, it  necessarily  follows  that  generally  he  cannot  execute  a  power 
of  sale  conferred  by  the  will  where  no  donee  of  the  power  is  named.** 
It  has  even  been  held  that  a  discretionary  power  given  by  a  foreign 
will  to  an  executor  named  therein  does  not  pass  to  an  administrator 
with  the  will  annexed  so  as  to  authorize  a  sale  of  lands  without  author- 
ization of  the  probate  court  and  for  a  purpose  not  administrative, 
although  by  the  law  of  the  state  of  the  domiciliary  administration  an 
administrator  with  the  will  annexed  is  given  the  same  power  to  sell 
lands  as  the  person  named  in  the  will  as  executor.^^  But  where  the 
direction  to  sell  in  a  will  is  imperative,  the  power  passes  to  the  admin- 
istrator with  the  will  annexed,  though  the  executor  was  vested  with 
discretion  as  to  the  time  and  terms  of  the  sale  and  the  price.'*  In  pass- 
ing it  may  be  noted  that  a  power  of  sale  vested  in  an  executor  for  the 
benefit  of  a  minor  will  not  on  the  executor's  death  pass  to  the  minor's 
guardian.  For  example,  it  has  been  decided  that  where  property  is  de- 
vised to  a  minor,  provided  she  reaches  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  or 
leaves  issue,  and  the  executor  is  given  power  to  dispose  of  the  whole  of 
the  estate  for  the  support,  clothing  and  education  of  the  minor,  but  dies 
without  executing  the  power,  it  does  not  pass  to  the  minor  or  her 
guardian  so  as  to  become  subject  to  a  probate  sale^  and  a  sale  made 
by  the  guardian  under  the  order  of  court  is  void." 

Purchase  by  Executor  or  Administrator 

423.  Limitation  on  Right  of  Purchase. — Since  an  executor  or  an 
administrator  is  an  oflicer  designated  by  law  for  a  special  purpose,  and 
is  clothed  with  a  particular  trust,  the  principle  is  fundamental  that 

he  has  no  right  to  enter  into  a  private  contract  that  may  interfere 
with  the  duties  prescribed  by  law,*^  or  to  create  in  himself  in  any 
way  an  interest  opposite  to  that  of  the  party  for  whom  he  acts,*^  or 
to  deal  in  any  way  with  the  estate  for  his  own  benefit**  Therefore 
the  law  forbids  him  to  act  in  the  double  capacity  of  seller  and  buyer,** 

62  Pae.  476,  615,  80  A.  S.  R.  89  and  and  note;  Myers  v.  Hodges,  2  Watts, 

note.  (Pa.)  381,  27  Am.  Dec  319. 

15.  Not«:  80  A.  S.  R.  105.  18.  Faucett  v.  Faucet  t,  1  Bush. 
14.  Crous©  V.  Peterson,  130  Cal.  169,  (Kv.)  611,  89  Am.  Dec,  639. 

62  Pac.  475,  615,  80  A.  S.  R.  89  and  19.  Moseiy  v.  Lane,  27  Ala.  62,  62 

note.  Am.  Deo.  752;  Sheldon  v.  Rice,  30 

16.  Cronsev.  Peterson,  130  Cal.  169,  Mich.  296,  18  Am.  Rep.  136;  Mulfoid 
62  Pae.  475,  616,  80  A.  S.  R.  89.  v.  Minch,  11  N.  J.  Eq.  16,  64  Am.  Dee. 

16.  Barroughs  v.  Cutter,  98  Me.  178,  472.   See  generally,  Tbdsts. 

66  Atl.  649,  99  A.  8.  R.  392.  20.  Brackenridge    v.    Holland,  2 

17.  CoUier  v.  CoUier,  137  Oa.  668,  Blaekf.  (Ind.)  377,  20  Am.  Dee.  123; 
74  S.  E.  276,  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  1110  Dawes  v.  Boylston,  9  Mass.  337,  6  Am. 
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because  of  the  obvious  conflict  between  official  duty  and  personal 
interest,  in  that  as  a  buyer  he  is  interested  in  procuring  the  property 
at  the  lowest  possible  price,  while  aa  seller  his  duty  requires  him  to 
obtain  the  highest  price  at  which  the  property  may  be  fairly  sold.* 
In  some  states  a  purchase  by  a  personal  representative  at  his  own 
sale  is  held  to  be  absolutely  void,*  but  the  weight  of  authority  is  very 
decidedly  to  the  effect  that  such  sales  are  not  void  but  are  merely 
voidable.* 

424.  Effect  of  Statutes. — In  some  jnrisdictions  statutes  have 
interposed  for  the  purpose  of  expressly  disqualifying  executors  and 
administrators  from  becoming  purchasers  at  sales  made  by  themselves 
or  from  being  interested  in  such  sales.*  As  a  rule  such  statutes  are  con- 
sidered as  being  declaratory  of  existing  law Even  where  a  statute 
declares  such  sales  to  be  void,  it  has  been  held  that  they  are  not 
absolutely  void,  but  are  voidable  only  at  the  instance  of  persons 
prejudiced  thereby  •  In  other  jurisdictions  the  statutes  specifically 
authorize  an  executor  or  administrator  to  purchase  at  his  own  sale, 
but  makes  him  liable  for  the  actual  value  of  the  property  so  bought, 
and  requires  him  to  give  a  bond,  with  surety,  to  account  for  the 

Deo.  72;  Dwight  v.  Blackmar,  2  Mich.  78  Ga.  181,  1  S.  E.  252,  6  A.  S.  R. 
330,  57  Am.  Dec.  130;  Scott  v.  Free-  252;  James  v.  Kelley,  107  Ga.  446,  33 
land,  7  Smedes  &  M.  (Miss.)  409,  45  S.  E.  425,  73  A.  S.  R.  135;  Mason  v. 
Am.  Dec.  310;  Remick  v.  Butterfield,  Odum,  210  III.  471,  71  N.  E.  386,  102 
31  N.  H.  70,  64  Am.  Dec.  316;  Rogers  A.  S.  R.  180;  Brackenridge  v.  Holland, 
7.  Rogers,  3  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  503,  20  2  Blackf.  (Ind.)  377,20  Am.  Dec.  123; 
Am.  Dec.  716;  Musselman  t.  Eshleman,  Comegys  v.  Emerick,  134  Ind.  148,  33 
lOPa.  St.  394,  51  Am.  Dec.  493;  Myers  N.  E.  899,  39  A.  S.  R.  245;  Faucett 
V.  Myers,  2  McCord  Eq.  (S.  C.)  214,  v.  Faucett,  1  Bush  (Ky.)  511,  89  Am. 
16  Am.  Dec.  648,  overruled  on  another  Dec.  639;  Yeackel  v.  Litchfield,  13 
point  by  O'Neale  v.  Dunlap,  11  Rich.  Allen  (Mass.)  417,  90  Am.  Dec.  207 
Eq.  (S.  C.)  405;  Anderson  v.  Butler,  and  note;  Shelby  v.  Creighton,  65  Neb. 
31  S.  C.  183,  9  S.  E.  797,  5  LJI.A.  166  485,  91  N.  W.  369,  101  A.  S.  R.  630; 
and  note;  Bailey  v.  Robinson,  1  Qxat.  Bruch  v.  Lantz,  2  Rawle  (Pa.)  302,  21 
(Va.)  4,  42  Am.  Dec.  540.  Am. -Dec.  458,  overruled  on  another 

1.  Sheldon  v.  Rice,  30  Ifieh.  296, 18  point  by  Bailey  t.  Bowman,  6  Watts 
Am.  Rep.  136.  &  S.  (  Pa.)  118;  Musselman  t.  Eshel- 

Note:  78  A.  S.  R.  195.  man,  10  Pa.  St.  394,  51  Am,  Dec.  493; 

2.  Scott  V.  Gorton,  14  La.  115,  33  Pennoek's  Appeal,  14  Pa.  St.  446,  53 
Am.  Dec.  578.  And  see  Singstack  v.  Am.  Dec.  561;  Erskine  v.  De  la  Baum, 
Harding,  4  Har.  &  J.  (Md.)  186,  7  3  Tex.  406,  49  Am.  Dec.  751;  Melins  r. 
Am.  Deo.  669,  which  seems  to  be  to  Pabst  Brewing  Co.,  93  Wis.  153,  66 
the  same  effect.  N.  W.  518,  57  A.  S.  R.  899. 

3.  Brannan  v.  Oliver,  2  Stew.  (Ala.)  Note:  33  Am.  Dec.  581. 

47,  19  Am.  Dec.  37  and  note;  Gibson  4.  Harrod  v.  Norria,  11  Martiii  0. 

V.  Heriot,  55  Ark.  85,  17  S.  W.  589,  8.  (La.)  297,  13  Am.  Dec  350. 

29  A.  S.  R.  17 ;  Boyd  v.  Blanknian,  29  Note :  136  A.  S.  R.  794. 

Cal.  19,  87  Am.  Dec.  146;  Worthy  v.  5.  Note:  136  A.  S.  R.  794. 

Johnson,  10  Ga.  358,  52  Am.  Dec.  393;  6.  Melms  v.  Pabst  Brewing  Co.,  93 

Smith  V.  Cranberry,  39  Ga.  381,  99  Wis.  153,  66  N.  W.  518,  57  A.  S.  B. 

Am.  Dec.  464:  Houston  t.  Bryan,  899. 
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purchase  money  of  such  property.'  Occasionally  special  statutory 
restrictions  are  imposed  on  an  executor  and  administrator  making 
purchases  at  his  own  sale,  for  example  that  he  may  do  so,  provided 
that  he  pays  not  less  than  three  fourths  of  the  appraised  value  of  the 
property,' 

425.  Persons  Falling  within  ProhibitioiL — Not  only  are  purchases 
by  executors  and  administrators  at  their  own  sales  of  property  of  their 
testators  or  intestates,  inhibited  by  the  rule,  but  the  prohibition  extends 
to  many  of  those  standing  in  a  confidential  relation  to  them  or  to  the 
estate,  e.  g.,  the  husband  of  an  executrix,*  or  a  partnership  of  which  an 
executor  is  a  member."  Similarly  the  administrator  of  a  surviving 
partner  cannot  purchase  partnership  real  estate  at  an  inadequate  price 
when  he  should  redeem  the  lands  for  the  estate,  and  if  he  makes  such 
purchase  he  may  be  held  chargeable  as  a  trustee  for  the  estates  of 
the  partners.'^  It  has  also  been  held  that  an  attorney  for  an  adminis- 
trator has  no  right  to  purchase  an  outstanding  life  estate  in  real 
property  of  which  the  administrator  is  trustee,  when  such  purchase 
is  made  for  the  personal  use  of  the  attorney,  and  to  make  a  profit  by 
the  sale  of  the  land.  In  such  cases  it  seems  the  administrator  may  be 
required  to  account  to  the  estate  for  the  amount  realized  as  proBt 
from  such  sale."'  "Where  an  agent  practically  conducts  the  sale, 
such  agent  in  like  manner  will  not  be  allowed  individually  to  become 
a  purchaser.** 

426.  Who  Hay  Raise  Objection. — Since  a  purchase  by  an  executor 
or  administrator  at  his  own  sale  is  voidable  and  not  at^lutely  void, 
no  party  to  the  transaction  or  person  claiming  under  him  is  allowed 
to  repudiate  it.  Neither  can  strangers  avail  themselves  of  ^uch  an 
objection.'*  The  pu^cbas^  is  voidable  only  at  the  instance  of  the  dis- 
tributees or  heirs,'*  or  of  the  creditors  of  the  estate  who  have  been 
prejudiced  thereby ;  '•  an  unsuccessful  bidder  has  no  standing  to  dis- 
affirm such  a  sale."  It  seems  that  the-  right  of  the  creditors  to  object 
is  distinct  from  that  of  the  heirs,  and  may  be  exercised  even  when  the 

7.  Finch  v.  Finch,  28  S.  C.  164,  5  14.  Hnsselman  v.  Eshleman,  10  Pa. 
S.  E.  348,  13  A.  S.  R.  665.  St.  394,  51  Am.  Dec.  493. 

8.  Price  v.  Springfield  Real-Estate  15.  Mussetman  v.  Eshlenian,  10  Pa. 
Ass'n.,  101  Mo.  107,  14  S.  W.  57,  20  St.  394,  61  Am.  Dec  493;  Molms  v. 
A.  S.  R.  595.  Pabst  Brewing  Co.,  93  Wis.  153,  66 

9.  Scott  V.  Gorton,  14  La.  Ill,  33  N.  W.  518,  57  A.  S.  R.  809. 

Am.  Deo.  576.  16.  Bruch  v.  Lantz,  2  Rawle  (Pa.) 

10.  Harrod  v.  Norris,  11  Mart.  0.  392,  21  Am.  Dee.  458,  overruled  on 
S.  (La.)  297, 13  Am.  Dec.  350.  another  point  by  Bailey  v.  Bowman, 

11.  Galbraith  v.  Tracy,  153  Dl.  54,  6  Watts  &  S.  (Pa.)  118;  Pennoek'a 
38  N.  E.  937,  46  A.  S.  B,  867, 28  L.R.A.  Appea],  14  Pa.  St.  446,  53  Am.  Dec 
129.  561;  Melms  v.  Pabst  Brewing  Co.,  93 

12.  Turner  v.  Fryberger,  94  Minn.  Wis.  153,  66  N.  W.  618,  57  A.  S.  B. 
433,  103  N.  W.  217,  110  A.  S.  R.  375.  899. 

13.  Buckles  v.  LaCferty,  2  Bob.  (Va.)  17.  Pennoek'a  Appeal,  14  Pa,  St. 
292,  40  Am.  Dec  752.  446,  53  Am.  Dee.  561. 
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latter  have  affirmed  and  validated  such  sale.**  It  has  also  been  said 
that  each  of  the  heirs,  or  their  assignees,  has  an  individual  election  to 
avoid  or  confirm  an  illegal  sale  made  by  an  administrator.**  Nor  can 
a  judgment  creditor  of  an  heir  levy  on  and  sell  land  formerly  belong- 
ing to  the  estate,  but  held  under  a  voidable  title  by  the  administrator 
because  purchased  by  him  at  his  own  sale.** 

427,  Remedies  in  Event  of  Purchase. — Since  a  personal  representa- 
tive cannot  purchase  individually  property  of  a  decedent  sold  by  him 
in  his  representative  capacity,*  the  beneficiaries  of  the  estate  are 
entitled  to  relief  in  a  court  of  equity.*  As  distinguished  from  equity, 
it  has  been  said  that  at  law  a  purchase  by  an  administrator  at  his 
auction  sale  of  realty  of  the  deceased  will  not  be  held  void  where  no 
repayment  has  been  made  or  tendered  of  the  purchase  money,  and  no 
express  or  actual  fraud  is  shown.*  One  remedy  to  which  the  cestuis 
que  trust  are  usually  entitled  is  the  right  to  set  aside  the  sale  of  the 
property.*  Where  the  party  applying  to  set  aside  such  a  sale  does 
not  desire  or  is  not  entitled  to  have  a  reconveyance,  the  relief  fre- 
quently granted  is  to  order  the  estate  put  up  again  at  the  sum  bid  at 
the  first  sale  as  a  minimum  price.  If  no  one  will  give  more,  the 
Hrst  sale  may  be  confirmed,  and  the  first  purchaser  held  to  his 
bargain.*  Another  remedy  which  is  recognized  by  some  of  the 
authorities  is  to  have  a  trust  declared  as  regards  the  property  pur- 
chased by  the  executor  or  administrator.*  It  has  been  held,  however, 
that  if  an  administrator  purchases  the  interest  of  an  heir  in  the 
estate  and  is  sued  by  him  to  enforce  a  trust  as  to  part  of  the  property 
purchased,  he  is  not  entitled,  in  such  suit,  to  an  accounting  by  the 
administrator  of  his  profits  on  the  part  of  the  interest  of  such  heir 
not  involved  in  the  suit'  In  some  states  he  may  sue  on  the  admiuis- 

18.  Bruch  V.  Lantz,  2  Rawle  (Pa.)  Blantman,  29  Cal.  19,  87  Am.  Dec. 
392,  21  Am.  Dec.  458,  overruled  on  146  and  note;  Yeackel  v.  Litchfield,  13 
another  point  by  Bailey  v.  Bowman,  Allen  (Mass.)  417,  90  Am.  Dec.  207 
6  Watts  &  S.  (Pa.)  118.  and  note;  Scott  v.  Freeland,  7  Smedea 

19.  Renniek  v.  Butterfield,  31  N.  H.  &  M.  (Miss.)  409,  45  Am.  Dec.  310; 
70,  64  Am.  Dec  316.  Marshall  v.  Carson,  38  N.  J.  Eq.  250, 

20.  Williams  v.  J.  P.  Williams  Co.,  48  Am.  Rep.  319;  Bassett  v.  Shoe- 
122  Oa.  178,  50  S.  E.  52, 106  A.  8.  R.  maker,  46  N.  J.  Eq.  538,  20  Atl.  52, 19 
100.  A.  S.  R.  435;  Green  v.  Sergeant,  23 

1.  See  infra,  par.  423.  Vt.  466,  56  Am.  Dec.  88 ;  Bailey  v.  Rob- 

2.  Worthy  v.  Johnson,  8  Ga.  236,  52  inson,  1  Grat.  (Va.)  4,  42  Am.  Dec 
Am.  Dec.  399  and  note;  Yeaekel  v.  540. 

Liteh6eld,  13  Allen  (Mass.)  417,  90  5.  Yeackel  v.  Litchfield,  13  Alien 

Am.  Dec.  207;  Bailey  v.  Robinson,  1  (Mass.)  417,  90  Am.  Dee.  207  and 

Grat.  (Va.)  4,  42  Am.  Dec.  540.  note. 

3.  Yeaekel  v.  Litchfield,  13  Allen  6.  Comegys  v.  Emerick,  134  Ind. 
(Mass.)  417,  90  Am.  Dec.  207.  148,  33  N.  E.  899,  39  A.  S.  R.  245. 

4.  Saltraarsh  v.  Beene.  4  Port  7.  Reeder  v.  Meredith,  78  Ark.  IXL 
(Ala.)  283,  30  Am.  Dec.  525;  Boyd  v.  93  S.  W.  558,  115  A.  S.  R.  22. 
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trator's  bond  or  sue  for  a  statutory  pehalty  where  such  exists.*  Ii 
such  cases  he  is  restricted  to  the  foregoing  means  of  redress,  and  can 
not  hold  the  personal  representative  to  the  payment  of  the  supposed 
value  of  the  land  at  the  time  of  sale.*  The  right  of  the  beneficiaries 
to  require  a  resale  is  an  optional  one  and  they  have  the  privilege  of 
electing  to  acquiesce  in  the  sale  and  hold  the  personal  representative 
to  his  purchase.** 

428.  Rights  of  Purchaser. — When  a  sale  is  set  aside  because  the 
personal  representative  was  the  purchaser,  he  is  entitled  to  relief  in 
a  court  of  equity  to  the  extent  of  being  allowed  a  lien  on  the  property 
for  any  advances  of  a  reasonable  nature  which  he  may  have  made, 
provided  he  has  not  been  guilty  of  actual  fraud.''  He  is  also  entitled 
to  reimbursement  as  to  sums  spent  for  repairs  and  permanent  im- 
provements," as  well  as  to  repayment  of  the  purchase  money,  with 
interest,  subject  to  an  accounting  for  the  rents  and  profits."  Yet  pro- 
tection will  be  afforded  to  purchasers  only  when  they  have  acted  in 
good  faith.  The  courts  have  held  that  an  administrator  who  pur- 
chases the  lands  of  the  «tate  in  bad  faith  is  not  entitled  to  any  com- 
pensation for  improvements  placed  thereon,  and  it  seems  that  the 
heir  need  not  even  return  the  consideration  received  if  the  adminis- 
trator has  realized  from  part  of  the  property  more  than  he  paid  for 
all  of  it."  It  has  been  held  that  an  administrator  is  not  a  bona  fide 
purchaser  for  value  without  notice,  so  as  to  entitle  him  to  an  allow- 
ance for  his  improvements,  where  he  sells  land  in  which  he  knows 
that  his  intestate  had  no  interest  therein  upon  which  he  could  adminis- 
ter, and  becomes  the  purchaser  at  his  own  sale.  In  such  cases,  in 
an  action  brought  against  him  by  the  person  entitled  to  such  property, 
for  the  recovery  thereof,  he  will  not  be  allowed  for  his  improvements, 
'except  as  a  set-off  against  mesne  profits.'*  While  equitable  rights 
under  restrictions  may  be  accorded  to  the  personal  representative 
whose  purchase  at  his  own  sale  has  been  set  aside,  the  courts  refuse, 
however,  to  permit  him  to  exercise  the  option  as  to  the  setting  aside 
of  such  sale.  Instead  the  authorities  hold  that  an  executor  or  an 
administrator  cannot  avoid  a  purchase  made  by  him  at  his  own  sale, 
when  the  cestui  que  trust  is  satisfied  with  it;  since  the  right  to  avoid 
such  purchase  belongs  to  the  cestui  que  brust  alone.'* 

8.  Boyd  V.  Blankman,  29  Cal.  19,  12.  Teackel  v.  Litchfield,  13  Allen 
87  Aid.  Dec.  146.  (Mass.)  417,  90  Am.  Dec.  207. 

9.  Bailey  t.  RobinsoD,  1  Grat  (Va.)  13.  Buckles  v.  Laffertv,  2  Rob. 
4,  42  Am.  Dec.  540.  (Va.)  292,  40  Am.  Dec.  752. 

10.  Green  v.  Sargeant,  23  Vt.  466,  14.  Reeder  v.  Meredith,  78  Ark.  Ill, 
66  Am.  Deo.  88.  93  S.  W.  558,  115  A.  S.  R.  22. 

11.  Mulford  V.  Minch,  11  N.  J.  Eq.  15.  Houston  v.  Brvai,  78  Oa.  181, 
16,  64  Am.  Dec.  472.  1  S.  E.  252,  6  A.  S.  R.  262. 

As  to  rights  of  purchasers  to  re-     16.  McCIure  v.  Miller,  Bailey  Eq. 
imbursement  on  sale  being  declared  (S.  C.)  107,  21  Am.  Dee.  522. 
void,  see  infra,  par.  452. 
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429.  Prohibition  of  Indirect  Purchases. — The  general  principle 
that  an  executor  or  administrator  will  not  be  permitted  to  purchase 
property  of  an  estate  in  his  charge  applies  not  only  to  direct  pur- 
chases made  by  him,  but  equally  well  to  all  indirect  methods  of 
accomplishing  such  end.*'  He  cannot  become  a  purchaser,  through 
an  agent,  at  a  sale  of  the  property  of  the  estate  in  his  charge.*^  Where 
an  executor  sells  the  trust  estate  to  one  who  by  previous  agreement 
purchases  for  the  wife  of  the  executor,  the  sale  will  be  set  aside  on 
the  application  of  a  cestui  que  trust.**  If  an  administrator,  through 
another  person,  purchases  at  a  sale  made  by  himself,  under  an  order 
of  the  probate  court,  land  of  his  intestate,  which  is  subsequently  con- 
veyed to  him  by  such  person,  the  heir  retains  such  an  equitable  inter- 
est in  the  land  as  may  be  assigned,  and  the  assignee  may  maintain 
an  action  against  the  administrator  to  enforce  the  trust.***  Where 
the  record  shows  that  an  executor's  sale  was  made  to  a  third  person, 
not  disqualified  from  purchasing,  the  fact  that  the  executor  was  the 
real  purchaser  may  be  shown  by  proof  dehors  the  record.*  It  should 
be  noted,  however,  that  if  an  executor  or  administrator  had  no  inter- 
est in  the  sale  at  the  time  it  was  made,  and  no  understanding  with 
the  purchaser  for  the  acquisition  of  such  interest,  such  administrator 
or  executor  may  subsequently  purchase  the  property  from  the  pur- 
chaser or  another  to  whom  it  may  have  been  transferred,  and  this 
without  becoming  chargeable  with  any  trust  in  favor  of  the  heirs, 
devisees  or  others  whose  interests  were  affected  by  the  original  sale.* 

430.  Exceptional  Circumstances. — One  exceptional  case  in  which 
an  executor  or  administrator  may  be  permitted  to  purchase  property 
of  an  estate  in  his  charge  sold  by  him  is  where  the  sale  is  not  made 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  debts  but  where  it  is  a  sale  in  partition.' 
From  time  to  time  various  excuses  and  extenuating  circumstances 
have  been  brought  forward  in  justification  of  purchases  made  by 
executors  and  administrators  at  their  own  sales,  but  these  have  nearly 
always  been  overruled  as  insufficient.  It  has  been  held  that  they 
have  no  right  to  purchase,  even  when  they  pay  the  full  value  of  the 
property  *  and  do  not  derive  any  individual  profit  from  the  pur- 

17.  Saltmarsh   v.   Beene,   4   Port.  18.  Seott  v.  Gorton,  14  La.  Ill,  33 

(Ala.)  283,  30  Am.  Dec.  525;  Boyd  Am.  Dec.  576. 

V.  Blankman,  29  Cal.  19,  87  Am.  Dec.  19.  Bassett  v.  Shoemaker,  46  N.  J. 

146;  Houston  v.  Bryan,  78  Ga.  181,  1  Eq.  538,  20  All.  62,  19  A.  S.  U.  435. 

S.  E.  252,  6  A.  S.  R.  252;  Collier  v.  20.  Boyd  v.  Blankman,  29  Cal.  19, 

Collier,  137  Ga.  658,  74  S.  E.  275,  87  Am.  Dec.  146. 

Ann.  Cas.  1913A  1110  and  note;  Pear-  1.  Comegya  v.  Emerick,  134  Ind. 

Bon   V.   Moreland,  7   Smedea  &  M.  148,  33  N.  E.  899,  39  A.  S.  R.  245. 

(Miss.)  609,  45  Am.  Dec  319;  Green  2.  Note:  136  A.  S.  R.  801. 

T.  Sorgeant,  23  Vt  466,  56  Am.  Dee.  3.  Scott  v.  Qorton,  14  La.  Ill,  33 


Notes:  13  A.  S.  B.  46;  136  A.  S.  B.     4.  Yeackel  v.  Litchfield,  13  Allen 


88. 


Am.  Dec.  576. 


796. 


(Mass.)  417,  90  Am.  Dec.  207  and 
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chase.'  The  absence  of  moral  turpitude  on  the  part  of  the  purchaser 
and  his  absolute  good  faith  are  alike  ineffectual  to  save  him  from  the 
operation  of  tlie  rule  *  The  argument  that  the  representative  l>ecame 
a  purchaser,  by  bidding  higher  than  any  other  psrson,  and  therefore 
rendered  a  benefit  to  the  estate,  has  likewise  been  decided  to  be  un- 
sound.' It  seems,  however,  in  some  jurisdictions  that  when  a  sale  is 
bona  fide  and  for  the  beneBt  of  the  estate,  the  personal  representative 
may  purchase  and  ask  the  aid  of  a  court  of  equity  to  conHrra  his 
title,  but  that  his  right  to  do  so  will  be  lost  by  anything  indicating 
fraud  or  moral  turpitude  in  reference  to  the  sale.* 

431.  Capacity  in  Which  Purchase  Is  Hade. — It  should  be  noted 
that  the  rule  forbidding  the  purchase  of  trust  property  by  an  executor 
or  administrator  has  no  application  when,  at  the  time  of  sale,  be  did 
not  occupy  any  trust  relationship  to  the  estate,  but  subsequently 
became  administrator  de  bonis  non.*  Occasionally  the  courts  treat  an 
executor  or  administrator  in  particular  transactions  as  if  he  were 
acting  in  his  individual  and  not  in  his  representative  capacity.  For 
example,  where  he  recovered  a  judgment  for  the  unpaid  purchase 
money  of  a  house  and  lot  sold  by  his  intestate,  it  has  been  held  that 
he  may  purchase  the  premises,  when  sold  by  the  sheriff  under  an 
execution  to  enforce  the  judgment,  and  be  entitled  to  the  same  pro- 
tection as  if  he  were  a  stranger  to  all  the  parties,  and  that  in  such  a 
situation  he  should  not  be  regarded  as  a  purchaser  in  his  representative 
capacity.**  The  some  exception  seems  to  exist  when  the  personal 
representative  is  likewise  a  legatee.  Thus,  the  courts  have  held  that 
an  executor  who  is  a  legatee  under  the  will  and  trustee  for  the  other 
legatees,  who  purchases  at  his  own  sale  of  land  under  order  of  court, 
paying  the  highest  price,  without  fraud  or  combination  of  any  kind, 
is  a  bona  fide  purchaser,  and  the  purchase  cannot  be  set  aside  by  such 
other  legatees  at  their  option.^^ 

432.  Purchase  under  Judgments. — It  sometimes  happens  that  a 
personal  representative,  in  the  course  of  the  collection  of  the  assets 
of  the  estate,  is  required  to  sell  the  land  of  third  persons  under  a 
judgment  or  other  process  to  enforce  the  payment  of  debts  due  the 

note;  Green  v.  Sargeant,  23  Vt.  466,  7.  Scott  v.  Gorton,  14  La.  115,  33  . 
56  Am.  Dec.  88.  Am.  Dec.  578. 

6.  Faueett  v.  Fanectt,  1  Bush  (Ky.)      8.  Mulford  v.  Minch,  11  N.  J.  Eq. 
611,  89  Am.  Dec.  639.  16,  64  Am.  Dec.  472  and  note. 

6.  Gibson  v.  Herriott,  55  Ark.  85,      Note:  136  A.  S.  R.  799. 
17  S.  W.  589,  29  A.  S.  R.  17;  Fawcett     9.  Glenn  v.  Smith,  2  Qill  ft  J.  (Md.) 
V.  Faueett,  1  Bush  (Ky.)  511,  89  Am.  493,  20  Am.  Dec.  452. 
Dec,  639;  Yeackel  v.  Litchfield,  13     10.  Wilson  v.  Miller,  30  Md.  83,  96 
Allen  (Mass.)  417,  90  Am.  Dec.  207  Am.  Dee.  568. 

and  note;  Dwight  v.  Blackmar,  2  Mich.      11.  Anderson  v.  Butler,  31  S.  C. 
330,  57  Am.  Dec.  130;  Mulford  v.  183,  9  S.  E.  797,  6  L.R.A.  166  and 
Minch,  11  N.  J.  Eq.  16,  64  Am.  Dec.  note. 
472. 
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^tate.  At  such  sales  the  general  rule  is  that  if  the  representative 
bids  in  the  land  so  sold,  it  is  optional  with  the  beneficiaries  of  the 
estate  to  permit  him  to  hold  the  land  for  his  individual  benefit  or  to 
require  him  to  account  to  the  ^tate  for  its  value. ^*  And  since  he  is 
a  trustee  of  his  decedent's  estate,  he  will  not  ordinarily  be  permitted 
to  purchase  real  estate  of  the  decedent  at  a  sheriff's  sale  for  him- 
self or  for  another,  even  though  it  be  sold  on  an  execution  in  his 
favor,  levied  before  he  assumed  the  trust,  and  although  it  may  appear 
that  he  used  efforts  to  make  the  property  sell  for  the  best  possible 
price.  But  the  heirs  may  have  such  sale  set  aside  without  showing 
fraud,  or  that  the  administrator  made  any  advantageous  bargain.^' 
433.  Purchases  of  Dower  Rights  and  Interests  of  Heirs.— -Some 
of  the  authorities  countenance  the  purchase  by  an  executor  or  adminis- 
trator of  outstanding  interests  in  property  belonging  to  the  decedent's 
estate  and  also  of  the  interests  of  the  heirs  or  distributees.  Thus,  an 
administrator  may  purchase  and  take  a  conveyance  of  the  dower 
interest  of  his  intestate's  widow,  when  there  is  no  threat,  fraudulent 
misrepresentation,  or  concealment  of  facts,  and  the  pi-ice  paid  is 
fairly  adequate  at  the  time,  though  the  interest  subsequently  becomes 
much  more.^*  In  like  manner  the  interest  of  an  heir  may  be  pur- 
chased when  the  contract  between  trustee  and  cestui  que  trust  is  free 
from  fraud  or  circumvention  or  violation  of  trust  and  duty,  and  is 
founded  on  a  fair  consideration."  It  has  been  said  that  the  heir,  and 
those  claiming  under  him,  can  attack  such  sale  only  by  showing  fraud 
on  the  part  of  the  administrator  in  procuring  the  purchase.'*  Yet 
contracts  between  executors  or  administrators  and  heirs  or  distribatees 
are  regarded  with  suspicion  by  courts  of  equity ;  and  an  administrator's 
purchase  of  a  distributee's  interest,  soon  after  his  coming  to  full  age, 
and  for  a  grossly  inadequate  consideration,  will  be  declared  to  be 
fraudulent.^'  An  administrator  or  his  attorney  will  not  be  permitted 
to  purchase  a  life  estate  outstanding  in  property  belonging  to  the 
estate,  but  existing  as  an  independent  right  in  the  surviving  husband, 
who  had  the  power  of  disposing  of  it  to  whomsoever  he  would.  The 
reason  for  including  such  a  case  within  the  general  rule  has  been 
given  that  there  were  conflicting  interests  between  the  two  estates. 
If  the  administrator  should  be  required  to  realize  the  greatest  amount 
which  he  reasonably  could  in  the  execution  of  hia  trust,  in  so  doing 
he  necessarily  would  come  in  conflict  with  the  owner  of  the  life  estate, 
and  his  attorney  could  not  represent  the  life  estate  owned  by  himself, 

12.  Mabary  v.  Dollarhide,  98  Mo.  41  Am.  Rep.  742;  Collier  v.  Collier, 
198,  U  S.  W.  611, 14  A.  S.  R.  639.      137  Ga.  G58,  74  S.  E.  275,  Ann.  Gas. 

13.  Martin  v.  Wyncoop,  12  Ind.  266,  1913A  1110. 

74  Am.  Dec.  209.  16.  Eiskine  v.  De  la  Baum,  3  Tex. 

14.  Flowers  v.  Flowers.  84  Ark.  557,  406,  49  Am.  Dec.  751. 

106  S.  W.  949,  120  A.  S.  R.  84.  17.  Wright  v.  Arnold,  14  B.  Hon. 

16.  Wiiliams  t.  Powell,  66  Ala.  20,  (Ky.)  638.  61  Am.  Deo.  172. 
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and  at  the  same  time,  as  attorney,  the  reversionary  interest  under 
control  of  the  administrator.*' 

Confirmation  of  Sale$ 

434.  Return  to  Court — In  making  a  sale  of  land,  the  executor  or 
administralor  is  sometimes  looked  on  as  acting  as  the  agent  or  instru- 
ment of  the  court/'  and  therefore  under  duty  of  making  a  return  of 
the  bidding  and  proceedings  to  the  court  for  its  approval,"  within 
such  time  as  may  be  designated  hy  statute  or  order  of  court.^  But 
failure  to  make  the  return  will  not  necessarily  prejudice  the  pur- 
chaser,* and  it  has  been  held  that  such  is  not  essential  to  the  validity 
of  the  sale.'  Thus,  where  the  law  required  an  administrator  to  return 
an  account  of  the  sale  within  thirty  days  after  the  day  of  sale,  it  was 
held  that  this  provision  was  merely  directory,  and  that  the  account 
of  the  sale  might  be  returned  and  received  after  the  expiration  of  the 
time  designated.* 

435.  Necessity  of  Confirmation;  Objections. — ^Usually  a  sale  of 
land  by  an  administrator  under  order  of  court  must  be  confirmed  by 
the  court  in  order  to  render  it  operative,*  although  it  is  fair  and  for 
full  value,  the  theory  being  that  the  sale  derives  its  validity  from  the 
GonfinnatioD  and  not  from  the  acts  of  the  administrator  pursuant  to 
the  order;  •  and  this  rule  applies  also  to  a  sale  by  an  executor  under 
order  of  court'  Where  the  court  is  vested  with  discretion  in  the  prem- 
ises, its  disapproval  of  the  sale  and  refusal  to  confirm  it  nullifies  it' 
And  if  an  administrator's  sale  is  void  for  want  of  confirmation,  no  title 
passes,  end  creditors  and  heirs  of  the  estate  are  not  entitled  to  equitable 
reUef  against  purchasers  at  such  sale,  but  must  pursue  their  appro- 
priate legal  remedies;  the  creditors  by  proceeding  in  the  probate  court 

18.  Tnrner  t.  Fryberger,  94  Minn.  S.  Moore  v.  Neil,  39  DL  256,  89 
433,  103  N.  W.  217,  110  A.  S.  R.  375.  Am.  Dec.  303. 

19.  Noland  v.  Barrett,  122  Mo.  l81,  4.  Withers  v.  Patterson,  27  Tex. 
26  S.  W.  692,  43  A.  S.  R.  572.   See  491,  86  Am.  Dec.  643. 

snpra,  par.  389,  as  to  control  of  court  6.  Valle  v.  Fleming,  19  Mo.  81 

over  sales.  Am.  Dec.  566. 

20.  Mosely  v.  Tuthill,  45  Ala.  621,  6.  Rea  v.  McEachron,  13  Wend.  (N. 
6  Am.  Rep.  710;  HaUeck  v.  Guy,  9  Y.)  465,  28  Am.  Dec  471.  See  infra, 
Cal.  181,  70  Am.  Dec.  643;  Menill  v.  par.  458. 

Moore,  7  How.  (Miss.)  271,  40  Am.  7.  HaUeck  v.  Gay,  9  Cal.  181,  70 

Dec.  60;  Stevenson  v.  McReary,  IS!  Am.  Dec.  643.    See  infra,  par.  485, 

Smedes  &  M.  (Miss.)  9,  51  Am.  Deo.  as  to  liie  necessity  of  an  order  of 

102;  Noland  t.  Barrett,  122  Mo.  181,  court  for  a  sale  under  a  testamentary 

26  S.  W.  692,  43  A.  S.  R.  572.  power. 

1.  Withers  v.  Patterson,  27  Tex.  8.  Price  v.  Spring6eld  Real-Kstate 
491,  86  Am.  Dee.  643.  Ass'n.,  101  Mo.  107,  14  8.  W.  67,  20 

2.  Wyman  t.  Campbell,  6  Port.  A.  S.  R.  695. 
(Ala.)  219,  31  Am.  Deo.  677. 
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'  for  a  resale  of  the  land,  the  heirs  by  suit  at  law  to  recover  possession.* 
The  proper  time  for  the  purchaser  to  raise  objections  as  to  a  failure  of 
,  title,  misrepresentations  by  the  administrator,  or  other  matter  attack- 
ing the  validity  of  the  sale,  is  at  the  return  of  the  sale,  and  if  he  sub- 
;  mits  to  the  decree  of  the  court  confirming  it,  he  cannot^  as  a  rule,  be 
!  heard  against  it  collaterally So  if  the  sale  has  been  confirmed  the 
purchaser  cannot,  in  an  action  to  recover  the  amount  of  the  bid,  set  up 
a  defense  that  he  purchased  at  the  representative's  personal  solicitation 
and  was  to  be  accountable  only  for  what  he  realized  upon  a  resale  of  the 
property."  At  the  time  of  confirmation  exception  may  be  mflde  as 
'to  the  regularity  of  the  proceedings  in  regard  to  publication  of  notice.** 
436.  Effect  of  Confirmation  of  Irregular  Sales. — Where  the  execu- 
tor or  administrator  is  not  required  to  make  a  return  to  the  court  for 
confirmation  a  decree  of  conRnnation  does  not  lend  any  validity  to 
the  sale  or  cure  any  defects  which  may  exist  in  the  proceedings.** 
But  when,  acting  within  its  jurisdiction,  the  probate  court  confirms 
a  sale,  its  order  is  final  and  conclusive  until  set  aside  in  a  direct 
proceeding  and  cannot  be  attacked  collaterally.'*  In  such  cases  all 
mere  irregularities  are  cured  by  the  decree  of  confirmation,  which  is 
an  adjudication  that  the  sale  was  made  under  the  authority  of  the 
court."  So,  where  statutes  make  it  the  duty  of  an  administrator, 
as  soon  as  he  shall  ascertain  that  it  is  necessary,  to  make  application 
in  writing  for  the  sale  of  property  for  the  payment  of  debts  together 
with  a  statement  of  the  expenses  of  the  administration  and  of  the 
claims  against  the  estate,  an  omission  to  comply  with  these  ^tutory 
requirements  is  fatal  to  the  validity  of  a  sale  subsequently  made  and 
confirmed  by  the  court'*  So  also  failure  of  the  order  to  state  the 
terms  of  sale  is  cured  by  confirmation,  when  the  return  shows  that 
the  property  was  sold  for  cash  and  for  more  than  its  appraised  value.*' 
And,  similarly,  an  adjournment  of  the  sale  by  an  administrator  from 
the  courthouse  door,  where  it  is  advertised  to  take  place,  to  another 
place  nearer  the  land,  is  a  mere  irregularity  which  is  cured  by  con- 
firmation.** Even  failure  to  give  notice  either  personal  or  by  publi- 

9.  Bank  of  Missouri  t.  White,  23  26  S.  W.  692, 43  A.  S.  R.  572;  Sackett 
Mo.  342,  66  Am.  Deo.  671.  v.  Twining,  18  Pa,  St.  199,  67  Am. 

10.  Fabrig  v.  Schimpff,  199  Pa.  St.  Dec.  599. 

423,  49  Atl.  237,  85  A.  S.  R.  796.  See  15.  Plains  Land  &  Improvement 
infra,  par.  469,  as  to  estoppel.  Co.  v.  Lynch,  38  Mont.  271,  99  Pac. 

11.  Fahrig  v.  Schimpff,  199  Pa:  'St.  847,  129  A.  S.  R.  645;  Smith  v.  Wild- 
423,  49  Atl.  237,  85  A.  S.  R.  796.       m§n,  178  Pa.  St.  245,  35  Atl.  1047, 

12.  Reynolds  v.  Wilson,  15  111.  394,  56  A.  S.  R.  760,  36  L.R.A.  834. 


13.  Bland  v.  Moncaster,  24  Miss.  62,  491.  86  Am.  Dec.  643, 
57  Am.  Dec.  162;  Orchard  v.  Wright-  17.  Plains  Land  &  Improvement 
Dalton-Bell-Anchor  Store  Co.,  225  Co.  v.  Lynch,  38  Mont.  271,  99  Pac. 
Mo.  414, 125  S.  W.  486,  20  Ann.  Ca&  847.  129  A.  S.  R.  645. 

1072.  18.  Thompson  t.  Burge,  60  Kan. 

14.  Noland  v.  Bazrett,  122  Ho.  181,  649,  57  Pae.  110,  72  A.  S.  B.  369. 
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16.  Withers  v.  Patterson,  27  Tex. 
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cation  is  sometimes  treated  as  mere  irregularity  which  thus  may  be 
cured,"  and  in  some  jurisdictions  where  a  probate  court  enters  a  decree 
finding  as  a  fact  that  notice  of  sale  had  been  published  for  four  weeks, 
such  decree  and  finding  are  not  subject  to  be  attacked  in  collateral 

proceedine?." 

437.  Efifect  on  Void  Proceedings. — An  order  approving  an  admin- 
istration sale  cannot,  by  any  retroactive  effect,  impart  validity  to  a 
void  sale.*  Such  a  sale  may  be  attacked  collaterally,  notwithstanding 
its  confirmation.'  The  most  serious  objection  going  to  the  validity 
of  the  sale,  of  course,  is  for  lack  of  jurisdiction.  The  probate  court 
can  effectively  confirm  those  sales  only  that  are  made  under  orders 
which  it  had  jurisdiction  to  make;  *  and  the  bid  of  a  purchaser  at  a 
sale  void  for  want  of  jurisdiction  to  order  the  sale  has  been  held  to 
be  without  consideration,  and  hence  unenforceable,  though  con- 
firmed,* 

438.  Confirmation  as  Fixing  Rights  of  Parties. — ^For  some  pur^ 
poses,  as  that  the  purchaser  must  bear  an  intervening  loss  by  reason 
of  anything  that  happens  to  the  premises,  the  purchaser  has  been 
deemed  to  be  the  equitable  owner  even  before  confirmation.'  Ceiv 
tainly  an  equitable  title  passes  on  confirmation,  before  the  execu- 
tion of  the  deed  and  the  payment  of  the  purchase  money,*  and  genei^ 
ally  the  purchaser's  liability  for  the  purchase  price  therefrom  becomes 
fixed.'  It  has  been  held  that  if  there  is  nothing  in  the  terms  or  decree 
of  sale  providing  otherwise,  the  purcliascr  becomes  entitled  to  posses- 
sion on  confirmation,^  and  must  bear  any  loss  thereafter  occurring 
without  fault  of  either  party  to  the  sale.'  But  it  has  also  been  held 
that  the  title  does  not  vest  until  after  confirmation  and  execution  and 
delivery  of  a  deed  by  order  of  the  court,  and  that  until  the  deed  is 
delivered  an  heir  or  his  vendee  may  maintain  ejectment  against  Uie 

19.  A  pel  V.  Kelsey,  52  Ark.  341,  5.  Robb  v.  Mann,  11  Pa.  St.  300, 
12  S.  W.  703,  20  A.  S.  R.  183.  51  Am.  Dec.  651  and  note. 

20.  Bobbins  v.  Boulware,  190  Mo.  6.  Plains  Land,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Lynch, 
33,  88  S.  W.  674,  109  A.  S.  R.  746.  38  Mont.  271,  99  Pae.  847,  129  A.  S. 
See  infra,  par.  454,  as  to  collateral  R.  645;  Moller  v.  Niagara  Fire  Ins. 
attack.  Co..  54  Wash.  439,  103  Pac.  449,  132 

1.  Cunningham  v.  Anderson,  107  A.  S.  R.  1115,  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  807. 
Mo.  371,  17  S.  W.  972,  28  A.  S.  R.  7.  Sackett  v.  Twining,  18  Pa.  St 
417.  mo,  57  Am.  Dec.  599;   Fahrig  v. 

2.  Townaend  v.  Tallant,  33  Cal.  45,  S<liimpff,  199  Pa.  St.  423,  49  AtL 
91  Am.  Dee.  617  and  note;  BethcJ  v.  237,  85  A.  S.  R.  796. 

Bethel,  6  Bush  (Ky.)  65,  99  Am.  8.  Pearson  v.  Gillenwaters,  99  Tenn. 
Dec.  655.  446,  42  S.  W.  9,  63  A.  S.  R.  844. 

3.  Qrcpory  t.  Taber,  10  CaL  397,  9.  Moller  v.  Niagara  Fire  Ins.  Co., 
79  Am.  Dee.  219.  54  Wash.  439,  103  Pac.  449,  132  A. 

4.  Zufall  T.  Peyton,  26  Okla.  808,  S.  R.  1115,  24  L.RJL(N.S.)  8U7. 
110  Pac  773,  29  L.R.A.(N.8.)  740. 
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purchaser,  even  though  the  latter  has  paid  the  purchase  money  and 
has  gone  into  possession.^* 

Avoidanee  of  Sales 

439.  Grounds  for  ATOiding  Sales. — The  courts  are  frequently 

called  on  to  set  aside  sales  made  by  executors  or  administrators  of 
decedents'  estates.  In  addition  to  fraud,  which  is  hereafter  separately 
considered,"  such  sales  may  be  attacked  on  various  grounds.  A  sale 
may  be  set  aside  as  having  been  made  without  authority  or  without 
consideration. 1*  Another  ground  for  setting  aside  such  a  sale  is  that 
the  property  sold  did  not  belong  to  the  decedent  and  was  not  assets 
of  the  estate  subject  to  the  payment  of  his  debts;  for  example,  when 
land  sold  was  merely  a  homestead  pre-emption,  the  patent  to  which 
had  not  been  issued  during  the  decedent's  lifetime.'*  Still  another 
ground  for  equitable  interference  in  order  to  set  aside  a  sale  consists 
of  the  failure  of  the  purchaser  to  pay  all  the  purchase  money  as 
directed  by  the  court." 

440.  Remedies  for  Avoidance  of  Sales. — ^Tn  some  States  the  juris- 
diction of  a  court  of  probate  to  set  aside  an  administrator's  fraudulent 
sale  before  confirmation  is  exclusive,  and  a  court  of  equity  has  no 
power  to  entertain  a  bill  to  set  aside  such  sale,  which  has  not  been 
oonfirmed,  and  to  recover  the  property  sold  by  and  still  remaining 
in  the  possession  of  the  administrator.**  In  other  states  the  probate 
or  orphans*  court  has  power  in  certain  cases  to  review,  set  aside,  and, 
if  necessary,  to  order  a  resale  of  real  estate  made  under  a  testamentary 
power.  Yei  it  has  been  said  that  no  detree  can  properly  be  made  on 
a  conveyance  by  an  executor  under  a  power  conferred  by  will,  unless 
the  aid  of  the  court  is  required  to  supply  some  omission  in  the  terms 
of  the  instrument  creating  the  power."  But  the  normal  remedy 
available  in  nearly  all  cases  where  a  decree  of  sale  or  the  sale  under 
it  is  voidable  on  equitable  grounds  is  by  bill  in  equity  to  have  such 
sale  set  aside.^^  If  the  title  of  the  property  sold  is  defective,  the 
purchaser  may  bring  his  bill  for  a  rescission.  If  a  covenant  of  seisin 
in  the  original  deed  has  been  broken  immediately,  the  purchaser  may 
bring  his  bill  before  an  eviction;  and  the  purchaser  from  an  executor 

10.  Oieenongh  v.  Small,  137  Pa.  St  28  So.  799,  89  A.  S.  R.  588. 

132,  20  AU.  653,  21  A.  S.  R.  859.  16.  Hart  v.  Hart,  39  Miss.  221,  77 

11.  See  infra,  par.  444  et  seq.  Am.  Dec.  668. 

12.  Woods  V.  North,  6  Humph.  17.  In  re  Mnlholland,  224  Pa.  St. 
(Tenn.)  309,  44  Am.  Dec.  312.  636,  73  Atl.  932,  132  A.  S.  R.  791. 

13.  Sneed  v.  Hooper,  Cooke  (Tenn.)  18.  Worthy  v.  Johnson,  8  Oa.  236, 
200,  6  Am.  Deo.  691.  62  Am.  Dec.  399;  Rogers  v.  Rogers, 

14.  Qjeratadengen  v.  Van  Duzeiif  7  3  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  603,  20  Am.  Dee. 
N.  D.  612,  76  N.  W.  233,  66  A.  S.  B.  716;  Woods  v.  North,  6  Humi^L 
670.  (Tenn.)  309,  U  Am.  Dee.  312. 

16.  Sharpley  t.  Plant,  79  Miss.  176, 
R.  G.  L.  YoL  ZI.— 24.  360 
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selling  without  authority  may  likewise  have  the  sale  rescinded  in  a 
court  of  equity."  Where  an  administrator's  sale  is  voidable  on 
account  of  fraud  practiced  by  the  purchaser,  equity  may  in  a  proper 
case  grant  relief  by  converting  the  purchaser  into  a  trustee  against  his 
will,  and  making  the  land  subservient  to  rights  of  the  defrauded 
parties  by  way  of  equitable  trust."  Yet  it  may  not  be  necessary  to 
resort  to  chancery  to  set  aside  an  invalid  sale.  Ejectment  may  furnish 
an  ample  remedy  to  one  claiming  title  against  a  party  in  possession 
under  an  alleged  defective  administrator's  sale,  provided  that  no 
conveyance  to  the  latter  has  ever  been  executed.*  It  has  been  said 
that  whenever  a  sale  by  an  executor  or  administrator  is  void  because 
made  without  an  order  of  court,  or  in  a  manner  not  authorized  by 
law,  the  property  so  sold  may  be  recovered  by  the  distributees  or 
legatees  from  the  parties  holding  it  under  the  sale.*  Since  trust 
assets  may  in  equity  be  followed  *  one  holding  property  of  a  decedent 
under  color  of  a  fraudulent  sale  may  be  held  liable  wherever  found 
with  the  property  in  his  possession,  to  the  extent  of  the  assets  thus 
held.* 

441.  Right  to  Disregard  Void  Sales. — ^In  proper  cases  the  purchaser 
himself  may  voluntarily  rescind  a  void  sale,  thereby  avoiding  the 
necessity  of  the  bringing  of  proceedings  against  him  to  have  it  declared 
void.^  Accordingly,  where  an  administrator's  sale  is  void  on  its  face 
for  want  of  due  service  on  a  minor  heir,  he  is  entitled  to  disregard  th*e 
sale  and  have  partition  of  the  land.*  A  defendant  in  a  suit  to  fore- 
close a  vendor's  lien  reserved  in  an  administrator's  deed  purporting 
to  convey  to  him  certain  lands  of  which  he  is  in  possession  may 
resist  the  payment  of  the  balance  of  the  purchase  mon^  on  the 
ground  that  the  deed  was  void,  but  he  must,  in  order  to  avail  him- 
self of  that  defense,  offer  to  restore  the  premises,  together  with  the 
rents  and  profits  accruing  during  the  time  possession  was  withheld,' 

442.  Effect  of  Laches  Generally.— The  right  to  question  the  valid- 
ity of  a  sale  of  a  decedent's  property,  on  the  ground  that  the  executor 
or  administrator  purchased  it,  may  be  lost  by  laches.*  In  all  cases 
in  which  the  beneficiaries  of  an  estate  have  a  right  to  have  a  sale  set 

10.  Woods  V.  North,  6  Hnmph.     6.  Mantemach  t.  Stadt,  240  in.  464, 

(Tenn.)  309,  44  Am.  Dee.  312.  88  N.  E.  1000,  130  A.  S.  R.  282. 
,  20.  Bank  of  Missouri  v.  White,  23     7.  Zufall  v.  Peyton,  26  Okla.  808, 

Mo.  342,  66  Am.  Dee.  671.  110  Pnc.  773,  29  LJtJL.(N.S.)  740. 

1.  Moore  t.  Neil,  39  HI.  2S6,  89  8.  Gibson  v.  Herriott,  55  Ark.  85, 
Am.  Dec  303.  17  S.  W.  589,  29  A.  S.  R.  17;  Shelby 

2.  Ware  v.  Hoaghton,  41  Miss.  370,  v.  Creighton,  65  Neb  485,  91  N.  W. 
93  Am.  Dec.  258.  369,  101  A.  S.  R.  630;  Melns  v.  Pabst 

3.  See  Trusts.  Brewing  Co.,  93  Wis.  163,  66  N.  W. 

4.  Hopkins  t.  Towns,  4  B.  Mon.  518,  57  A.  S.  R.  899.  As  to  the  doe- 
(Ky.)  124,  39  Am.  Dee.  497.  trine  of  laebes  genenUy,  see  EgonT, 

6.  Ware  v.  HovghtoDi  41  Miss.  370,  voL  10,  p.  395  et  seq.  . 
03  Am.  Dee.  258. 
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aside  on  the  groond  that  it  was  improperly  made  to  or  for  the  benefit 
of  the  personal  repr^ntatives,  they  must  make  application  in  a 
reasonable  time  to  the  proper  court  to  have  such  sale  declared  invalid.* 
It  baa  been  said  that  the  application  to  set  aside  a  sale  for  fraud  should 
be  made  at  the  earliest  available  opportunity.**  Where  a  statute  pro- 
vides that  an  action  to  recover  property  sold  by  an  executor  or  admin- 
istrator shall  not  be  maintained  unless  commenced  within  three  years 
after  the  settlement  of  bis  final  account,  the  time  cannot  be  prolonged 
indefinitely  by  his  failure  to  file  such  account  and  obtain  its  settle- 
ment.  The  statute  must  in  such  a  case  be  deemed  to  commence  run- 
ning after  the  lapse  of  a  reasonable  time  in  which  to  present  and  pro- 
cure a  settlement  of  such  account.*'  A  purchaser  at  an  executor's 
sale  of  lands,  ordered  to  be  sold  for  cash,  who  does  not  pay  all  of  the 
purchase  money,  but,  by  agreement  with  the  executor,  has  part  of  it 
credited  to  him  on  an  individual  debt  due  him  from  such  executor, 
is  not  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  a  statute  of  limitations  applicable  when 
the  sale  is  made  in  good  faith  and  the  purchase  money  paid." 

443.  Particular  Periods  of  Delay. — A  judicial  proceeding  resulting 
in  a  sale  of  lands  to  pay  a  decedent's  debts,  which  remains  in  full  force 
and  effect,  will  not  be  set  aside  after  many  years,  in  favor  of  the  heirs, 
for  irregularity,  except  when  equity  requirKt  it,  even  though  no  statute 
of  limitations  has  run.**  So,  if  a  cestui  que  trust  acquiesces  for  a 
long  timt  in  an  improper  purchase  by  a  trustee,  equity  will  not  assist 
him  to  set  aside  tlie  sale.  Accordingly  where  the  complainants  did 
not  file  their  bill  to  set  such  a  sale  aside  until  thirty  years  after  the 
sale  and  more  than  twelve  years  after  the  arrival  at  majority  of  the 
youngest  heir,  a  court  of  equity  has  refused  to  lend  its  aid.'*  Where 
an  executor  or  administrator  purchases  land  at  his  own  sale,  and 
takes  and  keeps  open,  visible,  and  adverse  poss^ion  thereof  under 
a  claim  of  ownership  for  over  twenty  years,  it  has  been  decided  that 
this  is  a  bar  to  a  bill  for  partition  by  the  heirs,  who  are  under  no 
disability.'*  The  same  conclusion  has  been  reached  where,  although 

9.  Gibson  v.  Herriott,  65  Ark.  85,  10.  Planters'  Bank  v.  Neely,  7  How. 

17  S.  W.  589,  29  A.  S.  R.  17;  Flanders  (Miss.)  80,  40  Am.  Dec.  51. 

V.  Flandera,  23  Ga.  249,  68  Am.  Dec.  11.  Dennis  v.  Bint,  122  CaJ.  39,  54 

523;  Smith  v.  Cranberry,  39  Oa.  381,  Pac.  378,  68  A.  S.  R.  17. 

99  Am.  Dec.  464;  James  v.  Kelley,  107  12.  Sharpley  t.  Plant,  79  Miss,  175, 

Ga.  446,  33  S.  E.  425,  73  A.  S.  R.  28  So.  799,  89  A.  S.  R.  588. 

135;    Brackenridge    v.    Holland,    2  13.  Mason  v.  Odum,  210  111.  471,  71 

Blaekf.  (Ind.)  377,  20  Am.  Dec.  123;  N.  E.  386,  102  A.  S.  R.  180. 

Jenison  v.  Hapgood,  7  Pick  (Mass.)  14.  Van  Dyke  v.  Johns,  1  Del.  Ch. 

1,  19  Am.  Dec.  258;  Yeackel  v.  Litch-  93,  12  Am.  Dee.  76. 

field,  13  Allen  (Mass.)  417,  90  Am.  15.  Mason  v.  Odum,  210  HI.  471,  71 

Dec.  207   and   note;   Musselman   v.  N.  E.  386,  102  A.  S.  R.  180.    See  also 

£shleman,  10  Pa.  St.  394,  51  Am.  Dee.  Adversb  Possession,  voL  1,  pp.  74&- 

493;  Green  v.  Sargeant,  23  Vt  466,  746. 
66  Am.  Dee.  88. 
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the  statute  of  limitations  has  not  run  against  them,  the  heirs  by  the 
exercise  of  ordinary  diligence  might  have  discovered  that  a  sale  was 
made  for  the  benefit  of  the  executor,  and  they  failed  to  exercise  such 
diligence  or  to  take  any  proceeding  to  avoid  the  sale  for  nearly  twenty 
years  and  until  the  youngest  of  the  heirs  was  more  than  four  years 
past  her  majority."  In  determining  what  is  a  reasonable  time  the 
courts  have  held  that  a  delay  of  ten  years  after  a  minor  heir  became  of 
age  was  clearly  unreasonable.*'  The  right  has  been  lost  after  a  delay 
of  five  years  and  four  years,"  yet  it  seems  that  in  all  cases  a  court 
of  probate  has  jurisdiction  to  set  aside  a  fraudulent  sale  made  by  an 
administrator,  if  objection  is  made  before  confirmation.  It  has  even 
been  held  that  this  jurisdiction  may  be  exercised  even  after  the  lapse 
of  twenty-one  years.**  In  various  states  statutes  have  been  enacted 
limiting  the  time  within  which  actions  may  be  brought  to  set  aside 
sales  of  land  by  executors  and  administrators  to  five/  and  in  some 
states  three  years.' 


444.  In  General. — Tn  sales  made  by  executors  and  administrators, 
the  utmost  good  faith  is  required,'  and  fraud  in  an  administrator, 
tending  to  defeat  the  ends  of  his  trust,  renders  a  sale  by  him  voidable 
on  the  bringing  of  proper  proceedings  to  have  it  set  aside.*  For 
example,  a  sale  of  lands  under  a  probate  decree,  procured  to  be  made 
through  fraudulent  collusion  between  the  adminfetratrix  of  the  de- 
ceased owner  and  the  purchaser,  in  payment  of  her  individual  indebt- 
edness to  Inm,  will  be  set  aside  in  equity  at  the  suit  of  the  heirs,  on 
averment  and  proof  of  such  facts.*  A  purchaser  at  an  administrator's 
sale,  before  he  has  paid  the  amount  of  his  bid,  is  not  recognized  as  hav- 
ing any  right  which  will  prevent  a  court  from  setting  aside  the  sale, 
where,  owing  to  the  fraudulent  devices  of  the  administrator,  he  has 
been  enabled  to  bid  in  the  property  at  much  below  its  real  value.*  It 
has  also  been  held  that  an  executor's  sale  of  real  estate  made  to  the 
surety  on  his  bond  under  an  order  of  the  probate  court,  procured 

16.  Melns  v.  Pabst  Brewing  Co.,  93  note,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  354  and  note. 
Wis.  153,  66  N.   W.  518,  57  A.  S.  R.  2.  Harlan  v.  Peek,  33  Cal.  515,  91 
899.  Am.  Dec.  653. 

17.  Musselman  v.  EsWeman,  10  Pa.  3.  Shnrpley  v.  Plant,  79  Miss.  175, 
St.  394,  51  Am.  Dec.  493.  28  So.  799,  89  A.  S.  R.  588. 

18.  HanBon  v.  Nygaard,  305  Minn.  4.  Planters'  Bank  v.  Neely,  7  How. 
30,  117  N.  W.  235,  127  A.  S.  R.  523.  (Miss.)  80,  40  Am.  Dee.  51.   As  to 

19.  Flanders  V.  Flanders,  23  Ga.  249,  particular  remedies  available  for  avoid- 
68  Am.  Deo.  523.  ing  sales,  see  supra,  par.  440. 

20.  Hart  V.  Hart,  39  Miss.  221,  77  5.  Tillman  v.  Thomas,  87  Ala.  321, 
Am.  Dec.  668.  6  So.  151,  13  A.  S.  R.  42. 

1.  O'Keefe  v.  Behrens,  73  Kan.  469,  6.  Planters'  Bank  v.  Neely,  7  How. 
86  Pae.  566,  9  Ann.  Cas.  867  and  (Miss.)  80,  40  Am.  Dee.  61. 
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through  the  fraud  of  tho  ^ecutor,  may  be  set  aside  at  the  suit  of  a 
devisee,  although  the  surety  was  ignorant  of  the  dishonest  conduct  of 
his  principal.'  While  some  courts  hold  that  fraud  in  procuring  an 
order  of  the  court  is  ground  for  setting  it  aside  even  on  collateral 
attack,^  other  courts  adhere  to  the  view  that  such  fraud  is  available 
only  on  direct  attack  *  In  determining  whether  an  attack  is  collateral 
it  may  be  noted  that  the  courts  have  held  that  a  bill  in  chancery  filed  to 
set  aside  an  administrator's  sale  should  not  be  regarded  as  collateral  to 
the  proceeding  in  which  the  application  for  leave  to  sell  is  filed,  so 
far  as  it  relates  to  the  parties  to  that  suit,  but  as  to  purchasers  whose 
title  derived  from  the  sale  is  sought  to  be  divested,  it  is  as  purely 
collateral  as  an  action  of  ejectment.*" 

445.  What  Constitutes  Fraud. — It  is  practically  impossible  to  give 
an  adequate  definition  of  fraud.  The  ingenuity  of  man  is  so  inex- 
haustible that  it  might  not  be  wise  for  the  courts  to  enunciate  any 
final  definition.  In  considering  the  subject  of  the  setting  aside  of 
sales  on  the  ground  of  fraud,  instead  of  attempting  to  define  the  word, 
there  will  be  here  given  a  few  illustrative  cases  showing  the  applica- 
tion of  the  principle  that  fraud  may  so  vitiate  a  sale  as  to  justify  a 
court  of  equity  in  setting  it  aside.  An  attempt  of  an  administrator  to 
secure  the  property  to  the  family  of  the  decedent  at  a  price  beneath 
its  true  value  by  discouraging  bidding  at  his  sale  thereof  may  amount 
to  fraud,  and  if  so  far  successful  that  at  such  sale  the  property  is  bid 
in  trust  for  the  family  at  much  below  its  value,  the  sale  may  be  set 
aside  at  the  instance  of  any  creditor  of  the  estate  thereby  injured.*' 
When  an  executor,  before  and  without  any  reference  to  a  sale,  pub- 
lished false  statements  concerning  the  value  of  bank  stock  belonging 
to  the  estate,  and  in  negotiations  for  a  sale  thereof  was  informed  that 
the  purchaser  had  heard  and  relied  on  those  statements,  and  had  no 
available  meana  of  detecting  their  falsity,  it  has  been  held  that  silence 
on  his  part  may  amount  to  a  fraudulent  concealment,  and  constitute 
grounds  for  having  the  sale  set  aside.**  But  ordinarily  an  adminis- 
trator is  not  bound  to  disclose  defects,  within  his  knowledge,  in  the 
title  to  the  property  of  the  estate ;  and  his  mere  silence  in  respect  to 
the  title,  although  he  may  have  known  it  to  be  defective,  does  not 
amount  to  a  fraud  which  will  vitiate  the  sale."  Fraud  in  a  probate 
sale  is  not  proved  by  the  fact  that  an  attorney  at  law  held  claims 

7.  ]*^cke  T.  Bandrick,  72  Kan.  18!^  Judgments. 

83  Pee.  403,  4  L.RA.(N.8.)  820.        11.  Planter^  Bank  v.  Neely,  7  How. 

8.  Bland  v.  Moneaster,  24  Miss.  62,  (Miss.)  SO,  40  Am.  Dec.  61.   See  gen- 


9.  Lyne  v.  Sanford,  82  Tex.  68,  19  12.  Keen  v.  James,  39  N.  J.  Eq. 
8.  W.  847,  27  A.  S.  R.  852.  627,  61  Am.  Rep.  29. 

10.  Moore  Neil,  39  III.  256,  89  13.  Thompson  v.  Mnnger,  16  Tex. 
Am.  Deo.  303.   Ab  to  eollateral  at- '  523,  65  Am.  Dec.  176. 

taek   on   judgments   generally,  see 


67  Am.  Dec.  1G2. 
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against  the  estate  for  collection,  and  used  all  legal  efforts  to  obtain 
an  order  of  sale  of  property  of  the  estate  to  provide  for  their  pay- 
ment, and  that  at  the  sale  he  himself  became  the  purchaser  of  the 
property  sold.  In  such  case  it  has  been  said  that  it  was  his  duty  as 
an  attorney  to  obtain  payment  of  the  claims  in  that  or  any  other 
lawful  manner,  and  he  had  as  much  tight  as  other  persons  to  bid 
for  the  property  at  the  sale.'* 

446.  Inadequacy  of  Price  as  Evidence  of  Fraud. — ^Inadequacy  of 
price  when  coupled  with  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  executor  or  adminis- 
trator to  dissuade  persons  from  bidding  at  the  sale  may  amount  to 
fraud  and  may  warrant  the  setting  aside  of  the  sale  for  this  reason. 
For  example,  it  has  been  held  that  where  the  property  is  sold  at  less 
than  one  third  its  value,  to  a  near  relative,  before  parties  known  to  be 
desirous  of  bidding  arrive,  and  where  a  consideration  is  offered  to  keep 
persons  present  from  bidding,  and  they  do  not  bid,  and  where  the 
administrator  is  known  to  desire  the  property  to  sell  at  a  low  figure, 
it  has  been  held  that  fraud  will  be  presumed  and  the  sale  may  be 
set  aside  and  the  property  ordered  resold.'^  But  mere  inadequacy  of 
price  standing  alone  is  not  sufficient  to  set  aside  a  sale.**  Where  a 
bill  charges  that  the  administrator  fraudulently  conspired  with  the 
purchaser  to  force  an  unnecessary  sale,  and  so  obtain  the  property  at 
an  under  price  in  trust  for  the  administrator,  the  sale  will  not  neces- 
sarily be  set  aside,  if  the  evidence  shows  that  the  price  was  entirely 
adequate." 

447.  Who  Hay  Raise  Objection. — A  fraudulent  sale  may  be  set 
aside  at  the  instance  of  any  party  in  interest,'^  as  for  example  an 
heir  or  devisee.**  A  bill  in  equity  may  be  filed  in  behalf  of  an  infant 
to  set  aside,  on  the  ground  of  fraud,  a  decree  directing  the  sale  of  land 
to  pay  debts,  when  such  infant's  interest  in  the  land  is  affected 
thereby."  It  has  been  held  that  a  deed  from  an  administrator  of 
land  of  his  intestate,  by  him  sold  under  an  order  of  the  probate  court, 
voidable  for  fraudulent  collusion  between  the  administrator  and  the 
purchaser,  may  be  impeached  only  by  a  subsequent  administrator, 
or  by  the  heirs  or  devisees,  and  is  valid  to  all  intents  as  to  all  other 
persons.*  It  seems  that  in  some  jurisdictions  an  heir  cannot  bring 
proceedings  in  his  own  name  to  set  aside  a  fraudulent  sale  by  an 

14.  Oiddings  v.  Steele,  28  Tex.  732,  18.  Planters'  Bank  v.  Neely,  7  How. 
91  Am.  Dec.  336.  (Miss.)  80,  40  Am.  Dec.  51. 

15.  Pearson  v.  Moreland,  7  Smedes  19.  Fincke  v.  Bandrick,  72  Kan. 
&  M.  (Miss.)  609,  45  Am.  Dec.  SIM.  182,  83  Pac.  403,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  820; 
As  to  the  deterring  of  bidders,  see  also  Pearson  v.  Burditt,  26  Tex.  157,  80 
supra,  par.  388.  Am.  Dec.  649. 

16.  Costipan  v.  Tmesdell,  119  Ky.  20.  Griswoid  v.  Hicks,  132  HL  494, 
70,  83  S.  W.  98,  115  A.  S.  R.  241.  24  N.  E.  63,  22  A.  S.  R.  549. 

17.  Johnston  v.  Lewis,  Rice  £q.  (S.  1.  Pearson  v.  Burditt,  26  Tex.  167, 
C.)  40,  33  Am.  Dec.  74.  80  Am.  Dee.  649. 
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administrator  while  the  adminietratioD  is  still  open,  except  under 
unusual  circumstances.'  Where  a  sale  has  been  made  by  an  executor 
or  administrator  which  normally  might  be  set  aside  on  account  of 
fraud,  the  courts  may  nevertheless  refuse  to  interfere  in  regard  to  it 
if  the  parties  are  estopped  from  raising  objections  to  such  sale,  as 
where  Uie  persons  concerned,  with  knowledge  of  the  facts,  accept  and 
retain,  as  a  part  of  their  distributive  share,  money  derived  from  a 
sale  of  real  estate  made  by  the  administrator.*  \Vhere  a  purchaser 
buys  the  property  at  the  solicitation  of  the  administrator  personally 
under  an  agreement  that  he  was  to  be  accountable  to  him  only  to  the 
amount  which  should  be  realized  on  a  resale  of  the  property,  the 
courts  hold  that  although  this  agreement  may  be  fraudulent  a  court 
of  equity  will  not  interfere  to  relieve  the  purchaser  since  he  is  estopped 
to  set  up  his  own  fraud.* 

448.  Rights  in  Event  of  Avoidance  of  Sale. — On  the  setting  aside 
of  an  administrator's  sale  for  fraud,  the  property  which  was  the  sub- 
ject of  such  sale  becomes  on  administered  asseta  of  the  estate,  and  falls 
back  into  the  hands  of  the  administrator  for  disposition  in  due  course 
of  the  administration,*  and  the  executor  may  institute  suit  forthwith 
against  the  purchasers  to  recover  the  property,  on  the  theory  that 
the  void  sale  was  the  executor's  individual  act  which  would  not  estop 
him  from  suit  in  his  representative  character.*  In  some  cases  the 
purchaser  at  a  voidable  sale  is  entitled  to  reimbursement  for  expendi- 
tures made  by  him  in  reference  to  the  property  while  in  his  possession 
under  such  voidable  sale.'  Thus  it  has  been  held  that  where  an 
executor  claiming  to  be  a  devisee  of  certain  land  sold  it  without 
express  authority,  and  applied  the  money  to  the  payment  of  debts  of 
the  testator,  those  who  are,  on  a  proper  construction  of  the  will,  entitled 
to  the  land  may  recover  it  from  the  purchaser  without  refunding  the 
money  paid.*  It  seems  that  in  such  eases  a  decree  vacating  a  sale 
should  declare  the  title  in  the  heirs  subject  to  the  lien  of  the  pur- 
chaser for  the  part  of  the  purchase  money  paid  by  him,  allowing  him 
nothing  for  improvements.*  On  the  other  hand  where  a  sale  of 
bank  stock  has  been  rescinded  for  fraud,  an  innocent  purchaser  is 
entitled  to  reimbursement  for  an  assessment  paid  by  him  on  the  stock 
during  the  period  of  bis  possession  of  it  under  such  sale.'^  Where 
a  note  has  been  given  as  part  of  the  purchase  money  of  land  fraudu- 

2.  Giddings  v.  Steele,  28  Tex.  732,  54  Am.  Dec.  393. 

91  Am.  Dee.  336.  7.  As  to  the  right  to  disr^ard  void 

3.  Mote  V.  Kleen,  83  Neb.  585,  119  sales,  see  supra,  par.  441. 

N.  W.  1125,  131  A.  S.  R.  654.  8.  Walker  v.  Quigg,  6  Watts  (Pa.) 

4.  Fahrig  v.  Sehimpff,  199  Pa.  St.  87,  31  Am.  Dec.  452. 

423,  49  Atl.  237,  85  A.  S.  R.  796.  9.  Sharpley  v.  Plant,  79  Miss.  175, 

5.  Giddings  v.  Steele,  28  Tex.  732,  28  So.  799,  89  A.  S.  R,  588. 

91  Am.  Dee.  336.  10.  Keen  v.  James,  39  N.  J.  Eq.  627, 

6.  Worthy  v.  Johnson,  10  Ga.  358.  51  Am.  Rep.  29. 
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lontly  sold,  one  consequence  of  the  setting  aside  of  a  sale  for  fraud  is 
that  such  note  given  in  payment  for  the  land  so  sold  is  without  con- 
sideration and  unenforceable.^* 

Subrogation  on  Void  Sale$ 

449.  Right  to  Stibrogatioxiu — On  the  right  of  purchasers  at  void 

execution  or  judicial  sales  to  subrogation  to  the  rights  of  creditors 
to  the  payment  of  whose  claims  the  purchase  money  paid  by  them 
has  been  appropriated,  courts  are  not  agreed.  Many  consider  them 
aa  volunteers  acting  without  compulsion  and  for  no  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting any  interest  of  their  own,  and  under  a  mistake  of  law,  and 
therefore  not  entitled  to  the  protection  of  courts  of  equity.  On  the 
other  hand,  others  hold  that  the  doctrine  of  subrogation  rests  on 
the  natural  principles  of  equity  and  justice;  that  purchasers  at  such 
sales  who  are  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  subrogation  are  not  volunteers; 
that  they  purchase  at  a  sale  made  under  the  coercive  process  of  law, 
under  the  honest  belief  that  they  are  getting  the  property  sold,  and 
their  money  is  actually  applied  to  the  benefit  of  the  owner  in  paying 
his  debts  or  removing  charges  or  liens  on  his  property.**  The  latter 
view  is  the  one  more  generally  accepted.  The  rule  which  meets  with 
general  recognition  is  that  when  the  proceeds  have  been  applied  to 
the  payment  of  the  decedent's  debts  the  purchaser,  at  an  invalid  or 
void  sale  by  executors  or  administrators,  acquires  a  right  to  be  subro- 
gated to  the  rights  of  the  creditors  whose  claims  have  been  paid  out 
of  the  proceeds  from  such  sale.*'  It  may  be  noted  in  this  connection 
that  in  order  to  assert  an  equity  of  subrogation  in  property  that 
has  been  sold  at  an  administrator's  sale,  the  facts  must  be  pleaded,'^ 
and  that  when  the  purchase  money  derived  from  the  sate  has  not 
been  paid  out  of  the  hands  of  the  personal  representative  in  liquida- 
tion of  debts,  but  remains  in  his  hands,  the  purchaser,  inst^  of 
being  entitled  to  subrogation  against  tlie  heirs,  will  be  entitled  to  a 
decree  against  the  executor  or  administrator  for  the  amount  ao  held.*^ 

11.  Kochl  V.  Pleasants,  31  Tex.  45,  3  S.  E.  729,  2  A.  S.  R.  326  and  note; 
98  Am.  Dec.  514.  Hunter  v.  Hunter,  58  S.  C.  382,  36 

12.  Bond  V.  Montgomery,  66  Ark.  S.  E.  734,  79  A.  S.  R.  845;  Hei-ron  v. 
563,  20  S.  W.  525,  35  A.  S.  R.  119.  Marshall,  6  Humph.  (Teno.)  443,  42 
See  generally,  Subrogation.  Am.  Dee.  444;  Hudgin  v.  Hudgin,  € 

13.  Crippen  v.  Chappel,  35  Kan.  Grat.  (Va.)  320,  52  Am.  Dec.  124: 
495,  11  Pac.  453,  67  Am.  Rep.  187;  Hall  v.  Hall,  35  W.  Va.  155, 13  d.  B. 
McGee  v.  Wallis,  57  Miss.  638,  34  49,  29  A.  S.  R.  800. 

Am.  Rep.  484;  Valle  v.  Fleming,  29  Note:  69  L.R.A.  47. 

Mo.  152,  77  Am.  Dec.  557;  Cunning-  14.  Wilkin  v.  Owens,  102  Tex.  197, 

ham  V.  Anderson,  107  Mo.  371,  17  S.  114  S.  W.  104,  115  S.  W.  1174,  117 

W.  972, 28  A.  S.  R.  417;  Scott  v.  Dann,  S.  W.  425,  132  A.  S.  R.  867. 

21  N.  C.  425,  30  Am.  Dec.  1^4  and  15.  Hudgin  v.  Hudgin,  6  Grat  (Vo.) 

note;  Peny  v.  Adams,  98  N.  C.  167,  320,  52  Am.  Dec.  124. 
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450.  View  that  Subrogation  Will  Not  Be  Permitted.— Various 
grounds  have  been  asserted  for  refusing  to  recognize  any  right  of 

subrogation  of  a  purchaser  at  a  void  or  invalid  sale  of  an  executor 
or  administrator.  Some  courts  have  flatly  refused  to  recognize  the 
right  under  any  circumstances,  and  have  decided  that  on  a  void 
administrator's  sale  the  purchase  money  paid  cannot  be  recovered 
from  the  heir  who  has  obtained  the  land."  Other  courts  hold  that 
equity  will  not  relieve  a  purchaser  of  land  at  a  probate  sale  which 
transfers  no  title,  when  there  is  no  mistake  or  ignorance  of  any  mate- 
rial fact  and  no  fraud  nor  warranty."  Knowledge  by  the  purchaser 
that  the  land  sold  was  subject  to  a  trust,  and  that  the  executor  or 
administrator  had  no  power  to  make  the  sale,  has  been  considered 
fatal.'*  In  some  states  a  distinction  seems  to  be  drawn  between  cases 
where  the  debts  paid  out  of  the  purchase  money  derived  from  the 
invalid  sale  were  simple  debts  or  those  secured  by  liens,  the  courts 
holding  that  where  the  title  of  a  purchaser  at  an  administrator's 
sale  to  pay  debts  which  are  not  liens  on  the  land  fails  for  want  of 
jurisdiction,  he  is  not  entitled  in  equity  to  be  subrogated  to  the  claims 
of  creditors  paid  by  the  purchase  money.^'  It  should  be  recognized 
that  the  right  of  subrogation  in  t^e  jurisdictions  in  which  it  is  rec- 
ognized is  an  equitable  right,  subject  to  being  forfeited  by  any  fraud 
or  wrongful  conduct  of  the  purchaser.  It  has  been  held,  however, 
that  a  purchaser  at  an  administrator's  sale  of  a  homestead  is  not  in 
pari  delicto  with  the  administrator,  and  therefore  excluded  from  the 
benefit  of  the  right  to  be  subrogated  to  the  claims  of  creditors,  on 
the  ground  that  the  sale  by  the  administrator  was,  under  the  cir- 
cumstance?, forbidden  by  statute,  and  made  punishable  as  a  misde- 
meanor.-* 

451.  Who  Are  Entitled  to  Subrogation. — The  right  of  subrogation 
is  occasionally  invoked  in  reference  to  sales  of  decedents'  property 
by  others  than  the  purchasers  from  the  executor  or  administrator. 
Some  courts  have  held  that  a  cestui  que  trust  may  be  subrogated  to 
the  rights  of  the  administrator  where  land  held  in  trust  by  a  deceased 
trustee  has  been  sold  on  credit  by  such  administrator.*  Where  an 
administrator's  deed  is  ineffectual  to  convey  the  title  of  the  heirs, 
but  his  accounts  show  that  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  were  applied  to 
the  satisfaction  of  charges  against  the  estate,  the  heirs,  before  recov- 
ering the  property  from  the  purchasers,  must  refund  the  amount 
with  interest  from  the  time  it  was  applied  to  the  payment  of  the 

16.  Nowler  v.  Coit,  1  Ohio  519,  13  19.  Manternach  v.  Siudt,  240  IH. 
Am.,Dee.  640.  464,  88  N.  E.  1000,  130  A.  S.  R.  282. 

17.  Bums  V.  Hamilton,  33  Ala.  210,  20.  Bond  -v.  Montgomery,  56  Ark. 
70  Am.  Dec.  570  ^lnd  note.  563,  20  S.  W.  525,  35  A,  S.  R.  119. 

18.  Huse  T.  Den,  85  Cal  390,  24     1.  Yandever  v.  Freeman,  20  Tex. 


Pae.  790,  20  A.  8.  R.  232. 


333,  70  Am.  Dec  391. 
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charges  •  A  purchaser  with  a  warranty  from  an  heir,  of  realty,  which 
ia  afterwards  sold  by  order  of  the  surrogate  to  pay  the  debts  of  the 
ancestor,  is  entitled  to  be  subrogated  to  the  rights  of  the  creditors 
who  are  paid  by  such  sale,  and  has  an  equitable  lien  on  the  rest 
of  the  estate  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  heir.*  On  the  other 
hand  it  has  been  decided  that  purchasers  with  warranty  from  a 
purchaser  at  a  void  administrator's  sale  cannot,  on  the  death  and 
insolvency  of  the  latter,  be  substituted  for  him  in  his  claims  for 
advances  to  the  estate  of  the  decedent.*  It  seems  that  interests  or 
estates  in  lands  of  a  decedent  in  the  hands  of  innocent  purchasers 
for  v£due,  and  acquired  from  the  heirs  before  the  commencement  of 
a  suit  to  charge  them  with  the  payment  of  the  decedent's  debts,  can- 
not be  subjected  thereto  either  in  law  or  equity.* 

452.  Right  of  Purchaser  to  Reimbursement. — When  a  purchaser 
is  required  to  surrender  land  which  he  has  acquired  under  a  void 
sale  by  an  executor  or  administrator,  he  is  in  most  cases  entitled. to 
reimbursement.  This  right  generally  extends  to  the  full  amount 
of  the  purchase  money  paid  by  him.*  In  some  states  a  purchaser 
at  a  void  sale  is  entitled  to  the  value  of  the  improvements  placed  by 
him  in  good  faith  on  the  land,'  but  in  other  states  no  allowance  can 
be  made  for  improvements  except  as  an  offset  for  damages  claimed 
for  withholding  the  possession.*  Where  an  administratrix  purchases 
the  lands  of  the  estate,  including  her  dower  therein,  at  her  own  sale, 
and  the  sale  is  set  aside  as  to  infant  heirs,  for  constructive  fraud 
after  the  administratrix  has  made  valuable  improvements,  it  has  been 
held  that  she  is  entitled  to  compensation  for  the  full  value  of  her 
improvements,  less  rents,  and  to  have  the  purchase  money  and  taxes 
paid  by  her  refunded,  with  interest,  as  to  all  of  the  land  except  her 
dower  and  that  as  to  that  she  is  entitled  to  have  the  purchase  money 
only  refunded.*  In  some  states  such  right  has  been  extended  to 
cover  the  amount  of  taxes  paid  by  the  purchaser  while  the  land  was 
in  his  possession, on  the  ground  that  the  payment  was  compulsory 

2.  Millican  v.  McNeill,  102  Tex.  189,  sale,  see  supra,  par.  428. 

114  S.  W.  106,  132  A.  S.  R.  S6.3,  20  7.  Heath  v.  Wells,  5  Pick.  (Mass.) 

Ann.  Caa.  74,  21  L.R.A.(N.S.)  60.  140,  16  Am.  Dec.  383;  Cunningham  v. 

3.  Eddy  V.  Traver,  6  Paige  (N.  T.)  Anderson,  107  Mo.  371, 17  S.  W.  972, 
521,  31  Am.  Dec.  261.  28  A.  S.  R.  417. 

4.  Beall  v.  Piiee^  13  Ohio  368,  42  8.  Huse  v.  Den,  85  Cal.  390,  24  Pac. 
Am.  Dec.  204.  790,  20  A.  S.  R.  232.    See  Improvk- 

5.  Scoggin  V.  Hodgins,  78  Ark.  531,  ments. 

94  S.  W.  084, 115  A.  S.  R.  60.  9.  Gibson  v.  Herriott,  55  Ark.  85, 

6.  Stults  V.  Brown,  112  Ind.  370,  17  S.  W.  589,  29  A.  S.  R.  17. 

14  N  .E.  230,  2  A.  S.  R.  19D;  Cunning-      10.  Cunningham  v.  Anderson,  307 
ham  V.  Anderson,  107  Mo.  371,  17  3-  Mo.  371,  17  8.  W.  972,  28  A.  S.  E. 
W.  972,  28  A.  S.  R.  417.   As  to  right  417. 
of  an  executor  who  purchases  at  own 
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and  wa3  for  the  benefit  of  the  rightful  owners.**  Although  in  most 
jurisdictions  where  this  right  is  recognized  it  is  founded  on'  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  common  law,  yet  in  a  few  states  it  rests  on  direct  statu- 
tory  authority.  For  example,  in  some  jurisdictions  the  statutes  pro- 
vide that  if  any  sale  by  an  executor  or  administrator  is  for  any  cause 
whatever  held  to  be  void  or  irregular,  the  purchaser  in  good  faith 
and  for  value,  or  his  representatives,  shall  have  a  lien  on  the  real 
estate  sold  for  both  the  purchase  money  and  the  taxes  paid,  together 
with  interest.'*  Since  the  heirs  and  persons  interested  in  the  estate 
cannot  have  the  land  and  yet  retain  the  purchase  money  received 
for  it,  they  may  be  compelled  to  elect  between  the  i-woM 

453.  Lien  of  Purchaser  until  Repayment. — Not  only  has  the  pur- 
chaser under  such  sale  a  right  to  be  subrogated  to  the  claims  which 
have  been  paid  out  of  the  purchase  money,  but  he  also  has  the 
right  to  retain  possession  of  the  property  as  security  for  the  repay- 
ment of  the  sums  to  which  he  is  entitled."  In  a  number  of  juris- 
dictions when  the  sale  is  for  any  reason  void,  the  purchaser  is  rec- 
ognized as  having  a  right  to  reimbursement  enforceable  in  a  court 
of  equity  in  the  nature  of  a  lien  or  charge.'*  An  injunction  may 
bo  issued  to  prevent  the  heirs  from  recovering  possession  of  the  land 
without  reimbursing  the  purchaser  to  the  extent  to  which  he  may 
be  entitled.'*  Another  method  of  enforcing  the  right  of  the  pur- 
chaser to  subrogation  is  by  the  bringing  of  a  creditor's  bill  to  charge 
the  land  with  the  amount  of  the  debt  of  the  creditor  whose  claims 
have  been  paid.'^  It  should  be  noted  that  any  rents  and  profits 
of  the  land  acquired  by  a  purchaser  under  a  void  sale  should  be 
set  o£F  and  deducted  from  his  claim  before  it  is  enforced  under  the 
doctrine  of  subrogation.'^  Yet  such  lien  or  charge  for  the  purchase 
money  paid  on  such  void  sale  is  not  recognized  in  other  states,  on 
&e  theory  that  the  payment  was  purely  voluntary." 

11.  Nowler  V.  Colt,  1  Ohio  519,  13  Hunter  t.  Hunter,  58  S.  C.  382,  36 
Am.  Dec.  640.  S.  E.  734,  79  A.  S.  R.  845. 

12.  Montour  t.  Pardy,  11  Ifinn.  384,     Note :  2  A.  S.  R.  330. 

88  Am.  Dec.  88.  And  see,  infra,  par.  16.  McGee  v.  Wallis,  67  Miss.  638, 
453.  34  Am.  Rep.  484. 

18.  Woodstock  Iron  Co.  v.  PoUen-  17.  Hull  v.  Hull,  35  W.  Va.  155, 13 
wider,  87  Ala.  584,  6  So.  197, 13  A.  S.  8.  E.  49,  29  A.  S.  R.  800.  See  gen- 
R.  73.  erally  Cbbditors'  Bilu,  vol.  8,  p.  6 

14.  Hunter  v.  Hunter,  68  S.  G.  382,  et  seq. 
36  S.  K.  734, 79  A.  S.  R.  845  ;  63  S.  G.  18.  Huffman  v.  Hendry,  9  Ind.  App. 
78,  41  S.  E.  33,  90  A.  8.  R.  663.  324,  S6  N.  E.  727,  63  A.  8.  R.  351; 
.  15.  Woodstock  Iron  Co.  v.  Fallen-  Hudgrin  v.  Hudgin,  6  Orat.  (Va.)  320, 
wider,  87  Ala.  584,  6  So.  197, 13  A.  S.  52  Am.  Dee.  124. 
R.  73;  Perry  v.  Adams,  98  N.  C.  167,  19.  Nowler  v.  Colt,  1  Ohio  619,  13 
3  S.  £.  729,  2  A.  S.  R.  326  and  note;  Am.  Deo.  640. 
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Collateral  Attack  on  Sales 

454.  General  Principles. — Although,  as  has  already  been  seen,  at 
one  time  probate  courts  were  considered  as  courts  of  inferior  and 
special  jurisdiction  so  that  their  decrees  were  subject  to  collateral 
attack,*^  this  view  is  now  obsolete,  and  such  courts  ore  deemed  courte 

of  general  jurisdiction  within  their  province  and  accordingly  their 
decrees  are  proof  against  collateral  attack  in  like  manner  as  other 
courts  of  general  jurisdiction.*  Where  a  probate  court  has  juris- 
diction, ite  decrees  fall  within  the  operation  of  the  principle  of  res 
judicata,*  and  a  decree  of  a  probate  court  authorizing  the  sale  of 
the  real  property  of  a  decedent  for  the  payment  of  his  debts  is 
conclusive  of  everything  involved  in  it,*  as,  for  example,  the  neces- 
sity for  the  sale.*  In  like  manner  a  decree  of  a  court  of  probate, 
refusing  an  order  for  the  sale  of  land,  and  dismissing  the  appli- 
cation of  the  personal  representative,  as  between  him  and  the  heirs 
who  were  parties,  is  conclusive  that  the  personal  property  of  the 
intestate  was,  at  the  time  of  its  rendition,  sufficient  for  the  pay- 
ment of  debts  and  the  sale  was  unnecessary  *  It  should  be  noted, 
however,  that  this  conclusive  effect  given  to  an  order  of  the  court 
for  a  sale  of  land  on  account  of  the  existence  of  debts  is  conclusive 
only  between  the  purchaser  and  those  interested  in  the  estate.  An 
order  directing  the  sale  of  real  property  of  a  decedent  to  pay  speci- 
fied debts  is  not  conclusive  of  the  existence  and  validity  of  thow 
debts  in  favor  of  the  administrator  in  a  subsequent  proceeding  between 
him  and  the  distributees  of  the  estate  for  the  settlement  of  his  ac- 
counts.* It  has  also  been  h'eld  that  a  decree  for  the  sale  of  land 
to  pay  debts  is  not  res  judicata  as  to  the  validity  of  the  debts  and 
the  insufficiency  of  personal  property  to  pay  them  as  against  the 
heir  or  his  succeFSor  in  interest,  who  may  contest  a  motion  to  revive 
such  order  of  sale  on  the  ground  that  the  debts  are  barred  by  the 
statute  of  limitations.'  Even  as  between  the  purchaser  and  those 
interested  in  the  estate,  an  order  of  court  to  sell  a  decedent's  land 
is  only  a  determination  that  the  sale  is  necessary  and  an  authority 
to  make  it,  and  it  will  not  affect  the  title  or  grant  any  right  in 
jurisdictions  requiring  a  confirmation  of  sales.  It  is  the  order  of 
confirmation  which  finally  operates  to  divest  the  heirs  of  their  title 

20.  See  supra,  par.  59.  3.  Grubb  v.  Gallowav,  203  Pa.  St. 

1.  Mayer  v.  Kornegay,  163  Ala.  371,  236,  52  Atl.  176,  93  A.  S.  R.  7C4. 

50  So.  880,  136  A.  S.  R.  79;  Apei  v.  4.  McDade  v.  Burch,  7  Ga.  559,  50 
Kelsey,  52  Ark.  341,  12  S.  W.  703,  20  Am.  Dec.  407. 

A.  S.  R.  183.  See  supra,  par.  60.  5.  State  v.  Williams,  131  Ala.  56, 
And  see  Jcdoments.  30  So.  782,  90  A.  S.  R.  17, 

2.  As  to  conclusiveness  of  proceed-  6.  Austin  v.  Austin,  132  N.  C.  262, 
ing  in  general,  see  supra,  par.  71  et  43  S.  E.  827,  95  A.  S.  R.  637. 

seq.  As  to  res  judicata  generally,  see  7.  State  v.  Williams,  131  Ala.  £6,  30 
JuDOHEKTS.  So.  782,  90  A.  S.  R.  17. 
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and  to  secure  the  property  to  the  purchaser'  Where  a  sale  is  in 
fact  void,  it  may  be  treated  as  a  nullity,  and  may  be  disregarded  in 
collateral  proceedings  without  its  being  necessary  to  set  it  aside  by 
direct  attack.  But  if  it  is  voidable  only,  it  has  full  force  and  effect 
until  set  aside  in  proper  proceedings,  and  cannot  be  attacked  collat- 
erally .• 

455.  Immunity  from  Collateral  Attack. — The  general  rule  that  a 
judgment  of  a  court  having  jurisdiction  of  the  parties  and  the  sub- 
ject-matter, is  conclusive  on  the  parties  and  their  privies,  although 
the  record  may  contain  irregularities  which  would  authorize  its  rever- 
sal on  direct  appeal,  is  frequently  applied  in  regard  to  sales."  Decrees 
of  the  orphans'  court  in  regard  to  sales  stand  on  the  same  footing 
as  judgments  of  a  court  of  common  law,  and  cannot  be  examined 
collaterally  in  an  action  of  ejectment.'^  A  sale  pursuant  to  an  order 
of  the  orphans'  court  is  entitled  to  the  same  protection  on  collateral 
attack  as  a  sale  in  execution  proceedings  based  on  a  judgment.** 
Therefore  the  general  rule  is  that,  after  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court 
has  once  attached,  the  proceeding  cannot  be  collaterally  attacked  for 
irregularities,  although  such  proceedings  may  abound  in  errors." 
Since  it  is  a  matter  of  common  knowledge,  and  has  long  been  a 
subject  of  regret,  that  sheriff's  sales  pass  uncertain  titles,  the  court'* 
incline  towards  upholding  whenever  possible  titles  under  irregulaf 
sales  in  proceedings  in  the  orphans'  or  probate  courts.** 

456.  Protection  Accorded  Purchaser  by  Decree. — Where  the  court 
had  jurisdiction  both  of  the  persons  of  the  parties  and  of  the  subject- 
matter,*^  the  purchaser  is  not  bound  to  look  beyond  the  decree." 


8.  Plains  Land,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Lynch,  Bradley  v.  Drone,  187  HI.  175,  68  N. 
38  Uont.  271,  S9  Poe.  847,  120  A.  S.  E.  304,  79  A.  S.  R.  214;  O'Keefe  v. 
R.  645.  Behrens,  73  Kan.  469,  85  Pac.  655, 

9.  Comeinn  v.  Emeriek,  134  Ind.  9  Ann.  Cas.  867  and  note,  8  L.R.A. 
148,  33  N.  E.  890,  39  A.  S.  R.  245.  (N.S.)  354  and  note;  Ewing  v.  Higby, 

10.  Wyman  v.  Campbell,  6  Port.  7  Ohio  198,  pt  1,  28  Am.  Dee.  633; 
(Ala.)  219,  31  Am.  Dee.  677.  See  McPherson  v.  Cunliff,  11  Seig.  ft  R. 
also  JuDOusNTS.  (Pa.)  422,  14  Am.  Dec.  642. 

11.  Klingensmith  v.  Bean,  2  Watts  Note:  79  Am.  Dec.  366. 

(Pa.)  486,  27  Am.  Dee.  328.  14.  Qrubb  v.  Galloway,  203  Pa.  St. 

12.  Cox  T.  Davis,  17  Ala.  714,  62  236,  52  Atl.  176,  93  A.  S.  R.  764. 
Am.  Dee.  199;  McPherson  v.  Cunliff,  16.  Ooudy  v.  Hall,  36  III.  313,  87 
U  Seig.  ft  R.  (Pa.)  422, 14  Am.  Dec.  Am.  Dec.  217  and  note;  Wimberly  v. 
642.  Hurst,  33  III.  166,  83  Am.  Dec.  205: 

13.  Doe  V.  Riley,  28  Ala.  164,  65  Withers  v.  Patterson,  27  Tex.  491,  86 
Am.  Dec  334;  Satcher  v.  Sateher,  41  Am.  Dec.  643. 

Ala.  26,  91  Am.  Dee.  498;  Goodwin  v.  16.  Unnmon        Ri|^ns,  4b  La. 

Sims,  86  Ala.  102,  5  So.  587, 11  A.  S.  Ann.  761,  5  So.  49,  8  A.  S.  R.  649; 

R.  21;  Moore  v.  Cottingham,  113  Ala.  McPherson  v.  Cunliff,  11  Serg.  ft  R. 

148,  20  So.  094,  59  A.  S.  R.  100;  (Pa.)  422, 14  Am.  Dec.  642;  Ombb  v. 

Neville  v.  Kenny,  125  Ala.  149,  28  So.  Galloway,  203  Pa.  St.  236, 62  Atl.  176, 

462.  82  A.  S.  R.  230;;  Van  Dyek  v.  93  A.  S.  R.  764;  Withers  v.  Patterson, 

Johns,  1  Del.  Oh.  93,  12  Am.  Dee.  76;  27  Tex.  491,  86  Am.  Dec  643. 
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A  purchaser  of  property  at  a  sale  by  an  administrator,  whose  author- 
ity was,  at  the  time  of  the  sale,  recognized  by  the  court,  does  not 
have  the  burden  of  showing,  when  his  title  is  brought  in  question 
in  a  collateral  action,  that  the  administrator  was  duly  and  legally 
appointed  and  qualified  to  act  as  such  in  the  particular  instance,^^ 
or  that  the  sale  was  necessary.**  And  conversely,  if  the  court  did 
not  have  jurisdiction  either  of  the  person  or  the  subject-matter,  the 
decree  affords  the  purchaser  no  protection.'* 

457.  Filing  of  Proper  Petition  as  Protection. — As  has  already  been 
seen  ***  the  presentation  of  a  petition  for  an  order  to  sell  a  dece- 
dent's realty  for  the  payment  of  debts  by  an  administrator  confers 
on  the  court  jurisdiction  of  the  subject-matter.'  If  the  petition 
states  enough  to  require  the  court  to  act,  the  orders  and  decisions 
of  the  court  in  the  premises  are  binding  until  reversed,  and  cannot 
be  attacked  collaterally.*  An  order  of  sale  made  by  a  probate  court 
having  acquired  jurisdiction  by  the  filing  of  a  proper  petition  can- 
not be  attacked  in  a  collateral  proceeding  on  the  ground  that  it 
was  made  on  insufficient  evidence  or  contrary  to  the  evidence.*  Even 
when  the  petition  is  filed  by  one  whose  standing  as  an  administrator 
is  subject  to  attack,  the  sale  under  proceedings  instituted  by  him 
will  not  necessarily  be  void  and  subject  to  collateral  attack.  Thus 
it  has  been  held  that  in  a  collateral  proceeding  involving  the  title  to 
land  sold  by  an  administrator,  it  will  be  presumed  that  the  probate 
court  which  appointed  him  had  before  it  proof  of  the  facts  neces- 
sary to  authorize  it  to  make  such  appointment,  and  to  give  it  power 
to  act  in  the  case,  although  on  a  direct  appeal  or  writ  of  error  from 
the  probate  proceeding  it  would  be  held  irregular,  and  set  aside.* 
Where,  however,  the  petition  is  so  defective  that  the  court  did  not 
acquire  jurisdiction,  the  order  may  be  assailed  at  any  time  on  a 
collateral  as  well  as  on  a  direct  attack.' 

458.  Collateral  Attack  as  to  Necessity  of  Sale. — Not  infrequently 
efforts  are  made  to  nullify  a  sale  on  collateral  attack  on  the  ground 
that  there  were  no  debts  and  therefore  the  sale  was  a  nullity  as 

17.  7>anc7  v.  Stricklinge,  15  Tex.  1.  Long  v.  Burnett,  13  la.  28^  81 
557,  GS  Am.  Dec.  179  and  note.  Am.  Dec.  420. 

18.  Austin  V.  Austin,  132  N.  C.  262,  2.  Iverson  v.  Loberg,  26  111.  179,  79 
43  S.  E.  827,  95  A.  S.  R.  637.  Am.  Dec.  364  and  note;  Long  v.  Bur- 

19.  Wilson  v.  Holt,  83  Ala.  528,  3  nett,  13  la.  128,  81  Am.  Dec.  420.  Ab 
So.  321,  3  A.  S.  R.  768;  Stark  v.  Kirch-  to  tbe  setting  aside  «f  sales,  see  supra, 
graber,  186  Mo.  633,  85  S.  W.  86b,  105  par.  439  et  seq. 

A.  8.  R.  629;  Young  v.  Rathbone,  16  3.  Boyd  v.  Blankman,  29  Cal.  19,  87 

N.  J.  Eq.  224,  84  Am.  Dec.  151 ;  Ken-  Am.  Dec  146. 

nedy  v.  Wachsmuth,  12  Sei^.  &  R.  4.  Scbnell  v.  Cbicago,  38  HI.  382,  87 

(Pa.)  171,  14  Am.  Dec.  676;  Smith  v.  Am.  Dec.  304. 

Wildman,  178  Pa.  St.  245,  36  Atl.  5.  Plains  Land,  ete.,  Co.  t.  £<nwfa» 

1047,  56  A.  S.  R.  760,  36  L.B^.  834.  38  Hont  271,  99  Pae.  847,  129  A.  8. 

20.  See  snpra,  par.  380.  R.  645. 
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being  unnecessary.  The  general  rule  in  respect  to  questions  of  this 
character  is  that  while  it  may  be  true,  as  matter  of  fact,  that  no 
debts  existed  against  the  estate  at  the  time  of  filing  the  petition 
for  the  sale,  still,  on  collateral  attack,  the  existence  or  nonexistence 
of  debts  as  a  fact  cannot  be  inquired  into.*  In  the  absence  of  fraud 
or  collusion,  the  judicial  determination  by  a  probate  court  that  there 
are  debts  and  that  a  sale  of  the  land  is  necessary,  is  conclusive  against 
all  who  are  parties  to  that  proceeding.'  The  objection  cannot  there- 
after be  raised  that  the  application  discloses  no  cause  for  adminis- 
tration, and  no  reason  for  a  sale.'  Parties  to  such  decree  cannot 
impeach  the  sale  collatemlly  on  the  ground  that  they  were  igncH 
rant  of  their  rights,  and  that  such  debts  were  barred  by  the  statute 
of  limitations;*  yet  it  has  been  held  that  a  sale  based  on  a  debt 
barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations  is  void  on  the  ground  that  the 
court  was  without  jurisdiction  on  account  of  the  nonexistence  of 
the  essential  fact  of  indebtedness  due  by  the  estate  at  the  time  of 
sale.^*  An  order  of  sale  granted  on  the  application  of  an  admin- 
istrator to  sell  land  for  the  payment  of  a  specified  debt  amounts  to 
an  allowance  of  such  debt,  and  the  sale  cannot  be  collaterally  attacked 
on  the  ground  that  it  occurred  before  such  claim  was  presented  or 
allowed.'^  It  has  been  said  that  where  a  proper  petition  by  the 
proper  party  for  the  sale  of  lands  of  an  intestate  to  pay  debts  has 
been  filed  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  cannot  be  affected  by  the 
independent  knowledge  of  the  judge  of  the  court  of  the  nonexistence 
of  the  alleged  indebtedness.** 

459.  Irregularities  as  to  Notice. — Taking  the  position  that  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  probate  court  attaches  on  the  filing  of  a  proper 
petition  in  proceedings  for  the  sale  of  real  estate  of  a  decedent,'* 
the  courts  in  some  states  have  classified  a  failure  to  issue  a  citation 
to  the  resident  heirs  or  to  make  publication  as  to  the  nonresidents 
as  mere  irregularities  which,  while  sufficient  to  reverse  the  proceed- 
ings on  direct  appeal,  have  no  weight  in  a  collateral  attack.'*  There- 
fore the  rule  in  these  jurisdictions  is  that  the  failure  of  the  executor 
or  administrator  to  give  notice  of  sale  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 

6.  Neville  v.  Kenney,  125  Ala.  149,  mao,  178  Pa.  St.  245,  35  Atl.  1047, 
28  So.  452,  82  A.  S.  R.  230.  66  A.  S.  R.  760,  36  L.R.A.  834. 

7.  Cobb  V.  Gamer,  105  Ala.  467,  17  11.  Lvne  v.  Sanford,  82  Tex.  68,  19 
So.  47,  53  A,  8.  R.  136;  Atkins  v.  S.  W.  847,  27  A.  S.  R.  852. 
Kinnan.  20  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  241, 32  Am.  12.  Neville  v.  Kenney,  125  Ala.  149, 
Dec.  534.  28  So.  452,  82  A.  S.  R.  230. 

8.  Lyne  v.  Sanford,  82  Tex.  68,  19  13.  See  snpra,  par.  380. 

S.  W.  847,  27  A.  S.  R.  852.  14.  Field  v.  Goldsby,  28  Ala.  218,  66 

9.  Cobb  V.  Gamer,  105  Ala.  647,  17  Am.  Dec.  341;  Goodwin  v.  Sims,  86 
So.  47,  53  A.  S.  R.  136.  Ala.  102,  5  So.  687,  11  A.  S.  R.  21; 

10.  Heath  v.  Wells.  5  Pick.  (Mass.)  Lyne  t.  Sanford,  82  Tex.  68, 19  S.  W. 
140, 16  Am.  Dec.  383;  Smith  t.  Wild-  847,  27  A.  S.  B.  852. 
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the  statute,'*  or  the  omission  of  one  or  more  of  the  heirs  or  parties 
interested,^*  or  the  omission  of  all  notice  will  not  render  the  pro- 
ceedings void  when  attacked  collaterally,*'  but  at  the  most  voidable 
on  direct  appeal.  This  rule  is  followed  particularly  in  those  juris- 
dictions in  which  probate  proceedings  for  the  sale  of  lands  are  deemed 
proceedings  in  rem."  The  reasoning  is  that  if  the  court  had  juris- 
diction of  the  thing  sold,  although  it  acquired  none  over  the  person 
of  the  parUes  owning  it,  the  sale  is  binding  on  the  world,  includ- 
ing the  heirs  whose  names  are  omitted  from  the  petition  and  the 
proceedings."  Especially  after  confirmation,  an  administration  sale 
cannot  be  defeated  or  avoided  by  showing  collaterally  that  there  was 
a  defect  in  the  notices  of  sale.***  In  states  in  which  the  publication 
of  a  notice  of  an  intended  application  for  the  appointment  of  an 
administrator  during  a  designated  period  is  not  jurisdictional,  the 
fact  that  the  time  of  the  hearing  was  improperly  set  for  two  days 
previous  to  the  expiration  of  a  legal  publication^  and  that  on  the 
date  named  the  administrator  was  appointed,  will  not  affect  the  valid- 
ity on  collateral  attack  of  a  sale  subsequently  made  by  such  adminis- 
trator.' Failure  to  file  a  petition  to  sell  real  estate  to  pay  debts  against 
an  estate,  in  which  all  of  the  parties  interested  join,  a  designated 
number  of  days  before  the  term  commencee,  as  required  by  a  stat- 
ute, has  been  said  to  be  at  most  a  mere  irregularity,  which  does 
not  avoid  the  decree.'  Yet  the  foregoing  principles  are  not  univer- 
sally acknowledged,  for  collateral  attacks  have  been  sustained  by  fail- 
ure to  show  proper  notice.  For  example,  the  courts  in  some  states 
have  held  that  a  recital  in  an  order  to  sell  land  of  a  decedent,  that 
it  appeared  to  the  judge  "that  the  notice  had  been  published"  in 
a  certain  newspaper,  was  not  sufficient  evidence  of  due  publication 
to  sustain  such  sale  on  collateral  attack.* 

460.  Miscellaneous  Irregularities. — Numerous  other  defects  and 
irregularities  may  exist  in  proceedings  brought  by  an  executor  or 
administrator  for  the  sale  of  the  decedent's  land  without  opening 
the  door  to  collateral  attack.  It  seems  sulhcient  here  to  mention  one 
or  two  additional  illustrations.*   While  it  is  irregular  for  an  admin- 

15.  Field  V.  Goldsby,  28  Ala.  218,  549,  57  Pac.  110,  72  A.  S.  R.  369. 
65  Am.  Dec.  341;  Bland  v.  Muncaster,  As  to  confirmation,  see  supra,  par.  ^1 
24  Misa.  62,  57  Am.  Dec.  162.  et  seq. 

16.  Lyons  v.  Hamner,  84  Ala.  197,  1.  Hanson  v.  Nygaard,  105  Minn. 
4  So.  26,  5  A.  S.  R.  363.  30, 117  N.  W.  235, 127  A.  S.  R.  523. 

17.  Morris  V.  Hogle,  37  Dl.  150,  87      2.  McGowan  v.  Lufburrow,  82  Oa. 
Am.  Dec.  243  and  note;  Lyne  v.  San-  523,  9  S.  E.  427,  U  A.  S.  R.  178. 
ford,  82  Tex.  58,  19  S.  W.  847,  27  A.     3.  Oibbs  v.  Shaw,  17  Wis.  197,  84 
S.  R.  852.  Am.  Dec.  737. 

18.  See  supra,  par.  370.  4.  As  to  defects  snfflcient  to  eaase 

19.  Lyons  v.  Hamner,  84  Ala.  197,  sale  to  be  set  aside  on  collateral  ai- 
4  So.  26,  5  A.  S.  R.  363.  tack,  see  infra,  par.  461,  and  on  diieot 

20.  Thompson  t.  Biuge,  60  Kan.  attack,  see  snpxB,  par.  439. 
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istrator,  who  is  also  sheriff,  to  serve  notice  of  sale  on  the  heirs,  such 
irregularity  cannot  be  inquired  into  coUaterally.*  Although  a  stat- 
ute requires  that  a  petition  for  the  sale  of  lands  of  a  decedent  bo 
verified  by  a6fidavit,  the  absence  of  each  an  aftidavit  is  a  inere  irreg- 
ularity which  does  not  deprive  tlie  court  of  jurisdiction  and  render 
the  proceedings  void  or  subject  to  collateral  attack,  the  parties  inter- 
ested being  in  court  by  due  process.*  Other  illustrations  could  be 
given  indefinitely.  It  should  be  noted  that  in  the  foregoing  cases 
the  sales  will  be  sustained  in  spite  of  the  irregularities,  apparently 
witliout  reference  to  the  question  whether  the  sales  bad  or  had 
not  been  confirmed  by  the  court  The  effect  of  such  confirmation 
is  elsewhere  considered.'  Finally  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  courts 
have  held  that  where  a  statute  requires  an  administrator  to  give 
l3ond  on  the  sale  by  bim  of  the  lands  of  his  intestate  conditioned  to 
apply  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  in  the  same  way  that  the  lands  could 
have  gone,  his  omission  to  give  such  bond  may  render  the  sale  void.* 

461.  Illustrations  of  Defects  Rendering  Proceedings  Void. — Wlien- 
ever  the  defects  in  a  proceeding  for  the  sale  of  a  decedent's  real  estate 
are  grave  enough  to  affect  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  the  validity 
of  sucli  proceedings  may  be  attacked  not  only  directly  but  also  col- 
laterally. An  order  of  sale  made  on  the  application  of  one  who 
has  no  interest  in  such  estate  is  without  jurisdiction  and  void.*  Like- 
wise whenever  the  grant  of  administration  is  void  a  subsequent  order 
of  sale  is  void,  and  a  purchaser  thereunder  will  acquire  no  title,  all 
proceedings  in  tlie  course  of  such  administration  being  void  and 
collaterally  attackable.^*  The  fact  that  a  person  was  living  at  the 
time  of  a  decree  for  the  sale  of  his  land  by  his  administrator  may 
be  shuna  to  impeach  tlie  decree  and  sale  collaterally.'^ 

Deeds 

462.  Right  of  Purchaser  to  Deed. — One  who  has  duly  bought  land 
fi*om  an  executor  or  administrator  at  a  sale  properly  conducted,  and 
who  has  fully  paid  the  purchase  money,  has  a  right  to  demand  of 
the  administrator  a  conveyance  of  all  the  interest  and  title  of  tlie 
heirs  of  his  intestate  in  and  to  the  premises."   Equity  will  aid  a 

5.  Overton  v.  Cranford,  52  N.  E.  ers  t.  Patterson,  27  Tei  491,  86  Am. 
415,  78  Am.  Dec.  244.  Dec.  643. 

6.  Robbiiis  V.  Boulware,  100  Mo.  33,  11.  Springs  v.  Shaven.1er,  11(J  N. 
88  S.  W.  674,  109  A.  S.  R.  746.  C.  12,  21  S.  E.  397,  47  A.  S.  U.  791. 

7.  See  supra,  par.  436.  33  L.R.A.  772.   As  to  the  effect  of  a 

8.  Currie  v.  Stewart,  27  Miss.  62,  gi*aiit  of  administration  on  the  estate 
61  Am.  Dec.  500.  of  a  living  person  on  the  belief  that 

9.  Btark  v.  Krekgraber,  186  Mo.  he  was  dead,  see  supra,  par.  87  et  sea. 
S33.  85  S.  W.  868, 105  A.  S.  R.  629.         12.  Cozzens  v.  Farpan,  30  Ohio  St. 

10.  Henley  v.  Johnston,  134  Ala.  491,  27  Am.  Rep.  470. 
046,  32  So.  1009.  92  A.  S.  R.  48 ;  With- 
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purchaser  at  an  adminietra tor's  sale  who  is  entitled  to  but  has  not 
received  a  conveyance  from  the  administrator,  by  denying  recovery 
in  ejectment  to  the  heirs,  or  by  vesting  him  with  the  perfect  title, 
provided  he  has  on  his  part  complied  with  all  the  terms  of  the  sale." 
It  seems  that  the  purchaser  has  a  right  to  have  the  deed  to  the 
j>roperty  executed  to  any  person  whom  he  may  designate.'*  While 
it  is  the  duty  of  an  executor  or  administrator  to  moke  conveyance 
promptly,  yet  where  he  fails  to  do  so  on  the  day  specified  in  the 
conditions  of  an  administration  sale,  owing  to  objections  interposed 
by  creditors,  this  delay  will  not  afford  tlie  purchaser  any  ground  of 
rescission,  for  time  is  not  of  the  essence  of  the  contract." 

463.  Form  of  Deed. — In  regard  to  the  form  and  execution  of  deeds 
by  executors  and  administrators  the  authorities  are  not  uniform  in 
stating  the  requirements.  In  some  jurisdictions  in  order  to  make 
tt  perfect  title  through  a  conveyance  based  on'  a  sale  made  by  order 
of  court,  the  heirs  at  law  of  the  testator  are  held  to  be  proper  par- 
ties, and  should  be  joined  as  such  in  the  deed  of  conveyance." 
But  in  other  jurisdictions,  while  a  dee^  executed  by  the  heirs  and 
widow  of  the  decedent,  instead  of  by  the  administrator,  for  tiie  pur- 
pose of  carrying  into  effect  an  orphans'  court  sale  of  the  land,  is 
not  the  usual  or  proper  method  of  conveyance,  it  will  not  render 
the  deed  invalid.*'  In  other  states  deeds  and  conveyances  by  per- 
sonal representatives  are  usually  considered  as  being  sufficiently  exe- 
cuted where  the  word  "executor"  or  "administrator"  is  inserted  after 
the  signature  of  such  representative."  The  manner  in  which  a  deed 
is  executed  is  of  considerable  importance  since  a  conveyance  by  an 
administrator  which  does  not  purport  to  convey  any  estate  or  inter- 
est except  his  own  is  ineffectual  to  pass  the  interest  or  estate  of  his 
intestate.**  Occasionally  statutes  require  that  the  proceedings  under 
which  an  administration  sale  takes  place  should  be  recited  in  the 
deed,**  and  that  a  conveyance  by  an  executor,  failing  to  set  forth 
at  large  the  order  under  which  it  was  made,  is  invalid.*  But  the 
general  rule  appears  to  be  that  an  administrator's  deed  need  not 
recite  at  length  the  decree  or  proceedings  in  the  suit  on  which  the 
decree  for  conveyance  was  founded.' 

13.  Sherwood  v.  Baker,  105  Mo.  472,  61  N.  W.  1020,  51  A.  S.  R.  503. 

16  S.  W.  938,  24  A.  S.  R.  399.  19.  Davenport  v.  Young,  16  HI  548) 

14.  West  V.  Burgie,  75  Ark.  516,  88  63  Am.  Dec.  320. 

S.  W.  557,  5  Ann.  Cas.  706  and  note.  20.  Note:  56  Am.  Dec.  56. 

15.  Robb  V.  Mann,  11  Pa.  St.  300,  51  1.  Atkins  v.  Kinnan,  20  Wend.  (N. 
Am.  Dee.  551.  Y.)  241,  32  Am.  Dec.  634. 

16.  Lockwood  v.  Stradley,  1  Del.  2.  Jones  v.  Taylor,  7  Tex.  240,  56 
Ch.  298,  12  Am.  Dec.  97.  Am.  Dee.  48  and  note.   As  to  the 

17.  Backenstoss  v.  Stabler,  33  Pa.  effect  of  recitals  in  deed^  see  iaXn, 
St.  251,  75  Am.  Dec.  592..  par.  474. 

la  Babcock  v.  Colliiu^  60  Hinn.  73, 
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464.  Effect  of  Deed.--The.  |iriBQuryia»£teQt  e*df  )m  ladty^fett^Vs 
deed  is  to  convey  to  the  purcbasir)tHiB>1atie^o$JtM#Ictec'&£e^dj^'4b'^8tift- 
stantially  the  same  manner  -aslirfialniwebe  thei<clMd>'-dfnfhdC'tik^tft 
himself,  given  immediatelyob%£aiceofci»ME^7(>q'lAiqcobV6irflik:^^l3V'^ 
administrator,  of  "atl  thej«t|aitakto(i3iteaicit^  tfodoi^dlaHntll^Hlgm, 
title,  and  interest"  of  his  "(iiieeta^fal  xHifHimU  (tfihft»fd«dtl$,'>  cUstv^Va 
the  legal  estate,  where  bo^b  estota  vbnoqp  d(l0to  ifiCO^tWWhftn/^Ke 
died.'  An  adminiEtratai}*  dddd9<iiaxbijdfekr"pfasto(>tt<^'%i11^'W^'^ 
enable  the  grantee  to  sobifoiiiiinU  reeterenJtlffi  9)ksak  efri«'^^Vb^'^ift^jft 
disseisor.'  Deeds  of.ieaeodtoitoirind  oddtetsittJstrfirtor^lriayjJbe'^fl^tfVb 
valid  conveyances  wfaxd  baxvttedoifi^  stigba&^^poifieif.^si^^i^^ 
by  the  court,'  and  likewise  when  founded  on  authont;^*diiiA%isedmi 
the  will  of  the  deceased  owner.*  By  statute  in  some  states  provision 
is  expressly  made  for  the  eaeaftnticna^Ifcf  deeds  and  conveyances  by 

of 


is  within  the  recoVfli^'g'artd.i'^  '  AnU  a'purcIi,a.s^'^apji^i:|  atWinietraif^'f,'^ 
sale  who  iKi.  his  dc^(J;fii|^re^ 

an  unrecoWcd  ^e^A.^J^h^^^^^  im^^Sm 
owner  during  his  lifetime."  A'^h  adnuni-trHtor  s  d^ied  i=.iiot  ^ccqi^e(J 
in  the  coiJi'ritV  Wlitir^ 'M'l^a' \fea,  iiie  ajjiilicatipn        ,order,  ot^^ix^^ 
having  beon  made  ?y^l^^^»^^ 

tate,  whose  deed  i<  nrar  on  recom.".  a,arn^4.|?tratop^  (fee^rgjiV^ 
colQil'''6fj  title,  thoiigfh'  an't^ri6r 'pro^eQ4i.ngP  ,1)0  'irrc^ulHr,  r^^^.^t^^ 

ag^unsrt  third  perMna  wRo  haXw  no  tit^^^^      ,  ,  ,  „,tt  t. 


r  cases  touching  tne  !eWuuoh  oi  p(i\yeint 

Am.  Dec.  643;  Adams  v.  Cuddy,  13  79  Atl.  886.  Ann,  "  -  - 
Pick.  (Mass.)r«0,I^AAi.''^— "i^--*'-- 

Atl.-681v«A-'8yfRJ«l3.'" 

TdifiKnotelw^.  «I(»teett,'il3"R).  T.  463;  9.  Stewart  v.  Griffith,  217  tT.  S  323; 
atAtt;)69J^iB)iEIS,ofl7'Jl3i  lir  !l  -I     .30  S:  Ct.  528^  54  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  782, 

6.  Ewing  V.  Higby,  7  .(M<y  l^h,  -pi>  19  Ann.  Cas.  639. 
H  3«tAMOD&..-«8ajiTT  ■■'  ^11       ■  ■      '  10.  Chofean  v.  Jones,  11 

6.  KnoTflt6wJIBl3dgAttj;i5.?l;!I/46S^  Am.  Dee.  As  ^c^st 
SrJai.  mSlfiQiiAu-^  Ry  9l9;lif'i';II  -S     reooraing  acts,  see  KErORtig;-^'*'*'^ 

7.  Mitchell  v.  ;^env<'ft  ■eAirf.'!488p  11.  Txivh^r  v.  Harn^^.  1.1  oS^i^eff 
IDOAiBiijDtflSieauiilliVA  .7  Tinmii?.         Ain,  Ih  -.  4^3-]  T-aylor  v.  TlarrisyH,"!^ 

8.  Stewart  v.  Griffith,      ^iiS.'<S63p  Tex.  -!">4,  26  Am.'Rcp.  304. 

3ft]JB.  iBt.;iaS;  a*(tI..«A(EJet^*.  .'12.  Cbotrau  V.  Jones,  11  II!.  300. 
19  Ann.  Cas.  639;  Wilson  v.  miafidf}  50  Am.  Di-e.  400.  ^- 
158  III.  304,  42  N.  E.  134,  49  A.  S.  B.«»f'  13.  ChesweU  v.  Cliapnum,  38  N.  H. 
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without  recital  of  .  the  power  or  any  reference  to  its  existence,  com- 
paratively few  relate  to  sales  of  real  estate  by  executors  or  trustees;  ** 
a  deed  by  an  executor  or  administrator  c.  t.  a.  having  an  individual 
interest  in  land,  purporting  to  convey  a  complete  title  thereto,  but 
making  no  reference  to  bis  representative  character,  or  to  a  power 
to  sell  contained  in  tlie  will,  passes  only  his  individual  interest.^* 
Yet  a  conveyance  may  operate  as  an  execution  of  a  power,  though 
the  grantor  supposed  himself  to  be  the  owner  of  the  property,  and 
the  conveyance  to  be  a  transfer  of  his  title.^*  If  the  executor  or 
administrator  had  no  interest  to  which  the  conveyance  could  attach 
the  deed  may  be  referred  to  the  power  and  treated  as  made  in  exe- 
cution of  it.*' 

Warrantiea 

467.  Generally. — Ordinarily  in  all  sales  of  personal  property  by 
an  executor  or  administrator  there  is  no  implied  warrant.^^  either 
of  title  or  soundness  of  the  article  sold.**  The  same  principle  holds 
true  in  regnrd  to  land.  The  purchaser  takes  his  title  without  war- 
ranty.The  rule  of  caveat  emptor  in  its  operation  in  regard  to 
sales  by  executors  and  administrators  cuts  oiT  all  right  to  indemnity, 
except  such  as  may  arise  from  express  warranties.*  And  since  it 
is  not  a  part  of  the  duties  of  an  executor  or  administrator  to  make 
warranties  of  any  kind  in  re,i;ard  to  property  sold  by  him,  even  his 
declarations  in  regard  to  his  authority  will  not  bind  the  eptnte,  and 
in  some  jurisdictions  it  seems  will  not  even  result  in  any  individual 
liability.*  The  purchaser,  at  his  own  peril,  is  required  to  nscertain 
the  grounds  and  authority  of  the  (idueinry,  not  from  his  clechirations 
at  tlie  time  of  the  sale,  but  from  the  ordere  of  court  and  the  statutes 
of  the  state  in  regard  to  his"  special  duties  in  the  premises.'  Cer- 
tainly an  executor  or  administrator  is  not  bound  to  convey  with  any 
covenants,  save  against  incumbrances  of  his  own  making.*  Heme, 
ordinarily  his  deed  contains  no  warranty  and  conveys  only  the  title 

14,  75  Am.  Dec.  158.   See  also  Ad-  Note:  78  A.  S.  R.  193. 

\-ER5K  Possession,  vol.  1,  p.  715.  19.  Lynch  v.  Baxter,  4  Tmc.  431,  51 

14.  Terry  v.  Rodahan,  79  Ga.  278,  Am.  Dec,  735  and  note.  Sec  supra. 
5  S.  K.  38,  11  A.  S.  R.  420.  par.  414  et  seq.,  as  to  oaveat  emptor. 

15.  Cohea  v.  Hemingway,  71  Miss.  1.  Beall  v.  Price,  13  Ohio  368,  42 
22,  14  So.  734,  42  A.  S.  R.  449.  Am.  Doc.  204. 

16.  Terry  v.  Rodahan,  79  Oa.  278,  5  2.  Wells  v.  Harper.  81  Ga.  194,  6 
S.  E.  38, 11  A.  S.  R.  420.  S.  E.  913,  12  A.  S.  R.  310. 

■  17.  Terry  v.  Rodahan,  79  Ga.  278,  5     3.  Hamilton  t.  Pleasants,  31  Tex. 
S.  E.  38,  11  A.  S.  R.  420;  Willier  v.  638,  98  Am.  Dec.  551. 
Gununings,  91  Neb.  671,  136  N.  W.     4.  Sumner  v.  Williams,  8  Knss.  162; 
559,  Ann.  Cas.  1913D  287  and  note.  .    6  Am.  Dee.  83. 

IS.  War«  T.  Houshton,  41  Miss.  370,  Notes:  17  Am.  Dee.  224;  56  Am. 
03  Am.  Dee.  268  and  note.  Dec  58. 
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of  the  decedent.^  The  exemption  of  executors  and  adrainistratora 
frozn  personal  responsibility  to  a  purchaser,  except  where  for  fraud 

or  an  express  warranty,  seetns  to  be  indispensable.  It  is  obvious  that 
if  the  law  were  otherwise  no  one  would  accept  an  office  of  this  kind.* 

468.  Liabilities  Based  on  Warranties. — As  elsewhere  shown,  an 
^ecutor  or, administrator  has  no  general  power  to  bind  an  estate 

oy  his  contracts  and  obligations,  and  may  usually  be  held  person- 
ally liable  on  his  contractual  obligations  made  by  him  in  behalf 
of  the  estate.'  So  the  usual  efl'ect  of  a  covenant  in  a  deed  by  an 
executor  or  administrator  of  the  realty  of  the  decedent  is  that  it 
does  not  bind  tlie  estate,^  but  is  binding  on  the  executor  or  admin- 
istrator individually,'  unless  its  language  expressly  excludes  personal 
hability.^*'  Thus  if  an  administrator,  purporting  to  act  under  a  special 
statute  authorizing  him  to  sell  and  convey  the  property  of  his  intes- 
tate, makes  a  sale  and  executes  a  warranty  deed,  his  warranty  oper- 
ates to  pass  any  title  held  by  him  as  heir  at  law  at  the  time  of  the 
sale  or  subsequently  acquired.**  Generally,  the  fact  that  the  word 
"administrator"  or  "executor"  is  affixed  to  the  name  of  the  grantor 
or  to  his  signature  does  not  prevent  a  personal  liability  on  the  cove- 
nants." So,  when  he  acts  in  excess  of  his  authority  in  making  cove- 
nants in  a  deed  he  will,  as  a  rule,  be  held  pcrsonnlly  liable  although 
he  describes  himself  as  executor  or  administrator.**  But  it  has  been 
held  that  a  warranty  by  a  representative  as  such  may  disclose  an 
intention  not  to  create  any  personal  liability,  and  effect  may  be  given 
to  that  intention,"  and  it  seems  that  he  may  save  himself  from 
individual  liability  by  covenanting  to  warrant  and  defend  "as  exec- 
utors are  bound  by  law  to  do."  ** 

Estoppel  08  to  Administration  Salet 

469.  Application  of  Principles  of  Estoppel. — The  rules  in  regard 
to  estoppel  are  frequently  applied  in  reference  to  deeds  and  convey- 
ances made  by  executors  and  administrators.**   Thus,  one  who,  as 

6.  Halleck  v.  Guy,  9  Cal.  181,  70  generally,  Deeds,  vol.  8,  p.  1058  et 
Am.  Dec.  G43.  seq.,  as  to  after  acquired  title. 

6.  Worthy  v.  Johnson,  8  Oa.  236,      12.  Note;  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  904. 

62  Am.  Dec.  399.  IS.  Mitchell  v.  Hazen,  4  Conn,  495, 

7.  See  supra,  par.  176.  10  Am.  Dee.  169. 

8.  Worthy  v.  Johnson,  8  Ga.  236,      Note:  43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  378. 

52  Am.  Dee.  399  and  note;  Lynch  v.  14.  Ivey  v.  Vaughan,  93  8.  C.  203, 

Ba^te^,  4Tex.  433,51  Am.  Dec.735.  76  S.  E.  464,  Ann.  Caa.  1914D  900 

Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  904.  and  note,  43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  377. 

9.  Higley  v.  Smith,  1  D.   Chip.  IB.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  904. 
(Vt.)  409,  12  Am.  Dec.  701.  16.  Richardson  v.  Bailey,  69  N.  H. 

Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  904.  384,  41  Atl.  263,  70  A.  S.  R.  176; 

10.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  904.  Gjeratadengen  v.  Van  Duzen,  7  N.  D. 

11.  Johnson  v.  Branch,  9  S.  D.  116,  612,  76  N.  W.  233,  66  A.  S.  R.  679; 
66  M.  W.  173,  62  A.  S.  R.  857.  See  Herron  v.  Marshall,  6  Humph, 
also  infira,  par.  460  et  aeq.,  and  see  (Tens.)  443,  42  Am.  Dee.  444. 
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Cdltl}tiistttECtt^>oK'an  estate,  procures  an  order  of  sale  of  real  estate 
badek*  tvilliielh^te  property  is  sold,  and  who  inaugurates  and  consum* 
ia(tteluifi/<ifod^iproceeding3  in  the  cause,  cannot  be  permitted,  in  an 
ac^boitb^wdUIlfy  the  sale,  to  impeach  by  his  own  testimony  his  ofllicia] 
Wts  .CRv^tiite  probate  proceedings  involved."  And  a  deed  executed  by 
^ttdnrifii^rator  in  his  representative  capacity  conveying  realty  form-^ 
iflg=^'pvqrtl>jtf  the  decedent's  estate  estops  him  to  assert  an  individual 
iift^ee^tfib  the  property  so  conveyed,'*  or,  so  far  as  concerns  any 
pWsiddat'jinterest  though  subsequently  acquired,  to  assert  that  the 
ibrfwyafice  was  unauthorized.**  So  an  administrator's  sale  which  is 
zfivSlKI  owing  to  the  absence  of  jurisdictional  allegations  in  the  peti- 
tibh'fSr  the  order  of  sale  becomes  binding  on  the  representatives  of 
thfe  ''decedent  if  they  knowingly  receive  and  distribute  among  the 
c£%(iitors  of  his  estate  the  proceeds  of  the  notes  given  for  the  purchase 
lip'tkey.**  In  like  manner  one  who  sells  real  estate  to  an  executor. 
('Sceives  the  purchase  money,  and  executes  a  deed  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  of  the  contract  of  sale,  is  thereby  estopped  from  claiming, 
in  an  action  brought  against  him  by  the  executor  for  rents  received 
after  the  sale,  that  the  purchase  was  invalid  because  made  by  the 
executor  without  authority  from  the  county  court  to  do  sc.*  And  a 
vendee  in  possession  claiming  under  purchase  from  an  executor  or 
administrator  cannot  retain  possession  and  defend,  when  sued  for 
the  purchase  money,  on  the  ground  that  the  executor  or  administrator 
from  whom  he  purchased  and  received  possession  had  no  authority 
to  make  the  sale  and  could  convey  no  title.*  On  the  other  hand  the 
representative  as  such  is  not  estopped  by  his.  void  deed  from  suing 
to  dispossess  persons  claiming  under  it.*  Nor  may  a  purcliaser  at 
a  void  sale  claim  an  estoppel  in  pais  against  the  heirs  from  acqui- 
escence, when  the  truth  concerning  material  facts  affecting  the  title 
was  not  unknown  to  him  or  he  did  not  lack  the  means  of  discover- 
ing it.*  And  a  deed  by  an  administrator  purporting  to  convey  land 
which,  under  a  mistake  of  law  mutual  to  the  administrator,  the  pur- 
chaser, and  the  probate  court,  is  erroneously  believed  to  belong  to 
the  estate,  conveys  no  title  and  cannot  operate  as  an  estoppel  against 

Note:  21  L.R.A.(N.S.)  60.    As  to  20.  Lindsay  v.  Cooper,  94  Ala.  170, 

estoppel  by  deed  generally,  see  Estop-  11  So.  325,  33  A.  S.  R.  105, 16  LJtA.. 

PKL,  vol.  10,  p.  675  et  seq.  813. 

17.  Linman  v.  Riggins,  40  La.  Ann.  1.  Shawban  v.  Long,  26  la.  488,  96 
761,  5  So.  49,  8  A.  S.  R.  549.  Am.  Dec.  164. 

18.  Millican  v.  McNeill,  102  Tex.  2.  Union  Stave  Co.  v.  Smith,  116 
189,  114  S.  W.  106,  132  A.  S.  R.  863,  Ala.  416,  22  So.  275,  67  A.  S.  R.  140. 
20  Ann.  Cas.  74  and  note,  21  hJRJi.  3.  Chase  v.  Cartright,  63  Ark.  358, 
(N.S.)  60  and  note.  14  S.  W.  90,  22  A.  S.  R.  207. 

19.  I^nyon  Zinc  Co.  v.  Freeman,  68  4.  Huse  v.  Den,  85  Cat  390,  24  Pac 
Kan.  691,  75  Pae.  995,  1  Ann.  Cas.  790,  20  A.  S.  R.  232. 

403  and  note. 
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the  administriator  or  his  heirs  in  asserting  title  to  the  prpperty.*  But 
an  executor  Will  not  be  relieved  in  equity  from  a  purchase  made 
biy  hiifi  at  a  sale  of  lands  of  the  estate  by  himself  and  co-executors, 
under  ft  mistake  of  law  as  to  the  power  of  sale  conferred  upon  them 
by  the  will;  for  he  will  not  be  allowed  thus  to  stultify  himself  or 
to  say  that  he  perpetrated  a  fraud  upon  himself,  and  his  co-executors 
are  estopped  to  assert  any  interest  in  the  land  inconsistent  with  their 
deed  .• 

470.  Estoppel  of  Heirs,  Legatees,  and  Widow. — Heirs  who,  with 
knowledge,  accept  the  proceeds  of  an  unauthorized  sale  of  their  lands 
by  an  executor  or  administrator  may  be  estopped  to  deny  the  valid- 
ity of  the  sale,  while  at  the  same  time  enjoying  the  beneRts  derived 
from  the  appropriation  of  the  purchase  money,  and  this  principle 
applies  to  minors  as  well  as  to  adults.'  Where  heirs  sit  by  concealing 
their  existence,  and  the  executor,  believiug  himself  to  be  the  sole 
heir  and  distributee,  conveys  the  pstate,  such  heirs  may  be  estopped 
from  subsequently  asserting  their  rights  so  as  tq  set  aside  such  con- 
veyance.* But  it  has  been  held  that  where  a  part  of  the  estate 
is  sold  at  an  ineffectual  sale,  the  heirs  are  not  estopped  to  recover 
it  by  the  fact  that  they  have  received  the  remainder  of  the  property 
without  protest,  and  that  they  are  not  required  to  pay  back  the 
purchase  money  before  recovering  the  land.*  A  legatee  is  not  estopped 
to  question  the  legality  of  the  incorporation  of  the  estate  by  the 
executors  and  trustees  by  receiving  without  objection  a  statement  from 
them  at  a  meeting  called  to  ratify  their  acts,  and  by  accepting  his 
share  of  the  stock  and  the  dividends  thereon  for  a  few  months,  where 
none  of  the  facts  or  circumstances  were  communicated  to  him,  and 
he  did  not  know  them  or  understand  his  rights.'"  On  the  other 
hand  legatees  of  full  age,  who  demand  and  compel  a  distribution 
to  them  of  the  proceeds  of  a  sale  by  an  executor  of  the  interest  of 
a  deceased  partner,  although  protesting  at  the  same  time  that  they 
do  not  admit  that  this  is  all  that  is  due,  thereby  ratify  the  sale, 
and  cannot  afterwards  deny  the  executor's  power  to  make  it.**  The 
widow  of  a  decedent  will  not  be  estopped  from  claiming  her  dower 
estate  because  she  attends  the  administrator's  sale  and  makes  ,  no 
objections  thereto  where  the  administrator  is  not  selling  or  att6mp^ 

6.  Gjerstadengen  v.  HartzeH,  9  N.  8.  Lewis  v.  Jerome,  44  Colo.  459,  99 

D.  268,  83  N.  W.  230,  81  A.  S.  R.  575.  Pae.  562.  130  A.  S.  R.  131. 

6.  Dill  V.  Shahan,  25  Ala.  694,  60  9.  Wilkina  v.  Owens,  102  Tex.  197, 
Am.  Dec.  540.  114  S.  W.  104,  U5  S.  W.  U74,  117 

7.  Woodstock  Iron  Co.  v.  FuUen-  S.  W.  425,  132  A.  S.  R.  867. 

wider,  87  Ala.  584,  6  So.  197, 13  A.  S.  10.  Garesche  v.  Levering  Invest.  Co., 
R.  73;  Wilmore  v.  Stetler,  137  Ind.  146  Mo.  436,  48  S.  W.  653,  48  L.R.A. 
127,  34  N.  E.  357,  36  N.  E.  856,  45  232. 

A.  S.  R.  169;  Meddis  v.  Eenney,  176     11.  Rankin  v.  Newman,  lU  Cat 
Mo.  200,  75  S.  W.  633,  98  A.  8.  R.  635,  46  Pu.  ,742,  34  LJLA.  265. 
496  and  note. 
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ing  to  sell  her  dower  interest.  Nor  is  it  her  duty  to  call  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  bidders  at  the  sale  the  laws  of  the  state  providing  for 
her  dower  rights.  She  may  be  estopped,  however,  when  by  her  words 
or  conduct  she  causes  tlie  purchaser  to  believe  that  his  title  acquired 
at  such  sale  will  be  free  and  discharged  from  her  dower  rights  or 
where  she  herself,  as  administratrix,  conducts  the  sale.'* 

471.  Estoppel  of  Minors. — ^It  has  been  declared  that  en  ^oppel 
arising  from  acceptance  of  the  proceeds  of  the  representative's  sale 
applies  to  minors  as  well  as  to  adults.'*  There  is  authority  to  the  con- 
trary, however,'*  and  certainly,  it  seems,  a  minor  heir  who  receiv&s 
no  benefit  on  the  settlement  of  accounts  by  the  administrator  is  not 
estopped  thereby  from  contesting  the  validity  of  a  sale  made  prior 
to  the  settlement.'®  Minor  cliildren  of  a  deceased  partner  are  not 
affected  by  tlie  failure  of  the  widow,  their  guardian,  to  object  to 
an  improper  sale  of  the  partnership  interest  to  the  surviving  part- 
ner, though  her  conduct  was  such  as  might  bar  her  personally  from 
holding  the  representative  responsible  for  the  sale.'*  So,  where  an 
administrator's  sale  is  void  as  to  a  minor  heir  for  want  of  due  serv- 
ice of  process,  he  is  not  estopped  to  disregard  the  sale  and  enforce 
partition  by  the  fact  that  his  mother,  who  purchased  the  property 
as  the  principal  creditor  of  the  estate,  has  furnished  him  care,  main- 
tenance, and  education.'^  Generally,  however,  minors  are  bound 
by  the  lawful  acts  of  tiieir  guardians  and  accordingly  may  be  estopped 
to  object  to  an  invalid  sale.'* 

Record  as  Sustaining  Validity  of  Sales 

472.  In  General. — Whenever  the  probate  court  is  acting  within  its 
jurisdiction  the  truth  of  that  which  is  asserted  of  record  cannot  be 
denied,'*  and  therefore  when  jurisdictional  facts  appear  in  the  record 
of  a  probate  court  its  decree  cannot  be  collaterally  attacked.-*  So, 
when  the  inspection  of  the  entire  record  in  proceedings  for  the  sale 
of  a  decedent's  land  discloses  the  nature  and  extent  of  a  clerical  error 
therein,  the  record  corrects  itself  and  the  court  will  treat  it  as  cor- 
rected when  tiie  validity  of  the  proceedings  is  collaterally  attacked.^ 
It  has  been  said,  however,  that  where  allegations  in  the  pleadings 

12.  See  Dower,  vol.  9,  p.  607.  17.  Manternaeh  v.  Studt,  240  lU. 

13.  Woodstock  Iron  Co.  v.  Pullen-  464.  88  N.  E.  1000,  130  A.  S.  R.  282. 
wider,  87  Ala.  684,  6  So.  197,  13  A.      18.  Dancy  t.  Stricklinge,  15  Tex. 
8.  R.  73,  557,  65  Am.  Dec  179.   See  generally, 

14.  McArthnr  v.  Carrie,  32  Ala.  75,  Guardian  and  Ward;  Infants. 

70  Am.  Dec.  629;  Valle  v.  Fleming,  19  19.  Kennedy  v.  Wachsmutfa,  12  Sei^g. 
Mo.  454,  61  Am.  Dec.  566.  &  R.  (Pa.)  171, 14  Am.  Dee.  676.  Se* 

15.  Townsend  v.  Tallant,  33  Cal.  45,  generally.  Judgments. 

91  Am.  Dec.  617.  20.  Note:  81  Am.  Dee.  304. 

16.  Denholm  v,  McKay,  148  Mass.  1.  GoodwiQ  v.  Sims,  86  AU.  102,  6 
434^  19  N.  B.  551,  12  A.  S.  R.  574.       So.  687,  U  A.  S.  R.  21. 
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which  are  OBsential  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  are  untruct  aad 
where  if  the  truth  had  appeared  on  the  record  the  court  obviously 
would  have  been  without  jurisdiction,  the  assertion  in  the  record 
of  the  truth  of  such  facts  is  not  conclusive.'  It  has  also  been  said 
that  everything  necessary  to  give  the  court  jurisdiction  of  the  subject- 
matter  and  of  the  person  in  reference  to  a  sale  by  an  executor  or 
administrator  must  appear  on  the  record and  that  no  presumption 
may  be  indulged  in  to  establish  jurisdiction.*  And  accordingly  it 
has  been  held  that  the  existence  of  an  order  of  the  probate  court 
directing  the  sale  should  appear  as  a  matter  of  record,  and  that  it 
cannot  be  proven  in  any  other  way.^  Certainly  the  proceedings  can- 
not be  sustained  where  there  is  neither  an  order  of  sale  of  record 
nor  any  evidence  aliunde  to  show  that  such  an  order  was  entered.* 
473.  Notice  and  Time  of  Sale  as  Disclosed  by  Record.— It  is  fre- 
quently declared  that  a  sale  of  a  decedent's  land  under  order  of 
the  probate  court  cannot  be  sustained  in  a  collateral  proceeding  if 
the  record  fails  to  disclose  notice  to  the  heirs  at  law  of  the  pro- 
ceedings.^ Parol  evidence  to  supply  an  omission  in  the  record  with 
respect  to  service  has  been  excluded.^  And  it  has  been  held  that 
a  lost  probate  decree  is  not  presumed  to  be  valid  even  where  it  recites 
every  fact  necessary  to  give  the  court  jurisdiction  both  of  the  parties 
and  of  the  subject-matter,  unless  it  is  shown  that  process  issued  for 
and  was  served  upon  the  parties  whose  interests  are  affected  by  the 
decree.'  Sometimes,  however,  the  distinction  is  drawn  that  notice 
is  pr^umed,  though  the  record  is  silent  on  that  point,  if  the  heira 
are  parties  to  it,  but  otherwise  if  no  mention  is  made  in  the  record 
of  their  existence.**  Due  notice  cannot,  of  course,  be  presumed  where 
the  interval  between  the  date  of  the  order  to  show  cause  and  the 
day  fixed  for  the  hearing  of  the  petition  for  the  sale  is  less  than 
the  time  required  by  law  for  the  publication  of  the  notice."  It 
has  been  held  that  the  absence  in  the  record  of  any  evidence  of 
extension  by  the  court  of  the  term  of  an  administrator  does  not  invali- 

1  Springer  v.  Shavender,  116  K.  C.  36  S.  E.  734,  79  A.  S.  R.  845. 

12,  21  S.  E.  397,  47  A.  S.  R.  791,  33  7.  Root  v.  McFemn,  37  Miss.  17, 

L.R.A.  772.  75  Am.  Dec.  49  and  note;  Gibbs  t. 

3.  Goodwin  V.  SiDJS,  86  Ala.  102,  5  Shaw,  17  Wis.  197,  84  Am.  Dec.  737. 
So.  587,  11  A.  S.  R.  21;  Stevenson  v.  8.  Root  v.  MeFerrin,  37  Mias.  17, 
McReary,  12  Smedea  &  M.  (Miss.)  9,  75  Am.  Dee.  49  and  note. 

51  Am.  Dee.  102;  Gelstrop  v.  Moore,      9.  Martin  v.  Williams,  42  Miss.  210, 
26  Miss.  206,  59  Am.  Dec.  254;  Root  97  Am.  Dec.  456. 
V.  MeFerrin,  37  Miss,  17,  75  Am.      10.  Doe  v.  Bowen,  8  Ind.  197,  65 
Dec.  49;  Martin  v.  Williams,  42  Miss.  Am.  Dec.  758, 

210,  97  Am.  Dec.  456.  11.  Townsend  v.  Tallant,  33  Cal.  45, 

4.  Goodwin  v.  Sims,  86  Ala.  102,  fi  91  Am.  Dec.  6X7;  Valle  v.  Fleming, 
So.  587, 11  A.  S.  R.  21.  19  Mo.  454,  61  Am.  Dee.  566.  See 

5.  Goforth  V.  Longwortfa,  4  Ohio  supra,  par.  374  et  seq.,  as  to  notiea 
129,  19  Am.  Dee.  588.  of  sale. 

6.  Hnnter  t.  Honter,  58  S.  C.  382, 
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date  the  title  of  a  purchaser  who  acquired  title  through  him  after 
the  extension  of  his  term ;  and  notwithstanding  an  entry  in  the 
minutes  of  the  probate  court  that  an  administrator's  final  account 
be  admitted  and  filed  and  he  be  discharged  upon  paying  costs,  where 
the  authority  of  such  an  administrator  continues  to  be  recognized 
by  the  probate  court,  the  order  of  discharge  disregarded  by  all  parties, 
and  the  administration  proceeded  with,  an  order  of  sale  made  after 
such  discharge  is  not  void  as  having  been  made  after  the  adminis- 
trator's authority  ceased.** 

474.  Effect  of  Recitals. — Since  the  probate  court  has  power  to 
determine  the  regularity  and  sufficiency  of  evidence  of  notice  to  the 
heirs  of  a  sale  of  the  decedent's  property,'^  the  finding  of  the  court 
thereon  is  generally  considered  conclusive  in  the  absence  of  evidence 
to  the  contrary ;  and  on  collateral  attack  it  is  conclusive  unless 
negatived  or  falsified  by  the  record  itself.'*  So,  where  a  decree  recites 
that  the  defendants  were  duly  served  with  process  or  by  publication 
as  the  law  requires,  and  the  court  finds  that  it  has  jurisdiction  of 
the  parties  and  the  subject-matter,  it  will  be  presumed  on  collateral 
atteck,  even  if  the  summons  in  the  record  was  void,  that  another 
and  proper  summons  was  issued  and  served  and  that  proper  publi- 
cation notice  was  had  and  a  correct  certificate  of  mailing  of  notice 
and  of  publication  was  before  the  court.*'  Similarly,  a  recital  may 
raise  a  presumption  that  the  court  received  other  evidence  than 
the  oertificate  of  the  date  of  the  publication  where  the  certificate 
fails  to  state  the  first  and  last  days  of  publication  as  required  by 
law.'*  And  where  the  statute  does  not  require  an  administrator's 
deed  to  recite  the  time  and  place  of  sale,  nor  that  it  was  made  dur- 
ing the  session  of  a  certain  court,  the  order  of  court  approving  the 
sale  is  better  evidence  that  it  was  made  at  the  proper  time  and  place 
than  a  recital  to  the  contrary  in  the  deed,  which,  therefor,  may  be 
disregarded  as  a  clerical  mistake.**  On  the  other  hand,  it  has  been 
held  that  a  recital  in  an  order  of  sale  that  it  appeared  to  the  judge 
"that  the  notice  had  been  published"  in  a  certain  newspaper  is  not 
sufiicient  evidence  on  due  publication  to  sustain  the  sale  on  collat- 
eral attack.™   Under  the  early  view  that  a  probate  court  is  of  lim- 

12.  Soye  t.  McCallister,  18  Tex.  80,  ardson  t.  Butler,  82  Cal.  174,  23  Pac. 
67  Am.  Dec.  689.  9,  ]6  A.  S.  R.  101. 

13.  Alexander  v.  Maverick,  18  Tex.  17.  Hradiey  v.  Drone,  187  111.  175, 
179,  67  Am.  Dee.  693.  58  N.  E.  304,  79  A.  S.  R.  214. 

■   14.  Gibson  v.  Roll,  27  HI.  88,  81  Am.  18.  Moore  v,  Nei!,  39  lU.  256,  89 

Dec.  219 ;  Monk  T.  Home,  38  Miss.  100,  Am.  Dec.  303. 

75  Am.  Dec.  94.  19.  Price  v.  Springfield  Real  Estate 

16.  Monk  V.  Howe,  38  Miss.  100,  Ass'n,  101  Mo.  107,  14  S.  W.  67,  20 

75  Am.  Dec.  94.  A.  S.  R.  595. 

16.  Goodwin  v.  Sims,  86  Ala.  102,  5  20.  Gibbs  v.  Shaw,  17  Wis.  197,  84 

So.  587, 11  A.  S.  R.  21  and  note:  Rich-  Am.  Dec.  737. 
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ited  jurisdiction,  the  distinction  has  been  drawn  that  recitals  in  its 
decrees  cannot  avail  as  evidence  of  jurisdiction,  but  that  where  juris- 
diction otherwise  appears  the  decree  may  be  looked  to  for  the  purpose 
of  determining  other  matters  involving  the  regularity  of  the  pro- 
ceeding.^ 

PreevmpUons  a»  to  SaUa 

475.  General  Principles. — In  view  of  the  desire  of  the  courts  to 
sustain,  whenever  possible,  titles  derived  from  sales  of  land  belong- 
ing to  decedents,  many  presumptions  are  indulged  as  to  what  took 
place  in  the  sale  proceedings  but  which  does  not  appear  of  record.' 
It  has  been  said  that  when  tiiere  is  a  collateral  attack  on  tlie  proceed- 
ings, the  rule  is  that  every  presumption  will  be  indulged  in  favor 
of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,'  and  that  when  jurisdiction  has  been, 
established  all  presumptions  must  be  made  in  favor  of  what  does  not 
appear.*  So,  if  the  records  of  a  probate  court  show  an  order  to  sell 
real  property  to  pay  debts,  a  report  of  the  sale  made  thereunder,  and  an 
order  confirming  the  sale  and  directing  the  administrator  to  convey 
to  the  purchaser,  it  is  presumed  that  the  sale  was  authorized  and 
that  all  requisite  antecedent  steps  were  duly  and  timely  taken.*  The 
rule  has  been  laid  down  that  one  who  claims  under  an  administrator's 
deed  need  only  produce  the  deed,  order  of  sale,  and  order  of  court 
approving  the  sale,  to  raise  the  presumption  that  the  requisite  ante- 
cedent steps  for  the  sale  were  taken.^  This  presumption,  however, 
is  not  conclusive,  and  may  be  overthrown  when  it  affirmatively  appears 
from  the  records  in  the  case  that  the  notice  of  the  intention  to  apply 
for  the  order  of  sale  could  not  have  been  publislied  for  the  time 
prescribed  by  statute.^ 

476.  Presumptions  as  to  Particular  Hatters. — Where  the  probate 
court  grants  an  order  of  sale  of  real  estate,  and  sale  is  made  tlierc- 
under,  this  is  sufficient  ground  from  which  to  presume  the  necessity 
for  the  sale,  and  the  court  would  scarcely  allow  an  inquiry  into  the 
foundation  of  the  order.*  Thus,  it  is  presumed  in  favor  of  the 
judgment  authorizing  a  sale  to  pay  debts,  that  there  were  debts  due 

1.  Doe  V.  Riley,  28  Ala.  164,  65  Am.  5.  Sherwood  v.  Baker,  105  Mo.  472, 
Dec  334.  16  S.  W.  938,  24  A.  S.  R.  399;  Young 

2.  Goforth  V.  Longworth,  4  Ohio  v.  Downey,  145  Mo.  250,  46  S.  W. 
129,  19  Am.  Dec.  588;  Lynch  v.  Bai-  1086,  68  A.  8.  R.  568. 

ter,  4  Tex.  431,  51  Am.  Dec.  735.  6.  Price  v.  Springfield  Real  Estate 

3.  Bradlev  v.  Drone,  187  111.  175,  Ass'n,  101  Mo.  107,  14  S.  W.  67,  20 
58  N.  E.  304,  79  A.  S.  B.  214;  Alex-  A.  S.  R.  595. 

ander  v.  Maverick,  18  Tex.  179,  67  7.  Young  v.  Downey,  145  Mo.  250, 

Am.  Dee.  693.  46  S.  W.  1086,  68  A.  S.  R.  56S. 

4.  Tttcker  v.  Harris,  13  Oa.  1,  58  8.  Doolittle  v.  Holton,  28  Tt.  819, 
Am.  Dec.  488;  Root  v.  MeFerrin,  37  67  Am.  Dec.  745. 

Miss.  17,  75  Am.  Dec.  49. 
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by  the  estate  of  the  decedent,  and  that  the  property  ordered  to  be 
sold  was,  in  law,  subject  to  the  payment  thereof  of  such  debts.*  And 
it  has  been  held  that  the  validity  of  the  sale  is  not  affected  by  the 
fact  that  the  record  does  not  show  a  petition  for  an  order  therefor; 
that  the  petition  and  order  may  be  presumed  to  have  been  Hied 
unless  the  record  affirmatively  shows  the  contrary.'*  It  has  even 
been  said  that  the  existence  of  an  order  of  real  estate  may  be  pre- 
sumed from  circumstances  in  the  absence  of  any  record  of  it."  But 
though  where  a  partial  record  shows  that  a  final  judgment  was 
rendered  by  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  and  the  only  defect 
in  the  record  is  the  absence  of  certain  steps  leading  up  to  the  judg- 
ment, the  court  may  infer  from  such  judgment  that  the  necepsnry 
steps  had  been  taken,  yet  where  there  is  no  final  judgment  and  the 
record  only  shows  that  certain  preliminary  steps  were  taken,  the  fact 
that  a  judgment  was  rendered  cannot  be  inferred.**  Where  the  record 
of  an  administrator's  appointment  was  destroyed  by  fire,  evidence  of 
an  order  directing  him  to  sell  land  as  administrator,  and  of  his  return 
thereon,  and  evidence  of  an  order  removing  him  from  the  adminis- 
tration, have  been  held  to  be  competent  evidence  to  prove  his  appnint- 
ment.  so  as  to  sustain  the  validity  of  his  deed  as  administrator." 

477.  Time  as  Affecting  Presumptions. — After  the  lapse  of  years  it 
often  becomes  impossible  to  prove  what  transpired  in  reference  to 
sales  by  executors  and  administrators."  It  has  well  been  said  that 
an  innocent  purchaser  at  an  administrator's  sale  should  not  be  held 
responsible  for  errors,  irregularities,  and  omissions  of  the  ofHcers 
intrusted  with  the  keeping  of  the  records  of  proceedings  in  probate 
courts.'*  Accordingly,  the  courts  hove  held  that  long  and  unin- 
terrupted possession  under  an  administrator's  deed  is  sufficient,  when 
taken  in  connection  with  his  deed  and  other  evidence  and  the  fact 
that  the  probate  judge  acted  irregularly  and  without  any  uniformity, 
to  justify  the  presumption  that  the  title  in  its  inception  was  perfect, 
and  that  the  administrator  proceeded  according  to  the  requirements 
of  the  law,  although  all  the  steps  are  not  shown  to  have  been  taken.'* 
So,  after  a  long  acquiescence  by  heirs  and  creditors  notice  of  the 
sale  may  be  presumed,"  and  a  purchaser  is  not  held  to  proof  of 
the  proper  posting  of  notices  of  the  administrator's  sale  under  which 

9.  Stuckev  v.  Watkins,  112  Ga.  268,  14-  Penraon  v.  Burditt,  26  Tex.  157, 
37  S.  E.  401,  81  A.  S.  R.  47.  80  Am.  Dec.  G49  and  note. 

10.  Alexander  v.  Maverick,  18  Tex.  15.  Dancy  v.  Strickliage,  16  Tex. 
179,  67  Am.  Dec.  693.  657.  65  Am.  Dee.  179. 

11.  Doolittle  V.  Holton,  28  Vt.  819,  16.  Stevenson  v.  MoRearv,  12 
67  Am.  Dec.  745.  Smedea  &  M.  (Miss.)  9,  51  Am.  Dec. 

12.  Hunter  v.  Hunter,  58  S.  C.  382,  102;  Jackson  v.  Astor,  1  Pin.  (Wis.) 
36  S.  E.  734,  79  A.  S.  R.  845.  137.  39  Am.  Dec.  281. 

13.  Bush  V.  Lindsay,  24  Oa.  246,  71  17.  Sever  v.  Rnssell,  4  Cush.  (If ass.) 
Am.  Dec.  117.  613,  50  Am.  Dec.  811. 
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he  claims  after  a  great  lapse  of  time.**  The  mere  lapse  of  many 
years  after  au  administrator's  sale,  and  possession  taken  thereunder, 

may  raise  the  presumption  that  jurisdiction  of  the  person  of  the 
defendant  was  acquired  by  the  court  ordering  the  sale.'*  Similarly, 
the  absence  of  record  proof  that  the  administrator  gave  the  required 
bond,  or  that  he  made  a  report  of  the  sale  to  the  court,  may  be 
supplied  by  the  presumption  arising  from  the  undisturbed  posses- 
sion of  the  purchaser  for  many  years,  wliere  the  recitals  in  the  deed 
show  a  full  compHance  and  there  is  evidence  that  the  records  were 
loosely  and  irregularly  kept.**  The  doctrine  of  the  law  which  admits 
in  evidence  ancient  deeds  as  proving  themselves  is  in  harmony  with 
the  recognition  of  the  necessity  of  allowing  presumption  to  take  the 
place  of  proof  after  many  years.* 

Sales  undtfr  Wills 

478.  Testamentary  Power  of  Sale. — When  a  will  so  directs  an 
executor  is  usually  recognized  as  having  authority  to  make  a  sale 
of  the  testator's  real  and  personal  property.-  The  power  of  sale  may 
be  conferred  on  the  executor  not  in  his  capacity  as  executor  but 
as  trustee.*  It  may  also  be  vested  in  the  executor  as  such,  to  be 
exercised  for  his  own  benefit  as  an  individual ;  but  it  seems  that  when 
the  power  is  conferred  by  virtue  of  the  oince,  and  not  on  the  individual, 
there  being  no  new  evidence  that  it  was  intended  to  be  beneficial 
to  tlie  executor,  the  presumption  is  that  it  was  given  for  the  purpose 
of  being  executed  in  the  interest  of  the  estate  and  not  for  his  own 
benefit.*  A  testamentary  direction  to  soil  is  considered  as  being  lim- 
ited to  the  interest  which  the  decedent  could  control,  and  therefore 
not  as  including  the  estate  of  his  widow  in  dower,  which  is  not 
his  for  the  purpose  of  disposal.*  Sometimes  a  distinction  is  drawn 
between  real  estate  in  the  possession  of  the  decedent  at  the  time  of 

18.  Stevenson  v.  McReary,  12  158  HI.  304,  42  N.  E.  134,  49  A.  8 
Smedes  &  M.  (Miss.)  9,  51  Am.  Dec.  R.  162;  Owen  v.  Riddle,  81  N  J  L 
102;  Jackson  v.  Astor,  1  Pin.  (Wis.)  546,  79  Atl.  886,  Aon.  Cas.  1912D  45- 
137,  39  Am.  Dec.  281.  Rearich  v.  Swinehart,  11  Pa.  St.  233, 

19.  Mason  v.  Odum,  210  lU.  471,  71  51  Am.  Dee.  540;  Chapman  t.  Charles- 
N.  E.  386,  102  A.  S.  R.  180.  ton,  30  8.  C.  649,  9  8.  E.  591,  3  L.E.A. 

20.  Stevenson  v.  McRcaiy,  12  311.  As  to  powers  of  eo-execulons  and 
Smedes  &  M.  (Miss.)  9,  51  Am.  Dee.  co-administrators  as  to  sales,  see  supra, 
102.  par.  419  et  seq.,  and  infra,  par.  495. 

1.  Wilson  v.  Snow,  228  U.  8,  217,  3.  Young  v.  Weed,  154  Pa.  St.  316. 
33  S.  Ct.  487,  57  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  807, 50  26  Atl.  420, 35  A.  8.  R.  839.  See  also 
LJtJk.(N.S.)  604;  Ja^son  v.  Astor,  generally,  Trusts. 

1  Pin.  (Wis.)  137,  30  Am.  Dec.  281.  4.  Sweeney  t.  Warren,  127  N.  T. 
See  EvTOBNCi,  vol.  10,  par.  302.  426,  28  N.  E.  413,  24  A.  S.  R.  468 

2.  Stewart  v.  GriHith,  217  U.  S.  323,  6.  Lewis  t.  Smith,  9  N.  T.  602.  61 
30  S.  Ct.  528,  54  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  782,  Am.  Dec.  706. 

19  Ann.  Cas.  639;  Wibon  v.  Haaon, 
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making  a  will  and  that  of  which  he  may  subsequently  become  the 
owner.  Kelying  on  this  distinction  it  has  been  held  that  a  power  in 
a  will  to  sell  all  the  estate  of  the  testator  does  not  authorize  the 
executor  to  sell  after-acquired  lands  *  As  against  his  heirs  the  testa- 
tor may  provide  that  a  certain  portion  of  his  estate  be  charged  with 
the  payment  of  his  debts,  and  that  the  other  parts  be  exempt.' 

479.  Power  as  Equivalent  of  Duty. — Where  a  will  autliori^^es  or 
directs  a  sale  the  powet  may  be  the  equivalent  of  a  command  elimi- 
nating  any  discretion  on  the  part  of  the  executor,  since  the  will  is 
the  law  of  the  trust  and  the  measure  of  his  obligations.*  So,  where 
a  power  of  sale  is  given  to  an  executor  to  sell  certain  realty  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  debts,  it  may  be  deemed  to  be  imperative  and  to 
have  the  effect  of  imposing  a  duty  on  the  executor,  enforceable  in 
equity  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors,*  and  in  such  a  case  the  court 
should  not  direct  the  sale  to  be  made  by  the  referee,  unless  the 
executor  is  found  to  be  unfit  or  inwipacitated  to  execute  the  power." 
Where  the  will  gives  the  executor  discretion  as  to  the  time  of  sale 
within  designated  limits,  his  failure  to  exercise  his  discretion  within 
its  time  limit  does  not  destroy  the  power  to  sell  but  only  the  dis- 
cretion, and  mates  it  his  absolute  duty  to  act  on  the  expiration  of 
the  time  d^ignated.'^  It  has  been  said  that  a  power  of  sale  in  an 
executor,  to  be  executed,  if  at  all,  within  a  given  time,  does  not 
nece^itate  the  execution  of  a  deed  within  that  period,  if  the 
itself  is  within  it.** 

480.  Implied  Power  Generally. — ^The  instances  are  numerous  in 
which  courts  of  law  as  well  as  courts  of  equity,  in  the  construction 
of  wills,  have  implied  a  power  of  sale  in  an  executor  from  the  nature, 
chtu'acter,  and  extent  of  the  trusts  or  duties  imposed  on  him.*'  Where 
a  testator  imposes  upon  his  executor  trusts  to  be  executed  or  duties 
to  be  performed  which  cannot  be  executed  or  performed  without  a 
power  of  Sale,  although  no  power  is  expressly  given  by  the  will  the 
executor  may  take  by  implication  a  power  of  sale  suf^cient  to  enable 
him  to  execute  the  trusts  or  perform  the  duties  imposed  upon  him.'* 
Thus,  a  bequest  of  an  annuity  payable  out  of  lands  gives  the  executor 

6.  Meador  v.  Sorsby,  2  Ala.  712,  36     12.  Harlan  v.  Brown,  2  Gill  (Md.) 


7.  Trumbo  v.  Sorrency,  3  T.  B.  Mon.  13.  Lindley  v.  O'Reilly,  50  N.  J.  L. 
5y.)  284,  16  Am.  Dec.  103.  636,  15  Atl.  37f),  7  A.  S.  R.  802  and 

8.  Wright  V.  Zeigler,  1  Ga.  324,  44  note,  1  L.R.A.  79. 


9.  Holly  V.  Gibbons,  176  N.  T.  620,  14.  Goinf?  v.  Emerv,  16  Pick, 
68  N.  E.  889,  98  A.  S.  R*.  694.  (Mass.)  107,  26  Am.  Dee.  645;  Lindley 

10.  Holty  V.  Gibbons,  176  N.  Y.  520,  v.  O'Reilly,  50  N.  J.  L.  636,  15  AtL 
68  N.  E.  889,  98  A.  S.  R.  694.  370,  7  A.  S.  R.  802  and  note,  1  L3Ji.. 

11.  Fahnestook  v.  Fahnestock,  152  7&. 
Pa.  St.  56,  25  AU.  313,  34  A.  S.  R. 
623. 


Am.  Dec.  432. 


475,  41  Am.  Dec.  436. 


Am.  Dec.  656. 
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a  power  to  dispose  of  the  lands,  by  sale  or  otherwise,  adequate  to  the 
performance  of  the  bequest.'*  But  if  land  is  given  in  trust  to  col- 
lect the  rents  and  profits  for  accumulation  or  for  other  purposes,  a 
power  to  sell  it  cannot  be  implied.'* 

481.  ImpUcation  of  Power  from  Charge  of  Debts  on  Land. — In 
view  of  the  immunity  of  real  estate  at  common  law  from  liability 
for  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  decedent  except  when  the  heir 
was  bound  or  a  testamentary  charge  of  such  debts  on  the  land  was 
contained  in  the  will,*'  the  tendency  of  the  early  cases  was  to  incline 
towards  construing  a  charge  of  debts  as  amounting  to  authority  to 
the  executor  to  sell  the  lands  for  the  purpose  of  paying  off  such 
debts.'*  This  has  long  been  and  still  is  the  English  doctrine;" 
which,  moreover,  has  been  confirmed  by  legislation.***  But  in  view 
of  the  fact  that,  irrespective  of  any  testamentary  directions  on  the 
subject,  the  lands  of  a  decedent  are  now  generally  subject  to  the 
payment  of  his  debts  and  funeral  expenses,  the  American  courts  have 
refused  to  follow  the  lead  of  the  early  cases,  on  the  theory  that 
there  no  longer  is  any  necessity  for  so  doing,  and,  accordingly,  in 
most  jurisdictions  a  power  of  sale  will  not  be  implied  from  the  mere 
charge  of  debts  upon  the  lands.^ 

482.  Failiu'e  to  Name  Donee  of  Testamentary  Power. — Since  the 
payment  of  debts  and  legacies  is  one  of  the  functions  of  the  office 
of  an  executor,  the  general  rule  is  that  the  executor  will  take  an 
implied  power  of  sale  where  the  testator,  without  naming  a  donee 
of  the  power,  directs  that  his  land  be  sold  and  the  proceeds  applied 
to  the  payment  of  his  debts,*  especially  when  the  distribution  of  the 
proceeds  is  to  be  made  by  the  executor.*  The  criterion  for  deter- 
mining whether  or  not  an  executor  is  invested  with  a  power  of  sale 
by  implication  in  such  a  case  is  whether  or  not  the  fund  arising 
from  the  sale  is  distributable  by  him.  The  mere  appointment  of  a 
person  as  the  executor  of  a  will  that  directs  lands  to  be  sold  does 
not  of  itself  confer  on  him  the  power  to  sell.  He  becomes  invested 
with  this  power  only  when  he  is  directed  by  the  will  or  is  bound 
by  law  to  see  to  the  application  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale,  or  when 
the  proceeds  in  their  disposition  are  mixed  and  blended  with  the 

15.  Ex  parte  Elliott,  5  Whart.  (Pa.)      20.  Note:  21  Eng.  Rul.  Caa.  551. 
524,  34  Am.  Dec  572.  1.  In  re  Fox,  52  N.  Y.  530,  11  Ain. 

16.  Jones      Atchison,  T.,  etc.,  R.  Rep.  751;  Worley  v.  Taylor,  21  Ore. 
Co.,  150  Mass.  304,  23  N.  E.  43,  5  589.  28  Pac.  903,  28  A.  8.  R.  771. 
L.R.A.  538.  Note:  21  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  552. 

17.  See  supra,  par.  404.  2.  Hap^in  v.  Straus.  148  Kv.  140, 

18.  Worley  t.  Taylor,  21  Ore.  589,  146  S.  W,  391,  50  L.R.A.(N.S.)  642 
28  Pac.  903,  28  A.  S.  R.  771.  and  note. 

19.  Elliott  T.  Merryman,  Bam.  Ch.     Note:  87  Am.  Dec.  211. 

78,  1  White  ft  T.  Lead  Cas.  72,  21  3.  Rankin  v.  Rankin,  36  lU.  283, 
Enf7.  Rnl.  Cas.  534.  87  Am.  Dec.  205  and  note. 

.   Note:  87  Am.  Dee.  215.  Note:  80  A.  S.  R.  100. 
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pei^nalty  which  it  is  the  daty  of  the  executor  to  dispose  of  and 

pay  over.  Where  the  land  directed  to  be  sold  is  devised,  this  is  regarded 
as  an  expression  of  intention  on  the  part  of  the  testator  that  the  fund 
is  not  to  be  distributed  by  the  executor,  and  the  power  of  sale,  if 
there  is  any,  vests  in  the  devisee.* 

483.  Strict  Construction  of  Powers. — An  executor  acting  under  a 
will  in  making  a  sale  of  the  property  of  the  testator  is  genemlly 
held  to  a  strict  execution  of  the  powers  conferred."  To  effect  a  valid 
sale  all  the  directions  of  the  power  must  be  complied  with.*  So 
a  power  to  sell  does  not  necessarily  include  a  power  to  give  an  option,^ 
and  lias  been  construed  as  not  conferring  authority  to  exchange  or 
to  sell  and  convey  in  settlement  of  a  claim  against  the  testator's 
estate  or  in  payment  of  a  debt  conceded  to  be  due  from  him.^  Some 
courts  also  hold  that  a  testamentary  power  to  sell,  prima  facie,  imports 
a  power  to  sell  out  and  out,  and  docs  not  authorize  a  mortgage  unless 
there  is  something  else  in  the  will  to  show  that  a  mortgage  was 
within  the  intention  of  the  testator."  But  other  courts  have  taken 
the  position  that  under  a  power  to  sell  lands  for  the  payment  of 
debts  a  mortga^  may  be  given  to  raise  money  for  that  purpose, 
unless  it  is  the  clear  intention  of  the  testator  that  his  real  e^^tate 
should  be  absolutely  converted.^"  And  so  also  an  executor  having 
a  naked  power  under  a  will  to  sell  city  lota  has  been  recognized 
as  having  implied  authority  to  insert  restrictive  covenants  in  the 
deeds  with  respect  to  the  building  line  of  the  houses  to  be  erected 
thereon,  which  will  bind  the  estate  in  favor  of  purclia.«ers  of  the 
lots  first  sold,  and  may  be  enforced  by  them  against  later  purchasers.'* 

484.  Meaning  of  Particular  Phrases. — Whether  or  not  a  power  of 
sale  is  within  the  autliority  of  executors  of  particular  estates  may 
largely  depend  on  the  wording  and  phraseology  of  the  wills  and  testa- 
ments under  which  they  are  acting.  Although  the  subject  of  the 
interpretation  of  wills  is  wholly  foreign  to  the  scope  of  the  present 
article,"  it  is  not  appropriate  to  omit  here  all  reference  to  the  inter- 
pretation which  has  been  given  by  the  courts  to  testamentary  direc- 
tions affecting  the  sale  of  real  estate.  Since  each  case  largely  turns 
on  its  own  facts  and  the  peculiar  wording  of  the  will  in  question, 

4.  Note:  87  Am.  Deo.  212  «t  seq.  aey,  87  Mo.  387,  56  Am.  Rep.  453. 

6.  Tavlor  v.  Galloway,  1  Oliio  232,  10.  McCreary  v.  Roraberger,  151  Pa. 

13  Am.  Dec.  605.  St.  323,  24  All.  3066,  31  A.  S.  R.  7G0i 

6.  Cranston  v.  Crane,  97  Mass.  459,  Faulb  v.  Dashiell,  62  Tex.  642,  SO  Am. 
93  Am.  Dec.  106.  Rep.  542  and  note. 

7.  Trogden  v.  'WilHaras,  144  N.  C.  11.  Simmons  v.  Crisfield,  197  N.  Y. 
192,  56  S.  E.  865,10L.R.A.(N.S.)  8G7  365,  90  N.  E.  956,  26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
and  note.  G63.   See  Covenants,  vol.  7,  p.  1114; 

8.  Russ^e^i  t.  Rnssell,  36  N.  Y.  581,  Deeds,  vol.  8,  p.  1117,  u  to  building 
93  Am.  Dec.  540.  restrictions  generally. 

9.  Stokes  V.  Payae,  58  Miss.  614,  38  12.  See  Wills. 
Am.  Rep.  340  and  note;  Priee  t.  Conrt- 
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it  is  not  possible  to  do  more  than  select  illustrative  cases  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  courts  have  construed  testamentary  instru- 
menU  in  determining  whether  a  power  of  Bale  is  or  is  not  given 
or  implied.  Thvis,  it  has  been  h^d  that  a  power  vested  in  an  execu- 
tor to  sell  realty  as  he  "shall  deem  expedient,  for  the  best  interest 
of  the  legatees,"  etc.,  is  a  general  power  in  trust,  in  which  the  exec- 
utor has  DO  interest;  that  a  direction  to  the  executor  to  "collect" 
and  "pay  over"  to  certain  persons,  in  trust  for  charitable  purposes 
for  which  a  bequest  is  made,  the  residue  of  the  testator's  realty  and 
personalty,  "without  sacrificing  too  much  by  forcing  the  sale  thereof," 
gives  tlie  executor  implied  power  to  sell;  "  and  that  a  direction  to 
"my  executors  to  pay  my  debts"  has  been  held  to  mean  a  direction 
to  them  to  pay  out  of  the  personal  estate,  but  if  it  is  followed  by 
a  devise  of  real  estate  to  the  executors,  either  as  such  or  in  their  own 
names,  it  is  a  direction  to  Ihcm  to  pay  out  of  that  estate  as  well  oa 
out  of  the  pei'sonal  estate,  and  tlie  real  estate  is  charged. So,  where 
a  will  authorized  an  executor  to  make  settlements  with  the  testator's 
partners  of  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  partnership  business,  to 
adjust,  settle,  and  compromise  all  debts,  claims,  and  demands  against 
the  estate,  and  in  his  discretion  to  sell  and  convey  so  much  of  the 
testator's  real  estate  as  should  be  deemed  necessary  to  satisfy  his 
debts,  it  was  decided  that  the  executor  could  convey  his  testator's 
interest  in  partnership  real  estate  to  his  surviving  partner,  in  con- 
sideration of  an  agreement  by  the  latter  to  pay  partnership  debts.** 
Other  holdings  in  this  connection  are:  that  power  to  an  executor  to 
sell  certain  land  and  divide  the  proceeds  among  certain  legatees  named 
is  not  revoked  by  a  subsequent  codicil  giving  the  land  to  different 
parties  not  mentioned  in  the  power  of  sale,  but  not  expressly  revok- 
ing the  power  given  in  the  will;  "  and  that  a  direction  to  an  executor 
to  divide  land  among  certain  persons  named,  with  power  to  sell 
any  or  all  of  it  according  to  his  discretion,  gives  him  authority  to 
partition  it  in  kind  or  sell  it.** 

485.  Statutory  Regulation;  Necessity  of  Order  of  Court  or  Probate 
of  Will. — As  a  general  rule  statutes  regulating  executors'  sales  apply 
only  to  cases  where  the  will  does  not  give  instructions  in  regard 
tliereto,**  and  no  order  of  the  probate  court  is  necessary  to  the  exe- 
cution of  a  testamentary  power  of  sale,'**  even  where  the  statute' 

13.  Russell  V.  Rossell,  36  N.  T.  581,      17,  Anderson  t.  Butler,  31  S.  C.  183, 


14,  Gging  v.  Emery,  16  Pick.  18.  Anderson  v.  Butler,  31  S.  C.  183. 
(Mass.)  107,  26  Am.  Dec.  645.  9  S.  E.  797,  5  L  RA.  166. 

16.  In  re  Tanqueray-Willaume,  20      19.  Wright  v.  Zeigler,  1  Ga.  324,  44 
Ch,  D.  465,  51  L.  J.  Ch.  434,  46  L.  T.  Am,  Dee.  656;  Valentine  v.  Wysor,  123 
N.  S,  542,  30  W.  R.  801,  21  Eng.  Rnl.  Ind.  47,  23  N.  E.  1076,  7  L.RA..  788. 
Caa.  540.  20.  Bank  of  Ukiab  v.  Rioe,  143  CaL 

16.  Valentine  v.  Wysor,  123  Ind.  47,  265,  76  Fae.  1020,  101  A.  S.  R.  118; 
23  N.  £.  1076,  7  L.R.A.  788.  Rankin  v.  Baakiii,  36  lU.  2991  87 
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declares  that  no  sale  of  any  property  of  an  estate  shall  be  valid  unless 
made  upon  an  order  of  the  probate  court'   It  has  even  been  held 

that  in  such  case  the  probate  court  has  no  jurisdiction  to  grant  an 
order  for  the  sale  of  decedent's  lands,  either  for  payment  of  debts 
or  for  distribution ;  *  nor,  generally,  is  the  probate  of  the  will  a  pre- 
requisite to  the  execution  of  a  power  of  sale  conferred  thereby,  pro- 
vided the  will  is  subsequently  proved.*  This  principle  is  of  consider 
able  importance  in  regard  to  conveyances  made  by  foreign  executors.* 
If,  by  a  will  executed  in  one  state,  the  executors  are  given  power 
to  sell  real  property  they  may  exercise  the  power  in  another  state 
though  the  will  has  not  been  admitted  to  probate  there,  and  if  it 
is  subsequently  admitted  to  probate  it  has  the  same  effect  as  if  orig- 
inally proved  and  allowed  even  if  letters  testamentary  are  granted 
only  in  tlie  primary  jurisdiction.*  But  it  has  been  held,  though 
with  recognition  of  a  conflict  on  the  question,  that  an  executor  and 
his  sureties  could  not  be  held  accountable  for  the  proceeds  of  the 
executor's  sale  of  land  in  another  state  where  the  will  conferring 
the  power  of  sale  under  which  he  acted  was  never  probated  there.* 
486.  Time  of  Exercise  of  Power. — In  regard  to  the  time  within 
which  an  executor  or  administrator  may  exercise  a  power  of  sale, 
the  rule  is  that  as  long  as  the  necessity  for  ite  exercise  continues 
it  will  not  be  lost  by  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the  executor  to  exer- 
cise it.'  In  some  instances  the  power  cannot  be  exercised  until  after 
the  expiration  of  a  certain  event.  For  example,  where  a  testator 
devised  lands  to  bis  daughter  in  fee  tail,  directing  that  in  case  she 
should  die  without  issue  his  executors  should  sell  the  lands  and 
divide  the  proceeds  among  other  legatees  named  in  the  will,  and  the 
daughter  died,  leaving  a  husband  who  was  entitled  to  a  life  estate 
therein,  as  tenant  by  the  curtesy,  it  was  held  that  the  lands  could 
not  be  sold  by  the  executors  until  after  the  determination  of  the 
life  estate  of  Uie  husband.*  Nor  may  a  power  of  sale  be  exercised 
after  the  necessity  for  it  has  ceased.  Therefore,  if  a  testator  author- 
Am.  Dec.  205 ;  Going  v.  Emery,  16  977.  See  supra,  par.  134  et  seq.,  as  to 
Pick.  (Mass.)  107,  26  Am.  Dec.  645;  powers  before  probate  generally. 
Appeal  of  Pennsylvania  Tns.  Co.  on  4.  See  infra,  par.  490. 
Lives,  etc.,  168  Pa.  St.  431,  32  Atl.  6.  Babcock  v.  Collins,  60  Minn.  73, 
25,  47  A.  S.  R.  893.  61  N.  W.  1020,  51  A.  S.  R.  503;  Tudor 

Note:  32  L.R.A.(N.S.)  676.  v.  Tudor,  80  Vt.  220,  67  Ati.  639,  130 

1.  Fallon  V.  Butler,  21  CaL  24,  81  A.  S.  R.  977. 

Am.  Dec.  140.  6.  Emmons  v.  Gordon,  140  Mo.  490, 

2.  Wilson  V.  Holt,  83  Ala.  528,  3  41  S.  W.  998,  62  A.  S.  B.  734. 

So.  321,  3  A.  S.  R.  768.  7.  Fahnestock  v.  Fahnestock,  152 

3.  Babcock  v.  Collins,  60  Minn.  73,  Pa.  St.  56, 25  Atl.  313,  34  A.  S.  B.  623. 
61  N.  W.  1020,  51  A.  S.  R.  503:  Doo-  See  supra,  par.  386,  as  to  time  for 
little  V.  Lewis,  7  Jobng.  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  making  sales  generally. 

45,  11  Am.  Dec.  389;  Tudor  v.  Tudor,  8.  Hay  v.  Mayer,  8  Watts  (Pa.) 
80  Vt.  220>  67  AtL  539,  130  A.  S.  R.  203,  34  Am.  Dee.  453. 
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izes  his  executors,  at  the  death  of  his  widow,  to  sell  his  property  and 
divide  it  among  his  children,  but  at  the  time  of  hb  wife's  death  none 
of  the  children  survive,  the  power  is  extinguished.*  Similarly,  where 
a  testator  authorizes  his  executor  to  sell  and  convert  into  money  all 
or  a  part  of  his  realty  for  a  specific  purpose,  which  fails,  or  is  accom- 
plished without  a  conversion,  the  power  is  extinguished,  and  the  land 
cannot  be  sold  by  virtue  of  it,  but  will  descend  to  the  heir  or  devisees."* 

487.  Effect  of  Power  as  Working  Conversion. — A  power  of  sale 
in  a  will,  standing  alone,  does  not  work  an  immediate  conversion  of 
the  land  as  between  the  executor  and  the  heir  or  legatee.  The  title 
accruing  on  the  death  of  the  testator  remains  in  the  heir  or  legatee 
until  divested  by  probate  sale  or  the  power  contained  in  the  will. 
In  order  to  work  such  a  conversion  there  must  be  a  positive  direc- 
tion to  sell  or  an  absolute  necessity  to  sell  involved  in  the  due  execution 
of  the  will,  or  such  a  blending  of  real  and  personal  estate  by  the 
will  as  to  show  clearly  that  the  testator  intended  to  create  a  fund 
out  of  both  real  and  personal  estate  and  to  bequeath  such  fund  as 
personalty.*'  And  where  the  conversion  is  authorized  for  the  pur- 
pose of  dinsion  the  devisees,  before  the  power  of  sale  is  executed, 
may  elect  to  take  the  land,  instead  of  the  proceeds,  according  to 
their  respective  interests  in  the  latter.'*  When  they  have  so  elected 
and  sufficiently  manifested  their  election,  the  authority  to  sell  the 
land  cannot  thereafter  be  exercised  by  the  executor,  but  is  extin- 
guished. The  estate  retains  its  status  as  real  property,  and  by  reason 
of  such  conversion  and  reconversion  the  relation  of  tlie  beneficiaries 
to  the  land  is  the  same  as  if  it  had  been  directly  devised  to  them." 

488.  Power  as  Vesting  Fee  in  Ezecutors. — There  is  a  difference 
between  a  devise  of  land  to  an  executor  to  sell  and  a  devise  with 
power  to  sell.  In  the  one  case  a  naked  authority  is  given  and  in 
the  other  an  authority  to  sell  coupled  with  an  interest.  In  the  for- 
mer tlie  fr^hold  remains  in  the  heirs  until  a  sale  is  made  by  the 
executor;  in  the  latter  a  freehold  immediately  vests  in  the  executor.'* 
In  other  words,  real  estate,  unless  otherwise  disposed  of,  goes  to  the 
heirf  and  not  to  the  executor,  and  a  mere  power  given  to  the  executor 
to  sell  does  not  give  him  title  or  right  of  possession ;  "  but  the  testator 

9.  In  re  Rudv'a  185  Pa.  St.  359,  39  13.  Bank  of  tJkiah  v.  Riee,  143  Cal. 
Atl.  968,  64  A.'S.  R.  654.  265,  76  Pac.  1020,  101  A.  S.  R.  118. 

10.  Sweeney  v.  Warren,  127  N.  Y.  14,  Simmons  v.  Spratt,  26  Fla.  449, 
426,  28  N.  E.  413,  24  A.  S.  R.  468.  8  So.  123,  9  L.Rji..  343;  Smith  v. 

11.  In  re  Fox,  52  N.  Y.  530, 11  Am.  Hunter,  241  HI.  514,  89  N.  E.  686,  132 
Rep,  751;  Appeal  of  Pennsylvania  Ins.  A.  S.  R.  231;  Lantz  v.  Caraway,  180 
Co.  on  Lives,  etc-  168  Pa.  St.  431,  32.  Ind.  484,  103  N.  E.  335,  50  L.R.A.. 
Ati.  26,  47  A.  S.  R.  893.  See  Con-  (N.S.)  33;  Ware  v.  Murpb,  Rice  L. 
viRSiON  AND  Eeconvecsioit,  vol.  6,  p.  (S.  C.)  54,  33  Am.  Dec.  97. 

1073  et  seq.  Note:  15  Ann.  Cas.  569. 

12.  Mandlebaum  v.  McDonell,  29  16.  Loekwood  v.  Slradley,  1  Bel.  Ch. 
Kieh.  78,  18  Am.  Rep.  61.  298.  12  Am.  Dee.  07  and  note;  Doe  v, 
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may  devise  land  to  his  executor,  either  directly  or  by  implication, 
90  as  to  vest  him  with  the  title.'*  Whether  the  title  so  vests  depends 

on  the  language  used  in  the  will.''  Where  the  testator  imposes  cm 
his  executor  trusts  which  require  for  their  performance  an  estate 
in  lands,  the  executor  may  take  them  hy  implication.**  So  an 
executor  made  a  trustee  of  land  takes  not  merely  a  naked  power  to 
sell,  but  the  legal  title.'*  And  where  an  executor  is  made  residuary 
legatee  and  is  also  given  power  to  sell  all  real  and  personal  estate, 
real  property  forming  part  of  the  residuary  estate  vests  in  him  subject 
to  be  divested  hy  the  sale,  and  until  such  sale  the  rents  and  profits 
belont;  to  him  as  such  legatee,  and  not  to  the  heirs  at  law.**' 

489.  Delegation  of  Power. — As  a  rule  an  executor  cannot  dele^te 
a  power  of  sale,*  nor,  of  course,  can  he  vest  in  another  a  discretion- 
ary power  to  sell  the  testator's  lands  *  It  must  not  be  thought,  how- 
ever, that  this  rule  prohibiting  the  delegation  of  a  power  of  sale 
imposes  upon  the  executor  the  necessity  of  performing  in  person 
every  act  in  connection  with  the  execution  of  such  power.'  For 
example,  he  may  employ  an  agent  to  find  a  purchafer.*  It  has  even 
been  held  that  where  a  devise  has  been  made  to  him  in  trust  to  sell 
and  convey  he  may  execute  such  trust  through  an  attorney  or  agent.* 
The  distinction  appears  to  be  that  while  he  cannot  delegate  his 
judgment  and  discretion  in  the  execution  of  tlie  power,  yet  ha\ing 
exercised  the  judgment  and  discretion  with  which  he  has  been  in- 
vested, he  is  not  prohibited  from  delegating  to  others  the  peiform- 
ance  of  his  determination  in  regard  thereto.'  Therefore,  important 
acts  may  be  performed  by  an  agent,  provided  the  donee  of  the  power 
himself  has  an  opportunity  to,  and  does  actually,  exereii^e  the  dis- 
cretion reposed  in  him  by  the  testator.'  It  has  been  held  that  a 
contract  for  the  sale  of  land  of  the  estate  made  by  another  than 
the  executor,  who  has  power  to  sell  lands,  is  made  valid  when  the 

Laniua,  3  Ind.  441,  56  Ara.  Dee.  518;  v.  Connolly,  242  III.  574,  90  N.  E.  278, 
Rubottom  V.  Morrow,  24  Ind*.  202,  87  134  A.  S.  R.  347;  May  t.  Frazeo,  4 
Am.  Dec.  324.  Litt.  (Ky.)  3D1,  14  Am.  Dee.  15». 

16.  Ford  V.  Ford,  70  Wis.  19,  33     Note:  80  A.  S.  R.  122. 

N.  W.  188,  5  A.  S.  R.  U7.  2.  Newton  v.  Bronson,  13  N.  T.  587, 

17.  Lnntz  v.  Caraway,  180  Ind.  484,  67  Am.  Dee.  89. 

103  N.  E.  335,  50  t.R.A.(N.S.)  32.  3.  Note:  80  A.  S.  R.  122. 

18.  Lindley  t.  O'Reilly,  50  N.  J.  L.  4.  Coleman  v.  Connolly,  242  lU.  574, 
636,  15  Atl.  379,  7  A.  S.  R.  8o2,  1  90  N.  B.  278,  134  A.  S.  R.  347. 
L.n.A.  79.  Note:  64  L.RA.  554. 

19.  Ross  V.  Barclay,  18  Pa.  St.  179,  6.  May  v.  Prazee,  4  Litt.  (Ky.)  391, 
55  Am.  Dee.  G16.  14  Am.  Dec.  159  and  note. 

20.  Brown  v.  Brown,  1G2  Mass.  56,  6.  Gates  v.  Dudgeon,  173  N.  T,  426, 
87  N.  E.  772,  44  A.  S.  R.  331.  66  N.  E.  116,  93  A.  S.  R.  808. 

1.  WUson  T.  Mason,  158  111.  304,     7.  Note:  80  A.  S.  R.  123. 
42  N.  E.  134, 49  A.  8.  B.  162;  Coleman 
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eacecutor  ratifies  it,  with  fnll  knowledge  of  the  facts,  since  in  ratify- 
ing be  exercises  the  discretionary  powers  of  his  pemonal  trust.' 

490.  Power  under  Foreign  Wills. — ^An  executor  appointed  in  one 
state  has  no  authority  as  such  to  make  a  sale  of  lands  in  another  state,' 
but  may  do  so  in  virtue  of  a  power  given  in  the  will ;  and  in  so  doing 
he  acts  as  donee  of  a  power  and  not  under  an  authority  confmed 
by  the  probate  court.**  In  order  to  make  the  exercise  of  such  power 
effectual  it  is  generally  necessary  that  the  probate  of  the  foreign  will 
be  made  in  the  state  in  which  the  sale  takes  place.  This,  however, 
may  be  done  after  the  sale  has  been  made."  And  in  all  cases,  it 
aeems,  the  right  of  the  foreign  executor  to  exercise  a  power  of  sale 
contained  in  the  will  is  dependent  on  the  fact  that  no  local  adminis- 
trator has  been  appointed  in  reference  to  the  estate/'  and  is  subject 
to  the  rights  of  local  creditors.^' 

XII.  Joint  Ezecutobs  and  Adhinistratobs 
Ptnoera 

491.  Joint  Representatives  as  Single  Bntity.— The  general  rale 

ia,  that  several  co-administrators  or  co-executors  are,  in  law,  but  one 
person  representing  the  testator,  and  acts  done  by  one  in  reference  to 
the  administration  of  the  testator's  goods  are  deemed  the  acts  of  all,** 
inasmuch  as  they  have  a  joint  and  entire  authority  over  the  whole 
property  belonging  to  the  estate."  The  acts  of  one  co-executor  bind 
the  others,  by  reason  of  the  confidence  reposed  in  them  individually, 
in  consequence  of  which  each  has  full  power  over  the  assets.  In  this 
respect  co-executors  are  distinguished  from  trustees,  who,  elihoufi^ 
they  are  regarded  as  forming  one  collective  trustee,  execute  the  duties 
of  the  oilice  in  their  joint  capacity."  But  where  power  in  the  nature 
of  a  trust  is  conferr^  by  will  on  co-executors,  one  alone  is  powerles 
by  himself  to  exercise  such  power."  Since  one  co-executor  or  co- 
administrator may  act  for  all,  a  release  of  a  debt  by  one  of  several 

8.  Newton  v.  Bronson,  13  JJ.  Y.  587,  793,  39  Pac.  713,  45  A.  S.  R.  308  ; 
67  Am.  Dee.  89.  Shreve  v.  Joyce,  36  N.  J.  L.  44,  13 

9.  Newton  v.  Bronson,  13  N.  Y.  587,  Am.  Rep.  417;  Wood's  Appeal,  92  Pa. 
67  Am.  Dec.  89.   See  infra,  par.  532.  St.  379,  37  Am.  Rep.  694;  Dean  v. 

10.  Newton  v.  Bronson,  13  N.  Y.  Duffield,  8  Tex.  235,  68  Am.  Dec.  108. 
587,  67  Am.  Dec.  89.  Notes:  14  Adi.  Dee.  158;  9  L.R.A. 

11.  Newton  v.  Bronson,  13  N.  Y.  223. 

587,  67  Am.  Dec.  89.  15.  Barry  v.  Lambert,  98  N.  Y.  300, 

12.  Albright  v.  Bongs,  79  Kafl.  435,  60  Am.  Rep.  677;  Dean  v.  Daffield,  8 
83  Pae.  1030, 115  A.  S.  K.  219.  Tev.  235,  58  Am.  Dec.  108. 

13.  Babcock  v.  Collins,  60  Minn.  73,  16.  De  Haven  v.  Williams,  80  Pa. 
d  N.  W.  1020,  51  A.  S.  R.  503.  St.  480,  21  Am.  Rep.  107. 

14.  Alerding  v.  Allison,  170  Ind.  17.  Brown  v.  liobaon,  3  A.  K. 
252,  83  N.  E.  1006,  127  A.  S.  R.  363  Mush.  (Kjr.)  380,  13  Am.  Dee.  187. 
and  note;  Insley  v.  Shire,  54  Kan. 
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executors  ia  valid,  and  binds  the  rest,"  and  the  same  effect  is  given 
to  the  act  of  one  who  settles  an  account  of  a  person  with  the  deceased, 
or  surrenders  a  term,  or  sells  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  estate.  In 
each  instance  his  act  binds  the  others.**  One  of  two  executors  may 
assign  a  note  belonging  to  the  estate  of  the  testator  or  pay  a  debt, 
assent  to  a  legacy,  or  make  an  attornment  without  the  consent  or 
sanction  of  the  others.™  A  suit  may  be  maintained  on  a  claim  duly 
presented  to  and  rejected  by  one  only  of  several  administrators.* 

492.  Equality  of  Title. — The  title  to  the  personal  estate  of  a  dece- 
dent vests  jointly  in  joint  representatives,*  and  each  is,  as  a  rule, 
equally  entitled  to  possession  and  control.*  Each  is  possessed  of  the 
whole  interest,*  and  a  conveyance  to  two  or  more  as  executors  vests 
title  in  them  as  such  in  joint  tenancy 

493,  Equality  of  Control. — Each  of  several  joint  executors  or 
administrators  represents  the  estate,  and  the  rights  of  each  are  fully 
equal  to  those  of  the  others  in  regard  to  receiving,  holding,  and  dis- 
bursing the  assets  of  the  estate.*  But  the  act  of  one  done  for  a  pur- 
pose not  beneficial  to  the  estate,  e.  g.,  part  payment  of  a  note  to  remove 
the  bar  of  the  statute  of  limitations,  is  not  the  act  of  all,  if  done  over 
the  objection  of  the  others.'  In  regard  to  the  matter  of  joint  control 
of  the  estate,  it  has  been  held  that  an  agreement  between  executors 
that  one  alone  shall  manage  the  estate  is  void.*  When  the  power  to 
dispose  of  personal  property  belonging  to  a  testator's  estate  is  given 
to  executors  as  such,  it  may  be  exercised  by  any  one  or  more  of  them.* 
Since  co^xecutors  and  co-administrators  have  a  joint  and  entire  author- 
ity over  the  assets  of  the  estate,  the  broad  principle  has  been  laid  down 
that  acts  done  by  any  one  of  them  in  regard  to  the  possession,  control 
or  disposition  of  the  estate  are  deemed  the  acts  of  all ;  '*  but  the  release 

18.  Note:  14  Am.  Dee.  158.  and  note;  Gates  v.  ^Vbetstone,  8  8. 

19.  Wood's  Appeal,  92  Pa.  St.  379,  C.  244,  28  Am.  Rep.  284. 

37  Am;  Rep.  C94.  7.  Haskell  v.  Manson,  200  Mass.  599, 

20.  Barry  v.  Lambert,  98  N.  Y.  300,  86  N.  E.  937,  128  A.  S.  R.  452. 

50  Am.  Rep.  677.  As  to  the  aulhority  of  personal  rep- 

1.  Dean  v.  Duffield,  8  Tex.  235,  58  resentativee  to  waive  the  statute  of 
Am.  Dec.  108.  limitations,  see  supra,  par.  241. 

2.  Trogden  v.  Williams,  144  N.  C.  As  to  part  pajmsent  by  a  personal 
192,  66  S.  £.  865,  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  representi^tive  bs  stopping  the  running 
867.  of  the  statute  of  limitations  or  as  re- 

3.  Note :  127  A.  S.  R.  383.  moving  the  bar  thereof,  see  Limita- 

4.  Note:  12  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  10.  tions  op  Actions. 

5.  Johnston  v.  Johnston,  173  Mo.  91,  8.  Wilson  v.  Linebei^;eT,  94  N.  C. 
73  S.  W.  202,  96  A.  S.  R.  486,  61  641,  55  Am.  Rep.  628. 

L.R.A.  166;  Utica  Bank  v.  Mersereau,      9.  Chapman  v.  Charleston,  30  S.'C. 

3  Barb.  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  528,  49  Am.  Dec.  549,  9  S.  E.  591,  3  L.R.A.  3U;  Brown 

189.  v.  Brown,  72  W.  Va.  648,  78  S.  E. 

6.  BeaU  v.  Hilliaiy,  1  Md.  186,  54  1040,  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  995. 

Am.  Dec.  649;  Nanz  v.  Oakley,  120  10.  Shaw  v.  Berry,  35  Me.  279,  58 
K.  Y.  84,  24  N.  £.  306,  0  LJI.A.  223  Am.  Dee.  702;  Morniy  n  Blatebfoz^, 
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of  a  debt  by  one  executor,  in  order  to,  be  "valid  so  aa  to  bind  the  rest, 
must  be  free  from  the  taint  of  fraud. A  note  executed  to  an  intestate 
.may  be  assigned  by  auy  one  of  his  administrators;  but  m  some  juris- 
dictions a  note  executed  to  two  administrators  cannot  be  assigned  by 
one  of  them  alone,**  though  in  other  jurisdictions  such  a  note  may  be 
transferred  by  one  of  them,  provided  it  has  been  given  for  a  debt  due 
to  the  estate  of  their  intestate.*'  The  allowance  of  a  claim  against 
the  estate  by  one  of  the  representatives  binds  the  estate.*^  Payment 
to  or  a  release  by  one  executor  extinguishes  the  debt,  although  he 
misapplies  the  money  and  no  part  of  it  comes  to  the  use  of  the  estate.*^ 
494.  Survival  of  Powers  Generally. — ^At  the  common  law  when 
letters  of  administration  are  granted  to.  two  or  more  persons  and  one 
or  more  die,  the  survivors  or.survivor  may  exercise  the  poWer  of  all 
of  the  original  administrators;"  but  in  the  case  of  executors  a 
distinction  is  drawn  between  powers  vested  in  co-executora  by  name 
and  powers  conferred  on  them  generally  as  executors.  In  the  Utter 
case,  but  not  in  the  former,  the  surviving  co-executors  possess  all  of 
the  powers  of  the  original  group  of  executors."  There  is  a  further 
distinction  between  powers  pertinent  to  their  office  as  executors,  which 
survive,  and  powers  not  pertinent  to  their  office,  which  do  not  survive 
on  the  death  of  one  of  them.'*  These  distinctions  have  given  rise 
to  endless  controversies  and  conflicting  decisions,  which,  it  has  been 
said,  is  a  r^ult  naturally  to  be  expected  where  an  official  title  has 
been  treated  as  a  mere  means  of  describing  the  persons  instead  of 
designating  the  capacity  in  which  they  were  to  act.**  As  illustra- 
tions of  the  operation  of  these  rules  it  may  be  mentioned  that  by  the 
common  law  a  power  to  sell  lands  jointly  conferred  on  executors  by 
name  was  defeated  by  the  death  of  one  of  them.  But  where  a  power 
to  sell  was  given  to  three  executors  generally  and  not  by  name,  two 
surviving  executors  could  sell.*  The  modern  liberal  tendency  which 
is  embodied  in  the  principle  that  a  trust  will  not  be  permitted  to  fail 
for  want  of  a  trustee,  so  that  a  trust  will  not  generally  become  extinct 

1  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  583,  19  Am.  Dec.  Am.  Dec.  649;  Hudson  v.  Hudson,  Cas. 

537;  Atchesou  v.  Robertson,  3  Rich.  Talb.  p.  127,  2  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  134. 
Eq.  (S.  C.)  132,  55  Am.  Dec  634.     17.  Wilson  v.  Snow,  228  U.  S.  217, 

11.  Shreve  v.  Joyce,  3b  N.  J.  L.  44,  33  S.  Ct.  487,  57  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  807, 
13  Am.  Rep.  417.  50  L.RA..(N.S.)  604  and  note;  MaUet 

12.  Sanders  v.  Blain,  6  J.  J.  Marsh,  v.  Smith,  6  Rich.  Qq.  (S.  G.)  12,  60 
(Ky.)  446,  22  Am.  Dec.  86.  Am.  Dec.  107. 

18.  People  V.  Keyser,  28  N,  Y.  22o,      18.  Mallett  v.  Smith,  6  Ridi.  Eq.  (B. 
84  Am.  Dec.  338;  Mackay  v.  St.  Mary's        12,  60  Am.  Dee.  107. 
Church,  15  R.  I.  121,  23  AO.  108,  2      19.  Wilson  v.  Snow,  228  U.  S.  217, 
A.  S.  R.  881.  33  S.  Ct.  487,  57  D.  S.  (L.  ed.)  807, 

14.  Note:  127  A.  S.  R.  385.  50  L.R.A.(N.S.)  604  and  note. 

16.  De  Haven  v.  Williams,  80  Pa.  .  L  Mallet  t.  Smith,  6  Rich.  Eq.  (S. 
St  480,  21  Am.  Rep.  107.  CI)  1^3^  6&  Am.  Dee.  107. 

15.  Beall  V.  Himary,  \  Md.  186,  54 
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by  the  death  of  one  of  the  tntetees,  but  will  be  continued  in  th« 
survivor*  is  observable  in  the  law  governing  tiie  administration  of 
decedents'  estates,  and  while  the  distinctions  and  rules  of  the  commoii 
law  noted  in  the  preceding  part  of  this  paragraph  are  still  in  force  in 
many  jurisdictions,  they  have  in  part  been  modified  for  the  purpose 
of  upholding  whenever  possible  the  survivorship  of  powers  •  In  many 
cases  the  question  of  survivorship  depends  on  the  phraseology  of  the 
will.  For  example,  when  a  will  confers  a  power  on  the  executors  or 
their  successors,  the  survivor  of  them  may  execute  the  power.* 

495.  Survival  of  Powers  of  Sale. — The  general  rule  of  the  common 
law  was  that  where  there  is  a  naked  power  to  executors  to  sell,  and 
they  renounce,  resign,  die,  or  are  removed,  administrators  with  the 
will  annexed  have  no  power  to  sell,  even  if  the  object  of  the  sale  is 
for  the  payment  of  debts;*  but  when  the  power  is  coupled  with  an 
interest,  it  may  be  executed  by  those  succeeding  the  original  executor 
or  trustee  in  respect  to  duties  imposed  on  him.'  Accordingly  the 
rule  which  is  generally  accepted  is  that  where  a  discretionary  power 
of  sale  is  given  to  an  executor,  or  when,  in  the  sense  as  applied  to 
trusts,  the  duties  imposed  are  active,  the  executors  will  be  deemed 
trustees,  and  such  powei^  cannot  be, executed  by  an  admin istrii tor 
with  a  will  annexed.^  It  seems  that  this  limitation  also  applies  when 
a  discretionary  power  of  sale  hi  given  to  an  executor  as  to  property  in 
another  state,  and  tliat  such  power  cannot  be  legally  executed  by  an 
administrator  with  the  will  annexed  in  the  latter  state.*  But  when 
the  authority  to  sell  real  estate,  given  to  an  executor  under  a  will, 
amounts  to  a  direction  to  do  so,  and  the  execution  or  nonexecution  of 
such  power  is  not  discretionary  with  the  executor,  such  power  may 
be  executed  by  his  successor  in  office.*  The  same  is  true  where  the 
will  itself  implies  that  the  power  is  to  be  exercised  by  one  who  may 
be  appointed  as  succeeding  trustee.'**  In  some  states  a  special  statu- 
tory exception  has  been  made  in  regard  to  the  survivorship  of  powers 
to  sell  real  estate  to  pay  debts  of  the  decedent,  and  an  administrator 

2.  Osgood  v.  Franklin,  2  Johns.  Ch.  1,  59  Am.  Rep.  435;  Brown  v.  Hob- 
(N.  Y.)  1,  7  Am.  Dec.  513.  See  son,  3  A.  K.  Marsh.  (Ky.)  380,  13 
Trusts.  Am.  Dee.  187;  Greenland  v.  Waddell, 

3.  Mallett  v.  Smith,  6  Rich.  Eq.  (S.  116  N.  Y.  234,  22  N.  E.  367,  15  A.  S. 
C.)  12,  60  Am.  Dee.  107.  R.  400  and  note;  Tippett  v.  Mize,  30 

4.  In  re  Murphy,  184  Pa.  St.  310,  Tex.  361,  94  Am.  Dec.  313  and  note. 
39  Atl.  70,  63  A.  S.  R.  802.  8.  Montgomery     v.     Millikin,  5 

6.  Moody  v.  Vandyke,  4  Bin.  (Pa.)  Smedos  &  M.  (Miss.)  151,  43  Am. 

31,  5  Am,  Dee.  385.  Dec.  507. 

6,  Montgomery  v.  Millikin,  5  9.  Peebles  v.  Watta,  9  Dana  (Ky.) 
Smedes  ft  M.  (Miss.)  151,  43  Am.  102,  33  Am.  Dec.  531. 

Dee.  507.  Notes:  80  A.  S.  R.  110;  16  Ann.  Cas. 

Note:  50  L.R.A.(N.S.)  604.  330. 

7.  Lockwood  V.  Stradley,  1  Del.  Ch.  10.  Haggin  v.  Straus,  148  Ky.  140, 
(Del)  298,  12  Am.  Dec.  97  and  note;  146  S.  W.  391,  60  LJl.A.(N.S.)  042. 
Uodgin  V.  Toler,  70  la.  21,  30  N.  W. 
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de  bonis  non  with  will  annexed  cannot  execute  a  trust  of  land  con- 
fided to  an  executor  by  title  or  by  name  for  any  other  purpose  except 
that  of  sale  for  the  payment  of  debts.**  Apparently  influenced  by 
early  statutes  some  few  cases  have  held  that  an  administrator  d.  b.  n. 
'  may  exercise  a  power  of  sale  when  it  is  annexed  to  the  office,  or  given 
ratione  officii.*^  But  in  states  in  which  the  old  rules  denying  such 
right  have  been  departed  from,  it  has  been  on  account  of  express 
statutory  provisions  to  tliat  effect'*  It  seems  that  an  administrator 
with  the  will  annexed  may  even  exercise  an  implied  power  to  sell 
real  property  after  tlie  extinguisliment  of  a  life  estate,  for  the  purpose 
of  dividing  the  proceeds  among  the  devisees  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  of  a  will.'* 

Liabilities  of  Co-executors  and  Co-admmistrators 

496.  Limitation  of  Liability  to  Assets  in  Personal  Possession. — 
The  general  rule  is  tl)nt  each  executor  or  administrator  is  primarily 
responsible  to  the  beneficiaries  of  the  estate  only  for  his  own  acts,  and 
not  for  those  of  his  associates.'*  Similarly  each  is  customarily  liable 
only  to  the  extent  of  the  assets  that  come  to  his  hands  in  the  due  course 
of  his  fiduciary  duties.'*  While  responsible  to  the  full  extent  of  the 
assets  which  come  under  bis  control,*'  an  executor  or  administrator 
ordinarily  is  not  responsible  for  assets  that  come  to  the  hands  of  his 
associate,'*  nor  is  he  liable  for  the  misapplication  of  the  assets  or  for 
waste  committed  by  such  co-executor."  The  failure  on  the  part  of 
his  associate  to  make  a  transfer  of  assets  to  a  co-executor  or  co-adminis- 
trator may  effectively  relieve  the  latter  from  all  liability  on  account 
of  the  mismanagement  or  waste  committed  by  the  former.**  Even 
when  co-executors  or  co-administratoi?  are  liable  for  the  acts  of  their 
associates,  they  are  not  jointly  liable  in  the  first  instance,  but  respon- 
sible only  in  case  of  the  other's  default.* 

497.  Inactivity  as  Affecting  Liability  for  Acts  of  Co-executors. — 
To  tlie  general  rule  that  an  executor  or  administrator  is  primarily 

11.  Ross  V.  Barday,  18  Pa.  St.  179,  N.  E.  676,  12  A.  S.  R.  764,  4  LMJl. 
55  Am.  Dec.  616.  529. 

12.  Wilson  V.  Snow,  228  TJ.  S.  217,  16.  Note:  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  299. 
33  S.  Ct.  467,  57  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  807,  17.  Beall  v.  Hilliary,  1  Md.  186,  54 
50  L.R.A.(N.S.)  604.  Am.  Dec.  649. 

Note:  50  L.R.A.(N.S.)  609.  18.  Atcbeson  v.  Robertson,  3  Rich. 

13.  Haggin  v.  Sfraus,  148  Ky.  140,  Eq.  (S.  C.)  132,  55  Am.  Dec.  634. 
146  S.  W.  391,  50  L.R.A.(N.S.)  642      Note:  42  Am.  Dec.  291. 

and  note;  Greenland  v.  Wnddell,  116  19.  Municipal  Court  v.  Whalev,  25 

N.  Y.  234,  22  N.  E.  367,  15  A.  S.  R.  R.  I.  289,  56  Atl.  750,  105  A.  S.  R. 

400.  890,  63  L.R.A.  235. 

Note:  16  Ann.  Cas.  330.  20.  Fleming  v.  Walker,  152  Ala.  386. 

14.  Dunevaot  v,  Radford,  140  Ky.  44  So.  536,  126  A.  S.  R.  46. 

433, 131  S.  W.  185, 140  A.  S.  R.  392.        1.  Brotien  v.  Batcraani  17  N.  C.  116, 

15.  Brucn  t.  QUIet,  115  N.  Y.  10,  21  22  Am.  Bee.  732. 

m 


Digitized  by 


i  497  EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTRATORS       U  R,  0.  L. 


responsible  only  for  the  assets  which  are  under  his  control '  an  impor- 
tant qualification  must  be  made.  In  spite  of  the  facts  that  the  assets 
are  under  the  control  of  one  of  several  joint  representatives,  the  others 
are  liable  whenever  they  have  in  any  manner  contributed  by  their 
approval,  connivance  or  negligence  to  the  loss  directly  due  to  the' 
conduct  of  their  associate.*  The  rule  is  well  established  that  one 
may  become  liable  for  the  assets  which  come  into  the  hands  of  the 
other,  and  for  the  letter's  laches,  waste,  devastavit,  or  mismanagement, 
when  he  consents  to,  or  joins  in,  an  act  resulting  in  loss  to  the  estate.* 
But  if  he  knows  that  the  assets  received  by  his  co-executor  are  not 
applied  in  due  course  of  administration,  and  he  stands  by  and  acqui- 
esces in  it,  or  suffers  the  assets  . to  be  wasted  without  any  effort  to 
require  or  compel  a  due  execution  of  the  trust  and  a  due  application 
of  the  assets  in  the  course  of  administration,  he  is  held  liable.*  Yet 
merely  permitting  his  co-executor  to  possess  the  assets,  without  going 
further  and  concurring  in  the  application  of  them,  does  not  neces- 
sarily render  him  answerable  for  the  misconduct.*  Ignorance. of  the 
conduct  of  his  co-executor  may  excuse  noninterference  on  his  part, 
even  where  intervention  by  him  might  have  warded  off  the  disaster.'. 
He  may  not  be  held  responsible  for  the  devastavit  of  his  co-executor 
any  farther  than  he  is  shown  to  have  knowingly  assented.^  To  these 
general  rules  that  complete  passivity  brin^  complete  immunity  as  to 
the  misdeeds  of  his  co-executors,  an  exception  is  recognized  in  the 
case  of  a  failure  to  perform  active  duties  imposed  by  the  will  of  the 
decedent.  With  reference  to  testamentary  trusts  it  is  the  duty  of 
each  to  see  that  they  are  carried  out,  and  one  cannot  passively  permit 
his  co-executor  or  co-administrator  to  take  all  the  assets  and  supinely 
permit  him  to  omit  the  execution  of  such  trusts,  without  rendering, 
himself  liable  for  the  omission,  even  if  the  assets  never  come  to  his 
hands.*  There  seems  to  be  a  similar  exception  in  regard  to  the 
failure  of  either  executors  or  administrators  to  perform  some  duty 
required  of  them  by  statute,  such  as  the  duty  to  collect  debts  before 

2.  See  supra,  par.  496.  481,  39  Am.  Rep.  470;  Sutherland  y. 

3.  De  Haven  v.  Williams,  80  Pa.  Brush,  7  Johns.  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  17,  11 
St.  480,  21  Am.  Rep.  107;  Municipal  Am.  Dec.  383. 

Court  V.  Whaley,  25  R.  I.  289,  55  Atl.  7.  Sutherland  v.  Brush,  7  Johns.  Ch. 

750,  106  A.  S.  R.  890,  63  L.R.A.  235;  (N.  Y.)  17, 11  Am.  Dec.  383  and  note. 

Lenoir  v.  Winn,  4  Desaus.  (S.  C.)  65,  8.  Cheever  v.  Ellis,  144  Mich.  477, 

6  Am.  Dec.  597;  Gates  v.  Whetstone,  108  N.  W.  390,  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  296 

8  S.  C.  244,  28  Am.  Rep.  284.  and  note;  Nanz  v.  Oakley,  120  N  Y 

Note:  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  349.  84,  24  N.  E.  306,  9  URjl.  223;  Mu- 

4.  Nanz  v.  Oakley,  120  N.  Y.  84,  24  nicipal  Court  v.  Whaley,  26  R.  I.  289, 
N.  E.  306,  9  L.R.A.  223  and  note;  55  Atl.  760, 106  A.  S.  R.  890,  63  LJI.A. 
Gates  V.  Whetstone,  8  S.  C.  244,  28  235. 

Am.  Rep.  284.  Note:  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  349. 

5.  Note:  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  327.  9.  Note:  U  L.Rji..(N.S.)  351. 

6.  MeKin  v.  Aulbaeh,  130  Uass. 
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the  Btatute  bf  limitations  has  barred  action  thereon,  to  preserve  the 
estate  and  to  prevent  waste.  In  each  case  of  this  class  the  personal 
representatives  may  be  held  liable  jointly  and  severally." 

493.  Liability  from  Participation  and  Approval. — ^The  converse  of 
the  rule  that  mere  passivity  coupled  with  ignorance  may  relieve  a 
co-executor  or  co-administrator  from  all  responsibility  for  the  acta 
of  his  associates  is  found  in  the  rule  that  one  n'ho  assents  to  a  certain 
course  by  his  colleagues  may  be  held  chargeable  equally  with  them 
when  sued  by  the  beneficiaries,'*  and  if  he  in  any  way  contributes 
to  the  devastavit  of  hia  co-executor  he  may  be  held  liable  equally 
with  such  associate.'*  Bad  faith  in  permitting  his  co-executor  or 
co-administrator  to  manage  or  mismanage  the  estate  will  suffice  to 
establish  responsibility.**  The  limitation  of  this  liability  is  that  he 
is  not  liable  for  the  acts,  defaults,  or  devastavits  of  his  associates,  unless 
he  has  in  some  manner  aided,  concurred  in,  or  contributed  to  them." 
Where  an  executor  knew  that  a  sale  was  being  improperly  conducted 
by  his  co-executor,  personal  liability  may  result  for  the  other's  act 
when  such  executor  joins  in  the  conBrmation  of  the  sale.'*  Where  an 
executor  is  the  prime  mover  in  procuring  a  sale,  making  the  applica- 
tion to  the  court  for  that  purpose,  he  may  be  held  accountable  for 
the  proceeds  even  if  they  were  received  by  his  co-executor.'* 

499.  Negligence  in  Failing  to  Prevent  Devastavit — Negligence 
•may  contribute  ground  for  holding  a  personal  representative  liable 
for  the  acts  of  his  associates  even  when  the  latter  alone  has  had  the 
control  and  custody  of  the  assets.  If  one  by  his  negligence  suffers 
his  co-executor  to  waste  the  estate,  when  by  the  exercise  of  reasonable 
diligence  he  could  have  prevented  it,  he  may  be  held  responsible  for 
the  loss."  When  an  executor  is  guilty  of  neglect  with  reference  to 
assets  in  the  possession  of  his  co-executor,  he  is  not  made  liable  upon 
the  theory  that  the  assets  are  in  the  possession  of  both,  which  in  fact 
they  are  not,  but  on  his  neglect  in  delivering  them  to  his  co-executor 
without  good  cause,  or  in  not  seeing  to  it  that  they  were  taken  out  of 
the  possession  of  the  co-executor,  or  were  not  by  him  misapplied  or 
lost"  Ignorance  of  the  facts  which  otherwise  might  constitute  a 
complete  defense  may  be  insufficient  for  this  purpose  when  there  has 
also  been  negligence." 

18.  Osbom's  Estate,  87  Cal.  1,  25  16.  Mulford  v.  Slindi,  11  N.  J.  £q. 
Pac.  157,  11  L.R.A.  264.  16,  64  Am.  Dec.  472. 

11.  Cheever  v.  Ellis,  144  Mich.  477,     16.  Johnson  v.  Johnson,  2  Hill  Eq. 
188  N.  W.  398,  11  L.R.A.(K.S.)  206:  (S.  C.)  277,  29  An».  Dec.  72. 
Sutherland  v.  Brush,  7  Johns.  Cb.  (N.     17.  Insley  v.  Shire,  54  Kan.  793,  39 
T.)  17,  11  Am.  Dec  383.  Pae.  713,  46  A.  S.  R.  308. 

12.  Cameron  t.  Jostiees  of  Inferiw     Note:  42  Am.  Dee.  20L 

Court,  1  Gm.  36,  44  Am.  Dee.  636.  18.  Osbom's  Estate,  87  CaL  1,  26 

IS.  Note:  42  Am.  Dec.  200.  Pa<fi  167, 11  L.R.A.  264. 

14.  Notef  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  298.  19.  Koto:  U  L.R^.(N.S.)  SSL 
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500.  Liability  as  to  Assets  Handed  Over  to  Co-representatiTO^ 
Since  each  one  of  several  executors  has  no  power  to  prevent  a  co-execu- 
tor from  receiving  the  assets,  and  each  has  the  right  to  receive  assets 
and  to  discharge  the  debts  due  to  the  estate,  the  liability  of  each  is 
confined  to  the  assets  he  receives,  unless  he  connives  at  the  devastavit 
of  his  co-executor,  or  omits  to  perform  some  duty  that  is  made  im- 
perative by  the  will  or  by  his  fiduciary  position.*'*  While  an  executor 
ordinarily  is  not  liable  for  nonfeasance,  yet  if  he  enters  on  the  execu- 
tion of  any  part  of  the  trust  he  cannot  stop  short,  but  must  do  all 
that  is^  requisite  to  conduct  the  business  to  a  succ^sful  termination. 
Hence  the  rule  has  become  established  that  one  who  unites  in  the 
collection  of  a  debt  cnnnot  get  rid  of  his  responsibility  by  leaving  the 
proceeds  in  the  custody  of  his  associate,  but  must  take  such  measures 
as  will  prevent  the  fund  from  being  used  without  his  knowledge;* 
and  the  payment  to  an  associate  of  the  whole  of  the  assets  in  his 
hands  will  not  exonerate  him  from  repponsibility  to  the  creditors 
and  others  entitled  to  the  estate  of  the  deceased.*  The  same  is  true 
if  an  executor  of  his  own  will  by  his  act  removes  assets  from  his  own 
sole  control  and  subjects  them  to  the  common  control  of  himself  and 
his  co-executors  and  co-administrators  •  It  has  been  said  tliat  the 
actual  liability  of  the  executor  who  has  thus  intrusted  to  his  co-executor 
the  fund  for  which  he  was  himself  primarily  responsible  depends  on 
the  circumstances  of  each  case,  and  that  good  faith  alone  will  not  save, 
him  from  liability,  nor  will  bad  faith  on  the  part  of  his  co-executor 
subject  him  to  it.  If  good  reasons  existed  for  turning  over  the  money 
to  his  co-executor,  and  if,  in  allowing  him  to  keep,  control  and  dis- 
burse it,  he  acted  in  good  faith,  and  with  reasonable  care  and  prudence, 
he  need  not  necessarily  be  held  responsible.*  One  corollary  of  tlie 
general  liability  of  a  co-executor  or  co-administrator  as  to  all  prop- 
erty which  has  ever  been  under  his  control  is  found  in  the  well  recog- 
nized rule  that  where  by  agreement  among  themselves,  each  of  several 
co-executors  or  co-administrators  receives  and  manages  a  certain  part 
of  the  estate,  each  of  them  neverthel^  remains  liable  as  regards 
the  whole.' 

501.  Joint  Receipt  as  Affecting  Liability. — Since  each  executor  or 
administrator  at  common  law  had  full  power  over  the  personal  assets 
of  the  deceased,  it  was  not  necessary  for  more  than  one  to  sign  receipts 

20.  Note:  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  300.       17,  U  Am.  Deo.  383  and  note;  Atche- 

1.  De  Haven  v.  WilliAtns,  SO  Pa.  St.  son  v.  Robertson,  8  Rich  Eq.  (S.  C.) 
480,  21  Am.  Ren.  107;  Johnson  v.  132,  55  Am.  Dee.  6.34. 

Johnson,  2  HiU  £q.  (S.  C.)  277,  28  3.  Gates  v.  \VhetstoDe,  8  S.  0.  244, 
Am.  Dee.  72.  28  Am.  Rep.  284. 

2.  Beall  v.  Hilliary,  1  Md.  386,  54     Note:  11  L.RJL.rN.8.)  311. 

Am.  Deo.  649;McKimT.  Anlbnch,  130     4.  Osbom's  Estate,  87  Cal.  1,  36 

Mass.  481,  39  Am.  Rep.  470;  Sntfter-  Pac.  357,  11  L.R.A.  264. 

land  V.  Brush,  7  Johns.  Cb.  (N.  Y.)     5.  Note:  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  317. 
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for  property  acquired  belonging  to  the  estate.  Hence  the  mle  arose 
tiiat  if  one  joined  in  signing  a  receipt,  he  did  so  gratuitou:]ly  and 
could  be  held  liable  for  his  act  as  an  admission  of  the  receipt  of  the 
property.*  Joining  in  a  receipt  for  money  therefore  normully  raised 
a  presumption  that  it  came  equally  into  the  possession  or  under  the 
control  of  all  of  those  signing  the  receipt.'  'i'his  presumption  in  the 
case  of  joint  receipts  by  executors  and  administrators  is  rebuttable, 
but  in  order  to  overcome  it  the  proof  must  be  direct  and  positive.* 
At  the  common  law  this  presumption  arose  in  all  cases,  even  when 
the  signing  of  the  joint  receipt  was  only  for  the  purpose  of  conformity. 
In  England  this  rule  has  been  altered  by  the  Trustee  Act  of  1803, 
which  provides  that  a  trustee,  including  a  personal  representative,  is 
chargeable  only  for  money  and  securities  actually  received,  notwith- 
standing his  signing  any  receipt  for  the  sake  of  conformity.*  In 
many  of  the  states  in  this  country  the  courts  have  recognized  the 
principle  embodied  in  the  English  act,  and  do  not  strictly  hold  an 
executor  or  administrator  responsible  for  assets  which  were  never 
under  his  control,  but  as  to  which  he  gave  a  formal  receipt.  The 
position  is  taken  that  the  presumption  of  joint  liability  is  rebutted  by 
proof  that  the  money  was  in  fact  received  by  one  and  that  the  other 
joined  only  as  a  matter  of  form  and'for  the  sake  of  conformity.***  For 
example,  where  three  executors  were  empowered  to  sell  the  real  estate, 
and  acting  under  such  power  it  was  sold,  and  all  tlie  executors  joined 
in  the  conveyance,  and  the  price  was  paid  by  the  purchaser  by  check, 
payable  to  the  order  of  one  of  the  executors,  who  indorsed  it  and 
delivered  it  to  hid  co-cxecutoi*s,  who  also  indorsed  it,  and  received  tiie 
money,  the  courts  have  held  that  the  indorsement  by  the  executor  to 
whose  order  the  check  was  payable  was  a  mere  formal  matter,  neces- 
sary for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  possession  of  the  purchase  money 
from  the  purcbaser.*' 

502.  Joint  Account  as  Admission  of  Liability. — ^The  doctrine  was 
at  one  time  regarded  as  firmly  established  that  where  two  or  more 
executors  received  the  estate  of  their  testator  jointly,  and  afterwards 
filed  a  joint  account,  tliey  stood  jointly  liable  to  the  persons  entitled 
to  the  estate  for  all  the  account  shown  to  be  in  their  hands,  no  matter 
what  may  have  been  the  fact  as  to  actual  custody  of  tlie  estate  when 
they  accounted,  or  what  arrangement  they  may  have  subsequently 

6.  Note:  42  Am.  Dec.  292.  8.  McKim  v.  Anlbaoh,  130  Mass. 

7.  Moneir  v.  Monell,  5  Johns.  Cb.  481,  89  Am.  Hep.  470;  Monell  v.  Mon- 
(N.  Y.)  283,  9  Am.  Dec.  298;  Atche-  ell,  5  Johns.  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  283,  9  Am. 
8on  v.  Robertson,  3  Hich.  Eq.  (S.  C.)  Dec.  2f18. 

132,  55  Am.  Pec.  634;  Deaderick  v.  9.  Note:  2  Enp.  Rul.  Cas.  198. 

ifiantrell,  10  Yerg.   (Tcnn.)  263,  31  10.  Note:  9  L.R.A.  224.  ■ 

Am.  Dec  576.  11.  Brucn  v.  Gillet,  115  N.  Y.  10,  21 

Notes:  !)  L.R.A.  224;  11  t.R.A.  N.  E.  676,  12  Jl  S.  R.  IM,  4  hJUL 


(N.S.)  321. 
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made  between  themselves  as  to  custody.*'  But  this  doctrine  appears 
to  be  obsolete,  and  the  filing  of  joint  accounts  will  not  be  conclusive 
as  to  joint  liability  on  the  part  of  the  executors,  and  each  will  stUI 
be  free,  at  least  as  between  themselves,  to  set  up  exemption  from  liabil- 
ity for  losses  caused  by  the  other's  negligent  management  of  the 
estate, 

503.  Mutual  Liability  as  between  Co-representatiTes. — As  between 
themselves  each  one  of  several  representatives  is  liable  separately  and 
not  jointly.**  One  will  not,  in  an  accounting  between  themselves,  be 
charged  for  losses  caused  by  the  negligent  management  by  the  other 
of  a  portion  of  the  estate  which  was  turned  over  to  him  to  care  for, 
and  this  rule  will  not  be  changed  by  the  fact  that  an  executor  is  also 
a  legatee.**  Where  there  are  several  executors  or  administrators,  the 
admission  or  confession  of  one  will  not  charge  the  others  and  enable 
the  plaintiff  to  recover  against  all.  One  executor,  therefore,  cannot 
confess  a  judgment  which  shall  bind  his  co-executors;  nor  can  one 
be  made  personally  liable  by  the  promises  of  another  executor." 


504.  Litigation  Involving  Joint  Representatives. — Joint  represent- 
atives should  be  joined  in  actions  brought  by  them  in  behalf  of  the 
estate.**  But  the  objection  of  nonjoinder  must  be  raised  by  plea  in 
abatement,**  and  is  not  a  ground  of  nonsuit.*  If  an  action  for  an 
accounting  by  a  partnership  in  which  the  estate  is  interested  is  brought 
by  one  executor,  and  his  co-executors  are  made  parties  defendant  and 
appear  without  objection  to  the  misjoinder  of  parties  before  judgment, 
the  failure  to  name  them  as  parties  plaintiff  is  not  fatal.^  These 
principles  apply  to  the  executors  who  qualify  as  such.  Persons  who 
have  been  nominated  as  executors  or  even  appointed  need  not  be 
joined  as  plaintiffs  when  they  have  failed  to  qualify  and  assume  the 
duties  of  the  office.'  Since  the  power  of  executors  and  administratois 
is  strictly  joint,  the  general  rule  is  that  they  must  be  sued  jointly 
and  plead  jointly,  and  they  will  not  be  permitted  to  appear  and  plead 

12.  Osbom's  Estate,  87  CaL  1,  26     17.  Shreve  v.  Joyce,  3fi  N.  J.  L.  44, 


IS.  Cheever  v.  Ellis,  144  Mich.  477,     19.  Gordon  v.  Ooodwin,  2  Nott  * 
108  N.  W.  390,  11  L.R.A.(N.S.}  296  MeC.  (S.  C.)  70,  10  Am.  Dee.  673. 
and  note.  Note:  1  Eng.  RuL  Caa.  159. 

14.  Johnson  v.  JohnBon,  2  Hill  Eq.  1.  Gordon  v.  Goodwin,  2  Nott  ft 
(S.  C.)  277,  29  Am.  Dee.  72.  MoC.  (S.  C.)  70, 10  Am.  Dee.  673. 

15.  Cheever  v.  ElKs,  144  Mich.  477,  2.  Insl^  v.  Shire,  64  Ean.  793,  30 
108  N.  W.  390,  11  LJIJL(N.S.)_290.  Pao.  n3,  45  A.  B.  R.  308. 

16.  FoTSvth  V.  Ganson,  6  Wend.  S.  Arnold  v.  AnwM,  ,36  N.  C.  17%, 
(N.  T.)  658,  21  Am.  Dee.  241.  65  Am.  Dee.  434. 


Actions  and  Bondt 


Pac  157,  U  L.R.A.  264. 
Note:  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  324. 


13  Am.  Rep.  417. 
18.  Note:  1  Eng.  Rul.  Caa.  159. 
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severally,  and  to  have  several  judgments  against  them.*  Yet  in  some 
jurisdictions  in  an  action  against  two  executors  to  recover  a  legacy, 
<»ie  of  them,  having  no  assets  in  his  hands,  will  be  allowed  to  file  a 
separate  plea  of  plene  administravit,  and  if  it  be  found  for  him,  there 
can  be  no  recovery  against  him.*  It  has  been  said  that  when  joint 
executors  make  difTerent  pleas  to  a  claim  against  an  estate,  the  court 
may  proceed  on  the  plea  which  is  most  favorable  to  the  estate.' 

505.  Bonds  of  Co-executors  and  Co-administrators. — When  a  joint 
bond  or  a  joint  and  several  bond  is  given,  executed  by  several  co-execu- 
tors or  co-administrators,  and  also  by  several  sureties,  two  distinct 
questions  may  arise,  one  in  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  liability  of 
the  personal  representatives,  and  the  other  as  to  the  liability  of  the 
sureties.  The  second  question  is  excluded  from  consideration  for  the 
present  and  is  treated  elsewhere.'  Where  a  joint  bond  is  given,  the 
effect  normally  accorded  to  it  is  that  it  makes  each  executor  liable  for 
the  default  of  the  others  during  the  continuance  of  the  joint  executor- 
ship. By  electing  to  join  with  the  others  in  the  giving  of  such  joint 
bond,  a  particular  co-executor  renders  himself  liable,  although  he 
may  be  without  fault,  for  the  waste  and  improper  administration  of 
his  associates.^  Where  a  statute  provides  that  every  executor  shall 
give  bond  it  has  been  held  that  several  executors  could  give  separate 
bonds.  However,  the  customary  practice  is  for  co-executors  to  give 
joint  and  several  bonds.*  When  the  bonds  given  by  the  two  or  more 
executors  or  administrators  are  several  and  not  joint,  neither  is  liable 
on  such  bonds  for  losses  caused  exclusively  by  the  default  of  the 
other.  Apart  from  responsibility  on  the  bond  there  may  be,  however, 
liability  on  account  of  negligence  for  failing  to  prevent  the  miscon- 
duct of  a  co-executor  or  co-admin istrator.^**  The  foregoing  rule  aa 
to  the  effect  given  to  a  joint  bond  is  not  followed  in  all  jurisdictions. 
In  some  states  a  joint  bond  is  construed  as  the  equivalent  of  a  separate 
bond  signed  severally  by  each  executor  or  administrator.  As  a  reason 
for  this  rule  of  construction  it  has  been  stated  that  joint  executors  or 
administrators  may  be  willing  to  undertake  the  trust  reposed  in  them 
when  each  knows  that  he  is  responsible  only  for  his  own  acts,  and 
those  in  which  he  joins  with  his  associate,  when  he  would  not  be  will- 
ing to  become  surety  for  the  separate  acts  of  his  colleague.^ 

4.  Dickerson  v.  Robinson,  6  N.  J.  L.  Municipal  Court  of  Providence  t. 
195, 10  Am.  Dec.  396.  Whaley,  26     I.  289,  55  AtL  760,  105 

5.  App  V.  Dreisbach,  2  Bawle  (Fa.)  A.  S.  R.  890,  63  L.R.A.  235. 

287,  21  Am.  Dec.  447.  9.  Municipal  Court  of  Providence 

6.  Haskell  V.  Manson,  200  Mass.  699,  Whaley,  25  R.  I.  230,  56  Atl.  750, 105 
86  N.  E.  937,  128  A.  S.  R.  452.  A.  S.  R.  890,  63  L.R.A.  235. 

7.  See  supra,  par.  348.  10.  McKim  v.  Anibacfa,  130  Haas. 

8.  little  v.  Kaox,  15  Ala.  576,  50  481,  39  Am.  Rep.  470. 

Ara.  Dec.  145;  Insley  v.  Shire,  64  Kan.  11.  Nana  v.  Oakley,  120  N.  T.  84,  24 
793,  39  .Pac  713,  45  A.  B.  B.  308;  N.  £.  308, 9  L.B.A.  223. 
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506.  Bonds  as  Basis  of  Liability. — personal  representative  may 
make  himself  responsible  for  the  acts  or  devastavit  of  his  co-executor 
or  co-administrator  by  executing  a  joint  or  a  joint  and  several  bond.^' 
On  giving  a  joint  or  a  joint  and  several  bond,  co-executors  or  co-ad- 
ministratoTs  stand  as  sureties  for  each  other  to  the  legatees,  distributees, 
and  creditors."  The  most  generally  accepted  rule  accordingly  is 
that  a  joint  bond  makes  the  obligors  jointly  responsible  for  each  other 
for  any  liability  arising  under  it.^*  But  the  courts  of  some  of  the 
states  have  broken  away  from  this  general  rule  of  joint  liability  for 
all  acts  under  a  joint  bond,  and  liave  adopted  tlie  theory  that  a  joint 
and  several  bond  does  not  modify  the  legal  obligations  of  the  parties, 
but  merely  binds  them  in  accordance  with  the  liability  which  may  be 
incurred  disregarding  the  bond.  Under  this  modification  of  the  rule 
joint  executors  and  joint  administrators  are  jointly  liable  for  joint 
acts  done  in  their  administration,  and  severally  liable  for  their  in- 
dividual acts.**  In  such  jurisdictions,  it  may  be  noted,  a  statute  requir- 
ing joint  and  several  bonds  does  not  change  tiie  rule  which  makes 
personal  representatives  jointly  liable  for  joint  acts,  and  only  severally 
liable  for  their  indindual  acts.*' 

507.  Actions  between  Co-executors  and  Co-administrators. — At 
common  law,  an  executor  could  not  sue  a  co-executor,  for  they  were 
to  be  sued  jointly,  and  no  man  can  sue  himself.  Accordinjrly  the 
rule  is  generally  recognized  that  one  executor  cannot  sue  his  co-execu- 
tor either  in  law  or  equity  for  money  or  properly  in  his  hands  belong- 
ing to  the  estate.*^  And  one  cannot  file  a  bill  in  equity  against  the 
other  to  compel  him  to  account  for  and  pay  over  claims  alleged  to  be 
due  from  him  to  the  estiite.**  Yet,  while  the  right  of  suit  is  denied, 
recourse  may  be  had  to  proceedings  to  remove  a  co-executor  or  co-ad- 
ministrator. If  a  joint  administrator  or  executor  apprehends  a  loss 
from  the  neglect  or  misconduct  of  his  co-administralor  or  co-executor, 
he  may  apply  to  the  orphans'  court,  and  obtain  a  revocation  of  the 
powers  and  authorities  of  the  delinquent  pui'ty.**  But  these  restric- 
tions of  the  common  law  are  obsolete  in  many  jurisdictions,  and  an 
executor  may  maintain  a  bill  in  equity  against  his  co-executor  for  the 
purpose  of  having  the  amount  determined  and  to  enforce  a  clnim 
held  by  the  estate  against  such  co-executor,  when  the  co-executor  dis- 
putes the  amount  and  refuses  to  pay.*   Similarly  the  courts  have 

12.  Fleming  v.  Walker,  152  Ala.  386,  24  N.  E.  306,  9  L.R.A.  223. 

44  So.  536,  126  A.  S.  R.  46.  17,  Inslev  v.  Shire,  54  Kan.  793,  39 

13.  Note:  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  307.  Pac.  713,  45  A.  S.  R.  308;  Beall  v. 

14.  Clarke  v.  State,  6  QiU  &  J.  Uiltiary,  1  Md.  186,  54  Am.  Dec  649. 
(Md.)  288,  26  Am.  Dec.  576.  Note:  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  347. 

Note:  4-2  Am.  Dec.  293;  11  L.R.A.  18.  Note:  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  347. 

(N.S.)  306,  308.  19.  Beall  v.  Hilbary,  1  Md.  1«6,  64 

16.  Note:  11  L.n.A.fN.S.)  311.  Am.  Dec  649. 

16.  Kanz  t.  Oakley,  120  N.  Y.  S4,  1.  Peterson    t.    Vanderbnish,  77 
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permitted  one  executor  to  sue  auother  and  their  sureties  where  both 
executors  have  given  a  joint  and  several  bond  with  the  same  sureties 
and  where  the  executor  suing  is  a  legatee  and  as  such  benelicially 
interested  in  the  recovery.*  Even  where  suits  by  one  against  the 
other  or  others  are  permitted,  there  are  necessary  limitations  as  to 
the  extent  of  the  right  of  suit.  Rules  against  multifariousness  must 
be  observed,'  Since  one  of  two  or  more  co-executors,  who  has  given 
a  new  bond  and  retained  his  position  after  the  resignation  of  the 
others,  has  the  status  of  an  administrator  de  bonis  non  administratis, 
he  can  sue  his  former  associate  only  for  legally  unadministered  assets 
remaining  in  his  hands,  or  in  respect  to  transactions  between  them- 
selves. He  cannot  maintain  a  bill  to  surcharge  and  falsify  ex  parte 
settlements  made  by  the  retired  executor,  nor  charge  him  as  for  a 
devastavit* 

XIII.  Administratobs  D.  B.  N.  amd  C.  T.  A. 


Nature  of  Duties  and  Oeoasion  for  AppointTnent 

508.  Appointment  of  Administrators  De  Bonis  Non. — ^Tn  regard  to 

the  appointment  of  administrators  de  bonis  non,  courts  of  probate 
are  usually  considered  as  being  courts  of  original,  unlimited  and 
general  jurisdiction,  just  as  they  are  in  the  exercise  of  their  jurisdic- 
tion in  the  appointment  of  an  administrator  in  chief.*  If  the  execu- 
tors refuse  to  act,*  or  there  is  a  vacancy  in  the  office  for  any  other 
reason,  it  is  proper  for  the  court  to  appoint  an  administrator  de  bonis 
non.'  A  grant  of  letters  of  administration  with  the  will  annexed  may 
be  made  both  as  regards  wills  of  residents  and  of  nonresidents.®  The 
appointment  of  a  general  administrator  of  the  estate  of  a  nonresident 
tes'ator  instead  of  an  administrator  with  the  will  annexed,  where  the 
court  has  jurisdiction  to  make  the  latter  appointanent,  has  been  held 
to  be  an  irregularity  which  renders  the  appointment  voidable  and  revo- 
cable, but  not  void,  and  collaterally  impeachable.*  The  same  general 

Minn.  218,  79  N.  W.  828,  77  A.  S.  E.  61  Conn.  420,  24  AU.  273,  16  t.R.A. 

671.  538;  Peebles  v.  Watts,  9  Dona  (Ky.) 

2.  Municipal  Court  of  Providence  V.  102,  33  Am.  Dec.  531;  Bennett  v. 
Wlialey,  25  II.  1.  289,  65  Atl.  750,  105  Chapin,  77  Mich.  526,  43  N.  W.  893,  7 
A.  S.  R.  890,  63  L.R.A.  235.           '  L.R.A.  377. 

3.  Insley  v.  Shire,  54  Kan.  793,  39  7.  Kambo  v.  Wyatt,  32  Ala.  303,  70 
Pac.  713,  45  A.  S.  R.  308.  Am.  Dec.  544;  Hodgin  v.  Toier,  70 

4.  Brown  v.  Brown,  72  W.  Va.  648,  la.  21,  30  N.  W.  1,  59  Am.  Rep.  435. 
78  N.  E.  1040,  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  995.  8.  In  re  Meier,  165  Cal.  456,  132 

5.  Henlev  V.  Johnston,  134  Ala.  616,  Pac.  761,  Aon.  Caa.  1914D  121,  48 
32  So.  1009,  92  A.  S.  E,  48.    See  L.R.A.{N.S.)  858. 

supra,  par.  60.  9.  Broughton  v.  Bradley,  34  Ala.. 

6.  Broughton  v.  Bradley,  34  Aln.  694,  73  Am.  Dec.  474. 
694.  73  Am.  Dec.  474;  Smith's  Appeal-, 
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procedure  is  had  in  appointing  administrators  de  bonis  non  as  in 
the  case  of  administrators  in  chief.  It  has  been  said  that  on  an 
application  for  such  an  appointment  de  bonis  non,  the  same  reason 
requiring  notice  to  those  entitled  to  administration  in  the  first  instance 
applies  to  this  latter  application,  as  the  completion  of  an  adniinia- 
tration  is  often  more  important  to  those  who  are  interested  in  the 
estate  than  the  commencementi<>  In  like  manner  it  is  the  duty  of  an 
administrator  de  bonis  non  to  give  a  bond  for  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  his  office,  and  where  he  takes  a  will  annexed  the  bond  should 
be  commensurate  with  the  powers  and  trusts  contained  in  the  will." 
As  in  other  coses  a  court  of  probate  has  the  incidental  power  to  con- 
strue wills  for  the  purpose  of  deciding  whether  an  appointment  of  an 
administrator  de  bonis  non  should  be  made." 

509.  Necessity  of  Making  Appointment. — ^Whenever  there  are 
assets  unadministered  belonging  to  an  estate  which  has  been  partially 
settled,  and  there  is  no  executor  or  administrator,  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  have  appointed  an  administrator  de  bonis  non.'*  When  an 
action  must  be  brought  against  an  estate  which  has  not  been  wholly 
settled  on  account  of  the  death  of  the  personal  representative  it  is 
not  sufficient  to  file  the  bill  or  bring  the  suit  against  the  representative 
of  the  deceased  administrator,  but  an  administrator  de  bonis  non 
must  be  appointed.**  Averments  in  a  petition  for  letters  of  adminis- 
tration de  bonis  non,  showing  that  the  petitioner  was  the  former 
administrator  and  had  performed  the  duties  of  his  office,  that  his  final 
account  was  stated,  audited,  and  approved  on  a  certain  date,  and  that 
there  were  unadministered  assets  of  the  estate  and  unpaid  debts,  have 
been  held  sufficient  to  give- the  court  jurisdiction  to  appoint  an  admin- 
istrator de  bonis  non  without  an  averment  that  such  former  adminis- 
trator had  been  finally  discharged  by  order  of  court.**  Yet  when  there 
is  no  practical  necessity  for  making  an  appointment  of  an  adminis- 
trator de  bonis  non  the  courts  will  not  insist  that  such  letters  should  be 
granted."  It  has  been  stated  that  after  an  estate  has  been  adjudged 
finally  settled,  and  the  administrator  discharged,  letters  of  admin- 
istration de  bonis  non  cannot  be  issued  on  the  same  estate  while  such 
final  settlement  remains  unrevoked  and  in  force,  the  matter  being  res 
judicata.*' 

10.  Thomas  t.  Knighton,  23  Md.  57.  70  Am.  Dec.  556. 

318,  87  Am.  Dec.  571.  15.  Ilenley  v.  Johnston,  134  Ala. 

11.  Note:  24  Am.  Dec.  383.  646.  32  So.  1009,  92  A.  S.  R.  48. 

12.  Chamberlain's  Appeal,  70  Conn.  16.  Crean  v.  McMahon,  106  Md.  507, 
363,  30  Atl.  734,  41  L.R.A.  204.  68  Atl.  205,  14  LJl.A.(N.S.)  798  and 

13.  Henley  v.  Johnston,  134  Ala,  note. 

646,  32  So.  1009,  92  A.  S.  R.  48;  17.  Hicky  v.  Stallworth,  143  Ala. 
Howell  V.  Anderson,  66  Neb.  676,  92  535,  39  So.  267,  111  A.  S.  R.  67,  6 
N.  W.  760,  61  L.R.A.  313.  Ann.  Cos.  496  and  note. 

14.  BlackweU  t.  Blackwell,  33  Ala. 
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510.  Nature  of  Duties  of  Administrators  C.  T.  A. — An  adminis- 
trator with  the  will  annexed  occupies  the  same  relation  to  the  estate 
as  an  executor,  and  for  all  the  general  pui^oses  of  administration  is 
simply  an  executor  under  another  name.*®  He  has  the  same  author- 
ity and  the  same  rights  of  property  as  the  executor  named  in  the 
will,'*  and  in  general  what  an  executor  may  do,  an  administrator 
c.  t.  a,  may  also  do.** 

511.  Vacancy  Essential  to  Appointment. — ^Administrators  de  bonis 
non  administratis  are,  as  the  term  signifies,  persons  appointed  by  the 
court  of  probate  to  administer  on  the  effects  of  a  decedent  which  have 
not  been  included  in  a  former  administration.  To  warrant  the  appoint- 
ment of  such  an  administrator,  the  administration  must  be  vacant.' 
Otherwise  the  appointment  is  absolutely  void,  and  may  be  so  declared, 
even  in  a  collateral  proceeding.*  Some  courts  have  even  held  that  the 
appointment  is  void  where  the  decree  of  appointment  fails  to  state  a 
case  that  gives  jurisdiction  to  the  court.'  The  vacancy  may  be  due 
to  the  resignation  or  renunciation  of  the  executors  named  in  the  will, 
or  to  their  failure  to  make  application  for  letters  testamentary,  or  to 
the  death,  resignation,  etc,  of  an  administrator.*  The  most  frequent 
manner  in  which  a  vacancy  arises  after  an  executor  has  qualified  is  by 
his  death.'  But  at  least  in  states  in  which  the  statutes  declare  that 
administration  de  bonis  non  may  be  granted  on  an  estate  already 
partially  administered  and  from  any  cause  unrepresented,  the  vacancy 
may  take  place  not  merely  through  death  but  by  the  insanity  of  the 
existing  executor  or  administrator.*  In  order  to  prove  the  existence  of 
a  vacancy  parol  may  be  resorted  to,'  and  to  sustain  an  order  of  the 
probate  court  granting  letters  de  bonis  non  the  courts  may  even 
presume  that  there  was  a  vacancy  in  the  administration  by  resignation 
or  removal  of  the  former  administrator.* 


18.  Hamilton  v.  Williams,  133  Ky. 
558,  118  S.  W.  358,  21  L.R.A.{N.S.) 
975;  Kilton  v.  Anderaon,  IS  E.  I.  136, 
25  All.  907,  49  A.  S.  R.  751. 

19.  Crouse'v.  Peterson,  130  Cal.  169, 
'  62  Pae.  475,  615,  80  A.  S.  R.  89;  Dune- 

vant  V.  Radford,  140  Ky.  433,  131  S. 
W.  185, 140  A.  S.  R.  392;  Peterson  v. 
Chemical  Bank,  32  N.  Y.  21,  88  Am. 
Dec.  298;  Ross  v.  Barclay,  IS  Pa.  St 
179,  55  Am.  Dec.  616. 
Note:  16  Ann.  Caa.  330. 

20.  Sears  v.  Scranton  Trust  Co.,  228 
Fa.  St.  126,  77  Atl.  423,  20  Ann.  Cas. 
1145. 

1.  Note:  24  Am.  Deo.  379. 

2.  Hicky  t.  Stallwortb,  143  Ala.  535, 
39  So.  267,  Ul  A.  S.  B.  67,  6  Axau 
Cas.  496. 


3.  Vick  V.  Vieksbui^,  1  How. 
(Miss.)  379,  31  Am.  Dec.  167. 

4.  Kidd  v.  Bates,  120  Ala.  79,  23  So. 
735,  74  A.  S.  R.  17,  41  L.R.A.  154; 
Adams  v.  Reardnour,  134  Ky.  230, 120 
S.  W.  279,  20  Ann.  Cas.  833. 

5.  Doe  V.  Riley,  28  Ala.  164,  65 
Am.  Dec.  334;  Adams  v.  Reardnour, 
134  Ky.  230,  120  S.  W.  279,  20  Ann. 
Cas.  833. 

6.  McCranie  v.  Hutchinson,  139  Ga. 
792,  77  S.  E>.  1064,  45  L.R.A,(N.S.) 
1073;  Vick  v.  VicksbuiK,  1  How. 
(Miss.)  379,  31  Am.  Dec.  167. 

7.  Doe  v.  Riley,  28  Ala.  164,  65 
Am.  Dec.  324. 

8.  Henley  v.  Johnston,  134  Ala.  646, 
32  So.  1009, 92  A.  S.  R.  48.  . 
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Right  and  Powers  of  Administrators  D.  B.  N.  and  C.  T.  A. 

512.  Right  to  nnconverted  Assets. — At  common  taw  the  title  and 
authority  of  an  administrator  de  bonis  non  extends  only  to  the  peiv 
sonalty  of  the  decedent  remaining  un administered,*  and  to  such 
money  or  proceeds  from  converted  assets  as  has  been  kept  by  the 
executor  or  administrator  separate  and  unmixed  with  his  own.*'  In 
some  states  where  statutes  regulate  the  subject  the  rule  of  the  common 
law  has  been  followed  in  substance.  For  example,  the  statutes  may 
limit  the  authority  of  an  administrator  de  bonis  non  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  such  assets  as  have  not  been  converted  into  money  and  not 
distributed  and  delivered  or  retained  by  the  executor  or  former  admin- 
istrator under  the  direction  of  the  orphans'  court.*'  The  reason  why 
goods  of  a  decedent  which  remain  in  specie  go  to  the  administrator 
de  bonis  non  has  been  stated  to  be  because  in  such  cases  it  is  notorious 
whose  goods  they  are,  and  they  can  be  easily  distinguished. The 
administrator  d.  b.  n.  is  not  in  any  sense  liable  as  to  assets  converted 
by  his  predecessor  unless  they  actually  come  into  his  hands,"  but 
assets  which  have  been  converted  under  the  view  of  the  common  law 
are  not  looked  on  as  belonging  to  the  administration  d.  b.  n.  but  to 
the  former  or  preceding  one.**  Therefore  an  action  will  not  lie  by 
such  administrator,  against  the  representatives  of  his  predecessor,  to 
recover  tlie  amount  of  converted  assets  of  the  estate  in  their  hant^.'* 
Yet  an  administrator  de  bonis  non  is  entitled  to  every  specific  article 
which  belonged  to  the  decedent,  and  which  is  not  disposed  of  or  con- 
verted into  money  by  the  first  administrator  as  articles  which  have  not 
been  administered,  and  he  acquires  the  same  interest  in  them  that 
the  first  administrator  had.  But  this  is  not  the  case  in  regard  to 
articles  which  have  already  been  administered  or  converted  into 
money.**  The  collection  of  debts  due  to  the  testator  or  intestate,  or 

9.  Chnmborlain  T.  Bates,  2  Port.  3.3;  Potts  v.  Smith,  3  Rawle  (Pa.)  361, 

(Ala.)  550,  27  Am.  Dec.  6li7;  Kelly  v.  24  Am.  Dee.  359. 

Kellv,  9  Ala.  908,  44  Am.  Dec.  4lj9;  11.  Morrow  v.  Fidelity  &  Deposit 

Swink  V.  Saodgraas,  17  Ala.  G53,  52  Co.  100  Md.  250,  59  Atl.  736,  108  A.  S. 

Am.  Dec.  190;  Graves  v.  Flowers,  51  R.  410  and  note. 

Ala.  402,  23  Am.  Rep.  655;  Alsop  v.  12.  Swink  v.  Snodgrass,  17  Ala.  653, 

Matlier,  8  Conn.  584,  21  Ara.  Dec.  703;  52  Am.  Dec.  190. 

Hodge  V.  Hodge,  90  Me.  505,  38  Atl.  13.  Attorney-General  v.  Kohler,  9 

535.  CO  A.  S.  R.  285,  40  L.R.A.  33;  H.  L.  Cas.  654;  2  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  186 

Salisbury  v.  Black,  6  Har.  &  J.  (ltd.)  and  note. 

293,  14  Ara.  Dec.  279;  Ross  v.  Sutlon,  14.  Brown  v.  Brown,  72  W.  Va.  648, 

1  Bailey's  Law  (S.  C.)  126,  19  Am.  78  S.  E.  1040,  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  995 

Dec.  660;  Brown  v.  Brown,  72  W.  Va.  and  note. 

648,  78  S.  E.  1040,  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  15.  Chamberlain  v.  Bates,  2  Port. 


10.  Hodge  V.  Hodge,  00  Me.  605,  Monroe  (Ky.)  19, 17  Am.  Dee.  33. 
38  Atl.  535,  60  A.  S.  R.  285,  40  L.R.A. 
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995  and  note. 
Note:  40  L.R.A.  33,  71. 


(Ala.)  550,  27  Am.  Dec.  667. 
16.  Slaughter  v.  Froman,  6  T.  B, 
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disposition,  change;  or  alteration  of  the  goods  made  by  the  executor 
or  administrator,  will  protect  them  from  the  claim  of  an  adminisbtitor 
de  bonis  non  as  unad ministered  goods.*' 

513.  Title  as  against  Executor  of  Executor. — ^At  common  law, 
on  the  death  of  an  executor,  the  executorship  devolved  on  his  execu- 
tor; and  on  the  death  of  one  or  more  joint  executors,  it  devolved  on 
the  survivors  and  passed  ultimately  to  the  executor  of  the  last  survivor. 
On  the  death  of  the  executor  of  an  executor,  the  executorship  passed 
to  his  executor,  and  so  long  as  the  chain  of  representation  remained 
unbroken  by  an  intestacy,  the  ultimate  executor  represented  every 
preceding  testator.'*  But  where  the  chain  of  representation  was 
broken,  it  was  necessary  to  take  out  administration  de  bonis  non.'* 
This  doctrine  has  now  been  almost  completely  abandoned  in  this 
country,  and  in  the  event  of  the  death  of  an  executor,  letters  of  admin- 
istration de  bonis  non  must  be  taken  out.*"  Where,  however,  an  Eng- 
lish executor  of  a  citizen  and  resident  of  Great  Britain  dies,  it  has  been 
held  that  the  English  executor  of  this  executor  may  transfer  in  United 
States  stock  of  a  domestic  corporation  where  such  stock  belonged  to 
the  estate  of  the  original  testator,  and  that  in  such  cases  no  grant  of 
letters  of  administration  de  bonis  non  cum  testamento  annexo  was 
necessary  for  this  purpose.'  The  courts  have  also  held  that  a  court 
of  equity  has  jurisdiction  of  a  suit  by  a  legatee  against  the  executor 
of  an  executor,  who  has  in  his  hands  funds  of  the  first  testator,  al- 
though there  be  a  surviving  co-e.secutor.*  Accordingly  it  has  been 
held  that  piiyment  to  the  administrator  of  a  decea±ied  administrator 
is  invalid.* 

514.  Right  as  against  Administrator  of  Administrator. — The  rule 
permitting  executors  of  executors  to  represent  the  original  decedent 
was  never  recognized  in  reference  to  administrators  even  in  England. 
That  the  title  of  administrator  was  not  transmissible  was  enunciated 
as  settled  law  so  far  as  the  Year  Books  of  Henry  VI,  where  it  is 
stated  that  if  an  administrator  die,  his  executors  shall  have  no  power 
to  intermeddle  with  tlie  goods,  but  the  ordinary  shall  make  a  new 
grant  to  another  at  his  election.*  When  an  administrator  dies  the 
title  to  all  imadministered  and  unconverted  assets  passes  to  the  admin- 

17.  Potts  V.  Smith,  3  Rawle  (Pa.)  379,  82  AU.  61,  39  L.R.A.(N.S.)  688. 
361,  24  Am.  Dec  359.  Note:  24  Am.  Dee.  381. 

18.  Grimes  v.  Pennsylvania  R.  Co.,  1.  Grimes  v.  Pennsylvania  R.  Co., 
189  Pa.  St.  619,  42  Atl.  303,  69  A.  S.  189  Pa.  St.  619,  42  Ati.  303,  69  A.  S. 
R.  830;  In  Goods  of  Gaynor,  L.  R.  1  R.  830. 

P.  &  O.  723,  38  L.  J.  P.  &  M.  79,  12  2.  Brotten  v.  Bateman,  17  N.  C.  116, 
Ettf>r.  Rnl.  Cas.  3  and  note.  22  Am.  Dec.  732. 

notes:  24  Am.  Dee.  381;  80  A.  S.  R.  3.  Stair  v.  York  Nat.  Bank  Co.,  SS 
122;  2  Eng.  Rnl.  Cas.  115,  116.  Pa.  St.  364,  93  Am.  Dee.  759. 

19.  Note:  12  Eng.  Rnl.  Cas.  11.  4.  Note:  2  Eng.  Rul.  Caa.  116. 

20.  McCarthy  v.  Mallen,  82  N.  J.  L. 
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istrator  de  bonis  non,  and  must  be  administered  by  him,  and  not  by 
the  administrator  of  the  first  administrator.^  In  like  manner  the 
legal  title  to  unad ministered  assets  vests,  on  the  removal  of  an  adminis- 
trator, in  the  administrator  de  bonis  non,*  and  the  latter  is  entitled 
to  choses  in  action  left  uncollected  and  unadministered  in  the  Iiands 
of  an  executor  or  administrator  after  his  removal.'  Kotes  executed  to 
an  administrator  as  such  may,  if  uncollected  or  undisposed  of  by 
him  in  his  lifetime,  become  assets  in  the  hands  either  of  the  adminis- 
trator de  bonis  non  or  of  the  administrator's  personal  representatives; 
and  the  latter  will  be  entitled  to  the  notes  if  the  administrator  had 
become  beneficially  entitled  to  them  as  a  creditor  of  the  intestate,  or 
by  having  charged  himself  therewith  in  the  settlement  of  the  estate. 
Otherwise  the  administrator  de  bonis  non  is  entitled  to  them.* 

515.  Privity  between  Administrators  in  Chief  and  D.  B.  N.— 
According  to  the  rules  of  the  common  law  an  administrator  de  bonis 
non  is  regarded  as  taking  the  specific  property  of  the  decedent  as  his 
immediate  successor,  and  not  as  succeeding  to  the  prior  executor  or 
administrator;  •  hence  the  principle  was  established  that  there  was  no 
privity  between  the  executor  or  administrator  and  the  administrator 
de  bonis  non."*  In  jurisdictions  following  the  rule  of  the  common  law, 
all  contracts  with  an  administrator  must  be  personal,  since  there  can 
be  no  privity  of  contract  between  an  administrator  in  chief  and  one 
d.  b.  n.  but  in  many  states  the  common  law  doctrines  have'been 
abrogated  by  statute,  and  administrators  de  bonis  non  have  been  placed 
in  full  privity  with  previous  administrators  or  executors.'*  In  .some 
jurisdictions  the  same  result  has  apparently  been  reached  without 
statutory  enactment. 

516.  Binding  Effect  of  Predecessor's  Acts. — An  administrator  de 
bonis  non  is  generally  bound  by  the  acts  of  his  predecessor  in  office.** 
For  example,  he  may  be  bound  by  an  agreement  of  his  predecessor  in 
regard  to  the  disposition  of  the  estate.**    But  an  administrator  de 

6.  Wiggin  T.  Swett,  6  Mete.  (Mass.)  Am.  Dec.  703;  Chamberlain's  Appeal, 

194,  39  Am.  Dec.  716;  Miller  v.  Neff,  70  Conn.  363,  39  All.  734,  41  L.R.A. 

33  W.  Va.  197,  10  S.  E.  378,  6  L.R.A.  204. 

515;  Savage  v.  BIythe,  2  Hoc  Ecc.  Notes:  24  Am.  Dee.  387;  2  Eng.  Rul. 

Rep.  150,  2  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  110  and  Cas.  199. 

note;  Farr  v.  Newman,  4  T.  R.  621,  2  11.  Pearee  v.  Smith,  2  Brev.  (S.  C.) 

Rev.  Rep.  479,  2  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  214.  360,  4  Am.  Dec.  688. 

6.  Gentry  v.  Owen,  14  Ark.  396,  60  12.  Mayer  v.  MeLure,  36  Miss.  389, 
Am.  Dec.  549.  72  Am.  Dec.  190. 

7.  Stubblefleld  v.  McRaven,  5  13.  Braithwaite  v.  Harrey,  14  Mont. 
Sraedes  &  M.  (Miss.)  130,  43  Am.  Deo.  203,  36  Pac.  38,  43  A.  8.  R.  62S,  27 
502.  L.R.A.  101. 

8.  Maraman  v.  Trunnell,  3  Hetc.  14.  Johnston  v.  Lewis,  Rice  £q.  (S. 
(Ky.)  146,  77  Am.  Dec.  167.  C.)  40,  33  Am.  Dec.  74. 

9.  Chamberlain's  Appeal,  70  Conn.  15.  Hagthorp  v.  Neale,  7  Gill  &  J. 
363,  39  AU.  734.  41  L.R.A.  204.  (Md.)  13,  26  Am.  Dec.  594. 

10.  Alsop  T.  Mather,  8  Conn.  584,  21 
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bonis  non  is  not  responsible  for  losses  which  occur  by  reason  of  the 
negligence  of  his  predecessor.**  Any  misrepresentations  as  to  the 
character  of  the  title  of  property  belonging  to  an  estate  which  has 
been  sold  by  the  original  administrator  can  harm  only  him  individ- 
ually, and  does  not  operate  against  his  successor.^'  An  action  cannot 
be  maintained  on  an  implied  promise  of  an  administrator  de  bonis 
non  to  comply  with  a  promise  made  by  a  former  administrator  to 
pay  for  services  rendered  the  intestate's  estate.^^  But  an  administrator 
de  bonis  non  in  some  instances  may  repudiate  the  action  of  his  pred- 
ecessor in  regard  to  the  estate,  even  when  such  preceding  executor 
or  administrator  would  himself  be  estopped.  Thus,  where  a  sale  has 
been  made  privately  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  statute  law,  it 
may  be  set  aside  by  the  administrator  d.  b.  n.  although  the  adminis- 
trator himself  who  made  the  sale  cannot  reclaim  the  possession,  being 
estopped  by  his  acts  from  the  right  to  do  so.*®  Yet  where  an  adminis- 
trator de  bonis  non  with  full  knowledge  of  all  the  facts  elects  to  adopt 
an  unauthorized  loan  made  by  a  prior  administrator,  he  will  be  bound 
thereby.  He  cannot  at  the  same  time  accept  the  investmeui  and  also 
treat  the  loan  as  a  devastavit.-" 

517.  Rig^t  to  Exercise  Powers  Conferred  in  Will.— The  rule  that 
a  substituted  trustee  cannot,  in  the  absence  of  statute,  execute  a  dis- 
cretionary power  granted  to  the  original  trustee  by  reason  of  a 
personal  confidence  reposed  in  the  latter  by  the  creator  of  the  power, 
is  applicable  to  an  administrator  with  the  will  annexed,^  and  it  is 
generally  held  that  where  the  power  granted  or  duty  involved  implies 
a  personal  ccnfidence  reposed  in  the  individual  over  and  beyond  that 
which  is  ordinarily  implied  in  the  selection  of  an  executor,  the  power 
and  duty  are  not  those  of  executors  virtute  officii,  and  do  not  pass 
to  the  administrator  with  the  will  annexed.*  Accordingly  where  lands 
are  devised  to  the  executor  named  in  the  will,  in  trust,  for  certain 
purposes,  and  the  executor  renounces  and  an  administrator  with  the 
will  annexed  is  appointed,  the  latter  will  not  succeed  to  the  office  of 
trustee  nor  to  any  right  in  the  trust  estate.'  But  where  under  a  will 
creating  a  trust  the  executor  alone  is  named,  hut  the  directions  in  the 
will  are  addressed  to  him  and  his  successors  in  office,  the  power  and 
duty  of  administering  the  trust  will  pass  to  an  administrator  d.  b.  n.*> 
Authority  conferred  on  an  executor  to  carry  on  a  testator's  business,' 

16.  Scarborough  v.  Watkins,  9  B.  29  So.  678,  87  A.  S.  R.  86. 
Mon.  (Ky.)  540,  50  Am.  Dec.  528.  1.  Note:  16  Ann.  Gas.  329. 

17.  Walbridge  v.  Day,  31  lU.  379,  2.  Greenland  v.  WaddeH,  116  N.  T. 
83  Am.  Dee.  227.  234,  22  N.  E.  367, 15  A.  S.  R.  400. 

18.  Pearce  v.  Smith,  2  Brev.  (S.  C.)      Note:  16  Ann.  Cas.  329. 

360,  4  Am.  Dec.  588.  3.  Dunning  v.  Ocean  Nat.  Bank,  61 

19.  Woolfork  V.  Sullivan,  23  Ala.  N.  Y.  497, 19  Am.  Rep.  293. 

548,  58  Am.  Dec.  305.  4.  Ford  v.  Ford,  70  Wis.  19,  33  N. 

20.  Wilson  V.  Stevens,  129  Ala.  630,  W.  188,  5  A.  S.  R.  117. 
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without  bond  will  not,  on  bis  resignation,  ordinarily  pass  to  an  admin- 
istrator de  bonis  non  with  the  will  annexed.  And  even  a  statute  pro- 
viding that  an  administrator  with  the  will  annexed  shall  exercise  all 
the  powers  and  authority,  and  possess  the  same  rights  and  interest, 
as  the  executors  named  therein,  will  not  in  such  cases  confer  on  such 
administrator  the  power  to  carry  on  the  testator's  business  without 
bond* 

518.  Power  to  Conduct  Business  of  Decedent. — There  is  some  con- 
flict on  the  question  whether  t^tamentary  power  conferred  on  an 
executor  to  carry  on  a  trade  or  business  on  behalf  of  an  estate  passes 
to  an  administrator  cum  testamento  annexo  or  de  bonis  non.  Some 
autliorities  hold  that  the  power  does  not  devolve,*'  while  others  take 
the  opposite  view.' 

Powers  as  to  Litigation 

519.  In  General.-— It  is  generally  held  that  an  administrator  de 

bonis  non  may  sue  on  choses  in  action  due  the  estate.*  When  a  cause 
of  action  is  such  that  the  original  administrator  might  have  sued  in 
his  representative  character,  the  right  of  action  devolves  on  the  admin- 
istrator de  bonis  non  of  the  intestate,  and  not  on  the  representatives 
of  the  original  administrator.'  An  administrator  d.  b.  n.  may  sue 
in  his  own  name  as  administrator,  on  notes  executed  to  a  former  ad- 
ministrator as  such,  and  which  have  come  into  the  hands  of  thia 
administrator  de  bonis  non  as  assets  of  the  estate."  The  same  holds 
true  of  a  bond  executed  to  the  former  administrator  as  such,  and  the 
right  to  sue  on  the  bond  is  in  the  administrator  d.  b.  n.  and  not  in 
the  pereonal  representative  of  the  first  administrator.**  On  the  other 
hand  it  hab  been  held  that  an  administrator  de  bonis  non  cannot 
maintain  an  action  for  the  price  of  goods  of  the  intestate  sold  by  the 
first  administrator.**  Under  statutes  in  most  jurisdictions  an  adminis- 
trator de  bonis  non  may  maintain  an  action  to  recover  the  assets  of 

5.  Schlickmiui  v.  Citizens  Nat.  Bank,  55  Am.  Dec  131. 

139  Ky.  268, 129  S.  W.  823,  29  L.R.A.  10.  White  v.  Beard,  5  Port.  (Ala.) 

(N.S.)  264.  94,  30  Am.  Dec.  552;  Sheets  v.  Pea- 

6.  Rubottom  t.  Morrow,  24  Ind.  202,  body,  6  Blackf.  (Ind.)  120,  38  Am. 
87  Am.  Dec.  324.  Dee.  132;  Maraman  t.  Trannell,  3 

Note:  40  L.RA.(N.S.)  203,  203.       Mete.  (Ky.)  146,  77  Am.  Dec.  1(J7; 

7.  Palmer  v.  Moore,  82  Ga.  177,  8  Smith  v.  Portescue,  45  N.  C.  127,  67 
S.  E.  180, 14  A.  S.  R.  147.  Am.  Dec  593;  Stair  t.  Tork  Nat. 

Note:  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  208.  As  to  Bank,  65  Pa.  St  364,  93  Am.  Dee. 

right  of  personal  representatives  gen-  759. 

erally  to  conduct  business  of  deceit,  11.  King  t.  Green,  2  Stew.  (Ala.) 

see  supra,  par.  142  et  aeq.  133,  19  Am.  Dec.  46;  Horskins  v.  Wil- 

8  Note:  40  L.R.A.  71.   As  to  ae-  liamson,  1  T.  TT.  P.  Charl.  (Ga.)  145, 

tions  by  personal  representatives  gen-  4  Am.  Dec.  703. 

erally,  see  supra,  par.  293  et  Seq.  12.  Ross  t.  Sutton,  1  Bailey  L.  (S. 

9.  Harney  t.  Dnteher,  15  Uo.  89,  C.)  126,  19  Am.  Dee.  660. 
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the  estate  wherever  they  may  be  found."  For  example,  he  may  main- 
tain an  action  for  assets  un  administered  by  the  first  administrator 
against  the  sole  distributee  of  th^  intestate,  who  has  paid  the  debts  of 
the  estate  and  taken  possession  of  the  assets.** 

520.  Avoidance  of  Fraudulent  Conveyances  of  Predecessor. — Gen- 
erally an  administrator  de  bonis  non  may  avoid  sales  and  transfers' 
made  by  his  predecessor  which  are  fraudulent  and  void  or  invalid,'* 
and  it  seems  that  he  may  apply  to  a  court  of  chancery  to  set  aside  a 
fraudulent  sale  of  the  assets,  without  joining  with  him  either  the 
distributees  or  creditors,  and  in  his  individual  name  recover  as  the 
representative  of  the  estate;  and  he  may  also  sue  at  law  when  the 
assets  can  be  identified,  and  the  fraudulent  vendee  has  paid  nothing 
for  them.  The  fraud  vitiates  tiie  sale  and  renders  his  title  void.'* 
But  in  some  states  the  courts  have  applied  the  doctrine  that  adminis- 
trators de  bonis  non  stand  in  the  place  of  the  first  administrator  or 
executor,  and  are  concluded  by  whatever  would  conclude  him,  and 
have  decided  that  an  administrator  d.  b.  n.  cannot  set  aside  any  con- 
veyance on  the  ground  of  fraud  which  would  be  conclusive  on  the 
original  administrator  or  executor." 

521.  Succession  to  Pending  Litigation. — ^In  certain  jurisdictions 
under  statutes  which  place  an  administrator  de  bonis  non  in  privity 
with  the  previous  administrator,  the  succeeding  representative  may 
prosecute  a  writ  of  error  without  revivor,  as  to  actions  commenced  by 
his  predecessor.'*  Where  an  administrator  dies  after  a  decree  for 
money  to  be  paid  out  of  the  assets  in  his  hands  and  an  administrator 
de  bonis  non  is  appointed,  the  modern  doctrine  is  that  such  adminis- 
trator de  bonis  non,  and  not  the  administrator  of  the  deceased  admin- 
istrator, is  the  proper  party  to  appeal  from  such  decree.'*  The  courts 
have  also  held  that  a  suit  in  equity  may  be  revived  by  an  administrator 
d.  b.  n.  after  the  death  of  the  administrator  by  whom  it  was  begun.-* 
It  seems  that  an  administrator  de  bonis  non  may  appeal  from  a  decree 
allowing  an  account  of  the  former  administrator  or  executor.'  Where 
letters  testamentary  have  been  revoked  on  account  of  the  birth  of  a 
posthumous  child  and  the  will  set  aside,  the  administrator  then  ap- 
pointed is  not  at  common  law  such  a  successor  to  the  executor  under 
the  will,  whose  letters  are  revoked,  that  he  can  be  made  a  party  to  a 
suit  pending  against  such  executor.' 

13.  Jelke     Goldsmith,  52  Ohio  St.  72  Am.  Dec.  190. 

499,  40  N.  E.  167,  49  A.  S.  R.  730.  19.  Miller  v.  NeflE,  33  W.  Va.  197, 10 

14.  KeUy  v.  KeUy,  9  Ala.  908,  44  S.  E.  378,  6  L.R.A.  515. 

Am.  Dec.  469.  20.  Fletcher  v.  Saunden,  7  Dana 

16.  Note:  40  L.R.A.  72.  (Ky.)  345,  32  Am.  Dee.  06. 

16.  Swink  v.  Snodgrass,  17  Ala.  653,  1.  Wiggins  v.  Swett,  6  Ifete.  (Uatt.) 
62  Am.  Dec.  100.  104,  30  Am.  Dee.  716. 

17.  Steele  v.  Atkinson,  14  S.  C.  154,  2.  Martin  v.  Broaeh,  6  Oa.  21,  60 


37  Am.  Rep.  728. 
18.  Mayer  v.  McLuie^  36  Miss.  380, 


Am.  Dec.  306. 
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522.  Effect  of  Judgments  Entered  during  Term  of  Predecessor. — 

Since  at  common  law  there  was  no  privity  between  an  administrator 
and  administrator  de  bonis  npn,  if  an  administrator  recovered  a 
judgment,  and  died  before  collecting,  it  became  ineffectual  and  the 
administrator  de  bonis  non  could  not  sue  on  it,  or  avail  himself  of  it 
■in  any  way.*  In  like  manner  judgments  against  the  predecessor  were 
not  available  against  the  administrator  d.  b.  n.*  But  in  most  juris- 
dictions to-day  an  administrator  d.  b.  n.  has  standing  to  revive  or 
issue  execution  on  a  judgment  recovered  by  his  predecessor.'  It 
should  be  noted,  however,  that  in  some  states  the  statutes  have  con- 
ferred the  right  on  ah  administrator  d.  b.  n.  to  issue  execution  on 
judgments  recovered  by  his  predecessor  without  conferring  a  cor- 
responding right  on  his  adversaries  or  rendering  the  acts  or  admissions 
of  or  judgments  against  the  administrator  in  chief  binding  on  his 
successor*  A  judgment  in  ejectment  in  favor  of  an  executor  or  ad- 
ministrator against  heirs  or  devisees  will  be  conclusive  against  them 
in  a  subsequent  action  of  ejectment  for  the  premises  by  an  adminis- 
trator de  bonis  non,  when  the  defendants  show  no  right  to  the  prem- 
ises acquired  subsequent  to  the  rendition  of  that  judgment.'  In  har- 
mony with  the  view  that  privity  exists  between  an  administrator  in 
chief  and  one  d.  b.  n.,  the  courts  have  held  that  the  latter  may  act 
under  an  order  of  court  directing  a  sale  of  real  estate  when,  the  order 
was  entered  during  the  term  of  office  of  his  predecessor.* 

Right  to  Sw  Predeee880T 

523.  Rule  at  Common  Law. — Since  an  administrator  de  bonis  non 
was  at  common  law  entitled  only  to  the  property  remaining  in  kind 
that  was  left  unadministered  by  his  predecessor,  he  could  maintain 
no  action  to  recover  for  conversion  by  his  predecessor.'  In  such  cases 
it  was  held  that  the  right  of  action  was  in  the  heirs  or  distributees  or 
creditors."  Thus,  the  representatives  of  an  executor  could  be  com- 
pelled to  account  for  the  proceeds  of  the  estate  of  the  testator  by  the 

3.  Graves  v.  riowers,  51  Ala.  402,  23  Miss.  389,  72  Am.  Dee.  190. 

Am.  Rep,  555;  AIsop  v.  Mather,  8  6.  Graves  v.  Flowers,  51  Ala.  402, 

Conn.  584,  21  Am.  Dec.  703;  Chamber-  23  Am.  Rep.  555. 

Iain's  Appeal,  70  Conn.  363,  39  Atl.  7.  Hunt  v.  Payne,  29  Vt  172,  70- 

734,  41  L.R.A.  204.  Am.  Dee.  402. 

.   Notes:  24  Am.  Dec.  387;  2  Eng.  8.  Albright  v.  Bangs,  72  Kan.  435, 

Rul.  Cas.  199.  83  Pac.  1030,  115  A.  S.  R.  219. 

4.  Graves  v.  Flowers,  51  Ala.  402,  9.  Note:  40  L.R.A.  72. 

23  Am.  Rep.  555;  Alsop  v.  Mather,  B  10.  Stubblefield    v.    McRaven,  6 

Conn.  684,  21  Am.  Dec.  703;  Chamb-  Smedes  &  M.  (Miss.)  130,  43  Am.  Dec. 

eriain's  Appeal,  70  Conn.  363,  39  Atl.  502;  Foster  v.  Wise,  46  Ohio  St.  26, 

734,  41  L.R,A.  204.  16  N.  E.  687,  15  A.  S.  R.  542. 

5.  Graves  v.  Flowers,  61  Ala.  402,  Note:  40  I..R.A.  33. 
23  Am.  Rep.  555;  Mayer  v.  McLure,  36 
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heire  of  the  latter,  without  an  administration  de  bonis  non  on  the 
testator's  estate.**  In  like  manner  when  executors  or  administrators 
die  without  paying  the  debts  of  their  decedent,  and  have  changed  the 
specific  character  of  the  goods  or  debts  of  the  estate,  the  creditors  may 
recover  the  funds  so  converted  from  the  personal  representative  of 
the  executor  or  administrator."  Nor  could  an  administrator  de  bonis 
non  at  common  law  sue  his  predecessor  in  administration  for  a 
breach  of  duty,**  or  to  recover  assets  converted  to  his  own  \ise.** 
Moneys  received  by  an  administrator  and  mingled  with  his  own  or 
other  assets  sold,  wasted  or  misapplied  or  converted  to  his  own  use 
were  regarded,  so  far  as  the  rights  and  powers  of  an  administrator  de 
bonis  non  are  concerned,  as  already  administered,  and  therefore  the 
latter  acquired  no  title  to  such  assets  and  had  no  right  to  bring'an 
action  against  anyone  for  their  recovery." 

524.  Statutory  Rule. — The  statutes  have  enlarged  the  powers, 
duties  and  liabilities  of  an  administrator  de  bonis  non,  so  that  he  is 
now  generally  authorized  and  required  to  call  an  administrator  in 
chief  to  a  settlement  of  his  accounts,  and  to  recover  from  him  for  a 
devastavit,  as  well  as  the  assets  remaining  in  specie  in  his  hands.** 
After  his  appointment  the  administrator  de  bonis  non  becomes  entitled 
under  such  statutes  to  sue  not  only  the  former  executor,  but  also  the 
sureties  on  his  administration  bond,  for  the  indebtedness  of  such 
former  executor  to  the  estate  on  account  of  assets  received  by  hira 
and  converted  to  his  own  use."  The  fact  that  a  judgment  against  an 
executor  who  has  been  removed  from  office  does  not  order  the  amount 
to  be  paid  to  the  administrator  de  bonis  non,  who  is  not  appointed 
at  the  time,  does  not  prevent  a  recovery  on  the  executor's  bond  by 
such  administrator,  when  he  is  appointed,  of  the  amount  found  due 
from  the  executor  to  the  estate.** 

525.  Particular  Actions  Maintainable  against  Predecessor. — Tn 
order  tliat  an  administrator  de  bonis  non  may  recover  from  his  prede- 

11.  Groff  T.  Casfleman,  5  Rand.  State  v.  Moore,  33  N.  C.  160,  53  Am. 
(Va.)- 105, 16  Am.  Dec.  741.  Dec.  401;  Stair  v.  York  Nat.  Bank,  55 

12.  Potts  V.  Smith,  3  Rawle  (Pa.)  Pa.  St.  3C4,  93  Am.  Dec.  759;  Garv 
361,  24  Am.  Dee.  359  and  note.  v.  People's  National  Bank,  26  S.  C. 

13.  Graham  v.  State,  7  Ind.  470,  65  538,  2  S.  E.  568,  4  A.  S.  R.  733;  Green 
Am.  Dec.  745.  v.  Sargeaut,  23  Vt.  466,  66  Am.  Dec. 

14.  Hodtrc  V.  Hodge,  90  Me.  505,  38  88. 

Atl.  535,  60  A.  S.  R.  286,  40  L.RA.  Notes:  24  Am.  Dec.  385  :  40  L.R.A. 

33.  74. 

15.  Morrow  v.  Fidelity,  etc.,  Co.,  17.  Nevitt  v.  Woodbum,  160  II1..203. 
100  Md.  256,  59  AtL  735,  108  A.  S.  43  N.  E.  385,  52  A.  S.  R.  315;  Judge  of 
K.  410  and  note.  Probate  v.  Cloggett,  36  N.  H.  381,  72 

16.  Groves  v.  Flowers,  61  Ala.  402,  Am.  Dec.  314;  Foster  v.  Wise;  46  Ohio 
23  Am.  Rep.  555;  Charaberlin'a  Ap-  St.  20,  16  N.  E.  687,  15  A.  S.  R.  5-42. 
peal,  70  Conn.  363,  39  Ati.  734,  41  Note:  65  Am.  Dec.  746. 

L.R.A.  204;  Judge  of  Prxjbate  v.  Clftg-  18.  Nevitt  v.  Woodbiim,  160  HI.  203, 
gett,  36  N.  H.  381,  72  Am.  Dec.  314;  43  N.  £.  385,  52  A.  S.  R.  315. 
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cesser  in  office  assets  belonging  to  the  estate,  he  has  the  right  to  insti- 
tute any  form  of  proceeding  that  may  be  appropriate  to  that  end,** 
for  instance,  an  action  of  trover,-*'  or  he  may  sue  to  enjoin  the  original 
executor  or  adminidtrator  from  collecting  debts  due  the  estate,  or  other- 
wise meddling  with  the  estate;  *  and  generally  by  statute  he  is  author- 
ized to  sue  his  predecessor  for  an  accounting.*  But  where  an  account- 
ing has  once  been  duly  made  by  an  executor  or  administrator  to  his 
successor  in  office  with  the  approval  of  the  court  and  such  original 
appointee  has  been  duly  discharged,  he  cannot  as  a  rule  be  required 
to  again  make  an  accounting  to  other  personal  representatives  of  the 
original  decedent  who  may  thereafter  be  appointed  d.  b.  n.* 

526.  Limitations  as  to  Right  of  Action. — Where  an  indebtedness 
from  an  administrator  to  the  estate  has  been  converted  into  assets 
by  his  appointment,  it  will  not  be  revived  by  the  death  or  removal 
of  the  administrator  m  that  it  can  be  sued  by  an  administrator  de 
bonis  non,*  Neither  can  an  administrator  de  bonis  non  demand 
money  collected  by  the  former  administrator  in  a  foreign  state,  the 
latter  being  responsible  under  the  laws  of  such  state  for  the  disposition 
of  the  chattels  that  came  to  his  hands,  according  to  the  requirements 
of  those  laws  *  Since  a  formal  discharge  of  an  executor  after  due 
notice  and  the  final  settlement  of  his  accounts  has  the  finality  in  ordi- 
nary cases  of  a  judgment  of  the  court  conclusive  on  collateral  attack,* 
an  administrator  d.  b.  n.  is  concluded  thereby  and  cannot  maintain 
a  bill  in  equity  against  his  predecessor  merely  on  the  charge  that  the 
account  was  suddenly  passed,  that  the  inventory  and  account  were 
false,  and  that  certain  vouchers  and  evidence  of  debt  mentioned  there- 
in were  not  filed.'  Nevertheless  in  some  stat^  an  executor  or  adminis- 
trator who  has  resigned  his  trust,  settled  his  accounts,  and  received 
his  discharge  may  be  cited  before  the  court  by  his  successor,  and 
required  to  account  for  property  converted  by  him  and  not  included 
in  his  former  accounts.^ 

19.  Jdke  T.  Goldsmith,  52  Ohio  (S.  C.)  207,  16  Am.  Dee.  643,  over- 
St.  499,  40  N.  E.  167,  49  A.  S.  R.  ruled  on  another  point  by  Taylor  v. 
730.  Tuylor,  2  Rich.  Eq.  (S.  C.)  123. 

20.  Foster  v.  Brown,  1  Bailey  L.  4.  Ifodge  v.  Hodge,  90  Me.  505.  38 
(S.  C.)  221,  in  Am.  Dec.  672.  Atl.  535,  60  A.  S.  R.  285,  40  L.li.A. 

1.  Stubbleficld     v.     McRaven,     5  33. 

Sniedes  &  M.  (Miss.)  130,  43  Am.  Dec.  5.  Dorsey  v.  Dorsey,  5  J.  J.  Marsh. 
602.  (Ky.)  280,  22  Am.  Deo;  33. 

2.  Fay  v.  Muzzey,  13  Gray  (Mass.)      6.  See  supra,  par.  102. 

53,  74  Am.  Dee.  619;  Hocking  Val.  R.  7.  Stubblefleid     v.     McRaven,  5 

Co.  V.  "White,  87  Ohio  St.  413,  101  Smedes  &  M.  (Miss.)  130,  43  Am.  Dec 

N.  E.  354,  Ann.  Gas.  1914A  190.  502. 

Notes:  8  A.  S.  R.  684  ;  40  L.R.A-  8.  Kadovich's  Estate,  74  Cal.  536, 16 


73. 


Pftc.  321,  6  A.  S.  B.  46fi. 


S.  league  v.  Dendy,  2  MoCord  Eq. 
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XIV.  FOEEIQN  AND  AUCILLAEY  ADMINISTRATORS 

General  Rightt  and  Powers 

527.  Distinctions  as  to  Domiciliary  and  Ancillary  Administration. — 

In  the  same  estate  there  may  be  two  administrations,  one  domiciliary 
and  the  other  ancillary.  Whenever  authority  to  administer  the  estate 
of  a  decedent,  whether  testate  or  intestate,  is  granted  in  two  or  more 
competent  jurisdictions,  the  principal  administration  or  appointment 
must  be  that  where  the  deceased  had  his  last  domicil ;  and  the  adminis- 
tration or  appointment  which  is  granted  elsewhere,  because  of  local 
property  or  assets,  is  ancillary  merely.*  The  distinction  between 
domiciliary  and  ancillary  administration  is  said  to  have  had  its  origin 
in  the  doctrine  that  the  law  of  the  domicil  of  the  owner  of  personal 
property  governs  in  ragard  to  the  right  of  succession.*"  All  the  author- 
ities concur  in  the  conclusion  that  according  to  the  principles  of  inter- 
national law,  universally  adopted,  the  administration  had  at  the 
domicil  of  the  decedent  is  to  be  regarded  as  the  principal  adminis- 
tration,'* and  that  all  foreign  adminiptrations,  granted  by  reason  of 
personal  as^ts  being  found  at  the  death  of  the  decedent  in  a  state 
foreign  to  that  of  the  domicil,  are  subordinate.  The  exact  relations 
subsisting  between  the  oneinal  nnd  the  ancillary  administrations  are 
differently  ^timatcd  by  different  courts,  but  all  recognize  some  degree 
of  subservience  on  the  part  of  the  ancillary  administration  to  the 
administration  of  the  domicil.**  If  a  person,  for  many  years  a 
resident  of  one  state,  is  temporarily  in  another  state  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  and  administration  is  had  on  his  estate  in  both  states,  the 
administration  in  the  state  of  his  real  legal  residence  is  the  principal 
administration,  and  that  of  the  other  state  is  simply  ancillary.** 

528.  Nature  of  Domiciliary  Administration. — According  to  the 
doctrines  of  the  common  law  personal  property  during  the  lifetime  of 
the  owner  has  no  fixed  legal  situs,  but  follows  the  domicil  of  the 
owner,  wherever  that  may  be.*^  The  domiciliary  adminis^ator  be- 
comes invested  with  the  title  to  all  the  personal  property  of  the 
deceased,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  the  effects  of  the  estate,  paying 
the  debts,  and  making  distribution  of  the  residue  according  to  the 
law  of  the  place  or  directions  of  the  will,  as  the  case  may  be.**  Aceord- 

«.  In  re  Gable,  79  Iowa  178,  44  N.  103  Moss.  245,  4  Am.  Rep.  548;  Cnre- 

W.  352,  9  L.R.A.  218;  Cureton  v.  ton  t.  Mills,  13  S.  G.  409,  36  Am.  Rep. 

Mills,  13  S.  C.  409,  36  Am.  Rep.  700;  700. 

Gravely  v.  Gravely,  25  S.  C.  1,  60  12.  Cnreton  v.  Mills,  13  S.  C.  409, 

Am.  Rep.  478.  36  Am.  Rep.  700. 

Note:  45  A.  S.  R.  664.  13.  Bealey  v.  Smith,  158  Mo.  615, 

10.  Cureton  v.  Mills,  13  S.  C.  409,  59  S.  W.  984,  81  A.  S.  R.  317. 

36  Am.  Rep.  700.  14.  Moore  v.  Jordan,  36  Kan.  271, 

Note:  45  A.  S.  R.  664.  13  Par.  337,  59  Am.  Rep.  560;  Cure- 

11.  Moore  v.  Jordan,  36  Kan.  271,  ton  v.  Mills,  13  S.  C.  409,  36  Am.  Rep. 
13  Pac.  337,  59  Am.  Rep.  550;  Merrill  700.   See  also  supra,  par.  267. 

T.  New  Ei^land  Mnt.  life  Im.  Co.,  16.  Moore  r.  Jordan,  36  Kan.  271, 
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ingly  under  the  common  law  such  domiciliary  executor  could  assign 
personalty  having  its  situs  in  another  jurisdictaon.^'  It  is  one  of  the 
necessary  deductions  from  the  general  character  ascribed  to  adminis- 
tration at  the  domicil  of  the  decedent,  by  the  authorities,  that  such 
administration  is,  in  its  nature,  general  and  unlimited,  while  the 
ancillary  administration  is  both  special  and  limited. 

529.  Powers  of  Ancillary  Administrators. — ^If  there  are  assets  in 
another  state  than  that  in  which  the  principal  letters  testamentary  or 
of  administration  are  granted,  ancillary  administration  may  be  ob* 
tained  in  such  other  states."  Ancillary  or  auxiliary  administration  is 
that  which  is  granted  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  a  government  other 
than  that  of  the  decedent's  domicil,  for  the  due  collection  and  dis- 
position of  such  personal  property  as  the  deceased  left  within  the  juris- 
diction of  that  governments^  Although  it  has  been  said  that  an 
^ciliary  administrator  is  in  some  senses  the  deputy  or  agent  of  the 
domiciliary  representative,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  he  receives 
his  authority  not  from  the  executor  but  under  a  different  law,  that 
he  administers  the  estate  which  comes  to  his  hands  under  a  law  dif- 
f^nt  from  and  perhaps  conflicting  with  the  law  of  the  domicil,'* 
and  that  he  is  not  answerable  for  his  conduct  to  tlie  domiciliary  repre- 
sentative.-" It  more  properly  has  been  said  that  ancillary  adminis- 
tration is  special  and  limited;  that  it  is  special  because  it  extends 
merely  to  such  personal  effeclf  of  the  decedent  as  may  be  found  at  his 
death  in  the  place  of  ancillary  administration,  while  the  scope  of  the 
original  administration  is  commensurate  with  the  whole  personal 
estate  of  the  decedent  wherever  situated,  and  that  it  is  limited  in 
the  sense  that  the  objects  to  which  the  administration  looks  do  not 
comprehend  all  that  are  appropriate  to  the  original  administration.^ 
The  ancillary  administrator  is  concerned  with  and  has  authority  to 
collect  the  debts  and  receive  the  assets  situate  in  the  state  where  tho 
administration  is  granted.*  It  is  his  duty  to  collect  the  debts  due  the 
deceased  in  the  state  in  which  he  has  been  appointed,  to  convert  the 
personal  property  into  money,  and  <m  a  settlement  of  the  adminis- 
tration account  to  b'ansmit  the  balance  found  in  the  hands  of  the 


13  Pac.  337,  59  Am.  Rep.  550;  Merrill  18.  Goodall  v.  Marshall,  U  N.  H. 

V.  New  England  Mut.  Life  Ins.  Co.,  S8,  35  Am.  Dec.  472. 

103Mass.245,  4Am.  Rep.  548:Bealey  19.  Goodall  v.  Marshall,  11  N.  H. 

V.  Smith,  158  Mo.  515,  59  S.  W.  984,  88.  35  Am.  Dee.  472. 

81  A.  S.  R.  317.  20.  Price  v.  Ward,  25  Nev.  203,  58 

16.  Murphy  v.  Grouse,  135  Ca!.  14,  Pac.  849,  46  L.R.A.  459. 

66  Pac.  971,  87  A.  S.  R.  90.   But  the  1.  Cureton  v.  Mills,  13  S.  C.  409, 

common  law  rule  in  question  has  been  36  Am.  Rep.  700. 

abolished  in  California.  2.  Equitable   Life   Assur.   Soe.  t. 

17.  McCuIlv  V.  Cooper,  114  Cal,  258,  Vogel,  76  Ala.  441,  52  Am.  Rep.  344; 
46  Pae.  82,  55  A.  S.  R.  66,  35  LS..A.  Price  v.  Ward,  25  Nev.  203,  58  Pac. 
492.  849,  46  LJR^.  459. 

Note:  36  Am.  Deo.  486. 
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administrator,  if  so  directed,  to  the  place  of  the  domicil It  does  not ' 
seem  to  be  essential  that  administration  be  taken  out  in  the  place  of 
the  domicil  of  the  deceased  before  an  administrator  is  appointed  in 
the  state  or  country  where  the  ancillary  administration  is  necessary.* 

530.  Right  of  Domiciliary  Representative  to  Procure  Ancillary 
Letters. — A  testator  has  the  right  to  appoint  different  executors  in 
di£Ferent  countries  or  states  where  he  has  effects  in  more  than  one 
jurisdiction,*  but  if  he  does  not  exercise  this  right,  ancillary  adminis- 
tration may  be  granted  to  the  executor  or  to  another The  adminis- 
trator of  the  domicil  is  often  preferred  in  granting  administration  in 
a  foreign  country,'  and  in  some  jurisdictions  the  domiciliary  executor 
or  administrator  has  the  right  to  app^y  for  and  receive  the  appoint- 
ment of  ancillary  administration,  or  to  secure  it  to  his  nominee.^  But 
since  statutes  supersede  common  law  rules  and  customs,  and  there  has 
been  considerable  legislation  on  the  subject  in  every  state,  the  question 
becomes  largely  one  of  interpretation  or  of  application  of  statutes.* 

531.  Privity  as  between  Domiciliary  and  Ancillary  Representa- 
tives.— Although  a  domiciliary  and  an  ancillary  representative  are  in 
privity  with  the  decedent  there  is  no  privity  between  tliemselves.'^ 
Hence  estoppels  in  favor  of  or  against  one  do  not  bind  or  affect  the 
other.i*  Each  has  to  do  only  with  the  property  of  the  estate  within 
his  own  jurisdiction,  and  a  judgment  against  him  binds  only  such 
property/*  and  will  not  furnish  the  basis  of  a  right  of  action  against 

3.  Ooodall  V.  Marshall,  11  N.  H.  88,  St.  330,  82  Atl.  475,  Ann.  Cas.  1913B 
35  Am.  Dec.  472  aod  note.  024  and  note,  39  L.R.A.(N.S.)  430. 

4.  Note:  35  Am.  Dec.  486.  11.  Wilson  v.  Hartford  Fire  Ins. 
6.  Hunter  v.  Bryson,  5  Gill  &  J.  Co.,  1G4  Fed.  817,  00  C.  C.  A.  593,  19 

(Md.)  483,  25  Am.  Dec.  313.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  553;  McGarvey  v.  Dam- 

6.  Murdoch  v.  Murdoch,  81  Conn,  all,  134  111.  367,  25  N.  E.  1005,  10 
681,  72  Atl.  290,  129  A.  S.  R.  231;  L.R.A.  8G1:  Thomas  v.  Williams,  80 
Graveley  v.  Graveley,  25  S.  C.  1,  60  Kan.  632,  103  Pac.  772,  25  L.R.A. 
Am.  Rep.  478.  (N.S.)  1304;  Merrill  v.  New  England 

7.  Fletcher  v.  Sanders,  7  Dana  Mat.  Life  Ins.  Co.,  103  Mass.  245,  4 
(Ky.)  345,  32  Am.  Dec.  96;  Andrews  Am.  Kep.  543;  Brailhwaite  v.  Harvey, 
V.  Avory,  14  Grat.  (Va.)  229,  73  Am.  14  Mont.  208,  36  Pac.  38,  43  A.  S.  R. 
Dec.  355;  Enohin  v.  Wylie,  10  H.  L.  625,  27  L.R.A.  101;  Leonard  v.  Put- 
Cas.  1,  31  L.  J.  Ch.  402,  2  Eng.  Rul.  nam,  51  N.  H.  247,  12  Am.  Rep.  106; 
Cm.  56.  Hare  v.  O'Brien,  233  Pa.  St.  330,  82 

Notes:  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  859;  Ann.  Atl.  475,  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  624  and 

Cas.  1913B  U65;  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  note,  39  L.R.A.(N.S.)  430;  Graveley 

124.  V.  Graveley,  25  S.  C.  1,  60  Am.  Rep. 

8.  McCully  V.  Cooper,  114  Cal.  258,  478;  Manning  v.  Loighton,  65  Vt.  84, 
46  Pac.  82,  55  A.  S.  R.  66,  35  L.R.A.  26  Atl.  258,  24  L.R.A.  684. 

492;  Matter  of  Meier,  165  Cal.  456,  Note:  45  A.  S.  R.  671. 

132  Pac.  764,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  121  12.  Wilson  v.  Hartford  Fire  Ins. 

iind  note,  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  858.  Co.,  164  Fed.  817,  90  C.  C.  A.  593, 

9.  Note:  48  L.R.A. (N.S.)  859.  19  L.R.A.(N.S.)  553. 

10.  Brailhwaite  v.  Harvey,  14  Mont.  13.  Thomas  v.  Williams,  80  Kan. 
208,  36  Pac.  38,  43  A.  S.  R.  625,  27  632,  103  Pac  772,  25  LJt.A.(N.S.) 
L.R.A.  101:  Hare     O'Brien,  233  Pa.  1304. 
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the  other  administrator,**  even  when  the  same  person  has  received 
letters  of  administration  in  each  jurisdiction."  It  has  also  been  held 
to  be  immaterial  that  the  administrator  in  the  second  jurisdiction  par- 
ticipated in  the  defense  of  the  action  in  the  other  state.*'  In  accord- 
ance with  these  principles  the  courts  hold  that  a  judgment  of  a  court 
of  one  state  against  the  administrator  of  a  deceased  person,  appointed 
by  the  courts  of  that  state,  which  establishes  a  claim  against  the  dece- 
dent's estate,  is  not  even  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  validity  of  the 
claim  as  against  lands  situated  in  another  state.*' 


Powers  of  Domiciliary  Representative  over  Assets  beyond  Jurisdiction 

532.  Territorial  Limitation  of  Authority. — ^It  is  an  elementary 
principle  that  letters  testamentary  or  of  administration  have  no  legal 

fon*e  or  effect  beyond  the  territorial  limits  of  the  state  in  which 
they  are  granted.*^  Whatever  operation  is  allowed  to  it  beyond  the 
original  territory  of  the  grant  is  a  mere  matter  of  comity,  which 
every  nation  is  at  liberty  to  yield  or  to  withhold,  according  to  its 
own  policy  and  pleasure,  with  reference  to  its  o^vn  institutions  and 
the  interests  of  its  own  citizens.**  Yet  a  title  acquired  through  foreign 
administration  is  universally  respected  by  comity  of  nations.-®  This 
comity,  however,  does  not  extend  so  far  as  to  permit  a  foreign  repre- 


14.  MeGarvey  v.  Darnall,  134  111.  230;  Schneller  v.  Vance,  8  Ln.  506,  28 
367,  25  N.  E.  1005,  10  L.H.A.  801;  Am.  Dec.  140;  Biirbnnk  v.  Payne.  17 
Eraithwaite  v.  Harvey,  14  Mont.  208,  La.  Ann.  15,  87  Am.  Dec.  513;  Smith 
36  Pac.  38,  43  A.  S.  R.  625,  27  L.R.A.  v.  Howard,  86  Me.  203,  29  All.  1008, 
101  and  note;  Jones  v.  Jones,  15  Tex.  41  A.  S.  R.  537;  I3rown  v.  Smith,  101 
46;i.  63  Am.  Dec.  174.  Me.  545,  64  Atl.  915,  115  A.  S.  R. 

15.  Ela  V.  Edwards,  13  Allen  33!);  Sheldon  v.  Rice,  30  Mich.  296, 
(Mass.)  48,  90  Am.  Dec.  174  and  18  Am.  Rep.  136;  Reynolds  v.  MeMu!- 
note;  Braithwaite  v.  Harvey,  14  Mont,  !en,  55  Mich.  568,  22  N.  W.  41,  54 
208,  36  Pac.  38,  43  A.  S«  R.  625,  27  Am.  Rep.  386;  Scripps  v.  Wayne  Pro- 
L.R.A.  101.  bate  Judge,  131  Mich.  265,  90  N.  W. 

16.  Judy  V.  Kelley,  11  III.  211,  50  JOOl,  100  A.  S.  R.  014;  Vroora  v.  Van 
Am.  Dec.  455;  Braithwaite  v.  Tlarvey,  Home,  10  Paige  (N.  Y.)  549,  42  Am. 
14  Mont.  208.  36  Pac.  38,  43  A.  S,  B,  Dec.  94;  Governor  v.  Williams,  25  N. 
625,  27  L  R.A.  101.  C.  152,  38  Am.  Dec.  712;  In  re  Craw- 

17.  MeGarvey  v.  Darnall,  134  lU.  ford,  63  Ohio  St.  58,  67  N.  E.  156,  96 
3G7,  25  N.  E.  1005,  10  L.R.A.  861.  A.  S.  U.  048;  Dial  v.  Gary,  14  S.  C. 

18.  Wilson  V.  Hartford  Fire  Ins.  573,  37  Am.  Rep.  737;  Bliss  v.  Tidrick, 
Co.,  164  Fed.  817,  90  C.  C.  A.  5!)3,  19  25  S.  D.  533,  127  N.  W.  852.  Ann. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  553;  Gravson  v.  Rob-  Cns.  1912C  671,  32  L.R.A.(N.S.)  854; 
ertson,  122  Ala.  330,  25  So.  229,  82  Andrews  v.  Avory,  14  Grat.  (Va.)  229, 
A.  S.  R.  80;  McCully  v.  Cooper,  114  73  Am.  Dec.  355. 

Cal.  258,  46  Pac.  82,  55  A.  S.  R.  66,  Notes:  76  Am.  Dec.  669  ;  45  A.  S. 

35  L.R.A.  402;  Judy  v.  Kelley,  11  III.  R.  065;  9  L.R.A.  244. 

211,  50  Am.  Dec.  455;  Fletcher  v.  19.  Revnolds  v.  McMullen,  55  Mich. 

Sanders,  7  Dana  (Ky.)  345,  32  Am.  568.  22  N.  W.  41,  54  Am.  Rep.  386. 

Dec.  96  and  note;  Suc(>ps.<;ion  of  Pn^k-  20.  Petersen  v.  Chemical  Baok.  SQ 

wood,  12  Rob.  (La.)  334,  43  Am.  Deo.  N.  Y.  21,  88  Am.  Dee.  29& 
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Bentative  to  take  posse^on  of  and  remove  assets  beyond  the  jurisdic-- 
tion  of  the  state,  when  such  removal  may  be  prejudicial  to  creditors 
who  are  citizens  of  the  state.*  Under  this  principle  a  grant  of  admin- 
istration in  England  will  not  extend  to  the  colonies,  and  an  admin- 
istrator appointed' in  a  foreign  countjy  has  no  authority  in  the  United 
States;  also  letters  of  administration  granted  in  one  of  the  states  are 
of  no  authority  in  anothei*.*  This  limitation  of  authority  was  derived 
by  analogy  to  the  practice  of  the  ecclesiastical  courts  wherein  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  ordinary  was  bounded  by  the  confines  of  the  dio- 
cese, and  having  no  authority  beyond  such  limits,  he  could  confer 
none.'  Since  courts  have  no  jurisdiction  over  assets  of  a  decedent 
in  a  foreign  sovereignty,  an  executor  or  administrator  deriving  author^ 
ity  from  them  has  no  right  to  go  into  such  foreign  territory  and 
exercise  his  official  functions  over  property  there.*  This  theory  of 
administration  that  the  right  and  lability  of  executors  and  admin- 
istrators is  purely  representative  and  exists  only  by  force  of  the 
ofiicial  character,  and  so  cannot  pass  beyond  the  jurisdiction  which 
grants  it,  is  generally  accepted.*  If  an  executor  or  administrator  is 
permitted  to  exercise  any  control  over  property  beyond  such  juris- 
diction, or  to  make  any  disposition  of  it  there,  the  authority  to  do 
so  must  come  from  the  statutes  of  the  foreign  jurisdiction,  or  it 
must  be  permitted  of  mere  comity.'  Even  an  a!dministrator  with 
the  will  annexed  cannot  intermeddle  with  the  effects  of  the  testator 
in  another  state  unless  permitted  to  'lo  so  by  its  laws.'  Although 
a  testator  devises  his  property  to  his  executors  named  in  his  will,  to 
be  held  in  trust  as  therein  specified,  this  does  not  autbori;:e  them  to 
administer  the  trust  as  to  property  situate  in  another  state  in  any 
other  way  or  manner  than  subject  to  its  laws.' 

533.  Duty  to  Collect  Assets  beyond  Jurisdiction. — Notwithstanding 
the  well  recognized  limitations  on  the  authority  of  executors  and 
administrators  in  reference  to  property  belonging  to  the  estate  of 
the  decedent  located  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  in  which 

1.  In  re  Viosca,  197  Pa.  St.  280,  47     Note:  76  Am.  Dec.  668. 

Atl.  233,  51  L.R.A.  876.  5.  Jefferson  v.  Beall,  117  Ala.  430, 

2.  Jackson  v.  Johnson,  34  Ga.  511,  23  So.  44,  67  A.  S.  R.  177;  WillianiB 
89  Am.  Dee.  263;  Williama  v.  Storrs,  v.  Storrs,  6  Johns.  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  353, 
6  Johns.  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  353, 10  Am.  Dec.  30  Ath.  Dee.  340;  Laughlin  v.  Solomon, 
340;  Vaughn  v.  Barret,  5  Vt.  333,  26  180  Pa.  St.  177,  36  Atl.  704,  57  A.  S. 
Am.  Dec.  306;  Preston  v.  Melville,  8  R.  683. 

CI.  &  F.  1,  2  Eng.  Rul.  Cas^  78;  In  6.  Moore  v.  Jordan,  36  Kan.  271, 13 

Goods  of  Gaynor,  U  R.  1  P.  &  D.  723,  Pac.  337,  59  Am.  Rep.  550;  SheMon 

38  L.  J.  P.  &  M.  79, 12  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  v.  Rioe,  30  Mich.  296,  18  Am.  Rep. 

3.  136. 

3.  Leonard  v.  Putnam,  51  N.  H.  247,  7.  In  .^e  Crawford,  68  Ohio  St.  58, 
12  Aro.  Rep.  106.  07  N.  E.  156,  96  A.  S.  R.  648. 

4.  Olney  v.  Angcll,  5  R.  I.  198,  73  8.  In  re  Crawford,  68  Ohio  St.  68, 


Am.  Dee.  62. 


n7  N.  E.  Ifia,  96  A.  S.  R.  648. 


E.  C.  L.  Vol.  XI.— 28. 
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the  letters  of  administration  have  been  granted,  as  stated  in  the  pre- 
ceding paragraph,  still  it  is  the  duty  of  a  domiciliary  representative 
to  gather  in  and  account  for  foreign  assets  of  his  testator,  to  the 
extent  of  his  ability  to  do  so,  and  the  court  of  J.he  domicil  may 
compel  him  to  account  for  his  wilful  neglect  to  perform  such  duty> 
Any  other  rule  would  invite  neglect  and  consequent  waste  and  dis- 
sipation of  assets.*'  If  securities  belonging  to  an  estate  have  been 
pledged  by  the  decedent  in  a  state  other  than  that  of  his  domicil, 
the  exigency  of  the  need  of  redeeming  the  pledged  securities  may 
require  the  domiciliary  executor  to  act  beyond  the  jurisdiction,  and 
to  redeem  such  securities.  In  such  a  case  the  administrator  may 
properly  expend  money  in  a  reasonable  effort  to  save  the  property  of 
his  intestate  situate  in  another  state,  and  his  so  doing  is  not  pre- 
vented by  any  rule  confining  the  adminUtration  of  assets  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  domicil.**  Where  the  assets  of  an  estate  situ- 
ated outside  the  domiciliary  jurisdiction  come  into  the  hands  of  an 
executor  or  administrator  by  voluntary  payment  or  administration, 
he  is  bound  to  account  for  them  in  the  domiciliary  jurisdiction.*^ 

534.  Acceptance  of  Voluntary  Payment. — A  domiciliary  represent- 
ative may,  as  a  general  rule,  accept  voluntary  payment  of  debts  from 
debtors  residing  outside  the  jurisdiction  in  which  the  grant  of  letters 
has  been  made.*'  The  rule  has  sometimes  been  stated  that  where 
there  are  no  debts  due  from  the  estate  in  the  jurisdiction  where  a 
foreign  debtor  of  the  estate  resides,  and  no  ancillary  administration 
has  been  granted  there,  the  principal  administrator  may,  in  such 
foreign  state,  receive  a  voluntary  payment  from  the  debtor,  which 
will  be  a  good  discharge  of  the  debt,  even  if  an  ancillary  adminis- 
trator should  be  afterward  appointed.**  Yet  in  many  jurisdictions 
the  element  of  the  absence  of  debts  due  by  the  estate  does  not  seem 
to  be  a  prerequisite  to  the  validity  of  a  voluntary  payment  to  the 
domiciliary  executor  or  administrator  by  a  nonresident  debtor.  The 
only  essential  requirement  seems  to  be  that  there  must  not  be  any 
ancillary  administration  at  the  residence  of  the  debtor  at  the  time 
of  payment.    A  voluntary  payment  made  in  this  manner  will  be 

9.  In  TB  Ortiz,  86  CaL  306,  24  Pae.  47  N.  W.  790,  11  L.R.A.  41;  Petersen 
1034,  21  A.  S.  R.  44.  v.  Chemical  Bank,  32  N.  T.  21,  88  Am. 

Note:  46  A.  S.  R.  670.  Dee.  298  and  note;  Schluter  t.  Bowery 

10.  Shine's  Estate,  166  Fa.  St.  121,  Sav.  Bank,  117  N.  T.  125,  22  N.  E. 
30  AU.  1028,  1030,  45  A.  S.  R.' 656  572,  15  .A.  S.  R.  494,  5  L.R.A.  541; 
and  note.  Maas  t.  German  Savings  Bank,  176 

11.  Shinn's  Estate,  166  Pa.  St.  121,  N.  W.  377,  68  N.  E.  658,  98  A.  S.  R. 
30  Atl.  1026,  1030,  45  A.  S.  R.  656.  689. 

12.  Fox  V.  Tav,  89  Cal.  339,  24  Pac.  14.  McCnIly  v.  Cooper,  114  Cal.  258, 
855,  26  Pac  897,  23  A.  S.  R.  474.        46  Pac.  82,  55  A.  S.  R.  66,  35  L.R.A. 

.    13.  McCulIy  v.  Cooper,  114  Cal.  258,  492;  Putnam  v.  Pitney,  45  Minn.  242, 
46  Pac.  82.  55  A.  S.  R.  66,  35  L.R.A.  47  N.  W.  790,  11  L.R.A.  41. 
492:  Putnam  v.  Pitney,  45  Minn.  242,     Note:  45  A.  S.  R.  667. 
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final  and  conclusive  as  against  an  ancillary  administrator  subsequently 
appointed.^*  In  such  cases  payment  by  a  foreign  debtor  to  the  dom- 
iciliary administrator  will  be  a  bar  to  a  suit  brought  by  an  ancillary 
administrator  subsequently  appointed.^'  It  has  even  been  held  that 
a  voluntary  payment  to  a  foreign  administrator  is  valid,  although 
a  local  administrator  has  been  appointed  in  the  state,  if  the  person 
paying  did  not  have  any  actual  notice  of  such  appointment.^'  The 
payment  to  the  foreign  administrator  is  good,  alUiough  such  admin- 
istrator has  neither  given  security  nor  recorded  his  letters  of  admin- 
istration.^® By  some  authorities  a  still  broader  rule  has  been  laid 
down,  viz.,  that  an  executor  or  administrator  who  has  properly  quali- 
fied and  assumed  the  administration  in  the  state  of  the  domicil  is 
invested  with  power  to  receive  the  debts  owing  to  the  intestate  and  to 
take  possession  of  the  securities,  and  to  give  proper  acquittances  wher- 
ever the  debtors  or  securities  may  be,  whether  within  or  without  the 
state.*'  But  the  general  rule  clearly  is  that  if  a  domestic  adminis- 
trator has  been  appointed,  the  foreign  administrator  has  no  authority 
to  collect  the  debt,  and  a  voluntary  payment  to  him  will  not  be  a 
bar  to  a  subsequent  debt  brought  by  the  domestic  administrator  to 
recover  the  same  debt.*®  In  a  few  states  the  law  appears  to  be 
that  no  one  but  an  administrator  appointed  in  the  state  in  which 
the  intestate's  debtors  resided  at  the  time  of  his  death  can  collect 
such  debts,  or  release  them,  and  that  such  debts  cannot  be  remitted 
to  the  administrator  of  the  place  of  the  domicil  of  the  deceased  as  to 
discharge  them  even  when  no  ancillary  letters  have  been  issued.* 
It  may  be  noted  that  the  courts  have  also  held  that  a  foreign  exec- 
utor may  be  paid  by  a  savings  bank  the  deposit  of  a  deceased  per- 
son, where,  by  the  by-laws  of  the  savings  bank,  payment  is  to  be 
made  to  a  deceased  depositor's  legal  representative.' 

535.  Necessity  of  Ancillary  Administration  for  Collection  of 
Assets. — ^The  chief  object  of  ancillary  administration  is  to  collect  assets 
of  the  estate  located  within  the  jurisdiction  in  which  the  ancillary 
letters  are  issued.*  Generally  the  only  way  of  collecting  personal  assets 

16.  Equitable  Life  Assur.  Soc.  v.  18.  Deringer  v,  Deringer,  6  Houst. 

Vogel,  76  Ala.  441,  52  Am.  Rep.  344;  (Del.)  416,  1  A.  S.  R.  150. 

Ball  V.  Puller,  78  la.  20,  42  N.  W.  672,  19.  Re  Frout,  128  N.  Y.  70,  27  N. 

16  A.  S.  R.  41J);  Moore  v.  Jordan,  36  E.  948, 13  L.R.A.  104. 

Kan.  271,  13  Pac.  337,  59  Am.  Rep.  20.  Equitable  Life  Assur.  Soc.  v. 

650;  Vroom  v.  Van  Home,  10  Paige  Vogel,  76  Ala.  441,  52  Am.  Rep.  344. 

<N.  Y.)  549,  42  Am.  Dec.  94;  Mackay  1.  Abbott  v.  Cobum,  28  Vt.  683,  67 

V.  St.  Mary's  Church,  15  R.  1. 121,  23  Am.  Dec.  735. 

Atl.  108, 2  A.  S.  R.  881.  2.  Schlnter  v.  Bowery  Sav.  Bank, 

16.  Frolhingham  v.  Shaw,  175  Mass.  117  N.  Y.  125,  22  N.  E.  672, 16  A.  S. 
69,  55  N.  E.  623,  78  A.  S.  R.  475.  R.  494,  5  L.R.A.  641. 

17.  Haas  v.  Oerman  Savings  Bank,  S.  McCnlly  v.  Cooper,  114  Cal.  258, 
.176  N.  Y.  377,  68  N.  E.  658,  08  A.  S.  46  Pao.  82,  55  A.  S.  R.  66,  35  L.R.A. 
R.  689.  492.   See  supra,  par.  533. 
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located  in  a  jurisdiction  other  than  that  in  which  the  decedent  had 
his  reEddence  at  the  time  of  his  death  is  by  taking  out  local  ancil- 
lary letters  of  administration  *  In  order,  therefore,  to  reduce  the 
assets  into  possession,  and  close  the  administration  and  distribution 
of  a  decedent's  estate,  it  is  generally  necessary  that  there  should  be 
a  personal  representative  in  every  state  in  which  the  assets  may  be 
situate.'  Yet  an  administrator  under  the  laws  of  one  state  may 
indorse  a  note  so  as  to  enable  the  indorsee  to  sue  in  another  state, 
where  there  are,  in  the  latter  state,  no  claims  against  the  estate  of 
the  decedent.*  In  some  states,  however,  a  foreign  administrator 
is  permitted  to  act  by  virtue  of  the  power  originally  granted  to  him, 
upon  the  mere  production  of  his  duly  authenticated  commission^ 
But  such  a  recognition  of  the  power  of  a  foreign  executor  is  unusual. 
Ordinarily  an  executor  or  administrator  of  the  domicil  cannot  in 
his  capacity  as  such  maintain  a  suit  in  another  state  to  recover  per- 
sonal property  or  collect  a  debt  due  the  estate.® 

536.  Right  of  Foreign  State  to  Compel  Ancillary  Administration. — 
When  a  party  dies,  leaving  property  in  two  or  more  states  or  coun- 
tries, his  property  in  each  ia  considered  in  many  ways  as  subject 
to  separate  administration  proceedings,*  the  assets  in  each  case  being 
administered  under  authority  of  the  local  law.**  The  right  to  regu- 
late concerning  the  estates  of  deceased  residents  within  the  limits 
of  the  stole  belongs  to  all  governments,  to  the  end  that  they  may 
be  able  to  perform  the  purposes  for  which  government  exists.*^  This 
power  over  the  estates  of  deceased  persons  situate  within  its  jurisdic- 
tion is  inherent  in  any  state  or  country  on  common  law  principles.** 
Hence  a  state  other  than  that  of  the  domicil  of  a  decedent  '.n  which 
personal  property  is  situated  has  the  right  to  assert  its  jurisdiction 
over  it  by  ancillary  administration  whenever  necessary  to  protect 
its  citizens  who  are  creditors  of  the  estate.**    No  state  is  required 

4.  Grayson  v.  Robertson,  122  Ala.  N.  E.  572,  15  A.  S.  R.  494,  5  L.R.A. 
330,  25  So.  229,  82  A.  S.  R.  80;  Upton  541. 

V.  Hubbard,  28  Conn.  274,  73  Am.  Dec.  9.  Burbank  v.  Payne,  17  La.  Ann. 

670;  Lines  v.  Lines,  142  Pa.  St.  149,  16,  87  Am.  Dee.  513. 

21  All.  809,  24  A.  S.  R.  487;  Dial  v.  10.  Fletcher  v.   Sanders,  7  Dana 

Gary,  14  S.  C.  573,  37  Am.  Rep.  737;  (Ky.)  345,  32  Am.  Dec.  96. 

Enoliin  v.  Wylie,  10  H.  L.  Cas.  1,  31  11.  Cunnius  v.  Reading  Scliool  Dist., 

L.  J.  Cb.  402,  2  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  56.  198  U.  S.  458,  25  S.  Ct.  721,  49  U.  S. 

Note:  2  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  75.  (L.  ed.)  1125,  3  Ann.  Cas.  1121;  Ala- 

5.  Andrews  v.  Avory,  14  Grat.  (Va.)  baraa  Great  Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Hill, 
229,  73  Am.  Dec.  355.  139  Ga.  224,  76  S.  E.  1001,  Ann.  Cas. 

6.  Mackay  v.  St.  Mary's  Church,  15  1914D  996,  43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  236. 

R.  I.  121,  23  Atl.  108,  2  A.  S.  R.  SSL  12.  Putnam  v.  Pitney,  45  Minn.  242, 

7.  Dcringer  v.  Deringer,  6  Houst  47  N.  W.  790, 11  L.R.A.  41. 

(Dei.)  416, 1  A.  S.  R.  150.  13.  Putnam  v.  Pitney,  45  Minn.  242, 

8.  Putnam  v.  Pitney,  45  Minn.  242,  47  N.  W.  790,  11  L.R.A.  41;  Andrewa 
4T  N.  W.  790,  11  L.R.A.  41;  Sehluter  v.  Avory,  14  Grat  (Va.)  229,  73  Am. 
T.  Bowery  Sav.  Bank,  117  N.  Y.  125,  22  Dec.  355. 
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to  surreDder  the  effects  or  debts  due  to  an  intestate  domiciled  else- 
wnere  to  the  prejudice  and  injury  of  its  own  citizens.  Although  the 
title  and  right  of  the  domiciliary  administrator  may  be  recognized 
ex  comitate,  it  is  subject  to  the  rights  of  the  creditors  of  the  estate 
where  the  assets  exist,  or  where  the  debtor  of  the  deceased  resides.^' 
As  to  the  settlement  of  estates,  the  several  states  are  regarded  as  strictly 
foreign  to  each  other.'*  However,  in  some  states  ihe  courts  will  rec- 
ognize trustees  appointed  therein  by  a  testator  in  a  foreign  country 
with  the  same  powers  with  respect  to  his  property  here  as  if  they 
had  been  named  executors,  and  with  directions  to  collect  and  remit 
such  property  to  the  executors  appointed  at  the  domicil.'* 

537.  Rights  of  Foreign  Creditors. — ^The  doctrine  seems  to  be  estab- 
lished that  the  domiciliary  representative,  in  the  absence  of  any 
local  administrator,  acquires  title  to  the  assets  of  the  deceased  exist- 
ing in  another  country,  and  that  his  title  to  such  assets,  though 
conferred  by  the  law  of  the  domicil  of  the  deceased,  should  be  re& 
ognized  everywhere.  Yet  a  recognition  of  his  title  does  not  carry 
with  it  a  right  to  remove  such  goods  from  the  local  jurisdiction  with- 
out ancillary  administration  when  there  are  local  creditors.  A  tender 
■solicitude  to  protect  the  rights  of  creditors  and  others  resident  in 
the  jurisdiction  in  which  the  assets  are  found  has  led  to  the  disability 
of  foreign  executors  and  adininistrators  as  to  the  immediate  removal 
of  such  goods  to  the  domicilifiry  state."  Therefore  one  purpose  of 
requiring  ancillary  administration  is,  as  a  matter  of  public  policy, 
to  insure  the  satisfaction  of  local  creditors  out  of  local  assets  before 
they  are  withdrawn  from  the  state  or  turned  over  to  the  domiciliary 
administrator  for  that  purpose.'*  If  assets  of  a  foreign  decedent  are 
found  within  a  state,  ancillary  administration  should  be  obtained 
for  the  protection  of  resident  creditors.'*  When  appointed,  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  ancillary  administrator  to  pay  the  just  claims  of  domestic 
creditors  before  paying  over  the  balance  to  the  primary  or  domicil- 
iary administrator.**  So  long  as  there  are  creditors  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  ancillary  administration,  they  have  a  legal  right  to 
insist  on  having  all  the  assets  found  there  appropriated  to  the  pay- 
ment of  their  debts.  Hence  a  court  of  an  ancillary  jurisdiction  cannot 
order  the  assets  to  be  transmitted  to  the  domicil  of  the  decedent.' 

14.  Moore  V.  Jordan,  36  Kan.  271,  14,  66  Pac.  971,  87  A.  S.  R.  90;  Mc- 
13  Pac.  337,  59  Am.  Rep.  550.  Clung  v.  Sie^,  54  W.  Va.  467,  46  S. 

15.  Leonard  v.  Putnam,  51  N.  H.  E.  210,  06  L.R.A.  884. 
347. 12  Am.  Rep.  106.  Note:  9  L.R.A.  218. 

16.  Hunter  v.  Bryson,  5  Gil!  &  J.  19.  Brown  v.  Smith,  101  Me.  545, 
(MH.)  483,  25  Am.  Dec.  313.  64  Ati.  915,  115  A.  S.  R.  339. 

17.  Petersen  v.  Chemieal  Bank,  32  20.  McCuIlv  v.  Cooper,  114  Cal.  268, 
N.  T.  21,  88  Am.  Dec.  298.  46  Pac.  82,  55  A.  S.  R.  66,  35  L.R.A. 

18.  Uahy  v.  Haworth,  141  Fed.  850,  492;  Laughlin  v.  Solomon,  180  Pa.  St. 
73  C.  C.  A.  84,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  657  177,  36  Atl.  704,  57  A.  S.  R.  633. 

and  note;  Murphy  v.  Grouse,  135  Cal.     1.  Murphy  v.  Croase,  135  Cal.  14, 
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It  lies  in  the  power  of  a  state,  however,  to  waive  the  necessity  of 
ancillary  administration  for  the  protection  of  its  creditors.  This  is 
not  infrequently  done  to  the  extent  of  permitting  foreign  executors 
and  administrators  to  transfer  shares  of  stock  of  domestic  corporations 
without  taking  out  local  administration  on  the  estate  of  the  deceased 
owner*  The  courts  have  also  held  that  ancillary  administration 
in  a  state  where  a  testator  left  personal  property  only,  and  in  which 
no  creditors,  legatees,  or  distributees  reside,  will  not  be  granted  on 
the  petition  of  a  nonresident  creditor,  who,  so  far  as  it  appears,  can 
prove  and  collect  his  claim  in  the  state  of  the  testator's  domicil,  where 
his  will  has  been  probated,  letters  testamentary  have  been  issued,  and 
his  estate  is  being  administered.* 

538.  Title  of  Ancillary  Administrator  to  Assets  in  Jurisdiction. — 
On  the  appointment  of  an  ancillary  administrator  the  title  to  all 
personal  assets  in  the  state  of  his  appointment  vests  in  him  and  he 
is  clothed  with  all  powers  incident  to  the  administration  of  such  assets. 
His  powers  are  exclusive,  leaving  to  the  foreign  and  domiciliary  admin- 
istrator only  the  right  to  receive  the  residuum  of  the  estate  on  the 
final  settlement  of  the  ancillary  administration.*  Domiciliary  exec-, 
utors  or  administrators  cannot,  as  such,  have  any  authority  over 
property  situated  in  another  state  so  long  as  it  is  controlled  by  a 
special  or  ancillary  administrator  appointed  in  that  state.*  This 
rule  accords  with  the  necessity  that  there  should  not  be  two  inde- 
pendent administrations  of  the  same  property  at  the  same  time,  and 
to  prevent  the  domiciliary  executor  from  being  able  practically  to 
nullify  the  administration  in  a  foreign  country  by  assigning  the 
personal  property  there  situated.  Hence  as  against  an  ancillary  admin- 
istrator with  the  will  annexed,  the  domiciliary  executor  appointed  in 
another  state  has  no  power  to  sell  and  assign  stock  in  a  corporation 
although  the  certificate  is  regularly  in  his  possession.*  Even  when 
an  ancillary  administrator  has  been  appointed,  the  principal  admin- 
istrator may,  apparently,  collect  debts  due  the  estate  by  nonresidents, 
if  he  can  do  so  without  being  obliged  to  resort  to  the  domicil  of 
the  debtor.  It  seems  that  if  he  has  possession  of,  and  a  legal  title 
to,  the  instrument,  or  evidence  of  the  demand,  and  finds  the  debtor 
or  his  property  within  the  jurisdiction  of  his  appointment,  he  may 
enforce  it  there,  without  the  necessity  of  any  resort  to  the  foreign 

66  Pac.  971,  87  A.  S.  R.  90;  Smith  v.  4.  Oravson  v.  Robertson,  122  Ala. 

Howard,  86  Me.  203,  29  Atl.  1008,  41  330,  25  So.  229,  82  A.  S.  R.  80;  Mnr- 

A.  S.  R.  537.  phy  v.  Croiise,  135  Cal.  14,  66  Pac 

2.  Grimes  v.  Pennsylvania  R.  Co.,  971,  87  A.  S.  R.  90. 

189  Pa.  St.  619,  42  Atl.  303,  69  A.  5.  In  re  Crawford,  68  Ohio  St.  58, 
S.  R.  830.  67  N.  E.  156,  96  A.  S.  R.  648. 

3.  Putnam  v.  Pitney,  45  Minn.  242,     6.  Murphy  v.  Crouse,  135  Col.  14, 


47  N.  W.  790,  11  L.R.A.  41. 


66  Pac.  971,  87  A.  S.  R.  90. 
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jurisdiction.'  But  it  is  the  duty  of  the  ancillary  administrator  to 
act  with  reasonable  dispatch.  He  cannot  remain  eilent  and  suffer 
the  administrator  of  the  domicil  to  collect  the  debts  and  cariy  away 
tiie  assets,  without  objection  or  the  disclosing  his  appointment  as 
administrator  to  the  persons  owing  the  debts  or  having  the  custody 
of  the  assets,  and  then  recover  from  them  on  the  ground  that  they 
should  have  paid  their  debts  to  him  instead.^  Occasionally  litigation 
arises  between  domiciliary  and  ancillary  administrators  of  the  same 
estate  in  regard  to  their  respective  rights  over  assets  of  the  estate. 
For  example,  it  has  been  decided  that  an  ancillary  administrator 
may  recover  from  the  domiciliary  administrator  appointed  in  another 
state,  who  is  temporarily  within  the  former  state,  a  certificate  of  deposit 
issued  by  a  bank  in  tlie  state  of  ancillary  administration  and  belong- 
ing to  the  estate,  which  the  receiver  of  the  bank  has  refused  to  allow 
as  a  valid  claim,  and  for  the  recovery  of  which  the  domiciliary  admin- 
istrator cannot  maintain  an  action-  in  the  state  where  the  bank  is 
located.* 

539.  Jurisdiction  as  to  Stock  of  Corporations. — ^For  the  purposes 

of  admiuistration  the  situs  of  a  certificate  of  stock  of  a  corporation 
owned  by  a  decedent  is  in  the  state  where  the  corporation  was  organ- 
ized and  has  its  principal  place  of  business,  since  it  is  the  situs  of 
the  corporation,  and  not  the  domicil  of  the  holder  of  the  certificate, 
that  determines.***  If  the  owner  of  corporate  stock  dies  in  the  state 
where  the  corporation  is  organized,  leaving  the  certificates  in  another 
state,  a  public  administrator  ,taking  charge  of  his  ^tate  situated  in 
the  latter  state  has  no  right  to  claim  such  certificates  of  stock,  as  they 
are  only  evidence  of  the  ownership  of  the  stock."*  In  some  states 
statutes  have  been  passed  permitting  foreign  executors  and  admin- 
istrators to  transfer  shares  of  stock  of  corporations  without  taking  out 
local  letters  of  administration.**  Under  a  statute  giving  to  foreign 
administrators  the  right  to  transfer,  and  receive  dividends  on,  shares 
of  stock  owned  by  their  decedents,  such  power  is  limited  to  trans- 
ferring stock  and  receiving  dividends  thereon,  and  confers  no  right 
to  receive  from  a  building  and  loan  association  the  withdrawal  value 
of  the  decedent's  shares,  and  all  power  conferred  by  such  statute  is 
defeated  by  the  appointment  of  an  ancillary  administrator.*' 

7.  Merrill  v.  New  England  Mut.  Life  pliy  v.  Crouee,  135  Cal.  14,  66  Pac. 
Ins.  Co.,  103  Mass.  245,  4  Am.  Rep.  971,  87  A.  S.  R.  90.  As  to  the  situs  of 


8.  Maa3  v.  German  Savings  Bank,      11.  Kiehardson  v.  Buach,  198  Mo. 
176  N.  Y.  377,  68  N.  E.  658,  98  A.  S.  174,  95  S.  W.  894, 115  A.  S.  R.  472. 
R.  689.  12.  Grimes  v.  Pennsylvania  R.  Co., 

9.  McCulIv  V.  Cooper,  114  Cal.  258,  189  Pa.  St.  619,  42  AU.  303,  69  A.  S. 
46  Pae.  82,  65  A.  S.  R.  66,  35  L.R.A.  R.  830. 


10.  Grnyson  v.  Robertson,  122  Ala.  330,  25  So.  229,  82  A.  S.  R.  80. 
330,  25  So.  229.  82  A.  S.  R.  80:  Mur- 
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13.  Orayson  t.  Robertson,  122  Ala. 
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540.  Ancillary  Administration  in  Regard  to  Mortgages. — ^It  seema 
to  be  generally  considered  that  an  executor  or  administrator  cannot, 
by  virtue  of  hia  appointment  in  one  state,  assign  or  sell  a  mortgage 
of  land  situated  in  another  state.**  Nor  has  he  power  to  redeem 
a  mortgage  on  property  situated  outside  the  state  in  which  he  is 
appointed.**  It  has  been  held  that  an  executor  or  administrator 
who  takes  land  as  assets  by  express  provision  of  law  has  no  such 
right,  title,  or  interest  in  and  to  the  lands  of  his  intestate  in  another 
state  as  will  authorize  him  to  sue  to  redeem  from  a  mortgage  thereon 
by  setting  off  against  the  mortgage  debt  waste  committed  by  the 
mortgagee  in  possession  after  the  death  of  the  intestate,  or  to  recover 
damages  for  waste  or  trespass  on  such  lands.**  Ordinarily  an  exec- 
utor or  administrator  cannot  foreclose  a  mortgage  on  land  situated 
beyond  the  confines  of  the  jurisdiction  in  which  he  has  been  ap- 
pointed." But  the  fact  that  a  foreign  executor  has  not  secured  an 
appointment  from  the  local  courts  at  the  time  he  files  a  bill  to  fore- 
close a  mortgage  belonging  to  the  estate  is  not  fatal  to  the  action, 
if  he  secures  such  appointment  before  trial. *^  Where  a  foreign  exec- 
utor, as  trustee,  has  taken  a  note  and  mortgage  from  his  co-executor 
for  a  fund  received  by  the  latter  as  belonging  to  the  estate,  he  may 
maintain  an  action  to  recover  the  fund,  and  to  foreclose  the  mortgnge 
as  mortgagee,  without  taking  out  letters  testamentary  in  the  jurisdic- 
tion where  the  mortgaged  property  is  situated.** 

541.  Real  Estate  as  Necessitating  Ancillary  Proceedings. — Tn  order 
to  make  valid  a  sale  of  real  estate  by  the  executor,  it  is  generally 
required  that  the  will  should  be  probated  in  the  jurisdictiofi  in  which 
the  sale  is  made.**  So  far  as  concerns  realty,  a  will  is  inoperative 
beyond  the  jurisdiction  where  it  is  probated,  and  therefore  the  probate 
of  a  will  only  in  the  state  of  the  testator's  domicil  will  not  authorize 
the  executor  to  sell  real  property  situated  in  another  state,  unless  the 
will  was  there  proved  or  the  laws  of  that  state,  dispensing  with  pro- 
bate anew,  confer  the  requisite  permission.*  For  the  same  reason, 
an  executor,  under  such  circumstances,  cannot  receive  rents  of  lands 
outside  of  the  state  in  which  he  is  appointed,  nor  can  the  probate 
court  of  his  domicil  authorize  him  to  receive  them.*  While  an 
executor  cannot,  as  executor  merely,  convey  lands  in  another  state, 

14.  Brown  v.  Smith,  101  Me.  545,  13  Pao.  337,  59  Am.  Rep.  550. 

64  Atl.  915,  115  A.  S.  R.  339;  Cutter  18.  Leahy  v.  Haworth,  141  Fed.  850, 

V.  Davenport,  1  Pick.  (Mass.)  81,  11  73  C.  C.  A.  84,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  657 

Am.  Dec,  149;  Reynolds  v.  McMullen,  and  note. 

55  Mich.  568,  22  N.  W.  41,  54  Am.  19.  Fox  v.  Tay,  89  Cal.  339,  24  Pac 

Rep.  386.  855,  26  Pac.  897,  23  A.  S.  R.  474. 

16.  Haven  v.  Foster,  9  Pick.  (Mass.)  20.  As  to  sales,  see  snpra,  par.  485. 

112,  19  Am.  Dec.  353.  1.  Emmons  v.  Gordon,  140  Mo.  490, 

16.  Price  v.  Ward,  25  Nev.  203,  58  41  S.  W.  998,  62  A.  S.  R.  734. 

Pac.  849,  46  L.R.A.  459.  2.  Smith  v.  Wiley,  22  Ala.  396,  68 

17.  Moon  T.  Jordan,  36  Kan.  271,  Am.  Deo.  262. 
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it  seems  that  he  may  do  so  in  virtue  of  a  power  given  in  the  will, 
and  in  so  doing  he  must  be  considered  as  acting  as  the  donee  of  a 
power,  and  not  under  an  authority  conferred  by  the  surrogate.*  - 

Digposal  of  Assets 

542.  Transmission  of  Assets  to  Domicil. — As  a  general  rule  the 
excess  of  the  assets  resulting  from  an  ancillary  administration,  after 
the  payment  of  local  debts,  expenses  of  administering,  and  local  lega- 
cies, if  any,  should  be  transmitted  to  the  administrator  of  the  domicil, 
to  be  tliere  distributed  according  to  the  law  of  the  domicil,*  and  it  ']» 
proper  in  such  cases  for  the  local  court  to  make  an  order  to  that 
effect.*  All  that  should  be  transmitted  is  the  balance  or  residuum 
after  the  payment  of  the  claims  of  local  creditors,  and  a  final  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  the  ancillary  administrator.*  The  general 
rule  is  that  the  requirement  that  an  ancillary  administrator  shall 
transmit  to  the  domiciliary  representative  for  distribution  the  balance 
remaining  in  his  hands  after  payment  of  local  debts  applies  only 
to  personal  property  or  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  personalty,  and 
therefore  the  proceeds  of  a  decedent's  land  sold  for  partition  do  not 
constitute  personalty  subject  to  be  transmitted  to  the  administrator 
appointed  at  his  domicil  in  another  state  and  thei'e  distributed  to 
creditors  whose  claims  have  not  been  allowed  by  the  courts,  in  whose 
jurisdiction  the  land  was  situated;  ^  but  if  local  real  estate  has  been 
sold  by  the  ancillary  administrator  to  pay  local  debts,  the  balance 
remaining  after  the  payment  of  such  debts  is  personalty,  and  should 
be  remitted  to  the  domicil  for  application  to  debts  there.*  It  seems, 
however,  that  the  rule  to  remit  is  not  absolute,  but  the  determination 
of  the  question  whether  the  surplus  should  be  remitted  to  the  domi- 
ciliary jurisdiction^  or  be  distributed  in  the  ancillary  jurisdictioUj  is 

3.  Newton  v.  Bronson,  13  N.  Y.  587,  313;  Preston  v.  Melville,  8  CI.  &  F. 
67  Am.  Dec  89.  1,  2  Eng.  Rxil.  Cas.  78. 

4.  Equitable  Life  Assar.  Soc.  v.  6.  Grayson  v.  Robertson,  122  Ala. 
Vogel,  76  Ala.  441,  52  Am.  Rep.  344;  330,  25  So.  229,  82  A.  S.  R,  80;  Mur- 
McCully  V.  Cooper,  114  Cal.  258,  46  phy  v.  Grouse,  135  Cal.  14,  66  Pac. 
Pac.  82,  55  A.  S.  R.  66,  35  L.R.A.  492;  ^71,  87  A.  S.  R.  90;  Fletcher  v.  Sand- 
Moore  V.  Jordan,  36  Kan.  271, 13  Pac.  I  (^y.)  345  32  Am  Dec. 
337,  69  Am.  Rep.  550;  In  re  MiUer,  3                    J;o*^^'?'*' '  H  ^'  5' 

Rawie  (Pa.)  312,  24  Am.  Dec.  345;  "fi"^"ir^"p'""n£^ 

K^A^JL  -  A„»*.;  1A  /u.  \  ooo  tordj  68  Uhio  at.  58,  67  N.  b.  156,  98 

«  A  q\F'  ^     *      '  A.  S.  R.  648;  Uughtin  v.  Solomon/l80 

78  Am.  JJe&  f^'  Pa.  St.  177,  36  Atl.  704,  67  A.  S.  R. 

«  .1    «^  633;  Graveley  v.  Graveley,  25  S.  C.  1, 

5.  Childress  v.  Bennett,  10  Ala.  751,  go  Am.  Rep.  478;  Abbott  v.  Cobura, 
44  Am.  Dee.  603;  Gravillon  t.  Richard,  28  Vt.  663,  67  Am.  Dec.  735. 

13  La.  293,  33  Am.  Dec.  563;  Gaines'      7.  Smith  v.  Smith,  174  111.  62,  60 
Succession,  46  La.  Ann.  252,  14  So.  N.  E.  1083,  43  L.R.A.  403. 
602,  49  A.  S.  R.  324;  Hunter  v.  Bry-      8.  Gable's  Estate,  79  la.  178,  44  N. 
son,  6  am  &  J.  (Md.)  483, 25  Am.  Dee.  W.  352,  9  L.R  Jl.  21& 
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i  matter  of  judicial  discretion  for  the  court  of  the  latter  jurisdiction, 
depending  on  the  circumstances  of  each  case.*  If  the  legatees,  cred- 
itors, and  all  other  interested  parties  are  before  the  domestic  court 
requesting  it  to  distribute  such  funds,  the  court  will  be  inclined  towards 
ordering  them  to  be  distributed  in  the  ancillary  administration.*® 

543.  Accountability  of  Domiciliary  Representative  as  to  Trans- 
mitted Assets. — Executors  acting  under  ancillary  letters  of  admin- 
istration granted  by  a  court  in  whose  jurisdiction  personal  property 
of  the  testator  was  found,  are,  in  dealing  with  such  property,  account- 
able to  that  court;  and  without  its  order  a  transfer  by  them  of  the 
proceeds  tliereof  for  administration  to  the  jurisdiction  in  which 
they  were  originally  appointed  may  be  irregular,  even  if  they  had 
paid  all  debts  due  where  the  property  was  found.'*  The  rule  is 
different  where  the  ancillary  administrator,  without  laches  or  neg- 
ligence on  his  part,  makes  such  transfer  of  assets  to  the  domicil 
and  is  subsequently  called  on  to  pay  local  debts  which  were  unknown 
to  him  when  he  transferred  the  balance  of  assets  in  his  -hands  to 
the  domiciliary  representative.  If  in  such  case  the  ancillary 'admin- 
istrator is  compelled  to  pay  such  debt  out  of  his  own  funds,  and 
is  not  guilty  of  any  fraud  or  improper  conduct,  he  is  entitled  to 
reimbursement  as  against  the  distributees;  and  he  will  not  be  com- 
pelled to  go  to  the  foreign  jurisdiction  to  obtain  such  relief,  if  any 
of  the  distributees  have  property  within  the  state  of  the  ancillary 
administration  sufficient  to  reimburse  him.*'  The  coui-ta  in  the  state 
of  domicil  may  compel  an  administrator  to  account  for  personal 
assets  situated  in  a  foreign  state  at  the  death  of  the  decedent,  but 
acquired  by  virtue  of  letters  of  administration  issued  to  him  in  the 
foreign  state,  and  brought  into  the  former  state.*'  If  an  executor 
is  also  ancillary  administrator  in  another  state,  and  in  his  latter 
capacity  has  within  his  control  personal  assets  in  such  state,  which 
he  refuses  or  wilfully  neglects  to  bring  into  the  domiciliary  juris- 
diction, he  may  be  charged  therewith  in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts 
in  that  state.** 

544.  Allowance  of  Claims  in  Domiciliary  or  Ancillary  Proceeding. — 

One  holding  a  claim  against  a  decedent's  estate  which  arises  in  the 
state  of  the  ancillary  administration  is  not  bound  to  seek  the  forum 
of  the  principal  administration,  but  may  have  his  claim  settled  in 

9.  Lawrence  v.  Kitteridge,  21  Conn.  11.  Welch  v.  Adams,  152  Mass.  74, 
677,  66  Am.  Dee.  385;  Oaines'  Succes-  25  N.  E.  34,  9  L.R.A.  244. 

sion,  46  La.  Ann.  252,  14  So.  602,  49  12.  UcCIung  v.  Sieg,  54  W.  Va.  467, 

A.  S.  R.  324;  Andrews  v.  Avory,  14  46  S.  E.  210,  66  L.R.A.  884. 

Orat.  (Va.)  229,  73  Am.  Dee.  355.  13.  Cureton  v.  Mills,  13  S.  C.  409, 

Note:  L.R.A.  1915A  433.  36  Am.  Rep.  700. 

10.  Oaines'  Succesrion,  46  La.  Ann.  14.  In  re  Ortiz,  86  CaL  306,  24  Pae. 
252, 14*So.  602,  49  A.  S.  B.  324.  1034,  21  A.  S.  R.  44. 
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the  ancillary  proceedings.^*  In  most  states,  if  the  statutes  do  not 
provide  otherwise,  the  assets  of  a  decedent  in  the  hands  of  his  ancil- 
lary administrator  are  liable  to  the  claims  of  all  creditors,  without 
reference  to  their  citizenship  or  residence.^*  An  ancillary  admin- 
istrator may,  therefore,  pay  the  claims  of  foreign  creditors  who  pre- 
sent their  claims,"'  and  even  claims  of  creditors  residing  in  the  domi- 
cil  of  the  decedent.**  It  has  been  held,  however,  that  a  court  which 
has  appointed  an  ancillary  administrator  for  property  of  one  who 
died  domiciled  in  a  country  in  which  a  foreign  language  prevails 
may  require  a  legatee  to  establish  bis  claim  in  the  courts  of  the 
domicil  where  he  resided  when  the  will  was  made  and  probated, 
although  the  local  statute  provides  that  a  personal  representative  shall 
not  be  required  to  deliver  to  any  foreign  executor  or  administrator 
any  fund,  but  such  fund  shall  be  distributed  under  the  direction 
of  the  local  court.'*  A  claim  against  the  estate  of  a  decedent  may 
be  presented  against  an  ancillary  administrator  in  one  state  although 
it  has  become  barred  through  nonpresentation  as  against  the  domi- 
ciliary executors  in  another  state.'"  A  probate  court  of  ancillary 
administration  has  no  jurisdiction  to  decree  an  allowance  to  a  widow 
of  a  nonresident  decedent  from  assets  within  its  jurisdiction,  for  it 
is  held  that  a  widow's  claim  for  allowance  is  not  only  controlled 
by  the  law  of  the  state  where  the  husband  resided  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  but  can  be  granted  only  by  the  probate  court  of  that  state.' 
Yet  it  is  generally  deemed  settled  that  when  claims  have  been  allowed 
to  be  presented  in  the  auxiliary  administration,  they  should  be  paid 
there  if  there  are  sufficient  assets  within  its  jurisdiction.* 

545.  Privity  as  Affecting  Allowance  of  Claims. — In  accordance 
with  the  principle  that  there  is  no  privity  between  domiciliary  and 
ancillary  representatives,  it  is  held  that  an  administrator  appointed 
in  one  state  cannot  release  a  debtor  of  another  state,  so  as  to  bar 
an  action  brought  by  the  locally  appointed  administrator,*  and  that 
the  allowance  by  the  probate  court  of  one  state  of  a  claim  of  the 

15.  In  re  Colburn,  153  Mich.  206,  18.  Schneller  v.  Vance,  8  La.  506, 
U6  N.  W.  986,  126  A.  S.  E.  479,  18  28  Am.  Dec  140. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  149.  19.  In  re  Bcrtin,  246  Pa.  St.  256, 

16.  McKec  V.  Dodd,  152  Cal.  637,  93  91  Atl.  669,  L.R.A.1915A  431  and  note. 
Pac.  854,  125  A.  S.  R.  82,  14  L.R.A  20.  Wilson  v.  Hartford  Fire  Ins. 
(N.S.)  780;  Miner  v.  Austin,  45  la.  Co.,  164  Fed.  817,  90  C.  C.  A.  693,  19 
221,  24  Am.  Rep.  763;  De  Sobry  v.  De  L.R.A.(N.S.)  553  and  note. 
Laistrc,  2  Hor.  &  J.  (Md.)  191,  3  Am.  1.  Smith  v.  Howard,  86  Bfe.  203,  29 
Dec.  6:^5;  Goodall  v.  Marshall,  11  N.  Atl.  10G8, 41  A.  S.  R.  637. 

H.  88,  35  Am.  Dee.  472  and  note.  2.  In  re  Gable,  79  la.  178,  44  N.  W. 

17.  McKee  V.  Dodd,  152  Cai.  637,  93  352,  9  L.R.A.  218. 

Pac.  854,  125  A.  S.  R.  82,  14  L.R.A.     3.  Vaughn  v.  Barret,  6  Vt.  333,  26 
(N.S.)  780;  Laughlin  v.  Solomon,  ISO  Am.  Dec.  306. 
Pa.  St.  177,  36  Atl.  704,  57  A.  S.  R. 
633. 
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ancillary  administrator  there,  which  allowance  was  greater  than  the 
assets  in  his  hands,  is  not  conclusive  on  the  heirs  in  another  state.* 
In  like  manner  the  mere  pendency  of  proceedings  by  a  creditor  against 
the  estate  of  a  deceased  debtor  in  one  state  is  not  a  bar  to  the  allow- 
ance of  his  claim  agftinst  the  estate  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
courts  of  another  state*  It  seems  that  if  a  defendant  wishes  to 
plead  in  one  state  the  disallowance  of  a  claim  against  his  intestate's 
estate  by  the  court  in  another  state  in  bar  to  its  presentation  or 
allowance  there,  he  must  show  that  the  decision  of  the  court  was 
a  judgment,  and  capable  of  authentication  under  the  laws  of  the 
United  States.* 

546.  Insolvency  as  Affecting  Pa3nnent  of  Claims. — As  a  general 

rule  in  paying  the  debts  of  the  deceased,  if  the  estate  is  solvent, 
the  creditors  resident  in  tiie  state  of  the  ancillary  administration  are 
to  be  paid  in  full;  but  if  the  estate  is  insolvent,  they  must  share 
ratably  with  the  creditors  residing  elsewhere.'  Some  courts  adhere 
to  the  following  rules:  Where  an  ancillary  estate  is  solvent  the  admin- 
L<;trator  may  pay  the  claims  against  the  estate  in  full,  in  the  absence 
of  evidence  that  the  principal  estate  is  insolvent.  Where  the  ancil- 
lary estate  is  insolvent  and  the  principal  estate  solvent,  it  seems  that 
nonresident  creditors  should  look  to  the  latter  for  payment;  but 
where  both  estates  are  insolvent,  nonresident  creditors  may  share  in 
both,  although  apparently  they  will  not  be  permitted  to  receive,  in 
the  aggregate,  a  larger  per  cent  than  resident  creditors  receive  from 
the  ancillary  estate.*  It  has  been  held  that  an  administrator  of  an 
insolvent  estate  cannot  recover  from  a  creditor  of  the  deceased,  who 
has  collected  his  claim  from  the  representative  of  the  estate  in  another 
jurisdiction,  the  amount  so  collected,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
equal  distribution  among  all  creditors  of  the  estate.' 

547.  Law  of  Forum  as  Governing  Administration. — The  law  of  the 
domicil  does  not  govern  the  payment  of  debts  and  matters  of  admin- 
istration in  ancillary  jurisdictions.'**  Instead,  the  law  of  the  place 
where  ancillary  administration  is  taken  governs  in  all  such  matters 
and  details. For  example,  all  preference  and  priorities  as  to  the 

4.  Ela  T.  Edwards,  13  Allen  (Mass.)  9.  Schneller  v.  Vance,  8  La.  506,  28 
48,  90  Am.  Dec.  174.  Am.  Dec.  140. 

5.  Merrill  v.  New  Engrland  Mat.  Life  10.  Wilson  v.  Hartford  Tire  Ins. 
Ins.  Co.,  103  Mass.  245,  4  Am.  Rep.  Co.,  164  Fed.  817,  90  G.  0.  A.  693,  19 
648;  Goodall     Marshall,  U  N.  H.  88,  L.R.A.(N.S.)  553. 

36  Am.  Dec.  472.  II.  Deringcr  v.  Deringo-,  6  Honat. 

6.  Taylor  v.  Bam>n,  30  N.  H.  78,  64  (Del.)  416,  1  A.  S.  R.  150;  GoodaU  v. 
Am.  Dee.  281.  Marshall,  11  N.  H.  88,  35  Am.  Dee. 

7.  Tyler  v.  Thompson,  44  Tex.  407,  472  and  note;  In  re  Miller,  3  Rawle 
23  Am.  Rep.  600.  (Pa.)  312,  24  Am.  Dee.  345;  Andrews 

Note:  35  Am.  Dee.  488.  t.  Avory,  14  Grat.  (Va.)  229,  73  Am. 

8.  Miner  v.  Austin,  45  la.  221,  24  Dec.  365. 
Am.  Rep.  763. 
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.  payment  of  debts  recognized  by  the  local  laws  must  be  respected.*' 
But  where  a  residue  remains  in  the  bands  of  the  ancillary  adminis- 
trator, after  the  payment  of  the  debts,  such  balance  is  subject  to 
the  law  of  the  late  domicil  of  the  deceased.**  This  is  true  whether 
it  is  transmitted  to  the  domiciliary  Jurisdiction  for  distribution 
or  is  distributed  in  the  forum  of  ancillary  administration.**  The 
converse  of  the  foregoing  principles  is  also  true,  that  in  the  admin- 
istration of  an  estate  the  courts  of  the  testator's  domicil  are  not 
governed  by  the  law  of  the  situs  of  personal  property.  Where 
an  inheritance  tax  is  imposed  in  the  ancillary  Jurisdiction  it  may, 
however,  be  collected  as  regards  property  located  in  such  Jurisdii'tion, 
since  the  property  to  be  administered  in  the  domiciliary  jurisdiction 
includes  morely  the  residue  transmitted  from  the  ancillary  juris- 
diction. Whatever  sums  the  executor  may  be  obliged  to  pay  to  bring 
the  property  within  the  state  merely  reduce  the  amount  within  the 
control  of  the  court** 

548.  Control  of  Law  of  Domicil  as  to  Distribution. — ^The  principle 
is  fundamental  that  the  law  of  the  domicil  governs  the  distribution 
of  the  assets  of  a  decedent.*'  Even  when  the  estate  is  partly  admin- 
istered in  different  jurisdictions  the  disposition,  succession  to,  and 
distribution  of  personal  property  wherever  situated  is  governed  by 
the  law  of  the  country  of  the  owner's  or  intestate's  domicil  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  and  not  by  the  conflicting  laws  of  the  various 
plfices  where  tlie  property  is  situated.**  In  giving  effect  to  a  foreign 
will  courts  are  governed  by  the  law  of  the  testator's  domicil.**  In 
like  manner  the  validity  of  a  legacy  given  by  a  will  must  be  deter- 
mined under  tho  law  of  the  country  or  state  of  domicil  of  the 
teslutor.*^ 


12.  Doiinper  v.  Dcriiifjer,  5  Houst. 
(Dei.)  410,  1  A.  S.  K.  150;  Curelon  v. 
Mills.  13  S.  C.  409,  36  Am.  Rep.  700. 

13.  Babcoek  v.  Collins,  60  Minn.  73, 
(il  N.  W.  1U2U,  51  A.  S.  U.  503;  Good- 
uH  V.  Marsli.iII,  11  N.  H.  88,  :i5  Am. 
Dec.  472  niul  note;  Ctireton  v.  Mills, 
13  S.  C.  40!),  30  Am.  Rep.  700. 

14.  As  to  tntnsniissiou  of  assets,  see 
snpra,  par.  542. 

15.  Goodall  V.  Marshall,  11  N.  H. 
88,  35  Am.  Dec.  472  and  note. 

16.  Kingsbury  v.  Bazelcy,  75  N.  H. 
13,  70  Ati.  910,  139  A.  S.  R.  664,  20 
Ann.  Caa.  1355. 

17.  Grayson  v.  Robertson,  122  Ala. 
330,  25  So.  229,  82  A.  S.  R.  80:  Law- 
rence V.  Kitteridge,  21  Conn.  577,  56 
Ara.  Dec.  3S5  and  note;  Gravillon  v. 
Riehards,  13  La.  293,  33  Am.  Dec.  503 ; 
De  Sobry  v.  De  Laistre,  2  Har.  &  J. 


(Md.)  191,  3  Am.  Dec.  535;  Goodwin 
V.  Jones,  3  Mass,  614,  3  Am.  Dec.  173; 
Kingsbury  v.  Buzeley,  75  N.  H.  13,  70 
All.  916,  139  A.  S.  R.  664,  20  Ann. 
Caa.  1355;  Preston  v.  MelvUlo,  8  CI. 
&  F.  1,  2  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  78  and  note. 
And  sec  Conflict  ov  Laws,  vol.  5,  pp. 
025,  929. 

18.  Equitable  Life  Assur.  Soc,  v. 
Vogel,  76  Ala.  441,  52  Am.  Rep.  344; 
Atchison  v,  Lindsey,  6  B.  Mon.  (Ky.) 
86,  43  Am.  Dec.  153;  Smitli  v.  Hownrd, 
86  Me.  203,  29  Atl.  lOOa  41  A.  S..R. 
537;  In  re  Prout,  128  N.  Y.  70,  27 
N.  E.  948, 13  L.R.A.  104. 

19.  Kingsbury  v.  Bazeley,  75  N.  H. 
13,  70  Ati.  916,  139  A.  S.  R.  664,  20 
Ann.  Cas.  1355.  See  also  Wills. 

20.  Id  re  Berlin,  245  Pa.  St.  256, 
01  Ati.  660,  LJi.A.1915A  43L 
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549.  Payment  of  Legacies  in  Ancillary  Proceedings. — It  is  custom- 
ary for  the  payment  of  legacies  to  be  made  in  the  administration 
proceedings  at  the  domicil  of  the  testator.  This  is  founded  on  the 
reason  that  there  may  not  be  sufficient  assets  in  the  hands  of  the 
ancillary  administrator,  and  that  a  general  settlement  and  marshal- 
ing of  assets  may  be  necessary.  Hence  it  is  considered  to  be  safe, 
convenient,  and  orderly  that  as  a  rule  the  legatee  should  go  to  the 
administration  at  the  domicil.  But  there  are  well-established  excep- 
tions to  this  rule.  When  the  general  estate  at  the  domicil  has  been 
settled,  and  there  is  no  need  of  further  accounting  there,  an  excep- 
tion exists  and  a  legatee  may  then  pr^nt  his  claim  for  the  legacy 
in  the  ancillary  jurisdiction.'  It  seems  that  whenever  the  assets  in 
the  ancillary  administration  are  ample  for  the  payment  of  the  lega- 
cies as  well  as  the  decedent's  debts,  the  administrator  in  such  second- 
ary jurisdiction  may  at  his  discretion  make  payment  there  of  such 
legacies.*  In  some  states  legatees  may  sue  an  ancillary  administrator 
in  equity  for  an  account  of  the  assets  and  the  payment  of  their 
legacies.'  In  such  cases  tlie  assent  to  the  legacy  on  which  the  suit 
in  the  ancillary  jurisdiction  is  founded  may  be  one  made  by  the 
executor  in  the  domiciliary  jurisdiction,*  especially  when  all  parties 
interostfid  are  before  the  court.* 

550.  Actions  for  Legacies  in  Ancillary  Jurisdiction. — An  executor 
appointed  in  one  state,  but  residing  in  another,  and  who  has  collected 
assets  in  the  state  where  he  was  appointed,  which  he  has  not  brought 
into  the  other  state,  cannot  be  sued  there  for  the  purpose  of  recover- 
ing a  legacy  to  which  the  complainant  claims  to  be  entitled  under 
the  will  of  the  defendant's  testator."  As  has  already  been  seen  lega- 
cies may  sometimes  be  paid  in  an  ancillary  instead  of  in  the  domi- 
ciliary jurisdiction.'  Not  only  may  a  legacy  in  this  manner  be 
paid  in  an  ancillary  jurisdiction  but  it  seems  that  in  some  exceptional 
ca.ses  a  legatee  may  bring  suit  in  such  secondary  jurisdiction  for 
his  legacy,  especially  when  the  same  individual  is  the  personal  rep- 
resentative in  both  the  domiciliary  and  ancillary  jurisdictions.*  It 
has  also  been  held  that  a  suit  for  a  legacy  under  a  foreign  will  may 
be  brought  in  the  ancillary  jurisdiction  against  a  resident  heir  having 
possession  of  the  fund  out  of  which  the  legacy  is  payable,  although, 

1.  Graveley  v.  Oraveley,  25  S.  C.  (Miss.)  542,  12  Am.  Dee.  688. 

1,  GO  Am.  Rep.  478.    See  generally,  6.  Welch  v.  Adams,  152  Mass.  74, 

Wu.hs.  25  N.  E.  34,  9  L.R.A.  244. 

2.  Welch  V.  Adams,  152  Mass.  74,  6.  Fugate  v.  Moore,  86  Va.  1045, 11 
25  N.  £.  34,  9  L.R.A.  244.  S.  E.  1063, 19  A.  8.  R.  926. 

3.  Oiney  v.  Angell,  5  B.  L  198,  73  7.  See  supra,  par.  549. 

Am.  Dec  62.  8.  Oraveley  t.  Qraveley,  26  S.  C.  1, 

4.  Hamilton    t.    Cooper,    Walk.  60  Am.  Rep.  478. 

44G 


Digitized  by  Google 


U  E.  C  U       EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTRATORS 


i  651 


as  a  general  rule,  such  suit  could  only  be  brought  against  the  ezecutoz 
in  the  state  having  jurisdiction  of  the  will 

Actiona  by  Foreign  Executort  and  Admintstratora 

551.  Limitatioas  on  Power  of  Foreign  Representative  to  Bring 
Suits. — Since  a  grant  of  administration  has  generally  no  operation 
outside  of  the  state  from  whose  jurisdiction  it  was  derived,***  the  gen- 
eral rule  is  that  an  executor  or  administrator  cannot  sue  in  his  official 
capacity  in  the  courts  of  any  other  country  or  state  than  that  from 
which  he  derives  his  authority  to  act  in  virtue  of  the  letters  there 
granted  to  him.*'  The  disability  does  not,  however,  attach  to  the  sub- 
ject of  the  action,  but  to  tlie  person  of  the  plaintiff.**  He  cannot  sue, 
because  his  appointment  stops  at  the  boundary  of  the  state  which 
appointed  him."  A  suit  in  another  state  must  ordinarily  be  brought 
by  an  ancillary  administrator,**  or  the  foreign  representative  must 
take  out  ancillary  letters  in  the  state  of  the  forum,**  or  must  be  clothed 
with  authority  by  the  laws  of  the  state  in  whose  courts  he  desires  to 
appear.**  Even  a  court  of  equity  has  no  jurisdiction  to  take  the 
personal  property  of  an  estate  situated  in  another  state  at  the  time 
of  the  death  of  the  decedent  out  of  the  hands  of  its  custodian  there, 
and  transfer  it  to  executors  in  the  state  of  domicil.*'  Hence,  where 
assets  of  an  estate  are  in  a  foreign  jurisdiction,  and  are  not  volun- 
tarily surrendered  to  tlie  domiciliary  representative,  he  cannot  sue 


9.  Montgomery  v.  Millikin,  5  Smedea  Doolittle  v.  Lewis,  7  Johns.  Ch,  (N. 
*  M.  (Miss.)  151,  43  Am.  Dee.  507.  Y.)  45,  11  Am.  Dec.  389  and  note; 

10.  Davis  V.  Smith,  5  Ga.  274,  48  Laughlin  v.  Solomon,  180  Pa.  St.  177, 
Am.  Dee.  27.9;  Fugate  v.  Moore,  86  36  Ail.  704,  57  i.  S.  R.  633;  Hare  v. 
Va.  1045,  11  S.  E.  1063.  19  A.  S.  R.  O'Brien,  233  Pa.  St.  330,  82  Atl.  475, 
926.   See  supra,  par.  532.  Ann.  Co%  1913B  624,  39  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

11.  JefTerson  v.  Beall,  117  Ala.  436,  430;  Andrews  v.  Avorv.  14  Grat.  (Va.) 
23  So.  44,  67  A.  S.  R.  177;  Grayson  v.  229,  73  Am.  Dec  355;  Fugate  v. 
Robertson,  122  Ala.  330,  25  So.  229,  Moore,  86  Va.  1045,  11  S.  £.  1063, 
82  A.  S.  R.  80;  Davis  v.  Smith,  5  Ga.  19  A.  S.  R.  926. 

274,  48  Am,  Dec.  279;  Jackson  v.  John-  Notes:  35  Am.  Dec.  484;  9  L.R.A. 

son,  34  Oa.  511,  80  Am.  Dee.  2G3;  Judy  245. 

V.  KelLy,  11  III.  211,  50  Am.  Dec.  455;  12.  Petersen  v.  Chemical  Bank,  32 

Fletcher  v.  Sanders,  7  Dana  (Ky.)  345,  N.  Y.  21,  88  Am.  Dee.  298. 

32  Am.  Deo.  96  and  note;  Louisville,  13.  Dial  v.  Gary,  14  S.  C.  573,  37 

etc.,  R.  Co.  V.  Brantley,  96  Ky.  297,  Am.  Rep.  737. 

28  S.  W.  477,  49  A.  S.  R.  291;  Glenn  14.  In  re  Viosca,  197  Pa.  St.  280, 

V.  Smilh,  2  Gill  &  J.  (Md.)  493,  20  47  Atl.  233,  51  L.R.A.  876. 

Am.  Dec.  452;  Goodwin  v.  Jones,  3  16.  Vroora  v.  Van  Home,  10  Paige 

Mass.  514,  3  Am.  Dec.  173;  Putnam  (N.  Y.)  549,  42  Am.  Dec.  94. 

V.  Pitney,  45  Minn.  242,47  N.  W.  790,  Note:  76  Am.  Dec.  669. 

11  L.R.A.  41;  Emmons  v.  Gordon,  140  16.  Leonard  v.  Putnam,  51  N.  H. 
Mo.  490,  41  S.  W.  998,  62  A.  S.  R.  247, 12  Am.  Rep.  106. 

734;  Leonard  v.  Putnam,  51  N.  H.  247,  17.  Lines  v.  Lines,  142  Pa.  St.  149, 

12  Am.  Rep.  106;  McNamara  v.  Dwyer,  21  Atl.  809,  24  A.  S.  R.  487. 
7  Paige  (N.  Y.)  239,  32  Am.  Dec.  627; 
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for  them  until  he  has  procured  ancillary  letters  or  an  ancillary 
administrator  has  been  appointed.^®  So  an  administrator  appointed 
in  one  state  cannot  maintain  a  suit  in  a  United  States  circuit  court 
for  another  state,  to  restrain  an  infringement  of  a  copyright  which 
belonged  to  his  intestate,  without  taking  out  ancillary  letters  in  such 
other  state.**  But  a  foreign  representative  may  sue  on  a  transaction 
to  which  he  was  a  party.*®  And  it  may  be  noted  here  that  where  a 
debtor  residing  in  a  foreign  country  comes  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  appointment  of  the  original  administrator,  so  that  he  can 
be  found  for  service  of  process,  he  is  suable  there,  and  a  plea  that 
he  is  liable  to  pay  only  to  the  administrator  appointed  at  the  place 
of  his  domicil  will  not  avail  to  defeat  the  action.*  The  right  of  a 
foreign  representative  to  sue  under  a  local  statute  for  the  death  of 
his  intestate  is  treated  elsewhere  in  this  work.* 

552.  Statutes  Permitting  Suits  without  Local  Letters. — Tn  a  num- 
ber of  jurisdictions  statutes  have  been  enacted  which  permit  foreign 
executors  and  administrators  to  bring  suits  therein  without  obtain- 
ing letters  testamentary  or  of  administration  from  the  local  courts.' 
Such  statutes  may  be  for  a  limited  purpose  only,  such  as  for  the  col- 
lection of  assets  due  the  estate,*  and  in  such  case  they  do  not  authorize 
an  action  for  tort  committed  against  the  decedent.*  In  some  states 
statutes  of  this  chai'acter  place  foreign  executors  and  admin istratoi^, 
with  respect  to  the  institution  and  maintenance  of  suits  upon  the 
same  footing  as  executors  or  administrators  who  have  obtained  their 
letters  testamentary  or  of  administration  in  such  state,  whenever  tliey 
produce  their  foreign  letters  duly  obtained  and  properly  authenti- 
cated.* But  generally  they  merely  remove  the  representative's  dis- 
ability to  sue  upon  any  cause  of  action  which  he  may  have  and  do 
not  usually  enlarge  his  rights  or  confer  upon  him  a  title  to  assets 
which  he  would  not  otherwise  own,'  nor  render  the  foreign  letters 
conclusive  upon  any  matter  except  the  removal  of  the  disability 
to  sue.^  Kor  does  a  statute  permitting  foreign  executors  and  admin- 

18.  Judy  V.  Kellev,  11  III.  211,  50  330.25  So.  229,  82  A.  S.  R.  80;  Moore 
Am.  Dee.  455;  Menill  v.  New  England  v.  Tanner,  5  T.  B.  Men.  (Ky.)  42,  17 
Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co..  103  Mass.  245,  4  Am.  Am.  Dec.  35. 

Rep.  548;  In  re  Prout,  128  N.  Y.  70,  4.  Graysoo  v.  Robertson,  122  Ala. 

27  N.  E.  948,  13  L.R.A.  104;  Mans  v.  330,  25  So.  229,  82  A.  S.  R.  80. 

Gorman  Sav.  Bank,  17G  N.  Y.  377,  68  5.  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Brant- 

N.  E.  658,  98  A.  S.  R.  689.  ley,  96  Ky.  297,  28  S.  W.  477,  49  A.  S. 

19.  Black  V.  Henry  G.  Allen  Co.,  42  R.  291. 

Fed.  618,  9  L.R.A.  433.  6.  Florida  Cent.,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Sul- 

20.  Morse  v.  King,  73  N.  J.  L.  548,  livan,  120  Fed.  799,  57  C.  C.  A.  167, 
63  Atl.  986,  118  A.  S.  R.  702.  61  L.R.A.  410. 

1.  Equitable  L.  Assur.  Soe.  v.  Vogcl,  7.  Moore  v.  Jordan,  36  Kan.  271, 
76  Ala.  441,  52  Am.  Rep.  344.  13  Pac.  337,  59  Am.  Rep.  550. 

2.  See  Death,  vol.  8,  pp.  736  et  scq.,  8.  Sneed  v.  Ewii^,  5  J.  J.  Maish. 
766  et  seq.  (Ey.)  460,  22  Am.  Dec.  41. 

3.  Grayson  r.  Robertson,  122  Ala. 
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tstrators  to  maintain  suits  necessarily  divest  the  local  court  of  juris- 
diction to  grant  administration  of  the  effects  of  a  nonresident  dece- 
dent within  the  state,  and  it  seems  that  when  such  letters  are  granted 
to  a  defendant  after  commencement  of  a  suit  against  him  by  a  foreign 
executor  the  grant  will  defeat  the  action  when  set  up  in  a  plea  puis 
darrein  continuance.*  The  rule  seems  to  be  that  the  right  of  action 
in  such  cases  will  be  defeated  by  the  appointment  of  a  personal  rep- 
resentative in  the  state  where  the  assets  are  situated  before  the  foreign 
administrator  has  reduced  them  to  possession. 

553.  Actions  on  Judgments  in  Favor  of  Foreign  Executors  and 
Administrators. — At  the  common  law  a  foreign  executor  may,  with- 
out taking  out  letters  of  ancillary  administration,  sue  in  his  own 
name  on  a  judgment  obtained  by  him  in  another  jurisdiction;'' 
and  in  some  states  the  same  rule  has  been  declared  by  statute.^- 
Generally,  therefore,  an  executor  or  administrator  who  has,  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  his  appointment,  obtained  a  judgment  against 
a  debtor  of  a  foreign  sUte^  may  in  aach  foreign  state  maintain  an 
action,  not  officially,  but  in  his  individual  capacity,  upon  such  judg- 
ment.'' The  reason  for  this  conclusion  is  found  in  the  theory  oi' 
the  merger  of  the  debt  in  the  judgment,  so  that  it  may  be  deemed 
his  personal  property.'*  Even  a  statute  declaring  that  foreign  letters 
of  administration  shall  not  confer  any  of  the  powers  or  authority 
conferred  by  domestic  letters  does  not  prevent  a  domiciliary  admin- 
istrator who  has  obtained  a  judgment  in  the  state  of  his  residence 
from  maintaining  an  action  on  it  in  the  local  courts.'* 

554.  Suits  by  Assignees  of  Foreign  Executors. — In  most  juris- 
dictions an  action  lies  on  a  claim  or  chose  in  action  assigned  to  the 
plaintiff  by  a  foreign  executor  or  administrator,  although  there  has 
been  no  probate  or  administration  in  the  state  in  which  the  euit  is 
brought."  Such  an  action  will  be  sustained  even  when  the  foreign 

9.  Broaghton  v.  Bradley,  34  Ala.  46  Pac.  82,  55  A.  S.  B.  66,  35  L.R.A. 
694,  73  Am.  Dec.  474.  492;  Hall  v.  Harrison,  21  Mo.  227,  64 

10.  GraysoQ  v,  Robertson,  122  AJa.  Am.  Dec.  225;  Andrews  v.  Avory,  14 
330,  25  So,  229,  82  A.  S.  R.  80.  Grat.  (Va.)  229,  73  Am.  Dee.  355. 

11.  Lewis  V.  Adams,  70  Cal.  403,  11  14.  Tittman  v.  Thornton,  107  Mo 
Pac.  833,  59  Am.  Rep.  423;  McCuliy  500,  17  S.  W.  979,  16  L.R.A.  410. 

V.  Cooper,  114  Cal.  258,  46  Pae.  82,  55  15.  Hare  v.  O'Brien,  233  Pa.  St.  330, 

A.  S.  K.  66,  35  L.R.A.  492;  Tittman  v.  82  Atl.  475,  Ann.  Ca.<i.  1913B  624  and 

Thornton,  107  Mo.  500,  17  8.  W.  979,  note,  39  L.R.A.(N.S.)  430. 

16  L.R.A.  410.  16.  McCullv  v.  Cooper,  114  Cal.  258, 

Note:  2  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  91.  46  Pac.  82,  55  A.  S.  R.  66,  35  L.R.A. 

12.  Tittman  v.  Thornton,  107  Mo.  492;  Campbell  v.  Brown,  64  la.  425, 
500, 17  S.  W.  979,  16  L.R.A.  410;  Hare  20  N.  W.  746,  52  Am.  Rep.  446;  Put- 
V.  O'Brien,  233  Pa.  St.  330, 82  Atl.  475,  nam  v.  Pitney,  45  Minn.  242,  47  N.  W. 
Ann.  Cas.  1913B  624  and  note,  39  790,  11  L.R.A.  41 ;  Petersen  v.  Chem- 
L.RJk.(N.S.)  430.   •  ical  Bank,  32  N.  Y.  21,  88  Am.  Dec 

13.  McCuIly  V.  Cooper,  114  Cal.  258,  298. 
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executor  could  not  have  sued  upon  it  himself,*'  and  notwithstanding 
that  the  assignment  was  made  to  avoid  t)ie  difficulty  arising  from 
the  incapacity  of  the  executor  to  sue.^'  The  reasoning  on  which 
this  rule  is  based  is  mainly  that  the  title  to  choses  in  action  belong* 
ing-to  an  estate  vests  in  the  executor  and  that  he  may  do  what  the 
decedent  couid  have  done  in  his  lifetime,  that  is,  assign  tiie  notes 
so  as  to  vest  title  in  his  assignee,  and  thus  enable  him  as  owner  to 
maintain  an  action  thereon  a^inpt  the  maker  in  the  courts  of  any 
state  in  which  the  assignee  resides,"  It  has  been  held,  however,  that 
an  executor  cannot  indorse  a  note  payable  to  the  testator  by  a  citizen 
of  another  state  so  as  to  give  the  indorsee  a  right  of  action  in  his 
own  name  in  the  latter  state."  It  has  also  been  held  that  an  admin- 
istrator of  the  domicil  cannot  assign  a  bond  and  mortgage  belong- 
ing to  the  estate  but  binding  property  located  elsewhere,  so  as  to 
enable  the  assignee  to  bring  suit  upon  them  in  such  other  juria- 
diction.* 

Actiom  against  Foreign  RepresentaHveg 

555.  Immunity  of  Foreign  Executors  and  Administrators  from 
Suit — The  rule  accepted  generally,  in  the  absence  of  exceptional  cir- 
cumstances, is  that  the  personal  representative  of  a  decedent  cannot 
be  sued  in  a  state  other  than  that  of  his  appointment.*  And  the 
provisions  of  the  United  States  statutes  enabling  civil  suits  to  be 
brought  against  persons  in  their  individual  capacity,  either  in  the 
district  whereof  they  are  inhabitants,  or  in  which  they  are  found 
at  the  time  of  serving  the  writ,  do  not  apply  to  executors  and  admin- 
istrators, for  the  reason  that  their  authority  is  limited  to  the  terri- 
tory of  .  the  state  from  which  it  is  derived.'  In  jurisdictions  hold- 
ing that  a  foreign  executor  or  administrator  cannot  be  sued  in  any 
state  other  than  that  of  his  appointment,  the  courts  accept  the  logical 
conclusion  that  a  judgment  rendered  in  a  foreign  jurisdiction  i^ainst 
a  personal  representative  appointed  in  another  state  is  void,  whether 
objection  is  or  is  not  made  to  the  exercise  of  jurisdiction  by  the 

17.  Putnam  v.  Pitney,  45  Minn.  242,  23  So.  44,  67  A.  S.  R.  177;  Davis  v 
47  N.  W.  790,  11  L.R.A.  41;  Johnson  Smith,  5  Ga.  274,  48  Am.  Dec.  279; 
V.  Wallis,  112  N.  Y.  230, 19  N.  E.  653,  Flet(;Iier  v.  Sanders,  7  Dana  (Ky.)  345, 
8  A.  S  R  742,  2  UR.A.  828.  32  Am.  Dec.  96  and  note;  Goodwin  v. 

18.  Petersen  v.  Chemical  Bank,  32  Jones,  3  Mass.  514,  3  Am.  Dec.  173- 
N.  Y.  21,  88  Am.  Dee.  298  and  note.      Kmmons  v.  Gordon,  140  Mo.  490  41 

19.  Campbell  v.  Brown,  64  la.  426,  S.  W.  998,  62  A.  S.  R.  734;  Doolittle 
20  N.  W.  745,  52  Am.  Rep.  446.  v.  Lewis,  7  Johna.  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  45,  U 

20.  Steams  v.  Bumhara,  6  GreenL  Am.  Dec.  389  and  note. 

(Me.)  261,  17  Am.  Dec.  228  and  note.     Notes:  36  Am.  Dec,  484  :  27  LJLA. 

1.  Dial  V.  Gary,  14  S.  C.  673,  37  101. 

&m.  Kf  p.  737.  S.  Note:  27  hM.A.  10& 

2.  Jefferson  v.  Beall,  117  Ala.  436, 
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foreign  court,  and  whether  the  judgment  is  against  the  same  or  a 
different  representative.*  It  has  also  been  held  that  since  an  admin- 
istrator has  no  authority  out^de  of  the  state  in  which  he  is  appointed, 
and  cannot  be  sued  in  another  state  without  an  appointment  there, 
he  will  not  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  devastavit  for  failing,  after  notice, 
to  defend  an  ejectment  suit  in  another  state  brought  against  a  grantee 
with  warranty  of  his  intestate.'  But  though  it  is  generally  conceded 
that  no  suit  may  be  brought  against  a  foreign  administrator  in  which 
execution  could  issue  against  the  real  estate  of  the  decedent,*  that 
executors  and  administrators  may  be  sued  only  in  the  state  where 
they  are  appointed  is  sometimes  confined  to  claims  and  liabilities 
resting  wholly  upon  their  representative  character.'  And  in  some 
states  the  rule  which  has  been  announced,  that  a  foreign  executor 
within  the  jurisdiction  is  liable  to  suit  by  a  resident  creditor  of  his 
decedent,*  trenches  unduly  on  the  jurisdiction  of  another  court  already 
attached  except  when  such  suit  or  when  the  action  would  expose 
parties  subject  to  such  jurisdiction  to  inequitable  burdens.'  Also, 
a  distinction  has  been  drawn  between  actions  at  law  and  in  equity, 
the  latter  being  allowod.^'*  Of  course  a  foreign  representative  may 
be  sued  when  he  takes  out  ancillary  letters.'* 

556.  Accountability  of  Representative  in  Foreign  Jurisdictions. — 
Since  he  cannot  be  sued  in  the  courts  of  other  states  the  general 
rule  is  that  a  foreign  executor  or  administrator  cannot  be  called  on 
for  an  account  of  bis  administration  in  the  courts  of  an  alien  juris- 
diction,*^ even  for  mismanagement  and  waste  of  the  funds  of  the 
estate.**  Nor,  as  a  rule,  may  an  ancillary  administrator  recover 
property  brought  into  the  state  of  ancillary  administration  by  the 
foreign  executor  or  administrator.*^  Certain  well  recognized  excep- 
tions exist  in  regard  to  the  immunity  of  a  foreign  executor  or  admin- 
istrator from  being  compelled  to  account  in  the  courts  of  any  other 
jurisdiction.  One  of  these  is  where  the  foreign  representative  actu- 
ally intermeddles  with  assets  located  in  the  state  in  which  the  suit 
is  brought   So,  it  is  held,  if  an  executor  or  administrator  goes  into 

4.  Jefferson  v.  Beall,  117  Ala.  436,     Note :  6  A.  S.  R.  184. 

23  So.  44,  67  A.  S.  R.  177.  9,  Laughlin  v.  Solomon,  180  Pa.  St. 

Note:  27  L.R.A.  101.  177,  36  Atl.  704,  57  A.  S.  R.  633. 

5.  Davis  V.  Smith,  5  Qa.  274,  48  10.  De  Coppet  v.  Cone,  199  N.  Y. 
Am.  Dec.  279.  56,  92  N.  E.  411, 139  A.  S.  R.  844,  20 

6.  Borden  v.  Borden,  5  Mass.  67,  4  Ann.  Cas.  841. 

Am.  Dee.  32.  11.  Hopper  v.  Hopper,  125  N.  T. 

7.  Johnson  v.  Wallis,  112  N.  Y.  230,  400,  26  N.  E.  457, 12  L.R.A,  237. 

Ifi  N.  E.  653,  8  A.  S.  R.  742,  2  L.R.A.  12.  Beeler  v.  Dunn,  3  Head  (Tenn.) 
828.  87,  75  Am.  Dec.  761. 

8.  Evans  v.  Tatem,  9  Serg.  ft  R.     IS.  Jackson  v.  Johnson,  34  Ga.  511, 
(Pa.)  252, 11  Am.  Dee.  717  and  note;  89  Am.  Dee.  263  and  note. 
Laughlin  v.  Solomon,  180  Pa.  St  177,     14.  Williamson  v.   Mobile  Brancli 
36  AtL  704,  57  A.  S.  R.  633.  Bank,  7  Ala.  906,  42  Am.  Dec.  617. 
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aDother  state,  and  without  taking  out  new  letters  of  adminiatrar 
tion  collects  debts  or  other  assets  of  his  decedent  found  there,  he 
may  be  sued  in  the  courts  of  that  state  by  any  creditor  there  and 
held  liable  to  the  extent  of  the  assets  so  collected."  Another  ex- 
ception is  that  where  a  foreign  executor  or  administrator  comes 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  courts  of  another  state,  bringing  with  him 
funds  or  property  belonging  to  the  trust  estate,  he  may  there  be 
held  accountable  to  the  extent  of  the  assets  brought  within  its  bounda- 
ries,'* especially  when  the  assets  have  been  wrongly  converted  by 
him  to  liis  own  use."  It  has  been  ruled  that  in  such  cases  it  cannot 
be  said  that  the  suit  is  against  him  in  his  official  capacity^  but  on 
the  ground  of  a  personal  trust,  which  makes  him  liable,  under  cer- 
tain circumstances,  to  account  in  a  court  of  equity.*^  But  it  seems 
that  the  nature  and  extent  of  his  liability  when  thus  sued  will 
depend  upon  the  laws  of  the  state  or  country  from  which  he  derived 
his  authority  to  administer  tlie  assets  of  the  decedent."  And  it 
has  been  held  that  an  administrator  de  bonis  non  cannot  sue  for 
assets  collected  by  the  former  administrator  in  a  foreign  state,  when 
the  latter  is  responsible  under  the  laws  of  such  state  for  the  dispo- 
sition of  such  assets.-^  Sometimes,  moreover,  the  accountability  of  a 
foreign  representative  with  respect  to  property  brought  into  the  state 
is  broadly  denied.^  Corresponding  to  the  rule  that  a  foreign  executor 
or  administrator  may  be  held  accountable  in  another  state  for  assets 
of  the  estate  brought  into  such  jurisdiction,  the  rule  has  been  declared 
as  sustained  by  the  authorities,  that  an  ancillary  administrator  resi- 
dent within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  domieil  of  the  decedent,  and 
having  there  assets  of  the  decedent,  may  be  compelled  to  account 
there  for  his  administration  of  all  assets  under  the  control  of  that 
jurisdiction.' 

XV.  Public,  Special,  and  Temporary  Administrators 

557.  Public  Administrators. — In  some  states  the  office  of  public 
administrator  has  been  created  by  statute Under  such  laws  it  becomes 
the  duty  of  the  public  administrator  to  take  immediate  possession 

15.  Fugate  v.  Moore,  86  Va.  1045,  (Va.)  229,  73  Am.  Dec.  355. 

U  S.  E.  1063,  19  A.  S.  R.  926.  19.  McNamara  v.  Dwyer,  7  Paige 

16.  Atchison  v.  Lindsey,  6  B.  Mon.  (N.  Y.)  239,  32  Am.  Dec.  627. 
iKy.)  86,  43  Am.  Dec.  153;  McNamara  20.  Dorsey  v.  Dorsey,  5  J.  J.  Marsh. 
V.  Dwyer,  7  Paige  (N.  Y.)  239,  32  Am.  (Ky.)  280,  22  Am.  Dec.  33. 

Dec.  627;  Bceler  v.  Dunn,  3  Head  1.  Hedenberg  v.  Hedeaber^,  46 
(Tenn.)  87,  75  Am.  Dec.  761.  Conn.  30,  33  Am.  Rep.  10. 

Note:  9  L.R.A.  246.  2.  Cnrcton  v.  Mills,  13  S.  C.  409,  36 

17.  Cutrer  v.  Tennessee,  98  Miss.  Am.  Rep.  700. 

841,  54  So.  434,  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  344,  3.  Beckett  v.  Selover,  7  Cal.  215,  68 
35  L.R.A.(N.S.)  333.  Am.  Dec.  237;  State  v.  EUiott,  167  Mo. 

18.  Andrews  v.  Avoxy,  14  Orat.  609,  57  S.  W.  1087,  80  A.  S.  B.  643. 
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of  the  estate  of  any  person  dying  without  known  heirs,  without  any 
prior  appointment  of  the  probate  court,  but  subject  to  its  direction 
and  control.  When  he  does  so,  he  holds  as  special  administrator 
and  must  afterwards  have  a  judicial  grant  of  administration  to  him 
in  each  particular  case  before  he  can  regularly  administer  upon  the 
estate.  But  it  has  been  held  that  the  omission  to  issue  letters  of 
administration  to  him  is  not  fatal  where  the  court  makes  a  regular 
order  that  such  letters  shall  i^e,  and  where  under  the  statute  no 
oath  or  bond  is  required  of  him  as  a  condition  precedent  to  their 
issuance;  these  conditions,  usually  required  on  the  qualification  of  a 
personal  representative,  being  fulfilled  by  the  public  administrator's 
officiid  oath  and  bond.*  The  sureties  on  his  official  bond  are  liable 
for  misfeasance  and  devastavits  committed  by  him  in  like  manner 
as  are  sureties  on  administration  bonds  in  the  case  of  ordinary 
estates.*  AU  provisions  of  the  general  probate  law  not  inconsistent 
with  those  specially  relating  to  the  powers  and  duties  of  a  public 
administrator  are  as  much  applicable  to  him  as  to  any  other 
administrator.* 

558.  Special  or  Temporary  Administrator. — In  a  number  of  juris- 
dictions a  special  or  temporary  administrator  may  be  appointed  under 
certain  conditions.'  The  reason  for  this  practice  reste  in  the  fact 
that  estates  of  decedents  frequently  become  involved  in  protracted 
litigation,  thereby  being  exposed  to  great  waste  and  losses  if  there 
is  no  authorized  agent  to  collect  the  debts  and  preserve  the  assets 
in  the  interim.®  The  occasion  for  such  an  appointment  usually  arises 
when  for  some  cause,  such  as  a  pendency  of  a  suit  concerning  the 
proof  of  the  will,  regular  administration  is  delayed.*  Obviously, 
therefore,  the  powers  and  duties  of  a  special  administrator  are  lim- 
ited," and  do  not  include  authority  to  settle  or  distribute  the  estate  *' 
or  to  sell  land  for  any  purpose.'*  Generally  they  are  restricted  to 
the  conservation  and  preservation  of  personal  property  of  the  decedent 
until  a  regular  administrator  can  be  appointed.^'    And  it  is  the 

4.  Beckett  V.  Selover,  7  Cal.  215,  68  9.  Long  v.  Burnett,  13  la.  28,  81 
Am.  Dec.  237.  Am.  Dec.  420;  In  re  Guye,  54  Wash. 

5.  State  V.  Elliott,  157  Mo.  609,  57  264,  103  Pac.  25,  132  A.  S.  R.  1111. 
S.  W.  1087,  80  A.  S.  R.  643.  10.  Note:  135  A.  S.  R.  336. 

6.  Beckett  v.  Selover,  7  Cal.  215,  68  11.  Baumgartner  v.  McKinnon,  137 
Am.  Dec.  237.  Ga.  165,  73  S.  E.  518,  38  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

7.  Ncal  V.  Boykin,  129  Ga.  676,  59  824;  Long  v.  Burnett,  13  la.  28,  81 
S.  E.  912,  121  A.  S.  R.  237;  Baum-  Am.  Dec.  420. 

gartner  v.  McKinnon,  137  Ga.  165,  12.  Long  v,  Burnett,  13  la.  28,  81 

73  S.  E.  518,  38  L.R.A.(N.S.y  824;  Am.  Dec.  420. 

State  V.  Tomlin^n,  16  Ind.  App.  662,  13.  Fields  v.  Case,  137  Ga.  147,  72 

46  N.  E.  1116,  59  A.  S.  R.  335;  Long  S.  E.  899,  Ann.  Cis.  1913A  1266; 

V.  Burnett,  13  la.  28,  81  Am.  Deo.  420.  Baumgartner  v.  McKinnon,  137  Ga. 

Note:135A.  S.  R.  336.  165,  73  S.  E.  518,  38  L.R.A.{N.S.) 

«.  Sigourney   v.   Sibley,   22   Pick.  824;  State  v.  Tomlinson,  16  Ind.  App. 

(Mass.)  507,  33  Am.  Dec  762.  662,  45  N.  E.  1116,  59  A.  S.  R.  335; 
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duty  of  a  special  administrator  to  turn  over  the  estate  to  the  regu- 
larly appointed  administrator  or  executor,  on  his  appointment,^* 

which  generally  works  a  revocation  of  the  special  letters.*^  A  special 
or  temporary  administrator  is  usually  required  to  give  a  bond,  but 
it  has  been  held  that  no  action  can  be  brought  thereon  until  the 
appointment  of  a  permanent  administrator.'* 

559.  Administrators  Pendente  Lite  Generally. — ^In  practically  all 
jurisdictions  to-day  the  courts  have  power  to  appoint  special  or  tempo- 
rary administrators  pendente  lite.''  And  it  has  been  held  that  where 
the  statute  provides  for  the  issuance  of  letters  of  administration  "pro 
tem,"  a  grant  of  letters  "pendente  lite"  is  not  invalid,  though  it  seems 
that  good  practice  requires  that  the  statutory  designation  be  used.'* 
An  administrator  pendente  lite  may  always  be  appointed  where  the 
appointment  of  a  general  administrator  is  delayed  for  any  reason,  or 
when  a  contest  as  to  the  will  is  being  carried  on  in  the  same  or  in 
another  court,  or  when  there  is  an  appeal  pending  as  to  proceedings 
on  removal  of  an  executor  or  administrator.  As  a  rule  his  authority 
ceases  with  the  termination  of  the  litigation,"  but  when  he  is  appointed 
during  the  contest  of  a  will  his  letters  ccAitinue  in  force  during  the 
pendency  of  an  appeal  from  the  lower  court  to  the  supreme  court.*" 
The  statutory  rule  as  to  preferential  right  to  administration  does 
not  operate  as  to  administration  pendente  lite.  The  court  should  not 
appoint  nominees  of  either  party,  but  indifferent  persons  should  be 
selected,  except  in  certain  cases  where  executors  may  be  appointed 
pendente  lite.  If  there  is  a  wrongful  exercise  of  the  power  of  appoint- 
ment an  appeal  Hes,  but  not  because  the  appointee  is  objecUonuble  to 
the  parties.  It  seems  that  any  party  in  interest  may  apply  for  the 
^pointment  of  such  an  administrator,  or  it  may  be  made  by  the 
court  on  its  own  motion  without  notice  to  the  parties.'  When  ap- 
pointed, an  administrator  pendente  lite  is  not  regarded  as  the  repre- 
sentative or  agent  of  the  parties  suggesting  the  appointment,  but  as 
the  administrator  in  charge  of  the  estate  by  virtue  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  court  and  in  eS'ect  as  ofiicers  of  the  court.*    It  seems 

Long  T.  Burnett,  13  la.  28,  81  Am.  Dee.  18.  Fisk  v.  Norvel,  9  Tex.  13,  58 

420;  Zimmer  v.  Saier,  155  Mich.  388,  Am.  Dec.  128. 

119  N.  W.  433,  130  A.  S.  R.  575  and  19.  Davenport  v.  Davenport,  68  N. 

note.  J.  Eq.  611,  00  Atl.  379,  6  Ann.  Cas. 

14.  Zimmer  v.  Saier,  155  Mich.  388,  261. 

119  N.  W.  433,  130  A.  S.  R.  575  and  20.  State  v.  Guinotte,  156  Ho.  513, 

note.  57  S.  W.  281,  50  L.R.A.  787. 

15.  State  T.  Tomlinson,  16  Ind.  App.  1.  Davenport  v.  Davenport,  68  N. 
662,  45  N.  W.  1116,  59  A.  S.  R.  335.  J.  Eq.  611,  60  Atl.  S'Q,  6  Ann.  Cas. 

16..Baump^rtDer  v.  McKinnon,  ir7  261  and  note.   See  supra,  par.  23. 

Ga.  165,  73  S.  E.  518,  38L.R.A.(N.S.)  2.  Davenport  v.  Davenport,  68  N. 

824.  J.  Eq.  611,  60  AtL  379,  6  Ann.  Cas. 

17.  Clark  v.  Enox,  70  Ala.  607,  45  261. 
Am.  Rep.  93. 
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to  be  the  rule  in  most  jurisdictions  that  administrators  pendente  lite 
are  governed  by  the  same  rules  as  general  administrators.  The  pow- 
ers and  duties  of  the  former  are  no  greater  or  no  less  than  those  of 
the  latter  except  that  they  have  no  authority  to  sell  the  goods  of 
the  deceased.  The  administrator  pendente  lite  is  to  do,  while  his 
office  lastSf  whatever  an  administrator  should  do  to  protect  the  inter- 
ests of  the  estate  confided  to  his  care.' 

560.  Administrators  Pendente  Minoritate,  Animi  Vitio  and  Ab- 
sentia.— Formerly  the  law  recognized  the  grant  of  letters  of  admin- 
istraUon  durante  minoritate  executoria  when  the  executor  was  under 
seventeen  years  and  letters  of  administration  durante  minoritate 
administratoris  when  the  person  entitled  to  general  letters  of  admin- 
istration was  under  the  age  of  twenty-one.  In  each  case  the  grant 
of  the  special  letters  lasted  until  the  ages  mentioned  were  respectively 
reached  by  the  person  entitled  to  serve  as  personal  representative. 
By  38  Geo.  Ill,  c.  87,  sees.  6  &  7,  the  two  offices  were  assimilated.' 
As  in  the  case  of  administrators  pendente  lite  the  normal  rules  as 
to  prior  rights  over  the  appointment  of  administrators  do  not  apply 
in  the  selection  of  one  to  serve  as  administrator  durante  minoritate. 
Accordingly  the  court  has  general  discretion  as  to  the  selection  of 
the  appointee.*  In  England  when  the  next  of  kin  is  of  unsound 
mind,  although  no  inquisition  so  finding  has  been  made,  it  was 
and  still  seems  to  be  the  practice  to  grant  administration  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  the  lunatic  durante  animi  vitio,  and  such  administra- 
tor thereupon  becomes  entitled  to  a  transfer  of  any  funds  belonging 
to  the  estate  of  the  deceased In  the  United  States  it  is  custom- 
ary to  pass  over  minors  and  lunatics  and  to  grant  general  letters 
of  administration  to  the  person  among  those  competent  who  has  the 
best  right  to  be  appointed.'  However,  it  seems  that  in  some  states 
letters  of  administration  may  be  granted  during  the  time  of  the 
minority  or  during  the  time  of  the  absence  of  the  person  entitled 
to  the  letters  of  administration.*  In  England,  if  the  person  entitled 
to  letters  of  administration  is  beyond  seas,  a  grant  of  administration 
may  be  made  to  another  pendente  absentia.*  Upon  the  return  of 
the  absentee  it  seems  that  these  letters  of  administration  immediately 
determine,^"  but  a  payment  made  to  the  administrator  pendente 
absentia  would  appear  to  be  good  if  made  after  the  return  of  the 

3.  Note:  6  Ann.  Cas.  265.  8.  State  v.  Ouinotte,  156  Mo.  613, 

4.  Note:  2  Kng.  Rul.  Caa.  118.  57  S.  W.  281,  50  L.RjL.  787. 

5.  Rex  V.  Bettesworth,  2  Stra.  892,  9.  Clare's  Case,  1  Lutw.  342,  2  Bng. 
2  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  117.  Rul.  Gas.  121  and  note. 

6.  £x  p.  Evelyn,  2  Ifyl.  &  E.  3,  2  10.  State  t.  Ouinotte,  166  Mo.  613, 
Eng.  Rul.  Cae.  119  and  note.  57  S.  W.  281,  80  LJLA.  787. 

7.  Note:  2  Eng.  Rul  Caa.  119. 
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person  entitled  to  regular  letters  if  the  payment  was  made  without 
notice  of  his  return.'* 

561.  Limitations  as  to  Actions  by  Special  Administrators. — spe- 

nial  or  temporary  administrator  may  take  steps  with  a  view  of  col- 
lecting and  preserving  the  estate,  including  certain  litigationj**  such 
as  the  bringing  of  suits  for  the  collection  of  debts  or  personal  prop- 
erty of  the  decedent."  On  the  other  hand  he  cannot  sue  to  recover 
real  estate  ^*  or  to  set  aside  the  appointment  of  a  permanent  admin- 
istrator." The  appointment  of  a  temporary  administrator  does  not 
constitute  representation  upon  the  estate  of  a  decedent  so  as  to  start 
the  statute  of  limitations  to  running  against  either  the  estate*'  or 
the  creditors.*'  But  when  a  policy  of  fire  insurance  required  cer- 
tain notices  to  be  given  by  the  insured  or  his  personal  representative 
within  a  designated  time,  it  was  held  that  the  failure  to  apply  for 
a  temporary  administrator  and  to  endeavor  through  him  to  give 
the  notices  required  by  the  policy  and  essential  to  perfect  the  cause 
of  action,  and  then  to  have  suit  brought  therefor  within  the  period 
stipulated,  operated,  in  the  absence  of  excuse,  to  preclude  action  there- 
after." 


XVI.  ExBCUTOBs  De  Son  Tort 


Nature  and  Existence  of  Office 

562.  Definition  of  Executors  De  Son  Tort. — The  term  executor  de 
son  tort  has  been  variously  defined,  but  all  the  definitions  are  Sub- 
stantially similar.**  At  common  law  an  executor  de  son  tort  is  one 
who,  without  authority  from  the  deceased  or  the  court  of  probate, 
does  such  acts  as  belong  to  the  officer  of  an  executor  or  administrator." 
Accordingly  it  is  said  that  he  is  one  who  of  his  own  authority  enters 
into  the  possession  or  assumes  the  management  of  *  or  intermeddles 

11.  Clare's  Case,  1  Lutw.  342,  2  Eng.  18.  Matthews  v.  i^merican  Cent.  Ins. 
Rul.  Cas.  121,  Co.,  154  N.  Y.  449,  48  N.  E.  751, 

12.  Baumgartner  v.  McKinnon,  137  61  A.  S.  R.  627,  39  L.R.A.  433.  See 
Ga.  165,  73  S.  E.  518,  38  L£A.(N.S.)  Insurance. 

824.  19.  Notes:  85  Am.  Dec.  423  ;  98  A. 

13.  Neal  v.  Boykin,  129  Ga.  676,  59  S.  R.  193. 

S.  E.  912,  121  A.  S.  R.  237.  20.  Grace  v.  Seibert,  235  111.  190,  85 

14.  Baumgartner  v.  McKinnon,  137  N.  E.  308,  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  301;  John- 
Ga.  165,  73  S.  E.  518,  38  L.R.A.(N.S.)  ston  v.  Duncan,  3  Litt.  (Ky.)  163,  14 
824.  Am.  Dec.  54;  Pickering  v.  Thompson, 

15.  Neal  v.  Boykin,  129  Ga.  676,  59  24  Ont.  L.  Rep.  378,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A 
S.  E.  912, 121  A.  S.  R.  237.  530. 

Ip.  Baumgartner  v.  McKinnon,  137  Notes:  98  A.  S.  R.  193:  12  L.R.A. 

Oa.  165,  73  S.  E.  518,  38  L.R.A.(N.S.)  187. 

824  and  note.  1.  Johnston  t.  Duncan,  3  Litt.  (Ky.) 

17.  Long  T.  Burnett,  13  Iowa  28,  81  363, 14  Am.  Dec.  54;  Morris  v.  Joseph, 

Am.  Dee.  420.  1  W.  Va.  266,  91  Am.  Dec  386. 
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with  the  property  of  a  decedent,*  or  is  a  quasi-executor.  but  only 
for  the  purpose  of  being  sued  or  made  liable  for  the  assets  with  which 
he  has  intermeddled.*  A  statutory  definition  is  to  the  effect  that 
any  person  who  intermeddles  with,  embezd«t.  alienates,  wastes,  or 
destroys  any  of  the  personal  estate  of  a  deceased  person  shall  be  liable 
to  the  creditors  and  others  aggrieved  as  an  executor .  in  his  own 
wrong,  in  double  the  value  of  the  estate  so  intermeddled  with,  embez- 
zled, alienated,  wasted,  or  destroyed.*  In  all  cases  it  seems  no  one 
can  be  an  executor  do  son  tort  in  regard  to  land  but  only  as  to 
the  personal  estate,'  for  any  injury  to  the  realty  is  considered  gen- 
erally as  a  wrong  to  the  heir  or  devisee.* 

563.  Absence  of  Regular  Administration  as  Prerequisite;  Abolition 
of  Office. — A  fraudulent  grantee  in  possession  has  been  charged  as 
an  executor  de  son  tort,  although  there  was  a  rightful  executor  or 
administrator.'  But  generally  one  who  intermeddles  after  letters 
testamentary  or  of  administration  have  been  issued  cannot  be  held 
as  an  executor  de  son  tort; '  for  if  a  stranger  gets  possesion  of  the 
goods  of  the  deceased  after  probate  or  administration  granted,  he  is 
a  trespasser  to  such  executor  or  administrator  and  may  be  sued  as 
such.*  Indeed,  the  common  law  doctrines  of  executors  de  son  tort 
are  inconsistent  with  the  general  principles  and  policy  of  tiie  statutes 
of  many  of  the  states  regulating  the  administration  and  settlement 
of  the  estates  of  deceased  persons,  and  without  specific  statutory  aid  the 
courts  have  effectually  abolished  the  office.**  It  has  been  stated  that 
there  can  be  no  executor  de  son  tort  where  the  statutes  on  the  subject 
of  administration,  taken  together  as  forming  one  entire  system,  are 
wholly  repugnant  to  and  inconsistent  with  the  common  law  in  that 
respect**  In  some  states  the  office  has  been  expressly  abolished  by 
statute.** 

CreaUon  of  LiahilUy 

564.  Acts  Constituting  One  Executor  De  Son  Tort. — At  the  early 
common  law  the  courts  were  very  strict  with  regard  to  intermeddling 

2.  Grace  v.  Seibert,  235  111.  190,  85  8.  Norfieet  v.  Riddick,  14  N.  C.  221, 

N.E.308,  22L.R.A.(N.S.)  301;  Brown  22  Am.  Dec.  717. 

V.  Sullivan,  22  Ind.  359,  85  Am.  Dec.  Note:  98  A.  S.  R.  198. 

421  and  note.  9.  Word  v.  Bevill,  10  Ala.  197.  44 

5.  Grace  v.  Seibert,  235  Bl.  190,  85  Am.  Dec.  478;  Chamberlayne  v.  Tem- 
N.  E.  308,  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  301.  pie,  2  Rand.  (Va.)  384,  14  Am.  Deo. 

4.  Emery  v.  Berry,  28  N.  H.  473,  61  786. 

Am.  Dec.  622.  10.  Pryor  v.  Downey,  50  Cal.  388, 

6.  Pryor  v.  Downey,  50  Cal.  388, 19  19  Am.  Rep.  656;  Kilboume  v.  Fay,  29 
Am.  Rep.  656.  Ohio  St.  264,  23  Am.  Rep.  74L 

6.  Note:  85  Am.  Dec.  423.  Note:  98  A.  S.  R.  192. 

7.  Babeock  v.  Booth,  2  Hill  (N.  Y.)  11.  Rozelle  v.  Harmon,  103  Mo.  339, 
181,  38  Am.  Dec.  578;  Chamberlavne  15  S.  W.  432, 12  L.R.A.  187  and  note. 
T.  Temple,  2  Rand.  (Va.)  384, 14  Am.  12.  Note:  98  A.  S.  R.  191. 

Dee.  786. 
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with  the  affairs  of  a  decedent,  and  correspondingly  quick  to  charge 
the  intermeddler  as  an  executor  of  his  own  wrong;  "  but  at  a  later 
period  the  rule  became  established  that  the  intermeddling  must  involve 
an  assumption  of  the  right  to  control  or  dispose  of  the  effects  of 
the  estate.'*  So  the  established  rule  came  to  be  that  the  office  would 
arise  from  any  acts  characteristic  of  the  office  of  a  rightful  executor 
and  which  may  be  regarded  as  indicia  of  representation  or  which 
evince  a  legal  control  by  possession,  direction,  or  otherwise,**  as,  for 
example,  the  collection  of  money,  payment  of  debts,  or  the  hke.*' 
Thus  a  peraon  appointed  by  an  agent  to  sell  the  principal's  goods 
and  to  collect  debts  due  him  become  an  executor  de  son  tort,  if  he 
continues  to  act  after  the  principal's  death  and  after  receiving  notice 
from  the  agent  that  the  agency  is  at  an  end.*^  The  same  is  true 
of  one  who  uses  a  growing  crop  belonging  to  the  deceased  at  his 
death,'*  or  lives  in  his  house  and  carries  on  his  trade  therein.*** 
And  since  one  who  takes  charge  of  an  estate  of  an  intestate  must 
hold  and  account  therefor  to  the  widow  and  minor  heirs  in  the 
proportion  fixed  by  statute,  it  has  been  held  that  If  such  person 
attempts  to  carry  out  the  instructions  of  the  intestate  for  a  different 
disposition  of  the  estate,  he  may  be  held  liable  as  an  executor  de 
son  tort.'  Again,  on  the  theory  that  the  lawful  executor  or  admin- 
istrator is  unable  to  sue  the  grantee  or  to  set  aside  a  fraudulent  con- 
veyance except  as  agent  for  the  creditors,*  one  who  takes,  or  has  in 
his  possession,  property  of  a  deceased  person  under  a  fraudulent  con- 
veyance from  bim  has  been  held  thereby  to  become  an  executor  de 
son  tort.'  Similarly  it  has  been  held  that  a  fraudulent  assignee  or 
his  administrator  may  be  in  like  manner  liable  as  executor  de  son 
tort  to  the  credito:rs  of  a  deceased  debtor  by  whom  the  assignment 
was  made.*  What  facts  constitute  one  an  executor  de  son  tort  is 
a  question  of  law  for  the  court,  but  the  determination  of  the  facts, 
if  tbey  are  in  controversy,  is  for  the  jury.' 

13.  Debesse  v.  Napier,  1  McCord  L.  20  Hooper  v.  Summersett,  Wightw. 
(S.  C.)  106,  10  Am.  Dec.  65S;  Hooper  16, 12  Rev.  Rep.  708, 12  Eng.  Rnl.  Cas. 
V.  Summersett,  Wightw.  16,  12  Rev.  70. 

Rep.  708,  12  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  70.  1.  Rohn  t.  Rohn,  204  IIL  184,  68 

14.  Givena  v.  Higgina,  4  McCord  L.  N.  E.  369,  98  A.  S.  R.  185. 
(S.  C.)  286, 17  Am.  Dee.  742.  2.  See  supra,  par.  310. 

Note:  98  A.  S.  R.  193.  3.  Hopkins  v.  Towns,  4  6.  Mon. 

16.  Ansley  v.  Baker,  14  Tex.  607,  65  (Ky.)  124,  39  Am.  Dec.  497  ;  Norfleet 
Am.  Dee.  136.  v.  Riddiek,  14  N.  C.  221,  22  Am.  Dec 

16.  Emery  v.  Berry,  28  N.  H.  473,  717;  Bailey  v.  MiUer,  27  N.  C.  444,  44 
61  Am.  Dee.  622.  Am.  Dec.  47. 

17.  Givens  v.  Higgins,  4  McCord  L.     Note:  98  A.  S.  R.  200. 

(S.  C.)  286, 17  Am.  Dec.  742,  4.  McMorine  v.  Storey,  20  N.  C.  329, 

IB.  Turner  v.  Child,  12  N.  C.  25, 133,  34  Am.  Dee.  374. 
331,  17  Am.  Dec.  555  and  note.  5.  Ward  v.  Bevill,  10  Ala.  197,  44 

19.  Tucker  v.  Williams,  Dud.  L.  (S.  Am.  Dee.  478;  Roha  v.  Rohn,  204  IIL 
C.)  329,  31  Am.  Dec.  561.  184,  68  N,  E.  369.  98  A.  S.  R.  186 
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565.  Interference  Not  Creating  Liability  Generally. — One  who 
deals  with  the  goods  of  a  testator  as  agent  of  the  executors  cannot 
be  treated  as  an  executor  de  son  tort,  although  the  executors  have  not 
proved  the  will.*  He  will  not  thus  be  charged  for  an  act  for  which 
the  agent  is  liable  to  the  rightful  representative.'  Nor  can  one  be 
charged  aa  executor  of  his  own  wrong  by  reason  of  acts  done  as  the 
servant  or  agent  of  the  widow.  For  example,  if  at  the  request  of 
a  widow  of  a  decedent  one  sells  certain  of  the  decedent's  effects, 
and  with  the<|)roceeds  pays  funeral  expenses,  and  then  tenders  the 
widow  the  balance,  he  does  not  become  liable  as  such  an  executor.* 
The  same  has  been  held  of  an  agent  of  the  widow  collecting  or  dis- 
bursing funds  of  the  estate.'  A  bona  fide  purchase  of  goods  of  a 
deceased  person,  from  one  who  is  not  an  executor  or  administrator, 
will  not  make  the  vendee  chargeable  as  an  executor  de  son  tort,"^ 
even  when  the  seller  is  thus  chargeable;  ^'  and  the  same  rule  holds 
as  to  one  who  carries  away  after  the  death  of  k  decedent  chattels  which 
he  purchased  from  him  before  his  death.**  Nor,  it  has  been  held, 
will  an  executor  who  intermeddles  in  the  affairs  of  a  partnership 
of  which  the  testator  was  a  member  be  held  liable  if  he  faithfully 
administers  the  property.*'  The  obvious  principle  underlying  most 
of  the  foregoing  propositions  is  that  the  bona  fideness  of  the  trans- 
action may  be  sufficient  to  relieve  the  defendant  from  liability.  For 
a  person  retaining  possession  of  property  under  color  of  title,  and 
in  good  faith,  believing  his  right  thereto  to  be  superior  to  that  of 
the  lawful  administrator,  is  not  chargeable  as  executor  de  son  tort, 
although  his  title  prove  to  be  indefensible.'*  And  it  should  also  be 
noted  that  a  mere  devastavit  by  actual  administrators,  invested  with 
lawful  powers  as  such,  cannot  be  converted  into  the  act  of'executors 
de  son  tort.** 

566.  Acts  of  ESndness.^ — ^Many  acts  done  by  a  stranger,  which  are 
ordinarily  performed  by  a  rightful  executor,  if  they  appear  to  be 
mere  acts  of  kindness  and  charity,  or  of  necessity  and  humanity, 
are  looked  upon  with  sufficient  indulgence  to  prevent  the  operation 
of  the  doctrine  of  executor  de  son  tort;  **  such  as  malcing  arrange- 

6.  Note:  12  Enff.  Rul.  Cas.  75.  Note:  98  A.  S.  R.  197. 

7.  Turner  v.  Child,  12  N.  C.  331,  17  12.  Cook  v.  Sanders,  15  Rich.  L.  (S 
Am.  Dee.  555.  C.)  63.  94  Am.  Dec.  139. 

8.  Perkins  v.  Ladd,  114  Mass.  420,  13.  Hewea  v.  Baiter,  48  La.  Ann. 
19  Am.  Rep.  374.  1303,  20  So.  701,  36  L.R.A.  531. 

Note:  98  A.  S.  R.  197.  14.  Ward  v.  Bevill,  10  Ala.  197,  44 

9.  Oivens  v.  Higgins,  4  MeCord  L.  Am.  Dec.  478. 

(S.  C.)  286, 17  Am.  Dec.  742.  15.  Laughlio  v.  Lorenz,  48  Pa.  St. 

10.  Picltpring  v.  Thompson,  24  Ont.  275,  86  Am.  Dec.  592. 

L.  Rep.  378,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  530.     16.  Rohn  v.  Rohn,  204  HI.  184,  68 
21.  Bailey  v.  Miller,  27  N.  C.  444,  N.  E.  369,  98  A.  S.  R.  185  and  note; 
44  Am.  Dec.  47.  Brown  v.  Soilivan,  22  Ind.  359,  85  Am. 
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ments  for  the  decedent's  funeral,^'  taking  care  of  his  children  >®  or 
live  stock,'*  locking  up  his  goods  for  safe-keeping,^"  and  other  acts 

looking  to  the  conservation  of  the  estate.'  But  if  one  takes  posses- 
sion of  the  goods  of  a  decedent,  with  a  view  to  taking  care  of  them, 
and  negligently  loses  them  or  suffers  them  to  be  destroyed,  he  may 
be  liable  as  an  executor.* 

567.  Acts  of  Widow  or  Heir. — Tn  consequence  of  the  family  rela- 
tionship existing  between  a  decedent  and  his  widow,  or  other  near 
relatives,  greater  latitude  is  permitted  them  in  inteAneddling  with 
the  property  of  such  decedent  than  is  accorded  to  total  strangers. 
A  widow  does  not  render  herself  liable  as  executrix  de  son  tort  by 
continuing  to  reside  where  the  family  lived  at  the  time  of  her  hus- 
band's death,  nor  by  merely  taking  care  of  the  property  of  the  estate 
until  an  executor  is  appointed.*  Nor  is  she  constituted  such  an  exec- 
utrix where  before  hearing  of  the  death  of  her  husband  she  uses 
property  left  by  him  in  the  support  of  the  family  and  payment  of 
his  debts.*  But  if  she  continues  in  the  possesion  of  his  goods  and 
treats  them  as  her  own,  without  administration,  she  may  be  held ;  • 
as  where  she  took  possession  of  and  used  a  horse  belonging  to  her 
husband  and  negligently  permitted  the  same  to.  be  lost.*  A  similar 
exception  in  favor  of  the  heirs  has  been  recognized,  so  that  the  mere 
taking  po^easion  of  the  decedent's  property  by  the  heir  does  not 
as  a  rule  now  convert  him  into  executor  de  son  tort  or  subject  him 
to  liabilities  as  such,  though  at  common  law  any  intermeddling  by 
the  heir  with  goods  of  the  decedent  made  him  liable.'  It  seems  that 
a  father  taking  possession  of  money  and  property  belonging  to  the 
^tate  of  his  son  may  be  held  an  executor  de  son  tort  when  he  does 
not  apply  the  proper^  to  the  use  of  the  son's  estate.* 

Dec.  421  and  note;  Ansley  v.  Baker,  1.  Ward  v.  Bevill,  10  Ala.  197,  44 
14  Tex.  607,  65  Am.  Dec.  136.  Am.  Dec.  478;  Hewes  v.  Baxtor,  48 

Notes:  98  A.  8.  R.  196;  12  L.R.A  La.  Ann.  1303,  20  So.  701,  36  L.RA. 
187.  531. 

17.  Brown  v.  Sullivan,  22  Ind.  359,  2.  Hubble  v.  Fogartie,  3  Rich.  L. 
86  Am.  Dec.  421  and  note;  Perkins  v.  (S.  C.)  413,  45  Am.  Dec  776. 

Ladd,  114  Mass.  420, 19  Am.  Rep.  374;  3.  Ward  v.  BeviU,  10  Ala.  197,  44 

O'Reilly  v.  Kelly,  22  R.  1. 151,  46  Atl.  Am.  Dec.  478. 

681,  84  A.  S.  R.  833,  50  L.R.A.  483.  4.  Brown  v.   Benight,  3  Blackf . 

18.  Brown  v.  Sollivan,  22  Ind.  359,  (Ind.)  39,  23  Am.  Dee.  373. 
85  Am.  Dee.  421  and  note.  5.  Note:  98  A.  S.  R.  204. 

19.  Brown  t.  Sullivan,  22  Ind.  359,  6.  Hubble  v.  Fogartie,  3  Rich.  L. 
85  Am.  Dee.  421  and  note.  (S.  C.)  413,  45  Am.  Dec  775. 

Note:  98  A.  S.  R.  196.  7.  Ansley  v.  Baker,  14  Tex.  607,  65 

20.  Glenn  v.  Smith,  2  Gill  &  J.  Am.  Dec.  136. 

(Md.)  493,  20  Am.  Dec.  452;  Perkins  8.  Emery  v.  Berry,  28  N.  H.  473^ 

r.  Ladd,  114  Mass.  420,  19  Am.  Rep.  61  Am.  Dee.  622;  Bailey  v.  MiUeC. 

374.  27  N.  C.  444,  44  Am.  Dec.  47. 
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Pmoers  and  LiahUiiy 

568.  Rights  and  Liabilities  in  GeneraL — At  common  law  an  exec* 
utor  de  son  tort  is  subject  to  all  the  liabilities  of  an  executor,  but 
with  a  few  exceptions  he  acquires  none  of  the  rights  or  privileges 
which  belong  to  the  office.*  This  holds  true  to-day  in  many  juris- 
dictions, and  an  executor  de  son  tort  will  be  held  liable  in  the  same 
manner  as  other  constructive  trustees.^"  Having  assumed  a  repre- 
sentative character  in  bia  conduct  towards  the  estate  he  is  not 
mitted  to  deny  it,'^  and  one  who  attempts  to  take  charge  of  and 
distribute  on  intestate  estate  without  administration  must  exercise 
the  same  diligence  in  the  collection  of  debts  due  the  estate  as  though 
he  were  a  regularly  appointed  administrator.**  In  modem  times, 
however,  the  liability  of  an  executor  de  son  tort  is  generally  limited 
to  the  value  of  the  articles  converted  or  taken,**  or  to  their  value 
and  damages  caused  by  his  acts.**  By  statute  in  some  states,  how- 
ever, it  is  provided  that  an  executor  de  son  tort  shall  be  liable  to 
double  the  value  of  the  estate  with  which  he  has  intermeddled,**  or  to 
the  extent  of  the  full  value  of  the  property  with  an  additional  penalty 
of  a  certain  per  cent  of  the  value."  Although  an  executor  de  son 
tort  will  be  denied  the  right  to  derive  any  benefit  from  his  office 
he  will  be  protected  in  all  acts,  not  for  his  own  benefit,  which  a 
rightful  executor  may  do.*'  So  he  may  discharge  himself  by  show- 
ing that  he  has  applied  the  assets  in  his  hands  as  they  lawfully  could 
have  been  applied  by  the  rightful  executor,*^  or,  in  some  cas^ 
handing  over  the  property  to  the  rightful  representative  before  pro- 
ceedings are  commenced  against  him,  but  he  cannot  thus  escape 
liability  in  a  pending  suit  by  a  creditor.** 

569.  Proceedings  to  Fix  Liability. — The  liability  of  an  executor 
de  son  tort  may  be  enforced  by  suit  against  him  the  same  as  if  he 
were  the  rightful  executor,'®  on  the  theory  that  the  plaintiff  has  been 
led  to  believe  that  the  decedent  made  a  will  which  has  not  yet  been 
proved  and  that  the  defendant  was  named  therein  as  executor.* 

9.  Grace  v.  Seibert,  235  111.  190,  85  15.  Emery  v.  Berry,  28  N.  H.  473, 
N.  E.  308,  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  301.         61  Am.  Dec.  622. 

Note:  98  A.  S,  R.  193.  16.  Brown  v.  Sullivan,  22  Ind.  369. 

10.  Morris  v.  Joseph,  1  W.  Va.  256,  85  Am.  Dec.  421  and  note. 

91  Am.  Dec.  386.  17.  Pickering  v.  Thompson,  24  Ont. 

11.  Grace  V.  Seibert,  235  lU.  190,  85  L.  Rep.  378,  Ann.  Gas.  1912A  530. 
K.  E.  308,  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  301.  18.  Note:  98  A.  S.  R.  202. 

Note :  98  A.  S.  R.  193.  19.  Curtis  v.  Vernon,  3  T.  R.  587, 

12.  Rohn  V.  Rohn,  204  HI.  184,  68  2  H.  BI.  18, 1  Rev.  Rep.  774  and  note, 
N.  E.  369,  98  A.  S.  R.  185.  12  Eng.  Rul.  Gas.  64. 

13.  Cook  V.  Sanders,  15  Rich.  L.  20.  Shaw  v.  Hallihan,  46  Yt.  389, 
(S.  G.)  63,  94  Am.  Dee.  139.  14  Am.  Rep.  628. 

14.  Perkins  v.  Ladd,  U4  Mass.  420,     1.  Note:  85  Am.  Dee.  427. 
19  Am.  Rep.  374. 
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At  common  law  he  is  liable  not  only  to  an  action  by  the  rif^htful 

executor  or  administrator,  but  also  by  any  creditor  or  legatee.*  A 
creditor  of  the  estate  may  sue  him  on  a  claim  in  the  same  manner 
as  he  may  sue  a  rightful  executor,  and  if  judgment  is  entered  against 
him  on  the  claim  execution  may  issue  against  the  goods  of  the  testa- 
tor; but  be  may  also  be  liable  out  of  his  own  goods  if  there  are 
not  sufficient  assets  of  the  testator  in  his  hands.*  Yet  he  is  not 
entitled  to  the  same  advantages  in  court  which  are  allowed  to  a  right- 
ful executor.  According  to  the  rules  of  the  common  law  pleading 
he  is  treated  in  the  pleadings  as  an  executor,  and  by  pleading  plene 
administravit  he  may  prevent  himself  from  being  charged  beyond 
the  assets  in  his  hands;  but  if  instead  of  admitting  the  character  in 
which  he  is  sued  and  putting  in  issue  the  amount  of  his  liability 
he  pleads  ne  unqubs  executor  and  it  is  found  against  him,  there 
is  nothing  to  prevent  him  from  being  charged  with  the  whole  amount 
of  the  debt.  It  has  been  said  that  when  he  is  charged  in  respect 
of  his  tort  in  unlawfully  intermeddling  with  the  goods  of  the  deceased 
he  cannot  discharge  himself  of  the  consequences  by  claiming  the 
privilege  of  a  rightful  executor.*  So,  in  an  action  of  trover  against 
him  by  the  lawful  executor  he  cannot  plead  payment  of  debts  to 
the  value  of  the  goods  or  that  he  has  applied  the  goods  to  the  debts.*^ 
Actions  against  executore  de  son  tort  may  usually  be  brought  either 
at  law  or  in  equity.*  In  some  jurisdictions  to-day  persons  inter- 
meddling with  a  decedent's  estate  are  liable  only  to  the  executor  or 
administrator.' 

570.  Limitations  as  to  Powers. — A  contract  by  an  executor  de  son 
tort  is  not  binding  on  the  rightful  representative.*  So  an  executor 
de  son  tort  who  takes  possession  of  property  of  which  the  decedent 
was  lessee  does  so  without  succeeding  to  the  lease  or  the  decedent's 
rights  under.'  At  common  law,  an  administrator  or  executor  may 
sell  goods  at  private  sale,  and  hence  if  the  rightful  administrator 
brings  trover  against  the  executor  de  son  tort  he  thereby  admits  his 
possession  of  the  goods  to  be  lawful,  and  if  the  executor  de  son  tort 
shows  a  sale  of  the  goods  in  payment  of  debts  that  is  a  distribution 
of  them  in  accordance  with  the  law  and  negatives  a  conversion.-  But 
it  would  seem  that  where  a  sale  even  by  a  rightful  administrator  of 

2.  Ward  V.  Bevill,  10  Ala.  197,  44  5.  Glenn  v.  Smith,  2  QUI  &  J.  (Md.) 
Am.  Dec.  478.  493,  20  Am.  Dec.  452. 

Notes:  85  Am.  Dec.  427  ;  98  A.  S.  6.  Screven  v.  Bostiek,  2  McCord  Eq. 

R.  193.  (S.  C.)  410,  16  Am.  Dec.  664. 

3.  Ansley  v.  Baker,  14  Tex.  607,  65  7.  Screven  v.  Bostiek,  2  MoCord  Eq. 
Am.  Dec.  136.  (S.  C.)  410,  16  Am.  Dec.  664. 

4.  HubbeU  v.  Pogartie,  1  HiU  (S.  8.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  267. 

C.)  167,  26  Am.  Dec.  163.   See  supra,      9.  Grace  v.  Seibert,  235  111.  190,  85 
par.  334  et  seq.,  as  to  pleadings  by  N.  E.  308,  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  301. 
ezecntom. 
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this  kind  would  be  void,  a  sale  by  an  executor  de  son  tort  could  not 
be  otherwise  than  illegal  and  void,  and  therefore  would  amount  to 
a  conversion.*'*  As  a  general  rule  to-day  a  sale  of  a  decedent's  chat- 
tels by  his  executor  de  son  tort  is  not  binding  upon  the  estate,  and 
the  chattels  or  their  value  may  be  recovered  from  the  purchaser  by 
the  lawful  representative  of  the  estate.**  Such  a  sale  is  unlawful, 
whether  it  is  public  or  private,  and  conveys  to  the  purchaser  no 
title.  But  a  bona  fide  purchaser  for  a  valuable  consideration  at  a 
sale  made  by  an  executor  de  son  tort  acquires  a  right  of  possession 
which  he  may  maintain  and  defend  against  every  one  but  the  proper 
legal  representatives  of  the  testator.** 

571.  Payment  of  Debts. — ^At  common  law  an  executor  de  son  tort 
who  has  paid  the  debts  of  the  deceased  may  plead  plene  administravit 
as  against  creditors.  But,  as  already  noted,  when  he  is  sued  in  trover 
by  the  lawful  executor  for  goods  of  the  estate  such  plea  is  not  per- 
mitted,*' and  he  cannot  in  mitigation  of  damages  show  payments 
of  debts  to  the  value  of  goods  still  in  his  possession.**  In  any  event 
when  he  has  the  right  to  plead  such  payments  it  is  only  by  way 
of  recoupment,  and  as  a  set-off  by  him  against  his  liability  for  assets 
which  have  cume  into  his  hands.*'  He  has  no  inherent  right  to 
pay  claims  out  of  the  assets  of  the  estate.  In  all  cases  in  order  to 
escape  liability  for  so  using  the  money  of  the  estate  he  must  affirma- 
tively show  that  the  amounts  paid. were  correct.  The  burden  is  on 
him  to  show  that  the  assets  have  been  applied  by  him  in  the  same 
manner  as  they  would  have  been  applied  by  a  lawful  executor  or 
administrator.*'  When  an  executor  de  son  tort  has  properly  expended 
moneys  of  bis  own  in  the  relief  of  the  estate  he  may  be  entitled  to 
reimbursement,*'  and  he  may  prove  a  claim  against  the  estate  for  sums 
paid  out  by  him  while  acting  in  his  capacity  of  executor  de  son  tort 
and  may  demand  payment  from  the  rightful  administrator  ratably 
with  other  creditors;  *®  but  where  he  himself  is  a  creditor  of  the  dece- 
dent, he  is  not  entitled  as  against  the  rightful  representative  to  apply 
any  part  of  the  aasets  to  the  payment  of  his  own  debt.^' 

10.  Hardy  v.  Thomas,  23  Ifiss.  544,      16.  Lenderink  v.  Sawyer,  92  Neb. 


11.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  535.      261  and  note. 

12.  Woolfork  V.  SulUvan,  23  Ala.      17.  Shinn's  Estate,  166  Pa.  St.  121, 


13.  Glenn  v.  Smith,  2  Oill  &  J.  18.  Hardy  v.  Thomas,  23  Miss.  544, 
(Md.)  493,  20  Am.  Dee.  452;  Cook  v.  57  Am.  Dec.  152. 

Sanders,  15  Rich.  L.  (S.  C.)  63,  94  Note:  85  Am.  Dec.  426,  427. 

Am.  Dec.  139.    See  snpra,  par.  334.  19.  Cook  v.  Sanders,  15  Rieh.  L. 

14.  Hardy  t.  Thomas,  23  Miss.  544,  (S.  C.)  63,  94  Am.  Dee.  139. 


57  Am.  Dec.  152. 


587,  138  N.  W.  744,  Ann.  Cas.  1914A 


548,  58  Am.  Dec.  305. 


30  Atl.  1026,  1030,  45  A.  S.  R.  656. 


67  Am.  Deo.  152. 

IS.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  264  et 
aeq. 


Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1014A  266. 
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572.  Effect  of  Appointment  as  Lawful  Executor  or  Administrator. — 

Although  tlie  courts  have  never  exercised  the  power  to  compel  an 
executor  de  son  tort  to  take  out  letters  of  administration,^**  the  rule 
has  received  well  nigh  universal  recognition  that  a  subsequent  grant 
of  letters  testamentary  or  of  administration  purges  the  wrong  and 
legaUzes  the  acts  of  an  executor  de  son  tort.  In  effect  the  subsequent 
granting  of  letters  of  administration  relates  back  to  the  death  of  the 
intestate,  and  makes  valid  acts  which  otherwise  would  or  might  have 
been  tortious.'  It  has  been  held  to  be  no  objection  to  one's  appoint- 
ment and  qualification  as  executor  and  administrator  that  he  is  an 
executor  de  son  tort.*  And  it  seems  that  the  only  available  method 
of  avoiding  statutory  penalties  imposed  on  an  executor  de  son  tort  is 
for  him  to  take  out  letters  of  administration  himself.' 

20.  Note:  2  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  lOfJ.  12  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  64. 

1.  Nance  v.  Gray,  143  Ala.  234,  38      Note:  98  A.  S.  R.  198. 
So.  916,  5  Ann.  Cas.  55  and  note;      2.  Note :  85  Am.  Dec.  427. 
Norfleet  v.  Riddick,  14  N.  C.  221,  22      S.  Emery  v.  Berry,  28  N.  H.  473,  61 

Am.  Dec.  717;  Curtis  v.  Vernon,  3  T.  Am.  Dec.  622. 
S.  687,  2  a.  BL  18,  1  Rev.  Rep.  774,     Note;  2  Eng.  Bui.  Caa.  133. 
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I.  Introductory 

1,  Definitions. — Executory  interests,  strictly  speaking,  are  such 
future  estates  or  interests  in  lands  as  could  not  be  created  directly 
by  a  conveyance  at  common  law,  but  only  by  executory  devises  in 
wills,  or  by  conveyances  to  uses  by  creating  shifting  and  springing 
uses  in  deeds.*  Estates  of  this  description  arise,  when  their  time 
cornea,  of  their  own  inherent  strength,  and  when  properly  created 
do  not  depend  for  protection  on  any  prior  estate,'  in  which  respect 
they  differ  from  remainders.'  As  applied  to  land,  an  executory 
devise  is  such  a  limitation  of  a  future  estate  or  interest  <in  lands 
as  the  law  admits  m  the  case  of  a  will,  though  contrary  to  the  rules 
of  limitation  in  conveyances  at  common  Iaw>  The  original  pur- 
pose of  such  devises  was  to  carry  into  effect  the  will  of  the  testator, 
and  give  effect  to  limitations  over,  which  could  not  operate  as  con- 
tingent remainders  by  the  rule  of  the  common  law*  Executory 
devises  are  what  the  courts  have  made  them,  and  whether  in  a  given 
case  there  is  or  is  not  a  good  executory  devise  depends  on  whether 
the  devise  conforms  to  the  rules  which  the  courts  have  adopted 
regulating  that  species  of  limitation.*  A  condition  followed  by  a 
limitation  over  to  a  third  person,  in  case  the  condition  be  not  ful- 
filled or  there  be  a  breach  of  it,  is  termed  a  conditional  limitation. 
A  condition  determines  an  estate  after  breach,  on  entry  or  claim 
by  the  grantor  or  his  heirs,  or  the  heirs  of  the  devisor.  A  limita- 
tion marks  the  period  which  determines  the  estate  without  any  act 
on  the  part  of  him  who  has  the  next  expectant  interest.  On  the 
happening  of  the  prescribed  contingency,  the  estate  first  limited  conies 
at  once  to  an  end,  and  the  subsequent  estate  arises.  If  it  were  other- 
wise, it  would  be  in  the  power  of  the  heir  to  defeat  the  limitatioD 

1.  Outland  v.  Bomen,  115  Ind.  150,  (Mass.)  142,  63  Ara.  Dec.  725;  Bur- 
17  N.  E.  281,  7  A.  S.  R.  420;  Vnn  leigh  v.  Clough,  52  N.  H.  267,  13  Am. 
Home  V.  Campbell,  100  N.  Y.  287,  3  N.  Rep.  23;  Watson  v.  Smith,  110  N.  C. 
E.  316, 771, 53  Am.  Rep.  166.  And  see  6,  14  S.  E.  640,  28  A.  S.  R.  665;  Rut- 
Ould  V.  Washingrton  Hospital,  95  U.  S.  ledge  v.  Fisfabume,  66  S.  G.  165,  44 
303,  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  450.  S.  E.  564,  97  A.  S.  R.  757. 

Note:  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1144.  5.  Brattle  Square  Ghnich  v.  Grant, 

Generally  as  to  the  operation  and  3  Chra.y  (Mass.)  142, 63  Am.  Dee.  729; 

effect  of  conveyances  to  uses  before  Richardson  v.  Noyes,  2  Mass.  56,  3  Am. 

and  under  the  statute  of  vaea,  see  Dec.  24;  Hawley  v.  Northampton,  8 

Deeds,  vol.  8,  p.  1120  et  seq.  Mass.  3,  5  Am.  Dee.  66;  Van  Home  v. 

2.  Outland  v.  Bowen,  116  Ind.  150,  Campbell,  100  N.  Y.  287,  3  N.  B.  316, 
17  N.  E.  281,  7  A.  S.  R.  420;  Brattle  771,  53  Am.  Rep.  166;  Lewis  v.  Clai- 
Square  Church  v.  Grant,  3  Gray  borne,  5  Yei^.  (Tenn.)  369,  26  Am. 
(Mass.)  142,  63  Am.  Dec.  725.  Dec.  270;  Andrews  v.  Sargent,  71  Vt. 

9.  See  Reiuindbhs.  257,  44  Atl.  341,  76  A.  S.  R.  769. 

4.  Glover  v.  Condell,  163  Bl.  566,  45     6.  Van  Home  v.  Campbell,  100  N. 
N.  E.  173.  35  L.RJL  360;  Brattle  T.  287,  3  N.  E.  316,  771,  53  Am. 
Sanaare  Church  t.  Grant,  3  Gray  166. 
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over  by  neglecting  or  refusing  to  enter  for  breach  of  the  condition. 
This  distinction  was  originally  introduced  in  the  case  of  wills  to 
get  rid  of  the  embarrassment  arising  from  the  rule  of  the  ancient 
common  law,  that  an  estate  could  not  be  limited  to  a  stranger  on 
an  event  which  went  to  abridge  or  destroy  an  estate  previously  lim- 
ited. A  conditional  limitation  is  therefore  of  a  mixed  nature,  par- 
taking both  of  a  condition  and  of  a  limitation :  of  a  condition,  because 
it  defeats  the  estate  previously  limited;  and  of  a  limitation,  because, 
on  the  happening  of  the  contingency,  the  estate  passes  to  the  peison 
having  the  next  expectant  interest,  without  entry  or  claim.' 

2.  Remainders  Distinguished. — In  addition  to  the  different  mode 
of  creation,  an  executory  limitation  differs  from  a  remainder  in  that 
it  needs  no  particular  prior  estate  to  support  it;  ^  in  that  a  fee  simple 
or  other  less  estate  may  be  limited  by  it  after  a  fee  simple;*  and  in 
that  a  contingent  remainder  may  be  barred  or  destroyed  by  several 
means,"*  whereas  an  executory  limitation  cannot  be  prevented  from 
taking  effect  when  the  contingency  happens,  either  by  fine  or  recov- 
ery, or  by  any  alteration  of  the  es1»te  after  which  it  is  limited.** 
The  rule  in  Shelley's  Case  is  not  applicable  to  executory  limitations 
as  to  contingent  remainders,  because  the  limitation  to  the  ancestor 
and  to  the  heir,  if  they  were  both  of  them  executory  limitations, 
would  not  be  parts  of  the  same  estate,  but  would  be  distinct  and 
independent  dispositions  of  the  subject.** 

3.  General  Roles  of  Construction. — As  already  seen  from  the  defi- 
nitions, an  executory  limitation  must  not  be  one  which  would  have 
been  valid  under  the  rules  of  limitation  in  conveyances  at  common 
law,**  and  it  is  a  clearly  established  general  rule  in  the  construc- 
tion of  wills  or  conveyances  to  usee  that  a  limitation  which  may 
operate  as  a  remainder  shall  not  be  construed  on  executory  limita- 
tion.*<   If  a  limitation  by  will  does  not  depart  from  the  rules  pre- 

7.  Ontland  v.  Bowen,  115  Ind.  10.  Bee  Reuaindbrs. 

17  N.  E.  281,  7  A.  S.  R.  420;  Brattle     11.  Downing  v.  Wherrin,  19  N.  H- 

Square   Church  v.  Grant,  3    Gray  9,  49  Am.  Deo.  139.   And  see  infra, 

(Mass.)  142,  63  Am.  Deo.  725;  An-  par.  21. 

draws  v.  Sargent,  71  Yt.  257,  44  Atl.     12.  See  Shbllet's  Case. 

341,  76  A.  S.  R.  769.  13.  Note:  29  L.RA.(N.S.)  1011. 

8.  Doe  T.  Considine,  6  WalL  469, 18     14.  See  supra,  par.  1. 

n.  S.  (L.  ed.)  869;  Ontland  v.  Bowen,  IS.  Abbott  v.  Essex  Co.,  IS  How. 

115  Ind.  150, 17  N.  E.  281,  7  A.  S.  R.  202,  IS  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  352;  Doe  v.  Con- 

420;  Burleigh  v.  Clough,  52  N.  H.  267,  sidine,  6  WaU.  468,  18  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

13  Am.  Rep.  23.   And  see  infra,  par.  869;  Lewis  v.  Payne,  113  Md.  127,  77 

5.   See  also  Rbmaimpebs.  Atl.  321, 30  LJt.A.(N.S.)  908;  Hawley 

9.  Doe  v.  Considine,  6  Wall.  458, 18  v.  Northampton,  8  Mass.  3,  5  Am.  Dee. 
U.  S.  (Xi.  ed.)  869;  Sullivan  v.  Gar-  66;  Simonds  v.  Simonds,  199  Mass. 
flselie,  229  Mo.  496,  129  S.  W.  949,  49  662,  85  N.  -E.  860,  19  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
L.RA.(N.S.)  605;  Rutledge  v.  Fish-  686;  Burleigh  v.  Clough,  62  N.  H.  267, 
bnine,  66  S.  C.  155,  44  S.  E.  564,  97  13  Am.  Rep.  23;  Watson  v.  Smith,  110 
A  S.  R.  767.  Andjsee  infra,  p^.  8.  N.  C.  6,  14  S.  E.  640,  28  A.  S.  R.  665 

467 


Digitized  by 


♦J  4,  6 


EXECUTORY  INTERESTS 


11  R.  C.  L. 


scribed  for  contingent  nmainders,  it  is,  in  that  case,  a  contingent 
remunder  and  not  an  executory  devise."  Thus  if  a  devue  over 
is  limited  after  the  devise  of  a  part,  and  not  of  the  whole  of  the 
fee  simple,  the  second  devisee  shall  take  by  remainder,  dther  vested 
or  contingent,  and  not  by  executory  devise.*'  It  has  been  held, 
however,  that  the  rule  that  a  limitation,  if  it  can  so  operate,  is  to 
be  construed  as  a  remainder,  and  not  as  an  executory  devise,  even 
if  applicable  with  equal  force  to  sprin^ng  and  shifting  uses,  will 
not  be  applied  if  the  effect  will  be  to  thwart  the  intent  of  the  maker 
and  defeat  the  terms  of  the  instrument.** 


4.  In  General. — According  to  the  classification  commonly  adopted, 
executory  limitations  are  of  three  kinds:  limitations  of  freehold  estates 
in  lands,  to  commence  at  a  future  time  without  the  support  of  a 
particular  estate;  *'  limitations  of  the  whole  fee  simple,  but  on  some 
future  contingency,  qualifying  that  disposition,  and  giving  the  estate 
to  some  other  person;  *®  and  limitations  of  chattels  real  or  personal.* 
While,  as  pointed  out  by  eminent  authorities,  it  may  not  be  proper, 
strictly  speaking,  to  include  limitations  of  chattels  among  the  classe? 
of  executory  limitations,  yet  this  is  generally  done  for  the  reason 
that  they  are  in  the  main  governed  by  the  same  rules. 

5.  Limitations  in  Fnturo  Generally. — In  accordance  with  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  feudal  law  that  there  should  always  be  a  known  owner 
to  every  freehold  estate,  and  that  the  title  thereto  should  never  be 
in  abeyance,  a  freehold  to  commence  in  futuro  could  not  be  con- 
veyed at  common  law,  for  the  reason  that  the  title  would  be  in  abey- 
ance from  the  execution  of  the  conveyance  until  the  future  estate 
of  the  grantee  should  vest.'    By  an  executory  limitation,  however, 

and  note;  Manderson  Lnkens,  23  Pa.  20.  OIoTer  v.  Con^U,  163  HI,  666, 
St.  31,  62  Am.  Dee.  312  and  note;  45  N.  E.  173,  35  Lit.A.  360;  Riehard- 
MeCreary  v.  Coggeshall,  74  S.  G.  42,  son  v.  Noyes,  2  Uass.  66,  3  Am.  Dee. 
53  8.  E.  978, 7  Ann.  Cas.  693, 7  L.R.A.  24  and  note;  Hawley  t.  Northampton, 
(N.S.)  433.   See  also  Remainders.     8  Mass.  3,  5  Am.  Dec  66;  Burleigh  t. 

16.  Rutledge  t.  Fishbume,  66  S.  C.  Clongh,  52  N.  H.  267, 13  Am.  Rep.  23: 
155,  44  S.  B.  564,  97  A.  S.  R.  757.      Fosdick  v.  Coniel!,  1  Johns.  (N.  Y.) 

Notes:  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1144;  10  440,  3  Am.  Dee.  340;  Jackson  t.  Mei^ 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  686.  rill,  6  Johns.  (N.  T.)  186,  6  Am.  Deo. 

17.  Hawley  v.  Northampton,  8  213;  Garland  t.  Watt,  26  N.  G.  287, 42 
Mass.  3,  6  Am.  Dee.  66.  Am.  Dee.  120.   And  see  infra,  par.  8. 

18.  Simonds  v.  Simonds,  199  Sfass.  1.  Ori^^  t.  Dodge,  2  Day  (Conn.) 
652,  85  N.  £.  860, 19  Lit.A.(N.S.)  686  28,  2  Am.  Dee.  82  and  note;  Cndworlh 
and  note.  v.  Thompson,  3  Deeans.  (S.  C.)  256, 4 

19.  Richardson  v.  Noyesj  2  Mass.  66,  Am.  Dec.  617.  And  see  infr^  par.  11. 
•  3  Am.  Dec.  24;  Burleigh  v.  Glough,  52     2.  Inglis  v.  Sailors*  Snug  Harbor,  3 

N.  H.  267,  13  Am.  Rep.  23.   And  see  Pet.  99,  7  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  617.  See 


II.  Classification 


in&a,  par.  5. 


Deeds,  vol.  8,  p.  1064  et  seq. 
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a  freehold  may  be  made  to  commence  in  futuro,'  and  needs  no  par- 
ticular estate  to  support  it.*   The  future  estate  is  ip  arise  on  some 

specified  contingeDcy,  which  must  happen  within  a  reasonable  time,* 
and  in  the  case  of  an  executory  devise  the  fee  simple  is  left  to 
descend  to  the  heir  at  law  until  such  contingency  happens.*  A 
common  case  put  in  the  books  to  illustrate  the  rule  is  where  one 
devises  land  to  a  feme  sole  and  her  heirs  on  her  marriage.  This 
would  be  a  freehold  commencing  in  futuro  without  any  particular 
estate  to  support  it  and  would  be  void  in  a  deed  though  good  by 
executory  devise.'  So  a  valid  executory  devise  may  be  made  depend- 
ing on  the  contingency  of  the  devisee's  becoming  a  citizen  of  the 
United  Stat«s  or  otherwise  qualified  to  bold  real  estate.  Such  con- 
tingency is  not  too  remote^  «nce  it  must  necessarily,  not  only  from 
the  nature  of  the  contingency,  but  by  express  limitation  in  the 
devise,  happen  in  the  lifetime  of  the  devisee,  if  ever.* 

6.  Beneficiaries. — While  a  present  devise  to  a  person  not  in  esse 
is  void,'  yet  a  gift  to  an  unborn  person  to  take  effect  when  he  shall 
come  into  being  is  valid  as  an  executory  devise.'*  For  instance,  a 
devise  to  the  first  son  of  a  designated  person,  he  having  no  son 
at  that  time,  is  void,  because  it  is  by  way  of  a  present  devise,  and 
the  devisee  is  not  in  esse.  But  a  devise  to  the  first  son  of  such 
person  when  he  shall  have  one,  is  good.''  And  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple a  devise  to  a  corporation  to  be  created  by  the  legislature  is 
good  as  an  executory  devise,'^  and  a  bequest  to  a  corporation  in 
trust  for  charitable  uses,  though  at  the  testator's  death  the  corpo- 
ration bad  no  legal  capacity  to  take,  may  take  effect  as  an  executory 
devise,  whenever,  by  subsequent  incotporation,  capacity  is  acquired.'* 

S.  Inglia  V.  Sailors'  Snng  Harbor,  3  ed.)  617;  Ould  v.  Washington  Hospi- 

Pet.  99,  7  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  617;  Beard  v.  tal,  95  U.  S.  303,  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

Rowan,  9  Pet.  301,  9  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  450.   And  see  generally  Wills. 

135;  Trafton  v.  Hawes,  102  Mass.  533,  10.  Inglia  v.  Sailors'  Snug  Harbor, 

3  Am.  Rep.  494;  Bell  v.  Scammon,  15  3  Pet.  99,  7  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  617.  And 

N.  H.  381,  41  Am.  Dec.  706  and  note,  see  Rogers  v.  Ross,  4  Johns.  Ch.  (N. 

4.  Inglis  V.  Sailors'  Snug  Harbor,  3  Y.)  388,  8  Am.  Dec.  575;  Burrill  v. 
Pet.  99,  7  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  617.  Boardman,  43  N.  Y.  254,  3  Am.  Rep. 

5.  Inglis  V.  Sailors'  Snug  Harbor,  694. 

3  Pet.  99,  7  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  617.    And  11.  Ashton  v.  Ashton,  1  Dall.  4,  1 

Bce  infra,  par.  18.  TJ.  S.  (L.  ed.)  12;  Inglis  v.  Sailors' 

6.  Inglis  V.  Sailors'  Snug  Harbor,  3  Snug  Harbor,  3  Pet.  99,  7  U.  S.  (L. 
Pet.  99,  7  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  617.   And  see  ed.)  617. 

Rogers  v.  Ross,  4  Johns.  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  12.  Inglis  v.  Sailors'  Snug  Harbor, 

388,  8  Am.  Dee.  575.  3  Pet.  99,  7  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  617;  Ould 

7.  Inglis  V.  Sailors'  Snug  Harbor,  3  v.  Washington  Hospital,  95  U.  S.  303, 
Pet.  99,  7  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  617.  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  450;  Burrill  v.  Board- 

8.  Beard  v.  Rowan,  9  Pet.  301,  9  U.  man,  43  N.  Y.  254,  3  Am.  Rep.  694. 
S.  (L.  ed.)  135.  IS.  Mclntire  Poor  School  v.  Zanes- 

9.  See  also  Ashton  t.  Ashton,  1  Dall.  ville  Canal,  etc.,  Co.,  9  Ohio  203,  34 
4, 1  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  12;  Inglis  V.  Sailors'  Am.  Dec.  436.  And  see  ChabitikS, 
Snug  Harbor,  3  Pet.  00,  7  U.  8.  (L.  vol  6,  p.  303. 
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7.  Manner  of  Creation. — ^In  addition  to  the  limitation  of  estates 
in  land  to  comjinence  in  futuro  by  executory  devise,^^  the  doctrine 

generally  obtains  in  this  country  that  a  freehold  in  futuro  may  pass 
either  by  a  deed  of  bargain  and  sale,  or  by  a  covenant  to  stand 
seized  to  the  ude  of  the  grantee.*'  In  a  few  jurisdictions,  however, 
it  is  held  that  a  bargain  and  sale  as  well  as  a  common  law  con- 
veyance is  invalid  to  create  a  future  estate  in  lands  of  the  grantor." 
But  in  some  of  these  a  deed  of  land,  reciting  a  pecuniary  considerap 
tion  and  to  take  effect  after  the  decease  of  the  grantor,  on  condition 
of  certain  services  to  be  rendered  him,  may  be  maintained  as  a 
covenant  to  stand  seized  to  the  grantee's  use,  notwithstanding  the 
absence  of  the  relation  of  blood  or  marriage  between  the  grantor 
and  grantee.*' 

8.  Limitations  after  Fee  Generally. — ^The  common  law  did  not 
allow  a  remainder  or  other  legal  estate  to  be  limited  after  a  fee.^* 
The  rule  was  founded  on  the  postulate  tliat  a  conveyance  of  a  fee 
was  a  conveyance  of  the  whole  estate,  and  that  nothing  was  left 
on  which  the  limitation  over  could  operate.  On  the  assumption 
that  a  fee  given  in  the  first  instance  carried  the  entire  and  absolute 
interest  in  the  land  to  the  grantee,  the  common  law  rule  that  there 
could  be  no  further  limitation  was  logical  and  consistent,  because 
where  the  whole  is  given  there  can  be  nothing  beyond  that  left  to 
give.  But  under  the  statute  of  uses,  and  indeed  before  they  were 
legalized  by  that  statute,  a  species  of  limitations  known  as  shifting 
or  springing  uses  had  been  recognized,  which  permitted  ulterior 
estates  to  be  created  to  arise  on  the  defeasance  of  prior  estates  in 
the  same  property,  contrary  to  the  strict  rules  of  the  common  law. 
So  the  courts  after  the  passage  of  the  statute  of  wills  (32  Hen. 
VIII),  following  the  analogies  furnished  in  conveyances  to  uses,  and 
in  support  of  the  intention  of  the  testator,  gradually  came  to  recog- 
nize the  validity  of  limitations  in  devises  not  permitted  in  convey- 
ances at  common  law,"  and  it  has  for  a  long  time  been  well  set 
tied  both  in  England  and  in  this  country  that  a  fee  may  be  limited 
after  a  fee  by  a  conveyance  operating  under  the  statute  of  uses,  or 
by  way  of  executoi^  devise,**  provided  the  contingency  operating  to 

14.  See  supra,  par.  5.  533, 3  Am.  Rep.  494. 

15.  Bell  T.  Seammon,  15  N.  H.  3S1,  18.  Brattle  Square  Cbnitili  v.  Grant, 
41  Am.  Dec.  706  and  note;  Jackson  v.  3  Gray  (Mass.)  142,  63  Am.  Dec.  725; 
Staats,  11  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  337,  6  Am.  Van  Home  v.  Campbell,  100  N.  T.  287, 
Deo.  376;  Jacksoo  t.  McKenny,  3  3  N.  E.  316,  771,  53  Am.  Kep.  166. 
Wend.  (N.  T.)  233,  20  Am.  Dec.  690.  And  see  Reuaikders. 

And  see  Barrett  v.  French,  1  Conn.  19.  Van  Honie  v.  Campbell,  100  N. 
354,  6  Am.  Dec.  241.  T.  287,  3  N.  E.  316,  771,  53  Am.  Rep. 

16.  Trafton  v.  Hawes,  102  Mass.  166, 

533,  3  Am.  Rep.  494.  See  generally  20.  Howard  v.  Camn,  109  U.  S.  725, 
Debds,  vol.  8,  pp.  1065, 1121.  3  S.  Ct.  575,  27  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1089; 

17.  Trafton  t.  Hawes,  102  Uass.  Holmes  t.  Williams  1  Root  (Conn.) 
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defeat  the  estate  of  the  first  taker  be  not  violative  of  the  rule  against 
perpetuities.^  The  common  law  doctrine  of  repugnancy  between  the 

two  estates,  which  was  perfectly  rational  on  the  assumption  on  which 
it  proceeded,  has  given  way  to  the  more  just  and  reasonable  view, 
which  regards  the  prior  gift,  although  made  in  words  which,  stand- 
ing alone,  import  an  absolute  estate,  as  restrained  by  the  subse- 
quent limitation,  and  as  conferring  only  a  qualified  estate.'  This 
prior  estate,  although  properly  denominated  a  fee,  because  it  may 
last  forever,  is  nevertheless  a  base  or  determinable  fee,  because  it 
is  liable  to  be  defeated  by  the  happening  of  the  contingency  on  which 
it  is  limited.  In  other  words,  in  such  a  case,  as  the  limitation  is 
construed,  an  absolute  fee  is  not  given  to  the  first  taker,  but  only 
a  qualified  or  determinable  one.'  Charging  the  estate  with  payment 
of  money  in  the  hands  of  the  first  devisee  does  not  prevent  ite  limita- 
tion over  by  way  of  executory  devise.* 

9.  Contingencies  on  Which  Gift  Over  May  Depend. — Generally 
speaking,  an  executory  limitation  over  after  a  fee  may  be  made  to 
depend  on  any  specified  contingency  or  event  operating  to  defeat 
the  estate  of  the  first  taker,  clearly  not.  obnoxious  to  the  rule  against 
perpetuities.*  A  common  contingency  on  which  an  estate  in  fee 
is  thus  to  be  defeasible  and  the  estate  is  to  go  to  another  is  the 
failure  of  issue  of  the  first  taker,  and  an  executory  limitation  of 
this  nature  is  valid  where  It  contemplates  the  failure  of  issue  dur- 
ing the  life  of  the  first  taker  and  not  an  indefinite  failure  of  issue.* 


335,  1  Am.  Dec.  49;  Glover  v.  Con-  92  N.  E.  960,  138  A.  S.  R.  254  and 

dell,  163  III.  566,  45  N.  E.  173,  35  note;  Van  Home  v.  CampbeU,  100  N. 

L.R.A.  360;  Williams  v.  Elliott,  246  Y.  287,  3  N.  E.  316,  771,  53  Am.  Rep. 

111.  548,  92  N.  E.  960,  138  A.  S.  166. 

R.  264  and  note;  Sayward  v.  Say-      4.  Jackson  v.  Merrill,  6  Johns.  (N. 

ward,  7  Greenl.  (Me.)  210,  22  Am.  Y.)  185,  5  Am.  Dee.  213;  Jackson  v. 

Dee.  191;  Combs  v.  Combs,  67  Md.  11,  Staats,  11  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  337,  6  Am. 

8  Ati.  757,  1  A.  S.  R.  359  and  note;  Dec.  376. 

Brattle  Square  Church  v.  Grant,  3  5.  Van  Home  v.  Campbell,  100  N. 
Gray  (Mass.)  142,  63  Am.  Dee.  725;  Y.  287,  3  N.  E.  316,  771,  53  Am.  Rep. 
Richankon  v.  Noyes,  2  Mass.  56,  3  Am.  166.  And  see  Brattle  Square  Churdi 
Dec.  24  and  note;  Hawley  v.  North-  v.  Grant,  3  Gray  (Mass.)  142,  63  Am. 
amptoa,  8  Mass.  3, 5  Am.  Dec.  66;  Sul-  Dec.  725.  See  infra,  par.  18. 
livan  V.  Oaresche,  229  Mo.  496, 129  S.  6.  Jackson  v.  Chew,  12  Wheat.  153, 
W.  940,  49  L.RA.(N.S.)  605;  Ander-  6  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  583;  Waring  v.  Jack- 
son T.  United  Realty  Co.,  79  Ohio  St.  son,  1  Pet.  570,  7  U.  S.  (L,  ed.)  266; 
23,  86  N.  E.  644,  61  LJl.A.(N.S.)  477  Abbott  v.  Esses  Co.,  18  How.  202,  15 
and  note;  Rutledge  v.  Fishbume,  66  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  352;  Britton  v.  Thora- 
S.  C.  155,  44  S.  B.  504,  97  A.  S.  R.  ton,  112  U.  S.  526,  5  S.  Ct.  291,  28  U. 
767.  S.  (L.  ed.)  816;  Roach  v.  Martin,  1 

1.  See  infra,  par.  18.  Har.  (Del.)  548,  27  Am.  Dec.  74(( 

2.  Tan  Home  t.  Campbell,  100  N.  and  note;  Kean  v.  HoffeckeT,  2  Har. 
T.  287,  3  N.  E.  316,  771,  53  Am.  Rep.  (Del.)  103,  29  Am.  Dec  336;  Mat- 
166.  thews  V.  Hudson,  81  Ga.  120,  7  S. 

3.  Williams  v.  Elliott,  246  lU.  548,  E.  286,  ^2  A.  S.  R.  305  and  note; 
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Such  a  limitation  is  not  within  the  rule  against  perpetuities.  If 
the  gift  over  is  ever  to  take  efifect,  it  will  do  so  at  the  expiration  of 
the  life  of  the  first  taker,  and  the  estate  is  certain  to  vest  somewhere 
absolutely  at  that  time.'  One  class  of  cases  in  which  the  words  are 
clearly  thus  restrained  is  where  the  death  of  the  first  devisee  is  con- 
fined to  a  given  age.*  On  the  other  hand  an  executory  limitation 
after  an  estate  in  fee  is,  as  a  general  rule,  void  where  the  contin- 
gency is  an  indefinite  failure  of  issue  of  the  first  taker.*  Where, 
however,  the  first  taker  is  tenant  in  tail  a  limitation  over  may  be 
good  even  after  an  indefinite  failure  of  issue.'*  An  executory  devise 
may  be  contingent  not  only  on  the  event  that  is  to  determine  the 
fee,  but  also  on  the  being  of  the  person  to  take  when  the  event 
occurs.** 

10.  Limitation  Over  after  Estate  Tail. — An  estate  tail  may  be  sub- 
ject to  an  executory  devise  over  on  some  condition  or  event,  to 
take  effect  in  abridgment  or  derogation  of  iij  though  such  an  exec- 
utory devise  can  be  destroyed  by  a  common  recovery  suffered  by 
the  tenant  in  tail,  which  enlarges  his  estate  into  a  fee,  and  excludes 
all  subsequent  limitations,  whether  in  remainder  or  by  tlie  way  of 
springing  use  or  executory  devise.  This  destructibility  deprives  any 
limitation  over  after  an  estate  tail  of  all  objection  on  the  score  of  tend- 
ing to  create  a  perpetuity,  however  remote  may  be  the  event  on 
which  it  is  limited  to  vest*^ 

Herta  v.  Abrahams,  110  Ga.  707,  36  (N.  Y.)  337,  6  Am.  Dec.  376;  Ander- 

S.  E.  409,  60  L.R.A.  361;  Glover  v.  son  v.  Jackson,  16  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  382, 

Condell,  163  111.  566,  45  N.  E.  173,  35  8  Am.  Dec.  330;  Van  Home  v.  Camp- 

L.RJi.  360  and  note;  WUliams  v.  El-  bell,  100  N.  Y.  287,  3  N.  E.  316,  771, 

liott,  246  III.  548,  92  N.  E.  960,  138  53  Am.  Rep.  166;  Garland  v.  Watt,  26 

A.  S.  R.  254;  Outland  v.  Bowen,  115  N.  C.  287,  42  Am.  Dec.  120  and  note; 

Ind.  150, 17  N.  E.  281,  7  A.  S.  R.  420  De  Haas  v.  Bunn,  2  Pa.  St.  335,  44 

and  note;   Sayward  v.  Sayward,  7  Am.  Dec.  201;  Taylor  v.  Taylor,  63  Pa. 

Greenl.  (Me.)  210,  22  Am.  Dec  191;  St.  481,  3  Am.  Rep.  565;  Lewis  v.  Clai- 

Combs  V.  Combs,  67  Md.  11,  8  Atl.  757,  borne,  5  Yerg.  (Tenn.)  369,  26  Am. 

1  A.  S.  R.  359  and  note;  Richardson  v.  Dec.  270. 

Noyes,  2  Mass.  56,  3  Am.  Dec.  24;     Note :  27  Am.  Dec.  763. 

Hawley  v.  Northampton,  8  Mass.  3,  5     7.  Heard  v.  Horton,  1  Denio  (N.  Y.) 

Am.  Dee.  66;  Sims  v.  Conger,  39  Miss.  165,  43  Am.  Dec.  659  and  note.  And 

231,  77  Am.  Dec.  671 ;  Gannon  v.  Al-  see  PERPETurriES. 

bright,  183  Mo.  238,  81  S.  W.  1162, 105     8.  Bell  v.  Scammon,  15  N.  H.  381, 

A.  S.  R.  471,  67  L.R.A.  97;  Schnitter  41  Am.  Dee.  706. 

V.  McNanaman,  85  Neb.  337,  123  N.     9.  See  infra,  par.  19. 

W.  299,  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1047;  Down-     10.  Holmes  v.  Williams,  1  Root 

ing  v.  Wherrin,  19  N.  H.  9,  49  Am.  (Conn.)  335, 1  Am.  Dec.  49;  Taylor  v. 

Dec.  139  and  note;  Den  v.  Gibbons.  22  Taylor,  63  Pa.  St.  481,  3  Am.  Rep. 

N.  J.  L.  117,  51  Am.  Dee.  253;  Fosdick  565.   See  infra,  par.  10. 

T.  Cornell,  1  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  440,  3      11.  Sullivan  v.  Garesche,  229  Mo. 

Am.  Dec.  340;  .lackaon  v.  Blanshan,  3  496,  129  S.  W.  949,  49  L.R.A.(N.S:) 

Johns.  (N.  Y.)  292,  3  Am.  Dec.  485  605. 

utd  note;  Jackson  v.  Staats,  11  Johns.     12.  Taylor  t.  Taylor,  63  Pa.  St.  48L 
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11.  Limitatioiis  of  Chattel  Interests  Gener^y. — At  oomuen  law 
there  was  no  remainder  to  a  chattel  interest,  and  any  gift  or  bequest 

of  a  chattel,  no  matter  how  short  the  time,  passed  the  absolute  prop- 
erty.^' A  gift  of  a  chattel  for  an  instant  was  a  gift  forever,  and 
any  limitation  over  was  void.'*  This  rule  was  gradually  relaxed, 
and  a  distinction  taken  between  a  gift  of  the  thing  itsdf  and  of 
the  use  of  the  thing,  the  law  attaching  a  validity  to  the  latter-  which 
it  denied  to  the  former."  This  modification  of  the  common  law  rule 
in  time  also  gave  way  to  the  present  well  established  rule  that  per- 
sonal property,  as  well  as  real  estate,  is  a  proper  subject  of  executory 
interests  and  limitations,'*  provided  the  contingency  on  which  the 
limitation  depends  is  not  more  remote  than  the  law  allows,"  and 
that  whether  the  gift  be  of  the  thing  itself  for  life,  or  only  of  the 
use  of  the  thing,  a  limitation  over  to  a  subsequent  devisee,  after  the 
decease  of  the  first  taker,  will  be  supported.'^  Cases  which  hold  that, 
where  there  is  a  gift  of  personal  property  to  one  and  his  heirs,  the 
donee  takes  the  property  absolutely,  and  there  can  be  no  limitation 
over  in  the  event  of  his  dying  without  issue,  will  be  found,  on  exam- 
ination, to  be  cases  where  the  words  used  import  an  indefinite  failure 
of  issue.'*  Such  life  estate  or  use,  however,  must  be  clearly  expressed; 
for  it  has  been  decided,  with  great  unanimity,  both  by  the  English 
and  American  courts  that  whatever  will  directly  or  constructively 

3  Am.  Rep.  565.  Generally  as  to  the  N.  J.  Eq.  411,  84  Am.  Deo.  169 ;  West- 
creation  and  nature  of  estates  tail  and  cott  v.  Cady,  5  Johns.  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  334, 
the  abolition  of  such  estates,  see  Es-  9  Am.  Dec.  306;  Scott  v.  Price,  2  Serg. 
TATES,  voL  10,  p.  645.  &  R.  (Pa.)  59,  7  Am.  Dec.  629;  Deihl 

13.  Haulding  v.  Scott,  13  Ark.  88,  t.  King,  6  Serg.  &  R.  (Pa.)  29,  9  Am. 
56  Am.  Dec.  298;  Burleigh  v.  Clough,  Dec  407;  J  aggers  v.  Estes,  2  Strob. 
52  N.  H.  267,  13  Am.  Rep.  23;  West-  Eq.  <S.  C.)  343,  49  Am.  Dec.  674: 
cott  V.  Cady,  5  Johns.  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  334,  Bebrens  v.  Baomann,  66  W.  Va.  66, 66 
g  Am.  Dee.  306;  Jaggers  v.  Estes,  2  S.  E.  5,  27  LJt.A.(K.S.)  1092. 
Strob.  Eq.  (S.  C.)  343,  49  Am.  Dee.  Note:  22  Am.  Dee.  198. 

674.   See  Rbhaimdbbs.  17.  Deihl  v.  King,  6  Sexg.  &  R. 

14.  Scott  T.  Price,  2  Seicg.  A  R.  (Pa.)  29,  9  Am.  Dee.  407.  And  see 
(Pa.)  59,  7  Am.  Dee.  629.  infra,  par.  18. 

16.  Maulding  v.  Scott,  13  Ark.  88,  18.  Maulding  v.  Scott,  IS  Ark.  88, 66 
56  Am.  Deo.  298;  Burleigh  v.  Clough,  Am.  Dee.  298;  Slaughter  v.  Slaughter, 
52  N.  H.  267,  13  Am.  Rep.  23;  West-  23  Ark.  356,  79  Am.  Dec.  HI;  Qlover 
cott  v.  Cady,  5  Johns.  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  v.  CondeU,  163  III.  566,  45  N.  E.  173, 
334,  9  Am.  Dee.  306.  36  LJC.A.  360;  Burleigh  v.  Clough,  52 

16.  Doe  V.  Considine,  6  Wall.  458,  N.  H.  267,  13  Am.  Rep.  23;  Westcott 
18  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  869;  Maulding  v.  v.  Cady,  5  Johns.  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  334,  9 
Scott,  13  Ark.  88,  56  Am.  Dec.  298;  Am.  Dec.  306;  Smith  v.  Bell,  Mart.  & 
Griggs  V.  Dodge,  2  Day  (Conn.)  28,  2  Y.  (Tenn.)  302,  17  Am.  Dee.  798  and 
Am.  Dee.  82  and  note;,0]over  v.  Con-  note. 

dell,  163  lU.  566,  46  N.  E.  173,  35  Notes:  1  Am.  Dee.  90;  17  Am.  Dec. 
Ij.R.A.  360;  Healey  v.  Toppan,  45  N.  802  ;  66  Am.  Dec  303  ;  67  Am.  Dec. 
H.  243,  86  Am.  Dee.  159;  Cleveland  453. 

T.  Havens.  13  N.  J.  Eq.  101,  78  Am.  19.  Olover  v.  Gondell,  163 IIL  666, 46 
Dec.  90  and  note;  Rowe  v.  Wliite,  16  N.  E.  173, 36  L.R.A.  360. 
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constitute  an  estate  in  tail  in  lands  will  pass  an  absolute  estate  in 
personal  property.^^  It  has  often  been  held  that  money  may  be  the 
subject  of  an  executory  devise,^  but  where  the  use  of  money  is  given 
by  will  to  a  person  for  life,  and  then  over,  such  person  is  entitled 
only  to  the  interest  on  such  money,  and  not  to  the  principal  sum.* 
A  sum  of  money  devised  to  one  for  life,  with  remainder  to  another, 
may  be  of  great  use  to  the  first  taker;  he  may  put  it  to  interest  or 
invest  it  in  goods  or  land,  and  thus  make  a  profit.  All  that  is  required 
is  that  on  his  death  his  executors  pay  the  principal  to  the  remain- 
derman. Money  has  this  peculiar  advantage  over  other  chattels,  that 
the  use  of  it  occasions  neither  loss  nor  injury,  and  from  time  it  suf- 
fers no  decay.  The  executors  of  the  first  taker  are  not  bound  to 
pay  over  the  identical  pieces  of  metal  which  their  testator  received, 
but  the  like  value  in  lawful  money  of  the  country.*  So  tlie  rents 
and  profits  as  well  as  the  estate  itself  may  be  given  by  way  of  exec- 
utory devise.* 

12.  Method  of  Limiting  Chattel  Interests. — ^As  to  the  method  of 

limiting  chattel  interests,  it  was  formerly  held  that  this  could  be 
done  only  by  will,*  and  this  view  apparently  still  obtains  in  Eng- 
land •  and  in  a  few  states  in  this  country.'  According  to  the  great 
weight  of  authority,  however,  the  rule  is  well  settled  in  the  United 
States  that  such  limitation  may  be  by  deed  as  well  as  by  will,*  and 
without  the  aid  of  a  trustee.' 

13.  Nature  of  Property  and  Manner  of  Gift  as  Determining  Effect 
of  Limitation. — ^A  gift  or  bequest  of  the  use  of  personal  property  for 
a  lifetime,  with  a  gift  over,  is  to  be  regarded  according  to  the  nature 

20.  Maulding  v.  Seott,  13  Ark.  88,  3.  Seott  v.  Price,  2  Serg.  &  R.  (Pa.) 

56  Am.  Dec.  298  and  note;  Slaughter  59,  7  Am.  Dec.  629. 

V.  Slaughter,  23  Ark.  356,  79  Am.  Dee.  4.  Rogers  v.  Ross,  4  Johns.  Ch.  (N. 

Ill;  Cleveland  v.  Havens,  13  N.  J.  Eq.  Y.)  388,  8  Ara.  Dec.  675. 

101,  78  Am.  Dec.  90  and  note.    And  5.  Jaggers  v.  Estes,  2  Strob.  Eq.  (R 

see  Jones  v.  ZoUicoffer,  4  N.  C.  645,  7  C.)  343,  49  Am.  Dec.  674. 

Am.  Dec.  708;  Dott  v.  Cunnington,  1  6.  Lance  v.  Lance,  50  N.  C.  413,  72 

Bay  (S.  C.)  453,  1  Am.  Dec.  624.  Am.  Dec.  555. 

Note :  67  Am.  Dec.  453.  7,  Lance  v.  Lance,  50  N.  C.  413.  72 

1.  Field  V.  Hitchcock,  17  Pick.  Am.  Dec.  555  (stating  that  while  tbn 
(Mass.)  182,  28  Am.  Dec.  288;  Rowe  law  was  altered  by  the  i^slature,  in 
V.  White,  16  N.  J.  Eq.  411,  84  Am.  relation  to  slaves,  by  the  aot  of  1823, 
Dee.  169;  Westeott  v.  Cady,  5  Johns,  it  remains  as  it  was  before  with  respect 
Ch.  (N.  Y.)  334,  9  Am.  Dec  306:  to  all  other  kinds  of  chattel  property). 
Scott  V.  Price,  2  Serg.  &  R.  (Pa.)  69.  And  see  Howell  v.  Howell,  29  N.  C. 
7  Ara.  Dec.  629  and  note.  491,  47  Am.  Dec.  335. 

Notes:  22  Am.  Dee.  108;  23  Eng.     Note:  67  Am.  Dec.  453. 
Rul.  Cas.  74.  8.  Jaggers  v.  Estes,  2  Strob.  Eq. 

2.  Whittemore  v.  Russell,  80  Me.  (S.  C.)  343,  49  Am.  Dec.  674. 
297,  14  Atl.  197,  6  A.  S.  R.  200  and     Note:  67  Am.  Dec.  453. 

note;  Field  v.  Hitchcock,  17  Pick.  9.  Jaggers  v.  Estes,  2  Strob.  Eq.  (S. 
(Mass.)  182,  28  Am.  Dec.  288.  C.)  343,  49  Am.  Dec.  674 

Note:  84  Am.  Dee.  174. 

474 


Digitized  by  Google 


U  K.  C.  1*  EXECUTORY  INTERESTS  i  14 

of  the  property,  and  other  circumstances. If  of  perishable  articles 
the  use  of  which  consists  in  their  consumption,  it  amounts  from 
necessity  to  an  absolute  gift  of  the  property/^  eince  the  use  and 
the  property  cannot  exist  separately.**  It  has  been  held,  however, 
that  if  the  tenant  for  life  should  die  before  such  property  is  con- 
sumed, whatever  remains  will  go  to  the  remainderman,  and  not  to 
the  representative  of  the  tenant.^'  If  the  gift  be  of  articles  which 
may  depreciate  by  using,  but  which  will  not  necessarily  be  consumed 
or  worn  out  in  that  way,  a  full  title  thereto  is  not*  given ;  but  the 
life  tenant  or  life  legatee,  under  ordinary  circumstances  and  risks, 
ia  allowed  to  retain  possession  of  the  articles.^*  Personal  property 
not  given  specifically  but  generally,  or  as  a  residue  of  personal  estate, 
must  be  converted  into  money,  the  interest  only  enjoyed  by  the 
tenant  for  life,  and  the  principal  reserved  for  the  remainderman.'^ 
This  rule  prevails,  unless  there  be  in  the  will  an  indication  of  a 
contrary  intention.'* 

14.  Security  and  Inventory  in  Case  of  Property  Given  Specifically. — 
Where  there  is  a  specific  bequest  of  chattels  for  life,  and  a  limita- 
tion over  by  way  of  remainder,  the  ancient  rule  in  chancery  was, 
that  the  person  entitled  in  remainder  could  call  on  the  tenant  for 
life  for  security  that  the  chattels  should  be  forthcoming  after  his 
decease,  the  tenant  for  life  being  regarded  as  a  trustee  for  the  remain- 
derman.*' This  rule  was,  however,  modified  at  an  early  day,  and 
the  usual  practice  now  is  not  to  require  such  security,  but  merely 
for  an  inventory  or  schedule  to  be  signed  by  the  donee  for  life, 
and  filed  in  the  proper  court,**  unless  there  is  real  danger  of  the 
loss  of  the  property  in  the  hands  of  the  first  taker,  in  which  case 

10.  Whittemore  v.  Russell,  80  Me.  15.  Healey  v.  Toppan,  45  N.  H.  243, 
297,  14  Atl.  197,  6  A.  S.  R.  200  and  86  Am.  Dec.  159  and  note;  Rowe  v. 
note.  mite,  16  N.  J.  Eq.  411,  84  Am.  Dec. 

11.  mitteraore  v.  Russell,  80  Me.  169  and  note;  Bartlett  v.  Patton,  33  W. 
297,  14  Atl.  197,  6  A.  S.  R.  200  and  Va.  71,  10  S.  E.  21,  5  L.R.A.  523. 
note;  Healey  v.  Toppan,  45  N.  H.  243,  Note:  84  Am.  Dec.  174. 

86  Am.  Dee.  159;  Bartlett  v.  Patton,  16.  Healey  v.  Toppan,  45  N.  H.  243, 
33  \V.  Va.  71,  10  S.  E.  21,  5  L.R.A.  86  Am.  Dec.  159;  Rowe  v.  White,  16 
623;  Behrens  v.  Baumann,  66  W.  Va.  N.  J.  Eq.  411,  84  Am.  Dee.  169  and 
56,  66  S.  E.  5,  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1092.  note. 

And  see  generally  LtPE  Estates.  17.  Rowe  v.  White,  16  N.  J.  Eq.  411, 

12.  Wescott  V.  Cady,  6  Johns.  Ch.  84  Am.  Deo.  169  and  note. 
(N.  Y.)  334,  9  Am.  Deo.  306;  Bart-      Note:  23  Eng.  Rul.  Gas.  74. 

lett  V.  Patton,  33  W.  Va.  71,  10  S.  E.  18.  Whittemore  v.  Russell,  80  Me. 
21,  5  L.R.A.  523.  297,  14  Atl.  197,  6  A.  S.  R.  200  and 

13.  Healy  v.  Toppan,  45  N.  H.  243,  note;  In  re  Oertle,  34  Minn.  173,  24 
86  Am.  Dec.  159.  N.  W.  924,  57  Am.  Rep.  48;  Healey  v. 

14.  Whittemore  v.  Russell,  80  Me.  Toppan,  45  N.  H.  243,  86  Am.  Dec. 
297,  14  Atl.  197,  6  A.  S.  R.  200  and  159;  Rowe  v.  White,  16  N.  J.  Eq.  411, 
note;  Healy  v.  Toppan,  45  N.  H.  243,  84  Am.  Dee.  169  and  note. 

86  Am.  Dec.  159  and  note.  Notes:  67  Am.  Dec.  454;  23  Eng. 

Note:  84  Am.  Dee.  174.  Rul.  Gas.  74. 
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security  may  properly  be  required."  The  mere  fact  that  the  legatee 
for  life  is  a  feme  covert  cannot  of  itself  fumiah  any  evidence  of 
danger  of  loss  of  the  property  in  her  hands  so  as  to  justify  the 
requisition  of  security  from  her.'**  According  to  some  authorities, 
where  the  use  of  money  is  given  the  gift  is  of  the  interest  only; 
and  as  such  property  may  be  easily  lost  or  wasted,  the  general  rule 
is,  that  the  legatee  must  give  some  reasonable  security  to  preserve 
safely  the  funds  for  the  remainderman,  or  the  money  may  go  into 
the  hands  of  a  trustee,  of  whom  a  bond  would  be  required.* 

15.  Enforcement  of  Rights  of  Remainderman. — After  the  termi- 
nation of  a  particular  estate  in  personal  property,  an  ^ion  will 
lie  to  recover  the  property  limited  over,*  and  it  has  been  hbld  that 
after  the  death  of  the  legatee  for  life  of  personal  estate,  the  remain- 
derman may  recover  the  property  limited  over,  in  an  action  on  the 
case ;  and  that  in  such  action  it  is  sufficient  to  describe  the  property 
as  consisting  of  money  and  other  articles  of  personal  estate  of  the 
value  of  a  specified  sum.*  A  bill  by  the  legatee  in  remainder,  seek- 
ing security  from  the  legatee  for  life  on  the  ground  that  the  legacy 
is  in  danger  of  loss,  is  in  the  nature  of  a  bill  quia  timet,  and  may 
be  filed  as  well  against  the  executor  himself  where  the  fund  is  in 
his  hand,  as  against  the  legatee  for  life  where  the  fund  is  in  his 
hand.* 

III.  Valvdity,  Nature,  anh  Incidents  Generally 

16.  Limitation  Repugnant  to  Gift  with  Absolute  Power  of  Dis- 
posal.— It  is  a  general  rule  as  to  conditions  subsequent,  that  to  be 
valid  they  must  not  be  repugnant  to  the  estate  given  or  devised.  They 
must  not  be  an  exception  to  the  very  thing,  that  is,  to  the  substance 
of  the  gift;  if  so,  they  are  void,  and  the  estate  gi*anted  will  stand 
unaffected  by  such  conditions.  A  fee  may  be  defeated  by  a  condi- 
tion which  is  independent  of  the  estato  granted  on  the  happening 
of  which  the  estate  is  lost;  but  a  condition,  the  effect  of  which  is  to 
cut  down  a  fee  to  a  less  estate,  is  void  because  repugnant  to  the  fee> 

19.  In  re  Oertle,  34  Minn.  173,  24  2.  Griggs  v.  Dodge,  2  Day  (Conn.) 
N.  W.  924,  57  Am.  Rep.  48;  Healey  v.  28,  2  Am.  Dec.  82. 

Toppan,  45  N.  H.  243,  86  Am.  Dee.  3.  Note:  2  Am.  Dec.  86. 

159;  Rowe  v.  White,  16  N.  J.  Eq.  411,  4.  Rowe  v.  White,  16  N.  J.  Eq.  411, 

84  Am.  Dec.  169  and  note;  Smith  v.  84  Am.  Dec.  169  and  note. 

Bell,  Mart.  &  Yerg.  (Tenn.)  302,  17  "5.  Kent  v.  Morrison,  153  Mass.  137, 

Am.  Dec.  798.  26  N.  E.  427,  25  A.  S.  R.  616,  10 

20.  Rowe  V.  White,  16  N.  J.  Eq.  411,  L.R.A.  756;  Kaufman  v.  Burgert,  195 
84  Am.  Dee.  169  and  note.  Pa.  St.  274,  45  Atl.  725,  78  A.  S.  R. 

1.  Whittemore  v.  Russell,  80  Me.  813;  Moore  v.  Sanders,  15  S.  C.  440, 
297,  14  Atl.  197,  6  A.  S.  R.  200  and  40  Am.  Rep.  703.   See  also  Estatss, 
note;  Healey  v.  Toppan,  45  N.  H.  243,  vol.  10,  p.  664. 
86  Am.  Dec.  159. 

476 


Digitized  by  Google 


I 


11  R.  C.  L. 


EXECUTORY  INTERESTS 


$  16 


In  accordance  with  this  rule  it  is  well  settled  that,  while  an  execu- 
tor limitation  after  a  fee  determinable  on  a  certain  contingency 
may  be  valid  *  yet  whenever  an  estate  is  given  to  a  person  gener- 
ally or  indefinitely  with  an  unlimited  power  of  disposition  annexed, 
it  invariably  vests  the  absolute  fee  in  the  first  taker,  and  that  an 
executory  limitation  over  is  repugnant  and  void.'  Indestructibility 
is  an  essential  element  of  an  executory  limitation,*  and  an  unlim- 
ited power  of  disposition  in  the  first  taker  is  clearly  incongruous 
with  this  idea,  being  ipso  facto  a  destruction  of  the  executory  limita- 
tion, whether  the  power  is  exercised  or  not.*  In  this  construction 
no  distinction  is  made  between  goods  and  lands,  but  if  the  primary 
gift  vests  in  the  first  taker  an  absolute  interest  in  personal,  or  an 
absolute  fee  simple  in  real,  property,  it  exhausts  the  entire  estate,  so 
that  there  can  be  no  valid  remainder.'"   Thus  where  an  absolute 


6.  See  snpra,  par.  8.  52  N.  H.  267,  13  Am.  Rep.  23;  Van 

7.  Howard  v.  Camsi,  109  U.  S.  725,  Home  v.  Campbell,  100  K  Y.  287,  3 
3  S.  a.  575,  27  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1089;  N.  E.  316,  771,  53  Am.  Rep.  166;  Pat- 
Slaugfater  v.  Slaughter,  23  Ark.  356,  rick  v.  Morehead,  85  N.  C.  62,  39  Am. 
79  Am.  Dec.  Ill  and  note ;  MeKenzie'a  Rep.  684  and  note ;  Smith  v.  Starr,  3 
Appeal,  41  Conn.  607,  19  Am.  Rep.  Whart.  (Pa.)  62,  31  Am.  Dec.  498  aiid 
525;  Peckham  v,  L^o,  57  Conn.  553,  note;  Moore  v.  Sanders,  15  S.  C.  440, 
19  Atl.  392,  14  A.  S.  R.  130,  7  L.R.A.  40  Am.  Rep.  703;  Smith  v.  Bell,  Mart. 
419;  Mansfield  v.  Shelton,  67  Conn,  ft  T.  (Tenn.)  302,  17  Am.  Dec.  798; 
390,  35  Att.  271,  52  A.  S.  R.  285  and  Bradley  v.  Caines,  94  Tenn.  27,  27  S. 
note;  Williams  t.  Elliott,  246  III.  548,  W.  1007,  45  A.  S.  R.  696  and  note; 
92  N.  B.  960,  138  A.  S.  R.  254;  Out-  StoweU  v.  Hastings,  59  Yt.  494,  8  Atl. 
land  V.  Bowen,  115  Ind.  150,  17  K.  738,  59  Am.  Rep.  748;  Miller  v.  Pot- 
E.  281,  7  A.  S.  R.  420;  Rona  v.  Meier,  terfield,  86  Va.  876,  11  S.  E.  486,  19 
47  In.  607,  29  Am.  Rep.  493;  Bills  v.  A.  S.  R.  919;  Halt  v.  Palmer,  87  Va. 
Bills,  80  la.  269,  45  N.  W.  748,  20  354,  12  S.  E.  618,  24  A.  S.  R.  653 
A.  S.  R.  418,  8  L.R.A.  606;  Jones  v,  and  note,  11  L.R.A.  610;  Behrens  t. 
Bacon,  68  Me.  34.  28  Am.  Rep.  1  and  Bnumann,  66  W.  Va.  56,  66  S.  £.  5, 
note;  Stuart  v.  Walker,  72  Me.  146,  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1092. 

39  Am.  Rep.  311  and  note;  Mitchell  v.  Notes:  17  Am.  Deo.  802;  35  Am. 
MorsG,  77  Me.  423,'l  Atl.  141,  52  Am.  Dec.  319;  28  Am.  Rep.  4;  46  A,  S.  R. 
Rep.  781;  Combs  v.  Combs,  67  Md.  11,  700;  7  Ann.  Cas.  953. 
8  Atl.  757,  1  A.  S.  R.  359  and  note;  In  O'Day  v.  O'Day,  193  Mo.  62, 
Burbank  V.  Whitney,  24  Pick.  (Mass.)  91  S.  W.  921,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  922, 
14C,  35  Am.  Dec.  312;  Chase  v.  Ladd,  it  was  held  that  a  provision  in  a  will 
153  Mass.  126,  26  N.  E.  429,  25  A.  S.  that  in  case  of  the  death  before  major- 
R.  614  and  note;  Kent  v.  Morrison,  ity  of  either  of  two  of  testator's  chil- 
153  Mass.  137,  26  N.  E.  427,  25  A.  S.  dren,  his  share  should  go  to  tbe  other, 
R.  616, 10  L.R.A.  756;  In  re  Oertle,  34  is  not  defeated  by  a  provision  vesting 
Minn.  173,  24  N.  W.  924,  57  Am.  Rep.  the  control  of  such  shares  in  trustees, 
48;  Reinders  v.  Koppelraann,  68  Mo.  with  the  expressed  desire  that  the  real 
482,  30  Am.  Rep.  802;  Comwell  v.  estate  should  not  be  disposed  of  unless 
Wulff,  148  Mo.  542,  50  S.  W.  439,  45  absolutely  necessary;  since  such  pro- 
L.R.A.  53;  Gannon  v.  Albright,  183  vision  does  not  confer  a  power  of  salt;. 
Mo.  238,  81  S.  W.  1162,  105  A.  S.  R.  8.  See  infra,  par.  21. 
471  and  note,  67  L.R.A.  97;  Jackson  9.  Note:  7  Ann.  Cas.  953. 
T.  Little,  213  Mo.  589,  112  S.  W.  53,  10.  Mansfield  v.  Shelton,  67  Conn. 
127  A.  S  R.  620;  Burleigh  v.  Clough,  390,  35  AtL  271,  52  A.  S.  R.  285; 
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gift  to  a  person  is  followed  in.  the  same  instrument  by  a  gift  over 
in  case  of  that  person  dying  intestate,  or  without  having  disposed 
of  the  property,  the  gift  over  is  said  to  be  repugnant,  and  is  void.** 
When  there  is  an  absolute  or  unlimited  devise  or  bequest  of  prop- 
erty, a  subsequent  clause  expressing  a  wish,  desire,  or  direction  for 
its  disposition  after  the  death  of  the  devisee  or  legatee  will  not  defeat 
the  devise  or  bequest,  nor  limit  the  estate  or  interest  in  the  property 
to  the  right  to  possess  and  use  during  the  life  of  the  devisee  or  legatee. 
The  absolute  devise  or  bequest  stands,  and  the  other  clause  is  to  be 
regarded  as  presenting  precatory  language.  The  will  must  be  inter- 
preted to  invest  in  the  devisee  or  legatee  the  fee-simple  title  of  the 
land,  and  the  absolute  property  in  the  subject  of  the  bequest.*'  In 
the  case  of  executory  devises  the  question  whether  the  primary 
gift  is  in  fee,  so  as  to  exhaust  the  entire  estate,  is  in  each  case 
to  be  decided  on  a  careful  examination  of  the  entire  will,  aided  by 
legitimate  extrinsic  evidence,  to  ascertain  the  actual  intent  of  the 
testator;  which  intent,  when  so  discovered  and  made  obvious,  is  con- 
trolling." 

17.  Limitation  Over  after  Life  Estate  with  Power  of  Disposal. — 
While  the  rule  in  the  case  pf  an  estate  in  fee  with  the  absolute  power 
of  di^osition  is  as  above  stated,  yet  it  is  generally  held  that  a  life 
estate  expressly  created  will  not  be  converted  into  a  fee,  absolute  or 
qualified,  or  into  any  other  form  of  estate  greater  than  a  life  eetate, 
merely  by  reason  of  there  being  coupled  with  it  a  power  of  disposi- 
tion,'* and  consequently  that  a  gift  over  will  not  be  inoperative  and 
void  by  reason  of  repugnance,  as  is  considered  to  be  the  case  when 

Van  Home  v.  Campbell,  100  N.  T.  And  see  WniLS. 
287,  3  N.  E.  316,  771,  53  Am.  Rep.     14.  Peckham  v.  Lego,  57  Ootid.  553, 
166;  Smith  v.  Bell,  Hart.  &  Yerg.  19  Atl.  392, 14  A.  S.  R.  ISO,  7  L.R.A. 
(Tenn.)  302,  17  Am.  Dee.  798.  419;  Mansfield  v.  Shelton,  67  Conn. 

Note:  17  Am.  Deo.  802.  390,  35  AU.  271,  52  A.  S.  R.  285; 

In  Williams  v.  Ash,  1  How.  1, 11  U.  Henderson  v.  Blackburn,  104  III.  227, 
S.  (L.  ed.)  25,  it  was  held  that  a  be-  44  Am.  Rep.  780;  Stuart  v.  Walker, 
quest  of  a  slave  to  one  person  with  a  72  Me.  146,  39  Am.  Rep.  311  and  note ; 
bequest  over  to  another  m  the  event  of  Stevens  v.  Winship,  1  Pick.  (Mass.) 
the  sale  or  removal  from  the  state  of  318,  11  Am.  Deo.  178  and  note;  In  re 
such  slave  by  the  first  taker  was  not  a  Oertle,  34  Minn.  173,  24  N.  E.  924,  57 
restraint  or  alienation  inconsistent  Am.  Rep.  48;  Comwell  v.  Wul£f,  148 
with  the  right  to  the  property  be-  Mo.  542,  50  S.  W.  439,  45  L.R.A.  53; 
qneathed  to  the  l^atee  and  that  the  Loosing  v.  Loosing,  85  Neb.  66,  122 
limitation  over  would  be  good.  N.  W.  707,  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  920;  Bur- 

11.  Holmes  v.  Godson,  8  De  G.  M.  leigh  v,  Clough,  52  N.  H.  267, 13  Am. 
*  G.  152,  25  L.  J.  Ch.  317,  23  Eng.  Rep.  23;  Miller  v.  Potterfield,  86  Va. 
Rul.  Gas.  54  and  note.  876,  U  S.  E.  486,  19  A.  S.  R.  919; 

12.  Bills  V.  Bills,  80  la.  269,  45  N.  Larsen  v.  Johnson,  78  Wis.  300,  47 
W.  748,  20  A.  8.  B.  418.  See  gen-  N.  W.  615,  23  A.  S.  R.  404  and  note, 
erally  Wn^LS.  Notes:  28  Am.  Rep.  4;  45  A.  S.  R. 

13.  Mansfield  v.  Shelton,  67  Conn.  700;  7  Ann.  Cas.  953;  23  Sng-  KnL  * 
390,  35  Atl.  271,  52  A.  S.  R.  285.  Cas.  73. 
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a  gift  over  is  limited  after  a  prior  absolute  gift.'*  The  estate  cre- 
ated' by  the  exercise  of  the  power  does  not  take  effect  out  of  the 
interest  of  the  life  tenant,  but  out  of  the  estate  of  the  grantor  of 
the  power  not  embraced  in  the  life  interest.'*  While  an  express 
gift  in  fee  will  not  be  reduced  to  a  life  estate  by  mere  implication 
from  a  subsequent  gift  over,"  it  has  been  held  that  this  may  be  done 
by  subsequent  language  clearly  indicating  such  intent  and  equiva- 
lent to  a  positive  provision.'*  In  some  jurisdictions  the  rule  as  to 
the  validity  of  a  limitation  over  after  an  estate  for  life  with  the 
power  of  disposition,  is  subject  to  the  restriction  that  the  power  of 
disposition  must  be  limited."  If  the  first  taker  is  given  an  estate 
for  life,  coupled  with  an  unlimited  power  of  disposition,  the  fee  or 
absolute  estate  vests  in  the  first  taker,  and  the  limitation  over  is 
void.  If  the  power  is  dependent  on  a  contingency,  or  if  the  power 
be  definitely  qualified,  the  estate  of  the  first  taker  is  limited  to  life, 
and  the  limitation  over  takes  effect.**  Whether  a  will  expressly 
gives  a  life  estate,  or  simply  uses  words  implying  such  limited  estate, 
the  controlling  question  is,  does  the  will  give  an  unlimited,  or  only 
a  contingent  and  modified,  power  of  disposition  to  the  first  taker?  * 


15.  Slaughter  v.  Slaughter,  23  Ark.  McManaroan,  85  Neb.  337,  123  N.  W. 
356,  79  Am.  Dec.  HI  and  note;  Dun-  299,  27  L.R.A.{N.S.)  1047. 

nirig  V.  Vandusen,  47  Ind.  423,  17  Am.  18.  Mansfield  v.  Shelton,  67  Conn. 
Rep.  709;  Mitchell  v.  Morse,  77  Me.  390,  35  Atl.  271,  52  A.  S.  R.  285;  Kent 
423,  1  Atl.  141,  52  Am.  Rep.  781;  v.  Morrison,  153  Mass.  137,  26  N.  E. 
Kent  V.  JInrrison,  153  Mass.  137,  26  427,  25  A.  S.  R.  616,  10  L.R.A.  756; 
N.  E.  427,  25  A.  S.  R.  616.  10  L.R.A.  Comwell  v.  Wulflf.  148  Mo.  542,  50 
756;  Grace  v.  Perry,  197  Mo.  550,. 95  S.  W.  439,  45  L.R.A.  53;  Miller  v. 
S.  W.  875,  7  Ann.  Cos.  948  and  note;  Potterfield,  86  Va.  876,  11  S.  E.  486, 
Van  Home  v.  Campbell,  100  N.  Y.  19  A.  S.  R.  919. 
287,  3  N.  E.  316,  771,  53  Am.  Rep.  19.  Note:  7  Ann.  Cas.  957. 
166;  Patrick  v.  Morehead,  85  N.  C.  20.  Smith  v.  Bell,  Mart,  ft  Y. 
62,  39  Am.  Rep.  684  and  note;  Ben-  (Tenn.)  302,  17  Am.  Dee.  798;  Davis 
tham  V.  Smith,  Cheves  Bq.  (S.  C.)  v.  Richardson,  10  Yerg.  (Tenn.)  290, 
33,  34  Am.  Dec.  599;  Stowell  v.  Hast-  31  Am.  Deo.  581  and  note;  Bradley  v. 
inga.  59  Vt.  494,  8  Atl.  738,  59  Am.  Games,  94  Tenn.  27,  27  S.  W.  1007, 
Rep.  748;  Larsen  v.  Johnson,  78  Wis.  45  A.  S.  R.  696  and  note;  Miller  v. 
300,  47  N.  W.  615,  23  A.  S.  R.  404  and  Potterfield,  86  Va.  876,  11  S.  E.  486, 
note.  And  see  cases  cited  m  the  next  19  A.  S.  K.  919;  Bowen  v.  Bowen,  87 
preceding  note.  Va.  438,  12  8.  £.  885,  24  A.  S.  B. 

Notes:  28  Am.  Rep.  4;  7  Ann.  Cas.  664  and  note. 
953;  23  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  73.  Notes:  U  Am.  Dee.  183;  7  Ann. 

16.  Van  Home  v.  Campbell,  100  N.  Cas.  957. 

Y.  287,  3  N.  B.  3ifl,  771,  53  Am.  Rep.  1.  Bradley  v.  Camee,  94  Tenn.  27, 
166.  27  S.  W.  1007,  45  A.  S.  R.  696  and 

17.  Mansfield  v.  Shelton,  67  Conn.  note. 

390,  36  Atl.  271,  52  A.  S.  R.  285;     Note:  7  Ann.  Cas.  957. 
MitdieU  V.  Morse,  77  Me.  423,  1  Atl.     For  a  full  discQssion  of  the  effect 
141,  62  Am.  Rep.  781;  Jackson  v.  of  a  devise  with  the  primary  disposal 
Little,  213  Mo.  589, 112  S.  W.  53,  127  or  appointment,  sea  Powms. 
A.  S.  B.  620  and  note;  Schuitter  v. 
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18.  LLnitations  Tending  to  Create  Ferpetnities  Generally.— It  is 
veil  settled  that  an  executory  limitatiozi  tending  to  create  a  per^ 
petuity  is  in  point  of  law  void The  true  test  by  which  to  ascer- 
tain whether  a  limitation  over  is  void  for  remoteness  is  very  simple. 
It  does  not  depend  on  the  character  or  nature  of  the  contingency 
or  event  upon  which  it  is  to  take  effect.  These  may  be  varied  to 
any  extent.  But  it  turns  on  the  single  question,  whether  the  pre- 
scribed contingency  or  event  may  not  arise  until  after  the  time 
allowed  by  law  within  which  the  gift  over  must  take  effect.*  The 
future  event  or*  contingency  on  which  the  limitation  over  is  to  take 
effect  must  be  such  as  must  happen,  if  at  all,  within  the  period 
allowed  by  law.*  The  limitation  must  be  good  at  the  time  of  its 
creation;  for  if  not  good  at  its  creation,  no  subsequent  accident  or 
occurrence  can  make  it  good."  As  to  the  precise  period  within  which 
an  executory  limitation  must  vest  in  order  not  to  violate  the  rule 
against  perpetuities,  it  is  usually  held  that  such  a  limitation  is  not 
too  remote  if  the  contingency  on  which  it  is  to  take  effect  must 
happen,  if  at  all,  within  the  compass  of  a  life  or  lives  in  being,  and 
twenty-one  years  and  a  few  months  after.'  The  twenty-one  years 
are  introduced  to  provide  for  the  minority  of  a  child  born,  and  a 
few  months  are  allowed  to  let  in  a  posthumous  child.^ 

2.  Holmes  t.  Williams,  1  Root  5.  Pennington  v.  Pennington,  70 
(Conn.)  335, 1  Am.  Dee.  49;  Roach  v.  Md.  436,  17  Atl.  329,  3  L.R.A.  81U: 
Martin,  1  Har.  (Del.)  548,  27  Am.  Downing  v.  Wherrin,  19  N.  H.  9,  4D 
Dee.  746;  Pennington  v.  Pennington,  Am,  Dec.  139. 

70  Md.  436, 17  Atl.  329,  3  L.R.A.  816;  6.  Barnit*  v.  Caaey,  7  Cranch  456, 

Brattle  Square  Church  v.  Grant,  3  3  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  403;  Combs  v.  Combs, 

Gray  (Mass.)  142,  63  Am.  Dec.  725  67  Md.  11,  8  Atl.  757,  1  A.  S.  R.  359 

and  note;  Bell  v.  Scammon,  15  N.  H.  and  note;  Brattle  Square  Church  v. 

381, 41  Am.  Dee.  706;  Merrill  T.  Amer-  Grant,  3  Gray  (Mass.)  142,  (>J  Am 

ican  Baptist  Missionaiy  Union,  73  N.  Dec.  726  and  note;  Uawley  v.  Korth- 

H.  414,  62  Atl.  647,  111  A.  S.  R.  6.32,  ampton,  8  Mass.  3,  6  Am.  Dec  66; 

6  Ann.  Cas.  646,  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1143  Deihl  v.  King,  6  Sag.  ft  R.  (Pa.)  29, 

and  note;  Cudworth  v.  Thompson,  3  9  Am.  Dee.  407. 

Desans.  (S.  C.)  256,  4  Am.  Dee.  617;  7.  Hawley  v.  Northampton,  8  Mass. 

Cadell  T.  Palmer,  1  CI.  &  F.  372,  7  3,  5  Am.  Dee.  66.   In  Cadell  v.  Palm- 

Bligh  N.  S.  202,  36  Rev.  Rep.  128,  er,  1  CI.  &  P.  372,  7  Bli^b.  N.  S.  202, 

21  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  100  and  note.   See  36  Rev.  Rep.  128,  21  Eng.  Rul.  Cas. 

generally  Pbrpettuities.  100,  the  English  rule  is  stated  to  be 

3.  McArthur  v.  Scott  113  U.  S.  310,  that  a  limitation,  by  way  of  executory 
6  S.  Ct.  652,  28  U.  S.  (L.  cd.)  1015;  devise,  to  take  effect  at  the  e?piry  of 
Brattle  Square  Church  v.  Grant,  3  a  term  of  twenty-one  years  axter  the 
Gray  (Mass.)  142,  63  Am.  Deo.  725  determination  of  certain  lives  in  be- 
and  note.  ing,  is  not  void  as  being  too  remote, 

4.  Pennington  v.  Pennington,  70  although  the  tdrm  of  twenty-one  years 
Md.  436,  17  Atl.  329,  3  L.R.A.  816;  is  a  term  in  gross  without  reference  to 
Brattle  Square  Church  v.  Grant,  3  the  infancy  of  any  person.  But  if  to 
Gray  (Mass.)  142,  63  Am.  Dec.  725  the  term  in  gross  of  twenty-one  years 


and  note. 
Note:  35  Am.  Dec.  319. 


were  added  any  further  period,  al- 
though not  exceeding  the  onUnary 
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19.  Limitations  Over  on  Failure  of  Issue. — It  is  well  settled  that 
while  an  executory  limitation  to  take  effect  on  a  definite  failure  of 
iasue  in  the  first  taker  is  valid,^  yet  a  limitation  to  take  effect  on  a 
general  or  indefinite  failure  of  issue  is  void.*  A  definite  failure  of 
issue  is  where  a  precise  time  is  fixed  for  the  failure  of  issue,  not 
in  express  terms,  but  inferable  with  reference  to  any  particular  time 
or  event^i**  as  in  the  case  of  a  devise  to  a  designated  person,  but  if 
he  die  without  lawful  issue  living  at  the  time  of  his  death,  then 
over.'*  An  indefinite  failure  of  issue  is  the  very  converse  of  the 
other,  and  means  a  failure  of  issue  whenever  it  shall  happen,  sooner 
or  later,  without  any  de6nite  period  within  which  it  must  happen. 
It  means  the  period  when  the  issue  or  descendants  of  the  first  taker 
become  extinct,  and  when  there  is  no  longer  any  issue  of  the  issue 
of  the  grantee,  without  reference  to  any  particular  time  or  any 
particular  event,  and  an  executory  devise  to  take  effect  at  such  a 
remote  period  of  time  is  void,  because  it  might  tie  up  property  for 
generations.**  In  the  case  of  limitations  over  on  the  contingency 
of  the  first  taker's  "dying  without  issue,"  or  "dying  without  leaving 
issue,"  or  similar  expressions,  there  is  no  little  conflict  of  authority 
as  to  whether  they  shall  be  construed  as  signifying  a  definite  or  indefi- 
nite failure  of  issue.  One  line  of  authorities  holds  that  where  such 
expressions  as  the  above  are  unaccompanied  by  other  words  restrictive 
of  their  operation,  they  will  be  construed  as  signifying  an  indefinite 
failure  of  issue,  and  Uie  limitation  over  will  be  held  too  remote.*' 
Although  it  has  been  held  that  in  executory  bequests  of  personal 
estate,  any  words  in  the  will  may  be  laid  hold  of  to  restrain  th^ 
generality  of  the  words  "dying  without  issue,"  and  confine  them  to 
a  dying  without  issue  living  at  the  time  of  the  p^^on's  decease,  in 

period  of  gestation,  the  snbseqnent  Taylor,  63  Pa.  St.  481,  3  Am.  Rep. 

liraitatioD  would  be  void.  565,    And  see  Sayward  v.  Sayward, 

8.  Deihl  v.  King,  6  Berg.  &  R.  (Pa.)  7  Greenl.  (Me.)  210,  22  Am.  Dec.  191. 
29,  9  Am.  Dec.  407.  See  supra,  par.  10.  Deihl  v.  King,  6  Serg.  &  R. 
9.  (Pa.)  29,  9  Am.  Dee.  407. 

9.  Holmes  v.  Williams,  1  Root  11.  Downing  v.  Wherrin,  19  N.  H. 
(Conn.)  335,  1  Am.  Dec.  49;  Roach  v.  9,  49  Am.  Dec.  139. 

Martin,  1  Har.  (Del.)  548,  27  Am.  12.  Downing  v.  Wherrin,  19  N.  H. 

Dec.  746;  Hertz  v.  Abrahams,  110  Oa.  9,  49  Am.  Dec.  139. 

707,  36  S.  E.  409,  50  L.R.A.  361;  Bell  13.  Roach  v.  Martin,  1  Har.  (Del.) 

V.  Seamann,  15  N.  H.  381,  41  Am.  548,  27  Am.  Dec.  746;   Hawley  v. 

Dec.  706;  Downing  v.  Wherrin,  19  Northampton,  8  Mass.  3,  5  Am.  Dec. 

H.  9,  49  Am.  Dec.  139;  Morrill  v.  66  and  note;  Downing  v.  Wherrin,  19 

-American  Baptist  Missionary  Union,  N.  H.  9,  49  Am.  Dec.  139;  Anderson 

73  N.  H.  414,  62  Atl.  647,  111  A.  S.  v.  Jackson,  16  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  382.  8 

R.  G32,  6  Ann.  Cas.  646,  3  L.R.A.  Am.  Dec.  330  (citing  numerous  au- 

(N.S.)  1143  and  note;  Den  v.  Gibbons,  thorities  to  this  effect  though  the  hold- 

22  N.  J.  L.  117,  51  Am.  Dec.  253;  ing  was  in  favor  of  the  contrary  con- 

Anderson  v.  Jackson,  16  Johns.  (N.  struction). 
T.)  382,  8  Am.  Dec.  330;  Taylor  v. 
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order  to  support  the  intention  of  the  testator,  yet  even  in  the  limita- 
tion of  personal  estate  the  words  "dying  without  issue,"  standing  alone, 
without  the  concurrence  of  any  other  drcumstance  indicating  an 
intention  of  restricting  it,  would  not,  ex  vi  termini,  signify  a  dying 
without  issue  living  at  the  death  of  the  first  taker.  To  restrain  it 
there  must  be  some  apparent  restrictive  inclination;  some  clause  or 
circumstance  in  the  will  which  can  indicate  or  imply  such  inten- 
tion; some  expression  or  circumstance  connected  with  the  will;  some 
fair  demonstration.^*  The  difficulty  under  which  these  courts  have 
labored  is  to  determine  what  words  shall  be  considered  as  qualifying 
the  general  expressions,  and  whether  the  language  used,  on  a  reason- 
able construction  of  it,  points  out  some  definite  period  when  the 
limitation  over  shall  taie  effect.^*  Other  authorities,  however,  have 
adopted  the  rule  that  such  words  as  those  above  set  out  are,  unless 
a  different  intent  otherwise  appears,  to  be  construed  as  referring  to  a 
dying  without  issue  living  at  the  time  of  the  first  taker's  death.'* 
In  some  jurisdictions  the  construction  of  terms  such  as  those  now 
under  consideration,  when  used  in  a  will,  has  been  determined  by 
statute  as  meaning  a  definite  failure  of  issue  if  other  words  in  the 
will  do  not  prevent  this  result." 

20.  Validity  of  Successive  Limitations. — It  is  well  settled  that 
there  may  be  several  limitations  after  the  first  executory  devise  of 
the  whole  interest,  and  any  one  of  them  may  be  good  in  the  event 
that  no  one  of  the  preceding  executory  limitations  which  would  carry 
the  whole  interest  happens  to  vest,'^  but  it  is  equally  well  settled 
that  when  any  one  of  the  preceding  executory  limitations  which 

■  would  carry  the  whole  interest  happens  to  take  place,  all  the  subse- 
quent limitations  become  void  and  the  whole  interest  in  them  vested.** 

21.  Exemption  of  Limitation  from  Power  of  First  Taker. — Save 
in  the  case  of  a  limitation  over  after  an  estate  tail,**  it  is  well  set- 
tled that  when  a  valid  executory  limitation  has  been  duly  created 
it  is  wholly  exempted  from  the  power  of  the  first  taker.^   An  eesen- 

14.  DethI  v.  King,  6  Seig.  ft  R.  17.  Herts  ▼.  Abrahams,  110  Oa. 
(Pa.)  29,  9  Am,  Dec.  407.  707,  36  S.  E.  409,  60  L.R.A.  361; 

15.  Downing  v.  Wfaerrin,  19  N.  H.  Combs  t.  Combs,  G7  Md.  11,  8  Atl. 
9,  49  Am.  Dee.  139.   And  see  WaLS.  757, 1  A.  S.  R.  359  and  note.   And  see 

16.  Jackson  v.  Chew,  12  Wheat.  153,  Wills. 

6  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  684  (following  de-  18.  Rogers  r.  Ross,  4  Johns.  Ch. 

cision  of  New  Tork  courts);  Holmes  (N.  Y.)  388,  8  Am.  Dee.  675;  Cnd- 

T.  Williams,  1  Root  (Conn.)  335,  1  worth  v.  Thompson,  3  Desaus.  (S.  C.) 

Am.  Dee.  49;  Fosdiek  r.  Cornell,  1  256,  4  Am.  Dee.  617. 

Johns.  (N.  T.)  440,  3  Am.  Dee.  340;  19.  Cndworth    v.    Thompson,  3 

Jackson  v.  Blanshan,  3  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  Desaus.  (S.  C.)  256,  4  Am.  Dec.  617. 

292,  3  Am.  Dec.  485;  Jackson  v.  20.  See  supra,  par.  10. 

Staats,  11  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  337,  6  Am.  1.  Slaughter  t.  Slau^ter,  23  Ark. 

Dee.  376;  Anderson  v.  Jackson,  16  356,  70  Am.  Dee.  Ill  and  note;  "WU- 

Johna.  (N.  Y.)  382,  8  Am.  Dee.  330.  Uams  v.  EUiott,  246  111.  648,  92  N.  E. 

And  see  Wills.  960,  138  A.  S.  R.  264;  Downing  v. 
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tial  difference  between  a  contingent  remainder  and  an  executory 
limitation  is  that  the  first  may  be  barred  or  destroyed  by  several 
means,'  whereas  an  executory  limitation  cannot  be  prevented  from 
taking  effect  when  the  contingency  happens,  either  by  fine  or  recov- 
ery, or  by  any  alteration  or  sale  of  the  ^tate  after  which  it  is 
limited.*  Aa  already  seen,  an  absolute  power  of  disposal  of  the  first 
estate  will  make  the  limitation  over  inoperative.* 

22.  Merger  or  Surrender  of  Prior  Estate. — ^While  a  contingent 
remainder  may  be  destroyed  at  common  law  by  fine  or  recovery,  by 
merger  of  the  particular  estate,  or  by  any  displacement  thereof,*  an 
executory  devise  cannot  be  defeated  by  any  destruction  of  the  prec- 
edent estate  by  disseisin,  forfeiture,  surrender,  or  merger  * 

23.  Lapse  or  Failure  of  Prior  Estate, — With  regard  to  the  effect 
on  an  executory  limitation  of  the  failure  of  the  prior  gift,  it  has 
been  held  in  a  number  of  instances  tiiiat,  if  the  prior  estate  never 
takes  effect  the  gift  over  n€fvertheless  becomes  operative,  the  first 
estate  being  considered  a  preceding  limitation  only,  and  not  a  con- 
dition precedent.'  The  principle  which  at  common  law  occasioned, 
and  still  may  occasion,  the  lapse  of  a  legacy  or  devise,  can  have 
no  application  to  substituted  gifts.  The  primary  gift  may  lapse 
or  fail  if  its  object  dies  before  the  will  can  operate  at  all,  but  this 
has  no  tendency  to  defeat  an  independent  and  ulterior  limitation  to 
other  objects  who  are  living  at  the  testator's  death.  In  such  cases, 
the  question  is  not  one  of  lapse,  but  of  interpretation  and  intention.* 
The  mere  lapse  of  intervening  estates  will  never  be  allowed  to  defeat 
the  remainder  over,  unless  these  estates  be  coupled  with  conditions 
on  which  the  subsequent  limitations  are  in  some  way  made  to  depend.* 
Thus  under  a  devise  and  bequest  to  the  testator's  son  of  real  and 
personal  property  for  life,  and  to  his  heirs  in  case  he  die  leaving 
issue,     if  he  die  without  issue  to  the  testator's  nephews  and  nieces, 

Wherrin,  19  N.  H.  9,  49  Am.  Dee.      4.  See  supra,  par.  16. 
139;  Burleigh  v.  Clough,  52  N.  H.  267,     6.  McCreary  v.  Coggeshall,  74  S.  C. 
13  Am.  Rep.  23;  Smith  v.  Bell,  Mart.  42,  53  S.  E.  978,  7  Ann.  Caa.  693,  7 
ft  T.  (Tenn.)  302, 17  Am.  Dee.  798.     L.R.A.(N.S.)  433, 

2.  Downing  v.  Wherrin,  19  N.  H.  9,  6.  Bamitz  t,  Casey,  7  Craueh  456, 
49  Am.  Dee.  139.   See  Reicainders.     3  U.  S.  (L.  ed.>  403;  L'Etonmeau  v. 

8.  Holmes   v.   Williams,   1   Root  Henquenet,  89  Hich.  428,  SO  N.  W, 
(Conn.)  335, 1  Am.  Dee.  49;  L'Etonr-  1077,  28  A.  8.  R.  310. 
nean  v.  Henqnenet,  89  Midi.        60     7.  Pennington  v.  Pennington,  70 
N.  W.  1077,  28  A.  S.  B.  310;  Down-  Hd.  436,  17  Atl.  329,  3  L.RJL  816; 
ing  T.  Wherrin,  19  N.  H.  9,  49  Am.  Burbank  v.  Whitney,  24  Pick  (Mass.) 
Dee.  139;  Burleigh  v.  Clongh,  52  N.  146,  35  Am.  Dec.  312;  Newell  v.  Nio- 
H.  267,  13  Am.  Rep.  23;  Garland  v.  hols,  75  N.  Y.  78,  31  Am.  Rep.  424. 
Watt,  26  N.  C.  287,  42  Am.  Dee.  120     8.  Downing  v.  Manhall,  23  N.  T. 
and  note;  Smith  t.  Bell,  Mart,  ft  Y.  366, 80  Am.  Dec.  290.   As  to  the  lapse 
(Tenn.)  302,  17  Am.  Dee.  798;  Brad-  of  l^icies  and  devises,  see  Wn.LS. 
ley  T.  Games,  94  Tenn.  27,  27  S.  W.     9.  Pennington   r.   Pennington,  74 
1007,  45  A.  S.  R.  696  and  note.  Md.  436,  17  Ati.  329,  3  Lil.A.  816. 
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if  the  son  should  die  without  issue  before  the  testator  there  would 
be  no  lapse,  but  the  contingent  limitation  would  take  effect  in  favor 

of  the  nephews  and  nieces.'" 

24.  Prior  Estate  as  Affected  by  Failure  of  Gift  Over. — With  regard 
to  the  effect  of  the  failure  of  a  gift  over  on  the  preceding  gift, 
the  general  principle  applicable  to  such  cases  is  that  when  a  subse- 
quent condition  or  limitation  is  void  by  reason  of  its  being  impos- 
sible, repugnant,  or  contrary  to  law,  the  estate  becomes  vested  in 
the  first  taker  discharged  of  the  condition  or  limitation  over,  accord- 
ing to  the  tern^  in  which  it  was  granted  or  devised ;  if  for  life, 
then  it  takes  effect  as  a  life  estate ;  '*  if  in  fee,  then  as  a  fee  simple 
absolute.**  The  reason  on  which  this  rule  is  said  to  rest  is  that 
when  a  person  has  granted  or  devised  an  estate,  he  shall  not  be 
allowed  to  fetter  or  defeat  it  by  annexing  thereto  impossible,  illegal, 
or  repugnant  conditions  or  limitations.**  Where  after  sundry  devises 
in  fee  and  bequests  to  the  testator's  children  exhausting  the  estate, 
it  is  provided  that  if  any  one  or  more  happen  to  die  without  heirs, 
then  his  or  their  parts  or  shares  shall  be  equally  divided  among  the 
rest  of  the  children,  the  last  surviving  child,  whether  having  issue 
or  not,  will  retain  not  only  his  share  in  the  first  devise  but  also 
the  shares  which  have  accrued  to  him;  for  the  estate  devised  to  him 
was  vested  by  the  devise,  and  if  no  one  can  take  under  the  execu- 
tory devise,  it  will  become  inoperative,  and  cannot  divest  him  of 
what  he  has  gained  by  the  direct  devise." 

25.  Transmissibility  of  Executory  Limitations  and  Their  Lia- 
bility to  Execution  Sale. — Executory  devises  are  now  generally  con- 
sidered not  as  bai-e  possibilities,  but  as  certain  interests  and  estates,** 
and  as  such  to  be  assignable,  devisable,  and  transmissible  to  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  devisee,  provided  that  the  identity  of  the  latter 
is  certain,  and  that  the  object  of  the  devise  is  fixed.*'   Such  execu- 

10.  Downing  v.  Marshall,  23  N.  Y.  v.  Havens,  13  N.  J.  Eq.  101,  78  Am. 
366,  80  Am.  Dec.  290.  Dec.   90  and  note;  Van   Home  v. 

11.  Brattle  Square  Cbnrch  v.  Grant,  Campbell,  100  N.  Y.  287,  3  N.  E.  316, 
3  Gray  (Mass.)  142,  63  Am.  Dec.  725  771,  53  Am.  Rep.  166;  Anderson  v. 
and  note;  Scott  v.  Price,  2  Serg.  &  R.  United  Realtv  Co.,  79  Ohio  St.  23,  86 
(Pa.)  59,  7  Am.  Dec.  629.  N.  E.  644,  51  L.R.A.(N.S.)  477  and 

Note:  21  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  157.  note. 

12.  Brattle  Square  Church  v.  Grant,  Note:  21  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  157. 

3  Gray  (Mass.)  142,  63  Am.  Dec.  725.  14.  Brattle  Square  Church  v.  Grant, 

13.  Doe  V.  Watson,  8  How.  263,  12  3  Gray  (Mass.)  142,  63  Am.  Dec.  725. 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1072;  Outland  v.  Bowen,  15.  Jackson  v.  Staata,  11  Johns. 
115  Ind.  150,  17  N.  E.  281,  7  A.  S.  II.  (N.  Y.)  337,  6  Ara.  Dec.  376. 

420;  Brattle  Square  Church  v.  Grant,  16.  Farley  v.  Gilmer,  12  Ala.  141,  46 

3  Gray  (Mass.)  142,  63  Am.  Dec.  725  Am.  Dec.  249;  Kean  v.  HoflEecker,  2 

and  note;  Sullivan  v.  Garesche,  229  Har.  (Del.)  103,  29  Am.  Dec.  336. 

Mo.  496,  129  S.  W.  949,  49  L.R.A.  17.  Bamitz  v.  Casey,  7  Cranch  456, 

(N.S.)  605;  Den  v.  Gibbons,  22  N.  J.  3  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  403;  Kean  v.  Hoffeck- 

L.  U7.  51  Ai9.  Dec.  253:  Cleveland  er,  2  Har.  (DeL)  103,  29  Am.  Dec. 

484 


Digitized  by  Google 


11  R.  C.  L. 


EXECUTORY  INTERESTS 


ii  26,  27 


tory  devises  descend  upon  the  death  of  the  devisee  in  the  same  course 
of  descent  as  does  other  real  estate  or  interest  in  real  estate  in  all 
cases  where  the  will  establishing  the  devise  describes  the  devisee  with 
certainty.**  It  is  otherwise  if  the  object  of  the  limitation  over  is 
not  ascertained  or  fixed,  or  the  persons  to  whom  the  estate  is  to  pass 
are  not  ascertainable  until  the  contingency  does  happen,  as  in  the 
case  of  a  limitation  to  the  right  heirs  of  a  person  living;  for  during 
die  life  of  such  person  it  cannot  be  known  who  his  heirs  will  be, 
nor  in  whom  the  interest  is.*'  It  has  been  held  that  since  the  inter- 
est of  an  executory  devisee  may  be  transferred  by  assignment  it  is 
subject  to  execution  sale,  though  the  previous  estate  is  not  yet  termi- 
nated.«<» 

26.  Protection  of  Gift  Over  against  Waste  by  First  Taker.— 

According  to  some  authorities,  in  the  case  of  a  devise  to  one  creat- 
ing a  fee  in  him  .determinable  only  upon  his  dying  without  issue, 
with  an  executory  devise  over  to  certain  other  persons  in  the  event 
of  such  death  without  issue,  the  first  taker  is  exempt  from  the  super- 
vision of  chancery  in  respect  to  the  commission  of  waste  on  the 
premise  during  his  lifetime.*  A  full  discussion  of  the  power  of 
equity  to  intervene  for  the  prevention  of  waste  will  be  found  else- 
where in  this  work.* 

27.  Accumulation  of  Rents  and  Profits  Pending  Vesting  of  Exec- 
utory Devise. — It  seems  to  be  entirely  settled  that  the  profits  of  an 
estate  may  lawfully,  under  a  will,  be  made  to  accumulate  for  the 
reasonable  period  allowed  for  an  executory  devise  to  vest.  This  doc- 
trine of  accumulation  is  quite  familiar  in  the  practice  of  the  English 
chancery,  and  it  is  there  held  that  an  accumulation  until  the  contin-  ^ 

336;  De  Haas  v.  BunOr  2  Pa.  St.  335,  to  heir  until  the  contingeDcy  happens, 

44  Am.  Dec.  201.    See  also  Assign-  when  it  vests  absolutely  in  hitn  only 

kiXKTS,  vol.  2,  p.  597;  Descent  and  who  can  then  make  himself  heir  to  B, . 

Distribution,  vDt.^9,  p.  66.  the  executory  devisee.   And  although 

In  Watson  v.  Smith,  110  N.  C.  6,  A  be  the  heir  at  law  of  B,  yet  the 

14  S.  E.  640,  28  A.  S.  R.  665,  it  is  executory  devise  thus  devolving  on  him 

held  that  tbe  assignment  of  a  contin-  is  not  merged  in  the  precedent  estate, 

gent  remainder  or  an  executory  devise,  hut  on  the  death  of  A  devolves  to  the 

free  from  fraud  or  imposition  and  for  next  heir  of  B.    One  tenant  in  com- 

a  valuable  consideration,  will  be  up-  mon  cannot  maintain  ejectment  against 

held  in  equity,  though  void  at  law.  his  cotenont,  without  actual  ouster. 

18.  Kean    v.    HofEecker,    2    Ear.  Bamitz  v.  Casey,  7  Craneh  456,  3  V. 

(Del.)  103,  29  Am.  Dec.  336.    And  S.  (L.  ed.)  403. 
see  generally.  Descent  and  Distri-     19.  Kean  v.  Hoffecker,  2  Har.  (De). ) 

BOTiON,  vol.  9,  p.  66.  103,  29  Am.  Dec.  336. 

A  devise  to  A  in  fee,  and  if  he  shall      20.  De  Haas  v.  BuQn,  2  Pa.  8t.  335, 

die  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  44  Am.  Dec.  201. 
and  without  issue,  then  to  B  in  fee,  is     1.  Matthews  v.  Hudson,  81  Ghi.  120, 

a  good  e  ecutory  devise;  and  if  B  die  7  S.  E.  286, 12  A.  S.  R.  305. 
before  the  contingency  happen,  it  de-     2.  See  generally,  Wastb. 
volves  upon  his  heir,  and  so  from  heir 
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gency  happens  may  be  given  to  the  executory  devisee^  who  was  to 
take  the  thing  whence  the  accumulation  was  to  arise,  and  that  a 
tendency  to  perpetuity  is  not  increased  by  giving  the  intermediate 
profits  with  the  subject  which  produces  them.  The  value  of  the 
thing  devised  is  enlarged,  but  not  the  time.' 

3.  Rogers  v.  Rosa,  4  Johns.  Co.  (N.  ford,  4  Ves.  Jr.  227,  11  Vea.  Jr.  112, 
7.)  388,  8  Am.  Dec.  575  (citine  the  8  Rev.  Rep.  104,  1  Eng.  RoL  Caa. 
leading  ease  of  Thelluason  v.  Wood-  498).  And  see  FupirairiEa. 
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I.  Intboductoey 

n.  Persons  Entitled  to  Exbhptiob 
HI.  Property  Exeupt 
IV.  Claims  Subject  to  Exbmptiok 

V.  Loss  of  Right 
VI.  Enforcement  of  Bight 


L  Introductory 

X.  Fonndation  and  Nature  of  Bight;  Scope  of  Arlide 

2.  CoosLitutionality  of  Exemption  Laws 

3.  Purpose  of  Statutes 

4.  Construction  of  Statutes 

6.  Conflict  of  LawB 

U.  Persons  Entitled  to  Exemption 

8.  In  General 

7.  Farmer,  Lawyer  or  Aged  Person 

8.  Laborers  Generally 

9.  Particular  Persons  as  laborers 

10.  Mechanic 

11.  Teamater 

12.  Householder;  Householder  Having  Family 

13.  Head  of  Family  Generally 

14.  Particular  Persons  Entitled  to  Exemption  as  Head  of  Fainity 
16.  Nonresident 

16.  Debtor  vith  Several  Occnpations 

17.  Assignment  of  Right 

Xn.  Property  Exempt 

18.  Honsdiold  Fumitnre  Generally 
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26.  Other  Things  or  Articles  as  Tools  or  Implemorts 

27.  Farming  Utensils 

28.  Apparatus 

29.  Horses  or  Oxen  Qenerally 

30.  Work  Horse;  Horse  by  Which  Debtor  Habitually  Eu»  Umng 

31.  Plow  Horse  or  Farm  Horse 

32.  Vehicles 

33.  Stock  in  Trade  or  Personal  Property 

34.  Wages  or  Earnings  Generally 

35.  Exemption  as  Dependent  on  Amount 

'36.  Exemption  as  Dependent  on  Time;  Loss  of  Ri^^ 

37.  Bounty 

38.  Pension  Money  under  Federal  Statute 

39.  Pension  Money  under  State  Statutes 

40.  Cemeteries 

41.  Life  Insurance 

42.  Public  Property 

43.  Proceeds  of  Exempt  Property  Generally 

44.  Right  of  Action  or  Judgment  for  Exempt  Property 

45.  Proceeds  of  Fire  Insurance  Policy 

46.  Exemption  Out  of  Partnership  Property — Majority  View 

47.  Exemption  Oat  of  Partnership  Property — Minority  View 


48.  Purchase  Price  of  Articles 

49.  Claim  for  Wages  or  Necessaries 

50.  Liability  for  Tort ;  Alimony 

51.  Debt  Due  State 

52.  Judgment  for  Costs 

53.  lien;  Claim  for  Repair  or  Improvement 

54.  Establishment  of  Nature  of  Claim 


56.  In  General 

56.  Acts  Constituting  Waiver  Generally 

57.  Estoppel  to  Assert  Exemption  R^hts 

58.  Removal  from  State 

59.  Abandonment  of  Occupation 

60.  Contract  Waiving  Exemption 

61.  Creation  of  Lien  on  Exempt  Property 

62.  Waiver  and  Revocation  of  Waiver 


63.  Proceedings  in  Which  Asserted 

64.  Notice  of  Gaim  Generally 

65.  Person  Making  Claim 

66.  Special  Statutory  Requirements 

67.  Time  and  Manner  of  Making  Claim 

68.  Selection  of  Exemption  Generally 

69.  Duty  of  Levying  Officer 

70.  Successive  Claims  to  Exemptim 

71.  Use  of  Force  by  Exemptioner 


IV.  Claims  Subject  to  Ezemptioa 


V.  Loss  of  Right 


VI.  Enforcement  of  Right 
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72.  Injiinetion  against  Stdt  in  Foreign  State. 

73.  Right  of  Action  for  Evasion  of  Exemption  Rights  Generally 

74.  Validity  of  Statute  inhibiting  Evasion  of  Ezonption 
76.  Right  M  Action  and  Liability  Under  Statutes 

76.  Form  of  Action  for  Violation  of  Rights 

77.  Jurisdiction;  Umitstitm  of  Actions 

78.  C<»iditions  Precedent 

70.  Persona  hy  and  agunst  Whom  Action  Uiiy  Be  Maintained 

80.  Parties  to  Action 

81.  Splitting  Causes  of  Action;  Defenses 

82.  Pleading 

83.  Evidence 

84.  Measure  of  Damages 


I.  Introductokt 

1.  Foundation  and  Nature  of  Right;  Scope  of  Article.— Statutory 
provisions  creating  exemptions  have  always  been  considered  aa  found- 
ed in  public  policy.  The  right  to  create  exemptiona  must  reside 
in  every  state  to  enable  it  to  secure  ite  citizens  from  unjust  and  bar- 
assixig  litigation,  and  to  protect  them  in  those  pursuits  which  are 
necessary  to  the  existence  or  well-being  of  the  community.^  It  is 
dear  that  at  common  law  there  were  no  exemptions  from  execution.* 
Accordingly  the  general  rule  is  that  every  species  of  property  is 
liable  for  the  payment  of  debts;*  and  only  tliose  articles  specitied 
by  statute  can  be  held  to  be  exempt.*  It  is  true  that  at  common 
law  certain  species  of  property  were  not  seizable  under  execution, 
such  as  wearing  apparel  on  the  person  of  the  debtor;  but  this  was 
not  because  of  the  nature  of  the  property  but  rather  because  of  its 
situation.*  Again,  there  are  certain  choses  in  action  which  cannot 
be  reached  by  a  creditor,  not  because  of  their  nature  but  because 
of  the  nature  of  the  body  against  which  the  chose  in  action  exists. 
This  is  the  case,  for  example,  of  a  claim  against  a  governmental 
agency,  and  the  question  aa  usually  propounded  is  whether  a  state 
or  one  of  its  subdivisions  is  subject  to  garnishment*  The  right  of 
exemption  of  personal  property  coexists  and  is  coextensive  with  the 
right  of  the  creditor  to  reach  and  sell  under  his  execution,  save  in 
cases  specially  excepted  from  the  operation  of  the  exemption;'  and 

1.  BronsoD  v.  Kinzie,  1  How.  311,  Ann.  651,  52  Am.  Dec  606;  Bobin- 
U  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  143;  Edwards  v.  son  v.  Burke,  70  N.  H.  2,  45  AtL  713, 
Keanwv,  96  U.  S.  595,  24  U.  S.  (L.  85  A.  S.  R.  595. 

ed.)  793;  Kirkman  v.  Bird,  22  Utah  3.  Hanna  v.  Bry,  6  La.  Ann.  651, 

100,  61  Pae.  338,  83  A.  S.  R.  774  ;  52  Am.  Dec.  606. 

Von  BauiDbach  v.  Bade,  9  Wis.  659,  4.  Stanton  v.  French,  91  CaL  274, 

76  Am.  Dec.  283.  27  Pae.  657,  26  A.  S.  R.  174. 

2.  Seay  v.  Palmer,  93  Ala.  381,  9  5.  See  generally,  Lkvt  and  Skizurb, 
So.  601,  30  A.  S.  R.  57;  Estate  of  as  to  property  subject  to  levy. 
Brown,  123  Cal.  399,  55  Pac.  1055,  6.  See  generally,  Oarhishuemt. 
69  A.  S.  £.  74;  Hanna  v.  Bry,  5  La.  7.  Baylston  v.  Rankin,  114  Ala.  408, 
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the  right  is,  moreover,  positive,  unqualified  and  of  equal  dignity  with 
other  rights  of  property  protected  by  the  constitution  from  legislative 
or  judicial  invasion  or  diminution.'  Of  course  the  various  items 
of  personal  property  exempt  from  execution  secured  to  the  debtor  must 
exist,  and  he  must  be  the  owner  of  them,  before  the  benefit  of  the 
statute  can  be  claimed  by  him.*  This  article  deals  solely  with  statu- 
tory exemption  of  property  from  seizure  on  mesne  or  Hnal  process, 
including  in  the  treatment  matters  touching  upon  the  constitutional- 
ity of  statutes  creating  exemptions,  and  the  general  phases  of  the 
subject  as  indicated  by  the  cljapter  headings.  Specific  matters  relat- 
ing to  homestead  exemptions  and  exemptions  from  taxation,  are  fully 
considered  elsewhere.'* 

2.  Constitutionality  of  Exemption  Laws. — Based  on  a  dictum  of 
the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  several  early  cases  may 
be  found  to  the  effect  that  a  statute  exempting  property  from  exe- 
cution may  be  applied  to  pre-existing  contracts  without  impairing 
the  obligation  of  contracts  under  the  federal  constitution.**  But 
subsequent  decisions  of  the  supreme  court  make  it  quite  clear  that 
a  statute  materially  increasing  exemptions  is  invalid;'*  and  this 
rule  has  been  followed  by  the  state  courts.'*  In  fact,  it  would  seem 
that  a  statute  which  diminishes  in  any  respect  the  property  which 
a  creditor  may  seize  should  not  be  given  effect  as  to  pre-existing 
debts.'*  On  tibe  other  hand,  a  statute  exempting  property  of  coun- 
ties from  execution  is  a  mere  affirmance  of  the  common  law,  and 

21  So.  995,  62  A.  S.  R.  Ill;  Sannoner  Ano.  Cas.  19123  251  and  note,  40 

V.  King,  49  Ark.  299,  6  S.  W.  703,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1215;  In  re  Heilbron, 

A.  S.  R.  49.  14  Wash.  636,  45  Pac  1S3,  35  L.BA. 

8.  See  infra,  par.  4.  602. 

9.  Franklin  v.  Coffee,  18  Tex.  413,  Notes:  87  Am.  Dec.  465  et  seq.;  2 
70  Am.  Dec.  292.  A.  S.  R.  597,  598;  120  A,  S.  R.  479; 

10.  See  HOMBSTBAD.  1  L.R.A.  359. 

11.  Bronson  v.  Kinzie,  1  How.  311,  But  see  Garrett  v.  Cheshire,  69  N. 
11  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  143.  C.  396,  12  Am.  Rep.  647  (calling  the 

12.  Cnsie  v.  Douglas,  3  Kan.  123,  87  iiicrea.se  a  restriction  and  attempting 
Am.  Deo.  458  and  note;  Rockwell  v.  to  distinguish  Gunn  v.  Barry,  15  Wall. 
HubbeH,  2  Doug.  (Mich.)  197,  45  Am.  GIG,  21  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  212);  and  see 
Dec.  246  and  note;  Morse  v.  Qoold,  11  Kirkman  v.  Bird,  22  Utah  100,  61  Pac. 


Notes:  10  Am.  Dec.  138;  120  A.  S.  15.  Johnson  v.  Fletcher,  64  Miss. 
R.  479;  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  259,  261.      628,  28  Am.  Rep.  388  (even  in  the 

13.  Gunn  v.  Barry,  15  Wall.  610,  21  case  of  properly  acquired  after  the 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  212;  Edwards  v.  Kear-  debt  was  incurred,  overruling  Stephen- 
eey,  96  U.  S.  696,  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  son  t.  Osborne,  41  Miss.  119,  90  Am. 
793.  Dec  358) ;  Skinner  v.  Halt,  9  S.  D. 

14.  Wilson  T.  Brown,  58  Ala.  62,  427,  69  N.  W.  595,  62  A.  8.  R.  878; 
29  Am.  Rep.  727;  Gregory  Co.  v.  Cale,  Homestead  Cases,  22  Qratt.  (Va.)  266, 
115  Minn.  508,  133  N.  W.  75,  37  12  Am.  Rep.  507. 

L.RJi.(N.S.)  156;  Bientley  School  v.      Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  260. 
Ward,  201  N.  Y.  368,  94  N.  E.  1001, 


N.  y.  281,  62  Am.  Dec.  103. 


338,  83  A.  S.  R.  774,  58  L.R.A.  669. 
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cannot  impair  the  obligation  of  any  contract  executed  at  a  time  when 
the  creditor  could  not  have  reached  the  property  of  the  county." 
Again,  a  debtor  has  no  vested  rights  in  exemptions,  and  to  give  retro- 
active effect  to  a  statute  diminishing  or  abolishing  them  does  not, 
as  to  him,  impair  the  obligation  of  contracts,  nor  does  it  deprive 
him  of  property  without  due  process  of  law.*'  Of  course  the  legis- 
lature cannot  in  any  way  impair  exemptions  granted  by  the  con- 
stitution ;  ^*  and  so  it  has  been  held  that  a  statute  is  invalid  which 
creates  exemptions  applicable  in  all  cases  except  for  debts  or  lia- 
bilities for  wages  due  to  clerks,  laborers  or  mechanics,  as  conflicting 
with  a  constitutional  provision  that  a  reasonable  amount  of  property 
shall  be  exempt  from  seizure  or  sale  for  the  payment  of  any  debt 
or  liability,  so  far  as  the  exception  is  concerned.'*  There  is  author- 
ity for  the  proposition  that  where  the  constitution  enumerates  ex- 
emptions which  shall  be  allowed,  the  legislature  is  powerless  to 
add  to  them,''  though  the  contrary  proposition  is  not  lacking  in 
support.*  A  statute  dealing  with  property  not  subject  to  sale  for 
enforcement  of  the  contract,  may,  in  providing  for  a  change  of  the 
form  of  the  title  by  which  the  debtor  holds  it,  continue  the  exemp- 
tion from  forced  sale  of  that  which  represents  in  the  hands  of  the 
same  owner  the  property  so  exempt.'  Statutes  providing  for  exemp- 
tions must  be  reasonable  and  not  unlimited  in  scope.  As  infringing 
this  rule  it  has  been  held  that  under  a  state  constitution  declaring 
that  the  right  of  the  debtor  to  enjoy  the  comforts  and  necessaries 
of  life  shall  be  recognized  by  wholesome  laws  exempting  from  forced 
sale  a  reasonable  amount  of  personal  property,  the  kind  ^nd  value 
of  which  shall  be  fixed  by  general  laws,  a  statute  exempting  from 
execution  policies  of  insurance  on  the  life  of  the  debtor,  irrespective 
of  their  amount,  is  void  *  The  validity  of  statutes  prohibiting  the 
assignment  of  claims  to  evade  exemption  rights  is  considered  here- 
after.* 

3.  Purpose  of  Statutes. — Exemption  laws  are  enacted  to  prevent 
the  unfortunate  citizen  from  having  all  the  necessaries  of  life  swept 
away  and  to  preserve  for  him  certain  things  reasonably  necessary  to 
enable  him  to  earn  a  livelihood  for  himself  and  family.  The  sole 
purpose  of  all  such  laws  is  to  protect  the  citizens  of  the  state  from 

16.  Qilman  v.  Contra  Costa  County,  20.  Dnncan  v.  Bamett,  11  S.  C. 
8  Cal.  52,  68  Am.  Dee.  290.  333,  32  Am.  Rep.  476.   And  see  Bird- 

17.  Laird  v.  Carton,  196  N.  Y.  169,  song  v.  Tuttle,  52  Ark.  91,  12  S.  W. 
89  N.  E.  822,  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  189  158,  20  A.  S.  R.  156. 

and  note;  Brearley  School  v.  Ward,  1.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  259. 

201  N.  Y.  358,  94  N.  E.  1001,  Ann.  2.  New  Orleans  v.  Morris,  105  U. 

Cas.  1912B  251  and  note,  40  L.RA..  S.  600,  26  V.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1184. 

(N.S.)  1215.  3.  Skinner  v.  Holt,  9  S.  D.  427,  69 

18.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  261.  N.  W.  595,  62  A.  S.  R.  878. 

19.  Tuttle  T.  Stront,  7  Minn.  465,  1.  See  ii^a,  par.  74. 
83  Am.  Deo.  108  and  note. 
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beiog  reduced  by  financial  misfortune  to  absolute  want,  and  to  encouz^ 
age  industry  and  thrift  and  the  building  up  of  homes  by  placing 
beyond  the  reach  of  creditors  the  homestead  and  such  tools,  imple- 
ments or  appliances  as  a  man  may  require  to  prosecute  his  business, 
whatever  his  walk  in  life  or  bis  occupation  may  be.*  Every  man, 
even  the  extravagant  and  improvident,  owes  a  first  duty  to  those 
immediately  dependent  upon  him.  And  so  it  is  that  the  state  has 
an  interest  that  no  citizen  shall  be  reduced  to  a  condition  of  destitu- 
tion so  as  to  be  prevented  from  pneecuting  useful  industrial  employ- 
ments for  which  he  may  be  fitted,  and  that  families  shall  not  be 
deprived  by  extravagance  or  misfortune  of  the  shelter  and  comforts 
necessary  to  health  and  activity.* 

4.  Construction  of  Statutes. — While  it  has  sometimes  been  stated 
that,  as  at  common  law  all  property  was  liable  to  seizure  for  the 
payment  of  the  debte  of  its  owner,'  a  statute  creating  an  exemption 
should  be  strictly  construed,^  the  better  and  almost  universal  rule 
is  that  such  statutes  should  receive  a  liberal  construction  in  favor 
of  the  debtor,*  in  order  to  advance  tlie  humane  purpose  of  preserv- 

6.  Noland  v.  Wiekham,  9  Ala.  169,  Knabb  v.  Drake,  23  Pa.  St.  489,  62 

44  Am.  Dec.  435;  Giovanni  t.  Moot-  Am.  Dec.  352. 

g^)mery  First  Nat.  Bank,  55  Ala.  305,      9.  Favers  v.  Glass,  22  Ala.  621,  58 

28  Am.  Rep.  723;  In  re  McMaaus,  87  Am.  Dec.  272;  Ellis  v.  Pratt  City,  lU 

Cal.  292,  25  Pae.  413,  22  A.  S.  R.  Ala.  629,  20  So.  649,  56  A.  S.  R.  76, 

250,  10  L.R.A.   567;   Reynolds   v.  33  L.R.A.  264;  Phillips  v.  Phillips, 

Haines,  83  la.  342,  49  N.  W.  851,  32  151  Ala.  527,  44  So.  3!)1,  125  A.  S.  R. 

A.  S.  R.  311,  13  L.R.A.  719;  Sterman  40,  15  Ann.  Cas.  157;  Birdsong  v. 

».  Hann,  160  la.  356,  141  N.  W.  934,  Tuttle,  52  Ark.  91,  12  S.  W.  158,  20 

46  L.R.A.(N.S.)  287  and  note;  Be-  A.  S.  R.  156;  White  v.  Swann,  68 

quiUard  V.  Bartlett,  19  Kan.  382,  27  Ark.  102,  56  S.  W.  635,  82  A.  S.  B. 

Am.  Rep.  120;  Rustad  v.  Bishop,  80  282;  In  re  McManus,  87  Cat.  292,  25 

Minn.  497,  83  N.  W.  449,  81  A.  S.  R.  Pac.  413,  22  A.  S.  R.  250,  10  L.R.A. 

282,  50  L.R.A.  168;  Chapman  v.  Berry,  567;  Holmes  v.  Marshall,  145  Cal.  777, 

73  Miss.  437.  18  So.  918,  55  A.  S.  B.  79  Pac.  634,  104  A.  S.  R.  86,  2  Ann. 

546;  Tishonungo  Sav.  Inat.  v.  Toung,  Cas.  88,  69  L.R.A.  67;  Patten  v.  Smith, 

87  Miss.  473,  40  So.  9,  112  A.  S.  R.  4  Conn.  450,  10  Am.  Dee.  166;  Mon- 
454,  6  Ann.  Cas.  776,  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  tague  v.  Richardson,  24  Conn.  338,  63 
G93;  Megebe  v.  Draper,  21  Mo.  510,  Am.  Dee.  173;  Davidson  v.  Hannon, 
64  Am.  Dec.  245;  Anderson  v.  Cana-  67  Conn.  312,  34  Atl.  1060,  S2  A.  S. 
day,  37  Okla.  171,  131  Pac.  697,  Ann.  R.  282,  34  L.R.A.  718;  Kirksey  t. 
Cas.  1915B  714,  L.R.Aa915A  1186;  Rowe,  114  Ga.  893,  40  S.  K.  990,  88 
Denny  v.  White,  2  Cold.  (Tenn.)  283,  A.  S.  R.  65;  Elliot  v.  Hall,  2  Idaho 

88  Am.  Dec.  596.  421,  31  Pac.  796,  35  A.  S.  R.  285  and 

6.  Stephenson  v.  Osborne,  41  Miss,  note,  IS  L.R.A.  586;  Puett  v.  Beard, 
119,  90  Am.  Dec.  358,  overruled  on  86  Ind.  172,  44  Am.  Rep.  280;  Burdge 
another  point  by  Johnson  v.  Fletcher,  v.  Bolin,  106  Ind.  175,  6  N.  E.  J  40, 
54  Miss.  628,  28  Am.  Rep.  388.  55  Am.  Rep.  724;  Goody  v.  Werbe, 

7.  See  supra,  par.  1.  117  Ind.  154,  19  N.  E.  764,  3  LJt.A. 

8.  Hanna  v.  Bry,  5  La.  Ann.  661,  114;  Robinson  v.  Hughes,  117  Ind. 
S2  Am.  Dec.  606;  White  v.  Heffner,  30  293,  20  N.  E.  220,  10  A.  S.  R.  43,  3 
La.  Ann.  1280,  31  Am.  Rep.  238;  LJLA.  383:  Pi<^ieU  v.  Jerauld.  1 
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ing  to  the  unfortunate  or  improvident  debtor  and  his  family  the 
means  of  obtaining  a  livelihood  and  thus  prevent  him  from  becom- 
ing a  oha^  upon  the  public.'**   The  right  to  an  exemption  when 

Ind.  App.  10,  27  N.  E.  433,  60  A.  Goodwin  t.  Claytor,  137  N.  C.  224,  49- 

5.  R.  192;  Dofaerty  t.  Ramaey,  1  Ind.  -S.  £.  173, 107  A.  S.  R.  479,  67  L.R.A. 
App.  630,  27  N.  E.  879,  50  A.  S.  R.  209;  Cleveland  t.  McCanna,  7  N.  D. 
223;  Charless  v.  Lamberson,  1  la.  435,  455,  75  N.  W.  908,  66  A.  S.  R.  670, 

63  Am.  Dee.  457  and  note;  Consoli-  41  L.R.A.  852;  Bradley  v.  Earle,  22 
dated  Tank-line  Co.  t.  Haot,  83  la.  N.  D.  139,  132  N.  W.  660,  Ann.  Cas. 

6,  48  N.  W.  1057,  32  A.  S.  R.  285, 12  lOliA  1181,  42  L.R.A.(N.S.)  675; 
L.R.A.  476;  Reynolds  v.  Haines,  83  Hart  v.  Cole,  73  Ohio  St.  267,  76  N. 
la.  342,  49  N.  W.  851,  32  A.  S.  R.  311,  E.  940,  4  Ann.  Cas.  217;  Long  v.  Col- 
13  L.R.A.  719  and  note;  Smith  v.  Hill,  lins,  16  S.  D.  625,  94  N.  W.  700,  102 
83  la.  684,  49  N.  W.  1043,  32  A.  S.  A.  S.  R.  724;  Collier  v.  Latimer,  8 
R.  329;  Moxgan  v.  Ronntree,  88  la.  Bazt.  (Tenn.)  420,  35  Am.  Rep.  711; 
249,  55  N.  W.  65,  45  A.  S.  R.  234;  Collier  v.  Murphy,  90  Tenn.  300,  16 
Millington  v.  Laurer,  89  la.  322,  56  S.  W.  465,  25  A.  S.  R.  698;  Green  v. 
N.  W.  533,  49  A.  S.  R.  385;  Tyler  v.  Raymond,  58  Tex.  80,  44  Am.  Rep. 
Coulthaid,  95  la.  705,  64  N.  W.  681,  601;  St.  Lonis  Foundry  v.  Intema- 
58  A.  S.  R.  462;  Equitable  Life  Assar.  tional  Live-Stock,  etc.,  Co.,  74  Tex. 
Soc.  V.  Goode,  101  la.  160,  70  N.  W.  651,  12  S.  W.  842,  15  A.  S.  B.  870; 
113,  63  A.  S.  R.  378,  35  L.R.A.  690;  Leavitt  v.  Metealf,  2  Vt.  342,  19  Am. 
Robetts  V.  Parker,  117  la.  389,  90  Dec  718 ;  Dow  v.  Smith,  7  Vt.  465,  29 
N.  W.  744,  94  A.  S.  R.  316,  57  L.R.A.  Am.  Dec.  202;  Freeman  r.  Carpenter, 
764;  Lames  v.  Armstrong,  162  la.  327,  10  Vt.  433,  33  Am.  Dec.  210;  Clark 
144  N.  W.  1,  49  L.R.A.(N.S,)  691;  v.  Averill,  31  Vt.  612,  76  Am.  Dec 
Bequillard  v.  Bai-tlett,  19  Kan.  382,  131;  Henry  v.  Sheldon,  35  Vt.  427, 
27  Am.  Rep.  120;  Wilhite  v.  Williams,  82  Am.  Dec  644;  Dennis  v.  Kass,  11 
41  Kan.  288,  21  Pae.  256,  13  A.  S.  R.  Wash.  353,  39  Pac.  656,  48  A.  S.  R. 
281;  George  v.  Hunter,  48  Kan.  651,  880;  Paget  Sound  Dressed  Beef,  etc., 
29  Pae.  1148,  30  A.  S.  R.  325;  Rich-  Co.  v.  Jefb,  11  Wash.  466,  39  Pae. 
ardson  v.  Buswell,  10  Mete.  (Mass.)  962,  48  A.  S.  R.  885,  27  L.B.A.  808; 
606,  43  Am.  Deo.  450;  Skinner  v.  State  v.  McNeill,  68  Wash.  47,  107 
Shannon,  44  Mich.  86,  6  N.  W.  108,  Pac.  1028,  137  A.  S.  R.  1038;  Moran 
38  Am.  Rep.  232;  Hutchinson  v.  Whit-  v.  Clark,  30  W.  Va.  358,  4  S.  E.  303, 
more,  90  Mich.  255,  51  N.  W.  451,  30  8  A.  S.  R.  66;  State  v.  Allen,  48  W. 
A.  S.  R.  431;  Rustad  t.  Bishop,  80  Va.  154,  35  S.  E.  990,  86  A.  S.  R.  29, 
Minn.  497,  83  N.  W.  449,  81  A.  S.  R.  50  L.R.A.  284;  Ames  v.  Martin,  6  Wis. 
282,  50  L.R.A.  168;  Chapman  v.  Berry,  361,  70  Am.  Dec.  468;  Oilman  v.  Wil- 
73  Miss.  437,  18  So.  918,  55  A.  S.  R.  liama,  7  Wis.  329,  76  Am.  Dec.  219 
546;  Megehe  v.  Draper,  21  Mo.  610,  and  note,  overruled  on  another  point 

64  Am.  Dec.  245 ;  Dayton  v.  Ewart,  2rf  by  Russell  v.  Lennon,  39  Wis.  570, 
Mont.  153,  72  Pac.  420,  98  A.  S.  B.  20  Am.  Rep.  60;  Newton  v.  Howe,  29 
549;  Frazier  v.  Syas,  10  Neb.  115,  4  Wis.  531,  9  Am.  Rep.  616;  Russell  t. 
N.  W.  934,  35  Am.  Rep.  466;  State  Lennon,  39  Wis.  570,  20  Am.  Rep.  60; 
V.  Carson,  27  Neb.  501,  43  N.  W.  361,  Below  v.  Bobbins,  76  Wis.  600,  45 
20  A.  S.  R.  681,  9  LJtJ^.  623;  Re  N.  W.  416,  20  A.  S.  R.  89.  8  LJRJi. 
SpitB,  8  N.  M.  622,  45  Pac.  1122,  34  467. 

L.R.A.  604;  Carpenter  v.  Herrington,  Notes:  21  Am.  Dee.  653;  45  Am. 
25  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  370,  37  Am.  Dee.  Dec.  253. 

239  and  note;  Tates  Connty  Nat.  Bank  10.  Grimestad  v.  Lofgren,  105  Minn. 
V.  Carpenter,  119  N.  T.  550,  23  N.  E.  286,  117  N.  W.  515, 127  A.  S.  B.  566, 
1108,  16  A.  S.  R.  855.  7  L.R.A.  557;  17  L.R.A.fN.S.)  990. 
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conferred  is  &  positive  and  unequivocal  right  Hence  it  is  that 
the  pecuniary  condition  of  the  debtor  does  not  affect  his  right  to 

exemptions  of  specific  articles;  and  the  fact  that  the  debtor  has 
other  property  than  that  claimed  by  him  as  exempt  is  immaterial 
■on  the  question  of  bis  right  to  claim  the  exemption.  Ko  matter 
what  other  property  he  may  have,  he  has  the  right  to  select  and 
claim  any  particular  property  up  to  the  limit  fixed  by  law.**  When 
it  is  said  that  such  statutes  should  be  liberally  construed  in  favor 
of  the  debtor,  it  should  not  be  understood  that  the  debtor  has  any 
more  claim  to  have  it  extended  in  his  favor  to  cases  that  were  not 
contemplated  by  the  legislature  than  the  creditor  has  to  have  it 
extended  in  like  manner  in  his  own  favor.  The  province  of  the 
court  is  exhausted  when  it  has  made  an  application  of  the  law  to 
the  given  case,  answerable  to  the  real  meaning  and  intent  of  the  law.^* 
The  construction  must  be  consistent  with  a  true  and  just  interpreta- 
tion of  the  terms  employed,*"  and  parties  claiming  their  benefits 
must  bring  themselves  at  least  within  the  spirit  of  their  provisions.** 
A  construction  of  the  statute  so  liberal  as  to  allow  it  to  be  perverted 
to  fraudulent  purposes  should  be  avoided,  while  one  so  strict  as  to 
defeat  the  object  designed  ought  not  to  prevail. Of  course  «eucb 
laws  are  not  to 'be  construed  so  as  to  give  one  claiming  an  exemption 
what  in  common  honesty  does  not  belong  to  him.  The  statute  was 
made  to  cover,  as  with  a  shield,  what  he,  as  a  debtor,  has  in  his 
possession  and  which  is  exempt  under  the  law,  when  the  officer  comes 
with  a  writ  to  take  it  from  him.  It  was  not  made  to  arm  him  as 
with  a  sword  to  levy  contribution  on  his  neighbor.*'  The  better 
rule  is  that  a  statute  permitting  the  issuance  of  an  execution  against 
property  formerly  exempt  applies  to  judgments  existing  at  the  time 
of  its  passage,  since  it  affects  only  the  remedy  of  the  judgment  cred- 
itor, and  not  the  vested  rights  of  the  debtor,**  though  there  is  some 
authority  to  the  contrary.^**  An  exemption  statute  which  repeals 
all  previous  exemption  statutes  also  must  be  given  effect  as  to  ante- 

11.  Giovanni  v.  Montgomery  First  399,  65  Pac.  1055,  69  A.  8.  R.  74. 
Nat.  Bank,  65  Ala.  305,  28  Am.  Rep.  16.  Cfaarless  v.  Lamberaon,  1  la.  436, 
723.  63  Am.  Dec.  457. 

12.  Note:  6  Ann.  Cas.  782.  17.  ElUot  v.  Hall,  3  Idaho  421,  31 

13.  Williamson  v.  Harris,  57  Ala.  Pae.  796,  35  A.  S.  R.  285,  18  L.R.A. 
40,  29  Am.  Rep.  707.  588;  Ordway  v.  Wilbur,  16  Me.  263, 

Note:  L.R.A.1915D  382.  33  Am.  Deo.  663. 

14.  Tishomingo  Sav.  Inst.  v.  Young,  18.  Danforth  v.  Woodward,  10  Piclt. 
87  Miss.  473,  112  A.  S.  R.  454,  6  (Mass.)  423,  20  Am.  Dec.  531;  Cald- 
Ann.  Cas.  776,  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  693.      well  v.  Ryan,  210  Mo.  17,  108  S."  W. 

15.  Giovanni  v,  Montgomery  First  533,  124  A.  S.  R.  717,  14  Ann.  Cas. 
Nat.  Bank,  55  Ala.  305,  28  Am.  Rep.  314,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  494. 

723:  PhUUps  v.  PhiUips,  151  Ala.  527,     19.  Laird  v.  Carton,  196  N.  Y.  169, 
44  So.  391,  125  A.  S.  R.  40,  15  Ann.  89  N.  E,  822,  25  L,R.A.(N.S.)  189." 
Cas.  167;  Estate  of  Brown,  123  Cal.     20.  Note:  Ana.  Cas.  1912B  262. 
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cedent  contracts,  as  the  legislature  will  not  be  presumed  to  have 
intended  to  allow  no  exemptions  as  to  such  contracts.^ 

5.  Conflict  of  Laws. — ^It  b  clear  that  exemption  laws  are  local 
in  their  nature  and  have  no  extr^rritorial  force  or  operation.  They 
relate  to  the  remedy  and  depend  on  the  lex  fori.'  Undoubtedly  a 
resident  of  one  state,  who  performs  labor  therein  for  a  corporation 
^ving  its  residence  in  another  state  but  doing  business  in  both- 
states,  in  each  of  which  wages  are  exempt,  may  sue  for  his  wages 
in  the  state  of  his  residence,  notwithstanding  garnishment  proceed- 
ings by  a  creditor  have  already  been  instituted  against  the  corpo- 
ration in  the  otiier  state,  and  the  employee  has  been  served  with 
summons  by  publication.'  The  better  rule  is  that  where  one  in- 
debted to  a  judgment  debtor  is  properly  made  garnishee  in  a  state 
other  than  that  of  the  debtor's  residence,  the  question  whether  the 
debt  is  exempt  depends  on  the  law  of  the  forum,*  and  the  motive 
which  prompted  a  nonresident  creditor  to  resort  to  the  tribunals 
of  a  foreign  state  are  immaterial  *  It  has  been  held  that  a  debtor 
cannot  claim  the  benefit  of  the  exemption  law  of  the  state  of  his 
domicil,  even  against  his  creditor  residing  there,  wiUi  respect  to  a 
debt  due  him  by  a  corporation  located  and  doing  business  in  another 
state,  where  the  debt  has  been  attached  by  the  creditor  at  the  domidl 


1.  Rockwell  V.  HabbeH,  2  Doug.  v.  Smith,  67  W.  Va.  210,  60  S.  B.  717, 
(Mich.)  197,  45  Am.  Dec.  246.         110  A.  S.  R.  771,  1  LJl.A.(N.S.)  196 

2.  East  Tennessee,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  and  not«. 

Kennedv,  83  Ala.  462,  3  So.  852,  3     Notes:  2  A.  S.  R.  240,  241;  67 

A,  S.  R'.  755;  Seay  v.  Palmer,  93  Ala.  L.R.A.  222;  L.RJl.1915A  397  et  seq. 
381,  9  So.  601,  30  A.  S.  R.  57;  Bur-  3.  Missouri  Pae.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Sharitt, 
linffton,  etc.,  Ry.  Co.  v.  Thompson,  31  43  Kan.  375, 19  A.  S.  R.  143,  8  L.R.A. 
Kan.  180,  1  Pac.  622,  47  Am.  Rep.  385. 

497;  Stewart  v,  Thomson,  97  Ky.  575,  4.  East  Tennessee,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v. 
31  S.  W.  133,  63  A.  S.  B.  431,  36  Kennedy,  83  Ala.  462,  3  So.  852.  3 
L.R.A.  682;  Wright  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  A.  S.  R.  755;  Lyon  v.  Callopy,  87  la. 

B.  Co.,  19  Neb.  176,  27  N.  W.  90,  56  567,  54  N.  W.  476,  43  A.  S.  R.  396 
Am.  Rep.  747;  Goodwin  v.  Clayton,  (wages  exempt  where  earned  not  ex- 
137  N.  C.  224,  49  S.  E.  173, 107  A.  S.  empt  in  forum) ;  Burlington,  etc.,  Ry. 
R.  479,  67  L.R.A.  209 ;  Wierse  v.  Co.  v.  Thompson,  31  Kan.  180,  1  Pac. 
Thomas,  145  N.  C.  261,  59  S.  E.  58,  622,  47  Am.  Rep.  497;  Balk  v.  Harris 
122  A.  S.  R.  446,  15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  122  N.  C.  64,  30  S.  E.  318,  46  L.R.A. 
1008;  Bond  v.  Turner,  33  Ore.  551,  64  257,  124  N.  C.  467,  32  S.  B.  799,  70 
Pae.  158,  44  L.R.A.  430;  Carson  v.  A.  S.  R.  606,  45  L.R.A.  260;  Careon 
Memphis,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  88  Tenn.  646,  v.  Memphis,  etc.,  B.  Co.,  88  Tenn.  649, 
13  S.  W.  588, 17  A.  S.  R.  921,  8  L.R.A.  13  S.  W.  588,  17  A.  S.  R.  921,  8 
412  and  note;  Haskill  v.  Andros,  4  L.R.A.  412. 

Vt.  609,  24  Am.  Dec.  646;  La  Selle  v.  Notes:  2  A.  S.  R.  241;  8  LJI.A. 
Woolery,  14  Wash.  70,  44  Pac.  115,  413;  19  L.R.A.  578;  L.RJL.1915A  397. 
53  A.  S.  R.  855,  32  L.R.A.  75;  Clark  5.  Wabash  R.  Co.  v.  Dongan,  142 
V.  Eltinge,  38  Wash.  376,  80  Pac.  656,  111.  248,  31  N.  E.  594,  34  A.  S,  R.  74 
107  A.  S.  R.  858;  Pennsylvania  R.  Co.  (pending  appeal  in  this  case  a  statute 
V.  Rogers,  52  W.  Va.  450,  44  S.  E.  was  enacted  giving  effect  to  fozeigii 
300,  62  L.RJ^.  178;  National  Tube  Co.  statutes  in  such  eases). 
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of  the  corporatioD.'  But  it  has  been  maintained  that  where  a  cred- 
itor, debtor  and  garnishee  all  reside  within  a  state  where  wages  due 
the  debtor  are  exempt,  on  principles  of  comity,  as  well  as  law,  the 
debtor  wilt  not  be  permitted  to  enforce,  by  means  of  an  assignee 
in  a  foreign  state,  a  garnishment  against  the  exempt  wages.  Aside 
from  the  doctrine  of  comity  it  is  said  that  in  such  a  case  the  exemp- 
tion of  wages  is  such  an  incident  and  condition  of  the  debt  from 
the  employer  that  it  will  follow  the  debt,  if  the  debt  follows  tiie 
person  of  the  garnishee,  into  another  state  and  attach  itself  to  every 
process  of  collection  in  that  state,  unless  jurisdiction  is  obtained  over 
the  person  of  the  principal  debtor;  that  it  becomes  a  vested  right 
in  rem,  which  follows  the  debt  into  any  jurisdiction  where  the  debt 
may  be  considered  as  going.^  However,  even  in  a  jurisdiction  adopt- 
ing the  latter  view,  garnishment  proceedings  prosecuted  to  judgment 
in  a  jurisdiction  taking  a  contrary  view  should  be  given  effect*  Under 
the  rule  that  the  lex  fori  governs  the  right  to  exemptions,  a  contract 
executed  in  one  state,  waiving  exemption,  need  not  be  given  effect 
in  another  state  as  to  exemptions  there  created.*  Where  the  benefit 
of  the  exemption  law  is  confined  to  judgments,  founded  upon  contracts 
made  after  a  specified  date,  and  the  plaintiff  unites  in  one  judgment 
claims  arising  prior  with  those  arising  subsequently  to  such  date, 
the  defendant  is  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  exemption  against  the 
whole  judgment.^*  In  a  subsequent  part  of  this  article  questions 
are  considered  as  to  the  right  to  an  injunction  against  the  evasion 
of  exemption  laws  by  suits  in  foreign  states,^'  and  so  to  damages 
therefor  either  in  absence  of  m  under  the  statutes.^* 

II.  Persons  Entitled  to  Exemption 

6.  In  General. — The  right  of  exemption  is  limited  to  individual 
debtors;  and  hence  a  corporation,  or  any  other  arti6cial  legal  being, 
having  legal  capacity  to  contract  debts,  is  not  clothed  with  the  right.'* 
Statutes  creating  exemptions  usually  designate  the  persons  entitled 
to  their  benefits,  as,  for  example,  "laborers," "  "mechanics,"  or 

6.  Goodwin  v.  t'lavton,  337  N.  C,  9.  Seay  t.  Palmer,  93  Ala.  381,  9 
224.  49  S.  E.  173, 107  A.  S.  E.  479,  67  So.  601,  30  A.  S.  R.  57. 

L.R.A.  209.  10.  Bachman  V.  Cravford,  3  Humph. 

7.  Drake      Lake  Shore,  etc.,  Ry.  (Tenn.)  213,  39  Am.  Dec.  163. 
Co.,  69  Mich.  168,  37  N.  W.  70,  13      11.  See  infra,  par.  72. 

A.  S.  R.  382.    And  see  Illinois  Cent.  12.  See  infra,  par.  73,  75. 

R.  Co.  v.  Smith,  70  Miss.  344,  35  A.  13.  Giovanni  v.  Monlgomeiy  First 

S.  R.  651,  19  L.R.A.  577  and  note  Nat.  Bank,  56  Ala.  305,  28  Am.  R^. 

(debtor  and  garnishee  resident  in  state  723. 

of  exemption).  14.  See  infra,  par.  8,  9. 

8.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Moore,  15.  Soe  infra,  par.  10 
31  Neb.  629,  48  N.  W.  475,  28  A.  8. 

R.  534. 
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"heads  of  families."  Where  the  exemption  is  in  favor  of  one 
engaged  in  a  named  occupation,  the  amount  of  time  which  a  debtor 
devotes  to  his  business  is  immaterial  in  determining  whether  he  is 
entitled  to  claim  property  as  exempt  from  execution  as  having  been 
used  in  that  occupation.  It  is  sufficient  that  he  was  engaged  iu  that 
business."  And  in  the  case  of  an  exemption  of  things  used  in  the 
occupation  in  which  a  debtor  is  principally  engaged,  the  words  "prin- 
cipally engaged"  are  not  to  be  construed  with  reference  to  the  produc- 
tiveness or  profit  of  one  kind  of  business  over  another,  where  two 
or  more  occupations  are  followed  at  the  same  time,  but  with  refer- 
ence to  the  occupation  or  business  on  which  the  debtor  chiefly  relies 
for  a  livelihood,  and  which  engrosses  the  most  of  his  time  and  atten- 
tion, not  for  a  day,  or  week,  or  month,  but  throughout  the  year.** 
The  debtor's  occupation  must  be  determined  with  reference  to  the  time 
of  a  claim  of  exemption,  and  not  at  some  prior  time.**  Some  statr 
utes  contain  exemptions  in  favor  of  unmarried  persons,  and  an  exemp- 
tion in  favor  of  a  "mechanic,  miner  or  other  person"  has  been  held 
general  in  its  nature  with  reference  to  the  persons  falling  within  it, 
the  doctrine  noseitur  a  sociis  also  being  held  not  to  apply  to  the 
words  "other  person."  Where  the  statute  exempts  beds  and  other 
furniture  of-any  debtor,  necessary  for  himself,  his  wife  and  children, 
an  unmarried  man  who  keeps  house  is  entitled  to  such  exemption  so 
far  as  necessary  for  his  personal  use.'  Again,  exemptions  are  fre- 
quently made  without  reference  to  the  occupation  or  situation  of  the 
debtor,  and  any  one  possessing  the  prescribed  articles  is  entitled  to 
the  exemption.  For  example,  an  exemption  of  animals,  food,  farm- 
ing utensils,  and  the  like,  is,  by  some  courts,  held  not  to  be  con- 
fined to  farmers,'  though  the  position  has  been  taken  that  a  statute 
of  exemption  must  be  construed  with  reference  to  the  situation  and 
vocation  of  the  owners  of  property,  and  that  therefore  a  statute  exempt- 
ing from  execution  certain  implements  of  agriculture  will  not  entitle 
a  merchant,  part  of  whose  stock  in  trade  consists  of  such  implements, 
to  hold  them,  or  any  of  them,  as  exempt  from  execution.*  Nor  i» 
a  general  exemption,  as  of  musical  instruments,  confined  to  persons 
who  aire  the  heads  of  familiee.*   Under  a  statute  exempting  from  exe- 

18.  See  infra,  par.  13, 14.  LRjl.  854. 

17.  Keayon  v.  Baker,  16  Mich.  373,  1.  Brown  v.  Wait,  19  Pick.  (Mass.) 
97  Am.  Dee.  158.  470,  31  Am.  Dec  154. 

18.  Smalley  v.  Masten,  8  Mich.  529,  2.  Enapp  v.  Bartlett,  23  Wis.  68, 
77  Am.  Dec.  467.  99  Am.  Dee.  109  and  note;  Hnmphr^ 

19.  GoUnick  v.  Marvin,  60  Ore.  312,  v.  Taylor,  46  Wis.  251,  30  Am.  Rep. 
118  Pac.  1016,  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  243  ;  738. 

Tanner  t.  BUIinKS,  18  Wis.  163,  86  3.  Files  v.  Stevens,  84  Me.  84,  24 
Am.  Bee.  755.  AU.  684,  30  k.  8.  R.  333. 

20.  Watson  v.  Lederer,  11  Colo.  4.  Snow  v.  West,  35  Utah  206,  99 
677,  19  Pac  602,  7  A.  S.  R.  263,  1  Pac  674,  136  A.  S.  R.  1047. 
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cution  the  tools  and  instrumenta  of  a  mechanic  '^ised  to  carry  on 
his  trade  for  the  support  of  himself  and  family,"  the  tools  and  instru- 
ments of  a  tailor  are  exempt,  although  he  is  neither  a  householder 
nor  the  head  of  a  family,  the  word  "and"  being  construed  as  "or."  • 
And  a  general  statute  exempting  from  execution  and  attachment, 
sixty  days'  earnings  of  a  debtor  for  his  personal  services,  when  neces- 
sary for  the  support  of  his  family,  applies  to  all  persons  who  sup- 
port  themselves  and  families  by  the  labor  of  their  hands,  without 
regard  to  the  grade  or  character  of  such  labor.*  An  insurance  solic- 
itor falls  within  an  exemption  in -favor  of  "any  mechanic,  miner,  or 
other  person,"'  but  a  terretenant  is  not  a  "defendant" -or  "debtor" 
within  the  meaning  of  a  statute  exempting  a  certain  amount  out 
of  tiie  proceeds  of  land.*  It  is  clear  that  one  carrying  on  a  business 
unlawfully,  as,  for  instance,  a  saloon  keeper  carrying  on  business 
without  a  license,  cannot  claim  an  exemption  with  reference  to  that 
business.* 

7.  Farmer,  Lawyer  or  Aged  Person. — ^A  person  who  earns  his  liv- 
ing by  farming  is  a  farmer,  within  the  meaning  of  the  exemption 
laws,  although  he  does  not  own  a  farm  nor  have  one  leased,  and  is 
not  doing  any  specific  thing  as  a  farmer  on  the  particular  day  on 
which  an  execution  is  levied  upon  his  property."*  On  somewhat 
similar  principles  under  a  general  exemption  in  favor  of  lawyers,  a 
lawyer  may  hold  his  law  library  and  his  ordinary  office  furniture 
exempt  from  execution,  though  he  does  not  habitually  earn  bis  liv- 
ing by  their  use.  Accordingly  one  who  has  been  duly  admitted 
to  the  practice  of  the  law,  and  does  some  law  business,  is  entitled 
to  the  benefit  of  an  exemption  law,  and  to  retain  his  law  library,  office 
furniture,  and  supplies,  though  he  is  principally  engaged  in  other 
business,  tries  no  cases,  and  does  not  have  out  a  sign,  nor  otherwise 
advertise  as  a  lawyer.'^  It  has  been  held  that  a  man  sixty-six  years 
of  age,  though  "hale  and  hearty,"  is  entitled  to  an  exemption  of  his 
property  from  levy  and  sale  under  execution,  under  a  constitutional 
provision  allowing  this  right  to  every  aged  or  infirm  person.** 

6.  Geiger  v.  Kobilka,  26  Wash.  171,      10.  Hickman  v.  Cruise,  72  la.  528, 

66  Pac.  423,  90  A.  S.  R.  733.  34  N.  W.  316,  2  A.  S.  R.  256;  Stat« 

6.  Brown  v.  Hebard,  20  Wis.  326,  v.  McNeill,  58  Wash.  47,  107  Pac 
21  Pac.  256,  13  A.  S.  R.  281.  1028,  137  A.  S.  R.  1038. 

7.  Wilhite  v.  Williams,  41  Kan.  288,      Note:  123  A.  S.  R.  143. 

91  Am.  Dec.  408.  11.  Eouitable   L.    Assur.    Boc.  v. 

8.  Eberhart's  Appeal,  39  Pa.  St.  509,  Goode,  101  la.  160,  70  N.  W.  113,  63 
80  Am.  Dec.  536.  A.  S.  R.  378,  35  L.R.A.  690. 

9.  McCarthy  v.  Payne,  141  Mich.  12.  Allen  v.  Pearce,  101  Ga.  316,  28 
671,  104  N.  W.  981,  113  A.  S.  R.  548.  S.  E.  859,  65  A.  S.  R.  306,  30  L.R.A. 

Notes:  21  Am.  Dee.  552;  25  Am.  710. 
Rep.  66. 
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8.  Laborers  Generally. — A  class  frequently  mentioned  in  exemp- 
tion statutes,  especially  those  exempting  wages,  is  "laborers."  In  a 
general  way  it  may  be  said  that  an  exemption  in  favor  of  "laboring 
men"  applies  only  to  one  whose  work  is  manual.'*  A  laborer  is 
defined  to  be  one  who  is  engaged  in  some  toilsome  physical  occupation ; 
one  who  performs  work  which  requires  little  skill  or  special  train- 
ing; **  or  one  who  earns  his  living  by  wages,  and  whose  compensation 
is  measured  by  the  day,  week,  month,  or  year, — of  course  not  including 
the  employees  of  the  government,  state,  county,  or  city.**  Where  a 
contract  of  employment  contemplates  work  the  doing  of  which  de- 
pends mainly  upon  the  mere  physical  power  of  the  employee  to  do 
ordinary  manual  labor,  the  person  so  employed  is  a  "laborer"  within 
the  meaning  of  a  statute  exempting  from  garnishment  the  wages  of 
journeymen,  mechanics  and  day  laborers,  even  though  such  person 
has  control  and  management  of  coemployees  engaged  in  similar 
work,'*  or  has  a  helper  to  assist  him.*'  If,  however,  the  contract  of 
employment  contemplates  that  the  services  to  be  rendered  are  to 
consist  mainly  of  work  requiring  mental  skill  or  business  capacity 
and  involving  the  exercise  of  the  employee's  intellectual  faculties, 
rather  than  work  the  doing  of  which  properly  would  depend  upon  a 
mere  physical  power  to  perform  ordinary  labor,  the  employee  is  not 
a  "laborer"  within  the  meaning  of  statutes  exempting  the  wages  of 
"laborers."  Where  the  contract  of  employment  contemplates  both 
manual  and  intellectual  efforts,  the  right  to  an  exemption  as  a  laborer 
depends  on  the  question  whether  the  main  duty  of  the  employee  is 
to  perform  manual  labor. >*  In  the  case  of  contractors  who  are  engaged 
to  accomplish  a  desired  result  for  a  stipulated  recompense,  that  is, 
who  are  independent  contractors,  no  exemption  can  be  claimed  as 
laborers." 

13.  Wildner  v.  Ferguson,  42  Minn.  91  N.  W.  623,  96  A.  S.  R.  370;  State 
112,  43  N.  794,  18  A.  S.  R.  495,  v.  Land,  108  La.  512,  32  So.  433,  92 
6  L.R.A.  338.  A.  B.  R.  392,  68  L.R.A  407. 

Note:  102  A.  S.  R.  84  et  acq.  15.  Deering  v.  Rufifner,  32  Neb.  846, 

This  seems  to  be  the  present  rale  in  49  N.  W.  771,  29  A.  S.  R.  473. 

Geoi:^.  Miller  v.  Dugas,  77  Oa.  386,     16.  Note:  102  A  S.  R.  86. 

4  A.  S.  R.  90;  Briscoe  v.  Montgomery,     17.  Note:  102  A.  S.  R.  93. 

93  Oa.  602,  20  S.  E.  40,  44  A.  8.  R.     18.  Oliver  v.  Macon  Hardware  Co., 

192.  Some  of  the  earlier  cases  in  that  98  Ga.  249,  25  S.  E.  403,  58  A.  S.  R. 

state  were  to  the  contrary.    High-  300  and  note;  Stuart  v.  Poote,  112  Oa. 

tower  V.  Slaton,  64  Oa.  108,  21  Am.  818,  38  S.  E.  41,  81  A.  S.  R.  81;  State 

Rep.  273  (school  teacher;  wages  also  v.  Land,  108  La.  Ann.  512,  32  So.  433, 

held  exempt,  on  grounds  of  public  92  A.  S.  R.  392,  58  L.R.A.  407. 

policy,  more  properly);  Abrahams  v.     Notes:  102  A  S.  R.  87;  18  LJI.A. 

Anderson,  80  Ga.  570,  5  S.  E.  778, 12  309. 

A  S.  R.  274  and  note  (stenographer     19.  Henderson  v.  Nott,  36  Neb.  154, 

exempt) ;  Cox  v.  Bearden,  84  Ga.  304,  54  N.  W.  87,  38  A.  S.  R.  720. 

10  S.  E.  627,  20  A.  S.  R.  359.  Notes:  102  A.  S.  R.  92, 93;  18  L.R.A. 

14.  Krebs  v.  Nicholson,  118  la.  134,  309. 
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9.  Particular  Persons  as  Laborers. — ^Within  the  rules  stated  in  the 
preceding  paragraph  the  term  laborer  has  been  considered  to  embrace 
a  clerk  in  a  mercantile  establishment  or  a  railroad  freight  office,''^ 
a  farm  overseer,  a  painter,*  a  street  car  conductor,*  a  telegraph 
operator,*  or  one  who  drives  a  stallion  from  place  to  place,  using  the 
stallion  for  breeding  purposes.*  On  the  other  hand  the  terra  does 
not  embrace  the  president  of  a  railroad,*  or  a  traveling  salesman  or 
drummer  selling  by  sample.*  The  position  has  been  taken  that  a 
statute  exempting  laborers'  wages  does  not  apply  to  the  wages  of  a 
locomotive  engineer  in  charge  of  a  passenger  train,^  though  the  courts 
generally  have  adopted  a  contrary  view.*  A  train  conductor,  who  is 
not  employed  to  perform  any  manual  labor,  but  who  has  full  charge 
and  management  of  the  train,  passengers,  baggage,  condition  of  the 
track,  and  train  hands,  is  not  a  journeyman  or  day  laborer.*  But 
a  general  agent  for  life  insurance  who  requires  the  use  of  a  vehicle 
in  visiting  the  local  agencies  in  his  territory  is  within  the  purview 
of  a  statute  exempting,  in  the  case  of  "a  physician,  public  officer, 
farmer,  teamster,  or  other  laborer,"  the  team  and  wagon  or  other 
vehicle  "by  the  use  of  which  he  habitually  earns  his  living."  "  One 
who  is  the  head  of  a  family  and  who  earns  his  living  by  the  sale  of 
oils  at  retail  from  a  tank  wagon,  sometimes  driven  by  himself  and 
sometimes  by  his  minor  son,  is  a  laborer  who  habitually  earns  his 
living  by  the  use  of  a  team  and  wagon,  and  he  is  entitled  to  hold 
them  as  exempt  from  execution,  although  he  aiao  makes  small  and 
infrequent  sales  of  oil  from  his  storeroom.'*  Again,  one  employed 
to  puddle  iron  at  a  specified  rote  per  ton,  and  who  is  required  to  com- 
mence and  quit  work  at  specified  hours,  is  entitled  to  hold  as  exempt 
moneys  due  him  for  such  work,  as  he  is  a  laborer.** 

10.  Mechanic. — Witliin  the  meaning  of  exemption  statutes  a  me- 
chanic engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  his  trade  is  a  workman  employed  in 
.shaping  and  uniting  materials^  such  as  wood,  metal,  etc.,  into  some 

20.  Notes:  68  A.  S.  R.  305;  102  A.  Notes:  102  A.  8.  B.  88:  18  LJEIA. 

S.  R.  91;  18  L.R.A.  310.  310. 

1.  Notes:  91  Am.  Dee.  419,  420;  18  7.  SUte  Land,  108  La.  612, 32  So. 
L.R.A.  310.  433,  92  A.  S.  R.  392, 58  L.RA..  407. 

2.  Stuart  v.  Poole,  112  Ga.  SIS,  38  8.  Notes:  4  A.  S.  R.  91:  102  A.  S. 
8.  £.  41,  81  A.  8.  R.  81.  R.  90. 

3.  Notes:  102  A.  8.  R;  90;  18  L.R.A.  0.  MiDer  v.  Dagas,  77  Qa.  386,  4 
310.  A.  8.  R.  90. 

4.  Krebs  v.  Nicholson,  118  la.  134,  10.  Lames  v.  Armstrong,  162  la.  327, 
91  N.  W.  923,  96  A.  8.  R.  370.  144  N.  W,  1,  49  L.R.A.(N.S.)  691. 

6.  Note:  102  A.  S.  R.  88.  11.  Consolidated  Tank-Line  Co.  t. 

6.  Briscoe  v.  Montgomery,  93  Ga.  Hunt,  83  la.  6,  48  N.  W.  1057,  32  A. 
602, 20  S.  E.  40,  44  A.  S.  R.  192;  Wild-  S.  R.  285, 12  L.R.A.  476. 
ner  v.  Feiguson,  43  Minn.  112,  43  N.      12.  Adcock  v.  Smith,  97  Temi.  378, 
W.  794, 18  A.  S.  R.  495,  6  L.R.A.  338.  37  8.  W.  91,  56  A.  8.  R.  810. 

SOO 


Digitized  by  Google 


UR.C.U 


EXEMPTIONS 


f  11 


kind  of  structure,  machine  or  other  object  requiring  the  of  tools.** 
An  exemption  in  favor  of  a  mechanic  may  be  claimed  by  a  master 
vorkman  employing  others,  where  he  personally  labors  at  his  trade, 
but  not  otherwise.^*  The  benefit  of  such  an  exemption  may  be  claimed 
by  one  using  the  tool  claimed  as  exempt  in  manufacturing  machin- 
ery, if  he  uses  it  himself  without  employing  others  to  use  it  in  such 
manufacture.**  While  not  strictly  within  the  foregoing  definition, 
yet  applying  the  rule  of  liberal  construction,**  a  barber  has  been  held 
to  be  a  mechanic,''  as  has  also  a  baker.**  On  the  other  hand  the 
term  does  not  include  a  truckman,**  an  abstracter  of  titles,**  or  ft 
photographer.*  Some  courts  have  taken  the  position  that  a  dentist 
is  a  mechanic,*  though  it  has  been  said  that  this,  is  carrying  the 
exemption  too  far.* 

11.  Teamster. — ^Exemptions  of  hors^i  and  other  beasts  of  burden 
are  frequently  confined  in  their  benefits  to  teamsters.  In  common 
speech,  a  teamster  is  one  who  drives  a  team,  but  in  the  sense  of  the 
statute  every  one  who  drives  a  team  is  not  necessarily  a  teamster,  nor 
is  he  necessarily  not  a  teamster  unless  he  drives  a  team  continually. 
In  the  sense  of  the  statute,  one  is  a  teamster  who  is  engaged  with 
his  own  team  or  teams  in  the  business  of  teaming, — that  is  to  say, 
in  the  business  of  hauling  freight  for  other  parties  for  a  considera- 
tion, by  which  he  habitually  supports  himself  and  family,  if  he  has 
one.  While  he  need  not,  perhaps,  drive  his  team  in  person,  yet  he 
must  be  personally  engaged  in  the  business  of  teaming  habitually, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  living  by  that  business.  If  a  car- 
penter or  other  mechanic  who  occupies  his  time  in  labor  at  his  tiade 
purchases  a  team  or  teams,  and  also  carries  on  the  business  of  team- 
ing by  the  employment  of  others,  he  does  not  thereby  become  a  team- 
ster in  the  sense  of  the  statute.*  "Other  laborer"  is  one  who  labors 
by  and  with  aid  of  a  team,  within  the  meaning  of  a  statute  exempting 
from  execution  "two  oxen,  two  hors^,  or  two  mules,  with  their  har- 
ness, and  one  cart  or  wagon,  by  the  use  of  which  a  cartman,  huckster, 
peddler,  teamster,  or  other  laborer  habitually  earns  his  living."  One 

IS.  Tyler  v.  Conlthard,  95  la.  705,  19.  Enseoe  Dnim,  44  Conn.  93, 2a 
64  N.  W.  681,  58  A.  S.  B.  452;  Story  Am.  Rep.  430. 

T.  Walker,  11  Lea  (Tenn.)  615,  47     20.  Tyler  v.  Conlthaid,  95  Im.  705, 
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whose  main  occupation  is  that  of  clerk  in  a  store  is  not  entitled  to  an 
exemption  of  a  team  owned  by  him  and  used  by  his  son  as  a  teamster.* 

12.  Household;  Householder  Having  Family. — Many  statutes  con-  • 
tain  exemptions  in  favor  of  a  householder.   It  would  seem  that  any 
person  falling  within  the  definition  of  "bead  of  a  family"  *  is  entitled 

to  an  exemption  as  a  "householder." '  A  householder  may  be  said 
to  be  a  person  owning  or  holding  and  occupying  a  house ;  and  a  family 
may  be  defined  to  be  a  collection  of  persons  living  together  under 
one  head.  A  householder  having  a  family  may  be  characterized  as 
the  head  of  a  family  occupying  a  house  and  living  together  in  one 
domestic  establishment.  He  need  not  be  a  husband  or  a  father,  nor 
need  the  family  over  which  he  has  headship  and  control  be  kept 
together  as  a  unit  continuously.  The  education  of  children,  the  illness 
of  any  member  of  the  family  requiring  change  of  climate,  or  mere 
absence,  however  protracted,  if  only  temporary,  for  pleasure  or  recre- 
ation, will  not,  of  course,  dissolve  the  family  relationship  or  break  up 
the  household.  Under  this  definition  it  has  been  held  that  an  unmar- 
ried man  who  maintains  two  establishments,  in  one  of  "which  he  liv^ 
alone,  and  in  the  other  of  which  his  gi'andfather,  for  whom  he  pro- 
vides, resides  with  a  servant,  is  not  a  householder  having  a  family.* 

13.  Head  of  Family  Generally. — Perhaps  the  most  frequent  desig- 
nation of  debtors  entiUed  to  the  benefit  of  exemption  laws  is  the  "head 
of  a  family."  Within  such  statutes  a  family  is  a  collective  body  of 
persons  who  live  in  one  house  and  under  one  head  or  manager.*  The 
number  of  persons  thus  living  together  is  not  at  all  important,  except 
that  there  must  be  more  than  one,  as  it  is  quite  certain  that  two 
persons  may  constitute  a  family;  e.  g.,  husband  and  wife,  father  and 
child."*  It  is  not  necessary  that  the  relation  of  husband  and  wife, 
or  of  parent  and  child,  should  exist,  in'  order  to  constitute  a  family 
having  a  head,  within  the  meaning  of  the  exemption  laws.  The 
exemption  extends  to  one  who  has  residing  with  him  those  so  con- 
nected with  him  by  blood,  or  ties  of  residence  and  association,  as  to 
become  part  of  his  household,  and  who  have  no  residence  but  that 
which  they  enjoy  under  his  favor,  and  whom  he  is  under  a  legal  or 

B.  Brusie  v.  Griffith,  34  Cal.  302,  91  Waltz,  53  la.  706,  6  N.  W,  40,  36  Am. 

Am.  Dec  695.  Rep.  248  and  note;  Linton  v.  Crosby, 

As  to  what  ia  comprehended  by  an  56  la.  386,  9  N.  W.  311,  41  Am.  Rep. 

exemption  of  a  team,  etc.,  see  infra,  107;  Emerson  v.  Leonard,  96  la.  311, 

par.  29.  65  N.  W.  153,  59  A,  S,  R.  372;  Moyer 

6.  See  infra,  par.  13, 14.  v.  Drummond,  32  S.  C.  165,  10  S.  E. 

7.  Note:  61  Am.  Dec.  593.  952,  17  A.  S.  R.  850,  7  L.EA.  747. 

8.  Pearson  v.  Miller,  71  Miss.  379,     Note:  61  Am.  Dec.  586. 

14  So.  731,  42  A.  S.  R.  470.  10.  Moyer  v.  Drummond,  32  S.  C. 

9.  Race  v.  Oldridge,  90  III.  250,  32  165,  10  S.  E.  962,  17  A  S.  R.  850,  7 
Am.  Rep.  27;  Parsons  v.  Livingston,  11  L.R.A.  747. 

Ia.  104,  77  Am.  Dec.  135;  Arnold  v. 
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moral  duty  to  support.'*  In  other  words,  it  is  not  necessary  to  con- 
stitute the  head  of  a  family,  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute,  that 
there  should  be  children  of  such  head  of  a  family,  nor  that  there 
should  be  husband  or  wife."  There  is  some  authority  that  a  legal 
duty  to  support  is  essential  to  constitute  one  the  bead  of  a  family.'* 
Such  a  test,  however,  is  unsatisfactory  and  has  usually  been  repudiat- 
ed." Accordingly  a  person  may  be  the  head  of  a  family  though  he 
has  never  been  married.'*  While  there  may  be  two  families,  and 
two  heads  of  famili^  entitled  to  exemptions,  residing  in  the  same 
house  and  eating  at  a  common  table,'*  there  can  be  but  one  head  and 
one  exemption  for  one  family.'^  Under  a  statute  providing  for  an 
exemption  in  favor  of  a  housekeeper  with  a  family,  the  family  con- 
templated consists  of  those  who  reside  with  or  compose  the  household 
of  the  debtor.'* 

14.  Particular  Persons  Entitled  to  Exemption  as  Head  of  Family. — 

A  husband  who  lives  with  his  wife  is  the  head  of  a  family  though 
they  have  no  children,''  but  a  man  without  children  living  apart  from 
his  wife  cannot  be  so  designated,^^  unless,  perchance,  he  is  living  in 
adultery  with  one  not  his  wife,  and  even  then  it  would  seem  that  the 
law  should  give  no  recognition  to  a  "family"  so  constituted.'  A 
person  having  a  wife  and  minor  children  for  whose  support  he  is 
liable  has  been  held  entitled  to  an  exemption  as  the  head  of  a  family, 
though  he,  because  of  imprisonment  in  a  penitentiary,  is  separated 
from  his  wife  and  contributes  nothing  to  the  support  of  his  family.* 
The 'husband,  not  the  wife,  is  primarily  the  head  of  the  family;  and 
so  a  wife  cannot,  on  the  mere  fact  of  her  marital  relation,  base  a  claim 
of  exemption.  She  may  assert  such  claim  when  conditions  cast  upon 
her  the  rights  and  responsibilities  appertaining  to  the  headship  of  a 
family,*  as  where  the  husband  is  confined  in  an  insane  asylum,*  or 
has  ateconded,  and  his  wife  continues  to  care  for  and  manage  his 


11.  Wade  T.  Jones,  20  Mo.  75,  61 
Am.  Dee.  5S4  and  note;  Moyer  v. 
Drummond,  32  S.  C.  165,  10  S.  E. 
952,  17  A.  S.  E.  850,  7  L.B.A.  747. 

12.  Arnold  r.  Waltz,  53  la.  706,  6 
K.  W.  40,  36  Am.  Rep.  248. 

13.  Notes:  45  Am.  Deo.  254;  61 
Am.  Dec.  587. 

14.  Note:  45  Am.  Dec.  254.  See 
also  cases  cited  io  support  of  the  defi- 
nitions heretofore  ^ven  in  this  para- 
grapb,  and  see  infra,  par.  14. 

16.  Linton  v.  Crosby,  56  la.  386,  9 
N.  W.  311,  41  Am.  Rep.  107. 
Note:  61  Am.  Dec.  589,  591. 
16.  Bachman  v.  Crawford,  3  Hamph. 


(Tenn.)  213,  39  Am.  Dee.  163. 

17.  Ness  V.  Jones,  10  N.  D.  587,  88 
N.  W.  706,  88  A.  S.  R.  755. 

18.  Seaton  v.  Marshall,  6  Bosh 
<Ky.)  429,  99  Am.  Dec  683. 

19.  Note:  61  Am.  Dec.  588,  589. 

20.  Linton  v.  Crosby,  56  la.  386,  9 
N.  W.  3U,  41  Am.  Rep.  107. 

1.  Note:  32  Am.  Rep.  31. 

2.  Gamer  v.  Freeman,  118  La.  184, 
42  So.  767,  118  A.  S.  R.  361. 

Note :  61  Am.  Dee.  589. 

3.  Ness  V.  Jones,  10  N.  D.  587,  88 
N.  W.  706,  88  A.  S.  R.  755. 

4.  Ecker  V.  Lindskog,  12  S.  D.  428, 
81  N.  W.  905,  48  L.RJ^.  155. 
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farm  »  Where  husband  aad  wife  are  divorced,  and  the  custody  of 
v&eir  minor  children  is  given  to  her,  but  he  continues  to  furnish  means 
for  the  support  of  such  children,  he  is  the  head  of  a  family,  and 
entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  exemption  laws.*  If  they  live  together, 
the  husband  and  not  the  wife  is  the  head  of  the  family,  thou^  she, 
with  slight  assistance  from  her  husband,  carries  on  their  home  farm, 
and  supplies  the  necessaries  for  the  family,  while  be  engages  in 
business,  if  he  is  not  disabled  or  unwilling  to  labor  to  support  the 
family.'  While  it  is  sometimes  broadly  stated  that  an  unmarried 
person  cannot,  by  establishing  a  residence  and  employing  servants, 
claim  en  exemption  as  the  head  of  a  family,'  such  a  generalization 
is  inaccurate,  for  where,  in  good  faith,  he  has  living  with  him  as  a 
family  near  relatives,  as  brothers,  sisters,  nephews,  or  nieces,  for  whom 
he  provides,  he  is  entitled  to  an  exemption  as  the  head  of  a  family;  * 
and  this  is  true  tiiough  no  provision  be  made  in  such  a  case  for  an 
adult  brother  who  forms  a  part  of  the  family,  or  for  persons  hired  to 
aid  in  prosecuting  his  business.**  One  who  has  living  with  him  an 
able-bodied  adult  son,  capable  of  maintaining  and  supporting  himself, 
is  not,  on  that  account,  entitled  to  exemption  as  the  head  of  a  family." 
It  has  been  decided  that  though  a  liability  accrues  before-  the  right  to 
an  exemption  is  perfected,  as  where  a  judgment  was  obtained  against 
an  unmarried  debtor  wh<^  property  was  levied  upon  under  an 
execution  issued  on  the  judgment,  and  advertised  for  sale,  he  has, 
nevertheless,  a  right  to  claim  the  benefit  of  the  exemption  laws-,  if 
between  the  date  of  levy  and  the  date  fixed  for  sale  he  marries  and 
becomes  a  bona  fide  householder.^*  This,  however,  has  been  denied, 
the  usual  rules  as  to  priority  being  held  to  apply.'*  Following  the 
principles  stated  a  head  of  a  family  may  include  a  widower  with 
children,**  whether  they  reside  with  him  or  are  provided  for  by  him 
near  the  place  where  he  lodges;  **  or  a  widower,  who,  being  childless, 
supports  his  mother  who  resides  with  him ;  '*  or  a  widow  *'  living 

6.  Prazier  t.  Syas,  10  Neb.  116,  4  10.  McMurray  v.  Shuck,  6  Bush 

N.  W.  934,  35  Am.  Rep.  466.  (Ky.)  Ill,  99  Am.  Dec.  662. 

Note:  61  Am.  Dee.  50L  11.  Cox  v.  Martin,  75  Miss.  229,  21 

6.  Roberts  v.  Moudy,  30  Neb.  683,  So.  6U,  65  A.  S.  R.  604,  36  LiLA. 
46  N.  W.  1013,  27  A.  S.  R.  426.  800. 

7.  Neas  v.  Jones,  10  N.  D.  587,  88-  12.  Robinson  v.  Hughes,  117  Ind. 
N.  W.  706,  88  A.  S.  R.  755.  293,  20  N.  E.  220,  10  A.  S.  R.  45,  3 

8.  Note:  32  Am.  Rep.  30,  31.  L.R.A.  383. 

9.  Arnold  V.  Waltz,  53  la.  706,  6  13.  Pender  v.  Lancaster,  14  S.  C 
N.  W.  40, 36  Am.  Rep.  248;  McMurray  25,  37  Am.  Rep.  720. 

V.  Shuck,  6  Bush  (Ky.)  Ill,  99  Am.  14.  Note:  61  Am.  Dec.  590. 

Dec.  662;  Wade  v.  Jones,  20  Mo.  75,  15.  Seaton    v.   Marshall,   6  Bush 

61  Am.  Dee.  584;  Sternberg  v.  Levy,  (Ky.)  429,  99  Am.  Dec.  683  and  note. 

159  Mo.  617,  60  S.  W.  114,  53  L.R.A.  16.  Parsons  v.  Livingston,  U 

438;  Moyer  v.  Drummond,  32  S,  C.  104,  77  Am.  Dec.  135. 

165,  10  S.  E.  962, 17  A.  S.  B.  860,  7  17.  Note:  61  Am.  Dee.  690. 

LJI.A.  747. 
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with  her  father,  having  children  depending  upon  her  for  support, 
altiiough  her  father  claims  absolute  dominion  and  control  over  the 
farm  and  house;  ^*  or  where  she  keeps  a  boarding  house,  with  a 
friend  residing  with  her,  and  hires  servants.^*  A  childless  widow 
living  alone  is  not  the  head  of  a  family.*'  It  has  been  held  that  a 
widow  whose  children  are  married  adults  and  do  not  live  with  her 
may,  nevertheless,  be  entitled  to  an  exemption  as  a  head  of  a  family 
where  by  other  provisions  of  the  statute  it  appears  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  legislature  to  give  the  widow  the  benefit  of  the  exemp- 
tion even  though  there  be  no  children.*  Under  a  statute  providing 
for  exemptions  in  favor  of  "each  head  of  a  family  or  guardian  of  a 
family  of  minor  children,"  a  guardian  of  one  minor  child  may  claim 
exemptions  for  his  ward.'  Some  statutes  specifically  provide  that  on 
the  death  of  the  husband  the  exempt  property  belonging  to  him  is 
likewise  exempt  in  the  hands  of  the  widow  for  her  own  benefit  if  there 
be  no  children,  or  for  their  joint  benefit  if  there  are  children;  the 
same  provision  is  made  in  favor  of  the  wife  whose  husband  absconds.' 

15.  Nonresident. — ^While  some  courts  have  taken  the  position  that 
where  an  exemption  statute  is  not  expressly  made  applicable  to  non- 
residents it  will  not  be  given  effect  in  their  favor,^  the  better  view  is 
that  unless  an  exemption  statute  is  expressly  confined  to  residents  it 
applies  to  nonresidents  as  well,*  even  though  such  nonresidents  be 
aliens.*  Some  exemption  statutes  expressly  confine  to  residents  the 
rights  conferred;^  and  under  such  a  statute  it  has  been  held  that 
a  man  of  family  who  departs  from  the  state  to  secure  employment. 


18.  Bachman  v.  Crawford,  3  Humph. 
(Tenn.)  213,  39  Am.  Dec.  163. 

19.  Race  v.  Oldridge,  90  lU.  250,  32 
Am.  Rep.  27. 

20.  Kmerson  t.  Leonard,  96  la.  311, 
65  N.  W.  153,  59  A.  S.  R.  372. 

Note:  61  Am.  Dec  590. 

1.  Collier  v.  Latimer,  8  Bast. 
(Tenn.)  420,  35  Am.  Rep.  711. 

2.  Rountree  v.  Dennard,  59  Ga.  629, 
27  Am.  Rep.  40L 

3.  Collier  t.  Latimer,  8  Baxt. 
(Tenn.)  420,  35  Am.  Rep.  711. 

4.  Kelson  v.  Detroit,  etc.,  Ry.  Co., 
146  Mich.  563,  109  N.  W.  1057,  10 
Ann.  Caa.  500  and  note;  Woolfson  v. 
Mead,  D8  Neb.  528,  148  N.  W.  153, 
L.R.A.1915A  396  and  note;  Prater  v. 
Prater,  87  Tenn.  78,  9  S.  W.  361,  10 
A.  S.  R.  623 ;  Carson  v.  Memphis,  etc., 
R.  Co.,  88  Tenn.  646. 13  S.  W.  588, 17 
A.  S.  R.  921,  8  L.R.A.  412. 

Note:  91  Am.  Dec.  423. 

5.  Everett  v.  Herrin,  46  Mc.  357, 


74  Am.  Dec.  455  (alien  temporarily 
within  state) ;  Wright  v.  Chicago,  etc., 
R.  Co.,  19  Neb.  175,  27  N.  W.  90,  56 
Am.  Rep.  747;  Goodwin  v.  Claytor, 
137  N.  C.  224,  49  S.  E.  173,  107  A. 
S.  R.  479,  67  L.R.A.  209;  Bond  v.  Mar- 
tin, 33  Ore.  551,  54  Pac  158, 44  L.R.A. 
430;  Bell  v.  Indian  Live  Stock  Co., 
(Tex.)  11  8.  W.  344,  3  L.R.A.  642. 

Notes:  91  Am.  Dec.  423;  2  A.  S.  R. 
242;  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  195;  L.R.A. 
1915A  397;  10  Ann.  Caa.  501,  502. 

6.  Haskell  v.  Andros,  4  Yt.  609,  24 
Am.  Dec.  645. 

7.  Giovanni  v.  Montgomery  First 
Nat.  Bank,  55  Ala.  305,  28  Am.  Rep. 
723;  Brown  v.  Leitch,  60  Ala.  313,  31 
Am.  Rep.  42;  Seny  v.  Palmer,  93  Ala. 

,381,  9  So.  601,  30  A.  S.  R.  57;  Grirae- 
stad  V.  Lofgren,  105  Minn.  286,  117 
N.  W.  515, 127  A.  S.  R.  566. 17  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  990;  Wierse  v.  Thomas,  145 
N.  C.  261,  59  S.  E.  58,  122  A.  S.  R. 
446,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1008;  Ciomet 
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with  no  definite  intention  of  returning,  loses  his  right  to  ezemptiona^ 
and  subjects  the  property  to  attachment,  although  he  leaves  his  family 
in  the  state,  and  expects  to  return  there  when  he  secures  employmoit 
which  will  justify  him  in  so  doing.*  It  has  also  been  held  that  such 
a  statute  applies  in  favor  of  a  person  who  resides  on  an  Indian  reser- 
vation within  the  state,  though  he  is  a  trespasser  on  the  reservation 
and  has  never  had  another  residence  in  tiie  state.*  One  who  is  tem- 
porarily residing  in  one  state,  but  who  has  a  domicil  within  another 
state,  may  claim  an  exemption  of  personal  property  from  sale  under 
process  as  a  "resident,"  that  term  being  used  in  the  sense  of  domicil.^* 
Where  the  exemption  is  stated  to  be  for  the  use  of  every  family  in  the 
state,  the  exemption  does  not  cover  the  property  of  one  who  has  a 
family  in  another  state,  although  he  is  accompanied  by  a  child  not 
shown  to  be  dependent  upon  him.**  It  is  a  well-established  rule  that 
when  a  debtor  and  creditor  are  rendents  of  the  same  state,  an  attempt 
of  the  latter  to  evade  the  exemption  laws  of  the  state  of  their  domicil  by 
bringing  suit  in  another  state  may  be  enjoined  by  a  chancery  court; " 
and  a  resident  debtor  may  recover  damages  against  a  person  who,  to 
evade  the  exemption  laws,  has  brought  suit  in  a  foreign  jurisdiction, 
and  who,  in  violation  of  such  laws,  has  collected  from  the  debtor  a 
judgment  obtained  in  such  jurisdiction.**  If  a  statute  provides  that  the 
library  of  a  professional  man  residing  in  the  state  is  exempt  from  exe- 
cution, and  that,  on  the  death  of  a  person  leaving  a  child  but  no  widow, 
all  exempt  property  shall  belong  to  such  child,  a  son  of  a  deceased  pro- 
fessional man  leaving  no  widow  is  entitled  to  his  library  free  of  the 
claims  of  his  creditors,  though  such  son  resides  in  another  state,  and  is 
not  the  head  of  a  family  nor  a  minor.**  The  effect  on  exemption 
rights  of  a  removal  from  the  state,  or  preparations  to  do  so,  is  con- 
sidered hereafter.** 

16.  Debtor  with  Several  Occupations. — ^Tt  is  a  general  and  most 
reasonable  rule  ^at  a  person  cannot  by  multiplying  his  employments 
claim  cumulatively  several  exemptions,  created  by  the  statute  for 
several  distinct  employments.  The  mere  fact,  however,  that  a  debtor 
carries  on  two  or  more  trades  or  professions  at  the  same  time  does  not 
deprive  him  of  all  exemptions.   If  he  has  two  separate  pursuits,  the 

T.  Self,  149  N.  C.  164,  62  S.  E.  885,  12  S.  W.  158,  20  A.  S.  R.  156. 

128  A.  S.  R.  658;  State  v.  AUen,  48  11.  Noland  v.  Wickham,  9  Ala.  16S, 

W.  Va.  154,  35  S.  E.  990,  86  A.  S.  R.  44  Am.  Dec  435. 

29,  50  L.R.A.  284.  12.  See  infra,  par.  72. 

Note:  3  L.R.A,  383.  13.  Anderson  v.  Canaday,  37  Ofela. 

8.  Keelin  v.  Graves,  129  Tenn.  103,  171,  131  Pac.  697,  Ann.  Cas.  1915B 
165  S.  W.  232,  L.R.A.1915A  421.  714,  L.R.A.1915A  1186. 

Note:  L.R.A.1915A  421.  14.  Taylor  v.  Winnie,  59  Kan.  16, 

9.  Coey  v.  Cleghorn,  10  Idaho  166,  51  Pac.  890,  68  A.  S.  R.  339. 
79  Pac.  72,  109  A.  S.  R.  199.  16.  See  infra,  par.  68. 

10.  Birdsong  v.  Tattle,  62  Ark.  91, 
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exempted  articles  must  belong  to  bis  main  or  principal  business, — 
in  other  words,  to  the  business  in  which  be  is  principally  engaged.^* 
Thus  one  cannot  double  bis  exemptions  from  sale  on  execution,  under 
a  statute  which  exempts  the  tools  and  implements,  or  stock  in  trade, 
of  any  mechanic,  miner,  or  other  person,  used  and  kept  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  on  bis  trade  or  business,  by  carrying  on  the  business 
both  of  a  mechanic  and  a  miner  at  the  same  time.^'  There  is  author* 
ity,  however,  to  the  e£Fect  that  the  pursuit  of  two  trades  by  a  person 
does  not  deprive  him  of  the  right  to  an  exemption  of  tools  used  in 
either,  if  necessary  for  his  subsistence.'^  For  example,  in  the  case  of 
an  exemption  of  tools  and  implements  of  trade  not  exceeding  in  value 
one  hundred  dollars,  it  has  been  held  that  a  debtor  having  two  trades 
and  tools  for  each,  with  a  total  value  not  exceeding  tibe  specified 
amount,  may  have  an  exemption  in  both  trades."  Again,  a  statute 
exempting  from  execution  "such  suitable  tools  as  may  be  necessary 
for  upholding  life"  has  been  held  to  exempt  not  only  the  shoemaking 
tools  of  one  whose  principal  occupation  was  shoemaking,  but  who 
also  carried  on  farming,  and  lived  isolated,  and  did  his  own  repairing 
of  farming  implements,  but  also  such  farming  tools  as  are  used  by 
hand,  and  the  simple  tools  necessary  for  the  repairing  of  farming 
implements.**  In  the  case  of  kindred  and  simultaneous  employments, 
it  would  seern  that  there  may  be  several  exemptions;  as  a  machinist, 
bell  hanger,  screw  cutter,  etc.' 

17.  Assignment  of  Right — A  right  to  exemption  is  personal  and 
cannot,  ordinarily,  be  transmitted  by  sale  or  gift  *  There  is  authority 
to  the  effect  that  under  a  statute  permitting  the  selection  of  statutory 
exemptions  to  be  made  by  the  debtor  or  his  "authorized  agent/'  a 
mortgage  in  general  terms  of  such  exemptions,  giving  the  mortgagee 
Uie  right  to  make  the  selection,  is  not  against  public  policy.*  On 
the  other  hand  the  soundness  of  such  a  rule,  conradering  the  purpose 
of  exemption  statutes,  has  been  questioned  and  some  authority  exists 
for  a  contrary  rule.*  Where  a  statute  exempts  the  proceeds  of  a  policy 
of  life  insurance  in  the  hands  of  the  insured  where  it  is  paid  in  his 
lifetime,  and  of  the  beneficiary  where  it  is  paid  after  the  death  of 
the  insured,  no  exemption  exists  in  favor  of  the  beneficiary  where  the 

16.  Jenkins  t.  McNall,  27  Kan.  632,  25  Am.  Rep,  61. 

41  Am.  Rep.  422.  20.  Garrett  v.  Patehini  29  Tt.  248, 

Notes:  21  Am.  Dee.  648;  25  Am.  70  Am.  Dee.  414. 

B«p.  64.  1.  Notes:  21  Am.  Dee.  648  ;  25  Am. 

17.  Knapp  v.  Bartlett,  23  Wis.  68,  Rep.  65. 

n  Am.  Dec.  109.  2.  Mardy  v.  Skyles,  101  la.  649,  70 

18.  Patten  v.  Smith,  4  Conn.  450, 10  N.  W.  714,  63  A.  8.  R.  411. 

Im.  Deo.  166.  3.  Re  National  Grocer  Co.,  181  Fed. 

Jtotes:  21  Am.  Dec.  548,  649  ;  26  33,  104  C.  0.  A.  47,  30  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

tJB.  ^D.  64.  9B2  (expounding  Michigan  mie). 

19.  Baker  t.  Wilbs,  123  Mass.  194,  4.  Note:  30  L.B.A.(N.S.)  985,  986. 
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policy  is  paid  to  the  insured  in  his  lifetime  and  by  him  transferred 
to  the  beneficiary.* 

III.  Property  Exempt 

18.  Housebold  Furniture  Generally. — The  word  "furniture"  is  a 
comprehensive  term,  embracing  about  everything  with  which  a  house 
or  anything  else  may  be  furnished.*  As  used  in  exemption  statutes, 

however,  the  expression  "household  furniture"  must  be  understood 
to  mean  those  objects  and  goods  which,  not  becoming  fixtures,  are 
designed  in  their  manufacture  originally  as  instruments  of  the  house- 
hold, and  are  essential  or  useful  for  comfortable  living  purposes. 
While  the  term  has  been  considered  inapplicable  to  articles  which  are 
ornamental  rather  than  useful,'  yet  it  has  usually  been -considered 
to  embrace  a  supply  of  necessary,  convenient,  or  ornamental  articles 
with  which  a  residence  is  equipped*  The  word  "necessary,"  in  a  stat- 
ute exempting  household  furniture  of  the  debtor,  while  it  excludes 
superfluities  and  articles  of  luxury,  fancy,  and  ornament,  embraces 
those  things  that  are  requisite  to  enable  the  debtor  not  merely  to  live, 
but  to  live  in  a  convenient  and  comfortable  manner A  statute  of 
this  character  exempts  such  articles  as  are  necessary  when  the  levy 
is  made,  and  not  merely  those  that  were  necessary  when  the  law  was 
passed.**  An  exemption  of  necessary  household  furniture  covers 
furniture  not  used  in  the  debtor's  home,  but  which  is  all  he  has, 
though  it  consists  of  more  articles  of  the  same  kind  than  are  necessary 
for  use,  where  the  whole  is  of  small  value.**  Where  in  addition  to 
an  exemption  of  enumerated  articles  the  statute  exempts  "all  other 
household  furniture"  not  exceeding  in  value  a  specified  sum,  a  debtor 
who  has  household  furniture,  all  in  value  of  less  than  the  specified 
sum,  used  by  him  in  a  boarding  house  is  entitled  to  hold  all  as 
exempt.**  Furniture  so  used  is  exempt  like  other  household  goods, 
and  is  not  within  a  statute  subjecting  to  execution,  on  a  judgment 
for  the  purchase  price,  stock  in  trade,  or  means  of  carrying  on  the 
party's  occupation.**   Some  statutes  exempt  household  furniture  of 

5.  Mardy  v.  Skyles,  101  la.  549,  70     9.  Montagae  v.  Biehardson,  24  Conn. 
N.  W.  714,  63  A.  S.  R.  411.  See  gen-  338,  63  Am.  Dee.  173  and  note, 
eially,  infra,  par.  41,  aa  to  exemption     Note :  45  Am.  Dee.  256. 

of  life  insurance.  10.  Montague   v.   Richardson,  24 

6.  Rasure  v.  Hart,  IS  Kan.  340,  26  Conn.  338,  63  Am.  Dec.  173  and  note. 
Am.  Ttep.  772.  11.  Clark  v.  AverUl,  31  Tt.  512,  76 

7.  Towns  T.  Pratt,  33  N.  H.  345,  66  Am.  Dec.  131. 

Am.  Dee.  726.  12.  Rasnre  v.  Hart,  18  Kan.  340,  20 

Note:  45  Am.  Dec.  255.  Am.  Rep.  772. 

8.  AJsnp  T.  Jordan,  60  Tex.  300,  6  13.  Vandeihont  v.  Bacon,  38  Mic^ 
8.  W.  831,  5  A.  S.  B.  53.  669. 31  Am.  Rep.  328. 
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a  specified  value,  and  an  unmarried  man  is  givrai  the  benefit  of  the 
exemption.** 

19.  Specific  Articles  Co'oered  by  Exemption. — There  is  at  times 
a  conflict  of  authority  with  reference  to  the  degree  of  necessity  which 
must  exist  to  bring  an  article  within  the  term  "household  furniture." 
Thus'.while  some  courts  have  held  that  a  piano  comes  within  the  term 
household  furniture/'  this  has  been  denied  by  other  courts.  Ex- 
emptions under  the  household  furniture  clause  have  been  held  to 
include  such  articles  as  a  silver  card  receiver,*'  an  only  timepiece,** 
a  cook  stove,"  a  stove  used  exclusively  for  warming  the  debtor's 
house,*"  a  number  of  beds,  though  a  less  number  would  accommodate 
the  debtor  and  his  family,  and  generally  such  articles  as  are  required 
for  immediate  and  constant  use.*  Applying  a  strict  view  it^has  been 
denied  that  household  furniture  includes  a-  mahogany  cabinet  used 
as  a  receptacle  for  jewelry,  or  a  trunk.*  It  is  obvious  that  a  dentist's 
chair  does  not  fall  within  an  exemption  of  a  "set  of  chairs  sufficient 
for  the  use  of  the  family."  • 

20.  Cattle;  Fleece  from  Sheep. — The  courts  decry  a  narrow  and 
illiberal  construction  of  statutes  designed  to  secure  the  exemption  of 
family  cows  and  other  animals  in  domestic  use.*  And  so  it  is  that 
an  exemption  of  a  cow  includes  a  heifer  with  or  without  calf,  if  the 
debtor  has  no  other  animal  falling  within  the  exemption.  And  the 
fact  that  the  debtor  has  in  his  possession  a  cow  which  he  has  sold, 
but  which  sale  may  be  avoided  by  his  creditors,  does  not  deprive  him 
of  the  exemption.*  An  exemption  of  one  cow  must  also  be  deemed  to 
exempt  butter  made  from  milk  obtained  from  it,  as  this  is  one  of  the 

14.  Brown  v.  Wait,  19  Pick.  (Mass.)  Am.  Dec.  718. 

470,  31  Am.  Dec.  154.  Note:  45  Am.  Dec.  256. 

15.  Pbillipa  v.  Phillips,  151  Ala.  19.  Crocker  v.  Spencer,  2  D,  Chip. 
527,  44  So.  391,  125  A.  S.  R.  40,  15  (Vt.)  68,  15  Am.  Dec.  652. 

Ann.  Gas.  157;  Cook  v.  Fuller,  35-  Note:  45  Am.  Dec.  256. 

Okla.  339,  130  Pac.  140,  Ann.  Ca3.  20.  Brown  v.  Wait,  19  Pick.  (Mass.) 

1914D  507,  44  L.R.A.(N.S.)  76;  Von  470,  31  Am.  Dec.  154  (holding,  how- 

Storch  V.  Winslow,  13  R.  I.  23,  43  ever,  that  a  cook  stove  not  80  nsed  is 

Am.  Rep.  10;  Alsup  v.  Jordan,  69  not  cempt). 

Tcv.  300,  6  S.  W.  831,  5  A.  S.  R.  53.  1.  Haswell  v.  Parsons,  16  Cal.  266, 

16.  Trieber  v.  Knabe,  12  Md.  491,  76  Am.  Dec.  480. 

71  Am.  Doc.  607;  Kehl  v.  Dunn,  102  Note:  45  Am.  Dec.  256. 

Mieh.  581,  61  N.  W.  71,  47  A.  S.  R.  2.  Towns  v.  Pratt,  33  N.  H.  345,  66 

561;  Tanner  v.  Billings,  18  Wis.  163,  Am.  Dec.  726. 

86  Am.  Dec.  755  (applying  rule  of  3.  Burt  v.  Stocks  Coal  Co.,  119  Ga. 

cjusdem  generis).  629,  46  S.  B.  828,  100  A.  S.  B.  203. 

Notes:  45  Am.  Dec.  255,  256  ;  44  4.  See  infra,  par.  29. 

L.RJl(N.S.)  77;  Ann.  Caa.  1914D  5.  Carruth   v.   Grassie,  11  Gray 

609.  (Mass.)  211,  71  Am.  Dec.  707;  Dow 

17.  Phillips  V.  Phillips,  151  Ala.  v.  Smith,  7  Vt.  465.  29  Am.  Dee.  202; 
627,  44  So.  391,  125  A.  S.  B.  40,  15  Freeman  v.  Carpenter,  10  Vt.  433,  33 
Ann.  Caa.  157.  Am.  Dec.  210  and  note. 

18.  Leavitt  v.  Metcalf,  2  Vt.  342, 19  Note:  45  Am.  Dec.  253. 
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few  ways  in  which  the  exemption  may  be  made  useful  and  beneficial.* 
It  has  been  considered  that  under  an  exemption  of  "all  sheep  to  the 
number  of  ten^  with  their  fleeces  and  the  yarn  or  cloth  manufactured 
from  the  same,"  cloth  from  the  wool  of  ten  sheep  is  exempt  even 
in  favor  of  a  householder  who  does  not  own  any  sheep7 

21.  Crops,  Provisions  and  Fodder. — In  some  jurisdictions  grbwing 
crops  are  not  subject  to  execution  until  after  a  certain  date,  and  where 
this  is  true  a  debtor  may  sell  them  before  that  date  arrives,  unin- 
cumbered by  the  lien  of  any  execution  which  may  have  been  issued 
against  him.®  The  expression  "current  year"  in  a  statute  exempting 
the  corn,  fodder,  provisions,  and  other  supplies  necessary  for  carrying 
on  a  plantation  to  which  they  are  attached,  for  the  current  year, 
means  from  harvest  to  harvest,  and  not  a  calendar  year;  and  a  crop 
that  is  still  growing  is -within  the  exemption.  It  has  been  held, 
furthermore,  that  to  entitle  a  debtor  to  the  benefit  of  such  a  statute 
he  need  not  be  the  owner  of  the  plantation.  However,  where  such 
a  statute  merely  prohibits  seizing  the  articles  therein  named  "sep- 
arately from  the  land,"  sugar-cane,  though  not  grown  as  a  money 
crop,  but  converted  into  syrup  for  consumption  by  the  family,  may 
be  seized  under  execution.'  It  has  been  held  that  a  statute  that 
exempts  to  the  head  of  a  family  the  necessary  food  for  the  support 
of  his  exempt  stock  does  not  entitle  him  to  cltiira  an  exemption  in 
grain  which  he  does  not  intend  to  feed  his  animals  but  which  he 
intends  to  sell  in  order  to  obtain  other  grain  for  their  food.***  And 
under  a  statute  exempting  from  execution  grain,  meat,  vegetables, 
groceries,  and  other  provisions  on  hand  necessary  for  the  support 
of  the  debtor  and  his  family  for  one  year,  he  is  entitled  only  to  the 
grain  necessary  for  food  for  himself  and  family  for  that  time,  and  is 
not  entitled  to  hold  as  exempt  an  amount  of  grain  snfiicient,  in  the 
absence  of  other  property,  to  support  him  and  them  for  a  year.** 
Nor  is  meat  purchased  by  a  dealer  to  be  sold  again  in  the  usual  course 
of  bis  trade  exempt  from  attachment  as  provisions."  Potatoes  not 
yet  dug  from  the  ground  are  within  a  statute  exempting  "necessary 
vegetables  actually  provided  for  family  use  where  they  were  planted 
for  family  use."  A  statute  exempting  necessary  pork,  beef,  fish, 
flour,  and  vegetables  for  family  use,  will  cover  and  protect  such 
articles  in  a  quantity  sufficient  to  last  the  family  until  the  next 
annual  period  for  laying  up  such  provisions,  and  the  same  rule 

6.  Leavitt  v.  Ifetcalf,  2  Yt.  342,  19  10.  Yoss  v.  Goss,  73  Kan.  120,  84 
Am.  Dec.  718.  Pac.  564,  117  A.  S.  R.  457. 

7.  Hall  V.  Penney,  11  Wend.  (N.  11.  George  v.  Hunter,  48  Kan.  651, 
Y.)  44,  25  Am.  Dec  601.  29  Pac.  1148,  30  A,  S.  E.  325. 

8.  Edwards  t.  Thompson,  85  Tenn.  12.  Note:  30  A.  S.  R.  327. 

720,  4  S.  W.  913,  4  A.  S.  R.  807.  13.  Carpenter  v.   Herriogton,  28 

9.  Hinton  v.  Roane,  124  La.  927,  50  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  370,  37  Am.  Dec.  239. 
So.  798,  134  A.  S.  R.  626. 
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applies  to  exemption  of  food  for  cattle,  swine,  and  the  like.**  If 
a  husband  and  wife  are  supporting  themselves  and  their  children 
by  their  joint  labors  in  cultivating  the  wife's  farm  and  caring  for 
the  household,  and  neither  of  them  has  any  other  farm  or  grain, 
either  has  a  legal  right  to  claim  from  the  grain  or  provisions  so 
raised  on  her  farm  an  amount  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  fam- 
ily for  one  year,  under  the  provisions  of  a  statute  exempting  from 
attachment  or  final  process  "the  provisions  for  the  debtor  and  his 
family  necessary  for  one  year's  support,  either  provided  or  grow- 
ing." *'  In  this  connection  it  may  be  noted  that  certain  kinds  of 
provisions,  as  butter,  may  be  exempt  by  reason  of  the  exempt  char- 
acter of  the  source  of  production. 

22.  Wearing  Apparel. — The  phrase  "wearing  apparel"  as  used  in 
exemption  statutes  is  to  be  understood  according  to  its  usual  and  ordi- 
nary meaning,  which  includes  dress  of.  all  kinds.*'  As  to  whether 
the  court,  in  construing  the  term  "wearing  apparel,"  sliouid  take 
into  consideration  the  value  of  the  article  and  the  rank  and  condition 
of  the  person,  the  authorities  are  not  in  harmony.  According  to  one 
view,  only  the  good  faith  of  the  debtor  is  to  be  considered,  and  the 
extravagance  or  bad  taste  of  the  one  claiming  particular  articles  to 
be  exempt  is  immaterial.  It  is  suiiicient  if  he  actually,  and  in  good 
faith,  regards  such  articles  as  a  part  of  his  dress.**  According  to  other 
authorities,  however,  the  court,  in  construing  the  phrase  "wearing 
apparel,"  will  consider  the  value  of  the  cuticle  with  a  view  to  ascertain- 
ing whether  it  is  suitable  to  the  rank  and  condition  of  tiie  debtor. 
This  view,  however,  is  usually  dependent  for  its  adoption  on  statutory 
limitations  as  to  value,  or  a  requirement  that  the  apparel  be  neces- 
sary.*' Wearing  apparel  includes  all  clothing  which  has  been  appro- 
priated to  the  use  of  a  particular  wearer  in  such  an  amount  as  is 
necessary  to  meet  the  varying  changes  of  climate,  and  the  customary 
habits  and  ordinary  necessities  of  the  mass  of  the  people.*"*  The 
exemption  has  been  held  to  include  a  lace  shawl  of  considerable  value,* 
as  well  as  a  Masonic  uniform,  but  not  clothing  carried  as  part  of  a 
stock  in  trade.*  It  comprehends  cloth  cut  by  a  tailor  into  shape  for  a 
coat,  and  belonging  to  the  debtor,*  as  well  as  uncut  cloth  and  trim- 

14.  Note:  45  Am.  Dec.  256.  19.  Stewart  v.  McCIung,  12  Ore. 

15.  Boelter  v.  Klossner,  74  Minn.  431,  8  Pac.  447,  53  Am.  Rep.  374. 
272,  77  N.  W.  4,  73  A.  S.  R.  347.  Note:  15  Ann.  Caa.  159. 

16.  See- supra,  par.  20.  20.  Notes:  45  Am.  Dec.  256;  125 

17.  Stewart  V.  McClung,  12  Ore.  431,  A.  S.  R.  44;  15  Ann.  Cas.  159,  160. 
8  Pac.  447,  53  Am.  Rep.  374.  1.  Prazier  v.  Bamum,  19  N.  J.  Eq. 

Note:  15  Ann.  Cas.  159.       .  316,  97  Am.  Dec.  666. 

18.  Frazier  v.  Bamum,  19  N.  J.  Eq.      2.  Note:  15  Ann.  Cas.  160. 

316,  97  Am.  Dee.  666.  3.  Ordway  v.  Wilbur,  16  Me.  263, 

Note:  15  Ann.  Cas.  159.  33  Am.  Deo.  663. 
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mings  left  in  the  hands  of  a  tailor  by  the  debtor.*  While  there  is 
some  authority  denying  the  right  of  a  debtor  to  hold  any  ornamental 
jewelry  as  "wearing  apparel"  *  the  weight  of  authority  would  seem  to 
m^e  some  allowances  in  this  respect.*  For  example,  the  better  view 
is  that  a  watch  is  witiiin  an  exemption  of  wearing  apparel,'  or  neces- 
sary wearing  apparel,®  though  there  is  some  authority  to  the  con- 
trary.®  Likewise,  wearing  apparel  has  been  held  to  include  a  gold 
ring"  and  a  diamond  shirt  stud,"  though  the  exemption  does  not, 
according  to  the  strict  view,. include  a  breast  pin." 

23.  Tools  and  Implements  Generally. — ^The  word  tool  is  not  under- 
stood, either  in  its  strict  meaning  or  popular  use,  as  designating  com- 
plicated machinery,  which,  in  order  to  produce  any  useful  efifect, 
must  be  worked  by  combining  several  distinct  parts  or  separate  pieces, 
the  aid  of  more  hands  than  one  being  necessary  to  perform  the  opera- 
tion.** The  rule  may  be  said  to  be  that  an  exemption  of  tools  is 
confined  to  instruments  worked  by  hand  or  by  muscular  power,  and 
does  not  include  complicated  machinery,"  though  some  courts  have 
not  so  strictly  formulated  the  rule.**  While  there  is  some  authority 
that  only  such  tools  are  exempt  as  are  used  by  the  debtor  personally, 
the  better  view  would  seem  to  be  to  the  contrary.  They  must,  how- 
ever, be  intended  for  use  in  the  debtor's  occupation.**  An  exemption 
of  "working  tools  necessary  for  usual  occupation"  of  a  mechanic  is 
not  to  be  restricted  to  tools  of  absolute  necessity,  but  includes  all  tools 
reasonably  necessary  for  the  prosecution  of  his  work  advantageously 
and  usefully,  including  such  new  tools  as  he  may  have  made  or 
acquired  which  are  better  adapted  to  the  prosecution  of  his  labor  than 
those  commonly  used  by  his  craft.*'  It  is  difficult  to  define  accurately 


4.  Richardson  v.  Buswcll,  10  Mete. 
(Mass.)  50(i,  43  Am,  Dee.  450. 

6.  Towns  V.  Pratt,  33  N.  H.  345,  66 
Am.  Dec.  726. 

6.  Note:  15  Ann.  Cas.  160. 

7.  Phillips  V.  Phillips,  151  Ala.  527, 
44  So.  301,  125  A.  S.  R.  40  and  note, 
15  Ann.  Cns.  157  and  note;  Brown  v. 
Edmonds,  8  S.  D.  271,  66  N.  W.  310, 
59  A.  B.  R.  762. 

8.  Stewart  v.  McClung,  12  Ore.  431, 
8  Pac.  447,  53  Am.  Rep.  374. 

9.  Notes:  125  A.  S.  R.  45;  15  Ann. 
Cas.  160. 

10.  Phillips  V.  Phillips,  151  Ala. 
527,  44  So.  301,  125  A.  S.  R.  40,  15 
Ann.  Cas.  157  and  note.  Contra; 
Frazier  v.  Bamum,  19  N.  J.  Eq,  316, 
97  Am.  Dec.  666. 

Note:  15  Ann.  Cas.  161. 

11.  Notes:  125  A.  S.  B.  46;  15  Ann. 
Caa.  161. 


12.  Towns  V.  Pratt,  33  N.  H.  345,  6C 

Am.  Dec.  726. 
Note:  125  A.  S.  R.  46. 

13.  Danforth  v.  Woodward,  10  Pick. 
(Mass.)  423,  20  Am.  Dec.  531. 

14.  Kirlcsey  v.  Rowe,  114  Ga.  893, 
40  S.  E.  990,  88  A.  S.  R.  65;  Batchel- 
der  V.  Shapleigh,  10  Me.  135,  25  Am. 
Dec.  213;  Story  v.  Walker,  11  Lea 
(Tenu.)  515,  47  Am.  Rep.  305;  Kil- 
bum  V.  Demming,  2  Vt.  404,  21  Am. 
Dec.  543;  Spooner  v.  Fletcher,  3  Vt. 
133,  21  Am.  Dec.  579;  Henry  v.  Sheld- 
on, 35  Vt.  427,  82  Am.  Dec.  644. 

Notes:  21  Am.  Deo.  552:  123  A.  8. 
R.  141. 

15.  Notes:  21  Am.  Dec.  552;  123 
A.  S.  R.  141, 142.  See  also  infra,  par. 
24.  • 

16.  Note:  123  A.  S.  R.  140, 141. 

17.  Kenyon  v.  Baker,  16  Mich.  371, 
97  Am.  Deo.  158  and  note;  Healy  v. 
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the  word  "implement."  By  the  courts,  an  exemption  of  implements 
is  accorded  a  broad  signification,  and  under  it  many  things  have  been 
exempted  which  are  not  tools.*®  Where  the  exemption  is  of  tools  and 
implements  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  business  of  the  debtor, 
whether  the  articles  may  be  denominated  tools  or  instruments  is  a 
question  of  law,  but  whether  they  are  necessary  for  carrying  on  the 
debtor's  business  is  a  question  of  fact.'*  Under  some  statutes  the 
library  and  implements  of  a  professional  man  are  exempt  from  execu- 
tion, whether  he  is  the  head  of  a  family  or  not.'*'  The  effect  of  an 
abandonment  of  his  trade  on  a  debtor's  right  to  an  exemption  of  tools, 
is  considered  in  a  subsequent  paragraph.* 

24.  Complicated  Machinery  as  Tools  or  Implements. — Under  the 
general  rule  that  complicated  machinery  is  not  exempt  as  tools, 
articles  popularly  known  as  "machines"  and  not  as  "tools"  are  not 
exempt  as  "tools."  •  Accordingly,  it  has  also  been  held  that  an 
exemption  of  tools  does  not  include  a  portable  machine,  called  a 
"bill  and  jenny,"  used  for  spinning  and  manufacturing  cloth,  and 
capable  of  use  either  by  hand  or  motive  power,*  or  a  ponderous 
machine  usually  operated  by  motive  power  and  used  for  splitting 
leather,*-  or  a  mill  saw  operated  by  water  power.*  On  the  other  hand 
it  has  been  decided  that  a  statute  exempting  the  debtor's  tools  and 
instruments  embraces  machines  of  simple  construction,  moved  by 
hand  or  foot,  and  used  in  the  manufacture  of  boots,  although  the 
machines  are  generally  used  by  men  whom  the  owner  employs  in  his 
business;*  a  traction  engine,  and  the  saws,  belts,  carrier  and  other 
appliances  commonly  used  with  it  in  sawing  lumber; '  and  a  lathe  and 
the  appliances  used  in  running  it,  though  machinists  are  usually 
furnished  such  a  tool  by  their  employers.*  While  the  better  rule 
would  seem  to  be  that  a  printing  press,  type  and  forms  are  not 
"tools,"  *  yet  there  is  good  authority  to  the  effect  that  they  may  be 

Bateman,  2  R.  I.  454,  60  Am.  Dec.  94;  21  Am.  Dec.  543. 

Garrett  v.  Patchin,  29  Vt.  248,  70  Am.  4.  Henry  v.  Sheldon,  35  Vt.  427,  82 

Dec.  414.  Am.  Dec.  644. 

Notes:  21  Am.  Dec.  554;  123  A.  S.  6.  Batchelder  v.  Shapleigh,  10  Me. 

R.  140.  135,  25  Am.  Dec.  213. 

18.  In  re  McManus,  87  Cal.  292,  25  6.  Daniels  v.  Haywaid,  5  Allen 
Pac.  413,  22  A.  S.  R.  250,  10  LJlJi.  (Mass.)  43,  81  Am.  Dec.  731. 

567.  7.  Reeves  v.  Bascue,  76  Kan.  333, 

19.  Woods   V.    Keyes,   14    Allen  91  Pac.  77,  123  A.  S.  R.  137. 
(Mass.)  23G,  92  Am.  Dec.  765.  8.  In  re  Robb,  99  Cal.  202,  33  Pac. 

20.  Roberts  v.  Moudv,  30  Neb.  683,  890,  37  A.  S.  R.  43. 

46  N.  W.  1013,  27  A.  S.  R.  426.  9.  Danforth  v.  Woodward,  10  Pick. 

1.  See  infra,  par.  59.  (Mass.)  423,  20  Am.  Dec.  53irSpoon- 

2.  Knox  V.  Chadboume,  28  Me.  160,  er  v.  Fletcher,  3  Vt.  133,  21  Am.  Dec. 
48  Am.  Dec.  487   (holding  a  "peg  579. 

machine"  not  exempt  as  a  "tool").  Notes:  21  Am.  Dec.  552  ;  25  Am. 

8.  Kilbnm  v.  Demming,  2  Vt.  404,  Rep.  66:  44  Am.  Rep.  6031 
R.  C.  L.  Vol.  XI.— 33.  GIS 
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held  exempt  within  the  meaning  of  .that  term,^'  or  as  "tools  and 
apparatus"  incident  to  a  trade  or  profession, or  as  tools  and  imple- 
ments of  trade.^'  It  has  been  held  that  this  is  the  rule  even  though 
they  are  operated  mostly  by  employees." 

25.  Animals  and  Vehicles  as  Tools  or  Implements. — ^In  most  juris- 
dictions horses  and  vehicles  are  included  under  express  exemptions  of 
statute;  ^*  but  where  the  statute  is  not  so  worded,  it  may  happen  that 
a  claim  of  exemption  of  a  horse  and  wagon  may  be  made  under  tlie 
contention  that  these  may  be  considered  as  tools  of  trade.  The  rule  is, 
however,  that  a  horse  cannot  be  considered  t^o  be  a  tool,  apparatus, 
instrument  or  implement  of  trade."  Accordingly,  it  has  been  decided 
that  a  hor^  used  by  a  physician  in  bis  profession  is  not  exempt  as  a 
"tool  and  instrument,"  and  that  the  horses  and  wagons  of  one 
engaged  in  carting  coal  are  not  exempt  as  "implements  of  his  trade."*' 
On  the  other  hand  there  is  authority  to  the  effect  that  an  exemption  of 
tools  covers  a  wagon  or  sled  necessary  for  the  carrying  on  of  the 
occupation  of  the  debtor,**  and  that  it  covers  the  wagon  and  the  har- 
ness of  a  horse  used  by  a  physician  in  visiting  his  patients,  and  reason- 
ably necessary  for  that  purpose.**  Also  a  harness  and  bugQ;y,  in 
connection  with  an  exempt  horse,  used  by  an  insurance  solicitor  in 
his  business,  are  "tools  and  implements"  used  by  the  debtor  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on  such  business.*®  Again,  an  omnibus  owned 
by  a  hotel  keeper,  and  used  by  him  in  his  business,  is  exempt  from 
execution,  under  a  statute  exempting  "the  necessary  tools  and  instru- 
ments of  any  mechanic,  miner,  or  other  person,  used  and  kept  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on  his  trade  or  business."  *  However,  a  set  of 
harness  does  not  fall  within  the  words  "common  tools  of  trade,"  as 
used  in  an  exemption  statute;'  nor  is  an  automobile  exempt  as  a 
tool  or  implement* 


10.  Patten  y.  Smith,  4  Conn.  460^ 
10  Am.  Dec.  166. 

Notes:  21  Am.  Dec.  652;  123  A.  S. 
R.  148. 

11.  Green  t.  Raymond,  68  Tez.  80, 
44  Am.  Rep.  601. 

Note:  Add.  Cas.  1912C  610. 

12.  Jenkins  v.  McNall,  27  Kan.  532, 
41  Am.  Rep.  422. 

Note:  21  Am.  Dec.  554. 

13.  Bliss  V.  Vedder,  34  Kan.  67,  7 
Pac.  599,  55  Am.  Rep.  237. 

14.  See  infra,  par.  29  et  seq. 

15.  Wallace  v.  Collins,  5  Ark.  41, 
39  Am.  Dec.  359. 

Notes:  21  Am.  Dec.  553  ;  6  Ann. 
Cas.  781 ;  but  see  25  Am.  Rep.  67,  as 
to  the  horae  of  the  keeper  of  a  coun- 
try store. 


16.  Hanna  t.  Bry,  5  La.  Ann.  651, 
62  Am.  Dec.  606. 

17.  Enscoe  v.  Dnnn,  44  Conn.  93, 
26  Ara.  Rep.  430. 

18.  Richards  v.  Hubbard,  59  N.  H. 
156,  47  Am.  Rep.  188  and  note;  John- 
son V.  Long,  71  N.  H.  251,  61  Atl.  908, 
93  A.  S.  R.  509. 

19.  Richards  t.  Hubbard,  69  N.  H. 
158,47  Am.  Rep.  188. 

20.  Wilhite  v.  Williams,  41  Kan. 
288,  21  Pac.  256,  13  A.  S,  R.  281. 

1.  White  V.  Gemeny,  47  Kan.  741, 
28  Pac.  1011,  27  A.  S.  R.  320. 

2.  Eirksey  v.  Rowe,  114  Oa.  893, 
40  S.  E.  990,  88  A.  8.  R.  65. 

S.  Note:  49  L.RJk.(N.S.)  601. 
As  to  whether  an  automobile  is  eZ' 
empt  as  a  vehicle,  see  infra,  par,  32. 
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26.  Other  Things  or  Articles  as  Tools  or  Implements. — An  exemp- 
tion of  tools  or  implements  of  a  debtor's  trade  covers  sewing-machines 
kept  and  personally  used  by  a  tailor  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  his 

trade,  if  reasonably  necessary  therefor;*  a  musical  instrument,  used 
by  a  debtor  in  his  occupation  as  a  professional  musician ; '  a  fisher- 
man's net  and  boat;  a  farmer's  plow  and  harrow;  drays;  shovel,  pick- 
axe, hoe;  the  iraplemente  of  a  watchmaker;  a  canal  boatman's  towline, 
a  hunter's  gun,  and  similar  articles.*  A  safe  is  exempt  as  a  tool  or 
instrument  when  used  by  a  physician  in  his  business  for  the  keeping 
of  his  instruments  and  books  and  medicines,^  or  where  it  is  used  by 
a  merchant,  or  an  insurance  agent  and  abstracter  of  titles,®  or  by 
a  jeweler*  But  a  safe  belonging  to  an  undertaker  is  not  exempt  as 
"professional  instruments  and  furniture."  "  An  exemption  of  "tools 
and  implements"  of  a  mechanic  includes  a  lamp  and  showcases  used 
by  a  watchmaker  and  jeweler  in  his  work  of  making  and  repairing 
jewelry.'*  While  it  has  been  considered  that  an  exemption  of  the 
proper  instruments  of  a  lawj-er  is  broad  enough  to  cover  a  lawyer's 
office  furniture,"  yet  the  library  of  a  lawyer  does  not  fall  within  the 
term  "tools."  A  photographic  lens  used  by  a  photographer  in  his 
busine^ts  is  an  implement  of  his  trade,  and,  as  such,  is  exempt;** 
but  a  photographer's  apparatus  is  not  exempt  as  tools  of  a  mechanic,** 
and  his  apparatus  which  he  has  ceased  to  use  for  taking  likenesses; 
and  is  using  only  to  teach  the  art  to  a  prospective  purchaser,  is  not 
exempt  as  a  "tool  of  his  occupiation."  *•  While  a  dentist's  chair  is 
not  exempt  from  execution  as  a  "common  tool  of  trade,"  *'  yet  the 
tools  of  a  dentist  are  mechanical  tools  within  the  meaning  of  an 
exemption  statute.**  Within  the  term  "tools"  have  also  been  included 


i.  Cionfeldt  v.  Arrol,  60  Minn.  327, 
52  N.  W.  857,  36  A.  S.  R.  648. 
Note:  123  A.  S.  R.  147. 

5.  Goddard  v.  Chaffee,  2  Allen 
(Mass.)  395,  79  Am.  Dec.  796;  Baker 
T.  Willis,  123  Mass.  194,  25  Am.  Rep. 
61. 

Notes:  21  Am.  Dec  554  ;  25  Am. 
Rep.  66;  123  A.  S.  B.  147;  44  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  77. 

6.  Notes:  21  Am.  Dec.  553,  554;  25 
Am.  Rep.  66,  67;  123  A.  S.  R.  148. 

7.  Sterman  v.  Hann,  160  la.  356, 
141  N.  W.  934,  46  UR.A.(N.S.)  287 
and  note. 

8.  Notes:  25  Am.  Bep.  65;  123  A. 
8.  R.  146,  147;  46  L.R.A.(N.S.)  287, 
288;  Ann.  Cas.  1912C  61o. 

9.  MeManus'  EsUte,  87  Cal.  292,  25 


Pac.  413,  22  A.  S.  B.  250,  10  L.R.A. 
567. 

10.  Note:  48L.R.A.(N.8.)  288. 

11.  Bequillard  v.  Bartlett,  19  Kan. 
382,  27  Am.  Rep.  120. 

12.  Abraham  v.  Davenport,  73  la. 
Ill,  34  N.  W.  767,  5  A.  S.  R.  665. 

13.  Notes:  21  Am.  Dec.  553;  25  Am. 
Rep.  64;  123  A.  S.  R.  146. 

14.  Davidson  v.  Hannon,  67  Conn. 
312,  34  Atl.  1050,  52  A.  S.  B.  282,  34 
L.R.A.  718. 

15.  Story  v.  Walker,  11  Lea  (Tenn.) 
515,  47  Am.  Rep.  305. 

16.  Note:  123  A.  S.  R.  148. 

17.  Burt  v.  Stocks  Coal  Co.,  119  Qa. 
629,  46  S.  E.  828, 100  A.  S.  R.  203. 

18.  Maxon  v.  Perrott,  17  Mich.  332, 
97  Am.  Dec.  191. 

Note:  21  Am.  Dec.  554. 
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a  barber's  chair  with  footrest,*'  and  his  chair  and  looking  glass.*^ 
Even  though  it  be  conceded  that  the  keeping  of  a  restaurant  is  a 

"trade,"  still  counters,  safe,  tableware,  kitchen  utensils,  etc.,  are  not 
"tools  or  apparatus,"  within  the  meaning  of  the  exemption  statute.^ 
Nor  are  a  bowling  alley,  pins  and  balls,  exempt  as  the  tools  or  imple- 
ments of  trade.'  An  exemption  of  tools  and  instruments  necessary 
for  the  exercise  of  the  debtor's  prof^ion  covers,  in  the  ca?e  of  a  phy- 
sician, his  surgical  instruments,  those  for  the  preparation  of  medicines 
usually  employed,  and  possibly  his  medical  library.'  A  milliner's 
clock,  stove,  screen,  pitcher,  and  table  cover  are  exempt  as  tools,  imple- 
ments and  fixtures  if  they  are  necessary  to  her  business,  are  in  actual 
use,  and  do  not  exceed  the  statutory  limitation  as  to  value.^  The  desk, 
safe,  and  candelabra  owned  by  an  undertaker  and  used  by  him  in 
his  business  are  not  within  the  terms  "professional  instruments,  fur^ 
niture  and  library,"  but  under  a  statute  providing  that  "all  tools 
or  other  mechanical  instruments  or  appliances  moved  or  worked  by 
hand,  necessary  to  the  practice  of  any  trade  or  profession,  and  used 
in  the  practice  thereof,  shall  be  exempt  from  execution,"  a  debtor 
who  is  an  undertaker  may  hold  exempt  such  tools  and  appliances 
as  are  necessary  in  carrying  on  his  occupation.*  A  seat  in  a  stock 
exchange  cannot  be  claimed  exempt  as  working  tools  of  the  member.* 
27.  Farming  Utensils. — If  the  statute  fixes  no  limit  to  the  amount 
of  land  which  a  judgment  debtor  may  cultivate  by  farming,  and  if 
the  farming  utensils  which  he  has  are  necessary  for  the  proper  culti- 
vation of  his  land,  they  are  exempt  from  execution,  irrespective  of 
whether  he  would  need  them  for  cultivating  a  smaller  tract.^  Thus 
under  a  statute  exempting  farming  utensils  and  implei^^ents  of  hus- 
bandry of  the  judgment  debtor,  he  may  hold  as  exempt  a  combined 
harvester  costing  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  though  comparatively  few 
farmers  own  such  a  harvester.*  While  it  has  been  held  tliat  he  may 
retain  also  a  threshing  outfit,  necessary  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  his 
farming  operations,  though  he  also  uses  it  in  threshing  for  others,* 

19.  Notes:  21  Am.  Deo.  554  ;  82      Note:  21  Am.  Dec.  554. 

Am.  Dec.  645;  15  Ann.  Cas.  264.  4.  Woods  v.  Keyes,  14  Allen  (Mass.) 

20.  Terry  v.  McDaniel,  103  Tenn.  236,  92  Am.  Dec.  765. 

415,  53  S.  W.  732,  46  L.R.A.  559.  5.  Note:  123  A.  S.  R.  146. 

Note:  123  A.  S.  R.  147,  148.  6.  Note:  123  A.  S.  R.  147. 

1.  Simmang  v.  Pennsylvania  F.  Ins.  7.  Spence  v.  Smith,  121  Cal.  536,  53 
Co.,  102  Tex.  39,  112  S.  W.  1044,  132  Pac.  653,  933,  66  A.  S.  R.  G2. 

A.  S.  R.  8tG.  Note:  123  A.  S,  R.  14*2. 

But  see  Note :  123  A.  S.  R.  149.  8.  Estate  of  Klemp,  119  Cal.  41,  50 

2.  Williams  v.  Vincent,  70  Kan.  595,  Pac.  1062,  63  A.  S,  R.  69,  39  L.R.A. 
79  Pac.  121,  109  A.  S.  H.  469,  68  340. 

L.R.A.  634.  9.  Spence  v.  Smith,  121  Cal.  536,  63 

3.  Hanna  v.  Bry,  5  La.  Ann.  651,  Pao.  653,  933,  66  A.  8.  R.  62. 
fi2  Am.  Dec.  606. 
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the  rule  is  generally  to  the  contrary.'*  The  implements  of  husbandry 
which  are  exempt  are  ordinarily  those  that  are  used  by  the  farmer  in 
conducting  his  own  farming  operations;  such  implements  as  he  keeps 
chiefly  for  renting  or  hiring  out  are  usually  not  exempt.  Hence,  a 
well-boring  apparatus  and  derrick,  kept  for  hire  and  only  occasionally 
used  on  the  farm,  are  not  embraced  under  a  statute  exempting  all 
instruments  of  husbandry.'^  Under  some  statutes,  however,  a  mower 
is  exempt  as  a  farming  utensil,  whether  in  use  by  a  farmer  or  not." 
An  exemption  of  farming  tools  bos  been  held  to  include  only  such 
farming  implements  as  are  used  by  hand,  and  not  those  used  by 
means  of  oxen  or  horses,  such  as  wagons,  carts  and  plows.**  The 
exemption  of  farming  implements  necessarily  covers  such  articles  as 
a  grindstone,  a  cream  separator,  and  the  vats,  presses,  and  other  im- 
plements used  in  making  cheese.'* 

28.  Apparatus.— The  term  "apparatus"  is  said  to  imply  "a  full 
collection  or  set  of  implements,  or  utensils,  for  a  given  duty."  Hence, 
"apparatus"  is  a  broader  term  than  "implement,"  and  includes  within 
its  scope  more  than  is  ordinarily  implied  by  "implement"  '*  A  bicy- 
cle is  not  an  "apparatus"  that  belongs  to  the  trade  or  profession  of  an 
architect  within  the  meaning  of  the  word  as  used  in  a  statute  exempt- 
ing "all  tools,  apparatus,  and  books  belonging  to  any  trade  or  pro- 
fession." Nor  are  a  harness  and  buggy  used  in  an  insurance  and  loan 
business  within  such  a  statute.^*  Again,  a  soda  fountain,  or  the  type- 
writer of  a  physician,  is  not  exempt  as  apparatus.'^  However,  an 
exemption  of  apparatus  belonging  to  and  used  in  any  trade  or  pro- 
fession, exempts  a  heavy  paper  cutter  and  a  card  cutter,  both  operated 
by  hand,  used  by  a  printer  in  his  business.'* 

29.  Horses  or  Oxen  Generally. — Many  statutes  in  general  terms 
exempt  a  horse  or  horses  belonging  to  tlie  debtor.  Usually  such  an 
exemption  is  held  to  apply  regardless  of  the  use  to  which  the  horse 
is  put."  In  some  instances,  however,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
exemption  has  been  connected  with  an  exemption  of  farming  imple- 
ments, etc.,  it  has  been  construed  to  be  applicable  only  in  the  case  of 

10.  Meyer  v.  Meyer,  23  la.  259,  92  Okla.  431,  112  Pac.  984,  Ann.  Caa. 
Am.  Dec.  432.  lfll2C  607  and  note. 

Notes:  21  Am.  Dec.  552;  25  Am.  16.  Notes:  123  A.  S.  R.  145;  Ann. 

Rep.  66;  123  A.  S.  R.  142.  Cas.  1912C  610. 

11.  Note:  123  A.  S.  R.  142.  17.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912C  610,  611. 

12.  Humphrey  v.  Taylor,  45  Wis.  18.  Brummage  v.  Kenworthy,  27 
251,  30  Am.  Rep.  738.  Okla,  431,  112  Pac.  984,  Ana.  Cas. 

Note:  123  A.  S.  R.  142.  1912C  607  and  note. 

13.  Garrett  v.  Patchin,  29  Vt.  248,  19.  Wilhite  v.  Williams,  41  Kan. 
70  Am.  Deo.  414.  2fW.  21  Pac.  256.  13  A  S.  R.  281. 

14.  Note:  123  A  S.  R.  143.  Notes:  3  L.R.A(N.S.)  603  ;  6  Ann. 
U.  Bnimmage  t.  Eenwortby,  27  Cas.  780. 
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debtors  engaged  in  farming  at  the  time  of  the  levy.***  Similarly,  an 

exemption  of  oxen,  horses,  or  mules  belonging  to  a  farmer  is  intended 
to  apply  to  such  animals  only  as  are  suitable  and  intended  for  ordi- 
nary work  conducted  on  a  farm.^  An  exemption  of  horses  used  for 
particular  purposes  is  not  lost  because  of  a  nonuser  for  that  purpose 
at  the  precise  time  a  hoise  is  seized,  if  it  is  intended  in  good  faith  to 
use  it  for  that  purpose  within  a  reasonable  time.'  Thus,  under  a 
statute  exempting  two  horses  by  the  use  of  which  a  cartman  or  team- 
ster habitually  earns  his  living,  if  a  person  purchase  a  team  with  the 
bona  fide  intention  of  engaging  in  the  business  of  a  teamster  or  dray- 
man, the  horses  are  exempt  from  levy,  although  he  has  not  yet  actual- 
ly entered  upon  such  business.*  Some  statutes  make  the  exemption 
of  horses  dependent  on  their  value.  Under  such  a  statute  exempting 
"one  or  two  horses,  not  exceeding  in  value  one  hundred  dollars,"  a 
horse  worth  more  than  that  sum  is  not  exempted,  although  it  may  be 
the  only  horse  the  debtor  owns;  and  the  debtor  cannot  protect  any 
portion  or  interest  in  such  horse.  If  debtor  owns  two  horses,  neither 
-of  which  is  worth  one  hundred  dollars,  but  whose  aggregate  value 
exceeds  that  sum,  he  may  elect  which  one  shall  be  exempt;  but  if 
one  horse  is  of  less  and  the  other  of  greater  value  than  one  hundred 
dollars,  the  debtor  has  no  election,  the  former  only  being  exempt. 
However,  a  debtor  may  hold,  as  exempt,  two  horses,  if  the  aggregate 
value  of  both  does  not  exceed  one  hundred  dollars.*  And  where  a 
debtor  has  no  horses  he  may  hold  as  exempt  a  colt  not  exceeding  the 
statutory  value."  Where  one  statute  exempts  specified  property  and 
sixty  dollars'  worth  of  other  property  to  be  selected  by  the  debtor,  and 
another  statute  confers  an  additional  exemption  of  one  horse,  not 
exceeding  in  value  one  hundred  dollars,  it  has  been  held  that  a 
debtor  with  no  other  property  may  combine  his  exemptions  and  hold 
a  horse  worth  one  hundred  and  sixty  dollars.*  While  a  stallion  is 
not  exempt  when  kept  for  service  of  mares  only,  and  not  used  as  a 
work  horse  even  though  the  statute  is  general  in  its  terms  in  exempt 
ing  two  horses,'  yet  if  the  horse  is  used  so  as  to  come  within  the  terms 
of  the  exemption  statute,  the  fact  that  almost  the  entire  income  from 
it  is  from  its  services  as  a  stallion  is  immateriai.*  •  Colts  and  unbroken 

20.  Brusie  v.  Griffith,  34  Cal.  302,  65,  46  Pac.  1025,  95  A.  S.  R.  165. 

91  Am.  Dee.  695;  Robert  v.  Adams.  SS  Note:  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  694. 

Cal.  383.  99  Am.  Dec.  413.  4.  Everett  v.  Herrin,  46  Me.  357,  74 

1.  Robert  v.  Adams,  38  Cal.  383,  99  Am.  Dec.  455. 

Am.  Dec.  413.  6.  Kennedy  v.  Bradbury,  55  Me.  107, 

2.  Jaquith  v.  Scott,  63  N.  H.  5,  56  92  Am.  Dec.  572. 

Am.  Hep.  476;  Gollniek  v.  Marvin,  60  6.  Good  v.  Fogg,  61  III.  449,  14 

Ore.  312,  118  Pac.  1016,  Ann.  Cas.  Am.  Rep.  71. 

1914A  243;  State  v.  McNeil,  58  Wash.  7.  Robert  v.  Adams,  38  Cal.  383,  99 

47,  107  Pac.  1028, 137  A.  S.  R.  1038.  Am.  Dec.  413. 

Note:  6  Ann.  Cas.  781.  Note:  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  693. 

3.  Clereland  v.  Andrews,  S  Idaho  8.  Note:  3  LJl.A.(N^.)  693. 
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animtJs  have  been  held  to  come  within  an  exemption  of  "horses,"  * 
but  a  colt  four  months  old  is  not  exempt,  as  forming  with  its  mother 
a  "span  of  horaes."  "  An  exemption  of  a  "horse"  has  been  con- 
sidered broad  enough  to  include  a  mule/^  an  ass,^'  or  a  gelding  or 
mara.^'  If  a  "pair  of  houses"  is  exempted  by  the  statute,  the  debtor 
may  hold  any  two  horses  he  selects,  whetlier  or  not  they  can  be  used 
as  a  team.  A  statute  exempting  a  "team"  of  horses  applies  to  a  one- 
horse  team  as  well  as  to  a  double  team,  a  horse  not  worked  to  a  vehicle 
or  in  harness,  or  a  horse  belonging  to  the  debtor  and  worked  with 
uiother  hired  by  him.^*  An  exemption  of  a  yoke  of  oxen  or  steers 
has  been  construed  to  include  two  calves,  nine  months  old,  an  untamed 
steer,  or  a  single  ox.'*  Where  a  debtor  owning  two  pairs  of  oxen  has 
sold  one  on  a  contract  of  conditional  sale,  the  pair  retained  must  be 
deemed  his  only  pair  and  as  such  exempt.**  It  has  been  held  that  an 
exemption  of  a  horse  driven  to  a  wagon  does  not  extend  to  the  wagon 
and  harness.*' 

30.  Work  Horse;  Horse  By  Which  Debtor  Habitually  Earns 
Uving. — As  used  in  an  exemption  statute  the  term  "work  horse" 

means  one  that  performs  the  common  drudgery  of  the  homestead, — 
as  to  haul  wood,  to  draw  the  plow,  to  carry  the  family  to  church,  etc., 
eithOT  under  the  saddle  or  in  traces.  It  is  not  necessary  that  he  shall 
have  performed  this  service,  or  that  he  be  broken  to  gear ;  for  if  be  has 
performed  a  part  of  it,  and  is  intended  as  such  a  drudge,  it  is  quite 
sufficient  to  bring  him  within  the  exemption  of  the  statute.'*  If  the 
animal  in  question  is  devoted  solely  to  the  convenience  and  pleasure 
of  the  owner  or  his  family,  it  cannot  be  denominated,  within  the  pur- 
view of  the  law,  a  "work  horse,"  or  horse  used  by  the  debtor  for 
t  the  support  of  his  family,  or  for  team  work,  and  will  not  be  exempt- 
ed as  such.'*  This  do«i  not  mean,  however,  that  the  debtor  cannot 
use  his  horse  for  purposes  of  pleasure  or  convenience.  For  example, 
an  exemption  of  a  horse  required  for  farming  or  teaming  purposes, 
or  other  actual  use,  may,  under  some  circumstances  include  a  Horse 
used  to  convey  the  owner's  children  to  school  or  church  or  in  con- 
nection with  his  business  of  selling  goods  by  sample.'*   The  word 

9.  Note:  6  Ann.  Cas.  781.  18.  Note:  6  Aon.  Cas.  782. 

10.  Ames  v.  Martin,  6  Wis.  361,  70  14.  Note:  6  Ann.  Cas.  779. 
Am.  Dec.  463.  15.  Note:  45  Am.  Dee.  253,  255. 

11.  McEIveen  t.  Goings,  166  La.  16.  Wilkinson  t.  Wait,  44  Vt.  508, 
977,  41  So.  229, 114  A.  R.  R.  574.  8  Am.  Rep.  391. 

Notes:  46  Am.  Dee.  263-255  ;  6  Ami.     17.  Note:  6  Ann.  Cas.  770. 
Cas.  779-780.  18.  Noland  v.  Wickham,  9  Ala.  169, 

12.  Notes :  45  Am.  Dec.  253  (citing  44  Am.  Dec.  435. 

a  case  in  which  tiiis  animal  was  desi^-      19.  Tishomingo  Sav.  Inst.  v.  Toang, 
nated  by  his  claimant  ae  "a  Spanish  87  Miss.  473,  40  So.  9,  112  A.  S.  R. 
horee") ;  6  Ann.  Cas.  782.    And  see  454,  6  Ann.  Caa.  776  and  note,  3 
Collier  v.  Latimer,  8  Baxt  (Temu)  L.R.A.(N.S.)  693  and  note. 
420.  35  Am.  Rep.  7U.  20.  Note:  6  Ann.  Cas.  779,  780,  781. 
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"habitual/'  as  used  in  a  statute  exempting  the  horse  and  wagon  by 
which  a  peddler  or  laborer  habitually  earns  his  living,  does  not 
mean  exclusively;  and  for  the  fact  that  he  may  have,  to  a  limited 
extent,  applied  his  team  to  other  uses,  or  that  some  part  of  his  living 
may  have  come  from  some  other  avenue  of  industry,  cannot  de- 
prive him  of  his  rights  as  a  peddler.*  Such  a  statute  has  been  con- 
strued to  exempt  a  horse  and  wagon  used  exclusively  by  a  kalso- 
miner,  and  paper  hanger  in  conveying  materials,  ladders,  tools, 
brushes,  and  the  like,  to  the  places  where  he  had  work  to  do.*  A 
statute  exempting  a  horse  by  the  use  of  which  the  debtor  earns  his 
living,  or  which  is  necessary  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  his  business 
or  occupation,  does  not  include  a  horse  bought  for  speculative  pur^ 
poses,*  or  one  used  solely  for  racing  or  for  breeding  purposes ;  *  and 
while  colts  and  unbroken  animals  have  been  held  to  come  within  an 
exemption  of  "work  horses,"  this  has  been  denied  in  the  case  of  an 
exemption  of  a  horse  "kept  and  used  for  team  work,"  "work  horses," 
or  horses  by  which  the  debtor  habitually  earns  a  living.*  A  ware- 
houseman who  owns  a  team  which  ho  lets  out  to  a  teamster  is  not 
entitled  to  an  exemption  under  a  statute  which  exempts  from  execution 
ihe  team  necessary  to  enable  any  person  to  carry  on  the  trade,  occupa- 
tion, or  profession  by  which  such  person  habitually  earns  his  living, 
but  under  such  a  provision  one  who  in  the  livery  business  uses  a  team 
of  horses,  and  thereby  habitually  eaxns  his  living,  may  hold  it  exempt* 
A  statute  exempting  tools,  implements,  working  animals,  etc.,  not 
exceeding  $300  in  value,  of  any  mechanic,  miner,  or  other  person  not 
being  the  head  of  a  family,  applies  to  and  exempts  a  horse,  harness, 
and  wagon  used  by  a  single  man  in  his  business  of  assaying,  sampling, 
and  working  ores.'  And  where  the  statute  exempts  to  a  physician  a 
horse,  or  team  consisting  of  not  more  than  two  horses,  by  the  use  of 
which  he  habitually  earns  his  living,  he  may  drive  them  together  or 
use  fAiem  singly;  but  where  he  claims  exemption  he  nxust  show  that  he 
actually  used  the  one  levied  upon.* 

31.  Plow  Horse  or  Farm  Horse. — An  exemption  of  a  horse  as  a 
"beast  of  the  plow"  would  seem  to  cover  any  work  horse,  but  not 

1.  Stanton  t.  French,  91  Cal.  274,  ia  the  use  of  the  family  in  performing 
27  Pac.  657,  25  A.  S.  R.  174.  the  ordinary  services  of  a  work  horse. 

2.  Note:  6  Ann.  Cas.  780.  45  Am.  Dee.  255  note;  6  Ann.  Caa. 

3.  Notes:  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  694;  6  781  note. 

Ann.  Caa  780.  5.  Note:  6  Ann.  Cas.  781. 

4.  Notes:  45  Am.  Dec.  255  ;  6  Ann.  6.  Notes:  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  693,  694; 
Cas.  779-780.  6  Ann.  Cas.  780. 

A  stallion  sometimes  used  for  the  7.  Watson  v.  Lederer,  11  Colo.  677, 
service  of  mares  and  sometimes  used  19  Pao.  602,  7  A.  S.  R.  263,  1  URjL. 
for  pleasure  driving  may  be  exempt  854. 

from  execution  as  a  work  horse  if  one  8.  Notes:  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  694;  6 
of  the  purposes  for  which  he  is  kept  Ann.  Cas.  779. 
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a  horse  i^ed  solely  for  pleasure.*  Accordingly  a  horse  suitable  for 
use  as  a  plow  horse  is  exempt  as  such,  though  It  is  not  shown  that 
it  is  so  used.>'  The  desoriptive  word  "farm"  as  used  in  this  connec- 
tion is  sometimes  construed  as  applying  to  the  quality  of  the  animal, 
and  as  restrictive  of  its  value.  The  term  is  not  always  used  with  a  view 
to  prescribing  the  kind  of  work  in  which  the  exempted  animal  is  to 
be  employed.  Hence  it  is  that  the  exemption  is  not  allowed  exclusive- 

'  ly  to  agriculturists,  but  may  extend  to  "every  debtor  who  is  the  head 
of  a  family."  Under  this  rule  it  has  been  held  that  a  horse  used  in 
drawing  a  dray  and  not  worth  over  forty  dollars,  comes  within  the 
term  "farm  horse"  as  used  in  an  exemption  statute,  notwithstanding 
his  employment  may  be  urban  rather  than  rural  in  character.'* 

32.  Vehicles. — In  an  exemption  statute,  the  term  "wagon"  is  in- 
tended to  mean  a  common  vehicle  for  the  transportation  of  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise  of  all  descriptions.  A  hackney  coach  used 
for  the  conveyance  of  passengers  is  a  different  article,  and  does  not 
come  within  the  meaning  of  the  act.*'  While  a  dray  is  exempt  as  a 
wagon,'*  as  is  also  a  hearse,'*  it  has  been  held  that  the  term  "cart  or 
truck  wagon"  does  not  include  a  peddler's  wagon,  appropriately  de- 
scribed as  a  store  on  wheels;  nor  is  an  insurance  agent's  buggy  a 
"wagon,  cart  or  dray"  used  in  connection  with  farming  utensils, 
though  when  the  word  "wagon"  is  disassociated  from  such  utensils 
it  includes  a  buggy  or  carriage."  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the 
word  "cart"  ordinarily  signifies  a  two-wheeled  vehicle,  yet  as  used  in 
a  statute  exehipting  "one  horse  or  ox  cart"  it  has  been  construed  to 
include  a  four-wheeled  vehicle,  suited  to  the  ordinary  purpose  of 
husbandry;  but  it  does  not  include  pleasure  carriages,  nor  those  larger 
wagons  drawn  by  horses,  or  even  oxen,  and  employed  solely  in  the 
carrying  trade.'*  An  exemption  of  a  "team"  has  been  deemed  to 
include  a  two-horse  wagon ;  '^  but  a  half-interest  in  a  two-horse  wagon 
cannot  be  exempted  as  a  "one-horse  wagon."  '*  Where  the  exemption 
is  of  a  fiorse  and  the  wagon  or  other  vehicle  by  the  use  of  which  the 
debtor  habitually  earns  his  living,  a  wagon  used  by  the  owner  of  a 

■  stallion  in  driving  from  place  to  place  to  stand  the  animal  is  exempt." 
A  vehicle  within  a  statute  exempting  to  certain  classes  of  persons  a 
te^  and  wagon  or  other  vehicle  used  in  earning  a  living,  has  been 

9.  Note:  47  Am,  Rep.  191.  Am.  Rep.  768  et  seq.;  123  A.  S.  B. 

10.  Note:  6  Ann.  Cos.  780.  143, 144. 

11.  Eirksey  v.  Rowe,  114  Oa.  893,  16.  Favers  v.  Glass,  22  Ala.  621,  68 
40  S.  E.  990,  88  A.  S.  R.  66.  Am.  Dee.  272. 

12.  Qoigley  v.  Oorham,  6  Cal.  418,  17.  Note:  45  Am.  Dec.  253, 255. 

63  Am.  Dec.  139.  18.  Kirksey  v.  Rove,  114  Oa.  893, 

13.  Cone  v.  Lewis,  64  Tex.  331,  63  40  S.  E.  990,  88  A.  S.  R.  65. 


Am.  Rep.  767. 
14.  Note:  123  A.  8.  R.  144. 
16.  Notea:  45  Am.  Dec.  265  ;  53 


19.  Knbs  v.  Nicholson,  118  la.  134, 
91  N.  W.  923,  96  A.  S.  B.  370.  . 
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held  to  include  also  a  bicycle*^  or  an  automobile.^  The  question 
whether  a  wagon  or  other  vehicle  is  exempt  as  a  tool  is  considered  in 
a  preceding  paragraph.' 

33.  Stock  in  Trade  or  Personal  Property. — The  statutes  of  some 
jurisdictions  contain  exemptions  of  stock  in  trade  under  certain  limi- 
tations as  to  value.  Under  such  a  statute  a  farmer  is  entitled  to  hold 
as  exempt  live  stock,  hay,  grain  and  seed  up  to  the  statutory  amount* 
Such  an  exemption  also  includes  watches  and  jewelry  manufactured, 
or  in  process  of  manufacture,  to  order  or  for  general  sale.*  One 
engaged  in  an  unlawful  business  cannot,  however,  obtain  an  exemp- 
tion of  stock  in  trade.*  It  has  been  held  that  an  exemption  of  "per- 
sonal property"  to  the  value  of  a  certain  amount  includes  money.' 

34.  Wages  or  Earnings  Generally. — An  exemption  of  wages  is 
intended  to  include  what  an  employer  owes  his  employee  for  personal 
services  rendered  in  that  relation,  and  it  matters  not  whether  it  is 
called  wages  or  salary.'  An  exemption  of  earnings  covers  the  gains 
of  the  debtor  derived  from  his  services  or  labor  without  the  aid  of 
capital.  If  the  debtor  has  no  capital  and  no  credit  contributing  to 
increase  his  profits,  except  the  credit  aiising  from  the  labor  or  service 
in  which  he  is  presently  engaged,  and  out  of  the  proceeds  of  which  hia 
obligations  on  account  of  such  labor  or  service  are  to  be  discharp:ed, 
then  his  net  receipts  or  gains  from  such  labor  or  service  may  fairly 
be  accounted  earnings.*  Although  many  of  the  statutes  characterize 
the  compensation  by  various  terms,  such  as  wages,  salaries  or  earnings, 
still  it  seems  that  primarily  the  test  of  the  exemption  depends  upon 
the  character  of  the  work  for  which  the  compensation  is  given.  The 
construction  of  the  various  terms  employed  in  such  exemption  stat- 
utes always  relates  to  the  question  whether  the  compensation  in  the 
particular  case  is  to  be  exempt  or  not,  regardless  of  whether  the  com- 
pensation be  payable  at  any  particular  interval,  unless  the  exemption 
is  expressly  made  dependent  upon  the  time  of  payment*  The  term 
"wages"  includes  the  idea  not  merely  of  one  person  working  for 
another,  but  also  that  he  shall  work  under  the  direction  of  the  latter 
and  not  as  an  independent  contractor;  and  so  where  a  person  is  in' 

20.  Roberta  v.  Parker,  117  la.  389,  4.  Bequillard  v.  Bartlett,  19  Kan. 

90  N.  W.  744,  94  A.  S.  R.  316,  S7  382,  27  Am.  Rep.  120. 

LJt.A.  764.  5.  See  supra,  par.  6. 

A  bicycle  is  not,  however,  a  "wagon."  6.  Williaroson  v.  Harris,  57  Ala. 

123  A.  S.  R.  145  note.  40,  29  Am.  Rep.  707. 

1.  Lades  v.  Armstrong,  (la.)  144  7.  Hambei^r  t.  Marens,  157  Pa. 
N.  W.  1,  49  LJl.A.(N.S.)  691  and  St  133,  27  Atl.  681,  37  A.  S.  R.  719. 
note.  Note :  102  A.  S.  R.  94  et  seq. 

2.  See  supra,  par.  25.  8.  Brown  v.  Hebard,  20  Wis.  326, 
S.  Hutchinson    v.    Whitmore,    90  91  Am.  Dec.  408. 

ITicfa.  256,  61  N.  W.  451,  30  A.  S.  B.      Note:  102  A.  S.  R.  98,  99. 
431.  9.  Note:  102  A.  S.  B.  94. 
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reality  engaged  in  a  business  of  his  own,  his  profits  are  not  "earnings" 
within  legal  meaning  of  that  term,^*^  or  "wages/*  even  though  he 
does  some  unascertained  portion  of  tiie  work  himself.*^  However, 
the  fact  that  the  person  claiming  the  exemption  does  his  work  by  the 
job,  or  the  piece,  does  not  a£fect  his  right  to  claim  his  earnings  as 
exempt,  if  he  is  in  reality  an  employee,  and  not  an  independent 
contractor."  Thus  one  employed  to  puddle  iron  at  a  specified  rate 
per  ton,  and  who  is  required  to  commence  and  quit  work  at  specified 
hours,  is  entitled  to  hold  as  exempt  moneys  due  him  for  such  work." 
While  a  factor's  or  broker's  commissions  are  not  exempt  as  the  wages 
of  a  laborer  or  the  salary  of  a  person  in  a  public  or  private  employ- 
ment, yet  the  commiasions  of  a  traveling  salesman  selling  by  sample 
are  within  such  an  exemption.^*  Where  an  insurance  agent  mingles 
his  own  funds  with  those  of  his  employer  in  a  bank  account  kept  in 
his  employer's  name  and  drawn  by  him  under  a  power  of  attorney, 
the  surplus  over  that  due  bis  employer  cannot  be  held  exempt  as 
wages  in  the  hands  of  his  employer.^*  An  exemption  of  wages  or 
earnings  does  not  include  the  amount  due  the  debtor  for  board  and 
lodging,  or  the  costs  taxed  in  favor  of  a  commissioner  in  partition,** 
but  it  does  include  the  pereonal  earnings  of  an  artist  for  painting 
pictures.*'  The  salary  of  a  public  school  teacher  has  also  been  con- 
sidered to  be  exempt  under  a  statute  exempting  the  daily,  weekly  or 
monthly  wages  of  day  laborers;  though  "wages"  under  an  exemp- 
tion statute  do  not  ordinarily  include  the  salary  of  public  officers." 
Wages  for  labor  performed  by  the  debtor  are  not  exempt  if  they  are 
inseparable  from  other  indebtedness  which  is  not  exempt*'  Where 
the  payment  of  the  employee's  salary  is  made  in  advance,  no  debt  can 
accrue  for  wages  or  salary  due  to  such  employee,  and  hence  the  em- 
ployer cannot  be  held  liable  as  garnishee;  but  if  the  contract  for  pay- 
ment of  future  earnings  is  made  with  intent  to  place  them  beyond 

10.  Notes:  91  Am.  Dec  421;  102  St.  133,  27  Atl.  681,  37  A.  S.  R.  719. 
A.  8.  R.  95  et  seq.  Note:  102  A.  S.  R.  96. 

11.  Heard  v.  Crum,  73  Miss.  157,  15.  Baltimore  First  Nat.  Bank  v. 
18  So.  934,  55  A.  S.  R.  520.  Jaggers,  31  Md.  38,  100  Am.  Dec 

12.  Rikerd  Lumber  Co.  v.  Chroach,  53. 

135  Mich.  703,  98  N.  W.  739,  106  A.  16.  Note:  91  Am.  Dec.  420. 

S.  R.  416;  Dayton  v.  Ewart,  28  Mont.  17.  Millington  v.  Laurer,  89  la.  322, 

153,  72  Pae.  420,  98  A.  S.  R.  54tf;  56  N.  W.  533,  48  A.  S.  R.  38.5. 

Adcock  V.  Smith,  97  Tenn.  373,  37  S.  18.  Hightower  v.  Slaton,  54  Ga. 

W.  91,  56  A.  S.  R.  810;  Brown  v.  108,  21  Am.  Rep.  273  (in  effect  over- 

Hebard,  20  Wis.  326,  91  Am.  Dee.  ruled  as  to  proposition  that  teacher  is 

408.  day  laborer — see  supra,  par.  8). 

Note:  102  A.  S.  R.  96,  97.  19.  MeUllan  v.  Young,  64  Ga.  399, 

13.  Adcock  V.  Smith,  97  Tenn.  373,  21  Am.  Rep.  276. 

37  8.  W.  91,  56  A.  S.  R.  810.  20.  Gray  v.  Fife,  70  N.  H.  89,  47 

.    14.  Hambetger  v.  Marcus,  167  Pa.  Atl.  641,  85  A.  S.  R.  603. 
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the  reach  of  creditorsi  it  is  said  that  such  a  contract  would  be  held 

fraudulent.* 

35.  Exemption  as  Dependent  on  Amount. — Some  statutes  contain 
limitations  as  to  the  amount  of  wages  which  may  be  held  as  exempt. 
Under  such  a  statute  providing  that  one  half  of  the  earnings  of  a 
judgment  debtor  shall  be  exempt,  and  that  "there  shall  be  exempt 
in  all  cases  a  sum  not  to  exceed  fifty  dollars,"  in  no  case  can  the 
exemption  be  reduced  to  less  than  fifty  dollars.*  And  where  a  debtor 
is  entitled  to  claim  as  exempt  personal  property  to  the  amount  of  one 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  selected  by  him,  and  the  wages  of  laborers  to 
the  amount  of  twenty-five  dollars  are  also  exempt  from  garnishment, 
the  debtor  may  claim  a  balance  due  him  as  wages  or  salary,  over  and 
above  the  twenty-five  dollars  per  month,  as  part  of  the  one  thousand 
dollars'  worth  of  personal  property,  to  which  he  is  entitled.* 

36.  Exemption  as  Dependent  on  Time;  Loss  of  Right. — Within 
the  meaning  of  an  exemption  statute  current  wages  are  such  compen- 
sation for  personal  services  as  are  to  be  paid  periodically  or  from 
time  to  time,  as  the  services  are  rendered;  as  where  the  services  are 
to  be  paid  for  by  the  hour,  day,  week,  month  or  year,  or  where  the 
compensation  for  service  is  measured  by  the  time  of  its  continuance.* 
The  amount  long  past  due  an  employee  from  his  employer,  and  which 
is  paid  on  balancing  accounts,  is  not  "current  wages."  •  The  view 
has  been  taken  that  under  a  statute  providing  that  tlie  personal 
earnings  of  a  debtor  "at  any  time  within  ninety  days  next  preced- 
ing the  levy"  shall  be  exempt  from  liability  for  his  debts,  the  period 
of  time  during  which  litigation  to  recover  such  earnings  may  be 
pending,  cannot  be  eliminated  in  the  computation  of  the  period 
fixed  by  the  exemption.'  Sound  reason,  however,  favors  the  rule 
that  a  creditor  cannot,  by  garnishment  proceedings,  tie  up  in  the 
hands  of  an  employer  separate  amounts  of  money  earned  as  wages 
by  a  laborer  until  the  time  exempting  such  wages  has  expired,  and 
then  by  anotho'  garnishment  proceeding  appropriate  these  several 
amounts  to  the  payment  of  his  debt,  for  it  is  clear  that  such  pro- 
ceedings are  an  abuse  and  perversion  of  civil  process.^  In  harmony 
with  this  view  is  the  rule  that  under  a  statute  exempting  from  gar- 
nishment, to  a  certain  amount,  the  wages  of  a  laborer  or  other  person 
working  for  wages,  who  is  the  head  of  a  family,  the  amount  of 
monthly  wages  for  several  months,  less  the  statutory  amount,  can- 

1.  Note:  102  A.  S.  R.  101, 102.  Note:  102  A.  S.  R.  06. 

2.  Note:  102  A.  S.  R.  101.  6.  Cbadvick  v.  Stout,  112  la.  16T, 

3.  Notes:  01  Am.  Dec.  421;  102  A.  83  N.  W.  901,  84  A.  S.  R.  334. 

S.  R.  101.  7.  Rnstad  t.  Bishop,  80  Mimi.  497, 

4.  Note:  102  A.  S.  R.  96.  83  K.  W.  449,  81  A.  8.  B.  282,  60 
6.  Bell  T.  Indian  Live  Stock  Co.,  L.R.A.  168. 

(Tex.)  11  S.  W.  344,  3  LJI.A.  642. 
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not  be  tied  up,  either  by  successive  writs  of  garnishment,  or  by  a 
sinf^le  writ  returnable  to  a  term  of  court  long  subsequent  to  its 
execution. B  While  there  is  authority  to  the  effect  that  the  proceeds 
of  a  judgment  for  exempt  wages  are  not  exempt,'  the  better  view, 
however,  is  that  an  employee  wrongfully  discharged  before  the  expir- 
ation of  his  term  may,  upon  its  expiration,  bring  suit  to  recover 
the  wages  due  for  the  entire  term,  and  the  money  thus  recovered 
will  be  exempt  from  garnishment  as  though  earned  by  actual  service." 
On  like  principle  a  recovery  under  a  statute  directed  against  the  assign- 
ment of  claims  against  resident  debtors  to  avoid  the  effect  of  an 
exemption  of  wages,  is  exempt  in  the  same  manner  as  the  wages 
which  it  represents.**  Again,  while  there  is  some  authority  to  the 
effect  that  the  payment  of  wages  to  one  for  the  benefit  of  the  debtor, 
extinguishes  the  exemption,*^  it  is  maintained  that  the  fact  that 
moneys  due  a  debtor  for  wages  have  been  collected  for  him  by 
another  at  his  request  does  not  render  them,  though  remaining  in 
the  bands  of  such  collector,  subject  to  execution  against  the  person 
by  whom  they  were  earned.'* 

37.  Bounty. — At  the  present  time  the  law  with  reference  to  the 
exemption  of  a  bounty  offered  as  an  inducement  to  enlistment  in 
the  military  forces  is,  of  course,  rather  obsolete.  It  will  be  sufficient 
here  to  mention  the  fact  that  under  such  statutes  the  view  was 
taken  in  some  early  cases  that  the  exemption  of  a  soldier's  pay  and 
bounty  from  levy  or  pale  under  execution  did  not  extend  to  property 
purchased  with,  or  otherwise  voluntarily  obtained  in  exchange  for, 
such  money,**  thouirli  the  contrary  view  was  maintained  in  some 
cases.  But  even  under  the  latter  rule  property  purchased  with  the 
proceeds  of  other  property  which  was  obtained  by  the  use  of  bounty 
money  was  not  exempt." 

38.  Pension  Money  under  Federal  Statute. — The  Revised  Statutes 
of  the  United  States  provide  that  "no  sum  of  money  due,  or  to 
become  due,  to  any  pensioner  shall  be  liable  to  attachment,  levy, 
or  seizure  by  or  under  any  legal  or  equitable  process  whatever,  whether 
the  same  remains  with  the  pension  office,  or  any  officer  or  agent 
thereof,  or  is  in  course  of  transmission  to  the  pensioner  entitled  thereto, 
but  shall  inure  wholly  to  the  benefit  of  such  pensioner."  According 
to  the  prevailing  view  this  statute  protects  pension  money  from  seizure 
so  -long  as  it  remains  due  to  the  pensioner,  but  not  after  it  has  been 
actually  paid  over  and  has  come  into  his  possession.**    Money  in 

8.  Chapman  v.  Berry,  73  MisB.  437,      12.  Note:  18  L.R.A.  686. 

18  So.  ai8,  55  A.  S.  R.  546.         •         13.  Elliot  v.  Hall,  32  Idaho  421,  31 
And  see  91  Am,  Dec.  424,  425  note.  Pac.  796,  35  A.  B.  R.  285,  18  LJtA. 

9.  Note:  18  L.R.A.  586.  586  and  note.  . 

10.  Cox  V.  Bearden,  84  Qa.  304,  10     14.  Note:  68  A.  S.  B.  382. 
S.  B.  627,  20  A.  S.  R.  359.  16.  Note:  19  LJt.A.  35. 

11.  Note:  47  L.R.A.(N.8.)  601,  692.     16.  Mcintosh  v.  Aubrey,  185  U.  S. 
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the  pension  agent's  hands,  or  even  a  check  therefor  in  the  pensioner's 
or  his  agent's  hands,  has  not,  however,  yet  inured  to  the  pensioner's 
benefit  bo  as  to  be  subject  to  seizure;''  and  under  the  rule  that  a 
conveyance  of  exempt  property  is  not  fraudulent,  such  moneys  may 
be  disposed  of  by  him  as  he  sees  fit.'*  On  this  point  there  is,  how- 
ever, authority  to  the  contrary.'*  But  exemption  does  not  extend 
to  a  deposit  of  pension  money  in  a  bank,**  or  to  realty  purchased 
with  pension  nioney.^  Nor  does  the  federal  statute  forbid  a  court 
in  a  matrimonial  suit  to  compute  the  pension  in  determining  the 
husband's  income.*  There  is  much  iperit  in  the  view  taken  in  an 
early  case  that  if  the  statute  had  no  other  purpose  than  to  exempt 
the  pension  money  while  in  the  bands  of  the  officers  and  agents  of 
the  government  or  in  transmission  from  them  to  the  pensioner,  no 
such  statute  was  needed,  because  by  the  general  law  the  money  was 
protected  from  legal  process  or  interference  by  creditors  in  any  man- 
ner while  in  the  custody  of  the  government  or  any  of  its  officers 
or  agents  appointed  for  its  distribution,  or  while  it  was  in  course  of 
transmission  from  them  to  the  pensioner  or  person  entitled  to  receive 
it.'  Under  this  view,  of  course,  realty  purchased  with  pension  money 

122,  22  S.  Ct.  561,  46  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  Holmes  v.  Tallada,  125  Pa.  St.  133,  17 

834;  Price  v.  Societv  for  Savings,  64  Atl.  238,  11  A.  S.  R.  880,  3  L.R.A. 

Conn.  362,  30  Atl.  139,  42  A.  S.  R.  219  and  note;  Reiff  v.  Mack,  160  Pa. 

198;  Cranz  v.  White,  27  Kan.  319,  41  St.  265,  28  At!.  699,  40  A.  S.  R.  720 

Am.  Rt-p.  408  and  note;  Robion  v.  (deposit  in  bank  held  exempt)  His- 

Walker,  82  Kv.  60,  56  Am.  Rep.  878;  sera  v.  Johnson,  27  W.  Va.  644,  55  Am. 

Johnson  v.  Elkins,  90  Ky.  163,  13  S.  Rep.  327. 

W.  448,  8  L.R.A.  552;  Curtis  v.  Helt-  Note:  17  Ann.  Cas.  1194. 

on,  109  Ky.  493,  59  S.  W.  745,  95  A.  See  generally,  Frauduleht  Gokvst- 

S.  R.  388;  Friend  v.  Garcelon,  77  Me.  ances. 

25,  52   Am.   Rep.   739;   Rozelle   v.  19.  Johnson  v.  Elkins,  90  Ky.  163, 

Rhodes,  116  Pa.  St.  129.  9  Atl.  160,  2  13  S.  W.  448,  8  L.R.A.  552;  Friend  v. 

A.  8.  R.  591  and  note  (money  in  hands  Garcelon,  77  Me.  25,  52  Am.  Rep.  739. 

of  bailee  for  safekeeping  held  not  ex-  Note:  17  Ann,  Cas.  1193. 

empt),  limited  in  Holmes  v.  Tallada,  20.  Cmnz  v.  White,  27  Ean.  319, 

125  Pa.  St.  133,  17  Atl.  238,  11  A.  S.  41  Am.  Rep.  408. 

R.  880,  3  L.R.A.  219,  wherein  effect  Note:  17  Ann.  Cas.  1193. 

was  given  to  the  words  "shall  inure  to  1.  Mcintosh  v.  Aubrey,  185  U.  S. 

his  own  benefit;"  In  re  Ferguson,  140  122,  22  S.  Ct.  561,  46  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

Wis.  583, 123  N.  W.  123,  17  Ann.  Cas.  834;  Robion  v.  Walker,  82  Ky.  60,  56 

1189  and  note.  Am.  Rep.  878;  In  re  Ferguson,  140 

Notes:  66  A.  S.  R.  387;  3  L.R.A.  Wis.  583, 123  N.  W.  123, 17  Ann.  Cas. 

219;  19  L.R.A.  35,  36;  5  L.R.A.(N.S)  1189. 

473;  7  Ann.  Cas.  756;  17  Ann.  Cas.  Note:  17  Ann.  Cas.  1193. 

.  1192.  2.  Note:  17  Ann.  Cas.  1193. 

Aud  see,  generally,  Levy  and  Seiz-  3i  Hissem  v.  Johnson,  27  W.  Va. 

UBS,  as  to  property  liable  to  seizure.  644,  55  Am.  Rep.  327. 

17.  Notes:  3  L.R.A.  219;  7  Ann.  It  seems,  however,  that  this  view  is 
Cas.  756;  17  Ann.  Cas.  1192.  not  now  the  law  of  West  Viiginia. 

18.  Falkenboig  v.  Johnson,  102  Ky.  17  Ann.  Cas.  1194  note. 

543.  44  S.  W.  80,  80  A.  S.  B.  369;  See  QABHiSEinNT,  with  refereaee  to 
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is  exempt  under  the  federal  statute ;  *  and  especially  is  this  true  where 
the  debtor  procures  property  purchased  with  pension  money  to  be 
conveyed  to  his  wife.* 

39.  Pension  Money  under  State  Statutes. — Statutes  have  been 
enacted  in  several  states  which  generally  give  pension  funds  or  prop* 
erty  purchased  therewith  greater  protection  than  ia  given  by  the' 
federal  statute.  Such  statutes  are  remedial  in  their  nature,  and  like 
other  exemption  statutes  should  be  liberally  construed  in  favor  of 
the  pensioner*  If  a  pension  is  exempted  by  a  state  statute,  where 
such  moneys  can  be  clearly  identified  and  are  used  in  the  purchase 
of  necessary  articles,  or  are  loaned  or  invested  for  purposes  of  increase 
or  safety,  in  such  form  as  to  secure  their  available  use  for  the  bfuetit 
of  the  pensioner  in  time  of  need,  they  come  within  the  meaning  of 
the  statute;  but  where  they  have  been  embarked  in  trade,  commerce, 
or  speculation,  and  become  mingled  with  other  funds  so  as  to  be 
incapable  of  identification  or  separation,  the  pensioner  loses  the  bene- 
fit of  the  statutory  exemption.'  Accordingly  under  such  a  statute 
pension  money  on  deposit  in  a  bank  is  exempt;  *  as  is  also  real  estate 
or  personal  property  purchased  with  pension  money.*  But  under 
a  state  exemption  statute,  after  pension  money  has  inured  to  the 
benefit  of  the  pensioner,  it  has  been  held  that  the  exemption  does 
not  continue  for  the  benefit  of  his  heirs,***  especially  if  they  constitute 
no  part  of  the  family  for  which  he  provided.^'  A  statute  exempt- 
ing property  purchased  with  pension  money  must  be  deemed  to  cover 
personalty  released  from  the  lien  of  a  chattel  mortgage  by  the  pay- 
ment of  pension  money.  While  the  increase  from  property  in  whicli 
pension  money  is  Invested  is  not  exempt,"  in  which  category  crops 
have  been  considered  to  fall,**  yet  it  has  been  considered  that  prop- 
erty received  on  an  exchange  for  property  purchased  with  pension 
money,  and  exempt  from  levy  by  statute,  is  also  exempt  to  its  full 
value  when  no  additional  means  are  invested,  though  such  value 

the  liability  of  the  United  States  or  a  7.  Yates  County  Nat.  Bank  v.  Car- 
state  to  garnishment.     .  penter,  119  N.  Y.  550,  23  N.  E.  1108, 

4.  Crow  V.  Brown,  81  la.  344,  46  16  A.  S.  R.  855,  7  L.R.A.  557. 

N.  W.  913,  25  A.  S.  R.  501  and  note,  Note:  17  Ann.  Cas.  1195,  1196. 

11  L.R.A.  110.  8.  Price  v.  Society  for  Savings,  64 

Notes:  2  A.  S.  R.  597;  66  A.  S.  R.  Conn.  362,  30  Atl.  139,  43  A.  S.  B. 

386;  19  L.R.A.  35,  36;  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  198. 

473;  7  Ann.  Cas.  756;  17  Ann.  Cas.  Notes:  2  A.  S.  R.  597;  17  Ann.  Cai. 

1193.  1195,  1196. 

5.  RatlifE  v.  Elwell,  141  la.  312, 119  9.  Yates  Connty  Nat.  Bank  v.  Car- 
N.  W.  740,  20  L.R.A.(N.S.)  223;  Hiss-  penter,  119  N.  Y.  550,  23  N.  E.  1108, 
em  V.  Johnson,  27  W.  Va.  644,  55  Am.  16  A.  S.  R.  855,  7  L.R.A.  557. 

Rep.  327.  10.  Note:  17  Ann.  Cas.  1196. 

6.  Price-  v.  Society  for  Savings,  64  11,  Note:  2  A.  S.  R.  597. 
Conn.  362,  30  At!.  139,  42  A.  S.  B.  12.  Note:  17  Ann.  Cas.  1195. 

198.  See  supra,  par.  4,  as  to  the  gen-  13.  Haefer  v.  Mullison,  90  la.  372, 

enl  role  of  constraetion.  57  N.  W.  893,  48  A>  S.  B.  451. 
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18  in  excess  of  the  amount  originally  invested  in  ttie  property  orig- 
inally  held.'* 

40.  Cemeteries. — Under  a  statute  which  declares  that  lands  appro- 
priated and  set  apart  as  burial  grounds,  either  for  public  or  private 
use,  shall  not  be  subject  to  sale  on  execution  on  any  judgment,  real 
estate  dedicated  as  a  public  cemetery,  and  which  is  appropriated  and 
used  exclusively  for  burial  purposes,  is  exempt  from  execution  and 
forced  sale.  The  fact  that  the  owner  of  the  legal  title  to  a  portion 
of  the  lots  receives  a  portion  of  the  revenues  derived  from  a  sale 
thereof  when  required  for  burial  purposes  does  not  render  such  unsold 
lots  subject  to  execution,  legal  or  equitable;  nor  can  they  be  reached 
by  an  equitable  proceeding  in  the  nature  of  a  creditor's  bill."^ 

41.  Life  Insurance. — Apart  from  a  statutory  provision  to  the  con- 
trary a  policy  of  life  insurance  or  its  proceeds  is  not  exempt  from 
seizure,*'  but  in  most  jurisdictions  statutes  have  been  enacted  con- 
taining exemptions  of  life  insurance  policies.  On  the  theory  that 
a  policy  of  insurance  payable  during  the  lifetime  of  the  insured,  at 
the  expiration  of  a  certain  period,  is  not  really  life  insurance,  but 
rather  in  the  nature  of  an  investment,  the  insurance  being  a  mere 
incident  of  the  contract,  rather  than  the  main  purpose,  some  courts 
hold  that  such  policies  do  not  come  within  the  protection  of  statutes 
exempting  life  in!<urance  from  the  claims  of  creditors.'^  Other  courts, 
however,  have  taken  a  contrary  view."  Even  under  the  view  that 
a  tontine  policy  is  not  exempt  as  life  insurance,  by  the  withdrawal 
of  the  surplus  at  the  end  of  the  tontine  period,  and  the  continuance 
of  the  policy  as  fully  paid  up,  with  the  wife  of  the  assured  named  as 
beneficiary,  a  tontine  policy  becomes  strictly  a  life  insurance  policy, 
and  as  such  exempt  from  the  claims  of  creditors."  It  would  seem 
clear  that  a  paid-up  insurance  policy  is  within  an  exemption  of  life 
insurant  policies,"*  and  the  sharing  in  annual  dividends,  varying 
from  year  to  year,  does  not  destroy  the  essential  character  of  a  policy 
as  a  purely  paid-up  life  insurance  contract,  the  dividends  being  a 
mere  incident  of  the  policy.'   If  a  statute  exempts  from  execution 

14.  Smith  V.  Hill,  83  la.  684,  49  80  Pae.  533,  107  A.  S.  R.  851;  Holden 
N.  W.  1043,  32  A.  S.  R.  329.  v.  Stratton,  198  U.  S.  202,  25  S.  Ct. 

Note:17Ann.  Cas.  1195.  656,  49  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1018  (policy 

15.  Pawnee  City  First  Nat  Bank  v.  payable  to  wife  in  event  of  husband's 
Hazels,  63  Neb.  844,  89  N.  W.  378,  56  death). 

L.R.A.  765.  Notes:  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  456  et  seq.; 

16.  Note:  2  Ann.  Cas.  91.  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  723. 

17.  Talpott  V.  Field,  34  Neb.  611,  52  19.  Allen  v.  Central  Wisconsin 
N.  W.  400,  33  A.  S.  R.  662.  And  see  Trust  Co.,  143  Wis.  381,  127  N.  W. 
Tompkins  v.  Lew,  87  Ala.  263,  6  So.  1003,  139  A.  S.  R.  1107. 

346,  13  A.  S.  R.  '31.  20.  Note:  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  723. 

Notes:    4    L.R.A.(K.S.)    466  ;   25      1.  Allen  v.  Central  Wisconsin  Trust 

LJl.A.(N.S.)  723.  Co.,  143  Wis.  381,  127  N.  W.  1003, 

18.  Flood  V.  Libby,  38  Wash.  366.  139  A.  S.  R.  1107. 

528 


Digitized  by  Google 


UB.  C.  L. 


EXEMPTIONS 


all  moneys  arising  out  of  any  life  insurance  on  the  life  of  the  debtor, 
if  the  annual  premium  paid  does  not  exceed  a  stated  amount,  and 
a  policy  is  obtained,  the  annual  premium  on  which  is  a  greater  sum, 
it  has  been  held  that  no  part  of  the  proceeds  of  such  policy  is  exempt.' 
But  where  an  exemption  statute  permits  a  debtor  to  expend  a  cer- 
tain amount  for  insurance  which  shall  be  exempt,  there  is  somo 
authority  for  tiie  proposition  tliat  he  may  expend  in  addition  to 
such  amount  any  sum  he  sees  fit  out  of  exempt  wages  or  exempt 
property  and  hold  the  insurance  as  exempt  *  Under  a  statute  exemptr 
ing  life  insurance  taken  out  for  the  benefit  of  a  debtor's  wife,  a  pol- 
icy in  which  the  debtor's  wife  is  named  as  beneficiary  is  exempt 
thou<ih  the  debtor  has  tlie  right  to  change  the  beneficiary  *  In  many 
jurisdictions  it  is  the  rule  that  a  statute  which  exempts  the  pro- 
ceeds of  insurance  from  the  debts  of  the  insured  in  no  way  affects 
the  liability  of  the  fund  for  the  debts  of  the  beneficiary,'  but  many 
other  authorities  hold  that  such  proceeds  are  exempt  from  the  claims 
of  the  l>eneficiary's  creditors;  •  and  an  exemption  of  the  amount  rep- 
resented by  a  benefit  certificate  from  execution,  followed  by  an  added 
provision  to  the  effect  that  it  shall  not  be  liable  to  seizure  for  the 
debts  of  the  deceased  member,  has  been  construed  to  exempt  the 
proceeds  from  seizure  for  the  beneficiary's  debts.'  The  position  has 
been  taken  that  money  which  has  reached  the  beneficiary  is  not 
exempted  from  legal  process  by  a  statute  providing  that  the  benefit 
to  be  paid  by  any  benefit  society  shall  not  be  liable  to  attachment 
by  trustee,  garnishee,  or  other  process,  and  shall  not  be  seized  by 
legal  or  equitable  process  or  any  operation  of  law,  to  pay  any  debt 
or  liability  ^of  &  certificate  holder,  or  of  a  beneficiary  named  in  the 
certificate.*  But  the  better  view  would  seem  to  be  that  an  exemption 
of  money  to  be  paid  under  a  benefit  certificate  exempts  the  proceeds 
after  they  have  been  paid  to  the  beneficiary,*  as  where  they  have  been 
deposited  in  a  bank  by  the  beDeficiary.'**  While  a  statutory  exemp- 
tion from  execution  against  the  beneficiary,  of  the  proceeds  of  a  cer- 

2.  In  re  Brown,  123  Cal.  399,  55  79  Pae.  534.  104  A.  S.  R.  80,  2  Ann. 
Pac.  1055,  69  A.  S.  R.  74.  Cas.  88,  69  L.R.A.  67. 

3.  Sternberg  v.  he\y,  159  Mo.  617,     Note:  L.U.A.1915A  1203, 1204. 

60  S.  W.  1U4,  53  L.R.A.  438.  7.  Brown  v.  Balfour,  46  Minn.  68, 

4.  Allen  v.  Central  Wisconsin  Tnist  48  N.  W.  604,  12  L.R.A.  373. 

Co.,  143  Wis.  381,  127  N.  W.  1003,  8.  Recor  v.  Commercial  &  Savings 
139  A  S.  R.  1107.  Bank  of  St.  Clair,  142  Mich.  479, 106 

5.  Recor  v.  Commercial,  etc.,  Bank,  N.  W.  82,  7  Ann.  Cas.  754  and  note,  5 
142  Mich.  479,  106  N.  W.  82,  7  Ann.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  472  and  note. 

Caa.  764,  5  LJR.A.(N.S.)  472;  Reifi  9.  Notes:  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  472,  473, 

V.  Armour,  79  Wash.  48, 139  Pae.  633,  L.R.A.1915A  1205. 

LJl.Aa915A  1201.  10.  Holmes  v.  Manthall,  145  CaL 

Notes:  LJt.A.1915A  1201,  1204;  2  777,  79  Pac.  534,  104  A.  S.  R.  86,  2 

Ann.  Cas.  91.  Ann.  Cas.  88,  69  L.RA.  67. 

6.  Holmes  v.  Marshall,  146  CaL  777, 
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tificate  or  policy  in  a  mutual  benefit  society,  has  been  held  not  to 
extend  to  property  purchased  therewith/' other  courts  are  governed 
by  a  contrary  rule.** 

42.  Public  Property. — Statutes  have  sometimes  been  enacted  ex- 
empting public  property,  such  as  that  of  counties,  from  seizure  for 
debts,**  although  it  is  clear  that  an  express  exemption  is  unneces- 
sary for  that  purpose.'*  Municipal  buildings  used  for  public  pur- 
poses are  exempted  from  forced  sale.**  It  has  been  held  Uiat  a  stock 
of  intoxicating  liquors  held  for  sale  under  a  dispensary  act  is  so 
impressed  with  a  public  purpose  as  to  fall  within  such  an  exemption.** 

43.  Proceeds  of  Exempt  Property  Generally. — While  the  position 
has  sometimes  been  taken  that  an  exemption  extends  to  the  proceeds 
of  a  voluntary  sale  of  exempt  personal  property,  designed  for  invest- 
ment in  other  exempt  property  to  take  the  place  of  that  sold,*'  as  also 
to  property  received  in  exchange  for  exempt  property,**  in  general 
the  rule  is  to  the  contrary  both  as  to  the  proceeds  received  on  the 
sale  of  exempt  property,**  and  as  to  property  received  in  exchange  for 
exempt  property.*''  In  support  of  the  latter  view  it  has  been  said 
that  the  legislature  never  intended  to  intrust  the  debtor  with  money 
which  he  may  misapply  or  squander  away  without  providing  for 
the  objects  secured  by  the  exemption  law.  If  he  purchases  other 
articles  exempt  from  execution,  with  other  funds  or  on  credit,  tho?e 
articles  are  of  course  exempt  from  execution.  If,  in  addition  to 
this,  he  may  retain  the  proceeds  of  articles  formerly  held,  he  will 
enjoy  a  double  exemption,  which  is  more  than  the  statute  contem-_ 
plat^  or  alluws.*  According  to  this  view  a  personal  property  exemp- 
tion cannot  be  claimed  out  of  money  that  has  been  invested  in  tlie 
purcliase  of  land,*  and  an  exemption  of  stock  in  trade  of  a  certain 
value  cannot  be  claimed  from  the  surplus  proceeds  arising  from  a 
sale  of  a  stock  of  trade  under  a  chattel  mortgage  reserving  no  exemp- 
tions.* Under  a  statute  providing  that  all  produce,  rents,  or  profiu? 
arising  from  exempt  property  shall  be  exempt  if  a  crop  is  produced 


11.  Merrell  Drag  Co.  v.  Dixon,  131 
Ky.  212,  115  S.  \V.  179,  24  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  1018  and  note. 

12.  Note:  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1019. 

13.  Oilman  v.  Contra  Costa  County, 
8  Cal.  52,  68  Am.  Dec.  290. 

14.  See  Lew  and  Seizure. 

15.  Ellis  V.  Pratt  Citv,  111  Ala. 
(i29,  20  So.  649,  56  A.  S.  R.  76,  33 
L.n.A.  264. 

16.  Equitable  Loan,  etc.,  Co.  v. 
EdwardsvUle,  143  Ala.  182,  38  So. 
1016,  111  A.  S.  R.  34. 

17.  Cuilen  v.  Hanis,  111  Mich.  20, 
69  N.  W.  78,  06  A.  S.  K.  380. 


18.  Notes:  66  A.  S.  R.  382,  383; 
19  L.R.A.  33. 

19.  Robinson  v.  Burke,  70  N.  11.  '2, 
45  AtU  713,  85  A.  S.  R.  595;  Knabh  v. 
Drake,  23  Pa.  St.  489,  63  Aiu.  Dec. 
352. 

Note:  66  A.  S.  R.  381,  382. 

20.  Note:  66  A.  S.  R.  382. 

1.  Knabb  v.  Drake,  23  Pa.  St.  489, 
62  Am.  Dec.  352. 

2.  Dortch  V.  Benton,  98  N.  C.  190, 
3  S.  E.  633,  2  A.  S.  R.  331. 

3.  Roundy  v.  Converse,  71  Wis.  524, 
37  N.  W.  811,  5  A.  S.  R.  240. 
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by  the  conjoint  use  of  property  which  is  exempti  and  that  which 
belongs  to  the  debtor  individaafly,  the  whole  crop  cannot  be  made 
subject  to  the  claim-  of  the  creditor  of  the  head  of  the  family  individ- 
ually. In  such  case  only  an  aliquot  part  of  the  crop,  representing 
equitably  the  interest  of  the  debtor  unaffected  by  the  exemption, 
can  be  legally  subjected  to  his  debt,  and  the  crop  is  exempt  as  a 
whole  in  the  absence  of  a  showing  of  such  aliquot  part'  Where 
the  price  agreed  to  be  paid  for  the  purchase  of  exempt  property  on 
delivery  has  not  been  paid,  it  is  not  subject  to  ^rnishment  if  the 
sale  is  rescinded  for  nonpayment  of  the  price.*  The  right  of  a  pen- 
sioner to  hold  as  exempt  property  purchased  with  his  pension  check 
depends  on  somewhat  different  principles,  and  has  already  been  con- 
sidered.' 

44.  Right  of  Action  or  Judgment  for  Exempt  Property. — It  is  a 
general  rule  that  a  right  of  action  for  the  conversion  of  exempt 
property,  for  the  price  of  its  sale,  is  exempt  and  not  subject  to  set 
o£F,'  and  this  is  the  rule  also  as  to  an  indemnity  bond  given  on  its 
seizure."  On  the  same  principle — and  this  is  the  prevailing  rule — 
a  judgment  in  an  action  for  the  conversion  of  exempt  property,  or 
for  injury  to  it,  is  exempt,  and  cannot  in  any  way  be  applied  to 
the  payment  of  debts  of  the  judgment  creditor*  Under  this  view 
the  costs  allowed  to  a  debtor  in  successfully  asserting  his  right  to 
exempt  property  partake  of  the  nature  of  the  property  and  are 
exempt.^*  There  is  authority,  however,  to  the  effect  that  a  judgment 
for  the  conversion  of  exempt  properly,  or  injury  thereto,  is  not 
exempt,'*  and  that  the  fact  that  a  judgment  sought  to  be  obtained 
should,  when  recovered,  be  adjudged  to  be  exempt  from  execution, 
cannot  be  set  up  by  the  pleadings  when  the  cause  of  action  is  not 


4.  Brand  v.  Clementa,  116  Ga.  392,  Below'  v.  Robbing,  76  Wis.  600,  45 

42  S.  E.  711,  94  A.  S.  R.  133.  N.  W.  416,  20  A.  S.  R.  89,  8  L.R.A. 

6.  Note:  66  A.  S.  R.  382.  467. 

6.  See  supra,  par.  38.  Notes:  66  A.  S.  R.  383  et  seq.;  42 

7.  Notes:   19  L.R.A.  33,  34;  42  L.R.A.(N.S.)  575. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  575.  10.  Long  v.  Collins,  16  S.  D.  625, 

8.  Winatead  v.  Hicks,  135  Ky.  154,  94  N.  W.  700,  102  A.  S.  R.  724; 
121  S.  W.  1018,  135  A.  S.  R.  446.  Below  v.  Robbins,  76  Wis.  600,  45 

9.  Wyiie  V.  Grundysen,  51  Minn.  N.  W.  416,  20  A.  S.  E.  89,  8  LJl-A. 
360,  53  N.  W.  805,  38  A.  S.  R.  509,  467. 

19  L.R.A.  33  and  note;  Cleveland  v.  See  Costs,  vol.  7,  p.  790  et  seq., 

McCanna,  7  N.  D.  455,  75  N.  W.  as  to  amounts  and  items  allowable  gen- 

908,  66  A.  S.  R.  670,  41  L.R.A.  S52  erally. 

(denying  right  to  set  off  of  judg-  11.  Robinson  v.  Burke,  70  N.  H.  2, 

ments) ;  Crawford  v.  Carroll,  93  Tenn.  45  Atl.  713,  85  A.  S.  R.  595;  Kiiabb 

661,  27  S.  W.  1010,  42  A.  S.  R.  943,  v.  Drake,  23  Pa.  St.  489,  62  Am,  Dec. 

26  L.RJ^.  416;  Burke  v.  Hance,  76  352. 

Tex.  76, 13  S.  W.  163, 18  A.  S.  R.  28 ;  Note :  19  L.R.A.  33  et  seq. 
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based  on  an  infringement  of  rights  under  the  exemption  statute.'* 
Even  under  the  prevailing  -view  a  final  judgment  for  conversion  is 
subject  to  garnishment  when  there  is  nothing  to  show  how  much 
of  the  judgment  proceeded  from  exempt  property,  and  part  of  the 
property  converted  was  not  exempt;"  and  under  the  same  general 
rule,  that  part  of  the  judgment  in  an  action  of  replevin  which  rep- 
resents the  value  of  the  use  of  the  exempt  property  is  not  exempt.^* 
Some  courts  take  the  broad  position  that  in  any  action  the  subject 
of  which  is  exempt  the  defendant  will  not  be  permitted  to  defeat 
the  exemption  by  setting  up  a  counterclaim,'*  and  on  this  prin- 
ciple rests  tlie  holding  that  in  an  action  by  an  employee  for  wage^ 
due  from  the  defendant,  which  are  exempt,  the  defendant  cannot 
counterclaim  a  debt  due  from  the  plaintiff  to  him,  jiUhough  the 
counterclaim  comes  within  the  letter  of  the  statute," — and  in  siicli 
case  this  rule  likewise  precludes  any  right  of  counterclaim  by  the 
defendant's  assignee.*'  Where  a  judgment  debtor  ha^  no  properly 
save  a  judgment  for  less  than  the  amount  exempted  by  statute  from 
execution,  the  defendant  in  that  judgment  may  not  satisfy  it  hv 
.^et-off  of  another  judgment.** 

45.  Proceeds  of  Fire  Insurance  Policy. — A\'hile  there  is  strong 
authority  for  the  proposition  that  the  amount  due  on  the  proceeds 
of  an  insurance  policy  covering  exempt  property  which  has  been 
injured  or  destroyed  does  not  partake  of  the  exempt  character  of  the 
property,"  the  reverse  of  this  is  apparently  the  better  and  more  rea- 
sonable rule.™  The  exemption  should  persist  until  a  reasonable 
time  at  least  has  elapsed  to  enable  the  inj-ured  to  replace  the  prop- 
erty destroyed  with  property  of  a  similar  nature.  The  object  of  the 
insurance,  it  is  true,  is  not  to  protect  the  insured  property.  It  is, 
however,  to  procure  the  means  by  which  such  property  can  be  replaced 

12.  Caldwell  V.  Ryan,  210  Mo.  17,  Canna,  7  N.  D.  455,  75  N.  W.  908. 
108  S.  W.  533,  124  A.  S.  R.  717,  4  66  A.  S.  R.  670,  41  L.R.A.  852. 
Ann.  Cas.  314,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  494  Notes:  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  494  et  aeq; 
and  note.       *  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  1183. 

13.  Hiirkc  V.  Hanee,  76  Tex.  76,  19.  Smith  v.  Katcliff,  66  Miss.  683, 
13  S.  W.  1G3,  18  A.  S.  R.  28.  6  So.  460,  14  A.  S.  R.  606;  Woosler 

14.  Note:  66  A.  S.  R.  ;i84.  v.  Page,  54  N.  H.  125,  20  Am.  Rep. 

15.  Note:  42  L.R.A.(N.S.)  575.  128. 

16.  Bradley  v.  Earle,  22  N.  D.  139,  Notes:  66  A.  8.  R.  386;  19  L.R.A. 

132  N.  W.  660,  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  1181  34. 

and  note,  42  L.R.A.(N.S.)  575  and  20.  Ellis  v.  Pratt  City,  111  Ala.  629, 

note;  Collier  v.  MiH-pliv,  00  Tean.  300,  20  So.  649,  56  A.  S.  R.  76,  33  L.R.A. 

16  S.  W.  465,  25  A.  S.  R.  698.  264;  Reynolds  v.  Haines,  83  la.  342, 

For  cases  contra,  see  Ann.   Cas.  49  N.  W.  851,  32  A.  S.  R.  311,  13 

1914A  1184  note.  L.R.A.  719  and  note;  Puget  Sound 

17.  Millington  v.  Lawrer.  89  la.  322,  Dressed  Beef,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Jeffs,  11 
56  N.  W.  533,  48  A.  S.  R.  385.  Wash.  466,  39  Pae.  962,  48  A.  S.  R. 

18.  Puett  V.  Beard,  86  Tiid.  172,  885,  27  L.R.A.  808. 
44  Am.  Rep.  280;  Cleveland  v.  Mc-  Note:  19  L.B.A.  34. 
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if  destroyed.  The  fact  that  the  money  paid  for  the  insurance  was 
act  exempt  from  execution  cannot  affect  the  question.  As  well  might 
it  be  claimed  that  because  money  not  exempt  from  execution  was 
used  in  repairing  household  furniture  it  would  thereafter  not  be 
exempt.^ 

46.  Exemption  Out  of  Partnership  Property — Majority  View. — 
Peisonai  property  of  a  tenant  in  common  is  exempt  from  levy  and 
forced  sale  as  like  interests  in  other  property,  where  the  possession 
as  well  as  the  title  is  several.*  But  a  partnership,  as  such,  cannot 
claim  an  exemption,'  and  the  prev^ling  view  is  that  during  the 
continuance  of  a  partnership,  the  individual  members  cannot  claim 
a  several  exemption  of  undivided  partnership  property  taken  under 
legal  process  for  partnership  debts.*  The  rule  is  said  to  rest  upon 
the  well -recognized  principle  that  the  title  and  ownership  of  part^ 
nership  property  is  in  the  partnership,  and  that  neither  partner 
has  any  exclusive  right  to  any  part  thereof.*  The  difficulties  are  not 
obviated  where  all  the  partners  severally  claim  the  exemption,  for 
still  there  would  have  to  be  a  settlement  of  the  partnership  business 
in  order  to  determine  what  to  allow  each  member.  If  instead  ,  of 
severally  claiming  they  make  a  joint  claim  to  the  exemption,  it 
might  be  that  each  of  the  members,  but  one,  owned  all  the  property 
and  had  no  right  to  the  exemption.*  The  position  has  been  taken 
that  a  sale  of  partnership  propeity  by  one  partner  to  the  other  can- 
not entitle  the  purchasing  partner  to  retain  ^e  property  as  exempt 


1.  Puget  Sound  Dressed  Beef  &  by  estoppel,  but  one  person  eonstitut- 
Paeking  Co.  v.  JefiEs,  11  Wash.  469,  ing  the  arm);  Tliurlow  v.  Warren,  82 
39  Pae.  962,  48  A.  S.  R.  885,  27  Me.  164,  19  Atl.  158,  17  A.  S.  R. 
L.R.A.  808.  472;  State  v.  Spencer,  64  Mo.  355, 

2.  Heckle  v.  Grewe,  125  111.  58,  27  Am.  Rep.  244  and  note;  Wise  v. 
17  N.  E.  437,  8  A.  S.  R.  332;  Sterman  Frey,  7  Neb.  134,  29  Am.  Rep.  380; 
T.  Hann,  160  la.  356,  141  N.  W.  934,  Bateman  v.  Edgerly,  69  N.  H.  244, 
46  L.R.A.(N.S.)  287;  Newton  V.Howe,  45  AtL  96,  76  A.  S.  R.  162;  Re 
29  Wis.  531,  9  Am.  Rep.  616;  RusseU  Spitz,  8  N.  M.  622,  45  Pac.  1122,  34 
T.  Lennon,  39  Wi&  670,  20  Am.  Rep.  L.R.A.  604;  Qaylord  v.  Imhoff,  26 
60.  Ohio  St.  317,  20  Am.  Rep.  762  (all 

Note:  1  A.  S.  R.  593.  partners  joining  in  demand);  Ault- 

3.  Wliitc  V.  Heffner,  30  La.  Ann.  man,  Miller  &  Co.  v.  Wilson  55  Ohio 
1280,  31  Am.  Rep.  238.  St.  138, 44  N.  E.  1092,  60  A.  S.  R.  677; 

4.  Giovanni  v.  Montgomery  First  Ex  parte  Karish,  32  S.  C.  437,  11  S. 
Nat.  Bank,  65  Ala.  305,  28  Am.  Rep.  E.  298,  17  A.  S.  R.  865;  Spiro  v. 
723;  Aiken  v.  Steiner,  98  Ala.  355,  Paxton,  3  Lea  (Tenn.)  75,  31  Am. 
13  So.  510,  39  A.  S.  R.  58;  Cowan  v.  Rep.  630. 

Creditors,  77  Cal,  403,  19  Pac.  755,     Notes:  21  Am.  Dec.  551;  61  Am. 

U  A.  S.  R.  294  (insolvency  proceed-  Dec.  692;  25  Am.  Rep.  65;  67  A.  S. 

ings) ;  Haas  v.  Shaw,  91  Ind.  384,  46  R.  437;  3  L.R.A.  383. 

Am.  Rep.  607;  Goudy  v.  Werbe,  117      6.  Note:  1  A.  S.  R.  694. 

Ir^d.  154,  19  N.  E.  764,  3  L.R.A.  114;     6.  State  v.  Spencer,  64  Mo.  355,  27 

Oreen  t.  Taylor,  98  Ky.  330,  32  S.  Am.  Rep.  244. 

W.  945,  56  A.  S.  R.  375  (partnership 
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from  execution  for  the  partDOTship  debts.'  But  other  authcnrity  is 
to  the  effect  that  one  partner  may  purchase  all  the  partnership  prop- 
erty, and  thereby  become  entitled  to  the  legal  exemption  from  exe- 
cution thereon  as  individual  property,  where  the  transaction  is  made 
in  good  faith,  without  intent  to  defraud  creditors,  and  before  a  lien 
has  been  acquired  thereon^  although  the  firm  is  at  the  time  insolvent.' 
But  a  purchasing  partner  cannot  acquire  such  right  where  the  goods 
are  divided  or  sold  after  levy.*  The  prevailing  view  has  been  applied 
by  some  courts  where  partnership  property  is  sought  to  be  taken 
for  the  individual  debt  of  the  partner  claiming  the  exemption,*^ 
but  its  application  to  such  a  situation  has  been  denied.*^  There  is 
much  force  in  the  contention  that  if  the  partner  had  an  interest 
in  the  property,  which  could  be  levied  upon  under  an  execution 
against  him  alone,  he  had  'such  an  interest  as  should  entitle  him 
to  his  exemptions  out  of  it.^* 

47,  Exemption  Out  of  Partnership  Property — Minority  View. — 
Contrary  to  the  prevailing  view  treated  in  the  preceding  paragraph, 
there  is  strong  authority  for  the  rule  that  each  member  of  a  firm 
is<entitled  to  an  exemption  out  of  the  partnership  property,  where 
it  is  levied  on.^'  In  support  of  this  rule  it  is  said  that  the  same 
reason  which  exists  for  protecting  an  individual  engaged  in  carry- 
ing on  business  applies  with  equal  force  to  each  and  every  member 
of  a  firm.  The  whole  object  of  the  law  is  to  prevent  a  person  from 
being  stripped  of  all  means  of  carrying  on  his  business,  and  in  this 
respect  no  distinction  can  exist  between  those  who  are  members  of 
a  firm  and  those  who  are  not.  If  the  property  is  exempt  under  the 
statute,  parties  dealing  with  them  must  take  notice  of  that  fact,  and 
it  is  no  hardship  whatever  to  enforce  the  right  when  the  occasion 
arises  which  demands  it.  The  creditor,  in  selling  goods  to  an  individ- 
ual, knows  that  a  certain  portion  of  his  debtor's  property  is  not  and 
will  not  be  subject  to  his  demands.    And  so  if  he  sells  to  a  firm, 

7.  AikeD  v.  Steiner,  98  Ala.  355,  13  12.  Dennis  v.  Eaas  &  Co.,  11  Wash. 
So.  610,  39  A.  S.  R.  58.  353,  39  Pac.  656,  48  A.  S.  R.  88V. 

8.  Ooudy  v.  Werbe,  117  Ind.  154,  13.  Blanchard  v.  Paschal,  68  Oa.  32. 
19  N.  E.  764,  3  L.R.A.  114.  45  Am.  Kep.  474;  McCoy  v.  Brennan, 

Note:  1  A.  S.  R.  593.  61  Mich.  362,  28  N.  W.  129,  1  A.  S. 

9.  Wise  v.  Frey,  7  Neb.  134,  29  Am.  R.  589  and  note;  Ferguson  v.  Bpeith, 
Rep.  380.  13  Mont.  487,  34  Pae.  1020,  40  A.  S. 

10.  Porch  V.  Arkansas  Milling  Co.,  R.  459;  Stewart  v.  Brown,  37  N.  T. 
65  Ark.  40,  45  S.  W.  61,  67  A.  S.  R.  350,  93  Am.  Dee.  578;  Evans  t.  Brvan, 
895.  95  N.  C.  174,  59  Am.  Rep.  233:'  St. 

Note:  1  A.  S.  R.  694.  Loais  Type  Foundry  v.  International 

11.  Wise  V.  Frey,  7  Neb.  134,  29  Uve-Stock,  Printing,  etc,  Co.,  74  Tex. 
Am.  Rep.  380;  Mover  v.  Drummond,  651,  12  S.  W.  842,  16  A.  S.  R.  870. 
32  S.  C.  166,  10  S.  E.  952,  17  A.  Notes:  21  Am.  Dec.  551;  61  Am. 
S.  R.  850,  7  L.R.A.  747  (limited  in  Dec.  592  ;  27  Am.  R«>.  240,  250  :  57 
Ex  parte  Eartsh,  32  S.  C.  437,  11  S.  A.  S.  R.  437. 


E.  298,  17  A.  S.  R.  865). 
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and  the  firm  or  each  member  thereof  is  entitled  to  a  statutory  exemp- 
tion, the  creditor  sells  in  view  of  the  hazard.'^  Under  this  rule  it 
is  not  necessary  that  a  partner  should  be  an  active  member  of  the 
firm,  to  entitle  him  to  his  statutory  exemption,**  and  the  right  is  one 
which  one  partner  may  enforce  in  a  separate  suit  as  an  individual." 
Nor  is  it  material  that  the  claimant  has  individual  property  sufficient 
to  make  up  his  exemptions,*'  or  that  he  has  drawn  more  than  his 
share  out  of  the  firm  assets.  This  question  can  only  be  reached  by 
proceedings  in  equity  upon  an  accounting  and  winding  up  of  the 
partnership.!*  Where,  however,  to  be  entitled  to  the  exeniption  the 
debtor  must  be  wholly  or  principally  engaged  in  the  business  in 
which  he  claims  the  exemption,  a  partner  whose  principal  business 
u  not  that  of  the  partnership  is  not  entitled  to  an  exemption  out 
of  the  firm  property.'*  A  modified  rule  has  been  adopted  by  some 
authorities  to  the  effect  that  where  an  execution  for  a  partnership 
debt  is  levied  on  partnership  property,  either  party  may  sever  his 
share  and  claim  an  exemption  thereon;  but  the  partnership  as  such, 
or  the  parties  jointly,  can  claim  no  exemption.'**  A  demand  by 
each  partner  for  an  exemption  has  been  construed  as  a  consent  to 
a  severance  within  this  rule  so  as  to  entitle  the  partners  to  an  exemp- 
tion.^ 

rV.  Claims  Subject  to  Exemption 

48.  Purchase  Price  of  Articles. — It  is  sometimes  provided  by  stat- 
ute that  property  exempted  generally,  excepting  mechanical  tools 
and  implements  of  husbandry,  shall  not  be  exempt  from  any  execu- 
tion issued  upon  a  judgment  rendered  for  the  purchase  money  for 
the  same  property.* .  Where  claims  for  purchase  money  are  excepted 
from  the  operation  of  exemption  laws,  the  better  rule  seems  to  be 
that  an  assignment  of  a  note  given  for  the  purchase  price  of  such 
property  operates  as  an  assignment  of  the  right  to  collect  it,  and 
the  assignee  has  the  same  right  to  sue  and  levy  on  the  property 
that  the  vendor  had.*  On  like  principles,  where  a  vendee  of  chat- 
tels is  gamisheed  for  the  purchase  price  thereof,  he  cannot  claim 

14.  Skinner  v.  Shannon,  44  Mich.  86,  20.  Rnssell  v.  Lennon,  39  Wis.  670, 

6  N.  W.  ICS,  38  Am.  Rep.  232.  20  Am.  Rep.  60,  overruling  Oilman 

16.  MeCoy  v.  Brennan,  61  Mich.  v.  Williams,  7  Wis.  329,  76  Am.  Dec. 

362,  28  N.  W.  129, 1  A.  S.  R.  689.  219. 

16.  McCoy  v.  Brennan,  61  Mieh.  1.  O'Oorman  T.  ¥wk,  67  Wis.  649, 
362, 28  N.  W.  129, 1  A.  S.  R.  689.  15  N.  W.  771,  46  Am.  Rep.  68. 

17.  Note:  1  A.  S.  R.  693.  2.  Maxon  t.  Perrott,  17  Mich.  332, 

18.  McCoy  V.  Brennan,  61  Midi.  97  Am.  Dee.  191  (holding  dentist's 
362,  28  N.  W.  129, 1  A.  S.  R.  589.  tools  to  be  mechanical  tools). 

See  generaily,  pABTNERsmp.  3.  Lraigervin  v.  Bloom,  60  Minn.  22, 

19.  Coville  V.  Bentley,  76  Mich.  248,  71  N.  W.  697,  65  A.  S.  R.  546. 
42  N.  W.  1116,  15  A.  S.  R.  312. 
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the  chattels  as  exempt  from  levy  under  the  garnishment  judgment, 
the  judgment  being,  in  effect,  one  for  the  purchase  price.*  But 
under  some  statutes  household  furniture  within  the  exemption  laws 
is  not  subject  to  seizure  on  a  judgment  for  the  purchase  prioe.' 

49.  Claim  for  Wages  or  Necessaries. — It  is  sometimes  provided  that 
no  exemption  shall  be  had  against  a  claim  for  services  rendered 
by  a  laborer.  As  in  the  case  of  an  exemption  in  favor  of  laborers, 
it  is  held  that  the  word  "laborer"  when  so  used  carries  with  it  the 
idea  of  actual  physical  and  manual  exertion  or  toil.'  While  a  laborer 
is  one  who  is  hired  to  do  manual  or  menial  labor  for  another,  the 
term  does  not  include  every  person  who  performs  labor  for  com- 
pensation.' One  engaged  in  carrying  mail  for  a  government  con- 
tract is  a  laborer  against  whose  claim  for  services  no  exemption  can 
be  had ;  ^  but  a  contractor,  such  as  one  who  contracts  to  manufacture 
brick  at  a  fixed  rate  per  thousand,  furnishing  and  paying  all  help, 
keeping  the  machinery  in  good  order,  and  feeding  a  team  supplied 
by  the  other  contracting  party,  is  not  a  "laborer"  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  status.*  Some  statutes  provide  that  no  exemption  shall 
be  had  as  against  a  claim  for  necessaries;  and  medical  services  are 
generally  necessaries  within  such  statutes.'^  Generally  speaking, 
whether  a  claim  for  services  is  one  for  necessaries  under  such  a  stat- 
ute depends  on  the  nature  of  the  case.'' 

50.  Liability  for  Tort;  Alimony. — General  exemption  laws,  or 
exemptions  from  seizure  for  debts  contracted,  are  held  not  to  be  appli* 
cable  as  against  a  judgment  for  a  tort.'*  In  general,  the  liability  of 
a  public  official  for  a  defalcation  is  a  tort  within  this  rule."  And 
in  some  jurisdictions  it  is  provided  by  statute  that  no  exemptions 
shall  be  allowed  against  a  liability  for  obtaining  property  by  false 
pretenses.'*  Some  statutes  exempt  the  property  from  levy  and  sale 
upon  executions  from  judgments  on  debts  founded  upon  contract, 
excluding  by  implication  those  founded  upon  torts.'*    If  one  com- 


4.  Liddell  v.  Jones,  76  Ark.  344,  88 
S.  W.  961,  113  A.  S.  R.  99. 

5.  Vanderhorst  v.  Bacon,  38  Mich. 
669,  31  Am.  Rep.  328. 

6.  Farinholt  v.  Lnckhard,  90  Ya. 
936, 21  S.  E.  817,  44  A.  S.  R.  953. 

.  As  to  laborers  generally,  see  supra, 
par.  8. 

7.  Henderson  v.  Nott,  36  Neb.  154, 
54  N.W.  87,  38  A.  S.  R.  720. 

8.  Farinholt  v.  Lnckhard,  90  Va. 
936,  21  S.  E.  817,  44  A.  S.  R.  953. 

9.  Henderson  v.  Nott,  36  Neb.  154, 
54  N.  W.  87,  38  A.  S.  R.  720. 

10.  Note:  91  Am.  Dec.  423. 

11.  Fisher  v.  Shea,  97  Me.  372,  54 
Atl.  846,  61  LJt.A.  567  (holding  that 


certain  services  rendered  by  an  at- 
torney may,  under  the  statute,  be  con- 
sidered as  necessaries). 

12.  Schuessler  v.  Dudley,  80  Ala. 
547,  2  So.  526,  60  Am.  Rep.  124; 
Richardson  v.  McCreary,  158  Ala.  65, 
48  So.  341,  132  A.  S.  R.  17;  White- 
acre  v.  Rector,  29  Grat.  (Va.)  714, 
26  Am.  Rep.  420. 

Note:3L.R.A.  383. 

13.  Schuessler  V.  Dudley,  80  Ala. 
547,  2  So.  526,  60  Am.  Rep.  134. 

See  generally.  Torts. 

14.  Hal}  V.  Harris,  1  S.  D.  279, 
46  N.  W.  931,  36  A.  8.  R,  730. 

16.  Note:  L.R.A.1915A  1216. 
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mits  DO  wrong  he  is  not  within  the  letter  of  the  statute  excluding 
from  the  benefit  of  its  provisions  one  who  commits  a  tort.  Under 
this  principle  it  has  been  held  that  one  who  enters  himsdf  as  replevin 
bail  on  a  judgment  in  bastardy  proceedings  may  claim  exemptions, 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  defendant  in  such  proceedings  could 
claim  none.'*  It  has  been  held  that  an  action  by  the  purchaser 
of  premises  at  a  foreclosure  sale  for  the  removal  of  timber  from 
the  premises  before  tiie  expiration  of  the  redemption  period,  in  the 
nature  of  waste,  is  not  an  action  for  a  tort.*'  If  a  claim  for  statu- 
tory exemption  is  set  up  against  a  judgment  clearly  shown  by  the 
record  to  have  been  rendered  in  an  action  founded  on  contract,  evi- 
dence is  not  admissible  to  show  that  such  Judgment  was  rendered 
in  an  action  founded  on  tort,  for  the  purpose  of  defeating  the  claim 
for  the  exemption.**  There  seems  to  be  a  tendency  on  the  part 
of  the  courts  to  hold  that  claims  for  alimony  are  not  subject  to 
exemption  statutes,  at  least  other  than  homestead  statutes,  unless 
they  are  so  explicit  as  to  prevent  such  construction.'*  And  so  where 
a  decree  of  divorce  and  for  the  payment  of  alimony  is  granted  the 
wife,  the  derelict  husband  cannot  defeat  the  collection  of  alimony 
by  remarrying,  and  claiming  the  benefit  of  the  exemption  law."* 
51.  Debt  Due  State.— While  it  has  sometimes  been  held  that  debts 
due  to  the  state  form  no  exception  to  exemption  statutes,  though  the 
state  is  not  expressly  included,*  an  opposing  rule  is  also  declared  that 
exemption  laws  do  not  apply  to  the  state  unless  by  express  words 
in  the  enactment*  Under  the  rule  last  stated  an  exemption  of  wages 
from  execution  does  not  prevent  their  being  sold  for  the  payment 
of  poll  taxes.*  Even  where  the  rule  exists  that  exemptions  from 
seizure  do  not  apply  to  judgments  in  favor  of  the  state,  it  is  some- 
times held  that,  in  the  case  of  judgments  in  favor  of  the  state  for 
fines  and  costs,  the  reason  of  the  rule  does  not  apply,  and  hence 
an  exeniption  exists.*  However,  there  is  strong  authority  to  the 
effect  that  no  exemption  can  be  claimed  against  a  fine  due  the  state.* 
The  rule  that  exemption  laws  apply  as  against  debts  due  to  the 
state  is  based  on  the  ground  that  the  state,  as  well  as  the  individual, 

16.  Maloney  t.  Newton,  85  Ind.  565,  2.  Com.  t.  Cook,  8  Bush  (Ey.)  220, 
44  Am.  Rep.  46.  8  Am.  Rep.  456;  Whiteacre  v.  Rector, 

17.  Rifhardson  v.  McCreary,  158  29  Grat.  (Va.)  714,  26  Am.  Rep. 
Ala.  65,  48  So.  341,  132  A.  S.  R.  17.  420. 

18.  Pickrell  v.  Jerauld,  1  Ind.  App.  3.  White  v.  Martin  75  Misc.  646,  23 
10,  27  N.  E.  433,  60  A.  S.  R.  102.       So.  289,  65  A.  S.  R.  616. 

19.  Notes:  3  L.RA.  383;  50  L.R.A.  4.  Com.  v.  Lay,  12  Bush  (K/.) 
(N.S.)  697.  283,  23  Am.  Rep.  718;  Com.  v.  Cas- 

20.  Winter  v.  Winter,  95  Neb.  335,  sadv,  159  Ky.  776,  169  S.  W.  497, 
145  N.  W.  709,  50  L.R.A.(N.S.)  697.  L.R.A.1915A  1214. 

1.  State  V.  Williford,  36  Ark.  155,  38      Note:  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  957. 
Am.  Rep.  34;  Maloney  v.  Newton,  85     5.  Whitencre  v.  Rector,  29  Grat. 
Ind.  665,  44  Am.  Rep.  46.  (Va.)  714,  26  Am.  Rep.  420. 
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is  within  the  policy  of  such  laws.  But  there  should  be  a  distinction 
made  between  fines  and  penalties  due  to  the  state  and  other  debts 

so  due.  The  policy  of  the  state  as  expressed  in  her  exemption  laws 
may  not  be  such  as  to  include  the  state  when  the  claim  is  for  fines 
and  penalties;  and  it  is  possible  that  claims  may  become  due  to  the 
state  that  are  not  within  such  policy.* 

52.  Judgment  for  Costs. — Some  courts  lay  down  the  broad  rule 
that  under  a  statute  exempting  specified  classes  of  personal  property 
from  seizure  on  attachment,  or  sale  on  execution,  or  other  process 
from  any  court  issued  for  the  collection  of  any  debt  by  contract, 
no  exemption  exists  against  a  judgment  for  costs.'  And  while  there 
is  some  authority  to  the  contrary,  as  to  an  exemption  from  seizure 
for  a  debt  on  contract,*  according  to  the  weight  of  authority  a  judg- 
ment for  costs  in  favor  of  the  defendant  in  an  action  for  tort  par- 
takes of  the  nature  of  the  action  and  is  not  a  debt  from  which  an 
exemption  can  be  claimed.*  Where,  however,  the  exemption  is  from 
seizure  for  a  debt,  or  is  a  general  exemption  from  seizure,  an  ordi- 
nary judgment  for  costs  is  usually  held  subject  to  the  exemption.** 

53.  Lien;  Claim  for  Repair  or  Improvement. — ^An  exemption  of 
wearing  apparel  does  not  operate  to  exempt  property  from  an  inn- 
keeper's lien.**  Nor  can  a  constitutional  exemption  of  personal  prop- 
erty to  the  head  of  a  family  be  claimed  by  a  tenant  as  against  the 
lien  for  rent  in  favor  of  Uie  landlord  or  any  of  the  agricultural  prod- 
ucts raised  on  the  land  rented.  The  land  in  such  a  case  is  regarded 
as  such  a  factor  in  the  production  of  the  crops  as  to  subordinate  the 
title  of  the  tenant  thereto  to  the  superior  lien  given  by  statute  for 
the  use  of  the  premises."  Again,  a  constitutional  provision  that  all 
property  exempted  by  law  from  seizure  and  sale  shall  be  liable  to 
seizure  and  sale  for  any  debt  incurred  to  any  person  for  work  done 
or  materials  furnished  in  the  construction,  repair,  or  improvement 
of  such  property,  is  self-executing,  and  its  direct  effect  is  to  make 
property  which  is  exempt  from  seizure  and  sale  for  other  debts  liable 
for  the  debts  enumerated,  to  the  same  extent  and  in  the  same  way  as 
if  no  exemption  law  existed.** 

54.  Establishment  of  Nature  of  Claim. — ^Where  property,  though 
exempt  from  the  general  debts  and  obligations  of  the  owner,  is  sub- 

6.  Note:  L.R.A.1915A  1216.  10.  Note:  13  Ann.  Cas.  259. 

7.  Buckley  v.  Williams,  84  Ark.  187,  See  generallv.  Costs,  toL  7,  p.  789 
106  S.  W.  95,  120  A.  S.  R.  24,  13  et  seq. 


9.  Northern  v.  Hanners,  121  Ala.  12.  Hodges  v.  Cooksey,  33  Fla.  716, 

587,  25  So.  817,  77  A.  S.  R.  74.  15  So.  549,  24  L.R.A.  812  and  note. 

Note:  13  Ann,  Cas.  258.  13.  Nickerson  v.  Crawford,  74  Minn. 

As  to  the  right  to  an  exemption  366,  77  N.  W.  292,  73  A.  S.  B.  354. 
against  a  liability  for  tort,  see  snpra, 


Ann.  Caa.  258  and  note. 
8.  Note:  13  Ann.  Cas.  259. 


11.  Swan  T.  Boumers,  47  La.  601, 

29  Am.  Rep.  492. 
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ject  to  the  payment  of  a  particular  debt,  the  creditor  has  an  election 
of  remedies  to  subject  the  same  to  the  payment  of  his  claim:  (1) 
he  may  proceed  in  equity,  setting  up  all  the  facts,  and  have  the 
amount  of  the  debt  decreed  a  specific  lien  upon  the  property;  (2) 
he  may  proceed  by  attachment;  or  (3)  by  an  execution  issued  upon 
a  judgment  in  an  ordinary  action  for  the  recovery  of  the  debt. 
Though  the  judgment  record  does  not  disclose  that  particular  prop- 
erty is  liable  for  its  payment,  that  fact  may  be  established  by  extrinsic 
evidence  on  application  for  a  special  writ  of  execution,  or  other  pro- 
ceeding, when  the  right  to  resort  to  the  property  is  called  in  question.** 

V.  Loss  OF  Right 

55,  In  General. — While  there  ia  some  authority  denying  the  right 
of  a  debtor  to  waive  an  exemption  created  in  favor  of  the  head  of  a 
family,"  the  weight  of  authority  favors  the  rule  that  an  exemption 
is  a  mere  privilege  which  a  debtor  may  waive.'*  One  partner  can- 
not waive  the  other's  right  to  exemption  out  of  the  individual  prop- 
erty of  the  latter."  And  under  a  statute  providing  for  a  waiver  of 
exemptions  by  a  writing  executed  by  the  debtor,  it  has  been  held 
that  a  waiver  in  the  body  of  a  promissory  note  which  states  that  it 
shall  apply  both  to  maker  and  indorsers  is  not  binding  on  an  indorser, 
for  the  stated  reason  that  the  waiver  ia  not  "executed"  by  him.'* 
Where  certain  property  is  adjudged  exempt  from  execution,  and 
released,  and  other  property,  also  exempt,  is  subsequently  seized  in 
another  suit  between  the  same  parties  for  the  payment  of  the  same 
debt,  a  waiver  of  exemption  may  be  set  up  to  subject  the  latter  prop- 
erty to  the  payment  of  the  debt,  although  such  waiver  might  have 
be^  and  was  not  set  up  nor  litigated  in  the  first  suit.'*  A  transfer 
of  exempt  property  in  payment  of  a  debt  is  valid  even  where  a  lien 
cannot  be  created  thereon  by  the  debtor.** 

56.  Acts  Constituting  Waiver  Generally. — Under  the  rule  that 
there  can  be  no  fraud  as  to  creditors  in  conveying  exempt  property, 

14.  Gregory  Co.  v.  Cale,  115  Minn.  738  and  note.  And  see  generally  cases 

608,  133  N.  W.  75,  37  LJl.A.(N.8.)  cited   hi   par.   57-59,   as  to  what 

156  (judgment  for  debt  .antecedent  to  amounts  to  a  waiver. 

enlu^«d  exemption).  17.  Perry  v.  Britt-Garson  Shoe  Co. 

16.  Burke  v.  Finley,  60  Kan.  424,  129  Ga.  660,  69  S.  R.  216, 121  A.  S. 

31  Pao.  1065,  34  A.  S.  R.  132;  Denny  R.  232. 

T.  White,  2  Cold.  (Tenn.)  283,  88  18.  Scarborough  t.  Citv  Nat.  Bonk, 

Am.  Dec.  596.  167  Ala.  577,  48  So.  62,  131  A.  S.  R. 

16.  Brown  t.  Leitch,  60  Ala.  313,  71. 

31  Am.  Rep.  42;  DowUng  &  AHgood  19.  Sloan      Priee,  84  Oa.  171,  10 

T.  Wood,  125  la.  244,  101  N.  W.  113,  S.  E.  601,  20  A.  8.  R.  354. 

106  A.  S.  R.  301;  Stniges  v.  Jackson,  20.  Beach  t.  Fireovid,  84  Kan.  357, 

88  Miss.  508,  40  So.  547,  117  A.  8.  114  Pae.  206,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  670 

B.  764,  6  L.RX(N.S.)  491;  Bowman  and  note. 
▼.  Smiley,  31  Pa.  St.  225,  72  Am.  Dec. 
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it  13  clear  that  the  right  of  a  debtor  is  not  affected  by  a  transfer  of 
his  property,' — though  the  position  has  been  taken  that  such  a  trans- 
fer, especially  if  made  with  fraudulent  intent,  operates  as  a  waiver.* 
An  agreement  by  the  debtor  to  place  exempt  property  seized  on 
attachment  in  the  hands  of  a  third  person  to  be  sold  for  the  benefit 
of  the  creditor  is  no  waiver  of  the  exemption  from  forced  sale,  and 
is  therefore  not  admissible  in  an  action  by  the  debtor  against  the 
creditor  for  seizing  and  selling  the  property  under  execution.'  Nor 
is  an  exemption  of  property  from  attachment  waived  by  a  motion 
to  dissolve  the  attachment,*  or  by  executing  a  delivery  bond  under 
legal  coercion.'  Moreover,  the  right  to  exemption  is  not  waived  by 
the  debtor's  failing  to  claim  it  and  receipting  to  the  officer  for  the 
goods.*  And  a  debtor  absent  in  another  state  when  informed  of  a 
levy  on  his  exempt  property,  where  the  property  is  such  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  officer  not  to  levy  upon  it,  does  not  waive  his  right  of 
exemption  by  writing  a  letter  to  the  officer  levying  the  writ,  request- 
ing a  postponement  of  the  cause  until  a  day  specified,  when  he  could 
come  home  and  fix  up  everything  satisfactorily,  though  he  did  not 
leturu  at  the  day  indicated,  and  the  officer  did  not  sell  the  property 
until  a  subsequent  date.^  The  mere  naked  declaration  of  the  debtor 
to  a  third  person  that  he  cared  nothing  for  the  goods  seized,  even 
when  heard  of  by  the  creditor  who  thereupon  proceeded  to  sell  the 
property,  does  not  waive  his  rights,  espixially  where  suit  for  the 
wrongful  seizure  is  brought  before  the  sale  was  actually  made.^ 
Whore  the  defendant  in  execution  voluntarily  delivers  property  to 
the  levying  officer,  he  cannot  afterwards  object  to  the  sale  without 
i^atisfying  the  execution ;  and  in  such  a  case  a  subsequent  objection 
to  the  sale  will  not  render  the  execution  creditor  liable  as  a  tres- 
passer.* And  if  one  who  sees  his  exempt  property  levied  on,  makes 
no  objection,  but,  being  advised  of  his  right,  permits  it  to  be  taken, 
it  has  been  held  that  he  thereby  waives  his  right,  and  is  estopped 
from  asserting  it  afterward.** 

57.  Estoppel  to  Assert  Exemption  Rights. — Tt  is  a  general  rule  that 
a  judgment  debtor  who  fraudulently  transfers  property  is  not  thereby 
estopped  from  subsequently  claiming  it  as  exempt  from  seizure  under 


1.  Pickrell  v.  Jerauld,  1  Ind.  App. 
10,  27  N.  E.  433,  50  A.  S.  R.  192. 

See  infra,  par.  57,  as  to  estoppel  on 
forfeiture  in  such  a  case. 

2.  Wyman  v.  Gay,  90  Me.  36,  37 
Atl.  325,  60  A.  S.  R.  238. 

3.  Haswell  v.  Parsons,  15  Cal.  266, 
76  Am.  Dee.  480. 

4.  Stete  V.  Gardner,  32  Wash.  550, 
73  Pac.  690,  98  A.  S.  R.  858. 

6.  Perry  v.  Hensley,  14  B.  Mon. 


(Ky.)  474,  61  Am.  Dec.  164. 

6.  Vanderhorst  v.  Bacon,  38  Uich. 
669,  31  Am.  Rep.  328. 

7.  Harrington  v.  Smith,  14  Colo. 
376,  23  Pac.  331,  20  A.  S.  R.  272. 

8.  Rice  V.  Chase,  N.  H.  178,  32 
Am.  Dec.  346. 

9.  Wallace  v.  Collins,  5  Ark.  41, 
39  Am.  Dec.  359. 

10.  Anf^ell  V.  Johnson,  51  la.  625,  2 
N.  W.  435,  33  Am.  Rep.  152. 
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execution,  where  the  transferee  asserts  no  claim  to  it  — the  reason 
for  this  rule  being  that  there  can  be  no  fraudulent  conveyance  of 
exempt  property.^*  While  there  is  some  authority  to  the  effect  that 
a  judgment  debtor  forfeits  the  right  to  exemptioif  by  falsely  deny- 
ing the  ownership  of  his  property,^*  the  prevailing  view,  however,  is 
to  the  contrary,^*  especially  if  no  injury  results  from  the  failure 
to  state  the  particulars  as  to  the  title."  The  prevailing  rule  has  been 
cairied  to  the  extent  of  holding  that  if,  after  levy  of  an  execution 
upon  property  as  that  of  the  execution  defendant,  a  third  party  insti- 
tutes a  statutory  trial  of  the  right  thereto,  and  such  defendant  testi- 
fies therein  that  the  property  under  levy  is  not  his,  but  belongs  to 
such  claimant,  he  is  not  thereby  estopped,  upon  judgment  subject- 
ing the  property  to  the  satisfaction  of  such  execution,  from  claiming 
the  property  as  exempt  at  any  time  prior  to  the  execution  sale.^' 
Nor  is  such  the  effect  of  the  delivery  of  property  to  the  officer,  or 
the  execution  of  a  delivery  bond  therefor,"  though  a  debtor  who 
induces  his  creditors  to  sue  on  their  claim  and  to  garnishee  his 
personal  earnings  is  estopped  from  thereafter  setting  up  the  exemp- 
tion of  such  earnings.'^  Again,  it  has  been  decided  that  it  is  no 
defense  to  an  action  for  selling  exempt  property  that  the  execution 
debtor,  at  the  time  of  the  levy  and  sale,  had  other  property  not  specifi- 
cally exempt,  more  than  sufficient  in  value  to  pay  the  debt,  which 
he  concealed  from  the  officer  so  as  to  keep  it  out  of  the  reach  of 
execution;  and,  a  fortiori,  it  is  no  defense  that  he  had  other  prop- 
erty, where  tliere  is  no  concealment.*"  A  judgment  debtor,  by  accept- 
ing the  surplus  proceeds  realized  from  tlie  sale  of  his  exempt  prop- 
erty under  execution,  when  tendered  by  the  officer,  is  not  estopped 
from  maintaining  an  action  for  damages  for  the  unlawful  seizure 
and  sale.  The  payment  of  the  surplus  simply  liquidates  the  dam- 
ages to  that  extent.'  It  is  apparent  that  where  a  debtor  selects  certain 


11.  Sannoner  v.  King,  49  Ark.  299,  17.  Eltzroth  v.  Webster,  15  Ind,  21, 
5  S.  W.  327,  4  A.  S.  R.  49;  Doherty  77  Am.  Dec.  78. 

V.  Kamsey,  1  Ind.  App.  530,  27  N.  ,„t^v^o^'^"S  *  Allgood  v.  Wood, 

B.  879,  50  A.  S.  R.  223  125  la.  244,  101  N.  W.  113,  106 

12.  See  supra,  par.  56.  ^-  ^'                _  „ 

13.  Stroose  v.  Becker,  38  Pa.  St.  ..^^^^.f '%7^  ^^^P^^'  21  Mo.  510, 

190,  80  Am.  Dec.  474  and  note.  ^^^^'.^Ti   %               q  -^i.  « 

ii  J   o  j^gg  contra,  EmerBon  v.  Smith,  51 

r'  1M            '  St-  90,  88  Am.  Dec.  566  and  note. 

78  Pae.  TO,  !*»  f.     K.  19».  whether  such  concealment  may 

«  N.  Tm. «  SI:  m  °-  "  '  ■"'^ 

16.  Boylston  v.  Rankin,  114  Ala.  20.  Thilbault  v.  Unnon,  39  Ore.  280. 

408,  21  So.  995,  62  A.  8.  B,  111;  State  64  Pac.  449,  87  A.  S.  R.  657. 

T.  Carson,  27  Neb.  501,  43  N.  W.  361,  1.  Snow  v.  West,  35  Utah  206,  99 

20  A.  S.  R.  681,  9  L.R.A.  523.  Pac.  674,  136  A.  S.  R.  1047. 
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property  as  exempt,  and  to  the  extent  entitled,  he  may  be  estopped 
from  claiming  other  property  as  exempt  * 

58.  Removal  from  State. — To  protect  an  exemption  the  law  will 
conclusively  presdme  that  a  debtor  resides  with  hia  family  where 
there  has  been  no  separation  between  husband  and  wife,  and  where 
they  occupy  the  same  home.*  It  is  the  general  rule  that  in  the  absence 
of  express  statutory  provisions  to  the  contrary,  the  right  of  a  judg- 
ment debtor  to  invoke  the  benefit  of  the  exemption  laws  is  not  at 
all  affected  either  by  his  announced  intention  to  remove  from  the 
state  or  by  preparations  looking  to  the  speedy  accomplishment  of 
that  purpose.  The  loss  of  the  rights  of  a  resident  in  this  respect 
results  only  from  a  removal  in  fact,  with  an  intent  to  effect  a  perma- 
nent removal.*  There  is  some  authority,  however,  to  the  effect  that 
while  a  mere  purpose  to  change  one's  residence,  though  evidenced  by 
acts  preparatory  thereto,  such  as  the  removal  of  one's  property,  will 
not  make  a  debtor  a  nonresident  so  as  to  take  from  him  the  benefit 
of  the  exemption  laws,  such  a  person  become  a  nonresident  as  soon 
as  he  begins  to  remove  his  person  from  the  place  of  residence,  although 
he  has  not  yet  crossed  the  state  line  or  taken  up  his  residence  in 
another  state.*  In  some  jurisdictions  the  statutes  take  away  the 
exemption  of  a  debtor  who  starts  to  leave  the  state  or  is  about  to 
take  up  his  abode  in  another  state.  What  acts  deprive  a  debtor  of 
his  exemption  rights  under  such  a  statute  depends  largely  on  the 
facts  of  a  particular  case.  Where  the  goods  of  the  debtor  have 
actually  been  packed  and  partially  loaded  for  transportation  the 
debtor  may,  of  course,  be  said  to  have  started  to  leave  the  state,  where 
such  is  his  intention.*  Under  other  statutes  a  person  in  transit  is 
entitled  to  an  exemption  the  same  as  one  permanently  settled.'  Where 
the  benefits  of  the  statute  are  confined  to  residents,  an  absconding 
debtor  who  has  left  a  state  without  any  intention  of  returning,  and 
who  becomes  a  resident  of  another  state,  cannot  avail  himself  of 
the  benefits  of  the  exemption  laws  in  respect  to  personal  property 
left  behind  him  and  subsequently  seized  upon  execution.^ 

59.  Abandonment  of  Occupation. — The  right  of  a  person  engaged 
in  a  particular  trade,  business  or  profession  to  claim  as  exempt  from 

2.  Rivet  V.  Qeoi^e  M.  Murrell  Plant-  5.  State  v.  Allen,  48  W.  Va.  154, 
ing  etc.,  Co.,  121  La.  201,  46  So.  210,  35  S.  E.  990,  86  A.  S.  R.  29,  50 
126  A.  S.  R.  320.  L.R.A.  284;  Brown  v.  Beekwith,  58 

3.  Freehling  v.  Bresnahan,  61  Mich.  W.  Va.  140,  51  S.  E.  977,  112  A.  S. 
540,  28  N.  W.  531,  1  A.  S.  B.  617.  R.  955,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  778  and  note. 

See  generally,  Homestead.  6.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  730,  73L 

4.  McAllister  v.  Robins,  100  Ark.  See  generally,  DOHicn«,  vol.  9,  p. 
540,  140  S.  W.  732,  Ann.  Cas.  19130  542,  as  to  the  intention  being  the 
'^8  and  note;  Qrimestad  v.  Lofgren,  governing  factor  where  ehange  of 
105  Minn.  286,  117  N.  W.  515,  127  domicil  is  made. 

A.  S.  R.  566,  17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  990.     7.  Note:  3  L.R.A.  383. 
Note:  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  778.  8.  Qrimestad  v.  Lofgren,  105  Uinn. 
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execution  his  tools,  implements  or  other  property  necessary  to  enable 
him  to  pursue  his  calling,  is  dependent  upon  his  maldng  use  of 
them  in  the  pursuit  of  hia  occupation.  The  object  of  the  exemption 
is  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  his  trade  or  business,  and  not  to  favor 
him  merely  because  he  possesses  a  particular  kind  of  skill  or  learn- 
ing. Therefore,  if  he  voluntarily  abandons  his  occupation,  and  does 
not  contemplate  prosecuting  it,  his  tools,  appliances  and  the  like  lose 
their  exempt  character  and  are  subject  to  attachment  and  execution.* 
Accordingly,  it  has  been  held  that  where  one  leases  his  tools  for 
two  years,  with  the  privilege  on  the  part  of  the  Irasees  to  purchase 
them  within  one  year,  and  engages  in  another  occupation,  he  loses 
his  right  to  claim  an  exemption  of  the  tools  from  execution.  Of 
course,  a  temporary  abandonment  of  one'a  occupation  will  not  result 
in  a  loss  of  the  right  of  exemption,  when  coupled  with  an  intention 
to  resume  it  as  soon  as  circumstance  will  permit.^** 

60.  Contract  Waiving  Exemption. — ^The  better  reasoning  and 
weight  of  authority  support  the  proposition  that  a  contract  made  at 
the  time  of  incurring  an  indebtedness  waiving  the  debtor's  riglit  to 
exemptions  is  contrary  to  public  policy  and  invalid.*'  The  statutes 
which  allow  a  debtor,  being  a  householder  and  having  a  family  for 
which  he  provides,  to  retain,  as  against  the  legal  remedies  of  his 
creditors,  certain  articles  of  prime  necessity,  to  a  limited  amount,  are 
based  upon  views  of  policy  and  humanity  which  would  be  frustrated 
if  an  agreement  waiving  his  right  could  be  sustained.  If  effect  should 
be  given  to  such  agreements,  it  is  likely  that  they  would  be  generally 
inserted  in  obligations  for  small  demands,  and  in  that  way  the  policy 
of  the  law  would  be  completely  overthrown.  Because  of  a  disposition 
on  the  part  of  some  to  take  undue  advantage  of  another's  extremity 
and  because  also  of  the  readiness  of  men,  under  pressure,  to  make  con- 
tracts which  may  deprive  them  and  their  families  of  articles  indis- 
pensable to  their  comfort,  the  legislature  has  most  wisely  interposed.'' 
Some  courts,  however,  have  taken  a  contrary  view  and  sustained  such 

286,  117  N.  W.  515,  127  A.  S.  R.  376,  89  Am.  Dec.  543  and  note.  See 
566,  17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  990.  also  Burke  v.  Finley,  50  Kan.  424. 

9.  Note:  21  Am.  Dec.  549.  31  Pae.  1065,  34  A.  S.  R.  132  and 

10.  Cable  v.  Hoolihan,  98  Minn.  143,  note;  Moxley  v.  Ragan,  10  Bush  (Ky.) 
107  N.  W.  967,  116  A.  S.  R.  348  and  156, 19  Am.  Rep.  61;  Kneettle  v.  New- 
note,  comb,  22  N.  Y.  249,  78  Am.  Dec.  186 

Note:  21  Am.  Dec.  549.  and  note;  Mills  v.  Bennett,  94  Tenn. 

11.  Carter  v.  Carter,  20  Fla.  558,  51  651,  30  S.  W.  748,  45  A.  S.  R.  763; 
Am.  Rep.  618;  Green  v.  Watson,  75  Moran  v.  Clark,  30  W.  Va.  358,  4 
Ga.  471^  58  Am.  Rep.  479;  Recht  v.  8.  E.  303,  8  A.  S.  R.  66. 

Kelly,  82  111.  147,  25  Am.  Rep.  301;  Notes:  13  L.R.A.  719;  72  Am.  Dec. 
Maloney  v.  Newton,  85  Ind.  565,  44  742  et  seq. 

Am.  Rep.  46;  Doberty  t.  Ramsey,  1     12.  Kneettle  v.  Newoomb,  22  N.  T. 
Ind.  App.  530,  27  N.  E.  879,  50  A.  249,  78  Am.  Dec.  186. 
S.  R.  223:  Curtis  v.  O'Brien,  20  la. 

543 


Digitized  by 


t4  ta,  62  EXElfPTIONS  U  R.  G.  L. 

agreements;  but  there  is  later  authority  regretting  the  adoption  of 
that  view.^*  Where  the  right  of  a  debtor  30  to  contract  exists,  n 
waiver  of  exemption  rights  in  a  note  signed  by  a  partner  in  the  firm 
name  is  effectual  as  against  his  individual  property.'*  The  view  that 
a  contract  waiving  exemptions  is  valid  has  been  considered  not  to  ap- 
ply to  a  waiver  of  an  exemption  which  amounts  to  giving  an  inferior 
court  jurisdiction  to  reach  property  by  garnishment,  which  it  could 
not  do  otherwise.'*  Under  either  view  it  would  seem  that  where  the 
statute  exempts  property  in  the  absence  of  an  agreement  or  assign- 
ment to  the  contrary,  no  exemption  can  be  claimed  as  to  a  debt  con- 
tracted to  be  paid  out  of  the  property." 

61.  Creation  of  Lien  on  Exempt  Property. — In  the  absence  of  a 
prohibitory  statute  a  mortgage  or  pledge  of  exempt  property  is  valid, 
and  the  execution  of  such  an  instrument  constitutes  a  waiver  of  the 
exemption  as  to  the  debt  secured."  It  has  sometimes  been  provided, 
however,  that  a  mortgage  on  exempt  property  shall  be  invalid  unless 
jointly  executed  by  husband  and  wife;  '*  but  such  a  provision  has  no 
application  to  a  mortgage  given  for  a  part  of  the  purchase  price  of  the 
mortgaged  property  at  the  time  of  its  sale  by  the  mortgagee  to  the 
mortgagor,-**  nor  does  it  apply  to  a  mortgage  given  to  a  tliird  person 
■vho  furnished  the  money  to  purchase  the  property,  where  it  was  so 
furnished  and  applied  as  a  part  of  the  same  transaction.*  Again, 
where  a  husband,  owning  several  animals  and  having  a  right  to  two 
of  them  as  exempt  from  execution,  executes  a  mortgage  on  two  with- 
out the  consent  or  signature  of  his  wife,  the  animals  so  mortgaged 
must  be  deemed  a  selection  of  those  not  exempt,  and  the  mortgage  is 
valid  under  such  a  statute.* 

62.  Waiver  and  Revocation  of  Waiver. — ^The  debtor  may  waive  the 
right  of  selection,  as  he  may  waive  the  right  to  all  exemptions,  where 

13.  BrowD  V.  Leitch,  60  Ala.  313,  31  70  N.  W.  714,  63  A.  S.  R.  411. 

Am.  Rep.  42  and  note;  Seav  v.  Palm-  18.  Fejavarv  v.  Broescb,  52  la.  88, 

er,  93  Ala.  381,  0  So.  601,  30  A.  S.  R.  2  N.  E.  063,  35  Am.  Rep.  261. 

57;  Bowman  v.  Smiley,  31  Pa.  St.  Note :  72  Am.  Dec.  744. 

225,  72  Am.  Dec.  738  and  note.  As  to  waiver  by  the  ezeention  of  a 

The  early  Alabama  oases  may  be  chattel  mortgage,  see  in&a,  par.  62. 

accounted  for  by  virtue  of  statutes  not  19.  Reeves  v,  Bascue,  76  Kan.  333, 

cited.    At  any  rate  this  is  now  the  91  Pae.  77,  123  A.  S.  R.  137. 

rule  in  that  state  by  virtue  of  statute.  See  generally,  Mortoagbs,  for  re- 

Searbrough  v.  City  Nat.  Bank,  157  quirements  as  to  their  execution. 

Ala.  577,  48  So.  62,  131  A.  S.  R.  71.  20.  Boggs  v.  0.  S.  Kelly  Mfg.  Co., 

14.  Firmstone  v.  Mack,  49  Pa.  St.  76  Kan.  9,  90  Pac.  765,  15  L.R.A. 
387,  88  Am.  Dec.  507.  (N.S.)  461. 

15.  Perry  v.  Britt-Oarson  Shoe  Co.,  1.  Beach  v.  Fireovid,  84  Kan.  357, 
129  Ga.  560,  59  S.  E.  216,  121  A.  S.  114  Pae.  206,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  670. 
R.  232.  2.  Harley  v.  Procunier,  115  Mich.  53, 

16.  Firmstone  v.  Mack,  49  Pa.  St.  72  N.  W.  1099,  69  A.  S.  R.  546,  40 
387,  88  Am.  Dec.  507.  L.RJL.  160. 

17.  Mnidy  v.  Skyles,  101  Ta.  649. 

644 


Digitized  by  Google 


UB.C.  Ii. 


EXEMPTIONS 


•  63 


he  is  entitled  to  select  bis  exemptions  in  lieu  of  certain  other  property.' 
While  the  general  rule  is  that  a  waiver  of  exemption  righto  operates 
merely  in  favor  of  the  one  to  whom  the  waiver  is  made,  so  that  a  mort- 
gage of  property  exempt  from  execution  does  not  render  such  prop- 
erty or  the  equity  of  redemption  therein  subject  to  execution  by  the 
mortgagor's  creditors/  there  is  authority  for  thjB  position  that  a  waiver 
as  to  any  lien  will  inure  to  the  benefit  of  all  prior  liens,'  and  it  will 
inure  to  the  benefit  of  the  subsequent  lien  so  far'  as  to  compel  the 
waiving  creditor  to  resort  first  to  the  exempted  fund.  Under  this  rule, 
however,  a  waiver  will  not  inure  to  the  benefit  of  subsequent  liens, 
beyond  its  own  amount.*  Where  appraisement  laws  are  in  force,  a 
waiver  of  exemption  is  a  waiver  of  appraisement.'  It  is  a  rule  that  a 
contract  to  waive  all  rights  of  exemption  from  execution  applies  only 
to  the  exemption  laws  of  the  state  wherein  the  contract  was  made,  and 
does  not  deprive  the  debtor  of  the  benefit  of  the  exemption  laws  of 
another  state  in  which  he  is  sued.'  A  waiver  of  claim  of  exemption 
arising  from  the  failure  of  the  owner  of  attached  property  to  claim 
it  as  exempt  is  revoked  by  a  subsequent  demand  therefor  before  the 
rights  of  third  persons  have  intervened.* 


63.  Proceedinga  in  Which  Asserted. — As  the  primary  object  of  an 
exemption  is  not  merely  to  protect  the  property  of  the  debtor  from 
seizure  by  means  of  the  processes  technically  known  as  "attachment" 
and  "execution,"  but  to  preserve  it  for  the  b^efit  of  his  family  against 
any  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  his  debts  not  authorized  by  law 
to  which  he  does  not  consent,**  an  exemption  from  sale  on  execution, 
or  other  final  process  of  any  court,  issued  for  the  collection  of  a 
debt,  gives  a  right  to  exemption  from  garnishment,'*  as  well  as  from 
seizure  on  a  creditor's  bill,'*  or  in  proceedings  supplementary  to  execu- 

3.  Note:  L.R.A.1915D  386.  7.  Bowman  v.  Smiley,  31  Pa.  St. 

4.  Patten  v.  Smith,  4  Conn.  450,  225,  72  Am.  Deo.  738. 

10  Am.  Dec  166;  Collett  v.  Jones,  2      8.  Seay  v.  Palmer,  93  Ala.  381,  9  So. 
B.  Mon.  (Ky.)  19,  36  Am.  Dec.  586  ;  601,  30  A.  S.  R.  57. 
Miller  v.  McCarty,  47  Minn.  321,  50      9.  Johnson  v.  Lang,  71  N.  H.  251, 


6.  Garrett's  Appeal,  32  Pa.  St.  160,     10.  Millington  v.  Laurer,  89  la.  922, 
72  Am.  Dec  779  (waiver  as  to  junior  56  N.  W.  533,  48  A.  S.  R.  385. 
ezecntion  held  to  accrue  to  beneflt      See  also  snpra,  par.  3. 
of  senior  execution  as  to  which  exemp-     11.  Williamson  t.  Harris,  57  Ala. 
tion  had  been  claimed);  Miller  V.  Oetz,  40,  29  Am.  Rep.  707;  Black  Hills 
135  Pa.  St.  558,  19  Atl.  965,  20  A.  S.  Telegraph,  etc.,  Co.,  v.  MitcheU,  11  8. 
R.  887  and  note.    And  see  Marks'  D.  615,  79  N.  W.  999,  74  A.  S.  B. 
Appeal,  34  Pa.  St.  36,  75  Am.  Dee.  830. 
631,  Note:  91  Am.  Dec  424. 

6.  Note:  30  LJt.A.(N.S.)  984,  985.      12.  Note:  Ann.  Gas.  1914B  965. 
B.  0.  L.  Vol.  XI.— 35.  545 


VI.  Enfobcement  of  Right 


51  Atl.  908,  93  A.  S.  R.  509. 
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tion."  Agaiiif  an  attachment  execution  is  execution  process,  and 
exemption  may  be  claimed  against  a  creditor  proceeding  by  euch  proc- 
ess as  effectually  as  against  a  creditor  who  comes  with  an  execution  in 
the  ordinary  form.**  Nor  will  an  exemption  from  seizure  by  attach- 
ment, execution  "or"  any  final  process  be  construed  to  mean  "on"  any 
final  process,  so  as  to  allow  seizure  on  mesne  process.^'  Similarly  an 
exemption  from  seizure  on  any  process  of  law  grants  protection  against 
a  statutory-  remedy  for  the  collection  of  rent,"  and  where  an  exemption 
is  allowed  in  supplemental  proceedings,,  it  must  be  deemed  to  extend  to 
garnishment  and  all  other  proceedings  having  for  their  object  the 
taking  of  the  property  of  the  debtor  and  applying  it  to  the  satisfaction 
of  his  creditor.*'  A  statute  exempting  wages  from  the  process  of  gar- 
nishment has  been  construed  to  exempt  wages  in  the  hands  of  a  sheri£f 
under  a  judgment  therefor  from  seizure  under  fieri  facias  by  a  rule  on 
Uie  sheriff.^'  On  similar  principles  a  statute  providing  that  after  the 
issuing  of  execution  against  property,  any  person  indebted  to  the  judg- 
ment debtor  may  pay  to  the  sheriff  the  amount  of  the  debt,  or  so  much 
thereof  as  shall  be  necessary  to  satisfy  the  execution,  and  the  sheriff's 
receipt  shall  be  a  sufficient  discharge  for  the  amount  so  paid,  does  not 
include,  and  should  not  be  applied  to,  a  judgment  for  the  value  of 
exempt  property.'*  Where  a  set-off  is  interposed  in  an  action  the 
plaintiff  may  claim  his  right  of  exemption  in  the  subject  of  the  action, 
under  a  statute  allowing  exemption  from  seizure  on  execution  or  other 
final  process.'®  Under  a  statute  providing  that  certain  property  shall 
not  be  liable  to  attachment  by  trustee,  garnishee,  or  other  process,  and 
shall  not  be  seized,  taken,  appropriated  or  applied  by  any  legal  or 
equitable  process,  or  by  operation  of  law,  the  court,  in  an  action  for 
divorce,  cannot  enjoin  the  payment  of  the  proceeds  of  the  property  to 
the  defendant,  the  owner  thereof.* 

64.  Notice  of  Claim  Generally.— There  need  be  no  notice  given  of 
a  claim  of  exemptions  in  the  absence  of  an  express  requirement  in 
the  statute,  or  a  necessary  intendment  thereof.*  In  the  case  of  articles 

18.  Wallace  v.  Lawyer,  54  Ind.  501,  18.  Fo:^  v.  Bearden,  84  Ga.  304,  10 

23  Am.  Rep.  661.  S.  E.  627,  20  A.  S.  R.  359. 

14.  Strouse  v.  Becker,  38  Pa.  St.  19.  Below  v.  Robbiiis,  76  Wis.  600, 

190,  80  Am.  Dec.  474  and  note;  Kil-  45  N.  W.  416,  20  A.  S.  R.  89,  8  L.R.A. 

bum  V.  Demming,  2  Vt'.  404,  21  Am.  467. 

Dec.  543;  Brown  v.  Beckwith,  68  W.  20.  Note:  50  A.  S.  R.  199.  And 

Va.  140,  51  S.  E.  977,  112  A.  S.  R.  see  Deering  &  Co.  v.  Ruffner,  32  Neb. 

965,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  778.  845,  49  N.  W.  771,  29  A.  S.  R.  473. 

Note:  91  Am.  Dec.  424.  1.  Hunt  v.  Branch  Cirenit  Judge, 

16.  Lynd  v.  Picket,  7  Minn.  184,  82  141  Mich.  423,  104  N.  W.  724,  US 

Am.  Dec  79.  A.  S.  R.  642. 

16.  Hodges  V.  Cooksey,  33  Fla.  715,  2.  Winstead  v.  Hicks,  135  Ky.  154, 
15  So.  549,  24  L.R.A.  812.  121  S.  W.  1018,  135  A.  S.  R.  446; 

17.  Goodwin  v.  Claytor,  137  N.  C.  Johnson  v.  Lang,  71  N.  H.  251,  51 
224,  49  S.  E.  173,  107  A.  8.  B.  470,  AU.  908,  93  A.  S.  B.  509. 

67  LMJl.  209. 
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plainly  distinguishable  as  exempt  the  officer  must  he  deemed  to  levy 
with  notice  of  their  character,  though  it  is  otherwise  where  they 
are  intermingled  with  other  property.'  Where  a  notice  is  required  it 
may  be  given  orally,  in  the  absence  of  a  statute  requiring  written 
notice.*  Where  notice  is  necessary  the  debtor  must  claim  an  exemp- 
tion against  every  execution  creditor,  and  if  he  does  not,  there  is 
nothing  to  prevent  one  execution  creditor  from  levying  on  goods  that 
have  been  set  apart  under  the  process  of  another  creditor,*  unless  the 
officer  had  several  executions  in  his  hands  and  levied  on  the  same 
property  under  all,  in  which  case  a  single  demand  would  be  suffi- 
cient.* All  questions  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  claim  of  exemption 
are,  however,  waived  by  the  appearance  of  the  plaintiff  in  garnishment 
and  contest  of  the  claim.'  An  order  made  by  a  court  against  a  gar- 
nishee after  judgment  cannot  be  collaterally  attacked;  but  if  proper 
proceedings  are  had  before  the  payment  of  the  money  to  the  creditor 
to  show  that  it  was  absolutely  exempt,  the  court  should  withhold  the 
money,  and  refuse  to  apply  it  in  satisfaction  of  the  debt.® 

65.  Person  Making  Claim. — The  duty  of  making  a  claim  of  exemp- 
tion rests  primarily  on  the  debtor;  •  and  where  he  is  not  absent  from 
home,  and  is  sui  juris,  the  right  to  select  and  claim  an  exemption  from 
execution  is  not  subject  to  the  control  of  the  wife.  She  is  held  to  have 
a  remedy  only  when  the  husband  fails  to  claim  the  exemption.***  A 
claim  of  exemption  may,  however,  be  made  by  the  wife  of  the  debtor 
in  case  he  is  incompetent,**  or  is  absent  from  home;  and  in  the  latter 
instance  minor  children  of  the  debtor,  by  their  next  friend,  may  make 
the  claim  for  him  if  they  are  the  persons  in  charge  of  the  property. 
The  fact  that  they  claim  a  personal  exemption  will  be  overlooked,  in 
such  a  case,  and  an  exemption  will  be  allowed  in  the  right  of  the 
debtor.*^  The  claim  cannot,  however,  be  made  by  the  debtor's  mort- 


3.  Woods  Eeyea,  14  Allen  (Mass.) 
236,  92  Am.  Dec  765  and  note;  Van- 
derhorst  t.  Bacoui  38  Mich.  669,  31 
Am.  Bep.  328. 

4.  Bowman  v.  Smiley,  31  Pa.  St 
225,  72  Am.  Dee.  738. 

5.  Garrett's  Appeal,  32  Pa.  St. 
IGO,  72  Am.  Dee.  779;  Strovse  v. 
Becker,  38  Pa.  St.  190,  80  Am.  Dee. 
474. 

6.  Garrett's  Appeal,  32  Pa.  St  160, 
72  Am.  Dec.  779. 

7.  Blaaa  v.  Erber,  65  Ark.  112,  44 
S.  W.  1128,  67  A.  S.  R.  907. 

8.  Union  Pacific  Ry.  Co.  v.  Smeish, 
22  Neb.  751,  36  N.  W.  139,  3  A.  8.  B. 
290. 


9.  Noland  v.  Wickham,  9  Ala.  169, 
44  Am.  Dec.  435;  Willianison  v.  Har- 
ris, 57  Ala.  40,  29  Am.  Rep.  707; 
Harlw  V.  Proeunier,  115  Mich.  53,  73 
K.  W.  1099,  69  A.  S.  R.  546,  40 
L.R.A.  150;  Parsons  v.  Evans,  (Okla.) 
145  Pae.  1222,  L.RA..1915D  381. 

10.  Harley  t.  Proeunier,  115  Mich. 
53,  72  N.  W.  1099,  69  A.  S.  R.  546, 
40  L.RA.  160. 

11.  Eeker  v.  Lindskog,  12  S.  D.  428, 
81  N.  W.  906,  48  L.RA..  155. 

12.  White  T.  Swonn,  68  Ark.  102, 
66  S.  W.  635,  82  A.  S.  R.  282. 
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gagee,"  or  assignee, — the  reason  for  this  being  that  the  right  of 
exemption  is  personal,  and  is  not  vendible  or  assignable.^* 

66.  Special  Statutory  Beqnirements. — Some  statutes  require  the 
filing  of  a  schedule  of  exemptions,  and  under  such  statutes  property 
acquired  after  filing  a  schedule  of  exemptions  can  be  claimed  as  ex- 
empt only  by  filing  a  new  schedule.^'  Where  the  debtor  is  required 
to  file  a  schedule  setting  out  his  property  and  specifying  that  which 
he  claims  to  be  exempt,  an  execution  debtor's  claim  that  specific  arti- 
cles are  exempt  may  be  denied,  if  his  schedule  fails  to  make  a  full  dis- 
closure of  all  his  property.^*  A  misnomer  in  the  name  of  a  creditor 
in  a  list  of  creditors  filed  in  a  proceeding  to  establish  exemption  rights, 
which  is  slight  and  not  calculated  to  mislead  anyone,  does  not  vitiate 
the  proceedings.*'  A  debtor  claiming  property  levied  on  under  execu- 
tion to  be  exempt  need  not  state  the  extent  of  his  interest  in  the  prop- 
erty, from  whom  acquired,  the  consideration  paid,  and  the  nature  of 
the  interest  claimed  by  the  execution  creditor,  as  is  required  in  the 
case  of  a  claim  to  the  property  by  a  third  person.*' 

67^  Time  and  Manner  of  Making  Claim. — The  time  of  giving  notice 
of  a  claim  of  exemptions,  as  well  as  the  method  to  be  pursued,  is  de- 
pendent on  statute  almost  entirely  and  the  mode  pointed  out  by  stat- 
ute is  exclusive.**  Under  some  statutes  the  claim  may  be  made  at 
any  time  after  the  levy  and  before  the  sale.***  or,  according  to  some 
statutes,  after  the  appraisers  have  been  summoned,*  or,  under  still 
others,  by  filing  a  schedule  and  claim  of  exemption  and  giving  notice 
thereof  not  less  than  a  specified  number  of  days  before  the  sale.*  Un- 
der a  statute  requiring  tliat  claim  be  made  before  levy  and  sale,  the 
fact  that  the  sale  is  delayed  by  the  trial  of  the  claim  of  a  third  person 
to  the  property  does  not  defeat  the  right  to  claim  an  exemption  at  any 
time  before  the  sale,  however  long  delayed.*  "Where,  however,  due  to 
circumstances  beyond  his  control,  a  debtor  is  prevented  from  giving  the 

13.  Sherrible  v.  Chaffee,  17  R.  I.      20.  Robinson  v.  Hughes,  117  Ind. 
195,  21  Atl.  103,  33  A.  S.  R.  863  293,  20  N.  E.  220,  10  A.  S.  R.  43, 

,  (mortgage  unenforceable  for  failure  3  L.R.A.  383  and  note;  Woods  v. 

to  take  possession).  Bowles,  02  Miss.  843,  46  So.  414,  131 

14.  Eberhart's  Appeal,  39  Pa.  St.  A.  S.  R.  559;  State  v.  Carson,  27 
509,  80  Am.  Dee.  536.  Neb.  501,  43  N.  W.  361,  20  A.  S.  R. 

15.  Ba-ley  v.  Laster,  82  Ark.  236,  681,  9  L.R.A.  523;  State  v.  Gardner, 
101  S.  W.  755,  118  A.  S.  R.  64,  12  32  Wash.  650,  73  Pac.  690,  98  A.  S., 

■  Ann.  Cas.  332, 10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  983.  R.  858. 

16.  Farris  v.  Gross,  75  Ark.  391,      Notes:  77  Am.  Dee.  79;  L.R.A. 
87  S.  W.  633,  5  Ann.  Cas.  616.  1915D  395,  397. 

17.  Gamble  v.  Central  Railroad,  etc.,     1.  Bowman  v.  Smiley,  31  Pa.  St. 
Co.,  80  Ga.  595,  7  S.  E.  315, 12  A.  S.  225,  72  Am.  Dec.  738. 

R.  276.  2.  Driggs'  Bank  v.  Norwood,  49  Ark. 

18.  Sterman  v.  Hnnn,  160  Ta.  356,  136,  4  S.  W.  448,  4  A.  S.  R.  30. 
141  N.  W.  934.  46  L.R.A.(N.S.)  287.     3.  Boylston  v.  Rankin,  114  Ala.  408, 

19.  Driggs'  Bank  v.  Norwood.  49  21  So.  995,  62  A.  S.  R.  UL 
Ark.  136, 4  S.  W.  448, 4  A.  S.  R.  30. 
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required  notice,  he  may  have  relief  by  applying  to  the  court  to  stay 
the  proceedings.^  And  it  has  beeo  held  that  the  sickness  of  the  debtor 
excuses  the  giving  of  a  formal  notice  at  the  proper  time  where  the 
judgment  creditor  is  fully  aware  of  his  claim.*  Funds  in  the  hands 
of  a  garnishee  may  be  claimed  as  exempt  by  the  debtor  even  aftex 
judgment  against  the  garnishee,  but  the  funds,  if  paid  by  the  garnishee 
in  satisfactiun  of  the  judgment,  cannot  he  recalled  by  the  debtor  under 
his  claim  of  exemption.'  And  where  money  is  in  court  in  pursuance 
*  of  garnishment  proceedings,  the  debtor  may  properly  move  the  court 
for  an  order  to  compel  the  payment  thereof  to  him,  it  being  exempt.' 
The  decisions  are  in  conflict  as  to  whether  it  is  necessary  for  the  debtor, 
if  he  has  property  subject  to  levy  other  than  that  levied  upon,  to  make 
a  tender  of  the  other  property  to  the  officer  as  a  condition  of  selectinfj 
that  levied  upon  as  exempt.  Some  authorities  hold  that  such  tender  is 
not  necessary  if  the  debtor  has  not  concealed  or  disposed  of  the  other 
property,  so  as  to  prevent  a  levy  thereon;  while  other  decisions  are 
to  ^e  effect  that  the  debtor  is  required  to  surrender  or  tender  other 
property  subject  to  levy  and  sale  in  lieu  of  that  levied  upon,  if  he 
selects  the  latter  as  exempt,  and  such  selection  is  necessary  to  render 
it  exempt^ 

68.  Selection  of  Exemption  Generally. — ^Where  a  judgment  defend- 
ant, having  more  property  of  a  certain  class  than  ia  exempt  by  statr 
ute,  desires  to  claim  his  exemptions  out  of  the  whole,  it  is  his  duty  to 
promptly  inform  the  officer  holding  process,  of  the  particular  prop- 
erty selected  and  claimed  as  exempt  from  levy.  If  the  debtor  refuses 
or  neglects  to  select  the  exempt  property,  the  officer,  in  levying  an 
execution,  may  do  so  for  him;*  and  sometimes  under  the  statute  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  officer  to  do  so.*"  If  the  debtor's  property  does*  not 
exceed  in  value  the  amount  exempted,  a  selection  i^  not  required;  for 
in  such  case  the  statute  attaches  the  exemption  as  absolutely  and  un- 
conditionally as  if  the  particular  property  was  specially  designated  and 
declared  exempt^^  Hence  it  is  well  established  that  no  selection,  as 
distinguished  from  a  claim  of  exemption,  by  the  debtor,  ia  necessary 

4.  Driggs'  Bank  v.  Norwood,  49  Ark.      10.  See  infra,  par.  69. 

136,  4  S.  W.  448,  4  A.  S.  R.  30.  11.  Nance  v.  Nance,  84  Ala.  375, 

5.  Haswell  v.  Parsons,  15  Cal.  266,  4  So.  699,  5  A.  8.  R.  378;  Harrington 
76  Am.  Dec.  480  (claim  previously  v.  Smith,  14  Colo.  376,  23  Pac.  331, 
made  under  another  judgment) ;  Dob-  20  A.  S.  R.  272;  Everett  v.  Herrin, 
erty  v.  Ramsey,  1  Ind.  App.  530,  27  46  Me.  357,  74  Am.  Dec.  455;  Lynd 
N.  E.  879,  50  A.  8.  R.  223  (assign-  v.  Picket,  7  Minn.  184,  82  Am.  Dec. 
ment  for  benefit  of  creditor).  79;  Hatch  v.  Bartle,  45  Pa.  St.  186, 

6.  Blass  V.  Erber,  65  Ark.  112,  44  84  Am.  Dec.  484;  Oilman  v.  Williams. 
S.  W.  1]28,  67  A.  S.  R.  907.  7  Wis.  329;  76  Am.  Dec.  219  and  note, 

7.  Williamson  v.  Harris,  57  Ala.  40,  overruled  on  another  point  by  Russell 
29  Am.  Rep.  707.  t.  Lenaon,  39  Wis.  570,  20  Am.  R«p. 

8.  See  infra,  par.  69.  60. 

9.  Note:  L.R.Aa915D  388. 
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to  render  the  officer  liable  for  levying  on  part  or  all  of  the  property, 
where  the  debtor  does  not  own  property  in  excess  of  the  number  of 

chattels  or  the  amount  in  value  allowed  him  by  law  as  exempt.**  If 
a  debtor  having  a  number  of  animals  and  entitled  to  select  some  of 
them  as  exempt  from  execution  removes  part  from  the  state  of  bis 
residence  into  another  state,  he  thereby  makes  his  election  to  claim  as 
exempt  the  property  thus  removed,  and  consequently  subjects  to  execu- 
tion animals  remaining  in  the  state  of  his  residence,  unless,  after 
they  are  levied  upon,  he  selects  them  as  exempt  and  thereupon  returns  • 
and  submits  to  execution  the  other  property.^*  Creditors  who  were  not 
parties  to  a  selection  of  exempt  property  by  the  debtor  are  not  bound 
thereby,  but  may  levy  execution  on  such  property,  subject  to  the 
debtor's  right  to  have  his  exemptions  set  off  to  him.'* 

69.  Duty  of  Levying  Officer. — The  duty  of  the  debtor  to  select 
what  articles  he  claims  as  exempt,  which  is  considered  in  the  pre- 
ceding paragraph,  defines  the  duty  of  a  levying  officer  with  reference 
to  the  debtor's  exemptions.  If  no  selection  is  required  by  the  debtor 
then  the  officer  is  bound  to  take  notice  of  his  rights  in  making  a 
levy.**  If,  however,  a  selection  by  the  debtor  is  necessary  then  the 
officer  may  levy  on  all  of  the  debtor's  property  and  he  is  liable  only 
for  disregarding  a  claim  subsequently  made  by  the  debtor  in  a  proper 
manner.**  Under  some  statutes  the  levying  officer  is  bound  to  notify 
the  debtor  of  his  right  to  exemptions,  or  to  make  an  appraisal  and 
set  off  the  debtor's  exemptions,  in  which  case  the  duty  of  the  sheriff 
is  clear.  He  must  obey  the  statute.*^  It  is  a  rule  in  some  juris- 
dictions that  a  sheriff  refusing  to  allow  a  claim  of  exemption  made  on 
the  day  of  sale,  and  proceeding  with  the  sale,  where  several  articles 
are  levied  on,  one  of  which  may  be  claimed  as  exempt,  does  not  become 
a  trespasser  ah  initio  unless  the  debtor  tenders  in  lieu  of  that  claimed 
other  property  which  is  of  equal  value,  or  palpably  sufficient  to  dis- 
charge the  debt,  or  which  is  the  only  property  which  the  ahenS  could 
have  levied  on  if  the  exemption  had  been  claimed  before  levy.*' 
Other  authorities  hold  that  a  tender  is  not  necessary  as  a  condition  of 
selecting  as  exempt  that  levied  upon,  if  the  debtor  has  not  concealed 
or  disposed  of  such  other  property  so  as  to  prevent  a  levy  thereon.** 

12.  Note:  LJI.A.1915D  392.  17.  McCoy  v.  Brennan,  61  Mich.  362, 

13.  Rogers  v.  Ayera,  119  Tenn.  340,  28  N.  W.  129,  1  A.  S.  R.  689;  Hoteh- 
104  S.  W.  521,  123  A.  S.  R.  725.  inson  v,  Whitmore,  90  Mich.  255.  61 

14.  MeCausey  v.  Hoeh,  159  Mieh.  N.  W.  451,  30  A.  S.  R.  431. 

570,  124  N.  W.  570,  18  Ann.  Cas.  Notes:  95  A.  S.  B.  U9:  IiJtA.191SD 

945.  391. 

15.  Note:  95  A.  S.  R.  118.  18.  McGee  v.  Anderson,  1  B.  Mon. 

16.  McGee  v.  Anderson,  1  B.  Mon.  (Ky.)  187,  36  Am.  Dec.  570.  And  see 
(Ky.)  187,  36  Am.  Dec.  570;  Stem  v.  People  t.  Palmer,  46  lU.  398,  95  Am. 
Riches,  111  Wis.  591,  87  N.  W.  565,  Dec.  418. 

87  A.  S.  R.  892.  Note:  L.R.A.1915D  394. 

Note:  96  A.  S.  R.  118, 119.  19.  Note:  L.R.AJ.915D  394. 
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An  officer,  although  indemnified,  is  not  bound  to  levy,  if  in  good  faith 
he  believes  the  property  exempt,  or  that  the  levy  would  be  illegal,** 
and  he  cannot  question  the  truth  of  a  proper  schedule  duly  veriHed.^ 

70.  Successive  Claims  to  Exemption. — A  debtor  is  not  entitled  to 
successive  or  double  exemptions  as  against  the  same  creditor.*  In  the 
case  of  an  exemption  of  property  of  a  specified  value,  when  exemption 
has  been  once  clamed,  and  property  to  the  statutory  value  has  been 
selected  and  set  off  to  the  judgment  debtor,  so  long  as  such  property 
is  retained  by  him  undiminished  in  value,  he  is,  of  course,  without 
right  to  further  exemption.  But  where  the  property  so  set  off  and 
allowed  to  him  has  been  consumed,  or  used  by  the  judgment  debtor  in 
the  maintenance  and  support  of  himself  and  family — which  is  but 
the  rightful  application  of  such  exempt  property  to  its  intended  use — 
he  may  subsequently,  even  as  against  the  same  judgment,  maintain 
a  claim  for  an  exemption  under  the  statute,  though  he  cannot,  at  any 
one  time,  hold  as  exempt  property  in  excess  of  that  authorized  l>y 
statute.* 

71.  Use  of  Force  by  Ezemptioner. — ^It  has  been  decided  that  where 
an  officer  attempts  to  levy  on  exempt  property,  after  being  informed  of 

the  fact,  he  is  a  trespasser,  and  the  owner  may  employ  as  much  force 
as  is  necessary  to  prevent  the  levy;  but  he  is  liable  if  he  uses  more 
force  than  is  necessary.*  And  a  debtor  who  so  resists  an  officer  is 
not  guilty  of  the  offense  of  resisting  an  officer  in  the  service  of  proc- 
ess. Were  the  contrary  rule  to  prevail  it  is  reasoned  that  every  poor 
debtor  would  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  sheriff  and  constabulary  of  the 
county,  and  the  statutory  benefits  intended  by  the  exemption  would 
be  of  little  avail.  No  officer  can  be  legally  authorized  to  invade 
private  rights  in  any  such  manner.'  This  view  is  opposed,  however, 
as  a  mistaken  and  dangerous  one,  since  its  maintenance,  it  is  said, 
would  make  each  claimant  the  judge  of  the  merits  of  his  own  claim.* 

72.  Injunction  against  Suit  in  Foreign  State. — A  creditor  who 
attempts  to  evade  the  exemption  laws  of  his  state  by  resort  to  proceed- 
ings in  the  court  of  another  state,  against  the  property  of  a  debtor 
who  is  a  resident  of  the  state  of  the  creditor's  domicil,  may  be  enjoined 
by  the  courts  of  the  latter  state  from  prosecuting  his  suit  in  the  foreign 

20.  Covilie  T.  Bentley,  76  Mich.  248,  fact  that  a  debtor  has  already  had  one 

^  N.  W.  116,  16  A.  S.  B.  312  and  ezemptioD  does  not  necessarily  c^t 

note.  off  his  right  to  another  if  made  in  good 

1.  Note:  3  L.R.A.  383.  faith  and  the  statute  permits). 

2.  Rivet  V.  George  M.  Murrell  Plant-  4.  State  v.  Johnson,  12  Ala.  840, 
ing,  etc.,  Co.,  121  La.  201,  46  So.  46  Am.  Dec.  283.  And  see  State  v. 
210,  126  A.  S.  R.  320.  Morgan,  25  N.  C.  186,  38  Am.  Dee. 

3.  Hart  v..  Cole,  73  Ohio  St.  267,  714. 

76  N.  E.  940, 4  Ann.  Gas.  217  and  note.     6.  People  v.  Clements,  68  Mich.  056, 

Bat  see  4  Ann.  Cas.  220  note  (oit-  36  K.  W.  792,  13  A.  S.  R.  373. 
ing  authority  to  the  effect  that  the     6.  Note:  76  Am.  Dec.  646. 
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jurisdiction,'  or  from  attempting  to  satisfy  a  judgment  in  a  foragn 
state  out  of  property  temporarily  and  necessarily  within  such  state.* 
Where,  however,  a  debtor  and  his  creditor  are  domiciled  in  different 
states,  and  the  creditor  in  the  courts  of  his  own  domicil  proceeds  to 
attach  the  property  of  the  debtor  which  is  exempt  by  the  law  of  the 
latter's  domicil,  the  courts  of  the  debtor's  domicU  will  not  enjoin  the 
creditor  from  proceeding,  even  though  he  is  temporarily  found  within 
their  jurisdiction,*  or  even  though  the  effect  of  the  suit  may  be  to  de- 
prive the  defendant  of  his  exemptions  under  the  law  of  his  domicil.** 
Nor  will  a  court  of  the  foreign  state  in  which  it  is  sought  to  reach  a 
debtor's  property  enjoin  the  creditor  on  the  ground  of  the  exemption 
rights  of  the  debtor  at  his  domicil,  even  though  the  suit  is  at  the 
instance  of  one  to  whom  the  claim  was  assigned  in  violation  of  a 
statute  of  the  domicil  of  the  debtor  and  original  creditor.^' 

*73.  Right  of  Action  for  Evasion  of  Exemption  Rights  Generally. — 
Where  an  injunction  has  been  obtained  prohibiting  a  creditor  from 
subjecting  exempt  property  to  the  payment  of  his  debt  in  a  foreign 
state,  and,  in  violation  of  the  injunction,  the  creditor  has  appropriated 
the  fund  in  dispute,  the  court  may  render  judgment  against  him  for 
the  amount  so  appropriated.'*  While  there  is  good  authority  for  the 
proposition  that  if  no  injunction  has  been  obtained  and  the  judgment 
is  collected  the  debtor  cannot  recover  damages  for  the  evasion  of  bis 

7.  Allen  v.  Buchanan,  97  Ala.  399,  Wis.  161,  61  N.  W.  761,  46  A.  S.  R. 

II  So.  777,  38  A.  S.  R.  187;  Griffith  824,  30  L.R.A.  360. 

V.  Langsdale,  53  Ark.  71,  13  S.  W.  Notes:  91  Am.  Dec.  424;  2  A.  S. 

733,  22  A.  S.  R.  182;  Greer  v.  Cook,  R.  242  ;  59  A.  S.  R.  883;  16  Ann. 

88  Ark.  93,  118  S.  W.  1009,  16  Ann.  Cas.  673. 

Ca8.  671  and  note;  Harwell  v.  Sharp,  8.  Mumper  v.  Wilson,  72  la.  163, 

85  Ga.  124,  11  S.  E.  661,  21  A.  S.  R.  33  N,  W.  449,  2  A.  S.  R.  238  and  note, 

149,  8  L.R.A.  514;  Burlington,  etc.,  9.  GrifBth  v.  Langsdale,  53  Ark.  71, 

R.  Co.  V.  Thompson,  31  Kan.  180,  13  S.  W.  733,  22  A.  S.  R.  182  and 

1  Pae.  622,  47  Am.  Rep.  497;  Stewart  note;  Oreer  v.  Cook,  88  Ark.  93,  113 

V.  Thompson,  97  Ey.  575,  31  S.  W.  S.  W.  1009,  16  Ajon.  Gaa.  671  and 

133,  53  A.  S.  R.  431,  36  L.RJI.  582;  note. 

Keyser  v.  Rice,  47  Md.  203,  28  Am.  Notes:  123  A.  S.  R.  454;  16  h:R.A. 

Rep.  448;  Freick  v.  Hinkev.  122  Mmn.  (N.S.)  1010  et  seq. 

24,   141   N.   W.  1096,  46  Lil.A.  10.  Greer  v.  Cook,  88  Azk.  93,  113 

(N.S.)  695;  Wierae  v.  Thomas,  145  S.  W.  1009,  10  Ann.  Cas.  671,  and 

N.  C.  261,  59  S.  E.  58,  122  A.  S.  R.  note. 

446  and  note,  15  L.RX(N.S.)  1008  11.  National  Tuhe  Co.  v.  Smith,  67 

and  note;  Anderson  v.  Canaday,  37  W.  Va.  210,  50  S.  E.  717,  110  A.  S. 

Okla.  171,  131  Pac.  697,  Ann.  Cas.  R.  771, 1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  195. 

1915D     714,     L.RA.1915A     1186;  12.  Griggs  v.  Docter,  89  Wis,  161, 

Sweeney  v.  Hunter,  145  Pa.  St.  363,  61  N.  W.  761,  46  A.  8.  B.  824,  30 

22  Atl.  653,  14  L.R.A.  594;  Moton  L.R.A.  360. 

V.  Hull,  77  Tex.  80,  13  S.  W.  849,  Note:  122  A.  S.  B.  451 

8  L.R.A.  722;  Griggs      Doeter,  89 
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exemption  rights/'  a  contrary  rule  is  very  strongly  maintained  by 

some  courts.** 

74.  Validity  of  Statute  Prohibiting  Evasion  of  Exemption. — 
Statutes  have  been  enacted  in  many  jurisdictions  prohibiting  the  as- 
signment to  nonresidents  of  claims  against  wage  earners  for  the  pur- 
pose of  evading  their  right  to  exemptions,  and  such  a  provision  has 
been  considered  not  to  be  an  unconstitutional  interference  with  liberty, 
at  a  grant  of  special  privileges  or  immunities^  or  a  deprivation  of  prop- 
erty without  due  process  of  law.**  Nor  does  such  a  statute  deny  full 
faith  and  credit  to  the  proceedings  of  the  courts  of  the  state  in  which 
the  assignee  may  recover  judgment.  Providing  for  the  recovery  of 
costs  and  expenses,  and  an  attorney's  fee^  in  an  action  against  a 
creditor  who  has  sent  his  claim  out  of  the  state  to  avoid  the  exemp- 
tion laws,  does  not  unconstitutionally  impose  a  penalty.  As  the  em- 
ployees of  persons  or  corporations  engaged  in  interstate  business  are 
the  persons  usually  injured  by  the  acts  sought  to  be  remedied  by  a 
statute,  it  may  be  confined  to  such  cases,  without  being  class  legis 
lation.  Provisions  for  a  right  of  action  against  a  creditor  who,  to 
avoid  exemption  laws,  sends  his  claim  out  of  the  state  to  be  sued,  and 
fixing  a  penalty  therefor,  may  constitutionally  be  included  in  a  stat- 
ute such  as  one  entitled,  "An  Act  to  provide  better  protection  for  the 
earnings  of  laborers,  servants,  and  other  employees  of  corporations, 
firms,  or  individuals  engaged  in  interstate  businesa."**  Such  a  statute 
f4>pUe8  to  a  case  where  tiie  debt  was  incurred  before  the  passage  of  the 
act,  and  was  assigned  after  ita  passage  for  the  purpose  of  evading  the 
exemption  laws  of  the  state,  and  giving  it  such  operation  does  not 
impair  the  obligation  of  contracts." 

75.  lUght  of  Action  and  Liability  nnder  Statutes. — One  who  vio- 
lates a  penal  statute  forbidding  the  assigning  of  a  claim  against  a  wage 
earner  out  of  the  state  for  collection  where  employer  and  employee 
are  both  found  in  the  state,  and  the  wages  are  exempt  from  execution, 
is  liable  in  a  civil  action  for  the  damages  thereby  inflicted  upon  the 

13.  Harwell  v.  Sharp,  85  Oa.  124,  ter,  37  Neb.  267,  55  N.  W.  867,  40 
11  8.  E.  561,  21  A.  S.  R.  149,  8  A.  S.  R.  486,  23  L.R.A.  650  (colorable 


14.  Stark  V.  Bare,  39  Kan.  100,  17  102  N.  B.  376,  47  LJLA.(N.S.)  689 

Pac.  826,  7  A.  S.  R.  537;  Stewart  v.  and  note;  Sweeney  v.  Hunter,  146 

Thompson,  97  Ky.  575,  31  8.  W.  133,  Pa.  St.  363,  22  AU.  653,  14  LJI.A. 

63  A.  S.  R.  431,  36  L.B.A.  582  (in  594. 

this  case  an  injunction  had  been  ob-  16.  Singer  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Fleming,  39 

tained  but  the  court  apparently  did  Neb.  679,  58  N.  W.  226,  42  A.  S.  R. 

not   conaido:  that   fact   material) ;  613,  23  L.R.A.  210,  followed  in  Bishop 

Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Moore,  31  v.  Middleton,  43  Keb.  10, 61 N.  W.  129, 

Neb.  629,  48  N.  W.  476,  28  A.  S.  R.  26  LJl.A.  445. 

634   (assigninent  to  nonresident  to  17.  Bishop  v.  Bfiddleton,  43 

mde  exemption) ;  O'Connor  v.  Wal-  10,  61  N.  W.  129,  26  L.RA.  445. 


L.RA.  514. 
Note:  36  L.R.A.  582. 


assignment  to  nonresident). 
15.  Markley  v.  Murphy,  180  Ind.  4, 
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ivage  earner.^*  Statutes  giving  a  right  of  action  against  a  creditor 
who  assigns  his  dalm  to  a  nonresident  to  avoid  exemption  laws  some- 
times provide  that  the  institution  of  garnishment  proceedings  shall 
be  prima  facie  evidence  of  an  evasion  of  the  exemption  laws.'*  The 
right  of  action  given  by  such  a  statute  exists  only  in  case  of  an  as- 
signment with  intent  to  evade  the  exemption  of  the  debtor,  and  not  in 
the  case  of  an  absolute  sale.  Nor  does  a  statute  against  "sending" 
a  claim  out  of  the  state  apply  in  the  case  of  a  resident  creditor 
sending  a  claim  to  the  state  of  the  residence  of  his  debtor  It  has 
been  held  that  such  a  statute  is  applicable  to  a  foreign  corporation 
which  sends  a  claim  against  a  resident  debtor  out  of  the  state  for  suit' 
Where  a  statute  prohibits  an  alignment  only  in  the  case  of  employee 
of  corporations  engaged  in  interstate  busine^,  the  corporations  so 
referred  to  are  those  doing  business  and  employing  persons  within 
the  state  and  having  in  another  state  such  situs  as  to  permit  garnish- 
ment proceedings  against  them  therein  *  The  rule  is  that  statutes 
of  the  nature  of  those  here  under  consideration  will  not  be  given 
effect  in  a  foreign  state.' 

76.  Form  of  Action  for  Violation  of  Rights. — rule  is  stated  that 
a  debtor  cannot  claim  any  part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  his 
exempt  property,  but  must  bring  an  ind/gpendent  action  for  damages.* 
Where  an  officer  sells  exempt  property  in  disregard  of  the  debtor's 
rights  he  may  be  sued  in  trover,*  trespass,*  or  case7  Whether  an 
actfon  of  replevin  may  be  maintained  to  recover  exempt  property  seized 
for  its  owner's  debts  is  a  question  on  which  the  authorities  are  divided. 
While  some  courts  have  taken  the  position  that  the  action  will  lie, 
as  the  property  is  not  in  custodia  legis,*  other  courts  have  held  that 
the  property  is  in  custodia  legis  and  that  the  action  will  not  lie,  the 
rule  applicable  in  the  case  of  the  seizure  of  the  property  of  a  third  per- 

18.  HaiUey  v.  Murphy,  180  Ind.  6.  McCoy  v.  BrenDan,  61  Mich.  362, 
4,  102  N.  E.  376,  47  LJl.A.(N.S.)  28  N.  W.  129.  1  A.  S.  R.  589;  Van 
689.  Dresor  v.  King,  34  Pa.  St  201,  7fi 

19.  Bishop  V.  Middleton,  43  Neb.  Am.  Dee.  643  and  note;  Dow  v.  Smith, 
10,  61  N.  W.  129,  26  URJi,  445.  7  Vt.  465,  29  Am.  Dee.  202. 

20.  Note:  47  L.RA.(N.S.)  689,  600.  Notes:  95  A.  S.  R.  119;  but  see 
1.  Singer  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Fleming,  39  75  Am.  Dee.  646,  eitine  authority  to 

Neb.  679,  68  N.  W.  226,  42  A.  S.  R.  the  contrary. 

613,  23  LJt.A.  210.  See  generally,  Tsbspass. 

S.  Bishop  T.  Middleton,  43  Neb.  10,  7.  VanDresor  t.  King,  34  Pa.  St 

61  N.  W.  129,  26  L.R.A.  445.  201,  75  Am.  Dee.  643  and  note.  But 

3.  Note:  47  L.R.A.<N.S.)  692.  see  Dow  t.  Smith,  7  Vt  465,  29  Am. 

4.  Marks's  Appeal,  34  Pa.  St.  36,  Dee.  202. 

76  Am.  Dec.  631.  8.  Oilman  v.  Williams,  7  Wis.  329, 

Note:  75  Am.  Dec.  646.  76  Am.  Dec.  219,  ovemiled  on  another 

5.  Oliver  v.  Wilson,  8  N.  D.  590,  point  by  Russell  v.  Lennon,  39  Wis. 
80  N.  W.  757,  73  A.  S.  R.  784.  670.  20  Am.  Rep.  60.  . 

Notes:  75  Am.  Dee.  645;  96  A.  S.  Notes:  20  Am.  Dee.  699:  7S  Am. 
R.119.  Dec.  646  ;  95  A.  S.  R.  119. 

See  generally,  l^om.  See  gaierally,  BvLBvm. 
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son  not  applying Of  course  in  jurisdictions  where  statutes  have 
been  enacted  permitdng  the  maintenance  of  replevin  for  property  in 
custodia  legis  the  action  will  lie  to  recover  exempt  property.^^  Al- 
though there  is  some  division  on  the  subject,  it  is  the  better  and  more 
general  rule  that  an  injunction  will  not  lie  to  restrain  a  sale  of  exempt 
property,  but  the  debtor  should  make  his  claim  of  exemption  in  the 
execution  proceedings,  or  rely  on  his  remedy  by  an  action  for  dam- 
ages,'* except  where  the  property  has  a  certain,  special,  extraordinary, 
and  unique  value,  impossible  to  be  compensated  for  by  damages." 
Some  courts  have  adopted  the  view  that  the  repeated  prosecution  ot 
writs  of  garnishment  to  reach  wages  alleged  to  be  exempt  will  not 
be  enjoined  on  the  ground  that  the  purpose  of  the  creditor  is  to  annoy 
and  harass  the  complainant  and  tie  up  his  wages.  His  remedy,  if 
any,  is  at  law  for  ft  malicious  abuse  of  process  or  in  the  garnishment 
proceedings.'*  Other  courts,  however,  have  held  that  an  injunction 
will  issue  in  such  a  case.'^  An  action  in  the  nature  of  malicious  - 
prosecution  will  lie  against  one  who  maliciously,  and  without  probable 
cause,  garnishes  exempt  earnings  of  his  judgment  debtor;  and  there 
is  malice  and  want  of  probable  cause  where  the  creditor  knows  such 
earnings  to  be  exempt,  but  seeks  to  coerce  the  debtor  into  payment, 
out  of  his  exemption,  to  avoid  discharge  by  his  annoyed  employer.'* 
It  would  seem  clear  that  mandamus  will  not  lie  to  compel  an  officer 
to  set  apart  property  as  exempt,"  there  being,  as  already  shown, 
other  adequate  remedies;  nevertheless  some  courts  have  held  that 
mandamus  will  lie." 

9.  Hawk  v.  Lepple,  51  N.  J.  L.  208,  erally,  Injunctions,  as  to  where  this 
17  Atl.  351, 14  A.  S.  R.  677,  4  L.R.A.  remedy  applies. 

48;  Oliver  v.  WUson,  8  N.  D.  590,  80  12.  Parsons  v.  Hartman,  25  Oi«. 

N.  W.  757,  73  A.  S.  R.  784  (stating  547,  37  Pae.  61,  42  A.  S.'  R.  803,  30 

common  law  rule).  L.R.A.  98, 

10.  Oliver  v.  Wilson,  8  N.  D.  590,  13.  Baxley  v.  Laster,  82  Ark.  236. 
80  N.  W.  757,  7.^  A.  S.  R.  784.  101  S.  W.  756,  118  A,  S.  R.  64,  12 

11.  Driggs'  Bauk  of  Norwood,  49  Ann.  Cas.  332  and  note,  10  LJI.A. 
Ark.  136,  4  S.  W.  448,  4  A.  S.  R.  30;  (N.S.)  983. 

Baxley  v.  Laster,  82  Ark.  236,  101  14.  Seiver  v.  Union  Pac.  R.  Co., 

S.  W.  755,  118  A.  S.  R.  64,  12  Ann.  68  Neb.  91,  93  N.  W.  943, 110  A.  S.  R. 

Cas.  332, 10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  983;  Bturgea  393,  61  L.R.A.  319. 

V.  Jackson,  88  Miss.  508,  40  So.  547,  Note:  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  983. 

117  A.  S.  R.  754,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  491;  15.  Nix  v.  GoodhiU,  95  la.  282,  63 

Parsons  v.  Hartman,  25  Ore.  547,  N.  W.  701, 58  A.  S.  R.  434. 

37  Pac.  61,  42  A.  S.  R.  803,  30  XjSLJl.  See  generally,  Mali^oious  Pbosecu- 

98  and  note.  tion. 

Contra:  Hodges  v.  Cooksey,  33  ria.  16.  Oliver  v.  Wilson,  8  N.  D.  590, 

715, 15  So.  549.  24  L.R.A.  812  (statute  80  N.  W.  757,  73  A.  S.  R.  784. 

permitting  injunction) ;  Smith  v.  Guf-  17.  State  v.  Gardner,  32  Wash.  550, 

ford,  36  Fla.  481,  18  So.  717,  51  A.  73  Pac.  690,  98  A.  S.  R.  858  and  note. 

8.  R.  37.  See  generally,  Mandaucs  as  to 

Note:  30  LJtA.  99, 100.   See  gen-  where  this  remedy  will  lie. 
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77.  Jurisdiction;  Limitatioii  of  Actions.— While  there  is  authority 
to  the  effect  that  where  exempt  property  has  been  seized  by  an  office 

acting  under  process  issued  from  a  federal  court,  an  action  to  recover 
the  same  may  be  maintained  in  a  state  court,  as  the  property  being 
wrongfully  seized  is  not  in  custodia  legis,*'  there  is  authority  disput- 
ing the  soundness  of  this  proposition.**  An  action  against  a  judgment 
creditor  for  directing  the  sale  of  exempt  property  is  governed  by  the 
statutory  provisions  relating  to  actions  for  teking  personal  property, 
but  an  action  against  the  sheriff  for  making  the  seizure  and  sale  is 
governed  by  the  statute  relating  to  actions  against  a  sheriff  upon  a 
liability  incurred  by  doing  an  act  in  his  official  capacity." 

78.  Conditions  Precedent. — Where  property  specifically  exempt  is 
seized  by  an  officer,  an  action  for  conversion  will  Ue  without  a  demand, 
as  the  original  taking  is  Wrongful.*  In  order,  however,  to  fix  a  lia- 
bility upon  a  sheriff  for  a  wrongful  levy  upon  an  exempt  judgment, 
he  should  be  given  proper  notice,  or  a  demand  should  be  made  upon 
him  before  suit  is  brought  unless  prevented  by  his  own  conduct. 
By  the  necessity  of  proof  a  demand  is  dispensed  with  where  the 
moneys  are  prematurely  paid  over  or  applied  on  the  execution  before 
the  levy  is  completed.' 

79.  Persons  by  and  against  Whom  Action  May  Be  maintained. — 
Ordinarily  an  action  for  the  violation  of  the  exemption  rights  of  a 
debtor  must  be  brought  by  him,  and  not  by  his  agent,  bailee,  or 
assignee  in  insolvency.'  But  a  tenant  in  common  of  property  sever- 
able in  nature,  may  alone  maintain  an  action  to  enforce  his  exemption 
rights  tiierein.*  The  plaintiff  in  a  suit  is  not  liable  in  damages  for  the 
seizure  and  sale,  by  the  officer  to  whom  the  writ  is  delivered,  of  prop- 
erty exempt  from  execution,  where  there  is  no  evidence  to  show  that 
he  directed  the  levy  or  in  any  way  participated  in  the  seizure,  or  that 
he  ever  received  the  proceeds  of  the  sale,  or  in  any  manner  ratified  the 
seizure  under  the  writ.  When  he  places  a  writ  in  the  hands  of  an 
officer  for  service,  he  is  presumed  to  intend  that  no  action  shall  be 
taken  thereunder  not  authorized  by  its  terms.*  And  in  the  absence 
of  any  participation  in  the  wrongful  acts  of  the  officer,  the  judgment 
creditor  may  bid  at  the  sale,  or  take  the  money  derived  from  it  with- 
out indorsing  the  correctness  of  the  officer's  action,  or  making  himself 
responsible  therefor  to  the  officer  who  is  subsequently  miilcted  in  dam- 

18.  Gibnan  v.  WiUioms,  7  Wis.  320,  8.  Wylie  v.  Orundysen,  51  Minn. 
76  Am.  Dec.  219,  ovemiled  on  another  360,  53  N.  W.  805,  38  A.  S.  R.  609, 
point  by  Rossell  t.  Lennon,  30  Wis.  19  L.R.A.  33. 

570,  20  Am.  Rep.  60.  8.  Note:  75  Am.  Dee.  646. 

19.  Note:  76  Am.  Dee.  224.  4.  Newton  v.  Howe,  29  Wis.  531,  9 
80.  Snow  T.  West,  36  Utah  206,  99  Am.  Rep.  616. 

Pac.  G74,  136  A.  S.  B.  1047.  5.  White      Stribling,  71  Tex.  108, 

1.  Lynd  v.  Picket,  7  Minn.  184,  82  9  8.  W.  81, 10  A.  S.  B.  732. 
Am.  Dec.  79. 

656 


Digitized  by  Google 


u  B.  G.  l: 


EXEMPTIONS 


a  80,  81 


ages  therefor  *  However  under  a  statute  providing  that  if  any  officer 
<v  other  person,  by  virtue  of  any  execution  or  other  process,  shall  take 
or  seize  exempt  property,  he  shall  be  liable  to  the  party  injured  for 
th^  times  the  value  of  the  property  so  taken,  a  judgment  creditor, 
who  authorizes,  or  knowingly  ratifies,  the  act  of  an  officer  who  wrong- 
fully seizes  under  execution  and  sells  the  exempt  property  of  the  judg- 
ment creditor,  is  liable  for  the  penalty  imposed.^  It  has  been  held 
that  a  sheriff's  bondsmen  are  liable  for  his  trespass  committed  in  seiz- 
ing property  exempt  from  execution.*  Unless  a  purchaser  at  an  exe- 
cution sale  had  notice  of  the  debtor's  claim  of  exemption  be  is  not 
liable  in  any  manner  to  the  debtor.' 

80.  Parties  to  Action. — Where  a  debtor  sues  to  restrain  the  re- 
peated garnishment  of  his  exempt  wages,  his  employer,  who  has  been 
made  garnishee,  is  a  proper  party  defendant.'®  There  is  authority  to 
the  effect  that  in  an  action  by  an  assignee  of  a  note,  the  assignor  is  a 
proper  party  plaintiff  for  the  purpose  of  claiming  the  proceeds  of  the 
note  as  exempt  from  a  judgment  held  by  the  defendant  against  the 
assignor,  and  pleaded  as  a  selroff  against  the  note.^* 

81.  Splitting  Causes  of  Action;  Defenses. — Where  several  articles 
of  personal  property  are  wrongfully  taken  from  the  owner  by  a  single 
act,  but  one  cause  of  action  accrues  to  hira,  and  he  must  pursue  his 
remedy  in  a  single  action;  and  from  this  it  follows  that  a  recoverj- 
for  any  of  such  articles  precludes  recovery  for  the  remainder.  In 
accordance  with  this  rule  a  single  action  only  can  be  maintained  for 
the  levy  of  an  attachment  upon  property  exempt  from  execution  and 
the  refusal  to  surrender  it  to  the  defendant,  though  some  of  the  arbcles 
be  of  such  a  character  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  officer  to  deliver  them 
on  demand,  and  as  to  others,  that  a  right  exists  to  retain  them  in  his 
possession  for  a  reasonable  length  of  time  to  enable  him  to  make  an 
inventory  and  appraisement,  and  the  defendant  to  select,  claim,  and 
receive  in  return  his  exempt  portion.^'  It  is  no  defense  to  an  officer 
who  has  seized  exempt  property  that  he  delivered  it  up  to  the  debtor's 
assignee  in  bankruptcy,  where  exempt  property  does  not  pass  to  the 
assignee.'*  Nor,  according  to  the  better  view,  will  an  officer  be  per- 
mitted to  set  up  a  defect  in  the  debtor's  titk.in  an  action  for  violating 

«.  Russell  V.  Walker,  150  Mass.  631,'  Neb.  91,  93  N.  W.  943,  UO  A.  8.  R. 
23  N.  E.  383, 15  A.  S.  R.  239.  393,  61  L.R.A.  319. 

7.  Seerie  v.  Brewer,  40  Colo.  299,  See  supra,  par.  76,  as  to  right  to 
90  Pac.  508,  122  A.  S.  R.  1065.  restrain  repeated  garnishments. 

Note:  75  Am.  Dec.  646.  11.  Pickrell  v.  Jerauld,  1  Ind.  App. 

8.  State  V.  Moore,  19  Mo.  369,  61  10,  27  N.  E.  433,  50  A.  B.  R.  192. 
Am.  Dec.  563.  And  see  generally.  Parties. 

See  generally,  Sherhts,  and  "snb-  12.  Stem  v.  Riches,  111  Wis.  591,  87 

jects  there  referred  to  as  to  the  liabil-  N.  W.  555,  87  A.  S.  R.  892. 

ity  of  bondsmen.  13.  Wilkinaon  v.  Wait,  44  Tt  508, 

9.  Note :  75  Am.  Dec  647.  8  Am.  Rep.  39L 

10.  Seiver  v.  Union  Pac.  R.  Co.,  68 
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his  exemption  rights,  though  there  is  some  authority  tending  to  the 
contrary.^*  But  an  order  denying  a  motion  to  vacate  an  attachment 
levy  CD  the  ground  that  the  action  is  one  for  false  pretenses,  against 
which  no  exemption  can  be  had,  is  conclusive  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
action  in  a  suit  against  the  officer  for  holding  the  property  under  the 
attachment.** 

82.  Pleading. — Some  courts  have  held,  based  apparently  on  local 
statutes,  that  in  pleading  exemption  under  e  statute,  facts  which  show 

the  property  to  be  exempt  need  not  be  set  out,  and  a  recovery  may  be 
had  under  a  general  declaration  in  trover;  **  but  it  is  clearly  the  better 
view  that  every  fact  essential  to  the  claim  of  exemption  must  be  prop- 
erly averred.  In  replevin  for  exempt  property  a  complaint  is  sufficient 
which  alleges  generally  the  plaintiff's  ownership  without  stating  the 
particulars  of  his  title,  or  the  levy  by  the  defendant,  and  the  exemp- 
tion of  the  property  from  seizure.  The  justification  under  process  is 
a  matter  of  defense,  and  the  plaintiff  may  show  in  rebuttal  that  the 
property  taken  is  exempt.  In  a  statutory  action  to  recover  treble  the 
value  of  property  levied  upon,  which  is  claimed  as  exempt  under  the 
statute,  in  lieu  of  the  enumerated  articles,  the  plaintiff  must  aver  that 
he  did  not  have  any  or  either  of  the  articles  made  specifically  exempt, 
or  if  he  had  a  portion  and  not  ail,  he  must  aver  what  articles  he  did 
not  have.  It  is  not  sufficient  to  aver  that  he  did  not  have  the  articles 
specifically  exempt,  specifying  them.  Such  an  averment  ia  not  suf- 
ficiently certain,  for  it  is  held  that  it  does  not  negative  the  possession 
of  any  or  either  of  such  articles.  And  though  the  statute  provides 
that  the  penalty  may  be  recovered  in  an  action  of  trespass,  an  ordinary 
declaration  in  trespass  will  be  bad,  since  it  does  not  notify  the  defend- 
ant that  the  penalty  given  by  the  statute  is  sought  to  be  recovered." 

83.  Evidence. — It  is  a  general  rule  that  the  burden  of  substantiat- 
ing a  right  to  an  exemption  of  property  from  an  enforced  sale,  de- 
volves upon  the  claimant  who  asserts  an  exercise  of  the  privilege  which 
the  statute  grants  to  debtors.**  However,  on  this  point  there  is  some 
authority  to  the  contraiy.**  Where  an  exemption  is  qualified  by  a 
provision  that  it  must  be  necessary  for  a  certain  purpose,  the  question 

14.  Note:  75  Am.  Dec.  646.  R.  895;  Brusie  v.  Griffith,  34  Cal.  302, 

15.  Hall  V.  Harris,  1  S.  D.  279,  46  91  Am.  Dec.  695;  Stewart  v.  McClung, 
N.  W.  931,  38  A.  S.  R.  730.  12  Ore.  431,  8  Pac.  447,  53  Am.  Rep. 

16.  Hutchinson  v.  Whitmore,  90  374;  QoUnick  v.  Marvin,  60  Ore.  312, 
Mich.  255,  51  N.  W.  451,  30  A.  S.  R.  U8  Foe.  1016,  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  243 
431,  disapproving  dictum  to  the  con-  and  note. 

trary  in  McCoy  v.  Brennan,  61  Mich.  Note:  75  Am.  Dec.  648,  649,  652. 

362,  28  N.  W.  129,  1  A.  S.  R.  589.  19.  Ellis  v.  Pratt  City,  111  Ala. 

17.  Note:  75  Am.  Dec.  649,  650.  629,  20  So.  649,  56  A.  S.  B.  76,  33 

18.  Porch  V.  Arkansas  Hilling  Co.,  L.R.A.  264. 

65  Azk.  40,  45  S.  W.  61,  67  A.  S.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  247. 
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whether  it  is  necessary  is  one  of  fact  unless  the  court  can  say 
that  under  no  circumstances  could  it  be  held  to  be  exempt.*^ 

84.  Measure  of  Damages. — Ordinarily  in  an  action  of  trespass  or 

on  an  indemnity  bond  given  to  the  officer,  the  measure  of  recoverable 
damages  is  the  value  of  the  property  with  interest  from  the  time  of  its 
seizure.^  And  even  in  a  replevin  suit  the  damages  havQ  been  limited 
to  interest  on  the  value  of  the  property,  though  in  some  cases  the 
Talue  of  the  use,  excluding  prospective  profits,  has  been  allowed.' 
Where  an  officer,  knowing  that  property  is  exempt,  takes  it  for  the 
purpose  of  oppressing  the  debtor,  exemplary  damages  may  be  re- 
covered;'  and  malice  in  a  levy  on  property  exempt  by  law  is  as  fully 
expressed  by  a  taking  with  knowledge  that  the  property  is  ao  exempt 
as  it  would  be  by  a  refusal  to  deliver  the  property  after  it  hod  been 
demanded  as  exempt*  There  is  also  authority  to  the  effect  that 
mental  suffering  is  an  element  of  damages  in  an  action  for  maliciously 
seizing  exempt  property  on  attachment.*  In  cases  of  wrongful  seizure 
some  statutes  provide  for  the  recovery  of  double  or  treble  the  value 
of  the  property  seized.*  It  has  been  held  that  judgment  for  the  value 
of  property  claimed  as  exempt  but  sold  on  execution,  cannot  be  sus- 
tained where  the  proof  shows  that  some  of  the  property  levied  upon 
had  been  released,  and  it  is  not  shown  that  the  value  of  the  released 
property  did  not  reach  the  limit  of  the  exemption  given  by  statute.^ 

20.  Note:  75  Am.  Dee.  651.  4.  Lynd  v.  Picket,  7  Minn.  184,  82 

1.  Winstead  v.  Hicks,  135  Ky.  164,  Am.  Dec.  79;  Friel  v.  Plumer,  69  N. 
121  S.  W,  1018,  135  A.  S.  R.  446.       H.  4C6,  43  Atl.  618,  76  A.  S.  R.  190. 

Note:  75  Am.  Dee.  652.  6.  Friel  v.  Plumer,  69  N.  H.  498,  43 

2.  Note:  75  Am.  Dec.  652,  653.  Atl.  618,  76  A.  S.  R.  190. 

3.  Lynd  v.  Picket,  7  Minn.  184,  83  As  to  allowance  for  damages  for 
Am.  Dec.  7fl  and  note;  Cronfeldt  v.  mental  suffering  under  aggravated  cir- 
Arrol,  50  Minn.  337,  53  N.  W.  857,  cumstancea  generally,  see  Daiuobs, 
36  A.  S.  R.  648.  vol.  8,  p.  531,  533. 

Note :  75  Am.  Dee.  653.  6.  Note :  75  Am.  Dee.  646,  647. 

See  generally,  Daiuobs,  vol.  8,  p.  7.  Watson  v.  Lederer,  11  Colo.  577, 

585  et  seq.,  as  to  when  exemplaiy  dam-  19  Pae.  329,  7  A.  S.  R.  2^  1  LJLA. 

ages  may  be  allowed.  854. 
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Bee  AssioHHKirrs,  vol.  2,  p.  606;  CoKSTrrcnoKAL  Law,  vol.  tS,  pp.  308,  316; 
Duds,  vol.  8,  p.  1063;  Discknt  and  DisnoBinioir,  voL  9,  p.  133. 
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IV.  Ezaminatioii  and  Compensation  of  Witnesses 

6L  Direet  EzMnination 

62.  Cross-Exammation  of  Experts 

63.  Cro&s-Examination  of  Moaexperts 

64.  Rebuttal 

65.  Compensation 

I.  Introdtjcjtory 

1.  Scope  of  Article. — This  title  is  largely  self-definitive.  Certainly 
the  terms  "expert  testimony"  and  "opinion  evidence"  have  a  suffi- 
ciently explicit  significance  in  legal  terminology  to  dispense  with  the 
necessity  of  stating  affirmatively  the  scope  of  an  article  expressly 
devoted  to  the  discussion  of  such  evidence.  At  least  it  seems  unneces- 
sary in  this  connection  to  say  more  than  that  this  article  consists  of 
a  general  treatment  of  opinions,  expert  and  nonexpert,  as  evidence, 
as  distinguished  from  mere  uncertainty  of  statement  or  recollection 
in  testifying  as  to  the  existence  of  facts,  which  goes  either  to  the  weight 
of  the  evidence,'  or  to  the  first  general  qualification  to  testify  in  any 
capacity  whatever.'  It  may  be  well,  however,  to  suggest  thnt  by 
"opinion  evidence"  is  meant  opinions  declared  from  the  witness 
stajad,  as  distinguished  from  those  extrajudicially  expressed,  which 
may  or  may  not  be  admissible  accordingly  as  they  do  or  do  not  come 
within  some  one  or  more  of  the  so-called  exceptions  to  the  rule  against 
hearsay  *  It  is  true  that  to  this  conception  of  opinion  evidence  must 
be  added  scientific  opinions  expressed  in  standard  compilations;  but 
these  are  discussed  herein  solely  because  of  their  close  relation  in  the 
matter  of  practice  to  the  proper  subject  in  hand.  Otherwise  they  are 
remitted  to  other  articles.*  Physical  examination  of  the  person  in  con- 
nection with  expert  testimony  is  also  excluded  from  treatment  here.* 
Finally,  it  should  be  remembered  that  this  article  primarily  purports 
to  treat  only  of  general  rules  and  principles,  and  that  while  it  con- 
tains copious  illustrations  of  their  application,  it  does  not  dispense 
with  the  necessity  of  recourse  to  more  specific  tities  in  a  search  for 
applications  of  the  general  principles  to  particular  matters.* 

2.  Opinion  Evidence  Defined  and  Distinguished. — Opinion  evidence, 
as  the  term  is  used  in  the  law,  means  testimony  that  the  witness,  or 
some  other  person,  is  of  opinion  that  some  fact  pertinent  to  the  case 

1.  See  EviDEKCE,  voL  10,  par.  192.  ExAunTATioir. 

AqcI  see  Trial,  as  to  strUdng  evidence.  6.  See  such  articles  as  Coukter- 

2.  See  WrrNESSES.  ieiting,  vol.  7,  p.  918;  Criminal  Law, 

3.  See  Admissions  and  Declara-  vol.  8,  pp.  190,  207  et  seq.;  Food, 
TioNs,  vol.  1,  p.  467;  Evidbncb,  vol.  post;  Forgkrt;  Insanity;  Inbur- 
10,  par.  132  et  seq.  ance;   Intoxicating   Liquors;  etc. 

4.  See  Evidence,  vol.  10,  par.  365  As  to  the  eompeteney  of  a  witness  to  a 
•t  seq.;  Judicial  Notice.  will  upon  bo  issue  of  the  testator*! 

6.  See  Inspection  and  Fhtsioal  insanity,  see  Wilu. 
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exists,  -which  testimony  is  offered  to  prove  the  existence  of  that  fact. 
If  under  the  issues  joined  in  the  case  the  holding  of  a  certain  opinion 
or  belief  by  some  person  is  itself  a  relevant  fact,  proof  that  he  holds 
or  has  expressed  such  opinion  is  diiect  and  not  opinion  evidence.  The 
opinion  itaelf,  and  not  the  truth  of  the  fact  believed,  may  often  be 
pertinent  to  the  issues;  as  in  cases  where  the  issue  is  one  of  good  faith 
or  of  reasonable  or  justifiable  conduct,  or  where  the  issue  is  as  to  some 
person's  mental  soundness,  and  his  adherence  to  absurd  or  impossible 
opinions  is  shown.  In  such  cases  it  is  permissible  to  prove  that  he 
held  the  opinion  in  question,  in  cases  involving  the  question  of  good 
faith  or  justification,  by  his  own  testimony,  or  on  an  issue  of  sanity, 
by  his  declarations.'  Similarly,  on  a  prosecution  for  provoking  a 
breach  of  the  peace  by  carrying  a  red  flag  in  a  parade,  it  was  held 
proper  to  prove  that  the  people  of  the  community  regarded  a  red 
flag  as  a  symbol  of  anarchy  and  treason.^  The  distinction  stnted  is 
the  same  as  that  required  to  be  made  in  defining  hearsay.  If  the 
question  at  issue  is  the  sanity  of  a  certain  man,  and  evidence  is  intro- 
duced that  he  declares  himself  to  be  the  Emperor  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte, the  evidence  is  not  hearsay,  for  it  is  not  offered  to  prove  the 
truth  of  the  facts  declared.  On  the  contrary,  the  court  takes  judicial 
notice  of  the  falsity  and  absurdity  of  the  statement,  and  admits  his 
holding  and  expression  of  that  opinion  as  direct  proof  of  the  unsound- 
ness of  his  mind.'  There  is  another  class  of  what  may  be  loosely  called 
opinion  evidence.  A  witness  may  sometimes  state  his  testimony  as 
an  opinion,  meaning  thereby  only  that  his  observation  was  not  per- 
fectly clear  or  his  memory  absolutely  certain.  The  law  cannot  reason- 
ably require  absolute  certainty  of  observation  or  statement;  and  if 
the  witness  states  facts  from  his  observation,  according  to  his  best 
recollection  or  his  best  belief  as  to  what  he  saw  or  heard,  the  testi- 
mony may  be  admitted,  with  its  qualiflcation,  to  be  judged  of  by  the 
jury."   If,  however,  the  testimony  is  mere  conjecture,  it  should  be 

7.  Herring  v.  Skaggs,  62  Ala.  180,  664;  Yerkes  v.  Nortbera  Pae.  R.  Co., 
34  Am.  Rep.  4;  Watson  v.  Chesire,  112  Wis.  184,  88  N.  W.  33,  88  A.  S. 
18  la.  202,  87  Am.  Dec.  382;  Boody  R.  961. 
V.  Henry,  113  la.  462,  85  N.  W.  771,  Note:  21  A.  8.  R.  314. 
53  L.R.A.  769:  McCarthy  v.  Boston  8.  People  y.  Bunnan,  164  Mich. 
&  L.  R.  Corp.,  148  Mass.  550,  20  N.  150,  U7  N.  W.  589,  25  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
E.  182,  2  L.R.A.  608;  Tasker  v.  Stan-  251. 

ley,  153  Mass.  148,  26  N.  E.  417,  10  9.  See  Evidence,  vol.  10,  par.  132 
L.R.A.  468;  Moore  v.  Davis,  49  N.  H.  et  seq.,  as  to  hearsay. 
45,  6  Am.  Rep.  460;  Kerrains  v.  10.  Printup  v.  Mitchell,  17  Ga.  558, 
People,  60  N.  Y.  221,  19  Am.  Rep.  63  Am.  Dee.  258;  People  v.  Jennings, 
158;  Cassidy  v.  Uhlmann,  163  N.  Y.  252  III.  534,  96  N.  E.  1077,  43  LJt.A. 
380,  57  N.  E.  620,  79  A.  S.  R.  596;  (N.S.)  1206;  State  v.  Costner,  127 
State  v.  Kent,  4  N.  D.  577,  62  N.  W.  N.  C.  566,  37  S.  E.  326,  80  A.  S.  R. 
631,  27  L.R.A.  686;  Bailard  v.  Bur-  809;  State  v.  Morrow,  63  Wash.  297, 
ton,  64  Vt.  387,  24  AtL  769, 16  Lil.A.  115  Pae.  161,  Ann.  Caa.  19I2D  670. 
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excluded.'*  In  determining  the  admissibility  of  such  qualified  testi- 
mony^  much  must  be  trusted  to  the  discretion  of  the  trial  judge.  A 
typical  illustration  of  this  class  of  evidence  is  the  identification  of  a 
person  by  his  voice.  Evidently  such  an  identification  is  based,  not 
on  any  course  of  reasoning  or  inference,  but  on  the  direct  evidence  of 
the  senses,  and  it  has  often  been  held  admissible,  though  usually 
regarded  as  less  reliable  and  certain  than  a  recognition  made  by  the 
eyesight."  So  also  testimony  of  a  witness  as  to  distance,  the  lapse  of 
time,  the  speed  of  vehicles,  etc.,  can  rarely  be  given  with  mathematical 
exactness;  but  the  fact  that  the  witness  may  give  his  testimony  the 
form  of  an  estimate  or  expression  of  opinion  makes  it  no  less  admis- 
sible as  direct  evidence  of  an  observed  fact"  A  witness  of  ordinary 
intelligence  may  testify  upon  such  matters  as  the  settUng  or  heaving 
of  the  ground  or  a  floor,  of  the  inclination  of  a  post,  or  the  variation 
in  diameter  of  a  growing  tree.  Height  and  depth,  length  and  breadth, 
size,  shape,  quantity,  weight,  odor,  flavor,  and  color,  dsu'knesa  and  light 
and  shade,  cold  and  heat,  opacity  and  transparency,  dampness  and 
dryness,  roughness  and  smoothness,  brightness  and  dullness,  sound- 
ness and  decay,  speed,  force,  time,  noise,  direction  and  distance,  are 
among  the  things  which,  in  most  circumstances,  men  in  general  may 
testify  about,  and  about  which  they  may  make  comparisons,  although 
their  ideas,  tastes  and  standards  may  differ,  and  their  comparisons  be 
crude,  if  not  odious.  The  value  of  such  testimony  can  fairly  be 
gauged  by  cross^amination.'* 

II.  Opinion  Evidbncb  Gbnerallt 
Qeneral  RxUe  of  ExclxLsion 
3.  Rule  Stated. — Opinion  evidence  in  its  proper  sense     is  admie- 

11.  Grahlman  v.  Chicago,  St.  &  K.  74;  Wolfe  v.  Ives,  83  Conn.  174,  76 
C.  R.  Co.  78  la.  564,  43  N.  W.  629,  Atl.  526,  19  Ann.  Cas.  752  and  note 
5  L.RJV.  813;  Hovey  v.  Chase,  52  Me.  relating  to  estimates  of  the  speed  of 
304,  83  Am.  Dec.  514;  Newmark  v.  automobiles;  Baldwin  v.  Parker,  99 
Liverpool  &  L,  Fire  &  Life  Ins.  Co.,  Mass.  79,  96  Am.  Dec.  697;  Gardner 
30  Mo,  160,  77  Am.  Dec.  608;  United  v.  Metropolitan  St.  R.  Co.,  223  Mo. 
States  Tel.  Co.  v.  Wenger,  55  Pa.  St.  389,  122  S.  W.  1068,  18  Ann.  Cas. 
262,  93  Ant.  Dec.  751.  1166  and  note  (this  case  and  note  eon- 

12.  Mack  T.  State,  54  Fla.  65,  44  tain  a  full  discussion  of  this  topic ) ; 
So.  706,  14  Ann.  Cas.  78  and  note,  13  Eastman  v.  Amoskeag  Mfg.  Co.,  44  N- 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  373  and  note;  People  v.  H.  143,  82  Am.  Dec.  201;  State  v. 
Jennings,  252  111.  534,  96  N.  E.  1077,  Shinbom,  46  N.  H.  497,  88  Am.  Dec. 
43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1206;  State  v.  Van-  224;  Ward  v.  Charleston  City  Ry.  Co., 
ella,  40  Mont.  326,  106  Pac  364,  20  19  S.  C.  521,  46  Am.  Rep.  794;  Lamb 
Ann.  Cas.  398  and  note.  v.  Southern  Ry.,  86  S.  C.  106,  67  S. 

13.  PoUock  V.  Gantt,  69  Ala.  373,  44  E.  968, 138  A.  S.  R.  1030. 

Am.  Rep.  519;  Cofer  v.  Seroggins,  98  14.  Lincoln  v.  Central  Vermont  R. 

Ala.  342,  13  So.  115,  39  A.  S.  R.  54;  Co.,  82  Vt.  187,  82  AO.  821,  137  A. 

Gallatin  t.  Coming  Irr.  Co.,  163  Cal.  S.  R.  998.  And  see  infra,  par.  19  st  M. 

405,  126  Pae.  864,  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  16.  Bee  sapn,  par.  2;  intra,  par.  7. 
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sible  only  under  some  exception  to  tlie  general  law  of  evidence.  By 
the  system  established  for  tlie  trial  of  causes  in  the  Anglo-Saxon  law, 
witnesses  are  commonly  permitted  to  testify  only  to  concrete  facts 
which  they  have  perceived  by  the  use  of  their  senses.  It  is  for  the 
jury  to  detemiine  the  truth  as  to  the  evidential  facts  from  the  testi- 
mony of  the  witnesses,  and  to  draw  the  conclusion  deducibie  from 
such  evidential  facts  by  the  exercise  of  their  own  judgment  and 
reasoning  powers.**  As  to  conclusions  upon  matters  within  the  scope 
of  common  knowledge  and  experience,  the  jury  is  a  tribunal  well 
fltted  to  perform  this  task.  To  permit  a  witness  to  state  to  the  jury 
his  opinions  as  to  the  conclusions  to  be  drawn  from  the  concrete 
facts  which,  he  has  observed  would  be  to  invade  the  peculiar  province 
of  the  jury;  and  therefore  conclusions  of  that  character  are  universally 
excluded.^^  Thus,  a  question  is  improper  if  it  requires  the  witness 
to  judge  of  t^e  probative  effect  of  a  fact,  as,  for  example,  whether 


.  16.  Ventress  v.  Smith,  10  Pet.  161,  Cray  v.  State,  134  On.  416,  68  S.  E. 

9  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  382;  Donnell  t.  Jones,  62,  20  Ann.  Cas.  101;  Auld  v.  South- 

13  Ala.  490, 48  Am.  Dec.  SO;  Alabama  em  R.  Co.,  136  Oa.  266,  71  S.  E.  426, 

Great  Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Brown,  140  37  L.R.A.(N.S.)  618;  Dallas  v.  Sell- 

Oa.792,79S.E.lU3,Ann.Ca8.1915A  era,  17  Ind.  479,  79  Am.  Deo.  489; 

1159;  Simmons  t.  New  Bedford,  etc.,  Indianapolis  Traction  &  Terminal  Co. 

Steamboat  Co.,  97  Mass.  361.  03  Am.  v.  Kidd,  167  Ind.  402,  79  N.  E.  347, 

Dee.  90;  Furbnsh  v.  Maryland  Casual-  10  Ann.  Gas.  942, 7  LJt.A.(N.S.)  143 ; 

ty  Co.,  131  Mich.  231,  91  N.  Vf.  ISi,  Adams  v.  Main,  3  Ind.  App.  232,  29 

100  A.  S.  R.  605;  State  v.  Vines,  03  N.  E.  792,  50  A.  S.  R.  266;  McMahon 

N.  C.  493,  63  Am.  Rep.  466;  Hartford  v.  Dubuque,  107  la.  62,  77  N.  W.  517, 

Protection  Ins.  Co.  v.  Harmer,  2  Ohio  70  A.  S.  R.  143;  Speer  v.  Speer,  148 

St.  452,  59  Am.  Dec.  684;  Hufni«le  la.  6, 123  N.  W.  176, 140  A,  S.  R.  268, 

V.  Delaware  &  Hudson  Co.,  227  Pa.  27  L.RJl.(N.S.)  294;  Erb  v.  Popritz, 

St  476,  76  Atl.  205, 19  Ann.  Cas.  850,  59  Kan.  264,  52  Pac.  871,  68  A.  S.  R. 

40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  982;  Murphy  v.  Pond  362;  Tucker  v.  State,  89  Md.  471,  43 

dn  Lac,  23  Wis.  365,  99  Am.  Dec.  181.  Atl.  778,  44  Atl.  1004,  46  L.R.A.  181; 

And  see  infra,  par.  12  and  13.  Cook  v.  Johnston,  58  Mich.  437,  25 

17.  Moses  v.  State,  88  Ala.  78,  7  So.  N.  W.  388,  66  Am.  Rep.  703;  Kelley 

101, 16  A.  S.  R.  21;  Brinkley  v.  State,  v.  Detroit,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  80  Mich.  237, 

89  Ala.  34,  8  So.  22,  18  A.  S.  R.  87-,  45  N.  W.  90,  20  A.  S.  R.  514;  State 

Gnnter  v.  State,  111  Ala.  23,  20  So.  v.  Nevada  Cent.  R.  Co.,  28  Nev.  186, 

632,  66  A.  S.  R.  17;  Ashford  v.  Ash-  81  Pac.  99,  113  A.  S.  R.  834;  Ameri- 

ford,  13G  Ala.  631,  34  So.  10,  96  A.  can  Soda  Fountain  Co.  v.  Hoffue,  17 

S.  R.  82;  Western  Union  Tel.  Co.  v.  N.  D.  375,  116  N.  W.  339,  17  L.R.A. 

Merrill,  144  Ala.  618,  39  So.  121,  113  (N  S.)  1113;  Baltimore,  etc.,  R.  Co. 


A.  S.  R.  66;  Layton  v.  Campbell,  155 
Ala.  220,  46  So,  775,  130  A.  S.  R,  17; 
Weller  &  Co.  v.  Camp,  169  Ala.  275, 
62  So.  929,  28  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1106; 
Davis  T.  Gounecticut  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  168 
Cat  766,  112  Pao.  649,  32  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  604;  Keener  v.  State,  18  Oa. 
194,  63  Am.  Dee.  269;  Hawkins  v. 
flute,  25  Oa.  207,  n  Am.  Dec.  1C6; 
Central  R.  Co.  v.  Goodwin,  120  Qa. 
S3, 47  S.  E.  641, 1  Ann.  Gas.  806;  Me- 


T.  Schultz,  43  Ohio  St.  270,  1  N.  E. 
324,  54  Am.  Rep.  805;  Miller  v.  State, 
9  Okla.  Crim.  255, 131  Pac.  717,  L.R.A. 
1915A  1088;  San  Antonio  &  A.  P.  R. 
Co.  V.  Long,  87  Tex.  148,  27  S.  W.  113, 
47  A.  S.  R.  87, 24  L.R.A.  637;  Western 
Union  Tel.  Co.  v.  Mitchell,  91  Te^.  454, 
44  S.  W.  274,  66  A.  S.  R.  906,  40 
L.R.A.  209 ;  Berger  v.  Kirby,  106  Tex. 
611,  153  S.  W.  1130,  61  LJLA.(NA) 


182. 


Note:  71  Am.  Dee.  638. 
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bo  knows  of  anything  pointing  to  the  guilt  of  anyone  other  than 
the  accused,'^  or  whether  he  has  discovered  any  evidence  connecting 
the  accused  with  the  crime/*  or  whether  he  said  anything  which 
led  another  person  to  believe  be  was  going  to  execute  a  certain  instru- 
ment,** or  whether  be  ever  admitted  to  anyone  that  certain  land 
did  not  belong  to  him.'  Nor  may  the  witness  be  allowed  to  give 
his  conclusion  as  to  matters  exposed  to  the  view  of  the  jury  and 
as  to  which  the  jury  is  fully  capable  of  forming  their  own  opinion ; 
as,  whether  a  photograph  in  evidence  resembles  Uie  witness.*  Still 
more  repugnant  to  our  law  of  evidence  is  the  witness's  mere  unsup- 
ported supposition  or  belief  as  to  some  fact  in  controversy,*  his  opinion 
on  a  question  of  law  or  on  that  which  involves  a  question  of  law,*  or 

18.  Prince  Btate,  100  Ala.  144, 14  eomb  t.  Houston  &  T.  C.  R.  Co.,  96 
So.  409,  46  A.  S.  R.  28.  Tex.  5,  64  S.  W.  923,  93  A.  S.  R.  804, 

19.  TUleiy  v.  State,  24  Tex.  App.  55  L.R.A.  869}  DeWald  v.  Ingle,  31 
251,  5  S.  W.  842,  6  A.  S.  R.  882.  Wash.  616,  72  Pac.  469,  96  A.  S.  R. 

20.  Burlingame  v.  Rowland,  77  Cal.  927. 

315,  19  Pac  526,  1  LJI.A.  829.  4.  Winter  v.  Stock,  29  Cal.  407,  89 

1.  Watrous  v.  Moirison,  33  Fla.  261,  Am.  Dec.  67;  Parker  t.  Otis,  130  Cal. 
14  So.  805,  39  A.  S.  R.  139.  The  cor-  322,  62  Pae.  671,  927,  92  A.  S.  R.  56; 
rectness  of  this  roling  seems  extremely  Re  Pepper,  158  Cal.  619, 112  Pac.  6^, 
doubtful.  31  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1092;  Ditch  v.  West- 

2.  Filer  t.  Smith,  96  Mich.  347,  55  era  Nat.  Bank,  79  Md.  192, 29  Atl.  72, 
N.  W.  999,  35  A.  S.  R.  603.  138,  47  A.  S.  R.  375,  23  Lr.A.  164; 

3.  The  Nereide,  9  Cranch  388,  3  U.  Newell  v.  Wright,  3  Allen  (Mass.)  166, 
S.  (L.  ed.)  769;  Cameron  v.  State,  14  80  Am.  Dec.  62;  Scammell  t.  China 
Ala.  546,  48  Am.  Dee.  Ill;  Porker  v.  Mat.  Ins.  Co.,  104  Mass.  341,  41  N.  K. 
Mise,  27  Ala.  480,  62  Am.  Dee.  776;  649, 49  A.  S.  R.  462;  Mclsaae  v.  North- 
Bessemer  Land  &  Improvement  Co.  v.  ampton  Electric  Lighting  Co.,  172 
Campbell,  121  Ala.  60,  25  So.  793,  77  Mass.  89,  51  N.  E.  524,  70  A.  S.  R. 
A.  S.  R.  17;  Fort  v.  State,  62  Ark.  244;  Parrot  v.  Mexican  Cent.  R.  Co., 
180,  11  S.  W.  959,  20  A.  8.  R.  163;  207  Mass.  184,  93  N.  E.  590, 34  L.R.A. 
Gardner  v.  State,  90  Ga.  310, 17  S.  E.  (N.S.)  261;  Michigan  S.,  etc.,  R.  Co. 
86,  35  A.  S.  R.  202;  Hamilton  v.  Jos.  McDonough,  21  Mich.  165,  4  Am. 
Sohlitz  Brewing  Co.,  129  la.  172,  105  Rep.  466;  Ward's  Cent.  &  P.  Lake  Co. 
N.  W.  438, 2  L.RJ\..(N.S.)  1078;  Amd  v.  Elkins,  34  Mich.  439,  22  Am.  Rep. 
V.  Aylesworth,  145  la.  186,  123  N.  644;  Mathews  v.  St  Louis  ft  S.  F.  R. 
W.1000,29L.R.A.(N.S.)  638;Sfareve.  Cd„  121  Mo.  208,  24  S.  W.  591,  26 
port  V.  Schalsinger,  113  La.  9,  36  So.  L.R.A.  161 ;  Frey  t.  Drahos,  6  Neb. 
870,  2  Ann.  Cas.  69;  Hammatt  v.  1,  29  Am.  Rep.  353;  Ex  parte  Clark, 
Emeraon,  27  Me.  308,  46  Am.  Dee.  20  N.  J.  L.  648,  45  Am.  Dee.  394; 
698:  Tall  v.  Baltimore  Steam  Packet  Brackenridge  v.  Clari^,  91  Tex.  SZJ^ 
Co.,  90  Md.  248,  44  AU.  1007,  47  44  S.  W.  819,  43  LJt.A.  693;  Idaho 
L.R.A.  120;  Willner  T.  Silverman,  109  Forwarding  Co.  Fireman's  Fund 
Md.  341,  71  Atl.  962, 24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  Ins.  Co.,  8  Utah  41,  29  Pac.  826,  17 
896;  Reid  v.  Ladoe,  66  Mich.  22,  32  L.RA.  686;  North  Point  Consolidated 
N.  W.  916, 11  A.  S.  R.  462;  Cleveland  Irrigation  Co.  Utah  Canal  Co.,  16 
ft  T.  v.  R.  Co.  V.  Marsh,  63  Ohio  St  Utah  246,  52  Pac.  168,  67  A.  S.  R. 
236, 58  N.  E.  821, 52  L.R.A.  142;  Miles  607,  40  L.R.A.  851 ;  Maukin  v.  Jones, 
V.  Stevens,  3  Pa.  St  21,  45  Am.  Dec.  63  W.  Va.  373, 60  S.  E.  248, 16  L.R.A, 
621;  State  v.  Stockman,  82  S.  C.  388,  (N.S.)  214;  Green  v.  Ashland  Water 
64  S.  E.  595,  129  A.  S.  R.  888;  Lips-  Co.,  101  Wis.  258,  77  N.  W.  722,  70 
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the  opinion  expressed  by,  or  shown  by  the  actions  of,  some  person  not 
a  witness.'  Even  the  dying  declarations  of  the  victim  of  a  homicide, 
while  admissible  in  so  far  as  they  are  statements  of  fact,  are  not  gen- 
erally admissible  as  to  mere  opinions  or  conclusions  which  the  dying 
person  may  have  expressed,  as,  for  instance,  that  the  accused  bad  or 
did  not  have  any  provocation  for  his  acts.'  And  the  same  thing  is 
true  as  to  declarations  which  would  have  been  admissible  as  res  gestse, 
if  they  had  been  statements  of  fact^ 

4.  Rule  Applied  to  Understanding  of  Obscure  Statements. — A 
common  illustration  of  the  exclusion  of  a  conclusion  of  fact  is  of  the 
witness's  understanding  as  to  who  was  referred  to  in  a  conversation 
or  writing  the  subject  of  which  is  not  directly  named,^  or  what  an- 
other person  meant  by  obscure  statements.*  In  such  a  case  the  wit- 
ness may  state  any  facts  known  to  him  which  serve  to  identify  the 
person  or  to  throw  light  on  the  meaning  of  the  words,  but  it  must 
be  left  to  the  jury  to  draw  the  inference  with  the  light  afforded  by 
such  facts.*®  S*tin  less  may  the  witness  state  his  impression  as  to  the 
meaning  or  intention  when  the  words  are  perfectly  plain.**  But  in 
an  action  for  failure  of  telephone  service,  the  plaintiff  was  allowed 
to  give  his  understanding  of  a  conversation  with  the  defendant's  man- 
ager concerning  an  alleged  forfeiture  of  the  right  to  the  service  for 
nonpayment  of  duos,**  Actions  for  libel  and  slander  have  been  held 
to  furnish  an  exception  to  this  rule.   Since  the  injury  done  by  a 

A.  S.  R.  911,  43  L.R.A.  117;  Ziemer  Pac.  471,  122  Pac.  588,  Ann.  Caa. 

V.  C.  G.  Bretting  Mfg.  Co.,  147  Wis.  1913E  218  and  note. 

262,  133  N.  W.  139,  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  Notes:  86  A.  S.  R.  649-652  ;  66 

1275.    See  also  infra,  par.  22.  L.R.A.  375-381.  See  Admissions  and 

6.  Re  Loucks,  160  Cal.  551, 117  Pac.  Declarations,  vol.  1,  p.  533. 

673,  Ann.  Caa,  1913A  868;  Frink  v.  7.  Dunn  v.  Chicago,  R.  I.  &  P.  R. 

Southern  Esp.  Co.,  82  Oa.  33,  8  S.  E.  Co.,  130  la.  580,  107  N.  W.  616,  8 

862,  3  L.R.A.  482;  Bush  v.  McCarty  Ann.  Cas.  226,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  452. 

Co.,  127  Ga.  308,  56  S.  E.  430,  9  Ann.  Note:  42  L.R.A.(N.S.)  938.  See 

Caa.  240;  Speer  v.  Speer,  146  la.  6,  Evidence,  vol.  10,  par.  157  et  acq. 

123  N.  W.  176,  140  A.  S.  R.  268,  27  8.  McCray  v.  State,  134  Ga.  416,  68 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  294  and  note;  Orroji  v.  S.  E.  62,  20  Ann.  Cas.  101. 

Com.  Ins.  Co.,  21  Pick.  (Mass.)  456,  9.  Lawson  v.  Com.,  160  Ky.  180,169 

32Ara.  Dec.  271;  People  V.Sharp,  107  S.  W.  587,  L.R.A.1916D  972;  Marey 

N.  Y.  427,  14  N.  E.  319,  1  A.  S.  R.  v.  Stone,  8  Cush.  (Mass.)  4,  54  Am. 

851;  Enos  v.  St.  Paul  Fire  &  Marine  Dee.  736  and  note;  Hibbard  v.  Russell, 

Ins.  Co.,  4  S.  D.  639,  57  N.  W.  919,  16  N.  H.  410,  41  Am.  Dec.  733. 

46  A.  S.  R.  796;  Brown  v.  Odill,  104  10.  Snell  v.  Snow,  13  Mete.  (Mass.) 

Tenn.  250,  56  S.  W.  840,  78  A.  8.  R.  278,  46  Am.  Dec.  730;  Dennison  v. 

914,  52  L.R.A.  660.  Daily  News  Pub.  Co.,  82  Neb.  675, 118 

6.  Boyle  v.  SUte,  105  Ind.  469,  6  N.  W.  568,  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  362. 

N.  E  203,  55  Am.  Rep.  218;  House  v.  11.  Nelms  v.  State,  13  Stnedes  &  M. 

State,  P4  Miss.  107, 48  So.  3,  21  L.R.A,  (Miss.)  600,  53  Am.  Dec.  94. 

(N.S.)  840  and  note;  Wairen  v.  State,  12.  Vinson  v.  Soutbem  Bell  Tele- 

9  Tex.  App.  619,  35  Am.  Rep.  745;  phone,  etc.,  Co.,  (Ala.)  66  So.  100, 

Hollywood  V.  State,  19  Wvo.  493,  120  Ii.R.AJ91fiC  450. 
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Ubeloua  statement  depends  upon  the  effect  which  the  words  have  pro- 
duced in  the  minds  of  the  hearers,  and  since  the  most  malicious 
slanders  may  be  couched  in  obscure  statements  or  insinuations,  it  is 
held  in  most  of  the  cases  that  the  understanding  as  to  the  meaning  of 
the  words,  and  the  person  to  whom  they  referred,  of  those  who  beard 
or  read  them,  may  be  put  in  evidence;^'  but  the  cases  are  not  in 
full  accord  on  this  point. The  opinion  of  a  witness  that  the  purpose 
of  the  publication  was  to  injure  the  character  of  the  person  named  is 
not  admissible.'* 

S.  General  Limitations  on  Role  of  Ezdusion^In  the  practical 
administration  of  justice  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  admit  a  class 
of  evidence  from  nonexperts,  which  is  usually  spoken  of  as  opinion 
evidence,  though  it  is  in  reality  describing  the  observed  facts  in  the 
only  way  in  which  they  can  be  described  intelligibly.  This  occurs 
when  the  facts  perceived  by  the  senses  are  so  numerous  and  subtle  as 
to  make  it  difficult  or  impossible  adequately  to  describe  them  to  the 
jury,  and  the  conclusion  or  inference  is  so  simple  and  so  well  within 
the  range  of  common  experience,  that  the  witness  can  relate  what  he 
has  seen  more  accurately,  as  well  as  more  easily,  by  stating  his  con- 
clusion than  by  attempting  to  detail  the  evidential  facts.  A  typical 
instance  of  this  is  e\*ideDce  that  a  certain  person  appeared  to  be  intox- 
icated. The  rigid  exclusion  of  any  inference  on  the  part  of  the  wit- 
ness would  require  him  to  describe  in  detail  the  actions  and  appear- 
ance of  the  person  without  stating  his  conclusion.  Still  simpler  cases 
are  the  manifestations  of  joy,  fear,  anger  or  pain,  obser\'«3  by  the 
witness.  And  by  analogy  this  exception  has  been  extended  so  as  to 
admit  the  conclusion  of  nonexperts  as  to  a  person^s  sanity  or  insan- 
ity.'*  It  has  also  been  extended  so  as  to  allow  a  bank  officer  to  testify, 
from  the  course  of  business  of  his  bank,  that  a  check  had  been  paid." 
Theoretically  this  exception  does  not  violate  the  general  rule  excluding 
the  conclusions  of  witnesses,  since  it  is  but  stating  in  the  only  prac- 

13.  Russell  V.  Kelly,  44  Cal.  641, 13  v.  Daily  News  Pub.  Co.,  82  Neb.  675, 
Am.  Rep.  169;  Hawks  v.  Patton,  18  118  N.  W.  568,  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  362; 
Qa.  52,  63  Am.  Dec.  266;  Miller  v.  VaoVechten  v.  Hopkins,  5  Johns  (N. 
Butler,  6  Cush.  (Mass.)  71,  62  Am.  Y.)  211,  4  Am.  Dec.  339;  Mayoard  v. 
Dec.  768  and  note;  Mauk  V.  Brundage,  Beardsley,  7  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  560,  22 
68  Ohio  St.  89,  67  N.  E.  152,  62  L.R.A.  Am.  Dec.  595;  Pittsburgh,  etc.,  R.  Co. 
477;  State  v.  Mason,  26  Ore.  273,  38  v.  MeCurdy,  114  Pa,  St.  554,  8  AU. 
Pac.  130,  46  A.  S.  R.  629,  26  L.RA.  230,  60  Am.  Rep.  363.  See  generaUy, 
779;  Knapp  t.  Fuller,  55  Vt.  311,  45  Libel  and  Slander. 

Am.  Rep.  618.  15.  Soloman  v.  American  Mercan- 

Note:  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  364-369.       tile  Exchange,  93  Me.  436,  45  Atl.  510, 

14.  Soloman  t.  American  Mercan-  74  A.  S.  R.  366. 

tile  Exchange,  93  Me.  436,  45  Atl:  610,     16.  See  infra,  par.  28. 

74  A.  S.  R.  366;  Snell  v.  Snow,  13     17.  Lilly   v.   Hamilton   Bank  of 

Meto.  (Mass.)  278,  46  Am.  Dec.  730;  New  York,  178  Fed.  53,  102  C.  C.  A, 

Callahan  t.  Ingram,  122  Mo.  355,  26  1,  29  LJl.A.(N.S.)  668. 

S.  W.  1020,  43  A.  S.  R.  583;  Denniaon 
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ticable  and  intelligible  manner  what  the  witiiess  has  seen  or  heard. 
It  has  sometimes  been  called  a  shorthand  rendering  of  the  facts.** 
How,  it  is  argued,  can  a  witness  describe  the  weight,  of  a  horse,  or  his 
strength,  or  his  value?  Will  any  description  of  the  wrinkles  of  the 
face,  the  color  of  the  hair,  the  ton^  of  Uie  voice,  or  the  elasticity  of 
step,  convey  to  a  jury  any  very  accurate  impression  as  to  the  age  of 
the  person  described?  And  so,  also,  in  the  investigation  of  mental 
and  psychological  conditions ;  because  it  is  impossible  to  convey  to  the 
mind  of  another  any  adequate  conception  of  the  truth  by  a  recital 
of  visible  and  tangible  appearances;  because  you  cannot,  from  the 
nature  of  the  case,  describe  emotions,  sentiments  and  afifections  which 
are  really  too  plain  to  admit  of  concealment,  but  at  the  same  time 
are  incapable  of  description; — the  opinion  of  the  observer  is  admissible 
from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  and  witnesses  are  permitted  to  S£^  of 
a  person,  "he  seemed  to  be  frightened;"  "he  was  greatly  excited;" 
"he  was  much  confused;"  "he  was  agitated;"  "he  was  pleased;"  "he 
was  angry."  All  these  emotions  are  expressed  to  the  observer  by 
appearances  of  the  countenance,  the  eye,  and  the  general  manner  and 
bearing  of  the  individual;  appearances  which  are  plainly  enough 
recognized  by  a  person  of  good  judgment,  but  which  he  cannot 
otherwise  communicate  than  by  an  expression  of  results  in  the  shape 
of  an  opinion.^*  But  with  the  extent  to  which  the  admission  of  such 
evidence  has  been  carried,  it  undoubtedly  does  constitute  a  consider- 
able exception  to  the  general  rule.  Under  it  are  admitted  the  opinions 
of  nonexpert  witnesses  as  to  the  mental  and  physical  soundness  of 
persons,  their  reputation  and  conduct,  the  emotions  manifested  by 
their  acts,  their  handwriting  and  footprints,  the  behavior  and  value 

18.  Thornton  v.  State,  113  Ala.  43,  Pike,  49  N.  H.  399,  6  Am.  Rep.  533, 
21  So.  356,  59  A.  S.  R.  97;  Adler  v,  ovemiled  on  another  point  by  Hardy 
Pruitt,  169  Ala.  213,  63  So.  315,  32  v.  Merrill,  56  N.  H.  227,  22  Am.  Rep. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  889;  Central  of  Georgia  441;  Taylor  v.  Secnrity  L.,  etc.,  Co., 
R.  Co.  v.  Jones,  170  Ala.  611,  64  So.  145  N.  C.  383,  59  S.  B.  139,  13  Ann. 
509,  37  L.R.A.(N.S.)  588;  Atwood  v.  Cas.  248,  15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  583;  Gra- 
Atwood,  84  Conn.  169,  79  Atl.  69,  37  ham  v.  Pennsylvania  Co.,  139  Pa.  149, 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  591;  Bennett  v.  Meehan,  21  Atl.  151,  12  L.R.A.  293;  Com.  v. 
83  Ind.  566,  43  Am,  Rep.  78  (bow  Eyler,  217  Pa.  St.  512,  66  Atl.  746,  10 
many  acres  would  be  benefited  by  a  Ann.  Caa.  786,  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  639 
proposed  public  ditch) ;  Carthage  and  note;  State  v.  Stockman,  82  S.  C. 
Turnpike  Co.  v.  Andrews,  102  Ind.  388,  64  N.  E.  595,  129  A.  8.  R.  888; 
138,  1  N.  E.  364,  52  Am.  Rep.  653;  Knapp  v.  Fuller,  65  Vt.  311,  45  Am. 
Stephenson  v.  State,  110  Ind.  358,  11  Rep.  618;  Kunst  v.  Grafton,  67  W.  Va. 
N.  E.  360,  59  Am.  Rep.  216;  Withey  20,  67  S.  E.  74,  26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1201; 
V.  Pere  Marquette  R.  Co.,  141  Mioh.  Schultz  v.  Frankfort  Marine  Accident, 
412,  104  N.  W,  773, 113  A.  S.  R.  533,  etc..  Ins.  Co.,  151  Wis.  537, 139  N.  W. 
7  Ann.  Cas.  57,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  352;  386, 43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  520. 
Whittier  V.  Franklin,  46  N.  H.  23,  88  19.  Hardy  v.  MerriU,  56  N.  H.  227, 
Am.  Dec.  85 ;  State  v.  Shinboro,  46  22  Am.  Rep.  441. 
N.  H.  497,  88  Am.  Deo.  224:  State  v. 
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of  animals,  the  speed  and  action  of  machines,  and  many  other  topics 
where  it  is  not  possible  or  practicable  to  put  fully  before  the  jury 
the  facts  on  which  the  opinion  is  based. ^'^  In  simple  cases,  such  as 
that  of  intoxication,  the  witness  may  be  permitted  to  state  directly 
that  the  man  in  question  was  drunk  or  sober,  leaving  the  observed 
facts  on  which  he  bases  this  conclusion  to  be  brought  out  on  cross- 
examination  ;  but  if  the  case  is  at  all  complex  and  the  conclusion  one 
that  calls  for  the  exercise  of  judgment  and  reflection,  as  an  opinion 
in  regard  to  one's  sanity  or  insanity,  the  witness  is  generally  required 
first  to  state  the  evidential  facts,  the  facts  of  observation,  before  he 
may  give  his  opinion  as  to  the  fact  inferred.^  So,  the  examination 
of  the  nonexpert  by  a  hypothetical  question  based  on  the  evidence 
of  other  witness^  is  clearly  inadmissible.'  And  that  the  conclusion 
must  not  involve  a  conclusion  of  law  is  a  rule  as  clearly  applicable 
to  the  testimony  of  nonexperts  as  to  that  of  experts.*  The  competency 
of  the  nonexpert  consists  chiefly  of  his  having  obser\'ed  the  fact^ 
sufficiently  to  enable  him  to  form  a  reliable  opinion,*  and  the  question 
is  largely  one  of  discretion  for  the  trial  court.*  But  it  has  been  held 


20.  Baltimore,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Schultz,  Ala.  157,  14  So.  685,  46  A.  S.  R.  33; 

43  Ohio  St.  270,  1  N.  E.  324,  54  Am.  Prentis  v.  Bates,  93  Mich.  234,  53  N. 

Rep.  805.  W.  163,  17  L.R.A,  494;  Farber  v. 

1.  Burney  v.  Torrey,  100  Ala.  157,  Missouri  Pac.  Ry.  Co.,  116  Mo.  81,  22 
14  So.  685,  46  A.  S.  R.  33;  Higgin-  S.  W.  631,  20  L.R.A.  350;  Clark  v. 
botham  v.  State,  42  Fla.  573,  29  So.  State,  12  Ohio  483,  40  Am.  Dec.  481; 
410,  89  A'.  S.  R.  237;  Carthage  Turn-  Verrone  v.  Rhode  Island  Suburban  B. 
pike  Co.  V.  Andrews,  102  Ind.  138,  1  Co.,  27  R.  I.  370,  62  Atl.  512,  114  A. 
N.  E.  364,  52  A.  S.  R.  653;  Prentis  v.  S.  R.  41;  Atkins  v.  SUte,  119  Tenn. 
Bates,  93  Mieh.  234,  53  N.  W.  153,  17  458,  105  S.  W.  353,  13  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
L.R.A.  494;  Clark  v.  State,  12  Ohio  1031;  In  re  Christensen,  17  Utah  412, 
483,  40  Am.  Deo.  481;  Baltimore,  etc.,  53  Pae.  1003,  70  A.  S.  R.  794,  41 
R.  Co.  V.  Schultz,  43  Qhio  St.  270,  54  L.R.A.  504;  Duthey  v.  State,  131  Wis. 
Am.  Rep.  805;  Auld  v.  Cathro,  20  N.  178,  lU  N.  W.  222,  10  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
D.  461,  128  N.  W.  1025,  Ann.  Cas.  1032. 

1913A  90,  32  L.R.A.(N.S.)  71;  Jones  Note:  38  L.R.A.  728-733. 

v.  Fuller,  19  S.  C.  66,  46  Am.  Rep.  5.  Pratt  v.  North   German  Lloyd 

761.  Steamship  Co.,  184  Fed.  303,  106  C. 

2.  Estate  of  Dolbeer,  149  Cal.  227,  C.  A  445,  33  L.R.A.(N.S.)  532;  Fort 
86  Pac.  695,  9  Ann.  Cas.  795;  Chicago,  v.  State,  52  Ark.  180, 11  S.  W.  959,  20 
etc.,  R.  Co.  V.  Heidenreieh,  254  III.  231,  A.  S.  R.  163;  Grand  Lodge  Indepen- 
98  N.  E,  567,  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  266;  dent  Order  of  Mut.  Aid  v.  Wieting,  168 
State  V.  Peel,  23  Mont.  358,  59  Pac.  III.  408,  48  N.  E.  59,  61  A.  S.  R.  123; 
169,  75  A.  S.  R.  529;  Beardslee  v.  Col-  Estate  of  Qoldthorp,  94  la.  336,  62  N. 
umbia  Tp.,  188  Pa.  St.  496,  41  Atl.  W.  845,  58  A.  8.  R.  400 ;  State  v.  Rum- 
617,  68  A.  S.  R.  883;  Morae  v.  Craw-  ble,  81  Kan.  16, 105  Pac.  1,  25  L.R.A. 
ford,  17  Vt.  499,  44  Am.  Deo.  340.  (N.S.)  376;  State  v.  Crowe,  39  Mont. 

Note:  38  L.R.A  739.  174,  102  Pae.  579,  18  Ann.  Cas.  643; 

3.  Rnnyan  v.  Priee,  16  Ohio  St.  1,  Auld  v.  Cathro,  20  N.  D.  461,  128  N. 
86  Am.  Dee.  459.  W.  1025,  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  90,  32 

4.  Pollock  V.  Gantt,  69  Ala.  373,  44  L.RJl.(N.S,)  7L 
Am.  Rep.  519;  Burney  t.  Torrey,  100 
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thai  such  testimony  is  incompetent  if  baskl  solely  upon  matters 
themselves  excluded  by  statute.* 

6.  Conclusions  Distinguisheid  from  Composite  Facts. — ^As  a  rule  a 

witness  may  testify  directly  to  a  composite  fact,  though  in  a  sense 
his  testimony  may  be  the  result  of  his  conclusion  from  other  facfs.^ 
But  the  objection  that  proposed  testimony  states  a  conclusion  only  is 
sometimes  pushed  to  a  captious  extreme,  and  the  courts  have  often 
been  obliged  to  distinguish  between  statements  which  are  really  con- 
clusions and  those  which  state  facts  of  a  composite  nature.  Thus 
ownership  and  possession  are  facts,  though  sometimes  deducible  from 
other  facts.  While  the  rulings  on  such  questions  have  not  always 
been  consistent,  the  true  solution  seems  to  be  that  it  is  a  matter  for 
the  practical  discretion  of  the  trial  court.  If  the  ownership  of  some 
piece  of  land  or  of  a  chattel  comes  into  the  case  incidentally  and  is 
not  of  apparent  importance,  the  simplest  and  most  satisfactory  method 
is  to  permit  the  witness  to  state  the  fact  as  he  knows  it,  and  leave  the 
ground  of  his  belief  to  be  developed  by  cross-examination  if  it  is 
relevant;  *  but  if  the  question  of  title  is  the  question  at  issue,  or  is  a 
disputed  fact  of  vital  importance,  it  is  better  to  confine  tiie  witness 
strictly  to  the  evidential  facts  of  which  he  has  knowledge,  and  not 
permit  him,  even  in  form,  to  assume  the  office  of  the  trier.*  As  to 
personalty,  the  general  rule  seems  to  be  that  the  witn^  may  testify 
directly  to  its  ownership  even  where  that  is  the  question  in  issue. 
There  are,  however,  cases  to  the  contrary,  especially  where  the  ques- 
tion in  the  particular  case  is  more  than  usually  complex.*'*  Similarly, 
direct  testimony  may  be  received  as  to  whether  a  certain  person  was 

6.  In  re  Ooldthorp,  94  la.  336,  62  Am.  Dec.  442;  Hunnieutt  v.  Higgin- 
N.  W.  845,  58  A.  S.  R.  400.  botham,  138  Ala.  472,  35  So.  469,  100 

7.  Alabama  G.  S.  R.  Co.  v.  Frazier,  A.  S.  R.  45;  Nolan  v.  Nolan,  155  Cal. 
93  Ala.  45,  9  So.  303,  30  A.  S.  R.  28;  476,  101  Pac.  620, 133  A.  S.  R.  99,  17 
Gallagher  v.  Williamson,  23  Cal.  331,  Ann.  Cas.  1056;  Mathews  v.  Living- 
83  Am.  Dec.  114;  Pennsylvania  Co.  v.  ston,  86  Conn.  263,  85  Atl.  529,  Ann. 
Marion,  123  Ind.  415,  23  N.  E.  973,  Cas.  1914A  195;  Olaon  v.  O'Connor,  9 
18  A.  S.  R.  330,  7  L.R.A.  687;  Indian-  N.  D.  604,  84  N.  W.  359,  81  A.  S.  R. 
apolis  St.  R.  Co.  V.  Haverstick,  35  Ind.  595, 

App.  281,  74  N.  E.  34,  111  A.  S.  R.  9.  Dxmlap  v.  Berry,  4  Scam.  (III.) 

163;  In  re  Goldthorp,  94  la.  336,  62  327  39  Am.  Dec.  413;  Kirkpatrick  v. 

'^•y-  ^'.^  \'J\^-J^?J  Clark,  132  III.  342,  24  N.  E.  71,  22  A. 

y  S«>tt  106  la.  203,  76  N.  W  717,  68  g.  r.  '53I,  8  L.R.A.  511. 

A.  S.  R.  293;  Prosser  v.  Montana  j    ^             Emannel  German 

Central  R.  Co.,  "Mont  372  43  P^^^^  ^^^^^  ^  O^,^  4^3 

a,  3«  L.R.A  814;  Simm^^^^^^  ^          ^  J  j912C  659  and  note. 

r  r  %  i9  S  E  502  ^Ts  R  ^-           ^8  Neb.  675,  111 

?60;  W^t  v^n:H^^^^  N.  W.  589,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  289  and 

119,  18  K.  W.  760,  50  Am.  Rep.  350.  note. 

Notes:  86  A.  S.  R.  649  et  sen.:  38  Carney  v.  Hennessey.  74  Conn.  107, 

L.R.A.  727  ;  56  L.R.A.  375-381;  23  49  Atl.  910,  62  A.  S.  R.  199.  53  L.R.A, 

LJC.A.(N.S.)  380  et  seq.  699,  admits  the  qnestion,  "Who  mads 

8.  Nelnn  T.  Ivenon,  24  Ala.  9,  60  use  o£  the  Undf"  Watrous  v.  Morri- 
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in  possession  of  land,^*  whether  he  made  a  certain  sale  or  agreement,** 
whether  be  held  a  certain  o£Qce,*'  whether  he  had  certain  auibority 
and  was  charged  with  certain  duties  in  his  employmeDt,^^  or  whether 
a  certain  man  and  woman  lived  together  as  man  and  wife,  and  that 
he  held  her  out  as  his  wife,**  though  it  has  been  held  that  whether* 
the  witness  married  a  certain  person  involved  a  conclusion,  where 
only  a  common  law  marriage  was  claimed.*'  Similarly,  it  is  held 
that  the  witness  may  testify  directly  as  to  whether  he  is  wholly 
dependent  on  a  certain  person  for  support,*'  whether  he  would  have 
forwarded  a  message  if  it  had  been  delivered  to  him,*^  whether  a 
homicide  was  committed  without  any  cause,**  whether  a  certain 
object  near  the  highway  was  likely  to  frighten  horses,'*  or  to  what 
extent,  by  percentage,  an  elevator  was  used  for  passengers,  though 
the  conclusion  is  not  based  on  any  specific  data,*  but  not  whether  a 
man  furnished  his  family  with  a  suitable  place  in  which  to  live.* 

Expert  Opinions 

7.  In  General. — It  is  evident  that  deductions  from  observed  facts 
must  often  be  necessary,  which  require  scientific  or  specialized  knowl- 
edge or  experience  and  for  which  the  general  common  sense  and  prac- 
tical experience  of  the  jury  are  inadequate.  The  untrained  layman 
would  be  unfit  to  decide  what  condition  of  bodily  or  mental  health 
or  disease  is  indicated  by  a  recital  of  obscure  and  unusual  ^mptoms; 
still  less  would  he  be  able  to  form  a  reasonable  opinion  as  to  ihe 
propriety  of  the  medical  treatment  given,  or  the  probable  continu- 
ance of  the  disability.  A  jury  of  country  farmers  could  not  estimate 
the  value  of  a  city  lot  by  a  physical  description  of  it,  and  such  illus- 

son,  33  Fla.  261y  14  So.  805,  39  A.  674,  41  L.R.A.(N.S.)  663. 

S.   R.   139,   exeludes   the   question     15.  Bynon  v.  State,  117  Ala.  80,  23 

whether  the  witness  has  had  "aetnal  So.  640,  67  A.  S.  R.  163. 

open  and  notorious  possession"  since     16.  Bcrger  v.  Kirby,  105  Tex.  611, 

a  certain  time.  153  S.  W.  1130,  51  L.R.A.(N.S.)  182. 

12.  Walter  v.  Sperry,  86  Conn.  474,  17.  Mnlhall  v.  Fallon,  176  Mass.  266, 
85  Atl.  739,  44  L.R.A.(N.S.)  28;  Odlin  57  N.  E.  386, 79  A.  S.  R.  309,  64  L.R.A. 
V.  Gove,  41  N.  H.  465,  77  Am.  Dec  934. 

773;  Durlacher  v.  Frazer,  8  Wyo.  68,  18.  Western  Union  Tel.  Co.^.  Mit- 
55  Pac.  306,  80  A.  8  .R.  918.  ehell,  91  Tex.  454,  44  S.  W.  274,  66 

13.  State  V.  Haskins,  109  la.  656,  A.  S.  R.  906,  40  LJ2.A.  209. 

80  N.  W.  1063,  77  A.  S.  R.  560,  47  19.  House  v.  State.  94  Miss.  107,  48 
L.R.A.  223.  So.  3,  21  L.R.A.(N.S.)  840  and  note. 

14.  Western  Stone  Co.  t.  Muscial,  20.  Heinmiller  v.  Winston  Bros.,  131 
196  HI.  382,  63  N.  E.  664,  89  A.  S.  R.  la.  32,  107  N.  W.  1102,  U7  A.  S,  R. 
325;  Eureka  Block  Coal  Co.  v.  Wells,  405,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  150. 

29  Ind.  App.  1,  61  N.  E.  236,  94  A.  S.     1.  Wihnarth  v.  Pacifie  Mutual  Life 
R.  259 ;  Olson  v.  O'Connor,  9  N.  D.  Ins.  Co.,  168  Cal.  536,  143  Pae.  780, 
504,  84  N.  W.  369,  81  A.  S.  R.  595;  Ann.  Caa.l915B  1120. 
Union  Bank  &  Trust  Co.  v.  Long  Pole     2.  Dallas  v.  Sellers,  17  Ind.  479,  79 
Lumber  Co.,  70  W.  Ya.  558,  74  S.  E.  Am.  Dee.  489. 
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tratioQS  might  be  indefinitely  multiplied.  From  such  situatioDfl  arises 
the  necessity  of  admitting  in  evidence  the  opinion  of  experts.*  An 
expert  may  also  testify  to  general  scientific  facts  or  doctrines  which 
are  pertinent  to  elucidate  the  facts  in  issue/  but  not  to  general  theories 
which  have  only  a  remote  and  conjectural  application  to  the  facts  of 
the  case,*  nor  in  contradiction  of  positive  t^timony  as  to  the  actual 
facts.*  It  may  be  stated  as  a  general  proposition  tiiat  there  are  two 
classes  of  cases  in  which  ex]>ert  testimony  as  to  the  facts  is  admissible. 
To  the  one  class  belong  those  cases  in  which  the  conclusions  to  be 
drawn  by  the  jury  depend  on  the  existence  of  facts  which  are  not  com- 
mon knowledge  and  which  are  peculiarly  within  the  knowledge  of 
men  whose  experience  or  study  enables  them  to  speak  with  authority 
upon  the  subject.  If,  in  such  cases,  the  jury,  with  all  the  facts  before 
them,  can  form  a  conclusion  thereon,  it  is  their  sole  province  to  do  so. 
In  the  other  class  we  find  those  cases  in  which  the  conclusions  to  be 
drawn  from  the  facts  stated,  as  well  as  knowledge  of  the  facts  them- 
selves, depend  on  professional  or  scientific  knowledge  or  skill  not  with- 
in the  range  of  ordinary  training  or  intelligence.  In  such  cases  not 
only  the  facts,  but  the  conclusions  to  which  they  lead,  may  be  testified 
to  by  qualified  experts.  The  distinction  between  these  two  kinds  of 
testimony  is  apparent.  In  the  one  instance  the  facts  are  to  be  stated 
by  the  experts  and  the  conclusion  is  to  be  drawn  by  the  jury;  in  the 
other,  the  expert  states  the  facts  and  gives  his  conclusion  in  the  form 
of  an  opinion  which  may  be  accepted  or  rejected  by  the  jury.  If  the 
knowledge  of  the  experts  consists  in  descriptive  facts  which  can  intel- 
ligently be  communicated  to  others  nojt  familiar  with  the  subject,  tiie 
case  belongs  to  the  first  class.  If  the  subject  is  one  as  to  which  ex- 
pert skill  or  knowledge  can  be  communicated  to  others  not  versed  in 
the  particular  science  or  art  only  in  the  form  of  reasons,  arguments 

3.  Transportation  Line  v.  Hope,  95  R.  Co.,  43  Ore.  26,  72  Pac.  594,  99  A. 

U.  S.  297,  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  477;  Con-  S.  R.  710,  62  L.R.A.  543;  Travis  v. 

gress,  etc.,  Spring  Co,  v.  Edgar,  99  Brown,  43  Pa.  St.  9,  82  Am.  Dec.  540. 

U.  S.  645,  25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  487;  Con-  Notes:  66  Am.  Dec.  228;  Ann.  Cas. 

neeticut  Mut  Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  Lathrop,  1912D  819. 

Ill  U.  S.  612,  4  S.  Ct.  533,  28  U.  S.  4.  Emerson  v.  Lowell  GasUght  Co., 

(L.  ed.)  536;  Plinn  v.  Prairie  County,  6  Allen  (Mass.)  146,  83  Am.  Dec.  621; 

60  Ark.  204,  29  S.  W.  459,  46  A.  S.'R.  Kaczmarek  v.  Gender  Paeschke,  etc., 

168,  27  L.R.A.  669;  In  re  Toomes,  54  Co.,  148  Wis.  46, 134  N.  W.  348,  Ann. 

Cal.  509,  35  Am.  Rep.  83;  Ausmus  v.  Cas.  1913A  1139,  44  L.R.A.(N.S.)  779. 

People,  47  Colo.  167,  107  Pae.  204,  19  See  infra,  par.  19  et  seq. 

Ana.  Cas.  491;  Doster  v.  Brown,  25  5.  Goken  v.  Dallugge,  72  Neb.  16,  99 

Ga.  24,  71  Am.  Dec.  153;  Alabama  N.  W.  818, 101  N.  W.  244,  103  N.  W. 

Great  Southern  R.  Co.  v.  MeKenzie,  287, 9  Ann.  Cas.  1222;  State  v.  Maioni, 

139  Oa.  410,  77  S.  E.  647,  45  UR.A.  78  N.  J.  L.  339,  74  Atl.  526,  20  Ann. 

(N.S.)  18;  Com.  v.  Rogers,  7  Mete  Cas.  204  and  note. 

(Mass.)  600,  41  Am.  Dee.  458;  Finn  6.  Crooks  v.  Tazewell  Coal  Co.,  263 

V.  Cassidy,  165  N.  T.  584,  59  N.  E.  III.  343,  105  N.  £.  132,  Ann.  Cas. 

3U,  53  hJ3..A.  877:  Seott  v.  Astoria  191SC  304. 
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or  opinions,  then  it  belongs  to  the  second  class.^  The  admissibility  of 
expert  testimony  is  for  the  court,  while  its  weight  is  for  the  jury.^ 

8.  Competency  of  Witness. — The  test  to  be  applied  in  determining 
the  competency  of  a  witness  to  testify  as  an  expert^is  implied  in  the 
definition  of  expert  evidence.*  He  must  have  acquired  such  special 
knowledge  of  the  subject  matter  about  which  be  is  to  testify,  either  by 
study  of  the  recognized  authorities  on  the  subject  or  by  practical  ex- 
perience, that  he  can  give  the  jury  assistance  and  guidance  in  solving 
a  problem  to  which  their  equipment  of  good  judgment  and  average 
knowledge  is  inadequate.^*  If  he  can  qualify  under  this  test  he  may 
testify,"  otherwise  not."  The  question  is  largely  one  of  judicial  dis- 
cretion, and  the  appellate  court  will  not  order  a  new  trial  for  error  in 
passing  on  the  qualifications  of  a  proposed  expert  witness,  unless  the 
error  is  clear  and  involves  a  misconception  of  the  law ;    but  if  the  ml- 

7.  Dougherty  v.  Milliken,  163  N.  Y.  Fairley  v.  Smith,  87  N.  C,  367,  42  Am. 
527,  57  N.  E.  757,  79  A.  S.  U.  608.  Uep.  522;  Duntley  v.  Inman,  42  Ore. 

8.  Miller  v.  State,  9  Okla.  Crim.  255,  334,  70  Pac.  529,  59  L.R.A.  785;  Carr 
131  Pac.  717,  L.R.A,1915A  1088.  See  v.  Northern  Liberties,  35  Pa.  St.  324. 
infra,  par.  16,  as  to  weight  of  opinion  78  Am.  Dec.  342;  Fraim  v.  National 
evidence.  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  170  Pa.  St.  151,  32  Ati. 

9.  See  supra,  par.  2.  613,  50  A.  S.  R.  753;  Norfolk  &  Ports- 

10.  In  re  Toomes,  54  Gal.  509,  35  mouth  Traction  Co.  v.  Ellington,  108 
Am.  Rep.  83;  Doster  v.  Brown,  25  Ga.  Va.  246,  61  S.  E.  779, 17  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
24,  71  Am.  Dee.  153;  People  v.  Jen-  117. 

nings,  252  111.  534,  96  N.  B.  1077,  43  13.  Congress,  etc..  Spring  Co.  v.  Ed- 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  1206;  Ohio  &  I.  Torpedo  gar,  99  U.  S.  645,  25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
Co.  V.  Fishbum,  61  Ohio  St.  608,  56  487;  Chateaugay  Ore  &  Iron  Co.  v. 
N.  E.  457,  76  A.  S.  R.  437;  Seattle  &  Blake,  144  U.  S.  476, 12  S.  Ct.  731,  36 
M.  R.  Co.  V.  Roeder,  30  Wash.  244,  70  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  510;  Stewart  v.  Sloss- 
Pac.  498,  94  A.  S.  R.  864.  Sheffield  Steel  &  Iron  Co.,  170  Ala. 

Note:  66  Am.  Dee.  228.  544,  54  So.  48,  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  815 

11.  Humboldt  Lumber  Manufaetur-  and  note;  State  t.  Main,  69  Conn, 
ers  Ass'n  v.  Christopherson,  73  Fed.  123,  37  Atl.  80,  61  A.  S.  R.  30,  36 
239,  44  U.  S.  App.  434,  19  C.  C.  A.  L.R.A.  623;  Parsons  v.  Litchfield 
481,  46  L.B.A.  264;  Pearson  v.  Zehr,  County  Hospital,  80  Conn.  525,  69 
138  III.  48,  29  N.  E.  854,  32  A.  S.  R.  Atl.  352,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1038?  Jen- 
113;  St.  Louis  S.  W.  R.  Co.  t.  Elgin  ney  Electric  Co.  t.  Branham,  145  Ind. 
Condensed  Milk  Co.,  175  HI.  557,  51  314,  41  N.  E.  448,  33  L.R.A.  396;  Isen- 
N.  E.  911, 67  A.  S.  R.  238;  Hammond  hour  v.  State,  157  Ind.  517,  62  N.  E. 
V.  Woodman,  41  Me.  177,  66  Am.  Dec.  40,  87  A.  S.  B.  228;  Eureka  Block  Coal 
219;  Potter  v.  Grand  Trunk  Western  Co.  v.  Wells,  29  Ind.  App.  1,  61  N.  E. 
R.  Co.,  167  Mich.  216, 121  N.  W.  808,  236,  94  A.  S.  R.  259;  SViyette  t.  Ches- 
22  L.RJ\..(N.S.)  1039;  Miller  v.  State,  terville,  77  Me.  28,  52  Am.  Bep.  741; 
9  Okla.  Crim.  Bep.  255,  131  Pac.  717,  State  v.  Thompson,  80  Me.  194,  13 
L.R.AJ1915A  1088;  Com.  t.  Wireback,  Ati.  892,  6  A.  S.  B.  172;  Com.  t. 
190  Pa.  St.  138,  42  Atl.  542,  70  A.  S.  Spencer,  212  Mass.  438,  99  N.  E.  266, 
R.  626.  Ann.  Cas.  1913D  562;  Tergy  v.  Helena 

12.  Budge  V.  Morgan's  L.  ft  T.  R.,  Light  ft  R.  Co.,  39  Mont  213,  102 
etc.,  Co.,  108  La.  349,  32  So.  535,  58  Pac.  310,  18  Ann.  Cas.  1201;  Bnms 
L.R.A.  333;  People  t.  Spooner  1  v.  Delaware  ft  A.  Telegraph  ft  Tele- 
Deaio  (N.  T.)  343,  43  Am.  Dee.  672;  phone  Co.,  70  N.  J.  L.  746,  50  AtU 
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ing  clearly  constitutes  an  error  of  law  it  may  give  cause  for  a  new 
trial.**  The  competency  of  the  proposed  witness  is  a  preliminary 
question  which  should  be  settled  before  he  is  allowed  to  testify.  Op-, 
posing  counsel  have  the  right  to  cross-examine  the  witness  to  the 
court  on  the- question  of  his  competency ;  it  is  error  to  refuse  them  this 
right  and  permit  only  a  cross-«xamination  to  the  jury  after  the 
direct  evidence  has  been  given.^'  In  matters  within  the  field  of  scien- 
tific knowledge  and  skill,  a  witness  who  has  gained  adequate  knowl- 
edge by  practical  experience,  rather  than  by  scientific  study,  may 
nevertheless  be  recognized  as  an  expert.**  This  rule  may  well  be  il- 
lustrated by  the  holding  that  a  woman  who  herself  was  a  mother  and 
who  testified  that  she  knew  the  difference  between  normally  and  pre- 
maturely born  children,  might  testify  that  a  certain  birth  was  prema- 
ture.*' An  exact  estimate  of  the  learning  and  skill  of  every  proposed 
expert  is  impracticable;  the  witness  need  not  be  at  the  very  top  of  his 
profession;  and  it  is  usually  held  that  any  person  whose  profession 
or  vocation  deals  with  the  subject  in  hand  is  entitled  to  be  heard  as 
an  expert,  leaving  the  value  of  his  evidence  to  be  tested  by  cross-ex- 
amination and  determined  by  the  jury.*^  It  is  sometimes  held  that 

220,  592,  67  L.R.A.  956:  Allen's  Ap-  (N.S.)  1039;  Greenfield  v.  People,  85 

peal,  99  Pa.  St.  196,  44  Am.  Rep.  101;  N.  Y.  75,  39  Am.  Rep.  636;  Piollet  v. 

Municipal  Court  of  Providence  v.  Kir-  Simmers,  106  Pa.  St.  95,  51  Am.  Rep. 

by,  28  R.  I.  287,  67  Atl.  8,  13  Ann.  496;  Harris  v.  Ogden  Steam  Laundry 

Cas.  736;  McCown  v.  Muldrow,  91  S.  Co.,  39  Utah  436,  117  Pac.  700,  Ann. 

C.  523,  74  S.  E.  386,  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  Cas.  1913E  96;  Bertha  Zinc  Co.  v. 

139;  Lincoln  v.  Central  Vermont  R.  Martin,  93  Va.  791,  22  S.  E,  869,  70 

Co.,  82  Vt.  187,  72  Atl.  821,  137  A.  L.R.A.  999. 

S.  R.  998;  Lane  Bros.  &  Co.  v.  Bauser-  Note:  63  L.R.A.  940. 

man,  303  Va.  146,  48  S.  E.  857,  106  17.  Bessemer  Coal,  Iron  &  Land  Co. 

A.  S.  R.  872;  Arrainius  Chemical  Co.  v.  Doak,  152  Ala.  166,  44  So.  627,  12 

V.  Landrum,  113  Va.  7,  73  S.  B.  46a,  L.R.A.(N.S.)  389. 

Ann.  Cas.  1913D  1075;  38  L,RA.  18.  Bessemer  Coal,  Iron  &  Land  Co. 

(N.S.)  272;  Northern  Supply  Co.  t.  t.  Doak,  152  Ala.  166,  44  So.  627,  12 

Wangard,  123  Wis.  1, 100  N.  W.  1066,  L.RJl.{N.S.)  389;  Von  Pollnits  v. 

107  A.  S.  R.  984.  State,  92  Ga.  16, 18  S.  E.  301, 44  A,  S. 

14.  Gennania  Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  Ross-  R.  72;  Alabama  Great  Sonthera  B. 

Lewin,  24  Colo.  43,  51  Pac.  488.  65  Co.  v.  McKenzie,  139  Ga,  410,  77  S. 

A.  S.  R.  215;  EmeiBon  v.  Lowell  Gas-  e.  647,45L.B.A.(N.S.)  18;  Carscallen 

light  Co.,  6  Allen  (Mass.)  146,  83  Am.  ^  ^oeur  D'Alene  &  St.  Joe  Transp. 

Dec.  621.                    .     .    «   «  Co.,  15  Idaho  444, 98  Pac.  622, 16  Ann. 

2ll  P^T  m  UMlHl  f^n  ^'  Northern  Pac.  B. 

215  Pa.  St.  681,  64  Atl.  774,  7  Ann.  j^j^^  j^g^  ^       ^  g^^^  24 

16.  Montgomery  v.  Gilmer,  33  Ala.  A.  S.  R.  194;  New  Orl^ns  J.  &  0 

116,  70  Am^^;  Pearson  v.  Zehr,  N.  R.  Co.  v.  Allbntton,  38  Mi^.  242, 

138  in.  48.  29  N.  E.  854,  32  A.  S.  R.  75  Am.  Dec.  98;  State  v.  Megorden,  49 

113;   Marey   v.   Bame^   16   Gray  Ore.  259,  88  Pac.  306,  14  Ann.  Cas. 

(Mass.)  161,  77  Am.  Deo.  405;  Potter  130;  Taylor  v.  Modem  Woodmen  of 

v.  Grand  Trunk  Western  R.  Co.,  157  America,  42  Wash.  304,  84  Pac.  867, 

Mich.  216,  121  N.  W.  808,  22  LJl-A.  7  Ann.  Cas.  607;  Tower  t.  Whip,  63 
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the  witness  must  have  had  some  practical  experience  with  the  particu- 
lar matter  in  controversy,  and  that  mere  study  of  the  theory  of  the 
.subject,  or  experimental  kiiowledge  of  a  general  kind,  is  insufficient.^* 
An  interesting  application  of  tiiis  rule  is  seen  in  the  holding  that  the 
treatment  of  a  disease  by  a  physician  of  one  medical  school  cannot  be 
passed  on  by  a  practitioner  of  anoUier  school.*^  But  the  question  of 
the  exercise  of  reasonable  skill  in  making  a  diagnosis  does  not  come 
within  the  rule.^  And  in  a  general  way  the  same  may  be  said  when  a 
physician  uses  mechanical  appliances,  though  more  strictly,  per- 
haps, the  physician,  in  such  a  case,  enters  the  field  of  mechanical 
treatment  and  science  and  hence  is  required  to  measure  up  to  its 
standard  of  skill  and  care.'  Moreover,  so  far  as  concerns  medical 
science,  this  rule  seems  to  be  applied  only  as  between  generally  recog- 
nized or  established  systems  or  schools.  Thus,  it  has  been  held  that 
the  fact  that  one  calls  himself  a  "magnetic  healer"  does  not  entitle 
him  to  have  his  negligence  measured  only  by  the  testimony  of  other 
magnetic  healers.*  And  though  a  general  practitioner  may  not  be 
qualified  to  testify  as  to  a  matter  within  one  of  the  special  branches 
of  his  profession,*  when  the  fact  under  investigation  is  of  a  narrow 
and  unusual  kind  it  would,  of  courae,  be  absurd  to  require  an  expert 
to  have  had  experience  with  exactly  identical  facts.*   One  will  not  be 

W.  Va.  158,  44  S.  B.  179,  63  LJCA.  denied  in  Isenhocr  v.  State,  157  Ind. 

937  and  note.  517,  62  N.  E.  40,  87  A.  S.  R.  228. 

19.  Puchs  V.  St.  Louis,  167  Mo.  620,  20.  Henslin  v.  Wheaton,  91  Minn. 

67  S.  W.  610,  57  L.R.A.  136;  Laing  219,  97  N.  W.  882,  103  A.  S.  R.  504, 

V.   United  New  Jersey   Railroad  &  1  Ann.  Caa.  19,  64  L.R.A.  126. 

Canal  Co.,  54  N.  J.  L.  576,  25  Atl.  409,  1.  Grainger  v.  Still,  187  Mo.  197, 

33  A.  S.  R.  682.  85  S.  W.  1114,  70  L.R.A.  49. 

Note:  12  A.  S.  R.  777.  2.  Henslin  v.  Wheaton,  91  Minn. 

In  Graney  v.  St.  Louis  I.  M.  &  S.  R.  219,  97  N.  W.  882,  103  A.  S.  R.  504, 

Co.,  157  Mo.  666,  57  S.  W.  276,  50  1  Ann.  Cas.  19,  64  L.R.A.  126;  Gniin- 

L.R.A.  153,  it  was  held  that  a  pro-  ger,  v.  Still,  187  Mo.  197,  85  S.  W. 

fessor  of  physics  of  twenty-tliree  years'  1114,  70  L.R.A.  49. 

experience  who  had  experimented  on  3.  Longan  v,  Weltmer,  180  Mo.  322, 

the  currents  of  air  produced  by  a  79  S.  W.  655,  103  A.  S.  R.  573,  64 

moving  train,  and  a  teacher  of  me-  L.R.A.  969. 

<'hanics  who  had  studied  the  prob-  See  infra,  par.  38,  as  to  skill  or  neg- 

lems  of  motion  and  force  and  the  op-  ligence  as  a  sabject  of  opinion  evi- 

eration  of  air  currents  for  thirty  years,  dence. 

could  not  state  their  opinion  as  to  the  4.  Emerson  v.  Lowell  Gaslight  Co., 

suction  produced  by  the  passing  of  a  6  Allen  (Mass.)  146,  83  Am.  Dec.  621. 

railway  train,  and  its  liability  to  draw  5.  Germania  Life  Ins.  Co.  t.  Ross- 

a  boy  standing  near  under  the  train,  Lewin,  24  Colo.  43,  51  Pac.  488,  65 

because  they  had  never  seen  or  read  of  A.  S.  R.  215;  Supreme  Tent  Knights 

a  similar  o«currence.    This  opinion  is  of  Maccabees  of  the  World  v.  Stens- 

quite  extreme  in  its  expressions  of  eon-  land,  206  111.  124,  68  N.  E.  1098,  99 

tempt  for  theoretical  and  scientific  A.  S.  R.  137;  State  t.  H^orden,  49 

opinion.  Ore.  259,  88  Pac.  306,  14  Ann.  Cas. 

That  experience  by  personal  obser-  130  and  note, 
vation  is  an  absolute  requiieinent  is 
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admitted  as  an  expert  with  no  other  qualification  than  that  be  has 
made  experiments  with  facts  similar  to  those  in  controversy  with  a 
view  to  testifying;*  but  if  he  is  in  fact  a  qualified  expert,  properly 
conducted  experiments  which  he  has  made  may  be.  detailed  to  the 
jury  in  support  of  his  opinion,'  unless  such  experiments  are  incompe- 
tent as  substantive  evidence,®  or  unless  they  are  unnecessary  and  de- 
signed merely  for  dramatic  effect.'  One  expert  may,  from  bis  own 
knowledge,  testify  to  another's  competency,***  though  the  contrary 
has  been  held  where  such  competency  was  the  matter  directly  in  issue 
to  the  jury.**  The  necessary  qualifications  to  entitle  one  to  testify 
as  to  particular  matters  are  discussed  elsewhere  herein  in  connection 
with  such  matters  as  subjects  of  expert  testimony.** 

9.  Conclusion  Based  on  Observed  Facts. — When  an  expert  has  no 
personal  knowledge  of  the  facts,  but  is  called  to  prove  the  scientific 
conclusion  deducible  from  the  facts  proved  by  other  witnesses,  the  exact 
state  of  fact  on  which  he  is  to  express  an  opinion  is  presented  to  him 
by  a  hypothetical  question.  But  when  his  testimony  is  not  given  in 
response  to  such  a  question,  he  must  first  be  shown  to  have  a  personal 
knowledge  of  the  facts  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  form  an  opinion 
entitled  to  weight  with  the  jury.**  It  is  usually  held  that  before  stat- 
ing his  conclusion  or  opinion  he  must  testify  to  the  facts  upon  which 
his  opinion  is  based.*^  But  in  a  few  cases  it  has  been  held  sufficient 
for  him  to  state  the  extent  of  his  knowledge  of  the  evidential  facts,  and 
then  give  his  opinion  as  to  the  ultimate  fact  or  conclusion,  leaving 
its  support  from  the  evidential  facts  to  be  deduced  by  a  later  direct 
or  cross-examination.**   According  to  these  cases,  when  facts  sought 


0.  Idbby  T.  Sehermaii,  146  HI.  540, 
34  N.  E.  801,  37  Ax  S.  R.  191;  State 
V.  Justus,  11  Ore.  178,"8  Pac.  337,  50 
Am.  Rep.  470. 

7.  State  v.  Nagle,  25  R.  I.  105,  64 
Atl.  1063,  105  A.  S.  R.  864  and  nota: 
Harris  v.  Ogden  Steam  Laundry  Co., 
39  Utah  436,  117  Pae.  700,  Ann.  Gas. 
1913E  96. 

As  to  experimental  tests  as  substan- 
tive evidence,  see  Evidence,  vol,  10, 
par.  187  et  seq. 

8.  Com.  V.  Tucker,  189  Mass.  457, 
76  N.  E.  127,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1056. 

9.  State  V.  Hyde,  234  Mo.  200,  136 
S.  W.  3X6,  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  191. 

10.  Thompson  v.  Ish,  99  Mo.  160, 12 
S.  W.  510, 17  A.  S.  R.  552. 

11.  See  infra,  par.  38. 

12.  See  infra,  par.  19  et  seq.. 

13.  IJiggins  V.  Los  Angeles  Gas,  etc., 
Co.,  159  Cal.  651,  115  Pac.  313,  34 
LJl.A.(N.S.)  717;  Yates  v.  State,  127 

R.  C.  L.  Vol.  XI.— 37.  K 


Oa.  813,  56  S.  E.  1017,  9  Ann.  Cas. 
620;  Foster-Milbum  Co.  v.  Chinn,  134 
Ky.  424,  120  S.  W.  364,  135  A.  S.  R. 
417,  34  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1137;  State  v. 
Megorden,  49  Ore.  259,  88  Pac.  306, 
14  Ann.  Cas.  130. 

14.  Raub  V.  Carpenter,  187  U.  S. 
159,  23  S.  Ct.  72,  47  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
119;  Stewart  v.  Sloss-Sheffield  Steel, 
etc.,  Co.,  170  Ala.  544,  54  So.  48,  Ann. 
Cas.  1912D  815;  Chandler  v.  Barrett, 
21  La.  Ann.  58,  99  Am.  Dec.  701; 
Hathome  v.  King,  8  Mass.  371,  5  Ain. 
Dec.  106;  Dickinson  v.  Barber,  9  Mass. 
225,  6  Am.  Dec.  58;  Clark  v.  State,  12 
Ohio  483,  40  Am.  Deo.  48L 

Notes:  66  Am.  Dec.  237;  39  L.R.A. 
309. 

15.  People  V.  Faber,  199  N.  Y.  256, 
92  N.  E.  674,  20  Ann.  Cas.  879,  and 
note  fully  reviewing  the  decisions  om 
both  sides  of  the  question. 
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to  be  proved  are  of  so  voluminous  or  complicated  a  character  that  their 
introductioD  would  occupy  much  time,  and  they  might  be  difiicult  to 
understand  by  themselves,  and  these  many  facts  are  to  be  proved  for 
the  purpose  of  drawing  a  conclusion  from  ihem,  the  court  may  permit 
a  witness  who  is  qualifled  upon  the  subject  of  investigation,  and  has 
made  the  investigation,  to  express  an  opinion  without  giving  the  de- 
tails on  which  the  opinion  rests.  Thus,  the  opinion  of  the  expert  as 
to  whether  a  building  is  finished  in  a  workmanlike  manner,  or  accord- 
ing to  certain  plans  and  specifications,  is  admissible  for  the  same 
reason  as  is  the  opinion  of  the  accountant  as  to  the  result  of  his 
examination  of  the  books  of  account.  The  opportunity  of  cross- 
examination,  and  the  presence  in  court  of  contract,  plan  and  specifi- 
cations, and  the  ability  of  the  opposing  party  to  examine  the  work 
done  and  test  the  sufficiency  of  the  opinion,  render  such  a  source 
of  evidence  practically  safe  against  misrepresentations.^'  In  some 
cases  expert  knowledge  is  needed,  not  merely  to  draw  the  proper  in- 
ference from  the  observed  facts,  but  correctly  to  appreciate,  observe, 
and  describe  the  facts  themselves.  Where  witnesses  of  proper  skill  and 
experience  have  formed  their  judgment  from  personal  examination 
of  the  subject  of  the  controversy,  their  opinions  are  generally  more 
worthy  of  confidence  than  those  elicited  by  hypothetical  questions, 
which  may  or  may  not  state  all  the  accidents  and  circumstances  neces- 
sary to  form  a  correct  conclusion." 

10.  Conclusion  Based  on  Facts  Stated  in  Hypothetical  Question. — 
When  the  expert  has  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  facts,  but  is  called 
to  state  the  conclusion  which  should  be  drawn,  according  to  his  knowl- 
edge and  experience,  from  the  facts  to  which  other  witnesses  have  testi- 
fied, a  series  of  somewhat  difficult  questions  arise.  The  evidential  facts 
are  usually  in  dispute;  neither  counsel  nor  witness  knows  what  the 
jury  will  find  to  be  the  actual  facts  proven,  and  the  witness  cannot  be 
allowed  to  give  an  opinion  based  on  hearsay  or  on  his  own  idea  of 
what  constitutes  evidence."  Nevertheless,  each  party  has  the  right  to 
lay  before  the  jury  the  scientific  inferences  properly  deducible  from  the 
facts  which  he  claims  to  have  proved,  subject  to  the  contingency  that 
the  jury  shall  find  such  facts  to  be  as  claimed.  Otherwise,  proving 
the  evidential  facts  would  be  of  no  avail,  since,  by  the  hypothesis  on 
which  all  expert  testimony  rests,  the  common  knowledge  and  expe- 
rience of  the  jury  are  not  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  inteipret  correctly 
the  facts  which  are  established.  The  solution  of  this  problem  which 
has  been  worked  out  by  the  courts  is  to  permit  counsel  to  put  to  the 
expert,  after  his  competency  has  been  established,  a  question  in  which 
the  things  that  counsel  claims  to  have  proved  are  stated  as  a  hypotb- 

16.  Sebsefer  v.  Ely,  84  Conn.  601,  491, 16  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  516. 

80  Atl.  775,  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  809.  18.  Foster  v.  Fidelity,  etc.,  Co.,  99 

17.  Morewood  v.  Enequist,  23  How.  Wis.  447,  76  N.  W.  69,  40  L.RJI.  833. 
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esis,  and  the  witness  is  asked  to  state  and  explain  the  conclusion 
which,  in  his  opinion,  results.  Then  if  the  jury  should  find  that  the 
facts  assumed  in  the  question  have  been  proved  by  the  evidence,  they 
may  use  the  technical  information  and  instruction  obtained  from  the 
expert  in  determining  the  ultimate  facts;  but  if  they  should  find  that 
the  facts  assumed  in  the  question  are  not  true,  then  of  course  the 
opinion  based  on  them  should  be  wholly  disregarded.'*  In  no  event 
should  expert  opinion  be  received  upon  immaterial  or  irrelevant  mat- 
ters, such  as  scientific  questions  not  related  to  any  issue  in  the  case,*** 
or  a  fact  wholly  outside  the  issues.*  Nor  will  an  opinion  be  admitted 
when  its  exclusion  is  demanded  by  controlling  considerations  of  public 
policy.  Thus,  it  is  held,  the  incapability  of  a  life  tenant,  of  a  settle* 
ment  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  a  woman  and  her  children,  if  she 
should  have  any,  to  bear  children,  cannot  be  established  by  medical 
testimony  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  settlor  and  life  beneficiary 
to  terminate  the  trust  and  thus  defeat  the  contingent  interest  of 
any  children  if  the  beneficiary  should,  in  fact,  have  any.* 

11.  Form  and  Predicate  of  Hypothetical  Question  Generally. — A 
hypothetical  question  on  which  the  opinion  of  an  expert  is  to  be  based 
must  include  only  such  facts  as  are  supported  by  evidence;  ^  but  it  may 
include  any  state  of  facts  which  the  evidence  tends  to  prove,  and 


19.  Estate  of  Dolbeer,  149  Cal.  227,  249,  126  N.  W.  737,  31  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

86  Pae.  695  9  Ann.  Cas.  795;  Rvan  v.  966. 

People,  50  Colo.  99,114  Pae.  306,  Ann.  Note:  39  L.R.A.  313  et  seq. 

Cas.  1912B  1232;  Jones  v.  Caldwell,  20  20.  Champ  v.  Com.,  2  Mete.  (Ky.) 

Idaho  5, 116  Pac.  110, 48  L.RA.(N.S.)  17,  74  Am.  Dec.  388. 

119;  Grand  Lodge  Independent  Order  1.  "Welch  v.  Carlueci  Stone  Co.,  215 

of  Mutual  Aid  v.  Wieting,  168  111.  408,  Pa.  St.  34,  64  Atl.  392,  7  Ann.  Cas. 

48  N.  E.  69,  61  A.  S.  R.  123;  Shaugh-  299. 

neasy  v.  Holt,  236  111.  485,  86  N.  E.  2.  Ricards  v.  Safe  Deposit,  etc.,  Co., 

256,  21  L.R.A.(N.S.)  826;  Guetig  v.  97  Md.  608,  66  Ati.  384,  63  LJl.A. 

State,  66  Ind.  94,  32  Am.  Rep.  99;  145. 

Hovey  v.  Chase,  52  Me.  304,  83  Am.  3.  Denver,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Roller,  100 

Dec.  514;  Russ  v.  Wabash  Western  R.  Fed.  738,  41  C.  C.  A.  22,  49  L.R.A. 

Co.,  112  Mo.  45,  20  S.  W.  472,  18  77;  Davidson  v.  Laughlin,  138  Cal. 

L.R.A.  823;  State  v.  Peel,  23  Mont.  320,  71  Pac.  345,  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  579; 

358,69  Pac.  169, 75  A.  S.  R.  529;  State  Porter  v.  Ritch,  70  Conn.  235,  39  Atl. 

V.  Crowe,  39  Mont.  174,  102  Pac.  579,  169,  39  L.R.A.  353;  Manatt  v.  Scott, 

18  Ann.  Cas.  643;  Hamblin  v.  State,  106  la.  203,  76  N.  W.  717,  68  A.  S.  R. 

81  Neb.  148,  115  N.  W.  850,  IG  Ann.  293;  Champ  v.  Com.,  2  Mete.  (Ky.) 

Cas.  569;  Hufnagle  v.  Delaware,  etc.,  17,  74  Am.  Dee.  388;  Baltimore,  etc., 

Co.,  227  Pa.  St.  476,  76  Atl.  205,  19  R.  Co.  v.  Dever,  112  Md.  296,  75  AU. 

Ann.  Cas.  850,  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  982;  352, 21  Ann.  Caa.  169,  26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

Keamer  v.  Charles  S.  Tanner  Co.,  31  712;  Wittenbei^  v.  Onsgard,  78  Minn. 

R.  I.  203,  76  Atl.  833, 29  L.RA..(N.S.)  342,  81  N.  W.  14,  47  LJI.A.  141;  Rusa 

537;  Fisher  v.  Travelers'  Ins.  Co.,  124  v.  Wabash  Western  R.  Co.,  112  Mo.  45, 

Tenn.  450,  138  S.  W.  316,  Ann.  Cas.  20  S.  W.  472, 18  L.R.A.  823;  Hieka  t. 

1912D  1246;  Quinn  v.  Higgins,  63  Citizens' R.  Co.,  124  Mo.  115,  27  S.  W. 

Wis.  664,  24  N.  W.  482,  53  Am.  Rep.  542,  25  L.R.A.  508;  Root  v.  Kansas 

305  and  note;  Oborn  v.  State,  143  Wis.  City  Southern  B.  Co.,  195  Mo.  348,  92 
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which  the  jury  might  reasonably  find  to  be  proven/  and  so  may  be 
predicated  upon  a  statement  of  the  facts  detailed  by  the  witnesses  for 
one  of  the  parties.*  It  need  not  include  all  the  facts  pertinent  to  the 
ultimate  issue ;  though,  of  course,  the  broader  the  predicate  the  more 
valuable  the  conclusion  may  be.^  But  it  must  embody  substantially 
all  the  facts  relating  to  the  particular  matter  as  to  which  an  expert 
opinion  is  sought  to  be  elicited,'  which  in  some  cases,  especially  where 
the  issue  is  insanity,  may  include  virtually  all  the  facts  in  the  ease,* 
and  the  trial  court  should  exclude  it  if  it  selects  or  presents  the  facts 
unfairly  or  omits  essential  facts  which  are  admitted  or  rendered  prac- 
tically certain  by  the  evidence.*  If  the  opposing  counsel  thinks  that 
facts  have  been  omitted  from  the  question  which  are  essential  to  form- 
ing a  conclusion,  his  remedy  is  to  put  those  additional  facts  before  the 
witness  on  cross-examination.'*  The  examining  counsel  is  not  con- 
fined to  a  single  hypothetical  question,  and  he  may  vary  the  questions 

S.  W.  621,  6  L.RA.(N.S.)  212;  Kear-  98  Ark.  399, 135  S.  W.  917,  34  L.R.A. 

ner  v.  Cliarles  S.  Tanner  Co.,  31  R.  I.  (N.S.)  317;  SUte  v.  Crowe,  39  Mont. 

203,76Atl.833,29L.RJl.(N.S.)  537;  174,  102  Pae.  579,  18  Ann.  Cas.  643 

Taylor  v.  Modoni  Woodmen  of  Amer-  and  note ;  Hamblin  v.  State,  81  Neb. 

ica,  42  Wash.  304,  84  Pac.  867,  7  Ann.  148,  115  N.  W.  850,  16  Ann.  Cas. 

Cas.  607.  569;  Miller's  Estate,  179  Pa.  St  645, 

4.  State  T.  Alcorn,  7  Idaho  599,  64  36  Atl.  139,  39  LJX.A.  220;  Burt  v. 
Pac.  1014,  97  A.  S.  R.  252;  Grand  State,  38  Tex.  Crim.  397,  40  S.  W. 
Lodge  Independent  Order  of  Mutual  1000,  43  S.  W.  344,  39  L.R.A.  305; 
Aid  T.  Wieting,  168  HI.  408,  48  N.  E.  State  v.  Doherty,  72  Tt  381,  48  Atl. 
59,  61  A.  S.  R.  123;  Meeker  v.  Meeker,  658,  82  A.  S.  R.  951;  State  v.  Angelina 
74  la.  352,  37  N.  W.  773,  7  A.  S.  R.  (W.  Va.)  80  S.  E.  141,  61  L.R.A. 
489;  Manatt  v.  Scott,  106  la.  203.  76  (N.S.)  877. 

N.  W.  717,  68  A.  S.  R.  293;  MediU  v.  7.  Wittenberg  v.  Onsgard,  78  Minn. 

Snyder,  61  Kan.  15,  58  Pae.  962,  78  342,  81  N.  W.  14,  47  L.R.A.  141; 

A.  S.  R.  307;  Prentis  v.  Bates,  93  Obom  v.  State,  143  Wis.  249,  126  N. 

Mich.  234,  53  N.  W.  153,  17  L.R.A.  W.  737,  31  L.R.A.(N.S.)  966. 

494;  Russ  v.  Wabash  Western  R.  Co.,  8.  Leache  v.  State,  22  Tev.  App.  279, 

112  Mo.  46,  20  S.  W.  472,  18  L.R.A.  3  S.  W.  539,  58  Am.  Rep.  638. 

823;  State  v.  Peel,  23  Mont.  358,  59  9.  Western  Assur.  Co.  v.  J.  H.  Mohl- 

Pac.  169,  75  A.  S.  R.  529;  Wintring-  man  Co.,  83  Fed.  811,  51  U.  S.  App. 

ham  V.  Hayes,  144  N.  Y.  1,  38  N.  B.  577,  28  C.  C.  A.  157,  40  UR.A.  661; 

999,  43  A.  S.  R.  725;  Kerr  v.  Luns-  Barber's  Appeal,  63  Conn.  393,  27 

ford,  31  W.  Va.  659,  8  S.  E.  493,  2  Atl.  973,  22  L.R,A.  90;  American  Tow- 

L.R.A.  668;  Quinn  v.  Higgins,  63  Wis.  ing,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Baker-Whiteley  Coal 

664,  24  N.  W.  482,  53  Am.  Rep.  305  Co.,  117  Md.  660,  84  AU.  182,  Ann. 

ana  note.  Cns.  1914A  46;  Vosbnrg  v.  Putney,  80 

Note:  39  L.R.A.  314,  315.  Wis.  523,  50  N.  W.  403,  27  A.  S.  R. 

5.  Lyons  v.  MetropoIiUn  St.  R.  Co.,  47,  14  L.R.A.  226. 
253  Mo.  143, 161  S.  W.  726,  Ann.  Cas.  Note:  18  Ann.  Cas.  648. 


6.  Denver,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Roller,  100  40  S.  W.  1000,  43  S.  W.  344,  39  L.R.A. 
Fed.  738,  41  C.  C.  A.  22,  49  L.R.A.  305;  State  v.  Angelina,  73  W.  Va.  146, 
77;  Morrissett  v.  Wood,  123  Ala.  384,  80  S.  E.  141,  51  L.RJi..(N.S.)  877. 
26  So.  307,  82  A.  S.  R.  127  and  note;     Note:  18  Ann.  Caa.  647, 
Arkansas  Midland  R.  Co.  v.  Pearson. 

580  ,  .. 


1915B  508. 


10.  Burt  V.  State,  38  Tex.  Crim.  397, 
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so  as  to  present  different  theories  of  fact.**  The  facts  assumed  in 
question  must  be  stated  as  facts;  it  is  not  proper  to  include  in  the 
hypothesis  statements  that  tliird  persons  had  certeun  opinions,  or  had 
made  certain  statements  concerning  the  matters  in  controversy.'* 
AU  the  questions  relating  to  the  form  of  hypothetical  questions  in- 
volve a  large  element  of  discretion  in  the  trial  judge,  who  has  the  cir- 
ciunstances  far  more  clearly  before  him  than  the  appellate  court  can 
bave.^*  So,  objection  for  mere  looseness  of  a  question  and  its  failure 
properly  to  co-ordinate  the  facts  stated  in  their  true  relation,  may  be 
waived  by  failure  to  incorporate  it  specifically  in  the  objections  tak- 
en.** A  question  as  to  whether  on  the  assumed  facts  the  witness  will 
be  able  to  give  an  opinion^  is  not  objectionable  as  going  to  tiie 
witness's  competency  as  an  expert.''  ' 
12.  Evidence  as  Predicate. — It  may,  perhaps,  safely  be  stated  as 
the  majority  rule,  that  generally  an  expert  cannot  be  fdiowed  to  base 
his  opinion  on  the  evidence  which  he  has  heard  given  in  the  case.'* 
But  a  contrary  practice  obtains  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  in  some  juris- 
dictions,'^ especially  where  the  issue  is  insanity,'®  or  some  other  mat- 
ter of  medical  knowledge.'*  So,  where  certein  testimony  is  brief 
and  simple,  and  especially  where  there  is  no  contradictory  evid'snce, 
to  ask  the  expert  to  state  his  opinion,  assuiging  that  evidence  to  be 
true,  has  sometimes  been  held  equivalent  to  embodying  the  evidence 
in  a  hypothetical  question,  and  not  objectionable.**   The  witness,  it 

11.  Russ  V.  Wabash  Western  R.  Co.,  112  Mo.  45,  20  S.  W.  472,  18  L.R.A. 
112  Mo.  45,  20  S.  W.  472,  18  L.R.A.  823;  People  v.  McElvaine,  121  N.  Y. 
823;  Hicks  v.  Citizens'  R.  Co.,  124  Mo.  260,  24  N.  E.  465, 18  A.  S.  R.  820  and 
115,  27  S.  W.  542,  25  L.R.A.  508.  note;  Kerr  v.  Lunsford,  31  W.  Va.  659, 

12.  Barber's  Appeal,  63  Conn.  393,  8  S.  E.  493,  2  L.R.A.  663;  Luning  v. 
27  Atl.  973,  22  L.R.A.  90.  State,  2  Pin.  (Wis.)  215,  52  Am.  Dec. 

13.  Com.  V.  Wireback,  190  Pa.  St.  153;  Bennett  v.  State,  57  Wis.  69,  14 
138,  42  Atl.  542,  70  A.  S.  R.  625.  N.  W.  912,  46  Am.  Rep.  26;  Quinn  v. 

14.  Barber's  Appeal,  63  Conn.  393,  Higgins,  63  Wis.  664,  24  N.  W.  482, 
27  Atl.  973,  22  L.R.A.  90.  53  Am.  Rep.  305  and  note;  Maitland 

15.  State  V.  Hessenius,  165  la.  415,  v.  Gilbert  Paper  Co.,  97  Wis.  476,  72 
146  N.  W.  58,  L.R.A.1915A  1078.  N.  W.  1124,  65  A.  S.  R.  137;  Green  v 

.6.  Dexter  v.  Hall,  15  Wall.  9,  21  Ashland  Water  Co.,  101  Wis.  258,  77 

U.  S.   (L.  ed.)  73;  Manufacturers'  N.  W.  722,  70  A.  S.  R.  911,  43  L.R.A. 

Acc.  Indemnity  Co.  v.  Doi^an,  58  117. 

Fed.  945,  7  C.  C.  A.  581,  22  L.R.A.  17.  Smart  v.  Kansas  City,  208  Mo. 

620;  Barber's  Appeal,  63  Conn.  393,  162,  105  S.  W.  709,  123  A.  S.  R.  415, 

27  Atl.  973,  22  L.R.A.  90;  Barker  v.  13  Ann.  Cas.  932,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

S.  A.  Lewis  Storage,  etc.,  Co.,  79  Conn.  565. 

342,  65  Atl.  143,  118  A.  S.  R.  141;  18.  Leache  v.  State,  22  Tex.  App. 

Com.  V.  Rogers,  7  Mete.  (Mass.)  500,  279,  3  S.  W.  539,  58  Am.  Rep.  638. 

41  Am.  Dee.  458;  People  v.  Aiken,  66  Note:  39  L.R.A.  310-313. 

Mich.  460,  33  N.  W.  821,  11  A.  S.  R.  19.  Note:  L.R.A.1915A  1065  et  seq. 

612;  Detzur  v.  B.  Stroh  Brewing  Co.,  20.  Hunt  v.  laweU  Gas  Light  Co.,  8 

119  Mich.  282,  77  N.  W.  948,  44  L.R.A.  AUen  (Mass.)  169,  85  Am.  Dec.  697 
500;  Ross  v.  Wabash  Western  R.  Co.,  and  note;  McKeon  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  B. 
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is  declared,  cannot  be  asked  to  statfi  his  opinion  upon  the  whole  case, 
because  that  necessarily  includes  the  determination  of  what  are  the 
facts,  and  this  can  only  be  done  by  the  jury ;  but  if  either  the  facts  are 
stated  bypothetically  in  one  question,  or  if  the  whole  of  the  testimony 
delivered  by  one  of  the  parties  or  by  certain  of  the  witnesses  for  one 
party  is  made  known  to  the  expert  either  by  his  reading  it  or  hearing 
it,  and  he  is  then  asked  his  opinion  upon  it  assuming  it  to  be  true,  in 
either  case  the  opinion  is  sought  upon  an  assumed  state  of  facts,  and 
may  therefore  be  given. ^  But  even  where  the  matter  of  allowing  the 
expert  to  testify  on  the  evidence  he  has  heard  is  left  somewhat  to  the 
discretion  of  the  trial  court,  it  is  held  improper  to  incorporate  testi- 
mony bodily  in  a  complicated  question.*  Where  tlie  expert  has  testi- 
fied to  his  own  observations,  he  has  sometimes  been  permitted  to  state 
his  opinion  based  partly  on  facts  stated  in  a  hypothetical  question, 
and  partly  on  those  which  he  himself  has  testified  to.'  He  cannot, 
however,  predicate  his  opinion  on  the  testimony  of  another  expert.* 

13.  Certainty  of  Predicate;  Opinion  and  Conjecture  Distin- 
guished.— The  facts  on  which  an  expert  opinion  is  based  must  per- 
mit of  reasonably  certain  deductions  as  distinguished  fvom  mere 
guesses  or  conjectures.^  Thus,  an  opinion  as  to  the  effect  on  the  value 
of  the  plaintiff's  property  if  the  defendant's  works  should  be  discon- 
tinued after  having  been  established,  was  excluded  as  being  conjec- 
tural.* So,  while  the  ruling  has  been  disapproved,'  it  has  been  held 
not  permissible  to  accept  an  opinion  as  to  what  abutting  property 
would  have  been  worth  if  a  certain  elevated  railway  had  not  been  built 
several  years  prior  to  the  trial.^  And,  while  an  expert  may  testify  aa 
to  the  probable  consequence  of  a  person's  present  illness,  he  cannot  bp 
allowed  to  give  his  opinion  as  to  the  consequences  of  other  diseases 

Co.,  94  Wis.  477,  69  N.  W.  175,  59  (Ky.)  17,  74  Am.  Dec.  388;  Newmark 

A.  S.  R.  910,  35  L.R.A.  252;  Dutliey  v.  Liverpool,  etc..  Life  Ins.  Co.,  30 

V.  State,  131  Wis.  178,  lU  N.  W.  222,  Mo.  160,  77  Am.  Dec.  608;  Re  Hop- 

10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1032.  kins,  172  N.  Y.  360,  65  N.  E.  173,  92 

1.  Yardley  v.  Cuthbertson,  108  Pa.  A.  S.  R.  746,  65  L.R.A.  95;  Ilwaco 
St.  395,  1  Atl.  765,  56  Am.  Rep.  218.  Ry.  &  Nav.  Co.  v.  Hedrick,  1  Wash. 
See  also  Kliegel  v.  Aitken,  94  Wis.  446,  25  Pac.  335,  22  A.  S.  R.  169; 
432,  69  N.  W.  67,  59  A.  S.  R.  901,  35  Selleck  v.  Janesviiie,  104  Wis.  570,  80 
L.R.A.  249.  N.  W.  944,  76  A.  S.  R.  892,  47  LJI.A. 

2.  Barber's  Appeal,  63  Conn.  393,  691. 

27  AU.  973,  22  L.R.A.  90.  6.  Wesson  v.  Washburn  Iron  Co., 

3.  State  V.  Doherty,  72  Vt.  381,  48  13  Allen  (Mass.)  95,  90  Am.  Dec. 
Atl.  658,  82  A.  S.  R.  951;  Selleek  v.  181. 

JanesviUe,  100  Wis.  157,  75  N.  W.  7.  Blagen  v.  Thompson,  23  Ore.  239, 

975,  69  A.  S.  R.  906,  41  L.R.A.  563.  31  Pac.  647,  18  L.R.A.  315. 

4.  Barber's  Appeal,  63  Conn.  393,  8.  Roberts  v.  New  York  EI.  R.  Co., 
27  Atl.  973,  22  L.R.A.  90.  128  N.  Y.  455,  28  N.  E.  486,  13  L.R.A. 

5.  San  Diego  Land,  etc.,  Co.  v.  499;  Kemochan  v.  New  York  El.  R. 
Neale,  88  Cal.  50,  25  Pac.  977,  11  Co.,  130  N.  Y.  651,  29  N.  E.  245,  14 
hSlJL  604;  Champ  v.  Com.,  2  M«tc.  L.R.A.  673. 
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which  may  develop  from  the  present  one.*  Anotiier  example  of  opin- 
ion excluded  as  being  mere  conjecture,  is  that  if  a  bullet  wound 
oould  be  probed  when  the  wounded  man's  arm  was  down  at  his  side 
but  not  when  the  arm  was  outstretched,  then  the  arm  must  have  been 
down  when  the  ballet  entered  the  body ;  but  more  or  less  conjec- 
tural opinions  are  sometimes  admitted.**  Thus,  a  medical  witness 
was  allowed  to  testify  that  if  he  had  been  called  earlier  he  could  have 
delivered  the  plaintifTs  child  in  a  few  minutes."  Similarly,  it  has 
been  held  proper  to  allow  a  medical  expert  to  testify  as  to  whether  a 
child  would  have  been  bom  alive  if  medical  assistance  had  been  ob- 
tained in  time."  And  as  indicating  the  positiveness  of  his  opinion,  a 
medical  expert  has  been  allowed  to  state  his  belief  that  such  opinion 
would  have  b^n  more  positively  confirmed  if  an  autopsy'  had  been 
made  earlier.** 

14.  Expert  Opinion  as  to  Ultimate  Fact  in  Issue. — It  has  some- 
times been  decided,  and  often  assumed  to  be' an  indexible  rule  of 
law,  that  an  expert  cannot  testify  to  his  opinion  upon  the  precise 
fact  which  is  in  issue  before  the  jury.  To  permit  that,  it  is  said, 
would  put  the  expert  in  place  of  the  jury  and  invade  their  peculiar 
province.^'   Thus,  it  has  been  held  also  that  an  expert  may  state  ^at 


9.  Brig^  r.  New  York  Cent.,  ete., 
R.  Co.,  177  N.  Y.  59,  69  N.  E.  223, 101 
A.  S.  R.  718;  Cross  t.  Syraeuse,  200 
N.  Y.  393,  94  N.  E.  1B4>  21  Ann.  Gaa. 
324  and  note. 

10.  Price  v.  United  States,  2  Okla. 
Grim.  449,  101  Pac.  1036,  139  A.  S. 
R.  930. 

11.  Southern  Pac.  R.  Co.  v.  San 
Francisco  Sav.  Union,  146  Cal.  290, 
79  Pac.  961,  106  A.  S.  R.  36,  2  Ann. 
Cas.  962,  70  L.R.A.  221. 

12.  Western  Union  Tel.  Co.  v. 
Church,  3  Neb.  (uoofBcial)  Rep.  22, 
90  N.  W.  878,  57  L.R.A.  905. 

13.  Western  Union  Tel.  Co.  v.  Coop- 
er, 71  Tex.  507,  9  S.  W.  598, 10  A.  S. 
R.  772,  1  L.R.A.  728. 

14.  Com.  V.  SneU,  189  Mass.  12,  75 
N.  E.  75,  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1019. 

16.  Pratt  V.  North  German  Lloyd 
Steamship  Co.,  184  Fed.  303, 106  C.  C. 
A.  445,  33  L.R.A.(N.S.)  532;  Eureka 
Co.  V.  Bass,  81  Ala.  200,  8  So.  216,  60 
Am.  Rep.  152;  Staples  v.  Steed,  167 
Aia.  241,  52  So.  646,  Ann.  Caa.  1912A 
480 ;  Giraudi  v.  Electric  Imp.  Co.,  107 
Cal.  120,  40  pac.  108,  48  A.  S.  R.  114, 
28  L.RA..  696;  Illinois  Cent.  R.  Co.  v. 
People,  143  lU.  434,  33  N.  E.  173,  19 


LJt.A.  119,  reversed  on  another  point 
in  163  U.  S.  142,  16  S.  Ct.  1096,  41 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  107;  Springfield  Trac- 
tion Co.  V.  Warrick,  249  111.  470,  94  N. 
E.  933,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  187;  Keefe 
V.  Armour,  258  lU.  28,  101  N.  E.  252, 
Ann.  Cbs.  1914B  188  and  note;  Albion 
V.  Hetriek,  90  Ind.  545,  46  Am.  Rep. 
230;  Yost  v.  Conroy,  92  Ind.  464,  47 
Am.  Rep.  156;  Insley  v.  Shire,  54  Kan. 
793,  39  Pac.  713,-46  A.  S.  R.  308;  Erb 
v:  Popritz,  59  Kan.  264,  52  Pac.  871, 
68  A.  S.  R.  362;  Baltimore  Belt  R.  Co. 
V.  Saltier,  100  Md.  308,  59  Atl.  654, 
3  Ann.  Cas.  660;  Jones  v.  Portland,  88 
Mich.  598,  50  N.  W.  731,  16  L.R.A. 
437;  Detzur  v.  B.  Stroh  Brewing  Co., 
119  Mich.  282,  77  N.  W.  948, 44  L.R.A. 
500;  Gutridge  v.  Missouri  Pac  Ry. 
Co.,  94  Mo.  468,  7  S.  W.  476,  4'A.  S. 
R.  392;  Graney  v.  St.  Louis  Iron,  etc., 
Ry.  Co.,  157  Mo.  666,  57  S.  W.  276, 
50  L.R.A.  153;  Roberts  v.  New  York 
El.  R.  Co.,  128  N.  y.  455,  28  N.  E. 
486,  13  L.R.A.  499;  Fowler  v.  Dela- 
plain,  79  Ohio  St.  279,  87  N.  E.  260, 
21  L.R.A.  (N.S.)  100;  Pointer  v.  Kla- 
math Falls  Land  Co.,  59  Ore.  438, 
117  Pac.  605,  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  1076 
and  note;  HcCown  v.  Uoldrow,  91 
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a  certain  cause  may  have  produced  the  result  under  consideration,  but 
cannot  state  that  in  his  opinion  it  did  produce  it.^*  But  it  is  evident 
that  this  supposed  rule,  when  stated  broadly  as  it  often  has  been  stat- 
ed, involves  great  confusion  of  thought  and  leads  to  absurd  conse- 
quences. It  is  certainly  singular  that  a  class  of  evidence  which  is  ad- 
mitted when  it  is  only  slightly  pertinent  should  be  rejected'when  it 
is  of  the  highest  pertinency.  Irrelevancy  is  made  a  ground  of  ad- 
mission, and  relevancy  of  exclusion.  Such  evidence  invades  the  prov- 
ince of  the  jury  no  more  than  does  direct  evidence  of  an  eyewitness 
to  a  decisive  fact.  In  either  case,  if  the  jury  are  satisfied  of  the  trust- 
worthiness of  the  evidence  it  may  be  conclusive  of  the  issue;  but  their 
duty  is  no  more  invaded  in  one  case  than  in  the  other.  Every  expert 
opinion  rests  on  an  assumption  of  facts;  if  the  opinion  is  given  upon 
a  hypothetical  question,  its  weight  depends  wholly  on  the  jury  6nding 
that  the  assumed  facta  have  been  proven ;  if  it  is  based  on  the  expert's 
own  testimony  as  to  the  facts,  the  truth  of  this  testimony  is  no  less 
open  to  their  belief  or  disbelief ;  and,  in  addition,  the  soundness  of  the 
opinion  itself  is  to  be  determined  by  the  jury  in  consideration  of  its 
apparent  reasonableness  or  their  confidence  in  the  skill  and  trust- 
worthiness of  the  witness,  and  of  any  contradiction  from  other  ex- 
perts. The  rule  leads  to  absurd  results  in  its  application.  Thus  it 
is  held  tiiat  an  expert  may  testify  to  the  value  of  land  before  an  alter- 
ation and  to'  its  value  afterward,  and  that  the  court  must  charge  the 
jury  tiiat  the  difference  in  value  is  the  measure  of  damages,  but  that 
the  expert  cannot  express  an  opinion  as  to  the  amoimt  of  damages.^^ 
The  technicality  of  the  distinction  is  illustrated  by  the  holding  that 
facts  may  be  elicited  from  the  witness,  from  which  the  ultimate  con- 
clusion inevitably  follows,  though  that  conclusion  cannot  be  stated. 
The  court  in  so  declaring,  however,  admitted  that  the  difference  was 
largely  one  of  form.**  And  in  many  cases  the  courts  have  refused  to 
recognize  such  a  distinction  and  have  allowed  the  witness  to  testify 
directly  to  the  ultimate  conclusion.'*   Furthermore,  in  many  cases 

S.  C.  623,  74  S.  £.  386,  Ann.  Cas.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  644;  Smart  t.  Kansas 

1914A  139;  Cumberland  Telephone  &  City,  208  Mo.  162, 105  S.  W.  709,  123 

Telegraph  Co.  v.  Peacher  Mill  Co.,  129  A.  S.  R.  416,  13  Ann.  Cas.  932,  14 

Tenn.  374,  164  S.  W,  U45,  L.R.A.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  565;  SUte  v.  Hyde,  234 

1915A  1045;  Johnson  v.  Union  Pac.  Mo.  200,  136  S.  W.  316,  Ann.  Cas. 

Coal  Co.,  28  Utah  46,  76  Pac.  1089,  67  1912D  191. 

L.R.A.  506;  Hemdon  v.  Salt  Lake  17.  Yost  v.  Conroy,  92  liid.  464,  47 

City,  34  Utah  65,  95  Pae.  646, 131  A.  Am.  Rep.  156.   In  this  case  the  dia- 

S.  R.  827.  tinction  in  question  was  strongly  as- 

Notes:  66  Am.  Dec.  230;  36  LJI.A.  sailed  but  nevertheless  recognircd  and 

64.  followed. 

16.  Sever  v.  Minneapolis,  etc.,  R.  18.  Giraudi  v.  Electric  Imp.  Co.,  107 

Co.,  156  la.  664,  137  N.  W.  937,  44  Cal.  120,  40  Pac.  108,  48  A.  S.  R.  114, 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  1200;  Strever  v.  Wood-  28  L.R.A,  596. 

ward,  160  la.  332,  141  N.  W.  931,  46  19.  Caipenter  v.  Walker,  170  Ala. 
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the  distinction  is  disregarded  to  the  extent  that  no  point  is  made  there- 
on,  though  the  witness  is  allowed  to  testify  directly  on  the  ultimate 
issue ;  **  or  else  the  exclusion  of  tiie  testimony  has  been  based  also  upon 
additional  objections,  as  that  it  was  not  based  on  a  hypothetical 
question,^  which,  manifestly,  relates  rather  to  the  right  to  give  an 
opinion  on  the  evidence  as  such ;  •  or  that  it  involved  a  mixed  conclu- 
sion of  law  and  fact.*  In  view  of  the  foregoing  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  this  question  is  still  involved  in  much  confusion.  In  many 
states  irreconcilable  holdings  may  be  found,  and  seldom  have  the 
courts,  even  in  refusing  to  recognize  the  technical  rule,  especially  re- 
pudiated it.  They  have  transcended  it  in  particular  cases  rather  than 
abolished  it.  It  seems  safe  to  say,  however,  that  the  modern  tendency 
is  decidedly  towards  the  more  liberal  practice,  and  that  sooner  or 
later  tio  distinction  will  be  made  between  evidential  and  ultimate  facts 
as  subjects  of  expert  opinion. 

15.  Order  of  Proof  in  Establishing  Predicate. — Generally,  the  evi- 
dential facts  should  precede  the  putting  of  the  hypothetical  question. 
But  this  rule  will  not  be  applied  so  rigidly  as  to  exclude  a  deposition 
taken  before  the  trial,  if  the  assumed  facts  have  been  proved  before 
it  is  offered  in  evidence.*  The  court  in  its  discretion  may  permit  the 
question  to  anticipate  proof  of  some  of  the  facts,  relying  on  the  as- 
surance of  counsel  that  they  will  be  proved  later.  In  such  a  case,  if 
the  supporting  evidence  is  not  afterward  given,  the  court  should  in- 
struct the  j-ury  to  disregard  the  opinion.*  Where  expert  testimony  is 
ofiFered  by  way  of  answers  to  hypotlietical  questions,  much  must  be  left 
to  the  discretion  of  the  presiding  judge.  The  jury  are  instructed  to 
disregard  the  answers,  unless  they  find  the  facta  as  assumed  in  the 
questions;  but,  as  it  cannot  be  known  in  advance  what  may  be  the 

659,  54  So.  60,  Ann.  Cas.  19120  863;  the  question  to  be  decided  by  the  jnr; 

Qubin  T.  New  York,  Centi,  R.  Co.,  56  is  one  of  opinion,  any  witness  may 

Conn.  44,  12  AtL  97,  7  A.  S.  R.  284;  swear  to  his  opinion  or  belief,  ^ving 

Jones  V.  Caldwell,  20  Idaho  6, 116  Pac.  his  reasons  therefor.    Ryder  v.  State, 

110,  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  119;  Searles  v.  100  Ga.  528,  28  S.  E.  246,  62  A.  S.  R. 

Northwestern  Mut.  Life  Ins.  Co.,  148  334,  38  L.R.A.  721;  Yates  v.  State,  127 

la.  65, 126  N.  W.  801, 29  L.R.A.(N.S.)  Ga.  813,  56  S.  E.  1017,  9  Ann.  Cas- 

405:  Coblentz  v.  Putifer,  87  Kan.  719,  620. 

125  Pac  30,  42  L.R.A.(N.S.)  298;  20.  See  infra,  par.  27,  33,  34. 

State  v.  Buck,  88  Kan.  114,  127  Pac.  1.  Hite  v.  Keene,  149  Wis.  207, 134 

631,  Ann.  Cas.  1914B  730,  42  L.R.A.  N.  W.  383,  135  N.  W.  354,  Ann.  Caa. 

{N.S.)  864;  Finn  v.  Cassidy,  165  N.  Y.  1913D  251. 

5S4>  69  N.  £.  311,  53  L.R.A.  877  ;  2.  See  supra,  par.  12. 

Bk«en  v.  Thompson,  23  Ore.  239,  31  S.  Amd  v.  Aylesworth,  145  la.  185, 

Pac  647,  18  L.R.A.  315;  Patrick  v.  123  N.  W.  1000,  29  L.R.A.(N.S.)  638. 

Smith,  76  Wash.  407,  134  Pac.  1076,  4.  Emerson  t.  Lowell  Gaslight  Co., 

48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  740;  Hamann  v.  Mil-  6  Allen  (Mass.)  146,  83  Am.  Dec.  621; 

wankee  Bridge  Co.,  127  Wis.  550,  106  Walker  v.  Stiosnider,  67  W.  Va.  39, 

N.  W.  1081,  7  Ann.  Cas.  458.  67  S.  E.  1087,  21  Ann.  Caa.  L 

•By  the  Oeozgia  Penal  Code,  when  6.  Note:  20  Ann.  Cas.  209. 
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ultimate  decision  of  the  jury  as  to  the  facts  in  dispute,  the  usual  prac- 
tice is  to  allow  counsel,  in  framing  a  hypothetical  qu^on,  to  assume 
the  existence  of  such  facte  and  conditions  as  the  jury  may  have  a 
right  to  find  upon  the  evidence  as  it  then  is,  or  as  there  may  be  fair 
reason  to  suppose  it  may  thereafter  appear  to  be;  and,  in  determining 
whether  a  hypothetical  question  shall  be  allowed,  the  judge  in  many 
cases  must  rely  to  a  great  extent  upon  the  good  faith  of  counsel  in  their 
statements  as  to  what  they  expect  the  evidence  will  be.' 

16,  Weight  and  Value  of  Expert  Evidence. — In  many  of  the 
decisions  holding  expert  evidence  inadmissible  if  it  consists  of  an 
opinion  on  the  ultimate  fact  in  issue '  it  was  assumed  that  the  expert 
opinion  would  be  conclusive  upon  the  jury,  and  so  take  from  them 
the  power  and  duty  of  deciding  the  issue.  But  whenever  such  con- 
clusive effect  has  been  tiirectly  claimed  for  expert  testimony  it  has 
been  denied.  The  knowledge,  experience  and  impartiality  of  the  ex- 
pert witnesses  are  open  to  the  strictest  scrutiny  by  cros»^xamination,* 
and  it  is  then  the  duty  of  the  jury  to  give  it  such  weight  as  it  is  entitled 
to  from  the  ability  and  character  of  the  witness,  and  the  weight  of 
the  reasoning  by  which  he  has  supported  his  opinion.'  Even  if  sev- 
eral competent  experts  concur  in  their  opinion,  and  no  opposing  ex- 
pert evidence  is  offered,  the  jury  are  still  bound  to  decide  the  issue 
upon  their  own  fair  judgment  assisted  by  the  statements  of  the  ex- 
perts.** Nor  should  the  court  blindly  adopt  an  expert's  report  **  or 
his  testimony  as  to  a  foreign  law.**  Nevertheless,  the  testimony  of 
the  expert  may  not  be  arbitrarily  rejected,  but,  like  the  evidence  of 
every  other  witness,  it  is  to  be  considered  by  the  jurors,  who  are  to. 


6.  Com.  v.  Tucker,  189  Mass.  457, 

76  N.  E.  127,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1056. 

7.  See  supra,  par.  14. 

8.  See  infra,  par.  62. 

9.  U.  S.  V.  112  Casks  of  Sugar,  8 
Pet.  277,  8  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  944;  Head  v. 
Hargrave,  105  U.  S.  45,  26  U.  S.  (L. 
ed.)  10S8;  Hopt  v.  Utah,  120  U.  S. 
430,  7  S.  Ct.  614,  30  U.  S.  (L.  ed.> 
708;  Alabama  0.  S.  R.  Co.  v.  Hill.  93 
Ala.  514,  9  So.  722,  30  A.  S.  R.  65; 
Haight  V.  Vallet,  89  Cal.  245,  26  Pac. 
897,  23  A.  S.  R.  465  and  aote;  Ala^bfima 
G.  S.  R.  Co.  V.  McKenzie,  139  Ga.  410, 

77  S,  E,  647,  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  18; 
Caiscallen  v.  Coeur  d'Alene,  etc., 
Transp.,  Co.,  15  Idaho  444,  98  Pac. 
622,  16  Ann.  Cas.  544;  Jones  v.  Cald- 
well, 20  Idaho  5,  116  Pac.  110,  48 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  119;  Guetig  v.  State,  66 
Ind.  94,  32  Am.  Rep.  99;  Henrv  v. 
Sioux  City,  etc.,  Ry.  Co.,  75  la.  84,  39 
N.  W.  193,  9  A.  S.  B.  457;  Chandler 


V.  Barrett,  21  La.  Ann.  58,  99  Am.  Dec. 
701 ;  Louisville,  etc.,  Ry.  Co.  v.  White- 
head, 71  Miss.  451,  15  So.  890,  42  A. 
S.  R.  472  and  note;  Hull  v.  St.  Louis, 
138  Mo.  618,  40  S.  W.  89,  42  L.R.A. 
753  and  note;  Lloyd  v.  Albemarle, 
etc.,  R.  Co.,  118  N.  C.  1010,  24  S.  B. 
805,  54  A.  S.  R.  764;  Oborn  v.  State, 
143  Wis.  249, 126  N.  W.  737, 31  Lit.A. 
(N.S.)  966. 
Note:  39  L.R.A.  328. 

10.  Zimmer  v.  Kilbom,  165  Cal. 
523,  132  Pac.  1026,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D 
368  and  note;  Foley  v.  Brocksmit,  119 
la.  457,  93  N.  W.  344,  97  A.  S.  R.  324, 
60  L.R.A.  571;  Fowle  v.  Parsons,  160 
la.  454,  141  N.  W.  1049,  45  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  181  and  note. 

11.  North  Hudson  Mnt.  BIdg.,  etc., 
Ass'n  V.  Cbilds,  82  Wis.  460,  52  N,  W. 
600,  33  A.  S.  B.  57. 

12.  See  infra,  par.  23. 
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accord  to  it  influence,  much  or  little,  according  as  it  appeals  to  their 
intelligent  and  impartial  minds  in  view  of  all  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances developed  upon  the  trial,  and  the  common  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience of  mankind/*  and  when  such  common  knowledge  utterly 
fails  the  expert  opinion  may,  of  necessity,  become  controlling.**  Aa 
to  the  general  value  to  be  given  to  expert  testimony  as  a  class,  state- 
ments varying  very  widely  indeed  can  be  found  in  the  opinions  of  the 
courts.  Of  course  these  declarations  are  affected  greatly  by  the  nature 
of  the  particular  case  under  discussion,  since  expert  evidence  is  far 
more  clearly  essential  and  trustworthy  on  some  topics  than  on  others, 
in  which  it  may  yet  be  held  admi^ible,  and  also  by  the  merits  of  the 
evidence  in  the  particular  case.  But,  with  all  allowance  for  these  con- 
siderations, there  is  still  left  a  wide  difference  of  opinion.  In  some 
cases  the  courts  have  severely  criticised  expert  evidence  in  general  as 
biased,  mercenary,  and  almost  worthless,**  such  evidence  as  to  hand- 
writing having  been  considered  particularly  untrustworthy."  In 
other  cases  instrOctions  that  such  evidence  should  be  received  with 
great  caution  have  been  approved."  In  still  other  cases  expert  testi- 
mony is  commended  and  held  not  properly  subject  to  deprecating  re- 
marks in  the  court's  instructions/^  or  else  is  declared  to  be  entitled  to 
the  jury's  unbiased  consideration,  free  from  the  court's  prejudicial 
remarks  either  in  its  favor  **  or  against  it^<*  The  discredit  so  often 
attached  to  expert  testimony  is  traceable  particularly  to  the  fact  that 

13.  Fowle  V.  Parsons,  160  la.  454,  26  Pae.  897,  23  A.  S,  R.  465;  Clsrk 
141  N.  W.  1049,  45  L.R.A.{N.S.)  181;  v.  State,  12  Ohio  483,  40  Am.  Dec; 
Murphy's  Estate,  43  Mont.  353,  116  481;  Baleman  v.  Ryder,  106  Tenn. 
Pae.  1004,  Ann.  Cas.  1912C  380.  712,  64  S.  W.  48,  82  A.  S.  R.  910; 

14.  Harris  v.  Nashville,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  Atkins  v.  State,  119  Tenn.  458,  105 
153  Ala.  139,  44  So.  962,  14  L.R.A.  S.  W.  353,  13  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1031; 
(N.S.)  2G1.  Fisher  v.  Travelers'  Ins.  Co.  124  Tenn. 

16.  Schander  v.  Gray,  149  Cal.  227,  450,  138  S.  W.  316,  Ann.  Cas.  1912D 
86  Pac.  695,  9  Ann.  Cas.  795;  McNally  1246. 

v.  Colwell,  91  Mich.  527,  52  N.  W.  70,      18.  State  v.  McCulIongh,  114  la.  532, 

30  A.  S.  R.  494;  Staloch  v.  Holm.  100  87  N.  W.  503,  89  A.  S.  R.  382,  55 

Minn.  270,  111  N.  W.  264,  9  L.R.A.  L.R.A.  378;  Nelson  v.  McLellan,  31 

(N.S.)  712;  Graney  v.  St.  Louis,  etc..  Wash.  208,  71  Pae.  747,  96  A.  S.  R. 

R.  Co.,  157  Mo.  666,  57  8.  W.  276,  50  902,  60  L.R.A.  793;  Atchison,  etc.,  R. 

L.R.A.  153;  Ferguson  v.  Hubbell,  97  Co.  v.  Thul,  32  Kan.  255,  4  Pao.  352, 

N.  Y.  507,  49  Am.  Rep.  544;  Roberta  49  Am.  Rep.  484. 
V.  New  York,  EI.  R.  Co.,  128  N.  Y.      19.  Ryder  v.  State,  100  Ga.  528,  28 

455,  28  N.  E.  486, 13  L.R.A.  499;  Hoag  S.  E.  246,  62  A.  S.  R.  334,  38  LJi.A. 

V.  Wright,  174  N.  Y.  36,  66  N.  E.  579,  72L 

63  L.R.A.  163;  Tullis  v.  Rankin,  6  N.      20.  Bumey  v.  Torrey,  100  Ala.  167, 

D.  44,  68  N.  W.  187,  66  A.  8.  B.  588,  14  So.  685,  46  A.  S.  R.  33;  Estate  of 

35  L.R.A.  449.  Blake,  136  Cal.  306,  68  Pac.  827,  89 

Note:  64  L.R.A.  317.  A.  S.  R.  135;  Louisville,  etc.,  Ry.  Co. 

16:  Notes:12L.RA..457  ;62LJl.A.  v.  Whitehead,  71  Miss.  461,  51  So. 

871;  64  L.R.A.  317.  890, 42  A.  S.  B.  472. 

17.  Haight  v.  VaUet,  89  CaL  245, 
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it  consists  of  conclusions  and  opinions,  which  are  often  uncertain  at 
beet,  and  in  which  one  may  be  swayed  one  way  or  the  other  by  bias  or 
interest,  without  conscious  dishonesty,  and  that  by  our  existing  prac- 
tice the  experts  are  selected  and  paid  by  one  of  the  parties,  and  their 
use  as  wibtiesses  necessarily  depends  on  their  forming  an  opinion 
favorable  to  that  side.  Furthermore,  if  the  compensation  of  an  expert 
is  contingent  on  the  result  of  the  suit,  the  evil  is  exaggerated  and  the 
agreement  may  be  regarded  as  illegal.'  It  has  been  said  that  the 
remedy  can  come  only  when  the  state  shall  provide  that  the  courts 
and  not  the  litigants  shall  call  a  disinterested  body  or  board  of  experts, 
who  shall  review  the  whole  situation  and  then  give  their  opinion  with 
their  reasons  therefor  to  the  court  and  jury,  regardless  of  the  conse- 
quences to  either  litigant.'  But  such  a  statute,  by  which  it  was  pro- 
vided that  experts  should  be  appointed  by  the  court,  has  been  held 
unconstitutional,  not  only  as  regards  the  procedure  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  witnesses,  but  as  violating  the  fundamental  right  of  per- 
sons accused  of  crime  to  a  fair  and  impartial  trial,  in  that  by  the 
official  sanction  of  judicial  appointment  the  witnesses  would  be  given 
an  extraordinary  certificate  of  candor,  ability,  and  truthfulness,  while 
the  other  testimony  in  the  case  would  be  judged  by  the  jury  according 
to  ordinary  standards.  And  this  conclusion  was  reached  notwith- 
standing that  the  statute  did  not  prevent  unofRcial  experts  from  testi- 
fying. The  court  declared  the  legislation  in  question  to  be  revolu- 
tionary, and  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  only  available  remedy  for 
the  acknowledged  evils  at  which  the  statute  aimed  would  have  to  be 
found  in  the  development  in  both  the  medical  and  le^l  professions 
of  a  livelier  sense  of  responsibility  for  the  proper  and  decent  adminis- 
tration of  justice.*  In  England,  however,  the  court  has  sometimes 
called  for  the  testimony  of  an  independent  expert  selected  by  the 
court,  where  the  expert  evidence  already  taken  was  in  serious  conflict.' 

17.  Scientific  Books  as  Evidence. — ^Tn  an  extrajudicial  search  for 
the  state  of  professional  opinion  on  a  scientific  topic,  the  most  natural 
resort  ia  to  the  standard  treatises  on  the  subject  But  the  caution  of 
the  courts  in  admitting  opinions  which  are  not  based  on  observation 
of  the  particular  facts  of  the  case,  the  universal  requirement  that  the 
testimony  given  to  a  jury  should  be  under  the  sanction  of  an  oath 
and  subject  to  the  test  of  cross-examination,  and  the  probability  of 
misleading  a  jury  by  reading  to  them  general  statements  to  which 
they  are  hardly  competent  to  apply  the  necessary  qualifications  and 
distinctions,  have  led  to  a  more  or  less  general  refusal  of  the  courts  to 
permit  scientific  toeatises,  especially  medical  works,  to  be  proved  as 

1.  See  infra,  par.  65,  as  to  l^ality  3.  People  v.  Dickerson,  164  Mich, 
of  expert  contingent  fee.  148,  129  N.  W.  199,  Ann.  Gas.  1912B 

2.  Schander  v.  Gray,  149  Cal.  227,  688,  33  L.R.A.(N.S.)  917. 

86  Pae.  695,  9  Ann.  Cas.  795.  4.  Note:  15  Eng.  RuL  Cas.  281. 
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staodard  books  of  authority  and  extracts  therefrom  to  be  read  as 
opinion  evidence.*  And  it  has  been  held  that  medical  books  were  not 
within  a  statute  making  books  of  science  or  art  presumptive  evidence 
of  facta  of  general  notoriety  or  interest  stated  therein*  If,  however, 
the  books  or  publieatiom  are  on  a  topic  of  exact  science,  so  that  the 
statements  are  of  ascertained  facts  rather  than  of  opinions,  the  rule 
is  different,  and  the  publications  are  generally  admitted.'  Of  this 
class  of  publications  the  most  frequently  referred  to  are  the  standard 
tables  of  mortality  and  of  the  expectation  of  life.  The  Carlisle  and 
Northampton  tables,  prepared  in  England,  and  the  American  ex- 
perience tables,  are  constantly  used  by  the  courts  to  ascertain  the 
average  future  length  of  life  at  a  given  age,  which  in  the  nature  of 
things  is  the  best  available  evidence  as  to  the  expectation  of  life  of  the 
plaintiff  or  other  person  in  question ;  *  though  it  has  been  declared  that 
the  American  tables  have  largely  been  superseded  in  America  by  the 
Carlisle  tables,  at  least  as  a  basis  for  the  calculation  of  annuities.* 
It  affects  the  value  but  not  the  admissibility  of  these  tables  that  they 
are  based  on  selected  lives  which  have  passed  a  life  insurance  examinar 
tion.  Testimony  that  the  particular  person  is  in  poor  health,  or  of 
dissipated  habits,  is  admissible  to  prove  that  his  particular  expecta- 
tion of  life  is  less  than  that  shown  by  the  tables.***  The  copy  of  such 
tables  which  is  placed  in  evidence  should  be  that  published  in  some 
standard  encyclopaedia  or  in  some  insurance  publication  which  is 
proved  to  be  a  recognized  and  standard  authority;  a  mere  printed 
leaflet  without  proof  of  its  authoritative  character  not  being  admis- 
sible." 


6.  Union  Pac.  R.  Co.  v,  Yates,  79 
Fed.  584,  49  U.  S.  App.  241,  25 
C.  C.  A.  103,  40  L.R.A.  553  and  note; 
Bloomington  v.  Shrock,  110  111.  219, 
51  Am.  Rep.  678  and  note;  Bixby 
T.  Omaha  &  C.  B.  Railway  &  Bridge 
Co.,  105  la.  293,  75  N.  W.  182,  67 
A.  S.  R.  299,  43  L.R.A.  533;  Ashworth 
V.  Kittridge,  12  Cush.  (Mass.)  193, 
59  Am.  Dec.  178  and  note;  People  t. 
HaU,  48  Mich.  482,  12  N.  W.  665, 
42  Am.  Rep.  477;  Melvin  v.  Easley, 
46  N.  C.  386,  62  Am.  Dec.  171;  Seott 
V.  Astoria  R.  Co.,  43  Ore.  26,  72  Pac. 
594,  99  A.  S.  R.  710,  62  L.R.A.  543; 
State  T.  Brown,  4  R.  I.  528,  70  Am. 
Dee.  168;  Burt  v.  State,  38  Tex.  Grim. 
397,  40  S.  W.  1000;  43  S.  W.  344, 
39  L.R.A.  305;  Stilling  v.  Thorp,  54 
Wis.  528, 11  N.  W.  906,  41  Am.  Rep. 
60;  Boyle  v.  State,  57  Wis.  472,  16 
N.  W.  827,  46  Am.  Rep.  41.  (These 
eases  overmle  Loniog  t.  State,  2  Pin. 


(Wis.)  215,  1  Chand.  (Wis.)  178,  52 
Am.  Dec.  153.) 

6.  Bixby  v.  Omaha  &  C.  B.  Rail- 
way &  Bridge  Co.,  105  la.  293,  76 
N.  W.  182,  67  A.  S.  R.  299,  43  L.R.A. 
533. 

7.  Bixby  v.  Omaha  &  C.  B.  Railway 
&  Bridge  Co.,  105  la.  293,  75  N.  W. 
182,  67  A.  S.  R.  299,  43  L.R.A.  533. 

Note:  40  L.R.A.  533. 
See  £vn)BNCB,  vol.  10,  par.  365 
et  seq. 

8.  Kansas  City  Southern  R.  Co. 
V.  Morris,  80  Ark.  528,  98  S.  W.  363, 
10  Ann.  Cas.  618  and  note;  Donald- 
son T.  Mississippi  &  M.  B.  Co.,  18 
la.  280,  87  Am.  Dec.  391. 

Note:  40  L.R.A.  553-560. 
See  also  infra,  par.  34. 

9.  Gordon  t.  Tweedy,  74  Al^,  2^ 
49  Am.  Rep.  813. 

10.  Note:  40  L.R.A.  558-560. 

11.  Note:  40  h.R.A.  554. 
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18.  Use  of  Scientific  Books  in  Connection  with  Expert  Testimony.— 
Experts  who  testify  may,  in  giving  their  testimony,  refer  to  scientific 
authorities  and  state  the  result  thereof.  This  is  not  deemed  an  intro- 
duction of  the  books  in  evidence.^'  So  it  is  held  that  the  expert  may 

certify  his  testimony  by  reference  to  standard  scientific  works,  nam- 
ing tbem,^'  or,  where  the  testimony  concerns  a  mechanical  question, 
reading  from  them,^*  though  the  last  named  practice  has  been  con- 
demned so  far  as  concerns  medical  questions.^'  And  the  expert's 
conclusion  is  admissible  though  found  to  have  been  reached  through 
the  study  of  standard  publications  on  the  subject  in  hand.''  It  is 
also  permissible  on  cross-examination  to  read  to  the  witness  statements 
contradictory  to  his  opinion,  found  in  books  which  he  admits  to  be 
authoritative,  and  ask  him  to  explain  the  contradiction.  This  prac- 
tice is  allowed  on  the  theory  that  the  books  are  read  merely  to  teat 
and  discredit  the  knowledge  of  the  witness.  Books  cannot,  therefore, 
be  read  to  the  jury  as  evidence  contrary  to  that  of  the  expert; "  and  it 
has  been  held  that  while  scientific  treatises  to  which  the  witness  has 
himself  referred  and  on  which  he  has  based  his  testimony,  may  be 
used  to  contradict  him,  such  use  cannot  be  made  of  authorities  to 
which  he  has  not  referred."  The  right  to  read  from  scientific  books 
in  the  course  of  argument  and  the  use  of  such  books  in  aid  of  judicial 
notice,  are  treated  elsewhere  in  this  work.*' 


III.  Subjects  ov  Ofjnion  Evidbncb 
Oenerally 

19.  Statement  of  Rule. — Any  subject  wherein  a  person  may  be- 
come specially  learned  or  skilled  is  within  the  broad  field  of  opinion 
evidence.*^   Thus,  experts  may  be  examined  to  explain  terms  of  art, 


12.  Fidelity  ft  Casnalty  Co.  v.  Mey- 
er, 106  Ark.  91,  152  S.  W.  995,  44 
UR.A.(N.S.)  493. 

13.  Scott  T.  Astoria  R.  Co.,  43  Ore. 
26,  72  Pae.  594,  99  A.  S.  R.  710,  62 
LJIA.  543. 

14.  WesterA  Aesur.  Co.  of  Toronto 
T.  J.  H.  Mohlman,  S3  Fed.  811,  51 
U.  S.  App.  677,  28  C.  C.  A.  157,  40 
L.R.A.  561  and  note. 

16.  People  V.  Wheeler,  60  Cal.  581, 
44  Am.  Rep.  70;  Bixby  v.  Omaha  ft 
C.  B.  Railway  ft  Bridge  Co.,  105 
la.  293,  75  N.  W.  182,  67  A.  S.  R. 
299,  43  L.R.A.  533. 

16.  Melvin  v.  Easley,  46  N.  C.  386, 
62  Am.  Dec  171;  Bfitehell  v.  Leech, 
69  S.  C.  413,  48  8.  E.  290,  104  A. 
S.  R.  8U,  66  L.R.A.  723. 


Note:  40  L.R.A.  666. 
See  supra,  par.  8. 

17.  Hess  V.  Lowery,  122  Ind.  225, 
23  N.  E.  156,  17  A.  S.  R.  355,  7 
L.R.A.  90:  Sale  v.  EtchberEf,  Tenn. 
333.  59  S.  W.  1020,  52  LJI.A.  894. 

Note:  40  L.R.A.  569. 
See  also  infra,  par.  62. 

18.  Bloomington  t.  Shooek,  110  HI. 
219, 61  Am.  Rep.  678;  Btxby  v.  Omaha 
ft  0.  B.  Railway  ft  Bridge  Co.,  106  la. 
293,  76  N.  W.  182,  67  A.  8.  R.  299, 
43  L.R.A.  533;  MitcheU  v.  Leech,  69 
S.  C.  413,  48  S.  E.  290,  104  A.  S.  R. 
811,  66  L.R.A.  723. 

19.  See  AaanuSKTS  or  ComraKL, 
vfA.  2,  p.  423  et  seq.;  Jodioal  Norici. 

20.  Milwaukee  eto.,  R.  Co.  v.  Kel- 
logg, 94  U.  &  469,  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
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and  the  state  of  the  art,  at  any  given  time.  They  may  explain  to 
the  court  and  jury  the  machines,  models,  or  drawings  exhibited. 
They  may  point  out  the  difference  or  identity  of  the  mechanical  de- 
vices involved  in  their  construction.  The  maxim  of  cuique  in  sua 
arte  credendum  est  permita  them  to  be  examined  on  questions  of  art  or 
science  peculiar  to  their  trade  or  profession.^  But  from  the  very  na- 
ture of  expert  testimony  *  it  follows  that  it  is  admissible  only  when  it 
relates  to  a  subject  matter  with  which  the  average  experience  and 
common  sense,  of  the  jury  are  insufficient  to  deal.  Consequently  if 
the  subject  is  one  of  common  knowledge,  as  to  which  the  facts  can  be 
intelligently  described  to  the  jury  and  understood  by  them,  and  they 
can  form  a  reasonable  opinion  for  themselves,  the  opinion  of  an  ex- 
pert will  be  rejected.'   Nor  is  it  available  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a 

256;  Staples  t.  Steed,  167  Ala.  241,  note;  Coe  v.  Van  Why,  33  Colo.  315, 

S2  So.  646,  Ann.  Caa.  1912A  480  ;  80  Pac.  894. 3  Ann.  Cas.  562 ;  Birming- 

Dardanelle  Pontoon  Bri^  &  Tnm-  ham  Fire  Ins.  Co.  v.  Pulver,  126  111. 

pike  Co.  T.  Croom,  96  Ark.  284,  129  329,  18  N.  E.  804,  9  A.  S.  R.  598; 

S.  W.  280,  30  L.R.A.(N.S.)  360;  Peo-  Illinois  Cent  R.  Co.  v.  People,  143 

pie  V.  Jennings,  252  111.  534,  96  N.  lU.  434,  33  N.  E.  173,  19  L.R.A.  119, 

E.  1077,  43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1206;  Ham-  reversed  on  another  point  in  163  U.  S. 

mond  V.  Woodman,  41  Me.  177, 66  Am.  142,  16  S.  Ct'1096,  41  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

Dec.  219;  Mazson  t.  Case  Thieshiog  107;  Siegel  v.  Trcka,  218  III.  559,  75 

Mach.  Co.,  81  Neb.  546, 116  N.  W.  281,  N.  E.  1053,  109  A.  S.  R.  302,  2  L.R,A. 

16  LJl.A.(N.S.)  963;  Fisher  V.  Oregon  (N.S.)   647;  Star  Brewery  Co.  v. 

S.  lZ&  U.  N.  R.  Co.,  22  Ore.  533,  30  Hauck,  222  111.  348,  78  N.  E.  827, 

Pao.  425,  16  LA.A.  519;  Enos  v.  St.  113  A.  S.  R.  420;  SpringfleM,  ete., 

Paul-  Fire  &  Marine  Ins.  Co.,  4  S.  D.  Traction  Co.  v.  Warrick,  249  111.  470, 

639,  57  N.  W.  919,  46  A.  8.  R.  796;  94  N.  E.  933,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  187; 

Northern  Supply  Co.  t.  Wangard,  123  Moore  t.  Chicago,  etc.,  Ry.  Co.,  65  la. 

Wis.  1,  100  N.  W.  1066^  107  A.  S.  R.  S06,  22  N.  W.  650,  64  Am.  Rep.  26; 

984;  Hamann  v.  Milwaukee  Bridge  Duncan  t.  Atchison,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  86 

Co.,  127  Wis.  660,  106  N.  W.  1081,  Kan.  112,  119  Pac.  356,  51  L.R.A. 

7  Ann.  Cas.  458.  (N.S.)  565;  State  v.  Fontenot,  60  La. 

1.  Wioans  v.  New  York,  etc.  R.  Co.,  Ann.  637,  23  So.  634,  69  A.  S.  R.  455; 
21  How.  §8,  16  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  68;  Stumore  v.  Shaw,  68  Md.  11,  11  Atl. 
Milwaukee,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Kellogg,  360,  6  A.  S.  R.  412;  Ann  Arundel 
94  U.  S.  469,  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  256.  County  v.  State,  107  Md.  210,  68 

2.  See  supra,  par.  2,  7.  Atl.  602,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  452;  Per- 

3.  Warden  v.  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  kins  v.  Augusta  Ins.  etc.,  Co.,  10  Gray 
94  Ala.  277,  10  So.  276,  14  L.R.A.  (Mass.)  312,  71  Am.  Dec.  654;  Hig- 
;)52;  Johnson  v.  Xvouisville,  etc.,  R.  gins  v.  Dewey  107  Mass.  494,  9  Am. 
Co.,  104  Ala.  241,  16  So.  75,  53  A.  Rep.  63;  Whalen  v.  Rosnosky,  195 
S.  R.  39}  Alabama  Mineral  R.  Co.  Mass.  545,  81  N.  E.  282,  122  A.  S.  R. 
V.  Jones,  114  Ala.  519,  21  So.  507,  271;  Clinton  v.  Root,  58  Mich.  182,  24 
62  A.  S.  R.  121;  Dumas  v.  State,  159  N.  W.  667,  55  Am.  Rep.  671;  Harris 
Ala.  42,  49  So.  224,  133  A.  S.  R.  17;  v.  Clinton  Tp.,  64  Mich.  447,  31  N. 
KaufEman  v.  Maier,  94  Cal.  269,  29  W.  425,  8  A.  S.  R.  842;  McNnlly  v. 
Pac.  481,  18  L.R.A.  124;  Limberg  v.  Colwell,  91  Mich.  527,  52  N.  W.  70, 
Glenwood  Lumber  Co.,  127  Cal.  598,  30  A.  S.  R.  494;  Brnasch  v.  Michigan 
60  Pac.  176,  49  L.R.A.  33;  Smuggler  Stove  Co.,  153  Mich.  652,  118  N.  W. 
[Tnion  Min.  Co.  v.  Broderick,  25  Colo.  366,  20  L.R.A.(N.S.)  500;  Anderson 
IG,  53  Pnc.  169,  71  A.  S.  R.  106  and  v.  Fielding,  92  Minn.  42,  99  N.  W. 
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word  of  common  meaning  a  technical  significance,  as  that  tiie  term 
"passenger  elevator,"  used  in  an  insurance  policy,  had  a  certain 

meaning  among  elevator  manufacturers.* 

20.  Rule  Elaborated  and  Illustrated. — ^Whether  the  jury  should 
be  left  to  make  the  proper  deduction  from  each  fact  proved  or  may 

be  aided  fey  the  opinions  of  experts  must  in  every  case  depend  upon 
the  nature  of  the  question  involved.  If  the  connection  between  the 
fact  and  its  experienced  consequences  belongs  to  the  ordinary  informa- 
tion of  men,  the  general  rule  must  govern ;  if  not,  and  it  lies  within 
the  limits  of  some  art  or  science,  the  exception  applies,  and  it  may  be 
proved  by  the  opinions  of  persons  skilled  in  it.^  Ordinary  standards 
of  conduct,  of  safety  or  danger,  comfortable  endurance  or  human 
ability  in  a  customary  connection,  the  operation  of  well-known  natural 
laws,  the  application  of  force  m  a  familiar  form,  the  common  char- 
acteristics of  animals  and  what  is  likely  to  frighten  or  otherwise  in- 
jure them,  or  what,  on  the  other  hand,  may  be  approached  by  them 
with  safety,  and  methods  of  doing  business  which  involve  no  special 
training,  are  within  the  rule  excluding  opinion  evidence.  So  also,  the 
existence  of  social  customs,  inferences  drawn  from  ordinary  resem- 
blances, and,  in  genferal,  whatever  anyone  may  observe  for  himself 
and  reach  a  reasonable  conclusion  with  regard  to,  may  be  decided  by 

357,  104  A.  B.  R.  665;  Newraark  v.  S.  W.  183,  73  A.  S.  R.  864  andVote, 

Liverpool,  etc.,  F.,  etc.,  Ins.  Co.,  30  45  L.R.A.  591;  Bradstreet  Co.  v.  Gill, 

Mo.  160,  77  Am.  Dec.  608;  Gutridge  72  Tex.  115,  9  S.  W.  753,  13  A.  S. 

V.  Missouri  Pae.  Ry.  Co.,  94  Mo.  468,  R.  768,  2  L.R.A.  405;  Stowe  v.  Bishop, 

7  S.  W.  476,  4  A.  S.  R.  392;  Hurst  58  Vt.  498,  3  Ail.  494,  66  Am.  Rep. 

V.  Kansas  City,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  163  Mo.  569;  Turner  v.  Great  Northern  Ry. 

309,  63  S.  W.  696,  85  A.  S.  R.  53y;  Co.,  15  Wash.  213,  46  Pac.  243,  &S 

State  V.  Nevada  Cent.  R.  Co.,  28  Nev.  A.  S.  R.  883;  Johnson  v.  Caiu^ren, 

186,  81  Pae.  99,  113  A.  S.  R.  834  ;  56  Wash.  125,  104  Pac.  170,  19  Ann. 

Jefferson  Ins.  Co.  t.  Cotheal,  7  Wend.  Cas.  1148;  Johnson  v.  Mack  Hfg.  Co., 

(N,  y.)  72,  22  Am.  Dec.  567;  Van  65  W.  Va.  544,  64  S.  E.  841,  131  A. 

Zandt  V.  Mutual  Ben.  L.  Ins.  Co.,  65  S.  R.  979,  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1189: 

N.  Y.  169, 14  Am.  Rep.  215;  Dougherty  Knoll  v.  State,  65  Wis.  249, 12  N.  W, 

T.  Milliken,  163  N.  7.  627,  67  N.  E.  369,  42  Am  Rep  701;  Ki»ber  v.  Hil- 

767,  79  A.  S.  R.  608;  Fisher  v.  Or^n  waukee  Medianie'a  Hut.  Ins.  Co.,  74 

Short  Une,  etc„  Ry.  Co.,  22  Ore.  533,  Wis.  470,  43  N.  W.  487,  6  L.R.A.  779; 

30  Pac.  425,  16  L.R.A.  619;  Hahn  Hamann  t.  Wtlwankee  Bridge  Co.,  127 

V.  Quardtan  Assur.  Co.,  23  Ore.  676,  Wis.  650,  106  N.  W.  1081,  7  Ann. 

32  Pac.  683,  37  A.  S.  R.  7C9;  Graham  Cas.  458. 

V.  Pennsvlvania  Co.,  139  Pa.  St.  149,  Notes:  66  Am.  Dee.  220  :  49  Am. 

21  Atl.  151,  12  L.R.A.  293  and  note;  R«).  554. 

Siegler  v.  Mellinger,  203  Pa.  St.  236,  4.  Wilmareh  t.  Pacific  Hut  L  Ins. 

52  Atl.  175,  93  A.  S.  R.  768;  McKim  Co.,  168  Cal.  636,  143  Pae.  780,  Ann. 

V.  Philadelphia,  217  Pa.  St.  243,  66  Cas.  1916B  1120. 

AU.  340,  19  L.R.A.(N.S.)  506;  Mc-  6.  Hartford  Protection  Ins.  Co.  v. 

Gown  T.  Mnldrow,  91  S.  C.  523,  74  Harmer,  2  Ohio  St.  462,  69  Am.  Dee. 

S.  E.  386,  Ann.  Cas.  igi4A  139;  684. 

Cooper  T.  Overton,  102  Tenn.  211,  52 
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a  jury  without  the  assistance  of  any  experience  other  than  their  own. 
And  if  the  jury,  though  presumably  devoid  at  the  beginning  of  a 
toial  of  experience  concerning  a  subject  matter,  can  be  so  informed 
during  its  progress  as  to  reach  an  accurate  conclusion,  the  subject  is 
not  one  for  an  inference,  conclusion,  or  judgment,  and  the  evidence 
may  be  excluded  in  the  discretion  of  the  court.*  It  is  not  sufficient 
to  warrant  the  introduction  of  expert  evidenced  that  the  witness  may 
know  more  of  the  subject  of  inquiry,  and  may  better  comprehend  and 
appreciate  it  than  the  jury.  The  jurors  may  have  less  skill  and  ex- 
perience than  the  witnesses  and  yet  have  enough  to  draw  thmr  own 
conclusions  and  do  justice  between  the  parties.'  On  this  principle 
the  opinion  of  experts  has  been  held  inadmissible  to  prove  whether 
certain  pictures  were  obscene,*  whether  defendant's  trade  labels  were 
likely  to  deceive  the  public  by  their  resemblance  to  plaintiff's  labels,* 
whether  imitation  butter  is  or  is  not  of  the  color  of  true  butter,  where 
the  imitation  article  is  in  evidence,^^  and  whether  a  pugilistic  en- 
counter is  a  prize  fight  or  a  boxing  exhibition.^'  Many  other  appli- 
cations of  the  rule  stated  are  reprinted  subsequently  herein  in 
connection  with  the  discussion  of  matters  which,  by  reason  of  the 
frequency  with  which  they  have  been  judicially  declared  to  be  or  not 
to  be  proper  subjects  of  opinion  evidence,  lend  themselves  to  cate- 
gorical classification.** 

21.  Visibility,  Audibility,  Sufficiency  of  Time,  etc — ^The  question 
often  arises  on  a  trial  whether  certain  objects  could  have  been  seen, 
ffounds  heard,  or  odors  perceived,  under  the  circumstances  of  distance, 
light,  etc.,  which  existed  at  a  certain  time.  Evidently  such  a  question 
calls  for  an  opinion  or  estimate,  since  the  witness  cannot  answer  it 
with  absolute  precision;  but  it  is  a  matter  of  common  observation 
and  inference  rather  than  of  scientific  judgment,  and  thdrefore  does 
uot  require  expert  evidence.  In  a  proper  case  such  an  opinion  may  be 
given  by  any  one  who  had  full  opportunity  for  observation;  as,  how 
ffu-  a  vessel  could  be  seen  from  the  shore;  whether  odors  from  a 
sewer  could  be  smelled  at  the  plaintiff's  residence;**  whether  a  wit- 
ness could  have  heard  a  locomotive  bell  and  whistle  if  they  had 

6.  Pearson  v.  Alaska  Pae.  Steam-  10.  State  v.  Armonr  Paeking  Co., 
ship  Co.,  61  Wash.  560,  99  Pae.  753,  124  la.  323,  100  N.  W.  69,  2  Ann. 

130  A.  S.  R.  1117.  Cas.  448. 

7.  Anne  Arundel  County  v.  State,  11.  Seville  v.  State,  49  Ohio  St. 
107  Md.  210,  68  Atl.  602,  14  L.RA.  117,  30  N.  E.  621,  15  L.R.A.  516; 
(N.S.)  452;  Ferguson  v.  Hubboll,  97  State  v.  Olympic  Club,  46  La.  Ann. 
N.  Y.  507,  49  Am.  Rep.  544.  936, 15  So.  190,  24  L.R.A.  452. 

8.  People  V.  MuUer,  96  N.  Y.  408,  12.  See  infra,  par.  21  et  seq. 


9.  Radam  v.  Capital  Microbe  De-  60  Am.  Dec.  577. 
■troyer  Co.,  81  Tet.  122,  16  8.  W.      14.  Adler  &  Co.  t.  Pruitt,  169  Ala. 
990,  26  A.  S.  R.  783.  213,  63  So.  315,  32  L.RJi.(N.S.)  889. 

B.  C.  L.  VoL  XI.— 38.  693 


48  Am.  Rep.  635. 


13.  Innis  v.  The  Senator,  4  Cal.  5, 
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Bounded; "  whether  an  outcry  from  a  victim  could  have  been  heard 
from  the  highway ;  *•  or  whether  the  defectiveness  of  an  iron  ring 
could  be  perceived  in  a  dark  mine  shaft.''  The  length  of  time  re- 
quired for  a  certain  action  or  series  of  actions,'*  or  whether  there  was 
sufficient  time  for  certain  things  to  be  done,  are  also  proper  matters 
for  the  opinion  of  a  competent  observer.**  But  in  any  case  mere 
opinions  or  estimates  should  be  rejected  if  the  controlling  facts  can  be 
so  described  as  to  enable  the  jury  to  determine  the  question  tntelli* 
gently  without  them,***  or  in  any  case  where  it  is  apparent  that  the  wit- 
ness's conclusion  is  a  mere  conjecture.' 

22.  Questions  of  Lav  Generally. — ^The  testimony  of  expert  wit- 
nesses, 83  well  as  of  all  others,  is  confined  to  matters  of  fact.  It  can- 
not be  received  if  it  amounts  to  a  conclusion  of  law.  Thus,  an  expert 
cannot  be  asked  if  the  person  in  question  was  competent  to  make  a  deed 
or  will,  since  that  involves  a  legal  opinion  as  to  what  constitutes  such 
competency,'  nor  can  the  testimony  of  professors  or  mechanics  be 
received  to  prove  what  is  the  proper  or  legal  construction  of  any 
instrument  of  writing.  A  judge  may  obtain  information  from  them, 
if  he  desires  it,  on  matters  which  he  does  not  clearly  comprehend,  but 
he  cannot  be  compelled  to  receive  their  opinions  as  matters  of  evi- 
dence.' Nor,  generally,  will  the  opinion  of  a  lawyer  be  received  as  to 
whether  a  certain  person  has  title  to  personalty,*  or  as  to  whether  a 
land  title  is  or  is  not  marketable,  though  where  all  the  facts  on  which 
such  opinion  is  based  are  before  the  court  its  admission  is  not  necessa- 
rily prejudicial.*  And  an  expert  accountant  cannot  testify  to  the  earn- 
ing capacity  of  a  railroad  for  the  purpose  of  taxation  as  ascertained  by 
its  books,  when  it  appears  that  he  included  and  excluded  items  acccrd- 


16.  Chicago  &  A.  R.  Co.  y.  Dillon, 
123  HI.  570,  15  N.  E.  181,  5  A.  S.  R. 
559. 

16.  State  V.  Taylor,  57  S.  C.  483, 
35  S.  E.  729,  76  A.  S.  R.  575. 

17.  Brazil  Block  Coal  Co.  v.  Gib- 
son, 160  Ind.  319,  66  N.  E.  882,  98  A. 
S.  R.  281. 

18.  State  V.  McGuire,  84  Conn.  470, 
80  Atl.  761,  38  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1045; 
Seaboard  Air-Line  R.  v.  Bradley,  125 
Ga.  193,  54  S.  E.  69,  114  A.  S.  R. 
196. 

19.  Quinn  v.  New  York,  etc.,  R.  Co., 
56  Conn.  44,  12  Atl.  97,  7  A.  S.  R. 
284;  Stewart  v.  State,  19  Ohio  302, 
53  Am.  Dec.  426;  Ward  v.  Charleston 
City  R.  Co.,  19  S.  C.  521,  45  Am.  Rep. 
794;  Mills  v.  Missouri,  etc.,  R.  Co., 
94  Tex.  242,  59  S.  W.  874,  55  L.R.A. 
497. 


20.  Ferguson  v.  State,  134  Ala.  63, 
32  So.  760,  92  A.  S.  R.  17;  Hermes 
V.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  80  Wis.  590, 
50  N.  W.  584,  27  A.  S.  R.  69. 

1.  Otis  V.  Thorn,  23  Ala.  469,  68 
Am.  Dec.  303. 

2.  Coblentz  v.  Putifer,  87  Kan.  719, 
125  Pac.  30,  42  L.R.A.(N.S.)  298; 
Hall  V.  Perry,  87  Me.  569,  33  Atl.  160, 
47  A.  S.  R.  352;  Brown  v.  Mitchell 
88  Tex.  350,  31  S.  W.  621,  36  L.RA.. 
64  and  noiu. 

3.  Winans  v.  New  York,  etc.,  K. 
Co.,  21  How.  88,  16  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
68. 

4.  Log  Owner's  Booming  Co.  T. 
Hubbell,  135  Mich.  65,  97  if.  W.  157, 
4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  573. 

6.  Buswell  V.  0.  W.  Kerr  Co.,  112 
Hinn.  388,  128  N.  W.  459,  21  Ann. 
Cas.  837  and  note. 
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ing  to  his  own  opinion  of  their  being  proper  subjects  for  taxation.*  So, 
whether  engaging  in  the  business  of  midwifery  constitutes  "practicing 
medicine,"  within  the  purview  of  a  license  statute,  has  been  held 
not  a  proper  subject  of  expert  testimony.^  But  it  has  also  been  held 
that  physiciana  or  druggists  may  testify  as  to  whether  a  sale  by  a  drug- 
gist of  opium  to  habitual  smokers  is  "for  a  legitimate  nurpose,"  within 
the  meaning  of  a  prohibitory  statute;  this  holding  being  based  on  the 
rule  that  when  words  having  both  a  popular  and  a  trade  or  technical 
meaning  are  used  in  a  penal  statute,  and  as  so  used  have  reference 
to  a  trade  or  profession,  they  should  be  accorded  their  technical 
meaning,  which  may  be  proved  by  experts  or  members  of  such  trade 
or  profession.' 

23.  Law  of  Other  Jurisdictions. — ^What  is  the  law  of  a  foreign 

jurisdiction  is,  however,  classed  as  a  question  of  fact  rather  than  of 
law,  and  may  be  proved  by  the  opinion  evidence  of  experts.  Whether 
the  proof  should  be  given  to,  and  the  state  of  the  foreign  law  deter- 
mined by,  the  court  or  the  jury,  is  a  question  on  which  the  decisions 
are  in  dispute.*  It  has  been  held  that  while  the.  foreign  law  is  to  be 
proved  as  a  fact,  it  is  not  in  its  essential  nature  a  fact  any  more  than 
domestic  law  is  a  fact,  and  therefore  that  the  ascertaining  of  that  law 
from  the  statutes  or  decisions  before  the  court  is  for  the  judge  rather 
than  for  the  jury,  and  that  it  must  be  decided  by  the  court  on  its  own 
opinion,  though  contrary  to  the  uncontradicted  testimony  of  the 
expert  witness.^*  And  so  on  appeal  the  court  will  not  accept  the 
testimony  of  the  experts  where  it  is  contrary  to  ita  own  conclusions 
from  the  statutes  in  evidence  and  the  reported  cases.^^  On  the  other 
hand,  it  has  been  held  that  a  disputed  construction  of  a  foreign  statute 
must  be  decided  by  the  jury.'*  If  the  law  which  is  to  be  proved  is  a 
statute,  the  best  rule  evidence  requires  the  text  of  the  statute  itself  to  be 
produced  in  evidence.  The  strictly  formal  mode  of  proof  is  by  an 
exemplified  copy  under  the  great  seal  of  the  state,  but  at  any  rate  as 
between  the  states  of  the  Union,  it  may  be  proved  by  producing  the 
statute-book  of  the  state,  of  the  genuineness  and  authority  of  which 

6.  State  V.  Nevada  Cent.  R.  Co.,  28  1913D  251  and  note. 

Nev.  186,  81  Pae.  99,  U3  A.  S.  R.  10.  China  Bank  v.  Morse,  168  N. 

834.  Y.  458,  61  N.  E.  774,  85  A.  S.  R. 

See  generally,  Taxation.  676,  56  L.R.A.  139;  Knickerbocker 

7.  Com.  V.  Pom,  196  Mass.  326,  82  Trust  Co.  v.  Iselin,  185  N.  Y.  54,  77 
N.  E.  31, 13  Ann.  Cas.  569, 17  L.R.A.  N.  E.  877,  113  A.  S.  R.  863.  See  also 
(N.S.)  94.  Clark  v.  Eltinge,  38  Wash.  376,  80 

8.  Katzman  v.  Com.,  140  Ky.  124,  Pac.  556,  107  A.  S.  R.  858. 

130  8,  W.  990,  140  A.  S.  R.  359,  30  11.  Eberbart  v.  Rath,  89  Kan.  329, 

LRA.(N.S.)  519.  131  Pae.  604,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  268. 

See  Evidence,  vol.  10,  p.  267  et  st  .  12.  Hite  v.  Keene,  149  Wis.  207, 

9.  Hite  V.  Keene,  149  Wis.  207,  134  134  N.  W.  383,  135  N.  W.  354,  Ann. 
N.  W.  383,  135  N.  W.  354,  Ann.  Cas.  Cas.  1913D  251. 
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the  court  will  take  judicial  notice.**  But  if  the  interpretation  of  the 
statute  and  its  application  to  the  particular  case  require  a  knowledge 
of  the  judicial  decisions  and  local  practice,  the  face  of  the  statute  must 
be  supplemented  by  evidence  from  experts  familiar  with  the  law  of  the 
jurisdiction  in  question ;  ^*  though  it  has  been  held  that  an  expert  can- 
not give  the  general  consensus  of  the  bench  and  bar  upon  the  constitu- 
tion of  a  foreign  statute — that  he  may  state  any  judicial  decisions  of 
which  he  may  know,  but  that  the  court  must  then  construe  the  law 
for  itself.**  When  the  question  is  one  of  unwritten,  common,  or  case 
law,  expert  evidence  is  always  admissible  to  prove  either  what  the  law 
is,  or  the  sources  in  which  it  may  be  found,  and  the  mode  of  its  appli- 
cation.** The  usual  source  of  such  expert  testimony  is  a  lawyer  en- 
gaged in  practice  in  the  state  in  question.*'  But  inagistrates  whose 
duty  it  is  to  apply  the  law,  or  even  private  persons  whose  business  has 
made  them  familiar  with  the  law,  may  be  called.*^  So,  bankers  may 
testify  when  the  question  concerns  commercial  paper.**  And  un- 
learned witnesses  were  permitted  to  testify  to  the  custom  of  Protestant 
settlers  in  the  Spanish  colony  of  Mississippi  to  be  married  by  a  justice 
of  the  peace  under  regulations  promulgated  by  the  governor,  since  it 
did  not  appear  that  there  was  any  settled  or  permanent  body  of  law 
in  that  colony  which  could  be  regularly  proved.*®  In  England  it 
has  been  held  that  the  matrimonial  law  of  Rome  might  be  proved 
by  a  Roman  Catholic  bishop  who  had  studied  it.*   Attorneys  of  the 

IS.  Notes:  113  A.  8.  E.  868-884;  Dougherty  v.  Snyder,  15  Serg.  &  R. 

25  L.R^.  449-468.  (Pa.)  84,  16  Am.  Dec.  620;  Wood- 
See  also  £viD£NCK,  vol.  10,  par.  54  bridge  v.  Austin,  2  Tyler  (Vt.)  364, 

et  seq.  4  Am.  Dec.  740. 

14.  Dimpfel  v.  Wilson,  107  Md.  329,  Notes:  66  Am.  Dec.  239  :  25  L.RA. 
68  Atl.  501,  15  Ann.  Cas.  753,  13  451. 

L.R,A.(N.S.)  1180;  Bollinger  v.  Gal-  17.  Jackson  v.  Jackson,  82  Md.  17, 

lagber,  163  Pa.  St.  245,  29  Atl.  751,  33  Atl.  317,  34  L.R.A.  773;  Qasaway 

43  A.  S.  R.  791;  Barrows  v.  Downs,  v.  Thomas,  56  Wash.  77,  105  Pao.  168, 

9  R.  I.  446,  11  Am.  Rep.  283.  20  Ann.  Cas.  1337  and  note. 

Note:  25  L.R.A.  462.  18.  Notes:  66  Am.  Dec.  234;  58 

15.  Clark  v.  Eltinge,  38  Wash.  376,  A.  S.  R.  575;  113  A.  8.  R.  883;  26 
80  Pac.  556,  107  A.  S.  R.  858.    See  L.R.A.  449. 

also  China  Bank,  etc.  v.  Morse,  168  N.  Under  the  North  Carolina  code  "all 

Y.  458,  61  N.  E.  774,  85  A.  S.  R.  676,  persona  who  might  profess  to  have 

56  L.R.A.  139;  Knickerbocker  Trust  an    acquaintance    with    such  Uws 

Co.  V.  Iselin,  186  N.  Y.  54,  77  N.  E.  should  be  permitted  to  testify."  SUte 

877,  113  A.  S.  R.  863.  v.  Behrman,  114  N.  C.  797,  19  S. 

16.  Taylor  v.  Swett,  3  La.  33,  22  E.  220,  25  L.RA.  449. 

Am.  Dec.  156;  Robertson  t.  Staed,  19.  Banco  De  Sonora  t.  Bankers' 

135  Mo.  135,  36  S.  W.  610,  58  A.  S.  Mut.  Casualty  Co.,  124  la.  576,  100 

R.  569,  33  L.R.A.  203;  Kenny  v.  N.  W.  532,  104  A.  S.  R.  367. 

Clarkson,  1  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  385,  3  20.  Phillips  v.  Gregg,  10  WatU 

Am  Dec.  336;  Bank  of  China,  etc.,  (Pa.)  158,  36  Am.  Dec.  158. 

T.  Morse,  1G8  N.  Y.  458,  61  N.  E.  1.  Note :  66  Am.  Dee.  234. 
774,  85  A.  8.  R.  676,  56  Lit.A.  139; 
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forum  where  the  question  is  raised  may  testify  where  it  appears  that 
they  have  had  professional  occasion  to  investigate  the  law  and  that  it 
was  pointed  out  and  explained  to  them  by  reputable  attorneys  of  the 
jurisdiction  in  question.*  But  in  any  event  the  witness  must  have 
some  peisonal  knowledge  of  the  law  in  question.  So^  a  resident  of 
another  country,  who  knows  about  the  law  thereof  only  from  general 
studies  in  jurisprudence,  is  not  competent  to  testify  to  his  under* 
standing.'  Similarly,  it  has  been  held  that  a  policeman  of  a  foreign 
state  was  not  competent  to  testify  as  to  a  law  thereof  which  in  no  way 
related  to  his  duties  or  position  as  an  officer,  the  question  in  the  par- 
ticular case  being  as  to  the  laws  of  marriage  and  the  witness  having 
looked  it  up  for  personal  reasons  growing  out  of  difficulties  with  his 
wife.* 

24.  General  Social  Facts  Affecting  Constitutionality  of  Statutes. — 
In  many  of  the  oases  in  which  the  validity  of  statutes  is  challenged 
becbuse  they  are  alleged  to  be  violative  of  constitutional  rights,  and 

defended  under  the  police  power,  the  decisive  question  is  really  one  of 
fact  whether  the  facts  to  which  the  legislation  relates  are  such  as  to 
justify  exceptional  legislative  action  in  the  interest  of  public  health, 
humanity  and  order;  as  in  the  Miners'  Eight-Hour  case,  the  dan- 
gers attending  protracted  labor  in  mines;  •  in  the  Women's  Ten-Hour 
case,  the  special  injury  suffered  from  long  hours  of  labor  by  women;  • 
in  the  Oleomargarine  case,  the  possible  danger  to  the  public  health 
from  imitations  of  butter — were  held  to  justify  the  statutes  under  con- 
sideration.' In  the  famous  New  York  Bakers*  case,  the  difference 
between  the  New  York  Court  of  Appeals  and  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  and  between  the  majority  and  minority  in  each  of 
those  courts,  was  hardly  at  all  in  regard  to  the  applicable  rules  of  law, 
but  as  to  whether  in  fact  the  occupation  of  a  baker  involved  special 
danger  to  health  from  long  hours  of  employment.^  Real  ^questions 
of  fact,  though  of  a  general  rather  than  a  particular  nature,  are, 
th^fore,  involved,  and  in  some  of  these  cases  very  extensive  briefs 
have  been  filed,  quoting  sociological  authorities  and  social  statistics. 
In  some  of  them  the  testimony  of  experts  has  been  offered.    In  one 

2.  Hall  V.  Costello,  48  N.  H.  176,  6.  Muller  v.  Oregon,  208  U.  S.  412, 
2  Am.  Rep.  207.  28  S.  Ct  324,  52  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  551, 

3.  Baneoe  De  Sonora  v.  Bankers*  13  Ann.  Cas.  957. 

Mut.  Casualty  Co.,  124  la.  576,  100  N.  7.  Powell  v.  Pennsylvania,  127  U. 
W.  532,  104  A.  S.  R.  367.  S.  678,  8  S.  Ct  992,  1257,  32  U.  S. 

4.  People  V.  Lambert,  5  Mich.  349,   (L.  ed.)  253. 

72  Am.  Dee.  49.  8.  People  v.  Lochner,  177  N.  Y.  l45, 

5.  Holden  v.  Hardy,  169  U.  S.  366,  69  N.  E.  373,  101  A.  8.  R.  773, 
18  S.  Ct.  383,  42  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  780,  reversed  198  U.  S.  45,  25  S.  Ct.  539, 
affirmmg  State  v.  Holden,  14  Utah  71,  49  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  937,  3  Ann.  Cas. 
96,  46  Pae.  756,  1105,  37  L.R.A.  103,  1133. 
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case  such  testimony  was  offered  to  prove  that  execution  by  an  electric 
shock  was  cruel,  and  therefore  prohibited  by  the  constitutional  prohi- 
bition of  cruel  and  unusual  punishments.*  But  it  has  invariably  been 
held  that  such  evidence  is  not  admissible.  The  respect  due  to  the 
legislative  branch  of  the  government  requires  the  <x)urt  to  yield  to  its 
determination  of  tne  pertinent  questions  of  public  welfare  and  neces- 
sity, unless  the  facts  to  the  contrary  are  so  clear  that  the  court  can 
take  judicial  notice  of  them.  It  would  be  unseemly  to  permit  the 
declaration  of  public  policy  by  the  legislature  to  be  challenged  by 
individual  opinions,  possibly  of  a  conflicting  character.  Such  infor- 
mation as  may  be  obtained  from  the  study  of  statistics  or  of.  authori- 
tative writings  is  for  tiie  assistance  of  the  court  in  exercising  its 
judicial  knowledge,  and  is  not  evidence  in  a  technical  sense.'* 

25.  Existence  of  Trade  Customs. — Whether  the  existence  of  a 
usage  in  a  particular  trade  or  line  of  business,  so  universally  and 
widely  known  that  knowledge  of  it  must  be  imputed  to  those  who 
engage  in  that  business,  will  affect  the  construction  of  contracts  and 
the  rights  and  duties  of  the  parties  is  not  within  the  scope  of  this 
article.^*  But  if  by  the  law  of  the  subject  and  from  the  nature  of  the 
case  the  existence  of  such  a  custom  is  pertinent,  it  may  be  proved  by 
the  testimony  of  witnesses  engaged  in  the  trade  and  familiar  with  its 
customs  and  usages.'*  It  is  the  fact,  that  is,  the  actual  trade  usage, 
which  is  open  to  proof;  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  expert  witness 
certain  rights  or  liabilities  exist  or  ought  to  exist  is  not  admissible." 
The  general  usage  of  merchants  in  the  same  trade  and  in  the  same 
city,  as  to  the  amount  of  stock  carried  in  proportion  to  their  sales,  is 
admissible  to  discredit  the  proof  of  loss  filed  by  one  whose  stock  has 
been  burned,  which  showed  a  much  greater  proportion ;  ^*  but  a 
merchant  in  ft  much  larger  city  will  not  be  permitted  to  testify  as  to 
the  prudent  proportion  of  stock  to  sales.'* 

26.  Increase  of  Insurance  Risk. — One  particular  question  of  com- 
mercial usage,  and  of  the  opinion  of  men  skilled  in  a  particular  line 
of  business,  which  often  comes  before  the  courts^  is  that  of  the  admis- 

9.  People  V.  Durston,  119  N.  Y.  569,      11.  See  Contracts,  vol.  6,  pp.  849, 
24  N.  E.  6,  16  A.  S.  R.  859,  7  L.RJl.  850,  856;  Usages  and  Customs. 
715.  12.  Bodfish  v.  Fox,  23  Me.  90,  39 

10.  Powell  V.  Pennsylvania,  127  U.  Am.  Dec.  611. 

5.  687,  8  S.  Ct.  992,  1257,  32  U.  S.  13.  Horan  v.  Strachan,  86  Ga.  408, 
(L.  ed.)  253;  Ex  parte  Kair,  28  Nev.  12  S.  E.  678,  22  A.  S.  R.  471;  Allen 
127,  80  Pac.  463,  113  A.  S.  R.  817  v.  Merchants'  Bank,  22  Wend.  (N.  Y.) 
and  note,  6  Ann.  Cas.  893;  People  215,  34  Am.  Dec.  289;  Missouri  Pac. 
V.  Durston,  119  N.  Y.  569,  24  N.  E.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Pagan,  72  Tex.  127,  9  S. 

6,  16  A.  S.  R.  859,  7  L.R.A.  715,  W.  749,  13  A.  S.  R.  776,  2  L.R.A.  75. 
afTirmed  in  136  U.  S.  436,  10  S.  Ct.  14.  Home  Ins.  Co.  v.  Weide,  11 
930,  34  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  519.  Wall.  438,  20  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  197. 

See  Constitutional  Law,  vol.  6,     15.  Jones  v.  Mechanics*  Fire  Ins. 


p.  Ill  et  seq. 


Co.,  36  N.  J.  L.  29, 13  Am.  Rep.  405. 
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sibility  of  the  opinion  of  insurance  experts  as  to  whether  a  certain 
change  in  the  character  or  use  of  insured  property,  or  a  certain 
omission  or  erroneous  statement  in  the  application  for  insurance^  ia 
material  to  the  risk.  The  question  of  evidence  thus  presented  has 
been  before  the  courts  of  England  and  America  in  many  different 
phases,  and  the  decisions  present  a  bewildering  conflict  of  authority. 
The  most  complete  examination  of  the  question  is  to  be  found  in 
an  opinion  from  the  United  States  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals,  in 
which  the  English  and  American  cases  are  reviewed  at  length,  and 
1(  is  held  that  such  testimony  is  generally  inadmissible.  The  opin- 
ion, however,  makes  the  following  distinction,  which  will  be  found 
to  be  supported  by  most  of  the  cases:.  "If  it  requires  scientific  knowl- 
edge or  peculiar  skill  to  trace  the  possible  causal  or  evidential  con- 
nection between  the  fact  claimed' to  be  material  and  the  loss  or  death 
insured  against,  then,  of  course,  the  testimony  of  those  learned  in  the 
necessary  science,  or  trained  in  the  particular  craft,  should  be  fur- 
nished to  the  jury,  to  enable  them  properly  to  estimate  the  weight 
which  a  reasonably  prudent  insurer  would  naturally  give  to  the  fact, 
in  bis  calculation  of  chances.  But  where  the  calculation  of  the 
chances  involves  a  consideration  only  of  facts  of  every-day  life,  of 
the  motives  of  men  living  in  the  same  community  with  members  of 
the  jury,  and  of  those  ordinary  physical  and  natural  cau?es  of  which 
every  man  is  presumed  to  have  an  understanding,  it  is  diflicuU  to  see 
why  an  insurance  examiner  should  be  permitted  to  influence  the  jury 
by  giving  his  sworn  opinion  on  the  very  issue  which  they  are 
assembled  to  try,  and  of  which  they  are  presumed  to  have  the 
same  opportunities  upon  which  to  found  a  reliable  judgment  as  he. 
It  is  true,  he  may  have  bad  occasion,  in  his  business,  to  consider 
and  weigh  facts  of  this  character,  for  this  purpose,  much  more 
frequently  than  the  jury,  but  that  does  not  render  hh  opinions  on  the 
facts  competent  evidence."  This  case  also  holds  that  there  is  no 
difference  in  this  respect  between  the  law  of  marine,  fire  and  life 
insurance.^*  In  the  great  majority  of  cases  such  testimony  has  been 
rejected ;    but  in  a  few  cases,  in  which  the  facts  were  of  an  unusual 

16.  Penn  Mut.  Life  Ins.  Co.  t.  First  Congregational  Church  v.  Hoi- 
Mechanics  Savings  Bank  &  Trust  Co.,  yoke  Mut.  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  158  Mass. 
72  Fed.  413,  73  Fed.  653,  37  U.  S.  475,  33  N.  E.  572,  35  A.  S.  R.  508,  19 
App.  692,  43  U.  S.  App.  75,  19  C.  L.R.A.  587;  Jefferson  Ins.  Co.  v.  Cot- 
C.  A.  286,  19  C.  C.  A.  316,  38  LJIA.  heal,  7  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  72,  22  Am. 
33.  Dec.  567;  Rawls  v.  American  Mut. 

See  also  Insurancb.  Life  Ins.  Co.,  27  N.  T.  282,  84  Am. 

17.  Joyce  v.  Maine  Ins.  Co.,  45  Me.  Dec.  280;  Hartford  Protection  Ins. 
168,  71  Am.  Dee.  536;  Mulry  v.  Mo-  Co.  v.  Harmer,  2  Ohio  St.  452,  59 
hawk  Va!.  Ins.  Co.,  5  Gray  (Mass.)  Am.  Dec.  684  (which  carefully  states 
541,  66  Am.  Dec.  380  and  note;  Luce  the  same  distinction  drawn  hy  Judge 
T.  Dorchester  Mut.  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  105  Taft  in  the  Penn  Mutual  case,  supra); 
Mass.  297,  7  Am.  Rep.  522;  Rockland  Hahn  v.  Quardian  Assur.  Co.,  23  Ore. 
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character,  the  effect  of  which  a  nonexpert  could  not  readily  estimate, 
the  opinions  of  experts  have  been  admitted.^^  A  question  often  occur- 
ring in  the  same  cases  is  whether  it  is  permissible  to  prove  the  custom 
of  insurance  companies  to  regard  the  variation  in  question  as  material, 
so  that  a  higher  premium  would  have  been  chared,  or  the  risk 
rejected  altogether,  if  the  situation  had  been  presented  to  the  com- 
pany as  it  is  found  to  have  existed  in  fact.  The  federal  opinion  above 
cited  holds  that  such  general  usage  of  insurance  companies  is  a 
material  and  provable  fact;  but  on  this  point  the  decisions  are  in 
conflict,  some  holding  with  the  federal  case'*  and  others  contra.** 
Even  where  the  usage  may  be  proved,  it  is  held  Uiat  the  practice  of 
the  defendant  company  alone  isjiot  admissible.' 

Mental  and  Physical  Condition  of  Persons 

27.  Opinions  of  Experts  Concerning  Sanity. — Probably  in  no  class 
of  cases  is  the  use  of  expert  testimony  so  general  and  almost  indispen- 
sable as  in  that  where  the  issue  is  sanity  or  insanity.  Unless  a  person 
is  a  raving  maniac  or  complete  imbecile  it  is  evident  that  a  jury  could 
hardly  be  deemed  competent  to  reach  a  satisfactory  decision  on  the 
question  of  his  mental  condition  without  being  instructed  by  expert 
witnesses  as  to  the  manifestations  of  mental  disease  and  the  significance 
of  symptoms  which  are  in  evidence.  Accordingly  competent  phy- 
sicians are  constantly  permitted  to  assist  the  court  or  jury  in  reaching 
a  correct  conclusion  on  this  issue,'  or  to  express  an  opinion  as  to  the 


576,  32  Pae.  683,  37  A.  8.  E,  709;  Ins.  Co^  158  Mass.  475,  33  N.  B. 

Eureka  Ins.  Co.  v.  Eobinson,  56  Pa.  572,  35  A.  S.  E.  508,  19  L.R.A.  587. 

St.  256,  94  Am.  Dee.  65;  Kircher  v.  1.  Hartford  Protection  Ins.  Co.  v. 

Milwaukee  Mechanics'  Mut.  Ins.  Co.,  Harmer,  2  Ohio  St.  452,  S9  Am.  Dec. 

74  Wis.  470,  43  N.  W.  487,  5  L.R.A.  684;  Hahn  v.  Guardian  Assnr.  Co., 

779.  23  Ore.  576,  33  Pae.  683,  37  A.  8- 

18.  Traders'    Ins.    Co.    v.    Catlin,  R.  709. 

163  III.  256,  45  N.  E.  255,  35  L.R.A.  2.  Luce  v.  Dorchester  Mut.  Fire  Tns. 

595;   Russell  v.  Cedar  Rapids  Ins.  Co.,  105  Mass.  297,  7  Am.  Rep.  522. 

Co.,  78  la.  216,  42  N.  W.  654,  4  S.  Connecticut  Mut.  Life  Ins.  Co. 

L.R.A.  538;  Daniels  v.  Hudson  Eiver  v.  Lathrop,  111  U.  S.  612,  4  S.  Ct.  533, 

Fire  Ins.  Co.,  12  Cusb.  (Mass.)  416,  28  IT.  S.  (L.  ed.)  536;  McAllister  v. 

59  Am.  Dec.  192.  State.  17  Ala.  434,  52  Am.  Dec.  180; 

19.  Penn  Mut.  Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  Parsons  v.  State,  81  Ala.  577,  2  So. 
Mechanics  Saving  Bank  &  Trust  Co.,  854,  60  Am.  Rep.  193;  Potts  v.  House, 
72  Fed.  413,  73  Fed.  653,  37  U.  S.  6  Ga.  324,  50  Am.  Dec.  329;  Stevens  v. 
App.  692,  43  U.  S.  App.  75,  19  C.  Leonard,  154  Ind.  67,  56  N.  E.  27, 
C.  A.  286, 19  C.  C.  A.  316,  38  LJ&Jl.  77  A.  S.  R.  446;  Chandler  v.  Barrett, 
33.  21  La.  Ann.  58,  99  Am.  Dec.  701;  Hal! 

20.  Russell  T.  Cedar  Rapids  Ins.  v.  Perry,  87  Me.  569,  33  AtL  160, 
Co.,  78  la.  216,  42  N.  W.  654.  4  47  A.  S.  R.  352;  Hathom  v.  King, 
L.R.A.  538;  Luce  v.  Dorchester  Mut.  8  Mass.  371,  5  Am.  Dec,  106. 

Fire  Ins.  Co.,  105  Mass.  297,  7  Am.  Note:  66  Am.  Dec.  238;  39  L.E.A. 

Eep.  522;  Rockland  First  Congre-  305-334,  full  note  covering  the  entira 

gational  Qinich  v.  Holyoke  Hut.  Fire  snbjeet  of  this  paragiai^. 
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condosion  to  be  drawn  from  the  evidential  facts  placed  before  them 
in  a  hypothetical  question.*  If  they  testify  from  their  own  observa- 
tion alone,  they  must  state  the  facts  on  which  they  base  their  opin- 
ion.' A  qualified  expert  may  state  hia  opinion  as  to  the  sanity  of 
the  accused  at  the  date  of  the  event  -in  question,  though  his  opinion 
is  based  solely  on  an  examination  subsequently  made.*  Any  practic- 
ing physician  is  usually  held  competent  to  testify,  leaving  the  value 
of  his  opinion  to  be  estimated  by  the  jury.  But  in  some  courts, 
especially  when  it  is  proposed  to  examine  the  witness  by  hypothetical 
questions  based  on  testimony  of  other  witnesses,  a  more  stringent  rule 
is  applied,  and  he  must  be  shown  to  be  qualified  by  special  study  or 
experience  of  mental  disease.'  A  clergyman  who  has  read  works  on 
moral  and  intellectual  science,  but  none  on  insanity,  cannot  be  sworn 
as  an  insanity  expert.*  But  a  Catholic  priest,  whose  duties  in  adminis- 
tering ihe  sacraments  require  him  to  pass  on  the  mental  condition 
of  the  communicant,  and  whose  professional  studies  entered  into  that 
field,  was  held  qualified  to  testify  as  to  the  mental  condition  of  one 
to  whom  he  administered  the  last  sacraments.*  A  prison  warden  of 
thirty-eight  years'  experience,  who  had  observed  many  cases  of  real 
and  feigned  insanity,  was  permitted  to  testify  to  the  habit  of  criminals 
of  feigning  insanity,  and  the  difficulty  of  discovering  the  fraud.** 

28.  Opinions  of  Nonexperts  Concerning  Sanity.— Whether  an 
individual  is  insane,  is  not  always  best  solved  by  abstruse  metaphysical 
speculations,  expressed  in  the  technical  language  of  medical  science. 
The  common  sense  and  natural  instincts  of  mankind  reject  the  sup- 
position that  only  experts  can  approximate  certainty  upon  such  a 
subject  While  the  mere  opinion  of  a  nonprofessional  witness,  pred- 
icated upon  facts  detailed  by  others,  is  incompetent  as  evidence  upon 
an  issue  of  insanity,  his  judgment,  based  upon  personal  knowledge 
of  the  circumstances  involved  in  such  an  inquiry,  certainly  is  of 
value.  It  is  not  deemed  to  be  a  mere  opinion,  but  rather  a  statement 
as  to  an  observed  fact,**  and  its  admissibility  is  firmly  established  by 

4.  State  ▼.  Peel,  23  Mont  358,  69  (N.  T.)  9,  47  Am.  Dee.  216. 

Pac.  169,  75  A.  S.  R.  529;  Buit  v.  7.  Fayette  v.  Chesterville,  77  Me. 

State,  38  Tex.  Crim  397,  40  S.  W.  28, 52  Am.  Rep.  741. 

1000,  43  S.  W.  344,  39  L.R.A.  305  Notes:  66  Am.  Dee.  238;  39  L.R.A. 

and  note;  Kerr  v.  Lonsford,  31  W.  317  et  seq. 

Ta.  659,  8  S.  E.  493,  2  L.R.A.  668.  8.  Burt  v.  State,  38  Tex.  Crim.  397, 

As  to  the  application  to  insanity  cases  40  S.  W.  1000  ;  43  S.  W.  344,  39 

of  tiie  rule  forbidding  an  expert  opin-  L.R.A.  305. 

ion  on  the  precise  point  in  issue  (see  9.  In  re  Toojnes,  54  CaL  509,  35 

supra,  par.  13),  see  the  note  36  L.R.A.  Am.  Rep.  83. 

64.  10.  Com.  V.  Wireback,  190  Pa.  St. 

5.  Hathron  v.  King,  8  Mass.  371,  5  138,  42  Atl.  542,  70  A.  S.  R.  625. 
Am.  Dec.  106;  Dickinson  v.  Barber,  11.  Connecticut  Mnt.  Life  Ins.  Co. 
9  Moss.  225,  6  Am.  Dec.  58  and  note.  v.  Lathrop,  111  U.  S.  612,  4  S.  Ct 

6.  Freeman   v.   People,  4  Denio  533,  28  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  536.  Sea 
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a  great  preponderance  of  authority.'*  And  though  the  earlier  de- 
dsions  in  some  of  the  states  now  adhering  to  this  rule  promulgated 
a  contrary  doctrine,'*  it  seems  that  now  only  two  jurisdictions  remain 
in  which  such  testimony  is  totally  excluded.'^  In  one  other  jurisdic- 
tion the  court,  in  passing  on  the  value  of  the  testimony  received, 
rather  than  on  its  admissibility,  propounded  the  unquestionable  rule 
that  the  opinions  of  witnesses  will  never  be  received  where  all  the  facts 
on  which  such  opinions  are  founded  may  be  ascertained  and  made 
intelligible  to  the  court  and  jury ;  and,  doubtless  by  force  of  the 
failure  of  the  predicate  of  this  rule  when  applied  to  an  issue  of 
insanity,  the  doctrine  which  finally  prevailed  is  that  the  witness, 
after  describing  so  far  as-  possible  the  actions  and  words  of  the  person 
in  question,  is  permitted  to  state  whether  his  conduct  was  rational 
or  irrational,  but  not  to  express  an  opinion  on  the  general  question 
whether  he  was  sane  or  insane.^*  This  somewhat  shadowy  distinction 
has  been  fully  recognized  in  at  least  one  other  state,  though  on  appeal 
the  United  States  Supreme  Court  based  its  affirmance  upon  the  gen- 
eral inadmissibility  of  a  nonexpert  opinion  formed  from  events  occur- 
ring subsequently  to  the  date  in  issue.''   And  in  still  another  state 

supra,  par.  6,  as  to  distinction  between  190  Pa.  St.  138,  42  Atl.  542,  70'  A. 

opinions  and  statement  as  to  com-  S.  R.  625;  Burt  v.  State,  38  Tex. 

posite  facts.  Crim.  397,  40  S.  W.  1000;  43  S.  "W. 

12.  Parsons  v.  State,  81  Ala.  577,  344,  39  L.R.A.  305;  To  re  Christian- 

2  So.  854,60  Am.  Rep.  193;  Burney  v.  sen,  17  Utah  412,  53  Pac.  1003,  70 

Torrey,  100  Ala.  157,  14  So.  685,  46  A.  S.  R.  794,  41  L.R.A.  504;  Morse 

A.  S.  R.  33;  Kimberly's  Appeal,  6iS  v.  Crawford^  17  Vt.  499,  44  Am.  Dee. 

Conn.  428,  36  Atl.  847,  57  A.  S.  R.  349. 

101,  37  L.R.A.  261;  Potts  v.  House,  Note:  6  Am„Dec.  60;  11  Am.  Dee. 

6  Oa.  324,  50  Am.  Deo.  329;  MazweU  657. 

V.  Harrison,  8  Ga.  61,  52  Am.  Dec.  13.  McCurry  v.  Hooper,  12  Ala. 

385;  Ryder  v.  State.  100  Ga.  528,  28  823,  46  Am.  Dec.  280;  State  v.  Pike, 

S.  E.  246,  62  A.  ff.  R.  334,  38  L.R.A.  49  N.  H.  399,  6  Am.  Rep.  533.  over- 

721  and  note;  Grand  Lodge  Independ-  ruled  by  Hardy  v.  MerrUl,  66  N.  H. 

ent  Order  of  Mutual  Aid  v.  Wieting,  227,  22  Am.  Rep.  441. 

168  111.  408,  48  N.  E.  59,  61  A.  S.  R.  14.  Fayette  v.  Chcsterville,  77  Me. 

123;  Meeker  v.  Meeker,  74  la.  352,  28,  52  Am.  Rep.  741 ;  Com.  v.  Spencer, 

37  N.  W.  773,  7  A.  S.  R.  489;  Rivard  212  Mass.  438,  99  N.  E.  266,  Ann. 

T.  Rivard,  109  Mich.  98,  66  N.  W.  Caa.  1913D  552. 

681,  63  A.  S.  R.  566;  Farrell  v.  Bren-  Note:  38  L.R.A.  724. 

nan,  32  Mo.  328,  82  Am.  Dec.  137;  15.  Clark  v.  Fisher,  1  Paige  Ch. 

SheUenberger  v.  State,  97  Neb.  498,  (N.  Y.)  171, 19  Am.  Dee.  402. 

150  N.  W.  643,  L.R.A.1915C  1163;  16.  Clapp  v.  Fullerton,  34  N.  T. 

Hardy  t.  Merrill,  56  N.  H.  227,  22  190,  90  Am.  Dec.  681;  Re  Myer,  184 

Am.  Rep.  441,  overruling  State  v.  N.  Y.  64,  76  N.  E.  920,  6  Ann.  Cas. 

Pike,  49  N.  H.  399,  6  Am.  Rep.  633  ;  26. 

Clark  V.  State,  12  Ohio  483,  40  Am.  Note:  38  L.R.A.  724. 

Dec  481;  Pidcoek  v.  Potter,  68  Pa.  17.  Queenon  t.  Territory,  11  Okla. 

St.  342,  8  Am,  Rep.  181;  Com  t.  261,  71  Pac  218,  61  L.RJL  324, 

Gerade,  145  Pa.  St.  289,  22  Atl.  464,  affirmed  190  U.  S.  648,  23  S.  Ct  702| 

27  A.  S.  B.  689;  Com.  v.  Wirebaek.  47  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1176. 
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the  form  of  the  question  indicated  has  been  held  preferable  to  but 
not  exclusive  of  the  direct  interrogatory  of  eane  or  insane."  It  is 
generally  declared  that  a  nonexpert  witness  must  always  lay  the 
foundation  for  his  opinion  by  stating,  as  fully  as  possible,  the  evi- 
dential facte;'*  but,  probably,  a  more  nearly  accurate  statement  of 
the  rule  is  that  he  must  first  render  himself  competent  by  stating  his 
acquaintance  with  the  person  in  question  and  his  opportunities  for 
observing  such  person's  conduct,  after  which  he  may  give  his  opinion 
on  the  issue  of  insanity,  the  weight  of  which  opinion  may  then  be 
developed  by  further  examination  or  tested  by  cross-examination.'^ 
The  witness's  ultimate  statement  on  the  issue  of  insanity  cannot  rest 
on  observations  made  subsequently  to  the  date  of  the  event  to  which 
such  issue  relates,'  and  itself  must  at  least  approximately  refer  to 
such  date,  so  as  not  to  involve  an  opinion  as  to  whether  a  prior  mental 
condition  continued  to  the  date  in  question,  such  being  permissible 
only  from  an  expert.*  But  the  witness  need  not  have  been  present 
during  the  actual  transaction  in  issue.* 

29.  General  Mental  Capacity;  Criminal  Responsibility;  Testamen- 
tary Capacity. — In  cases  where  the  question  is  not  of  the  sanity  or 
insanity  of  the  subject,  but  of  the  degree  of  his  mental  ability,  the 
same  rules  apply;  that  is,  either  a  qualified  expert  who  knows  the 
facts  or  has  them  submitted  to  him  in  a  hypothetical  question,  or  a 
nonexpert  qualified  by  adequate  ol>servation  of  the  subject,  may 
testify  to  the  facts  which  he  has  observed  except  in  the  case  of  the 
hypothetical  question,  and  then  to  his  opinion.*  This  applies  to  evi- 

18.  Duthey  v.  SUte,  131  Wis.  178,  Titlow  v.  Titlow,  54  Pa.  St.  216,  93 
m  N.  W.  222,  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1032.  Am.  Dec.  691;  Com.  v.  Wireback,  190 

19.  Parsons  v.  State,  81  Ala.  577,  Pa.  St  138,  42  AtL  642,  70  A.  S.  B. 
2  So.  854,  60  Am.  Rep.  193;  Burney  625. 

V.  Torrey,  100  Ala.  157,  14  So.  085,  20.  Atwood  v.  Atwood,  84  Conn. 

46  A.  S.  R.  33;  In  re  Dolbeer,  149  169,  79  Atl.  69,  37  L.R.A.(N.S.)  591; 

Cal.  227,  86  Pac.  695,  9  Aon.  Cas.  795;  State  v.  Ramble,  81  Kan.  16,  105  Par. 

Grant  v.  Thompson,  4  Conn.  203,  10  1,  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)   376;  Atkins  «. 

Am.  Dec.  119;  Kinne  v.  ICinne,  9  Conn.  State,  119  Tenn.  458, 105  S.  W.  353,  IS 

102,  21  Am.  Dec.  732;  Armstrong  v.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1031. 

State,  30  Fla.  170,  11  So.  618,  17  1.  Queenan  v.  Territory,  190  U.  F. 

L.R.A.  484;  Potts  v.  House,  6  Ga.  324,  548,  23  S.  Ct.  762,  47  U.  S.  (L.  ed  i 

60  Am.  Dec.  329  and  note;  Slaughter  1175. 

T.  Heath,  127  Ga.  747,  57  S.  E.  69,  2.  State  v.  Peel,  23  Mont.  358,  ^ 
27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1;  Doe  v.  Reagan,  Pae.  169,  75  A.  S.  R.  529. 
6  Blackf.  (Ind.)  217,  33  Am.  Dec.  Note:  38  L.R.A.  743. 
466;  In  re  Goldthrop,  94  la.  336,  62  3.  Line  v.  Line,  119  Md.  403,  H 
N.  W.  845,  58  A.  S.  R.  400;  Sbeehan  Atl.  1032,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  192. 
V.  Kearney,  82  Miss.  688,  21  So.  41,  4.  In  re  Goldthrop,  94  la.  336,  63 
35  L.R.A.  102;  Clark  v.  State,  12  N.  W.  845,  58  A.  S.  R.  400;  Manatt 
Ohio  483,  40  Am.  Dec.  481;  Rambler  v.  Scott,  106  la.  203,  76  N.  W.  717. 
V.  Tryon,  7  Serg.  &  R.  (Pa.)  90,  10  68  A.  S.  R.  293;  Searles  v.  North- 
Am.  Dec.  444;  Irish  t.  Smith,  8  Serg.  western  Mut.  Life  Ina.  Co.  of  Mii 
4  B.  (Pa.)  673,  U  Am.  Dee.  648;  wankee  148  la.  65,  126  H  W.  801 
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dence  of  the  maturity  and  mental  capacity  of  children  *  The  moel 
frequent  use  of  such  evidence  is  in  criminal  cases,  where  the  question 
is  whether  the  accused  had  such  mental  capacity  as  to  be  responsible 
for  his  acts,*  and  to  will  cases  where  the  testamentary  capacity  of  the 
testator  is  challenged.'  As  applied  to  capacity  to  execute  a  contract, 
it  has  been  held  that  the  witness  need  not  have  been  present  when 
the  contract  was  made.®  But  opinions  that  the  testator  was  under  the 
influence  and  control  of  a  certain  person,  or  was  especially  susceptible 
to  such  influence,  are  rejected,*  as  are  also  analogies  which  assume 
certain  standards  of  comparison  and  involve  the  witness's  opinion  of 
the  conduct  of  the  person  in  question  when  tested  thereby;  as  that  a 
testator  did  or  did  not  have  a  decided  and  rational  desire,  or  that  his 
desires  were  or  were  not  like  the  ravings  of  a  madman  or  the  pratings 
of  an  idiot  or  a  childish  whim.**  So,  as  criminal  responsibility  and 
capacity  to  make  a  deed  or  will  are  conceptions  involving  questions 
of  law  as  well  as  of  fact,  the  rule  excluding  opinions  which  involve  a 
prop<^tion  of  law  becomes  of  special  importance.  Generally  the 
witness  must  be  asked  whether  the  party  was  sane  or  insane,  or  to 
describe  his  mental  condition  in  his  own  words  or  in  respects  specifi- 
cally stated  to  him,  so  that  he  is  not  left  to  shape  his  answer  in  accord- 

29  L.R.A.(N.S.)  405;  Dewey  v.  All-  14  So.  685,  46  A.  S.  R.  33;  Kimberly's 

nre,  37  Neb.  6,  55  N.  W.  276,  40  A.  S.  Appeal,  68  Conn.  428,  36  Atl.  847, 

R.  468;  Hilmer  t.  Western  Travelers'  57  A.  S.  R.  101  and  note,  37  L.R.A. 

Ace.  Assn.,  86  Neb.  285,  125  N.  W.  261;  Atwood  v.  Atwood,  84  Conn. 

535,  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  319;  Nashville,  169,  79  Atl.  59,  37  L.R.A.(N.S.)  591; 

C.  ft  St.  L.  R.  Co.  V.  Brundige,  114  Potts  v.  House,  6  Qa.  324,  50  Am. 

Tenn.  31,  84  S.  W.  805,  4  Ann.  Gas.  Dee.  329;  Slaughter  v.  Heath,  127  Oa. 

887  and  note;  Delaplain  v.  Grubb,  747,  57  S.  E.  69,  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1; 

44  W.  Va.  612,  30  S,  E.  201,  67  Meeker  v.  Meeker,  74  la.  352,  37  N. 

A.  S.  R.  788.  W.  773,  7  A.  S.  R.  489;  Hertrich  v. 

Note:  37  LJl.A.(N.S.)  591.  Hertrich,  U4  la.  643,  87  N.  W.  689, 

6.  Martin  v.  State,  90  Ala.  602,  8  89  A.  S.  R.  389;  Rambler  v.  Tryon, 

So.  858,  24  A.  S.  R.  844;  Lynch  v.  7  Serg.  &  R.  (Pa.)  90,  10  Am.  Dec. 

Smith,  104  Mass.  52,  6  Am.  Rep.  188;  444;  Irish  v.  Smith,  8  Seig.  &  R. 

Carr  v.  State,  24  Tex.  App.  562,  7  (Pa.)  673,  11  Am.  Dec.  648;  Kerr  v. 

S.  W.  328,  5  A.  S.  R.  905;  Ewing  v.  Lunsford,  31  W.  Va.  659,  8  S.  E. 

Lanark  Fuel  Co.,  65  W.  Va.  726,  493,  2  L.R.A.  668  and  note. 

65  S.  E.  200,  29  L.R.A.(N.S.)  487.  See  generally.  Wills. 

6.  Parsons  v.  State,  81  Ala.  577,  2  8.  Line  v.  Line,  119  Md.  403,  86 
So.  854,  60  Am.*  Rep.  193;  State  v.  AU.  1032  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  192. 
Peel,  23  Mont.  358,  59  Pae.  169,  75  See  supra,  par.  28. 

A.  8.  R.  529.  9-  Compher  v.  Browning,  219  HI. 

In  DUffit  of  the  criminal  cases,  the  429,  76  N.  E.  678,  109  A.  S.  R.  346; 

question  has  been  treated  as  simply  In  re  Ooldthrop,  94  la.  336,  62  N. 

one  of  sanity  or  insanity,  and  the  W.  845;  58  A.  S.  R.  400;  Kerr  v. 

cases  will  be  found  under  the  two  Lunsford,  31  W.  Va.  659,  8  S.  B. 

preceding  paragraphs.   And  see  gen-  493,  2  L.R.A.  668. 

«rally,  Ceiuinal  Law,  vol.  8,  p.  188  10.  Slaughter  v.  Heath,  127  Ga.  747, 

^  seq.  57  S.  E.  69,  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1. 

7.  Bnmey  t.  Tom?,  100  Ala.  167, 
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ance  with  his  own  notion  of  testamentary,  contractual,  or  criminal 
capacity ;  though  in  a  number  of  cases  witnesses  have  been  allowed 
to  express  their  opinions  directly  upon  the  question  of  the  particu- 
lar capacity  involved.^^  In  will  cases  a  special  qualification  to  testify 
exists  on  the  part  of  the  attesting  witness  to  the  will.  As  the  pro- 
bate law  makes  their  evidence  essential  to  the  probate  of  the  will, 
except  in  cases  where  their  death  or  inability  to  testify  is  shown, 
it  is  commonly  held  that  they  may  testdfy  to  their  opinion  of  the 
testator's  soundness  of  mind  without  proof  of  their  having  had  the 
opportunity  of  observing  him  except  at  the  time  of  executing  the 
will.*'  But,  in  order  to  come  within  this  rule,  the  opinion  must  be 
that  formed  at  the  time  of  the  attestation ;  as  to  opinions  held  at  other 
times,  as  at  the  time  of  the  trial,  the  attesting  witnesses  stand  the 
same  as  any  other  witnesses;**  which,  however,  must  not  be  taken 
as  authorizing  any  other  than  a  subscribing  witness  to  give  his  opin- 
ion as  of  any  time  other  than  that  of  the  trial.'* 

30.  Human  Emotions  and  Affections. — The  emotions  displayed  by 
a  person  furnish  a  very  typical  illustration  of  the  necessity  and  value 
of  nonexpert  opinion  evidence.  All  intelligent  persons  recognize  the 
manifestations  of  grief,  fright,  anger,  or  pain,  in  the  face  and  actions 
of  another,  but  it  would  be  impossible  to  describe  accurately  the 
muscular  contractions  and  other  visible  facts  which  convey  the  impres- 
sion. The  best  description  that  can  be  given  is  to  say  that  the  person 
looked  angry,  acted  as  if  in  pain,  et  cetera.  Accordingly,  this  impres- 
sionistic way  of  stating  the  witness's  observations  is  universally  per- 
mitted;*' and  negative  testimony,  as  that  the  party  showed  no  anger 


11.  Hall  V.  Perry,  87  Me.  569,  33  691;  Kaufman  v.  Caughman,  49  S.  C. 
Atl.  160,  47  A.  S.  R.  352;  Farrell  159,  27  S.  E.  16,  61  A.  S.  R.  808; 
V.  Breniian,  32  Mo.  328,  82  Am.  Dec.  Kerr  v.  Lunsford,  31  W.  Va.  659,  8 
137;  State  v.  Peel,  23  Mont.  358,  69  S.  E.  493,  2  L.R.A.  668. 

Pae.  169,  75  A.  S.  R.  529;  Hopkins  v.  Note:  39  L.R.A.  715-722. 

Wheeler,  21  R.  I.  533,  45  Atl.  551,  79  14.  Robinson  v.  Adams,  62  Me.  369, 

A.  S.  R.  819;  NashvUle,  C.  &  St.  L.  16  Am.  Rep.  475;  Williama  v.  Spencer, 

R.  Co.  V.  Brundige,  114  Tenn.  31,  84  150  Mass.  346,  23  N.  E.  105,  15  A. 

S.  W.  805,  4  Ann.  Cas.  887  and  note;  S.  R.  206,  5  L.R.A.  790. 

Brown  v.  Mitchell,  88  Tex.  350,  31  15.  Runyan  v.  Price,  15  Ohio  St.  1, 

S.  W.  621,  36  L.R.A.  64  and  note.  86  Am.  Dec.  459. 

12.  Atwood  V.  Atwood,  84  Conn.  16.  Higginbotham  v.  State.  42  Fla. 
169,  79  Atl.  59,  37  L.R.A.(N.S.)  591.  573,  29  So.  410,  89  A.  S.  R.  237;  Tobin 

Note:  36  L.R.A.  68-70.  v.  Shaw,  45  Me.  331,  71  Am.  Dec. 

13.  McCurry  V.  Hooper,  12  Ala.  823,  547;  Morris  v.  St.  Paul  City  R.  Co., 
46  Am.  Dec.  280;  Bumey  v.  Torrey,  105  Minn.  276,  117  N.  W.  500,  17 
100  Ala.  157,  14  So.  685,  46  A.  S.  R.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  598;  Sherman  v.  South- 
33;  Hertrich  v.  Hertrich,  114  la.  ern  Pac.  Co.,  33  Nev..  385,  111  Pac. 
643,  87  N.  W.  689,  89  A.  S.  R.  389;  416;  115  Pac.  909,  Ann.  Cas.  1914A 
Bobinson  v.  Adams,  62  Me.  309,  10  287;  Hardy  v.  Merrill,  56  N.  H,  227, 
Am.  Rep.  473;  Clapp  v.  Fullerton,  34  22  Am.  Rep.  441;  State  v.  Taylor, 
N.  Y.  190,  90  Am.  Dec.  681;  Titlow  57  S.  C.  483,  35  S.  E.  729,  76  A.  S. 
•'.  Titlow,  64  Pa.  St.  216,  93  Am.  Dec.  R.  575;  Enos  N.  St.  Paul  Fire  A 
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or  surprise,  is  equally  admissible.*'  Closely  analogous  is  testimony 
that  certain  persons  conducted  themselves  toward  each  oUier  as  lovers 
or  intimate  friends,  or,  on  the  Other  hand,  manifested  aver^on  for 
each  other.*®  Even  the  broad  statement  that  two  persons  appeared 
to  be  friendly  has  been  admitted.*'  In  one  jurisdiction,  however,, 
some  doubt  has  been  cast  upon  the  admissibility  of  such  testimony 
as  that  persons,  such  as  a  husband  and  wife,  manifested  no  affection 
for  each  other.***  And  in  comparatively  recent  decisions  in  another 
jurisdiction  some  doubt  was  cast  upon  the  admissibility  of  testimony 
as  to  a  witness's  impressions  from  a  person's  appearance  or  conduct ;  * 
but  in  both  an  earlier  and  a  later  case  the  general  rule  stated  was 
declared,  the  cases  which  established  the  contrary  being  expressly 
overruled  in  the  later  case.'  It  has  been  held  in  another  juris- 
diction where  this  rule  obtains,  that  opinions  are  not  admissible  as 
to  whether  or  not  the  appearance  of  a  person  was  feigned.'  This 
subject  presents  little  opportunity  for  expert  evidence.  A  doctor  may 
often  be  asked  if  his  patient  manifested  pain,  but  his  testimony  upon 
that  point  is  based  rather  on  his  observations  than  on  his  scientific 
conclusion,  and  does  not  differ  in  its  nature  from  the  nonexpert  evi- 
dence above  mentioned.  The  question  of  the  admissibility  of  the 
doctor's  opinion  as  to  his  patient's  condition  when  it  was  based  wholly 
or  partly  on  the  patient's  declaration  is  discussed  elsewhere  herein.* 

31.  General  Physical  Condition  and  Health;  Intoxication. — The 
opinion  of  those  who  were  familiar  with  the  person  in  question  or 
had  frequent  opportunities  of  observing  him  is  admissible  as  to  his 
general  health,  strength,  and  bodily  vigor,  or,  on  the  other  hand,  his 
feebleness  or  apparent  illness,  or  his  change  in  physical  condition 
from  one  time  to  another,  though  the  witnesses  are  not  experts.'  But 

Marine  Ins.  Co.,  4  S.  D.  639,  57  N.  113  Ala.  43,  21  So.  366,  59  A.  S.  R. 

W.  919,  46  A.  S.  R.  796;  Wright  v.  97. 

Ft.  Howard,  60  Wis.  119,  18  N.  W.  3.  Enos  t.  St.  Paul  Fire  &  Marine 

750,  50  Am.  Rep.  350;  Heddles  v.  Ins.  Co.,  4  S.  D.  639,  57  N.  W.  919, 

Chicago  &  N.  W.  R.  Co.,  77  Wis.  228,  46  A.  S.  R.  796. 

46  N.  W.  115,  20  A.  S.  R.  106.  4.  See  infra,  par.  33. 

17.  Tagert  v.  State,  143  Ala.  88,  5.  Robinson  v.  Exempt  Fire  Co., 
39  So.  293,  lU  A.  S.  R.  17.  103  Cal.  1,  36  Pae.  955,  42  A.  S.  R.  93, 

18.  MeKee  v.  Nelson,  4  Cow  (N.  Y.)  24  L.R.A.  715;  Carthage  Turnpike  Co. 
355,  15  Am.  Dec.  384  and  note.  v.  Andrews,  102  Ind.  138, 1  N.  E.  364, 

19.  State  V.  Cooley,  (N.  M.)  140  52  Am.  Rep.  653;  Cleveland  C.  C.  & 
Pac.  1111,  52  L.R.A.(N.S.)  230.  St.  L.  R.  Co.  v.  Hadley,  170  Ind.  204, 

20.  Dallas  t.  SeUers,  17  Ind.  479,  82  N.  E.  1025,  16  Ann.  Cas.  1,  16 
79  Am.  Dec.  489.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  527;  petition  for  re- 

1.  Lewis  V.  State  96  Ala.  6,  11  So.  hearing  overmled,  Cleveland,  etc^  R. 
259,  38  A.  S.  R.  75;  Prince  v.  State,  Co.  v.  Hadley,  170  Ind.  217,  84  N.  E. 
100  Ala.  144,  14  So.  409,  46  A.  8.  R.  13,  16  Ann.  Cas.  6,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
28.  635;  Baltimore  City  R.  Pass.  Co.  v. 

2.  Raisler  v.  Springer,  38  Ala.  703,  Nugent,  86  Md.  349,  38  Atl.  779,  39 
82  Am.  Deo.  736;  Thornton  v.  State,  LJt.A.  161;  Peteraon  t.  Seattle  Trae- 
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this  rule  admits  only  such  facts  as  have  come  under  the  observation  of 
the  witness.  Thus,  a  nonexpert  witness  who  has  never  witnessed  a 
test  of  the  comparative  sbength  of  two  persons  cannot  testify  thereto ; ' 
and  it  has  been  suggested  that  where  such  a  test  has  come  under  the 
witness's  observation  the  detailed  facts  constitute  at  least  the  more 
satisfactory  evidence.'  In  some  cases,  moreover,  the  application  of  the 
rule  has  been  extremely  narrow^  or  has  even  involved  a  denial  of 
the  rule,  as  where  it  was  held  that  the  trial  court  erred  in  allowing  a 
witness  to  testify  as  to  the  plaintifTs  physical  condition  when  she 
reached  his  house  after  having  attended  her  mother's  funeral,  in 
attending  which  she  experienced  certain  difficulties  and  privations  due 
to  delay  in  the  transmission  and  delivery  of  a  telegram.*  Nor  can 
such  a  witness,  from  his  general  knowledge  of  a  person,  state  his 
opinion  as  to  his  physical  ability  to  hold  a  conversation  testified  to  by 
another  witness.*"  Under  the  rule  it  is  held  that  a  lay  witness  may 
testify  that  one  was  so  sick  as  to  require  medical  attendance,  and  that 
it  was  necessary  for  the  physicians  to  attend  him  so  long  as  they 
did.'*  So,  while  a  nonexpert  is  not  ordinarily  permitted  to  attempt 
a  diagnosis,  or  to  testify  from  what  disease  the  person  in  question 
suffered  or  died,**  yet  in  the  case  of  the  common  diseases  and  dis- 
abilities, familiarity  with  which  is  a  part  of  general  knowledge,  one 
who  has  observed  tiie  patient  during  his  illness  and  has  seen  similar 
cases  may  testify  as  to  what  disease  or  ailment  be  had,  though  there  is 
some  conflict  in  the  application  of  the  rule.**  Similarly,  a  layman, 
though  not  allowed  to  testify  that  a  person  had  malarial  or  typhoid 
fever,  may  testify  that  he  had  a  fever.**  And  a  nonexpert,  especially 
the  injured  person  himself,  may  testify  to  other  obvious  facts  concern- 
ing a  disease  or  injury,  as  that  be  knows  of  nothing  that  could  have 
caused  his  illness  except  a  certain  exposure;     or  he  may  state  that 

tion  Co.,  23  Wash.  615,  63  Pac.  539 ;  11.  Chicago,  B.  &  Q.  R.  Co.  v. 

65  Pac.  543,  53  L.R.A.  586;  Lawson  George,  19  lU.  510,  71  Am,  Dec.  239. 

T.  Conaway.  37  W.  Va.  159,  16  S.  E.  12.  Lush  v.  McDaniel,  35  N.  C.  485, 

564,  38  A.  S.  B.  17, 18  L.R.A.  627.  57  Am.  Dec.  566;  Taylor  v.  Modern 

6.  It  was  beid  improper  in  Stephen-  Woodmen  of  America,  42  Wash.  304, 
son  y.  State,  110  Ind.  358,  11  N.  E.  84  Pac.  867,  7  Aon.  Cas.  607. 

360,  59  Am.  Rep.  216.  Note :  66  Am.  Dec.  239. 

7.  Wise  V.  State,  2  Kan.  419,  85  13.  Krapp  v.  Metropolitan  Life  Ins. 
Am.  Dec.  595.  Co.,  143  Mich.  369,  106  N.  W.  U07, 

8.  Roth    V.    Traveler's    Protective  114  A.  S.  R.  651. 

As^'n  of  America,  102  Tex.  241, 115  S.  Note:  L.R.A.1915A  1076  et  seq. 

W.  31, 132  A.  S.  R.  871,  20  Ann.  Cas.  14.  Central  of  Geoma  B.  Co.  v. 

97.  Jones,  170  Ala.  611,  54  So.  509,  37 

9.  Kirby  v.  Western  Union  Tel.  Co.,  L.R,A.(N.S.)  588. 

77  S.  C,  404,  58  8.  E.  10,  122  A.  S,  16.  Pullman  Palace  Car  Co.  v. 
R.  580.  Smith,  79  Tex.  468,  14  8.  W.  993,  23 

10.  Higgins  v.  Carlton,  28  Ud.  116,  A.  8.  B.  356  and  note,  13  L.R.A.  21^ 
92  Am.  Dee.  666. 
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another  person's  leg  was  broken  and  the  character  of  the  fracture;  ^* 
that  the  nerves  of  a  person's  head,  side,  and  leg  were  paralyzed;  "  or 
may  testify  as  to  the  severity  of  the  injury  received,'^  or  whether  an 
injury  was  permanent.^*  So  one  who  has  had  sufficient  opportunity 
for  observation  may  testify  that  a  person  was  very  helpless  and  suffered 
intensely,*®  or  as  to  whether  an  injured  arm  was  better  or  worse  after 
several  months  of  treatment.*  Whether  a  person  was  intoxicated  is 
one  of  the  most  familiar  subjects  of  nonexpert  opinion  evidence;* 
and  this  applies  also  to  evidence  as  to  wbeUier  a  person  was  under 
the  stupefying  influence  of  some  drug.* 

32.  Age;  Family  Resemblance. — Besides  family  tradition  or  pedi- 
gree,^ opinion  evidence  is  also  admissible  to  prove  age.  A  nonexpert 
who  has  bad  adequate  opportunities  for  ol^rvation  may  generally 
give  his  opinion  as  to  the  age  of  a  person,  whether  infant  or  adult;  • 
provided  he  states  also  the  facts  on  which  his  opinion  is  based.  This 
rule  has  been  applied  in  criminal  as  well  as  civil  cases,  as  for  example 
on  prosecutions  for  selling  liquor  to  minors,  or  for  rape,  ^xpert  medical 
testimony  being  also  admissible  in  the  last  mentioned  class  of  cases 
to  prove  the  age  of  the  prosecutrix.  Some  cases,  however,  deny  the 
admissibility  of  nonexpert  opinion  as  to  age,  where  such  opinion  is 
based  on  appearances.'  In  one  case  the  conflict  of  authority  on  this 
question  was  recognized,  but  such  evidence  was  condemned  as  too 
perilous  to  be  admitted  in  the  case  at  bar,  wherein  the  question  was 
the  age  capacity  of  the  defendant  to  commit  murder,  and  the  trial 
court  permitted  a  witness  who  had  known  him  for  seven  or  eight 
years  to  testify  that  he  was  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  old.  It  was 
declared  that  possibly  witnesses  could  speak  with  some  confidence 
of  the  probable  age  of  an  infant  in  arms,  but  that  physical  develop- 
ment after  that  stage  was  so  unequal  that  it  would  be  dangerous 


16.  Goshen  v.  England,  119  Ind. 
368,  21  N.  E.  977,  5  L.U.A.  253. 

17.  Owens  V.  Kansas  City,  St.  J.  & 
C.  B.  R.  Co.,  95  Mo.  169,  8  S.  W.  350, 
G  A.  S.  R.  39. 

18.  Chicago  City  R.  Co.  v.  Saxby, 
213  III.  274,  72  N.  E.  755,  104  A.  S. 
R.  218,  68  L.R.A.  1&4;  Sutton  v.  Sno- 
liomish,  11  Wash.  24,  39  Pac.  273,  48 
A.  S.  R.  847. 

19.  Alabama  G.  S.  R.  Co.  v.  Frazier, 
93  Ala.  45,  9  So.  303,  30  A.  S.  R.  28. 

20.  Shelby  v.  Clagett,  46  Ohio  St. 
549,  22  N.  E.  407,  5  L.R.A.  606. 

1.  Cleveland,  C.  C.  &  St.  L.  R.  Co. 
V.  Hadley,  170  Ind.  204,  82  N.  E.  1025, 
84  N.  E.  13, 16  Ann.  Caa.  1, 16  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  527. 

2.  Harbison  v.  Lemon,  3  Blackf. 


(Ind.)  51,  23  Am.  Dec.  376;  Kuhlraan 
V.  Wieben,  129  la.  188,  105  N.  W.  445, 
2  L.R.A.(N.S.)  666;  State  v.  Pike,  49 
N.  H.  399,  6  Am.  Rep.  533,  overruled 
on  another  point  by  Hardy  v.  Merrill, 
56  N.  H.  227,  22  Am.  Rep.  441 ;  Com. 
V.  Eyier,  217  Pa.  St.  512,  66  Atl.  746, 
10  Ann.  Cas.  786  and  note,  11  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  639  and  note;  State  v.  Stock- 
man, 82  S.  C.  388,  64  S.  E.  595, 
129  A.  S.  R.  888. 

3.  Miller  v.  Hamilton  Brown  Shoe 
Co.,  89  S.  C.  530,  72  S.  E.  397,  Ann 
Cas.  1913B  106  and  note. 

4.  See  Evidence,  vol.  10,  par.  140. 

5.  Robinson  v.  Blakely,  4  Rich,  L. 
(S.  C.)  586,  55  Am.  Dec.  703. 

Note:  111  A.  S.  R.  589. 

6.  NoU:  111  A.  S.  R.  580  et  seq. 
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to  receive  opinion  evidence,  at  least  of  a  nonexpert,  on  a  question  of 
such  vital  importance  to  the  accused.'  It  has  been  held  that  relution- 
ahip  or  paternity  cannot  be  proved  by  the  opinion  of  a  witness  as  to 
tiie  resemblance  between  a  child  and  the  allied  father.*  On  the  other 
hand,  it  has  been  held  that  on  an  issue  as  to  whether  a  horse  is  of  a 
certain  breed  and  pedigree  it  is  proper  to  receive  the  opinions  o' 
persons  familiar  with  the  animal's  several  reputed  sires  and  dams 
and  their  colts,  though  such  persons  are  not  experts  in  the  technical 
sense.*  But  both  of  these  holdings  will  probably  be  accepted  as 
sound  when  it  is  remembered  that  human  pedigree  generally  in- 
volves a  great  variety  of  blood  strains,  and  often  mixed  nationalities, 
whereas  pedigreed  animals  are  usually  bred  with  considerable  con- 
formity to  the  original  stock. 

33.  Matters  of  Medical  Science  and  Practice  Generally. — A  most 
iqaportant  field  of  expert  testimony,  and  one  in  which  tlie  opinions 
of  nonexperts  is  wholly  inadmif^sible,  except  to  the  limited  extent 
stated  in  the  preceding  paragraph,  is  that  relating  to  the  diagnosis, 
causes  and  effects  of  disease,  and  kindred  matters  of  medical  practice. 
A  practicing  physician,  however,  who  has  attended  a  patient,  or 
wamined  him  for  the  purpose  of  testifying,  may  state  bis  opinion 
as  to  the  nature  of  the  disease  or  disability  from  which  he  was  suffer- 
ing,*® the  facta  which  probably  produced  or  might  have  produced  his 
condition,'^  the  physical  or  mental  effects  to  be  expected  from  a 
certain  injury  or  disease,^'  the  probable  continuance  and  future  course 

7.  Martin  v.  State,  90  Ala,  602,  8  W.  535,  27  L.R.A.CN.S.)   319;  Tur- 


8.  Shorten  v.  Judd,  56  Kan.  43,  42  N.  E.  344,  4  A.  S.  R.  453;  Tullis  v. 


9.  Brady  v.  Shirley,  18  S.  D.  608,  A.  S.  R.  586,  35  L.R.A.  449;  Robinson 
101  N.  W.  886,  5  Ann.  Cas.  972.  v.  Manno,  3  Wash.  434,  28  Pac.  752, 

10.  Goshen  v.  England,  119  Ind.  368,  28  A.  S.  R.  50;  Barker  v.  Ohio  River 
21  N.  E.  977,  5  L.R.A.  253;  Lush  v.  R.  Co.,  51  W.  Va.  423,  41  S.  E.  148, 
McDaniel,  35  N.  C.  485,  57  Am.  Dec.  90  A.  S.  R.  808;  Block  v.  Milwaukee 
5G6.  St.  R,  Co.,  89  Wis.  371,  61  N.  W.  1101, 

Note:  L.R.A.1915A  1062  et  seq.  46  A.  S.  R.  849,  27  L.R.A.  3G5. 

11.  Denver  &  R.  G.  R.  Co.  v.  Roller,  12.  Von  Pollnitz  v.  State,  92  Ga, 
100  Fed.  738,  41  C.  C.  A.  22,  49  L.R.A.  16, 13  S.  E.  301,  44  A.  S.  R.72;  Toledo 
77;  McGovem  v.  Inter  Urban  R.  Co.,  W.  &  W.  R.  Co.  v.  Baddeley,  54  111. 
136  la.  13,  m  N.  W.  412,  125  A.  19,  5  Am.  Rep.  71;  Evansville  &  T.  H. 
S.  R.  215, 13  L.R.A.(N.S.)  476;  Ateh-  R.  Co.  v.  Crist,  116  Ind.  446,  19  N.  E. 
ison  T.  &  S.  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Thul,  32  Kan.  310,  9  A.  S.  R.  86^,  2  L.R.A.  450: 
255,  4  Pac.  352,  49  Am.  Rep.  484;  .Benjamin  v.  Holyoke  St.  R.  Co.,  160 
Redmon  t.  Metropolitan  St.  R.  Co.,  Mass.  3,  35  N.  E.  95,  39  A.  S.  R.  446: 
185  Mo.  1,  84  S.  W.  26,  105  A.  S.  R.  Bliss  v.  New  York  Cent.  &  H.  R.  R. 
558;  Smart  v.  Kansas  City,  208  Mo.  Co.,  160  Mass.  447,  36  N.  E.  65,  39 
162,  105  S.  W.  709,  123  A.  S.  R.  415,  A.  S.  R.  504;  State  v.  Megorden,  49 
13  Ann.  Cas.  932.  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  Ore.  259,  88  Pao.  306,  14  Ann.  Cu 
565;   Hilmer  v.   Western   Travelers'  130. 

Aee.  Ass'n,  86  Neb.  285,  125  N. 

E.  C.  L.  Vol.  XI.— 39.  m 


So.  858,  24  A.  S.  R.  844. 


ner  v.  Newburgh,  309  N.  Y.  301,  16 


P.1C.  337,  54  R.  587. 


Rankin,  6  N.  D.  44,  68  N.  W.  187,  66 
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of  an  existing  disease  or  disability,^'  and  the  probable  or  possible  cause 
of  death.'*  While  a  physician's  opinion  based,  even  in  part,  on 
statements  made  to  him  by  the  patient,  is  sometimes  excluded  as 
hearsay,'^  by  the  great  weight  of  authority  the  opinion  of  a  physician 
is  not  rendered  inadmissible  by  the  fact  that  it  is  baaed  wholly  or  in 
part  on  statements  made  to  him  by  the  patient,  if  those  statements 
*  were  made  in  the  course  of  professional  treatment  and  witli  a  view  to 
affecting  a  cure.'*  A  quali^ed  expert  may  also  testify  to  his  opinion 
upon  the  fncts  supplied  by  other  witnesses  as  stated  to  him  in  a  proper 
hypothetical  question.^'  In  short,  a  very  liberal  practice  is  indulged 
as  to  the  basis  of  such  opinions,  covering  testimony,  obser\'ed  facts, 
hypothetical  questions,  and  statements  of  the  patient.'*  And  however 
such  opinions  are  elicited,  when  they  come  from  persons  of  great 
experience,  and  in  whose  corre^ess  and  sobriety  of  judgment  just  con- 

« 

13.  Toledo  W.  &  W.  R.  Co.  v.  Bad-  15.  Federal  Betterment  Co.  v. 
delev,  54  III.  19,  5  Am.  Rep.  71;  Louis-  Reeves,  73  Kan.  107,  64  Pac.  560,  4 
ville  N.  A.  &  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Wright,  115  L.R.A.fN.S.)  460. 

Ind.  378,  16  N.  E.  145,  17  N.  E.  584,  16.  Denver  &  R.  G.  R.  Co.  v.  Roller, 
7  A.  S.  R.  432;  Federal  Betterment  100  Fed.  738,  41  C  .C.  A.  22,  49  L.R.A. 
Co.  V.  Reeves,  73  Kan.  107,  84  Pac.  5G0,  77;  Louisville  N.  A.  &  C.  R.  Co.  v. 
4  LR.A.(N.S.)  460;  Western  Union  Snyder,  117  Ind.  435,  20  N.  E.  284, 10 
Tel.  Co.  V.  Church,  3  Neb.  {unofficial)  A.  S.  R.  60  and  note,  3  L.R.A.  434; 
Rep.  22,  90  N.  W.  878,  57  L.R.A.  Cronin  v.  Fitchburg  &  L.  St.  R.  Co., 
905;  Buel  v.  New  York  Cent.  R.  Co.,  181  Mass.  202,  63  N.  E.  3a>,  92  A.  S. 
31  N.  Y.  314,  88  Am.  Dec.  271;  Oris-  R.  408;  Williams  v.  Great  Northern  R. 
■wold  V.  New  York  Cent.  &  II.  R.  Co.,  Co.,  68  Minn.  55,  70  N.  W.  860,  37 
115  N.  Y.  61,  21  N.  E.  726,  12  A.  S.  L.R.A.  199;  Pullman  Palace  Car  Co.  v. 
R.  775;  Alberti  v.  New  York,  L.  E.  &  Smith,  79  Tex.  468,  14  S.  W.  093,  23 
W.  R.  Co.,  118  N.  Y.  77,  23  N.  E.  35,  A.  S.  R.  356,  13  L.R.A.  215;  Block  v. 
6  L.K.A.  765;  Briggs  v.  New  York  Milwaukee  St.  R.  Co.,  89  Wis.  371,  61 
Cent.,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  177  N.  Y.  59,  69  N.  W.  1101, 46  A.  8.  R.  849,  27  L.RA. 
N.  E.  223,  101  A.  S.  R.  718;  Cross  365. 

V.  Syracuse,  200  N.  Y.  393,  94  N.  E.  17.  Von  Pollnitz  v.  State,  92  Ga. 
184,  21  Ann.  Cas.  324  and  note;  Si-  16,  18  S.  E.  301,  44  A.  S.  R.  72; 
mone  v.  Rhode  Island  Co.,  28  R.  I.  Supreme  Tent  Knights  of  Maccabees 
186.  66  Atl.  202,  9  L.R.A.(N.S.)  740;  of  the  World  v.  Stensland,  206  111.124, 
Block  V.  Milwaukee  St.  R.  Co.,  89  68  N.  E.  1098,  99  A.  S.  R.  137;  Lonis- 
Wis.  371,  61  N.  W.  1101,  46  A.  S.  R.  ville  N.  A.  &  C.  R.  Co.  v,  Wright,  115 
849,  27  L.R^.  365.  And  see  supra,  Ind.  378,  16  N.  B.  145,  17  N.  E.  584, 
par.  11.  7  A.  S.  R.  432;  Federal  Betterment 

14.  Manufacturers*  Accident  Indem-  Co.  v.  Reeves,  73  Kan.  107,  84  Pac. 
nity  Co.  v.  Dorgan,  58  Fed.  945, 16  U.  560,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  460;  Bliss  v.  New 
S.  App.  290,  7  C.  C.  A.  581,  22  L.R.A.  York  Cent.  &  H.  R.  R.  Co.,  160  Mass. 
620;  Supreme  Uent  Knights  of  Mac-  447,  36  N.  E.  65,  39  A.  8.  R.  504; 
cabees  of  the  World  v.  Stensland,  206"  Redmon  v.  Metropolitan  St.  R.  Co., 
III.  124,  68  N.  E.  1098,  99  A.  S.  R.  185  Mo.  1,  84  S.  W.  26,  105  A.  S.  R. 
137;  State  v.  Smith,  32  Me.  369,  54  558;  Hilmer  v.  Western  TravelciB' 
Am.  Dec.  578;  People  v.  Barker,  60  Ace.  Ass'n,  86.  Neb.  285,  125  N.  W. 
Mich.  277,  27  N.  W.  539,  1  A.  S.  R.  535,  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  319;  State  v. 
501;  Chadwick  v.  Phoenix  Accident  &  Megorden,  49  Ore.  259,  88  Pac.  306, 
Sick  Benefit  Ass'n,  143  Mich.  481,  106  14  Ann.  Cas.  130. 

N.  W.  U22,  8  Ann.  Cas.  170.  18.  Note:  LJiJL.1916A  1065  et  wo. 
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fidence  may  be  had,  they  are  of  great  weight  and  deserve  the  respectful 
consideration  of  a  jury.  But  the  opinion  of  a  medical  man  of  small 
experience,  or  of  one  who  has  crude  and  visionary  notions,  or  who  has 
some  favorite  theory  to  support,  is  entitled  to  very  little  consideration. 
The  value  will  depend  mainly  upon  the  experience,  fidelity  and  im- 
partiality of  the  witness  who  gives  it.'*  The  witness,  of  course,  must 
be  competent.***  So,  that  one  is  a  physician,  and  competent  to  testify 
that  plaintiff's  injury  must  have  been  caused  by  a  violent  blow,  does 
not  entitle  him  to  express  an  opinion  that  it  might  have  been  caused 
by  a  crowbar  struck  by  a  passing  train  and  hurled  against  the  plain- 
tiff; 1  and  a  physician  is  ixot  necessarily  competent  to  testify  whether 
an  illness  was  caused  by  inhaling  escaping  gas.* 

34.  Application  of  Rule  Admitting  Uedical .  Testimony.— In  the 
application  of  the  rule  admitting  the  testimony  of  medical  experts, 
the  witness  may  be  allowed  to  state  whether  a  wound  could  have  been 
self-infiicted,*  to  what  extent  or  how  an  injury  will  affect  a  person's 
ability  to  perform  labor,*  whether  an  injury  may  exist  notwithstanding 
certain  pliysical  demonstrations  made  before  the  jury,"  or  the  pos- 
sibility of  a  certain  injury  notwithst-anding  the  inability  of  surgeons 
to  find  visible  evidence  thereof.*  So,  whether  one  who  died  almost 
immediately  after  an  injury  was  already  dead  when  seen  by  the  wit- 
ness is  a  proper  question  to  put  to  an  expert  but  not  to  a  nonexpert.' 
The  existence  and  incidents  of  pregnancy  are  also  a  proper  subject 
of  expert  evidence  from  physicians  and  midwives,*  or  even  for  a 
nonprofessional  witness  qualified  by  experience  and  observation.' 
Similarly,  the  use  and  elTect  of  particular  drugs  may  be  testified  to 
by  physicians  and  pharmacists,"  and  persons  who  have  experienced 
and  observed  the  effect  of  the  fumes  of  certain  volatile  liquids  may 
state  the  result  thereof.*'    And  a  physician  may  testify  whether 

19.  Com.  V.  Rogers,  7  Mete.  (Mass.)   19  L.R.A.  641. 

500,  41  Am.  Dec.  458.  6.  Quaife  v.  Chicago  &  N.  W.  R.  Co., 

20.  See  supra,  par.  7  et  seq.  48  Wis.  513,  4  N.  W.  668,  33  Am.  Rep. 

1.  Dunn  V.  Chicago  R.  I.  &  P.  R.  821. 

Co.,  130  la.  580,  107  N.  W.  616,  8  7.  Re  Loueks,  160  Cal.  551, 117  Pac. 

Ann.  Cas.  226,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  452.  873,  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  868. 

2.  Emerson  v.  Lowell  Qaslight  Co.,  8.  State  v.  Smith,  32  Me.  369,  54 
6  Allen  (Maaa.)  146,  83  Am.  Dec.  Am.  Deo.  578;  Benjamin  v.  Holyoke 
621.  St.  R.  Co.,  160  Mass.  3,  35  N.  E.  95, 

Note:  29  L.R.A.  345.  39  A.  S.  R.  446. 

3.  State  V.  Lee,  65  Conn.  265,  30  9.  Bessemer  Coal,  Iron  &  Land  Co. 
Atl.  1110,  48  A.  S.  R.  202,  27  L.R.A.  v.  Doak,  152  Ala.  166,  44  So.  627,  12 
498;  Millerv.  State,9  Okla.  Crim.  255,  L.R.A.(N.5.)  389. 

131  Pae.  717,  LJKA1915A  1088  and  10.  Jackson  v.  Com.,  100  Ky.  239, 
note.  38  S.  W.  422,  38  8.  W.  1091,  66  A.  S. 

4.  Palmer  v.  Warren  St.  R.  Co.,  206  R.  336. 

Pa.  St.  574,  56  Atl.  49,  63  LJI.A.  507.      11.  Harris  v.  Ogden  Steam  Lamidiy 
6.  Graves  v.  Battle  Creek,  95  Mich.  Co.,  39  Utah  436,  117  Pae.  700,  Ann. 
266,  54  N.  W.  757,  35  A.  S.  B.  661,  Cas.  1913G  96. 
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a  death  was  due  to  strangulation  by  the  application  of  some  physical 
force,"  whether  a  certain  injury  could  have  resulted  from  a  certain 
kind  of  accident,'*  and  the  cause  of  illness  or  death.*^  So  a  com- 
petent expert  luny  testify  from  the  nature  of  a  wound,  as  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  weapon  which  caused  it,  even  nonexpert  testimony  being 
sometimes  accepted  in  this  connection.*'  Physicians  are  also  often 
called  on  to  testify  to  the  propriety  or  reasonable  skill  of  the  treatment 
of  a  disease  or  injury  by  other  practitioners;  but  this  subject  is  dis- 
cussed in  connection  with  other  questions  of  skill  or  negligence.** 
The  probable  expectation  of  life  is  a  question  which,  in  its  nature, 
would  seem  to  be  appropriate  for  expert  medical  testimony;  and  in 
extreme  cases  the  class  of  testimony  already  discussed  as  to  the  future 
course  of  a  disease  may  include  an  opinion  that  death  will  soon 
ensue.*'  But,  apart  from  such  cases,  the  uncertainties  attaching  to 
the  duration  of  any  individual  life  are  so  great  that  the  courts  have 
felt  compelled  to  refuse  to  attempt  the  estimate.  Approximate  justice 
is  done  by  ascertaining;  the  average  duration  of  life  of  persons  of  the 
age  of  the  one  in  question.  Since  this  average  has  been  ascertained 
in  the  experience  of  life  insurance  companies,  and  has  been  embodied 
in  elaborate  tables  prepared  for  use  by  their  actuaries,  the  queptinn 
becomes  one  of -statistics  rather  than  of  individual  scientific  opinion; 
and  an  insurance  actuary  or  medical  expert  who  is  familiar  with  the 
so-called  tables  of  mortality  may  tcFtify  to  the  average  expeotntii  .1  of 
life  at  a  particular  age,  or  may  produce  the  tables  to  be  used  as  evi- 
dence by  the  court  or  jury.  Of  course  the  value  of  these  tables  ia 
much  affected  by  the  fact  that  they  deal  with  the  experience  of  nich 
selected  lives  as  have  been  passed  by  the  life  insurance  examination, 
while  the  lives  to  whom  they  are  to  be  applied  may  be  those  of  persons 
of  impaired  health  or  dissolute  habits.**  A  life  insurance  agent  whose 
only  qualification  is  that  he  lias  a  copy  of  the  table  of  life  expectation 
has  been  held  incompetent  to  testify  as  an  expert  to  a  person's  expec- 
tation of  life,  on  the  ground  that  the  tables  thempelves  are  belter 
evidence.*'  Medical  testimony  on  an  issue  of  impotency  is  treated 
elsewhere  in  this  work.'* 

12.  State  V.  Hessenius,  165  la.  415,  118  N.  Y.  77,  23  N.  E.  35,  6  L.R.A. 
146  N.  W.  58,  L.R.A.1915A  1078.  765. 

13.  Lyons  v.  Metropolitan  St.  R.  Co.,     Note:  21  Ann.  Cas.  329. 

253  Mo.  143,  161  S.  W.  726,  Ann.      18.  Kansas  Citv  Southern  R.  Co.  v. 

Cas.  1915B  508.  Morris,  80  Ark.  528,  98  S.  W.  363.  10 

14.  Note :  L.R.A.1915A  1058  et  seq.  Ann.  Cas.  618.  See  aupra,  par.  17,  as 
See  supra,  par.  33.  to  life  tables. 

16.  Bvrd  V.  State,  142  Ga.  633,  83  19.  Donaldson  v.  Missi.<tsippi  &  IVts- 

S.  E.  513,  L.R.Aa915B  1143  and  note,  souri  R.  Co.,  18  Ta.  280,  87  Am.  Dec 

16.  See  infra,  par.  38.  391;  Erb  v.  Poprite,  59  Kan.  264,  S3 

17.  Toledo  W.  &  W.  R.  Co.  v.  Bad-  Pac.  871,  68  A.  S.  R.  362. 

deley,  54  111.  19,  5  Am.  Rep.  71;  Al-  20.  See  Divobcs  ahd  Sipauthw, 
berti  v.  New  York  L.  E.  A  W.  R.  Co..  voL  9,  p.  284. 
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35.  Limitations  of  Expert  Medical  Opinion. — The  rule  allowing  & 
physician  to  base  bis  testimony  upon  the  patient's  declarations/  does 
not  admit  his  conclusions  based  on  the  patient's  statement  as  to  the 
madner  in  which  an  injury  was  received,'  or  the  material  causes  of 
the  accident  by  which  the  injury  was  occasioned.*  Nor  should  expert 
medical  opinion  be  allowed  to  extend  to  the  field  of  baseless  conjeo- 
tore  concerning  matters  not  susceptible  of  reasonably  accurate  con- 
chisions,*  such  as  what  would  have  been  the  result  of  an  injury  to  a 
sickly  child  if  he  had  been  strong  and  well  at  the  time  of  such  injury.' 
Nor  will  such  testimony  be  allowed  to  invade  the  field  of  common 
'  knowledge.*  And  sometimes  it  is  excluded  as  invading  the  province 
of  the  jury,  where  it  concerns  the  ultimate  fact  in  issue.'  So  also^ 
the  rule  of  privileged  communications  prevents  the  physician  from 
being  asked  by  the  defendant  about  admissions  made  by  the  plaintiff 
during  professional  treatment  as  to  the  cause  of  the  accident.*  And 
if  the  statements  were  made  to  a  physician  not  in  attendance  on  the 
patient,  but  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  him  to  testify,  an  opinion 
based  thereon  is  not  admissible,*  though  an  opinion  based  on  an 
examination  of  the  plaintiff  during  the  trial,  at  the  defendant's 
request,  has  been  accepted,  with  a  suggestion  that  the  general  rule 
of  exclusion  would  have  applied  if  the  examination  had  been  by  the 
plaintiff's  own  witness  alone,  in  preparation  for  trial.'*  The  admis- 
sibility of  the  patient's  declarations  themselves  is  a  different  question, 
and  is  discussed  elsewhere  in  this  work.^' 


1.  See  Bapra,  par.  33.  L.R.A.  691.  See  snpra,  par.  7  et  aeq.; 

S.  Illinois  Cent.  R.  Go.  v.  Sntton,  Ifi  et  seq. 

42  111.  438,  92  Am.  Dee.  81;  Dundas  7.  Jones  ▼.  Portland,  88  Mich.  698, 
T.  Lansing,  75  Mich.  499,  42  N.  W.  50  N.  W.  731, 16  L.R.A.  437. 

1011,  13  A.  S.  R.  457,  5  L.RM.  143;  Note:  L.R.A.1916A  1068  et  seq. 

Lush  T.  MeDaniel,  35  N.  C.  485,  67  See  snpra,  par.  14. 

Am.  Dee.  566.  8.  Pennsylvania  Co.  v.  Mation,  123 

8.  Dunn  v.  Chicago  R.  I.  ft  P.  B.  Ind.  415, 23  N.  E.  973, 18  A.  S.  R.  330, 

Co.,  130  la.  580,  107  N.  W.  616,  8  7  L.R.A.  687;  People  v.  Murphy,  101 

Ann.  Gas.  226,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  452;  N.  Y.  126,  4  N.  E.  326,  54  Am.  Rep. 

Castanie  v.  United  Rys.  Co.,  249  Mo.  661.   See  Wn-NESSES. 

192, 155  S.  W.  38,  L.R.A.1915A  1056;  9.  Shaughnessy  v.  Holt,  236  III.  485, 

Green  v.  Ashland  Water  Co.,  101  Wis.  86  N.  E.  256,  21  L.R.A.(N,S.)  826; 

258,  77  N.  W.  722,  70  A.  S.  R.  911,  Cobum  v.  Moline.  etc.,  R.  Co.,  243  lU. 

43  L.R.A.  117.  448,  90  N.  E.  741,  134  A.  S.  R.  377. 

4.  Selleck  t.  Janesrille,  104  Wis.  See  also  Stewart  v.  Everts,  76  Wis.  35, 
670,  80  N.  W.  944,  76  A.  S.  B.  892,  44  N.  W.  1092,  20  A.  S.  R.  17. 
47L.RJL.  691.  Note:  33  Am.  Rep.  828. 

5.  Ilwoco  Ry.  A  NaT.  Co.  v.  Hed-  10.  Quaife  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co., 
riek,  1  Wash.  446,  25  Pac.  336,  22  A.  48  Wis.  513, 4  N.  W.  658, 33  Am.  Rep. 
8.  R.  169.  821. 

6.  Selleek  t.  Janesville,  104  Wis.  II.  See  Amassioitt  and  Dkolaba- 
070,  80  N.  W.  944»  76  A.  8.  B.  892, 47  ticks,  toI.  1,  p.  492. 
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Character,  Reputation,  Conduct  and  Kind 

36.  Moral  Character  and  Reputation. — ^In  the  law  of  evidence  the 
term  "character"  is  commonly  used  in  its  ancient  sense  of  common 
reputation ;  but  in  this  paragraph  it  will  be  used  in  its  more  modem 
meaning  of  actual  moral  disposition,  while  the  term  "reputation"  will 
be  used  for  the  general  belief  concerning  one's  character.  In  some 
cases  the  real  character  of  the  parties  becomes  an  issue  in  the  case; 
and  when  this  is  so,  the  only  practical  mode  of  proving  it  is  by  the 
opinions  of  those  who  know  the  person,  and  such  opinion  evidence  is 
admissible.^*  But  more  often  the  character  of  the  party  is  only  of  in- 
direct evidential  value,  as  when  evidence  of  the  good  or  bad  character 
of  the  accused  is  admitted  in  a  criminal  action  to  show  the  probability 
or  improbability  of  his  having  committed  the  crime  in  question,  or 
when  the  character  of  a  witness  is  permitted  to  be  impeached  by  evi- 
dence of  his  bad  character  for  truth.  The  rules  admitting  or  exclud- 
ing evidence  of  <;haracter  in  such  cases  are  not  within  the  scope  of 
this  article,  and  will  be  found  elsewhere."  But  whenever  by  those 
rules  it  is  permissible  to  prove  a  party's  character,  the  question  arises 
as  to  the  mode  of  proof.  And  here  the  general  rule  is  that  the  wit- 
ness's individual  opinion  of  the  party's  real  character,  or  his  ex- 
periences in  dealing  with  him,  are  not  admissible.  The  likelihood 
of  prejudice  controlling  the  opinion,  and  the  multiplicity  of  issues 
that  would  be  raised  by  permitting  evidence  of  particular  acts,  have 
caused  the  court  to  hold  that  the  only  admissible  evidence  is  of  the 
party's  general  reputation  in  the  community  where  he  lives.**  Even 
in  such  cases,  however,  a  few  cases  support  the  admission  of  the  wit- 
ness's own  opinion  of  the  real  character."  But  when  so  admitted  it 
must  be  confined  to  evidence  of  his  general  character,  and  the  witness 
cannot  state  his  opinion  as  to  what  the  party  would  do  under  certain 
hypothetical  circumstances."  Under  the  general  rule,  the  witness 
must  first  show  that  he  is  qualified  by  knowledge  of  such  local  repu- 
tation.^'  But  a  good  reputation  may  be  established  by  negative  testi- 

12.  Montgomery  First  Nat.  Bank  v.  D.  131,  122  N.  W.  330,  2S  L.R.A. 
Chandler,  144  Ala.  286,  39  So.  822, 113  (N.S.)  666. 

A.  S.  E.  39;  Oahagan  v.  Boston,  etc.,  16.  State  v.  Lee,  22  Minn.  407,  21 

R.  Co.,  1  Allen  (Mass.)  187,  79  Am.  Am.  Rep.  769;  State  v.  Hosey,  54 

Dec.  724.  Wash.  309,  103  Pac.  12,  22  L.R.A. 

13.  See  Criminal  Law,  vol.  8,  p.  (N.S.)  670. 

207  et  seq.;  Evidincb,  vol.  10,  par.  17  Notes:  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  664-666;  12 

et  seq.  Ann.  Cas.  751, 

14.  Montgomery  v.  Crosthwait,  90  16.  Hunter  t.  State,  54  Tex.  Crim. 
Ala.  553,  8  So.  498,  24  A.  S.  R.  832, 12  224, 114  S.  W.  124,  130  A.  S.  R.  887. 
L.R.A,  140;  People  v.  Van  Gaasbeck,  17.  Holmes  v.  State,  88  Ala.  26,  7 
189  N.  Y.  408,  82  N.  E.  718,  12  Ann.  So.  193, 16  A.  S.  R.  17;  People  v.  Van 
Cas.  746  and  note,  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  Gaasbeck,  189  N.  T.  408, 82  N.  K.  718, 
650  and  note;  State  t.  MagiU,  19  N.  12  Ann.  Cas.  746,  22  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
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mony.  The  best  character  is  often  the  one  that  is  least  talked  about, 
and  it  is  permissible  to  prove  that  the  witness  has  never  heard  the 
character  of  the  subject  questioned,  and  that  any  evil  rumors  would 
have  been  likely  to  come  to  his  ears.'*  In  libel  and  slander  cases, 
and  some  of  a  similar  character,  the  plaintiff's  reputation  is  the  rea] 
subject  matter  of  the  suit,  since  an  alleged  injury  to  it  is  the  basis  of 
the  claim  for  damages.  In  these  cases  testimony  as  to  the  plaintiff's 
general  reputation  in  the  respect  to  which  the  alleged  slander  relates, 
whether  favorable  or  adverse,  is  admissible,  and  evidence  of  the 
p^y'a  real  character  would  be  manifestly  irrelevant;"  nor  will  a 
witness  be  allowed  to  express  his  opinion  as  to  how  tiie  defendant's 
character  had  "showed  up"  on  a  certain  occasioD.'^ 

37.  Habit,  Disposition,  Fitness,  and  Financial  Wortl^ — Where  a 
person's  habits  are  in  issue  they  may  be  established  by  the  testimony 
of  any  witness  who  has  had  adequate  opportunity  to  observe  them, 
although  in  summarizing  them  the  witness  is  compelled  to  state  an 
opinion  with  reference  to  some  standard  of  conduct,  as  that  a  person 
is  intemperate  in  tho  use  of  intoxicants  within  the  meaning  of  an 
insurance  application.*  Similarly,  disposition  short  of  that  which 
goes  to  make  up  moral  character  *  may  also  constitute  the  subject  of 
direct  testimony,  as,  on  an  issue  of  cruelty  in  a  divorce  suit,  that  the 
defendant  was  of  a  wilful,  unpleasant,  and  domineering  disposition.' 
That  a  certain  person  was  competent  and  fit  for  his  employment  has 
sometimes  been  held  admissible,  but  has  often  been  rejected,  usually 
on  the  ground  that  it  involves  an  opinion  on  the  precise  point  in  issue 
to  the  jury.*  Und^  the  rule  admitting  such  testimony,  a  witness  has 
been  allowed  to  state  that  a  certain  person  "was  no  millwright,"  •  or 
was  an  elocutionist.'  But  in  a  contest  over  the  appointment  of  a 
guardian  it  was  held  that  it  was  error  to  allow  a  witness  to  testify 
that  certain  persons  were  proper  persons  to  bring  up  a  female  child.' 

650;  State  V.  Magill,  19  N.  D.  131, 122  xiON,  vol.  9,  p.  310,  as  to  habitual 

N.  W.  330,  22  LJl.A.(N.S.)  66B.  drunkenness  as  ground  for  divorce. 

18.  State  V.  Lee,  22  Minn.  407,  21  2.  See  supra,  par.  36,  as  to  character. 
Am.  Rep.  769;  People  v.  Van  Gaas-  3,  Mathewson  v.  Mathewson,  81  Vt. 
beck,  189  N.  Y.  408,  82  N.  E.  718,  12  173,  69  Atl.  646, 18  L.R.A.(N.S.)  300. 
Ann.  Cas.  745,  22  L.R,A.(N.S.)  650;  See  Divorce  and  Separation,  vol.  9, 
State  T.  Hosey,  54  Wash.  309,  103  p.  333  et  seq.,  as  to  cruelty  as  groiind 
Pae.  12,  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  670.  for  divorce. 

Note:  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  666.  4.  Johnson      Caughren,  55  Wash. 

19.  See  Libel  and  Slander.  125,  104  Pae.  170,  19  Ann.  Cas.  1148 

20.  Brewer  v.  Chase,  121  Mich.  526,  and  note. 

80  N.  W.  575,  80  A.  S.  R.  527,  46  5.  Doster  v.  Brown,  25  Ga.  24,  71 

L.R.A.  397.  Am.  Dec.  153. 

1.  Taylor  v.  Security  L.,  etc.,  Co.,  6.  Cleveland,  etc.,  H.  Co.  v.  Hadley, 

145  N.  C.  383,  59  S.  E.  139,  13  Ann.  170  Ind.  204,  82  N.  E.  1025,  84  N.  E. 

Cas.  248  and  note,  15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  13,  16 'Ann.  Cas.  1,  16  L.RA.(N.8.) 

583  and  note.   See  generally,  Insub-  527. 

ANCB.  And  see  Divorce  and  Sxpara-  7.  GborchiU    Jackson,  132  Oa.  660, 
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And  in  a  malpractice  case  it  was  held  that  the  trial  court  ptopeAj 
excluded  an  opinion  by  a  physician  under  whom  the  defen^nt  bad 
studied,  that  the  defendant  possessed  more  than  the  ordinary  skill 
of  members  of  his  profession.*  But  very  similar  testimony  wa? 
admitted  on  an  issue  of  the  competency  of  a  physician  as  an  expert.* 
In  proof  of  one^s  financial  worth,  the  opinion  of  a  witness  who  has 
been  familiar  with  his  property  and  affairs  is  admissible." 

38.  Skilful  or  Negligent  Conduct. — Whether  on  a  particular  occa- 
sion the  conduct  of  persons  was  skilful  or  negligent  is  a  proper  subject 
for  the  opinion  of  qualified  experts.  This  species  of  evidence  is  oft^n 
given  in  malpractice  cases  when  a  physician  or  surgeon  testifies  to  the 
propriety  or  impropriety  of  the  treatment  which  was  given  to  a  patient, 
or  to  the  ski).!  or  lack  of  skill  with  which  an  operation  was  performed.'^ 
An  intwesting  application  of  this  rule  is  furnished  by  cases  wherein 
an  electrical  expert  was  held  competent  to  testify  as  to  negligence  in 
the  use  of  X-raya  by  a  physician.**  So  a  competent  expert  may 
testify  from  the  condition  of  a  limb  two  years  after  an  amputation, 
as  examined  by  him  or  described  to  him  in  a  hypothetical  question, 
that  the  present  condition  could  only  be  due  to  negligence  in  per- 
forming the  operation."  Similar  testimony  from  one  competent  as 
an  expert  in  the  particular  field  is  equally  proper  on  an  issue  of  negli- 
gence in  the  performance  of  mechanical  or  industrial  work.'*  Thus, 
it  has  been  held  that  an  expert  may  give  an  opinion  as  to  the  dis- 
tance at  which  it  is  safe  to  stop  before  going  upon  a  railroad  grade 
crossing,**  or  as  to  whether  a  boy  of  a  certain  size  could  have  done 
certain  work  except  in  a  particular  way.**  But  opinions  as  to  negli- 
gence are  often  excluded  under  the  rule  excluding  opinions  in  a  field 

64  S.  B.  691,  Ann.  Caa.  1913E  1203,  8,  as  to  coropeten*^  of  expert  wit- 

49  L.R.A.(N.S.)  875.  nesses,  generally. 

8.  Leighton  v.  Sargent,  31  N.  H.  13.  Tullis  v.  Rankin,  6  N.  D.  44,  68 
119,  64  Am.  Dec.  323.  N.  W.  187,  66  A.  S.  R.  586  and  note, 

9.  See  supra,  par.  8.  35  L.R.A.  499. 

10.  Baldwin  v.  Parker,  99  Mass.  79,  14.  Bentley  v.  Bustard,  16  B.  Men. 
96  Am.  Dec.  697;  Pbelps  v.  Winona,  (Ky.)  643,63  Am.  Dec.  561  (tlie  man- 
etc.,  R.  Co.,  37  Minn.  485,  35  N.  \V.  agement  of  a  boat  which  had  run 
273,  5  A.  S.  R.  867.  upon  a  b&r) ;  Nugent  v.  Boston,  ptc, 

11.  Carpenter  v.  Walker,  170  Ala.  R.  Co.,  80  Me.  62,  12  Atl.  797,  6  A. 
659,  54  So.  60,  Ann.  Caa.  1912D  803;  S.  R.  151;  First  Congregational  Church 
Longan  v.  Weltmer,  180  Mo.  322,  79  v.  Holvoke  Mut.  P.  Ins.  Co.,  158  Mass. 
S.  W.  655, 103  A.  S.  R.  573,  64  L.R.A.  475,  33  N.  E.  572,  35  A.  S.  R.  508,  19 
969:  Grainger  v.  Still,  187  Mo.  197,  L.R.A.  587;  Cincinnati,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v. 
85  S.  W.  1114,  70  L.R.A.  49;  Quinn  v.  Smith,  22  Ohio  St.  227,  10  Am.  Rep. 
Higgina,  63  Wis.  664,  24  N.  W.  482,  729;  Elder  v.  Lykens  Valley  Coal  Co., 
63  Am.  Rep.  305.  157  Pa.  St.  490,  27  Atl,  545,  37  A.  S. 

12.  Grainger  v.  Still,  187  Mo.  197,  R.  742;  Dean  v.  McLean,  48  Yt  412, 
85  S.  W.  1114,  70  L.R.A.  49;  Henslin  21  Am.  Rep.  130. 

V.  Wheaton,  91  Minn.  219,  OT  N.  W.  15.  Note:  13  A.  8.  R.  94. 

882,  103  A.  S.  R.  504,  1  Ann.  Cas.  16.  Kehler  t.  Schweok,  151  Pa.  St 

19,  64  LJLA.  126.    See  rapia,  par.  505,  25  AtL  130,  31  A.  B.  B.  777. 
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of  common  knowledge,  where  the  facts  can  be  adequately  portrayed 
to  the  jury; "  and  the  rule  excluding  opinions  as  to  the  precise  fact 
in  issue  may  prohilnt  opinions  on  the  direct  question  of  negligence 
and  confine  them  to  what  was  the  correct  mode  of  doing  the  Uiing 
in  question  and  what  results  would  probably  have  followed  from  one 
method  or  the  other.^^  When  the  transaction  under  investigation 
is  not  the  single  act  of  an  individual  but  the  course  of  business  adopted 
by  an  employer  or  business  management,  there  is  the  same  general 
admissibility  of  expert  opinion  that  the  course  adopted  was  wrong, 
or  (what  practically  amounts  to  the  same  thing)  as  to  what  would 
have  been  the  proper  coiuw,>*  and  the  same  occasional  inadmisnbil- 
ity  because  of  some  secondary  rule  of  exclusion.*" 

39.  Nature  and  Actions  of  Animals  and  .Plants. — Many  classes  of 
<^inion  evidence  which  have  been  discussed  in  relation  to  persons 
are  applicable  also  to  animals.  But  the  fact  that  the  care  of  animals 
is  usually  in  the  hands  of  farmers  or  other  practical  men  rather  than 
of  professional  men  renders  it  necessary  to  apply  a  much  lower  stand- 
ard of  qualification  for  the  witness.  Thus,  persons  who  have  habitu- 
ally bad  the  care  of  horses  and  dogs  may  testify  as  to  their  soundn^ 

17.  Warden  v.  Louisville  etc.,  R.  149  la.  176,  127  N.  W.  198,  Ann.  Cas. 
Co.,  94  A'a.  277, 10  So.  276,  14  L.R.A,  1912C  915,  34  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1013; 
552;  Clinton  v.  Root,  58  Mich,  182,  North  Missouri  R.  Co.  v.  Alters,  4  Kan. 
24  N.  W.  667,  65  Am.  Uep.  671;  Stowe  453,  96  Am.  Dec.  183;  Louisville,  etc., 
V.  Bishop,  68  Vt.  498,  3  All.  494,  56  R.  Co.  v.  Scott,  108  Ky.  392,  56  S.  W. 
Am.  Rep.  669;  Pearson  v.  Alaska  Pae.  674,  60  L.R.A.  381;  James  v.  Rapides 
Steamship  Co»  51  Wash.  6G0,  99  Pae.  Lumber  Co.,  50  La.  Ann.  717,  2^- So. 
753,  130  A.  S.  R.  1117.  See  supra,  469,  44  L.R.A.  33;  Lindsley  v.  Cliica- 
par.  7.  go,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  36  Minn.  539,  33  N. 

18.  Eureka  Co.  v.  Bass,  81  Ala.  200,  W.  7, 1  A.  S.  R.  692;  Prosser  v.  Mon- 
8  So.  216,  60  Am.  Rep.  152;  SUples  tana  Cent.  R.  Co.,  17  Mont.  372,  43 
V.  Steed,  167  Ala.  241, 52  So.  646,  Ann.  Pae.  81,  30  L.R.A.  814;  Price  v.  Hart- 
Cas.  1912A  480;  Albion  v.  Hetrick,  90  shorn,  44  N.  T.  94,  4  Am.  Rep.  645; 
Ind.  545,  46  Am.  Rep.  230 ;  Pointer  v.  Ohio,  etc.,  Torpedo  Co.  v.  Fishbum, 
Klamath  Falls  Land  Co.,  69  Ore.  438,  61  Ohio  St.  608,  56  N.  E.  457,  -76  A. 
117  Pae.  605,  Ann.  Cas.  1913G  1076  S.  R.  437;  Lewis  v.  Seifert.  116  Pa. 
and  note.    See  supra,  par.  14.  St.  628,  U  Atl.  514,  2  A.  S.  R.  631; 

19.  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Hall,  Bertha  Zinc  Co.  v.  Martin,  93  Va.  791, 
87  Ala.  708,  6  So.  277,  13  A.  S.  R.  84,  22  S.  E.  869,  70  L.R.A.  999. 

4  L.R.A.  710;  McCarthy  v.  LouiBville,  20.  Qiraudi  v.  San  Jose  Electric 

etc.,  R.  Co.,  102  Ala.  193,  14  So.  370,  Imp.  Co.,  107  Cal.  120,  40  Pac.  108, 

48  A.  S.  R.  29;  Judson  v.  Giant  Pow-  48  A.  S.  R.  114,  28  L.R.A.  596;  Insiey 

der  Co.,  107  Cal.  549,  40  Pac.  1020,  v.  Shire,  54  Kan.  793,  39  Pac.  713.  46 

48A.  S.  R.  146,  29L.R.A.  718;Laufer  A.  S.  R.  308;  Ford  v.  Paducah  City 

T.  Bridgeport  Traction  Co.,  68  Conn.  Ry.,  124  Ky.  488,  99  S.  W.  355,  124 

475,  37  Atl.  379,  37  Ljl.A.  533;  Henry  A.  S.  R.  412,  8  LJl.A.(N.S.)  1093; 

T.  Sionv  City,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  75  la.  84,  Hill  v.  Portland,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  65  Me. 

39  N.  W.  193,  9  A.  S.  R.  457;  Betts  V.  438,  92  Am.  Dec.  601;  Spillane  v, 

Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  92  la.  343,  60  Fitchburg,  177  Mass.  87,  58  N.  E.  176, 

N.  W.  623,  64  A.  S.  R.  568,  26  L.R.A.  83  A.  S.  R.  262;  Goodsell  v.  Taylor, 

348;  Colsch  t.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  41  Hinn.  207,  42  N.  W.  873, 16  A.  8. 
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or  the  disease  which  they  have,'  or  the  cause  of  tiieir  death,  as  whether 
a  horse  died  of  fright  or  of  some  latent  disease;  *  and,  a  fortiori,  the 
testimony  of  a  veterinary  is  admissible  as  to  such  matters  *  Like 
ttotimony  as  to  the  existence  of  a  certain  disease  in  trees  has  been 
admitted  from  a  public  ofHcial  whose  duty  it  was  to  examine  trees 
therefor.^  .  So,  that  certain  animals  are  of  a  dangerous  or  trouble- 
some  disposition  or  habit,*  that  they  did  or  did  not  show  fright,*  that 
a  horse  by  bis  appearance  and  action  was  probably  of  a  certain  pater- 
nity and  could  not  be  of  another  alleged  sire,'  have  all  been  held 
proper  subjects  for  testimony  by  what  may  be  called  practical  experts. 
Such  testimony,  however,  will  not  be  received  in  opposition  to  positive 
proof  of  facts,  as  that  a  pure  bred  fox  hound  would  not  molest 
domestic  animals,  when  there  was  direct  evidence  that  the  dogs  in 
question  did  in  fact  do  so.^  Nor  will  it  be  received  to  prove  the 
reverse  of  a  matter  of  common  knowledge,  this  rule  having  been 
applied  to  exclude  expert  testimony  to  the  effect  that  after  a  certain 
age  boars  become  vicious  and  dangerous.* 

Documents,  Memoranda,  and  Marks 

40.  Age,  Genuineness,  Alterations,  and  Other  Characteristics. — 
It  has  been  held  that  the  age  of  a  writing  is  not  a  proper  subject  of 
expert  evidence,  the  court  saying:  "I  do  not  think  that  any  amount 
of  science,  study  or  skill  would  enable  a  person,  by  mere  inspection, 
to  judge  or  testify  of  the  age  of  handwriting  with  that  accuracy 
necessary  to  its  value  or  safety  in  judicial  proceedings.  The  appear- 
ance of  a  written  paper,  some  years  or  even  months  old,  will  depend 
greatly  upon  tiie  color,  kind  and  quality  of  the  ink  used,  and  greatly 

R.  700,  4  L.R.A.  673;  Fisher  v.  Oregon  5.  Conffress,  etc,  Spring  Co.  v.  Ed- 
Short  Line,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  22  Ore.  533,  gar,  99  U.  S.  645,  25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
30  Pac.  425,  16  L.R.A.  519;  Elder  v.  487;  Parker  v.  Mise,  27  Ala.  480,  62 
Lykens  Valley  Coal  Co.,  157  Pa.  St.  Am.  Dec.  776. 

490,  27  Atl.  545,  37  A.  S.R.  742;  Green  6.  Whittier  v.  Franklin,  46  N.  H. 

V.  Ashland  Water  Co.,  101  Wis.  258,  23,  88  Am,  Dec.  185;  State  v.  Sliin- 

77  N.  W.  722,  70  A.  S.  R.  911,  43  bom,  46  N.  H.  497,  88  Am.  Dec  224; 

L.R.A.  117.  Hardy  v.  Merrill,  66  K.  H.  227,  22 

1.  Pearson  v.  Zehr,  138  III.  48.  29  Am.  Rep.  441. 

N.  E.  854,  32  A.  S.  R.  113;  Whittier  7.  Brady  v.  Shirley,  18  S.  D.  608, 

V.  Franklin,  46  N.  H.  23,  88  Am.  Dec.  101  N.  W.  886,  5  Ann.  Cas.  972  and 

185;  Hardy  v.  MeiziU,  66  N.  H.  227,  note.    See  supra,  par.  32,  as  to  opio- 

22  Am.  Rep.  441.  ion  evidence  as  to  family  resemblune» 

Note:  66  Am.  Dec  239.  of  persons. 

2.  Piolett  y.  Simmers,  106  Pa.  St.  8.  State  v.  Churchill,  15  Idaho  645, 
95,  61  Am.  Rep.  496.  98  Pac  853,  16  Ann.  Cas.  947,  U 

8.  Trenton  Pass.  R,  Co.  v.  Cooper,  L.R.A.(N.S.)  835. 

60  N.  J.  L.  219,  37  Atl.  730,  64  A.  8.  9.  Johnston  t.  Maek  Mfg.  Co.,  65 

R.  592,  38  L.R.A.  637.  W.  Va.  544,  64  S.  E.  841,  131  A.  S. 

4.  State  T.  Main,  69  Conn.  123,  37  S.  979,  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1189.  - 
Atl  80,  61  A.  8.  R.  30,  36  Lit  A.  623. 
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upon  the  receptacle  or  place  where  the  paper  has  been  kept,  whether 
excluded  from  the  air  or  sunshine,  whether  in  a  dry  or  damp,  hot 
or  cool  place,  and  other  conditions,  the  knowledge  of  which  must 
be  derived  from  sources  other  than  inspection.  Again  there  is  no 
recognized  science  or  trade  in  which  it  can  be  said  to  be  necessary 
that  persons  engaged  in  it  should  be  skilled  in  detecting  the  age  of 
writings  by  inspection."  Another  court,  however,  has  recently  said 
that  if  familiar  with  inks  an  expert  may  be  able  to  determine  nearly 
the  age  of  the  writing  or  the  time  when  it  was  made.  And  this  state- 
ment, though  a  dictum,  seems  more  nearly  in  accord  with  modern 
practice.**  Testimony  of  experts  may  be  given  on  such  questions  as 
whether  the  whole  of  an  instrument,  body  and  signature,  was  written 
at  the  same  time,  by  the  same  band,  and  with  the  same  ink ;  whether 
there  has  been  any  alteration  in  the  instrument;  and  if  so,  whether  the 
alteration  is  in  the  same  handwriting  as  the  instrument;  whether  the 
instrument  has  been  written  over  an  erasure;  and  other  questions  of 
the  same  kind.  But  on  the  point  as  to  whether  or  not  part  of  an 
instrument  was  written  over  a  fold  after  the  document  had  been  folded 
and  soiled,  expert  testimony  has  been  held  inadmissible  as  relating  to 
a  matter  within  the  common  observation  of  ordinary  jurymen.** 
The  genuineness  or  counterfeit  character  of  a  document  whose  char- 
acteristics are  well  known,  such  as  a  bank  bill,  may  be  testified  to 
by  an  expert,  though  he  has  no  knowledge  of  the  signatures  thereto,*' 
but  not  if  he  has  never  seen  the  genuine  note  and  derives  his  knowl- 
edge thereof  solely  from  printed  copies  or  descriptions.**  It  has  been 
held  that  on  the  question  of  alterations  after  the  execution  of  a  docu- 
ment, an  expert  may  testify  that  fluids  are  in  use  by  which  writing  can 
be  removed  from  a  paper,  though  there  is  no  evidence  in  the  case 
that  the  persons  charged  with  the  alteration  knew  of  the  existence 
of  such  fluids  or  that  any  such  fluid  has  in  fact  been  used  on  the 
document  in  question.**  Evidence  from  an  expert  is  also  admissible 
that  a  particular  writing,  or  even  a  mark,  was  that  of  a  man  in  vigorous 
health,  or  of  an  old  man  with  a  feeble  and  unsteady  hand,  but  not 
that  the  particular  alteration  in  question  could  not  have  been  made 
by  a  person  having  a  nervous  and  unsteady  hand,  that  being  a  ques- 

10.  Cheney  v.  Dnnlap,  20  Neb.  265,  Notes:  66  Am.  Dec.  240;  64  L.R.A. 
29  N.  W.  925,  57  Am.  Rep.  828.  307-313. 

11.  Re  Hopkins,  172  N.  7.  360,  65  13.  Jones  v.  Ftnch,  37  Miss.  461,  75 
N.  E.  173,  92  A.  S.  R.  746,  65  L.R.A.  Am.  Dee.  73. 

95.  14.  State  v.  Brown,  4  R.  I.  628,  70 

12.  Re  Hopkins,  172  N.  T.  360,  65  Am.  Dee.  163. 

N.  E.  173,  92  A.  S.  R.  746,  65  L.R.A.  16.  People  v.  Dole,  122  Cal.  486,  56 

95;  Fulton  v.  Hood,  34  Pa.  St  365,  Fac.  681,  68  A.  S.  R.  50. 
76  Am.  Dee.  664  and  note. 
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tion  which  the  court,  it  was  said,  could  determine  as  well  as  th« 
witness.** 

41.  Handwriting  Generally. — A  class  of  opinion  evidence  very 
frequently  before  the  courts  is  that  as  to  handwriting.  The  precise 
question  usually  is  whether  a  certain  signature  or  writing  was  in  fact 
written  by  the  one  whose  writing  it  purports  to  be,  or  by  someone  who' 
is  charged  with  writing  it.  The  disputed  writing  may  be  one  the 
authorship  of  which  is  the  principal  fact  in  issue,  or  it  may  be  merely 
a  fact  of  evidential  value.*'  The  evidence  naturally  offered  on  such 
a  question  is  that  of  persons  who  are  familiar  with  the  handwriting  of 
the  alleged  writer;  and  the  opinion  of  such  persons  is  universally 
recognized  to  be  admissible,  even  though  they  are  in  no  sense  hand- 
writing experts.*^  And  the  witness  may  be  competent  though  he  did 
not  know  the  handwriting  of  the  alleged  author  until  a  number  of 
years  after  the  date  of  the  disputed  document.**  Even  if  the  paper 
before  the  jury  is  a  letterpress  copy  the  witness  may  give  his  opinion 
as  to  its  genuineness ;  but  where  the  witness  was  not  familiar  with 
the  handwriting  of  the  reputed  author  it  was  held  error  to  allow 
him  to  testify  from  photographic  copies  of  the  document  that  it  was 
written  by  another  person  with  whose  handwriting  the  witness  was 
familiar.*  Testimony  by  the  plaintiff  as  to  the  signature  of  a  decedent 
has  been  excluded  under  the  statutory  rule  against  permitting  a  party 
to  testify  as  to  transactions  with  a  decedent,*  but  this  has  been  declared 
to  be  contrary  to  the  majority  rule.*  Of  course,  when  the  witness's 
■vocation  is  one  which  requires  him  constantly  to  scrutinize  and  pass  on 
handwriting,  his  testimony  will  be  so  much  the  more  valuable.  But 
the  difficulty  of  defining  the  exact  amount  of  acquaintance  witli  the 
handwriting  in  question  is  so  great  that  it  has  often  been  stated  that 
anyone  may  give  his  opinion  who  has  seen  the  supposed  author 
write/  or  who  has  i^ceived  letters  or  other  writings  from  the  supposed 

16.  Scott  T.  Thrall,  77  Kan.  688,     Note:  63  L.R.A,  963. 

95  Pac  663,  127  A.  S.  R.  449,  17  19.  Ratliff  v.  Ratliff,  131  N.  C.  425, 

L.R.A(N.S.)  184;  Re  Hopkins,  172  42  S.  E.  887,  63  L.R.A.  963. 

N.  Y.  360,  65  N.  E.  173,  92  A.  S.  R.  20.  Com.  v.  Jeffries,  7  Allen  (Mass.) 

746.  65  IjJR.A.  95.  548,  83  Am.  Dec.  712. 

17.  People  T.  Holinenx,  168  N.  Y.  1-  Ebom  v.  Ztropelman,  47  Tex.  503, 
264,  61  N.  E.  286,  62  L.R-A.  193.  26  Am.  Rep.  315. 

18.  Pittman  v.  State,  61  Fla.  04,  41  See  infra,  par.  43,  as  to  the  use  of 
So.  386,  8  Ii.R.A.(N.S.)  509;  Com.  t,  photographic  or  other  copies  in  com- 
Webster,  5  Cndi.  (Hub.)  295,  52  Am.  parison  of  handwritings. 

Dec.  711  and  note;  People  v.  Spooner,  2.  Ware  v.  Buich,  148  Ala.  629,  42 

1  Denio  (N.  Y.)  343,43  Am.  Dee.  672;  So.  562,  12  Ann.  Cas.  669  and  note. 

Travis  t.  Brown,  43  Pa.  St.  9,  82  Am.  8.  Note:  12  Ann.  Gas.  671.  See 

Dec.  540;  State  v.  Hall,  16  S.  D.  6,  91  generally,  Witnbsses. 

N.  W.  325,  65  LJt.A.  151  and  note;  4.  Cion     People,  47  DI.  152,  95 

Hanlev  v.  Gandy,  28  Tex.  211,  91  Am.  Am.  Dec  474;  State  v.  Shinbom,  46 

Dee.  316.  N.  H.  497,  88  Am.  Dee.  224;  Wilaon 
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writer,  or  has  had  occasion  to  see  them  in  the  ordinary  course  of  busi- 
ness, under  such  circumstances  as  create  a  presumption  that  they 
were  really  written  by  him,*  or  has  seen  writings  acknowledged  by 
him  to  be  in  his  own  handwriting Indeed,  it  has  been  declared  tbat 
a  witness  who  has  never  seen  the  person  in  question  write,  must  have 
read  papers  expressly  or  by  implication  acknowledged  by  such  person 
to  be  genuine,'  the  mere  fact  that  certain  letters  were  reputed  to  be  or 
apparently  were  from  him  being  held  insufficient.®  Nor  can  such  an 
acknowledgment  be  established  by  the  sole  testimony  of  a  party  to 
the  action  as  against  the  denial  of  the  other  party,  so  as  to  qualify  the 
former  to  testify  as  to  the  writing  of  the  latter;  *  and  an  acknowl- 
edgment procured  by  a  detective  has  been  held  insufficient  to  qualify 
him  to  testify  therefrom.^*'  An  expert  may  sometimes  be  able  to 
form  an  opinion  from  the  signature  or  document  itself  as  to  its  being 
a  genuine  or  forged  signature.  The  flow  of  lines  is  so  different  when 
one  writes  in  his  accustomed  style,  naturally  and  without  effort,  from 
that  of  one  carefully  seeking  to  conceal  his  natural  handwriting  or  to 
imitate  that  of  another,  that  one  may  require  no  knowledge  of  the 
handwriting  of  the  supposed  author  to  declare  the  paper  to  be  in  a 
natural  or  an  imitated  hand.^*  But  it  has  been  declared  that  the 
weight  of  authority  is  to  the  contrary.^*  Certainly  it  is  evident  that 
such  testimony,  to  be  of  any  value,  must  come  from  a  qualified  expert, 
for  a  nonexpert  could  add  nothing  to  the  jury's  own  capacity  to  form 
an  opinion;  but  the  witness  need  not  necessarily  be  a  "professional 
expert;"  practical  experience  in  judging  handwriting  may  be  sufh- 

V.  Van  Leer,  127  Pa.  St.  371,  17  Atl.  33,  11  Am.  Dee.  39  and  note;  State  v. 
1097,  14  A.  S.  R.  854;  State  v.  Fresh-  Thompson,  80  Me.  194,  13  At!.  892, 
water,  30  Utah  442,  85  Pae.  447,  116  6  A.  S.  R.  172;  People  v.  Molineux, 
A.  S.  R.  053.  168  N.  Y.  264,  61  N.  B.  286, 62  L-RJl. 

Note:  12  L.RJl.  457.  193. 

6.  Watson  v.  Cresap,  1  B.  Hon.  7.  Bruce  v.  Crews,  39  Ga.  544,  99 
(Ky.)  195,  36  Am.  Dee.  572;  Johnson  Am.  Dec.  4G7. 

v.  Daveme,  19  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  134,  10  8.  Bruce  v.  Crews,  39  Ga.  544,  99 
Am.  Dec.  198;  Miles  v.  Loomis,  75  Am.  Dec  467;  Dorsey  v.  Dorsey,  3 
N.  Y.  288,  31  Am.  Rep.  470;  State  v.  Har.  &  J.  (Md.)  410,  6  Am.  Dec.  506. 
AUen,  8  N.  C.  6,  9  Am.  Dec.  616  and  9.  SUte  v.  McBride,  30  Utah  ^  86 
note;  Hess  v.  State,  5  Ohio  5,  22  Am.  Pae.  440,  8  Ann.  Caa.  1030,  7  L.R.A. 
Deo.  767  and  note;  May  v.  State,  14  (N.S.)  557. 

Ohio  461,  45  Am.  Dec.  548;  United  10.  Hynes  v.  MeDermott,  82  N.  Y. 
Stotes  V.  Simpson,  3  Pen.  &  W.  (Pa.)  41,  37  Am.  Rep.  538. 
437,  24  Am.  Dec.  331;  State  v.  Brown,  11.  Hoody  v.  Rowell,  17  Hek. 
4  R.  I.  528,  70  Am.  Dee.  168;  State  v.  (Mass.)  49C,  28  Am.  Dec.  317;  Travis 
Tutt,  2  Bailey  L.  (S.  0.)  44,  21  Am.  v.  Brown,  43  Pa.  St  9,  82  Am.  Dee. 
Dee.  508.  540. 

Notes:  7  L.BA.(N.S.)  557  ;  8  Ann.     Note:  64  L.R.A.  307. 
Caa.  1035.  12.  People  v.  Spooner,  1  Denio  (N. 

6.  Hammond's  Case,  2  Greenl.  (Me.)  Y.)  343,  43  Am.  Dec.  672  and  note. 
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cient  to  justify  the  trial  judge  in  admitting  his  evidence."  Expert 
evidence  has  been  admitted  that  several  signatures  were  so  exactly 
identical  that  they  could  not  have  been  written  naturally,  but  must 
have  been  traced.'*  The  weight  of  nonexpert  testimony  on  the 
matters  under  consideration  depends  largely  on  the  credibility  and 
intelligence  of  the  witness  and  his  familiarity  with  the  writing  of  the 
individual  in  question.  In  other  words,  it  stands  very  much  on  the 
same  plane  as  other  kinds  of  evidence,  except  that  it  is  readily  over- 
balanced by  direct  testimony  as  to  the  authorship  of  the  disputed 
writing.  And  the  same  may  be  said  of  expert  testimony,  though  by 
some  authorities  it  is  regarded  with  peculiar  disfavor.'' 

42.  Comparison  of  Handwriting  Generally. — The  comparison  of 
handwriting  in  its  relation  to  the  rules  of  evidence  generally,  that  is, 
as  a  species  of  real  or  demonstrative  evidence,  is  fully  treated  in 
another  part  of  this  work.'*  It  is  here  further  considered  in  its  aspect 
as  a  subject  of  expert  or  opinion  evidence.  At  the  English  common 
law  such  comparisons  were  not  admissible  in  evidence,  it  being 
assumed,  at  least  in  the  early  cases,  that  the  jury  were  too  illiterate 
either  to  make  the  comparison  for  themselves  or  to  estimate  the  value 
of  the  comparison  by  an  expert; ''  and  the  English  precedents  have 
been  followed  in  a  few  early  American  cases.'*  In  1854,  however,  the 
English  rule  was  changed  by  an  act  which  permits  an  extraneous  writ- 
ing, proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court,  to  be  made  a  basis  of  com- 
parison by  expert  witnesses  or  by  the  jury.'*  In  nearly  all  the 
American  cases  it  is  held  that  if  other  signatures,  or  other  papers  writ- 
ten by  the  person  in  question,  are  in  evidence  in  the  case,  or  are  a  part 
of  the  file,  experts  may  be  asked  to  compare  such  writings  with  the  one 
in  dispute,  and  state  their  opinion  whether  both  were  written  by  the 
same  person ;  **>  or  the  papers  may  be  exhibited  to  the  court  and  jury 

13.  Tower  v.  Whip,  53  W.  Va.  158,  Am.  Rep.  538;  Pope  v.  Askew,  23  N. 
44  S.  E.  179,  63  L.R.A.  937  and  note.  C.  16,  35  Am.  Dec.  729. 

Note:  66  Am.  Dec.  241.  19.  State  v.  Thompson,  80  Me.  194, 

14.  Stitzel  V.  Miller,  250  Til.  72,  95  13  All.  892,  6  A.  S.  R.  172. 

N.  E.  53,  Ann.  Gas.  1912B  412  and  20.  Abhott  v.  Coleman,  22  Kan.  250, 

note,  34  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1004  and  note.  31  Am.  Rep.  186;  Moody  v.  RoweU, 

15.  Note:  64  L.R.A.  315  et  seq.  17  Pick.  (Mass.)  490,  28  Am.  Dec. 

16.  See  EvmsNCK,  vol.  10,  p.  993  317;  People  v.  Parker,  67  Mich.  222, 
et  seq.  34  N.  W.  720,  11  A.  S.  R.  578;  Jones 

17.  Moody  V.  Rowell.  17  Pick.  v.  Finch,  37  Miss.  461,  75  Am.  Dec 
(Mass.)  490,  28  Am.  Dec.  317.  73;  Miles  v.  Loomis,  75  N.  Y.  288,  31 

Notes:  6  Am.  Dec.  172;  62  L.R.A.  Am.  Rep.  470,  overruling  earlier  New 
818-829.  York  cases;  Tower  v.  Whip,  53  W. 

18.  Strother  v.  Lucas,  6  Pet.  763,  8  Va.  158,  44  S.  E.  179,  63  L.R.A.  937. 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  573;  Gaunt  v.  Harkness,  Notes:  6  Am.  Dec  173;  12  L.RA. 
53  Kan.  405,  36  Pac.  739,  42  A.  S.  R.  457;  42  L.R.A.  77L  ' 

297;  Tome  t.  Parkersbnrg  Branch  R.     See  also  Evidxncb,  voL  10,  p.  993 
Co.,  39  Md.  36,  17  Am.  Rep.  640:  et  seq. 
Hynes  t.  UoDermott,  82  N.  Y.  41,  37 
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to  enable  them  to  determine  the  question  by  their  own  observation 
and  judgment,*'  this  latter  practice  sometimes  being  held  to  be  the 
Kmit  to  which  expert  testimony  may  be  received  without  trenching 
upon  the  functions  of  the  jury,*  and  in  one  jurisdiction  a  still  further 
limitation  of  the  rule  having  been  declared  to  the  effect  that  com- 
parison as  means  of  ascertaining  the  genuineness  of  handwriting 
is  permissible  only  in  aid  of  doubtful  proof  already  in  the  case.'  As 
a  rule  a  nonexpert  cannot  testify  to  his  opinion  based  solely  on  a 
comparison  of  writings;'  but  if  he  is  personally  familiar  with  the 
supposed  author's  handwriting,  he  may  confirm  his  opinion  by  exam- 
ining other  signatures;  ^  and  it  has  been  held  that  a  witness  may  be 
competent  to  testify  on  a  comparison  of  handwritings  though  he  is 
not  a  professional  expert.*  In  a  few  cases  comparison  of  signatures 
hds  been  permitted  even  when  they  consisted  only  of  a  cross  or  other 
mark;  but  it  must  appear  that  the  writer  had  a  peculiar  method  of 
forming  his  mark  sufficient  to  permit  its  identification."  But  the 
testimony  of  an  expert  that  a  series  of  perpendicular  marks  drawn 
tiirough  a  signature,  and  which  he  stated  were  later  by  ten  years  than 
the  signature,  were  not  made  by  the  same  person  as  the  signature,  was 
held  too  uncertain  to  be  admissible.' 


21.  Moody   V.   Rowell,   17  Pick.< 
(Mass.)  400,  28  Am.  Deo.  317;  Fulton 
V.  Hood,  34  Pa.  St.  365,  75  Am.  Dec. 
664;  Travis  v.  Brown,  43  Pa.  St.  9,  82 
Am.  Dec.  540. 

1.  Travis  v.  Brown,  43  Pa.  St.  9,  82 
Am.  Dec.  540.  See  supra,  par.  14,  as 
to  expert  testimony  on  the  ultimate 
fact  in  issue. 

2.  Benedict  v.  Flanigan,  18  8.  C. 
506,  44  Am.  Rep.  583. 

3.  Bruce  v.  Crews,  39  Ga.  544,  99 
Am.  Doc.  467;  Clark  v.  Wyatt,  15 
In-d.  271,  77  Am.  Dec.  90  and  note; 
Travis  v.  Brown,  43  Pa.  St.  9,  82  Am. 
Dec.  540  and  note. 

Clark  V.  Wyatt,  supra,  was  an  action 
on  a  promissory  note  purporting  to 
have  been  signed  by  the  defendant. 
The  defendant  denied  that  the  signa- 
ture was  his,  and  on  the  issue  thus 
raised  the  plaintiff  offered  the  tteti- 
mony  of  a  witness  who  was  neither 
an  expert  nor  acquainted  with  the  de- 
fendant's handwriting  that  he  had  com- 
pared the  signature  to  the  note  with 
certaio  genuine  signatures  of  the  de- 
fendant, and  that  in  bis  opinion  the 
signature  to  the  note  was  genuine. 
In  holding  that  such  testimony  of  this 
iioiie:q>ert  witness  was  incompetent,  the 


onrt  said  that  "the  general  rule  is 
that  evidence  founded  on  a  mere  com- 
parison of  hands  by  witnesses  will  not 
be  allowed,"  but  that,  if  "the  witness 
has  previous  knowledge  of  the  hand 
.  .  .  ,  he  may,  in  corroboration 
of  his  testimony,  compare  the  writing 
in  question  with  other  signatures 
known  to  be  genuine."  Though  the 
court  was  obviously  stating  the  rule 
only  as  regards  nonexpert  witnesses, 
the  decision  seems  in  later  cases  to 
have  been  understood  as  including  ex- 
perts in  the  rule  as  laid  down  (Bur- 
dick  v.  Hunt,  43  Ind.  381;  Forgey  v. 
Cambridge  City  First  Nat.  Bank,  66 
Ind.  123)  and  to  that  extent  these  cases 
have  declared  the  statement  to  be  in- 
correct. 

4.  Clark  t.  Wyatt,  15  Ind.  271,  77 
Am.  Dec.  90  (as  to  this  case  see  the 
next  preceding  note) ;  Springer  v.  Hall, 
83  Mo.  693,  53  Am.  Rep.  698. 

6.  Benedict  t.  Flan^sn,  18  S.  C. 
606,  44  Am.  R^.  683. 

6.  Ausmoa  v.  People,  47  Colo.  167, 
107  Pac  204,  19  Ann.  Cas.  491  and 
note. 

Notes:  64  L.RJI.  313;  65  Lit. A.  Qf>. 

7.  Be  Hopkins,  172  N.  Y.  360,  06 
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43.  Standards  of  Comparison  Generally. — It  has  been  held  that  a 
genuine  signature  must  be  used  as  the  standard  of  comparison,  and 
that  ttiis  requirement  is  not  satisfied  by  letter-press  copies.^  Similarly, 
by  way  of  re-enforcing  applications  of  the  old  English  rule  excluding 
tests  by  comparison,  the  propriety  of  using  photographic  copies  for 
the  purpose  of  comparison  has  been  denied,*  in  the  absence  of  extrin- 
sic proof  of  its  accuracy.^*^  So  also,  photographic  enlargements  have 
been  excluded  as  secondary  evidence  where  the  original  was  in  court," 
and  photo-lithographic  copies  in  the  absence  of  extrinsic  evidence 
of  their  accuracy."  But  the  general  effect  of  the  great  majority  of 
the  cases  seems  to  be,  and  the  modem  tendency  undoubtedly  is  to  the 
effect,  that  mechanical  copies  are  at  least  secondarily  admissible  where 
they  are  unquestionably  authentic  and  accurate.'*  At  an  early  date, 
moreover,  the  value  of  photographic  enlargements  of  genuine  ahd 
disputed  ^gnatures  was  recognized  and  ably  expounded.**  The  mere 
fact  that  the  specimen  was  written  after  the  disputed  writing  does  not 
exclude  it,  if  it  was  written  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business  and  not 
for  the  purpose  of  creating  testimony."  But  specimens  made  for  the 
occasion  and  post  litem  motam  are  very  generally  excluded.'*  Nor 
may  one  who  disputes  a  signature  claimed  to  be  his  own  write  his 
name  in  the  presence  of  the  jury  and  offer  it  to  them  as  a  standard  of 
comparison,  and  still  less  may  he  write  a  specimen  for  comparison  by 
his  experts  in  preparation  for  testifying."  But  specimens  written 
by  the  defendant  in  a  criminal  case  at  the  request  of  the  prosecuting 
attorney  may  be  introduced  by  the  state,  provided  they  were  obtained 
without  duress.'*  Comparison  has  also  been  permitted  where  the  dis- 
puted document  was  lost,  the  expert  comparing  his  recollection  of  it 

N.  E.  173,  92  A.  S.  R.  746,  65  LJLA.  Notes:  63  L.R.A.  438  et  seq.;  64 

95  and  note.  L.H.A.  314  et  seq. 

8.  Com.  T.  Eastman,  1  Cash.  (Mass.)  See  also  Evidbnce.  vol.  10,  par.  185. 
189,  48  Am.  Dec.  596  and  note;  Com.  14.  Marey  v.  Bamra,  16  Gray 
r.  Jeffries,  7  Allen  (Mass.)  548,  83  (Mass.)  161,  77  Am.  Dec.  405. 

Am.  Dec.  712.  15.  University  of  Illinois  v.  Rpa'^d- 

9.  Tome  v.  Parkersburg  Branch  R.  ingr,  71  N.  H.  163,  51  Atl.  731,  62 
Co.,  39  Md.  36,  17  Am.  Rep.  540.       L.R.A.  817  and  note. 

10.  Hynes  v.  McDermott,  82  N.  Y.     J2**?i.^  UR.A.  440. 


41,  37  Am.  Rep.  538. 


11.  White  Sewing  Machine  Co.  v. 
Gordon,  124  Ind.  495,  24  N.  E.  1053, 
19  A  S.  R.  109. 


and  note. 


16.  King  V.  Donaliue,  110  Mass.  155. 
14  Am.  Rep,  689;  Com.  v.  Allen,  128 
Mass.  46,  36  Am.  Rep.  356;  Reese  v. 
Reese,  90  Pa.  St.  89,  35  Am.  Rep.  634 


12.  Greer  v.  Mtssonri  Lumber,  etc., 
Co.,  134  Mo.  85,  34  S.  W.  1099,  56 
A.  S.  R.  489. 


17.  King  V.  Donahue,  110  Mass.  155, 
14  Am.  Rep.  589;  Com.  t.  Allen,  128 
Mass.  46, 35  Am.  Rep.  366;  McOlasson 
V.  State,  37  Tex.  Grim.  620,  40  S.  W. 
603,  66  A.  S.  R.  842. 


Note:  63  L.R.A.  440  et  seq. 


13.  Marcy  v.  Barnes,  16  Gray 
(Mass.)  161,  77  Am.  Dec.  405;  Greer 
T.  Missouri  Lumber,  etc.,  Co.,  134  Mo. 
85,  34  S.  W.  1099,  56  A.  S.  R.  489 
aod  note. 


18,  People  V.  Molineur,  168  N.  Y. 
264,  61  N.  E.  286,  62  L.R,A.  193. 
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with  the  standard  specimen  put  in  evidence.'*  And  from  the  earliest 
tiroes  an  exception  has  been  made  on  the  ground  of  necessity  as  to 
ancient  writings,  to  prove  the  handwriting  of  which  no  living  witness 
could  be  produced.  Such  papers  may  be  compared  with  other  ancient 
writings,  apparently  by  the  person  in  question,  and  which  have  been 
regarded  and  preserved  as  authentic  documents." 

44.  Extraneous  Writings  as  Standards  of  Comparison. — Whether 
extraneous  writings,  that  is,  papers  not  themselves  pwtinent  to  the 
issues,  may  be  proved  to  be  in  the  writing  of  the  person  in  question, 
and  then  used  as  a  standard  for  comparison  with  the  disputed  writing 
by  an  expert  witness  or  by  the  jury,  is  a  question  on  which  the  Ameri- 
can courts  have  been  in  sharp  conflict.  Many  courts  have  held,  follow-; 
ing  but  somewhat  modifying  the  strict  rule  of  the  common  law,  that  a 
writing  cannot  be  used  as  a  standard  of  comparison  unless  it  has 
already  been  put  in  evidence  for  other  purposes  or  is  among  the 
papers  on  tile,'  or  is  admitted  to  be  the  genuine  writing  of  the  person 
in  question,*  or,  as  declared  in  more  general  terms,  when  no  collateral 
issue  can  be  raised  concerning  the  writings  offered  as  specimens  for 
comparison.'  But  the  generally  prevailing  American  rule  permits 
such  extraneous  writings  to  be  introduced,  requiring  only  that  their 
authorship  be  proved  to  a  high  degree  of  certainty,  so  that  there  may 
be  no  elTort  to  support  one  uncertain  proposition  by  another  equally 

19.  Cochran  v.  Stein,  118  Minn.  323,  124  Ind.  495,  24  N.  E.  1053, 19  A.  8. 
136  N.  W.  1037,  41  L.RA.(N.S.)  391  R.  109;  People  v.  Parker,  67  Mich, 
and  note.  222,  34  N.  W.  720,  11  A-  S.  E.  578; 

Note:  62  L.R.A.  873.  Rose  v,  Springfield  First  Nat.  Bank. 

20.  Strother  v.  Lucas,  6  Pet.  763,  8  91  Mo.  399,  3  S.  W.  876,  60  Am.  Rep. 
V.  S.  (L.  ed.)  573;  Stitzel  v.  Miller,  258;  People  v.  Spooner,  1  Denio  (N. 
250  III.  72,  95  N.  E.  53,  Ann.  Gas.  Y.)  343,  43  Am.  Dec.  672  and  note; 
1912D  412,  34  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1004;  Miles  v.  Loomis,  75  N.  Y.  288,  31  Am. 
Clark  V.  Wyatt,  15,  Ind.  271,  77  Am.  Rep.  470 ;  Pope  v.  Askew,  23  N.  C. 
Dee.  90  (as  to  this  case,  see  supra,  16,  35  Am,  Dec.  729;  Fuller  v.  Fox,  101 
note  3);  Gaunt  v.  Harkness,  53  Kan.  N.  C.  119,  7  S.  E.  589,  9  A.  S.  R.  27; 
405,  36  Pac.  739,  42  A.  S.  R.  297;  Hanley  v.  Gandy,  28  Tex.  211,  91  Am. 
University  of  Illinois  v.  Spalding,  71  Dec.  315;  Tower  t.  Whip,  53  W.  Va. 
N.  H.  163,  51  AU.  731,  62  L.R.A.  817  158,  44  S.  E.  179,  63  UR.A.  937. 
and  note;  State  v.  Allen,  8  N.  0.  6,  2.  Gaunt  v.  Harkness,  53  Kan.  405, 
9  Am.  Dec.  G16;  Jones  v.  Higgins,  12  36  Pac.  739,  42  A.  S.  R.  297;  Mor- 
N.  C.  223,  17  Am.  Dec.  567;  Niehol-  risen  v.  Porter,  35  Minn.  425,  29  N.  W. 
Bon  V.  Eureka  Lumber  Co.,  156  N.  C.  54,  69  Am.  Rep.  331 ;  RatUff  v.  Rat- 
69,  72  S.  E.  86,  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  162  Hff,  131  N.  C.  425,  42  S.  E.  887,  63 
and  note;  McCreary  v.  Coggeshall,  14  L.R.A.  9fi3;  State  v.  McBride,  30  Utah 
S.  C.  42,  53  S.  E.  978,  7  Ann.  Caa.  422,  85  Pac.  440,  8  Ann.  Cas.  1030,  7 
893,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  433.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  557. 

Note:  63  L.R.A.  984  3.  Springer  v.  HaU,  83  Mo.  693, 

1,  MoOTB  V.  United  Stat^,  91  U.  S.  53  jg^^  598.  See  also  Oeer  v. 
270.  23  U.  S.  (L  ed.)  346;  Little  v  Lumber,  etc.,  Co..  134  Mo.  W. 

Beazlcy,  2  Ala.  703,  36  Am.  Dec.  431  04  a  w  imo  fifi  a.  g  R.  4811 
White  Sewing  Machine  Co.  v.  Gordon,  ^  ^-  A.  B.  K.  ««. 

B.  C.  L.  YoL  XI.— 40.  625 
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uncertain ;  *  this  rule  having  been  declared  by  statute  in  many 

jurisdictions.' 

45.  Proof  of  Standard  of  Comparison. — Before  a  writing  can  be 
used  as  a  standard  of  comparison  of  handwriting,  it  must  be  proved 
that  the  specimen  offered  as  a  standard  is  the  genuine  handwriting  of 
the  party  sought  to  be  charged.  The  question  of  its  admissibility  as 
a  standard  is  to  be  determined  by  the  judge  presiding  at  the  trial,  and 
80  far  as  his  decision  is  of  a  question  of  fact  merely,  it  is  final,  that  is, 
not  reviewable  by  the  appellate  court,  if  there  is  any  proper  evidence 
to  support  it  Exceptions  to  its  admission  as  a  standard  will  not  be 
sustained  unless  it  clearly  appears  that  there  was  some  erroneous 
application  of  the  principles  of  law  to  the  facts  of  the  case,  or  that 
the  evidence  was  admitted  without  proper  proof  of  the  qualifications 
requisite  for  its  competency.*  It  may  be  laid  down  as  a  general  rule, 
however,  that  the  standard  should  be  established  by  clear  and  satis* 
factory  evidence.'  Of  course,  it  should  not  be  admitted  where  prej« 
udiciiU  matter  will  thereby  be  gotten  before  the  jury,  at  least  if  other 
specimens  not  subject  to  such  objections  are  procurable.*  And  even 
after  its  admission  the  question  whether  the  standard  is  really  the 
writing  of  the  alleged  author  is  still  open  for  consideration  by  the 

4.  Stitzel  V.  Miller,  250  111.  72,  95  860;  Municipal  Court  v.  Kirby,  28  R. 
N.  E.  53,  Ann.  Gas.  19128  412,  34  I.  287,  67  Atl.  8, 13  Ann.  Caa.  736. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  1004;  State  v.  Kyno,  68  .    Note:  62  L.R.A.  866. 

Kan.  348,  74  Pac.  1114,  64  L.R.A.  303;  The  federal  rule  was  altered  by  stat- 
State  V.  Thompson,  80  Me.  194, 13  Atl.  nte  passed  February  26,  1913  (Fed. 
892,  6  A.  S.  R.  192;  Moody  v.  Rowell,  Stat.  Ann.  Supp.  1914,  p.  141) :  "That 
17  Pick.  (Mass.)  490,  28  Am.  Dec.  in  any  proceeding  before  a  court  or 
317;  Homer  v.  Wallis,  11  Mass.  309,  judicial  officer  of  the  United  States. 
6  Am.  Dec.  160;  Cochran  v.  Stein,  118  where  the  genuineness  of  the  hand- 
Minn.  323,  136  N.  W.  1037,  41  L.R.A.  writing  of  any  person  may  be  involved, 
(N.S.)  391;  State  v.  Shinbom,  46  N.  any  admitted  or  proved  handwriting 
H.  497, 88  Am.  Dec.  224;  University  of  of  such  person  shall  be  competent  evt- 
Illinois  V.  Spalding,  71  N.  H.  163,  51  dence  as  a  basis  for  comparison  by 
Atl.  731,  62  L.R.A.  817  and  note;  Hoag  witnesses  or  by  the  jury,  court  or  offi- 
V.  Wright,  174  N.  Y.  36,  66  N.  E.  579,  ce'  conducting  such  proceeding,  to 
63  L.R.A.  153  and  note;  Travis  v.  P^ove  or  disprove  such  genuinenesa." 
Brown,  43  Pa.  St.  9,  82  Am.  Dec.  540;  '^'^^  much  the  same  form  of  other 
State  y.  Brown,  4  R.  I.  528,  70  Am.  ^^^^^t^f  the  subject. 
Dec  168;  Smith  v.  Hanson,  34  Utah  .o^.f  V'Tl'^^h^  r  ^-.^^ 
171  DO  Pa.  1087,  18  I.RA.(N.S.)  if  ^iSLTV^^'dit^'^.TTs^ 
L^l.  m  a™  n-^  9!dn.  19  t  r  a  51  Atl.  731,  62  L.R.A.  817  and  note; 
«o  ;  o*^«?"*  '  Municipal  Court  v.  Kirby,  28  R.  l! 
462  ;  62  L.R.A.  866.  287,  67  Atl.  8,  13  Ann.  Cas.  736. 

5.  People  V.  Mohnenx,  168  N.  T.  Note:  63  L.R.A.  428. 

264,  61  N.  E.  286,  62  L.R.A.  193;  7.  Com.  v.  Eastman,  1  Gush.  (Mass.) 
Hoag  V.  Wright,  174  N.  Y.  36,  66  189,  48  Am.  Dec.  596;  Baker  v.  Haines, 
N.  E.  579,  63  L.R.A.  163;  People  v.  6  Whart.  (Pa.)  284,  36  Am.  Dec.  224. 
Storrs,  207  N.  Y.  147,  100  N.  E.  730,  8.  Gambill  v.  Schooley,  95  Md.  260, 
Ann.  Cas.  1914G  196,  45  L.RJ^.(N.S.)  52  Atl.  600,  63  LJI.A.  427. 
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jury  in  determining  the  weight  of  the  expert  testimony  based  oq 
the  compariaon.*  It  has  been  held  that  the  specimen  for  comparison 
may  be  proved  by  the  oath  of  the  alleged  writer  alone,  if  it  was  written 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  busjoess  and  before  the  controversy  arose.'* 

46.  Typewritten  Doctunents;  Spelling. — Contrary  to  the  general 
impression,  the  detection  of  frauds  has  been  made  easier  and  more 
certain,  rather  than  difticult  and  uncertain,  by  the  prevalent  use  of 
Uie  typewriter  in  modern  affairs.  Each  make  of  machine  and  each 
particular  make  at  different  periods  of  its  manufacture,  has  peculiari- 
ties of  type-face  and  operation  which  distinguish  it  from  all  others 
to  the  eye  of  on  expert  Then,  too,  every  machine  begins  to  develop 
slight  defects  and  irregularities  as  soon  as  it  comes  into  active  use, 
and  these  peculiarities  appear  in  every  document  written  on  the  ma- 
chine. Besides  this,  different  operators  differ  in  their  touch,  and  in 
their  habits  of  dating,  spacing,  punctuation,  the  use  of  margins,  and 
other  details.  Typewriting  individuality  in  many  cases  is  of  the 
most  positive  and  convincing  character,  and  reaches  a  degree  of  cer- 
tainty which  may  almost  be  described  as  absolute  proof.  The  identiB- 
cation  of  a  typewritten  document  in  many  cases  is  exactly  parallel 
to  the  identiflcation  of  an  individual  who  precisely  answers  a  general 
description  as  to  features,  complexion,  size,  etc.,  and  in  addition 
matches  a  long  detailed  list  of  scars,  birthmarks,  deformities  and 
individual  peculiarities.  It  follows  that  expert  evidence  is  admissible, 
and  may  be  almost  conclusive,  on  questions  of  the  date  of  typewritten 
documents,  and  of  the  machine  on  which,  and  the  operator  by  which, 
they  were  written.*'  The  identiflcation  of  documents  by  peculiarities 
in  their  spelling  is  different  in  the  principle  involved;  but  is  men- 
tioned here  because  it  is  so  closely  connected  in  fact  with  the  com- 
parison of  handwritings  or  typewritings,  and  is  usually  discussed  in 
that  connection.  The  coincidence  of  a  peculiar  mode  of  spelling  in 
different  writings  is  an  obvious  fact,  as  clearly  perceptible  by  the  jury 
as  by  an  expert.  Expert  testimony,  therefore,  is  not  required  or  per- 
mitted. The  habit  of  the  supposed  writer  to  misspell  different  words 
can  be  proved  by  the  introduction  of  papers  written  by  him,  identified 
by  any  witness  who  saw  him  write  them  or  had  other  means  of  per- 
sonal knowledge,  even  in  states  where  extraneous  papers  are  not 
admitted  for  comparison  of  handwritings.'* 

47.  Finger  and  Foot  Prints. — ^Another  striking  mode  of  identiflcar 
tion,  applicable  to  persons  rather  than  to  writings,  is  by  finger  prints. 

9.  State  V.  Ryno,  68  Kan.  348,  74  482,  36  S.  W.  761,  66  A.  S.  R.  808. 
Pac.  1U4,  64  L.R.A.  303;  Com.  v.      11.  People  v.  Storrs,  207  N.  Y.  U7, 

Tucker,  189  Mass.  457,  76  N.  E.  127,  100  N.  E.  730,  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  196, 

7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1056;  People  v.Molin-  46  L.R.A.(N.S.)  860  and  note;  SUte 

eux,  168  N.  Y.  264,  61  N.  E.  286,  62  v.  Freshwater,  30  Utah  442,  85  Pao. 

iai.A.  193.  447,  116  A.  S.  R.  853. 
'   10.  MaUory  V.  SUte,  37  Tez.  Crim.      12.  Note:  65  LJI.A.  97. 
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The  fact  that  every  finger  tip  has  a  series  of  convolutions  in  the  slcin 
surface,  no  two  of  which  are  alike,  and  which  students  of  the  subject 
can  classify  and  describe  so  as  to  facilitate  search,  has  made  identifica- 
tion of  the  guilty  person  almost  certain  whenever  a  clear  impression 
of  bloody  or  dirty  fingers  has  been  left  on  the  scene  of  a  crime.  These 
unconscious  records,  while  of  great  exactness,  are  so  minute  and  deli- 
cate and  the  comparison  of  them  so  much  out  of  the  field  of  common 
knowledge,  that  in  the  few  cases  in  which  the  question  has  arisen, 
expert  testimony,  with  magnified  photographs  to  make  the  basis  of 
comparison  plain  to  the  jury,  has  been  recognized  as  indispensable. 
This  system  of  identification  is  of  very  ancient  origin,  having  been 
used  in  Egypt  when  the  impression  of  the  monarch's  thumb  was  used 
as  his  sign  manual.  It  has  been  used  in  the  courts  of  India  for  many 
years,  and  more  recently  in  the  courts  of  several  European  countries. 
In  recent  years  its  use  has  become  very  general  by  the  police  depart- 
ments of  the  large  cities  of  this  country  and  Europe.  The  great 
success  of  the  system  in  England,  where,  since  1891,  it  has  been 
used  in  thousands  of  cases,  caused  the  sending  of  an  investigatinc; 
commission  from  the  United  States,  on  whose  favorable  report  a 
bureau  was  established  by  the  United  States  government  in  the 
war  and  other  departments.^*  The  comparison  of  footprints  found  at 
the  scene  of  a  crime  with  the  shoes  of  an  accused  person,  or  tracks 
made  by  him  on  other  occasions,  is  in  its  nature  identical  with  the 
comparison  of  finger  prints;  but  by  reason  of  the  great  practical  dif- 
ferences, in  that  the  footprints  are  so  large  and  the  points  of  similarity 
so  obvious,  expert  opinion  is  not  required,  and  the  comparison  of  foot- 
prints is  a  matter  of  nonexpert  rather  than  of  expert  testimony.'* 
And  the  fear  of  encroaching  on  the  duties  of  the  jury  has  led  some 
courts  to  hold  that  the  witness  may  state  the  measurements  and  any 
peculiarities  of  the  footprint,  and  also  of  the  shoes  or  later  footprint 
of  the  accused,  and  may  state  that  they  exactly  correspond  with  each 
other,  but  cannot  express  the  opinion  that  the  shoe  made  the  tracks  or 
that  the  same  person  made  both  sets  of  footprints.'*  A  mere  casual 
observation  of  the  incriminating  tracks,  or  of  the  shoes  or  tracks  of  the 
accused,  is  not  sufficient  to  qualify  the  witness.  He  must  have  meas- 
ured the  tracks  or  fitted  the  shoes  into  them,  or  else  have  noted  distinct 
peculiarities  which  he  can  describe  to  the  jury,  so  as  to  permit  them 

13.  People  V.  Jennings,  252  111.  534,  App.  516,  13  S.  W.  868,  19  A.  S.  R. 
96  N.  E.  1077,  43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1206  853;  McLain  v.  State,  30  Tex.  App. 
and  note.   See  also  State  v.  Cireiello,  482, 17  8.  W.  1092,  28  A.  S.  R.  934. 
86  N.  J.  L.  309,  90  Atl.  1112, 52  h.R^  16.  Hodge  v.  State,  97  Ala.  37,  12 
(N.S.)  1010.  So.  164,  38  A.  S.  R.  145  and  note; 

14.  Lipes  V.  State,  15  Lea  (Tenn.)  State  v.  Green,  40  S.  C.  328,  18  S.  E. 
125,  54  Am.  Rep.  402;  Olark  t.  State,  933,  42  A.  S.  R.  872;  Blnitt  v.  State, 
28  Tex.  App.  189,  12  S.  W.  729,  19  12  Tex.  App.  39,  41  Am.  Ri^.  666. 

A.  S.  R.  817;  Grumes  v.  State,  28  Tex. 

628 


Digitized  by 


U  R.  C.  L. 


EXPERT  AKD  OPINION  EVIDENCE 


49 


to  determine  the  correspoodence  between  them  and  the  shoes  of  the 
accused.**  But  an  impression  from  the  shoe  of  the  accused  may  be 
made  in  sand  before  the  jury,  to  enable  them  to  compare  it  with  cer- 
tain peculiarities  of  the  footprints  found  at  the  scene  of  the  crime.*' 
Witnesses  who  have  had  experience  in  trailing  men  may  testify  to 
the  difference  between  tracks  made  by  a  person  walking  and  one  run- 
ning, and  that  certain  inick3  in  question  were  made  by  a  man 
running.*® 

48.  Harks,  Brands,  and  Illegible  Words. — An  expert  surveyor  may 
testify  to  his  opinion  that  certain  marked  stones  are  ancient  boundary 
marks;  and  any  witness,  whether  expert  or  nonexpert,  who  has  been 
accustomed  to  work  with  a  certain  surveyor  and  see  him  mark  the 
boundary  points,  may  testify  to  his  opinion  that  certain  marks  are 
boundary  marks  made  by  that  surveyor.*'  So  one  who  is  familiar 
with  the  marks  or  brands  used  in  a  certain  trade  may  explain  their 
meaning  to  the  jury.  This  has  been  applied  to  marks  indicating  the 
fineness  of  silver,'**  and  to  cattle-brands  indicating  the  ownership  and 
showing  the  approximate  date  of  the  branding  by  the  appearance  of 
the  brand.*  If  a  paper  is  so  badly  written  or  spelled  that  it  is  difficult 
to  decipher,  as  where  a  date  might  be  read  "January"  or  "July,"  the 
evidence  of  exports  is  admissible  to  asdst  the  jury.' 

49.  Interpretation  of  Trade  Terms  and  Computations  from  Account 
Books. — If  words  hove  a  peculiar  meaning  or  application  in  a  peculiar 
trade,  persons  familiar  with  cu-^h  trade  may  testify  to  such  meaning 
and  thereby  assist  the  jury  or  court  in  interpreting  the  written  or 
verbal  passage  in  ^icn  the  words  occur,  as  whether  certain*  work 
constitutes  "repairs"  or  "reconittruction,"  •  or  that  the  word  "tene- 
ment" as  formerly  used  does  not  include  an  elegant  modern  apartment 
bouse,^  or  even  that  the  word  "room"  as  used  in  an  insurance  policy 
on  a  factory  haa  a  special  meaning.*  And  the  meaning  of  abbrevia- 
tions,* or  of  entries  in  books  of  account,'  may  be  explained  to  the  jury 

16.  Parker  t.  State,'46  Tex.  Crim.  Pac.  1046,  93  Pac.  337,  12  Ann.  Cos. 
461,  80  S.  W.  1008,  108  A.  S.  R.  1021,  412,  H  L.R.A.(N.S.)  87. 

3  Ann.  Cas.  893.  2.  Dresler  v.  Hard,  127  N.  Y.  236, 

17.  Johnson  v.  State,  59  N.  J.  L.  27  N.  E.  823,  12  L.R.A.  456. 
535,  37  Atl.  949,  39  Atl.  646,  38  L.R.A.      Note :  65  L.R.A.  156. 

373.  3.  Vincent  v.  Frelich,  50  La.  Ann. 

18.  Grant  v.  State  (Tex.)  148  S.  W.  378,  23  So.  373,  69  A.  S.  R.  436. 
760,  42  L.R.A.(N.S.)  428.  4.  Kitching  v.  Brown,  180  N.  T.  414, 

19.  Barron  v.  Cobleiph,  11  N.  H.  73  N.  E.  241,  70  L.R.A,  742. 

557,  35  Am.  Dee.  505;  Doe  v.  Fields,  5.  Daniels  v.  Hadson  River  Fire 

52  N.  C.  37,  75  Am.  Dec  450.  Ins.  Co.,  12  Cush.  (Mass.)  416,  59 

Note:  66  Am.  Dec.  242.  Am.  Dec  192. 

See  BouNDABiES,  vol.  3,  pp.  118.  6.  Maurin  v.  Lyon,  69  Minn.  257,  72 

125.  N.  W.  72,  65  A.  S.  R.  568:  Sheldon  v. 

20.  Loveland  v.  Dinnan,  81  Conn.  Benham,  4  Hill  (N.  T.)  129,  40  Am. 
m,  70  AU.  634,  17  L3.A.(N.S.)  Dec.  271. 

1119.  7.  Pazton     State,  59  Neb.  460,  81 

1.  State  T.  Wcilfl^,  76  Kan.  406, 89  N.  W.  383,  80  A.  8.  R.  689. 
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by  those  familiar  with  the  subject.  Where  complicated  books  of  ac- 
count are  in  evidence  and  elaborate  computations  are  necessary  to 
determine  the  results  and  amounts  evidenced  by  the  books,  an  expert 
may  be  called  upon  to  make  such  computations,  and  state  tiiem  to  the 
jury.*  But  his  conclusions  must  not  involve  the  determination  by 
him  of  controverted  questions  either  of  fact  or  of  law;  and  the  as- 
sumptions of  fact,  if  any,  on  which  his  computations  are  based  must 
be  clearly  stated  in  his  evidence,  so  that  the  jury  can  reject  or  modify 
his  results  if  they  do  not  find  proven  the  facts  on  which  such  results 
are  based.*  And  it  is  never  proper  for  an  expert  simply  to  testify  that 
the  books  show  certain  facts.  The  books  themselves  must  be  intro- 
duced as  primary  evidence  and  the  testimony  of  the  expert  is  second- 
ary and  explanatory  only.*'  Nor  can  usage  control  law  or  change 
the  legal  meaning  of  a  contract  Thus,  expert  evidence  is  not  admis- 
sible to  contradict  the  plain  language  of  an  insurance  policy  whose 
construction  had  been  settled  by  the  courts.**  So,  if  the  words  are  not 
terms  of  art,  science  or  trade,  and  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  they 
were  not  used  in  their  ordinary  and  plain  meaning,  the  testimony  of 
experts  to  interpret  the  language  is  not  admissible.** 

Material  Structures,  Substances,  and  Causes 

50.  Machinery  and  Mechanics.^ — No  field,  perhaps,  affords  wider  scope 

for  expert  testimony  than  that  of  mechanics  and  machinery,"  which 
may  be  illustmted  by  the  following  examples  of  matters  as  to  which 
such  testimony  has  been  admitted;  the  opeTaty)n  of  machinery,** 


8.  Culver  t.  Varks,  122  Ind.  554, 23  So.  179,  35  L.R.A.(N.S.}  789;  Colliiu 
N.  E.  1086, 17  A.  S.  R.  377,  7  L.R.A.  v.  Benbury,  27  N.  C.  118,  42  Am.  Dee. 
489;  Chicago,  St.  L.  &  P.  R.  Co.  v.  155;  Simons  v.  Ynlcan  Oil  &  Mining 
Wolcott,  141  Ind.  267,  39  N.  E.  451,  Co.,  61  Pa.  St.  202,  100  Am.  Dec.  628 
50  A.  S.  R.  320;  State  v.  Brady,  100  13.  Chicago  v.  Seben,  165  III.  371, 
la.  191,  69  N.  W.  290,  62  A.  S.  R.  660,  46  N.  E.  244,  56  A.  S.  R.  245;  Mc- 
36  L.R.A.  693;  Jordan  v.  Osgood,  109  Connell  v.  Osage,  80  la.  293, 45  N.  W. 
Mass.  457,  12  Am.  Rep.  731;  Masonic  550,  8  L.R.A.  778;  Willitts  v.  Chicago 
Mat  Ben.  Soc.  v.  Lackland,  97  Mo.  B.  &  K.  C.  R.  Co.,  88  la.  281,  65  N. 
137,  10  S.  W.  895,  10  A.  S.  R.  208;  W.  313,  21  L.R.A.  608;  Hammond  t. 
Scott  V.  Astoria  R.  Co.,  43  Ore.  26,  72  Woodman,  41  Me.  177,  66  Am.  Dee. 
Pac.  594, 99  A.  S.  R.  710, 62  L.R.A.  543.  219  and  note;  Chamberlain  v.  Dunlop^ 

9.  State  v.  Nevada  Cent  R.  Co.,  28  126  N.  T.  45,  26  N.  E.  966, 22  A.  S.  R. 
Nev.  186,  81  Pac  99, 113  A.  S.  R.  834.  807;  Evarts  v.  Middlebuty,  53  Vt  626, 
See  supra,  par.  14.  38  Am.  Rep.  707 ;  Estey  Organ  Co.  v. 

10.  Mandel  t.  Swan  Land  &  Cattle  Lehman,  132  Wis.  144,  111  N.  W. 
Co.,  154  IIL  177,  40  N.  E.  462,  45  A.  1097,  122  A.  S.  R.  051,  11  L.R.A. 
8.  R.  124,  27  L.RA.  313.  (N.S.)  254. 

11.  Home  Ins.  Go.  t.  Continental  14.  Louisville  ft  N.  R.  Co.  v.  Mar- 
Ins.  Co.,  180  N.  Y.  389,  73  N.  E.  65,  bury  Lumber  Co.,  132  Ala.  520,  32  So. 
105  A.  S.  R.  772.  746,  00  A.  S.  R.  917;  Kansas  City  Ft. 

U.  Smith  V.  State,  99  Mii&  859,  56  S.  ft  M.  R.  Co.  v.  Blaker,  68  Kan.  244, 
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the  danger  involved  therein,"  and  its  fitness  for  tbe  work  for  which 
it  is  used;'*  the  possibility  of  equipping  locomotives  so  that  they 
will  not  set  fires;  how  far  sparks  will  fly  from  a  locomotive;  the 
distance  within  which  a  train,  street  car,  or  loaded  truck  can  be 
stopped,**  and,  conversely,  tbe  deduction  of  the  speed  of  a  train  from 
the  time  required  to  stop  it;  the  strength  and  fitaess  of  timbers  or 
other  material ; '  the  effect  which  would  be  produced  by  certain  me- 
chanical operation;*  the  result  of  defects  in  machinery;'  the  value 
of  testing  wheels  by  tbe  hammer  to  discover  breaks;  *  the  comparative 
safety  of  end  and  side  ladders  as  means  for  passage  from  one  freight 
car  to  another  where  the  cars  are  of  different  height; '  and  the  differ- 
ence between  the  sound  of  a  shot  from  a  rifle  and  tbe  report  of  a  shot- 
gun.* The  admissibility  of  such  opinions  rests  on  the  subject  matter 
being  beyond  the  competence  of  untrained  persons,  and  the  opinion  of 
a  nonexpert  as  to  the  fitness,  capabilities,  and  operation  of  machinery 
is  not  admissible,'  though  in  some  cases  a  competent  witness  is  spoken 
of  as  a  nonexpert,  being  qualified  only  by  pracUcai  experience.^  If 


75  Pac  71, 1  Ann.  Cas.  883,  U  L.R.A,  R.  Co.,  164  Mo.  180,  64  S.  W.  141,  86 

81.  A.  S.  R.  592. 

15.  Gundlach  v.  Schott,  102  111.  509,  1.  Consolidated  Stone  Co.  v.  "Will- 
61  N.  E.  332,  85  A.  S.  R.  348;  Brands  iams,  26  Ind.  App.  131,  57  N.  E.  558, 
T.  St.  Louis  Car  Co.,  213  Mo.  698, 112  84  A.  S.  R.  278  and  note^  Swett.  v. 
S.  W.  511, 18  L.R.A.(N.S.)  701;  Max-  Shumway,  102  Maas.  365,  3  Am.  Rep. 
son  V.  J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Mach.  Co.,  471. 

81  Neb.  546, 116  N.  W.  281, 16  L..R.A.  2.  Judson  v.  Giant  Powder  Co.,  107 

(N.S.)  963.  Cal.  549,  40  Pac.  1020,  48  A.  S.  R.  146, 

16.  Adams  Mach.  Co.  t.  Turner,  162  29  L.R.A.  718. 

Ala.  351,  50  So.  308,  136  A.  S.  R.  28;  8.  Moore  v.  Kenookee  Township,  75 

Cooke  V.  England,  27  Md.  14,  92  Am.  Mich.  332,  42  N.  W.  944.  4  L.U.A.  555 

Dec.  618;  Scattei^ood  v.  Wood,  79  N.  and  note;  Moon  v.  Northern  Pac.  R. 

Y.  263,  35  Am.  Rep.  515.  Co.,  46  Minn.  106,  48  N.  W.  679,  24 

17.  Atchison  T.  &  S,  F.  R.  Co.  v.  A.  8.  R.  194. 
Stanford,  12  Kan.  354,  15  Am.  Kep,  Note:  41  L.R.A.  153. 

362.  4.  Pittsburg,  C,  C.  &  St.  L.  R.  Co. 

18.  Potter  V.  Grand  Trunk  Western  v.  Sheppard,  56  Ohio  St.  68,  46  N.  E. 
R.  Co.,  157  Mich.  216,  121  N.  W.  808,  61,  60  A.  S.  R.  732. 

22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1039  and  note.  5.  Kansas  City  Southern  R.  Co.  v. 

19.  Alabama  O.  S.  R.  Co.  v.  Bnr-  Leslie,  112  Ark.  305,  167  S.  W.  83, 

rss,  119  Ala.  555,  25  So.  251,  72  A.  Ann.  Cas.  1915B  834. 

R.  943;  Atlanta  &  C.  Air-Line  R.  6.  Hunter  v.  State,  54  Tez.  Crim. 

Co.  V.  Gravitt,  93  Ga.  369,  20  S.  E.  224,  114  S.  W.  124,  130  A.  S,  R. 

550,  44  A.  S.  R.  145,  26  L.R.A.  553  ;  887. 

Lyons  v.  Metropolitan  St.  R.  Co.,  253  7.  Sisson  t.  Cleveland  &  T.  R.  Co., 

Mo.  143.  161  S.  W.  726,  Ann.  Cas.  14  Mieh.  489,  90  Am.  Dee.  252;  Nor- 

1915B  508;  Yergy  v.  Helena  Light  &  folk  &  Portsmouth  Traction  Co.  v. 

R.  Co.,  39  Mont.  213, 102  Pac.  310, 18  Ellington,  108  Va.  245,  61  S.  E.  779, 

Ann.  Cas.  1201;  Harmon  v.  Columbia  17    L.R.A.(N.S.)    117;    Stewart  v. 

&  G.  R.  Co.,  32  S.  C.  127, 10  S.  B.  877,  Everts,  76  Wis.  35,  44  N.  W.  1092,  20 

17  A.  S.  R.  843.  A.  S.  R.  17. 

Note:  17  A.  S.  R.  845.  8.  Alabama  0.  8.  R.  Go.  t.  Tar- 

80.  Weller  t.  Chieago,  M.  &  St.  P.  brough,  83  Ala.  238,  3  So.  447,  3  A. 
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the  offered  testimony  is  in  relation  to  a  matter  requiring  no  special 
knowledge,  opinion  evidence,  eiUier  expert  or  nonexpert,  is  not  admift- 
sible;  the  facts  should  be  described  to  the  jury  and  the  conclusion 
left  for  them  to  draw.*  But  the  improper  admission  of  such  testi- 
mony is  not  ground  for  a  new  trial  where  its  effect  is  merely  to 
establish  a  matter  of  which  the  court  takes  judicial  notice.'**  The  speed 
of  a  locomotive,  automobile,  or  other  moving  vehicle  is  generally 
held  a  proper  subject  of  estimate  by  a  nonexpert  observer,  this  being 
a  matter  of  observation  rather  than  of  expert  opinion,'^  from  which 
it  follows  that  one  who  has  not  had  proper  opportunity  for  observation 
cannot  testify  as  to  such  matter.^' 

51.  Hatters  of  Agricultural  Knowledge. — Farmers,  gardeners,  and 
stockmen  are  competent  as  experts  to  testify  to  matters  of  opinion  re- 
quiring peculiar  knowledge  of  their  particular  callings.  Thus  it  is 
held  that  a  farmer  or  gardener  is  competent  to  express  an  opinion 
whether  or  not  drainage  is  necessary  to  fit  certain  land  for  cultivation; 
a  farmer  of  experience  is  competent  to  say  what  land  would  produce 
if  irrigated;  to  give  an  opinion  as  to  the  proper  method  of  using  a  fer- 
tilizer with  which  he  is  familiar;  or  to  estimate  the  gain  in  weight  per 
day  of  a  breed  of  hogs  with  which  he  is  acquainted.  And  it  has  been 
held  also  that  an  experienced  farmer  or  dairyman  was  competent  to 
say  whether  milk  had  been  adulterated  with  water.  But  an  opinion  of 
an.  experienced  farmer  that  a  wagon  was  loaded  with  hay  so  as  to  be 
unsafe  on  an  ordinary  road  was  rejected,  the  question  being  regarded 
as  not  one  of  science  or  skill.  An  expert  stockman  may  give  an 
opinion  as  to  how  many  hands  are  required  to  drive  a  herd  of  mules; 
or  as  to  the  weight  of  cattle;  or  may  testify  to  the  effect  upon  cattle 
of  railroad  trains  disturbing  them  while  grazing.'*   A  farmer  has 

S.  R.  715;  UcRorie  t.  Uonroe,  203  (K.S.)  782;-81nder  v.  St.  Louis  Tran- 

N.  Y.  426,  96  N.  E.  72i,  Ann.  Gas.  sit  Co.,  189  Ma  107,  88  S.  W.  648,  6 

1913B  94.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  186;  Moon  t.  St  Loiua 

9.  Kauffman  ▼.  Maier,  94  Cal.  269,  Transit  Co^  237  Mo.  425,  141  S.  W. 
29  Pae.  481,  18  L.RJ^.  124;  Limber;  870,  Ann.  Gas.  1913A  183  and  not« 
T.  Glenwood  Lumber  Co..  1^  Gal.  59^  relating  to  trains  and  street  can; 
60  Pac.  176, 49  L.RA.  33;  Goe  v.  Van-  Lyons  t.  Metropolitan  St  R.  Go.,  253 
Why,  33  Colo.  316,  80  Pae.  894,  3  Mo.  143,  161  S.  W.  726,  Ann.  Gas. 
Ann.  Gas.  652.  1915B  508;  Bracken  t.  Pennsylvania 

10.  Braasch  v.  Michigan  Stove  Co.,  R.  Co.,  222  Pa.  St.  410,  71  At!.  926, 
153  Mich.  652,  118  N.  W.  366,  20  34  L.RA.(N.S.)  790  and  note;  Dugan 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  500.  T.  Arthnrs,  230  Pa.  St  299,  79  Atl. 

11.  Wolfe  T.  Ives,  83  Conn.  174,  76  626,  34  L.RA.(N.S.)  778  and  note; 
AtL  526,  19  Ann.  Cas.  752  and  note;  Teeklenbnrg  v.  Everett,  R.  Light  ft 
Evansville  &  T.  H.  R.  Co.  t.  Crist,  116  Water  Co.,  59  Wash.  384,  109  Pac 
Ind.  446, 19  N.  E.  310,  9  A.  S.  R.  865,  1036,  34  L.R.A.(N.S.)  784  and  note. 

2  L.R.A.  450;  Atchison  T.  ft  S.  F.  12.  Ledenuan  v.  Pennsylvania  R.  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Holloway,  71  Kan.  1,  80  Pac.  Co.,  165  Pa.  St  118,  30  AtL  725,  44 
31, 114  A.  S.  R.  462;'Miller  v.  Jennees,  A.  S.  R.  644. 

64  Kan.  608,  U4  Pmc  1052,  34  LJtA.      13.  Note:  66  Am.  Dee.  241 
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been  permitted  to  testify  whether  a  crop  of  oom  was  mature  and  ready 

to  cut." 

52.  Physical  Cattsation;  Dangerona  Places  and  Machinery;  Nni- 
sances. — eompetent  expert  in  the  relevant  field  may  t^fy  to  the 
mechanical  cauaes,^*  as  that  the  drying  up  of  a  well  was  due  to  blast- 
ing operations  on  adjoining  land."  So  one  who  is  accustomed  to 
shipping  and  caring  for  live  stock  may  testify  to  the  probable  cause 
of  the  bruised  and  injured  condition  in  which  they  were  found  at  the 
end  of  the  journey.'^  Expert  opinion  is  very  liberally  admitted  in 
this  connection,  with  a  strong  tendency  towards  admitting  also  non- 
expert testimony  where  the  witness  has  had  special  opportunities  for 
olworvation,"  But  not  even  experts  will  be  permitted  to  testify  as  to 
causation  where  the  facts  are  so  simple  that  the  jury  do  not  need  as- 
sistance.^* And  under  a  strict  application  of  the  rule  again^i;  opin- 
ion evidence  on  the  ultimate  facts,  the  opinion  can  be  only  as  to  what 
might  have  caused  the  accident,  and  not  what  did  cause  it."  A  simi- 
lar class  of  evidence,  admissible  when  offered  by  experts  competent  to 
judge  of  the  machinery  or  structure  in  question,  relates  to  the  dan- 
gerous character  of  places  *  or  machinery.*  And  while  a  nonexpert 
is  generally  incompetent  to  testify  as  to  such  matters,'  his  testimony 
may  be  admissible  under  the  collective  fact  rule,*  as  that  a  certain 
trestle  was  a  dangerous  place  for  a  train  to  stop,  the  witness  being  a 
section  hand.*  The  rule  having  particular  application  in  this  con- 
ncction  is,  that  where  mere  descriptive  language  is  inadequate  to  con- 
vey to  the  jury  the  precise  facts,  or  their  bearing  on  the  issue,  a  witness 
may  be  allowed  to  supplement  his  description  by  bis  opinion,  to  put 
tlie  jury  in  position  to  determine  the  facts  in  issue;  but,  when  the 
circumstances  are  such  tliat  they  can  be  fully  and  accurately  described 
to  the  jury,  and  their  bearing  on  the  issue,  estimated  by  persons  with- 

14.  Richards  T.  Knight,  78  la.  69,  1.  Dardanelle  Pontoon   Bridge  A 

42  N.  W.  584,  4  L.R.A.  453.  Turnpike  Co.  v.  Groom,  95  Ark.  284, 

16.  Drouin  v.  Wilson,  80  Vt.  335,  67  129  S.  W.  280,  30  L.R.A.(N.S.)  360; 

Atl.  825, 13  Ann.  Gas.  93.  Cross  v.  Lake  Shore  &  M.  S.  R.  Co., 

Note:  29  LJI.A.  345.  69  Mich.  363,  37  N.  W.  361,  13  A.  S. 

16.  Patrick  v.  Smith,  75  Wash.  407,  R.  399. 

134  Pac.  1076,48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  740.         Notes:  51  L.R.A.  564;  7  Ann.  Cos. 

17.  Schaeffer  v.  Philadelphia  &  R.  463. 

R.  R.  Co.,  168  Pa.  St  209,  31  Atl.  1088,  2.  Comer  v.  Ritter  Lumber  Co.,  59 

47  A.  S.  R.  884.  W.  Va.  688,  53  S.  E.  906,  8  Ann.  Caa. 

18.  Note:  L.R.A.1915A  1045  et  seq.  1105,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  552. 

19.  People  T.  Grutz,  212  N.  Y.  72,  3.  Anne  Arundel  County  v.  State, 
105  N.  E.  843,  L.R.A.1915D  229.  107  Md.  210,  68  Atl.  602,  14  LJI.A. 

20.  Sever  v.  Minneapolis  &  St.  L.  R.  (N.S.)  452. 

Co.,  156  la.  664,  137  N.  W.  937,  44     4.  See  supra,  par.  8. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  1200;  Cumberland  Tel-     5.  Alabama  Mineral  R.  Co.  v.  Jones, 
ephone,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Peacher  Mill  Co.,  114  Ala.  519,  21  So.  507,  62  A.  S.  B. 
129  Tenn.  374, 164  S.  W.  1145,  L.RJk.  121  and  note. 
1915A  1045.  See  supra,  par.  14. 
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out  special  knowledge  or  training,  opinions  of  wiUiesses,  expert  or 
other,  are  inadmissible  Nonexpert  evidence  that  a  street  was  in  a 
dangerous  condition  has  been  held  admissible,'  though  on  thia  ques- 
tion the  decisions  are  conflicting.^  So,  a  nonexpert,  if  he  is  acquaint- 
ed with  the  condition  of  certain  real  property,  may,  after  describing 
the  situation  in  detail,  state  his  opinion  as  to  whether  it  was  a  nui- 
sance to  the  neighbors;  *  but  there  is  also  authority  to  the  contrary.^' 
And  so  it  has  been  held  that  a  nonexpert  may  be  asked  what  effect 
certain  drainage  would  have  upon  the  public  health,^*  but  likewise 
with  authority  to  the  contrary.** 

53.  Quality  of  Merchandise;  Intoxicating  Liquors;  Physical  or 
Chemical  Changes. — ^Wben  the  quality  of  merchandise  Qold  or  ten- 
dered under  a  contract  of  sale  is  in  question,  it  is  customary  to  intro- 
duce the  article  itself  or  samples  of  it  for  examination  by  the  jury. 
But  it  is  evident  that  if  the  article  is  one  beyond  the  competency  of  the 
jury  to  pass  upon  accurately,  the  exhibits  should  be  supplemented  by 
the  testir  ony  of  experts  as  to  whether  the  article  in  question  was  of 
merehaDtable  quality,  or  in  compliance  with  the  sample.  Such  ex- 
pert testimony  is  indispensable  when  the  article  in  question  is  one 
requiring  scientific  examination,  such  as  chemicals,  or  certain  food 
products,  as  milk,  and  it  has  been  held  indispensable  even  as  applied 
to  hay,  on  the  ground  that  the  jury  could  not  be  assumed  to  be  com- 
petent to  pass  upon  its  quality.*'  Similarly,  though  not  without  con- 
flict, the  result  of  the  use  of  fertilizer  has  frequently  been  received  in 

6.  Smuggler  Umon  Min.   Co.  t.  Bridge  Co.,  127  Wis.  550,  106  N.  W. 

Brodenck,  25  Colo.  16,  53  Pae.  169,  1081,  7  Ann.  Caa.  468. 

71  A.  S.  R.  106;  Siegel-Cooper  &  Co.  7.  Baltimore  ft  L.  T.  Co.  v.  CflRsell, 

V.  Trcka,  218  111.  559,  76  N.  G.  1063,  66  Md.  419,  7  Atl.  805.  69  Am.  Rep. 

109  A.  S.  B.  302,  2  Lil.A.(N.S.)  647  175;  Beatty  v.  Gilmore,  16  Pa.  St.  463, 

(the  bead  note  to  thia  case  in  109  A.  55  Am.  Dec.  514. 

S.  R.  reverses  the  actual  ruling  of  Uie  8.  Hemdon  t.  Salt  Lake  City,  34 

court) ;  Duncan  v.  Atchison,  T.  ft  S.  Utah  65, 05  Pac.  646, 131  A.  8.  R.  827. 

P.  R.  Co.,  86  Kan.  U2,  119  Pac.  356,  Note:  69  Am.  Rep.  176. 

51  L.R.A.(N.S.)  665  and  note  (cover-  9.  Adier  v.  PruiU,  169  Ala.  213,  53 

iag  the  entire  topic  of  opinion  evi-  So.  315,32  L.R.A.(N.S.)  889;  Kearney 

denee  as  to  the  safety  of  places  or  ap-  v.  Fanrell,  28  Conn.  317,  73  Am.  Dec 

pliances) ;  Harris  v.  Clinton  Town-  677. 

ship,  64  Mich.  447,  31  N.  W.  425,  8  10.  Moses     United  States,  16  App. 

A.  S.  R.  842;  Anderson  v.  Fielding,  92  Cas..  (D.  C.)  428,  50           632.  See 

Hinn.  42,  99  N.  W.  357,  104  A.  S.  B.  generally,  Noisamces. 

665;  Hurst  v.  Kansas  City,  P.  ft  O.  11.  Bennett  v.  Meehan,  83  Ind.  566, 

R.  Co.,  163  Mo.  309,  63  S.  W.  695,  85  43  Am.  Rep.  78. 

A.  S.  R.  639;  Qraham  v.  Peonsylvania  12.  Luning  t.  State.  2  Pin.  (Wis.) 

Co.,  139  Pa.  St.  149,  21  Atl.  161,  12  215,  1  Chand.  (Wis.)  178,  52  Am. 

LJI.A.  293  and  note;  Siegler  v.  Mdl-  Dee.  153. 

inger,  203  Pa.  St.  256,  52  Atl.  176,  93  18.  Trego  v.  Arave,  20  Idaho  38, 116 

A.  S.  R.  767;  McKim  v.  Philadelphia,  Pac.  119,  35  LJl.A.(N.S.)  1021  and 

217  Pa.  St.  243,  66  Atl.  340, 19  L.R.A.  note. 
(K.S.)  506;  Hamann  t.  Milwaukee 

634 


Digitized  by  Google 


n  B.  C.  L.        EXPERT  AND  OPINION  EVIDENCE  (  54 

evidence  on  an  issue  as  to  its  quality.'*  The  intoxicating  quality  of 
a  beverage  may  be  proved  by  the  testimony  of  any  witness,  though 
he  is  not  technically  an  expert,  provided  he  is  shown  to  have  had 
personal  experience  or  made  observations  such  as  enable  him  to  form 
an  opinion.'*  So,  aUo,  those  who  have  adequate  knowledge,  derived 
either  from  study  or  practical  experience,  may  state  their  opinions  as 
to  the  physical  or  chemical  changes  which  take  place  in  certain  sub- 
stances from  the  lapse  of  time  or  other  causes,  such  as  the  effect  on 
condensed  milk  of  transferring  it  from  refrigerator  to  box  cars  and 
carrying  it  a  long  distance  in  the  latter,*'  or  whether  egg  meats,  hav- 
ing once  been  solidly  frozen,  will  thaw  at  a  temperature  below  ordi- 
nary freezing  point."  But  it  has  been  held  improper  to  permit  a 
physician  to  testify  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  recognize  a  human 
head  after  preservation  for  a  certain  lime  in  alcohol,  after  other  wit- 
nesses had  testified  to  such  recognition,  and  that  he  should  have  stated 
the  changes  that  would  have  taken  place  and  left  the  inference  to 
the  jury.** 

54.  Identification  of  Blood  and  Powder  Stains,  Hair,  and  Odors. — 

While  expert  testimony  is  often  used  to  identify  blood  or  bloodstain:? 
by  chemical  analysis,  or  to  distinguish  by  the  microscope  between 
human  and  animal  blood,  the  identification  of  a  substance  as  blood 
has  often  been  permitted  to  be  made  by  a  nonexpert.  There  are  many 
substances  which  are  commonly  known  in  re^rd  to  which  a  witness 
may  testify,  though  he  is  unacquainted  "with  their  ingredients  or 
chemical  properties.  Many  of  these  would  be  more  familiar  to  those 
who  had  occasion  to  notice  them  frequently  than  to  others,  and  hence 
they  could  testify  more  directly  and  positively  in  regard  to  the  same. 
But  to  hold  that  no  one  but  an  expert  or  a  scientific  person  should  be 
allowed  to  speak  on  such  subjects  would  be  establishing  a  stricter  rule 
tiian  is  authorized  by  law.  While,  then,  inexperienced  persona  and 
those  comparatively  ignorant  may  be  able  to  testify  in  reference  to 
such  substances,  the  weight  to  be  given  to  their  evidence  must  of  course 
depend  upon  the  circumstances  and  their  knowledge  of  the  matter 
The  existence  of  blood  in  large  quantities,  and  where  the  stains  are 
recent  and  marked,  may  be  distinguished  by  most  persons;  and  while 
it  is  more  difHcult  to  discover  the  character  of  a  few  drops  or  a  smaller 
quantity,  it  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  those  who  from  experience 
and  obsie^ation  have  become  familiar  with  the  appearance  of  blood 
cannot  testify  to  its  reality  as  a  matter  of  fact.'*  A  nonexpert  has 

14.  Hampton  Guano  Co.  t.  Hill  N.  E.  911,  67  A.  S.  R.  238. 
live-Stock  Co.,  168  N.  C.  442,  84  S.  17.  Stewart  v.  Henningsen  Produce 
B.  774.  L.R.A.1915D  875  and  note.  Co.,  88  Kan.  521,  129  Pac  181,  Ann. 

15.  Case  v.  Stnte,  87  Ala.  17,  6  So.  Cas.  ini4B  701,  50  L.R.A:(N.S.)  lU. 
lis,  4  L.R.A.  380.  18.  State  v.  Vincent,  24  la.  570,  95 

16.  St.  Louis  S.  W.  R.  Co.  v.  Klgin  Am.  Dec.  753. 

Condensed  Milk  Co..  175  111.  557,  51     19.  Johnson  t.  State.  88  Neb.  565, 
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been  allowed  to  give  his  opinion  as  to  the  direction  from  which  blood 
flowed,  judging  from  the  appearance  and  shape  of  the  stain.*^  The 
same  general  ruling  has  been  made  as  to  powder  stains.^  So,  on  trial 
of  an  indictment  for  murder,  testimony  of  a  nonexpert  has  been  re- 
ceived to  the  effect  that  hair  on  a  club  appeared  to  the  naked  eye  to  be 
human  hair  and  resembled  the  hair  of  the  deceased ;  *  and  also  that 
hair  found  on  a  fence  near  the  place  of  the  murder  was  from  the  horse 
which  the  accused  was  riding  at  the  time.'  On  the  other  hand,  it  was 
held  in  one  case  that  an  expert  who  bad  studied  the  subject  of  human 
hair  and  had  made  a  microscopic  comparison  of  the  hair  of  a  victim  of 
a  murderer  with  that  found  on  the  bloody  wheelbarrow  of  the  accused, 
could  not  testify  that  in  his  opinion  both  specimens  were  from  the 
same  head,  but  that  he  must  describe  the  characteristics  of  each  speci- 
men to  the  jury  and  leave  it  to  them  to  draw  the  conclusion ;  *  and  it 
has  elsewhere  been  declared  that  comparison  of  hair  is  not  a  matter 
for  expert  testimony.'  The  identification  of  an  odor  as  that  of  a  cer- 
tain drug  or  poison  may  be  made  and  testified  to  by  any  person 
familiar  with  the  drug  in  question  * 

55.  Value  of  Real  and  Personal  Property  Generally. — Tn  no  class 
of  cases  is  opinion  testimony  more  absolutely  indispensable  than  in 
determining  the  value  of  property.  It  is  evident  that  a  court  or  jury 
would  hardly  be  able  to  determine  the  value  of  a  house,  a  lot  of  land, 
a  horse,  or  any  other  property,  from  the  most  minute  description  of 
it.'   This  rule  applies  to  both  realty  '  and  personalty,*  provided,  of 

130  N.  W.  282,  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  965;  Am.  Rep.  156;  Sargent  v.  Merrimae, 

Greenfield  v.  People,  85  N.  Y.  75,  39  196  Mass.  171,  81  N.  E.  970,  124  A.  S. 

Am.  Rep.  636.  R.  528,  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  996  and  note; 

20.  Com.  V.  Sturtivant,  117  Mass.  Roberts  v.  New  York  El.  R.  Co.,  128 

122,  19  Am.  Rep.  401.  N.  Y.  455,  28  N.  E.  486, 13  L.R.A.  499; 

1.  Dabney  v.  State,  113  Ala.  38,  21  Kellogg  v.  Krauser,  14  Serg.  &  R. 
So.  211,  59  A.  S.  R.  92.  (Pa.)  137, 16  Am.  Dee.  480;  Oriswold 

2.  Note:  46  Am.  Dec.  735.  v.  Gebbie,  126  Pa.  St.  353,  17  Atl. 

3.  Crumes  v.  State,  28  Tes.  App.  673,  12  A.  S.  R.  878;  Gainesville,  etc., 
516, 13  S.  W.  868,  19  A.  S.  R.  853.  Rv.  Co.  v.  Hal!,  78  Tex.  169, 14  S.  W. 

4.  Knoll  V.  State,  55  Wis.  249,  12  259,  22  A.  S.  R.  42  and  note,  9  L.R.A. 
N.  W.  369,  42  Am.  Rep.  704.  298;  Blair  v.  Charleston,  43  W.  Va. 

5.  Watt  V.  People,  126  lU.  9, 18  N.  62,  26  S.  E.  341,  64  A.  S.  R.  837,  36 
E.  340,  1  L.R.A.  403.  L.R.A.  852. 

6.  State  T.  Back,  88  Kan.  114,  127  Note:  19  A.  S.  R.  460. 

Pac.  631,  Ann.  Caa.  1914B  730,  42  9.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Calumet 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  854;  State  v.  Hyde,  234  Stock  Farm,  194  111.  9,  61  N.  E.  1095, 

Mo.  200,  136  S.  W.  316,  Ann.  Caa.  88  A.  S.  R.  68;  Vandine  v.  Burpee,  13 

1912D  191.  Mete.  (Mass.)  288,  46  Am.  Dee.  733 

7.  See  generally,  Dahaobs,  vol.  8,  and  note;  Bowers  v.  Horen.  93  Mieb. 
p.  643  et  seq.  420,  53  N.  W.  535,  32  A.  S.  R.  513 

8.  Yost  T.  Conroy,  92  Ind.  464,  47  and  not«,  17  L.Rj^.  773;  Cantting  v. 
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course,  it  is  value  as  distinguished  from  cost  that  is  io  issue,^"  and  pro- 
vided, further,  that  the  question  of  value  is  not  conclusively  deter- 
mined by  other  controlling  considerations^  as  in  an  action  against  a 
sheriff  for  making  an  insufficient  levy  of  an  execution^  wherein 
Uie  result  of  the  sale  is  ordinarily  deemed  to  be  the  best  evidence 
of  the  value  of  the  property  seized.*"  As  to  realty  it  has  been  held  that 
the  witness  may  support  his  testimony  by  describing  the  location  of  the 
property  and  its  advantages^  etc.,  and  may  likewise  be  cross-examined 
on  the  same  matters;  ^*  though  it  has  also  been  held  that  he  should 
not  be  allowed  to  give  details  on  his  examination  in  chief,  but  only  on 
cross-examination.**  The  chief  difficulty  encountered  with  this  class 
of  evidence  is  in  drawing  the  proper  line  between  admissible  opinion 
and  mere  conjecture."*  Thus,  on  the  question  as  to  the  admissibility 
of  opinions  as  to  what  would  be  the  value  of  certain  real  property  if  a 
certain  railroad  had  not  been  built,  there  are  cases  pro and  con.*^ 
A  witness  has  been  allowed  to  state  what  a  shipment  of  live  stock 
would  have  been  worth  at  their  destination  if  they  had  arrived  in  good 
order.*^  So  also  a  farmer  may  state  the  present  value  of  an  imma- 
ture crop,  provided  lie  givos  the  basis  of  his  estimate.*^  Competent 
witnesses  may  give  their  opinion  of  the  value  of  intangible  property, 
such  as  a  franchise  or  lease,  stating  the  elements  on  which  they  base 
their  estimate  so  that  the  jury  can  determine  what  weight  to  give  to 
it.**  And  the  value  of  the  use  of  either  real  or  personal  property  is 
also  a  proper  and  frequent  subject  of  opinion  evidence."  Opinion 
testimony,  even  tlint  of  experts,  as  to  the  value,  does  not  differ  in 
principle  from  the  like  evidence  on  other  subjects;  the  opinions  are 
not  conclusive,  and  the  jury  should  weigh  them  by  reference  to  all  the 

Hannibal,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  54  Mo.  385,  14  16.  Roberfs  t.  New  York  E!.  R.  Co., 

Am.  Rep.  476;  State  v.  Pike,  49  N.  H.  12ff  N.  Y.  455,  28  N.  E.  486,  13  L.K.A. 

399,  (i  Am.  Kep.  533,  overruled  on  an-  499;  Kernochan  v.  New  York  EI.  R. 

other  point  by  Hardv  v.  Merrill,  56  Co.,  130  N.  Y.  651,  29  N.  E.  245,  14 

N.  H.  227,  22  Am.  Rep.  441;  Houston,  L.R.A.  673. 

etc.,  R.  Co  V.  Burke,  55  Tex.  323,  40  17.  Missouri  Pac.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Fagan, 

Am.  Rep.  808.  72  Tex.  127,  9  S.  W.  749, 13  A.  S.  R. 

10.  San  Diego  Water  Co.  v.  San  776,  2  L.R.A.  75. 

Diego,  118  Cal.  556,  50  Pac.  633,  62  A.  18.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Johnson, 

S.  R.  261,  38  L.R.A.  460.  25  Okla.  760,  107  Pac.  662,  27  LJiA. 

11.  French  v.  Snyder,  30  HI.  339,  (N.S.)  879. 

83  Am.  Dee.  193,   See  Sheriffs.  19.  Sullivan  v.  Lear,  23  Fla.  463,  2 

12.  Little  Rock  Junction  Ry.  v.  So.  846,  11  A.  S.  R.  388;  Chamber- 
Woodruff,  49  Ark.  381.  6  8.  W.  792,  lain  v.  Dunlop,  126  N.  Y.  45,  26  N.  E. 
4  A.  S.  R.  51.  966,  22  A.  S.  R.  807. 

13.  Harris  v.  Schuylkill  River  E.  S.  20.  Brownell  v.  Chapman,  84  la. 
R,  Co.,  141  Pa.  St.  242,  21  AU.  590,  504,  51  N.  W.  249,  35  A.  S.  R.  326; 
23  A.  S.  R.  278.  Pitchburg  R.  Co.  v.  Freeman,  12  Gray 

14.  See  supra,  par.  13.  (Mass.)  401,  74  Am.  Dec.  600. 

15.  Blagen  t.  Thompson,  23  Ore.  Note:  44  L£.A.(N^.)  601-604. 
239.  31  Pac.  647, 18  UBJL  315. 
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other  facts  and  circumstances  in  evidence,  and  judge  of  their  weight 
and  value  by  their  own  common  sense  and  general  knowledge  of  the 
subject* 

56.  Competency  to  Testify  to  Property  Values. — ^In  regard  to  prop- 
erty value,  the  standard  of  qualification  of  the  witness  cannot  usually 
be  fixed  very  high.  Not  only  are  professional  appraisers  or  dealers 
in  the  class  of  property  in  question  competent  as  witnesses,  but  also 
others  who  have  bought  and  sold  similar  property,'  or  who  know  the 
prices  paid  therefor,'  even  though  that  knowledge  is  based  on  sec- 
ondary evidence,*  provided,  of  course,  they  are  familiar  with  the 
property  in  question.'  Such  witnesses  are  not,  like  experts,  supposed 
to  have  science  and  skill  superior  to  that  of  the  jurors,  but  have  a 
knowledge  of  the  particular  facts  which  the  jurors  have  not.*  And 
under  a  statute  providing  that  anyone  placing  insurance  on  property 
is  presumed  to  know  its  value,  and  penalizing  overinsurance,  it  has 
been  held  that  an  agent  who  places  insurance  is  competent  to  testify  as 
to  the  value  of  the  property.'  In  some  cases  even  a  general  familiarity' 
with  the  property,  without  specific  knowledge  of  sales  or  prices,  has 
been  held  sufficient  to  qualify  a  witness.*  But  this  liberal  rule  has 
been  condemned,*  and  certainly  the  witness  must  show  some  source 
of  knowledge  of  the  values  in  question,'^  his  bare  declaration  that  he 


1.  Note:  42  L.R.A.  767.  Neale,  78  Cal.  63, 20  Pac.  372, 3  L.RJl. 

2.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  Ry.  Co.  v.  Chap-  83;  Parsons  v.  Litchfield  County  Hos- 
man,  38  Kan.  307,  16  Pac.  695,  5  A.  pital,  80  Conn.  525,  69  Atl.  352,  16 
S.  R.  744;  Smith  v.  Ubrary  Board,  58  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1038;  Idaho-Western  R. 
Minn.  108,  59  N.  W.  979,  25  L.R.A.  Co.  v.  Columbia  Conference,  etc.,  20 
280;  Hangen  v.  Hachemeister,  114  N.  Idaho  568,  U9  Pac.  60,  38  L.R.A. 
y.  666,  21  N.  E.  1046, 11  A.  S.  R.  691,  (N.S.)  497;  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v. 
5  L.R.A.  137;  Seattle,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Heidenreieh,  264  III.  231,  98  N.  E.  567, 
Boeder,  30  Wash.  244,  70  Pac.  498^94  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  266;  State  v.  Fineh, 
A.  S.  R.  864.  70  la.  316,  30  N.  W.  578,  69  Am.  Rep. 

3.  White  v.  Hermann,  61  Dl.  243,  443;  Leroy,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Ross,  40 
99  Am.  Dec.  543;  Anderson  v.  Chica-  Kan.  598,  20  Pac.  197,  2  L.R.A.  217 
go,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  84  Neb.  311,  120  N.  and  note;  Cochrane  v.  Com.,  175  Mass. 
W.  1114,  133  A.  8.  R.  626;  Morrison  299,  56  N.  E.  610,  78  A.  S.  R.  491; 
V.  Watson,  101  N.  C.  332,  7  8.  E.  795,  Long  v.  Pruyn,  128  Mich.  67,  87  N.  W. 
1  L.R.A.  833.  88,  92  A.  S.  R.  443;  Jones  \,  Erie, 

4.  Alabama  Consolidated  Coal,  etc.,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  161  Pa.  St.  30,  25  Atl.  134^ 
Co.  T.  Turner,  146  Ala.  639,  39  So.  31  A.  S.  R.  722  and  note,  17  L.R.A. 
603, 117  A.  S.  R.  61.  758;  Guyandot  Valley  Ry,  Co.  v.  Bus- 

5.  Gallagher  v.  Kemmerer,  144  Pa.  kirk,  57  W.  Va.  417,  SO  8.  E.  521,  UO 
St.  509,  22  At!.  970,  27  A.  S.  R.  673  A.  S.  R.  785. 

and  note;  Enos  v.  St.  Paul  F.,  etc.,  Notes:  88  Am.  Deo.  U8;  10  A.  8. 

Ins.  Co.,  4  S.  D.  639,  59  N.  W.  919,  R.  480. 


7.  Rasmnssen  t.  North  Coast  Fira  33  A.  S.  R.  682. 
Ins.  Co.,  83  Wash.  669,  145  Pae.  610-,  10.  Adier  v.  Pmitt,  169  Ala.  213, 
L.R.A.1915C  1179.  S3  So.  315,  32  L.R.A.(N.S.)  889;  San 

8.  San  Di^  Land,  «te.,  Co.  t.  Di^  Land,  etc.,  Co.  ▼.  Meal^  88  Cal. 


46  A.  S.  R.  796. 
6.  Note:  46  Am.  Dec.  735. 


'  9.  Laing  v.  United  New  Jersey  R., 
etc.,  Co.,  54  N.  J.  L.  576,  25  Atl.  409, 
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knows  the  value  being  insufficient.*^  It  has  been  declared  that  from 
the  multitude  of  cases  passing  on  the  question  as  to  the  qualification 
of  a  witness  to  testify  to  the  market  value  of  land,  perhaps  no  better 
or  more  comprehensive  rule  can  be  extracted  than  that  a  witness  is 
qualified  to  testify  to  such  value  if  he  has  had  an  opportunity  for 
forming  a  correct  opinion  as  to  its  value.*'  That  one  is  accustomed 
to  deal  in  commodities  sold  on  the  exchanges,  and  keeps  familiar  with 
the  market  reports,  sufficiently  qualifies  him  to  testify  to  the  market 
values;**  this,  however,  does  not  admit  the  testimony  of  a  person 
who  derives  his  information  from  the  reports  in  a  single  newspaper 
published  at  a  remote  point,  in  the  absence  of  information  as  to  the 
origin  of  such  reports  and  of  proof  that  they  were  acted  on  by  prudent 
business  men.** 

57.  Character  of  Opinion  Required  as  to  Property  Values;  Prop- 
erty Owner  as  Witness. — ^The  witness  as  to  value  must  testify  from 
his  own  knowledge.  It  is  not  permitted  to  give  him  a  list  of  sales  and 
prices  testified  to  by  other  witnesses  and  ask  him  to  base  an  opinion 
upon  that  date.*''  Nor  should  general  estimates  be  admitted  where 
they  amount  merely  to  a  vague  conjecture,**  and  even  when  such  an 
estimate  is  admitted  it  may  by  reason  of  its  generality  be  insufhcient 
to  sustain  a  verdict.*^  But  when  the  property  includes  a  great  num- 
ber of  items,  as  a  stock  of  merchandise,  it  is  often  impossible  for  any 
witness  to  give  a  detailed  description  of  the  goods,  specially  if  they 
have  been  destroyed;  and  a  general  description  with  an  estimate  of 
the  value  may  be  admissible  as  "a  shorthand  rendering  of  the  facts."  *' 
Se,  where  a  witness  shows  adequate  knowledge  of  the  valuations  in- 
volved, bis  evidence  will  not  be  stricken  because  it  appeared  on  cros^- 


50,  25  Pae.  977,  U  L.R.A.  604;  Fer-  Minn.  174,  100  Am.  Deo.  211;  Sattle 

ffuson  T.  Rochford,  84  Conn.  202,  79  v.  Falls,  98  N.  C.  393,  4  S.  E.  54L  2 

AU.  177,  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  1212;  Cen-  A.  S.  R.  338. 

tral  Georgia  Power  Co.  v.  Comwell,  14.  Fairley  v.  Smith,  87  N.  C.  307, 

139  Oa.  1,  76  S.  E.  387,  Ann.  Cas.  42  Am.  Rep.  522. 

1914A  880  and  note;  People  v.  Tur-  15.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.  t.  Heiden- 

pin,  233  HI.  452,  84  N.  £.  679,  17  reich.  254  111.  231,  98  N.  E.  667,  Ann. 

Lr.A.(N.S.}  276;  Leroy,  ete.,  R.  Co.  Cas.  19I3G  266. 

V.  RosB,  40  Ean.  598,  20  Pac.  197,  2  16.  Burmingham  Fire  Ins.  Co.  t. 

L.R.A.  217;  Elvins  v.  Delaware,  etc.,  Pnlver,  126  HI.  329,  18  N.  E.  804,  9 

Telephone  Co.,  63  N.  J.  L.  243,  43  A.  S.  R.  598;  Newmark  v.  Liverpool, 

Atl.  903,  76  A.  8.  R.  217;  Elliott  v.  etc.,  Ins.  Co.,  30  Mo.  160, 77  Am.  Dee. 

Wallowa  County,  67  Ore.  236,  109  608. 

Pae.  130,  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  117;  Mot-  17.  Missouri  Pac.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Sher- 

ton  V.  Smith,  27  R.  I.  57,  60  Atl.  681.  wood,  84  Tex.  125,  19  S.  W.  465,  17 

8  Ann.  Cas.  831.  L.R.A.  643. 

11.  Flint  v.  Flint,  6  Allen  (Mass.)  18.  Graves  t.  Merchants',  etc,  Ins. 
34,  83  Am.  Dec.  615.  Co.,  82  la.  637,  49  N.  W.  65,  31  A.  8. 

12.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  882.  R.  507;  Pollock  v.  Jordon,  22  N.  D. 

13.  Hudson  t.  Northern  Pac.  Ry.  132, 132  N.  W.  1000,  Ann.  Cas.  1914A 
Co.,  92  la.  231,  60  N.  W.  608,  54  A.  1264. 

8.  B.  550:  Brackett  t.  Edgerton,  14 
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examinataon  that  in  estimating  the  value  he  took  certain  speculative 
possibilities  into  consideration.^'  In  some  cases  evidence  of  even  a 
lower  standard  must  of  necessity  be  admitted.  Thus,  especially  in  the 
case  of  loss  of  personal  clothing  and  other  baggage,  it  has  been  held 
that  an  owner  may  give  bis  estimate  of  the  value  of  his  property.  He 
necessarily  knows  something  about  its  quality,  cost,  and  condition, 
and  it  would  often  be  impossible  to  produce  other  witnesses  having 
the  requisite  knowledge  upon  which  to  base  a  reasonable  opinion.^ 
The  same  considerations  apply,  perhaps  in  a  less  degree,  to  other 
kinds  of  property,  and  entitle  the  owner  to  state  his  opinion  as  to  its 
value.  Such  testimony  by  the  owner  may  be  regarded  as,  in  a  sense, 
affirming  and  pursuing  his  claim  for  damages  made  in  the  pleadings, 
rather  than  an  independent  testimony  ;  ^  but  there  are  rulings  confin- 
ing this  rule  strictly  to  clothing  and  other  personal  baggage,  not 
including  the  trunk  or  satchel  in  which  such  was  contained,^  or  deny- 
ing its  application  even  to  baggage,  the  owner  being  limited  to  a  state- 
ment and  description  of  the  contents  of  his  trunk.*  This  rule  has  also 
been  denied  application  as  to  jewels.*  In  one  case,  an  owner  having 
no  knowledge  of  the  value  of  a  pearl  was  allowed  to  point  out  another 
pearl  as  of  similar  size  and  appearance,  and  an  expert  then  testified  to 
the  value  of  the  pearl  so  pointed  out* 

58.  Value  of  Earning  Capacity  and  Services. — Often  the  court  or 
jury  must  place  a  pecuniary  value  on  a  person's  earning  capacity, 
especially  in  personal  injury  cases.  This  question  seems  to  be  one 
for  a  general  estimote,  based  on  the  proven  facta  of  age  and  capacity, 
state  of  health,  present  income,  and  other  relevant  facts,  and  to  be 
made  by  the  jury  from  proof  of  such  facts  rather  than  from  the  esti- 
mate by  experts  or  otiier  witnesses,  even  if  the  person  in  question  is 
a  lawyer  or  other  professional  man*  But  the  question  as  to  what  the 
plaintifi's  services  in  hia  profession  were  reasonably  worth  in  tlie  mar- 
ket does  not  involve  the  final  estimate  of  damage  required  of  the  jury 
to  such  extent  as  to  be  admissible.'  So  the  value  of  services  may  be 

19.  Southern  Pae.  R.  Co.  v.  San  3.  Illinois  Cent.  R.  Co.  v.  Copclaiul, 
Francisco  Sav.  Union,  146  Cal.  200,  24  III.  532,  76  Am.  Dec.  749. 

79  Pac.  961,  106  A.  S.  R.  36,  2  Ann.  4.  Motton  v.  Smith,  27  R.  I.  57,  60 

Cas.  962,  70  L.R.A.  221  Atl.  681,  8  Ann.  Cas.  831. 

20.  Central  of  Geor^a  R.  Co.  v.  5.  Bemey  v.  Dinsmore,  141  Mass. 
Jones,  170  Ala.  611,  54  So.  509,  37  42,  5  N.  R.  273,  55  Am.  Rep.  445. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  588  and  note;  Printz  v.  6.  Goodhart  v.  Pennsylvania  R.  Co., 
People,  42  Mich.  144,  3  N.  W.  306,  36  177  Pa.  St.  1,  35  Atl.  191,  55  A.  S.  R. 
Am.  Rop.  437  and  note.  705;  Turner  v.  Great  Northern  Ry, 

1.  Anderson  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  Co.,  15  Wash.  213,  46  Pae.  243,  55  A. 
S4  Neb.  311, 120  N.  W.  1114, 133  A.  S.  S.  R.  883.  See  generally,  Uaiugka, 
R.  626.  vol.  8,  p.  641  et  Beq. 

Note:  8  Ann.  Cas.  832.  7.  Lake  Shore,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Teet- 

2.  Davis  v.  Michigan  Southern,  etc,  ers,  166  Ind.  335,  77  N.  £.  S 
B.Go-22IlL278,74Am.Decl5L      L.Rj1.(N.S.)  425. 
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giv^  in  evidence  on  an  issue  of  the  compensation  agreed  upon  *  And 
in  fixing  the  amount  to  be  recovered  for  professional  or  personal  serv- 
ices, rendered  without  an  express  contract  as  to  the  scale  of  compen- 
sation, expert  testimony  is  not  only  admissible  but  is  usually  the  only 
practicable  mode  of  proof.  Such  evidence  has  been  admitted  to  fix 
the  proper  charge  for  the  services  of  lawyers,*  physicians,***  an  expert 
appraiser,'*  a  housekeeper,'*  a  real  estate  agent,**  or  one  employed  to 
sell  machinery ;  ^*  unless,  of  course,  the  witness  admits  his  lack  of 
knowledge  in  the  premises.'*  A  competent  business  man  familiar 
with  the  services  in  question  has  been  held  competent  to  testify  to  his 
opinion  concerning  their  value,  though  he  was  not  himself  engaged, 
and  had  not  employed  others,  in  that  particular  line  of  employment.** 
The  testimony  of  the  experts  is  not,  howeyer,  conclusive  upon  the 
jury;  they  are  to  use  their  own  judgment  and  experience  in  view  of 
the  facta  of  the  case,  assisting  their  judgment  by  the  expert  testimony 
in  so  far  aa  they  think  it  reasonable  and  just.*^  Even  if  no  direct 
evidence  were  given  as  to  the  proper  rate  of  compensation  for  pro- 
fessional services,  the  jury  may  determine  the  question  according  to 
their  own  best  judgment,  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  ser\'ices  having 
been  proved;  and  this  is  especially  true  when  the  suit  is  for  legal 
services,  and  the  case  is  tried  without  a  jury  to  the  jud^e,  who  is 
obviously  competent  to  judge  of  the  value  of  the  services.'^  A  non- 
expert witness,  familiar  with  the  facts,  has  been  allowed  to  testify 
whether  a  boy's  labor  was  worth  more  than  his  board,  clotliing  and 
schooling.'* 

59.  Cost  of  Work;  Proper  Performance. — ^What  the  cost  of  certain 

repairs  or  construction  will  probably  be,  or  what  it  must  have  been, 
if  evidence  of  the  actual  cost  is  not  procurable,  is  necessarily  a  matter 
of  estimate  which  can  be  made  only  by  a  person  of  experience  in  the 


8.  Note:  L.R.A.1915C  1213  et  aeq. 

9.  Spencer  v.  Collins,  156  Cal.  29», 
104  Pac.  320,  20  Ann.  Cas.  49  and 
note;  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Wal- 
lace, 136  111.  87,  26  N.  E.  493,  11 
L.R.A.  787;  Bodfish  v.  Fox,  23  Me.  90, 

39  Am.  Dec.  611 ;  Babbitt  v.  Bumpus, 
73  Mich.  331, 41  N.  W.  417, 16  A.  S.  R. 
585  and  note. 

Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  369  et  seq. 
See  generally,  Attobnets  at  Law, 
vol.  2,  p.  1061. 

10.  Fowie  V.  Parsons,  160  la.  454, 
141  N.  W.  1049,  45  L.R.A.(N.S.)  18L 

11.  Hull  V.  St  Louis,  138  Mo.  618, 

40  S.  W.  89,  42  L.R.A.  753. 

12.  Edgecomb  v.  Buckhout,  146  N. 
T.  332,  40  N.  E.  991,  28  L.R.A.  816. 

13.  Glover  t.  Henderson^  120  Mo. 

R.  G.  li.  Vol  XI.— 41.  & 


367.  25  S.  W.  175,  41  A.  S.  R.  695. 

14.  Jenney  Electric  Co.  v.  Branham, 
145  Ind.  314,  41  N.  E.  448,  33  L.R.A. 
395. 

15.  Dupgar  v.  Pitts,  145  Ala.  358, 
39  So.  905,  8  Ann.  Cas.  146. 

16.  Jennev  Electric  Co.  v.  Branham, 
145  Ind.  314,  41  N.  E.  448,  33  L.R.A. 

395. 

17.  Fowle  V.  Parsons,  160  Ta.  454, 
141  N.  W.  1049,  45  L.R.A.(N.S.)  181 
and  note. 

Notes:  42  L.R.A.  768;  20  Ann.  Cas. 
56. 

18.  Spencer  t.  Collins,  156  Cal.  298, 
104  Pac.  320,  20  Ann.  Cas.  49  and  note. 

Note:  45  L.R.A.(N.S.)  184. 

19.  Johnson  v.  Thompson,  72  In& 
167,  37  Am.  R«p.  152. 
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class  of  work  in  question.  It  is  consequently  a  proper  field  for  expert 
testimony.*"  Thus  where  a  person  agreed  to  subscribe  to  a  proposed 
church  building  one-fourth  of  the  cost  of  the  nave  and  tower,  and 
that  part  of  the  building  was  contracted  for  as  a  part  of  the  whole, 
export  testimony  was  admitted  to  fix  the  cost  of  the  nave  and  tower.' 
And  £0  also  it  has  been  held  proper  for  an  experienced  lumberman  to 
state  the  average  cost  of  sawing  and  manufacturing  lumber  as  a  fact 
in  his  experience  to  be  considered  by  the  jury  and  given  such  weight 
as  in  their  opinion  it  was  entitled  to.*  Whether  a  certain  job  of  wort 
hns  been  properly  done,  or  a  certain  contract  has  been  carried  out  in 
full  compliance  with  the  contract,  plans  and  specifications,  is  also  a 
proper  subject  for  expert  testimony.  Nor  is  it  necessary  for  the  witness 
to  mention  in  detail  every  separate  item  in  the  specifications.  The 
opinion  of  the  expert  as  to  whether  a  building  is  finished  in  a  work- 
manlike manner,  or  according  to  certain  plans  and  specifications,  U 
admissible  for  the  same  reason  as  is  the  opinion  of  the  accountant  as 
to  the  result  of  his  examination  of  the  books  of  account.  The  oppor- 
tunity of  cross-examination,  and  the  presence  in  court  of  contract, 
plan  and  specifications,  and  the  ability  of  the  opposing  party  to  ex- 
amine the  work  done  and  test  the  sufficiency  of  the  opinion,  render 
such  a  source  of  evidence  practically  safe  against  misrepresentation.* 
This  rule  has  been  applied  to  other  contract  than  those  for  construc- 
tion. For  example,  where  one  had  agreed  to  advertise  and  promote 
the  sale  of  an  article,  for  which  the  manufacturer  was  to  furnish  him 
sufficient  samples  for  distribution,  expert  evidence  was  admitted  to 
prove  that  the  number  of  samples  furnished  was  insufficient  for 
proper  and  effective  advertising  * 

60.  Amount  of  Damages. — The  use  of  expert  or  other  opinion  testi- 
mony to  prove  the  amount  of  damages  which  a  plaintiH  or  other 
claimant  is  entitled  to  recover  is  a  topic  on  which  the  statements  in 
difl'erent  judicial  opinions  differ  very  widely.  A  line  of  discrimina- 
tion may  be  suggested  which,  if  adopted  by  the  courts,  would  lessen 
the  contradiction;  though  it  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  supported  by  the 
decided  cases  as  yet,  as  will  appear  in  the  remainder  of  this  paragraph. 
Thus,  if  the  action  is  one  for  the  conversion  or  total  destruction  of 
certain  property,  so  that  the  value  of  the  property  is  the  measure  of 
damages,  the  general  rules  as  to  proof  of  value  apply,  and  expert  or 

20.  Wintringham  t.  Hayes,  144  N.  N.  W.  1127,  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  430. 

Y.  1,  38  N.  E.  999,  43  A.  S.  R.  725;  2,  Tounce  v.  Broad  Giver  Lumber 

Hufnagle  v.  Delaware,  etc.,  Co.,  227  Co.,  155  N.  E.  239,  71  S.  E.  329,  Ann. 

Pa.  St.  47G,  76  Atl.  205,  19  Ann.  Cas.  1912C  107. 

Cas.  850,  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  982;  Roval  3.  Srhaffer  v.  Ely,  84  Conn.  501.  80 

Ins.  Co.  V.  Mclntvre,  90  Tes.  170.  37  Atl.  775,  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  899  and 

S.  W.  1068,  59  A.'S.  R.  797,  35  L.E.A.  note. 

G72.  4.  Perry  v.  Jensen,  142  Pa.  St.  125, 

1.  Lowe  V.  Keens,  90  Neb.  665,  133  21  AtL  866,  12  L.R.A.  393. 
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other  competent  evidence  to  prove  the  value  of  the  property  is  com- 
monly held  admissible.'  But  if  the  dam^es  demanded  are  for  pain, 
mental  suffering,  personal  disfigurement,  or  other  loss  to  which  no 
exact  pecuniary  valuation  can  be  given,  the  determination  of  the 
amount  to  be  awarded  is  a  purely  judicial  function,  involving  the 
exercise  of  the  wisdom  and  sense  of  justice  of  the  jury.  In  such  a 
case  for  a  witness  to  state  his  opinion  of  the  amount  of  damages  which 
should  be  awarded  would  be  to  advise  the  jury  how  to  perform  their 
judicial  duties;  and  such  evidence  should  not  be  admitted.*  In  at 
least  one  case  witnesses  have  been  permitted  to  state  their  estimate  of 
the  damage,  even  when  it  was  wholly  unliquidated  and  resulted  from 
injury  to  the  person  and  the  feelings; '  and  such  testimony  from  the 
plaintiff  himself  has  been  admitted  in  another  case,®  while  in  still 
another  the  plaintiff  was  not  allowed  to  give  an  estimate  of  such  dam- 
ages.*  In  the  majority  of  cases,  however,  the  situation  is  an  inter- 
mediate one.  The  damages  sought  are  for  an  injury  to  property 
causing  a  diminution  of  its  value,  or  for  other  damages  of  a  pecuniary 
kind,  so  that  the  question  of  the  amount  of  damage  is  really  a  ques- 
tion of  fact,  though  of  an  indefinite  kind  permitting  a  difference  of 
opinion.  In  such  cases  the  conflict  is  most  decided.  Courts  adhering 
strictly  to  the  rule  against  opinion  evidence  on  the  very  fact  in  issue 
limit  the  witnesses  to  a  description  of  the  controlling  facts,  even  if 
this  leaves  nothing  but  an  act  of  mathematical  computation  for  the 
jury,  and  prohibit  the  witness  from  actually  naming  the  resulting 
number  of  dollars."  While  in  other  cases  he  is  permitted  to  state 
not  only  the  basis  on  which  the  calculation  must  be  made  but  also  the 
result  of  the  calculation,' '  and  in  less  simple  and  obvious  cases  to  give 


6.  See  supra,  par.  55  et.  seq.   And  53  L.R.A.  769;  Leroy,  etc.,  R,  Co. 

see  generally,  DauAqes,  vol.  8,  p.  628  v.  Ross,  40  Kan.  698,  20  Pae.  1^7,  2 

et  seq.  L.R.A.  217;  Sherman  Center  Town  Go. 

6.  Hurt  V.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  Ry.  Co.,  v.  I^eonard,  46  Kan.  354,  26  Pac. 
94  Mo.  265,  7  S.  W.  1,  4  A.  S.  R.  374;  717,  26  A.  8.  R.  101;  Baltimore  Belt 
Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.  t.  Teese,  42  Okla.  R.  Co.  v.  Sattler,  100  Md.  306,  59 
188,  140  Pae.  1166,  52  LJl.A.(N.S.)  Ati.  654,  3  Ann.  Cas.  660  and  note; 
167  and  note.  Spencer  v.  Metropolitan  St.  Ry.  Co» 

Notes:  96  A.  S.  R.  935;  35  L.R.A.  120  Mo.  154.  23  S.  W.  126,  22  L.RJL. 

fN.S.)  1119.  668;  Fremont,  ete.,  R.  Co.,  v.  Marley, 

7.  Jones  t.  FuUer,  19  B.  G.  66,  45  25  Neb.  138,  40  N.  W.  948,  13  A.  S. 
Am.  Rep.  761.  R.  482 ;  Omaha  v.  Kramer,  26  Neb.  489, 

8.  DeWald  v.  Ingle,  31  Wash.  616,  41  N.  W.  295,  13  A.  S.  R.  504  and 
72  Pae.  469,  96  A.  S.  R.  927.  note;  Fish  v.  Dodge,  4  Denio  (N.  Y.) 

9.  Kirk  v.  Seattle  Eleetrio  Co.,  58  311,  47  Am.  Dee.  254  and  note;  Rob- 
Wash.  283,  108  Pae.  604,  31  LJC.A.  erts  v.  New  York  Elevated  R.  Co.,  128 
(N.S.)  991.                         '  N.  Y.  455,  28  N.  E.  486,  13  L.R.A. 

10.  Pollock  V.  Gantt,  69  Ala.  373,  499;  Atlantic,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Campbell, 
44  Am.  Rep.  519;  Yost  v.  Conroy,  4  Ohio  St.  583,  64  Am.  Dec.  607. 

. 92  Ind.  464,  47  Am.  Rep.  156;  Boddy  Note:  31  A.  8.  R.  734. 

T.  Henry,  113  la.  462,  85  N.  W.  771,  11.  Topeka  v.  Martinean,  42  Kan. 
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his  estimate  of  the  actual  pecuniary  damage  resulting  from  the  in- 
juries in  question."  But,  as  stated,  the  conflict  of  decisions  seems 
irreconcilable,- and  more  or  less  variant  holdings  are  found  even  in 
the  courtS'of  the  same  states.^*  When  the  question  is  not  as  to  the 
amount  of  tiie  damages  measured  in  dollars  and  centa,  but  of  the 
general  nature  and  extent  of  such  damages,  the  testimony  of  a  compe- 
tent expert  is  clearly  admissible,'^  as  that  a  certain  vessel  or  building 
is  injured  to  such  extent  that  it  is  not  worth  repairing.'*  So^  in  an 
action  for  the  destruction  of  the  plaintiff's  crop  by  noxious  fumes,  the 
testimony  of  farmers  familiar  with  the  property  was  admitted  to 
show  the  amount  and  value  of  the  normal  crops  and  of  those  produced 
after  the  injury,  not  as  showing  the  amount  of  damage  but  as  furnish- 
ing the  basis  from  which  the  jury  could  estimate  it.**  And  where 
the  plaintiff  in  an  action  for  breach  of  contract  is  entitled  to  recover 
for  loss  of  expected  profits,  testimony  of  others  engaged  in  the  same 
business  as  to  the  probable  extent  of  the  business  and  percentage  of 
profit  is  admissible  as  being  testimony  of  fact  rather  than  of  opinion.'' 
But  the  plaintiff's  own  mere  guess  as  to  the  amount  of  his  damages, 
supported  by  no  facts^  is  not  admissible.'"   Testimony  that  the  effect 

387,  22  Pac.  419,  5  L.R.A.  775;  Blagon  ■Warrick,  249  III.  470,  94  N.  E.  933, 

V.  Thompson,  23  Ore.  239,  31  Pac.  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  187  and  note;  Blagen 

647,  18  L.R.A.  315;  Gainesville,  etc.,  v.  Thompson,  23  Ore.  239,  31  Pac.  647, 

Ry.  Co.  V.  Hall,  78  Tex.  169,  14  S.  18  L.R.A.  315;  Elliott  v.  Wallowa 

W.  259,  22  A.  S.  R.  42,  9  L.R.A.  298.  County,  57  Ore.  236,  109  Pac.  130, 

Note:  31  A.  S.  R.  734.  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  117;  Pacific  Ry.  etc., 

12.  Haskell  v.  Mitchell.  53  Me.  468,  Co.  v.  Elmore  Packing  Co.,  60  Ore. 
38  Am.  Dec.  711;  Vandine  v.  Burpee,  534,  120  Pao.  389,  Ann.  Cas.  1914A 
13  Mete.  (Mass.)  288,  46  Am.  Dec.  371. 

733:  Moore  v.  Kenoekee,  75  Mich.  14.  Baltimore  Belt  R.  Co.  v.  Sattler, 

332,  42  N.  W.  944,  4  L.R.A.  555:  100  Md.  306,  59  All.  654,  3  Ann. 

Whithey  v.  Pere  Marquette  R.  Co.,  14i  Caa.  660;  Blair  v.  Charleston,  43  W. 

Mich.  412, 104  N.  W.  773, 113  A.  S.  H.  Va.  62,  26  S.  E.  341,  64  A.  S.  R.  837, 

533,  7  Ann.  Caa.  57,  1  L.R.A.(N.8.)  35  L.R.A.  852. 

352;  Winona,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Waldron,  15.  Jackson    v.   British  American 

11  Minn.  515.  88  Am.  Dec.  100  and  Assur.  Co.,  106  Mich.  47,  63  N.  W. 

note;  Sikes  v.  Paine,  32  N.  C.  280,  899,  30  L.R.A.  636;  Royal  Ina.  Co.  v. 

51  Am.  Dec.  389;  Davenport  v.  Nor-  Mclntyre,  90  Tex.  170,  37  S.  W.  1068, 

folk,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  148  N.  C.  287,  62  69  A.  S.  R.  797,  35  L.R.A.  672. 

'8.  K.  431,  128  A.  S.  R.  599;  Elliott  16.  International  Agricultural  Corp. 

T,  Wallowa  County,  57  Ore.  236,  109  v.  Abercrombie,  184  Ala.  244,  63  So. 

Pac.  130,  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  117;  Beck  549,  49  L.R.A.(N.S.)  415. 

V.  Pennsylvania,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  148  Pa.  17.  Wells   v.    National   Life  Ina. 

St  271,  23  Atl.  900,  33  A.  S.  R.  822;  Assoc.,  99  Fed.  222,  39  C.  C.  A.  476, 

Bishop  T.  Readsboro  Chair  Mfg.  Co.,  53  L.R.A.  33. 

86  Vt.  141,  SI  Atl  454,  Ann.  Caa.  18.  American   Pure   Food   Co.  t. 

1914B  U63;  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1171;  Elliott,  151  N.  C.  393,  66  S.  E.  451, 

Swift  T.  Newport  News,  105  Va.  108,  31  L.R.A.(N.S.)  910;  Stevenson  v. 

62  S.  E.  821,  3  Lit.A,(N.S.)  404.  Ebervale  Coal  Co.,  201  Pa,  St.  112, 

13.  Gprinfield,  ete.,  Tnetion  Co.  t.  60  Atl.  818,  88  A.  S.  B.  806. 
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of  slanderous  words  has  or  has  not  been  to  injure  the  reputation  of 
Uie  plaintiff,  is  excluded.'*  Of  course,  the  witness  must  appear  to  be 
eompetent  and  to  have  adequate  means  of  knowledge.** 

IV.  Examination  and  Compensation  of  Witnesses 

61.  Direct  Examination. — The  examination  of  opinion  witnesses, 
whether  experts  or  nonexperts,  does  not  differ  in  any  specific  way 
from  the  examination  of  ordinary  witnesses,  except  as  to  the  q>ecifd 
rules  for  the  framing  of  hypothetical  questions,^  and  the  rule  requir- 
ing a  nonexpert  witness  to  state  the  facts  on  which  his  opinion  is 
based,  so  far  as  they  can  be  described  to  the  jury,  before  giving  hia 
opinion.*  But,  on  one  hand,  the  fact  that  opinion  evidence  is  valu- 
able only  as  it  is  made  clear  to  the  court  and  jury,  and  acts  persua- 
sively upon  their  minds,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  opportunity  for 
bias  or  prejudice  in  forming  and  testifying  to  mere  opinions,  makes  it 
necessary  to  permit  a  very  wide  scope  to  the  examination  of  the  wit- 
ness, both  in  direct  and  in  cross  examination.  In  direct  examination^ 
for  instance,  it  seems  to  be  generally  held  that  the  opinion  witness 
should  be  permitted  and  even  required  to  state  the  reasons  for  his 
opinion,  although  this  may  give  his  testimony  something  of  the  na- 
ture of  an  argument;*  a  handwriting  expert  has  been  permitted  to 
use  the  blackboard  and  magnified  copies  of  the  signature  in  question 
to  make  the  grounds  of  his  opinion  clear;  ^  and  one  who  testifies  to  a 
signature  from  his  recollection  of  the  handwriting  of  the  alleged 
writer  has  been  permitted  to  refresh  his  recollection  of  that  writing 
by  examination  of  recent  specimens  which  are  admitted  to  be  genu- 
ine.* ite  one  who  is  t^ifying  to  the  state  of  a  foreign  law  may 
refresh  his  memory  by  referring  to  a  copy  of  the  statute  or  of  the 
decisions  on  which  he  relies;  •  and  a  witness  to  value  may  refer  to  a 
memorandum  made  by  him  when  he  examined  and  appraised  the 
property,  or  to  a  transcript  of  his  evidence  given  on  a  former  trial,  to 
refresh  his  memory.'  So  also,  expert  witnesses  as  well  as  others  may 

19.  Linnehan  t.  Nelson,  197  N.  Y.  And  see  supra,  par.  55,  as  to  ap- 
482,  90  N.  E.  1114,  18  Ann.  Cas.  831,  plication  of  this  mie  to  testimony  aa 
35  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1119  and  note.       to  .values.   Bat  see  Harris  v.  Schuyl- 

See  Libel  A m>  Slander.  kill  River  East  Side  R.  Co.,  141  Pa. 

20.  Stein  v.  Borden,  24  Ala.  130,  St.  242,  21  Atl.  590,  23  A.  S.  R.  278. 
60  Am.  Deo.  45a  4.  State  v.  Ryno,  68  Kan.  348,  74 

1.  See  supra,  par.  H  et  seq.  Pac.  1114,  64  L,R.A.  303. 

S.  See  supra,  par.  6  et  seq..  Note:  63  L.R.A.  166. 

8.  Neppach  v.  Oregon  &  C.  R.  Co.,  6.  Note:  63  L.R.A.  164. 

46  Ore.  374,  80  Pac.  482,  7  Ann.  See  snpra,  par.  42  et  seq. 

Caa.  1035;  Robb  v.  Carnegie  Bros.  8.  Barrows  v.  Downs,  9  E.  L  446, 

ft  Co.,  145  Pa.  St.  324,  22  AtL  649,  11  Am.  Rep.  283. 

27  A.  S.  R.  694,  14  L.R.A.  329.  Note:  113  A.  S.  R.  883. 

Notes:  31  A.  S.  R.  734;  63  LJtJL  7.  Riordon  t.  Davis,  9  La.  239,  2ft 

167.  65  L.R^  Ifil.  Am.  Dee.  442.  See  Wmrsssis. 
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be  excluded  from  the  court  room,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court,  while 
other  witnesses  are  testifying.^  A  medical  expert  consulted  after  the 
commencement  of  the  action,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  testifying  on 
behalf  of  the  plaintiff,  should  not  be  permitted  to  testify  to  statements 
made  by  the  latter  as  to  his  symptoms,  pains,  feelings,  and  condition, 
from  the  time  of  the  injury  to  the  time  of  consultation,  specially 
when  plaintiff  is  a  competent  witness,  and  has  been  sworn  and  exam- 
ined in  regard  to  the  same  matters.* 

62.  Cross-Ezamination  of  Experts. — An  opportunity  for  thorough 
cross-examination  is  particularly  essential  in  connection  with  opinion 
testimony,  especially  that  coming  from  experts  or  alleged  experts. 
It  is  permissible  to  cross-examine  the  witness  as  to  his  experience  and 
competency,  even  by  abstract  or  hypothetical  scientific  questions  not 
directly  relevant  but  adapted  to  test  his  learning  and  scientific  intelli- 
gence, or  by  questions  as  to  the  authority  of  scientific  books  and  the 
correctness  of  statements  therein  contrary  to  the  evidence  of  the 
witness.'"  The  cross-examination  should  be  allowed  a  liberal  range 
touching  all  matters  testified  to  in  chief,  or  tending  to  test  the  temper, 
bias,  motives,  intelligence,  accuracy,  credibility  or  means  of  knowl- 
edge  of  the  witness,^'  So  he  may  be  questioned  as  to  his  impartial- 
ity or  biasji*  the  methods  of  investigation  pursued  by  him  in  the  case 
at  bar,  and  the  reasons  on  which  his  opinion  is  based,"  the  difference 
between  his  opinion  and  that  of  other  experts,'*  and  errors  of  opinion 
which  he  has  made  in  other  similar  cases."  He  may  also  be  sub- 
jected to  tests  to. determine  the  value  of  his  opinion.  Thus  a  hand- 
writing expert  has  often  been  required  to  pass  on  other  signatures  sub- 

8.  Leache  v.  Stetc,  22  Tex.  App.     Note:  39  L.R.A.  326. 

279,  3  S.  W.  539,  58  Am.  Rep.  638.         11.  McFadden  v.  Santa  Anoa  0.  A 

9.  Stewart  v.  Everts,  76  Wis.  35,  44  T.,  St.  R.  Co.  87  Cal.  464,  25  Pac 
N.  W.  1092,  20  A.  S.  R.  17.  681,  11  L.R.A.  252;  Davis  v.  Pcnn- 

See  supra,  par.  33  et  seq.  eylvania  R.  Co.  215  Pa.  St.  681, 64  Atl. 

10.  Louisville  N.  A.  &  C.  R.  Co.  r.  774,  7  Ann.  Cas.  581. 

Lucas,  119  Ind.  583,  21  N.  E.  968,  6  12.  Shaughnessy  v.  Holt,  236  III. 

L.R.A.  193;  Hess  v.  Lowrey,  122  Ind.  485,  86  N.  E.  256,  21  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

225,  23  N.  E.  156,  17  A.  S.  R.  355,  826. 

7  L.R.A.  90;  State  v.  Buck,  88  Kan.  13.  Harris  v.  Schuylkill  River  E. 

114,  127  Pac.  631,  Ann.  Caa.  1914B  S.  R.  Co.,  141  Pa.  St.  242,  21  Atl. 

730,  42  L.R.A.(N.S.)  854;  Williams  v.  590,  23  A.  S.  R.  278;  Leache  v.  State, 

Great  Northern  R.  Co.,  68  Minn.  65,  22  Tex.  App.  279,  3  S.  W.  539,  58  Am. 

70  N.  W.  860,  37  L.R.A.  199;  Wiften-  Rep.  638;  Seattle  &  M.  R.  Co.  v. 

berg  V.  Onsgard,  78  Minn.  342,  81  Roeder,  30  Wash.  244,  70  Pac.  488, 

N.  W.  14,  47  L.RA.  141;  Clark  v.  94  A.  S.  R.  864. 

State,  12  Ohio  483,  40  Am.  Dec.  481;  Notes:  31  A.  S.  R.  734  ;  63  L.Rjk. 

Sale  v.  Eiebberg,  105  Tenn.  333,  59  169. 

S.  W.  1020,  62  L.R.A.  894;  Taylor  v.  14.  People  v.  Aiken,  66  Mich.  460, 

Modem  Woodmen  of  America,  42  33  N.  W.  821,  11  A.  S.  R.  512. 

Wash.  304^  84  Pac.  867,  7  Ann.  Cas.  15.  Hoag  v.  Wright,  174  N.  Y.  36, 

607.  66  N.  E.  579,  63  L.R.A.  163  and  note 

646 


Digitized  by  Google 


U  R.  C.  L.        EXPERT  AND  OPINION  EVIDENCE  $  03 

mitted  to  him  on  the  witness  stand,  though  they  were  not  relevant 
to  the  case.  But  there  ia  confiict  here ;  ^'  some  cases  permitting  the  use 
of  signatures  not  already  in  evidence  and  others  not.^'  If  the  wit- 
ness, though  a  physician,  has  testified  only  to  facts  observed  by  him 
and  not  to  any  medical  opinion  based  thereon,  he  cannot  be  cross* 
examined  as  to  his  professional  opinion ;  nor  will  questions  be 
allowed  to  be  put  to  him  which  tend  merely  to  discredit  his  care  of  a 
patient  and  in  no  way  affect  the  value  of  his  testimony.***  Cross- 
examination  on  contrary  statements  of  standard  authors  has  also  been 
excluded.^  The  scope  of  the  cross-examination,  and  its  necessary 
limitation  to  avoid  collateral  issues  and  an  undue  expenditure  of  time, 
must  necessarily  be  largely  in  the  discretion  of  the  trial  court.* 

63.  Cross-Examination  of  Nonexperts. — On  cross-examination  of 
nonexperts  the  same  principles  apply  as  in  the  case  of  experts,  though 
the  less  degree  of  corapoteucy  asserted  for  the  witness  does  not  justify 
so  drastic  an  examination.  The  extent  of  his  observation,  his  fair- 
ness or  bias,  and  any  facts  leading  to  a  different  conclusion,  may  be 
fully  inquired  into."  He  may  also  be  cross-examined  as  to  statementis 
made  by  him  out  of  court  inconsistent  with  his  testimony.*  But  ab- 
stract and  hypothetical  questions  are  not  usually  permissible  to  a  non- 
expert even  on  cross-examination.'  The  witness,  however,  may  be 
asked  to  explain  what  he  means  by  the  terms  he  uses.'  A  witnesf^ 
who  has  testified  to  the  genuineness  or  falsity  of  a  document  from  his 


16.  Note:  63  L-Il.A.  178. 

17.  National  Bank  of  Chester 
County  V.  Armstrong,  66  Md.  113,  6 
Atl.  5S4,  59  Am.  Rep.  156;  Johnston 
Harvester  Co.,  v.  Miller,  72  Mich.  265, 
40  N.  W.  429, 16  A.  S.  R.  536. 

18.  State  V.  Griswold,  67  Conn.  290, 
34  Atl.  1046,  33  L.R.A.  227;  Gaunt 
V.  Harkness,  53  Kan.  405,  36  Pac. 
739,  42  A.  S.  R.  297;  Rose  v.  Spring- 
field First  Nat.  Bank,  91  Mo.  399,  3 
S.  W.  876,  60  Am.  Rep.  258  and  note. 

19.  Enos  V.  St.  Faul  Fire  &  Marine 
Ins.  Co.,  4  S.  D.  639,  57  N.  W.  919, 
46  A.  S.  R.  796. 

20.  Alabama  G.  S.  R.  Co.  v.  Hill, 
93  Ala.  514,  9  So.  722,  30  A.  S.  R. 
65. 

1.  See  supra,  par.  18,  as  to  use  of 
books  in  connection  with  expert  testi- 
mony. Mitchell  V.  Leech,  69  S.  C. 
413,  48  S.  E.  290,  104  A,  S.  R.  811, 
66  L.R.A.  723. 

2.  State  V.  Griswold,  67  Conn.  290, 
34  Atl.  1046,  33  L.R.A.  227;  Shaugb- 
nessy  v.  Holt,  236  111.  485,  86  N.  E. 


256,  21  L.R.A.(N.S.)  826;  O'Dell  v. 
Goff,  149  Mich.  152,  112  N.  "W.  736, 
119  A.  S.  R.  662,  10  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
989;  Hoag  v.  Wright,  174  N.  Y.  30, 
66  N.  E.  579,  63  L.R.A.  163  and  note; 
Wynnewood  v.  Cox,  31  Okla.  563,  122 
Pac.  528,  Ann.  Cas.  1913E  349. 

3.  Holmes  v.  State,  88  Ala.  26,  7 
So.  193,  16  A.S.R.  17;  Prentis  v. 
Bates,  93  Mich.  234,  53  N.  W.  153, 
17  L.R.A.  404;  State  v.  Crowe,  39 
Mont.  174,  102  Pac.  579,  18  Ann. 
Cas.  643:  Emery  v.  Raleigh  &  Q.  R. 
Co.,  102  N.  C.  209,  9  S.  E.  139,  11 
A.  S.  R.  727;  Irish  v.  Smith,  8  Serg 
&  R.  (Pa.)  573,  11  Am.  Dec.  648. 

4.  Denver  City  Tramway  Co.  t. 
Lomovt,  53  Colo.  292,  126  Pac.  276, 
Ann.  Cas.  1914B  106  and  note. 

6.  Rambler  v.  Tryon,  7  Se^  &  B. 
(Pa.)  90,  10  Am.  Dec.  444. 

Note:  38  L.R.A.  743. 

6.  State  V.  Peel,  23  Mont.  358,  59 
Pac.  169,  75  A.  S.  R.  529;  Harkey  v. 
State,  33  Tex.  Crim.  100. 26  8.  W.  291, 
47  A.  S.  B.  19. 
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general  knowledge  of  a  person's  handwriting  cannot  be  asked  to  point 
oat  the  difference  or  resemblance ;  and  it  is  generally  held  that  he  can- 
not be  required  to  pass  on  other  signatures  submitted  to  him,  the 
genuineness  of  which  is  in  dispute;  but  if  the  authorship  of  the  sample 
signature  is  admitted,  the  witness  may  be  asked  his  opinion  to  test  hia 
real  knowledge.'  A  witness  whose  own  handwriting  is  in  question 
may  be  required  on  cross-examination  to  write  before  the  jury,  espe- 
cially to  write  the  particular  words  or  phrases  which  occur  in  the  dis- 
puted document,  so  that  an  undisputed  standard  for  comparison  may 
be  had,'  and  may  be  asked  to  pass  on  the  genuineness  of  other  signa- 
tures purporting  to  be  his.* 

64.  Rebuttal. — The  rules  governing  the  introduction  of  rebuttal 
testimony  in  cases  where  expert  or  opinion  evidence  has  been  given  do 
not  differ  from  those  applicable  in  other  cases.  Thus,  where  a  wit- 
ness, testifying  in  support  of  the  defense  of  insanity  in  a  criminal 
prosecution  had  stated  hia  opinion  that  the  accused  was  of  unsound 
mind,  and  in  cross-examination  had  stated  that  he  thought  the  accused 
knew  the  acts  in  question  to  be  wrong,  it  was  held  proper  rebuttal  to 
ask  him  whether  the  accused  had  sufficient  mental  capacity  to  do 
right  and  avoid  wrong.  The  defendant  could  not  have  anticipated 
the  line  of  the  cros^xamination,  and  could  not  on  direct  examina- 
tion be  expected  to  discuss  every  possible  phase  of  insanity  which 
might  be  opened  to  inquiry.^^  So,  where  one  party  has  offered  non- 
expert evidence  that  certain  writings  were  in  the  handwriting  of  a 
certain  person,  and  the  other  side  has  called  experts  to  state  a  con- 
trary opinion,  it  is  in  the  discretion  of  the  court  to  allow  the  first  party 
then  to  call  experts  in  rebuttal.'^  But  a  case  will  not  be  opened  after 
the  evidence  has  been  once  closed  to  permit  a  party  to  introduce  fur- 
ther expert  evidence,  except  under  very  extraordinary  circumstances, 
and  for  good  causes.** 

65.  Compensation. — A  person  of  skill  and  reputation  in  medical 
or  other  science  is  not  thereby  exempt  from  the  usual  duties  of  citizen- 
ship. If  he  has  personal  knowledge  of  certain  facts  which  are  in  con- 
troversy he  may  be  subpoenaed  and  compelled  to  testify,  and  can  claim 
only  the  witness  fees  fixed  by  law.**  It  has  been  held  that  if  he  is 
desired  by  one  of  the  parties  to  appear  aa  an  expert  witaess,  to 
study  the  facts  presented  to  him  and  give  a  acMotific  opinion  thereon, 
and  to  testify  to  that  opinion  and  to  his  reasons  for  it,  tiie  employmoat 

7.  Note:  63  L.R.A.  178.  See  generally,  Tbiai.. 

8.  Notes:  62  L.R.A.  86^66;  63     11.  Note:  65  Lit. A.  153. 

L.RJl.  178.  12.  Bertha  Zinc  Co.  t.  Hartin,  93 

9.  Birmingfaam  First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Va.  791,  22  S.  E.  869,  70  L.R^ 
AUen,  100  Ala.  476,  14  So.  335,  46  999. 

A.  S.  R.  80,  27  LJt.A.  426.  IS.  Notes:  25  Am.  Rep.  619;  37 

10.  SUte  V.  Crowe,  39  Mont  174,  L.R.A.  669  et  seq. 
102  rw  579,  18  Ann.  Cas.  643. 
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is  of  a  whoIl7  different  Gharacter  from  that  of  the  ordinary  witneas  to 

facts;  that  in  such  case  bis  compensation  is  a  matter  of  agreement 
between  himself  and  the  party  calling  him,  and  that  if  no  agreement  is 
made  he  is  entitled  to  receive  the  usual  and  reasonable  professional 
compensation,  and  even  that  he  may  refuse  to  testify  except  for  such 
extra  compensation.^^  This^  furthermore,  seems  to  have  been  the 
English  common  law  rule  prior  to  the  Order  of  Council  of  1875,  pro- 
viding for  reasonable  allowances  to  be  taxed  as  costs,  which  assimilated 
the  common  law  practice  to  that  already  prevailing  in  chancery.^* 
It  seems,  however,  that  the  generally  accepted  American  rule  is  that 
in  the  absence  of  statute  an  expert  stands  the  same  as  any  other  wit- 
ness and  may  be  compelled  to  testify  without  being  paid  for  his  testi- 
mony as  for  a  professional  opinion,  though  his  knowledge  of  the  facta 
may  have  been  acquired  through  scientific  study  and  professional 
practice,  but  that  he  cannot  be  required  to  make  special  examination 
of  or  engage  in  experiments  concerning  the  matter  in  hand,  or  to  un- 
dertake any  other  operations  requiring  skill  and  professional  training, 
in  order  to  qualify  himself  specially  to  testify  in  the  particular  case.^* 
Thus,  where  a  physician  ia  called  professionally  to  treat  a  certain 
patient,  he  necessarily  forms  an  opinion  as  to  the  nature  of  the  disease, 
its  probable  cause,  and  its  probable  future  course,  and  when  thereafter 
he  is  called  as  a  witness  he  may  be  compelled  to  testify,  not  only  as  to 
the  physical  facts  which  he  observed,  but  as  to  the  opinions  which  he 
then  formed;  ^'  but  he  cannot  be  required  to  make  any  examination 
or  preliminary  preparation,  nor  can  he  be  compelled  to  attend  the 
trial,  and  listen  to  the  testimony,  that  he  may  be  better  enabled  to  give 
his  opinion  as  an  expert,  and  for  any  service  of  this  kind  he  ma; 
demand  extra  compensation.'^  Unquestionably,  in  the  absence  of  a 
itatute  to  the  contrary,  an  expert  may  with  propriety  contract  for  ex- 
tra compensation.^*  But  the  natural  bias  which  the  expert  may  have 
in  favor  of  the  party  who  employed  and  is  paying  him  is  the  chief 
eause  for  Uie  discredit  which  has  been  cast  upon  expert  testimony  as  a 

14.  Buohman  t.  State,  69  Ind  1,  573;  Philler  t.  Waokedia  Connty,  139 
as  Am.  Rep.  75.  Wis.  211, 120  N.  W.  829, 131  A.  8.  B. 

Note:  27  L.RA.  671.  1055,  17  Ann.  Cas.  712,  25  L.BA. 

15.  Note:  27  L.R.A.  676.  (N.S.)  1040  and  note;  Bntler  t.  Tor- 

16.  Ex  parte  Dement,  63  Ala.  389,  onto  Mutoseope  Co.,  11  Ont  L.  Rep. 
85  Am.  Rep.  611;  Flinn  v.  Prairie  12, 6  Ont  WUy.  Rep.  627, 6  Ann.  Cas. 
Gonnty,  60  Ark.  204,  29  S.  W.  459,  992  and  note. 

46  A  S.  B.  168,  27  L.BA.  669  and  17.  Sammera     State,  6  Tex.  App. 

note;  Dixon  v.  People,  168  111.  179,  365,  32  Am.  Rep.  573. 

48  N.  £.  108,  39  LJtA.  116;  North  18.  Flinn    Prairie  Connfy,  60  Aik. 

Chicago  St.  R.  Go.  v.  Zeiger,  182  BL  204,  29  S.  W.  459,  46  A  8.  B.  168, 

f,  54  N.  E.  1006,  74  A  S.  R.  157;  Bar-  27  LJtA.  669. 

ras  T.  Phaneof,  166  Haas.  123,  44  N.  19.  Bateman  v.  Ryder,  106  Ttan. 

B.  141,  32  L.BA.  619;  Sammers  t.  712, 64  S.  W.  48,  82  A.  S.  B.  tlOi 
State,  6  Tex.  App.  366,  32  Am.  Bep. 
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whole,'*  and  the  same  considerations  are  doubtless  responsible  for 

modern  attempts  to  subject  the  whole  matter  of  expert  testimony  to 
statutory  regulation,  whereby  special  private  employment  is  pro- 
hibited,' the  compensation  therefor  already  being  so  regulated  in 
many  states.*  So,  on  grounds  of  public  policy,  a  contract  for  such 
compensation  contingent  on  the  result  of  the  case  has  been  held 
void.*  Whether  an  "expert's  extra  compensation  can  be  taxed  as  costs 
against  the  adverse  party  depends  wholly  on  the  statute.* 

20.  See  stipra,  par.  16.  And  see  the  statutes  of  the  varions 

1.  See  People  v.  Dickerson,  164  states. 

Mich.  148,  129  N.  W.  199,  Ann.  Cas.  3.  Thomas  v.  Caulkett,  57  Mich.  392, 

1912B  688,  33  L.R.A.(N.S.)  917.   And  24  N.  W.  154,  58  Am.  Rep.  3C9. 

see  supra,  par.  16.  4.  See  Costs,  vol.  7,  p.  794. 

2.  See  27  LlR^.  672  et  seq.  note. 
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1.  Scope  of  Article. — This  article  is  devoted  to  a  diseusdon  of  tlie 
principles  relating  to  the  storf^,  use,  sale  and  transportation  of 
explosives.  Generallj  speaking,  it  may  be  said  that  the  aim  of  the 
Ww  is  not  to  prohibit  the  uh  of  exploaiYea,  but  to  prohibit  their  uss 
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for  unlawful  purposes,  and  so  to  regulate  the  handling  or  disposal 
thereof  as  to  prevent  the  injuries  which  are  apt  to  result  from  their 
destructive  nature.  The  legal  regulations  thus  established  are  en- 
forced by  imposing  criminal  responsibility  as  well  as  civil  liability. 
The  civil  liability  is  governed  by  the  rules  relating  to  four  branches 
of  the  law  of  torts — ^trespass,  nuisance,  negligence  and  fraud.  These 
more  general  subjects  are  fully  discussed  elsewhere  in  this  work.* 
That  part  of  the  article  dealing  with  an  employer's  liability  to  his 
employees  for  injuries  resulting  from  the  use  o£  explosives  in  the 
former's  business,  should  be  read  in  connection  with  the  discussion 
of  the  general  rules  governing  an  employer's  liability.'  No  attempt 
will  be  made  in  this  article  to  cover  every  phase  of  the  law  having 
some  bearing  on  explosions  or  explodves.  Examples  of  the  subjects 
excluded — except  in  so  far  as  reference  thereto  may  relate  to  the 
general  subjects— are  whether  liability  results  from  the  explosion  of 
particular  explosives  such  as  gas,*  whether  an  insurance  policy  covers 
losses  resulting  from  an  explosion,^  and  whether  explosives  are  em- 
braced within  the  mechanics'  lien  laws.* 

2.  Explosion  and  Explosive  Defined. — An  "explosion"  has  been 
defined  as  a  bursting  with  violence  and  loud  noise,  because  of  internal 
pressure,*  or  as  a  sudden  bursting,  or  breaking  up  or  in  pieces,  from 
an  internal  or  other  force.  An  "explosive"  is  defined  as  any  sutetance 
by  whose  decomposition  or  combustion  gas  is  generated  with  such 
rapidity  that  it  can  be  used  for  blasting,  or  in  firearms,'  or  for  the 
generation  of  power.  Whether  a  particular  substance  is  an  explosive 
is  a  question  of  fact;  but  as  many  substances  are  generally  known  to 
be  explosive,  the  courts  take  judicial  notice  thereof.* 

3.  Explosive  as  Dangerous  Agency;  Judicial  Notice. — It  is  a  well 
known  fact  that  all  expl<^ives  are  more  or  less  dangerous,*  and  that 
high  explosives  of  modem  invention  are  liable  to  accidental  ignition 
with  destructive  consequences  even  when  causes  are  not  discernible, 
and  though  reasonable  care  ia  exercised  to  prevent  such  an  occur- 
rence.** Courts  take  judicial  notice  of  what  is  generally  known  and 
of  facts  that  have  such  general  notoriety  that  any  one  may  be  fairly 
presumed  to  know  them.  Hence,  no  statement  in  explanation  of  the 
dangerous  character  of  such  explosives  as  gunpowder  or  dynamite 
is  necessary,  because  they  are  so  universally  known  that  to  name 

1.  See  FBAm  'and  Dscetf;  Nuli-     7.  Century  Dietionary. 
gence;  NmsAHOs;  Trespass.  8.  See  infra,  par.  3. 

2.  See  Master  ahd  SEBVAira.  9.  Uize  v.  Lonisville,  etc.,  R.  Co., 

5,  See  Gas.  127  Ey.  496, 105  8.  W.  9M,  16  UR.A. 
4.  See  iHSimANCE.  (N.S.)  1084. 

6.  See  Mechanics'  Libks.  10.  Brown  v.  West  Riveraide  Coal 
6.  Wadswortfa      MarshaU,  88  Me.  Co.,  143  la.  662,  120  N.  W.  732,  28 

263,  34  Atl.  30,  32  LJLA.  688,  quoting  LJtA.(N.S.)  1260. 
Webster's  Dictionary. 
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them  is  at  once  to  suggest  their  dangerous  qualities.**  Exploaves 
like  nitroglycerin  or  gunpowder  are,  it  is  said,  dangerous  at  all  times 
and  in  all  places  and  under  all  circumstances,*'  and  signal  torpedoes 
ore  classed  with  gunpowder  and  dynamite  as  dangerous  explosives.** 
It  is  a  matter  of  common  knowledge  that  naphtha  is  even  a  more  dan- 
gerous substance  than  gunpowder,  and  it  is  generally  so  treated  by  the 
courts;  **  and  although  the  dangerous  character  of  gasoline  has  been 
recognized,*^  there  is  some  difference  of  opinion  as  to  whether  illumi- 
nating oil  is  a  dangerous  agency.**  Such  oil,  if  it  is  carefully  stored  in 
tanks  and  they  are  maintained  with  care,  is  not  of  itself  a  source 
of  constant  danger  or  a  menace  to  property  on  adjoining  premises.*' 
And  it  has  also  been  said  that  sulphuric  acid,  consigned  and  handled 
in  tanks,  is  not  inherently  such  a  dangerous  explosive  substance  as 
to  require  a  railroad  company  to  take  extra  precautions  or  to  exercise 
more  than  ordinary  care  in  disposing  of  the  same  in  its  freight  house.** 
Although  loaded  cartridges  are  dangerous  explosives,*'  there  is  some 
authority  to  the  effect  that  a  toy  gun  is  not  such  a  dangerous  instru- 
ment that  a  man  can  be  held  negligent  in  giving  it  to  his  nine-year- 
old  boy  with  caution  to  be  careful  with  it  and  not  lend  it.**  The 
explosive  nature  of  substances  which  are  not  intended  to  be  used  as 
explosives  has  been  recognized  in  some  instances.  Thus,  it  has  been 
said  that  since  gasoline  is  now  used  extensively  to  propel  automobiles, 
traction  engines  and  airships,  the  courts  will  take  judicial  notice  of 
the  fact  that  gasoline  has  power  as  an  explosive.* 

4.  Police  Regulations  and  Legislative  Control. — A  city  has  tlie 
power  to  regulate  the  use,  storage  or  transportation,  within  its  limits, 
of  explosives  of  any  kind,  including  explosive  oils,  or  it  may  even 
prohibit  them  from  being  kept  within  the  city  limits  altogether. 
The  validity  of  such  ordinances  is  usually  sustained  on  the  ground 

11.  Fitzsimon,  etc.,  Co.  t.  Braun,  v.  Wakefield,  102  Va.  824,  47  S.  E 
199  111.  390,  65  N.  E.  249,  59  L  R.A.  830,  66  L.R.A.  792. 

421 ;  Mattson  V.  Minnesota,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  15.  Whittemore  v.  Baxter  Laundrj 

95  Minn.  477,  104  N.  W.  443,  HI  Co.,  181  Mich.  564,  148  N.  W,  437, 

A.  S.  R.  483,  5  Ann.  Cas.  498,  70  52  L.R.A.(N.S.)  930. 

L.R.A.(N.S  )  503;  Peterson  v.  Stand-  16.  See  infra,  par.  57. 

ard  Oil  Co.,  55  Ore.  511, 106  Pac.  337,  17.  Langabaugh  v.  Anderson,  68 

Ann.  Cas.  1912A  625.  Ohio  St.  131,  67  N.  B.  288,  62  L.RA. 

Note:  10  L.R.A.{N.S.)  372.  948. 

12.  Langabaugh  v.  Anderson,  68  18.  Means  v.  Southern  California 
Ohio  St.  m,  67  N  E.  286,  62  L.R.A.  R.  Co.,  144  Cal.  473,  77  Pac.  1001, 
948.  1  Ann.  Cas.  206. 

13.  Jacobs  V.  New  York,  etc.,  R.  19.  Binford  v.  Johnston,  82  Ind. 
Co.,  212  Mass.  96,  98  N.  E.  688,  40  426,  42  Am.  Dec.  508. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  41.  20.  Note:  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  373. 

Note:  10  L.R.A.(NS.)  372.  1.  Whittemore  v.  Baxter  Laundn' 

14.  Standard  Oil  Co.  v.  Tiemey,  92  Co ,  181  Mich.  564,  148  N.  W.  437. 
Ky.  367,  17  S.  W.  1025,  36  A.  S.  R.  53  L.R.A.(N.S.)  930. 

695,  14  L.R.A.  677:  Standard  Oil  Co. 
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ttiat  they  are  neeejsary  police  regulations.  The  authorities  are  every- 
where agreed  that  municipal  ordinances  of  this  character  are  con- 
stitutional and  valid  exercises  of  the  police  power  of  cities  conferred 
by  general  charter  provisions  *  Authority  in  a  municipality  to  regu- 
late the  storage  of  combustible  and  inflammable  materials  within 
ite  limits  includes  power  to  prevent  the  storage  of  refined  and  other 
explosive  oils  within  such  hmits.*  Moreover,  an  ordinance  requir- 
ing the  removal  of  powder  magazines  from  a  city  is  valid,  although 
the  city  had  sold  Uie  sites  to  the  owners  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
such  magazines.*  There  ia,  however,  authority  to  the  effect  that  a 
municipal  ordinance  placing  restrictions  upon  the  keeping  and  storing 
of  inflsunms^le  or  explosive  oils  is  invalid  and  unconstitutional  if  it 
fails  to  specify  the  rules  and  conditions  to  be  observed  in  such  busi- 
ness, and  it  does  not  admit  of  the  exercise  of  the  privilege  by  all  citi- 
zens alike,  who  will  comply  with  such  rules  and  conditions,  and  if  it 
admits  of  the  exercise  of  an  arbitrary  discrimination  by  the  municipal 
authorities  between  citizens  who  will  so  comply.*  A  city  ordinance 
cannot  authorise  a  larger  quantity  of  explosive  powder  to  be  kept  with- 
in the  city  limits  than  the  state  statute  allows.*  It  has  been  held  that 
a  special  ordinance  granting  to  a  particular  person  permiasion  to  store 
refined  oil  within  the  limits  of  an  incorporated  city  is  repealed  by 
a  subsequent  general  ordinance  making  such  storage  of  oils  a  criminal 
offense.'  The  statutes  of  some  jurisdictions  require  the  giving  of 
notice  to  public  officials  of  the  occurrence  of  an  explosion.^  Without 
violating  a  constitutional  provision  prohibiting  a  statute  from  embrac- 
ing more  than  one  subject  which  is  to  be  expressed  in  its  titie,  the 
le^slature  may  pass  an  act  to  regulate  the  manufacture,  transporta- 
tion, use  and  sale  of  explosives,  and  provide  punishment  for  an 
improper  use  thereof.* 

n.  Criminal  Lubilitt 

5.  Mftnufacturing  or  Keeping  Explosives. — It  is  a  general  rule  that 
the  manufacture  and  keeping  of  large  quantities  of  gunpowder  and 
other  explosives  in,  or  dangerously  near  to,  public  places,  such  as 
towns  and  highways,  is  a  public  nuisance,  and  indictable  as  such, 

2.  Notes:  108  A.  S.  R.  356  et  seq.;  6.  Cameron  v.  Kenyon-Connell  Com- 
38  L.R.A.  640;  41  L.R.A.(N.S.)  458  mercial  Co.,  22  Mont.  312,  56  Pac. 
et  seq.  358,  74  A.  S.  R.  602,  44  L.R.A.  608. 

3.  Crowley  v.  Ellsworth,  114  La.  7.  Crowley  v.  Ellsworth,  114  La. 
308,  38  So.  199,  108  A.  S.  R.  353,  308,  38  So.  199,  108  A.  S.  R.  353, 
69  L.R.A.  276.  69  L.R.A.  276. 

4.  Davenport  v.  Richmond  City,  81      8.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  621. 

Va.  636,  59  Am.  Rep.  694.  9.  Hronek  v  People,  134  111.  139, 

5.  Richmond  V.  Dudley,  129  Ind  112,  24  N.  E.  861,  23  A.  S.  R.  652,  6 
28  N.  E.  312,  28  A.  S.  B.  180,  13  LJtA.  837. 

UR.A.  587. 
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whether  negligently  or  carefully  conducted ;  and  this  was  the  rule 
at  common  law.*^  Upon  the  tiial  of  such  indictments,  it  is  a  question 

of  fact  for  the  jury,  whether  the  keeping  and  depositing,  or  the 
manufacturing,  of  such  substances,  really  does  create  danger  to  life 
and  property  as  alleged,  and  this  must  be  a  question  of  degree,  depend- 
ing on  the  circumstances  of  each  particular  case.'*  There  is  authority 
to  the  effect  that  a  powder  house  near  dwelling  houses  may,  or  may 
not,  be  a  nuisance,  according  to  circumstances,  and-that  these  circum- 
stances must  be  explicitly  stated  in  the  indictment,  so  that  the  defend- 
ants may  be  prepared  co  meet  them,  and  so  that  the  court  may  judge 
of  their  force.  Under  this  view,  it  is  in  such  a  case  necessary  to  allege 
in  the  indictment  tiiat  the  gunpowder  was  negligently  and  improvi- 
dently  kept"  Where  the  keeping  of  gunpowder  at  a  particular  place 
constitutes  a  nuisance,  the  fact  that  it  has  been  maintained  there  for 
a  long  period  of  time  is  not  a  defense.'^  The  keeping  of  explosives 
in  inhabited  places  is  now  frequently  regulated  by  statute  or  ordi- 
nance." 

6.  Using  Explosives  to  Destroy  Persons  or  Property. — ^If,  in  a 
prosecution  for  violating  a  statute  relating  to  the  making  or  procuring 
of  dynamite  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  lives  of  peraons,  it 
appears  that  a  person  who  was  found  in  possession  of  explosives  had 
avowed  his  intention  to  use  them  for  a  particular  unlawful  purpose, 
the  presumption  arises  that  he  procured  them  for  such  unlawful  use, 
especially  if  there  was  nothing  in  his  business  requiring  him  to  have 
or  to  use  such  explosives.  The  corpus  delicti  of  the  making  and  pro- 
curing of  dynamite  with  intent  to  use  it  for  the  unlawful  dwtruction 
vf  the  lives  of  certain  persons  is  sufficiently  proved  by  the  facts  that 
the  defendant  had  such  explosives  in  his  possession,  and  kept  them 
concealed,  and  on  different  occasions  tiireatened  to  take  the  lives  of 
such  persons.  Where  a  statute  providing  that  any  person  abetting 
or  in  any  way  assisting  in  making,,  manufacturing,  buying  or  pro- 
curing, explosives,  knowing  or  having  reason  to  believe  that  they  are 
intended  to  be  used  by  any  person  or  persons,  in  any  way,  for  the 
unlawful  injury  to  or  destruction  of  life  or  property,  shall  bo  deemed 
a  principal,  it  has  been  held  that  a  defendant,  if  guilty  as  an  accessory 
before  the  fact,  is  to  be  indicted  and  punished  as  a  principal.^* 

10-  Radder  t.  Koopman,  116  Ala.  13.  People  v.  Sands,  1  Johns,  (N. 

332,  22  So.  601,  37  L.K.A.  489;  Wil-  Y.)  78,  3  Am.  Dee.  296,  distin^iabed 

son  T.  Phoenix  Powder  Mftc.  Co.,  40  in  Heeg  v.  Licht,  80  N.  T.  679,  36 

W.  Va.  413,  21  S.  E.  1035,  52  A.  S.  E.  Am  Rep.  654. 

890.  14.  Note:  17  Ann.  Cas.  7n. 

Note:  38  L.R.A.  306.  16.  See  supra,  par.  4. 

11.  Note:  38  L.R.A.  308.  16.  Hronek  v.  People,  134  IH.  139, 

12.  Kioney  v  Koopm&n,  116  Ala.  24  N.  E.  861,  23  A.  S.  B.  652,  8 
310,  22  So.  593,  67  A.  S.  B.  110,  37  L.R.A.  837. 

LJt.A.  497. 
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7.  Blasting  In  Prolubited  Manner. — In  a  prosecution  for  the  vio- 
lation of  a  municipal  ordinance  requiring  blasts  to  be  securely  covered 
80  aa  absolutely  to  prevent  all  danger  to  persons  or  property,  the 
technical  distinction  between  a  blast  and  what  is  called  a  "spring'' 
shot  is  immaterial,  as  such  an  ordinance  is  intended  to  protect  against 
the  danger  of  all  discharges  of  powder  commonly  understood  as  blast- 
ing. It  is  no  defense  to  a  criminal  prosecution  for  the  violation  of  a 
municipal  ordinance  requiring  all  blasts  in  the  city  to  be  so  covered 
as  to  prevent  danger  to  persons  or  property,  that  the  blast  was  dis- 
charged by  the  defendant's  servant,  who  left  the  blast  uncovered 
witiiout  the  knowledge  of  the  defendant  and  in  disregard  of  instruc- 
tions. The  criminal  liability  of  a  defendant  in  such  a  case  is  not 
affected  by  the  fact  that  he  is  a  member  of  a  partnership,  as  there  is 
no  distinction  between  his  assent  to  an  act  as  a  partner  and  assent  in 
his  individual  capacity.^' 

III.  Civil  Liability 

In  General 

8.  Explosions  on  One's  Premises  as  Trespass. — ^By  most  of  the 
decisions  on  the  subject^  the  answer  to  the  question  whether,  in 
the  absence  of  negligence,  one  who  brings  upon  his  own  premises  a 
dangerous  explosive  is  liable  for  injuries  to  his  neighbor's  person  or 
property  caused  by  an  explosion  thereof,  is  made  to  depend  on 
whether  the  keeping  or  storing  of  the  explosive  is  a  nuisance.  There 
is  authority  which  imposes  liability  in  such  case  apparently  on  the 
ground  of  trespass.  According  to  this  view,  the  storing  of  a  dangerous 
explosive  such  as  nitroglycerin  is  such  an  extraordinary  and  ,  unusual 
use  of  property  as  to  require  the  owner  to  make  such  use  thereof  at 
his  peril.  There  appears  to  be  a  real  analogy  between  an  injury  to 
a  neighbor's  person  or  property  caused  by  blasting  on  one's  premises 
and  a  similar  injury  caused  by  storing  a  dangerous  explosive  thereon.*' 
However,  according  to  many  authorities  damage  to  a  neighbor's  person 
or  property  caused  by  the  explosion  of  a  steam  boiler  lawfully  and 
carefully  operated  on  the  owner's  premises  is  not  a  trespass.  An  atr 
tempt  has  been  made  to  distinguish  such  a  case  from  damage  done 
by  blasting  on  the  ground  that  in  the  latter  case  the  damage  is  direct 
and  immediate.''  But  the  real  ground  of  the  exemption  from  liability 
appears  to  be  that  in  the  case  of  steam  boilers,  the  extensive  and  varied 

17.  Spokane  v.  Patterson,  46  Wash.  par.  27  et  seq. 

93,  89  Pao.  402,  123  A.  S.  R.  921,  18.  Bradford  Glycerine  Co.  v.  St. 

13  Ann.  Cas.  706,  8  L.RA-(N.S.)  Marys  Woolen  Mfg.  Co.,  60  Ohio  St. 

U04.  560,  54  N.  E.  628,  71  A.  S.  R.  740,  45 

See  generally,  Pabtnebship.   As  to  L.R.A.  658. 

«ivil  liability  for  blasting,  see  infra,  19.  See  infra,  par.  20. 
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uses  to  which  steam  is  devoted,  and  the  oompaiatively  slight  danger 
arising  from  its  use,  require  on  principles  of  public  policy,  which 
regards  the  interests  of  the  great  body  of  the  people,  that  every  owner 
of  real  property  should  be  held  to  possess  it  subject  to  the  right  of  his 
nngbbor  to  erect  a  manufactory  and  employ  steam  on  adjacent  prem- 
ises. Under  the  circumstances  that  surround  the  industries  of  to-day, 
public  policy  may  demand  a  modification  of  the  strict  rule  of  liability 
in  favor  of  those  who  employ  steam  in  such  industries.*® 

9.  Storing  vf  Dangerous  EKplosives  as  Nuisance  Per  Se, — ^Majority 
Rule. — As  a  general  and  prevailing  rule,  the  keeping  of  explosives 
in  large  quantities  in  the  vicinity  of  a  dwelling  house  is  a  nuisance 
per  se ;  *  and  in  such  cases  the  person  so  creating,  or  so  continuing, 
such  nuisance,  is  liable  for  all  damages  suffered  in  consequence  thereof, 
irreq>ective  of  negligence  or  want  of  care  in  so  storing,  keeping,  caus- 
ing, or  allowing  explosions  thereof.'  Under  this  rule  it  has  been  held 
that  the  storage  of  a  large  quantity  of  dynamite  on  an  island  where 
such  dynamite  is  liable  to  explode  to  the  damage  of  adjacent  property 
and  boats  plyiug  near  by  constitutes  a  nuisance.'  It  is  not  necessary, 
in  order  that  the  storage  of  explosives  may  be  a  nuisance,  that  the 
magazine  should  be  located  in  a  thickly  settled  district  or  near  a  public 
highway,'*  or  that  an  owner's  establishment  be  outside  of  the  territorial 
limits  of  a  city.'  However,  it  is  said  that  the  maintenance  of  a  mag- 
azine for  the  storage  of  explosives  is  not  of  itself  a  nuisance  so  as  to 
give  anyone  injured  in  person  or  property  by  an  explosion  the  right 
to  compensation,  regardless  of  any  other  circumstance  than  the  mere 
existence  of  the  magazine  and  the  fact  of  the  explosion ;  *  and  so  it 

20.  Bradford  Glycerine  Co.  t.  St.  People's  Gas  Oo.  y.  Tyner,  131  Ind. 

Marys  Woolen  Mfg.  Co.,  60  Ohio  St.  277,  31  N.  E.  69,  31  A.  S.  R.  433, 

560,  54  N.  E.  528,  71  A.  S.  R.  740,  16L.R.A.443;  State  v.  Exeeldor  Pow- 

45  L.RA.  658.  der  Htg.  Co.,  259  Mo.  254,  169  S.  W. 

1.  Kerbaugh  t.  CaldweU,  151  Fed.  267,  L.R.Aa915A  615;  Heeg  v.  Licht, 

194,  80  C.  C.  A.  470,  10  Auo.  Cas.  80  N.  Y.  579,  36  Am.  Rep.  654; 

453;  Laflin,  etc.,  Powder  Co.  v.  Tear-  Cheatham  v.  Shearon,  1  Swan  (Tenn.) 

oey,  131  III.  322,  23  N.  E.  389,  19  213,  55  Am.  Deo.  734;  Wilson  v. 

A  S.  R.  34,  7  LJ{.A.  262;  State  Phomix  Powder  Mfg.  Co.,  40  W.  Va. 

Excelsior  Powder  Mfg.  Co.,  259  Mo.  413,  21  S.  E.  1035,  62  A.  S.  R.  890. 

254,  169  S.  W.  267,  L.R.A.1915A  615  Notes:  67  A.  S.  R.  134  et  acq,;  29 

and  note;  McAndrews  v.  Collerd,  42  L.R.A.  718  et  seq.;  38  L.RJL.  308  et 

N.  J.  L.  189,  36  Am.  Rep.  508.   See  seq.;  16  L.RA..(N.S.)  691  et  seq.: 

Myezs  v.  Malcolm,  6  HiU  <N.  Y.)  292,  L.R.A.1915A  615  et  seq. 


See  infra,  par.  10,  for  the  rule  that  690,  16  L.RA.(N.S.)  691. 

mich  keeping  is  not  a  nuisance  per  se.  4.  Emory  v.  Hazard  Powder  Co.,  22 

2.  Kerbaugh  t.  Caldwell,  151  Fed.  S.  C.  476,  53  Am.  Rep.  730. 

194,  80  C.  C.  A.  470,  10  Ann.  Cas.  6.  Heeg  v.  Licht,  80  N.  Y.  579,  36 

453  and  note;  Whaley  v.  Sloss-Shef-  Am.  Rep.  654  and  note, 

field  Steel,  etc.,  Co.,  164  Ala.  216,  6.  Kerbaugh  t.  Caldwell,  ISl  TbA. 

51  So.  419«  20  Ann.  Cas.  822  and  note;  194,  80  C.  C.  A.  470,  10  Amu  Gaa. 


41  Am.  Dec.  744. 

Note:  67  A.  S.  R.  134  et  seq. 
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has  been  held  that  proof  of  the  mere  occurrence  of  the  accident  may 
not  suffice  on  the  question  of  liability,  and  that  where  only  such  proof 
is  offered  a  nonsuit  may  be  properly  directed.^  In  other  words^  in 
order  to  fix  the  liability,  it  must  appear  that  the  maintenance  of  the 
nuisance  was  the  proximate  cause  of  the  injury  *  There  is  authority 
to  the  effect  that  the  negligent  storing  of  dynamite  is  not  the  proximate 
cause-  of  injury  to  one  whoj  without  right,  uses  the  building  where 
it  is  stored  as  a  target  for  gun  practice,  thereby  exploding  the  dyna- 
mite to  his  injury.*  Where  the  storage  of  explosives  constitutes  a 
nuisance,  individuals  affected  thereby  may  in  a  proper  case  have  the 
civil  remedy  of  injunction  to  prevent  a  continuance  thereof.^*  And 
the  fact  that  an  injunction  against  the  operation  of  a  powder  mill  will 
result  in  great  loss  to  its  owner  does  not  necessarily  prevent  the  grant- 
ing of  such  relief ;  nor  does  state  license  to  a  foreign  corporation  to 
conduct  within  the  state  a  plant  for  the  manufacture  of  gunpowder 
prevent  the  plant  from  being  abated  as  a  nuisance.'^ 

10.  Storing  of  Dangerous  Explosives  as  Nuisance, — ^Minority  Rule. — 
There  is  a  line  of  cases  in  which  it  is  maintained  that  a  magazine 
containing  large  quantities  of  gunpowder  or  other  high  explosive,  and 
situated  near  to  dwelling  houses  and  a  public  street,  is  not  a  nuisance 
per  se,  and  that  the  owner  thereof  is  not  liable  in  case  of  an  explosion 
and  an  injury  to  person  or  property,  or  both,  unless  he  is  in  some 
way  negligent  in  the  manner  in  which  the  explosive  is  stored  or  kept. 
To  constitute  such  keeping  a  nuisance  and  impose  liability  for  an 
accidental  explosion  there  must  be  negligence  in  "keeping"  or  in  the 
"manner"  of  keeping  and  storing  the  gunpowder.  This  view  is  based 
largely  on  the  supposition  that  the  courts  do  not  know  judicially 
that  a  powder  magazine  may  not  be  constructed  and  so  provided  as 
to  insure  absolute  security  from  causes  which  may  result  in  ex- 
plosions.^*   Accordingly,  the  storing  or  keeping  of  an  explosive 

453;  Rudder  v.  Koopman,  116  Ala.  147  N.  C.  142,  60  S.  E.  912,  24  L.R.A. 

332,  22  So.  601,  37  L.R.A.  489;  Heeg  (N.S.)  119. 

V.  Licht,  80  N.  Y.  579,  36  Am.  Rep.  10.  Henderson  v.  Sullivan,  159  Fed. 

664.  46,  86  C.  C.  A.  236,  14  Ann.  Ca;;.  690 

Note:  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  691.  and  note,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  691  anci 

7.  Levendusky  v.  Empire  Rubber  note;  People's  Gas  Co.  v.  Tyner,  131 
Mfg.  Co.,  84  N.  J.  L.  698,  87  Atl.  338,  Ind.  277,  31  N.  E.  59,  31  A.  S.  B.  433, 
Ann.  Cas.  1914D  969.  16  L.R.A.  443. 

8.  Stone  v.  Boston,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  171  11.  State  v.  Excelsior  Powder  Mfg. 
Mass.  536,  51  N.  E.  1,  41  L.R.A.  Co.,  259  Mo.  254,  169  S.  W.  267, 
794;  Cuff  V.  Newark,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  35  L.R.A4915A  615. 

N.  J.  L.  17,  10  Am.  Rep.  205;  Mc-  See  generally.  Injunctions. 

Gehee  v.  Norfolk,  etc.,  R,  Co.,  147  12.  Kinney  v.  Koopman,  116  Ala- 

N.  C,  142,  60  S.  E.  912,  24  L.R.A.  310,  22  So.  593,  67  A.  S.  R.  113 

(N.S.)  119.  and  note,  37  L.R.A.  497;  Whaley  v. 

See  also  infra,  par.  18;  and  see  Sloss-Sheffield  Steel,  etc.,  Co.,  164  Ala. 

(enerally.  Proximate  Cause.  216,  51  So.  419,  20  Ann.  Cas.  822. 

9.  MoGehee  t.  Noifolk,  etc.,  B.  Co.,  Note:  L.BA.1915A  616. 
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in  large  quantities  in  a  thickly  settled  portion  of  a  dty  may  or  may 
not  be  a  nuisance,  depending  upon  the  quantity  and  kind  of  ex- 
plosive  kept,  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  kept,  the  length  of  time  for 
which  if  was  kept,  the  kind  and  character  of  the  magazine  or  house 
in  which  it  was  kept,  and  what  protection  was  afforded  by  the  mode  of 
keeping  from  liability  to  explode.**  But  even  under  this  view,  the 
keeping  of  a  large  quantity  of  gunpowder  in  a  wooden  building, -near 
other  buildings,  amounts  to  a  public  nuisance,  and  renders  the  person 
so  keeping  it  liable  for  damage  resulting  therefrom,  although  he  may 
not  have  been  guilty -of  any  negligence  in  causing  the  fire  from  which 
such  damage  resulted.**  The  danger  to  residents  of  the  vicinity  of  a 
powder  magazine  which  is  properly  constructed  and  managed,  is  not 
ordinarily  regarded  as  so  impending  or  probable  as  to  authorize  the 
chancellor  to  decree  the  abatement  of  such  house  as  a  nuisance.** 

U.  Storage  of  Oil  or  Gasoline  as  Nuisance. — Neither  the  production 
nor  storage  of  crude  oil  is  a  public  nuisance;  nor  is  the  storage  of  it 
on  premises  adjacent  to  or  adjoinin*;  the  premises  of  another  a  private 
nuisance  per  se,  although  the  niLihod  of  its  use  and  the  neglect  to 
properly  care  for  it  may  create  a  nuisance.  Crude  oil,  of  itself,  is  not 
a  source  of  constant  danger  and  menace  to  property  on  adjacent 
premises.  If  carefully  stored  in  tanks,  and  the  tanks  maintained  with 
care,  destruction  of  or  injury  to  neighboring  buildings  would  not  be 
the  probable  and  reasonable  result.**  Owing  to  its  more  dangerous 
character,  the  rule  is  different,  however,  as  to  the  storage  of  gasoline. 
Though  the  storage  of  gasoline  on  premises  adjacent  to  or  adjoining 
the  premises  of  another  be  not  regarded  as  a  private  nuisance  per  se, 
it  may,  nevertheless,  become  such,  considering  the  locality,  the 
quantity,  and  the  surrounding  circumstances,  and  would  not  neces- 
sarily depend  upon  the  degree  of  care  used  in  its  storage,  or  upon 
whether  every  precaution  that  human  ingenuity  has  conceived  has 
been  made  use  of  in  the  construction  of  the  tanks.  Considering  the 
dangerous  character  of  the  substance  and  its  power  as  an  explosive, 
of  which  the  courts  can  well  take  judicial  notice,  and  also  considering 
the  fact  that  accidents  in  the  operation  of  the  most  perfect  mechanism 
will  occur,  it  cannot  be  said  that  to  have  a  great  quantity  of  such  an 
agency  stored  within  but  a  few  feet  of  one's  dwelling  house  is  not 
sufficient  to  be  an  unreasonable  interference  with  the  oomfortable 
enjoyment  of  that  home.*' 

13.  Whaley  v.  Sloss-Sbcffield  Steel,  16.  Dnmesnil  v.  Dnpont,  18  B.  Hon. 
etc.,  Co.,  164  Ala.  216,  61  So.  419,  (Ky.)  800,  68  Am.  Dee.  750. 

20  Ann.  Gas.  822.  16.  Langabangh  v.  Anderson,  68 

14.  Kinney  v.  Koopman,  116  Ala.  Ohio  St.  131,  67  N,  E.  286,  62  LJI.A. 
310,  22  So.  693,  67  A.  S.  R.  119,  948. 

37  L.RA.  497;  Rudder  t.  Koopman,  17.  Wfaittemore  v.  Barter  Laundry 

U6  Ala.  332,  22  So.  601,  37  hJRJi..  Co.,  181  Mich.  664,  148  N.  W.  437, 

489.  52  URA.(N.S.)  930  and  note. 
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12.  Storing  EzplosiTes  for  Public  Work  as  Nuisance. — ^In  reference 
to  the  storing  of  explosives  necessary  to  be  used  in  the  prosecution  of 
work  done  under  legislative  authority,  it  has  been  contended  that  in 
the  legislative  authority  to  do  the  work  is  included  the  authority  to 
store,  with  impunify,  in  a  convenient  place,  so  much  explosive  material 
as  mi|ht  be  necessary  for  the  convenirait  prosecution  of  the  work, 
notwithstanding  the  danger  or  positive  damage  to  others,  or  their 
property,  arising  from  such  collection  of  dangerous  materials.  But 
the  proposition  that  the  grant  of  legislative  authority  to  a  private 
corporation,  or  an  individual,  to  do  a  work  for  its  or  his  own  profit, 
includes  authority  to  use,  at  whatever  hazard  to  the  persons  or  prop- 
erty of  others,  dangerous  materials  such  as  explosives,  provided  they 
are  necessary  to  the  convenient  prosecution  of  the  work,  has  not  been 
sustained.  This  conclusion  is  based  upon  the  distinction  between  the 
nonliability  of  public  agents,  in  the  construction,  within  their  lim- 
itations, of  public  works,  and  the  liability  of  private  corporations 
authorized  by  the  legislature  to  construct  and  operate  works  for  their 
own  emolument,  though  for  public  advantage,  and  also  upon  the  dis- 
tinction between  the  liability  of  a  private  corporation  to  public  prosecu- 
tion for  a  legalized  nuisance,  and  its  liability  to  a  private  action  for 
damages  arising  from  such  nuisance.  In  the  one  case  the  legislative 
authority  is  a  protection,  and  in  the  other  it  is  not.^^ 

13.  Rights  of  Person  Locating  Near  Nuisance  Created  by  Storing 
Explosives. — There  is  a  conflict  among  the  authorities  in  reference 
to  the  rights  of  a  person  locating  near  an  existing  nuisance.  In  an 
action  to  recover  damages  to  buildings  caused  by  the  explosion  of  a 
gunpowder  magazine  adjacent  thereto,  according  to  one  view,  it  is 
no  defense  that  there  were  other  powder  ma^izines  in  the  same 
neighborhood  at  the  time;  that  they  were  there  when  the  land  was 
bought  and  the  injured  buildings  erected;  that  the  plaintiff's  hus* 
band  had  been  employed  in  the  powder  business;  that  the  property 
was  bought  and  such  buildings  erected  after  the  erection  of  the  defend- 
ant's magazine,  in  order  that  plainti£F's  husband  might  be  near  the 
magazines;  that  he  had  been  a  stockholder  in  a  powder  company,  or 
that  the  plaintiff  had  leased  her  land  to  powder  companies  for  the 
purpose  of  storing  powder  thereon.**  Under  an  opposite  view  it  has 
been  held  that  if  a  person  stores  gunpowder  for  use  in  manufacturing, 
and  it  does  not  appear  that  when  he  commenced  business  he  did  not 
locate  in  a  proper  place  remote  fibm  residences,  or  that  he  did  not 
thereafter  carry  on  his  business  with  the  utmost  care,  he  is  not  liable 
for  injuries  to  a  neighboring  house  from  an  explosion  resulting  from 

18.  Me  Andrews  t.  Collerd,  42  N.  J.  utiohs;  NaouonroB;  Nuisahcbs. 
L.  1H9,  36  Am.  Rep.  S0&  19.  Laflin,  etc.,  Powder  Co.  v.  Tear- 

Note:  70  L.R.A.  689.  ncgr,  131  lU.  322,  23  K.  E.  888,  19 

See  generally,  HmnciPAL  Como-  A.  8.  B.  34,  7  L.B.A.  2G2. 
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a  cause  beyond  his  control.  Under  this  view,  in  an  action  for  dam- 
ages to  a  neighboring  house  from  an  explosion  of  gunpowder,  an 
instruction  is  erroneous  if  it  makes  no  distinction  between  a  case  of 
the  use  and  the  manufacture  of  the  explosive,  nor  any  modification 
of  the  liability  where  a  secluded  situation  is  sought  in  the  first  instance 
and  thereafter  others  are  attracted  to  the  locality,  and  if  it  makes  the 
defendant  liable  notwithstanding  the  greatest  care,  and  the  fact  that 
the  explosion  is  caused  by  an  agency  beyond  his  control," 

14.  Negligence  in  Keeping  or  Using  Explosives  Generally. — If 
the  persons  storing  or  keeping  dangerous  explosives  are  guilty  of  any 
negligence,  or  want  of  reasonable  care,  in  such  storing  or  keeping, 
or  in  allowing  or  causing  an  explosion,  they  are  liable  for  damages 
or  injury  resulting  in  consequence  thereof,  regardless  of  whether  the 
keeping  or  storing  of  the  explosives  was  a  nuisance  or  not.  The 
question  whether  a  nuisance  exists  is  immaterial,  if  negligence  or 
want  of  care  is  present,  and  contributes  to  the  explosion  and  injury.* 
And  it  makes  no  difference  whether  the  negligence  in  keeping  or 
using  an  expletive  is  an  act  of  omission  or  of  commission.*  The 
degree  of  care  required  of  persons  having  the  possession  and  con- 
trol of  dangerous  explosives,  such  as  dynamite,  is  of  the  highest. 
The  utmost  caution  must  be  used  to  the  end  that  harm  may  not  come 
to  others  in  coming  in  contact  with  them.*  For  instance,  a  railroad 
company  storing  explosives  in  a  depot  building  with  a  defective  chim- 
ney flue,  by  reason  whereof  the  building  takes  fire  and  there  is  an 
explosion  injuring  the  plaintiff's  neighboring  property,  is  liable  for 
the  injury.*  As  in  other  cases,  the  question  whether  proper  care  has 
been  taken  is  frequently  one  for  the  jury  to  determine.  Thus,  the 
jury  must  be  permitted  to  pass  upon  the  question  of  due  core  by  a 
municipal  corporation  which  in  midsummer  turns  a  large  quantity 
of  crude  petroleum  into  a  public  sewer  the  natural  outlet  of  which  i^i 
obstructed,  and  leaves  it  four  days  without  taking  any  precautions 
to  avoid  a  resulting  explosion.  But  an  oil  company  from  who=o 
premise  crude  petroleum  escapes  during  a  conflagration  not  shown 
to  be  due  to  its  negligence,  is  not  liable  for  injuries  caused  by  an  ex- 
plosion of  a  public  sewer  into  which  the  oil  was  turned  by  the  munici- 

20.  Kleebauer  v.  Western  Fuse,  etc.,  Co.,  45  Ohio  St.  11,  12  N.  E.  451, 

Co.,  138  Cal.  497,  71  Pac.  617,  94  4  A.  S.  R.  507. 

A.  S.  R.  62,  60  L.R.A.  377.  3.  Mattson  v.  Minnesota,  etc.,  R.  Co., 

1.  ICinney  v.  Koopman,  116  Ala.  95  Minn.  477,  104  N.  W.  413,  111  A. 
310,  22  So.  593,  67  A.  S.  R.  119,  37  S.  R.  483,  5  Ann.  Cas.  498;  Dahl  v. 
L.R.A.  497;  Whaley  v.  ^loss-Shef-  Valley  Lredj?ing  Co.,  125  Minn.  90, 
field  Steel,  etc.,  Co.,  164  Ala.  216,  51  145  N.  W.  790,  52  L.R.A.{N.S.)  1173. 
So.  419,  20  Ann.  Cas.  822  and  note.  Notes:  123  A.  S.  R.  578;  10  L.a.A. 

Notes:  67  A.  S.  R.  139;  29  L.R.A.  (N.S.)  376  et  seq. 

724  et  seq.;  10  Ann.  Cas.  456,  457.  4.  Denver,  etc.,  R.  Co,  v.  Conwav,  8 

2.  HBrriman  v.  Pittsburgh,  etc,  R.  Colo.  1,  6  Pac.  142,  54  Am.  Rep.  637. 
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pal  authorities  after  it  had  left  the  premises  of  the  oil  company  and 
without  its  knowledge,  for  the  purpose  of  checking  the  spread  of  the 

conflagration.*  It  has  been  held  that  the  mere  ownership  of  gun- 
powder consigned  for  sale  on  commission  does  not  render  the  owners 
liable  for  an  explosion  which  occurs  while  it  is  in  the  hands  of  tho 
consignee.*  In  a  case  where  the  servant  of  a  restaurant  keeper  grasp^i 
a  burning  lamp,  and  in  attempting  to  carry  it  from  the  room  is  burnt, 
and  he  then  throws  the  lamp  from  him,  when  it  explodes  and  injures 
a  customer,  it  has  been  held  that  the  restaurant  keeper  is  not  liable  in 
damages  for  such  injury.' 

15.  Using  Signal  Torpedoes  as  Negligence. — In  the  absence  of  evi- 
dence, it  cannot  be  inferred  from  rules  requiring  the  use  of  torpedoes 
by  trainmen  that  such  use  is  unnecessary  or  improper;  nor  can  ttie 
possession  of  them  by  men  of  the  train  crew  be  regarded  as  negligence, 
nor  will  it  be  presumed  that  they  are  negligently  used.  Negligence 
in  such  a  case,  as  in  all  others,  must  be  proved  either  by  testimony 
directly  establishing  the  fact,  or  by  the  proof  of  facts  from  which  such 
negligence  will  reasonably  follow  and  be  presumed.*  The  use  of  a 
dangerous  agency  such  as  torpedoes,  which  must  be  classed  with  gun- 
powder and  explosives  like  nitroglycerin  and  dynamite  in  its  various 
forms,  while  lawful,  imposes  upon  a  company  using  such  agency  the 
duty  of  taking  every  proper  precaution  to  prevent  personal  injuries  to 
those  lawfully  upon  the  company's  premises,  from  explosions  which 
might  be  precipitated  through  the  carelessness  of  its  servants.*  Ac- 
cordingly, a  railroad  company  may  be  chargeable  with  negligence  if 
it  wantonly  and  needlessly  leaves  a  torpedo  on  its  track.^®  Moreover, 
the  rule  is  well  supported,  that  one  who  intrusts  a  dangerous  agency, 
such  as  a  railway  torpedb,  to  a  servant,  cannot  escape  liability  for 
injuries  resulting  therefrom  on  the  ground  that  it  was  used  at  a  time 
and  in  a  manner  not  within  the  instructions  or  authority  of  ihe  serv- 
ant, his  authority  being  to  use  torpedoes  on  the  road  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  trains.^ 

16.  Injury  to  Adult  on  Premises  where  Explosives  Are  Kept — 
The  liability  of  an  owner  of  dangerous  premises  depends  largely  upon 
his  relation  to  the  persons  coming  thereon,  that  is,  whether  the  latter 

B.  Puchs  V.  St.  Louis,  133  Mo.  168,  8.  Hughes  v.  Boston,  etc.,  R.  Co., 

31  S.  W.  115,  34  S.  W.  508,  34  L.R.A.  71  N.  H.  279,  51  AtL  1070,  93  A.  S. 

lis,  overruled  on  a  second  appeal  in  R.  518. 

167  Mo.  620,  67  S.  W.  610,  57  L.RA.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  1101. 

136,  as  to  the  d^:ree  of  care  required  9.  Jacobs  v.  New  York,  etc.,  R.  Co., 

under  the  mrcnmstanees.    See  also  212  Mass.  96,  98  N.  E.  688,  40  Ii.R.A. 

Draws  and  Sewebs,  voL  9,  p.  674.  (N.S.)  41. 

6.  Afarahaios  v.  California  Powder  10.  Mills  v.  Craitral  of  Qeoivia  R. 
Works,  5  N.  M.  479,  23  Fafi.  785,  S  Co.,  140  Ga.  181,  78  S.  E.  810,  Ann 
L.RJL.  378.  Cas.  1014C  1098  and  note. 

7.  Donahue  t,  Kelly,  181  Pa.  St.  11.  See  infra,  par.  56. 
93,  37  AU.  186,  69  A.  S.  R.  632. 
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are  invitees,  licensees  or  trespassers.**  This  rule  applies  to  a  person 
keeping  explosives  on  his  premises.  He  must  exercise  care  for  the 
safety  of  pei^ons  invited  thereon ;  and  he  may  be  liable  if  he  negli- 
gently leaves  explosives  on  the  premises  that  may  result  in  injury  to 
any  person  not  a  trespasser.*'  An  owner  may  likewise  be  liable  if 
Jke  places  a  dangerous  explosive  at  a  place  where  he  knows  a  licensee 
is  accustomed  to  go,  and  where  an  ordinarily  prudent  person  would 
expect  him  to  go,  and  be  is  injured  thereby.**  It  baa  been  held  that 
for  an  injury  arising  from  mere  passive  negligence  incident  to  the 
keeping  of  a  substance  not  inherently  a  dangerous  explosive  a^nncy, 
as,  for  example,  sulphuric  acid,  a  mere  licensee  has  no  right  of 
action.** 

17.  Leaving  Explosives  Accessible  to  Children  as  Negligence. — 

As  a  general  rule  a  person  leaving  exposed  and  unguarded  on  his 
premises  an  explosive  which  is  found  by  trespassing  children  is  liable 
for  any  injuries  resulting  from  its  explosion.*'  This  rule  is  based 
on  the  very  natural  and  reasonable  assumption  that  children,  wherever 
they  go,  must  be  expected  to  act  upon  childish  instincts  and  impulses; 
and  those  who  are  chargeable  with  a  duty  of  care  and  caution  towards 
them  must  calculate  upon  this,  and  take  precautions  accordingly.  If 
persons  leave  exposed  to  the  observation  of  children  anything  which 
would  be  tempting  to  them,  and  which  they  in  their  immature  judg- 
ment might  naturally  suppose  they  were  at  liberty  to  handle  or  play 
with,  such  persons  should  expect  that  liberty  to  be  taken.*'  The  cases 
generally  hold  such  initial  negligence  to  be  the  proximate  and  there- 
fore the  responsible  cause  of  injuries  resulting  to  children  from  dan- 
gerous explosives  found  on  an  owner's  premises.*^  A  distinction  has 
been  made  between  explosives  and  sul^tances  which  are  capable  of 
being  made  to  explode.  Thus  it  has  been  said  that  such  articles  as 
gasoline,  naphtha,  and  kerosene  may  unquestionably  be  so  negligently 

12.  See  Nkligkncb.  Add.   Gas.   1915A   140   and  note; 

15.  Hobbs  T.  George  W.  Blandiaid,  Nelson  v.  McLellan,  31  Wash.  203, 
frie.f  Co.,  75  N.  B.  73,  70  AtL  1082,  71  Pao.  747,  96  A.  S.  R.  902,  60 
18  L.R.A.(N.S.)  939.  L,R.A.  793;  Akin  v.  Bradley  Engineer- 

14.  HarrimaD  v.  Pittsbni:gh,  etc.,  R.  ing,  etc..  Co.,  48  Wash.  97,  92  Pao. 

Co.,  45  Ohio  St.  U,  12  N.  E.  451,  4  903,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  586  and  note. 

A.  S.  R.  607.  Not«:  14  L.RJ\..(N.8.)   586;  19 

16.  Means  t.  Sonthem  California  R.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1127  et  seq.;  24  L.R.A. 
Co.,  144  Cal.  473,  77  Pao.  1001,  1  (N.S.)  1258  ;  42  LJt^(N.S.)  840;  S 
Ann.  Cas.  206.  Ann.  Csa.  503. 

16.  Mattaon  t.  Minnesota,  etc.,  R.  17.  Powers  v.  Hariow,  53  Mich.  507, 

Co.,  95  Minn.  477, 104  N.  W.  443,  111  19  N.  W.  257,  61  Am.  Rep.  164; 

A.  S.  R.  483,  6  Ann.  Cas.  498  and  note,  Mattaon  v.  Minnesota,  etc.,  R.  Co»  9S 

70   L.R.A.   603;   Jontti  v.   Oliver  Minn.  477,  104  N.  W.  443,  111  A.  S. 

Iron  Min.  Co.,  119  Minn.  618,  138  R.  483,  5  Ann.  Cas.  408  and  note,  ?• 

N.  W.  673,  42  L.R.A.(N.S.)    840  L.R.A  603. 

and  note;  Pollard  v.  Oklahoma  City  18.  Bee  infnu  par.  19. 
R.  Co.,  3«  Okla.  96,  128  Pac.  300, 
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kept  as  to  give  rise  to  a  cause  of  action,  but  that  when  they  are  in  a 
proper  recq>tacle,  at  a  place  where  it  is  proper  for  them  to  be,  and 
where  there  is  no  reason  to  anticipate  that  they  will  be  meddled  with, 
the  failure  so  to  guard  them  that  tr^passing  children  cannot  get  pos- 
session of  them  is  not,  alone  and  in  itself,  sufficient  to  create  a  liabil- 
ity.** Acting  on  this  distinction  it  has  been  held  that  a  raiboad 
eompany  is  not  negligent  in  leaving  an  empty  alcohol  barrel  on  the 
platform  at  destination,  although  there  is  a  caution  notice  on  it,  if  the 
notice  was  put  on  the  barrel  when  full,  and  the  rules  of  the  company 
did  not  require  such  notices  on  empty  receptacles,  so  as  to  render  it 
liable  for  injury  to  a  child  who  removes  the  stopper  and  places  a 
lighted  match  at  the  vent,  causing  an  explosion  of  gas  formed  from 
the  small  amount  of  liquid  left  in  the  barrel.*®  A  narrower  and  more 
rigid  rule  is  that  a  landowner  is  not  liable  for  injury  to  a  trespassing 
child  through  the  explosion  of  dynamite  carelessly  left  in  an  exposed 
position  on  his  property.'  It  seems,  however,  that  under  either  view, 
it  is  a  breach  of  duty  to  leave  explosives  accessible  to  children  whc  are 
lawfully  on  the  premises,  especially  if  they  may  be  regarded  as  hav- 
ing been  invited  by  the  owner  to  come  thereon.* 

18.  Negligence  as  Proximate  Cause  of  Injury. — ^Tn  order  to  place 
the  liability  for  an  explosion  it  must  be  shown  that  the  person  manu- 
facturing, storing,  keeping,  or  handling  the  explosive  was  guilty  of 
some  negligence  or  want  of  care  which  proximately  caused  the  ex- 
plosion which  resulted  in  the  injury.*  But  where  a  negligent  act  or 
omission  sets  in  operation  a  train  of  occurrences  rraulting  naturally 
in  the  explosion,  such  n^ligent  act  or  omission  is  deemed  to  have 
been  the  proximate  cause,  or  to  have  contributed  thereto.*  With 
respect  to  the  negligent  keeping  or  using  of  explosives,  the  rule  has 
been  stated  to  be  that  the  wrongdoer  is  responsible  for  ail  consequences 
naturally  resulting  from  his  wrong,  whether  he  could  have  anticipated 
those  consequences  or  not.*  But  in  other  decisions  the  test  applied 
has  been  whother  the  consequences  were  such  as  should  have  been 

19.  Dahl  T.  Valley  Dredging  Co^  v.  George  W.  Blanchai^  eto.,  Co.,  75 
125  Minn.  90,  146  K.  W.  796,  62  N.  H.  73,  70  AtL  10b2,  18  LJt.A. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  U73.  (N.S.)  939;  Harriman  t.  Pittsburg, 

20.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  t.  Wag-  etc,  R.  Co.,  46  Ohio  St  11, 12  N.  E. 
goner,  112  Ark.  593,  166  S.  W.  948,  461, 4  A.  S.  R.  507. 

62  L.RA.(N.S.)  18L  3.  Whdey  t.  SkM»-SheffieId  Steel, 

1.  Hughes  t.  Boston,  ete.,  B.  Co.,  etc.,  Co.,  164  Ala.  216,  61  Sa  419, 
71  N.  H.  279,  61  Atl.  1070,  93  A  S.  20  Ann.  Cas.  822. 

R.  618;  Hobl»  t.  George  W.  Blaneh-  4.  Akin  v.  Bradley  En^neering,  ete., 

ard,  ete.,  Co.,  76  N.  H.  73,  70  AtL  Co.,  48  Wash.  97,  92  Pao.  903,  14 

1082, 18  L.R.A.(N.S.)  939;  Affliek  v.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  686. 

Bates,  21  R.  I.  281,  43  Aa  639,  79  6.  Note:  24  L.RA.(N.S.)  1258. 

A.  S.  R.  801  See  as  to  the  general  role,  Dauageb, 

2.  Powers  t.  Harlow,  63  Mich.  607,  vol.  8,  p.  456  et  seq.  And  lee  g^ 
39  N.  W.  257, 61  Am.  B^.  164;  Hobbs  eraliy,  Pboxixati  Causi. 
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anticipated.  Under  thia  view,  negligence  in  storing  oil  upon  a  station 
platform,  and  permitting  it  to  remain  there  in  violation  of  statute,  is 
not  the  proximate  cause  of  damage  by  an  explosion  following  a  fire 
which  is  started  by  the  careless  dropping  of  a  match  by  a  man  who 
comes  to  the  platform  to  deliver  goods,  and  who  is  in  no  sense  a  serv- 
ant, agent,  or  guest  of  the  railroad  company.*  Independent  acts  of 
intelligent,  responsible  human  beings,  of  such  degree  and  character 
as  would  break  the  chain  of  sequence,  may  so  insulate  the  owner's 
original  negligence  as  to  make  it  the  remote  and  not  the  proximate 
cause  of  the  injury.  And  accordingly  it  has  been  held  that  the 
maintenance  of  a  nuisance  upon  land,  by  the  unlawful  storing  of 
explosives  thereon,  was  not  the  proximate  cause  of  injury  to  a  boy 
who  had  enlei-ed  tbe  premises  without  permission  and  carried  away  the 
explosives  and  set  them  off,  thus  injuring  himself.'  Since  it  is  negli- 
gence to  place  in  a  public  highway  a  bomb  or  explosive  capable  of 
inflicting  injury  by  being  exploded,  it  has  been  held  to  be  imma- 
terial whether  the  plaintiff  who  was  injured  exploded  the  bomb 
m  the  public  alley,  where  it  was  negligently  placed,  or  whether  he 
carried  it  to  an  adjacent  yard  and  there  exploded  it,  and  received 
the  injury  complained  of.  In  either  case  the  injury  is  said  to  be 
the  proximate  consequence  of  the  negligence.* 

19.  Accessibility  of  Explosive  as  Proximate  Cause  of  Injury  to 
Child. — As  to  whether  the  accessibility  of  an  explosive  is  the  proxi- 
mate cause  of  an  injury  to  a  child  the  decisions  are  not  entirely  in 
accord.*  Each  case  depends  largely  upon  its  circumstances."  In 
many  cases  the  principle  is  recognized  that  negligence  in  unneces* 
sarily  leaving  an  explosive  exposed  so  that  children  could  have  access 
to  it  would  be  the  proximate  cause  of  an  injury  resulting  therefrom» 
where  the  circumstances  show  that  the  act  of  the  child  in  setting  off 
the  explosive  was  the  natural  sequence  of  antecedent  events,  and  ought 
to  have  been  anticipated  by  any  person  of  ordinary  care  and  pru- 
dence.'* On  the  theory  that  the  initial  negligence  is  the  more  culpable 
in  all  such  cases,  it  has  been  held  that  the  use  by  a  boy  who  has  found 
a  dynamite  cap,  of  a  dry  electric  battery  which  he  also  finds,  to 
explode  the  cap,  is  not  such  an  intervening  cause  as  to  relieve  one 
guilty  of  negligence  with  respect  to  the  care  of  the  cap  from  liability 
for  injury  to  the  boy  from  its  explosion.**  And,  likewise,  the  explod- 

6.  Stone  v.  Boston,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  171  9.  Notes:  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1258  ;  42 
Mass.  536,  51  N.  E.  1,    41  L.R.A.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  840. 

794.  10.  Pollard  v.  Oklahoma  City  R.  Co., 

7.  Pollard  v.  Oklahoma  City  R.  Co.,  36  Okla.  96,  128  Pac.  300,  Ann.  Cos. 
36  Okla.  96,  128  Pac.  300,  Ann.  Caa.  1915A  140  and  note. 

1915A  140.  11.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Wag- 

8.  Wells  V.  Gallagher  144  Ala.  363,  goner,  112  Ark.  593,  166  S.  W.  948,  52 
39  So.  747,  113  A.  S.  B.  60,  3  LJlJl.  L.R.A.(N.S.J  181. 

(N.S.)  759.  12.  Akin  t.  Bradley  Engineerinc^, 
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ing  of  a  torpedo  by  a  boy  other  than  the  one  who  is  injured  does  not 
break  the  causal  connection  between  the  injury  and  the  negligent  act 
of  leaving  an  explosive  where  it  might  reasonably  have  been  antici- 
pated that  it  would  be  found  and  handled.*'  Under  some  circum- 
?^tunces,  however,  the  act  of  another  boy  in  removing  and  exploding 
gunpowder  on  a  dynamite  cap  left  accessible  to  children  has  been 
(ioi'Iared  to  be  the  proximate  cause  of  the  injury.'*  Thus  there  is 
authority  to  the  effect  that  a  railroad  company  is  not  liable  for  the 
dciith  of  a  boy  whose  companion,  while  with  him  at  its  station  for  u 
proper  purpose^  picked  up  a  torpedo  carelessly  dropped  from  a  train, 
carried  it  home  and  kept  it  a  number  of  days,  and  then  with  his 
:i5S!£t{u;co  attempted  to  explode  it,  with  a  fatal  result  to  him,  since 
it  was  not  bound  to  anticipate  such  a  result  of  its  carelessness.  It 
would  be  otherwise,  however,  if  from  the  impact  of  the  fall,  or  from 
the  innocent  intermeddUng  of  bystanders,  whose  presence  might  have 
been  anticipated,  an  explosion  had  followed  injuring  him.  In  such 
case,  it  is  said,  the  company  would  not,  as  matter  of  law,  be  exon- 
erated.'' There  is  authority  to  the  eifect  that  negligence,  if  any,  on 
the  part  of  one  selling  a  bam  for  removal  from  the  premises,  in  leav- 
ing dynamite  caps  stored  on  a  dark  beam  therein,  is  not  the  proximate 
cause  of  injury  to  a  child  of  the  purchaser  while  playing  with  them 
after  they  have  been  found  and  delivered  (o  him  by  a  stranger.'* 

20.  Negligence  in  Maintaining  Boiler. — Damage  to  adjoining  prop- 
erty caused  by  the  explosion  of  a  boiler  is  generally  not  regarded  as 
a  trespass,"  nor  is  the  operation  of  a  steam  boiler  a  nuisance  per  se  by 
reason  of  its  tendency  to  explode.'*  One  who  owns  or  operates  a 
steam  boiler  is,  however,  liable  for  damage  caused  by  an  explosion  due 
to  his  negligence."  The  owner  is  liable  for  any  defects  in  the  manu- 
facture of  the  boiler  which  were,  or  ouglit  to  have  been,  known  to  him, 
and  for  any  negligence  in  the  use  of  the  boiler  whitdi  can  properly 

etc.,  Co.,  48  Wash.  97,  92  P».e.  D03, 14  17.  Marshall  v.  Welwood,  38  N.  J. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  586.  L.  339,  20  Am.  Rep.  394;  Losee  v. 

13.  Mills  V.  Central  of  Georgia  R.  Buchanan,  51  N.  Y.  476,  10  Am.  Rep. 
Co.,  140  Ga.  181,  78  S.  E.  816,  Ann.  023;  Veith  v.  Hope  Salt,  etc.,  Co.,  51 
Cos.  1914C  1098  and  note;  Harriman  W.  Va.  06,  41  S.  E.  187,  57  L.R.A. 
V.  Pittsbui^h,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  45  Ohio  St.  410. 

11,  12  N.  E.  451,  4  A.  S.  R.  507.  18.  Kinney  v.  Koopman.  116  Ala. 

14.  Pollard  v.  Oklahoma  City  R.  310,  22  So.  56,  67  A.  S.  R.  119,  37 
Co.,  36  Okla.  96,  128  Pac.  300,  Ann.  L.R.A.  497;  Levendusky  v.  Empire 
Cas.  1915A  140;  Afflick  v.  Bates,  21  Rubber  Mfg.  Co.,  84  N.  J.  L.  698,  87 
B.  1.  281,  42  Atl.  539,  79  A.  S.  K.  Atl.  338,  Ann.  Caa.  1914D  969;  Huff 
801.  T.  Austin,  46  Ohio  St.  38G,  21  N.  E. 

16.  Jacobs  V.  New  York,  etc.,  R.  864,  15  A.  S.  R.  613. 

Co.,  212  Mass.  06,  08  N.  E.  688,  40  Note:  38  L.R.A.  307. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  4L  19.  Marshall  v.  Welwood,  33  N.  J. 

16.  Finkbeiner  v.  Solomon,  225  Pa.  L.  339.  20  Am.  Rep.  394;  Huil  v.  Aus- 

St  333,  74  Aa  170,  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  tin,  46  Ohio  St.  386,  21  N.  E.  864, 15 

1257.  A.  S.  R.  613. 
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be  attributable  to  him;  but  if  the  explosion  was  caused  by  defects 
which  were  imperceptible  on  examination,  he  is  not  liable  therefor. 
The  fact  that  the  boiler  was  purchased  of  reputd>Ie  manufacturers, 
though  not  of  itself  a  conclusive  justification  for  its  use,  is  one  of  the 
facts  tending  to  a  justification  which  the  jury  are  to  consider.'**  It 
has  been  held  that  the  inspection  of  a  boiler  by  a  public  officer  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  a  statute  is  not  per  se  a  defense 
to  an  action  for  injury  resulting  from  an  explosion.*  There  is,  how- 
ever, authority  to  the  effect  that  the  owner  of  a  boiler  is  not  liable  to 
owners  of  adjoining  property  for  injuries  caused  by  its  explosion 
through  the  ne^igence  of  persons  selected  by  him  to  inspect  and 
repair  it,  where  the  persons  selected  to  do  that  work  are  competent, 
and  he  is  not  aware  of  negligence  in  the  performance  of  their  duty. 
But  to  relieve  the  owner  of  a  boiler  from  liability  for  injuries  to  adjoin- 
ing property  by  its  explosion,  on  the  ground  that  he  committed  its 
inspection  to  a  boiler  insurance  company,  he  must  show  that  the 
inspectors  furnished  by  the  company  were  competent,  and  that  they 
properly  inspected  the  boiler,  and  truthfully  reported  the  result  of 
their  inspection,  and  that  any  plan  for  necessary  repairs  was  faith- 
fully carried  out.  The  report  of  a  boiler  insurance  company  that  its 
inspectors  had  made  a  proper  inspection  of  a  particular  boiler  is  not, 
however,  conclusive  evidence  of  that  fact.*  When  the  jury  has  found 
that  defects  existed  in  an  engine  of  which  the  owner  had  knowledge 
a  sufficient  time  to  have  remedied  them  before  an  explosion  which 
injured  a  bystander,  it  need  not  find  further  facts  which  raise  the 
inference  that  the  accident  arose  from  the  want  of  some  precaution 
which  the  owner  of  the  engine  ought  to  have  taken,  since  the  ques- 
tion of  his  duty  to  have  avoided  the  injury  becomes,  in  such  case, 
one  of  law.  Time  for  repairs  after  notice  of  the  unsafe  condition  of 
a  locomotive  boiler  cannot  be  claimed  by  a  railroad  company,  so  as 
to  excuse  it  from  liability  for  injury  to  a  person  near  the  railroad, 
caused  by  an  explosion  of  the  boiler,  if  it  could  have  avoided  the 
explosion  by  discontinuing  the  use  of  the  locomotive.*  Whether  or 
not  a  city  should  have  known  that  a  boiler  for  the  heating  of  an 
abutting  building  wa^  located  under  the  sidewalk,  is  a  question  for 
the  jury.  And  it  has  been  held  that  a  prima  facie  case  of  negligence, 
rendering  a  city  liable  to  a  traveler  injured  by  the  explosion  of  a  boiler 

20.  Losee  v.  Bnehanan,  61  N.  T.  2.  Anderson  Hays  Mfg.  Co.,  207 
476,  10  Am.  Rep.  623;  Veith  v.  Hope  Pa.  St.  106,  S6  Atl.  345,  63  L.R.A.  640. 
Salt,  etc.,  Co.,  51  W.  Va.  96,  41  S.  E.  8.  Lonisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Lynch, 
187,  57  L.R.A.  410.  147  Ind.  165,  44  N.  £.  997,  46  N.  £. 

1.  Swarthoat  v.  New  Jersey  Stenm-  471,  34  LilX  293.  ' 
boat  Co.,  48  K.  T.  209,  8  Am.  Bep. 
641. 
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under  the  sidewalk,  in  the  absence  of  evidence  that  it  exercised  reason- 
able care  in  the  premises,  is  made  out  by  showing  that  it  consented  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  boiler  there  under  conditions,  which  were  a 
violation  of  the  city  ordinance  prescribing  the  structural  work  to  be 
used  in  ease  the  space  under  the  walk  was  to  be  utilized.*  A  village 
whose  trustees  fail  for  weeks  to  interfere  with  the  maintenance  of 
a  peanut  roaster  upon  the  sidewalk,  with  knowledge  that  there  ia 
danger  of  its  explosion  and  consequent  injury  to  travelers,  has  been 
held  liable  for  injury  to  a  passer-by  through  the  explosion  of  the 
machine.* 

21.  Doctrine  of  Res  Ipsa  I>oquitar  as  Applicable  to  Boiler 
Explosions. — It  is  the  prevailing  rule  that  there  is  no  presumption 
of  negligence  to  be  deduced  from  an  explosion  of  a  boiler,  and  that  in 
order  for  the  plaintiff  to  sustain  a  recovery  because  of  an  injury 
occasioned  by  an  explosion,  he  must  show  some  specific  act  of  negli- 
gence to  which  it  can  be  attributed.*  Of  the  courts  announcing  tiiis 
rule  some  have  established  an  exception  where  the  relation  of  pas- 
senger and  carrier  existed  between  the  plaintiff  and  the  defendant 
at  the  time  of  the  explosion ; '  and  according  to  this  view  it  has  been 
held  that  evidence  of  the  explosion  of  a  boiler  raises  a  presumption 
of  negligence  only  in  cases  where  some  contractual  relation  exists.* 
But  even  in  a  case  within  the  exception  when  it  is  shown  that  the 
metal  used  in  the  construction  of  the  boiler  was  of  the  kind  usually 
employed,  ^at  it  has  been  subjected  to  and  has  stood  the  usual  tests, 
and  that  it  has  been  used  by  experienced  persons  with  prudence  and 
skill,  this  prima  facie  evidence  is  overcome,  and  the  inference  must 
be  drawn  that  the  explosion  occurred  from  some  latent  defect,  not 
detected  by  the  usual  and  proper  tests.*  In  a  number  of  jurisdictions 
the  rule  is  adopted  that  the  doctrine  of  res  ipsa  loquitur  extends  to 
boiler  explosions;  in  other  words,  since  boilers  do  not  explode  ordi- 
narily when  proper  care  has  been  exercised,  that  in  case  of  an 
ex-plosion  it  is  a  legitimate  inference  or  presumption  that  proper  care 

4.  BeaU  t.  Seattle,  28  Wash.  593,  T.  N.  S.  220,  14  W.  R.  799;  1  Eng. 
69  Pac.  12,  92  A.  S.  R.  892,  61  L.R.A.  Rul.  Cas.  235) ;  CoDsulicb  v.  Standard 
683.  OU  Co.,  122  N.  Y.  118,  25  N.  W.  259, 

5.  Frank  v.  Warsaw,  198  N.  Y.  463,  19  A.  S.  R.  475;  Hutf  v  Austin,  46 
92  N.  E.  17,  31  L.R.A.(N.S.)  676.  Ohio  St.  386,  21  N.  E.  864,  15  A.  S. 

6.  Marshall  v.  Welwood,  38  N.  J.  R.  613;  Veith  v.  Hope  Salt,  etc.,  Co., 
L.  339,  20  Am.  Rep.  394;  Losee  v.  51  W.  Va.  96,  41  S.  E.  187,  57  L.RA. 
Baehanan,  51  N.  Y.  476,  10  Am.  Rep.  410. 

623   (distinguishing  Fletcher  v.  Ry-  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  980. 

lands,  L.  R.  1  Exeh.  265,  L.  R.  3  H.  7.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  98L 

L.  Cas.  330,  4  H.  &  C.  263,  35  L.  J.  8.  Note:  15  L.R.A.  35,  38. 

Kzch.  154,  37  L.  J.  Ezch.  161,  12  Jur.  9.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  lfll2A  981. 
H.  S.  603,  14  L.  T.  N.  S.  523,  19  L. 
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has  not  been  exercised.*^  Under  this  role  an  explosion  proved  makes 
a  prima  facie  case  of  ne^igence.*^ 

22.  Evidence  of  Negligence. — In  an  action  to  recover  for  damages 
resulting  from  the  explosion  of  a  dynamite  factory  the  plaintiff  may 
introduce  expert  testimony  to  the  effect  that,  if  the  correct  process 
of  manufacturing  and  handling  dynamite  is  carefully  carried  out, 
an  explosion  will  not  occur;  and  testimony  of  this  character  may 
strengthen  the  case  even  though  the  view  be  taken  that  an  explosion  in 
a  dynamite  factory  raises  a  presumption  of  negligence,  and,  unex- 
plained, makes  a  prima  facie  case  for  recovery  for  injury  to  person  or 
property.**  As  bearing  on  the  question  of  negligence  endence  of  the 
existence  of  defects  in  the  substance  which  subsequently  exploded  or 
of  prior  trouble  therewith  is  admissible.*'  In  an  action  for  damages 
caused  to  a  building  by  an  explosion,  it  has  been  held  to  be  competent 
to  show  the  effect  of  the  explosion  on  another  building  in  the  immedi- 
ate neighborhood.** 

23.  Presumption  of  Negligence  Arising  from  Eicplosion. — The 
courts  generally  agree  that,  where  contractual  relations  exist  betweeli 
the  parties,  as  in  cases  of  common  carriers,  proof  of  an  explosio:i 
carries  with  it  the  presumption  of  negligence,  and  makes  a  prima  facio 
case."  This  rule  has  been  frequently  applied  in  the  case  of  explosions 
occurring  on  electric  cars,  although,  according  to  some  authorities,  no 
such  presumption  is  raised  by  the  mere  fact  of  the  explosion  of  the 
fuse  of  an  electric  car,*'  As  to  whether  a  presumption  of  negligence 
arises  from  the  happening  of  an  explosion  where  no  contractual  rela- 
tion exists,  there  is  a  diversity  of  opinion.  According  to  many  courus, 
the  presumption  of  want  of  care  which  arises  from  the  happening  of 
an  explosion  dow  not  depend  upon  the  nature  of  the  relations  between 
the  parties.*'  In  the  alwenee  of  proof  to  the  contrary,  it  will  be  pre- 
sumed that  the  cause  of  an  explosion  in  a  portion  of  such  a  building 
originated  where  the  explosion  occurred,  and  one  contending  that  it 

10.  Lybiardoponlo  t.  New  Orleans.  13.  Note:  32  L.RJl.(N.S.}  1094. 
etc,  Light,  etc.,  Co.,  127  La.  309,  63  14.  Linforth  t.  San  Francisco  Gaa, 
So.  575,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  976  and  etc.,  Co.,  156  Cal.  58,  19  Ann.  Cas. 
note;  Levendusky  t.  Empire  Rubber  1230. 

Mfg.  Co.,  84  N.  J.  h.  698,  87  Atl.  338,  15.  Judson  t.  Qiant  Powder  Co. 

Ann.  Cas.  1914D  969  (applying  the  107  CaL  649,  40  Pac.  1020,  48  A.  8. 

tame  rule  in  the  case  of  an  explosion  R.  146,  29  L.R.A.  718. 

of  a  Tuleanizer) ;  Beall  v.  Seattle.  28  Notes:  13  L.R.A.(N.S.)   615:  20 

Wash.  693,  69  Pac.  12,  92  A*  S.  B.  IJi.A.(N.S.)  81£. 

892,  61  L.R.A.  583.  16.  Notes:  13  L.Rj^.(N.S.)  616;  29 

Notes:  43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  699;  Ann.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  815. 

Cas.  1912A  980.  17.  Judson  v.  Giant  Powder  Co.. 

11.  Note:  Ami.  Cas.  1912A  980.  107  Cal.  549,  40  Pae.  1020,  48  A.  s! 

12.  Judson  v.  Giant  Powder  Co.,  R.  146, 29  LJlJL.  718:  Beall  v.  Seattle. 
107  CaL  649,  40  Pae.  1020,  48  A.  8.  28  Wash.  593,  69  Pae.  12,  92  A.  8.  b! 
B.  146,  29  liJl.A.  718.  892,  61  L.RJL  683. 
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originated  elsewhere  has  the  burden  of  establishing  that  fact^*  The 
contrary  conclusion  that  the  happening  of  an  explosion  does  not  cre- 
ate a  presumption  of  negligence  is  based  largely  on  a  supposed  dis- 
tinction between  actions  founded  in  negligence  where  a  contract  rela- 
tion existed  between  the  parties,  and  those  in  which  the  defendant 
owed  no  duty  other  than  to  use  such  ordinary  care  and  caution  as  the 
nature  of  his  business  demanded  to  avoid  injury  to  others.^* 

24.  Assumption  of  Risk. — In  making  a  grant  of  premises  for  the 
purpose  of  a  dynamite  factory,  the  grantor  has  a  right  to  assume  that 
duo  care  is  to  be  exercised  in  the  conduct  of  the  business,  and  has  the 
right  to  demand  it.  He  does  not,  by  continuing  to  do  business  near 
that  locality,  after  notice  of  the  danger  attending  the  manufacture  of 
dynamite,  assume  the  risks  of  explosions  thereof  caused  by  the  negli- 
gent acts  of  his  grantee  in  conducting  his  business.  The  maxim 
Volenti  non  fit  injuria  does  not  apply.  Even  if  the  grantor  assumes 
certain  risks  and  dangers  which  may  be  said  always  to  surround  the 
manufacture  of  dynamite,  he  assumes  no  risks  and  waives  no  action 
for  damages  which, might  arise  through  the  grantee's  negligence.** 

25.  Contributory  Negligence. — As  in  other  actions  to  recover  for 
injuries  resulting  from  negligence,  contributory  negligence  is  a  defense 
in  an  action  based  on  negligence  in  the  keeping  or  using  of  explosives. 
The  rule  that  the  age  and  intelligence  of  the  person  injured  are  to  be 
considered  in  determining  whether  he  is  guilty  of  contributory  negli- 
gence is  likewise  applicable  to  children  who  are  injured  by  handling 
or  coming  in  contact  with  explosives.^  But  in  an  action  brought  by  or 
on  behalf  of  a  child  of  tender  years  and  immature  judgment  to  recover 
damages  for  personal  injuries  suffered  by  him,  and  arising  from  an 
explosion,  the  contributory  negligence  of  his  parent  will  not  be 
imputed  to  him.  The  negligence  of  the  parent  will  bar  an  action  by 
him  for  loss  of  services,  but  will  not  bar  an  action  by  the  child.'  Under 
this  rule  it  has  been  held  that  a  child  injured  by  an  explosion  of  gas- 
oline which  she  attempts  to  use,  believing  it  to  be  kerosene,  is  not,  in 
an  action  to  hold  the  merchant  who  sold  it  liable  for  the  injury, 
affected  by  the  negligence  of  her  father,  who,  with  knowledge  of  its 
character,  permits  her  to  use  it,  or  fails  to  warn  her  of  the  danger.* 
Authority  exists  to  the  effect  that  a  person  who  uses  kerosene  in 

18.  Reamer  v.  Charles  B.  Tanner  Co:,  140  Oa.  181,  78  S.  E.  816,  Ann. 
Co.,  31  R.  I.  203.  76  Atl  833,  29  Gas.  1914C 1098. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  637.  2.  Mattson  v.  Minnesota,  etc.,  R. 

19.  Cosulich  V.  Standard  Oil  Co.,  Co.,  95  Minn.  477,  104  N.  W.  443,  Ul 
122  N.  Y,  118,  26  N.  E.  259,  19  A.  8.  A.  S.  R.  483,  5  Ann.  Cas.  498,  70 
B.  476.   See  generally,  Negliqence.  L.R 603,    See  generally,  Neou- 

20.  JndsoQ  T.  Oiant  Powder  Co.,  gencb. 

107  Cal.  649,  40  Pac.  1020,  48  A.  S.  R.  3.  Ives  t.  Welden,  114  la.  476,  87 
146,  29  L.R.A.  718.  N.  W.  408,  89  A.  8.  R.  379,  54  LJt.A. 

L  Uills  T.  Central  of  Georgia  R.  854. 
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kindling  a  fir©  is  not  necessarily  guilty  of  contributory  negligence; 
but  a  distinction  has  been  made  between  the  use  of  kerosene  in 
kindling  a  new  fire  and  its  use  in  replenishing  a  partially  extinct  fire, 
the  use  for  the  latter  purpose  being  considered  a  negligent  act* 
The  fact  that  without  knowing  its  character,  a  boy  strikes  and  ex- 
plodes dynamite  carelessly  left  where  he  can  come  in  contact  with 
it,  does  not  necessarily  prevent  holding  the  property  owner  liable 
for  the  injury  if  the  boy's  act  was  not  in  fact  a  trespass  or  negligent, 
but  merely  a  reasonable  and  lawful  enjoyment  of  hia  permission  to  be 
upon  the  premises  and  to  act  as  a  boy  naturally  would  under  the 
circumstances.^  Moreover,  the  fault  of  a  boy  in  wrongfully  picking 
up  and  exploding  a  torpedo  is  ordinarily  not  imputable  to  another 
boy  who  is  injured  thereby The  question  whether  one  injured  was 
guilty  of  contributory  negligence  is  generally  to  be  determined  by 
^e  jury.' 

26.  Keeping  or  Using  Explosives  in  Violation  of  Statute. — Statutes 
or  ordinances  frequently  prohibit  the  keeping  of  explosives  in  par* 
ticular  places  or  in  specified  quantities.  The  keeping*  of  explosives 
in  violation  of  statute  or  ordinance  is  in  some  cases  treated  as  a  nui- 
sance, even  though  the  statute  or  ordinance  does  not  declare  that  such 
keeping  shall  be  a  nuisance.^  Such  statutes  usually  impose  a  penalty 
for  a  violation  thereof,  but  do  not  point  out  any  other  consequence 
of  such  violation.  Nevertheless  the  decided  weight  of  authority  sup- 
port:! the  view  that  if  a  statute  is  intended  for  the  protection  of  indi- 
viduals the  common  law  will  supply  a  civil  remedy  where  the  statute 
gives  none.*  Though  the  violation  of  such  a  statute  is  in  some  juris- 
dictions treated  merely  as  evidence  of  negligence,  in  others  it  is 
regarded  as  negligence  per  se.**  But  it  is  generally  held  to  be  a 
condition  of  liability  that  the  injury  shall  be  done  to  one  of  the  class 
designed  to  be  protected  by  the  statute  or  ordinance,  and  that  the 
violation  of  the  statute  shall  be  the  proximate  cause  of  the  injuiy.*> 

4.  Morrison  v.  Lee,  16  N.  D.  377,  Notea:  29  L.R.A.  721,  723  ;  48 
113  N.  W.  1025,  13  L.R.A.(N.S.)  650;  L.R.A.(N.S.)  878. 

Peterson  v.  Standard  Oil  Co.,  55  Ore.  A  statute  which  prohibits  the  keep- 

511,  306  Pac.  337,  Ann.  Gas.  1912A  ing  of  gasoUne  for  sale  unless  it  is 

625  and  note.  of  a  certain  fire  test  has  no  applica- 

Note:  38  L.R.A. (N.S.)  412.  tion  to  one  who  keeps  gasoline  on  hia 

5.  Hobbs  V.  George  W.  Blanchard,  premises  for  illuminating  purposes 
etc.,  Co.,  7.'  N.  H.  73,  70  Atl.  1082,  18  only,  and  not  for  sale.  Donahue  v. 
L.R.A.{N.S.)  939.  Kelly,  181  Pa.  St.  93,  37  AtL  188,  69 

6.  Harriman  v.  Pittsburgh,  etc.,  R.  A.  S.  R.  632. 

Co.,  45  Oliio  St.  11,  12  N.  E.  451,  4  9.  Molin  v.  Wisconsin  Land,  eto- 

A.  S.  R.  507.                         '  Co.,  177  Mich.  524,  143  N.  W.  IH 

7.  Birmingham  Water-Works  Co.  T.  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  876  and  note. 
Hubbard,  85  Ala.  179,  4  So.  607,  7  Note:  67  A.  S.  R.  137. 

A.  S.  R.  35.  10.  Note:  48  LJELA.(N.S.)  879  et 

8.  MeAndrews  t.  Collerd,  42  N.  J.  seq. 

L.  189,  36  Am.  Rep.  608.  11.  Einney  t.  Koopman,  116  Ala. 
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A  plaintififb  oontribatoiy  negligence  is  not,  however,  necessarily  a 
defense  in  an  action  based  on  the  violation  of  a  statute  relating  to 
explosives.  And  so  it  has  been  held  that  the  keeping  of  gunpowder 
in  a  magazine  in  a  town,  in  violation  of  an  ordinance,  is  an  illegal 
act,  rendering  the  party  keeping  it  guilty  of  malfeasance,  and  liable 
for  all  consequences  resulting  from  the  act,  regardless  of  the  question 
of  exercise  of  care  by  the  party  injured.^'  Moreover,  the  fact  that 
the  keeping  of  explosives  within  the  corporate  limits  of  a  town  is 
made  a  crime  by  statute  does  not  prevent  the  maintenance  by  an 
individual  of  an  action  for  an  injunction  if  he  suffers  an  injury 
peculiar  to  himself  and  not  sustained  by  the  public  in  general^* 

Blotting 

27.  Throwing  Rocks  and  Debris  as  Trespass. — The  decided  weight 
of  authority  supports  the  view  that  where  one  explodes  blasts  on  his 
own  land  and  thereby  throws  rock,  earth  or  debris  on  the  premises 
of  bis  neighbor,  he  commits  a  trespass  and  is  answerable  for  the 
damage  caused,  irrespective  of  whether  tl:e  blasting  is  negligently 
done."  This  rule  is  not  restricted  to  liability  for  injury  to  the  land 
or  improvements  of  an  adjoining  owner.  As  the  safety  of  persons 
is  more  sacred  than  the  safety  of  property,  the  liability  extends  to 
personal  injuries  inflicted  on  such  adjoining  owner  or  on  anyone 
who  is  lawfully  upon  his  premises.  The  rule  extends,  moreover,  to 
injuries  inflicted  on  persons  traveling  upon  a  public  highway.** 
Hence  it  is  that  one  who  explodes  a  blast  upon  his  own  land  and 
thereby  causes  a  piece  of  the  blasted  substance  to  fall  upon  a  person 
lawfully  traveling  in  a  public  highway  is  liable  as  a  trespasser  for  the 

310,  22  So.  593,  67  A.  S.  R.  119,  37  133  S.  W.  1008,  34  L.R.A.(N.S.)  211 

L.R.A.  497;  Stone  v.  Boston,  etc.,  R.  and  note;  Longtin  v.  Persell,  30  Mont. 

Co.,  171  MasB.  536,  51  N.  E.  1,  41  306,  76  Pae.  699,  104  A.  S.  R.  723, 

L.R.A.  794;  Molin  v.  Wisconsin  Land,  2  Ann.  Cas.  198,  65  L.R.A.  655;  Hay 

etc,  R.  Co.,  177  Mich.  524,  143  N.  W.  v.  Cohoes  Co.,  2  N.  T.  159,  51  Am. 

624,  48  L.RjL.(N.S.)  876  and  note.  Dec.  279;  Tremain  v.  Cohoes  Co.,  2 

Note:  5  L.RJL(N.S.)  262.    See  N.  T.  163,  51  Am.  Dec.  284 ;  St.  Peter 

supra,  par.  18.  v.  Denison,  58  N.  Y.  416, 17  Am.  Rep. 

12.  Laflin,  etc..  Powder  Co.  v.  Tear-  258;  Sallivan  v.  Dunham,  161  N.  Y. 
ney,  131  HI.  322,  23  N.  E.  389,  Ifl  A.  290,  55  N.  E.  923,  76  A.  S.  R.  274, 
S.  R.  34,  7  L.R.A.  262.  See  also  as  47  L.R.A.  715;  Tiffin  t.  McCormack, 
to  contributory  negligence,  supra,  par.  34  Ohio  St.  638,  32  Am.  Rep.  408; 
25.  Hickey  v.  McCahe,  30  R.  I.  346,  75 

13.  People's  Gas  Co.  t.  Tyner,  131  Ati.  404,  19  Ann.  Cas.  783,  27  L.R.A. 
Ind.  277,  31  N.  E.  59,  31  A.  S.  B.  (N.S.)  425. 

433,  16  L.R.A.  443.  Notes:  123  A.  S.  R.  579;  17  L.R.A. 

14.  Gary  v.  Morrison,  129  Fed.  177,  220;  11  Ann.  Cas.  347. 

«3  C.  C.  A.  267,  65  L.R.A.  659;  Fitz-     15.  Sullivan  v.  Dunham,  161  N.  Y. 

nmons,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Brann,  199  111.  290,  55  N.  E.  923,  76  A.  S.  R.  274, 

390,  65  N.  E.  249,  59  L.R.A.  421;  47  L.R.A.  715. 
Lutgbome  v.  Tnrman,  141  Ky.  809,     Note:  123  A.  S.  R.  582. 
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injury  ihxa  infiicted,  although  the  blaat  is  fired  for  a  lawful  purpose 
and  without  negligence  or  want  of  skill.^*  However,  it  has  been  held 
that  it  is  reversible  error  to  charge  the  jury,  in  an  action  to  recover 
for  personal  injury  caused  by  a  piece  of  steel  flying  from  a  building 
where  the  defendant  was  breaking  up  steel  ingots  by  dynamite,  that 
he  is  liable,  no  matter  what  precautions  he  took,  if  the  missiles  Hew 
from  their  place  and  caused  the  injury,  although  the  jury  were  pre- 
viously charged  that  the  defendant  was  not  liable  unless  he  was 
guilty  of  negligence.*' 

28.  Concussion  or  Vibration  as  Trespass. — There  is  a  conflict  of 
authority  as  to  whether  one  who,  by  blasting  with  powerful  explo- 
sives, produces  severe  concussions  or  vibrations  in  surrounding  earth 
and  air  and  so  materially  damages  buildings  belonging  to  others,  is 
liable,  irrespective  of  negligence  on  his  part  According  to  one 
theory,  since  recovery  is  permitted  for  damage  done  by  stones  or  dirt 
thrown  upon  one's  premises  by  the  force  of  an  explosion  upon  adjoin- 
ing premises,  it  is  said  that  there  is  no  valid  reason  why  recovery 
should  not  be  permitted  for  damage  resulting  to  the  same  property 
from  a  concussion  or  vibration  sent  through  the  earth  or  the. air  by 
the  same  explosion.  There  is  really  as  much  a  physical  invasion  of 
the  property  in  one  case  as  there  is  in  the  other;  and  the  fact  that 
the  explosion  causes  stones  or  other  debris  to  be  thrown  upon  the 
land  in  one  case,  and  in  the  other  only  operates  by  vibrations  or 
concussions  through  the  earth  and  air,  is  held  to  be  immaterial." 
The  contrary  rule  which  prevails  in  some  jurisdictions  is  not  based 
solely  on  the  ground  that  there  is  in  such  case  no  technical  trespass 
and  that  the  injuries  are  consequential.  Decisions  adopting  this  rule 
are  founded  on  the  views  of  some  courts  as  to  the  requirements  of 
public  policy.  According  to  this  rule  if  one  in  blasting  upon  his 
own  lands  invades  the  premises  of  his  neighbor,  by  throwing  stones 
and  debris  thereon,  he  is  liable  for  the  resulting  injury;  but  for  any 
nther  injury,  such  as  may  result  from  the  mere  concussion  of  the 
atmosphere,  sound,  or  otherwise,  there  is  no  liability,  unless  it  is 
shown  that  the  work  was  done  negligently,  and  that  the  injury  was 
the  result  of  negligence,  and  not  the  result  of  blasting  according  to 
the  usual  methods  and  with  reasonable  care.**   And  so  it  has  been 

16.  Sullivan  v.  Dunham,  161  N.  Y.  Pac.  699,  104  A.  8.  R.  723,  2  Ann. 
290,  55  N.  E.  923,  76  A,  S.  R.  274,  47  Cas.  198  and  note,  65  L.R.A.  655; 
L.R.A.  715.  Hiekev  v.  McCabe,  30  R.  I.  346.  75 

17.  Baker  v.  Hagey,  177  Pa.  St.  Atl.  404,  19  Ann.  Cas.  783  and  note, 
128,  35  AtL  706,  65  A.  8.  R.  712  and  27  L.R.A.{N.S.)  425  and  note;  Gossett 
note.  V.  Southern  R.  Co.,  115  Tenn.  376,  89 

18.  Colton  y.  Onderdonk,  69  Cal.  S.  W.  737,  112  A  S.  E.  846, 1  L.RA. 
156,  10  Pae.  395,  58  Am.  Rep.  556;  (N.S.)  97. 

Pitzsimons,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Braun,  199  III.  Notes:  123  A.  S.  B.  681;  12  LJtA. 

390,  65  N.  K  249,  59  L.R.A.  421;  (N.S.)  389. 

Longtin  v.  Persell,  30  Mont.  306,  76  19.  Bessemer  Coal,  ete.,  Co.  t.  Doak, 
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held  where  one  blasts  rock  on  his  premises  in  order  to  adapt  them 
lo  a  lawful  use,  the  mode  adopted  being  the  only  practicable  one, 
and  the  work  being  prosecuted  with  due  care  and  without  negligence, 
that  any  injury  resulting  to  the  adjacent  premises  is  not  a  legal  wrong 
for  which  an  action  may  be  sustained.-* 

29.  Blasting  as  Nuisance  Generally. — It  is  obvious  that  tlio  place, 
whether  secluded  or  thickly  populated,  where  blasting  operations  are 
carried  on  is  a  material  consideration  in  determining  whether  the 
explosion  of  a  blast  is  negligence  per  se.  The  weight  of  author- 
ity seems  to  be  that  blasting,  without  reference  to  the  particular 
locality  in  which  it  is  carried  on,  is  not  so  intrinsically  danger- 
ous as  to  bo  ipso  facto  a  nuisance,  so  that  the  blaster  would  bo 
liable  for  the  injury  cauped  by  it  whether  or  not  he  was  guilty  of 
any  negligence  in  the  manner  in  which  the  blasting  was  done;  but 
that  the  question  of  his  linl)ilily  would  depend  upon  whether  or  not 
ho  was  guilty  of  any  negligence.^  In  a  sparsely  settled  country, 
bla.stinK  by  means  of  gunpowder  or  dynamite  is  a  reasonable  and 
justifiable  way  of  removing  ledgw  and  rocks  for  n  lawful  purpose, 
and  a  corporation  and  its  contractors  have  the  right  to  use  this 
method,  provided  they  exercise  reasonable  care  to  protect  others  from 
injury."  Other  authority  is  to  the  effect  that  blasting  with  gun- 
powder in  a  city  or  town  near  enough  to  tlie  property  of  others  to 
do  injury  is  a  nuisance,  unless  proper  precautions  are  taken  to  pre- 
vent injury  to  such  property,  or  to  the  persons  of  others  ignorantly 
coming  within  its  reach  ;^  and  the  person  doing  the  act,  or  causing 
it  to  be  done,  is  liable  for  all  injuries  that  result.*  When  injuries 
are  inflicted  by  exploding,  in  a  thickly  settled  part  of  a  city,  a  blast 
of  gunpowder,  the  party  causing  such  explosion  is  not  relieved  from 
liability  by  the  fact  that  he  employed  careful  and  experienced  men, 
and  exercised  the  highest  degree  of  care."  In  decisions  denying  the 
right  to  recover,  a  distinction  has  been  drawn  between  the  approj^ia- 
tion  of  property  to  a  permanent  use,  and  temporary  acts  which  are 
resorted  to  in  the  course  of  adapting  property  to  some  lawful  use. 

152  Ala.  166,  44  So.  627,  12  L.H.A.  552,  24  L.R.A.  105. 

(N.S.)  389  and  note;  Hieber  v.  Cun-  1.  Houghton  v.  Loma  Pricta  Lum- 

tral  Kentucky  Traction  Co.,  145  Ky.  ber  Co.,  152  Cal.  500,  93  Poc.  82,  14 

108,  140  S.  W.  54,  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  Ann.  Cas.  1159,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  913. 

54;  Booth  v.  Rome,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  140  Note:  123  A.  S.  R.  581.  Compare 

N.  Y.  267,  35  N.  E.  592,  37  A.  S.  R.  supra,  par.  28. 

552,  24  L.R-.A.  105;  Sullivan  v.  Don-  2.  Cary  t.  Morrison,  129  Fed.  177, 

ham,  161  N.  Y.  290,  55  N.  E.  923,  76  63  C.  C.  A.  267,  65  L.R.A.  659. 

A.  S.  R.  274,  47  L.R.A.  715.  3.  James  v.  McMinimy,  93  Ky.  471, 

Notes:  123  A.  S.  R.  579,  580;  27  20  S.  W.  435,  40  A.  S.  R.  200. 

L.RJ^.(N.S.)  426  ;  2  Ann.  Cas.  201;  4.  Note:  19  Ann.  Cas.  787. 

19  Ann.  Cas.  787.  5.  Munro  v.  Pacific  Coast  Dredging, 

20.  Booth  V.  Rome,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  140  etc.,  Co.,  84  Cal.  515,  24  Pac.  303,  18 

N.  Y.  267,  35  N.  E.  692,  37  A.  S.  R.  A.  S.  R.  248.   See  supra,  par.  28. 
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It  is  said  that  blasting  for  the  purpose  of  adapting  property  to  a  law- 
ful use  is  a  reasonable  exercise  of  the  dominion  which  the  owner  of 
property  has  by  virtue  of  his  ownership  over  his  property,  having 
regard  to  all  interests  affected,  his  own  and  those  of  his  neighbors, 
and  having  in  view  also  public  policy.*  In  an  action  by  a  surface 
owner  against  a  mine  owner  to  restrain  certain  mining  operations 
and  to  recover  damages  for  alleged  injuries  to  the  surface  owner,  it 
has  been  held  that  defendant's  right  to  blast  in  the  mine  in  the 
nighttime,  or  at  any  time,  even  to  the  extent  of  shaking  or  injuring 
the  dwelling  of  the  plaintifiF  and  disturbing  his  enjoyment,  in  com* 
men  with  other  rights,  is  to  be  tested  by  the  necessity  for  such  blasting, 
and  as  incidental  to  the  defendant's  right  to  mine.'  Other  authority 
holds  that  the  doctrine  as  to  the  right  to  damages  in  cases  of  nuisances 
generally,  should  apply  to  loud  noises,  and  unusual  and  unpleasant 
concussions  in  the  air  caused  by  blasting.* 

30.  Continuous  Blasting  as  Nuisance. — It  has  been  seen  that  one 
who  blasts  on  his  own  land,  and  thereby  causes  rock  or  debris  to  fall 
upon  the  lands  of  another,  or  upon  a  person  on  the  highway,  is 
liable  as  a  trespasser  for  injuries  inflicted,  although  the  blast  is  fired 
for  a  lawful  purpose  and  without  negligence  or  want  of  skill .•  The 
throwing  of  rock  or  debris  continuously  or  repeatedly  may,  moreover, 
be  treated  as  a  nuisance,  and  if  an  action  at  law  would  not  afford  an 
adequate  remedy,  an  equity  court  may  enjoin  the  continuance  of 
such  bloating.**  Liability  for  injuries  resulting  from  the  continuous 
vibrations  of  the  earth  or  the  vibrations  of  the  air  caused  by  blasting 
may  also  exist,  at  least  in  jurisdictions  where  such  injuries  are 
regarded  as  giving  rise  to  a  cause  of  action.  Accordingly,  it  has  been 
held  that  the  fact  that  blasting  operations  were  continuous,  and  that 
in  the  operations  explosives  were  used  in  such  quantities  a^  to  cause 
injury  to  the  plaintiff's  property,  is  at  least  prima  facie  evidence  of 
the.  maintenance  of  a  nuisance,  and  the  defendant  cannot  justify 
by  showing  that  in  maintaining  such  nuisance  he  exercised  due 
care.** 

31.  Liability  for  Negligent  Blasting  Generally.— Whatever  dif- 
ference of  opinion  there  may  be  as  to  liability  for  injuries  inflicted 
by  blasting  without  negligence,  there  appears  to  be  no  dissent  from 
the  proposition  that  when  blasting  is  done  in  a  negligent  manner, 

6.  Booth  V.  Rome,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  140  R.  846,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  97. 
N.  Y.  267,  35  N.  E.  592,  37  A.  S.  R.      9.  See  supra,  par.  27. 

552,  24  L.R.A.  105.    See  infra,  par.      10.  Central  Iron,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Van- 

30,  as  to  eontinQOttS  blasting  as  a  denhenk,  147  Ala.  546,  41  So.  145,  119 

ntiisance.  A.  S.  R.  102,  11  Ann.  Caa.  346  and 

7.  Marvin  v.  Brewster  Iron  Mining  note,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  670  and  note. 
Co.,  55  N.  T.  538,  14  Am.  Rep.  322.     11.  Longtin  v.  Persell,  30  Mont  300, 

8.  Gossett  v.  Southern  R.  Co.,  115  76  Pac.  699, 104  A.  8.  R.  723,  2  Ann. 
Tenn.  376,  89  8.  W.  737,  U2  A.  S.  Caa.  198,  65  LJt.A.  655. 
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the  blaster  is  ordinarily  liable  for  the  injuries  occasioned  thereby.** 
If  a  person  blasting  on  his  own  land  does  the  work  negligently  or 
without  a  due  regard  to  the  rights  of  his  neighbors,  he  is  liable  for 
actual  injury  inflicted  on  their  property  by  the  resulting  concussion 
or  vibration,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  he  has  the  rig^t  to  do 
blasting  on  his  premises.*'  A  person  using  a  powerful  explosive  in 
blasting  is  charged  with  the  duty  to  adopt  some  means  to  protect 
persons  placed  in  danger  by  the  explosion  of  such  blasts,  and  a  failure 
to  perform  this  duty  is  negligence  for  which  he  may  be  held  liable 
in  damages ;  and,  moreover,  such  a  person  is  charged  with  knowledge 
of  any  fact  in  reference  to  the  actual  effect  of  a  powerful  explosive 
that  he  could  by  reasonable  diligence  have  ascertained.  *<  The  fact 
that  one  attempting  to  use  dynamite  in  blasting  without  smotiiering 
the  blasts  cannot  foresee  the  exact  consequences  of  his  act  does  not 
absolve  him  from  liability  for  an  injury  to  an  occupant  of  neighboring 
property,  where  the  neighborhood  is  populous,  and  he  ought,  in  the 
exercise  of  ordinary  care,  to  know  that  he  is  subjecting  the  occupants 
of  the  dwellings  in  the  vicinity  to  danger.*^  Where  .blasting  is  done 
negligently  the  blaster  is  liable  for  injuries  to  persons  as  well  as  to 
property  oa  neighboring  premises.**  And  liability  attaches  for 
injuries  resulting  from  the  frightening  of  a  horse  by  blasting  in  a 
negligent  manner.*^  In  jurisdictions  in  which  there  may  be  a  recov- 
ery for  personal  injuries  resulting  from  fright  unaccompanied  by 
bodily  impact,  one  who  blasts  in  a  negligent  manner  may  be  liable 
for  injuries  resulting  from  fright  occasioned  by  such  blasting.*'  The 
fact  that  the  teiror  created  by  blasting  operations  would  cause  the  death 
of  one  ill  with  fever  was  not  foreseen  by  the  one  carrying  on  such 
operations  will  not  relieve  him  from  liability  therefor,  if  they  were 
performed  in  such  a  manner  that  some  injury  was  likely  to  result 
from  them.**  Where,  as  a  result  of  negligent  blasting  on  neighbor- 
ing premises,  stones  are  thrown  against  a  plaintiff's  shop,  and  bia 

12,  Mnoro  v.  Pacific  Coast  Dredg-  14.  Blaekwell  v.  Lynchburg,  etc.,  R. 
ing,  etc.,  Co.,  84  Cal.  515,  24  Pac.  303,  Co.,  IH  N.  C.  151,  16  S.  E.  12,  32 

18  A.  S.  R.  248;  Hunter  v.  Farren,  127  A.  S.  R.  786,  17  L.R.A.  729. 

Mass.  481,  34  Am.  Rep.  423;  Booth  15.  Kimberly  v.  Howland,  143  N.  C 

T.  Rome,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  140  N,  T.  267,  398,  55  S.  E.  778,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  546. 

35  N.  E.  692,  37  A.  S.  B.  652,  24  16.  Note:  123  A.  S.  R.  684. 

L.R.A.  105.  17.  Hieber   v.    Central  Kentucky 

Note:  123  A.  S.  R.  584.  Traction  Co.,  145  Ky.  108,  140  S.  W. 

13.  Bessemer  Coal,  etc.,  Co.  V.  Doak,  64,  36  L.R.A.(M.S.)  54  and  note. 
162  Ala.  166,  44  So.  627,  12  L.R.A.  18.  Kimberly  v.  Howland,  143  N.  C. 
(N.S.)  389;  Hieber  v.  Central  Ken-  398,  55  S.  E.  778,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  648. 
tucky  Traction  Co.,  145  Ky.  108,  140  See  Damages,  vol.  8,  p.  527  et  seq.,  as 
8.  W.  64,  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  64;  Hickey  to  recovery  of  damages  for  fright  nn- 
T.  MeCabe,  30  R.  I.  346,  75  Atl.  404,  accompanied  by  physical  violence. 

19  Ann.  Cas.  -783,  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  19.  Hunter  v.  Southern  R.  Co.,  152 
426.  N.  C.  682,  68  S.  E.  237,  136  A.  S.  B. 

Note:  2  Ann.  Cas.  203.  864,  29  LJt.A.(N.S.)  851. 
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workmen  leave  his  shop  in  fear,  and  his  business  i&  consequently 
Buspended,  he  may  recover  for  the  interruption  of  his  business,  and 
the  measure  of  damages  is  the  value  of  the  work  thus  prevented  from 
being  done.*^  But  there  is  authority  to  the  effect  that  blasting  for 
the  improvement  of  one's  property  does  not  make  one  liable  for  an 
accidental  destruction  thereby  caused,  without  wilful  or  wanton  negli- 
gence, of  the  buildings  of  a  former  tenant,  who  by  failing  to  remove 
them'  himself  and  by  violently  preventing  their  removal  by  the  land- 
owner had  become  a  trespasser.' 

32.  Wbat  Constitutes  Negligence  In  Blasting. — If  it  is  practicable 
in  a  business  sense  to  remove  the  rock  without  blasting,  although  at 
a  somewhat  increased  cost,  the  blaster  may,  in  view  of  the  situation, 
and  especially  after  being  informed  of  the  injury  that  is  being  done, 
be  bound  to  resort  to  some  other  method.  If  it  appears  that  it  was 
practicable  to  loosen  rock  by  the  use  of  iron  bars,  the  jury  might  well 
find  that  this  means  should  have  been  adopted.  Also,  if  less  powerfuil 
blasts  might  be  used,  which,  if  used,  would  not  occasion  injury,  or 
would  lessen  it,  the  omission  to  use  them  might  well  be  considered 
as  negligence.*  But  a  neighboring  proprietor  cannot,  of  course,  com- 
plain of  the  amount  of  explosive  used  unless  it  inflicts  on  him  a  legal 
injury.'  Evidence  that  an  inexperienced  person  attempted  to  use 
dynamite  in  blasting,  without  smothering  the  blasts,  in  consequence 
of  which  a  rock  was  cast  upon  a  neighboring  house,  is  sufficient  to 
carry  to  the  jury  the  question  of  his  negligence.*  Where  a  blaster 
knows  that  previous  blasts  had  endangered  the  lives  of  persons  on 
adjoining  property  and  the  blasting  is  done  in  a  shaft  or  in  a  deep 
cut  so  situated  that  covering  could  be  easily  constructed  out  of  timbers 
or  hides  so  as  to  protect  such  persons  against  the  danger,  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  blaster  to  provide  such  structure,  at  least  if  it  is  prac- 
ticable at  any  cost  reasonably  commensurate  with  the  nature  of  the 
work.'  A  provision  in  a  contract  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer, 
requiring  the  contractor  to  cover  the  blast  with  brush  or  timber  suf- 
ficient to  prevent  injury  to  persons  or  property,  is  for  the  protec- 
tion from  injury  by  fragments  which  might  otherwise  be  thrown 
from  the  sewer  trench,  and  does  not  reach  the  case  of  one  injured 
by  a  horse  frightened  by  an  explosion  of  a  blast.  Nor  will  the  failure 
to  refill  a  trench  dug  for  a  sewer  before  exploding  a  blast  therein,  be 
treated  as  negligence  in  the  absence  of  evidence  showing  that  the 

20.  Hunter  t.  Farren,  127  Mass.      3.  Hieber  t.  Central  Kentucky  Trac- 


1.  Emry  v.  Roanoke  Nav.,  etc.,  Pow-  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  54. 
er  Co.,  Ill  N.  C.  94,  16  S.  E.  18,  17  4.  Kimberly  v.  Howland,  143  N.  C. 
L.R.A.  699.  398,  55  S.  E.  778,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  545. 

2.  Booth  V.  Rome,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  140  5.  Blackwell  v.  Lynchburg,  etc.,  R. 
N.  Y.  267,  35  N.  E.  592,  37  A.  S.  R.  Co.,  Ill  N.  C.  151,  16  S.  B.  ]«.  32  A. 


481,  34  Am.  Rep.  423. 


tion  Co.,  145  Ky.  108,  140  S.  W.  54, 


662,  24  L.R.A.  105. 


S.  R.  786,  17  L.R.A.  729. 
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refilling  of  the  trench  was  the  proper,  or  usual,,  or  reasonable  thing 
to  do.« 

33.  Blasting  in  Violation  of  Statute  or  Ordinance  as  Negligence. — 

The  violation  of  a  statute  or  ordinance  intended  for  the  protection  of 
|)ersons  injured  by  explosions  is  in  some  jurisdictions  treated  as 
evidence  of  negligence,  while  in  others  it  is  treated  as  negligence  per 
se.'  Where  the  former  rule  prevails,  the  neglect  to  take  the  pre- 
cautions prescribed  by  a  municipal  ordinance  in  blasting  rocks  within 
the  city  is  evidence,  in  an  action  for  private  injuries  against  the 
blaster,  of  his  negligence;  and  this  notwithstanding  tlie  fact  that  tlie 
ordinance  imposes  a  penalty  for  its  disregard.  Where  the  latter  nile 
prevails,  the  omission  to  obey  the  requirements  of  a  municipal 
ordinance  forbidding  the  blf^ting  of  rock  within  the  city  without 
covering  it  at  the  time  of  setting  of¥  the  blast,  and  protecting  the 
orifice  sufficiently  to  prevent  the  fragments  ascending  into  the  air, 
is  in  itself  an  omission  of  duty  sufiicient  to  justify  a  verdict  for  one 
injured  by  the  explosion,  against  the  person  guilty  of  the  negligent 
omission.*  The  statutes  of  some  states  provide  that  the  failure  of  a 
person  engaged  in  blasting  to  give  reasonable  notice  thereof  shall 
render  the  blaster  liable  for  all  damages  caused  by  the  explosion.  The 
contributory  negligence  of  the  person  injured  has,  however,  been 
declared  to  be  a  defense  to  an  action  under  such  a  statute.' 

34.  Failure  to  Give  Notice  as  Negligence. — Statutory  provisions 
frequently  exist  under  which  the  duty  is  enjoined  upon  contractors 
and  others  engaged  in  blasting  operations  with  dangerous  explosives, 
to  give  seasonable  warning  or  notice  of  impending  explosions  to  all 
approaching  persons  or  persons  rightfully  occupying  or  using  neigh- 
boring property;^"  and  where  the  circumstances  are  such  that  it  is 
the  blaster's  duty  to  give  notice,  his  failure  to  do  so  is  negligence.^^ 
Such  statutes  are  generally  designed  only  for  the  protection  of  per- 
.sous  who,  not  being  engaged  in  or  about  the  place  where  blasting 
operations  are  carried  on,  and  being  therefore  ignorant  of  their  prox- 
imity to  danger,  are  in  need  of  warning  to  retire  to  a  place  of  safety. 
It  is  not  the  purpose  of  such  statutes  to  give  a  remedy  to  workmen 
engaged  in  such  operations.*^  Such  a  statute,  it  has  been  held,  covers 
the  damage  caused  by  the  frightening  of  hordes  by  the  noise  of  the 

6.  Mitchell  v.  Prange,  110  Mir^h.  78,  63  C.  C.  A.  267,  65  L.R.A.  659. 
67  N.  W.  1096,  64  A.  S.  R,  329,  34      Note:  123  A.  S.  R.  583. 

L.R.A.  182.  11.  Blackwell  v.  L-\nchburg,  etc.,  R. 

7.  See  supra,  par.  26.  Co.,  Ill  N.  C.  151,  16  S.  E.  12.  32  A. 

8.  Note:  5  L.RJ^.{N.S.)  260.  S.  R.  786,  17  L.R.A.  729  and  note; 

9.  Wadsworth  v.  Marshall.  88  Mc.  Gates  v.  Latta.  117  N.  C.  189,  23  S.  E. 
263,  34  Atl.  30,  32  L.R.A.  583.  See  173,  53  A.  S.  R.  584. 

infra,  par.  34,  as  to  failure  to  give  12.  Hare  v.  Mclntire,  82  Me.  249, 
notice  as  negliprence.  10  Atl.  453,  17  A,  S.  R.  476,  8  LJt.A. 

10.  Gary  v.  Morrison,  129  Fed,  177,  450, 
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explosion,  aa  well  as.  damage  from  flying  rocks.**  Whero  a  human 
being  is  killed  or  injured  at  his  dwelling  on  his  own  land  by  a  blast 
on  a  railroad  right  of  way,  the  testimony  may  make  it  material  for 
the  jury  to  determine  whether  the  agents  of  the  corporation  had  been 
accustomed  to  give  the  injured  person  a  signal  before  igniting  the. 
powder,  and,  if  so,  whether  such  notice  was  given  before  the  explo- 
sion which  caused  the  injury.  Where  a  corporation,  by  habitually 
giving  some  warning  of  approaching  danger  from  expected  explo- 
sions, induces  the  public  to  act  upon  the  idea  that  the  usual  signal 
will  be  given  at  the  accustomed  time,  the  failure  to  meet  this  just 
and  natural  expectation,  which  has  arisen  from  observation  of  the 
custom  of  the  company's  agents,  will  subject  the  corporation  to  lia- 
bility for  an  injury  inflicted  on  one  who  puts  himself  in  danger 
because  he  is  misled  by  such  omission.^'  The  duty  to  give  notice 
may  be  dqe  even  to  a  mere  licensee  on  the  blaster's  premises.  The 
question  whether  the  blaster  was  negligent  in  failing  to  ^ve  notice  is, 
under  ordinary  circumstances,  one  of  fact** 

35.  Evidence  of  N^ligence  In  Causing  Blasts. — In  an  action  to 
recover  for  a  personal  injury  caused  by  a  piece  of  steel  flying  from  a 
place  where  steel  ingots  were  being  broken  up  by  dynamite,  evidence 
is  admissible  to  show  that,  prior  to  the  accident,  both  large  and  small 
pieces  of  steel  shattered  by  blasts  had  been  thrown  out  and  scattered 
about  the  building.  Such  testimony  is  admissible  not  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  independent  acts  of  negligence,  but  as  tending  to  prove 
that  the  common  cause  of  the  accidents  is  a  dangerous,  unsafe  thing.** 
It  has  been  held  that,  in  an  action  for  injuries  alleged  to  have  been 
caused  by  blasting,  evidence  is  not  admissible  as  to  measures  taken  to 
protect  the  members  of  the  family  of  the  injured  person  at  times 
other  than  that  at  which  the  injury  was  done.*'  There  is  authority 
to  the  effect  that  where  a  blast  is  discharged  at  a  place  where  it  is 
not  unlawful  to  discharge  it,  the  fact  that  a  men  was  killed  by  a  rock 
thrown  by  the  blast,  presents  only  a  prima  facie  case  of  negligence, 
which  may  be  rebutted  by  showing  due  care  on  the  part  of  those 
who  discharged  the  blast,  and  the  question  of  their  negligence  should 
not  be  taken  from  the  jury.** 

13.  Wadsworth  v.  Marahall,  88  Me.  Co.,  Ill  N.  C.  151,  16  8.  E.  12,  32 
263,  34  Ail.  30,  32  L.R.A.  588.   But  A.  8.  R.  786,  17  L  RA.  729. 

see  contra  (holding  under  the  special  16.  Driscoll  t.  Newark,  ete..  Line  . 

eircumstances,  that  the  blaster  was  not  etc.,  Co.,  37  N.  Y.  637,  97  Am.  Dee. 

liable  for  injuries  caused  by  .  horse  Dec.  761. 

becomi^^  frightened)  Hieber  v.  Cen-  16.  Baker       Hagey,  177  Pa.  St. 

tral  Kentuc^  Traction  Co.,  145  Ky.  128.  35  Atl.  705,  55  A.  8.  R.  712. 

108,  140  S.  W.  54,  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  17.  Bessemer  Coal,  etc,  Co.  v.  Doak, 

54,  and  Mitchell  v.  Prange,  110  Mich.  152  Ala.  166,  44  So.  427,  12  LJLA. 

78,  67  N.  W.  1096,  64  A.  8.  R.  329,  (N.S.)  389. 

34  L.R.A.  18a  18.  Elepsch  t.  Donald,  4  Wash.  438, 

14.  BlaekweU  v.  LynehbnK,  eto-  R.  30  Pao.  991, 31  A.  8.  B.  936. 
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36.  Blasting  by  Independent  Contractor. — Generally  bla&ting  oper- 
ations in  tbemselves  are  not  considered  so  intrinsically  dangerous 
as  to  render  an  employer  liable  for  the  negligent  acts  of  an  independ- 
ent contractor  from  the  very  act  of  employing  him  to  do  the  work 
contracted  for,  or  to  impose  upon  such  employer  the  absolute  duty 
to  take  special  precautions  to  avoid  injuries  from  the  operations.  In 
other  words,  the  mere  employing  of  an  independent  contractor  to 
perform  work  requiring  blasting  will  not  ipso  facto  take  the  case 
out  of  the  general  rule  relating  to  independent  contractors,  and 
render  the  employer  liable  for  injuries  caused  by  the  negli^nt 
acts  of  such  contractor.'*  But  from  this  it  is  not  to  be  inferred 
that  the  person  who  causes  blasting  to  be  done  may  under  all  cir- 
cumstances relieve  himself  from  liability  by  employing  an  independ- 
ent contractor.  The  case  may  come  within  one  of  the  exceptions  to 
the  general  rule  as  to  persons  in  this  relation.'"  For  example,  the 
rule  absolving  the  owner  from  liability  for  an  independent  con- 
tractor's negligence  does  not  prevail  where,  under  the  circumstances, 
the  blasting  is  intrinsically  dangerous  or  a  nuisance,  as  where  it 
is  performed  in  dangerous  proximity  to  persona  rightfully  upon  a 
public  highway  or  to  the  residences  adjoining  the  highway.'  Nor 
does  the  rule  apply  where  the  contract  with  the  independent  con- 
tractor specifies  that  the  work  shall  be  done  in  a  particular  way, 
which  is  itself  negligent,  though  no  further  control  is  exercised  over 
the  blasting,'  or  where  the  contract  is  made  with  the  knowledge  of 
the  owner  that  the  blasting  will  be  done  in  a  negligent  manner,  or 
where  the  owner  of  the  premises  gives  the  conb^ict  to  do  the  blast- 
ing to  one  who  is  known  to  be  incompetent  or  negligent*  Moreover, 
one  is  not  relieved  from  liability  for  injuries  negligently  caused  by 
blasting  by  the  fact  that  he  has  employed  an  independent  contractor 
to  do  the  work,  if  he  is  himself  controlling  the  work  in  whole  or 
in  part,  and  the  character  of  the  negligence  is  such  as  to  render 
him  responsible  for  it/  or  if,  notwithstanding  a  contract  with  the  con- 

19.  Houghton  t.  Lona  Prieta  ham-  N.  J.  L.  17, 10  Am.  Rep.  205  (holding 
hat  Co.,  152  Cat.  500,  03  Pac  82,  14  the  owner  not  liable  under  the  role 
Ann.  Gas,  11^9  and  note,  14  L.R.A.  m  to  independent  contractors) ;  Hont- 
(K.S.)  913  and  note;  MeCaiFerty  er  v.  Southern  R.  Co.,  152  N.  C.  682, 
Spuyten  Duyvil,  etc.,  B.  Co.,  61  N.  Y.  68  S.  E.  237,  136  A.  S.  R.  854,  29 
178,  19  Am.  Rep.  267.  L.RjL(N.S.)  851;  Tiffin  ▼.  MeCor- 

Notes:  14  L.R.A.  831;  65  L.R.A.  mack,  34  Ohio  St.  638,  32  Am.  Bep. 
645,  646  ;  29  L.R.A.(N.S.)  851.    Se«  408. 

generally,  iNDEPfiNosNT  Contractors.     Notes:  14  L.RA.(N.S.)  016;  14 

20.  James  v.  McMinimy,  03  Ky.  471,  Ann.  Gas.  1162. 

80  S.  W.  435,  40  A.  S.  R.  200.   See     2.  Tiffin  v.  McCormaek,  34  Ohio  Bt 
generally.  Independent  Contractors,  638,  32  Am.  Rep.  408. 
and  the  cases  cited  in  this  paragraph.      Note:  14  Ann.  Gas.  1162. 

1.  Salmon  v.  Kansas  City,  241  Mo.      3.  Note:  14  Ann.  Gas.  1163. 
14,  145  S.  W.  18,  39  L.R.A.(N.S.)      4.  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Go.  v.  Tow. 
B2S;  Cuff  V.  Newark,  etc.,  B.  Co.,  35  (Ey.)  63  S.  W.  27,  66  LiLA.  941. 
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tractor,  the  owner  stands  charged  with  a  legal  duty  to  require  his 
contractor  to  use  the  proper  precautions  against  injury  or  death  to 
third  persons.*  If  a  cause  of  action  for  damages  accrues  to  an 
adjacent  property  owner  from  blasting  in  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
road, the  injury  having  been  necessarily  produced  by  the  blasting, 
the  liabiUty  of  the  contractor  and  the  railroad  company  is  joint,  and 
there  is  no  primary  and  secondary  liability.*  There  is  some  diversity 
of  opinion  as  to  the  liability  of  an  owner  of  a  city  lot  for  injuries 
resulting  from  blasting  done  thereon  by  an  independent  contractor. 
According  to  some  courts,  the  negligence  of  a  contractor  or  his 
employee  in  blasting  rock  on  a  vacant  city  lot,  causing  damage  to  a 
building  upon  ,an  adjoining  lot,  does  not  make  the  proprietor  who 
hires  the  contractor  responsible  for  the  damage;  and  the  negligence 
of  an  independent  contractor  or  his  employee  in  blasting  out  a  ledge 
of  rock  which  extends  close  to  the  wall  of  a  building  on  adjoining 
land  is  not  chargeable  to  his  employer,  who  engaged  him  to  excavate 
the  lot  preparatory  to  building  thereon.'  But  the  better  opinion 
seems  to  be  that  blasting  with  gunpowder  in  a  city  or  town,  near 
enough  to  the  property  of  others  to  do  injury,  is  a  nuisance,  unless 
proper  precautions  are  taken  to  prevent  injury  to  the  property  of 
others  within  its  reach,  or  to  the  persons  of  others  ignorantly  coming 
within  its  reach,*  and  that  a  person  who  is  under  an  obligation  not  to 
injure  his  neighbor's  property  by  blasting  cannot  relieve  himself 
from  liability  by  showing  that  the  work  was  done  by  an  independent 
contractor.'  Ordinarily  the  question  of  liability  on  the  part  of 
the  employer  in  instances  of  this  kind  is  left  to  the  jury ;  but  tliere 
may  be  instances  where,  from  the  nature  of  the  contract,  the  char- 
acter of  the  work  to  be  done,  and  its  proximity  to  the  property  of 
others,  the  court  would  be  justified  in  declaring  that,  as  a  matter  ot 
law,  the  undertaking  was  so  hazardous,  and  the  probability  of  injury 
to  the  adjoining  property  so  certain,  as  to  render  the  employer 


37.  Liability  of  Municipality  for  Blasting,  Generally. — Ordinarily 
a  municipal  corporation,  as  the  proprietor  of  lands,  is  responsible  to 
an  adjoining  owner  for  an  injury  resulting  from  blasting  on  its 
own  property  to  the  same  extent  as  if  it  were  a  natural  person.  Thus, 
a  city  has  been  held  liable  for  the  destruction  of  buildings  on  adjoin- 

5.  Logansport  T.  Dick,  70  Ind.  65,  7.  Berg  v.  Parsona,  156  N.  Y.  109, 
36  Am.  Rep.  166  (applying  the  rule  50  N.  £.  957,  66  A.  S.  R.  542,  41 
in  case  of  municipal  operationB).        L.R.A.  391. 

Note:  14  Ann.  Cas.  1162.   See  also  8.  James  v.  McMinimy,  93  Ky.  471, 

mfra,  par.  37.  20  S.  W.  435,  40  A.  S.  R.  200. 

6.  GoBsett  v.  Southern  R.  Co.,  115  9.  Note:  65  L.R.A.  753,  754. 
Tenn.  376,  89  S.  W.  737,  U2  A.  S.  R.  10.  Notes:  65  hJRA.  854;  29  LJt.A. 


liable." 


846, 1  L.R.A.(N.S.}  97. 


(N.S.)  862. 
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ing  land  as  a  result  of  blasting  in  a  quarry  operated  by  the  city.^* 
In  some  instances,  however,  municipalities  have  been  relieved  from 
liability  on  the  ground  that  they  had  no  authority  to  conduct  the 
operations  in  question.^'  And  there  is  authority  to  the  effect  that 
a  municipal  corporation  is  not  liable  for  injuries  inflicted  upon  a 
person  on  a  neighboring  highway  by  the  negligence  of  its  servants 
in  operating  a  quarry  at  its  workhouse,  although  by  their  negli- 
gence they  create  a  nuisance  and  render  the  way  unsafe,  pince  they 
are  discharging  a  governmental  function."  The  fact  that  a  munici- 
pal corporation  is  bound  to  keep  its  streets  in  safe  condition  does 
not  render  it  liable  for  injury  to  a  person  in  the  street  by  a  rock 
thrown  by  a  blast  set  off  on  property  near  the  street  by  a  person  for 
whose  act  it  is  not  responsible.'*  Likewise,  the  firing  of  a  blast  in  a 
quarry  near  a  highway  does  not,  although  it  frightens  horses  being 
driven  on  the  highway  to  the  injury  of  their  owners,  constitute  a 
defect  in  the  way  so  as  to  render  the  municipality  whose  agents  were 
engaged  in  the  operation  of  the  quarry  liable  for  the  injuries.  Nor 
ia  a  municipal  corporation  liable  for  injury  through  the  fright  of  a 
horse  in  a  highway  by  blasting  in  an  adjoining  quarry,  on  the 
theory  that  it  failed  to  prevent  a  nuisance.**  A  city  authorized  to 
build  sewers  in  its  streets  is  not  liable  for  damages  done  by  the  blasting 
of  rocks  in  the  work,  unless  negligently  done  by  its  agents.**  Even 
in  the  absence  of  a  trespass,  a  municipal  corporation  cannot  claim 
exemption  from  liability  for  damages  to  a  building,  caused  by  its 
negligence  in  blasting  a  ditch  for  a  sewer  in  an  alley  at  the  side  of 
the  building,  on  the  ground  that  the  work  is  of  public  benefit  or  even 
a  public  necessity.  However,  under  the  view  that  negligence  will 
not  be  presumed  from  the  jarring  of  the  earth  and  the  concussion  of 
the  air,  the  burden  is  on  the  claimant  to  show  that  the  explosion 
was  unnecessarily  violent  and  carelessly  prepared,  having  regard  to 
place  and  surroundings.  Therefore,  to  entitle  the  owner  of  a  build- 
ing to  recover  damages  for  an  injury  thereto,  due  to  blasting  carried 
on  by  the  municipality  while  constructing  a  sewer  in  an  alley  adjoin- 
ing the  building,  he  must  show  that  the  injury  resulted  from  the 
negligent  explosion  of  unnecessarily  powerful  blasts,  and  that  it  was 
not  incidental  to  a  careful  prosecution  of  the  work  with  due  regard 
to  the  place  and  surroundings.*' 

11.  Tiffin  v.  MeCormaek,  34  Ohio  St.  777,  143  S.  W.  372,  42  L.E.A.(N.S.) 
638,  32  Am.  Rep.  408.  538. 

12.  Eedford  v.  Clark,  113  Ya.  199,  IS.  Radford  t.  Clark,  113  Va.  199, 
73  S.  E.  571,  38  L.B.A.(N.S.)  281.  73  S.  E.  571,  38  L.R.A.(N.S.)  281. 

13.  Brannstdn  v.  LouiiBville,  146  Ky.  16.  Murphy  v.  Lowcdl,  128  Mass. 
777,  143  S.  W.  372,  42  L.R.A.(N.S.)  396,  35  Am.  Rep.  381. 

638.  17.  Cherryvale     Studyvin,  76  Kan. 

Note:  42  L.R.A.(N.S.)  864.  285,  91  Pae.  60,  U  L.R.A.(N.S.)  38Sl 

14.  BrauDBtein  v.  LouisriUe,  146  Ky. 
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38.  Liability  of  Hunicipality  for  Blasting  Done  by  Independent 
Contractor. — Aa  to  whether  a  city  ia  liable  for  injuries  resulting  from 
blasting  in  a  public  street  by  an  independent  contractor,  the  authori- 
ties are  conflicting.  In  some  jurisdictions  the  rule  has  been  declared 
that  under  a  contract  to  grade  streets,  which  does  not  give  to  the 
city  control  over  the  manner  of  conducting  the  blasting,  negligence 
of  the  contractors  in  blasting  will  not  render  the  city  liable  for 
resulting  injuries. Following  this  rule  it  has  been  held  that  a 
city  is  not  answerable  for  the  act  or  neglect  of  contractors  who  are 
constructing  a  sewer  in  one  of  its  streets,  and  who,  in  the  prosecution 
of  their  work,  Are  off  a  blast,  whereby  the  plaintiff's  horses,  then  on 
an  adjacent  street  that  is  in  perfect  repair,  are  frightened,  and  the 
plaintiff,  while  attempting  to  control  them,  suffers  serious  injuries.'* 
Other  authority,  however,  supports  the  view  that  a  city  is  liable 
if  it  has  contracted  with  private  persons  for  the  construction  of 
municipal  works, .  and  the  contractor,  in  the  performance  of  such 
work,  has  negligently  caused  a  personal  injury  to  a  third  person 
by  blasting  in  the  street  The  right  of  recovery  in  such  case  does 
not,  it  is  said,  rest  upon  a  charge  of  negligence  on  the  part  of  the 
contractor,  but  rather  upon  the  fact  that  the  city  caiised  work  to  be 
done  which  is  intrinsically  dangerous — the  natural  (though  not  the 
necessary)  consequence  of  which  was  the  injury.**  But  the  rule 
that  a  municipal  corporation  cannot  avoid  liability  for  injuries 
caused  by  blasting  which  it  permits  in  its  streets,  by  letting  the  work 
to  an  independent  contractor,  does  not  apply  in  favor  of  the  latter'a 
employees;  at  least  not  in  case  the  injury  is  to  one  drilling  the  holes, 
from  negligence  of  the  foreman  in  failing  to  discover  an  unexploded 
charge.  Nor  is  a  municipal  corporation  liable  for  injury  to  the 
employee  of  an  independent  contractor  for  sewer  construction  which 
requires  blasting  in  a  public  street,  because  it  did  not  require  the 
contractor  to  secure  a  license  which  ita  ordinances  make  a  requisite 
to  the  doing  of  tiiat  kind  of  work.^ 

39.  Effect  of  Legislative  Authority.— Even  if  a  contractor  with  the 
state  has  the  right  to  do  all  that  the  state  might  do  in  the  progress  of 
the  work,  he  has  no  right,  while  blasting,  to  cast  material  upon  the 
premises  of  a  private  owner,  upon  which  a  third  person  is  lawfully 
engaged.  Moreover,  a  contractor  cannot  protect  himself  from  lia- 
bility on  the  ground  that  the  act  of  blasting  with  gunpowder  was 

18.  Blumb  T.  Kansas  City,  84  Mo.  20.  Joliet  Harwood,  86  IlL  110, 
112,  54  Am.  Rep.  87;  HcrringtoD  v.  20  Am.  Rep.  17;  Loganaport  v.  Dick, 
Lansingburgh,  110  N,  Y.  145,  17  N.  70  Ind.  65,-36  Am.  Rep.  166. 


19.  HerringtoQ  v.  Lansingbu^h,  13  0  328. 


N.  Y.  145,  17  N.  E.  728,  6  A.  S.  R. 
848. 
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necessary,  and  lience  that  the  effects  of  it  upon  the  adjacent  premises 
were  an  unavoidaUe  result  of  a  necessary  act*  Where  the  work  ia 
prosecuted  for  the  benefit  of  private  owneiahip  aided  by  the  public 
grant  of  the  privilege,  the  rule  may  likewise  impose  liability.  Accord- 
ingly, it  has  been  held  that  a  railroad  company  is  not  relieved  from 
liability  for  injuries  to  adjoining  property  and  the  health  of  its 
occupants  by  blasting  for  its  right  of  way,  by  the  fact  that  it  is  a 
quasi  public  corporation  authorized  by  the  legislature  to  condemn, 
teke,  and  use  land  for  railroad  purposes  and  works  of  public  improve- 
ment, even  if  the  work  can  be  and  is  done  without  negligence.*  In 
a  case  where  a  contractor,  while  blasting  rocks  in  a  navigable  river, 
for  the  purpose  of  removing  obstructions  to  navigation,  under  a  con- 
tract with  the  United  States  government,  injures  a  house,  near  tJhe 
place  of  the  explosion,  by  the  vibrations  of  the  earth  or  by  the  pul- 
sations of  the  air,  it  has  been  held,  however,  that  he  is  not  liable 
to  the  owner  of  the  house  without  proof  of  negligence;  and  that  a 
charge  to  the  jury  that  if  the  explosions  injured  the  house,  he  is 
liable,  without  regard  to  the  question  of  uegHgence,  is  error> 

40.  Contributory  Negligence  or  A^mption  of  Risk. — ^The  con- 
tributory negligence  of  a  person  injured  by  another's  negligence  in 
blasting  may  be  set  up  as  a  defense;  and  the  rule  is  that  in  cases  in 
which  there  is  doubt  as  to  whether  the  person  injured  was  guilty  of 
contributory  negligence  the  question  should  be  submitted  to  the 
jury.*  A  person  imperiled  by  blasting  operations  near  his  dwelling 
is  not  chargeable  with  contributory  negligence  because  he  fails  to 
find  an  absolutely  safe  place  when  in  the  moment  of  peril  he  makes  an 
effort  to  protect  himself.  In  other  words,  when  a  person  is  placed 
in  peril  through  the  negligence  of  another  in  exploding  a  blast,  he 
need  only  make  an  effort  to  protect  himself,  and  if  he  makes  a  mistake 
and  errs  in  judgment  in  seeking  safety,  he  cannot  be  said  to  be  guilty 
of  negligence.*  It  ia,  of  course,  the  duty  of  one  who  is  lawfully  using 
property  near  to  that  upon  which  another  is  legally  engaged  in  blast- 
ing, and  who  is  warned  of  a  coming  explosion,  to  use  reasonable  dili- 
gence to  escape  from  danger  on  account  of  it;  and  a  failure  to  exercise 
such  care,  which  concurs  in  producing  his  injury,  is  held  to  be  a 
waiver  of  his  right  of  action  for  the  trespass,  and  constitutes  con- 

2.  St.  Peter  t.  Denison,  68  N.  T.  B.  649,  17  L.R.A.  220. 

416,  17  Am.  Rep.  258.  5.  Smith  v.  Day,  100  Fed.  244,  40 

3.  Booth  V.  Rome,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  140  C.  C.  A.  366,  49  L.R.A.  108;  Gary  v. 
N.  Y.  267,  35  N.  E.  592,  37  A.  S.  R.  Morrison,  129  Fed.  177,  63  C.  C.  A. 

.  552,  24  L.R.A.  105;  Gossett  v.  South-  267,  65  L.R.A.  659;  Driscoll  v.  New- 
em  R.  Co.,  115  Tenn.  376,  89  S.  W.  ark,  etc.,  Lime,  etc,  Co.,  37  N.  Y.  637, 
737,  112  A.  S.  B.  846, 1  LJt.A.(N.S.)  97  Am.  Deo.  761. 
97.  6.  Blackwell  v.  Lynchburg,  etc,  R. 

4.  Benner  t.  Atlantie  Dredging  Co.,  Co.,  Ill  N.  C.  151,  16  S.  B.  12,  82 
134  N.  Y.  166,  31  N.  E.  328,  30  A.  S.  A.  S.  R.  786,  17  L.BA..  729. 
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tributoiy  negligence,  which  is  fatal  to  his  action  for  damages  for  the 
injury.'  There  is  authority  to  the  effect  that  driving  a  vicious  borse 
not  properly  broken,  and  unsafe  for  the  purpose,  may  contribute  to 
the  injury  when  the  horse  is  frightened  by  blasting  rock,  so  as  to  con- 
stitute a  defense  to  the  statutory  liability  for  failure  to  give  notice  of 
the  explosion.^  And  it  has  been  held  that  a  passenger  who  goes  upon 
a  boat  at  a  wharf,  and  sits  down  and  goes  to  sleep  in  the  cabin,  know- 
ing that  blasting  is  being  done  by  contractors  near  by,  assumes,  as 
against  such  contractors,  all  risks  necessarily  incident  to  such  work 
fi  prosecuted  with  skill  and  reasonable  care.* 

41.  Express  or  Implied  Consent  of  Injured  Person. — ^Where  there 
has  been  an  express  grant  of  a  right  to  do  all  things  necessary  to 
attain  an  end,  and  blasting  is  necessary  to  attain  such  end,  and  a 
nuisance  results  as  a  necessary  incident  thereto,  there  can  be  no  claim 
by  the  grantor  for  private  damage,  provided  the  blasting  is  done  in  a 
careful  and  reasonable  manner.*"  Moreover,  it  seems  that  a  person 
who  is  injured  as  a  result  of  blasting  may  be  precluded  from  suing 
by  his  previous  implied  assent  to  the  blasting.'^  The  prudent  use  of 
blasting  to  remove  hard  material  in  constructing  a  railway  is  always 
deemed  to  have  been  in  contemplation  when  the  damage  was  assessed 
for  the  right  as  a  necessary  incident  to  the  privilege.  In  other  words, 
the  fact  that  such  right  to  blast  would  exist,  and  that  the  blasting, 
although  prudently  done,  would  probably  cause  injury  to  adjoining 
land,  must  be  held  to  have  been  within  the  contemplation  of  the 
parties,  where  damages  were  assessed  in  a  condemnation  proceeding, 
and,  if  not  actually  covered  in  such  assessment,  such  injury  cannot  be 
sued  for  and  recovered  later,  for  the  matter  is  deemed  to  be  res 
judicata.**  On  this  principle,  where  a  landowner  sells  a  railroad 
company  a  right  of  way  through  his  land,  he  cannot  recover  for 
injuries  to  the  land,  or  to  crops,  fences,  or  buildings  thereon,  caused 
by  rock  thrown  on  the  land  in  consequence  of  necessary  blasting 
done  in  a  prudent  and  proper  manner.'*  On  the  other  hand,  it  has 
been  decided  that  where  blasting  operations  result  in  a  direct  trespass 

7.  Gary  v.  Morrison,  129  Fed.  177,  123  S.  W.  637,  135  A.  8.  R.  878,  19 
63  C.  C.  A.  267,  65  L.R.A.  659.         Ann.  Cas.  331  and  note;  Watts  v.  Nor- 

Note:  123  A.  S.  R.  584.  folk,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  39  W.  Va.  196,  19 

8.  Wadsworth  v.  Marshall,  88  Mc.  S.  E.  531,  45  A.  S.  B.  894,  23  L.R.A. 
263,  34  Atl.  30,  32  L.R.A.  588.  674. 

9.  Smith  V.  Day,  100  Fed-  244,  40  Notes:  17  LJt.A.  221;  34  L.R.A. 
C.  C.  A.  366,  49  L.R.A.  108.  (N.S.)  215. 

10.  Marvin  v.  Brewster  Iron  Min.  13.  Hord  v.  Holston  River  R.  Co., 
Co.,  55  N.  Y.  538, 14  Am.  Rep.  322.  122  Tenn.  399, 123  S.  W.  637,  135  A. 

11.  Note:  34  L.R.A.(N.S.)  216.  S.  R.  878,  19  Ann.  Cas.  331;  Watts 

12.  Blackwell  v.  Lynchburg,  etc.,  R.  v.  Norfolk,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  39  W.  Va.  196, 
Co.,  HI  N.  C.  151,  16  S.  E.  12,  32  19  S.  E.  521,  45  A.  S.  R.  894,  23 
A.  S.  R.  786, 17  L.R.A.  729;  Hood  v.  L.ILA.  674. 

Holston  River  R.  Co.,  122  Tenn.  399, 
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upon  the  premises  injured  by  casting  soil  or  rocks  thereon,  the  lia- 
bility of  the  company  causing  the  injury  is  absolute,  and  it  must 
respond  in  damages  irrespective  of  the  question  of  negligence  or  want 
of  skill."  But  in  any  event  the  assessment  of  damages  in  condem- 
nation proceedings  or  the  grant  of  a  right  of  way  does  not  cover 
injuries  caused  by  negligent  blasting. AVhere  an  express  agreement 
is  made  between  two  adjoining  owners  that  each  may  tlirow  rocks 
on  the  other's  land  in  blasting,  this,  it  has  been  held,  is  not  a 
defense  to  an  action  by  a  person  who,  while  passing  over  the  land  of 
one  of  the  owners  with  his  permission  and  with  the  adjoining  own- 
er's knowledge,  is  injured  by  a  blast  fired  on  the  land  of  such  adjoin- 
ing owner.  1*  On  like  principle,  evidence  that  a  navigation  company 
had  an  agreement  with  contractors  who  were  blasting  near  a  wharf, 
under  which  it  used  the  wharf  at  its  own  peril,  is  inadmissible  in  an 
action  against  the  contractors  by  a  person  who  was  injured  by  the 
blasting  while  he  was  a  passenger  on  a  boat  at  the  wharf.^' 

DUcharge  of  Fireworks  or  Firearms 

.  42.  Discharge  of  Fireworks  as  Nuisance. — According  to  some 
authorities,  the  discharge  of  fireworks  in  the  streets  of  a  city  or  village 
is  a  nuisance  per  se,  and  subjects  persons  engaged  in  the  transaction 
to  responsibility  for  any  injury  to  person  or  property  resulting  there- 
from.But  other  authority  is  to  a  contrary  effect.  It  is  declared 
that  the  discharge  of  fireworks  is  not  malum  in  se,  but  that  it  is  a 
wrongful  or  innocent  act  according  to  circumstances,**  the  question 
being  one  of  fact  for  the  jury.'**  It  has  been  held  that  a  voluntary 

14.  Langhorne  v.  Turman,  141  Ky.  to  remove  the  rock  as  the  land  ia 
809,  133  S.  W.  1008,  34  L.R.A.(N.S.)  worlh,  nor  is  he  entitled  to  the  rental 
211.  value  for  tlie  lime  that  he  was  de- 

15.  Blackwell  v.  Lynchburg,  etc.,  K.  prived  of  the  use  of  the  land  by  rea- 
Co.,  Ill  N.  C.  151,  16  S.  E.  12,  32  son  of  the  rock  so  thrown  on  it.  TTord 
A.  S.  R.  786,  17  L.RA.  729;  Hord  v.  v.  IToIston  River  R.  Co.,  122  Tenn. 
Holaton  River  R.  Co.,  122  Tenn.  399,  3f)9,  123  S.  W.  637,  135  A.  S.  R.  878, 
123  S.  W.  637,  135  A.  S.  R.  878,  19  19  Ann.  Cas.  331. 

Ann.  Cas.  331;  Watts  V.  Norfolk,  etc.,  16.  Beuuchamp   v.    Saginaw  Min. 

R.  Co.,  39  W  Va  196,  19  S.  E.  521  Co.,  r>0  Mi.-h.  163,  15  N.  W.  65,  45 

45  A.  S.  R.  894,  23  L.R.A.  674  and  ^m.  Rtp.  30. 

.   -            ,  17.  Smith  V.  Day,  100  Fed.  244,  40 

The  measure  of  damages  for  the  c.  C.  A.  366,  49  L.R.A  108. 

failure  of  a  railroad  company  to  re-  10   t             c  >^       ao  w    r  t 

move  from  land  through  which  the  ^.l\iT   ^      «4  ' 

road  runs  rock  thrown   thereon  in  "^^j^  f    J^- t  «  a  /w  a  ^  coi   1:  a 

blasting  is  the  cost  of  such  removal  Notes:  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  621;  6  Ann. 

with  interest  on  the  amount  from  the  ^ns.  539  et  seq. 

time  that  the  rock  should  have  been  19-  Meeker  v.  New  York,  190  N.  Y. 

removed.   The  owner  is  not  entitled  to  481,  83  N.  E.  565,  13  Ann.  Cas.  541, 

recover  as  for  a  taking  of  the  land  on  16  L.R.A.(N,S.)  621, 

the  theory  that  it  would  cost  as  much  20.  Crowley  v.  Rochester  Fireworks 
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spectator,  who  is  present  m^ly  for  the  purpose  of  witnessing  the 
dkplay,  so  far  consents  to  it,  that  he  can  suffer  no  legal  wrong  if 

accidentally  injured  without  negligence  on  the  part  of  any  one, 
although  the  exhibition  is  an  unauthorized  one,^  and  consequently, 
it  ia  said,  that  such  a  spectator  is  not  in  a  position  to  raise  the  ohjeo- 
tion  that  such  an  exhibition  ia  a  nuisance.' 

43.  Discharge  of  Fireworks  as  Negligence. — While  the  discharge  of 
fireworks  at  suitable  places  is  not  unlawful,  when  not  prohibited  by 
statute  or  municipal  regulations,  the  circumstances,  however,  may  be 
such  as  to  make  the  discharge  of  fireworks  culpable  negligence.*  It 
Is  a  rule  that  evidence  which  discloses  the  disaster  is  of  itself  sufficient 
to  entitle  the  plaintiff  to  go  to  the  jury,  where  the  defendant  had 
charge  of  instruments  which  were  highly  dangerous;  and  it  is  there- 
fore error  for  the  court  to  instruct  the  jury  that  evidence  which 
showed  that  fireworks  were  dangerous,  and  were  discharged  by  the 
defendants,  and  that  plaintiff  was  injured  thereby,  would  not  alone 
authorize  them  to  draw  the  inference  of  want  of  due  care  *  Even 
though  the  dUplay  of  fireworks  at  a  particular  place  and  on  a  par- 
ticular occasion  may  be  legal,  it  is  clear  that  there  might  be  negli- 
gence in  the  manner  of  setting  off  or  discharging  the  fireworks. 
There  may  be  negligence  in  the  character  of  the  fireworks  used  on  a 
particular  occasion  as  well  as  in  the  method  of  their  discharge.'  The 
owner  of  a  private  park,  who  invites  the  public  to  it  for  the  purpose 
of  seeing  an  exhibition  of  fireworks,  is  not  relieved  from  all  responsir 
bility  for  the  safety  of  his  guests  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the 
exhibition  is  to  be  given  not  by  himself,  but  by  an  independent 
contractor.  He  is  bound  to  use  reasonable  care  to  provide  them 
with  a  safe  place  from  which  to  view  the  exhibition.  He  is  further 
bound,  in  making  his  contract,  to  use  care  to  select  a  skilful  and 
competent  person  to  give  the  exhibition.  But  if  he  omits  no  reason- 
able precaution  and  is  not  negligent  in  any  respect,  he  cannot  be 
held  liable.*  Moreover,  it  has  been  decided  that  a  dealer  in  fireworks 
does  not  become  liable  as  a  contractor  to  give  a  display  of  the  fire- 
works by  furnishing,  at  a  purchaser's  request,  a  competent  man  to 
assist  in  discharging  the  fireworks,  where  the  purchaser  and  other 
members  of  a  committee  have  full  charge  of  the  display  and  all 

Co.,  183  N.  T.  353,  76  N.  E.  470,  6  (N.S.)  330,  331;  6  Aim.  Cas.  539  et 

Ann.  Caa.  638,  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  330.  seq. 

1.  Seanlon  v.  Wedger,  156  Mass.  4.  Dowell  t.  Onthrie,  99  Ho.  653, 
462,  31  N.  E.  642,  16  L.R.A.  395.  12  S.  W.  900, 17  A.  S.  R.  598. 

2.  Crowley  v.  Rochester  Fireworks  6.  Crowley  v.  Rochester  Fireworfci 
Co.,  183  N.  Y.  353,  76  N.  E.  470,  6  Co.,  183  N.  Y.  353,  76  N.  E.  470.  5 
Ann.  Cas.  538  and  note,  3  LJt.A.  Ann.  Cas.  538,  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  330. 
(N.S.)  330.  6.  Sebeek  v.  PlaUdentsche  Volkfeat 

8.  Dowell  T.  Oathrie,  99  Mo.  653, 12  Verein,  64  ^.  J.  L.  624,  46  AtL  631, 


S.  W.  900,  17  A.  8.  R.  508. 
Notes:  16  LJt.A.  305,  396  ;  3  L.RJI. 


81  A.  8.  R.  S12, 60  LJIA.  199. 
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arrangements  therefor.'  However,  the  mere  presence  at  a  display 
of  fireworks  of  a  spectator,  who  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  discharge, 
does  not  make  him  a  joint  wrongdoer  or  render  him  guilty  of  con- 
tributory negligence.® 

44.  Discharge  of  Firearms;  Liability  in  General. — ^The  firing  of 
cannon  in  a  public  street  of  a  municipal  corporation,  except  in  case  of 
imperative  and  urgent  necessity,  is  a  nuisance,  and  all  persons  engaged 
in  such  an  unlawful  act  are  personally  liable  for  all  damage  caused 
thereby.*  Under  the  older  authorities  at  least,  an  action  of  trespass 
was  maintainable  against  one  who  inflicted  an  injury  by  the  dis- 
diarge  of  a  firearm ;  and  it  was  no  defense  in  such  cases  that  the  act 
occurred  by  misadventure,  and  without  the  wrongdoer's  intending 
it,  but  the  defendant  must  have  shown  such  circumstances  as  would 
make  it  appear  to  the  court  that  the  injury  done  to  the  plaintiff 
was  inevitable,  and  the  defendant  was  not  chargeable  with  any  negli- 
gence, for  no  man  should  be  excused  of  a  trespass  unless  it  may  be 
adjudged  utterly  without  his  fault.**  This  view  warrants  the  impo- 
sition of  liability  on  a  person  who,  voluntarily  aiming  his  gun  at  a 
particular  person  or  animal,  accidentally  shoots  another  person  or 
animal.'*  It  seems  that  the  modern  doctrine  is  that  shooting  unin- 
tentionally is  not  a  negligent  act,  and  that  in  an  action  to  recover 
damages,  freedom  from  negligence  is  a  defense.  But  even  with 
respect  to  such  an  action  it  may  be  said  that  one  who  is  in  possession 
of  a  loaded  gun  is  bound  to  use  care  proportionate  to  the  dangerous 
nature  of  the  instrument.**  Accordingly,  a  person  is  liable  where  he 
is  guilty  of  indiscretion  or  neglect  in  the  use  of  firearms,**  or  where 
the  cirt'umstances  indicate  recklessness  and  a  disregard  of  the  rights 
and  security  of  others,  even  though  the  actual  wrong  done  was  unin- 
tentional.** There  in  authority  to  the  effect  that  where  a  person  shoots 
a  dog  in  the  highway,  and  a  woman  standing  near,  whom  he  does 
not  see  at  the  time  he  fires,  is  so  badly  startled  and  frightened  by 
the  report  of  the  gun  that  her  health  is  seriously  affected,  the  killing 
of  the  dog  is  not  the  proximate  cause  of  the  injury  to  the  woman.^ 

45.  Liability  of  Municipality. — The  decisions  dealing  with  the 
liability  of  a  municipality  for  injuries  resulting  from  the  discharge 

7.  Wyllie  v.  Palmer,  137  N.  T.  248,  12.  Moi^n  v.  Cox,  22  Ma  373,  66 
83  N.  E.  381, 19  L.R.A.  285.  Am.  Dec  623. 

8.  Dowell  V.  Guthrie,  09  Mo.  653, 12     Note:  47  Am.  Rep.  807. 

8.  W.  900,  17  A.  S.  R.  598.  13.  Thomas  v.  Winchest*r,  6  N.  Y. 

Note:  5  Ann.  Cas.  640.  397,  57  Am.  Dee.  455. 

9.  Robinson  v.  Greenville,  42  Ohio     14.  Cbiles  v.  Drake,  2  Mete.  (Ky.) 


10.  Morgan  T.  Cox,  22  Mo.  373,  66  16.  Reoner  v.  Canfield,  36  Minn.  90, 
Am.  Dee.  623.  See  generally,  Tbbs-  30  N.  W.  435,  1  A.  S.  R.  654.  See 
PASS.  also  supra,  par.  18;  and  gmezmlly, 

11.  Wright  V.  Clark,  50  Yt.  130,  28  Pboxhuti  Cause. 
Am.  Bep.  496. 

B.  C.  L.  Vol.  XI.— 44.  680 


St.  625.  51  Am.  Rep.  857. 


146,  74  Am.  Dec.  406. 


(  45 


EXPLOSIONS  AND  EXPLOSIVES 


11  R.  C.  L. 


of  fireworks  or  firearms  are  in  conflict.  For  injuries  resulting  from 
the  exhibition  of-  fireworks  in  a  public  street,  cities  have  in  some 
instances  been  held  to  be  liable  where  the  exhibition  was  given  under 
the  authority  or  by  the  permission  of  the  city  and  under  such  cir- 
cumstances as  would  warrant  a  jury  in  finding  it  to  be  a  public 
nuisance.*'  On  the  other  hand  it  is  a  rule  in  many  jurisdictions  that 
a  city,  authorized  to  appropriate  money  to  celebrate  holidays,  and 
undertaking  a  display  of  fireworks  exclusively  for  the  amusement 
of  the  citizens,  is  not  liable  to  one  injured  by  such  fireworks  through 
the  negligence  of  the  city's  servants.''  Following  this  rule,  it  has 
been  held  that  a  town  is  not  liable  for  an  injury  by  fireworks  dis- 
charged by  citizens,  in  violation  of  an  ordinance,  although  the  coun- 
cil and  officera  and  a  majority  of  the  citizens  actively  participated, 
and  the  town  ofiicers  made  no  attempt  to  stop  the  discharge;*^  and 
the  act  of  a  mayor  of  a  city  in  granting  permission  to  fire  gunpowder 
in  an  anvil  on  a  lot  in  the  city  does  not  create  a  liability  against 
the  city  for  damages  sustained  as  a  result  by  adjoining  property.*' 
It  has  been  said  that  under  au  ordinance  permitting  the  disciiarge 
of  fireworks,  or  the  suspension  of  a  prohibitory  ordinance,  being  a 
matter  of  legislative  discretion  witli  the  city  authorities,  the  city 
cannot  be  held  liable  for  injuries  or  damages  caused  by  such  dis- 
charge of  fireworks.-"  Permitting  an  assemblage  of  people  engaged 
in  the  unlawful  practice  of  firing  explosives  in  the  streets  of  a  city, 
though  the  assemblage  may  have  temporarily  blocked  the  streets, 
does  not  create  such  a  defcrt  in,  or  obstruction  of,  the  streets  as 
will  render  the  city  liable  for  damages  caused  by  an  explosion.*' 
Where  the  coi-porate  authorities  of  a  city  are  authorized  by  its  charter 
to  cause  the  removal  of  any  nuisance,  and  to  limit  or  prohibit  alto- 
gether the  manufacture,  sale,  or  exposure  of  fireworla  within  the 
corporate  limits,  and  to  provide  such  safeguard  for  the  security  of 
the  citizens  as  in  their  judgment  might  bo  neces?ary,  the  authority 
given  to  the  city  is  essentially  discretionary,  not  giving  rise  to  an 
absolute  duty  to  prohibit  the  manufacture  of  fireworks  or  to  a  cause 
of  action  for  injuries  which  might  not  have  occurred  if  such  manufac- 
ture had  been  prohibited.' 

16.  Melker  v.  New  York,  190  N.  Y.      Note:  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  761. 

481,  83  N,  E.  5G5,  13  Ann.  Gas.  544      19.  Note:  42  L.R.A.(N.S.)  8C3. 
and  note,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  621.  20.  Hill  v.  Charlotte,  72  N.  C.  55 

Notes:    3   L.R.A.(N.S.)    760-,    23  21  Am.  Rep.  451. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  645;  5  Ann.  Cas.  541.  21.  Robinson  v.  Greenville,  42  Ohio 

17.  Tindley  v.  Salem,  137  Mass.  171,  St.  625,  51  Am.  Rep.  857. 


18.  Ball  V.  Woodbine,  61  la.  83,  15     1.  McDade  v.  Chester,  117  Pa.  St. 


50  Am.  Rep.  289. 


Note:  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  643. 


N.  W.  846.  47  Am.  Rep.  805. 
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Use  of  Explosives  by  Master 

46.  Care  Required  of  Master  Generally. — lu  the  employment  of 
inherently  dangerous  agencies,  such  as  powder  or  other  explosives, 

it  is  the  duty  of  the  master  to  exercise  a  degree  of  care  for  the  safety 
of  the  servant  commensurate  with  the  danger  reasonably  to  be  antici- 
pated.* This  rule  is  especially  applicable  to  the  plan  or  method  of 
operation  deliberately  adopted  by  the  master  or  his  representatives. 
The  master  is  liable  if  the  injury  to  the  servant  is  the  result  of  a 
defective  system  not  adequately  protecting  the  workmen  at  the  time 
of  the  explosion;*  and  the  jury  must  determine  whether  or  not  a 
master  is  negligent  in  setting  off  blasts.* 

47.  Storage  and  Use  of  Explosives  in  or  near  Working  Place.— 
The  working  place  is  sometimes  rendered  unsafe  by  the  use  of  e^ipio- 
flives,  as  in  the  case  of  blasting.  The  general  rule  is  that  the  master 
owes  the  duty  of  inspection  after  a  blast  has  been  exploded,  to  see 
that  there  are  no  unexploded  charges,  before  sending  his  servant  to 
work  in  that  vicinity,  and  this  duty  is  more  imperative  where  to 
the  servant's  knowledge  it  has  been  the  master's  custom  to  make  an 
inspection.'  It  is  not  the  duty  of  the  servant  himz^elf  to  make  such 
an  inspection  unless  he  is  expressly  charged  with  that  duty.*  In 
certain  cases  the  courts  have  applied  the  rule  that  the  master  is  not 
required  to  furnish  his  servant  a  safe  place  in  which  to  work,  as,  for 
example,  where  the  hazard  and  progress  of  the  work  itself  creates  tl)« 
danger,^  or  where  the  danger  is  obvious  and  the  servant  is  fully  aware 
of  it,*  or  where  the  duty  to  keep  the  place  safe  was  one  that  expressly 
devolved  on  the  person  injured.*  Since  blasting  powder  and  other 
high-power  explosives  of  modem  invention  are  liable  to  accidental 
ignition,  with  destructive  consequences,  even  where  apparently  rea- 

2.  Brown  v.  West  Riverside  Coal  4.  .Tobe  v.  Spokane  Gas,  etc.,  Co., 
Co.,  143  la.  662,  120  N.  W.  732,  28  73  Wash.  1,  131  Pac.  235,  48  L.R.A. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  1260;  Jobe  v.  Spokane  (N.S.)  931. 

Gas,  etc.,  Co.,  73  Wash.  1,  131  Pac.  5.  Notes:  54  L.R.A.  77,  161;  48 

235,  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  931.  L.R.A.CN.S.)  933.  934. 

Note:  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  377.  6.  Fredericka  v.  Ft.  Dod^e  Brick  & 

The  master  is  required  to  know,  so  Tile  Co.,  151  la.  637,  131  N.  W.  766, 

far  as  it  is  possible  to  know,  the  char-  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  925  and  note, 

aeter  of  dangerous  explosives  which  7.  Citrone  v.  O'Rourke  Engineering 

he  may  place  in  the  hands  of  his  Const.  Co.,  188  N.  Y.  339,  80  N.  E. 

agents.   Ignorance  of  the  agent  in  this  1092,  19  L.R.A.(N.S.)  340. 

respect  will  not  excuse  tbe  master  This  rule  is  not  to  be  extended  to 

from  liability.    Tissue  v.  Baltimore,  cases  where  the  doing  of  the  work 

etc.,  R.  Co.,  112  Pa.  St.  91,  3  Atl.  667,  does  not  create  the  danger.   19  L.R.A. 

56  Am.  Rep.  310.  (N.S.)  357  note. 

Note:  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  377.  8.  Note:  19  L.R.A.(N.S.)  358  et 

3.  Jobe  V.  Spokane  Gas,  etc.,  Co.,  seq. 

73  Wash.  1,  131  Pac.  235,  48  L.K,A.  9.  Citrone  v.  O'Ronrke  Engineering 

(N.S.)  931.  Const.  Co.,  188  N.  Y.  339,  80  N.  E. 

Note:  54  L.R.A.  88.  1092,  19  L.RA.(N.S.)  340. 
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Bonable  care  is  exercised  to  prevent  such  occurrence,  if  there  is  lack 
of  reasonable  care  in  storing  them  too  near  the  servant's  place  of 
work,  such  negligence  is  not  necessarily  excused  by  the  exercise  of 
care  in  other  respects;  ^*  and  the  question  whether  the  storing  of  a 
large  quantity  of  dynamite  in  close  proximity  to  a  place  where  serv- 
ants are  required  to  work  was  negligent  should  usually  be  left  for 
the  jury  to  determine.^^  Although  there  is  some  authority  to  the 
effect  that  a  master  need  not  anticipate  that  lightning  will  cause  an 
explosion  of  dynamite  kept  by  him,  yet  proof  that  a  large  quantity 
of  dynamite  is  kept  in  a  room  provided  for  the  use  of  workmen  indi- 
cates a  condition  which  renders  an  explosion  possible  in  case  the 
building  is  struck  by  lightning,  and  such  a  condition  may  be  regarded 
as  a  material  circumstance  with  reference  to  the  safety  of  the  place 
and  as  furnishing  a  basis  for  the  imposition  of  liability.'*  While 
there  is  authority  for  the  view  that  the  discharge  of  the  explosives 
by  a  bolt  of  lightning  entering  the  building  demonstrates  the  inter- 
vention of  an  independent  agency  which  breaks  the  line  of  causation 
from  the  defendant's  negligent  act,  and  renders  the  death  of  the 
deceased  so  clearly  accidental  that  no  right  of  recovery  exists,  the 
better  opinion  is  that  a  master  who  negligently  stores  high  explosives 
in  a  room  provided  for  the  use  of  workmen  in  storing  tools  and  cloth- 
ing and  seeking  shelter  from  storms  cannot  escape  liability  for  the 
death  of  a  workman  killed  by  an  explosion  which  was  caused  by 
lightning.  In  such  case  a  master's  negligence  in  storing  dynamite  in 
a  place  where  its  accidental  ignition  will  endanger  ^e  lives  of  his 
employees  is  the  proximate  cause  of  the  death  of  a  servant  through  its 
explosion,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  cause  of  the  explosion  is 
purely  accidental  or  wholly  unknown.  Indeed,  it  would  not  neces- 
sarily be  a  defense  to  the  action,  even  if  it  should  be  demonstrated 
beyond  all  doubt  that  the  imnaediate  cause  of  the  explosion  was  not 
chargeable  to  the  negligence  of  any  person.'*  While  it  is  a  well- 
known  fact  that  all  explosives  are  more  or  less  dangerous  and  their 
use  is  accompanied  with  more  or  less  hazard,  nevertheless  the  placing 
of  a  signal  torpedo  upon  a  railroad  track  for  a  useful  and  lawful  pur- 
pose, which  had  not  yet  been  served,  is  not  regarded  as  an  act  of 
negligence  on  the  part  of  a  railroad  company  towards  its  ^ployees.'* 
But  it  is  not  to  be  inferred  that  a  railroad  company  may  not  be 
liable  for  negligence  in  placing  a  torpedo  on  its  railroad  track,  as, 

10.  Brown  v.  West  Riverside  Coal  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1260  and  note. 

Co.,  143  la.  662,  120  N.  W.  732,  28  13.  Brown  v.  West  Riverside  Coal 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  1260.  Co.,  143  la.  662,  120  N.  W.  732,  28 

11.  TiBsne  v.  Baltimore,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  L.R.A.rN.S.)  1260  and  note. 

112  Pa.  St.  91,  3  AtL  667,  66  Am.  14.  Mize  v.  Loaisville,  eta.,  R.  Co., 

Rep.  310.  127  Ky.  496, 105  S.  W.  90%  16  L.R^ 

12.  Brown  v.  West  Rivereide  Coal  (N.S.)  1084. 
Co.,  143  la.  662,  120  N.  W.  732,  28 
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for  instance,  where  its  employees  have  a  right  to  rely  on  a  rule  of  the 
company  that  torpedoes  are  not  to  be  placed  near  flag  stations  or 
that  a  flagman  is  to  be  stationed  near  an  unexploded  torpedo.^* 

48.  Failure  to  Give  Warning  as  Rendering  Working  Place  Unsafe.— 
As  an  incident  to  the  duty  to  furnish  his  servants  with  a  safe  placo 
in  which  to  work,  a  master  is  obliged  to  warn  them  of  the  intended 
discharge  of  explosives  by  him,  in  order  that  they  may  seek  shelter 
and  safety.^*  There  is  some  difference  of  opinion  as  to  whether 
the  master  may  delegate  the  duty  of  warning  the  servant  that  a 
blast  is  about  to  be  fired.  The  better  opinion  is  that  this  duty  cannot 
be  delegated  by  the  master  so  as  to  relieve  himself  from  liability  for 
the  negligence  of  the  person  to  whom  such  duty  has  been  delegated. 
The  warning  is  for  the  benefit  of  tiie  servants  in  order  to  make  the 
place  in  which  they  are  working  a  safe  one.  The  master's  duty 
extends  beyond  the  selection  of  the  agent  and  includes  the  warning 
itself.  He  must  therefore  answer  for  negligence  in  respect  to  the 
warning,  no  matter  how  competent  the  chosen  agent  may  be.^' 
Other  courts  have,  however,  taken  the  view  that  the  duty  to  give 
notice  whenever  a  blast  is  about  to  be  discharged  may  be  delegated 
to  a  competent  person  so  as  to  absolve  the  master  from  liability  for 
such  person's  negligence.'*  Moreover,  in  maintaining  a  reasonably 
safe  working  place  for  his  servants,  it  may  become  the  master's  duty 
to  warn  them  that  substances  have  been  loosened  by  a  blast  which 
he  has  caused  to  be  fired.  But  the  opinion  has  been  expressed  that 
Where  the  system  of  performing  the  work  is  not  defective,  it  is  not 
a  master's  duty  to  warn  employees  of  the  consequences  of  an  explo- 
sion known  to  have  occurred.** 

49.  Furnishing  Necessary  or  Proper  Explosives  and  Appliances.  

A  master  may  be  liable  if  he  supplies  a  workman  with  an  explosive 
which  is  defective  or  unusually  dangerous  and  liable  to  explode 
prematurely.**  And  a  master  is  negligent  iJf  he  furnishes  an  unusual, 

IB.  Notes:  16  L.R.A.(N.8.)  1084;  932;  11  Ann.  Gas.  107. 
19  Ann.  Cas.  1097,  1098.  See  Hare  v.  Mclntire,  82  Me.  340, 

16.  Hendriekson  t.  United  States  10  Atl.  453,  17  A.  S.  R.  476,  8  L.R.A. 
Gypsum  Co.,  133  la.  89,  110  N.  W.  450  (holding  that  a  atatuU  requiring 
322,  12  Ann.  Caa.  246  and  note,  9  notice  by  ^ose  engaged  in  blasting 
L.RA.(N.S.)  555;  Fredericks  v.  Ft.  before  an  expIoBion,  so  that  "all  per- 
Dodge  Brick,  etc.,  Co.,  151  la.  637,  sons"  or  teams  shall  have  time  to  re- 
131  N.  W.  766,  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  925;  tire  to  a  safe  distance,  does  not  apply 
Belleville  Stone  Co.  v.  Mooney,  61  N.  to  the  workmen  in  a  quarry). 

J.  L.  253,  39  Atl.  764,  39  L.RA.  834.  18.  Note:  26  L.RA.(N.S.)  641. 

17.  Hendrickson  t.  United  States  19.  Fredericks  v.  Ft.  Dodge  Brick, 
Gypsum  Co.,  133  la.  89,  110  N.  W.  etc.,  Co.,  151  la.  637,  131  N.  W.  766, 
322, 12  Ann.  Cas.  246,  9  L.R.A.(N.S.)  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  925  and  noU. 

665.  20.  Eureka  Co.  v.  Bass,  81  Ala.  20{>, 

Notes:  54  L.R.A.  118;  26  L.R.A.  8  So.  216,  60  Am.  Rep.  152. 
(N.S.)  640  et  seq.;  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)      Note:  98  A.  8.  R.  800. 
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untested  and  exceedingly  dangerous  explosive  which  cannot  be  han- 
dled in  the  usual  manner  without  an  inevitable  explosion,  or  if  he 
substitutes  a  more  powerful  explosive  without  notice  to  the  servant; 
and  it  is  an  act  of  culpability  on  the  part  of  the  master  both  in  fact 
and  in  law  if  he  fails  to  inform  first  himself  and  later  his  servant 
concerning  the  character  of  a  new  explosive  placed  in  the  servant's 
hands.*  There  is  authority,  however,  to  the  effect  that  where  the 
best  of  explosives  are  purchased,  the  employer  need  make  no  inspec- 
tion of  them,  as  they  are  manufactured  with  a  view  to  rendering 
inspection  unnecessary,  and  it  could  not  be  effectually  made  except 
by  employing  an  expert  who  has  the  mechanical  and  chemical  knowl- 
edge involved  in  the  manufacture  thereof.*  Under  this  theory  it  has 
been  held  that  a  railroad  company  is  not  chargeable  with  negligence 
in  not  inspecting  torpedoes  so  as  to  make  it  -liable  for  injury  to  a 
brakeman  caused  by  a  collision  resulting  from  the  failure  of  torpedoes 
to  explode,  where  it  appears  that  they  were  purchased  from  reputable 
manufacturers,  that  in  years  of  experience  no  other  torpedoes  had 
failed  to  explode  by  a  train  passing  over  them,  and  that  there  was  no 
method  of  inspection  except  by  use,  in  which  event  they  were  con- 
sumed. The  mere  fact  that  there  is  a  bare  possibility  that  the  casing 
of  one  torpedo  out  of  many  thousands  may  be  constructed  of  defec- 
tive tin,  thus  permitting  the  tin  to  rust  through  and  admit  water  and 
oil,  if  brought  in  contact  therewith,  is  not,  in  such  a  case,  sufficient  to 
warrant  a  finding  that  the  railroad  company  was  negligent  in  failing 
so  to  inspect  as  to  discover  the  fault.*  Under  such  circumstances  a 
master  will  be  liable  for  failing  to  furnish  explosives  even  though 
he  has  furnished  other  appliances.  Such  liability  may  exist  where 
it  appears  that  an  emergency  arose  when  explosives  were  deemed  to 
be  necessary  and  they  could  not  be  had.  In  such  case  it  is  necessary, 
before  the  defendant  can  be  charged  with  a  neglect  of  duty,  to  show 
that  efforts  to  change,  or  to  improve,  the  situation  had  been  rendered 
abortive  through  the  insufficient  supply  of  the  means  to  meet  it. 
Moreover,  in  jurisdictions  where  a  foreman  is  regarded  as  a  fellow 
servant  in  reference  to  a  detail  of  the  work  in  which  he  and  the 
men  under  him  are  engaged,  his  failure  to  procure  explosives  under 
such  circumstances  would  not  necessarily  render  the  master  liable. 
Under  this  view,  a  master  cannot  be  charged  with  liability  for 
injuries  to  a  servant  from  the  fall  of  an  overhanging  ledge,  a  chang- 
ing condition  in  the  work  of  removing  a  bank  of  earth  and  gravel, 
upon  the  ground  that  he  did  not  supply  the  foreman  with  explosives 
for  the  removal  of  ledges,  where  it  is  not  shown  that  there  was  any 

1.  Trainer  v.  Sphalerite  Uin.  Co.,  Cas.  1099. 

243  Mo.  359,  148  S.  W.  70,  Ann.  Cas.  3.  Siegel  v.  Detroit,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  160 
1913C  949  and  note.  Mich.  270,  126  N.  W.  6, 19  Ann.  Cas 

2.  Notes:  98  A.  S.  R.  300;  19  Ann.  1095. 
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demand  for  explosives,  or  that  they  were  deemed  by  the  foreman 
to  be  necessary,  or  that  the  means  at  hand  were  inel^ectual  for  the 
purpose.*  The  master  is  required  to  furnish  not  only  safe  explosives, 
but  safe  appliances  to  be  used  in  connection  with  the  explosives ;  ^ 
and  he  may  be  liable  for  injuries  resulting  from  the  explosion  of  a 
substance  which  was  not  intended  as  an  explosive  if  the  explosion  is 
due  to  a  defective  appliance.  Thus,  where  in  an  action  by  a  servant 
against  his  master  for  injuries  sustained  by  the  eicplosion  of  a  steam 
boiler,  it  appeals  that  the  statute  required  a  fusible  safety  plug  on 
the  boiler,  and  it  was  proved  that  it  was  not  furnished  with  such  a 
plug,  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  recover;  and  in  such  case  there  is  no 
error  in  excluding  evidence  of  a  custom  among  engineers  not  to  use 
guch  a  plug,  or  in  refusing  to  instruct  the  jury  that  the  defendant 
is  not  liable  if  he  used  all  the  appliances  ordinarily  used  on  boilers 
for  safety,  but  did  not  use  such  plug.* 

50.  Master's  Duty  to  Warn  Servant  of  Danger. — Stated  generally, 
the  duty  of  a  master  to  warn  and  instruct  his  employees  arises  when 
the  existence  of  danger  is,  or  should  be,  in  the  exercise  of  reasonable 
care,  known  to  him,  and  the  existence  of  such  danger  is  either 
unknown  to  them,  or  is  not  discoverable  by  them,  in  the  exercise  of 
reasonable  care,  or  when  the  danger  is  such  in  character  as  not  to  he 
properly  appreciated  by  them  by  reason  of  their  lack  of  experience, 
their  youth,  or  general  incompetency  or  ignorance.'  This  rule 
applies  with  respect  to  a  workman  who  is  engaged  in  blasting  or 
in  handling  explosives.*  It  is  gross  negligence  to  introduce  the  use 
of  a  new  and  highly  dangerous  explosive  without  warning  a  servant 
of  its  properties  and  the  mode  of  use,  as,  for  example,  where  giant 
powder  is  substituted  for  ordinary  blasting  powder;  and  this  is  the 
rule  irrespective  of  the  master's  knowledge  or  want  of  knowledge  of 
its  dangerous  properties.'  The  master's  duty  to  warn  an  inexperi- 
enced servant  of  the  dangers  inherent  in  the  work  of  blasting  cannot 
be  delegated,  so  as  to  relieve  the  former  from  liability  for  a  breach 
thereof.*"  But  where  the  danger  of  blasting  with  a  particular  explos- 
ive or  in  a  particular  manner  is  obvious,  the  servant  is,  it  seems,  not 
entitled  to  right  to  warning.*'   That  an  explosion  will  result  from 

4.  Russell  V.  Lehigh  Valley  R.  Co.,     Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  959. 

188  N.  Y.  344,  81  N.  E.  122, 19  L.R^.  9.  Smith  v.  Oxford  Iron  Co.,  42  N. 

(N.S.)  344.  J.  L.  467,  36  Am.  Rep.  535. 

5.  Notes:  54  L.R.A.  69;  27  L.R.A.  Notes:  19  LJt.A.(N.S.)  997;  Ara. 
(N.S.)  982,  983;  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  958.  Cas.  19130  955  et  seq. 

6.  Cayzer  v.  Taylor,  10  Gray  10.  Note:  19  L.R.A.(N.S.)  999.  See 
(Mhss.)  274,  69  Am.  Dec.  317.  also  supra,  par.  48, 

7.  See  Master  and  Servant.  11.  Hardy  v.  Chic^,  etc,  R.  Co., 

8.  Hardy  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  139  la.  314,  115  N.  W.  8,  19  L.R.A. 
139  la.  314,  115  N.  W.  8,  19  L.R.A.  (N.S.)  997  and  note. 

(N.S.)  997  and  note. 


Digitized  by 


n  51,  52 


EXPLOSIONS  AND  EXPLOSIVES 


n  E.  c.  u 


the  contact  of  molten  metal  with  water,  ice,  or  snow  is  a  well-recog- 
nized scientific  fact,  and  the  courts  gencorally  agree  in  holding  that  it 
is  the  duty  of  a  master,  whose  business  involves  the  handling 
molten  metal,  to  warn  the  servant  of  such  dangers.  Accordingly,  a 
manufacturer  whose  plan  of  operations  includes  the  drawing  of 
molten  enamel  into  water  is  bound  to  instruct  his  employees  as  to  the 
scientific  fact  that  the  use  of  too  small  a  quantity  of  water  is  likely  to 
result  in  an  explosion.  The  failure  to  warn  the  servant  may  not 
give  rise  to  a  cause  of  action  if  the  latter  is  aware  of  the  danger. 
Tlowever,  a  workman  employed  in  making  enamel,  which  requires 
the  drawing  of  the  molten  enamel  from  the  melting  pot  into  water, 
is  not  presumed,  as  matter  of  law,  to  have  the  scientific  knowledge 
that  the  use  of  too  small  a  quantity  of  water  will  be  likely  to  result 
in  an  explosion.^*  The  tightening  up  of  the  nuts  on  the  generator  of 
1  refrigerating  machine  without  reducing  the  pressure,  when  there  is 
an  ammonia  pressure  of  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  which 
is  increasing,  is  a  dangerous  work,  at  which  a  carpent^  employed  as  a 
general  laborer  or  handy  man,  but  unfamiliar  witli  cmd  uninstructed 
as  to  the  danger  or  the  mode  of  operation  necessary  to  preserve  an 
equal  strain  on  all  parts  of  the  generator,  cannot  be  set  without  render^ 
ing  the  employer  liable  to  him  for  injury  resulting  from  an  explosion 
caused  by  bis  lack  of  skill.*' 

51.  Employment  of  Minor  to  Handle  Explosives. — The  employ- 
ment of  a  young  and  inexperienced  person  to  handle  high  explosives 
is  no  doubt  a  negligent  aet  However,  this  is  not  so  clear  where  the 
substance  handled  is  not  intended  to  explode,  although  it  may  do  so 
if  handled  carel^ly.  In  such  case  Uie  matter  seems  to  depend 
largely  upon  whether  the  probability  of  an  explosion  is  imminent  or 
remote,  or  whether  the  danger  is  great  or  slight.  The  conclusion 
has  been  reached  that  the  work  of  placing  labels  on  bottles  filled  with 
carbonated  beverages  is  not  inherently  dangerous,  although  the  bottles 
are  liable  to  explode  if  carelessly  handled,  and  that  therefore  it  is 
not  negligence  to  set  a  minor  at  such  work.  Even  in  such  case  the 
master's  duty  would  seem  to  be  to  use  the  necessary  safety  appliances, 
and,  if  there  are  any  latent  dangers,  to  warn  the  servant  thereof.** 

52.  Evidence  of  Negligence  of  Master  or  of  Cause  of  Injury' — 
It  has  already  been  pointed  out  that  there  is  difference  of  opinion  as 
to  whether  the  happening  of  an  explosion  gives  rise  to  a  presumptiob 

IS.  Adams  v.  Grand  Rapids  Refrig-  14.  Herbert  v.  Pariiam,  86  R.  G. 

erator  Co.,  160  Mich.  690,  125  N.  W.  352,  68  S.  E.  564,  35  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

724,  136  A.  S.  R.  454,  19  Ann.  Gas.  239  and  note. 

1162,  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  963  and  note.  As  to  the  employment  of  miiuMni 

13.  Ryan  t.  Los  Angeles  Ice,  etc.,  generally,  and  the  maat^a  liability 

Co.,  112  CaL  244,  44  Pae.  471,  32  in  referenee  thereto,  ne  MASm  ahd 

LJI.A.  524.  Sebvant. 

696 


Digitized  by  Google 


U  S.  C.  L. 


EXPLOSIONS  AND  EXPLOSIVES 


of  n^^gence.^*  Although  some  courts  seem  to  make  a  disti&ntion 
between  an  explosion  which  injures  a  stranger  and  an  ezplotdon 
which  injures  a  servant,**  the  rule  on  the  subject  of  presumptions 
prevailing  in  a  particular  jurisdiction  should,  it  seems,  govern  the 
case  where  a  servant  ia  injured  by  an  explosion.  The  contusion  has 
been  reached  that  the  mere  premature  explosion  of  a  torpedo  does  not 
raise  a  presumption  of  negligence  on  the  master's  part,"  and  that 
the  fact  of  an  explosion  in  a  coal  mine  is  not  prima  facie  evidence  of 
actionable  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  owner  or  operator  of  the 
mine,  the  rule  of  res  ipsa  loquitur  being  inapplicable.**  However 
that  may  be,  the  circumstances  attending  the  explosion  may  warrant 
the  inference  that  the  master  was  negligent  Thus  the  explosion 
of  the  generator  of  a  refrigerating  machine  a  minute  or  two  after 
tightening  nuts  to  stop  a  leak,  under  an  ammonia  pressure  much  less 
than  that  which  had  been  sustained  the  day  before,  is  not  necessarily 
the  result  of  an  unforeseen  and  unaccountable  cause  not  chargeable 
to  any  negligence,  when  the  nuts  were  tightened  by  inexperienced 
men,  and  the  equally  of  the  strain  upon  the  parts  may  have  been 
distributed  in  tightening  them.*'  It'has  been  held  that  the  absence 
of  direct  evidence  as  to  the  cause  of  the  death  of  an  employee  whose 
body  was  found  near  a  building  in  which  dynamite  had  been  stored 
will  not  prevent  a  finding  by  the  jury  that  it  was  caused  by  an  explo- 
sion of  dynamite  by  a  lightning  stroke,  if  known  facts  point  to 
that  inference.** 

53.  Fellow  Servant  Doctrine. — The  fellow  servant  doctrine  is  some- 
times available  as  a  bar  to  an  action  by  a  servant  against  his  master 
to  recover  for  injuries  resulting  from  an  explosion.*  The  rule  is 
declared  that  an  employee  engaged  in  blasting  is  not  necessarily  a 
fellow  servant  of  his  coemployees.  And  so  an  employee  engaged  in 
removing  earth  for  the  foundation  of  a  building  is  not  a  fellow  serv- 
ant of  an  expert  employed  for  a  short  time  to  break  up  frozen  ground 
by  blasting,  where  the  employee  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  placing, 
packing,  or  discharging  of  the  explosives,  except  to  drill  th*  holes  to 
contain  them.*   In  the  greater  number  of  cases,  however,  persons 

16.  See  sapra,  par.  23.  L.R.A.  624. 

16.  Levendask?  v.  Empire  Rubber  20.  Brown  v.  West  Riverside  Coa! 
Mfg.  Co.,  84  N.  J.  L.  698,  87  Atl.  338,  Co.,  143  la.  662,  120  N.  W.  732,  28 
Ann.  Cbs.  m4D  960  (explosion  of  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1260. 

vnleanizer).  1-  Dickinson  v.  Stuart  CoUieiy  Co., 

17.  Siegel  t.  Detroit,  ete.,  B.  Co.,  71  W.  Va.  325, 76  S.  E.  654,  43  LJI.A. 
160  Mich.  270,  126  N.  W.  6,  19  Ann.  (N.S.)  336. 

Cas.  1095.  .Note:  54  L.R.A.  117, 132.  See  gen- 

18.  Diddnaon  v.   Stnart   Colliery  erally,  Master  and  Servant. 

Oo.,  71  W.  Va.  326,  76  S.  E.  654,  43  2.  Rankel  v.  Buckstaff- Edwards  Co., 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  335.  138  Wis.  442,  120  N.  W.  269,  20 

19.  Ryan  v.  Los  Angeles  lee,  etc.,  LJtJL(N.S.)  1180. 
r,,.,  112  Cal.  244,  44  Pae.  471»  32 
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engaged  as  common  laborers  in  the  work  of  excavation  have  been 
held  to  be  fellow  servants  of  other  employees  engaged  in  blasting;* 
and  where  the  blaster  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  fellow  servant,  he  neve^ 

theless  owes  a  duty  to  hia  fellow  employees,  and  may  be  liable  for 
injuries  sustained  by  them  through  his  negligence.*  Besides,  the 
master  is  liable  if  he  negligently  employs  an  incompetent  blaster, 
but  not  if  he  has  exercised  reasonable  care  and  diligence  in  this 
respect*  If  a  master  uses  a  dangerous  explosive  without  the  safe- 
guards which  science  and  experience  suggest,  or  the  positive  rules  of 
law  require,  he  is  to  be  responsible  for  an  injury  resulting  from  such 
use,  even  though  the  negligence  of  one  of  his  servants  may  have  con- 
tributed to  the  result,  or  even  though  a  pofflible  vigilance  of  the  serv- 
ant might  have  prevented  the  injury.'  If  it  is  a  negligent  act  to 
furnish  an  employee  with  unsafe  explosives,  the  master  cannot 
exempt  himself  from  liability  by  referring  the  matter  to  an  agent' 
The  same  rule  applies  to  the  storing  of  high  explosives  near  thfr 
working  place.^  There  is  some  difference  of  opinion  as  to  whether  an 
employee  charged  with  the  duty  of  warning  servants  of  the  existence 
of  unexploded  charges  is  a  vice  ■principal  or  a  fellow  servant  Some 
of  the  authorities  have  reached  the  conclusion  that  as  these  duties  of 
inspection  and  warning  are  the  personal  duties  of  the  master,  any 
employee  upon  whom  they  are  imposed  is  a  vice  principal,  and  not 
a  mere  servant.  In  other  cases,  however,  the  rule  is  asserted  that 
a  servant  charged  with  the  duty  of  examining  a  place  after  a  blast  ia 
not  performing  a  non-delegable  duty  of  the  master,  but  is  a  mere 
fellow  servant  of  the  other  workmen.* 

54.  Assumption  of  Risk. — A  servant  assumes  the  risks  and  dan- 
gers ordinarily  incident  to  his  employment,  if  they  are  so  obvious  that 
he  is  presumed  to  know  of  their  existence,  and  the  master  is  not 
required  to  warn  a  servant  of  ordinary  intelligence,  knowledge,  and 
experience,  of  such  dangers.  But  from  the  rule  that  an  employee 
assumes  all  the  dangers  inherent  in  the  work,  and  that  are  ordinarily 
incident  thereto,  it  does  not  follow  that  he  assumes  the  risk  of  his 
employer's  negligence.  In  fact,  the  rule  prevailing  in  many  juris- 
dictions is  that  a  servant  never  assumes  such  risk.  However,  in  some 
jurisdictions  the  rule  is  that  a  servant  ordinarily  assumes  the  risk 

J.  Citrone  v.  O'Rourke  En^neering  (N.S.)  1180. 
Const.  Co.,  188  N.  Y.  339,  80  N.  E.      6.  Cayzer    v.    Taylor,    10  Gray 

1092, 19  L.R.A.(N.S.)  340.  (Mass.)  274,  69  Am.  Dee.  317. 

Notes:  54  L.R.A.  133;  20  L.R.A.      7.  Smith  v.  Oxford  Iron  Co.,  42 

(N.S.)  1181.  N.  J.  L.  467,  36  Am.  Rep.  535. 

4.  Hare  v.  Mclntire,  82  SCe.  240,  8.  Tissue  v.  Baltimore  &  0.  R.  Co., 
19  At!.  453,  17  A.  S.  R.  476,  8  L.R.A.  112  Pa.  St  91, 3  Atl.  667,  66  Am.  Re& 
450.  310. 

5.  Rankel  v.  Buckstaff-Edwards  Co.,  9.  Notes:  64  L.RA.  161;  48  L.R.A 
138  Wis.  442, 120  N.  W.  269,  20  hJRJL.  (N.S.)  933,  934. 
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of  open  and  obvious  dangeira,  whether  they  arise  from  the  nature  of 
the  business,  the  particular  manner  in  which  it  is  conducted,  or  the 
use  of  defective  or  unsafe  appliances.*"  Under  this  rule  it  has  been 
decided  tliat  an  experienced  blaster  assumes  the  risk  of  premature 
explosions  from  the  use  of  steel  gauge  tools  in  loading  tlie  blasts, 
which  are  likely  to  cause  sparks  by  friction  with  rock,  and  that  the 
f;ict  that  one  gains  his  knowled.ii;e  of  the  process  and  dangers  of 
blasting,  merely  by  working  at  such  trade,  rather  than  by  instruction, 
does  not  entitle  him  to  avoid  the  obligations  imposed  by  the  doc- 
trine of  assumption  of  risk  with  respect  to  dangers  arisins;  from  the 
use  of  steel  tools  in  loading  the  blaste.**  There  is  some  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  whether  the  risk  of  injury  from  unexploded  charges 
loft  after  a  blast  is  an  ordinary  risk  of  the  service.**  The  servant 
does  not  of  course  assume  the  risk  of  unusual  and  unknown  con- 
ditions. In  this  regard  it  has  been  held  that  leaving  protruding 
mapses  after  the  firing  of  a  blast,  on  a  clay  bank  which  employees  are 
engaged  in  excavating,  and  from  which  the  loosened  clay  is  custom- 
arily removed,  may  be  an  "unusual  condition,"  the  danger  from 
which  eiTipIoyees  working  below  them  do  not  assume.*'  And  a  serv- 
ant engaged  in  removing  earth  for  the  foundation  of  a  building 
does  not  assume  the  risk  of  injury  from  unexploded  dynamite  used 
in  breaking  up  a  frozen  crust,  where  he  had  no  reason  to  appre- 
hend that  explosives  would  be  left  in  the  earth  which  he  was  required 
to  remove,  and  which  he  had  been  led  to  believe  was  safe.**  A  serv- 
ant has  a  right  to  expect  that  the  precaution  against  explosions  which 
the  master  had  provided  for  the  security  of  the  workmen  should  be 
carefully  obser\'ed,  and  does  not  assume  the  risk  of  a  negligent 
observance. *^  The  question  of  the  assumption  of  risk  on  the  part 
of  an  employee  is  for  the  jury.** 

55.  Contributory  Negligence  of  Servant. — An  employee  who,  with 
knowledge  of  the  danger,  uses  an  explosive  which  he  knows  to  be  in 
a  defective  condition,  or  who  does  not  exercise  ordinary  care  in 
working  with  the  explosives,  may  be  barred  from  recovering  on  the 
ground  of  contributory  ncgligeiice;  *'  and  the  question  whether  one  is 

10.  See  Master  and  Servant.  61  N.  J.  L.  253,  39  Atl.  7C4,  39  L.R.A. 

11.  lirotzki   V.   Wisconsin   Granite  834. 

Co.,  142  Wis.  380,  125  N.  W.  916,  27  16.  Brown  v.  West  Riverside  Coal 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  982.  Co.,  143  Ta.  662,  120  N.  W.  732,  28 

12.  Notes:  19  L.R.A.{N.S.)  3(31;  48  L.R.A.fN.S.)  1260;  Jobe  v.  Spoknne 
L.R.A.{N.S.)  933.  Gas  &  Fuel  Co.,  73  Wash.  1, 131  Pae. 

13.  Fn^derieks  v.  Ft.  Dodge  Brick  235.  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  931. 

&  Tile  Co..  151  la.  637.  131  N.  W.  17.  Mize  v.  Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co., 

766.  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  025.  127  Ky.  496, 105  S.  W.  908, 16  LR.A. 

14.  Rankel  v.  Buckstaff-Edwards  fN.S.)  1084;  Trainer  v.  Sphalerite 
Co.,  138  Wia.  442,  120  N.  W.  2G9,  20  Min.  Co.,  243  Mo.  359,  148  S.  W.  70, 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  1180.  Ann.  Caa.  1913C  949. 

16.  Belleville  Stone  Co.  v.  Mooney, 
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guilty  of  contributoiy  negligence  is  in  such  cases,  as  in  cases  gener- 
ally involving  the  issue,  one  of  fact  for  the  jury.^^  Where  there  an 
no  witnesses  of  the  accident,  the  presumption  of  care  on  the  part  of 
a  servant  killed  by  an  explosion  through  the  alleged  negligence  of 
his  master  is  sufficient  to  take  to  the  jury  the  question  of  the  absence 
of  contributory  negligence  on  his  part,  in  the  absence  of  clear  and 
unmistakable  proof  to  the  contrary.'* 

56.  Liability  of  Master  to  Third  Persons. — The  general  rule  that 
to  render  a  master  liable  to  third  persons  for  the  acts  of  his  servant^ 
the  latter  must  have  been  acting  within  the  scope  of  his  employ* 
ment,  has  been  frequently  applied  in  cases  in  which  third  persons 
have  been  injured  by  explosives.*'  An  owner  must  be  held  to  have 
taken  upon  himself  the  risk  of  errors  of  judgment  on  the  part  of 
his  servants,  and  of  mistakes  in  the  exercise  of  the  discretion  con- 
fided to  them,  and  to  be  liable  for  their  misjudgment  and  abuse  of 
discretion  in  tiie  use  of  dangerous  explosives.^ 

Sale  of  Explosives 

57.  In  General. — In  the  absence  of  statutory  provisions  govern- 
ing the  subject,  the  mere  sale  of  explosives  to  a  competent  peraon 
does  not  impose  on  the  seller  liability  for  injuries  resulting  from  the 
negligent  or  improper  use  of  the  explosives  by  the  purchaser  or  by 
third  persons*  A  manufacturer  of  or  dealer  in  articles  having  a 
tendency  to  explode  is,  however,  liable  for  negligence  in  the  manu- 
facture or  sale  thereof  or  for  fraudulently  representing  such  articles 
to  be  safe  for  use.  In  some  jurisdictions  the  seller  is,  moreover,  liable 
for  negligent  misrepresentations  as  to  the  safety  of  such  articles.* 
The  sale  of  explosives  in  violation  of  statute  is  in  most  jurisdictions 
treated  as  negligence  per  se ;  *  and  where  the  seller  of  explosives  is 
at  fault,  he  is  liable  for  the  natural  and  probable  consequences  of  his 
act.'  As  explosives  are  intrinsically  dangerous  to  human  life,  the 
seller's  liability  is  not  limited  to  injuries  sustained  by  the  purchaser, 

18.  Jobe  v.  Spokane  Qaa  &  Fael  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  1103.  See 
Co.,  73  Wash.  1,  131  Pac.  236,  48  generaUv.  Master  and  Servant. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  931.    See  also  snpxB,  2.  Wyllie  v.  Palmer,  137  N.  T.  248, 
par.  47;  and  see  generally,  Negli-  33  N.  E.  381,  19  L.R.A.  285. 
GENCB.  3.  See  infra,  par.  58  et  seq. 

19.  Brown  v.  We8t  Riverside  Coal  4.  Binford  v.  Johnston,  82  Ind.  426, 
Co.,  143  la.  662,  120  N.  W.  732,  28  42  Am.  Rep.  508;  Peterson  v.  Stan- 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  1260.  dard  Oil  Co.,  55  Ore.  511,  106  Pac. 

20.  Birmingham  Water-WorkB  Co.  337,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  625;  Pizzo 

V.  Hubbard,  86  Ala.  179,  4  So.  607,  7  Wiemann,  149  Wis.  235.  134  N.  W. 

A.  S.  R.  35.  899,  Ann.  Caa.  1913C  803,  38  L.R.A. 

Note:  10  LJl.A.(N.S.)  397.  (N.S.)  678. 

1.  Harriman  v.  Pittsburgh,  etc.,  R.     6.  Carters  v.  Town&  98  Uaaa.  607. 

Co..  45  Ohio  St.  U.  12  N.  E.  451,  4  96  Am.  Dee.  682. 
A.  S.  R.  507. 
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but  extends  to  injuries  sustained  by  third  persons.*  His  liability  is  i 
not  based  on  a  contractual  relation,  but  upon  the  duty  of  the  vendor  | 
of  an  article  dangerous  in  its  nature,  or  likely  to  become  so  in  the  : 
course  of  the  ordinary  usage  to  be  contemplated  by  the  vendor,  i 
either  to  exercise  due  care  to  warn  users  of  the  danger,  or  to  take  ' 
reasonable  care  to  prevent  the  article  sold  from  proving  dangerous  . 
when  subjected  only  to  customary  usage.^   There  is  some  difiference  \ 
of  opinion  as  to  whether  illuminating  oil  is  a  dangerous  explosi^ 
within  the  rule  imposing  liability  on  the  seller  for  injuries  to  per- 
sons other  than  the  purdiaser.   But  the  better  opinion  seems  to  be 
that  oil  having  a  tendency  to  explode  is  a  dangerous  agency.*  In 
case  the  seller  fraudulently  misrepresents  the  nature  or  quality  of 
the  explosive  or  sells  it  with  a  wilful  intent  to  injure  another,  con- 
tributory negligence  is  not  a  defense;  but  where  tlie  liability  is 
grounded  on  the  seller's  negligence,  contributory  negligence  is  a 
defense.'   For  instance,  if,  in  an  action  for  injuries  from  the  explo- 
sion of  a  chemical  sold  by  the  defendant,  there  is  evidence  that  prior 
to  the  accident  the  plaintiff  had  been  drinking,  the  juiy  msiy  be 
instructed  that  if  in  consequence  thereof  he  was  prevented  from  using 
his  senses,  and  was  injured  on  that  account,  he  cannot  recover.** 
Contributory  negligence  may  be  a  defense  even  where  an  explosive  is 
sold  in  violation  of  statute,'*  unless  the  statute  was  designed  to 
impose  liability  irrespective  of  the  conduct  of  the  person  injured 
thereby.** 

58.  Sale  of  Defective  Article. — A  manufacturer  of  explosives  may 
become  liable  for  damages  resulting  from  the  use  of  defective  materi- 
als or  for  want  of  proper  care  and  skill  in  the  manufacture.*'  This 
rule  applies  even  to  articles, which,  though  not  intended  to  explode, 
may  explode  if  proper  precautions  are  not  taken  by  the  manufacturer. 
Illustrations  of  this  statement  are  furnished  by  cases  dealing  with 
the  explosion  of  bottled  liquors.  Thus  it  has  been  decided  that  the 
question  of  the  negligence  of  the  bottler  of  aerated  water,  a  bottle  of 
which  exploded  to  the  injury  of  a  servant  of  a  customer,  is  for  the  ■ 

0.  Weiser  v.  Holzman,  33  Wash.  87,  69  Atl.  120,  124  A.  S.  R.  079,  20 

73  Poc.  797,  09  A.  8.  R.  032.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  236;  Morrison  v.  Lee, 

Notes:  100  A.  S.  R.  104  et  seq.;  lU  16  N.  D.  377,  113  N.  W.  1025,  13 

A.  8.  R.  717.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  650. 

7.  Toigesen  t.  Schnlts,  102  N.  T.  10.  Conrad  v.  Graham,  64  Wash. 
156,  84  N.  E.  956,  127  A.  S.  R.  804,  641,  103  Pae.  1122, 132  A.  S.  R.  1137. 
18L.R.A.(N.S.)  726.  U.  Morrison  v.  Lee,  22  N.  D.  251, 

8.  Peterson  r.  Standard  OU  Co.,  55  133  N.  W.  548,  38  L,R.A.(N.S.)  412. 
Ore.  611,  106  Pac  337,  Ann.  Cas.  12.  Pizzo  v.  Wiemann,  149  Wis.  235, 
igi2A  625.  134  N.  W.  899,  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  80a 

Notes:  100  A.  S.  B.  197;  lU  A.  S.  38  L.R.A.(N.8.)  678. 

E.  716.  13.  Wyllie  v.  Palmer,  137  N.  T.  248. 

9.  Cnnnineham   t.   C.   R.   Pense  33  N.  E.  381, 19  L.R.A.  285. 
Honse  Fnmuhing  Co.,  74  N.  H.  436, 
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jury  in  an  action  by  the  servant  to  hold  the  bottler  liable  for  the 
injury,  where  circulars  sent  out  by  the  bottler  indicated  his  knowledge 

of  the  liability  of  bottles  to  explode,  and  the  evidence  tended  to  show 
that  tests  applied  by  him  to  bottles  sent  out  were  not  adequate  to 
justify  the  conclusion  that  they  would  not  burst  under  customary 
usage,  with  the  knowledge  of  which  he  might  reasonably  be  charge- 
able.'* It  has  likewise  been  decided  that  though  the  unexpected  explo- 
sion of  a  single  bottle  of  a  particular  liquid  is  not  of  itself  sufficient  to 
take  the  case  to  the  jury  on  the  question  of  the  vendor's  negligence,  a 
nonsuit  should  not  be  granted  where  there  is  evidence  to  show  that 
bottles  of  the  liquid  had  frequently  exploded  prior  to  the  injury  to 
the  plaintiff.'*  If  the  testimony  for  the  plaintiff  tends  to  show  that 
the  explosion  could  not  have  occurred  if  the  bottle  had  been  charged 
in  the  usual  way,  and  the  testimony  of  the  defendant  is  that  it  was  so 
charged  and  that  the  explosion  might  have  been  otherwise  caused, 
the  issue  of  the  defendant's  negligence  should  be  submitted  to  the 
jury.  However,  where  it  appears  that  the  article  under  ordinary 
conditions  of  manufacture  is  a  harmless  article  of  commerce,  a  manu- 
facturer thereof  is  not  liable  to  a  person  to  whom  he  sustains  no  con- 
tractual relation  for  injuries  sustained  by  an  explosion  thereof, 
unless  there  is  evidence  from  which  the  inference  can  be  drawn 
that  the  manufacturer  had  knowledge  of  some  defect  in  the  manu- 
facture of  the  article."  There  is  authority  to  the  effect  that  the 
manufacturer  of  a  steam  boiler  is  answerable  only  to  his  employer 
for  any  want  of  care  or  skill  in  the  construction  thereof.  After  the 
boiler  has  been  completed  and  accepted  by  the  employer,  who  has 
the  exclusive  ownership,  management  and  conduct  of  it,  the  manu- 
facturer is  not  liable  for  injuries  done  to  a  third  person  by  an  explo- 
sion occurring  in  consequence  of  the  defective  construction  of  the 


59.  Manufacturer's  Duty  to  Give  Notice  of  Danger. — The  author- 
ities are  practically  agreed  that  when  a  manufacturer  puts  on  the 
market  for  use  without  notice  of  ite  dangerous  quality  an  article  that 

is  imminently  or  inherently  dangerous,  he  will  be  liable  in  damages 
to  any  person  who  while  himself  in  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care 
suffers  injury  as  a  result  of  the  dangerous  quality  of  the  article;  and 
as  a  rule,  the  manufacturer  will  be  charged  with  notice  of  the  quality 
of  the  article  that  he  himself  has  made,  and  cannot  excuse  himself 
upon  the  ground  that  he  did  not  know  its  dangerous  qualities.**  If 

14.  Torgesen  v.  Schultz,  192  N.  T.  Ann.  Gas.  177,  68  L.RX  342.  See 
156,  84  N.  E.  956,  127  A.  S.  R.  894,  also  infra,  par.  59. 


15.  Dail  V.  Taylor,  151  N.  C.  284,  10  Am.  Rep.  638. 
66  S.  E.  135,  28  L.R.A.(N.S.)  949.  18.  Peaslee-Ganlbert  Co.  v.  Melfath, 

16.  O'Neal  T.  James,  138  Kich.  567,  148  Ky.  265, 146  S.  W.  770,  Ann.  Caa. 
101  N.  W.  828,  110  A.  8.  R.  321,  S  191SE  392  and  note,  38  I<.R.A.(NJ8.) 
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17.  Losee  v.  Clute,  Bl  N.  T.  494, 
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a  manufacturer  is  justly  chargeable  with  knowingly  making  and 
putting  upon  the  market  a  hi^Iy  dangerous  article,  which  did  not 
contain  intrinsic  evidence  of  its  dangerous  character,  without  notice 
by  label'  or  otherwise,  he  fails  in  his  duty  to  such  persons  as  may 
purchase  it,  and  any  person  injured  by  it  may  have  a  <»use  of  action 
against  him,  although  purchasing  it  from  a  third  party  or  retailer." 
^The  fact  that  such  person  did  so  buy  it  would  be  no  defense  to  the  man- 
lufacturer,  even  if  the  retailer  had  full  knowledge  of  the  dangerous 
nature  of  the  article  and  sold  it  without  warning.  In  such  a  case,  it 
;bas  been  held,  an  action  would  lie  against  both  jointly,  or  separate 
factions  might  be  brought.***  Notice  to  a  manufacturer  of  illuminate 
ing  oil  to  appear  and  defend  an  action  by  a  consumer  against  a 
retailer  for  injuries  due  to  an  explosion  of  the  oil  will  not  render  a 
judgment  against  the  retailer  binding  on  the  manufacturer,  if  neg- 
ligence was  alleged  against  the  retailer  which  might  render  him  liable 
for  the  injuiy  independently  of  any  wrong  on  the  part  of  the  manu- 
facturer.' 

60.  Dealer's  Duty  to  Give  Notice  of  Danger. — ^With  respect  to  the 

duty  to  give  notice  of  the  danger  there  is  a  difference  between  the 
liability  of  a  manufacturer  of  explosives  and  the  liability  of  a 
dealer.  But  no  difference  in  respect  to  liability  can  be  made 
between  the  wholesale  dealer  and  the  retail  dealer,  or  between 
the  merchant  who  buys  from  the  manufacturer  and  the  merchant 
who  sells  directly  to  the  consumer.  If  a  dealer  or  merchant, 
whether  he  is  a  wholesale  dealer  or  a  retail  dealer,  or  the  original 
purchaser  of  the  article,  or  the  person  who  makes  the  sale  to  the  con- 
sumer, knows  that  the  article  is  inherently  or  imminently  dangerous 
in  the  use  for  which  it  is  intended,  because  of  its  inflammable  or 
explosive  qualities,  it  is  his  duty  to  label  or  mark  the  package  con- 
taining the  article  in  such  a  way  as  to  indicate  its  dangerous  contents. 
But  the  dealer  who  purchases  and  sells  an  article  in  common  and 
general  use,  in  the  usual  course  of  business,  without  knowledge  of  its 
tendency  to  explode,  is  not  under  a  duty  to  exercise  ordinary  care 
to  discover  whether  it  is  dangerous  or  not  A  merchant  or  dealer 
can  be  made  responsible  in  damages  to  a  party  who  has  no  contractual 
relations  with  him  only  when  the  article  is  imminently  or  inherently 

465;  Cunningham  v.CR.  Pease  House  1913D  1055,  39  L.R.A.(N.S.)  901; 

Puraishing  Co.,  74  N.  H,  435,  69  Weiser  v.  Holzman,  33  Wash.  87,  73 

Atl.  120,  124  A.  S.  R.  979,  20  hStJL  Pao.  797,  99  A.  S.  R.  932.   See  also 

(N.S.)  236.  supra,  par.  58. 

19.  Wolcho  V.  RoBenblnth,  81  Conn.  20.  Clement  v.  Crosby,  148  Mich. 

858,  71  Atl.  566, 21  L.K.A.(N.S.)  571;  293,  111  N.  W.  745, 12  Ann.  Cas.  265, 

Clement  v.  Crosby,  148  Mich.  293,  111  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  588. 

N.  W.  746. 12  Ann.  Cas.  265, 10  L.R.A.  1.  Pfarr  v.  Standard  Oil  Co.,  165 

(N.S.)  588;  Mines  v.  Crosby,  169  la.  657,  146  N.  W.  851,  LJt.AJ915C 

Mieh.  210.  13S  K.  W.  96,  Ann.  Cas.  336. 
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dangerous  in  the  ordinary  use  for  which  it  is  intended  or  the  use  to 
which  it  may  reasonably  be  expected  the  article  will  be  put  or  applied* 
and  when,  with  knowledge  of  this  fact,  he  sells  or  puts  it  on  the 
market  without  giving  notice  to  the  purchaser  of  its  diangerous  qual- 
ity, or  when  he  represents  the  thing  as  being  safe  for  the  use 
intended,  when  in  fact  it  is  not.*  Especially  is  this  the  rule  if  the 
dealer  induces  the  purchaser  to  buy  another  explosive  than  that  asked 
for,  or  one  of  a  different  and  more  dangerous  type,  and  with  the 
properties  or  use  of  which  the  purchaser  may  not  be  familiar.* 
But  a  dealer  is  not  guilty  of  negligence  in  every  instance  where  he 
does  not  explain  the  properties  of  an  explosive  substance,  nor  the 
dangers  of  improperly  using  it.  The  rule  applies  more  especially  to 
new  or  dangerous  substances  with  the  qualities  of  which  the  general 
public  is  not  acquainted.*  In  an  action  to  recover  damages  for  per- 
sonal injuries  caused  by  an  explosion  alleged  to  be  due  to  the  defend* 
ant's  negligent  act  in  selling  the  plaintiff  an  article  such  as  kerosene 
containing  a  mixture  of  gasoline,  contributory  negligence  is  a  defense, 
where  it  is  not  claimed  that  the  sale  was  made  with  wilful  intent  to 
injure  the  plaintiff.' 

61.  Sales  to  Children.— The  common  law  both  of  England  and 
America  requires  of  him  who  deals  in  dangerous  explosives  to  refrain 
from  placing  them  in  the  hands  of  children  of  tender  age.  If  the 
child  is  too  young  to  know  the  character  of  the  thing  sold  him,  it  is 
the  business  of  the  dealer  to  refuse  to  sell  him  articles  likely  to  put 
in  jeopardy  his  own  or  some  other  person's  life.  Where  such  sales 
ore  made  in  violation  of  the  law  the  seller  is  liable  for  the  conse- 
quences naturally  and  proximately  resulting  from  his  unlawful  act;  • 
and  similarly,  a  wholesaler  who,  contrary  to  the  prohibition  of  the 
statute,  sells  retailers  toy  pistols  for  resale,  is  liable  for  injury  by  one 
of  the  toys  to  a  person  who  purchases  it  from  the  retailer.^  The 
fact  that  the  seller  was  licensed  to  sell  gunpowder  is  not  a  defense.* 

2.  Peaslee-Gaulbert  Co.  v.  McMath,  4.  Gibson  v.  Torbert,  115  la.  163, 
148  Ky.  265,  140  S.  W.  770,  Ann.  Cas.  88  N.  W.  443,  91  A.  S.  R.  147,  56 

1913E   392,   39   L.R.A.(N.S.)    465;  L.R.A.  98. 

Clement  v.  Rommeck,  149  Mich.  595,  5.  Morrison  v.  Lee,  16  N.  .D.  377, 

113  N.  W.  286,  119  A.  S.  R.  695,  13  113  N.  W.  1025,  13  L.R.A.(N.S.)  650. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  382  and  note.  See  supra,  par.  25,  as  to  etmtribntoiy 

Notes:  5  Ann.  Cas.  181;  12  Ann.  negligence. 

Cas.  267.  6.  Binford  v.  Johnston,  82  Ind.  426, 

3.  Smith  V.  Clarke  Hardware  Co.,  42  Am.  Rep.  508;  Carter  v.  Towne,  98 
100  Ga.  163,  28  S.  E.  73,  39  L.R.A.  Mass.  567,  96  Am.  Dec.  682. 

607.   But  see  Conrad  v.  John  W.  Gra-  7.  Pizzo  v.  Wieraann,  149  Wis.  236, 

bam  &  Co.,  54  Wash.  641,  103  Pac.  134  N.  W.  899,  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  803 

1122,  132  A.  S.  R.  1137  (holding  that  and  note,  38  L.R.A.(N.S.)  678. 

a  dealer  is  not  liable  where  he  informs  8.  Carter  v.  Tuwn^  98  Uaak  067, 

Uie  purchaser  of  the  properties  of  the  96  Am.  Dec.  682. 
■nbstitnted  artiele). 
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In  determining  whether  the  child  who  puronused  the  explosive  was 
guilty  of  contributory  negligence,  his  age  must  be  considered.* 

62.  Sale  of  Oil  in  Violation  of  Statute. — Statutes  regulating  the 
sale  of  oil  and  similar  substances  are  in  force  in  many  jurisdictions.^* 
Where  the  laws  of  the  state  for  the  protection  of  the  public  have  pre- 
scribed that  certain  precautions  shall  be  observed  in  the  labeling  of 
kerosene  and  distillates,  such  requirements  constitute  a  legislative 
declaration  of  the  minimum  of  care  necessary  under  the  circum- 
stances. A  degree  is  negligence  as  a  matter  of  law ;  and  hence  it  is 
that  pleading  and  proof  necessary  in  case  of  injury  arising  under 
such  circumstances  need  only  show  the  breach  of  the  statutory 
requirement,  the  fact  that  such  breach  was  the  proximate  cause  of 
the  injury,  and  the  damages  susmined  thereby .^^  Even  if  the  failr 
ure  to  label  a  receptacle  containing  gasoline  as  required  by  statute 
would  not  be  negligence  per  se  m  to  a  purchaser  who  knows  the  con- 
tents of  the  receptacle,  the  failun*  io  label  the  receptacle  is  negligence 
per  se  as  to  other  persons  who  use  it  in  ignorance  of  the  fact  that  it 
contains  gasoline.'*  In  some  jurisdictions  it  is  expressly  provided  by 
statute  that  whoever  shall  knowingly  sell  specified  illuminating  oils 
which  are  below  a  certain  number  of  degrees  Fahrenheit,  shall  be 
liable  to  any  person  purchasing  auch  oil,  or  to  any  person  injured 
thereby,  for  any  damage  to  person  or  property  arising  from  any 
explosion  thereof.  Such  statutes  are  enacted  in  the  legitimate  exer- 
cise of  the  police  power,  and  are  penal  in  their  nature,  being  de- 
signed for  the  protection  of  the  public  against  injuries  to  persona 
and  property,  and  are  highly  beneficial  and  should  be  strictly 
enforced.  Nevertheless  the  conclusion  has  been  reached  that  such 
a  statute  does  not  evince  the  legislative  intention  to  abrogate  the 
defense  of  the  contributory  negligence  of  the  pei'son  injured,  where 
such  contributory  negligence  was  the  proximate  and  efficient  cause  of 
the  explosion.**  That  a  retailer  of  oil  bearing  the  proper  inspector's 
stamp  does  not  have  a  reinspection  when  the  quality  of  tlie  oil  is 
questioned  by  customers  does  not  prevent  his  recovering  from  the 
manufacturer  the  amount  he  is  compelled  to  pay  a  purchaser  for  . 
injury  due  to  an  explosion  of  oil,  although  the  statute  provides  that 
whoever  sells  such  oil  which  has  not  been  inspected  and  branded, 

9.  Binford  t.  Johnston,  82  Ind.  426,  N.  W.  408,  89  A.  S.  R.  379,  64  LJEt.A. 
42  Am.  Rep.  508.  See  also  sopra,  par.  854. 

25;  and  generally,  Nbgligehcb.  Note:  111  A.  S.  R.  716. 

10.  Notes:  5  Ann.  Cas.  1^:  Ann.  13.  Morrison  v.  Lee,  22  N.  D.  251, 
Cas.  1913E  399.  133  N.  W.  648,  38  L.R.A.(N.S.)  412, 

11.  Peterson  v.  Standard  Oil  Co.,  See  supra,  par.  25,  as  to  contributory 
55  Ore.  511,  106  Pac.  337,  Ann.  Cas.  negligence  in  the  purcfaade  and  use  of 
J912A  625.  explosives. 

12.  Ives  V.  Welden,  114  la.  476,  87 
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and  which  emits  combuptible  vapor  at  less  than  a  certain  temperature, 
shall  be  liable  for  all  damages  caused  thereby.'* 

Shipment  of  Explosives 

63.  Liability  of  Shipper. — The  statutes  of  some  jurisdictions  pro- 
hibit the  shipment  of  explosives  without  giving  notice  thereof  to  the 
carrier  or.  without  plainly  marking  on  the  outside  of  the  package  the 
contents  thereof.  Sloreover,  the  duty  to  give  such  notice  exists  inde- 
pendently of  statute.**  And  it  is  a  rule  that  no  arran.i>etncnt  between 
the  shipper  and  the  carrier,  though  made  in  the  best  of  faith,  by 
which  the  article  is  to  be  sliippcd  under  a  name  which  does  not  indi- 
cate its  true  nature,  will  e>;cu.«e  the  shipper  for  the  nonperformance 
of  tliis  duty  on  his  part.  If  the  shipper  of  an  explosive  or  dangerous 
substance  fails  to  notify  the  carrier  or  his  agent  of  the  danger  which 
attends  the  handling  of  it,  while  in  course  of  transportation,  and  an 
injury  results  to  an  employee  of  the  carrier,  the  shipper  is  liable  for 
the  injury  thus  sustained;  ^*  and  a  like  liability  attaches  when,  follow- 
ing suth  neglect,  an  explosion  results  in  injury  to  a  ser\-ant  of  the 
consignee.*'  But  when  the  carrier  is  notified,  M-hether  by  a  mark 
upon  the  parcel  or  otherwise,  that  the  article  shipped  is  of  a  dan- 
gerous character,  and  one  of  the  carrier's  employees  is  injured  by 
handling  it,  the  mere  fact  that  no  knowledge  of  its  real  nature  was 
brought  home  to  the  employee  will  not  render  tiie  shipper  liable.** 
And  the  shipper  is  not  liable  when  tlie  carrier  has  knowledge,  or 
from  the  circumstances  is  to  be  charged  with  imputed  knowledge, 
of  the  dangerous  character  of  the  goods  shipped,  and  the  burden  of 
proof  is  upon  the  carrier  to  show  that  he  did  not  have  such  knowl- 
edge.'* It  has  been  held  that  a  shipper  of  a  cylinder  charged  with 
carbon  dioxide  is  not  liable  for  injuries  to  a  railroad  employee  caused 
by  tiie  explosion  thereof,  where  no  deviation  by  the  defendant  from 
any  standard  of  care  observed  by  those  engaged  in  the  same  business 
is  shown.*" 

64.  Liability  of  Carrier. — Explosivei^.  it  has  been  said,  constitute 
property  useful  for  some  purposes,  and  common  carriers  are  under 

14.  Pfarr  v.  Standard  Oil  Co.,  365  17.  Standard  Oil  Co.  v.  Wakefield, 

Ta.  G57,  146  N.  W.  851,  L.R.A.1915C  102  Va.  824,  47  S.  E.  830,  66  LJIjI. 

336.  792. 

16.  International  Merrnntile  Marine  18.  Standard  Oil  Co.  t,  Tiemey,  93 

Co.  V.  Fels,  170  Fed.  275,  95  C.  C.  A.  Kv.  367,  17  S.  W.  1025,  38  A.  S.  E. 

47X,  18  Ann.  Caa.  18  and  note.  5i)C),  14  L.R.A.  677. 

16.  Standard  Oil  Co.  v.  Ticrncv,  92  19.  Note;  18  Ann.  Ca3.  21. 

Kv.  307,  17  S.  W.  1025,  36  A.  S.  R.  20.  Kin)ride  v.  Carbon  Dioxide,  ete., 

595,  14  L.R.A.  677.    See  also  Car-  Co.,  201  Pa.  St.  552,  61  AU.  347,  88 

siERSt  vol.  4,  p.  851.  A.  S.  R.  829. 
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legal  obligation  to  receive  and  properly  carry  them.*  But  the  rule 
appears  to  be  otherwise  in  the  case  of  certain  dangerous  explosives 
such  as  nitroglycerin,  dynamite  and  gunpowder.  A  common  carrier 
is  not  bound  to  accept  for  carriage  articles  which  are  in  themselves 
dangerous.  If,  therefore,  he  chooses  to  accept  such  articles  as  gun- 
powder, nitroglycerin,  etc.,  he  may  do  So  on  such  terms  and  with 
such  limitations  of  his  common  law  liability  as  he  sees  ht.  In  receiv- 
ing them  at  all  he  is  doing  more  than  the  law  requires  of  him  as 
a  common  carrier,  and  in  such  cases  the  acceptance  of  the  article  itself 
may  well  be  a  sufficient  consideration  for  any  qualification  of  his 
responsibility.'  The  mere  fact  that  a  railway  corporation  has  in  its 
cars  for  tran^ortation  explosives  of  a  highly  dangerous  character 
does  not  make  it  guilty  of  creating  a  nuisance,  either  public  or  pri- 
vate, though  danger  to  persons  or  property  along  its  line  is  neces- 
sarily incident  to  such  transportation.  But  nuisance  to  others  may 
arise  from  the  careless  discharge  by  a  common  carrier  of  its  duty  in 
the  transportation  of  explosives.  The  right  to  carry  them  does  not 
include  the  right  to  subject  persons  along  the  route  to  dangers  from 
explosions  for  a  longer  time  or  in  a  greater  degree  than  is  reasonably 
necessary  to  the  proper  performance  of  the  carrier's  duty.*  And 
where  a  carrier  is  guilty  of  acts  of  negligence  in  the  transportation 
of  explosives  it  is  liable  for  explosions  resulting,  as  for  example  from 
a  fire  started  in  an  empty  car.  In  such  case  the  carrier's  negligence 
must  be  deemed  to  be  the  proximate  cause  of  the  damages.*  However, 
there  is  authority  to  the  effect  that  the  negligence  of  a  railroad  com- 
pany in  keeping  barrels  of  oil  on  its  station  platform  an  unreason- 
ably long  time  after  the  arrival  of  the  oil  does  not  render  it  liable 
to  an  adjoining  owner  for  the  negligent  act  of  a  third  person  in 
setting  the  oil  on  fire  and  causing  it  to  explode.^  There  is  also 
authority  to  the  effect  that  a  railroad  company  is  not  liable  for  the 
death  of  an  employee  who  is  sent  by  it  to  switch  another  railroad 
company's  car  which  is  to  be  loaded  with  nitroglycerin  by  the  con- 
signor of  that  company,  if  the  employee's  death  is  due  to  an  explosion 
i-esulting  from  the  negligence  of  the  consignor's  servants.'  Moreover, 
it  is  usually  held  that  a  carrier  is  not  liable  for  injuries  to  passen- 
gers resulting  from  the  explosion  of  an  article  brought  into  the  con- 
veyance by  other  passengers,  in  the  absence  of  any  evidence  that  the 

1.  Ft.  Worth,  etc.,  It.  Co.  v.  Beau-  champ,  93  Tex.  496,  68  S.  W.  502,  93 
ebamp,  95  Tex.  496,  68  S.  W.  502,  93  A.  S.  R.  864,  58  L.R.A.  716. 

A.  8.  R.  864,  58  LJI.A.  716.  Note:  L.R.A.  1915A  616. 

2.  See  Carriers,  vol.  4,  pp.  666,  783.  5.  Stone  v.  Boston,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  171 

3.  Ft.  Worth,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Beau-  Mass.  536,  51  N.  E.  1,  41  L.R.A.  794. 
champ,  95  Tei.  496,  68  S.  W.  502,  93  6.  Foley  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  48 
4..  S.  R.  864,  58  L.R.A.  716.  Mich.  622, 12  N.  W.  879,  42  Am.  Rep. 

4.  Ft  Worth,  etc.,  B.  Co.  v.  Beau-  481. 
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carrier,  through  its  officers  or  employees,  was  aware  of  the  nature  of 
the  article  or  had  reason  to  anticipate  danger  therefrom.* 

T.  See  CAsxaaa,  vol.  4,  p.  1189. 
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Vm.  Conduct  of  Proceedings 

40l  Degree  of  Teefanieality  Required  in  International  Proeeedlngi 
41.  Right  of  Aconsed  to  Be  Heard  in  Bib  Own  Defense 

Ad^onmments;  Proof  Required  in  International  Extradition 

43.  Bight  of  Aeonsed  to  Bail 

IX.  Tlie  Warrant 

44.  What  the  Warrant  Should  Show 

46.  Effect  of  Recitals  in  Warrant  and  Right  of  EzeenliTe  to  Revoke  Same 

X.  Proceedings  after  Issuance  of  Warrant 

40.  StfltuR  nf  Af?ent  to  Receive  Fngitive;  Effect  of  Delay  in  Removing  A«CTtsed 

47.  Second  Applications;  Qnestionin^  Proceedings  after  Removal  of  Accused 

I.  Iktroductobt 

1.  Scope  of  Article. — ^WMle  the  principles  governing  international 
and  interstate  extradition  proceedings  are  in  many  particulars  widely 
varituit,  since  the  former  are  based  for  their  sanction  largely  if  not 
exclusively  on  treaty  stipulations  with  foreign  nations,  which  differ 
considerably  in  their  terms  and  which  cannot  be  set  out  in  detail 
or  even  in  substance  within  the  limits  of  this  work,  it  has  been 
deemed  advisable  in  this  article  to  treat  the  subject  of  extradition 
as  a  whole,  care  being  taken,  however,  in  each  particular  section 
to  point  out  any  cardinal  distinctions  which  may  arise  from  the 
international  or  interstate  nature  of  the  proceedings.  Where  it  Is 
desired  to  test  the  validity  of  extradition  proceeding  the  method 
usually  employed  is  by  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  The  extent  of  the 
inquiry  on  habeas  corpus  with  respect  to  extradition  proceedings  is 
not,  however,  here  treated  except  in  a  very  casual  way,  as  such 
matters  are  more  appropriately  considered  under  the  general  treatr 
ment  of  such  writ.^  Questions  concerning  the  extradition  of  bank- 
rupts,* and  the  arrest  generally  of  fugitives  from  justice,*  .vill  also 
be  found  to  have  received  special  consideration  elsewhere. 

2.  Definition  and  History. — Extradition  may  be  sufliciently  de- 
fined to  be  the  surrender  by  one  nation  or  state  to  another  of  an 
individual  accused  or  convicted  of  an  offense  outside  of  its  own 
territory,  and  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  other,  which, 
being  competent  to  try  and  to  punish  him,  demands  the  surrender.* 
The  right  of  every  sovereign  state  to  expel  from  its  territory,  or  to 
surrender  to  another  nation  in  amity  with  it,  an  offender  against 

1.  See  Habeas  Corpus.  4.  Terlinden  v.  Ames,  184  U.  S.  270, 

2.  See  Bankrdftct,  vol.  3,  p.  215.  22  S.  Ct.  484,  46  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  53< 
S.  See  Arrest,  voL  2,  p.  456.  Note:  U2  A.  8.  R.  106. 
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the  laws  of  such  friendly  nation,  has  long  been  recognized.  "Whethw 
any  government  is  bound  to  make  such  surrender  on  the  demand 
of  the  sovereign  of  another  nation  in  amity  with  it,  on  the  prin- 
ciple of'the  comity  of  nations,  is  an  unsettled  question,  but  the  weight 
of  authority  is  that  the  right  of  demand  does  not  exist  independent 
of  treaty  stipulations.  A  few  early  authorities  have,  however,  held 
that,  by  the  law  and  usages  of  nations,  fugitives  charged  with  felony 
and  other  high  crimes  should  be  surrendered  by  a  foreign  and  friendly 
jurisdiction  to  which  they  have  fled.  The  American  Colonies  entered 
into  compacts  recognizing  the  right  of  extradition  among  themselves; 
and  on  their  organization  under  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  they 
entered  into  a  similar  treaty  under  article  4  of  that  instrument 
When  the  present  constitution  was  adopted,  a  like  compact  was  sealed 
by  the  inclusion  therein  of  that  portion  of  the  second  section  of  article 
4  providing  that  "a  person  charged  in  any  state  with  treason,  felony, 
or  other  crime  who  shall  flee  from  justice  and  be  found  in  another 
state,  shall  on  demand  of  the  executive  authority  of  the  state  from 
which  he  fled  be  delivered  up  to  be  removed  to  the  state  having 
jurisdiction  of  the  crime."  By  this  clause  the  power  to  regulate  inter- 
state extradition  is  at  least  impliedly  delegated  to  the  federal  govern- 
ment, and  in  pursuance  thereof  laws  of  Congress  have  been  passed 
specifying  the  judicial  acts  which  shall  be  necessary  to  auUiorize 
a  demand,  such  as  the  production  of  a  copy  of  an  indictment  found 
or  an  affidavit  made  before  a  magistrate  of  any  state  or  territory  charg- 
ing the  person  so  demanded  with  having  committed  a  crime,  and 
making  the  certificate  of  the  executive  authority  conclusive  as  to 
its  verity  when  presented  to  the  executive  of  the  state  wherein  the 
fugitive  is  found.'  A  number  of  states  have  also  enacted  statutes 
intended  to  regulate  the  subject,  some  of  which  require  more  evi- 
dence of  guilt  to  be  produced  than  is  required  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress. In  some  cases  these  statutes  have  been  given  effect  without 
any  consideration  of  the  question  of  their  validity,  but  the  courts 
which  ha^ve  considered  the  qu^ion  have  held  that  legislation  by  a 
state  impairing  the  full  operation  of  the  act  of  Congress  will  be 
nugatory.' 

6.  Kentucky  v.  Dennison,  etc.,  24  L.  311,  57  Am.  Dee.  382  and  oote;  In 
How.  66,  16  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  717;  re  Washburn,  4  Johns  Ch.  (N.  Y.) 
United  States  v.  Rauscber,  119  U.  S.  106,  8  Am.  Dec.  548 ;  Adriance  v.  La- 
407,  7  S.  Ct.  234,  30  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  grave,  59  N.  Y.  110, 17  Am.  Rep.  317. 
425;  Ez  parte  McCabe,  46  Fed.  363,  Notes:  1  L.R JL.  370  ;  28  UR.A.  801. 
12  L.R.A.  589;  Drinkall  v.  Spiegel,  68  6.  Knrts  t.  States  22  Fla.  36,  1  A. 
Conn.  441,  36  Atl.  830,  36  L.RJl.  486;  S.  R.  173. 

Barranger  T.  Baum,  103  Qa.  465,  30     Notes:  68  A.  S.  B.  133;  28  LJLA. 

S.  E.  524,  68  A.  S.  R.  113  and  note;  802. 

In  re  Brown,  112  Mass.  409,  17  Am.     See  also  in£^^  par.  12, 

Bep.  114;  Matter  of  Fetter,  23  N.  J. 
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3.  International  and  Interstate  Rig:ht8  In  General.— Aa  a.  general  . 

rule  the  principles  governing  international  extradition  have  no  appli- 
cation to  extradition  eases  arising  between  the  states.'  Consequently 
in  some  cases  the  courts  distinguish  between  foreign  and  interstate 
extradition  by  referring  to  the  former  as  international  extradition 
eases,  and  to  the  latter  as  interstate  rendition  cases.*  The  obligation 
of  independent  nations  to  surrender  fugitives  from  justice  to  on? 
another,  when  requested,  is  based  on  international  comity  or  treaty 
stipulations.  In  the  Brst  case  the  government's  sense  of  justice  and 
regard  for  what  is  due  other  states  obtains,  so  that  there  is  and  can 
be  no  absolute  rule  as  to  its  duty  in  this  respect;  in  the  second  the 
obligation  is  discharged  by  the  surrender  of  fugitives  charged  with 
the  offenses  provided  for  in  the  treaty.*  However,  the  surrender  by  a 
foreign  nation  as  an  act  of  comity  of  a  fugitive  whose  crime  is  not 
one  for  which  an  existing  treaty  requires  his  surrender  does  not  vio- 
late any  right  secured  to  him  by  such  treaty.*®  As  respects  fugitives 
from  justice  from  one  state  to  another  their  extradition  is  of  course 
a  matter  which  is  controlled  by  the  United  States  constitution  and 
is  not  dependent  on  comity  or  contract.^^  Such  a  fugitive,  however, 
is  not  sought  for  any  crime  committed  against  the  United  States. 
Moreover,  the  governor  of  a  state  in  issuing  a  warrant  in  extradition 
acts  under  the  authority  of  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States,  even  though  the  state  has  legislated  on  the  same  subject; 
and  he  cannot  issue  a  warrant  on  the  ground  of  public  policy.''  Also 
after  he  causes  by  his  warrant  the  arrest  and  delivery  of  a  person 
charged  as  a  fugitive  from  justice  from  another  state,  since  the  pris- 
oner is  held  under  color  of  authority  derived  from  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  the  United  States,  he  may  invoke  the  judgment  of  the 
federal  as  well  as  state  tribunals  on  the  lawfulness  of  bis  arrest  and 
imprisonment"  Congress  has  the  power  to  vest  the  federal  courts 
with  the  power  to  appoint  United  States  commissioners  to  act  in  extra- 
dition cases.'*  But  the  United  States  is  not  regarded  as  a  party  to 
extradition  proceedings;  it  simply  furnishes  the  process  tl^refor.i* 


7.  Enox  v.  States  164  Ind.  226,  73  63  L.R  J^.  471.  affirming  172  N.  T.  176, 
K.  £.  255,  108  A.  S.  B.  291,  3  Ann.  64  N.  E.  825,  92  A.  S.  B.  706.  60 
Cas.  539.  L.R.A.  774;  People  t.  Crisa,  135  N. 

8.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  109.  T.  536,  32  N.  £.  246,  31  A.  S.  B.  860. 

9.  People  V.  Cross,  135  N.  Y.  536,  Note:  1  L.R.A.  371. 

32  N.  E.  246,  31  A.  S.  R.  850;  In  re  12.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  106. 

Maney,  20  Wash.  509,  56  Pac.  930,  72  13.  Roberts  v.  Reilly,  116  U.  S.  80, 

A.  S.  R.  130.  6  S.  Ct.  291,  29  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  544. 

10.  Re  Foss,  102  Cal.  347,  36  Pac.  14.  Rice  v.  Ames,  180  U.  S.  371,  21 
669,  41  A.  S.  R.  182,  25  L.R.A.  593.  S.  Ct.  406,  45  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  677. 

11.  HyaU  T.  People,  188  U.  S.  691,  15.  Note:  112  A.  S.  B.  106. 
23  S.  Ct.  456,  47  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  657, 
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Though  there  is  some  apparent  confusion  in  the  authorities,  yet  the 
rule  may  be  said  to  be  that  when  a  case  comes  within  the  terms  of 
the  constitution,  the  duty  of  the  governor  on  whom  the  demand  if 
made  is  merely  ministerial,  and  he  has  no  right  to  exercise  any  dis- 
cretionary power  as  to  the  nature  or  character  of  the  crime  charged, 
but  he  may  properly  exercise  a  discretion  in  determining  whether 
a  case  contemplated  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  State; 
lias  been  presented  for  his  action;  and  he  cunnot  be  interfered  with 
in  the  exercise  of  his  discretion.**  If  he  fails  or  refuses,  however,  t*) 
perform  his  duty,  when  a  case  is  presented  which  is  clearly  one  con- 
templated by  the  federal  constitution,  there  is  no  power,  state  or 
federal,  to  compel  him  to  do  so.*' 

4.  Necessity  and  Interpretation  of  Treaty  Stipulations. — The  power 
to  surrender  a  fugitive  from  justice  is  clearly  included  within  the 
treaty-making  power  and  the  corresponding  power  of  appointing  ai.d 
receiving  ambassadors  and  other  public  ministers.'*  But  its  exercise- 
pertains  to  public  policy,  and  as  has  been  intimated  above,**  the  right 
of  one  independent  government  to  demand  and  receive  from  another 
the  custody  of  an  offender  who  has  sought  an  asylum  on  its  soil 
depends  solely  on  tho  existence  of  treaty  stipulations  between  them, 
and  is  measured  and  restricted  by  the  express  provisions  of  the  treaty 
and  those  silentr  provisions  which  are  necessarily  implied.***  Hence 
the  rule  is  that  the  right  of  extradition  by  a  foreign  country  exists 
only  by  virtue  of  a  treaty  stipulation  to  that  effect*  And  in  the 
United  States  extradition  has  been  generally  declined  in  the  absence 
of  a  conventional  or  legislative  provision.^  Where  such  an  agreement 
exists,  the  governmental  administration  thereof  devolves  on  the  exec- 
utive authority,  the  wairant  of  surrender  being  issued  by  the  secre- 
tary of  state  as  the  representative  of  the  President  in  foreign  affairs.* 
Congress  may  prescribe  fewer  formalities  than  are  required  by  a  treaty 
for  the  extradition  of  an  accused  person  from  the  United  States, 
but  it  is  doubtful  if  it  can  prescribe  requirements  additional  to  tho^e 

16.  Notes:  57  Am.  Dec.  392  ;  68  A.  the  treaty  of  1795  between  the  United 
S.  R.  130.  States  and  Great  Britain  proviiiiiig 

17.  Kentucky  v.  Dennison,  etc.,  24  for  the  delivery  of  criminals  clmrged 
How.  66,  16  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  717.  with  murder  or  forjjerv  was  fuerfly 

Note:  63  A.  S.  R.  131.  declaratory  of  tlie  law  of  naiioi-s.  .ind 

18.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  107.  that  on  the  expiration  of  that  treaty 

19.  See  supra,  par.  2.  the  principles  of  the  genemt  '.aw  of 

20.  In  re  Metzger,  5  How.  176,  12  nations  remain  obligatorv. 

U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  104;  Knox  v.  State,  164      2.  United  States  v.  KauscbiT.  Uft 

Ind.  226,  73  N.  E.  255,  108  A.  S.  R.  U.  S.  407,  7  S.  Ct.  234,  30  U.  S.  (L. 

291,  3  Ann.  Cas.  539.  ed.)  425;  Terlinden  v.  Ames,  184  U. 

1.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  107.  S.  270,  22  S.  Ct.  484,  46  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

Compare  In  re  Washburn,  4  Johns.  534. 
Ch.  (N.  Y.)  106,  8  Am.  Dec.  648,     3.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  107. 
wherein  it  was  stated  that  the  article  in 
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required  in       treaty.*   A  violation  of  a  law  of  b  foreign  country 

against  crime,  such  as  forgery,  is  an  offense  extraditable  under  a 
treaty  of  the  United  States  with  that  country,  when  such  offense  is 
committed  in  the  latter,  and  such  law  is  recognized  and  enforced  there 
as  its  law  on  that  subject.*  And  of  course  the  question  whether 
a  crime  comes  within  the  provisions  of  a  treaty  is  a  matter  for  the 
decision  of  the  authorities  of  the  foreign  country,  where  by  the  express 
terms  of  the  treaty  itself  such  decision  is  Anal.*  Citizens  of  the  country 
of  asylum  are  "persons"  within  the  meaning  of  an  extradition  trea^, 
by  which  two  governments  mutually  agree  to  deliver'  up  oil  persona 
who,  having  been  convicted  of  or  charged  with  any  of  the  crimes 
specified,  committed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  one  of  the  contract- 
ing parties,  shall  seek  an  asylum  in  the  other;  and  executive  recogni- 
tion of  the  obligation  of  the  United  States  to  surrender  its  own  citizens 
under  such  a  treaty,  notwithstanding  a  refusal  of  the  foreign  govern- 
ment to  surrender  fugitives  of  its  own  nationality  committing  crimes 
in  the  United  States,  is  a  waiver  of  the  breach,  if  any,  and  leaves  the 
treaty  in  force  as  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  which  must  be  enforced 
by  the  courts.' 

5.  Effect  of  Treaty  as  Limiting  Extradition  to  Crimes  Embraced 
Therein. — If  a  fugitive  from  justice  is  surrendered  by  a  foreign  nation 
having  an  extradition  treaty  with  the  United  States  agreeing  to  sur- 
render fugitives  accused  of  certain  crimes  of  which  that  charged  i? 
not  one,  such  person  is  not,  on  being  brought  into  a  state,  entitled 
to  be  released  from  custody,  because  tbe  crime  was  not  one  included 
in  the  terms  of  the  treaty.  The  existence  of  such  treaty  does  not 
deprive  the  foreign  nation  of  its  power  as  an  act  of  comity  to  sur- 
render fugitives  from  justice  accused  of  crimes  not  named  therein, 
nor  the  United  States  of  the  right  to  receive  such  fugitives  into  ite 
custody.  And  in  such  a  case  it  has  been  heici  that  if  the  indictment 
is  set  aside,  it  is  not  equivalent  to  an  acquittal;  nor  does  it  prevent 
the  arrest  of  the  fugitive  on  a  subsequent  complaint  for  the  same 
offense  * 

6.  Trial  for  Crime  Not  Designated  in  Requisition  for  International 
Extradition. — While  it  formerly  appean  to  have  been  the  rule  that 
when  once  the  pursuing  government  had  acquired  possession  of  the 
person  of  a  fugitive  it  could  proceed  to  try  and  convict  him  of  any 
o£fense  which  he  could  be  shown  to  have  committed,  it  is  now  estab- 

4.  Orin  v.  Shine,  187  TT.  8.  181,  23  10  Ann.  Gas.  636, 

8.  Ct.  98,  47  V.  S.  (L.  ed.)  130.  7.  Charlton  v.  KeUy,  229  U.  S.  447. 

6.  Benson  v.  MeMahon,  127  U.  S.  33  8.  Ct.  946,  57  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1274. 

457,  8  S.  Ct.  1240,  32  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  46  L.R.A.(N.S.)  397. 

234;  Terltndcn  v.  Ames,  184  U.  8.  270,  8.  Ex  parte  Foss,  102  Cal.  347,  3b 

22  S.  Ct.  484,  46  V.  8.  (L.  ed.)  634.  Pae.  669,  41  A.  8.  R.  182,  25  Jj.R.A. 

6.  Johnson  v.  Browne,  205  U.  8. 309,  693  and  note. 
27  8.  Ct.  639,  61  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  816, 
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lished  that  a  person  who  haa  been  brought  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
a  court  by  virtue  of  proceedings  under  an  extradition  treaty  can  only 
be  tried  for  one  of  the  offenses  described  in  the  treaty  and  for  the 
offense  with  which  he  is  charged  in  the  proceedings  for  his  extra- 
dition, until  a  reasonable  time  and  opportunity  have  been  given  him 
after  his  release  or  trial  on  such  charge  to  return  to  the  country  from 
which  he  was  taken  for  the  purpose  alone  of  trial  for  the  offense 
specified  in  the  demand  for  hia  surrender.*  But  it  has  been  also 
held  that  if  one  extradited  from  a  foreign  country  on  a  specific  indict- 
ment commits  a  new  crime  after  his  return,  as  where  be  perjures 
himself  on  the  trial  of  such  indictment,  he  may  be  accused,  tried 
and  convicted  of  such  new  crime  without  an  opportunity  being  first 
afforded  him  to  return  to  the  country  whence  he  was  extradited, 
the  immunity  under  an  extradition  treaty  not  extending  to  crimes 
subsequently  committed.**  The  right  of  a  person  extradited  to  have 
a  reasonable  time  to  return  is  not,  however,  lost  or  waived  by  going 
to  his  own  country  and  voluntarily  returning  while  at  liberty  on  bail 
before  his  final  discharge  in  the  case  for  which  he  is  extradited.*^ 
It  has  been  held  that  a  person  extradited  from  a  foreign  country  on 
a  criminal  charge  was  subject,  before  he  could  return,  to  arrest  on 
civil  process.*^  On  the  contrary,  other  courts  have  dedded  that  one 
who  has  been  extradited,  under  a  treaty"  with  a  foreign  country,  on 
a  charge  of  which  he  is  acquitted,  is  not,  before  the  expiration  of  a 
reasonable  time  for  his  return  to  the  country  from  which  he  was 
extradited,  subject  to  arrest  even  in  a  civil  action  in  a  state  court 
for  any  cause  arising  prior  Urhis  extradition." 

7.  Trial  for  Crime  Not  Designated  in  Requisition  for  Interstate 
Extradition. — In  similarity  with  the  general  principle  obtaining  with 
respect  to  international  extradition,**  it  has  been  held  that  where 
one  state  procures  the  extradition  from  another  state  of  an  alleged 
fugitive  from  justice,  to  be  prosecuted  for  some  particular  offense  for 
which  his  extradition  was  obtained,  he  cannot  be  prosecuted  in  such 
state  for  another  and  different  offense  until  after  he  has  had  a  reason- 
able opportunity  to  return  to  &e  place  from  which  he  was  extradited. 
This  does  not  prevent  the  person  surrendered  from  waiving  his  ptivi- 

9.  United  States  v.  Rauscher,  119  affirming  151  Cal.  340,  90  Pae.  827,  91 
U.  S.  407,  7  8.  Ct.  234,  30  U.  S.  (L.  Pac.  397,  129  A.  S.  R.  122. 

ed.)  425;  Johnson  v.  Browne,  205  U.  11.  Cosgrove  v.  Winney,  174  U.  S. 
S.  309,  27  8.  Ct.  539,  51  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  64,  19  S.  Ct.  598,  43  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
616  and  note,  10  Ann.  Cas.  636  and  897. 

note;  Com.  t.  Hawes,  13  Bush  (Ky.)     12.  Adrianee  v.  Lagrave,  59  K.  Y. 
697,  26  Am.  Rep.  242;  State  v.  Van-  110,  17  Am.  Rep.  317. 
derpool,  39  Ohio  St.  273,  48  Am.  Rep.     IS.  Re  Reinitz,  39  Fed.  204^  4 
431.  236. 
Note:  25  L.R.A.  593,  Note:  46  LJLA.  711. 

10.  Collins  V.  O'NeU,  214  U.  S.  113,     14.  See  supra,  par.  6. 
29  S.  a.  673,  63  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  933, 
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lege ;  but  such  privilege  is  not  waived  by  a  failure  to  plead  it  in  abate- 
ment of  the  Indictment  for  such  different  crime,  nor  by  entering  a 
plea  of  not  guilty  thereto,  when,  before  the  trial,  he  asserts  his  privi- 
lege, and  objects  to  the  trial  on  that  ground.'*  However,  the  weight 
of  authority  is  that  a  fugitive,  when  returned  to  a  state,  may  be  tried 
for  other  offenses  than  those  specified  in  the  requisition,  although  the 
offenses  were  committed  before  he  was  demanded;  and  in  so  trying 
him  against  his  objection  no  right,  privilege,  or  immunity  secured  to 
him  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  is  denied.'* 
Likewise,  a  fugitive  from  justice,  who  waives  the  necessity  of  requi- 
sition papers,  and  submits  to  an  arrest  on  a  warrant  and  to  be  brought 
back  into  the  state  from  which  he  has  fled,  is  deemed  to  have  come 
back  voluntarily  into  the  jurisdiction,  and  may,  on  arrival  there,  be 
prosecuted  for  another  offense  than  that  described  in  the  warrant  and 
to  respond  to  which  he  agreed  to  return."  It  seems,  however,  that 
a  fugitive  from  justice  whose  return  to  the  state  whence  he  fled  has 
been  procured  by  extradition  proceedings  based  on  a  criminal  charge, 
cannot  be  arrested  on  civil  process  while  within  tho  state  by  virtue 
of  such  extradition  and  before  he  has  had  any  opportunity  to  depart 
therefrom.'*  But  in  a  few  jurisdictions  it  is  held  that  unless  the 
extradition  of  a  prisoner  is  a  mere  pretext  or  trick  for  obtaining 
jurisdiction  in  a  civil  action,  the  prisoner  is  not  privileged  from 
arrest  on  civil  process.'* 

8.  Effect  of  Treaty  Stipulations  on  State  Courts;  Rule  of  Con- 
struction Applicable  to  Treaties. — Treaties  between  the  United  States 
and  foreign  countries  are  obligatory  on  the  tribunals  of  the  several 
states  as  well  as  on  those  of  the  federal  government,  and  the  state 
courts  are  bound  to  give  them  effect.  A  treaty  of  extradition  is  exec- 
utory, in  its  character,  and  the  constitution  declares  a  treaty  to  be 

15.  Ex  parte  McKnight,  48  Ohio  N.  E.  246,  31  A.  S.  R.  850;  State  v. 
St.  588,  28  N.  E.  1034, 14  L.R.A.  128  Stewart,  60  Wis.  587, 19  N.  E.  429,  50 
and  note.  Am.  Rep.  388. 

16.  Lasceiles  v.  Georgia,  148  U.  S.  Note :  57  Am.  Deo.  400. 

537,  13  S.  Ct.  687,  37  U.  S.  (L.  cd.)  17.  State  v.  McNaspy,  58  Kan.  691, 
549,  affinning  90  Ga.  347, 16  S.  E.  945,  50  Pac.  895,  38  L.R.A.  756. 
35  A.  S.  R.  216  and  note;  Knox  v.  18.  Murray  v.  Wilcox,  122  la.  188, 
State,  164  Ind.  226,  73  N.  E.  255,  108  97  N.  W.  1087,  101  A.  8.  R.  263  and 
A.  S.  R.  291,  3  Ann.  Cas.  539  and  note,  64  L.R.A.  534;  Moletor  v.  Sinnen, 
note;  In  re  Flack,  88  Kan.  616,  129  76  Wis.  308,  44  N.  W.  1099,  20  A.  a 
Pac.  541,  Ann.  Cas.  1914B  789  and  R.  71  and  note,  7  L.R.A.  817;  Statb 
note,  47  L.R.A.{N.S.)  807  and  note,  v.  Boynton,  140  Wis.  89,  121  N.  W. 
overruling  State  v.  Hall,  40  Kan.  338,  8fr7,  17  Ann.  Cas,  618  and  note. 
19  Pac.  918, 10  A.  S.  R.  200  and  note;  Notes:  14  L.R.A.  128;  46  L.R.A. 
Com.  V.  Wright,  158  Mass.  149,  33  N.  711. 

E.  82,  35  A,  S.  R.  475  and  note,  19     19.  Reid  v.  Ham,  54  Minn.  305,  56 
L.R.A.  206  and  note;  Re  Little,  129  N.  W.  35,  40  A.  8.  R.  333,  21  LJI.A. 
Mich.  350,  89  N.  W.  38, 57  L.R.A.  295;  232. 
People  T.  Cross,  135  N.  T.  536.  32     Note :  17  Ann.  Cas.  620. 
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the  law  of  the  land.  It  is,  consequently,  to  be  regarded  in  courts 
of  justice  as  equivalent  to  an  act  of  the  legislature,-  whenever  it 
operatas  of  itself  without  the  aid  of  any  legislative  provision.  But 
when  the  terms  of  the  stipulation  import  a  contract,  when  eitlier 
of  the  parties  engages  to  perform  a  particular  act,  the  treaty  addresses 
itself  to  the  political,  not  the  judicial,  department;  and  courts  of 
justice  have  no  right  to  annul  or  disregard  any  of  its  provisions 
unlc^  they  violate  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.**  How- 
ever, whether  the  crime  charged  is  sufficiently  proved  and  whether 
it  comes  within  the  treaty  are  matters  for  judicial  decision.*  Extra- 
dition treaties  should  be  faithfully  observed  and  interpreted  with  a 
view  to  fulfilling  the  nation's  obligation  to  other  powers,  without  sacri- 
ficing the  legal  or  constitutional  rights  of  the  accused.  In  the  con- 
struction and  carrying  out  of  such  treaties  the  ordinary  technicnlitics 
of  criminal  proceedings  are  applicable  only  to  a  limited  extent.* 
Where  doubts  exist  as  to  the  true  construction  of  a  treaty,  a  con- 
struction consistently  applied  by  the  executive  department,  as,  for 
instance,  by  the  department  of  the  secretary  of  state,  is  of  great 
weight.'  The  right  to  introduce  evidence  of  the  insanity  of  the 
accused  in  proceedings  for  the  extradition,  conformably  to  treaty, 
of  a  fugitive  from  justice,  is  not  given  by  the  federal  statute  pro- 
viding the  means,  in  foreign  extradition  proceedings,  for  obtaining 
the  to^timo'^y  and  for  the  payment  of  the  fees  of  witnesses.  Also  thv. 
requirement  in  a  treaty,  following  provisions  for  arrest  on  the  exhi- 
bition of  a  certificate  from  the  secretary  of  state,  attesting  that  a 
requisition  has  been  made,  and  for  the  remand  of  the  accused  to 
prison  until  a  formal  demand  for  extradition  shall  be  made  and 
supported  by  evidence,  that  if  "the  requisition,  together  with  the 
■documents  above  provided  for,"  shall  not  be  made  within  forty  days 
from  the  date  of  arrest,  the  accused  shall  be  set  at  liberty,  cdnnot 
be  deemed  to  mean  that  "formal  demand"  must  be  proved  in  the 
preliminary  proceedings  within  forty  days  after  arrest,  in  view  of 
the  provisions  of  the  federal  statutes  applicable  to  all  foreign  extra- 
dition proceedings.* 

9,  Rules  Governing  Interstate  Extradition. — The  power  wbicii 
independent  nations  have  to  surrender  criminals  to  other  nations 
as  a  matter  of  favor  or  comity  is  not  possessed  by  the  states  of  tlio 

20.  Terlinden  v.  Ames,  184  U.  S.  Wiiglit  v.  Heiikel,  190  TJ.  S.  40,  23 

270,  22  S.  Ct.  484,  46  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  S.  Ct.  781,  47  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  948. 
534;  Cliarlton  v.  Kelly,  229  U.  S.  447,      3.  Ex  parte  McCabe,  46  Fed.  363, 12 

33  S.  Ct.  945,  57  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1274,  L.R.A.  589. 


1.  Matter  of  Metzger,  5  How.  176,  520,  33  S.  Ct.  146,  57  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
12  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  104.  330;  Charlton  v.  Kelly,  229  U.  S.  447, 

2.  Grin  V.  Shine,  187  U.  S.  181,  23  33  S.  Ct.  945,  57  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1274, 
S.  Ct.  98,  47  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  230;  46  L.R.A.(N.S.)  397  and  note. 
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Union,  and  no  person  can  be  surrendered  by  one  state  to  another 
unless  the  case  falls  within  the  provisions  of  the  United  States  con- 
stitution and  the  acts  of  Congress  under  it."  The  duty  of  a  state 
to  extradite  a  fugitive  from  justice  on  a  legal  requisition  from  another 
state  is,  as  has  been  seen,  definitely  fixed  by  the  United  States  con- 
.stitution,  and  the  state  can  ask  no  questions  on  the  subject  nor  can  it 
impose  any  terms.'  However,  the  duty  to  surrender  is  not  absolute. 
If  the  laws  of  the  state,  on  whose  governor  the  demand  is  made, 
have  been  put  in  force  against  the  fugitive  and  he  is  imprisoned 
there,  the  demands  of  those  laws  may  be  first  satisfied.'  The  gov- 
ernor of  a  state  on  whom  a  demand  is  made  may  also  demand  as 
n  condition  precedent  that  it  be  shown  by  competent  proof  that  the 
accused  is,  in  fact,  a  fugitive  from  the  justice  of  the  demanding 
state.*  Hence,  a  state  statute,  prohibiting  the  surrender  of  a  citizen 
or  resident  thereof  as  an  alleged  fugitive  from  justice,  on  the  requi- 
sition of  the  governor  of  another  state,  when  it  shall  be  made  to 
appear  that  such  alleged  fugitive  was  in  the  former  state  at  the 
time  of  the  alleged  commission  of  the  crime  and  providing  for  such 
an  inquiry,  is  constitutional.*  To  give  an  executive  jurisdiction 
to  issue  his  warrant  for  the  surrender  of  a  fugitive  from  justice 
under  the  act  of  Congress,  there  must  be  a  demand  by  the  executive 
of  the  state  from  which  the  accused  fled,  a  copy  of  an  indictment 
found,  or  an  affidavit  made  before  a  magistrate,  charging  him  with 
having  committed  a  specified  crime,  and  such  copy  must  be  authenti- 
cated by  the  executive  of  such  state.^**  The  guilt  or  innocence  of 
the  prisoner  will  not  be  investigated  on  an  extradition  proceeding, 
but  a  distinction  has  been  suggested  between  charges  made  by  affi- 
davit and  charges  by  indictment  in  that  while  in  the  latter  case 
the  question  whether  the  bill  charges  an  indictable  offense  is  left 
to  the  determination  of  the  courts  of  the  demanding  state,  in  the 
former,  if  it  appears  from  the  facts  stated  in  the  affidavit  that  no 
crime  has  been  committed,  it  might  be  claimed  that  the  subject- 
matter  is  not  within  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  and  acts 
of  Congress.**  The  act  of  a  governor  of  a  state  in  issuing  his  war- 
rant for  the  arrest  and  surrender  of  an  accused  person  to  the  agent 
of  another  state  is  at  least  quasi  judicial,  and  amounts  to  a  determi- 

5.  People  V.  Hyatt,  172  N.  Y.  176,      7.  See  infra,  par.  16. 

64  N.  E.  825,  92  A.  S.  R.  706,  GO  8.  Ex  parte  Uegge),  114  U.  S.  642, 

L.R.A.   774,   affirmed   in   Hyatt    v.  5  S.  Ct.  1148,  29  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  250. 

People,  188  U.  S.  691,  23  S.  Ct.  456,  9.  llartman  v.  Aveline,  63  Ind.  344, 

47  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  657.  See  also  supra,  30  Am.  217. 

par.  3.  10.  Notes:  112  A.  S.  R.  110;  28 

6.  State  V.  Hall,  40  Kan.  338,  19  L.R.A.  801. 

Pac.  918,  10  A.  S.  R.  200.  U.  Notes:  57  Am.  Dec  395;  21 

Note:  1  A.  S.  R.  179.  LJl.A.(N.S.)  940. 
See  also  supra,  par.  3. 
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nation  that  the  accused  was  substantially  charged  with  the  coniniia* 
sion  of  a  crime  and  was  a  fugitive  from  justice.^'  Hence  he  cannot 
delegate  to  another  the  duty  of  pas.°ing  on  the  validity  of  the  requi- 
sition papers.**  Nor,  since  the  entire  control  of  foreign  affairs  is 
by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  vested  in  the  federal  gov- 
ernment, has  he  the  power  to  deliver  up  to  the  authorities  of  a 
foreic;n  country  a  person  chare;ed  with  a  crime  committed  therein.'* 
10.  Right  to  Detain  Fugitive  to  Await  Arrival  of  Extradition 
Papers.-r-A  majority  of  the  cases  sustain  the  proposition  that,  inde- 
pendent of  any  state  statute,  a  person  charged  with  a  felony  or  otlier 
crime  in  one  state,  fleeing  to  another,  may,  before  demand  made 
on  the  governor  of  that  state  by  the  governor  of  the  state  from 
which  he  has  fled,  be  arrested  in  the  state  in  which  he  is  found, 
and  detained  in  custody  a  reasonable  time  in  order  to  give  the  exec- 
utive of  the  state  whence  he  has  fled  an  opportunity  to  issue  a 
requisition  for  bis  extradition.  The  arrest  may  be  made  either  by 
virtue  of  a  warrant  from  a  magistrate  or  by  an  officer  or  private 
person,  who  may  justify  the  arrest  by  showing  that  prima  facie  a 
felony  or  other  crime  has  been  committed  by  the  prisoner  in  another 
state,  or  that  he  stands  charged  therewith.  These  decisions  r^  on 
the  principle  that  a  fugitive  from  justice  in  one  state  may  be  arrested 
and  detained  in  another  under  the  federal  constitution,  prepara- 
tory to  his  surrender  before  a  requisition  is  actually  made  by  the 
executive  of  the  state  where  the  crime  was  committed.**  The  arrest 
and  detention  of  a  person  in  one  state  on  the  authority  of  tele- 
grams received  from  the  authorities  of  another  state,  reciting  that 
they  have  a  warrant  for  his  arrest,  a  copy  of  which  is  given,  together 
with  the  statement  that  they  have  started  after  him  with  proper 
papers,  has  been  held  to  be  unauthorized;  at  least  where  no  judicial 
inquiry  or  commitment  has  been  made.**  If  an  arrest  can  be  made 
in  any  case  without  a  warrant,  therefore,  the  prisoner  should  be  taken 
immediately  before  a  proper  officer  for  examination  and  commit- 

12,  Pettibone  v.  Nichols,  203  U.  S.  mons  v.  Vandyke,  138  Ind.  380,  37 
192,  27  S.  Ct.  Ill,  51  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  N.  E.  973,  46  A.  S.  R.  411  and  note, 
148,  7  Ann.  Cas.  1047;  Moyer  v.  Nich-  26  L.R.A.  33  and  note;  Glazar  v.  Hub- 
ols,  203  U.  S.  221,  27  S.  Ct.  121,  51  bard,  102  Ky.  68,  42  S.  W.  1114,  80 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  160,  affirming  12  Idabo  A.  S.  R.  340,  39  L.R.A.  210;  Matter 
250,  85  Pac.  897,  118  A.  S.  R.  214,  of  Fetter,  23  N.  J.  L.  311,  57  Am. 
12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  227.  Dee.  382  and  note;  State  v.  Taylor,  70 

13.  In  re  Tod,  12  S.  D.  386,  81  N.  Vt.  1,  39  AU.  447,  67  A.  S.  R.  648,  42 
W.  637,  76  A.  S.  B.  616,  47  L.R.A.  L.R.A.  673. 


14.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  HO.    See     See  also  Abkest,  vol.  2,  p.  456. 


15.  Cunningham  v.  Baker,  104  Ala.  380,  37  N.  E.  973,  46  A.  S.  R.  4U,  26 
160,  16  So.  68,  53  A.  S.  R.  27;  Sim-  L.R.A.  33. 
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16.  Simmons  v.  Vandyke,  138  Ind. 
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ment.*'  In  international  extradition  the  practice  as  to  apprehension 
and  commitment  without  a  previous  requisition  is  not  settled,  but 
the  judicial  leaning  is  to  the  effect  that  a  United  States  judge  has 
authority  to  issue  his  warrant  for  the  arrest  of  a  supposed  criminal 
'under  a  treaty  with  a  foreign  country  and  the  statutes  passed  to 
carry  it  into  effect,  when  due  complaint  is  made  before  him,  with- 
out a  previous  application  having  been  made  to  the  President.^*  But 
while  a  fugitive  from  justice  may  be  committed  for  a  reasonable 
time  so  as  to  enable  the  government  to  surrender  him  or  the  foreign 
government  to  take  proceedings  for  his  surrender,  if  no  application 
is  made  within  such  reasonable  time  the  prisoner  should  be  dis- 
charged.*' Statutes  in  many  of  the  states  provide  that  a  fugitive 
from  justice  in  one  state  who  has  fled  thereto  from  another  state 
may  be  arrested  and  detained  on  proper  evidence  awaiting  a  demand 
for  his  return  by  the  executive  of  the  state  where  the  crime  was 
committed.  Such  statutes  are  not  in  conflict  with  the  federal  con- 
stitution, but  they  must  be  strictly  complied  with.  Under  them, 
in  order  to  hold  a  fugitive  from  justice  to  await  the  requisition  of 
the  executive  of  another  state,  it  must  affirmatively  appear  from  the 
complaint  on  file  before  the  committing  magistrate  of  the  state  to 
which  such  party  has  fled  that  a  crime  has  been  committed  in  such 
other  state,  that  the  accused  has  been  charged  in  that  state  with 
that  crime,  and  that  be  has  fled  from  justice  and  is  within  the 
state  where  the  arrest  is  made.*" 

11.  Abduction  without  Extradition.— The  mere  fact  that  a  pris- 
oner, being  a  fugitive  from  justice,  was  kidnapped  in  another  state, 
and  brought  into  the  state  from  which  he  fled,  has  been  held  not 
to  constitute  a  reason  why  he  should  be  released,  unless  the  demand 
for,  his  release  is  made  by  the  governor  or  other  executive  authority 
of  each  foreign  state;'  especially  if  the  state  officers  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  wrongful  act  of  bringing  him  into  the  state.*  And 
he  is  not  entitied,  under  the  constitution  or  laws  of  the  United  States, 

17.  Note:  26  L.R.A.  34.  A.  S.  R.  17  and  note;  In  n  Mover,  12 

18.  Note:  26  L.R.A.  34.  Idaho  260,  85  Pac.  897,  118  A.  S.  R. 

19.  Matter  of  Fetter,  23  N.  J.  L.  311,  214, 12  LJt.A.(N.S.)  227,  affinned  in 
67  Am.  Dee.  382;  In  le  Waalibuni,  4  203  U.  S.  221,  27  S.  Ct  121,  61  U.  S. 
Johns.  Ch.  (N.  T.)  106,  8  Am.  Dee.  (L.  ed.)  160;  State  v.  Smith,  1  Bailey 
648.  (S.  C.)  283,  19  Am.  Dee.  679;  Ex 

Note:  46  A.  8.  R.  415.  parte  Baker,  43  Tot.  Crim.  281,  65  S. 

20.  Notes:  46  A.  S.  R.  417;  20  W.  91,  96  A.  8.  B.  871;  Kingen  v. 
L.R.A.  33;  28  L.RA..  801.  KeUey,  3  Wyo.  666,  28  Pac.  36,  16 

See  also  infra,  par.  12,  for  a  gen-  L.R»A..  177  and  note, 

end  discussion  oi  the  right  of  a  state  Notes:  57  Am.  Dec.  400;  7  Ann.  Caa. 

to  pass  laws  relating  to  extradition.  1056. 

1  Cook  T.  Hart,  146  U.  S.  183,  13  2.  Ex  parte  Wilson,  63  Tex.  Grim. 

S.  Ct.  40,  36  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  934;  Kz  281,  140  S.  W.  98»  36  L.R.A.(N.3.) 

HTte  Barker,  87  Ala.  4,  6  So.  7,  13  243. 
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to  release  from  detention  *  It  has  also  been  held  that  the  fact  that 
a  prisoner  has  been  kidnapped  in  a  foreign  country,  and  brought 
by  force,  against  his  will,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  state  whose 
law  he  has  violated,  with  no  reference  to  an  existing  extradition 
treaty,  and  no  proceeding  or  attempt  to  proceed  under  the  treaty,  does 
not  establish  any  right  under  the  constitution  or  the  laws  or  treaties 
of  the  United  States;  as  the  treaties  of  extradition  to  which  the 
United  States  is  a  party  do  not  guarantee  to  a  fugitive  from  the 
justice  of  one  of  the  countries  an  asylum  in  the  other.*  But  there 
is  some  authority  to  the  effect  that  where  a  person  is  arrested  in 
one  state  without  warrant,  requisition,  extradition,  or  other  lepal 
process,  and  by  force,  fraud,  deceit,  or  other  means  taken  into  another 
state  to  answer  to  a  criminal  charge,  the  latter  state  acquis  no 
jurisdiction  over  him.^ 

12.  Right  of  a  State  to  Legislate  on  the  Subject  of  Extradition. — 
By  virtue  of  the  treaty-making  power  the  whole  subject  of  foreign 
intercourse  is  committed  exclusively  to  the  federal  government. 
Hence  it  has  been  held  that  any  statutes  of  a  state  which  provide 
for  the  surrender  of  fugitives  from  justice  from  foreign  countries 
are  unconstitutional,  and  a  warrant  issued  by  the  governor  in  pur- 
suance thereof  is  void.*  However,  the  validity  of  state  legislation 
ancillary  to  and  in  aid  of  the  act  of  Congress  in  regard  to  inter- 
state extradition  is  now  well  established.^  Moreover,  while  state 
legislation  impairing  the  full  operation  of  the  constitution  and  laws 
of  Congress  would  be  void,  yet  a  state  may  enact  laws  on  the  subject 
at  a  stage  prior  to  that  which  the  constitution  and  federal  laws  have 
designated  as  the  time  at  which  they  take  cognizance  of  it  (which 
is  not  until  a  demand  has  been  made  for  the  delivery  of  fugitive.s 
from  justice),  provided  that  such  enactments  are  not  inconsistent  with 
the  end  named  in  the  constitution.^  A  state  may  also,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  its  reserved  sovereign  powers,  and  as  an  act  of  comity  to  a 
sister  state,  provide  by  statute  for  the  surrender,  on  requisition,  of 
persons  who  are  indictable  for  a  crime  committed  through  their 
constructive  presence  in  such  sister  state,  Uiough  they  have  never 

3.  Malion  v.  Justice,  127  V.  S.  700,  opinion  of  Cliief  Justice  Taney  was 
8  S.  Ct.  1204,  32  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  283.  concurred  in  by  three  of  his  associates, 

4.  Kerr  v.  Illinois,  119  U.  S.  436,  7  and,  as  to  tlie  merits,  substantially  by 
S.  Ct.  225,  30  U.  S.  {L.  ed.)  421,  af-  two  others);  Kentucky  v.  Dennison, 
firming  110  III.  627,  51  Am.  Rep.  706.  etc.,  24  How.  66,  16  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

6.  In  re  Robinson,  29  Neb.  135,  45  717;  People  v.  Curtia,  50  N.  Y.  321, 
N.  W.  267,  26  A.  S.  R.  378,  8  L.R.A.  10  Am.  Rep.  483. 


'  6.  Holmes  v.  Jenniaon,  14  Pet.  540, 
10  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  579  (in  which  case 
there  was  a  divided  court,  but  the 


398. 

Note:  15  L.R.A.  177. 
And  see  Habeas  Corpus. 


Note:  1  L.R.A.  372. 

7.  Notes:  68  A.  B.  R.  133;  112  A. 
S.  R.  111. 

8.  Kurtz  V.  State,  22  Fla.  36,  1  A. 
S.  R.  173. 

Note:  28  L.R.A.  802. 
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been  corporally  within  such  state,  and  have  never  fled  therefrom 
to  escape  arrest  and  punishment,*  since,  in  the  absence  of  such  stat- 
ute, such  persons  are  not  subject  to  extradition  by  the  latter  state; 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  remarking  in  this  connection 
that  the  exercise  of  junsdiction  by  a  state  to  make  an  act  com- 
mitted without  its  limits  a  crime  against  the  state  is  an  entirely 
different  proposition  from  that  involved  in  the  assertion  that  the 
person  committing  such  act  comes  under  the  federal  statute,  and  is 
to  be  delivered  up  as  a  fugitive  from  the  justice  of  that  state.**  A 
statute  of  a  state  authorizing  the  governor  alone  to  issue  a  warrant 
is  not  repugnant  to  the  act  of  Congress  directing  that  the  demand 
and  surrender  of  fugitives  shall  be  made  by  the  "executive  author- 
ity" of  the  state.**  While  it  has  been  declared  that  state  laws  can- 
not make  any.  further  requirements  than  those  made  by  the  act  of 
Congress,  yet  it  seems  that  the  laws  of  a  state  may  require  the  gov- 
ernor to  surrender  a  fugitive  on  terms  less  exacting  than  those 
imposed  by  the  act  of  Congress  and  also  that  the  states  may  pro- 
vide for  cases  not  provided  for  by  the  United  States.**  Under  a 
state  statute  providing  that  if  the  governor  finds  that  the  demand 
for  the  arrest  of  a  fugitive  from  justice  is  conformable  to  law  and 
ought  to  be  complied  with,  he  shall  issue  his  warrant,  the  governor 
exercises  executive,  and  not  judicial,  functions,  and  any  mode  of 
proof  which  to  him  is  satisfactory  in  kind  and  convincing  in  effect, 
and  has  a  reasonable  tendency  to  establish  the  flight  from  justice, 
fuinis  all  the  requirements  of  ihe  law.** 

III.  Between  What  FoLiTicAt  Entities  Rioht  Exists 

13,  Eztraditioii  to  and  from  the  Territories  or  Other  Possessions 

or  Protectorates  of  the  United  States. — While  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  merely  authorizes  the  extradition  of  "a  person  charged 
in  any  state  with  treason,  felony,  or  other  crime,  who  shall  flee 
from  justice,  and  be  found  in  another  state,"  the  act  of  Congress 
relating  thereto  uses  the  words  "state"  and  "territoiy."  However, 
as  under  article  4,  section  3,  of  the  constitution,  Congress  has  power 
to  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory 
or  oth^  property  of  the  United  States,  it  would  seem  that  if  Con- 
gress deems  it  a  needful  rule  or  regulation,  relating  to  the  terri- 
tories, to  extradite  their  fugitive  criminals,  it  has  the  power  to  pass 

9.  State  T.  Hall,  115  N.  C.  811,  20  92  A.  8.  R.  706,  60  L.K.A.  774. 
8.  E.  729,  44' A.  S.  R.  501,  28  LJt.A.     12.  Com.  v.  Hall,  9  Gray  (Mass.) 


11.  Hyatt  V.  People,  188  U.  S.  691,  14.  Fairell  v.  Hawley,  78  Conn.  150, 
23  S.  Ct.  456,  47  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  657,  61  Atl.  502,  112  A.  S.  R.  98,  3  Ann. 
affirming  172  N.  T.  176,  64  N.  £.  825,  Caa.  874,  70  LJI.A.  686. 


289. 


10.  See  infra,  par.  15,  23  et  seq. 


262,  69  Am.  Dee.  285. 
IS.  Nnte:28L.RJL.  802. 
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such  a  rule,  and  that  it  is  binding  on  fho  states,  and  is  to  be 
observed  and  obeyed  by  them.**  Thus  the  power  of  Congress  to  legis- 
late with  respect  to  exta*adition  from  the  Indian  Territory  was  upheld 
prior  to  its  admission  to  statehood,  and  likewise  its  power  to  make 
special  provisions  with  respect  to  the  extradition  of  persons  committing 
crimes  in  Alaska  has  been  sustained.'*  After  the  war  with  Spain, 
Cuba  was  regarded  as  foreign  territory  within  the  meaninj;  of  the  Act 
of  Congress  of  June  6, 1900,  amending  U.  S.  Rev.  Stat  §  5270,  so  as  to 
provide  for  extradition  of  persons  violating  laws  of  foreign  territory 
occupied  by,  or  under  the  control  of,  the  United  States,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  the  island  was  then  under  a  military  govern- 
ment appointed  by  and  representing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  the  work  of  assisting  the  inhabitants  of  that  island  to  estab- 
lish a  government  of  their  own.'^  Precisely  the  same  power  to  issue 
a  requisition  for  the  return  of  a  fugitive  criminal  as  is  possessed 
under  the  federal  statutes  by  the  governor  of  any  organized  terri- 
tory, is  given  the  governor  of  Porto  Rico  by  the  Act  of  April  12,  1900, 
providing  that  the  laws  of  the  United  States  not  locally  inapplicable 
shall  be  in  force  and  effect  in  Porto  Rico,  and  that  the  governor 
shall  have  all  the  powers  not  locally  inapplicable  of  governors  of 
the  territories  of  the  United  States.*®  The  right  of  a  state  to  extra- 
dite a  fugitive  from  justice  is  not  affected  by  its  transition  frora  a 
territorial  to  a  state  government  between  the  time  of  the  commission 
of  the  oflFense  and  the  arrest  of  the  prisoner."*  Moreover,  the  fact 
that  an  accused,  who  was  being  extradited  by  Great  Britain,  was 
arrested  while  on  a  British  ship  when  it  came  into  American  waters 
has  been  held  not  to  affect  the  question  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
government  over  the  extradition  proceedings.*® 

14.  Force  of  Old  Treaties  after  Merger  of  Political  Powers;  Deter- 
minatioii  of  Political  Status  of  Foreign  GoTemments. — ^The  existence 
of  a  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  a  foreign  country  which  has 
been  repeatedly  recognized  by  both  countries  as  still  in  force,  notwith- 
standing the  incorporation  of  the  foreign  country  into  an  empire, 
cannot  be  questioned  by  the  judicial  department  in  proceedings  to 
prevent  the  extradition  of  a  fugitive  from  justice,  who  ia  held  under 
e:£tradition  proceedings  under  that  treaty,  as  the  question  is  a  politi- 
cal one,  and  the  courts  must  accept  the  determination  thereof  by 
the  political  department  of  the  government^    But  under  a  treaty 

15.  Notes:  112  A.  S.  R.  112;  1     19.  Ex  parte  McCarthy,  66  Tex. 


17.  Neely  v.  Henkel,  180  U.  S.  109,     20.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  113. 

21  S.  Ct.  302,  45  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  448.        1.  Terlinden  v.  Ames,  184  U.  S.  270, 

18.  New  York  v.  Bingham,  211  U.  22  S.  Ct  484, 4fi  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  631 
S.  468,  29  6.  Ct  190, 53  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

286. 


L.R.A.  371. 

16.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  113. 


964  and  note. 
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providing  for  extradition  for  crimes  "committed  within  the  juris- 
diction" of  either  party,  the  place  where  the  crime  was  committed 
must  have  been  a  part  of  the  political  possessions  of  the  demand- 
ing government  at  the  time  of  its  commission,  and  acts  committed 
in  a  territory  which  has  been  annexed  to  the  demanding  government 
since  the  act  was  committed  do  not  come  within  the  purview  of  such 
treaty.'  And  since  the  political  status  of  foreign  governments  is  a 
political  and  not  a  judicial  question,  the  status  of  an  annexed  country 
prior  to  a  proclamation  of  annexation  is  to  be  determined  by  the 
department  of  state;  although  the  courts  may  take  judicial  notice  that 
a  dominion  or  dependency  such  as  the  Dominion  of  Canada  is  the 
possession  of  a  certain  country.' 


15.  Fugitives  from  Justice. — ^The  persons  against  whom  extradi- 
tion proceedings  are  directed  must  of  course  be  fugitives  from  justice; 
and  while  there  may  be  a  want  of  harmony  in  the  decisions  on  the 
question  whether  the  courts  will  recognize  "constructive"  flight  from 
justice,*  the  language  of  the  federal  statute  seems  to  provide  that 
the  act  shall  have  been  committed  by  one  who  at  the  time  was 
personally  present  within  the  demanding  state.  Thus  it  refers  to 
a  demand  by  the  executive  of  a  state  for  the  surrender  of  a  person 
as  a  fugitive  from  justice  by  the  executive  of  a  state  to  which  such 
person  has  fled,  and  it  requires  the  production  of  a  copy  of  the 
indictment  found  or  the  aflidavit  made  before  a  magistrate,  contain 
ing  the  necessary  charges  and  properly  certifled  by  the  executive  of 
the  state  or  territory  from  which  the  accused  has  fled,  and  it  impose* 
on  the  executive  of  the  state  to  which  the  accused  has  fled  the  dut^ 
to  cause  his  arrest.* 

16.  Fugitives  in  Custody  of  Asylum  States — ^Not  only  has  an 
asylum  state  the  right  to  punish  an  accused  fugitive  for  crimes  com- 
mitted within  its  jurisdiction  before  it  becomes  obligated  to  honor 
a  requisition  for  extradition  by  a  sister  state,*  but  where  an  extra- 

2.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R./113.  Notes:  67  Am.  Dec.  399;  68  A.  S. 


4.  Jones  v.  Leonard,  50  la.  106,  32     See  also  Re  Opinion  of  Justices  to 

Am.  Rep.  116.   See  also  supra,  par.  the  Govenior  and  Council,  201  Mass 

12.  609,  89  N.  E.  174,  24  Ii.R.A.(N.S.) 

6.  Hyatt  t.  People,  188  IT.  S.  691, 23  799  and  note,  wherein  it  is  diatinctlj 

S.  Ct  456,  47  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  657  and  held  that  a  peiwin  convicted  of  crime 

note,  afUnning  172  N.  T.  176,  64  N.  and  duly  committed  to  and  confined  b 

E.  825, 92  A.  S.  R.  706,  60  L.R.A.  774.  a  penal  iuatitntion  cannot  be  taken 

6.  Taylor  v.  Taintoir,  16  Wall.  366,  therebom  under  and  by  authority  of 

,21  tJ.  S.  (L.  ed.)  287,  affirming  36  a  warrant  issued  by  the  governor  for 

:  Conn,  242,  4  Am.  Rep.  58 ;  Ha^ey  the  extradition  of  sudi  person,  on  law- 

v.  Welsh,  107  Ind.  2S3,  8  N.  E.  141,  ful  demand  of  the  executive  of  an- 


IV.  Who  May  Bb  Extradited 


3.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  114. 


R.  132. 


b7  Am.  Rep.  101. 


othar  state.  And  see  supra,  par.  9. 
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dited  fugitive  escapes  and  returns  to  the  asylum  state,  and  is  placed 
under  arrest  there  for  an  offense  committed  there  subsequently  to 
his  return  and  before  his  rearrest  on  the  extradition  charge,  he  may 
be  held  until  the  final  disposition  of  such  charges  before  being  deliv- 
ered to  the  extradition  agent  of  the  demanding  state  under  the  second 
warrant  for  his  arrest  issued  by  the  governor  of  the  asylum  state.^ 
But  an  accused  fugitive  cannot  avail  himself  of  the  fact  that  he 
has  been  convicted  of  a  crime  in  the  asylum  state  and  is  out  on 
bail  pending  his  appeal,  since  that  is  a  matter  which  the  asylum 
state  only  can  take  advantage  of.  On  the  quei--tion  whether  the  fact 
that  an  accused  is  in  jail  under  arrest  in  civil  process  prevents  his 
extradition  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion,  although  generally  it 
would  seem  that  the  demands  of  the  local  laws  ought  first  to  be 
satisfied  ® 

17.  Right  of  Government  to  Refuse  to  Surrender  Its  Own  Citizens 

to  Foreign  Countries. — A  government  has  no  right  to  refuse  extra- 
dition of  its  own  citizens  to  foreign  countries  contrary  to  the  terms 
of  treaty  stipulations.  But  under  a  treaty  which  provides  that  "neither 
uf  the  contracting  parties  shall  be  bound  to  deliver  up  its  own  citi- 
zens," a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  it  has  been  said,  cannot  be 
surrendered  to  the  government  of  another  country  as  a  fugitive  from 
justice;  the  surrender  in  such  a  case  being  made,  not  according  to 
the  discretion  of  the  executive,  but  only  when  required  by  the  treaty.' 
Where,  however,  the  United  States  enters  into  a  treaty  to  deliver 
up  to  anotlier  country  all  persons  who,  being  accused  of  the  commi.s- 
sion  of  a  crime  in  such  otlier  country,  seek  an  a.syluni  witliin  its 
borders,  it  has  been  ruled  Uiat  the  word  "person"  without  qualifi- 
cation includes  all  pereons,  citizens  and  aliens  alike,  niid  under  that 
general  designation  the  executive  cannot  lawfully  withhold  the  sur- 
render of  an  American  citizen  on  requisition  made  by  such  other 
contracting  party.** 

V.  Demand  for  Extradition 
By  Whom  Made 

18.  In  Interstate  Extradition  Proceedings. — ^Under  the  terms  of 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States  the  demand  for  the  extradition 
of  a  fugitive  from- Justice  shall  be  made  by  "the  executive  authority 
of  the  state  from  which  he  fled."  The  governor  of  the  state  is  gen- 
erally regarded  as  the  chief  executive  authority  of  a  stale  or  terri* 

7.  Ex  parte  Hobbs,  32  Tex.  Crim.  L.R.A.  589. 

312,  22  S.  W.  1035,  40  A.  S.  R.  782  10.  Charlton  v.  Kelly,  229  U.  S.  447,. 

and  note.  33  S.  Ct.  945,  57  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1274, 

8.  Notes:  112  A.  8.  R.  115;  46  46  L.RA.(N.S.)  397;  Ex  parte  Mo- 
L.BA.  ni.  Cabe,  46  Fed.  363, 12  L.R.A.  689.  See 

9.  Ex  parte  McCabe,  46  Fed.  363, 12  also  supra,  par.  4. 
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tory.  But  where  the  state  constitution  of  the  demanding  state  pro- 
vide that  in  case  of  disability  of  the  governorj  the  lieutenant-governor, 
or  ID  case  of  his  disability,  the  president  pro  tern,  of  the  Senate,  shall 
act  as  governor,  it  is  not  improper  to  designate  either  of  them  as  the 
"acting  governor,"  and  the  secretary  of  state  may  attest  the  requisi- 
tion as  made  "by  the  governor."  The  chief  justice  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  is  the  person  charged  therein  with 
the  same  duties  in  extradition  proceedings  as  are  imposed  on  the 
governors  of  the  several  states.  The  chief  of  the  Cherokee  nation 
is  not,  however,  the  executive  authority  of  any  state  or  territory  in 
the  sense  in  which  those  words  are  used  in  the  constitution  and  laws 
of  the  United  States,  the  Cherokee  nation  being  a  part  of  what  is 
called  "Indian  country." 

19.  In  International  Extradition  Proceedings. — The  initiation  of 
international  extradition  proceedings  does  not  necessarily  rest  on  a 
demand  or  requisition  by  the  foreign  government  on  our  government, 
but  may  be  commenced  by  the  arrest  of  the  alleged  fugitive  under 
a  warrant  issued  by  a  United  States  commissioner  on  complaint  of, 
a  foreign  consul.  Any  person  whom  the  executive  department  of 
the  foreign  government  delegates  may  institute  the  extradition  pro- 
ceedings, at  least  under  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain.  The  provi- 
sion that  the  commissioner  or  other  officer  has  jurisdiction  to  proceed 
"upon  complaint  made  under  oath"  means  upon  a  "complaint  under 
oath"  in  behalf  of  the  foreign  government  authorized  by  the  treaty 
to  have 'the  surrender  made;  that  is,  the  government  that  has  the 
treaty  right  must  be  the  promoter  of  the  proceeding.  A  requi^tion 
from  a  foreign  government  and  mandate  from  this  government  are 
not  necessary  under  the  United  States  statutes  to  institute  extradition 
proceedings  before  a  committing  magistrate,  and  it  is  .  sufficient  if 
it  appears  that  the  complaining  witness  is  acting  for  the  foreign  gov- 
ernment. And  where  the  complaint  shows  that  it  has  been  made 
by  the  consul  of  the  foreign  government,  it  is  not  necessary  that 
the  jurat  show  his  official  character.^'  Moreover,  no  evidence  is 
required  that  the  consul  of  the  foreign  government  who  makes  the 
complaint  has  authority  to  do  so,  since  all  that  is  required  by  the 
United  States  statutes  is  that  such  complaint  be  made  under  oath.'* 
The  fact  that  the  action  of  the  person  instituting  the  extradition 
proceeding  was  in  behalf  of  the  foreign  government,  and  that  his 
action  was  sanctioned,  ratified  and  adopted  by  the  executive  depart- 
ment of  the  foreign  government,  may  be  shown  at  any  time  while 
the  proceeding  is  pending  before  the  commissioner.*' 

11.  State  V.  Justns,  84  Minn.  237,  87  L.R.A.  372. 

N.  W.  770,  55  L.R.A.  325.  14.  Grin  v.  Shine,  187  U.  S.  181,  23 

12.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  116.  S.  Ct.  98,  47  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  130. 

13.  Notea:  112  A.  S.  R.  116;  1     15.  Note:  L12  A.  S.  B.  117. 
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20.  What  Constitutes  Sufficient  Authentication.— Mere  recitals  in 

the  demanding  governor's  requisition  are  not  sufficient,  of  themselves, 
to  authorize  the  arrest  and  surrender  of  an  alleged  fugitive.**  Nor 
can  affidavits  filed  with  the  governor  of  a  state  and  sent  by  him 
with  a  demand  for  the  surrender  of  a  fugitive  to  the  governor  of 
another  state  be  considered,  if  they  are  not  certified  to  be  authentic 
and  are  not  recited  in  or  used  to  obtain  the  warrants  for  extradition.*' 
But  while  the  affidavit  or  indictment  on  which  a  requisition  is  based 
must  be  certified  by  the  governor  or  chief  executive  as  authentic,  the 
state  seal  need  not  be  affixed  to  the  requisition  papers,*®  A  certifi- 
cate that  the  affidavit  on  which  the  extradition  is  founded  "is  duly 
authenticated  according  to  the  laws  of  said  state"  is  sufficient;'* 
and  where  a  statute  regarding  the  requirements  of  the  certificate  is 
ambiguous,  a  certificate  which  exactly  conforms  to  the  statute  can- 
not be  said  to  be  defective.*"  Moreover,  since  all  that  is  required  ia 
that  the  language  employed  by  the  demanding  governor  in  the  requi- 
,  sition  shall,  when  understood  in  its  ordinary  meaning,  show  that 
the  copy  of  the  indictment  on  which  the  requisition  is  made  ia  gen- 
uine, it  seems  that  a  recital  certified  to  be  "in  due  form"  is  equiva- 
lent to  a  recital  that  the  copy  of  the  indictment  accompanying  the 
requisition  was  "certified  as  authentic,"  and  is  therefore  a  substan- 
tial compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  statute.^  But  it  has 
been  also  held  that  the  act  of  Congress  which  provides  that,  in  oases 
where  depositions,  warrants,  or  other  papers  are  offered  in  evidence 
in  any  extradition  they  shall  be  admitted  as  evidence  and  received 
for  all  the  purposes  of  the  hearing  if  authenticated  in  a  certain 
manner,  applies  only  to  papers  offered  in  evidence  by  the  prosecu- 
tion to  establish  the  criminality  of  the  person  apprehended  and  not 
to  the  documents  or  depositions  offered  on  the  part  of  the  accused  * 
A  certificate  of  an  ambassador  that  certain  dep<»itions  and  other 
documents  "are  properly  and  legally  authenticated  so  as  to  entitle 
them  to  be  received  and  admitted  aa  evidence  for  similar  purposes 
by  the  tribunals"  of  another  country,  is  a  sufficient  authentication.* 
Likewise  the  certificate  of  the  American  ambassador  that  the  papers 

16.  Hartman  v.  Aveline,  30  Ind.  344,     20.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  117. 

30  Am.  Rep.  217.  1.  Notes:  57  Am.  Dec.  396;  112  A. 

17.  Ex  parte  Hart,  63  Fed.  249,  25  S.  R.  118. 

U.  S.  App.  22,  11  C.  C.  A.  165,  28  2.  In  re  Luis  Oteiza  y  Cortea,  136 

L.R.A.  801  and  note;  State  v.  Justus,  TJ.  S.  330,  10  S.  Ct.  1031,  34  U.  S. 

84  Minn.  237,  87  N.  W.  770,  55  L.B.A.  (L.  ed.)  464;  Canada  Gloe  Co.  v.  GaU- 

325.  bert,  36  Quebec  Super.  Ct  473,  18 

Note:  57  Am.  Dee.  396.  Ann.  Caa.  791  and  note. 

18.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  117.  S.  Grin  v.  Shine,  187  U.  8.  181,  23 

19.  Kurtz  T.  State,  22  Fla.  36,  1  A.  S.  Ct.  98,  47  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  130. 
S.  R.  173. 
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vithenticated  are  receivable  in  evidence  in  the  foreign  country  as 

proof  of  the  criminality  of  the  accused  and  his  certiflcate  that  the 
papers  "are  properly  and  legally  authenticated,  so  as  to  entitle  them 
to  be  received  in  evidence  for  similar  purposes  by  the  tribunals"  of 
a  foreign  country,  are  in  proper  form;  but  his  certificate  that  the 
document?  "are  authenticated  in  the  manner  required  by  the  statute 
of  the  United  States,"  is  defective.*  It  seems  that  it  is  unnecessary 
for  the  certificate  of  a  consul  to  designate  the  papers  specifically 
if  it  states  that  the  papers  are  annexed.*  In  fact  it  appears  that,  to 
give  jurisdiction  to  a  United  States  commissioner  of  a  proceeding 
to  extradite  a  fugitive  from  the  justice  of  a  foreign  state,  the  record 
of  proceedings  before  the  foreign  court,  and  the  depositions  of  wit- 
nesses therein  contained,  on  which  the  extradition  proceeding  is 
based,  need  not  be  attached  to  the  complaint  if  they  are  in  the 
custody  and  keeping  of  the  one  making  the  complaint,  and  the 
commissioner  is  possessed  of  the  information  they  contain,  which 
is  sufficient  to  satisfy  him  that  the  proceeding  is  based  on  real 
grounds.*  The  production  of  a  certified  copy  of  an  order  purporting 
to  be  signed  and  sealed  by  a  magistrate  of  a  foreign  country  which, 
though  not  in  the  form  of  a  warrant  of  arrest  as  used  in  the  United 
States,  was  evidently  designed  to  secure  the  apprehension  of  the 
accused  and  his  production  before  an  examining  magistrate,  satis- 
fies the  requirement  of  an  extradition  treaty  providing  that  appli- 
cations for  extradition  shall  be  accompanied  by  an  authenticated  copy 
of  the  warrant  of  arrest,  or  of  some  other  equivalent  judicial  docu- 
ment issued  by  a  judge  or  magistrate  duly  authorized  to  do  so.' 

21.  Who  Anthenticates  the  Papers. — ^In  interstate  extradition  doc- 
uments are  properly  authenticated  if  they  are  certified  to  by  the 
governor  or  chief  magistrate  of  the  demanding  state.*  In  fact,  the 
governor  of  the  state  issuing  the  requisition  is  the  only  proper  judge 
of  the  authenticity  of  the  affidavit.  Although  his  certification  does 
not  make  the  charge  of  crime,  it  authenticates  the  copy  of  that  which 
does  make  it,  and  for  this  purpose  it  is  conclusive.*  In  international 
extradition  the  certificate  of  the  principal  diplomatic  or  consular 
officer  of  the  United  States,  certifying  to  the  signatures  to  the  docu- 
mentary evidence  taken  for  the  purpose  of  extradition,  is  regarded 
as  sufficient; "  and  communications  from  the  secretary  of  state  as 
to  who  was  the  principal  diplomatic  officer  of  the  United  States  at 
any  place  at  a  certain  time  are  not  necessary  in  order  to  enable  a 
court  to  acquire  information  as  to  that  fact,  although  of  course  the 

4.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  119.  5  S.  Ct.  1148,  29  U,  S.  (L.  ed.)  250. 

5.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  117.  9.  Kurtz  v.  State,  22  Fla.  36,  1  A. 

6.  Yordi  V.  Nolte,  215  U.  S.  227,  30  S.  R.  173. 

S.  Ct.  90,  54  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  170.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  121. 

7.  Grin  V.  Shine,  187  U.  S.  181,  23  10.  Rice  v.  Ames,  180  U.  8.  371,  21 
g.  Ct.  98,  47  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  130.  8.  Ct.  406,  45  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  677. 

8.  Ex  parte  Rig^l,  114  U.  S.  642. 
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court  may  receive  such  communications  as  proof  of  the  fact.  A  vice- 
consul  is  net  a  deputy,  but  an  acting  consul,  and  hence  may  authen- 
ticate depositions;  and  requisition  papers  certified  by  "a  charge 
d'affaires  ad  interim  of  the  United  States  to  Great  Britain"  are  not 
insuincient  on  the  ground  of  the  absence  of  the  certificate  of  the 
principal  diplomatic  or  consular  officer  of  the  United  States  resident 
in  such  foreign  country.*^  Depositions  in  international  extradition 
are  also  properly  authenticated  where  they  are  certified  by  the  judge 
of  investigation  attached  to  the  German  court,  as  being  copies,  and 
as  such,  valid  "pieces  of  evidence"  under  the  laws  of  Prussia,  and 
his  signature  is  certified  by  the  president  of  the  court  and  the  letter's 
signature  by  the  minister  of  justice,  all  of  which  is  followed  by  the 
certificate  of  the  foreign  office  and  a  certificate  by  the  American  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary.  Likewise  a  certificate 
by  a  royal  judge  of  Prussia  that  the  affidavits  on  which  the  requi- 
sition is  based  are  "valid  evidence  according  to  the  laws  existing  in 
Prussia"  is  held  to  mean  that  the  affidavits  are  valid  evidence  of 
criminality  in  the  proceedings  specified  in  the  court  where  the  pro- 
ceeding purports  to  be  had  and  is  sufficient^' 

22.  Oral  Proof  of  Authentication  of  Foreign  Papers. — The  authen- 
tication of  original  foreign  papers  may  under  the  statutes  of  the 
United  States  be  made  by  oral  proof,  a  witness  being  permitted  to 
swear  as  to  their  verity  and  identity.  Such  a  witness  may,  there- 
fore, from  his  own  knowledge,  show  that  they  would  be  received 
in  the  courts  of  the  foreign  country  as  evidence  of  the  criminality 
of  the  accused  in  respect  to  the  offense  charged  against  him  as  com- 
mitted there,  if  the  inquiry  took  place  in  such  foreign  courts.  Cop- 
ies, however,  must  be  authenticated  according  to  the  law  of  the  foreign 
country.  The  provision  that  the  certificate  of  the  principal  diplomatic 
or  consular  officer  of  the  United  St&toa  shall  be  proof  that  any  paper 
is  authenticated  as  required,'*  covers  both  originals  and  copies.  How- 
ever, while  practically  there  may  be  no  means  other  than  such  certifi- 
cate of  proving  that  the  authentication  of  copies  is  according  to  the 
law  of  the  foreign  country,  there  is  nothing  in  the  statute  which 
excludes  oral  proof  as  to  what  the  law  of  the  foreign  country  is 
as  to  such  auUientication,  or  oral  proof  that  such  authentication  is 
acoording  to  the  law  of  the  foreign  country.** 

VL  Showing  Rkquirsd  of  Dbmandino  Statb  of  Country 


23.  In  General. — ^As  has  been  previously  noted,  the  federal  con- 
stitution and  the  laws  of  Congress  passed  in  pursuance  thereof  do  not 


12.  Notes:  112  A.  &  S.  120;  1.  14.  Note:  112  A.  S  R.  m 
L.R.A.  373. 


Showing  that  Accused  la  a  FugiHfse 


11.  Note:  112  A.  S.  E.  119. 
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provide  for  the  extradition  of  any  persons  except  those  who  have 
fled  from  or  left  the  demanding  state  as  fugitives  from  the  justice 
of  tliat  state;  ^*  and  it  appears  to  have  been  generally  held  tiiat  a 
person  cannot  be  such  a  fugitive  unless  he  was  in  the  state  from 
which  the  demand  comes  when  it  is  charged  that  the  crime  was 
committed.**  The  fact  of  the  accused's  presence  therein  at  the  time 
of  the  commission  of  the  offense  charged  must  be  affirmatively  shown 
and  should  be  recited  in  the  extradition  warrant.^'  And  the  accused 
is  entitled,  under  the  act  of  Congress,  to  insist  on  pro'of  of  this  fact.*' 
To  be  a  fugitive  from  justice  within  the  meaning  of  the  act  of 
Congress  it  is  not  required  that  the  accused  should  have  left  the 
state  in  which  it  is  alleged  the  crime  was  committed  after  an  indict- 
ment has  been  found  against  him,  or  to  avoid  a  prosecution,  but 
it  is  necessary  that,  having  committed  what  constitutes  an  offense, 
he  is  absent  from  the  state  when  he  is  sought  to  answer  therefor  and  is 
found  within  the  jurisdiction  of  another." 

24.  Who  Is  a  Fugitive. — Whether  a  person  demanded  is  a  fugitive 
from  the  justice  of  the  state  whose  executive  makes  the  demand  is 
a  question  of  fact,  which  the  governor  of  the  state  on  whom  the 
demand  is  made  must  decide  on  the  evidence.*"  As  has  been  already 
indicated,  it  is  a  general  rule  that  to  be  a  fugitive  from  justice  a 
person  must  have  been  actually  present  in  the  state  from  which 
a  demand  for  his  surrender  comes  at  the  time  the  alleged  crime  is 
said  to  have  been  committed.*  However,  departure  from  a  jurisdic- 
■  tion  after  the  commission  of  an  act  in  furtherance  of  a  crime  subse- 


16.  Mahon  v.  Justice,  127  U.  S.  700, 
8  S.  Ct.  1204,  32  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  283; 
Tennessee  v.  Jackson,  36  Fed.  258,  1 
Ii.R.A.  370  and  note;  la  re  Mohr,  73 
Ala.  503,  49  Am.  Rep.  63;  In  re  Moyer, 
12  Idaho  250,  85  Pac  8!)7,  118  A.  S. 
R.  214,  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  227,  affirmed 
in  203  U.  S.  221,  27  S.  Ct.  121,  51  U. 
S.  (L.  ed.)  160.  See  also  supra,  par. 
16. 

16.  Famll  v.  Hawlqr,  78  Conn.  150, 
61  AU.  502,  112  A.  S.  R.  98,  3  Ann. 
Cas.  874,  7a  L.R.A.  686;  Hartman  v. 
Aveline,  63  Ind.  344,  30  Am.  Rep.  217; 
Dennison  v.  Christian,  72  Neb.  703, 101 
N.  W.  1045,  117  A.  S.  R.  817. 

Note:  100  A.  S.  R.  36. 

17.  In  re  Tod,  12  S.  D.  386,  81  N. 
W.  637,  76  A.  S.  B.  616,  47  LJt.A. 
666. 

Note:  28  hSJi.  805. 

18.  Ex  parte  Reggel,  114  U.  S.  642, 
5  S.  a.  1148,  20  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  250; 
FiirreU  v.  Hawley,  78  Conn.  160,  61 


Atl.  502, 112  A.  S.  R.  08,  3  Ann.  Cas. 
874,  70  L.R.A.  686. 

19.  People  V.  Hyatt,  172  N.  T.  176, 
64  N.  E.  825,  92  A.  S.  R.  706,  60 
L.R.A.  774,  affirmed  in  188  U.  S.  691, 
23  S.  Ct  456,  47  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  657; 
Ek  parte  Williams,  10  Okla.  Crim.  344, 
136  Pac.  597, 51  L.R.A.(N.S.)  668  and 
note. 

Note:  1  Ii^.A.  370. 
See  also  infra,  par.  24. 

20.  Roberts  v.  Reilly,  116  U.  S.  80, 
6  8.  Ct.  291,  29  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  544; 
Bassing  t.  Cady,  208  U.  S.  386,  28  S. 
Ct.  392.  52  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  540,  13  Ann. 
Cas.  905  and  note;  Dennison  t.  Chris- 
tian, 72  Neb,  703, 101  N.  W.  1045, 117 
A.  S.  R.  817;  In  re  Tod,  12  S.  D.  386, 
81  N.  W.  637,  76  A.  S.  R.  616,  47 
L.R.A.  666. 

Notes:  57  Am.  Dec.  396;  7  Ann.  Caa. 
1076. 

1.  See  supra,  par.  23. 
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quently  consummated  is  a  flight  from  justice,  and  renders  the  fugi- 
tive liable  to  extradition.'  Moreover,  it  has  been  held  that  a  state 
may,  in  the  exercise  of  its  reserved  sovereign  powers,  provide  by  stat- 
ute  for  the  surrender,  on  requisition,  of  persons  who  are  indictable 
for  a  crime  committed  through  their  constructive  presence  in  a  sister 
state,  although  they  have  never  been  corporally  within  such  state 
and  have  never  fled  therefrom  to  escape  arrest  and  punishment. 
But,  in  the  absence  of  such  statute,  such  persons  are  not  subjo:'t  to 
extradition  by  the  latter  state.'  According  to  the  weight  of  author- 
ity the  reason  for  leaving  the  state  where  the  crime  charged  was 
committed  is  immaterial,  the  mere  fact  of  leaving  after  tlie  commis- 
sion of  the  crime  being  sufiicient*  Moreover,  a  person  may  be  a 
fugitive  from  justice  within  the  meaning  of  the  provisions  of  the 
federal  constitution  and  laws  concerning  extradition,  though  at  the 
time  he  left  the  demanding  state  he  had  no  belief  that  he  had  vio- 
lated its  criminal  laws,  and  though  he  did  not  consciously  flee  from 
justice  in  order  to  avoid  prosecution  for  the  crime  with  which  he  is 
charged."  A  prisoner  in  a  reformatory  who  violates  a  parole  by 
going  into  a  state  unauthorized  by  the  parole  is  a  fugitive  from 
justice  within  the  meaning  of  the  federal  constitution.^  And  a 
person  indicted  a  second  time  for  the  same  offense  is  none  the  less 
a  fugitive  from  justice,  because  after  the  dismissal  of  the  first  indict- 
ment, on  which  he  was  originally  extradited,  he  left  the  state  witli 
the  knowledge  of,  or  without  objection  by,  the  state  authorities.' 
A  person  ia  not,  however,  a  fugitive  from  justice  when  he  comes  into 
a  state  at  the  request  and  in  pursuance  of  the  business  of  the  party 
who  demands  his  surrender,^ 

25.  Degree  of  Proof  Required. — Under  the  federal  statutes  it  is 
required  that  a  governor,  before  issuing  a  warrant  in  extradition 
proceedings,  should  be  satisfled  that  there  is  probable  cause  to  be- 


2.  Strasslieim  v.  Dailv,  221  U.  8. 
280,  31  S.  Ct.  558,  55  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
735;  In  re  Sultan,  115  N.  C.  57,  20 
S.  E.  375,  44  A.  S.  R.  433,  28  L.R.A. 
294. 

3.  Hyatt  v.  People,  188  U.  S.  691, 
23  S.  Ct.  456,  47  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  657, 
affirmed  in  172  N.  Y.  176,  64  N.  E. 
825,  92  A.  S.  R.  706.  60  L.R.A.  774; 
In  re  Mohr,  73  Ala.  503,  49  Am.  Rep. 
63;  Farrell  v.  Hawley,  78  Conn.  150, 
61  Atl.  502,  112  A.  S.  R.  98,  3  Ann. 
Cas.  874,  70  L.R.A.  686;  Jones  v. 
Leonard,  50  la.  106,  32  Am.  Rep.  116; 
State  V.  Hall,  115  N.  C.  811,  20  S.  E. 
729,  44  A.  S.  R.  501,  28  L.R.A.  289 
and  note. 

Note:  7  Ann.  Cas.  1077. 


See  also  supra,  par.  12. 

4.  Drew  v.  Thau,  235  U.  S.  432,  35 
S.  Ct.  137. 

Notes:  28  L.R.A.  290;  7  Ann.  Cas. 
1078. 

6.  Appleyard  v.  Massachusetts,  203 
U.  S.  222,  27  S.  Ct.  122,  51  U.  S.  (L. 
ed.)  161,  7  Ann.  Cas.  1073  and  note. 

6.  Drinkall  v.  Spiegel,  68  Conn.  441, 
36  Atl.  830,  36  L.R.A.  486;  Ex  parte 
Williams,  10  Okla.  Crira.  344,  136  Pac 
597,  51  L.R.A.(N.S.)  668  and  note. 

7.  Bassing  v.  Cadv,  208  U.  S.  386,  28 
S.  Ct.  392,  52  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  540,  13 
Ann.  Cas.  905. 

8.  Ex  parte  Tod,  12  S.  D.  386.  81 
N.  W.  637,  76  A.  S.  B.  616,  47  L.B.A. 
566. 
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tieve  that  at  the  time  when  it  is  charged  that  the  crime  was  com- 
mitted the  accused  was  within  the  state  from  which  the  requisition 
proceeds.'  While  it  is  thus  undoubtedly  incumbent  on  the  gov- 
ernor of  a  state  to  determine  in  some  legal  mode  whether  an  ac- 
cused pei^n  is  a  furtive  from  the  justice  of  the  demanding  state,'* 
the  act  of  Congress  does  not  provide  for  the  kind  of  evidence  to 
be  presented  before  the  governor,  nor  how  it  shall  be  authenticated. 
It  must,  however,  be  satisfactory  to  him,'*  and  it  has  been  said 
that  any  mode  of  proof  satisfactory  in  kind  and  convincing  in  effect 
and  having  a  reasonable  tendency  to  establish  the  fact  of  the  flight 
from  justice  fulfils  the  requirements  of  the  law."'  Hence  an  accused 
person  who  has  been  arrested  under  the  governor's  warrant  will  not 
be  discharged  when  the  evidence  on  the  subject  of  his  presence  in 
or  absence  from  the  state  is  merely  contradictory,"  although  if  it  is 
clearly  shown  that  he  was  not  within  the  demanding  state  when 
the  crime  was  alleged  to  have  been  committed,  and  his  extradition 
is  sought  on  the  ground  of  constructive  presence  only,  the  court  will 
ordinarily  discharge  him.'^  The  charge  that  the  accused  commit 
ted  a  crime  in  one  state,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  he  is  found  in 
the  state  where  his  extradition  is  demanded,  is  prima  facie  evidence 
that  he  is  a  fugitive  from  justice.'*  And  a  statement  in  the  affidavit 
accompanying  an  indictment  that  the  accused  was  "a  fugitive  from 
justice,"  has  been  deemed  sufficient  evidence  on  which  the  governor 
may  find  that  he  was  such  a  fugitive.'*  A  warrant  is  presumptive, 
but  not  conclusive,  evidence  that  a  person  is  a  fugitive  from  justice." 
The  governor  must,  however,  be  guided  by  the  record  produced; 


9.  tFarrell  v.  Hawley,  78  Conn.  150,  14.  Hyatt  t.  People,  188  XT.  S.  691, 
61  Atl.  502,  112  A.  S.  R.  98,  S  Ann.  23  S.  Ct.  456,  47  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  657, 
Cas.  874,  70  L.R.A.  686.  amnning  172  N.  T.  176,  64  N.  E.  825, 

10.  Ex  parte  Reggel,  114  V.  S.  642,  92  A.  S.  R.  706,  60  L.RJL  774.'  See 
5  S.  Ct.  1148,  29  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  250.  also  snpra,  par.  24. 

11.  Munsey  v.  Clough,  196  U.  S.  364,  15.  Pettibone  v.  Nichols,  203  V.  8. 
25  S.  Ct.  282,  49  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  515,  192,  27  S.  Ct.  lU,  51  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
afiSnniug  72  N.  H.  178,  65  Atl.  654,  67  148,  7  Ann.  Cas.  1047;  Marbles  v. 
L.R.A.  946.  Creeey,  215  U.  S.  63,  30  8.  Ct.  32,  54 

Note:  68  A.  S.  R.  129.  V.  S.  (L.  ed.)  92;  Drinkall  v.  Spiegel, 

12.  Pettibone  v.  Nichols,  203  U.  S.  68  Conn.  441,  38  Atl.  830,  36  L.R.A. 
192,  27  S.  Ct.  Ill,  51  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  486;  Farrell  v.  Hawley,  78  Conn.  150, 
148,  7  Ann.  Cas.  1047;  Farrell  v.  Haw-  61  Atl.  502,  112  A.  8.  R.  98,  3  Ann. 
ley,  78  Conn.  150,  61  Atl.  502,  112  Cas.  874  and  note,  70  L.R.A.  686. 
A.  S.  R.  98,  3  Ann.  Cas.  874,  70  L.R.A.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  122. 

686;  State  v.  Clongh,  72  N.  H.  178,  16.  State  v.  Clough,  72  N.  H.  178, 

55  Atl.  554,  67  L.R.A.  946,  affirmed  55  Atl.  554,  67  L.R.A.  946,  affirmed  in 

in  196  U.  8.  364,  25  S.  Ct.  282,  49  U.  196  U.  8.  364,  26  S.  Ct.  282,  49  U.  S. 


13.  Munsey  v.  Cloagh,  196  U.  S.  364,  17.  In  re  Moyer,  12  Idaho  250,  85 
25  S.  Ct.  282,  49  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  515,  Pac.  897,  118  A.  S.  R.  214.  12  L.R.A. 
affirming  72  N.  H.  178,  56  Atl  654,  (N.3.)  227,  affirmed  in  203  V.  8.  221, 


8.  (L.  ed.)  515. 


(L.  ed.)  515. 


67  L.R.A.  946. 


27  8.  Ct.  121,  51  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  160; 
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he  has  no  authority  to  make  any  addition  to  it  nor  look  behind  the 
affidavit  or  indictment  and  no  judicial  hearing  is  required  before 
him.**  Hence  the  accused  is  not  entitled,  as  of  right,  to  be  heard 
on  the  question  whether  he  is  a  fugitive  from  justice.^* 

26.  Effect  Where  Accused  Was  in  Demanding  State  during  Period 
Limiting  the  Commencement  of  Prosecution. — Evidence  that  the 
accused  did  not  depart  from  the  state  and  did  not  conceal  himself 
therein  during  the  period  in  which  he  was  amenable  to  process,  under 
a  provision  requiring  that  an  indictment  be  found  within  a  certain 
time  from  the  commission  of  the  crime,  is  evidence  tending  to  estab- 
lish the  fact  that  he  was  not  atugitive  from  justice  and  so  not  within 
the  provisions  of  the  constitution  or  of  the  net  of  Congress.*** 


Showing  that  Accused  U  Charged  with  Commission  of  Crime 

27.  In  General. — The  governor  of  a  state  has  no  authority  to  issue 
a  warrant  for  the  arrest  of  an  alleged  fugitive  from  justice,  unless 
the  latter  has  been  charged  with  crime  in  a  state,  whence  it  is  alleged 
he  has  fled,  either  by  indictment,  information,  affidavit  or  other  form 
of  accusation  known  to  the  laws  of  that  state,^  and  whether  or  not  an 
accused  is  so  charged  is  a  jurisdictional  question  which  is  always  open 
on  the  face  of  the  papers  to  judicial  inquiry.'  But  the  act  charged 
must  be  one  of  strictly  criminal  nature,  and  hence  a  chaise  of  bastardy 
being  of  a  mixed  character  and  not  strictly  a  criminal  prosecution 
does  not  justify  extradition.'  The  crime,  however,  may  be  statutory 
and  need  not  be  a  common  law  offense.*    A  complaint  do^  not 

State  V.  Juatna,  84  ICinn.  237,  87  N.  A.  8.  R.  817,  affirmed  in  196  U.  S.  637, 

W.  770,  55  LJI.A.  325;  Denniaon  v.  25  S.  Ct  795,  49  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  630; 

Christian,  72  Neb.  703, 101  N.W.  1045,  Re  Waterman,  29  Nev.  268,  89  Pac 

117  A.  S.  R.  817;  People  v.  Hyatt,  172  291, 13  Ann.  Cas.  926, 11  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

N.  Y.  176,  64  N.  E.  825,  92  A.  S.  R.  424  and  note;  State  v.  White,  40  Wash. 

706,  60  L.R.A.  774,  affirmed  in  188  U.  560,  82  Pae.  907,  2  L.R.A.(N.S.)  563. 

S.  691,  23  S.  Ct.  466, 47  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  Notes:  68  A.  S.  R.  129:  1  L.R.A. 

657.  371;  28  L3.A.  801;  U  Lit.A.(NJ3,) 

18.  Farrell  v.  Hawley,  78  Conn.  150,  426. 

61  Atl.  502,  112  A.  S.  B.  98,  3  Ann.  2.  Roherts  v.  Reilly,  116  V.  S.  80, 

Cas.  874,  70  L.R.A.  686.  6  S.  Ct.  291,  29  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  544; 

Note:  28  L.R.A.  805.  Munsey  v.  Clough,  196  U.  S.  364,  25 

19.  See  infra,  par.  41.  8.  Ct  282,  49  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  515,  afflrm- 

20.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  122.  ing  72  N.  H.  178,  65  Atl.  554,  67 
For  the  general  effect  of  a  delay  in  L.R.A.  946;  Ex  parte  Spears,  88  Cal. 

instituting  extradition  proceedmgs,  see  640,  26  Pac.  608,  22  A.  S.  R.  341 ; 

infra,  par.  36.  Barranger  v.  Baum,  103  Ga.  465,  30 

1.  lo  re  Mohr,  73  Okla.  503,  49  Am.  S.  E.  524,  68  A.  S.  R.  113. 

Rep.  63;  Ex  parte  Spears,  88  Cal.  640,  3.  Notes:  112  A.  S.  R.  124;  Ann. 

26  Pac.  608,  22  A.  S.  R.  341;  Rosa  v.  Cas.  1912C  1299. 

Crofatt,  84  Conn.  370,  80  Atl.  90,  Ann.  4.  Matter  of  Fetter,  23  N.  J.  L.  311, 

Cas.  1912C  1295;  Denniaon  v.  Chris-  67  Am.  Dec  382  and  nota, 
tian,  72  Neb.  703,  101  N.  W.  1045,  117 
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insufficiently  charge  the  crime  of  embezzlement  as  defined  by  the 
statute  of  a  state  because  it  alleges  that  the  money  embezzled  was 
intrusted  to  and  received  by  the  accused  "in  his  capacity  as  clerk," 
instead  of  charging,  in  the  language  of  the  statute,  that  such  money 
came  into  his- control  or  care  "by  virtue  of  his  employment  as  such 
clerk."  *  The  facts  that  one  of  the  crimes  for  which  an  alleged 
fugitive  from  justice  is  indicted  was  committed  after  his  departure 
from  the  state,  and  that  in  case  he  is  returned  to  the  state  he  may 
be  tried,  on  that  charge,  do  not  remove  him  from  the  class  of  persons 
liable  to  rendition  under  the  federal  constitution,  where  the  indict- 
ment also  charges  the  commission  of  other  crimes  before  the  date  of 
his  departure.* 

28.  Proof  of  Identity. — The  rendition  warrant  is  prima  facie  evi- 
dence that  the  person  in  custody  is  the  person  charged  with  crime 
in  the  demanding  state.^  However,  evidence  is  always  admissible  to 
show  that  an  accused  has  never  been  in  the  demanding  state,  and  that 
he  is  not  the  person  named  in  the  warrant  or  indictment,  and  in 
such  an  event  his  identity  with  the  person  named  in  the  warrant 
must  be  clearly  established."  Hence  the  burden  of  proving  the 
identity  of  a  prisoner  rests  on  those  seeking  his  deportation.*  But  of 
course  his  identity  may  be  established  by  his  own  admission,  when 
brought  before  the  commissioner,  that  he  is  the  person  named  in  the 
complaint.**'  A  finding  that  the  identity  of  the  prisoner  with  the  per- 
son whose  extradition  to  a  foreign  country  is  sought  has  been  estab- 
lished cannot  be  said  to  be  erroneous  where,  in  addition  to  a  photograph 
under  seal  of  the  foreign  magistrate,  which  represents  the  prisoner, 
there  are  other  facts  tending  to  establish  such  identity.^* 

29.  Indictment  or  Affidavit  as  Evidence  of  Act  Being  a  Crime. — 
A  copy  of  an  indictment  accompanying  a  requisition  for  the  extra- 
dition of  a  fugitive  from  justice  is  prima  facie  evidence  that  the  act 
charged  therein  is  a  crime  against  the  laws  of  the  demanding  state; 
and  a  copy  of  an  information,  after  a  preliminary  examination  and 
a  holding  to  answer,  is  entitled  to  the  same  weight  as  evidence  and 
will  on  habeas  corpus  proceedings  be  so  considered.^'  So  a  joinder 
in  one  indictment  of  several  counts  charging  distinct  offenses  will  not 
prevent  the  rendition  of  accused  as  a  fugitive  from  justice, — at  least 
if,  under  the  laws  of  the  state  where  the  indictment  was  found,  it  was 

6.  Grin  v.  Shine,  187  U.  S.  181,  23  Note:  100  A.  S.  R.  38. 

S.  Ct.  98,  47  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  130.  9.  Barnes  v.  Nelson,  23  S.  D.  181, 

6.  State  V.  Clough,  72  N.  H.  178,  55  121  N.  W.  89,  20  Add.  Caa.  544. 
Atl.  654,  67  L.R.A.  946,  affirmed  in  196  10.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  124. 

U.  S.  364,  25  S.  Ct.  282,  49  U.  S.  (L.  11.  Glueksman  r.  Henkel,  221  U.  8. 
ed.)  615.  508,  31  S.  Ct.  704,  66  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

7.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  124.  830. 

8.  Kurtz  V.  State,  22  Fla.  36,  1  A.  12.  In  re  Van  Sdever,  42  Neb.  77% 
8.  R.  173.  60  N.  W.  1037,  47  A.  S.  R.  730. 
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sufficient  to  support  a  conviction  under  one  of  the  counts;  and  the 
governor's  order  is  not  nullified  by  the  fact  that  he  acted  on  copies  of 
affidavits  showing  that  accused  was  a  fugitive  from  justice,  the  orig- 
inals of  which  were  on  file  with  the  governor  of  the  demanding  state, 
rather  than  requiring  the  originals  to  be  produced  before  him,"  But 
the  affidavit,  indictment,  or  information  on  which  it  is  sought  to  hold 
a  party  in  a  proceeding  for  extradition  must  distinctly,  substantially 
and  plainly  charge  an  offense  to  have  been  committed  within  the 
state  from  which  the  accused  is  alleged  to  be  a  fugitive.**  While  a 
verified  complaint  or  affidavit  charging  the  fugitive  with  an  infamous 
crime  is  sufficient,  and  the  description  of  the  crime  contained  in  tiie 
indictment  and  the  bench  warrant  issued  thereon,  when  made  a  part 
of  the  requisition  papers,  may  be  used  to  aid  the  brief  description 
of  the  crime,  yet  a  mere  recital  that  a  duly  authenticated  indictment 
is  annexed,  when  such  is  not  the  fact,  is  not  sufficient.'*  The  suffi- 
ciency of  the  affidavit  will  not  be  inquired  into  in  the  state  in  which 
the  accused  is  found.**  So  an  indictment,  whether  good  or  bad  as  a 
pleading,  which  unmistakably  describes  every  element  of  the  crime 
of  false  swearing  as  defined  by  a  state  statute,  is  a  chfu*ge  of  crime 
within  the  meaning  of  the  federal  constitution;  and  where  the  ques- 
tion is  one  of  procedure  under  the  indictment,  it  is  solely  for  the 
courts  of  the  state  where  the  indictment  was  found.*' 

30.  Determinatioa  of  Criminal  Character  of  Act  Charged. — ^While 
the  question  whether  an  accused  is  charged  with  a  crime  against  the 
laws  of  the  demanding  state  or  country  Is  one  of  law  and  open  to 
judicial  inquiry,**  what  acts  constitute  a  crime  in  a  demanding  st-nte 
so  as  to  make  the  actor  who  is  in  another  state  a  fugitive  from  justice 
is  not  always  an  easy  question  to  answer.  But  it  has  been  held  that 
one  not  in  arrears  under  his  agreement  to  support  his  wife,  from 
whom  he  has  separated  at  the  time  he  leaves  the  state,  is  not  subject 

13.  State  V.  Cloagfa,  72  N.  H.  178,  28  S.  Ct.  714,  52  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1113. 
55  Atl.  554,  67  L.RA.  946,  affirmed  iu     Note:  21  L.RA.(N.S.)  942. 

196  U.  S.  364,  25  S.  Ct  282,  49  U.  S.  Where  the  original  affidavit  on  whieh 

(L.  ed.)  516.  a  warrant  issued  was  defective  in  that 

Note:  100  A.  S.  B.  36.  it  did  not  allege  that  any  erime  had 

14.  Pearce  v.  Texas,  155  IT.  8.  311,  been  committed  by  the  prisoner  within 
15  S.  Ct.  116,  39  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  164;  tbe  state  from  which  he  was  alibied  to 
Compton  V.  Alabama,  214  U.  S.  1,  29  be  a  fugitive,  it  was  said  that,  as  it  ap< 
S.  Ct.  605,  53  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  885,  16  peared  by  the  sulisequent  affidavit  and 
Ann.  Gas.  1098  and  note;  In  re  Tod,  the  evidence  that  the  aU^d  cxime 
12  8.  D.  386,  81  N.  W.  637,  76  A.  was  committed  in  tbat  state,  the  de- 
S.  R.  616  and  note,  47  L.R.A.  666.  fendant  stood  charged  with  the  erime 

Note:  28  L.R.A.  803.  there,  and  was  a  fugitive  from  justice 

8ee  also  supra,  par.  27.  in  that  state  and  he  was  not  entitled 

15.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  125.  to  be  discbai^ed  bat  must  be  con- 

16.  Notes:  28  L.R.A.  803;  16  Ann.  tinued  in  custody.  Matter  of  Fetter, 
Cas.  1101.  23  N.  J.  L.  311,  57  Am.  Dec  382. 

17.  Pierce  t.  Creeey,  210  XT.  S.  387,     18.  See  supra,  par.  27. 
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to  extrsdition  as  a  fugitive  from  justice  for  failure  to  support  her,  in 
case  ho  subsequently  becomes  delinquent  in  his  payments.'*  In 
determining  whether  or  not  a  crime  is  charged  in  a  demanding  state 
a  court  must  have  regard  to  the  laws  of  that  state  alone.***  On  the 
other  hand  in  international  extradition  the  general  principle  of 
international  law  require  that  the  act  on  account  of  which  the  extra- 
dition is  demanded  be  regarded  as  of  a  criminal  character  by  both 
the  demanding  and  asylum  nation,  but  it  is  not  requisite  that  the  act 
be  regarded  as  an  identical  crime.  It  is  sufficient  if  the  essential  char- 
acter of  the  transaction  is  the  same  and  is  made  a  crime  by  the  laws 
of  both  nations.'  Hence  a  charge  of  an  assault  with  intent  to  kill  axtd 
murder  is  regarded  as  practically  the  same  as  an  assault  with  intent 
to  commit  murder,  described  in  a  treaty,  and  extradition  will  be 
allowed  for  it;  and  printing  is  writing  in  the  legal  sense,  so  as  to 
make  the  crime  of  forging  under  the  common  law.'  A  fugitive  from 
the  justice  of  a  foreign  country,  charged  with  the  commission  of 
fraudulent  acts  as  a  corporate  director,  which  are  made  criminal  by 
the  laws  of  that  country  and  by  the  laws  of  the  state  of  the  United 
States  in  which  the  fugitive  is  found,  is  extraditable  under  a  treaty 
with  that  country,  including,  among  other  extraditable  crimes,  fraud 
by  a  corporate  director  "made  criminal  by  the  laws  of  both  countries."  • 
As  there  are  no  common  law  crimes  of  the  United  States,  and  the  taws 
of  the  states  of  the  Union  provide  for  the  punishment  of  nearly  all  ' 
crimes  and  misdemeanors,  a  treaty  provision  which  allows  extradition 
for  such  crimes  "as  according  to  the  laws  of  the  place  where  the 
fugitive  or  person  so  charged  shall  be  found,  would  justify  his  appre- 
hension and  commitment  for  trial  if  the  crime  or  offense  had  there 
been  committed,"  taken  in  connection  with  a  subsequent  treaty  pro- 
viding for  the  extradition  of  persons  charged  with  such  crimes  as  are 
"punishable  by  the  laws  of  both  countries,"  means  that  the  required 
evidence  as  to  the  criminality  of  the  charge  against  the  accused  must 
be  such  as  would  authorize  his  apprehension  and  commitment  for 
trial  in  that  state  of  the  Union  in  which  he  is  found.*  The  effect  of 
a  variance  between  the  complaint  and  the  evidence  in  proceedings 
for  the  extradition  of  a  person  to  a  foreign  country  is  to  be  decided 
on  general  principles,  irrespective  of  the  law  of  the  state  where  the 
proceedings  are  had.  Thus,  where  the  charge  is  forgery  and  uttering 
forged  paper  the  complaint  speaking  of  bills  of  exchange,  while  the 

19.  £s  parte  Euhns,  36  Nev.  487,  461,  39  W.  R.  381,  12  Eng.  RnL  Cas. 
137  Pac.  83,  50  L.RA.{N.S.)  507.  77. 

20.  Barranger  v.  Baam,  103  Oa.  465,  Note:  24  Eng.  Rnl.  Cas.  21. 
30  S.  E.  521,  68  A.  S.  R.  113.  2.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  126. 

1.  Wright  V.  Henkel,  190  U.  S.  40,     3.  Wright  v.  Henkel,  190  U.  S.  40, 
23  S.  Ct.  781,  47  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  948  ;  23  S.  Ct.  781, 47  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  948. 
In  re  Belelencontre  [1891]  2  Q.  B.     4.  Pettit  v.  Walahe,  194  U.  S.  205, 


122,  60  L.  J.  M.  C.  83,  64  L.  T.  N.  S.  24  S.  Ct.  657,  48  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  838. 
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evidence  shows  the  forged  instruments  to  have  been  promissory  notes, 
the  variance  is  not  fatal,  if  the  instruments  are  sutliciently  identified.' 
Where  the  facts  constituting  the  criminality  make  a  showing  of  com- 
petent legal  evidence  for  either  forgery  or  embezzlement,  it  is  not 
incumbent  on  a  foreign  country  to  elect  on  which  charge  it  will  try 
the  accused  if  he  is  allowed  to  be  extradited,  so  long  as  he  is  tri^ 
on  the  facts  which  appeared  in  evidence  before  the  commissioners  in 
the  extradition  proceedings.^ 

31.  How  Laws  of  Demanding  State  or  Country  Are  Proved. — The 
laws  of  a  foreign  country,  when  necessary  to  be  known,  must  be 
proved  as  a  fact.  The  printed  statutes  of  a  demanding  state,  pur- 
porting to  have  been  published  by  its  authority,  are  admissible  to 
prove  that  the  act  charged  against  the  fugitive  from  justice  is  a  crime 
by  the  law  of  that  state.'  Where  an  indictment  is  certified  by  the 
governor  of  the  demanding  state  to  be  authentic  and  to  be  duly 
authenticated,  which  is  all  that  is  required  by  the  act  of  Congre^,  and 
charges  a  crime  under  and  against  Uie  laws  of  that  state,  it  is  imma- 
terial that  it  does  not  appear  that  a  certified  copy  of  such  laws  was 
furnished  to  the  governor  of  the  asylum  state,  as  the  statute  does  not 
require  it  and  the  governor  could  have  insisted,  and  it  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed did  insist,  on  the  production  of  whatever  he  deemed  necessary 
or  important  properly  to  inform  him  on  the  subject;  whereas  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,  to  whose  process  appeal  is  had,  take  judicial 
notice  of  the  laws  of  all  the  states.^ 

32.  Political  Crimes  vithin  Meaning  of  Treaties. — ^In  most  of  the 
treaties  entered  into  by  the  United  States  with  foreign  governments 
tt  is  expressly  provided  that  they  do  not  apply  to  charges  of  a  criminal 
{character.  Moreover,  aside  from  such  express  stipulations  it  may  be 
said  to  be  a  generally  recognized  tenet  of  international  law  that 
political  crimes  are  not  extraditable.  Hence,  while  what  constitutes 
a  crime  of  a  political  character  has  not  yet  been  fully  determined  by 
judicial  authority,  yet  fugitive  criminals  are  not  to  be  surrendered 
for  extradition  crimes,  if  such  crimes  were  incidental  to  and  formed 
a  part  of  political  disturbances.  Accordingly,  during  the  progress  of 
a  revolution  crimes  of  an  atrocious  and  inhuman  character  may  be 
committed  by  the  contending  forces,  and  still  the  perpetrators  of  such 
crimes  may  escape  punishment  as  fugitives  beyond  the  reach  of 
extradition.  It  does  not  devolve  on  the  courts  in  extradition  pro- 
ceedings to  determine  what  acts  are  or  are  not  within  the  rules  of 
civilized  warfare;  and  while  men  in  heated  blood  often  do  things  which 

6.  Glneksmon  v.  Henkel,  221  U.  S.     7.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  126. 
508,  31  8.  Ct.  704,  65  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)      8.  Roberta  v.  Reilly,  116  U.  B.  80, 
830.  6  S.  Ct.  291,  29  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  544. 

6.  Bryant  v.  United  States,  167  U. 
S.  104, 17  S.  Ct.  744,  42  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
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are  against  and  contrary  to  reason,  none  the  less  acts  of  this  descrip- 
tion may  be  done  for  the  purpose  of  furthering  a  political  rising,  even 
though  the  acts  may  be  deplored  as  cruel  and  against  all  reason. 
Hence  all  crimes  associated  with  the  actual  conflict  of  armed  forces 
are  of  a  poHtical  character  and  the  perpetrators  of  them  cannot  be 
extradited.'  But  the  decision  by  a  commissioner  in  favor  of  the 
extradition  of  persons  charged  with  murder  and  other  crimes,  during 
a  raid  into  an  adjoining  country,  even  if  there  be  some  evidence  that 
their  purpose  was  to  fight  against  the  foreign  government,  is  hnal  for 
the  purposes  of  the  preliminary  examination  unless  palpably  erroneous 
in  law.^" 

33.  Offenses  Extraditable  under  Federal  Constitution. — ^Each  state, 

except  as  its  authority  may  be  limited  by  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  has  power  to  declare  what  shall  be  offenses  against  its 
laws,  and  citizens  of  other  states  within  its  jurisdiction  are  subject 
thereto.  In  recognition  of  this  right  so  reserved  by  the  states,  the 
words  "treason,  felony  or  other  crime"  employed  in  the  federal  con- 
stitution, article  4,  section  2,  to  define  extraditable  ofi'enses,*'  were 
intended  to  include  every  offense  against  the  laws  of  the  demanding 
state,  without  exception  as  to  the  nature  of  the  crime,^^  whether  made 
so  by  common  law  or  by  statute.*'  The  word  "crime"  comprehends 
every  offense,  not  excluding  misdemeanors;**  and  the  obligation  to 
surrender  a  fugitive  for  an  act  made  criminal  by  the  law  of  the 
demanding  state  but  not  by  the  state  on  which  the  demand  is  made, 
is  the  same  as  if  the  alleged  act  were  a  crime  by  the  law  of  both 
states.**  A  person  against  whom  a  complaint  for  a  felony  has  been 
filed  before  a  committing  magistrate,  who  can  only  charge  or  hold  for 
trial  before  another  tribunal,  is  "charged"  with  the  crime  within  the 
meaning  of  the  federal  constitution.** 

34.  Who  Are  Magistrates  within  Federal  Law. — Generally  the 
word  "magistrate,"  as  used  in  the  federal  statute  specifying  as  a 
judicial  act  necessary  to  authorize  the  surrender  of  a  fugitive  the  pro- 

9.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.126.  Notes:  57  Am.  Dee.  396:  Ann.  Gas. 

10.  Omelas  v.  Biuz,  161  U.  S.  502,  1912C  1299. 

16  S.  Ct  689,  40  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  787.  14.  Kentucky  t.  Dennison,  etc.,  24 

11.  See  supra,  par.  2.  How.  66,  16  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  717; 

12.  Kentucky  v.  Denuison,  etc.,  24  Kx  parte  Reggel,  114  U.  S.  642,  5  S. 
How.  66,  16  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  717;  Ex  Ct  1148,  29  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  250;  State 
parte  Reggel,  U4  U.  S.  642,  5  S.  Ct.  t.  Stewart,  60  Wis.  687, 19  N.  W.  429, 
1148,  29  IT.  S.  (L.  ed.)  250;  Ross  60  Am.  Rep.  388. 

T.  Crofutt,  84  Conn.  370,  80  Atl.  90,     Notes:  112  A  S.  B.  130;  Ann.  Gas. 
Ann.  Cas.  19120  1295  and  note.         1912C  1298. 
Note:  1  L.R.A.  370.  15.  Note:  U2  A.  S.  R.  129. 

13.  Taylor  v.  Tainter,  16  Wall.  366,  16.  Matter  of  Strauss,  197  U.  S.  324, 
21  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  287,  affirming  36  25  S.  Ct  636,  49  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  774. 
Conn.  242,  4  Am.  Rep.  58;  In  re 

Brown,  112  Uasa.  409,  17  Am.  Rep. 
U4. 
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ductioQ  of  a  copy  of  an  indictment  found  or  an  affidavit  made  befote 
any  magistrate  of  any  state  or  territory,'^  has  reference  to  any  person 
who  is  regarded  as  a  magistrate  under  the  law  of  the  state  where  the 
alleged  crime  is  committed/*  hence  any  judicial  officer  having  sum- 
mary jurisdiction  in  matters  of  criminal  or  quasi-criminal  nature, 
such  as  justices  of  the  peace,  police  judges  and  American  consuls  in 
foreign  ports.  An  assistant  police  magistrate  of  a  city  is  a  "magis- 
trate" within  the  meaning  of  the  federal  law  relating  to  the  extradition 
of  fugitives  from  justice.^' 

Showing  of  Good  Fcdth 

35.  Ulterior  Motive  or  Malice. — Where  a  warrant  of  extradition  is 
sought  for  some  ulterior  purpose,  as  for  instance  for  the  purpose  of 
collecting  private  debts  or  gratifying  personal  malice,  it  is  within 
the  discretionary  power  of  the  governor  of  a  state  to  refuse  to  issue 
it.*»  If,  however,  a  governor  has  issued  his  warrant  the  courts  will 
not  inquire  into  the  motive  or  purpose  of  the  proceeding."  Nor  will 
the  courts  inquire  into  the  motives  which  induced  a  governor  to 
honor  a  requisition,  since  such  an  inquiry  would  be  opposed  both  to 
the  plainest  principles  of  public  policy  and  to  freedom  of  action  by  the 
^ecutive  within  his  constitutional  authority.*  In  international  pro- 
ceedings  it  has  been  intimated  that  it  is  proper  for  the  courts,  in  the 
review  of  proceedings,  to  see  that  no  extradition  is  consummated  on 
a  mere  pretext  or  to  subserve  private  malice  or  to  force  the  surrender 
of  political  offenders.*  If,  however,  it  appears  that  a  crime  has  been 
committed  and  it  is  probable  that  the  accused  has  fled  to  the  United 
States  for  refuge,  and  the  extradition  proceedings  are  otherwise  valid, 

17.  See  supra,  par.  2.  in  which  he  may  be  found  to  refuse 

18.  In  re  Kaine,  14  How.  103,  14  to  surrender  him  on  demand  duly  made. 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  345;  Compton  v.  Ala-  Marbles  v.  Creecy,  215  U.  S.  63,  30  S. 
bama,  214  U.  S.  1,  29  S.  Ct.  605,  53  Ct.  32,  54  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  92. 

n.  S.  (L.  ed.)  885,  16  Ann.  Cas.  1098  21.  In  re  Sultan,  115  N.  C.  57.  20 

and  note.  S.  E.  375,  44  A.  S.  R.  433.  28  L.R.A. 

19.  Kurtz  T.  State,  22  Fla.  36, 1  A  294;  Com.  v.  Supcrinteadent  of  Phila- 
S.  R.  173.  delpliia  County  Prison,  220  Pa.  St.  401. 

20.  In  re  Saltan,  115  N.  G.  57,  20  69  Atl.  916,  21  L.R.A.(N.S.)  939  and 
S.  G.  375,  44  A.  S.  R.  433,  28  L.R.A.  note. 

294.  1-  Pettibone  v.  Nichols,  203  U.  S. 

Note:  68  A.  8.  R.  133.  192,  27  S.  Ct.  Ill,  51  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

The  mere  suggestion,  however,  that  148,  7  Ann.  Cas.  1047  and  note;  Re 

the  alleged  fugitive  from  the  justice  Moyer,  12  Idaho  250,  85  Pac.  897, 118 

of  another  state  will  not,  because  of  A.  S.  R.  214,  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  227, 

his  race  and  color,  receive  a  fair  and  affirmed  in  203  U.  S.  221,  27  S.  Ct 

impartial  trial  in  the  court  of  the  de-  121,  51  U.      (L.  ed.)  160. 

manding  state,  and  will  not  be  ade-  Note:  57  Am.  Dee.  393. 

quately    protected    against   violence  2.  Grin  v.  Shine,  187  U.  S.  181,  23 

while  in  the  custody  of  that  state,  does  S.  Ct.  98, 47  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  130. 

Mt  require  the  executive  of  the  state  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  130, 13L 
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it  has  been  held  that  evidence  of  malice  or  ulterior  motives  on  the 
part  of  the  prosecuting  witness  in  the  foreign  country  does  not  in- 
validate the  extradition  commitment.* 

36.  Delay  in  Proceedings. — It  seems  that  the  statutes  of  limitations 
of  the  respective  states  do  not  apply  to  extradition  proceedings,*  and 
consequently,  speaking  generally,  one  who  has  become  a  fugitive  from 
justice  may  not  by  lapse  of  time  cease  to  be  so  regarded.  Thus,  a  find- 
ing that  an  accused  is  a  fugitive  from  justice  is  not  precluded  by  the 
fact  that  the  indictment  shows  that  the  offenses  were  committed  more 
than  six  years  before  the  indictment  was  found."  And  extradition  pro- 
ceedings, based  on  an  indictment  for  the  crime  of  receiving  and  aiding 
in  the  concealment  of  stolen  property  knowing  it  to  have  been  stolen, 
have  been  commenced  twelve  years  after  the  alleged  0ight  of  the 
accused,  though  his  whereabouts  appears  to  have  been  known.* 

VII.  Forms  of  Fleadikg  or  Process  Required 

37.  Techmcal  Sufficiency  of  Indictment,  Affidavit  or  Complaint.— 
Each  state  has  the  right  to  prescribe  the  forms  of  pleading  and  process 
to  be  observed  in  its  courts,  in  both  civil  and  criminal  cases,  subject 
only  to  those  provisions  of  the  national  constitution  designed  for  the 
protection  of  life,  liberty  and  property  in  all  the  states  of  the  Union. 
Consequently  in  a  case  involving  the  surrender,  under  the  act  of 
Congress,  of  a  fugitive  from  justice,  it  may  not  be  objected  thai  the 
indictment  is  not  framed  according  to  the  technical  rules  of  criminal 
pleading,  if  it  conforms  substantially  to  the  laws  of  the  demanding 
state."  Kor,  although  to  constitute  prima  facie  evidence  of  a  charge 
of  crime  against  an  accused  in  the  demanding  state  an  indictment 
must  substantially  charge  him  with  an  extraditable  offense,*  need  it 
conform  to  the  technical  rules  of  pleading  of  the  demanding  state.* 
The  technical  sufiiciency  of  an  indictment  against  an  alleged  fugitive 
from  justice  is  a  maUer  for  the  courts  of  the  demanding  state.  Hence 

3.  Note:  112  A.  S.  K.  131.  8.  See  supra,  par.  27,  29. 

4.  See  Limitation  of  Actions.  9.  Kentucky  v.  Dennison,  et«.,  24 

5.  Slate  V.  Clough,  72  N.  H.  178,  55  How.  66,  16  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  717;  Ex 
Atl.  554,  67  L.R.A.  946,  affirmed  in  parte  Reggel,  114  U.  S.  642,  5  S.  Ct. 
196  U.  S.  364,  25  S.  Ct  282,  49  U.  S.  1148,  29  U.  B.  (L.  ed.)  250;  Munsey 
(L.  ed.)  515.  V.  Clough,  196  U.  S.  364,  25  S.  Ct.  282, 

But  for  a  contrary  holding  where  49  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  515,  afflrming  72 

the  accused  was  in  the  demanding  state  N.  H.  178,  65  Atl.  554,  67  L.R.A.  946; 

during  the  period  limiting  the  com-  In  re  Van  Sciever,  42  Neb.  772,  60 

mencement  of  a  prosecution,  see  supra,  N.  W.  1037,  47  A.  S.  R.  730;  Matter 

par.  26.  of  Fetter,  23  N.  J.  L.  311,  57  Am.  Dec. 

6.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  131.  382;  In  re  Renshaw,  IS  S.  D.  32,  99 

7.  Ex  parte  Reggel,  114  U.  S.  642,  N.  W.  83,  U2  A.  S.  a  77& 
6  S.  Ct.  1148,  29  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  250;  " 

Dnw  V.  Thaw,  235  U.  S.  432,  35  S.  Ct. 
137. 
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if  an  oiTidavit  or  indictment  is  sufficient  in  the  demanding  state,  the 
fact  that  it  would  not  be  held  good  in  the  asylum  state  is  immaterial.*** 
The  burden  is  on  the  prisoher  to  show  that  the  indictment  is  in- 
sufficient, by  producing  the  statute  under  which  it  was  found,  or 
other  competent  evidence,  and  the  fact  that  such  statute  was  not 
submitted  with  the  requisition  papers  will  not  warrant  the  presump- 
tion that  it  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  state  from  which  extradition 
is  asked  and  under  which  the  indictment  would  be  insufficient.'* 
The  invalidity  of  one  count  in  an  indictment  because  the  charges  are 
made  solely  on  information- and  belief,  without  setting  forth  the 
sources  of  information  or  the  grounds  of  belief,  will  not  invalidate 
other  counts  in  which  the  natural  intendment  is  that  the  affiant  swore 
to  facts  within  his  p'ersonal  knowledge.*'  Where  an  extradidon  treaty 
employs  general  names,  such  as  murder,  etc.,  in  defining  the  classes 
of  crimes  for  which  persons  may  be  extradited,  the  question  whether 
a  given  offense  comes  within  the  treaty  must  be  determined  by  the 
law  as  it  exists  in  the  two  countries  at  the  time  the  extradition  is 
applied  for,**  and  the  complaint  is  sufficient  if  it  conforms  to  the 
requirements  of  a  preliminary  complaint  under  the  local  law  where 
the  accused  is  found.  Merely  to  refer  to  a  class  of  criminal  acts  is 
not  to  charge  a  specific  crime ;  and  it  is  immaterial  that  the  accompany- 
ing affidavit  fails  to  set  out  a  specific  date  when  the  crime  charged  was 
committed.**  The  omission  of  the  word  "fraudulently"  from  a  com- 
plaint in  extradition  proceedings  charging  embezzlement  does  not 
render  such  complaint  defective,  where  it  alleges  that  the  accused 
"wrongfully,  unlawfully,  and  feloniously"  appropriated  the  property. 
Moreover,  since  a  United  States  commissioner  is  not  without  juris- 
diction, where  he  does  not  assume  to  act  until  after  he  was  specially 
designated,  a  complaint  sworn  to  before  him  when  authorized  gen- 
erally to  take  affidavits  but  not  specially  designated  to  act  in  extra- 
dition proceedings  is  sufficient  under  the  federal  statutes,  which  only 
require  that  the  warrant  of  arrest  shall  issue  on  complaint  made  under 
oath.*'  Neither  is  it  material  that  the  indictment  does  not  show  an 
indorsement  as  a  true  bill  over  the  signature  of  the  foreman  of  the 
grand  jury.**  A  clerical  error  in  the  affidavit  of  the  clerk  of  the  court 
reciting  that  an  indictment  was  returned  "on  the  second  Monday  of 
Feb.,  A.  D.  1892,"  does  not  preclude  a  finding  by  the  governor  that 
the  true  date  was  in  1902,  where  the  correct  date  is  apparent  from  the 
caption  of  the  indictment  and  the  affidavit  of  the  district  attorney.^^ 

10.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  133.  16.  Grin  v.  Shine,  187  U.  S.  181,  23 

11.  In  re  Renshaw,  18  S.  D.  32,  99  S.  Ct.  98,  47  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  130. 
N.  W.  83,  IIZ  A.  S.  R.  778.  16.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  134. 

12.  Riee  v.  Ames,  180  U.  S.  371,  21  17.  State  v.  Clough,  72  N.  H.  178, 66 
8.  Ct.  406,  45  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  577.         Atl.  554,  67  L.R.A.  946,  affirmed  m  196 


13.  See  supra,  par.  30. 

14.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  133. 


U.  S.  364,  25  S.  Ct.  282,  49  V.  S.  CU 
ed.)  616. 
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A  mistake  of  one  lettet  in  the  spelling  of  the  name  of  the  accused  is 
immaterial,  if  he  is  evidently  the  person  intended  and  the  sound  of 
the  names  may  be  the  same.^'  The  mere  fact  that  the  affidavit 
accompanying  the  requisition  papers  fails  to  set  forth  the  facts  on 
which  the  statement  that  the  accused  is  a  fugitive  from  justice  is  made 
does  not  make  the  affidavit  insufficient  as  evidence  on  which  the 
governor  may  find  that  he  was  such  a  fugitive,  even  though  the  evi- 
dence might  be  considered  mcut^^r  or  such  as  to  admit  of  a  different 
conclusion.'*  Where  a  proceeding  is  instituted  under  a  statute  pro- 
viding for  the  arrest  of  persons  charged  with  the  commission  of  any 
criminal  offense  against  the  laws  of  another  state,  which,  if  committed 
in  the  local  state,  would  be  a  crime,  the  ^davit  must  set  forth  all 
that  is  essential  to  constitute  the  offense.^*^ 

38.  Equivalent  Expressions;  Interchangeable  Character  of  Indict- 
ments, Complaints,  Affidavits  and  Informations. — Expressions  equiva- 
lent to  those  required  in  another  state  or  country  in  describing  a 
crime  may  be  used,  provided  they  substantially  describe  it*  Hence 
an  information  charging  the  accused  with  an  assault  with  intent  to 
kill  and  murder  is  sufficient  under  a  treaty  provision  authorizing  the 
extradition  of  persona  charged  with  "assault  with  intent  to  commit 
murder."  '  A  complaint  is  not  necessarily  an  affidavit,  but  if  a  jurat 
is  attached  and  it  is  properly  certified  it  becomes  essentially  an  affi- 
davit. An  indictment  has  been  defined  as  "the  presentation  to  the 
proper  court  under  oath,  by  a  grand  jury,  duly  impaneled,  of  a 
charge  •  describing  an  offense  against  the  laws  for  which  the  party 
charged  may  be  punished."  However,  a  charge  of  crime  by  an 
"information"  has  been  held  to  be  a  compliance  with  the  federal 
statutes  regarding  the  necessity  for  "indictments  found  in  an  affidavit 
made  before  a  magistrate"  in  extradition  proceedings.*  But  other 
authorities  hold  that  an  information  is  not  the  equivalent  of  an  indict- 
ment, and  that  where  it  is  merely  verified  by  the  prosecuting  attorney, 
who  states  that  he  believes  its  contents  to  be  true  and  not  that  ^ey 
are  true,  it  is  not  a  substitute  for  an  affidavit.* 

39.  Effect  Where  Complaint  Is  Merely  Made  on  Information  4nd 
Belief,  though  under  Oath. — A  crime  must  be  distinctly  charged  in 
the  criminal  proceedings,  and  the  charge  of  crime  must  be  made  by 
persons  who  are  acting  under  oath.'  A  complaint  sworn  to  by  a  person 
who  does  not  pretend  to  have  any  personal  knowledge  of  the  facts  or 
charge  contained  therein,  and  who  merely  states  the  charge  on  his 

18.  Note:  28  L.RJ^.  803.  3.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  135. 

19.  Ex  parte  Reggel,  114  U.  S.  642,  4.  Ex  parte  Hart,  63  Fed.  249,  2S 
5  S.  Ct.  1148,  29  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  250.  U.  S.  App.  22,  U  C.  0.  A.  16&  28 

20.  Note:  U2  A.  S.  R.  134.  L.R.A.  801. 

1.  Orin  V.  Shine,  187  U.  S.  181,  23  5.  Grin  v.  Shioe,  187  U.  S.  IBL  23 

6.  Ct  98, 47  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  130.  B.  Ct.  98,  47  V.  S.  (L.  ed.)  130. 
8.  Note:  112  A  S.  R.  134. 
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infonnatioD  and  belief,  ia  insufficient.*  To  hold  otherwise  would 
enable  irresponsible  people  to  make  false  charges  against  those  with 
whom  they  are  at  enmity,  and  permit  them,  after  they  have  gained 
the  confidence  of  public  officials,  to  secure  the  arrest  of  innocent  per- 
sons on  papers  regular  in  character,  but  fraudulent  in  fact^  A  com- 
plaint is  not  saved  by  the  fact  that  the  affiant  describes  himself  as  a 
government  detective  of  the  requisitioning  government,  duly  author- 
ized by  the  attorney-general  to  act  as  the  agent  of  the  government  to 
prosecute  extradition  proceedings.®  But  an  affidavit  charging  the 
commission  of  a  crime  directly  and  positively  is  not  vitiated  by  the 
conclusion,  "as  said  deponent  verily  believed;"  and  some  of  the  de- 
cisions support  the  rule  that  the  charge  of  crime  may  be  made  on 
information  and  belief,  if  the  affiant  or  complfunant  sets  forth  the 
sources  and  details  of  his  information,  so  that  it  may  appear  that  his 
reasons  for  believing  the  accused  to  be  guilty  of  the  offense  charged 
are  based  on  something  more  than  mere  rumor  or  su^icion.'  More- 
over, since  to  hold  that,  in  extradition  proceedings,  the  complaint 
must  be  sworn  to  by  persons  having  actual  knowledge  of  the  offense 
charged  would  defeat  the  object  of  a  treaty,  the  rule  is  that  if  an 
officer  of  a  foreign  government  has  no  knowledge  of  the  facts,  he 
may  make  the  complaint  on  information  and  belief,  stating  the 
sources  of  his  information  and  the  grounds  of  his  belief,  and  annexing 
to  the  complaint  a  properly  certified  copy  of  an  indictment  or  its 
equivalent  found  in  the  foreign  country,  or  a  copy  of  the  depositions 
of  witnesses  having  actual  knowledge  of  the  facts,  taken  under  the 
treaty  and  act  of  Congress.**  And  a  complaint  sworn  to  on  informar 
tion  and  belief  is  sufficient,  where  it  is  supported  by  the  testimony  of 
witnesses  who  are  stated  to  have  deposed,  and  who  therefore  must  be 
presumed  to  have  been  sworn.**  Any  irregularity  in  making  a  com- 
plaint in  extradition  proceedings,  on  information  and  belief,  without 
attaching  thereto  the  record  and  depositions  of  the  foreign  court 
which  are  the  basis  of  the  proceeding,  is  cured  by  the  production  of 


6.  Olncksman  v.  Henkel,  221  U.  S. 
508,  31  S.  Ct.  704,  55  U.  S,  (L.  ed.) 
830;  Ex  parte  Spears,  88  Cal.  640,  26 
Pae.  608,  22  A.  S.  R.  341. 

Notes:  11  LJt.A.(N.S.)  425;  16 
Ann.  Caa.  1101. 

7.  Ex  parte  Hart,  63  Fed.  249,  25 
U.  S.  App.  22,  11  C.  C.  A.  165,  28 
L.R.A.  801  and  note. 

8.  Rice  V.  Ames,  180  U.  S.  371,  21 
S.  Ct.  406,  45  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  577. 

9.  Notes:  112  A.  S.  R.  135;  16  Ann. 
Cas.  1101. 


belief  only.  In  re  Harsha,  11  Ont.  L. 
Rep.  457,  6  Ann.  Cas.  496. 

10.  Rice  V.  Ames,  180  U.  S.  371,  21 
S.  Ct.  406,  45  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  577. 

11.  See  Qtucksman  v.  Henkel,  221 
U.  S.  608,  31  S.  Ct.  704,  55  U.  S.  (L. 
ed.)  830,  wherein  it  is  said  that  whil^ 
of  course,  a  man  is  not  to  be  aint  from 
the  country  merely  oo  donand  or  sur- 
mise, yet  if  there  is  presented,  even  in 
somewhat  untechnic^  form  according 
to  onr  ideas,  such  reasonable  ground  to 
suppose  him  guilty  as  to  make  it  prop- 


Also  in  Canada  it  appears  to  have  er  that  he  should  be  tried,  good  faith 
been  held  that  an  affidavit  is  sufficient  to  the  demanding  goveniBteBt  iMnim 
though  it  is  macU  on  information  and  hu  tauxaxder, 
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the  same  before  the  commissioner.^*  But  a  United  States  commis- 
sioner, before  whom  proceedings  for  extradition  have  been  heard, 
cannot  amend  the  complaint  or  warrant,  or  supply  defects  by  his 
certificate  after  the  case  is  closed  and  a  writ  of  certiorari  is  served  on 
him  to  produce  the  record  of  the  proceedings  had  before  him.'* 


40.  Degree  of  Technicality  Required  in  International  Proceed- 
ings.— ^International  extradition  proceedings  are  of  course  conducted 

under  the  auspices  of  the  federal  government  and  not  under  those 
of  a  state,  although  the  demand  may  be  for  a  crime  committed  against 
the  law  of  that  state.**  The  former  doctrine  that  proceedings  for  the 
extradition  of  an  alien  are  to  be  conducted  with  extreme  technicality 
has  long  since  been  repudiated,  the  investigation  before  the  commis- 
sioner no  longer  being  treated  as  if  it  were  a  trial  before  a  petit  jury. 
Hence  the  substance  and  not  the  mere  form  of  the  proceeding  is  now. 
the  paramount  consideration.**  While  it  was  formerly  held  that  a 
requisition  from  the  demanding  foreign  government  was  required  in 
order  to  give  jurisdiction  to  a  United  States  commissioner  to  conduct 
an  international  extradition  proceeding  it  is  now  established  that 
no  preliminary  requisition  is  necessary,  as  extradition  cannot  be  con- 
summated without  action  by  the  executive,  and  that  the  authority  of 
the  foreign  government  to  act  need  not  appear  in  the  complaint,  if  it 
is  made  to  appear  in  the  examination  before  the  commissioner,  or 
elsewhere  in  tJbe  proceedings;  and  it  is  not  improper  for  a  United 
States  judge  to  make  a  warrant  of  arrest  in  such  a  proceeding  return- 
able before  another  officer,  such  as  a  United  States  commissioner,  hav- 
ing the  same  power  and  jurisdiction  to  act.'*  In  order  to  render 
documents  in  foreign  languages  admissible  in  international  extradition 
proceedings,  they  should  be  accompanied  by  an  accurate  translation 
verified  by  the  translator  by  his  oath  taken  before  a  proper  officer.*' 
A  complaint  in  international  extradition  may  be  based  on  telegraphic 
information.** 

41.  Right  of  Accused  to  Be  Heard  in  His  Own  Defense. — Under 
the  federal  statutes,  no  hearing  before  the  governor  to  whom  the 
requisition  is  addressed  and  no  notice  to  the  person  chared  with  the 
crime  are  required  as  preliminary  to  the  issuance  of  a  warrant  of  extra- 
dition. To  hold  otherwise  would  often  render  the  constitutional  pro- 
vision,  as  well  as  the  statute  passed  to  carry  it  out,  entirely  useless; 

12.  Yordi  V.  Nolte,  215  U.  S.  227,  30     15.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  137. 
S.  Ct.  90,  54  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  170.  16.  Grin  v.  Shine,  187  U.  S.  181,  23 


14.  United  States  v.  Rauscher,  119     17.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  138. 
n.  S.  407,  7  S.  a.  234,  30  U.  S.  (L.     18.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  137. 
ed.)  425. 


VIII.  Conduct  of  Pkoceedings 


18.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  136. 


S.  Ct.  98,  47  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  130. 
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and  the  accused  is  concluded  by  the  prima  facie  case  made  out  by  tho 
papers.'*  In  international  extradition  proceedings,  however,  it  has 
been  held  under  the  terms  of  a  treaty  that  a  fugitive  is  entitled  to 
introduce  such  evidence  aa  would  be  approipriate  to  a  hearing,  having 
reference  to  a  commitment  for  a  future  trial."  And  of  course  persons 
charged  with  crime  in  foreign  countries,  who  have  taken  refuge  in 
che  United  States,  are  entitled  to  the  same  defenses  as  others  accused 
of  crime  within  such  jurisdiction  *  It  is  not,  however,  the  practice 
to  receive  depositions  of  foreign  witnesses  taken  abroad  on  the  part 
of  the  defense  in  international  extradition  *  Technical  objections  to 
documents  offered  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution  in  international 
extradition  cases  are  not  given  favorable  consideration.*  although 
such  documents  or  copies  thereof  should  be  properly  authenticated 
in  order  to  be  received  in  evidence.*  The  competency  of  depositions 
as  evidence  of  criminality  in  international  extradition  is  determined 
by  the  act  of  Congress.* 

42.  Adjournments;  Proof  Required  in  International  Extradition. — 
In  international  extradition  proceedings  a  commissioner  may,  in  his 
discretion,  grant  reasonable  adjournments  to  enable  testimony  to  be 
produced,  and  he  is  not  prohibited  therefrom  by  a  state  statute  limit- 
ing continuances  in  proceedings  before  justices  of  the  peace  and 
examining  magistrates  to  ten  days.*  But  he  is  under  no  obligation 
to  adjourn  the  proceedings  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  accused 
to  obtain  testimony  on  commissions  or  depositions  from  foreign  coun- 
tries.' In  order  to  warrant  the  extradition  of  a  fugitive  from  a  foreign 
country,  the  evidence  need  not  be  conclusive  or  absolutely  convincing 
of  the  guilt  of  the  accused^  competent  legal  evidence  and  probable 
cause  for  believing  the  accused  to  be  guilty  of  the  offense  charged 
against  him  being  sufficient*  Unsworn  statements  certiBed  by  the 
United  States  ambassador  and  the  charge  d'affaires  to  be  authenticated 

19.  Munsey  v.  Clongh,  196  U.  S.  364,  2.  In  re  Luis  Oteiza  y  Cortes,  136 
25  S.  Ct.  282,  49  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  515,  TJ.  S.  330,  10  S.  Ct.  1031,  34  U.  S.  (L. 
affirming  72  N.  H.  178,  55  Atl.  554,  67  ed.)  464. 

L.R.A.  946;  Matter  of  Strauss,  197  3.  Neely  v.  Henkel,  180  U.  8.  126, 

U.  S.  324,  25  S.  Ct.  535,  49  U.  S.  (L.  21  S.  Ct.  308,  45  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  457. 

ed.)  774;  Marbles  v.  Creecy,  215  U.  4.  Roberts  v.  Reilly,  116  U.  S.  80,  6 

S.  63,  30  8.  Ct.  32,  54  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  8.  Ct.  291,  29  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  644. 

92;  Farrell  v.  Hawley,  78  Conn.  150,  5.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  138. 

61  At!.  502,  112  A.  S.  R.  98  and  note,  6.  Rice  v.  Ames,  180  U.  S.  37L  21 

3  Ann.  Cas.  874,  70  L.R.A.  636;  People  S.  Ct.  406,  45  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  677. 

V.  Hyatt,  172  N.  Y.  176,  64  N.  E.  825,  7.  Note:  112  A.  8.  R.  138. 

92  A.  S.  R.  706,  60  L.R.A.  774,  affirmed  8.  Benson  v.  McMahon,  127  TJ.  S. 

in  188  U.  8.  691,  23  S.  Ct.  466,  47  U.  457,  8  S.  Ct.  1240,  32  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

8.  (L.  ed.)  657.  234;  Omelas  t.  Ruu,  161  U.  S.  602,  U 

20.  Notes:  112  A.  8.  R.  137;  1  S.  a.  689,  40  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  787. 
L.R.A.  373.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  138. 

1.  Grin  V.  8hine,  187  U,  S.  181,  23 
8.  Ct.  98,  47  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  130. 
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properly  and  legally  so  os  to  be  received  for  similar  purposes  by 
tribunals  of  the  country  from  which  the  accused  has  fled  are,  by  the 
express  terms  of  a  federal  statute,  admissible  in  evidence  in  extradition 
proceedings  and  may  suffice  to  justi-fj'  commitment.®  Under  the 
federnl  statutes  providing  for  the  extradition  of  persons  from  foreign 
countries  occupied  by  or  under  the  control  of  the  United  State-;,  it  is 
the  sole  function  of  the  judge  to  determine  the  question  of  probable 
cause  on  evidence  which  is  competent  under  our  laws.*"  But  the 
legal  requirements  of  testimony  are  not  always  demanded.  Thus  a 
dying  declaration  of  a  woman  on  whom  a  criminal  abortion  Imd  been 
performed  was  admitted  in  evidence  in  foreign  extradition  for  murder, 
although  the  declaration  did  not  in  terras  set  forth  that  it  was  made 
by  the  deceased  under  a  sense  of  impending  death,  it  being  considered 
sufficient  to  show  probable  cause  for  believing  that  the  prisoner,  n 
doctor,  liad  committed  the  crime.^' 

43.  Right  of  Accused  to  Bail. — The  matter  of  admitting  to  bail  in 
extradition  cases  has  been  said  to  be  not  a  question  of  practice,  but 
to  be  dependent  on  statute.'*  In  international  extradition  proceed- 
ings, applications  for  bail  have  been  uniformly  denied,'*  the  view 
being  entertained  that  although  the  statute  of  the  United  States  in 
respect  of  procedure  in  extradition  does  not  forbid  bail  in  such  case.^, 
that  is  not  enough,  as,  to  admit  to  bail,  the  authority  so  to  do  mu^t 
bo  expressly  given.'*  As  respects  interstate  extradition,  bail  has  been 
allowed  in  some  cases  pending  an  appeal  from  the  denial  of  a  writ 
of  habeas  corpus;**  in  others,  however,  it  has  been  denied.  A  dis- 
tinction has  also  been  noted  between  cases  of  arrest  and  examination 
for  cn]nmitmcnt  to  await  extradition  demand  and  warrant  and  case-s 
arising  on  habeas  corpus  after  arrest  on  executive  warrant  for  extra- 
dition, bail  being  refused  in  the  latter  case  if  not  in  the  former.  Some 
of  the  states  have  statutes  providing  for  the  arres^  of  persons  charged 
with  the  coiiimiwion  of  oH'enses  in  other  stiites,  and  provide  for  the 
allowance  of  bail  in  such  cases.'* 

IX.  The  "Wakeakt 

41.  What  the  Warrant  Should  Show. — If  a  case  is  shown  to  be 

within  ihc  provi-sions  of  tUo  loderal  constitution  and  the  act  of  Con- 
gress on  the  SLiltjcct,  the  governor  of  a  state  has  no  discretion,  but 
jxi'M  ijfsue  liis  warrant  of  extradition.*'  The  warrant  must  bear  on 

t.  r.V,.>;i  Tliuuiroz.  215  TJ.  S.  308,  See  also  Bail  and  Recognizance,  vol. 
30  S.  Ct.  131,  5-i  TJ.  S.  (L.  ed.)  253.  3,  p.  21. 

10.  Neelv  V.  Heiikel,  180  U.  S.  109,     14.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  139. 

21  S.  Ct.  302,  45  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  448.  16.  Ex  parte  Hart,  63  Fed.  249,  25 

11.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  139.  V.  S.  App.  22,  11  C.  C.  A.  ICu,  2S 

12.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  139.  L.R  A.  801. 

13.  Wright  V.  Henkel,  190  tJ.  S.  40,  16.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  140. 

23  S.  Ct.  781,  47  U.  S.  (L;  ed.)  948.      17.  Work  v.  Corrington,  31  Ohio  St. 
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ita  face  the  evidence  that  it  was  duly  issued,  and  should  set  forth  Ok- 
recite  the  indictment  or  affidavit  on  which  it  is  founded.'*  It  need 

not  contain  a  formal  statement  of  all  the  facts  on  which  it  issues,*' 
it  being  sufficient  if  the  jurisdictional  facts  are  recited  on  its  face.'* 
Nor  is  it  necessary  that  the  warrant  contain  an  express  recital  that 
the  governor  found  that  the  accused  was  a  fugitive  from  justice.  The 
issuance  of  the  warrant  on  the  demand  made  on  that  ground  is  suffi- 
cient to  justify  the  presumption  that  the  governor  so  found,  until 
that  presumption  is  overthrown  by  proof  to  the  contrary.'  Where  the 
requisition,  and  the  copy  of'  the  indictment  accompanying  it,  are 
made  a  part  of  the  return,  and  the  warrant  alone  is  before  the  court, 
it  must  show  that  a  demand  by  requisition  has  been  made  for  the 
party  in  custody,  as  a  fugitive  from  justice;  that  the  requisition  was 
accompanied  by  a  copy  of  an  indictment  or  affidavit  charging  the 
commission  of  an  o^ense ;  and  that  the  copy  of  such  indictment  or 
affidavit  was  certified  as  authentic  by  the  governor  of  the  state  making 
the  demand.*  The  extradition  warrant  is  valid  if  it  recites  without 
setting  forth  in  full  the  affidavit  on  which  it  is  issued,  the  correct 
rule  being  that  where  the  executive  issuing  the  warrant  withholds 
the  papers  on  which  its  issuance  was  based,  then  the  warrant  itself 
must  be  relied  on  for  the  necessary  evidence  to  show  that  the  essential 
conditions  requisite  to  a  valid  issuance  exist,  but  it  is  sufficient  if  the 
recitals  therein  are  what  the  law  requires.*  It  has  been  held,  however, 
that  a  warrant  need  not  recite  that  the  governor  of  the  demanding 
state  produced,  or  caused  to  be  produced,  a  copy  of  an  indictment  or 
affidavit  before  a  magistrate,  showing  that  the  accused  had  been 

64,  32  Am.  Rep.  345  and  note.   See  Roberts  v.  Reilly,  116  U.  S.  80,  6  S. 

also  supra,  par.  9.  Ct.  291,  29  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  544;  In  re 

18.  Com.  V.  Hall,  9  Gray  (Mass.)  Brown,  112  Mass.  409,  17  Am.  Rep. 
262,  69  Am.  Dec.  286.  114. 

Notes:  57  Am.  Dec.  398;  112  A.  S.  Notes:  112  A.  8.  R.  141;  1  L.RA. 

R.  140;  1  Lit  A.  37L  372.  ' 

19.  State  V.  Clongh,  72  N.  H.  178,  8.  Ex  parte  MeCabe,  46  Fed.  363, 
56  Atl.  554,  67  L.RA.  946,  afBimed  in  12  L.R»A.  689.  See  also  Ex  parte 
196  U.  S.  364,  25  S.  Ct.  282,  49  U.  S.  Stanley,  26  Tex.  App.  372,  8  S.  W. 
(L.  ed.)  616.  645,  8  A.  S.  R.  440,  holding  that  a 

Note:  1  L.R.A.  372.  warrant  is  duly  certified  which  states 

20.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  140.  that  the  demand  of  the  govemor  for 

1.  State  V.  Justus,  84  Minn.  237,  87  the  fugitive  was  "accompanied  by  a 
N.  W.  770,  65  LJt.A.  325;  Dennison  copy  of  said  affidavit,  duly  certified  as 
V.  Christian,  72  Neb.  703,  101  N.  W.  authentic,"  although  under  a  literal 
1045,  117  A.  S.  R.  817;  State  v.  compliance  with  the  statute  it  should 
Cloueh,  72  N.  H.  178,  55  AtL  554,  67  have  stated  that  said  copy  was  certified 
L.R.A.  946,  affirmed  in  196  U.  S.  364,  as  authentic  by  the  govemor  demand- 
25  S.  Ct  282,  49  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  616.  ing  the  fugitive.   Such  statement  that 

Note:  3  Ann.  Gas.  877.  it  was  "duly  certified  as  authentic'* 

2.  Ex  parte  Re^el,  114  U.  8.  642,  must  be  held  to  mean  that  it  was  ter^ 
5  S.  Ct.  1148,  29  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  250;  fled  according  to  law. 
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charged  with  having  committed  a  crime.*  And  a  warrant  is  not 
void  because  it  describes  an  offense  as  uttering  forged  wills,  where 
tiie  indictment  in  each  count  charged  the  uttering  and  publicatioii 
as  true  of  "a  certain  forged  instrument  purporting  to  be  a  will/'  and, 
by  reference  to  the  indictment,  the  meaning  of  the  warrant  is  rendered 
plain  and  definite.' 

45.  Effect  of  Recitals  in  Warrant  and  Right  of  EzecutlTe  to  Re- 
voke Same. — The  issuance  of  a  warrant  is  prima  facie  evidence  that 
the  accused  is  a  fugitive  from  justice,*  and  it  has  also  been  held  tiiat 
it  amounts  to  a  determination  that  the  accused  was  suWaDtially 
charged  with  the  commission  of  a  crime.'  Therefore,  such  issuance, 
whether  or  not  it  recites  therein  that  the  peison  demanded  is  a  fugitive 
from  justice,  is  sufficient  to  justify  his  removal,  until  the  presumption 
in  favor  of  its  legality  is  overthrown  by  sufficient  proof  in  a  proper 
proceeding  to  review  the  action  of  the  governor.*  Moreover,  it  may 
be  said,  in  a  general  way,  that  the  warrant  is  prima  facie  evidence 
of  the  existence  of  every  fact  which  the  executive  was  obliged  to 
determine  before  issuing  it.*  And  it  need  hot  show  that  tiie  crime 
charged  is  a  crime  by  the  law  of  the  demanding  state.'"*  A  precept 
from  the  governor  of  a  state  appointing  an  agent  to  receive  a  fugitive 
from  justice,  which  recites  that  he  has  made  a  requisition,  con- 
formable to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
governor  of  the  state  into  which  the  fugitive  has  escaped,  is  prima 
facie  evidence  of  the  truth  of  such  recitals  for  the  purpose  of  protect>- 
ing  the  agent;  and  where  the  governor  of  the  last-named  state  issued 
warrants — one  to  the  agent  and  another  to  a  sheriff  and  his  deputies — 
an  arrest  by  the  sheriff  under  his  warrant  and  a  release  therefrom  will 
not  prevent  an  arrest  by  the  agent  under  his  warrant.^'  The  warrant, 
whether  issued  lawfully  or  unlawfully,  has  accomplished  its  purpose, 
and  become  functus  officio  as  soon  as  the  prisoner  has  been  delivered 
to  the  demanding  state.>*  Whenever  the  governor  of  a  state  becomes 
satisBed  that  a  warrant  was  improperly  issued,  he  may  recall  and 
revoke  the  same;  and  the  exercise  of  this  power  is  so  frequent  and  so 

4.  Note:  U2  A.  S.  R.  141.  tag  172  N.  T.  176,  64  N.  E.  825,  92 

6.  State  V.  Clough,  72  N.  H.  178,  55  A.  S.  R.  706,  60  L.R.A-,  774;  Munaey  v, 

Atl.  554,  67  L.R.A.  046,  affirmed  in  Clough,  196  U.  S.  364,  25  S.  Ct.  282, 

196  U.  S.  364,  25  S.  Ct.  282,  49  U.  S.  49  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  515,  affirming  72  N. 

<L.  ed.)  515.  H.  178,  55  Atl.  564,  67  L.R.A.  946. 

6.  See  supra,  par.  25.  9.  Note :  112  A.  S.  R.  141. 

7.  In  re  Moyer,  12  Idaho  250,  85     10.  Ex  parte  Stanley,  25  Tex.  App. 
Pac.  897,  118  A.  S.  R.  214,  12  L.R.A.  372,  8  S.  W.  645,  8  A.  8.  R.  440. 
(N.S.)  227,  affirmed  in  203  U.  S.  221,     11.  Com.  v.  Hall,  9  Gray  (Mass.) 
27  S.  Ct.  121,  51  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  160.  262,  69  Am.  Dec.  285. 

8.  Roberts  v.  Reilly,  116  U.  S.  80,  12.  In  re  Moyer,  12  Idaho  250,  85 
6  S.  Ct.  291,  29  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  544;  Pac.  897,  118  A.  S.  R.  214,  12  L.R.A. 
Hyatt  V.  State,  188  U.  S.  691,  23  S.  (N.S.)  227,  affirmed  in  203  U.  S.  221, 
Ct  456,  47  n.  S.  (L.  «d.)  657,  affirm-  27  S.  Ct.  121,  61  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  160. 
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generally  conceded  that  it  has  become  what  has  been  called  the  com- 
mon law  on  the  subject."  This  power  of  revocation  is  not  limited 
to  eases  where  the  papers  presented  are  insufficient  or  defective  on 
their  face,  and  where  a  warrant  has  been  revoked  no  inquiry  will  be 
made  in  a  proceeding  on  habeas  corpus  on  behalf  of  the  alleged 
fugitive  as  to  the  grounds  of  such  revocation.'*  Against  the  existence 
of  the  power  of  l^e  governor  of  a  state  to  revoke  a  warrant  once 
issued  it  has  been  argued  that  under  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  case  of  interstate  extradition,  his  duty  is  imperative  and 
ministerial,  and  not  discretionary  and  judicial.  However,  in  answer 
thereto  it  has  been  stated  that  while  it  is  unquestionably  true  that 
when  a  case  is  presented  which  is  clearly  one  contemplated  by  the 
federal  constitution,  the  governor  has  no  discretion,  but  it  is  his 
imperative  duty  to  issue  a  warrant,  yet  that  duty  is  one  of  imperfect 
obligation,  for,  if  he  refuses  to  perform  it,  there  is  no  power,  state  or 
federal,  to  compel  him  to  do  so.'' 


46.  Status  of  Agent  to  Receive  Fugitive;  Effect  of  Delay  in  Remov* 
ing  Accused. — ^An  agent  appointed  by  the  state  in  which  a  fugitive 
stands  charged  with  crime,  to  receive  such  fugitive,  is  not  a  United 
States  officer  from  whose  custody  the  fugitive  cannot  be  taken  by 
state  process.*'  When  a  legally  extradited  fugitive  from  justice  is 
delivered  to  the  agent  of  the  demanding  state  and  is  carried  out  of 
the  limits  of  the  asylum  state,  and  there  escapes  and  returns  to  the 
asylum  state,  he  may  be  rearrested  on  an  alias  wfurant  issued  by  the 
governor  without  a  new  requisition  from  the  governor  of  the  demand- 
ing state;  but  the  extradition  agent  has  no  right  to  gather  an  armed 
force  and  rearrest  him  by  violence,  although  he  may  use  all  pre- 
cautions to  prevent  his  escape  and  may  follow  in  hot  pursuit  of 
recapture."  It  seems  that  delay  in  removing  a  prisoner  after  the 
allowance  of  a  requisition  for  his  extradition  may  result  in  his  release. 
Thus,  where  a  prisoner,  who  waived  examination  in  extradition  pro- 
ceedings instituted  by  a  foreign  country  to  return  him  to  a  colony 
thereof,  was  imprisoned  for  over  two  months,  an  application  for  his 
release  because'of  the  delay  of  the  authorities  of  the  foreign  country 

13.  Barranger  v.  Baum,  103  Ga.  465,  Comngton,  34  Ohio  St.  64,  32  Am. 

30  S.  E.  524,  68  A.  S.  R.  113  and  note;  Kep.  345. 

State  V.  Toole,  69  Minn.  104,  72  N.  W.  15.  State  v.  Toole,  69  Minn.  104,  72 

53,  65  A.  S.  R.  553,  38  L.R.A.  224;  N.  W.  53,  65  A.  S.  R.  653,  38  L.RA. 

In  re  Sultan,  115  N.  C.  57,  20  S.  E.  224. 

375,  44  A.  S.  R.  433,  28  L.R.A.  294;  16.  Robb  v.  Connolly,  111  U.  S.  624, 

Work  V.  Corrington,  34  Ohio  St.  64,  4  S.  Ct.  544,  28  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  542. 


14.  Barranger  v.  Banm,  103  Ga.  465,  17.  Ex  parte  Hobbs,  32  Tex.  Crim. 
30  S.  E.  524,  68  A.  S.  B.  113:  Work  v.  312,  22  S.  W.  1035,  40  A.  S.  B.  782. 
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IB  sending  an  officer  for  him  was  granted,  although  it  was  stated  in 
opposition  to  such  application  that  an  officer  was  on  the  way  to  take 
him  in  custody.'* 

47.  Second  Applications;  Questioning  Proceedings  after  Removal 
of  Accused. — Where  a  first  application  for  extradition  is  refused  on  the 
grouna  that  the  evidence  presented  is  insufficient,  it  leaves  the  pro- 
ceeding in  the  same  condition  as  in  other  cases  of  preliminary  exam- 
ination, and  there  may  be  a  second  inquiry.  The  release  of  a  person 
•  on  the  ground  of  informality  or  mistakes  in  the  proceedings  should 
not  be  a  bar  to  an  arrest  on  perfected  papers  or  regular  proceeding.** 
Thus,  where  a  person  arrested  in  extradition  proceedings  for  forgery 
is  released  on  the  ground  that  there  is  no  proper  evidence  showing  the 
commission  of  the  alleged  offense  or  identifying  the  alleged  forged 
document,  he  may  be  rearrested  in  subsequent  extradition  proceedings 
for  the  same  offense,  on  the  discovery  of  further  and  new  evidence 
to  supply  the  deficiencies.**  A  second  indictment  for  the  same  offense 
may  serve  as  the  basis  foip  the  second  extradition  of  a  person  as  a 
fugitive  from  justice  without  violating  any  rights  secured  to  him  by 
the  federal  constitution  or  laws,  where  the  first  indictment,  on  which 
the  EUKnised  was  originally  extradited,  was  dismissed  on  motion  of 
the  state's  attorney  before  the  accused  was  placed  in  jeopardy,*  The 
regularity  of  extradition  proceedings  can  be  attacked  only  in  the 
asylum  state,  and  after  an  alleged  fugitive  has  been  delivered  into 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  demanding  state  such  proceedings  canbot  be 
questioned  on  habeas  corpus.'  The  action  of  the  chief  executive  of 
the  asylum  state  in  issuing  the  executive  warrant  and  of  the  executive 
and  ministerial  officers  acting  in  aid  of  his  warrant  is  a  subject  for 
the  consideration  of  the  courts  of  that  state,  to  be  reviewed  only  by 
the  federal  courts  in  so  far  as  a  federal  question  is  involved.*  A 
prisoner  who  voluntarily  accompanies  an  officer  into  a  state  without 
the  use  of  extradition  papers  issued  in  his  case  cannot  afterward  obj^t 
to  the  regularity  of  such  papers.* 

18.  Note:  112  A.  S.  B.  142.  2.  Kx  parte  Baker,  48  Tex.  Crim. 

19.  KurU  T.  State,  22  Fla.  36,  1  A.  281,  65  S.  W.  91,  96  A.  S.  R.  87L 

8.  R.  173.  S.  In  re  Koyer,  12  Idaho  250,  8S 

Note:  112  A.  S.  E.  143.  Pac.  897,  118  A.  S.  R.  214,  12  L.R.A. 

20.  In  re  Harsha,  11  Ont.  L.  Rep.  (N.S.)  227,  affirmed  in  203  U.  S.  221, 
457/  6  Ann.  Cas.  496  and  note.  27  S.  Ct.  121,  51  U  S.  (L.  ed.)  160. 

1.  Bassing  v.  Cady,  208  U.  S.  386,     4.  State  v.  Cutshall,  109  N.  a  764, 
28  S.  Ct.  392,  52  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  540,  14  S.  £.  107,  26  A.  S.  R.  599. 
13  Ann.  Cos.  905. 
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40.  Following  Property  m  Froceeda 


I,  Introductobt 

1.  Scope  of  Article. — As  indicated  by  the  definition  given  in  the 
next  following  paragraph,  this  title  deals  vpith  a  special  form  of  agency 
for  the  purpose  of  selling  personal  property.  The  peculiarity  of 
transactions  of  this  sort  consists  in  the  fact  that  the  owner  of  the 
goods  to  be  sold  places  them  in  the  possession  of  the  agent  or  fa'ctor 
with  authority  to  sell  in  his  own  name  without  disclosing  the  name 
of  the  owner  or  even  the  fact  of  the  agency  except  so  far  as  it  may 
be  inferred  from  the  circumstance  that  the  factor  is  engaged  in  busi- 
ness as  such.  This  article  treats  in  detail  all  rights,  duties  and  liabil- 
ities arising  out  of  the  bailment  which  is  effected  by  a  consignment 
of  goods  to  a  factor  for  sale.  Matters  more  or  less  closely  related  to 
this  subject,  but  not  peculiar  to  it  and  therefore  treated  elsewhere,  are 
the  genera]  rules  which  govern  the  ordinary  forms  of  agency,^  the 
law  of  brokers,*  and  sales  of  personal  property  generally.* 

2.  Definition  and  Natore  Generally. — A  factor  may  be  defined  as 
one  specially  employed  to  receive  goods  from  a  principal  and  sell 
&em  for  a  compensation  called  factorage  or  commission.    And  in 

1.  See  Bailhkmts,  voL  3,  p.  69;     2.  See  Brokebs,  voL  4,  p.  240l 
Pbincipal  and  Agent.  3.  See  Sales. 
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a  general  way  it  may  be  said  that  the  factor  must  carry  on  the  busi- 
ness as  a  trade;  that  the  goods  must  be  received  into  his  possession 
either  in  bulk  or  sample;  that  he  must  have  full  power  to  sell  in  his 
ovm  name  and  without  disclosing  his  principal;  that  the  business 
must  be  undertaken  for  a  commission,  although  in  some  cases  there 
may  be  some  other  method  of  remuneration ;  and  that  he  must  reside 
in  some  other  place  than  that  in  which  his  principal  reddes.*  Persona 
who  have  first  received  goods  as  warehousemen,  but  are  afterward 
authorized  to  sell  them  on  commission,  with  instructions  to  use  their 
own  judgment  as  to  the  best  obtainable  price,  are  factors;'  but  one 
who  receives  a  consignment  of  goods,  not  for  sale,  but  after  they  have 
been  sold,  for  the  purpose  of  delivering  them  to  the  purchaser,  is 
not  a  factor  either  at  common  law  or  under  a  statute  giving  a  Uen  on 
goods  in  favor  of  any  person  to  whom  they  are  intrusted  "for  the 
purpose  of  consignment  or  sale."*  One  of  the  fundamental  rights  of 
a  person  who  has  put  goods  in  possession  of  a  factor  for  sale  is  the 
right  to  have  the  goods  returned  to  him,  if  demanded  before  sale, 
subject  to  the  repayment  to  the  factor  of  advances  made  upon  the 
goods,  interest  on  same,  and  necessary  expenses.'  A  partnership  may 
exist  between  brokers  and  factors  as  well  as  among  those  who  jointly 
own  the  property  in  which  they  deal.' 

3.  Del  Credere  Factors. — A  del  credere  factor,  like  any  other  agent, 
is  to  sell  according  to  the  instructions  of  his  principal,  and  to  make 
such  contracts  as  he  is  authorized  to  make  for  his  principal;  he  ia 
distinguished  from  other  agents  in  that  he  guarantees  that  those 
persons  to  whom  he  sells  shall  perform  the  contracts  which  he  makes 
with  them.*  The  relation  of  a  del  credere  agent  to  his  principal  is 
that  of  debtor  and  creditor,  and  he  is  bound  absolutely  to  see  that  his 
principal  is  paid,^**  and  he  may  be  sued  in  indebitatus  assumpsit  if 
he  does  not  pay  the  sale  debt  when  due.'*  Del  credere  guaranties  are 
held  not  to  be  within  the  statute  of  frauds,  as  being  promises  to 
answer  for  the  debt,  default,  or  miscarriage  of  another,  but  are  orig- 
inal agreements  oi  suretyship  and  may  be  proved  by  parol.'' 

4.  Mackenzie  v.  Hodgkin,  126  Cal.  9.  Elgin  First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Schween, 

591,  59  Pac.  36,  77  A.  S.  R.  209;  Ward  127  III.  573,  20  N.  E.  681,  11  A.  S.  R. 

V.  Brandt,  11  Mart.  0.  S.  (La.)  331,  174;  Wolff  v.  Koppel,  2  Denio  (N.  Y.) 

13  Am.  Dec.  352;  Blood  v.  Palmer,  11  368,  43  Am.  Dec.  751. 

Me.  414,  26  Am.  Dec.  547;  Bigelow  v.  Notes:  18  L.R.A.(N.S.)  139;  39 

Walker,  24  Vt.  149,  68  Am.  Dec.  156  L.R.A.(N.S.)  623. 

and  note.  10.  Lewis  v.  Brehme,  33  Md.  412, 

6.  Beardsley  v.  Schmidt,  120  Wis.  3  Am.  Rep.  190;  Balderston  v.  Nation- 

405,  98  N.  W.  235,  102  A.  S.  R.  991.  al  Rubber  Co.  18  B.  I.  338,  27  Atl.  507, 

6.  Rowland  v.  Dalby,  100  Md.  272,  49  A.  S.  R.  772. 

59  AtL  6G6,  3  Ann.  Caa.  643.  11.  Balderston  v.  National  Rubber 

7.  McGaw  V.  Hanway,  120  Md.  197,  Co.,  18  R.  I.  338,  27  Atl.  507,  49  A. 
S7  Atl.  666,  Ann.  Caa.  1915A  601.  S.  R.  772  and  note. 

8.  Bromley  v.  Elliot,  38  N.  H.  287,  12.  Swan  v.  Nesmith.  7  Pick. 
75  Am.  Dec.  182.  (Mass.)  220, 19  Am.  Dec  282:  Osborne 
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4.  Distinction  between  Consignment  to  Broker  and  Contract  of 
Sale. — The  distinction  between  a  contract  of  sale  and  a  consignment 

of  goods  to  a  factor  is  that  in  the  case  of  a  sale  the  title  passes  to  the 
buyer,  while  in  the  case  of  a  consignment  to  a  factor  the  possession 
passes  to  the  factor  but  the  title  remains  in  the  consignor.  Where 
goods  are  delivered  by  one  party  to  another,  to  sell  for  the  party 
delivering  them,  it  creates  the  relation  of  agency,  and  the  title  remains 
in  the  principal,  and  the  factor  or  agent  is  liable  to  pay,  not  a  price, 
but  to  account  for  the  proceeds  of  the  goods  when  sold.  If,  however, 
it  appears  from  the  whole  agreement  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
parties  that  the  title  to  the  goods  is  to  pass  to  the  party  receiving  them, 
for  a  price  to  be  paid  by  him,  then  the  transaction  is  a  sale.  Though 
the  distinction  is  usually  plain  and  simple  the  authorities  are  full  ot 
illustrations  of  how  difficult  the  application  may  be,  because  the 
same  contract  contains  some  provisions  characteristic  of  each.  To 
the  agreement  there  must  be  applied  the  familiar  rules  of  construc- 
tion, all  of  which  are  subordinate  to  the  leading  principle,  that  the 
intention  of  the  parties  must  prevail,  unless  inconsistent  with  some 
rule  of  law.  And  this  intention  must  be  gathered  not  from  separate 
clauses  considered  independently  of  others,  but  from  all  the  terms  of 
the  contract  considered  together.''  A  contract  of  sale  transferring  the 
title  of  the  goods,  and  not  a  mere  agency,  is  made  by  an  agreement 
called  "special  selling  factor  appointment,"  under  which  the  con- 
signee is  required  to  pay  for  the  goods  within  sixty  days,  whether 
sold  or  not,  at  an  amount  fixed  in  advance/ with  certain  allowances 
for  carting,  storing,  insuring,  and  sdling,  whether  the  goods  are 
carted,  stored,  insured,  or  sold  or  not,  without  requiring  the  consignee 
to  make  any  account  of  sales  or  to  keep  the  proceeds  thereof  sepa- 
rate, but  giving  him  all  the  advantage  and  risk  of  the  advancement 
or  decline  of  prices.** 

5.  Distinction  between  Factor  and  Broker. — The  difference  between 
a  factor  or  commission  merchant  and  a  broker  is  stated  by  all  the 
books  to  be  this:  a  factor  may  buy  and  sell  in  his  own  name,  and 
he  has  the  goods  in  his  possession;  while  a  broker,  ss  such,  cannot 
ordinarily  buy  or  sell  in  his  own  name,  and  has  no  possession  of 
the  goods  sold.'^  Instead  of  receiving  and  selling  goods  on  commis- 
sion the  broker  is  generally  engaged  in  making  bargains  for  others 

V.  Baker,  34  Bfinn.  307,  25  N.  W.  606,     Kote:  45  A.  S.  B.  206. 
67  Am.  Rep.  65;  Wolff  v.  Eoppel,  2     14.  Arbnekle  v.   Eirbpatricb,  98 
Denio  (N.  T.)  368^  43  Am.  Dee.  751  Teon.  221, 39  S.  W.  3,  60  A  S.  B.  85^ 
and  note.  36  L.BA.  285.    And  see  generally, 

IS.  HcOaw  T.  Hanway,  120  Md.  Sales, 
197,  87  Ati.  666w  Ann.  Cas.  1915A     16.  Slack  y*  Tndcer,  23  Wall  321, 
601  and  note.  23  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  143. 
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and  in  acting  as  a  middleman  or  intermediate  negotiator  in  bring- 
ing persons  together  to  bargain;  he  ought  not  to  sell  in  his  own 
name  and  he  has  no  implied  authority  to  receive  payment;  he  is  not 
intrusted  with  the  physical  possession  of  the  principal's  goods  when 
employed  to  buy  or  sell  and  has  no  special  property  therein  or  lien 
thereon.^*  Hence  where  the  principal  has  clothed  the  agent  with 
the  indicia  of  authority  to  receive  payment,  as  by  intrusting  to  him 
the  possession  of  the  goods  to  be  sold,  the  purchaser  is  warranted 
in  paying  the  price  to  the  agent,  but  where  the  agent  has  not  the 
possession  of  the  goods,  or  other  indicia  of  authority,  and  is  only 
authorized  to  sell,  if  the  purchaser  pays  the  price  to  the  agent  ho 
does  so  at  his  peril,  and  it  devolves  upon  him,  in  a  suit  for  the 
purchase  money  by  the  principal,  to  prove  that  the  agent  was  also 
authorized  to  receive  payment."'  A  private  agent  for  a  particular 
purpose  is  neither  a  commercial  factor  nor  a  broker,  and,  if  mer- 
chandise is  delivered  to  him  for  the  purpose  of  sale,  he  has  no  author- 
ity to  apply  the  same  to  the  payment  of  his  own  debts.^^ 

6.  Distinction  between  Factor  and  Supercargo. — Supercargoes  an 
persons  employed  by  commercial  companies  or  by  private  merchants 
to  take  charge  of  the  cargoes  they  export  to  foreign  countries,  and 
to  sell  them  there  to  the  best  advantage,  and  to  purchase  proper 
commodities  to  relade  the  ships  on  their  return.  Supercargoes  usu- 
ally go  out  with  the  ships  on  board  of  which  the  goods  are  embarked, 
and  return  home  with  them,  and  in  this  differ  from  factors,  who 
reside  abroad.  They  are  properly  a  class  of  quasi  factors  and  are 
bound  by  the  rules  generally  applicable  to  factors.  Unless  his  author- 
ity be  limited,  a  supercargo  is  invested  with  a  complete  control  over 
the  cargo.  In  case  of  necessity,  he  may  bind  the  owner  and  his 
principal  by  sale  or  pledge  of  part  of  the  cargo,  or  otherwise,  before 
reaching  the  port  of  destination.  On  arriving  there  he  acts  as  the 
agent  of  the  consignor  in  disposing  of  the  goods;  and,  if  unable 
to  effect  a  sale,  he  may  leave  the  goods  with  a  responsible  party  for 
sale.  His  right  to  compensation  is  extinguished  by  the  breaking 
up  of  the  voyage ;  he  may  retain  goods  for  any  general  balance  due 
him  by  the  owners;  and,  if  he  engages  to  transport  goods  at  his  own 

16.  Leake  v.  Watson,  58  Conn.  332,  Schmidt,  120  Wis.  405,  98  N.  W,  235, 

20  Atl.  343,  18  A.  S.  R.  270,  8  L.R.A.  102  A.  S.  R.  991.  See  generaUy, 
666;  Perin  v.  Parker,  126  lU.  201,  18  Brokers,  vqJ.  4,  p.  243  et  eeq. 

N.  E.  747,  9  A.  S.  R.  571,  2  L.R.A.     17.  Kane  v.  Baretow,  42  Kan.  465, 

336;  Robinson  v.  Corslcana  Cotton  22  Pac.  588,  16  A.  S.  R.  490;  Butler 

Factory,  124  Ky.  435,  99  S.  W.  305,  v.  Dorman,  68  Mo.  298,  30  Am.  Rep. 

102  S.  W.  869,  14  Ann.  Cas.  802,  8  795;  Barnes  Safe,  etc.,  Co.  t.  Block 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  474;  Nourse  v.  Prinae,  Bros.  Tobacco  Co.,  38  W.  Ta.  158, 18 

7  Johns.  Ch.  (N.  T.)  69,  11  Am.  Dec.  S.  E.  482,  45  A.  8.  B.  846,  23  LJLA. 

403  and  note;  Turner  v.  Cmmpton,  850. 

21  N.  D.  294, 130  N.  W.  937,  Ann.  Cas.  18.  Parsons  v.  Webb,  8  Gnenl. 
19130  1016  and  note:  Beardsley  v.  (Ue.)  38,  22  Am.  Dec  220. 
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risk,  he  becomes  personally  liable  therefor  and  is  responsible  if  the 
goods  are  stolen.  Generally  the  supercargo  like  the  factor  is  bound 
to  reasonable  skill,  diligence  and  good  faith,  and  can  delegate  his 
authority  only  in  coses  of  necessity  and  as  required  by  tlie  usage^i 
of  trade  or  the  law  and  customs  of  the  country  where  Uie  agency  is 
to  be  executed.** 

7.  Regulation  of  Business. — ^It  is  well  settled  that  it  is  within  the 
police  power  of  a  state  legislature  to  impose  reasonable  ref^ulatioiis 
upon  those  engaged  in  the  business  of  factors  or  commission  mer- 
chants,^**  and  in  some  jurisdictions  statutes  to  license,  regulate,  and 
define  the  business  of  commission  merchants  or  persons  selling  agri- 
cultural products  and  farm  produce  on  commission,  which  require 
them  to  give  bond  to  the  state  for  the  benefit  of  their  consignors, 
and  to  report  to  such  consignors,  and  on  failure  so  to  do,  authorize 
a  commission  to  make  investigation,  and  which  prescribe  a  penalty  for 
their  violation,  have  been  upheld  as  a  valid  exercise  of  the  police  power 
and  not  unconstitutional.'  In  other  states,  however,  it  has  been  held 
that  a  statute  requiring  merchants  who  sell  farm  produce  upon  com- 
mission to  execute  a  penal  bond  conditioned  for  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  their  contracts,  and  to  pay  a  license  fee,  is  unconstitutional, 
as  being  class  legislation,  and  as  an  unjustifiable  interference  with 
the  right  of  the  citizen  to  carry  on  legitimate  business.*  An  excep- 
tion of  dealers  in  grain,  live  stock,  and  dressed  meats  from  the  pro- 
visions of  an  act  requiring  commission  merchants  in  citied  of  more 
than  a  certain  population  to  be  licensed,  is  not  unconstitutional  as 
an  arbitrary  discrimination.' 

II.  Rights,  Duties  and  Liabilities  as  between  Factor  and 

Principal 

Rights  and  Powers  of  Factor  aa  to  Ooods  Consigned  to  Ilim 

8.  Title  or  Interest  in  Goods. — Ordinarily  when  goods  are  con- 
signed to  a  factor  for  sale  this  constitutes  a  bailment  for  sale,  and 
not  a  sale  to  the  consignee,  and  the  title  remains  in  the  consignor 
until  the  goods  are  sold  to  a  bona  fide  purchaser  for  value.*  The 

19.  Stone  v.  Waitt,  31  Me.  409,  52  2.  People  v.  Coolidge,  124  Mich.  664, 

Am.  Dee.  621;  Gaither  v.  Myrick,  9  83  N.  W.  594,  83  A.  S.  R.  352,  50 

Md.  118,  6G  Am.  Dec.  316  and  note;  L.R.A.  493. 

Messier  v.  Amery,  1  Yeates  (Pa.)  533,  3.  Lasher  v.  People,  183  III.  226.  55 


20.  See  Constitutional  Law,  vol.  802. 
6,  pp.  217,  221.  4.  Blood  v.  Paliner,  11  Me.  414,  26 

1.  State  V.  Wagener,  77  Minn.  483,  Am.  Dec.  547;  Barnes  Safe,  etc.,  Co. 

80  N.  W.  633,  778,  1134,  77  A.  S.  R.  v.  Bloch  Bros.  Tobacco  Co.,  33  W.  Va. 

681,  46  L.R.A.  442;  State  v,  Edwards,  158, 18  S.  E.  482,  45  A.  S.  R.  846  and 

94  Minn.  225, 102  N.  W.  697, 69  Lil.A.  note,  22  L.R.A.  850  and  note.  See 


1  Am.  Dec.  316  and  note. 


N.  E.  663,  76  A.  S.  R.  103,  47  L,R.A. 


667.  • 


BaUjUEHts,  vol.  3,  p.  78. 
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goods  do  not  become  the  property  of  the  factor  or  liable  for  his  debts,' 
tJiough  consigned  on  a  del  credere  commission,*  and  if  sold  on  execu- 
tion to  pay  the  debts  of  the  factor  the  purchaser  gets  no  title  as 
against  the  consignor.'  The  factor  has  only  a  special  or  qualified 
property  in  the  goods  consigned  to  him,*  sufficient  to  enable  him 
to  carry  out  the  purposes  of  the  consignment*  and  to  protect  the 
interests  of  the  principal  as  against  third  persons,'"  and,  as  against 
liis  principal,  the  factor's  right  is  liable  to  be  defeated  at  any  time 
by  the  principal  laying  advances  made  and  liabilities  incurred,  and 
reclaiming  possession  of  the  property.**  The  question  of  the  interest 
of  the  factor  in  goods  consigned  to  him,  or  the  proceeds  thereof  to 
the  extent  of  his  lien  for  compensation  or  reimbursement,  is  treated 
elsewhere  in  this  article.** 

9.  Insurance. — A  factor  having  goods  in  his  possession  may  insure 
them  in  his  own  name,  and  to  tlieir  full  value,**  and  is  authorized 
to  receive  payment  of  the  amount  due  his  principal  on  the  policy,** 
but  he  is  not  bound  to  insure  in  the  absence  of  orders  to  that  effect, 
unless  the  usage  of  trade  or  the  habit  of  dealing  between  him  and 
his  principal  raises  such  obligation.** 

10.  Sales  Generally. — ^The  relation  of  principal  and  factor  carries 
with  it  to  the  factor  the  possession  of  the  property  and  the  power 
to  sell  it,**  and  he  may  do  anything  not  inconsistent  with  such  gen- 
eral power  of  sale.*'  Like  any  other  agent  to  sell  he  has  undoubtedly 

5.  Lubert  v.  Chauviteau,  3  Cal.  458,  795;  Ga^e  v.  Allison.  1  Brev.  (S.  C.) 
58  Am.  Dec.  415;  El^n  First  Nat.  495,  2  Am.  Dee.  682;  McGraft  v. 
Bank  v.  Schween,  127  111.  673,  20  N.  E.  Rugee,  60  Wis.  406,  19  N.  W.  530,  50 
681, 11  A.  S.  K.  174;  Blood  v.  Palmer,  Am.  Jiep.  378;  Beardsley  v.  Sdiniiclt. 
11  Me.  414,  26  Am.  Dec.  547;  McCul-  120  Wis.  405,  98  N.  W.  235,  102  A. 
lough  V.  Porter,  4  Watts  &  S.  (Pa.)  S.  R.  991. 

177,  39  Am.  Dec.  68  and  note;  Home  9.  See  infra,  par.  10  et  seq. 

Sewing  Mach.  Co.  v.  Sloan,  87  Pa.  St.  10.  Bonner  v.  Marsh,  10  Smokes  & 

438,  30  Am.  Rep.  376;  Peek  v.  Heim,  M.  (Miss.)  376,  48  Am.  Dec.  754.  See 

127  Pa.  St.  500,  17  Atl.  984,  14  A.  S.  infra,  par.  32. 

R.  865;  Barnes  Safe,  ete.,  Co.  ^.  Bioch  11.  MeGraft  v.  Rngce,  60  Wis.  406, 

Bros.  Tobacco  Co.,  38  W.  Va.  158,  18  19  N.  W.  530,  50  Am.  Hep.  378. 

S.  E.  482,  45  A.  S.  R.  846  and  note,  12.  See  infra,  par.  29  et  seq. 

22  L.R.A.  850  and  note.  13.  Note:  58  Am.  Dec.  166. 

6.  Barnes  Safe,  ete.,  Co.  v.  Bloch  14.  Ballard  v.  Merchants'  Ins.  Co., 
Bros.  Tobacco  Co.,  38  W.  Va.  158,  18  9  La.  258,  29  Am.  Dec.  444.  See  gen- 
S.  E.  482,  45  A.  S.  R.  846  and  note,  crally,  Insurance. 

22  L.R.A.  850  and  note.  15.  See  infra,  par.  20. 

7.  Barnes  Safe,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Bloch  16.  McCrearv  v.  Gaines,  65  Tex.  485, 
Bros.  Tobacco  Co.,  "38  AV.  Va.  158,  18  40  Am.  Eep.  818 ;  Beardsley  v.  Schmidt,. 
S.  E.  482,  45  A.  S.  R.  846,  22  L.R.A.  120  Wis.  405,  98  N.  W.  235,  102  A.  S. 
850  and  note.  R.  991.  And  see  supra,  par.  2. 

8.  Bonner  v.  Marsh,  10  Smedes  &  17.  Daylicjht  Burner  Co.  v.  Odlin,  51 
M.  (Miss.)  376,  48  Am.  Dec.  754;  But-  N.  H.  56,  i2  Am.  Rep.  45;  Smith  v. 
Icr  V.  Dorman,  68  Mo.  298,  30  Am.  Rep.  Clews,  105  N.  Y.  283, 11  N.  E,  632,  6^ 
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the  power  to  do  whatever  is  necessary  and  usual  to  effect  a  sale,'® 
and  as  incident  to  such  general  authority  he  has  the  implied  power 
to  fix  the  terms  of  sale,  including  the  time,  place  and  mode  of  deliv- 
ery,and  the  price  of  the  goods,-"  and  the  time  and  mode  of  pay- 
ment,* subject,  of  course,  to  be  controlled  by  proof  of  the  mercantile 
usage  in  such  trade  or  business.*  He  may  soil  in  his  own  name* 
and,  in  the  absence  of  instructions  to  the  contrary,  may  receive  pay- 
ment of  the  price.*  While  there  is  some  conflict  in  the  adjudged 
.■ii^rcs  upon  the  question  of  the  authority  of  a  factor  to  sell  on  credit,* 
.-ome  decisions  holding  that  he  must  sell  for  cash  in  the  absence 
<ff  instructions  to  the  contrary,*  the  weight  of  modern  authority  is 
to  tlie  effect  that  he  may  sell  on  credit  unless  a  contrary  usage  is 
shown,'  being  held  to  the  exercise  of  reasonable  care  in  the  case  of 
such  sales.**  He  must  not,  however,  nnrea.'ional)ly  extend  the  term 
of  credit,  and  must  use  due  diligence  to  ascertain  the  solvency  of 
the  purchaser ;  "  but  if  he  exercises  proper  care  in  this  respect  and  the 
purchaser  afterwards  becomes  insolvent,  the  factor  is  not  chargeable 
with  the  loss.'"   Instructions  from  the  principal  to  sell  only  for  cash 


Am.  Rep.  502;  Laussatt  v.  Lippincott, 
6  Scrg.  &  R.  (Pa.)  38G,  9  Am.  Dec 

440. 

18.  Note:  58  Am.  Dec.  163. 

19.  Davlight  Burner  Co.  v.  Odlin,  51 
N.  H.  56,  12  Am.  Rep.  45. 

20.  Adams  v.  Cnpron,  21  Md.  186, 
83  Am.  Dec.  5G6;  Daylight  Burner  Co. 
V.  Odlin,  51  N.  H.  56,  12  Am.  Rop.  45; 
Conway  v.  Lewis,  120  Pa.  St.  215,  13 
At].  826,  6  A.  S.  R.  700  and  note. 

1.  Daylight  Burner  Co.  v.  Odlin,  51 
N.  H.  56,  12  Am.  Rep.  45;  Laussatt  v. 
Lippincott,  6  Serg.  &  R.  (Pa.)  386,  9 
Am.  Dec.  440  (holding  that  the  factor 
mny  receive  in  p&yment  notes,  or  any 
l^ind  of  property). 

2.  Daylight  Burner  Co.  v.  Odlin,  51 
N.  H.  5C,  12  Am.  Rep.  45.  And  sec  in- 
i'ra,  par.  14. 

3.  Miller  v.  Lea,  35  Md.  396,  6  Am. 
Rep.  417;  Delafield  v.  Smith,  101  Wis. 
664,  78  N.  W.  170,  70  A.  S.  R.  938; 
Beardsley  v.  Schmidt,  120  Wia.  405, 
i)8  N.  W.  235, 102  A.  S.  R.  991. 

4.  Butler  v.  Dorman,  68  Mo.  298,  30 
Am.  Rep.  795;  Daviight  Burner  Co.  v. 
Odlin,  51  N.  H.  56,  12  Am.  Rep.  45; 
Golden  v.  Levy,  4  N.  C.  141,  6  Am. 
Deo.  555;  Girard  v.  Taggart,  5  Serg.  & 
R.   (Pa.)   19,  9  Am.  Dec.  327. 

5.  Daylight  Burner  Co.  v.  Odlin,  51 
N.  H.  56, 12  Am.  Rep.  45. 


6.  Johnson  v.  Totten,  3  Gal.  343,  68. 
Am.  Dec.  412. 

7.  M.  M.  Walker  Co.  v.  Dubuque, 
Fruit,  etc.,  Co.,  113  la.  428,  85  N.  W. 
614,  53  L.R.A.  775;  Brown  v.  Funek, 
89  Kan.  601,  132  Pac.  202,  Ann.  Cas. 
1915A  174  and  note;  Goodenow  v. 
Tyler,  7  Mass.  36,  5  Am.  Dec.  22  and 
note;  Daylight  Burner  Co.  v.  Odlin, 
51  N.  n.  56,  12  Am.  Rep.  45;  Laussatt 
V.  Li])pincott,  6, Serg.  &  R.  (Pa.)  386, 
9  Am.  Dec.  440;  McConnico  v.  Curzen, 
2  Call  (Va.)  358,  1  Am.  Dec.  540. 

Note:  58  Am.  Dec.  162. 

8.  M.  M.  Walker  Co.  v.  Dubwquo 
Fruit,  etc.,  Co.,  113  la.  428,  85  N.  W. 
614,  53  L.R.A.  775;  Brown  v.  Panck, 
89  Kan.  601,  132  Pae.  202,  Ann.  Cas. 
1!)15A  174  and  note;  Goodenow  v. 
Tvier,  7  IVFasp.  36,  5  Am.  Dec.  22. 

Nolo:  r>8  Am.  Dec.  162. 

9.  M.  M.  W'alker  Co.  v.  Dubuque 
Fruit,  etc.,  Co.,  113  la.  428,  85  N.  W. 
614,  53  L.R.A.  775;  Brown  v.  l?'uneK, 
89  Kan.  601,  132  Pac.  202,  Ann.  Cas. 
1915A  174  and  note;  Van  Alon  v. 
Vanderpool,  6  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  69,  5 
Am.  Dee.  192. 

10.  Greely  v.  Bartlett,  1  Greenl. 
(Me.)  172,  10  Am.  Dec.  54;  Goodenow 
v.  Tyler,  7  Mass.  36,  5  Am.  Dec.  22 
and  note;  James  v.  McCivdie,  1  Bay 
(S.  0.)  294,  1  Am.  Dec.  617. 
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must  of  coiirse  be  obeyed  by  the  factor.'^  A  factor  cannot,  however, 
bind  his  principal  by  a  disposition  of  his  property  out  of  the  ordi* 

nary  course  of  business/^  and  he  cannot  exchange  or  barter  his  prin- 
cipal's property  under  a  simple  authority  to  sell  it;^'  nor  can  he. 
transfer  such  property  in  payment  of  hia  own  debts.^*  Whei:e,  on 
a  sale  by  a  factor,  a  bill  of  parcels  is  delivered  to  the  purchaser, 
stating  him  to  be  such,  the  acceptance  of  the  bill  is  a  recognition 
by  the  purchaser  of  the  factor's  authority  to  sign  his  name,  and  the 
bill  is  a  sufficient  memorandum  of  the  contract  to  take  the  case  out 
of  the  statute  of  frauds.*' 
•  11,  Warranty  of  Goods  Sold. — According  to  some  autliorities  a 
factor  or  general  selling  agent  hag  implied  authority  to  warrant  the 
soundness  of  the  article  sold  when  such  is  the  usage,*'  but  there  are 
other  decisions  to  the  effect  that  a  factor  or  commission  merchant 
has  no  implied  power  to  undertake  that  goods  are  in  any  respect 
other  than  or  different  from  what  they  actually  are,  and  if  he  goes 
beyond  his  authority  and  warrants  the  quality  of  the  goods,  the 
warranty  will  be  his  oWn,  and  he  will  be  personally  liable  foi*  its 
breach.*'  Conceding  the  power  to  warrant  the  quality  of  goods,  yet, 
in  the  absence  of  any  evidence  of  a  usage  to  that  effect,  it  has  been 
held  that  nothing  short  of  an  express  authority  conferred  on  him 
by  his  principal  will  empower  the  factor  to  bind  his  principal  by  a 
warranty  that  goods  sold  by  him  will  remain  in  good  condition 
during  a  contemplated  shipment  of  them  by  the  purchaser.'*  A 
factor  cannot  bind  his  principal  by  submitting  to  arbitration  a  claim 
for  damages  arising  out  of  an  alleged  breach  of  implied  warranty 
of  quality  of  the  thing  sold.** 


11.  See  infra,  par.  18.  S.  R.  95,  29  L.B.A.(N.S.)  252;  Miller 

12.  Romeo  v.  Martncei,  72  Conn.  v.  Schneider,  19  La.  Ann.  300,  92  Am. 
504,  45  Atl.  1,  99,  77  A.  S.  R.  327,  47  Dec.  535;  Benny  v.  Rhodes,  18  Mo. 
L.R.A.  601.  See  infra,  par.  38.  147,  59  Am.  Dee.  293;  Benny  v.  P«g< 

13.  Liebhardt  v.  Wilson,  38  Colo.  1,  ram,  18  Mo.  191^  59  Am.  Dee.  298. 

SB  Pao.  173, 120  A.  S.  R.  97;  Romeo  t.  15.  Battnrs  v.  Sellers,  5  Ear.  &  J. 

Martucci,  72  Conn.  504,  45  Atl.  1,  99,  (Md.)  117,  9  Am.  Deo.  492. 

77  A.  8.  R.  327,  47  L.R.A.  601;  Me-  16.  Upton  v.  Suffolk  County  Mills, 

Carthy  t.  Crawford,  238  III.  38,  86  N.  11  Cash.  (Mass.)  586, 59  Am.  Dec  163. 

£.  750,  128  A.  S.  R.  95,  29  Lit. A  See  generally,  Pbihcipal  and  Aoekt; 

(N.S.)  252;  Trudo  v.  Anderson,  10  Sales. 

Mich.  357,  81  Am.  Dec.  795  and  not&;  13.  Argrersinger   v.  MacNanghton, 

McCreary  v.  Qaines,  65  Tex.  485,  40  114  N.  T.  535,  21  N.  E,  1022,  11 

Am.  Rep.  818.  A.  S.  R.  687  and  note. 

Note:  58  Am.  Dec.  163.  18.  Upton  v.  Suffolk  County  Mills, 

14.  Warner  v.  Martin,  11  How.  209,  11  Cush.  (Mass.)  586,  59  Am.  Dee. 
13  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  667;  Liebhardt  v.  163. 

Wilson,  38  Colo.  1,  88  Pac.  173,  120  19.  Camochan  v.  Gould,  1  Bailey 

A.  S.  R.  97;  Romeo  v.  Martucci,  72  L.  (S.  C.)  179,  19  Am.  Dec.  668.  See 

Conn.  504,  45  Atl.  1,  99,  77  A.  S.  R.  Arbitration  and  Award,  toL  2,  p. 

327,  47  L.R.A.  601 ;  McCarthy  v.  Craw-  356  et  aeq. 
ford,  238  111.  38,  86  N.  E.  750,  128  A. 
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12.  Pledges  Generally. — It  is  the  well  establishecl  common  law- 
rule,  prevailing  both  in  England  and  in  this  country,  except  as  far 
as  modified  by  statute,  that  a  factor  cannot  pledge  for  his  own  private 
use  or  benefit  the  goods  of  his  principal  consigned  to  him  for  sale. 
Though  the  factor  has  possession  and  apparent  ownership  no  right 
or  title  passes  to  the  pledgee,  and  the  true  owner  can  recover  his 
property.**  Nor  does  the  fact  that  the  pledge  is  made  in  some  man- 
ner other  tlian  by  delivery  of  the  goods  in  specie  operate  in  any 
way  to  prevent  the  application  of  the  general  rule.  Thus  it  ha< 
been  held  to  apply  to  pledges  of  warehouse  receipts,  to  cases  of  indoi*?- 
ment  and  delivery  of  a  bill  of  lading,  and  to  pledges  of  like  symbols 
of  title.*  There  ore,  however,  authorities  which  modify  the  general 
rule  just  stated  to  the  extent  of  holding  that  a  factor  may  pledge 
his  principal's  goods  for  tho  payment  of  duties  and  other  charges 
on  the  goods,*  and  that  a  factor  who  has  a  lien  on  the  goods  of  bin 
principal  may  deliver  them  over  to  a  third  person  as  a  security  to 

20.  Warner  v.  Martin,  11  How.  209,  Dec.  440;  Bowie  v.  Napier,  1  McCord 
13  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  667;  Mechanics',  etc.,  L.  (S.  C.)  1,  10  Am.  Dec.  641;  Mc- 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Kiger,  103  U.  S,  352,  26  U.  Creary  v.  Gaines,  55  Tex.  485,  40  Am 
S.  (L.ed.)  433;Alleny.  St.  Louis  Nat.  Hep.  818;  Bigelow  v.  Walker,  24  Vt. 
Bank,  120  U.  S.  20,  7  S.  Ct.  460,  30  149,  58  Am.  Dec.  156  and  note. 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  573;  Bott  v.  McCoy,  20  Notes:  58  Am.  Dec.  183,  164;  Ann. 
Ala.  578,  56  Am.  Dee.  223;  Commerciid  Gas.  10130  1290. 
Bank  v.  Hurt,  99  Ala.  130, 12  So.  568,  See  infra,  par.  38.  And  see  gener- 
42  A.  S.  R.  3S  and  note,  19  L,K.A.  ally,  Pledge. 

701  and  note;  Commercial  Bank  v.  Lee,  1.  Allen  v,  St.  Louis  Nat.  Bank,  120 
99  Ala.  493, 12  So.  572, 19  L.R.A.  705;  U.  S.  20,  7  S.  Ct.  460,  30  U.  S.  (L. 
Wright  V.  Solomon,  19  Cal.  64,  79  ed.)  673;  Commercial  Bank  v.  Hurt, 
Am.  Dee.  196  and  note  (holding  that  09  Ala.  130, 12  So.  568, 42  A.  S.  R.  38, 
this  rule  applies  not  only  to  a  technical  19  L.R.A.  701;  Commercial  Bank  t. 
factor  whose  only  busmess  is  to  sell  Lee,  99  Ala.  493, 12  So.  572, 19  L.R.A. 
goods  consigned  to  him,  but  also  to  a  705;  Wright  t.  Solomon,  19  CaL  64, 
factor  who  at  the  same  time  does  busi-  79  Am.  Dec.  196. 
ness  on  his  own  account,  and  overrul-  Note :  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  1297. 
ing  Horr  v.  Barker,  U  Cal.  393,  70  Am.  Au  indorsement  of  warehouse  re- 
Dec  791,  mid  other  early  California  eeipts  as  collateral  for  a  note  stating 
decisions  limiting  the  rule  to  technical  that  the  property  has  been  advanced 
factors) ;  Hayes  v.  Campbell,  65  Cal.  upon  by  the  indorser  to  its  full  value. 
421,  36  Am.  Rep.  43;  Romeo  t.  Mar-  which  is  accompanied  by  the  receipts 
tucd,  72  Conn.  504,  45  Atl.  1,  99,  77  showing  on  their  face  that  a  third 
A.  S.  R.  327,  47  L.R.A.  601;  Macon  person,  whose  name  is  marked  on  the 
First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Nelson,  38  Ga.  391,  property,  was  the  shipper,  is  sufficient 
95  Am.  Dee.  400  and  note;  McCarthy  notice  that  the  indorser  is  not  the 
T.  Crawford,  238  III.  38,  86  N.  E.  750,  owner  to  put  the  pledgee  on  inquirv 
128  A.  S.  R.  95,  29  L.R.A.(N.S.)  252;  as  to  the  rights  of  the  true  owner. 
Louisville  First  Nat  Bank  v.  Boyce,  78  Commercial  Bank  v.  Lee,  99  Ala.  493, 
Ky.  42,  39  Ara.  Rep.  198;  Miller  v.  12  So.  572, 19  L.R.A.  705. 
Schneider,  19  La.  Ann.  300,  92  Am.  Oenerally  as  to  the  ngbts  of  bona 
Dec  535;  Bailey  Colby,  34  N.  H.  flde  purchasers  of  bills  of  lading,  see 
29,  66  Aqi.  Dec  752;  Laussatt  v.  Lip-  BiiiLs  op  Lading,  voi.  4,  p.  35  et  set], 
pincott,  6  Serg.  &  R.  (Pa.)  386,  9  Am.     2.  Note:  58  Am.  Dec  163. 


Digitized  by  Google 


$  13  FACTORS  11  R.  G.  L. 

the  extent  of  his  lien,  and  may  appoint  such  person  to  keep  possession 
of  the  goods  for  him.  In  that  case,  the  principal  must  tender  the 
amount  of  the  lien  due  to  the  factor  before  he  can  be  entitled  to 
recover  back  the  goods  so  pledged.'  The  right  of  the  principal  to 
ratify  the  act  of  his  factor  in  pledging  goods  is  treated  elsewhere,* 
as  is  the  estoppel  of  one  intrusting  goods  to  another  and  conferring 
upon  him  the  indicia  of  ownership  to  deny  the  right  of  the  latter 
to  pledge  such  goods.* 

13.  Factors'  Acts  as  Affecting  Right  to  Pledge. — The  hardship 
produced  by  the  cnmmon  law  rule  gave  rise  to  the  passage  in  Eng- 
land of  the  so-called  "factors'  act,"  which  provides  in  substance  that 
any  agent  intrufrtcd  with  goods  or  with  tlio  documents  of  title  thereto 
shall  be  deemed  the  owner  thereof,  so  far  as  to  give  validity  to  any 
contract  by  way  of  pledge,  lien,  or  security  bona  fide  made  by  any 
person  with  such  agent,  as  well  as  for  advances  or  payments  made 
upon  the  security  of  the  goods  or  documents,  and  such  contract 
Fliall  be  binding  upon  the  owner  of  such  goods,  and  all  persons  inter- 
ested therein,  notwithstanding  the  person  claiming  the  pledge  or 
lien  may  have  notice  that  the  pci-son  with  whom  the  contract  is 
made  is  only  an  agent  •  Factors'  acts  have  also  been  enacted  in  a 
number  of  the  states  of  this  country,'  and  under  some  of  these  the 
common  law  rule  has  been  departed  from  entirely;  and  by  making 
u  factor  or  agent's  pos.«e>.-iion  such  evidence  of  ownership  as  to  enable 
him  to  do  all  acts  which  the  true  owner  might  do,  the  statutes  have 
practically  left  an  owner  to  use  his  precautions  in  tlie  selection  of 
agents  or  factors,  making  him  responsible  for  their  acts,  and  pro- 
tecting bona  fide  persons  in  any  transaction  fairly  effected  with  the 
apparent  owner*  In  other  jurisdictions,  however,  if  tJie  pledgee 
knew  that  the  goods  were  owned  by  a  p;  incipal,  he  will  not  be  pro- 
tected and  the  principal  may  recover  in  replevin  without  repayment 
of  the  loan.'  Numerous  decisions  support  the  proposition  that  factors' 


3.  Warner  v.  Martin,  11  How.  209,  13  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  667  (citing  New 
13  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  667;  Hayes  V.  Camp-  York  Stat.);  Commercial  Bank  v. 
bell,  55  Cal.  421,  36  Am.  Rep.  43;  Hurt,  99  Ala.  130,  12  So.  568,  42  A. 
Louisville  First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Boyce,  S.  R.  38  and  note,  19  L.R.A.  701  and 
78  Kv.  42,  39  Am.  Rep.  198;  Bailey  note;  Commercial  Bank  v.  Loo.  9n  Ala. 
V.  Colby,  34  N.  H.  29,  66  Am.  Dee.  493,  12  So.  572,  19  L-R.A.  705;  Davis 
752  and  note.  v.  RusspII,  52  Cal.  6X1,  28  Am.  Rtp. 

Notes:  58  Am.  Dec.  164;  Aon.  Gas.  647;  Commercial  Bank  v.  J.  K.  Anns- 

19130  1298.  hy  Co.,  120  Ga.  74,  47  S.  E.  589,  65 

4.  See  infra,  par.  15.  L.R.A.  443;  Soltan  v.  Gerdan,  119  N. 
6.  See  infra,  par.  38.  Y.  380,  23  N.  E.  864,  16  A.  S.  R.  843. 

6.  Weiner  v.  Harris  [1910]  1  K.  B.  Notes:  58  Am.  Dec.  165;  Ann.  Caa. 
(Eng.)  285, 18  Ann.  Cas.  87  and  note.  1913C  1300. 

Notes:  58  Am.  Dec.  165;  Ann.  Cas.  8.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  1300. 

10330  1299.  9.  Notes:  58  Am.  Dee.  166;  Ann. 

7.  Warner  t.  Martin,  11  How.  209.  Cas.  1913C  1301. 
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acts  have  no  application  to  any  other  than  mercantile  transactions; 
that  the  generality  of  the  terms  "any  agent,  or  factor  intrusted  with 
goods,  merchandise,"  etc.,  must  be  taken  in  a  restricted  sense;  and 
that  while  every  person  intrusted  by  the  owner  with  the  care,  storage, 
or  carriage  of  goods  is,  in  one  sense,  an  "agent  intrusted  with  goods," 
yot  he  is  not  an  agent  witliin  the  meaning  of  the  statutes;  that  is, 
the  term  includes  only  .persons  whose  employment  corresponds  to 
that  of  some  known  kind  of  commercial  agent."  In  several  juris- 
dictions ill  the  United  States  where  the  possession  of  the  goods  is 
relied  on  to  bring  the  transaction  within  the  factors'  acta,  it  has  been 
held  that  the  goods  must  have  been  intrusted  to  the  agent  "for  the 
purpo^:e  of  sale,"  the  statute  so  providing;  and  that  it  is  not  suffi- 
cient that  they  were  intrusted  to  a  mere  commercial  agent  or  to 
one  vvhobe  business  it  was  to  make  sales  of  goods.  So  it  has  been 
held  that  one  who  obtains  property  in  order  to  deliver  it  to  another, 
to  whom  he  claims  to  have  sold  it  as  a  broker,  but  who  has  in  fact 
made  no  such  sale,  and  intends  to  appropriate  the  property  to  his 
own  use,  can  confer  no  title  upon  any  other  person,  whether  an  inno- 
i-ent  purchaser  from  him  or  not,  at  the  common  law  or  under  n 
factors'  act;  and  a  delivery  order  is  not  documentary  evidence  of  the 
title  nor  is  the  broker  one  intrusted  with  the  possession  of  property 
for  the  purpose  of  sale  within  the  meaning  of  the  act.*'  Of  course 
factora'  acts  are  only  desif^ned  to  protect  Uiird  persons  dealing  with 
factors,  and  do  not  affect  the  habiUty  of  factors  to  their  principals 
for  a  wrongful  pledge.** 

14.  Usage  and  €ustom  as  Determining  Extent  of  Authority. — 
The  well  established  rule  that  usage  in  many  cases  constitutes  the  law, 
and  that  contracts  must  be  construed  with  reference  to  the  usage  of 
trade  or  business  to  which  they  relate,**  applies  to  the  relation  of 
factor  and  principal,  and  the  extent  of  a  factor's  powers  as  well  as  his 
duties  and  liabilities  may  be  defined  by  usage,"  providing  such  u?age 
be  reasonable,"  and  not  contrary  to  well  established  principles  of 

10.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  1299.  merchandise  broker  to  sell,  not  below 

11.  Werner  v.  Harris  [1910]  1  K.  B.  a  fixed  price,  and  to  deliver  them  and 
(Unpf.)  285,  18  Am.  Dec.  87  and  note,  receive   payment,  and  he  deposited 

12.  Ijevi  V.  Booth,  58  Md.  305,  42  them,  in  accordance  with  a  usage,  with 
Am.  Rep.  332.  a  commission  merchant,  connected  with 

Note:  13  Ann.  Caa.  91.  an  auctioneer,  taking  his  notes  for 

13.  Soltau  V.  Oerdau,  119  N.  Y,  380,  them,  and  some  of  them  were  afler- 
23  N.  E.  864, 16  A.  S.  R.  843.  wards  sold  below  the  price  named,  it 

14.  Note:  58  Am.  Dec.  166.  And  was  held  that  the  deposit  bound  the 
see  infra,  par.  26.  principal,  and  that  be  could  not  bring 

15.  See  generally,  Usages  and  Cos-  trover  for  the  goods.  Laussatt  v.  lip- 
TOMS,                           •  piucott,  6  Serg.  &  R.  (Pa.)  386,  9  Am. 

16.  Note:  58  Am.  Dee.  162.  And  see  Dec.  440  and  note. 

supra,  par.  10.  17,  Barksdale  v.  Brown,  1  Nott  & 

Where  goads  were  intrusted  to  a  McC.  (S.  C.)  517,  9  Am.  Dee.  720. 
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law  or  good  morals.^*    Existence  of  custom  lyf  long  standing  will 

not,  however,  preclude  parties  from  so  contracting  that  it  shall  not 
affect  their  rights  in  the  particular  ease;  and  no  usage  will  warrant 
a  factor  in  departing  from  the  instructions  of  his  principal.*'  It  has 
been  said  that  usage  will  not  relieve  a  factor  from  a  duty  or  liabilit}' 
which  the  law  would  otherwise  impose  upon  him,  unless  he  shows 
the  principal  had,  or  ought  to  have  had,  knowledge  of  such  usage,  or 
consented  to  that  mode  of  doing  business;  ^  but  on  the  other  hand  there 
are  decisions  to  the  effect  that  a  consignor  is  bound  to  notice  a  usage 
of  long  standing,  general  and  uniform,  at  the  place  to  which  the  prop- 
erty is  consigned  for  sale,  controlling  as  to  time  of  payment  upon  a 
sale  for  cash,  and  the  operation  of  the  custom  will  not  be  affected  by 
his  ignorance  in  fact  upon  the  subject*  Evidence  of  custom  must 
show  certain  and  uniform  usage,  and  if  it  is  contradictory,  and  fails 
to  do  this,  it  is  insufficient  to  establish  the  validity  of  the  custom.* 

15.  Ratification  by  Principal. — As  in  other  cases  involving  the 
relation  of  principal  and  agent,*  the  unauthorized  acts  of  a  factor  in 
dealing  with  the  property  of  his  principal  may  be  expressly  or  im- 
pliedly ratified  by  the  principal.  Thus,  for  instance,  where  a  factor 
sells  contrary  to  instructions,  and  the  principal,  upon  being  informed 
of  the  sale  by  the  factor,  draws  the  entire  proceeds  of  the  sale,  he  will 
be  held  to  have  ratified  the  sale  and  cannot  recover  for  the  loss  suf- 
fered thereby;'  and  the  receiving  without  objection  accounts  of  sales 
made  on  credit  is  a  waiver  of  previous  instructions  to  sell  for  cash, 
and  the  factor  may  afterwards  presume  that  he  has  a  right  to  make 
further  sales  on  credit."  So  the  violation  of  the  factor's  authority  by 
pledging  his  principal's  goods  being  injurious  to  the  rights  of  the 
principal  alone,  he  may  ratify  or  confirm  such  act  at  his  plea-sure;^  an»l 
if  he  is  content  therewith,  no  one  else  can  complain.-'  The  ratification 
by  the  principal  of  the  agent's  acts  or  omissions,  in  order  to  be  bind- 
ing, must,  however,  be  made  with  full  knowledge  of  the  facts.* 

16.  Delegation  of  Authority. — As  a  factor  is  selected  for  his  skill 
and  discretion,  he  cannot  ordinarily  delegate  his  authority  to  anoliier 
so  as  to  raise  a  privity  between  that  other  and  his  principul,^  and  it 

18.  Liebhardt  t.  Wilson,  38  Colo.     6.  Comer  v.  Way,  107  Ala.  300,  li) 
1,  88  Pac.  173, 120  A.  S.  R.  97;  Owyn  So.  966,  54  A.  S.  R.  93;  Meyer  v.  Mor- 
V.  Richmond,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  85  N.  C.  429,  gan,  51  Miss.  21,  24  Am.  Rep.  617. 
39  Am.  Rep.  708.  6.  Note:  58  Am.  Dec.  IGO. 

19.  Deshler  v.  Beers,  32  UI.  368,  83  7.  BoU  v.  McCoy,  20  Ala.  678,  56 
Am.  Dec.  274  and  note.  Am.  Dec.  223. 

20.  See  infra,  par.  18.  8.  Vincent  v.  Bather,  31  Tex.  77,  98 

1.  Note:  58  Am.  Dec.  162.  Am.  Dec.  616  and  note. 

2.  Deshler  v.  Beers,  32  III.  368,  83  9.  Warner  Martin,  11  How.  209, 
Am.  Dec.  274.  13  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  667;  Gaither  v.  My- 

3.  Desha  t.  Holland,  12  Ala.  613,  rick.  9  Md.  118,  66  Am.  Dee.  316. 
46  Am.  Dec.  261  and  note.  Notes:  58  Am.  Dec.  162;  60  A.'  S. 

4.  See  generally,  Prinoipal  and  R.  117;  Ann.  Cu.  1915D  9l 

AOENT. 
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has  been  held  that  a  sale  of  goods  consigned  to  a  factor  by  a  third 
person,  under  the  factor's  delegation  of  authority  but  without  tlie 
principal's  consent  or  a  usage  of  trade,  is  a  conversion  by  the  factor,, 
and  the  principal  may  either  sue  in  trover,  grounding  his  action  on 
the  tort,  or  waive  the  tort  and  recover  the  value  of  the  goods  in  an 
action  of  assumpsit  based  upon  the  breach  of  the  implied  contract*** 
Power  may,  however,  be  expressly  conferred  upon  a  factor  to  employ 
a  subagent,  or  it  may  be  impliedly  conferred  in  cases  of  necessity,  or 
where  the  nature  of  the  business  requires  it.**  While  the  general 
rule  is  as  just  stated  there  are  decisions  to  the  effect  that  the  maxim 
that  an  agent  cannot  delegate  his  authority  to  a  subagent  is  not  of 
universal  application  to  factors  and  commission  merchants,  and  can 
only  be  invoked  by  the  principal  when  sought  to  be  charged  by  the 
act  of  the  subagent.** 

Duties  and  Liabilities  of  Factor  to  Principal 

17.  Exercise  of  Good  Faith,  Care  and  Diligence  Generally. — ^It 

cannot  be  doubted  that  an  element  of  a  fiduciary  nature  enters  into 

the  obligation  of  the  factor — an  element  different  from  that  which 
exists  in  case  of  vendor  and  purchaser  and  it  follows  that  a  factor 
must  act  in  good  faith  towards  his  principal.**  A  factor  cannot  unite 
ihe  opposite  characters  of  buyer  and  seller,  unless  the  relation  with 
his  principal  has  been  dissolved  or  there  is  a  deliberate  agreement 
between  them  to  that  effect,**  and  he  cannot  sell  property  intrusted 
to  his  care  to  a  copartnership  of  which  he  is  a  member.**  The  prin- 
cipal may,  however,  if  he  so  elects,  treat  a  purchase  by  the  factor  as 
valid,  and  maintain  an  action  for  goods  sold  and  delivered  against 
the  factor  as  purchaser.*'  A  factor  cannot  act  as  agent  both  for  the 
seller  and  buyer,  or  deny  his  principal's  title;  he  is  bound  to  assume 
that  his  principal  is  the  owner  of  the  goods,  and  his  allegiance  is 
alone  due  to  his  principal.**  In  addition  to  his  obligation  to  act  in 
good  faith  toward  his  principal,  a  factor  is  bound  to  use  reasonable  or 
ordinary  care,  diligence,  and  prudence  in  his  employment,  and  is 

10.  Note:  50  A.  S.  R.  117.    And  see  Md.  118,  GG  Am.  Dee.  316 

infra,  par.  26,  39.  14.  Kcisliler  v.  Savafje  Mfg.  Co.,  12 

■  11.  Gaillier  v.  Myrick,  9  Md.  118,  66  Md.  383^  71  Am.  Dee.  600;  Vincent  v. 

Am.  Dec.  316.  Itatlier,  31  Tex.  77,  98  Am.  Dec.  516. 

Notes:  58  Am.  Dee.  162;  50  A.  S.  And  see  cnses  cited  in  preceding  note. 

R,  117.  Note:  TiS  Am.  Dec.  161. 

See  generally  Principal  and  Agent.  15.  Kcigler  v.  Savape  Mfg.  Co.,  12 

12.  Note:  50  A.  S.  R.  117.  Md.  383,  71  Am.  Dec.  600. 

13.  Stock  Yard3  Bank  v.  Gillespie,  Note:  80  A.  S.  R.  563. 
137  U.  S.  411,  11  S.  Ct.  118.  34  U.  S.  16.  Note:  80  A.  S.  R.  563. 

(L.  ed.)  724;  Greelv  v.  Bartlett,  1  17.  Sims  v.  Miller,  37  S.  C.  402,  16 

Gr«en!.  (Me.)  172,  10  Am.  Dec.  54;  S.  E.  155,  34  A.  S.  R.  762. 

Folaom  v.  Muasey,  8  Greenl.  (Me.)  400,  Note:  58  Am.  Dee.  161. 

23  Am.  Dee.  622;  Oaither  t.  Myrick,  9  18.  Note:  58  Am.  Dee.  161. 
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liable  for  the  want  of  its  exercise  in  this  degree,  hut  no  farther."  The 
measure  of  care  and  diligence  required  of  a  factor  in  conducting  the 
business  of  his  principal  is  that  which  a  prudent  business  man  would 
exercise  in  the  management  of  his  own  affairs,*"*  and  he  is  not  liable 
for  an  error  in  judgment  where  his  instructions  give  him  discretion 
as  to  selling.*  If  he  is  guilty  of  fraud  or  gross  negligence  a  factor 
forfeits  all  claim  to  compensation  for  his  service?.* 

18.  Obedience  to  Instructions  Generally. — It  is  a  general  mle  thut 
factors,  like  other  agents,  must  obey  the  instructions  of  their  prin- 
cipals; and  while  these  instructions  are  generally  given  in  reference 
to  the  time  and  manner  of  sale,  yet  the  rule  applies  equally  to  other 
directions  by  the  principal  to  the  factor.'  If  the  instructions  are  to 
poll  on  arrival,  the  factor  is  bnund  to  do  fo,  and  if  he  postpones  roll- 
ing, he  will  be  liable  for  any  loss  sustained  tlirough  a  fall  in  priccv.* 
The  factor  is  responsible  for  the  price  of  goods  to  be  sold  for  cash, 
if  he  sells  them  on  credit,  and  it  is  now  generally  held  that  a  Usaue 
to  the  effect  that  a  sale  on  a  short  credit  shall  be  considered  a  ca-^h 
sale  is  unavailing.*  If  a  factor,  having  sold  goods  of  his  principal, 
be  ordered  by  him  not  to  deliver  tliem  to  the  buyer,  while  they  arc 
still  in  transitu,  there  being  doubts  as  to  the  buyer's  insolvency,  and 
the  factor  delivers  them  notwithstanding  such  order,  and  without 
receiving  security,  he  will  be  responsible  to  the  principal  for  the 
loss  sustained  by  reason  of  the  buyer's  insolvency.*  The  conduct  of 
the  factor  in  disobeying  his  instructions  may  of  course  be  ratified, 
either  expressly  or  impliedly,  by  the  principal.'  The  measure  of 
damages  recoverable  from  a  factor  for  noncompliance  with  insti'uc- 
tions  is  treated  elsewhere  in  this  article.^ 

19.  Deshler  v.  Beers,  32  III.  368,  83  2.  Note:  58  Am.  Dec.  161.  And  see 
Am.  Dec.  274;  Grtely  v.  Bartlelt,  1  infra,  par.  28. 

Greenl.  (Me.)  172,  10  Am.  Dec.  54;  3.  Brown  v.  Massachusetts  Mut.  L. 

Folsom  V.  Mussey,  8  Qreenl.  (Me.)  400,  Ina-  Co.,  59  N.  H.  298,  47  Am.  Hep. 

23  Am.  Dec.  522;  Stone  v.  Wnitt,  31  ^^5;  Bliss  v.  Arnold,  8  Vt.  252,  30  Am. 

Me.  409,  52  Am.  Dee.  621;  Gaither  v.  ^-  P„V^'  ^ 

Myrick,  9  Md.  118,  66  Am.  Dee.  316  (V")  ^4'  ^  "^""p  ^f",^'  v  lor 

and  note;  Van  Alen  v.  Vanderpool,  6  ,                            ^  N.  Y.  186,  57 

Johns.  (N.  Y.)  69,  5  -^m-  Dee  102;  ^^^512.^  ^               ^  ^^^^  ^ 

S^To^' fsTs  R  ??8%  L  RA  (S.  C.)  517,  9  Am.  Dec.  720; 

Pae.  1103.  -8  A.  S.  R.  /78,  48  L.R.A  ^liss  v.  Arnold.  8  Vt.  252,  30  Am.  Dee. 

432;  Vincent  v.  Rather,  31  Tex.  77,  98  ^^^^^ 

Am.  Dee.  516;  Howatt  v.  Davis,  5  Note :  Ann.  Cas.  1916 A  177. 

Munf.  (Va.)  34,  7  Am.  Dec.  681.  e.  Howatt  v.  Davis,  5  Munf.  (Va.) 

Note :  58  Am.  Dec.  161.  34,  7  Am,  Dec.  681  and  note.  Gener- 

20.  Deshler  v.  Beers,  32  III.  368,  83  ally  as  to  vendor's  right  o£  stoppagv 
Am.  Dec.  274.  in  transitu,  see  Saucs. 

Note:  58  Am.  Dec.  161.  7.  See  supra,  par.  15, 

1.  Note:  68  Am.  Dec.  161.  8.  See  iu£ra,  par.  20. 
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19.  When  Deviation  from  Instructions  Justifiable. — ^Id  extraordi- 
nary emergencies  a  factor  is  permitted  to  deviate  from  h is  instruc- 
tions in  order  to  protect  his  principal,*  and  cases  may  and  often  do 
arise  where  a  literal  conformation  to  their  terms  would  defeat  the 

objects  of  the  agency."  Thus  it  has  been  held  that  an  order  to  a 
factor  to  sell  at  once,  accepting  a  certain  offer,  will  not  authorize 
him  to  sell  upon  credit  to  a  party  known  to  him  to  be  irresponsible.*^ 
While  the  mere  fact  that  factors  who  have  received  izistructions  not 
to  sell  below  a  certain  price  or  before  a  certain  time  have  made 
advances  on  the  goods  and  wish  to  sell  in  order  to  protect  themselves, 
will  not  authorize  them  to  sell  for  a  less  price  or  at  a  time  other  than 
that  fixed  by  tiieir  principals,**  it  has  been  generally  held  that  the 
factors  may  sell  upon  notifying  their  principals  to  repay  the  advances 
within  a  reasonable  time,*'  and  there  are  decisions  to  the  effect  that 
a  factor  has  entire  discretion  as  to  the  time,  price,  and  place  of  sale, 
and  is  not  limited  by  positive  instructions,  where  he  has  made  advances 
upon  consignments,  and  the  disposal  thereof  becomes  necessary  to 
protect  himself  against  loss.'*  So,  if  a  factor  is  directed  to  sell,  and 
it  is  manifest  or  reasonably  probable  that  upon  the  terms  his  security 
will  be  impaired  or  he  will  be  prejudiced  thereby,  it  has  been  held 
that  he  may  lawfully  disregard  his  instructions.'*' 

20.  Safekeeping  and  Insurance  of  Goods. — There  is  an  implied 
agreement  that  factors  or  commission  merchants  will  store  in  a  safe 
manner  and  sell  to  the  best  advantage  goods  consigned  to  them,  upon 
payment  of  a  fair  consideration  for  their  services;  and,  when  acting 
as  warehousemen,  they  must  use  due  diligence  and  every  reasonable 
precaution  to  protect  and  preserve. goods  consigned  to  them.*'  Accord- 
ing to  some  authorities  a  factor  should  .keep  the  property  of  his 
principal  unmixed  with  that  of  his  own  or  of  others,*'  but  it  has  also 
been  held  that  a  factor  to  whom  grain  is  consigned  for  storage  in  slu 
elevator,  and  for  sale,  may  store  it  in  a  mass  in  a  bin  with  othei 
wheat  of  the  same  grade  and  quality,  in  the  absence  of  instructions 
from  the  consignor  to  the  contrary,  and  where  this  is  the  customary 
manner  of  storing  such  grain."  Unless  a  factor  is  instructed  by  his 

9.  Notes :  68  Am.  Dee.  159 ;  6  A.  S.  Notes :  58  Am.  Dec.  160 ;  34  A.  S.  R. 
H.  37.  766. 

10.  Note:  6  A.  8.  R.  37.  14.  Davis  v.  Kobe,  36  Minn.  214,  30 

11.  Note:  58  Am.  Deo.  169.  N.  W.  662,  1  A.  -S.  R.  663;  Benny  v. 

12.  Geoige  v.  McNeill,  7  La.  124,  26  Rhodes,  18  Mo.  147,  69  Am.  Dec  293 
Am.  Dec.  498;  Sims  v.  Miller,  37  S.  C.  and  note;  Phillips  v.  Scott,  43  Mo.  86, 
402, 16  S.  £.  165,  34  A.  S.  R.  762  and  97  Am.  Dee.  369. 

note.  16.  Note:  58  Am.  Dec.  160. 

13.  M.  M.  Walker  Co.  v.  Dubnqne  16.  Vincent  v.  Rather,  31  Tex.  77, 
Fruit,  etc.,  Co.,  113  Ta.  428,  86  K.  W.  98  Am.  Dec.  516  and  note. 

614,  63  L.RA.  775;  Blot  v.  Boieean,     17.  Note:  58  Am.  Dee.  161. 
3  N.  T.  78,  51  Am.  Dee.  345  and     18.  Davis  v.  Kobe,  36  Minn.  Z14>  30 


note. 


N.  W.  662, 1  A.  S.  R.  663. 
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principal  to  insure  the  goods  consigned,  or  uniees  an  agreement  or 
course  of  dealing  between  the  parties  or  a  general  usage  or  custom 
imposes  such  a  duty  on  the  factor,  the  latter  is  under  no  obU^tioa 
to  insure  the  goods  of  his  principal ;  and  a  notice  stating  that  "stock 
is  to  be  kept  covered  by  insurance  for  the  benefit  of  the  consignor," 
printed  in  small  type  at  the  bottom  of  invoices  sent  at  long  injtervals 
to  the  factors,  does  not,  in  the  absence  of  evidence  of  assent  by  the 
factors  to  the  terms  thereof,  modify  an  original  agreement  so  as  to 
impose  on  the  factors  liability  for  a  failure  to  insure.^*  The  factor 
must  insure  the  goods  when  so  ordered  by  the  principal,  and  gen- 
erally, if  be  neglects  so  to  do,  he  is  liable  to  the  principal  for  any  loss 
occasioned  thereby,  but  is  entitled  to  credit  for  premiums  which 
should  have  been  paid.***  The  duty  to  keep  the  goods  insured  accord- 
ing to  the  agreement  of  the  parties  arises  also,  if,  in  the  course  of 
dealings  between  them,  the  factor  has  been  in  the  habit  of  keeping  the 
goods  insured ;  and  it  has  been  held  that  where  there  is  an  agreement 
to  insure  it  will  be  construed  to  require  insurance  to  the  full  value 
of  the  goods.  And  where  there  is  a  general  custom  or  usage  requir- 
ing factors  to  insure,  it  is  their  duty  so  to  do.' 

21.  Information  Respecting  Goods. — It  is  the  duty  of  a  factor  to 
give  his  principal  all  necessary  or  useful  information  respecting  the 
concerns  of  his  agency.*  So  when  he  acts  as  forwarding  merchant 
he  is  bound  to  give  advice  to  the  consignee  of  the  shipment  made  to 
him,  and  the  liability  of  the  carrier  to  deliver  according  to  the  bill 
of  lading  does  not  discharge  him.' 

22.  Matters  Relating  to  Sales. — \\^here  a  consignment  is  made  to 
a  factor  for  sale,  without  instructions,  and  in  the  absence  of  established 
usage  to  the  contrary,  it  may  be  presumed  that  the  goods  consigned 
are  intended  to  be  sold  at  the  place  of  residence  of  the  factor.  Any 
usage  to  the  contrary,  to  be  of  any  avail,  ought  to  be  so  general  and 
well  established  that  it  may  be  presumed  to  have  entered  idto  the 
contract,  or  to  have  been  actually  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
principal,*  and  it  has  been  doubted  by  some  authorities  whether  usage 
could  change  the  rule  requiring  factors  to  sell  at  their  place  of  resi- 
dence.* With  regard  to  the  time  of  sale  it  is  usually  held  that  factors 
are  reqmred  to  sell  within  a  reasonable  time  after  the  receipt  of  the 

19.  B.  P.  Sturtevbnt  Co.  v.  Cumber-  3.  Railey  v.  Porter,  32  Mo.  471,  82 
iand,  106  Md.  587,  68  Atl.  361,  '14  Am.  Dec.  141  and  note. 

Ann.  Caa.  675  and  note.  4.  Phillips  v.  Scott,  43  Mo.  86,  97 

20.  Strong  v.  High,  2  Rob.  (La.)  Am.  Dec.  369.  And  see  Romeo  t.  Mar- 
103,  38  Am.  Dec.  195.  tucci,  72  Conn.  504,  45  Atl.  1,  99,  77 

Notes:  58  Am.  Dee.  167;  14  Ann.  A.  S.  R.  327,  47  L.R.A.  601. 
Cas.  680.  Notes:  58  Am.  Dec.  163;  77  A.  S.  R. 

1.  Note:  14  Ann.  Cas.  680.  216. 

2.  Greely   v.   Bartlett,  1   Greenl.     6.  Note:  68  Am.  Dec  163. 
(Me.)  172,  10  Am.  Dec.  64. 
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property  consigned  to  them  unless  otherwise  direeled.*  A  factor 
must  sell  for  fair  value  or  market  price  in  the  absence  of  special 
directions,  and  if  he  sells  or  falsely  accounts  at  an  under  price,  be  is 
liable  to  make  additional  compensation  for  the  property.'  It  baa 
been  held,  however,  that  where  a  factor  has  made  advances  upon 
consignments,  and  it  is  nece^ry  to  dispose  of  the  same  to  protect 
ibimself  against  loss,  the  factor  has  entire  discretion  as  to  the  time, 
price,  and  place  of  sale,  even  where  he  has  received  positive  instruc- 
tions.* 

23.  Accounting. — ^It  is  a  factor's  duty  to  keep  and  render  true  ac 

counts  to  his  principal  of  the  dealings  between  them.  He  shouM  keep 
books,  in  which  shall  be  correctly  entered  the  transactions  on  account 
of  his  principal,  and  the  latter  is  entitled  to  a  correct  copy  of  the 
entries,  including  all  memoranda  connected  therewith*  Where  a 
factor  knowingly  transmits  to  his  principal  a  grossly  false  and  fraud- 
ulent account  of  sales,  and  does  not  enter  the  sales  on  his  books  until 
months  after  they  are  made,  and  then  enters  them  falsely,  no  credit 
will  be  given  the  factor  or  his  books.**  But  accepting  the  factor's 
final  account  without  objection  discharges  him  from  all  further  lia- 
bility to  account  for  soles  made  by  him  on  a  credit,  the  proceeds  of 
which  he  has  not  collected.'^  When  a  factor  has  rendered  his  account, 
which  has  been  settled  with  full  knowledge  of  all  items  of  which  it 
is  composed,  without  a  demand  for  the  names  of  purchasers,  he  can- 
not, ip  the  absence  of  fraud  on  his  part,  be  compelled  to  furnish  such 
names  after  any  considerable  lapse  of  time;  the  demand  for  names 
should  be  made  at  the  time  of  the  adjustment,  or  within  a  reasonable 
time  thereafter."*  The  question  as  to  the  necessity  for  demand  for 
an  accounting  or  instruction  to  remit  proceeds  of  sales,  as  a  con- 
dition precedent  to  suit  by  the  principal  against  his  factor,  is  treated 
elsewhere  in  this  article,  as  are  the  questions  of  defenses  to  such  suits 
and  the  damages  recoverable  thereon."  The  criminal  liability  of 
one  selling  on  commission  and  failing  to  account  to  his  principal  for 
collections,  is  treated  in  another  article  in  this  work.^* 

24.  Collection,  Care,  and  Remittance  of  Proceeds  of  Sales. — 
factor  is  bound  to  use  due  diligence  in  the  collection  of  a  note  which 
he  receives  in  the  regular  course  of  business,**  and  if  a  debt  is  lost  by 
his  inattentibn  in  omitting  to  collect  it  when  in  his  power  to  do 

6.  Note:  58  Am.  Dec.  163.  (La.)  417,  12  Am.  Dec.  483. 

7.  Bigelow  V.  Walker,  24  Vt.  149,  58  12.  Keighlet  v.  Savage  Mfg.  Co.,  12 
Am.  Dec.  156  and  note.    See  infra,  Md.  383,  71  Am.  Dee.  600. 

par.  26.  13.  See  infra,  par.  26. 

8.  See  supra,  par.  19.  14.  See  Embezzlement,  vol.  9,  p. 

9.  Keighler  v.  Savage  Mfg.  Co.,  12  1269  et  seq. 

Md.  383.  71  Am.  Dec.  600.  15.  Folsom  v.  Mussev,  8  Greenl, 

10.  Note:  58  Am.  Dec.  161.  (Me.)  400,  23  Am.  Dec  622. 
U.  Kion  V.  Gilly,  6  Mart.  O.  S. 
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so,  he  will  be  liable  for  it.'*  The  principal  is  not  bound  to  give 
special  directions  to  his  factor  as  to  the  collection  of  a  note  taken  by 
the  latter  for  goods  sold  for  such  principal.  He  is  obliged  to  reimburse 
bis  factor  for  expenses  incurred  in  his  business,  and  is  not  bound  to 
make  any  express  promise  to  that  effect  before  the  factor  is  called  , 
on  to  act.''  While  it  is  the  general  rule  that  one  who  as  agent  has  in 
his  hands  funds  belonging  to  another  should  keep  such  funds  sep- 
arate,'* yet,  according  to  some  authorities,  in  the  usual  and  ordinary 
course  of  business,  a  factor  does  not  and  is  not  required  to  keep  the 
money  received  from  the  sale  of  goods  of  different  consignors  in 
separate  and  distinct  parcels,  but  may  mingle  all  in  a  common  mass, 
and  with  his  own  private  funds.'*  Where  money  which  comes  into 
the  hands  of  a  factor  is  remitted  under  special  instruction  from  the 
principal,  it  will  be  at  the  risk  of  the  latter,  provided  the  instructions 
are  observed  with  proper  caution  and  diligence  on  the  part  of  the 
jfactor.^*  Indorsement  by  a  factor  of  a  bill  of  exchange  remitted  to 
.his  principal  in  payment  of  goods  sold  on  the  latter's  account  is  said 
to  raise  no  liability  on  the  factor's  part  towards  the  principal,  unless 
it  may  be  shown  that  at  the  time  of  his  indorsement  he  intended  to 
assume  a  personal  liability.'  While  the  indorsement,  if  unqualified, 
is  to  be  taken  as  importing  prima  facie  liability  on  the  part  of  the 
agent,  he  should  be  allowed  to  show,  as  matter  of  defense,  that  it 
was  not  the  intention  that  he  should  be  personally  charged  by  hh 
indorsement,  and  if  there  be  no  intention  to  create  personal  lial)ility, 
none  will  exist  as  between  himself  and  his  principal.* 

25.  Liability  for  Price  of  Goods  Sold. — As  already  seen,  it  is  gen- 
erally held  that  the  relation  of  a  del  credere  factor  or  agent  to  his 
principal  is  that  of  debtor  and  creditor,  and  the  factor  is  bound  abso- 
lutely to  see  that  his  principal  is  paid.*  In  the  case  of  ordinary 
factors,  however,  while  it  is  their  duty  to  use  reasonable  care  and 
diligence  in  dealing  with  the  property  of  their  principals,*  yet  when 
a  sale  has  been  made  by  them  on  credit,  either  by  the  order  of  the 
principal  or  in  accordance  with  custom,  and  they  have  exercised 
proper  care  in  ascertaining  the  responsibility  of  the  purchaser  and 
in  endeavoring  to  collect  the  price  of  the  goods,  they  are  not  deemed 
to  assume  liability  for  such  price.*  It  has  frequently  been  held  that 
a  factor  in  the  exercise  of  due  prudence  may  take  the  vendee's  nego- 


16.  Qreely  t.  Bartlett,  1  Greenl. 
(Me.)  172, 10  Am.  Dec.  54. 

17.  Folsom  V.  Mussey,  8  Greenl. 
(Me.)  400,  23  Am.  Pec.  622.  And  see 
supra,  par.  17. 

18.  See  generally  Principal  and 

19.  Vail  T.  Durant,  7  Allen  (Mass.) 
408,  83  Am.  Dec.  695  axiA  note. 


20.  Lewis  t.  Brehme,  33  Md.  412,  3 
Am.  Rep.  190. 

1.  Sharp  V.  Emmet,  5  Whart.  (Pa.) 
288,  34  Am.  Dec.  654. 

2.  Lewis  T.  Brehme,  33  Md.  412,  3 
Am.  Rep.  190. 

3  See  supra,  par.  3. 
4.  See  supra,  par.  17. 
fi.  See  supra,  par.  10. 


Digitized  by  Google 


U  R.  C.  L.  FACTOES  .1  28 

tiable  note  payable  to  himself  in  payment  without  rendering  himself 
liable  in  case  of  the  maker's  subsequent  insolvency,*  but  a  factor  who 

takes  notes  in  his  own  name  for  goods  of  his  principal,  and  discounts 
them  for  his  own  accommodation,  makes  them  his  own,  and  will  be 
liable  to  the  principal  for  the  amount  of  the  sales,  in  the  event  of  the 
insolvency  of  the  purchaser.'  And  if  a  factor  takes  a  bond  for  s 
debt  due  to  him  for  the  goods  sold,  and  includes  in  the  same  instru- 
ment a  debt  due  to  himself,  he  is  answerable  to  the  principal  for  the 
amount  of  the  goods,  as  he  thereby  deprives  the  principal  of  the 
means  of  pursuing  the  vendee  by  extinguishing  t^e  debt  due  by  simple 
contract  for  the  sale  of  the  goods.*  The  liability  of  a  factor  for  the 
purchase  price  in  case  of  a  sale  by  him  on  credit  contrary  to  instruc- 
tions, is  treated  elsewhere  in  this  article.* 

26.  Actions  against  Factor  and  Defenses  Thereto. — Ordinarily 
assumpsit  is  the  proper  form  of  action  by  a  principal  for  money  had 
and  received  by  his  agent,*"  and  may,  therefore,  be  resorted  to  by 
the  owner  of  goods  in  the  case  of  a  wrongful  di^osition  of  such  goods 
by  his  factor.**  Thus  a  credit  sale  by  a  factor  of  goods  consigned 
Eo  him  with  power  to  sell,  but  without  authority  to  sell  on  credit,  will 
be  considered  with  regard  to  the  rights  of  the  consignor  as  having 
been  for  cash,  and  the  factor  is  liable  to  the  consignor  as  for  money 
had  and  received.**  So,  where  property  has  been  pledged  by  a  factor 
without  authority,  the  principal  may  bring  an  action  against  him  for 
money  bad  and  recraved.**  When  the  conduct  of  a  factor  in  dealing 
with  his  principal's  goods  amounts  to  a  conversion  thereof,  an  action- 
of  trover,  will  lie  as  in  other  cases  of  converaion.**  Though  there  are 
decisions  to' the  contrary,**  it  is  generally  held  that  a  demand  for  an 
account  or  payment  must  precede  an  action  against  an  agent  or  factor, 
by  his  principal,  for  the  proceeds  of  goods  sold  by  tiie  former  on 
commission,*^  and  that  the  statute  of  limitations  does  not  commence 
in  favor  of  a  factor  until  demand  for  payment  or  accounting  is  made 

6.  Greely  v.  Bartlett,  1  <freen\.  Am.  Dec.  360 ;  Blot  v.  Boieean,  3  N.  T. 
(Me.)  172, 10  Am.  Dec.  64;  Folsom  v.  78,  51  Am.  Dec.  345. 

Mnssey,  8  Greenl.  (Me.)  400,  23  Am.     12.  Johnson  v.  Totten,  3  Cal.  343, 

Dee.  522;  Qoodenow  v.  Tyler,  7  Mass.  58  Am.  Dec.  412. 
36,  5  Am.  Dec.  22.  13.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  19130  1295. 

Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  178.  14.  Notes:  32  Am.  Dec.  555;  Ann. 

7.  Myers  v.  Entriken,  6  Watts  ft  S.  Cas.  1913C  1293.   See  Trovbb. 
(Pa.)  44,  40  Am.  Dec.  538.  15.  Note:  58  Am.  Dec.  161,  170. 

Note :  58  Am.  Dec.  163.  16.  Martin  v.  Webb,  6  Ark.  72,  39 

8.  Note:  58  Am.  Dec.  161.  Am.  Dec.  363;  Judah  t.  Dyott,  3 

9.  See  infra,  par.  26.  Blackf.  (Ind.)  324,  25  Am.  Dec.  112; 

10.  See  Assumpsit,  vol.  2,  p.  752.     LilUe  t.  Hoyt,  5  Hill  (N.  Y.)  395,  40 

11.  Martin  v.  Webb,  6  Ark.  72,  39  Am.  Dec.  360  and  note. 

Am.  Dec.  363;  Judah  v.  Dyott,  3      Note :  68  Am.  Dee.  161, 170. 
Blackf.  (Ind.)  324,  25  Am.  Dec.  112;      And  seA  ASSUHPSIT,  voL  2,  p.  767. 
LilUe  V.  Hoyt,  6  Hill  (N.  T.)  396,  40 
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on  fiim.*'  Id  an  action  on  a  note  given  by  a  factor  to  hi»  principal, 
for  the  estimated  amount  of  goods  and  purchasers'  notes  on  hand,  on 
8  nominal  sale  made  to  preserve  the  principal's  property  from  being 
sacrificed  by  bis  creditors,  it  may  be  shown  that  there  was  a  verbal 
agreement  at  the  time,  that  the  factor  was  to  be  liable  only  to  the 
extent  of  Uie  actual  sales  and  collections  made,  the  gtame  as  if  no  note 
had  been  given,  and  that  there  is  a  partial  failure  of  consideration 
to  the  extent  of  the  difference  between  the  face  of  the  note  and  the 
amount  realized  from  such  sales  and  collections.^'  It  is  settled  that  \ 
a  debt  created  by  the  conversion  by  a  factor  of  the  proceeds  of  prop- 
erty sold  by  him,  is  not  created  in  a  "fiduciary  capacity"  within  the 
meaning  of  those  words  as  used  in  the  Bankruptcy  Act  of  1898  which 
provides  that  a  discharge  in  bankruptcy  shall  not  affect  debts  created 
by  the  bankrupt's  fraud,  emhe;:zlement,  misappropriation  or  defal- 
cation while  acting  in  a  fiduciary  capacity."  Where  the  question 
is  whether  a  factor  sold  his  principal's  goods  contrary  to  orders,  it  has 
been  held  that  the  construction  of  letters  and  telegrams  between  the 
parties  is  so  much  a  question  of  fact  as  to  be  properly  left  to  the 
jury." 

27.  Measure  and  Elements  of  Damages. — The  measure  of  damages 
where  a  factor  sells  at  less  than  the  specified  price  is  the  actual  damage 

sustained  by  the  principal,  and  if  no  actual  loss  appears  to  have  b^n 
incurred,  only  nominal  damages  can  be  recovered.'  And  the  faftor 
is  not  liable  where  a  higher  price  than  that  at  which  the  sale  was  made 
could  not  have  been  obtained  at  any  time  between  the  time  of  sale 
and  inception  of  the  suit,  and  if,  in  addition,  the  sale  made  was  rather 
to  the  advantage  than  to  the  detriment  of  the  principal.*  Where  a 
factor  fails  to  obey  orders  to  sell  at  a  certain  time,  it  has  been  held 
that  the  measure  of  damages  is  the  market  price  of  the  goods  at  the 
time  of  the  receipt  of  the  order,  or  within  a  reasonable  time  there- 
after to  be  allowed  for  sale,  and  not  the  highest  market  price  between 
the  time  of  the  receipt  of  the  order  and  that  of  the  commencement 
of  the  action.'  If  a  factor  reships  goods  consigned  to  him  by  his 
principal,  without  the  letter's  advice,  and  they  are  sold  at  less  than 
they  might  have  been  sold  for  at  the  place  of  shipment  where,  in 
the  contemplation  of  the  parties,  they  were  designed  to  be  sold,  he  is 

17.  Judah  V.  Dyott,  3  Blaekf.  Boiceau,  3  N.  Y.  78,  51  Am.  Dec.  345 
(Ind.)  324,  25  Am.  Dec.  112.  and  note;  Wright  v.  Bank  of  Metro- 

18.  Folsom  V.  Mussey,  8  Greenl.  polis,  110  N.  Y.  237,  18  N.  E.  79,  6 
(Me.)  400,  23  Am.  Dee,  522  and  note.  A.  S.  R.  356,  1  L.R.A.  289. 

19.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  1298.  2.  George  v,  McNeill,  7  La.  124,  26 
See  Bankruptcy,  vol.  3,  p.  340.  Am.  Dec.  498. 

20.  Fagin  v.  Connoly,  26  Mo.  94,  69  3.  Whelan  v.  Lynch,  60  N.  T.  469j 
Am.  Dec.  450  and  note.        •  19  Am.  Rep.  202. 

1.  Nelson  v.  Morgan,  ?  Mart.  0.  S.     Note:  58  Am.  Dee.  160, 
(La.)  256.  6  Am.  Dec.  729:  Blot  v. 
^     '  772 
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liable  for  the  difference  in  price  for  which  tiiey  were  sold  and  the 
market  price  at  the  place  where  it  was  intended  that  they  should  be 
soId>  And  where  goods  are  to  be  delivered  at  a  certain  place  to  a 
factor  who  binds  himself  to  use  his  best  endeavors  to  obtain  the 
highest  market  price  therefor,  while  he  may  sell  the  goods  at  that 
place,  or  elsewhere,  in  an  action  for  a  breach  of  such  contract,  evi- 
dence of  the  market  price  is  not  confined  to  the  place  where  the  goods 
were  actually  sold.  The  highest  market  price  prevailing  at  the  place 
of  delivery  may  be  shown,  whether  the  factor  was  or  was  not  ne^igent 
in  failing  to  sell  at  that  place.'  If  a  factor  buys  the  goods  of  his 
principal  without  bis  consent,  and  without  disclosing  the  purchaser, 
the  principal  may  repudiate  the  sale  upon  obtaining  knowledge  as  to 
the  purchaser  and  recover  the  highest  market  value  of  the  goods  at 
any  time  before  obtaining  such  knowledge,  although  the  factor  may 
have  made  advances  on  such  goods.*  A  factor  having  moneys  in  his 
hands  arising  from  a  sale  ia  liable  for  interest  thereon  only  after 
demand  made  by  the  principal,  if  he  has  promptiy  rendered  account 
of  sales,  unless  a  special  usage  of  trade  is  shown,  or  a  failure  to  remit 
according  to  instructions.^  In  an  action  to  recover  damages  for  the 
factorV  neglect  to  sell,  a  price  current  list  published  in  a  newspaper 
is  not  evidence  per  se  of  market  value.* 

Compensation  and  Revmhv/rsement  for  Expemea  and  Advancementa 

28.  In  General. — As  already  seen,  a  factor  is  one  raaployed  to 

receive  goods  from  a  principal  and  sell  them  for  a  factorage  or  com- 
mission,* and  the  obligation  of  a  principal  to  reimburse  a  factor  for 
any  expense  necessarily  incurred  by  the  latter  in  the  principal's  busi* 
ness  is  impend  upon  the  principal  by  law  and  is  not  dependent  upon 
any  direct  promise  by  the  principal.^*  An  owner  of  goods  who  elects 
to  proceed  against  tortious  possessors  thereof  as  consignees  or  factors 
thereby  ratifies  the  act  of  his  agent  in  delivering  said  goods  to  them, 
and  they  must  be  considered  as  the  authorized  consignees  and  com- 
mission merchants  of  said  owner,  and  entitled  to  the  rights  and  benefits 
arising  from  this  relation,  such  as  commissions  and  an  allowance  for 
disbursements.^^  Advances  are  moneys  paid  by  the  factor  to  his 
principal  on  the  credit  of  the  goods  consigned,  and  in  anticipation  of 


4.  Comer  v.  Way,  107  Ala.  300,  19 
So.  96G,  54  A.  S.  R.  93  and  note. 

6.  Mackenzie  t.  Hodgkin,  126  CaL 
591,  69  Pac  36,  77  A.  S.  R.  209  and 
note. 

6.  Sims  v.  Miller,  37  8.  C.  402,  16 
S.  E.  165,  34  A.  S.  R.  762  and  note. 

7.  Note:  68  Am.  Dec.  170. 

In  McConnieo  v.  Corzen,  2  Call 
(Ya.)  368, 1  Am.  Dee.  640,  it  was  held 


that  interest  sbonld  not  be  allowed  on 
an  unliquidated  account.  And  see 
Daiuges,  vol.  8,  p. -538  et  seq. 

8.  Wbelan  t.  Lynch,  60  N.  Y.  469, 
19  Am.  Rep.  202. 

9.  See  supra,  par.  2. 

10.  Folsom  T.  Mussey,  8  Gbeenl. 
(Me.)  400,  23  Am.  Dec.  522. 

11.  Lubert  v.  Chauvitean,  3  CaL  458, 
68  Am.  Dec.  416. 
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the  debt  which  will  become  due  to  the  principal  upon  tbe  sale  of  aucb 
goods,'*  and  where  he  has  performed  his  duties  as  factor  with  due 
care  and  diligence  he  is  entitled  to  be  reimbursed  to  the  full  amount 
of  such  advances.!*  The  usual  legal  inference  where  a  factor  makes 
advances  is  that  they  were  made  upon  the  joint  credit  of  the  principal's 
personal  security  and  of  the  goods  and  money  that  might  come  to  his 
hands.  He  may  release  his  lien  upon  goods  consigned  to  hihi  with- 
out at  all  affecting  his  remedy  against  the  principal  persdnallyj  and 
a  surety  of  a  principal  to  refund  advances  cannot  compel  a  factnr  to 
assert  his  lien  upon  the  property  of  the  principal,  before  prncecding 
against  him  personally ;  and  likewise  a  factor  may  by  contract  waive 
his  right  against  his  principal  personally,  and  must  then  look  solely 
to  the  goods  consigned  as  security  for  any  advances  made  to  the  prin- 
cipal.** In  accordance  with  this  view  it  has  frequently  been  held 
that,  unless  there  is  an  agreement  to  the  contrary,  a  factor  who  makes 
advances  on  goods  consigned  to  him  may  maintain  an  action  against 
his  principal  personally  before  the  goods  are  sold,  upon  the  ground 
that  when  such  an  advance  is  made  to  the  principal,  the  factor  becomes 
the  creditor  of  his  principal,  and  holds,  as  security  for  the  sum  or 
sums  due  him,  the  goods  which  are  consigned."  There  are,  how- 
ever, authorities  which  hold  that  the  goods  consigned  constitute  the 
primary  fund  for  the  repayment  of  advances  made  by  a  factor  to  his 
principal,  and  that  the  factor  must  first  exhaust  this  fund  before 
enforcing  his  remedies  against  the  principal  personally.**  Where 
factors  are  in  the  habit  of  receiving  and  forwarding  produce  sent  to 
them,  and  of  accepting  the  consignor's  drafts,  and  charging  a  certain 
per  cent,  commission,  in  addition  to  interest,  on  advances  made  to 
meet  these  drafts,  when  the  consignor  bad  no  funds  in  their  hands, 
such  chai^  will  not  be  held  usurious,  where  it  appears  that  it  was 
not  a  cover  for  a  loan,  and  that  this  was  the  practice  of  other  mer- 
chants engaged  in  similar  business.*' 

29.  Right  to  and  Extent  and  Nature  of  Lien. — A  factor  has  a  gen- 
eral lien  on  goods  of  his  principal  in  his  possession,  their  proceeds 

12.  In  re  Murphy  Co.,  214  Pa.  St.  recover  the  amouut  from  his  principal. 
258,  63  Atl.  745,  6  Ann.  Gas.  'MS  and  Greely  v.  Bartlett,  1  Greenl.  (Me.) 
note,  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1147  and  note;  172.  10  Am.  Dec.  54. 

Balderston  v.  National  Rubber  Co.,  18  14.  Martin  v.  Pope,  6  Ala.  532,  41 
R.  I.  338,  27  Atl.  507,  49  A.  S.  R.  772.  Am.  Dec.  G6. 

13.  Adams  v.  Capron,  21  Md.  186,      Note:  6  Ann.  Cas.  311. 

83  Am.  Dec.  566.  15.  Note:  6  Ann.  Cas.  311. 

Where  a  factor,  in  order  to  meet  16.  In  re  Murphy  Co.,  214  Pa.  St. 

drafts  drawn  on  him  by  his  principal,  258,  63  Atl.  745,  6  Ann.  Cas.  308  and 

and  accepted,  sells  the  goods  on  credit,  note  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1147  and  note; 

and  takes  a  note  payable  to  himself,  Balderston  v.  National  Rubber  Co.,  18 

which  he  indorses  and  sells  for  money,  R.  I.  338,  27  Atl.  507,  49  A.  S.  B.  772. 

and  the  maker's  insolvency  compels  17.  Trotter  v.  Curtis,  19  Johns.  (N. 

the  factor  to  pay  the  note,  he  may  Y.)  160,  10  Am.  Dec.  211. 
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and  Beeurities  talcen  for  the  price,  for  advances,  expenses,  and  com- 
missions, and  extending  to  the  general  balance  of  his  accounts,**  to 
debts  connected  with  the  agency,  which  the  factor  has  undertaken  as 
surety  or  for  the  accommodation  of  the  principal,. and  to  interest  on 
subsequent  advances,*'  but  not  to  debts  outsijJe  the  agency.**  A 
factor  has  no  lien  on  property  consigned  to  him  for  moneys  due  on 
prior  transactions  between  him  and  the  consignor,  as  against  a  trans- 
feree of  the  bill  of  lading  who  has  advanced  moneys  thereon  in  good 
faith.^  Kor  has  he  a  lien  when  the  balance  of  account  is  a;;ainst  him, 
his  advances  being  presumed  to  have  been  in  liquidation  of  such 
balance.*  The  general  lien  of  factors  does .  not  depend  upon  any 
express  contract,  but  rests  upon  its  manifest  tendency  to  aid  the  inter- 
ests of  trade  and  commerce,  and  to  promote  confidence  and  a  liberal 
spirit  on  the  part  of  factors  in  respect  to  advances  to  their  principals. 
It  is  deemed  to  exist  in  all  cases  until  the  contrary  presumption  is 
.clearly  established.'  If  a  consignee,  acting  within  the  scope  of  his 
authority,  employs  a  subagent  to  carry  that  authority  into  execution, 
as  by  selling  goods  consigned  to  him,  or  doing  any  other  act  within 
that  authority,  the  subagent  has  a  lien  on  the  goods  upon  which  he 
has  made  advances  for  the  purposes  of  a  sale.*  The  lien  of  the 
factor  is  generally  considered  to  be  a  personal  privilege  and  riot  trans- 
ferable, and  no  qu^tion  upon  it  can  arise  except  between  the  principal 
and  the  factor,'  but  it  has  been  held  that  where  an  agent  or  factor  is 
intrusted  with  goods  to  sell,  and  to  pay  a  debt  of  his  principal  with  the 

18.  Comer  v.  Way,  107  Ala.  300,  19  Note:  58  Am.  Dec.  167. 

So.  9Gti,  54  A.  S.  R.  93  and  note;  War-  19.  Note:  58  Am.  Dec.  167. 

ren  v.  Columbus  First  Nat.  Bank,  149  20.  Marlin  v.  Pope,  6  Ala.  532,  41 

111  9,  38  N.  E.  122,  25,  L.R.A.  746;  Am.  Dec.  G6. 

Patterson  v.  McGahey,  8  Mart.  0.  S.  Note:  58  Am.  Dec.  167. 

(La.)  486,  13  Am.  Dec.  298  and  note;  1.  Batavia  First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Ege, 

Lambetb  v.  Tumbull,  5  Rob.  (La.)  264,  109  N.  Y.  120,  16  N.  E.  317,  4  A.  S. 

39  Am.  Dec.  536  and  note;  McKenzie  v.  R.  431  and  note.    And  see  infra,  par. 

Nevius,  22  Me.  138,  38  Am.  Dec.  291;  30. 

Hodgson  V.  Payson,  3  Har.  &  J.  (Md.)  2.  McGraft  v.  Rugee,  60  Wis.  406. 

339,  5  Am.  Dee.  439;  Rowland  v.  Dol-  10  N.  W.  530,  50  Am.  Rep.  378. 

by,  100  Md.  272,  59  Atl.  606,  3  Ann.  3.  Martin  v.  Pope,  6  Ala.  532,  41 

Cus.  643  and  note;  Holly  v.  Hu^e-  Am.  Dec.  66. 

ford,  8  Pick.  (Mass.)  73,  19  Am.  Dec.  4.  Bowie  v.  Napier,  1  McCord  L. 

303;  Vail  v.  Durant,  7  Allen  (Mass.)  (S.  C.)  1, 10  Am.  Dec.  641. 

408,  83  Am.  Dpi:  695  and  note;  Benny  5.  Ames  v.  Palmer,  42  Me.  197,  66 

V.  Rhodes.  18  Mo.  147,  59  Am.  Dec.  Am.  Dee.  271  and  note;  Holly  v.  Hug- 

293;  Knapp  v.  Alvord,  10  Paige  (N.  geford,  8  Pick.  (Mass.)  73,  19  Am. 

y.)  205,  40  Am.  Dec.  241  and  note;  Dec.  303;  Gage  v.  Allison,  1  Brev. 

Holbrnok  V.  Wight,  24  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  (S.  C.)  495,  2  Am.  Dec.  682;  Barnes 

160.  3.')  Am.  Dec.  607  and  note;  Girard  Safe,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Bloeh  Bros.  To- 

T.  Ta,7gart,  5  Serg.  &  R.  (Pa.)  19,  9  bacco  Co.,  38  W.  Va.  168, 18  S.  E.  482, 

Am.  Dec.  327.  46  A.  &.  R.  846,  22  L.R.A.  860. 
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proceeds,  his  e:xecutoTS,  after  his  death,  while  they  cannot  lawfully 
dispose  of  the  goods,  may  retain  them  for  his  lien.* 

30.  Possession  Requisite  to  Support  Lien. — ^Possession  of  the  goods 
with  the  consent  of  the  principal  is  required  before  the  factor's  lien 
can  attach}^  and  be  has  no  lien  on  goods  of  which  he  acquired  posses- 
sion by  an  illegal  act,  or  in  bad  faith.*  It  is  not  essential,  however, 
that  the  goods  shall  be  in  the  posseasdon  of  the  factor  himself,  and 
delivery  to  and  possession  by  tiie  factor's  agent  or  servant  will  be 
sufficient  to  support  his  lien.*  As  to  the  sufficiency  of  constructive 
possession  to  support  a  factor's  lien,  while  some  decisions  apparently, 
at  least,  hold  that  such  lien  will  not  attach  until  the  goods  are  actually 
in  the  factor's  possession,  or  that  of  his  immediate  agent,**  yet  it  is 
usually  held  that  under  certain  circumstances,  potential  or  construc- 
tive possession  by  the  factor  will  be  sufficient.**  As  to  the  right  of  a 
factor  to  a  lien  upon  goods  consigned  to  him  the  general  rule  appears 
to  be  that  the  mere  agreement  to  ship  or  even  the  consignment  in 
terms  to  a  factor  where  no  receipt  or  bill  of  lading  is  delivered  or  sent 
to  the  factor  will  not  give  him  a  lien  ibr  his  advances;  **  but  that  to 
give  a  lien  to  a  factor  upon  goods  con^gned  but  not  actually  received, 
it  is  requisite  not  only  that  the  consignment  shall  be  in  terms  to  the 
factor,  but  that  the  latter  shall  have  made  advances  or  acceptances 
upon  the  faith  of  the  particular  consignment.^*  Where  these  two 
incidents  concur,  the  delivery  to  the  factor  of  a  shipping  receipt  or 
bill  of  lading  with  the  design  of  giving  him  control  of  the  goods  is 


6.  Gage  v.  Allison,  1  Brev.  (S.  C.)  T.)  267, 32  Am.  Dec.  541. 
495,  2  Am.  Dec.  682.  Note:  58  Am.  Dee.  167. 

7.  Warren  ColnmbuB  First  Nat.  11.  Warren  r.  Columbus'  First  Nat. 
Bank,  149  TIL  9,  38  N.  E.  122,  25  Bank,  149i  UL  9,  38  N.  E.  122,  25 
LJIA..  746:  Rowland  v.  Dolby,  100  Hd.  L.R.A.  746. 

272,  59  Ati.  666,  3  Ann.  Gas.  643  and  12.  Desha  v.  Pope,  6  Ala.  600,  41 

note:  Bank  of  Rochester  v.  Jones,  4  Am.  Dec.  76;  Strahom  v.  Union  Stock 

N.  Y.  497, 55  Am.  Dec.  200.  Yard,  etc.,  Co.,  43  Dl.       92  Am.  Dee. 

Note:  68  Am.  Dec.  167.  142  and  note;  Hodges  v.  Kimball,  40 

8.  Bank  of  Rodiester  v.  Jones,  4  N.  la.  577,  31  Am.  Rep.  158;  Bonner  v. 
7.  497,  55  Am.  Dec.  290  and  note.  Harsh,  10  Smedes  ft  M.  (Min.)  376, 

9.  Warren  t.  Golnmbns  First  Nat.  48  Am.  Dee.  754;  Davenport  Nat. 
Bank,  149  Dl.  0,  38  N.  E.  122,  25  Bank  ▼.  Homeym:,  45  Mo.  146, 100  Am. 
L.R.A.  746;  Bonner  t.  Hazsh,  10  Dee.  363;  Bank  of  Rochester  v.  Jones, 
Smedes  ft  K.  (Miss.)  376, 48  Am.  Dee.  4  N.  T.  497, 66  Am.  Dec  290  and  note ; 
754;  Holbrook  v.  Wight,  24  Wend.  (N.  Winter  v.  Coit,  7  N.  T.  288,  57  Am. 
T.)  169, 36  Am.  Dee.  607  and  note.  Dec  522  and  note. 

Note:  3  Ann.  Cas.  645.  Note:  65  Am.  Dee.  233. 

10.  Wanren  v.  Colnmbns  First  Nat.  13.  Hodges  v.  Kimball,  49  la.  577, 
Bank,  149  III.  9,  38  N.  K.  122,  25  31  Am.  Rep.  158;  Valle  v.  Cene,  36 
LJI.A.  746  (stating  this  to  be  the  view  Mo.  575,  88  Am.  Dee.  161  and  note; 
of  some  courts) ;  Rowland  t.  Dolby,  Davis  Bradley,  28  Vt  118,  65  Am. 
100  Md.  272,  59  Atl.  666,  3  Ann.  Gas.  Dee.  226  and  note. 

643;  Saltus  v.  Everett,  20  Wend.  (N.  Note:  68  Am.  Dee.  167. 
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generally  held  to  be  a  symbolic  delivery  of  the  goods  themselves, 
which  entitles  the  factor  to  a  lien  thereon,**  and  it  has  been  held  by 
some  authorities  that  while  taking  a  bill  <ti  lading  in  the  name  of  the 
consignee,  or  when  taken  in  the  name  of  'the  consignor,  a  transfer  to 
him  is  the  most  usual  and  satisfactory  mode  of  indicating  the  inten- 
tion, it  is  not  the  exclusive  mode,  and  that  as  evidence  of  the  trans- 
action it  is  immaterial  whether  the  instruments  are  bills  of  lading 
or  not;  and  it  might  equally  be  proved  through  the  medium  of  car- 
riers' or  wharfingers'  receipts,  or  any  other  description  of  document, 
or  by  correspondence  alone.*'  In  no  case,  however,  it  would  seem, 
can  the  factor's  lien  attach  to  goods  which  have  never  come  into  his 
actual  possession,  and  have  never  been  consigned  to  him,  but  which 
have  been  delivered  or  consigned  by  the  owner  directly  to  the  pur- 
chaser. In  such  case  the  possession  of  the  factor— if  indeed,  as  to 
such  goods,  he  can  be  called  a  factor — is  not  actual  nor  is  ii  con- 
structive or  potential.** 

31.  Enforcement,  Waiver  or  Loss  of  Lien. — A  factor  may  foreclose 
Ms  lien  by  equitable  action,  and  is  entitled  to  a  deficiency  judgment;  *■ 
and,  as  already  seen,  it  has  been  held  in  a  number  of  cases  that  factors 
who  have  made  advances  may,  regardless  of  instructions,  sell  upon 
proper  notification  to  their  principals  to  repay  the  advances.*^  So 
it  has  been  held  that  a  factor  who  has  made  advances  to  his  consignor 
may  proceed  to  sell  notwithstanding  the  service  of  an  attachment  sued 
out  by  a  creditor  of  the  consignor,  and  that  the  attaching  creditor 
cannot  arrest  the  sale  without  tendering  to  the  factor  the  amount  of 
his  advances.''  A  factor's  lien  may  be  lost  or  waived  by  agreement 
of  the  parties  or  by  implication,**  and  a  factor,  like  other  bailees  of 
goods,  will  be  held  to  have  waived  his  lien  thoreon  by  placing  his 
refusal  to  deliver  ,  them  on  other  grounds.*  Such  lien  continue? 
only  while  the  factor  has  possession,  and  therefore  if  he  pledges  the 
goods  for  his  own  debt,  or  suffers  them  to  be  attached,  or  otherwise 

14.  Desha  v.  Pope,  6  Ala.  690,  41  Bank,  149  lU.  9,  38  N.  E.  122,  25 
Am.  Dec.  76;  Warren  v.  Columbus  L.R.A.  746. 

First  Nat.  Bank,  149  HI.  9,  38  N.  E.  17.  Note:  58  Am.  Dee.  168. 

122,  25  L.R.A.  746;  Lambeth  v.  Turn-  18.  See  supra,  par.  19. 

bull,  5  Rob.  (La.)  264,  39  Am.  Dec.  19.  Baugh  v.  Kirkpatrick,  54  Pa.  St. 

536  and  note;  Valle  v.  Cerre,  36  Mo.  84,  93  Am.  Dec.  675. 

575,  88  Am.  Dec.  161  and  note;  Hoi-  20.  Hanna  v.  Phelps,  7  Ind.  21,  63 

brook  V.  Wight,  24  Wend.  {N.  Y.)  169,  Am.  Dec.  410  and  note;  M.  M.  Walker 

35  Am.  Dec.  607  and  note;  Davis  v.  Co.  v.  Dnbuque  Fruit,  etc.,  Co.,  113 

Bradley,  28  Vt.  118,  65  Am.  Dee.  226  la.  428,  85  N.  W.  614,  53  L.R.A.  775; 

and  note.   And  see  Hodges  v.  Kim-  McKenzie  v.  Nevius,  22  Me.  138,  38 

ball,  49  la.  577,  31  Am.  Rep.  158.  Am.  Dec.  291. 

Note:  58  Am.  Dec.  167, 168.  Note:  58  Am.  Dec.  168. 

15.  Prince  v.  Boston,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  1.  Holbrook  v.  Wight,  24  Wend. 
101  Mass.  542,  100  Am.  Dec.  129  and  (N.  Y.)  169,  35  Am.  Dec.  607;  Winter 


Hote. 

16.  Warren  v.  Columbus  First  Nat. 


V.  Coit,  7  N.  Y.  288,  57  Am.  Dec.  522 


and  note. 
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parts  with  them  voluntarily^  the  lien  is  lost.'  So,  while  the  factor 
con  retain  the  possession  of  merchandise  until  repaid  his  advances, 

yet  when  he  marks  it  with  the  name  of  his  principal  and  transfers 
it  to  the  custody  of  a  common  carrier  for  carriage  and  delivery  to  the 
principal  at  the  place  of  destination,  he  parts  with  his  lien ;  •  and  it 
has  also  been  held  that  a  factor  loses  his  lien  by  storing  the  goods  with 
a  warehouse  company,  taking*a  warehouse  receipt  in  his  own  name., 
and  delivering  the  receipt  unindorsed  to  the  owner  of  the  goods,  thus 
depriving  himself  of  both  actual  and  constructive  possession  *  If  the 
consignor  sells  property  which  he  has  consigned  to  a  factor  for  sale, 
the  purchaser  may  recover  it  or  its  value  without  deductions  if  the 
lien  for  advances  or  charges  has  been  waived,  but  if  such  lien  has  not 
been  waived  he  can  only  recover  any  balance  which  remains  or  should 
remain  in  the  factor's  hands  after  a  prudent  disposal  of  the  property.^ 

IIL  Eights  and  Liabilities  as  between  Factob  ob  Pbincipal  and 

Thiro  Persons 

Rights  and  lAabilities  of  Factor 

32.  Rights  of  Action  in  Respect  to  Goods. — As  already  seen  a  factor 
has  the  implied  power  to  sell  the  goods  of  his  principal  in  his  own 
name/  and  possesses,  as  against  his  principal,  in  the  absence  of  some 
stipulation  to  the  contrary,  a  special  interest  therein,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds thereof,  and  the  right  to  control  the  same  until  he  receives  his 
compensation  for  services  rendered  in  respect  thereto.'  It  follows 
from  these  implied  rights  of  the  factor  as  to  the  sale  of'his  principal's 
goods  that  he  may  maintain  an  action  in  his  own  name  to  recover 
the  purchase  price  of  such  goods  when  sold  by  him;  *  and  it  has  been 
held  that  it  is  not  essential  to  the  right  of  the  factor  to  sue  in  his 
own  name  that  he  should  have  sold  in  that  name,  nor  will  the  fact 
that  before  accepting  an  offer  for  goods  he  submitted  the  same  to  his 
principal  for  approval  deprive  him  of  his  character  of  factor  or  of 
the  right  to  sue  for  the  purchase  price  in  his  own  name/'  It  seems, 
however,  that  the  principal  can  control  the  litigation  if  he  sees  fit, 

2.  Holly   T.   Huggeford,  8   Piek.     6.  See  supra,  par.  10. 
(Mass.)  73,  19  Am.  Dec.  303;  HoU     7.  See  supra,  par.  28  et  seq. 

brook  v.  Wight,  24  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  169,  8.  Ilsley    v.    Merriam,    7  Cush. 

35  Am.  Dec.  607.   And  see  supra,  par.  (Mass.)  242,  64  Am.  Dee.  721  and 

12.  note;  Oirard  v.  Taggart,  5  Sei^.  &  B. 

3.  Gwyn  v.  Richmond,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  (Pa.)  19,  9  Am.  Dee.  327  and  note; 
85  N.  C.  429,  39  Am.  Rep.  708.  Beardsley  v.  Schmidt,  120  Wis.  405,  98 

4.  Rowland  v.  Dolby,  100  Md.  272,  N.  W.  235,  102  A.  S.  R.  991  and  note. 
59  Atl.  666,  3  Ann.  Cas.  643  and  note.  Note:  58  Am.  Dec  168. 

6.  H.  M.  Walker  Co.  v.  Dubuque     9.  Beardsley  v.  Schmidt,  120  Wis. 
Fruit,  etc.,  Co.,  U3  la.  428,  85  N.  W.  405, 98  N.  W.  235, 102  A.  S.  E.  991. 
614,  53  L.R.A.  775. 
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subject  to  the  due  protection  of  the  factor's  special  interest,  unless 
such  interest,  consisting  of  legitimate  charges  against  the  property, 
or  the  proceeds  thereof,  is  equal  to  or  in  excess  of  the  amount  recover- 
able.*" So  also,  by  virtue  of  his  special  ownership  and  rights  in  the 
goods  of  his  principal,  a  factor  may  maintain  a  suit  in  his  own  name 
for  trespasses  and  torts  committed  on  such  goods  while  in  his  posses- 
sion,** or  may  bring  trover  or  replevin  if  they  be  wrongfully  with- 
held from  him,**  or  may  sue  for  damages  for  breach  of  contract  in 
relation  to  such  goods.*'  The  right  of  a  factor  or  consignee  of  goody 
to  maintain  an  action  in  his  own  name  against  a  common  carrier  for 
injuries  thereto  during  transit  and  before  reaching  him,  would  seem 
to  depend  on  whether  or. not  such  agent  or  factor  has  acquired  a  spe- 
cial property  in  or  lien  upon  the  consigned  goods.**  In  some  juris- 
dictions it  has  been  held  that  a  factor  is,  as  to  his  principal,  a  trustee 
of  an  express  trust,  and  as  such  is  authorized  to  sue  in  his  own  name 
for  breach  of  contract  relating  to  the  goods  of  his  principal,  or  to 
recover  the  purchase  price  hereof,  under  a  statute  providing  that  a 
trustee  of  an  expr^  trust  may  sue  without  joining  with  him  the 
person  for  whose  benefit  the  action  is  brought.**  Where  suit  is  brought 
by  a  factor  in  his  own  name,  the  defendant  is,  generally  speaking, 
entitled  to  any  defense  which  could  have  been  made  against  the 
principal  in  a  suit  by  the  lottcr.^^ 

33.  Liability  of  Factor  to  Third  Persons  Generally. — As  in  the  case 
of  other  agents,  factors  may  undoubtedly  become  personally  respon- 
sible when  they  deal  with  third  persons  without  disclosing  their 
agency,  although  the  principal,  when  afterwards  discovered,  may  als;i 
be  liable.*'  Thus  it  has  been  held  that  a  factor  who  sells  merchandise 


10.  Beardsley  v.  Schmidt,  120  Wis. 
405,  98  N.  W.  235,  102  A.  S.  R.  991. 
And  see  infra,  par.  36. 

11.  Miller  v.  Lea,  35  Md.  390,  6  Am. 
"Rep.  417. 

Kute:  58  Am.  Dec.  168. 

12.  Holbrook  v.  Wight,  24  Wend. 
(N.  Y.)  169,  35  Am.  Dec.  607. 

Note:  58  Am.  Dee.  168. 
And  see  Replevin;  Trover, 

13.  Wolfe  V.  Missouri  Pao.  R.  Co., 
97  Mo.  473,  H  S.  W,  49,  10  A.  S.  R. 
331, 3  L.R.A.  539. 

Note:  58  Am.  Dec.  168. 

14.  Prince  v.  Boston,  etc.,  R.  Corp., 
101  Mass.  542,  100  Am.  Dec.  129; 
Grimmell-Collins  Co.  v.  Illinois  Cent. 
R.  Co.,  109  Minn.  513,  124  N.  W.  377, 
26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  437  and  note;  Wolfe 
V.  Missouri  Pac.  R.  Co.,  97  Mo.  473, 


11  S.  W.  49, 10  A.  S.  R.  331  and  note, 
3  L.R.A.  539. 

Note:  35  Am.  Dec.  617. 

As  to  when  a  factor  will  be  deemed 
to  have  acquired  a  lieu  on  goods  eon- 
signed  to  him,  see  supra,  par.  30. 
For  a  full  discussion  of  the  rights  otf 
consignees  of  goods  to  sue  for  the 
negligence  of  a  carrier  or  for  the 
breach  of  the  carrier's  conduct,  see 
Carriers,  vol.  4,  p.  941  et  seq. 

16  Wolfe  T.  Missouri  Pac.  R.  Co., 
97  Mo.  473,  11  S.  W.  49,  10  A.  S.  R. 
331,  3  L.R.A.  539;  Beardsley  v. 
Schmidt,  120  Wis.  405,  98  N.  W,  235, 
102  A.  S.  R.  991. 

Note :  58  Am.  Dep.  168. 

And  see  Parties;  Trusts. 

16.  Note:  58  Am.  Dec.  168,  169. 

17.  Hastings  t.  Lovering,  2  Pick. 
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with  a  warranty  of  quality,  without  designating  himself  as  agent,  is 
personally  liable  on  the  warranty,  although  he  had  settled  with  the 

principal  before  notice  of  the  breach,  and  although  the  vendee  was 
informed  before  action  brought  that  the  factor  was  not  acting  for 
himself.^®  The  general  rule  that  factors  or  agents  acting  for  persoiw 
residing  in  foreign  countries  are  personally  liable  upon  all  contractB 
made  by  them,  whether  their  principals  were  disclosed  or  not,"  rests 
upon  usage  and  the  personal  intent  of  parties,  and  the  presumption 
that  a  factor,  known  to  be  and  trusted  as  such,  is  accepted  as  the 
exclusive  debtor  fails  if  it  be  shown  that  the  creditor  intended  to 
hold  liable  the  foreign  principal.^*^  Thus  it  has  been  held  that  when 
a  written  contract  is  made,  and  expressed  to  be  with  a  foreign  prin- 
cipal and  not  with  the  agent,  the  latter  is  not  liable,  althou.ch  the 
contract  be  signed  by  him,  for  and  on  account  of  the  foreign 
principal.* 

34.  Liability  to  True  Owner  of  Goods  as  for  Conversion. — Tn  some 
jurisdictions  it  is  held  that  to  render  a  factor  liable  for  conversion  of 
goods,  demand  must  be  made  while  the  property  or  its  proceeds  nre 
in  his  hands,  or  it  must  be  shown  that  he  bad  notice  of  the  owner's 
rights,  or  of  the  want  of  title  of  the  party  placing  the  goods  in  his 
hands.*  The  general  rule,  however,  according  to  the  weight  of  autlior- 
is  to  the  effect  that  a  factor,  commission  merchant  or  broker, 
receiving  property  from  his  principal,  and  selling  the  same  under  tlie 
latter's  instruction  and  paying  him  the  proceeds  of  the  sale,  is  thereby 
guilty  of  unlawfully  converting  the  property  if  his  principal  has  no 
title  thereto,  and  no  right  to  sell  the  same,  and  is  liable  in  tcover  to 
the  true  owner  of  the  property  for  its  value;  and  his  good  faith,  want 
of  knowledge  or  notice  of  an  outstanding  title  in  a  third  person,  or 
belief  in  bis  principal's  title,  is  no  defense  to  the  action  *  And  the 
owner  may  hold  any  person  responsible  as  for  conversion  who  as  fat-tor 
for  the  criminal  has  assumed  the  right  to  sell  the  property  and  give 
possession,  although  a  common  carrier  was  negligent  in  permitting  it 

(Mass.)  214,  13  Am.  Dec.  420  and  485, 58  Am.  Rep.  197. 

uote;  Argersinger  v.  McNaughton,  114  2.  Roach  v.  Turk,  9  Heisk.  (Tenn.) 

N.  Y.  535,  21  N.  B.  1022, 11  A.  S.  R.  708,  24  Am.  Rep.  360;  J.  T.  Fargason 

687  and  note.  Co.  v.  Ball,  128  Tenn.  137,  159  S.  W. 

Note:  58  Am.  Dec.  169.  221,  50  L.R.A.(N.S.)  51  and  note. 

18.  Hastings  v.  Loveriog,  2  Pick.  3.  Swim  v.  Wilson,  90  Cal.  126,  27 
(Mass.)  214, 13  Am.  Dec.  420.  Pac.  33,  25  A.  S.  R.  110,  13  L.R.A. 

Note:  58  Am.  Dec.  169.  605;  Miller  v.  Wilson,  98  Ga.  567,  25 

19.  New  Castile  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Red  S.  E.  578,  58  A.  S.  R.  319  and  note; 
River  R.  Co.,  1  Rob.  (La.)  145,  36  Dolliff  v.  Robbins,  83  Minn.  498,  86 
Am.  Dec  686;  McKenzie  v.  Nevius,  22  N.  W.  772,  85  A.  S.  R.  466. 

Me.  138,  38  Am.  Dec.  291.  Note:  50  L.R.A. (N.S.)  52,56. 

r->H  A.T,.  Dec.  170.  See  Brokers,  vol.  4,  p.  294  tit  seq. 

SO.  Note:  68  Am.  Dec.  170.  And  see  generally  Tftovm. 

1.  Uauiy  T.  Ranger,  38  La.  Ann. 
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to  be  diverted  from  its  true  destination  by  means  of  a  forged  waybill 
and  placed  in  possession  of  the  factor  by  means  of  a  forged  bill  of 
lading.*  According  to  this  view  it  is  the  business  of  factors  to  know 
the  character  of  the  persons*Tvith  whom  and  for  whom  they  deal,  and 
to  see  to  it  that  their  principals  are  able  to  protect  them  if  their 
action  in  reference  to  the  property  bought  or  sold  amounts  to  a  con- 
version.* In  some  instances  a  distinction  has  been  made  between 
cases  where  the  factor  or  agent  comes  into  the  actual  possession  of 
the  property  and  upon  selling  the  same  for  his  principal  turns  the 
possession  over  to  the  purchaser,  and  cases  where  the  factor  does  not 
take  the  manual  possession  oS  the  property,  but  merely  receives  ware- 
house receipts  therefor  and  acts  for  his  principal  in  transferring  them 
to  a  purchaser,  and  it  has  been  held  that  in  the  latter  cases  there  is 
no  liability  to  the  owner.*  So  also,  a  distinction  has  sometimes  been 
made  between  the  Hability  of  a  factor  for  selling  negotiable  instru- 
ments for  someone  other  than  the  true  owner,  and  his  liability  in  this 
respect  as  to  other  forms  of  personal  property.  Thus,  on  the  theory 
that  coupons  or  bonds  do  not  stand  upon  the  same  ground  as  chattels, 
it  has  been  held  that  a  person  receiving  negotiable  coupons  or  bond?=, 
selling  the  same,  and  accounting  to  his  principal  for  the  proceeds 
thereof,  is  not  liable  to  the  true  owner  for  the  conversion  of  the  instru- 
ments, although  his  principal  had  stolen  them,  the  agent  accounting 
in  good  faith,  and  without  knowledge  of  this  fact,  and  not  being 
guilty  of  gross  negligence  in  not  ascertaining  it.'  Other  authorities, 
however,  hold  that  an  agent  receiving  and  sellipg  negotiable  bonds  is 
liable  to  the  true  owner  for  the  convendon  thereof,  though  at  the  time 
of  the  sale,  and  when  he  paid  the  proceeds  over  to  his  principal,  he 
had  no  knowledge  or  suspicion  of  any  defect  in  the  latter's  title.^  The 
rights  of  the  mortgagee  of  chattels  as  against  one  selling  the  same  is 
treated  elsewhere  in  this  work.' 

35.  Effect  of  Equitable  Assignment  of  Proceeds  of  Sale  to  Third 
Person. — While  there  are  decisions  to  the  effect  that  where  a  consignee 
receives  goods  or  money  with  instructions  to  hand  them  over  to  a 
third  party,  such  third  party  cannot  maintain  either  trover  or  an 
action  for  money  had  and  received  until  the  consignee  does  some 
act  by  which  he  binds  himself  to  the  third  party,"  yet  in  accord- 
ance with  the  general  rule  that  an  assignment  of  nonexisting  but 

4.  Johnson  v.  Martin,  87  Minn.  370,  92  Am.  Dee.  581. 

92  N.  W.  221,  94  A.  S.  R.  706  and  note,  Note:  50  L.R.A.(N.S.)  58. 

59  L.R.A.  733.  9.  See  Chattel  Mortgages,  vol.  6, 

5.  Note:  50  L.RA.(N.S.)  56,  57.  p.  472  et  seq. 

6.  Note:  50  L.RA.(N.S.)  57.  10.  Eiehelbei^r  v.  Murdoek,  10  Md. 

7.  Spooner  v.  Holmes,  102  Mass.  373,  69  Am.  Dec.  140  and  note;  Ex- 
508,  3  Am.  Rep.  491.  change  Bank  t.  Rice,  107  Mass.  37,  9 

Note:  50  L.RA.(N.S.)  58.  Am.  Rep.  1. 

8.  Kimball  v.  Billings,  55  Me.  147, 
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definite  expected  funds,  i.  e.  funds  to  be  made,  operates  as  an  appro- 
priation and  transfer  thereof,  and  is  enforceable  when  the  funds 
are  made,  where  notice  of  the  transfer  is  given  to  the  debtor,**  it 
has  been  held  that  a  draft  by  a  consignor  on  his  consignee  for  a 
sum  payable  to  a  third  person  out  of  proceeds  of  goods  when  sold, 
is  a  specific  appropriation  to  the  use  of  the  latter,  and  binds  the 
consignee  to  retain  so  much  of  the  proceeds  as  is  necessary  to  meet 
the  draft;  and  the  obligation  of  the  consignee  to  the  payee  is  not 
discharged  by  failure  of  the  payee  to  present  the  draft  for  payment 
for  several  months,  and  an  agreement  in  the  meantime  between  the 
consignor  and  consignee  for  a  new  appropriation  of  the  funds  for 
the  benefit  of  the  latter.** 


Rights  and  Liabilities  of  Principal 

36.  Suits  on  Contracts  Hade  with  Factors. — It  is  well  settled,  as  a 
general  rule,  that  a  written  contract  made  by  a  factor  in  his  own 
name  for  the  purchase  or  sale  of  goods  for  his  principal  will  bind 
the  principal,  and  he  may  sue  and  be  sued  thereon  exactly  as  if  he 
were  named  in  it,  for  it  is  treated  as  the  contract  of  the  principal 
as  well  as  of  the  agent.**  A  principal  being  bound  by  the  acts  and 
contracts  of  an  agent,  done  with  his  consent  or  ratified  by  him,  is 
also  entitled,  as  the  ultimate  party  in  interest,  to  all  the  advanta*:;^ 
and  benefits  of  such  acts  and  contracts,  as  against  third  parties  with 
whom  his  agent  deals;  and  it  is  immaterial  that  the  agent  is  a  factor 
under  a  del  credere  commission,  or  that  the  principal  was  unknown 
at  the  time,  or  that  the  third  person  dealt  with  the  agent  suppos- 
ing  him  to  be  the  sole  principal.**  Accordingly,  while  as  already 
seen  an  action  may  be  supported  by  a  factor  for  the  purchase  price 
of  goods  sold  by  him,*^  and  a  payment  made  to  him  is  good  unless 
forbidden  by  the  principal,*®  the  principal  may  take  the  collection 
into  his  own  hands,  and  sue  the  vendee  in  his  own  name  for  the 
purchase  price  of  goods  sold  by  the  factor,  even  though  the  prin- 
cipal was  unknown  at  the  time  of  the  same.*'   In  such  suits  by  the 

11.  Note:  82  Am.  Dec.  349.  And  17.  Higgins  v.  McCrea,  116  U.  S. 
.see  Assignments,  vol.  2.  p.  600.  671,  6  S.  Ct.  557,  29  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  764; 

12.  Lowery  v.  Steward,  25  N.  Y.  Traub  v.  Milliken,  57  Me.  63,  2  Am. 
239,  82  Am.  Dec.  346  and  note.  Rep.  14;  Miller  v.  Lea,  35  Md.  396,  6 

13.  llig^ins  V.  McCrea,  116  U.  S.  Am.  Rep.  417;  Ilsley  v.  Merriam,  7 
671,  6  S.  Ct.  557,  29  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  Cu.sh.  (Mass.)  242,  54  Am.  Dec.  721 
764.  and  note;  Roosevelt  v.  Doliertv,  129 

Notes:  9  Am.  Dec.  33ft;  58  Am.  Dec.  Mass.  301,  37  Am.  Rep.  356;  Taintor 

169.  V.  Prendergast,  3  Hill  (N.  Y.)  72,  38 

14.  Foster  V.  Smith,  2  Cold.  (Tenn.)  Am.  Dec.  618;  Girard  v.  Taggart,  5 
474,  88  Am.  Dec.  604.  Serg.  &  R.  (Pa.)  19,  9  Am.  Dec.  327 

15.  See  supra,  par.  32.  and  note. 

16.  See  supra,  par.  10.  Note:  58  Am.  Dec.  169,  170. 
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principal  the  factor*s  private  debt  cannot  be  set  off  against  the  vendee^s 
debt  on  the  sale,"  unless  the  factor  has  been  held  out  as  the  prin- 
cipal and  the  purchaser  has  bona  fide  dealt  with  him  as  owner,  in 
which  case  the  defendant  may  avail  himself  of  equities  existing  in 
his  favor  and  against  the  factor.**  "Where  the  purchaser  pays  the 
owner,  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  and  against  the  order  of  the  factor, 
such  payment  will  be  good;  because  the  owner  being,  through  the 
agency  of  the  factor,  a  party  to  the  contract,  and  being,  moreover, 
the  beneficial  proprietor  of  the  goods  sold,  has  an  unquestionable 
right  to  receive  payment  directly  from  the  purchaser.***  And  the 
general  rule  is  that  where  a  factor  having  sold  upon  credit,  if  the 
owner  or  principal  gives  notice  of  his  interest  and  claim  to  the  buyer 
before  payment,  and  requires  him  not  to  pay  the  factor,  the  buyer 
will  not  be  justified  in  afterwards  paying  the  factor..*  There  are,  how- 

.ever,  exceptions  to  this  rule,  as  where  the  factor  sells  in  his  own 
name,  being  himself  responsible  for  the  price  of  the  goods  sold,  whether 
collected  or  not;  or  where  he  sells  them  to  his  own  creditor,  where 
there  are  mutual  dealings.  The  principal  cannot,  in  those  cases,  inter- 
fere to  the  prejudice  of  the  party  dealing  with  the  factor,  without 
any  knowledge  of  his  agency;  and  only  the  balance,  if  any  be  due 
to  the  factor,  may  be  reclaimed  by  the  principal.^  It  has  been  held, 
however,  that  a  party  contracting  under  the  assumed  character  of 
agent,  either  concealing  or  falsely  representing  the  name  of  his  prin- 
cipal, when  in  fact  he  is  the  real  principal,  cannot  sue  on  the  con- 
tract, as  principal,  without  notice  to  the  other  party  of  his  real  char- 
acter.* So  when  a  note  is  taken  from  a  purchaser  by  a  factor,  foi- 
ls. Miller  v.  Lea,  35  Md.  396,  6  Am.  Am.  Dec.  618  and  note;  Girard  v.  Tng- 
Rep.  417.  gart,  5  Serg.  &  R.  (Pa.)  19,  9  Am. 

Note:  58  Am.  Dec.  169.  Dec.  327;  Rabone  v.  Williams,  7  T.  R. 

A  discharge  under  a  state  insolvent  360  note,  4  Rev.  Rep.  463  note,  2  Kng. 
law  does  not  bar  an  action  by  a  non-  Rul.  Cas.  390;  Baring  v.  Corrie,  2  B. 
resident  principal  for  tbe  price  of  &  Aid.  137,  2  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  3f11; 
goods  sold  by  bis  factor  residing  with-  Cooke  v.  Eshelby,  12  App.  Cas.  271, 

.  in  the  state  to  the  insolvent,  though  the  56  L.  J.  Q.  B.  505,  2  Eng.  RuL  Caa. 
bills  were  made  out  in  the  factor's  398. 

name  as  vendor,  where  be  informed      Note:  58  Am.  Dec.  169. 
the  debtor  that  he  was  selling  on  com-      Note:  2  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  408. 
.mission  for  a  citizen  of  another  state,      20.  Golden  v.  Levy,  4  N.  C.  141,  6 
but  did  not  name  bira.    Ilsley  v.  Mer-  Am.  Dec.  555. 

riam,  7  Cush.  (Mass.)  242,  54  Am.  1.  Miller  v.  Lea,  35  Md.  396,  6  Am. 
Dec.  721  and  note.  Rep.  417;  Kelley  v.  Munson,  7  Mass. 

19.  Gardner  v.  Allen,  6  Ala.  187,  41  319,  5  Am.  Dec.  47. 
Am.  Dec.  45  and  note;  Traub  v.  MilU-      Note:  58  Am.  Dec.  169. 
ken,  57  Me.  63,  2  Am.  Rep.  14;  Miller      2.  Kelley  v.  Munson,  7  Mass.  319,  5 
V.  Lea,  35  Md.  396,  6  Am.  Rep.  417;  Am.  Dea.  47. 

Ilslev  V.  Mcrriam,  7  Cusb.  (Mass.)      ?.  Foster  v.  Smith,  2  Cold.  (Tenn.) 
242,54Ara.Dcc.  721andnote;Taintor  474,  88  Am.  Dec.  604. 
V,  Prendergast.  3  Hill  £N.  Y.)  72,  3^ 
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the  sale  of  the  goods  of  several  consignors,  or  for  the  sale  of  the 
goods  of  one  or  more  consignors  and  of  the  goods  of  the  factor, 
one  consignor  cannot  sue  the  purchaser  for  the  value  of  his  goods 
taken  separately,  although  his  goods  were  sold  for  a  definite  sum, 
capable  of  being  ascertained,  and  which  forms  a  distinct  part  of  tho 
consideration  of  the  note.  The  note  is  payment  for  the  whole;  it 
is  a  contract  which  the  factor  had  the  right  to  make,  and  upon 
which  alone  the  purchaser  is  liable.  The  principal  is  thus  deprived 
of  his  direct  remedy  against  tJbe  purchaser  for  the  separate  price  of 
his  goods.* 

37.  Recovery  of  Goods  Taken  from  Factor. — As  already  seen  a 
factor  has  only  a  special  or  qualified  property  in  goods  consigned  to 
him,  the  title  thereto  still  remaining  in  the  owner,*  and  consequently 
trespass  by  the  owner  of  goods  consigned  to  a  factor,  who  has  a  lien 
thereon  for  a  balance  due  him  from  the  owner,  will  lie  against  the 
officer  who  attaches  the  goods  as  the  property  of  the  factor,  and  where 
a  factor  sells  personalty  of  his  principal,  and  subsequently  takes  it 
back  at  a  reduced  figure  on  account  of  a  defect,  and  charges  the  same 
to  his  principal,  the  latter  has  sufficient  property  therein  to  maintain 
trespass  against  one  who  takes  it  from^the  factor's  possesion*  So 
one  who  has  delivered  goods  to  a  commission  merchant  for  sale  may 
maintain  trover  against  an  officer  who  seizes  them  upon  a  writ  against 
such  merchant,  and  the  officer  cannot  set  up,  in  bar,  any  lien  for 
expenses  which  the  merchant  may  have  upon  the  goods.' 

38.  Rights  as  to  Property  Improperly  Disposed  ot  by  Factor  Gen- 
erally.— It  is  well  settled  that  the  bare  possession  of  goods  by  one, 
thoueh  he  may  happen  to  be  a  dealer  in  that  class  of  goods,  does 
not  clothe  him  with  power  to  dispose  of  the  goods  as  though  he  wei^ 
owner,  or  as  having  authority  as  agent  to  sell  or  pledge  the  goods, 
to  the  preclusion  of  the  right  of  the  real  owner.  If  he  sells  as  owner 
there  must  he  some  other  indicia  of  property  than  mere  possession, 
and  there  must  be  some  act  or  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  real  owner 
whereby  the  party  selling  is  clothed  with  the  apparent  ownership 
or  authority  to  sell,  and  which  the  real  owner  will  not  he  heard  to 
deny  or  question,  to  the  prejudice  of  an  innocent  third  party  deal- 
ing on  the  faith  of  such  appearance.^  One  who  intrusts  the  posses- 
sion and  control  of  personal  property  to  an  agent,  who  sells  it  without 
authority,  and  without  the  knowledge  of  his  principal,  is  not  estopped 

4.  Roosevelt  v.  Doherty,  129  Mass.  89  la.  434,  56  N.  W.  663,  48  A.  8.  R. 
301,  37  Am.  Rep.  356.  400  and  note;  Levi  v.  Booth,  58  Kd. 

B.  See  supra,  par.  8.  305,  42  Am.  Rep.  332;  Smith  v.  Clews, 

6.  Holly  V.  Huggeford,  8  Pick.  105  N.  Y.  283,  11  N.  E.  632,  69  Am. 
(Mass.)  73, 19  Am.  Dec.  303  and  note.  Rep.  502. 

7.  Jones  v.  Sinclair,  2  N.  H.  319,  9  Note:  3  A.  S.  R.  201. 

Am.  Dec.  75  and  note.  And  see  Bailubnts,  vol.  3,  p.  111  ^ 

5.  Gxlman  linseed  Oil  Co.  v.  Norton,  seq.;  Pbincipal  and  Agkht;  Sales. 
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from  claiming  it  in  the  hands  of  an  innocent  purchaser  without  notice, 
though  the  agent  was  a  dealer  in  property  of  like  character.*  No  title 
passes  to  stolen  property,  and  one  who  receives  it  is  liable  for  con- 
version.'® So  where  a  po^n  obtains  goods  or  the  documents  of  title 
to  goods  from  the  owner,  by  a  fraud,  but  without  any  relation  of 
principal  and  agent  being  constituted  between  them,  he  cannot,  either 
by  the  common  law  or  under  the  factors'  acts,  confer  any  title  upon 
a  purchaser  of  the  goods.''  If,  however,  the  real  owner  of  the  goods 
has  so  acted  as  to  clothe  the  seller  with  apparent  authority  to  sell 
or  pledge,  he  will  be  precluded  from  denying,  as  against  those  who 
may  have  acted  bona  fide  on  the  faith  of  that  apparent  authority, 
that  he  has  given  such  authority,  and  ^e  result  as  to  them  is  the 
same  as  if  he  bad  really  given  it^*  I'he  rights  of  innocent  third 
persons  in  such  cases  do  not  depend  upon  t^e  actual  authority  of 
the  party  with  whom  they  deal  directly,  but  are  derived  from  the 
acts  of  the  real  owner,  which  preclude  him  from  disputing,  as  against 
them,  the  existence  of  the  titie  or  power  which,  through  negligence 
or  mistaken  confidence,  he  caused  or  allowed  to  appear  to  be  vested 
in  the  party  with  whom  the  innocent  third  persons  dealt."  Even 
where  the  relation  of  principal  and  factor  exists,  the  elementary  prin- 
ciple applies  that  an  agent  employed  generally  to  do  any  act  is  author- 
ized to  do  it  only  in  the  usual  way  of  business,  jx\'i  has  no  authority 
to  depart  from  the  usual  matter  of  accomplishing  what  he  is  employed 
to  effect,'*  and  it  is  well  settled  that  whenever  a  factor  has  disposed 
of  goods  in  a  manner  not  within  the  ordinary  and  accustomed  modes 
of  transacting  \he  like  business,  the  principal  may  follow  and  reclaim 
the  property,  and  in  such  case  it  is  wholly  immaterial  whether  the 
person  dealing  with  the  factor  knew  him  to  be  such  or  not."  If  a 
consignee  of  goods,  in  violation  of  the  contract  of  consignment  and 
out  of  the  usual  course  of  business,  transfers  tiie  goods  to  another, 
the  consignor  is  entitled  to  retake  them,  notwithstanding  they  may 
have  been  so  transferred  to  an  innocent  puichaaer  for  vfdue.'*  Per- 

9.  GiliDao  Linseed  Oil  Co.  v.  Norton,  IS.  McCarthy  t.  Crawford,  238  HI. 
89  la.  434,  56  N.  W.  663,  48  A.  S.  R.  38,  86  N.  E.  75(>,  128  A.  S.  R.  95,  29 
400  and  note.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  252.    See  generally  Es- 

10.  Rogers  v.  Huie,  1  Cal.  429,  54  toppel;  Principal  and  Aobnt;  Salrs. 
Am.  Dec.  300;  Schmidt  v.  Simpson,  14.  Upton  t.  Saffolk  Cotmty  Milb, 
204  N.  T.  434,  97  N.  E.  966,  Ann.  Cas.  11  Cush.  (Mass.)  586,  69  Am.  Dee. 
1913C  1288.  163;  Argersinger  v.  MacNaughton,  114 

11.  HolUns  T.  Fowler,  L.  R.  7  H.  L.  N.  Y.  535,  21  N.  E.  1022, 11  A.  S.  R. 
757,  44  L.  J.  Q.  B.  169,  L.  R.  7  Q.  B.  687.  See  genwally  Principal  and 
616,  41  L.  J.  Q.  B.  277,  2  Eng.  Rul.  Aobnt. 

Cas.  409  and  note.  15.  McCarthy  t.  Crawford,  238  Hi. 

12.  Levi  T.  Booth,  68  Md.  305,  42  38,  86  N.  E.  750, 128  A.  S.  R.  95,  29 
Am.  Rep.  332;  Dias  t.  Chickering,  64  L.R.A.(N.S.)  252. 

Md.  348, 1  Atl.  709,  64  Am.  Rep.  770;  16.  Romeo  v.  Martncci,  72  Conn. 

Saltna  v.  Everett,  20  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  604,  45  Atl.  1,  99,  77  A.  S.  R.  327, 

267,  32  Am.  Dec.  541  and  note.  47  L.BJL  601:  Irudo  v.  Andenon,  10 
E.  C.  L.  ToL  XI^O.  786 
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sons  dealing  with  factors  concerning  goods  intrusted  to  them  are 
charged  with  notice  of  ]the  extent  and  limitations  upon  their  powers. 
If  a  transaction  is  brought  in  question  by  the  owner  of  the  goods 
the  hurden  of  proving  the  factor's  authority  is  upon  the  party  deal- 
ing with  him.''  As  already  seen  a  factor  has  no  implied  authority 
to  pledge  the  goods  of  his  principal,'^  and  the  principal  in  the  absence 
of  a  governing  statute  may  sue  in  trover  for  the  value  of  the  prop- 
erty pledged  by  his  factor  without  authority,  and  may  bring  the 
action  against  either  the  factor  or  the  pledgee,'*  and  in  an  action 
against  a  pledgee  he  may  recover  on  tendering  to  the  factor  the 
amount  due,  and  it  is  not  necessary  for  him  to  make  any  tender  to 
the  pledgee  or  to  make  a  demand  for  the  goods.**  On  the  other 
hand  it  is  equally  well  settled  that  the  principal  is  bound  by  the 
acts  of  his  factor  in  the  exercise  of  the  latter's  implied  powers,'  and 
t^at  the  authority  of  factors  to  perform  all  things  usual  in  the  line 
of  their  employment  cannot  be  limited  by  private  instructions  not 
known  to  the  party  dealing  with  them.*  A  consignor  cannot  main- 
tain an  action  of  trover  against  his  consignee's  pledgee  if  he  has  so 
far  parted  with  the  right  of  property  and  of  possession  that  it  is 
vested  in  the  holder  of  a  draft  drawn  by  the  consignor  on  the  con- 
signee, which  the  former  discounted  and  the  latter  accepted,  but 
did  not  pay  at  maturity  • 

39.  Waiving  Tort  and  Suing  in  Assumpsit. — ^In  accordance  with 
the  general  rule  that  where  a  tortfeasor  has  derived  a  benefit  from 
the  conversion  of  personal  property,  the  owner  of  the  property  may 
waive  the  tort  and  proceed  in  assumpsit,^  the  owner  of  goods  may 
maintain  an  action  against  tortious  possessors  thereof  as  consignees 
or  factors,  and  it  is  competent  for  him  to  introduce  evidence  show- 
ing the  manner  in  which  they  became  possessed  of  the  goods,  even 
though  such  proof  should  establish  such  possession  to  have  been 
wrongful.* 

40.  Following  Property  or  Proceeds. — Where  a  principal  can  trace 
his 'goods  into  the  hands  of  a  factor,  he  may  follow  the  identical 
articles  or  their  proceeds,  or  securities  taken  therefor,  as  long  as  they 

can  be  distinguished,  into  the  possession  of  the  factor,  or  of  his  legal 
representatives  or  assignees,*  and  this  right  is  frequently  eKi^rcised 

Mich.  357,  81  Am.  Dec.  795;  Benny  t.  20.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  1293. 

Rhodes,  18  Mo.  147,  59  Am.  Dec.  293;  1.  See  supra,  par.  10  et  seq. 

Barnes  Safe,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Bloch  Bros.  2.  Lobdell  v.  Baker,  1  Mete.  (Mass.) 

Tobacco  Co.,  38  W.  Va.  158,  18  S.  E.  193,  35  Am.  Dec.  358. 

482,  45  A.  S.  R.  846,  22  L.R.A.  850.  3.  De  Wolf  v.  Gardner,  12  Cash. 

17.  Barnes  Safe,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Bloeh  (Mass.)  19,  59  Am.  Dec.  1G5  and  note. 
Tobacco  Co.,  38  W.  Va.  158,  18  S.  E.  4.  See  generally  Assumpsit,  vol.  2, 
482,  45  A.  S.  R.  846,  22  L.R.A.  850.  p.  755  et  seq. 

18.  See  supra,  par.  12.  5.  Lubert  v.  Chanviteau,  3  Cal.  458, 

19.  Notes:  32  Am.  Dec.  556;  Ann.  58  Am.  Dec.  415  and  note. 

Cas.  1913G  1293.   See  supra,  par.  26.     6.  Fahnesto<d^       Bailey,  3  Mete. 
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in  the  case  of  a  factor  becoming  bankrupt,'  or  where  he  has  made 
an  assigiunent  for  the  benefit  of  creditors.^  If  a  factor  deposits  in 
a  bank  to  an  account  by  itself  all  drafts  received  by  him  for  sales, 
the  fact  that  his  deposits  include  his  commissions  is  not  such  a  mix- 
ing of  funds  as  will  prevent  the  principal  from  following  them,' 
and  it  has  even  been  held  that  money  received  by  a  commission 
merchant  for  produce  sent  him  for  sale,  and  deposited  by  him  in 
his  general  account  in  bank,  belongs  to  the  owners  of  the  produce, 
and  cannot  be  applied  by  the  bank  to  the  obligations  of  the  mer- 
chant.*^ Persons  whose  goods  are  sold  by  their  factors,  however, 
have  no  lien  on  the  debt  which  arises  from  the  sale  in  case  the  pro- 
ceeds cannot  be  identified  in  the  factor's  hands,**  and  if  goods  are 
in  a  bankrupt's  possession  under  such  circumstances  as  to  make  him 
appear  the  true  owner,  the  principal  may  lose  the  goods.  So,  if  the 
proceeds  of  goods  have  been  disposed  of  by  the  factor's  legal  repre- 
sentatives or  assignees  in  their  representative  character,  before  notice 
of  the  principal's  claim,  the  right  of  the  latter  to  recover  may  be  lost*' 
Under  a  contract  by  which  goods  are  consigned  to  one  person  to 
sell  for  another  as  agent  upon  commission,  the  consignee  to  guar- 
antee all  sales,  and  to  miake  a  report  at  the  end  of  each  sixty  days 
of  the  amount  of  sales,  and  to  pay  for  the  same,  less  commissions, 
with  his  notes,  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  vest  in  the  consignee.  Upon 
the  sale's  taking  place  the  relation  of  principal  and  agent  ceases, 
and  the  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  arises  as  to  the  proceeds 
thereof,  whether  the  notes  are  executed  or  not.  Hence,  if  the  con- 
signee becomes  insolvent,  the  consignor  cannot  follow  such  proceeds 
as  a  trust  fund,  but  must  proceed  as  a  common  creditor.*'  So  where 
one  undertakes  by  contract  to  act  as  sales  agent  for  another,  for  a 
definite  period  of  time,  and  to  buy  and  pay  for  at  certain  prices 
all  stock  on  hand  at  the  expiration  of  such  period,  it  has  been  held 
that  title  to  the  property  passes  at  such  expiration,  and  a  bankruptcy 

(Ky.)  48,  77  Am.  Dec.  161;  Drovers'  Creditors,  vol.  2,  p.  651  et  seq. 

etc.,  Nat.  Bank  v.  Roller,  85  Md.  495,  9.  Note:  58  Am.  Dec.  170. 

37  Atl.  30,  60  A.  S.  R.  344  and  note,  10.  Boyle    v.    Northwestern  Nat. 

36  L.R.A.  767;  Chesterfield  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Bank,  125  Wia.  498,  103  N.  W.  1123, 

Delrou,  5  Pick.  (Mass.)  7, 16  Am.  Dec.  104  N.  W.  917,  110  A.  S.  a  844,  1 

367;  Vail  v.  Durant,  7  Allen  (Mass.)  L.R.A.(N.S.)  HIO. 

408,  83  Am.  Dec.  695;  Price  v.  Ral-  11.  Ward  v.  Brandt,  11  Mart.  0.  8. 

BtoD,  2  DaU.  (Pa.)  60, 1  U.  S.  <L.  ed.)  (La.)  331,  13  Am.  Dec.  352.  See  also 

289,  1  Am.  Dee.  260.   Bee  generally  Arbackt^  v.  Rirkpatriek,  98  Tenn.  221, 

TmTSts.  39  S.  W.  3,  60  A.  S.  R.  854,  36  LJLA. 

Note:  53  Am.  Dec.  169.  285. 

7.  See  eases  cited  in  preceding  note.  12.  Notes:  58  Am.  Dec,  169;  55 
Note:  68  Am.  Dee.  169.  hM.A.  40,  44,  51. 

And  see  BAimtUProT,  voL  3,  p.  218  13.  Aetna  Powder  Co.  t.  Hilde- 

etseq.;  Trusts.  brand,  137  Ind.  462,  37  N.  £.  136,  46 

8.  See  AssiQNicsirais  tor  Benkiit  or  A.  S.  R.  194  and  note. 
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trustee  of  the  agent  will  be  entitled  to  it  as  against  tlie  daiyns  of  tha 

principal. 

14.  Pulfttt  T.  VlMke,  188  Fed.  200,  UO  C.  a  A.  72,  SO  L.ILA.(N.S.)  82* 
and  Botc 
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V.  Persons  Liable  for  False  Imprisonment 

19.  Officer's  Assistant 

20.  Magistrate  I^uing  Process 

Plaintiff  or  ComplaiiuDg  Witness  in  Proceeding  for  Arrest 

22.  Plaintiff's  Attorney 

23.  Principal's  Liability  for  Acts  of  Agent 

24.  Private,  Municipal  and  Charitable  Corporations 

25.  Partnerships 

VI.  Immunity  of  Judicial  and  Governmental  Officers 

26.  Judges  of  Courts  of  General  Jurisdiction 

27.  Judges  of  Courts  of  Limited  Jurisdiction 

28.  Distinction  between  Judges  of  Superior  and  Inferior  Courts  Disapproved 

29.  Immunity  of  Quasi  Judicial  Officers 

Vn.  Incidents  of  Action  for  False  Imprisonment 

30.  Form  of  Action 
Action  on  Officer's  Bond 

32.  Parties 

33.  Pleading 

34.  Measure  of  Damages 

35.  Special  Elements  Included  in  Compensatory  Damages 

36.  Exemplary  or  Punitive  Damages 

37.  Evidence 

38.  Special  Facts  Provable  in  Mitigation  of  Dami^fes 

39.  Special  Defenses 


I.  Introductory 

1.  Scope  of  Article. — ^Whilo  the  foregoing  title  is  broad  enone;h  to 
cover  every  case  in  which  a  person  is  wrongfully  interfered  with  in 
the  exercise  of  his  right  of  personal  liberty,  whether  that  result  is 
accomplished  under  technically  legal  process  or  by  an  act  that  is 
wholly  illegal,  yet  false  imprisonment  is  more  properly  considered  in 
the  narrower  sense  of  the  civil  and  criminal  responsibility  for  the  act 
so  done.  An  arrest  may  be  wrongful  in  the  sense  that  the  person 
arrested  was  innocent  of  the  charge  or  accusation  against  him,  and 
yet  the  person  who  made  the  arrest  may  incur  no  liability  because 
he  acted  under  legal  process.  The  question  whether,  in  any  case, 
there  was  a  legal  right  to  make  the  arrest  pertains  to  another  subject, 
and  is  treated  accordingly.*  If  it  appears  that  an  arrest  was  on 
process  sued  out  maliciously  and  without  probable  cause,  but  regular 
on  its  face,  so  that  the  officer  incurs  no  liability  in  executing  it,  the 
remedy  of  the  person  injured  is  against  him  who  sued  out  the  process, 
and  this  also  is  appropriately  treated  under  another  title.*  Other 

1.  See  Arrest,  vol.  2,  p.  443.  2.  See  Malicious  Pkosecutioh. 

790 


Digitized  by 


U  K.  C.  U 


FALSE  IMI^SONM£»T 


H  2.3 


matters  related  to  false  imprisonment,  but  treated  elsewhere,  are  the 
right  to  use  force  in  resisting  an  unlawful  arrest,'  the  remedy  by 
habeas  corpus  in  cases  of  unlawful  restraint,*  and  the  validity  and 
effect  of  contracts  made  and  acts  done  under  the  influence  of  personal 
coercion.* 

2.  Definition. — False  imprisonment  is  the  unlawful  restraint  by 
one  person  of  the  physical  liberty  of  another.*  In  this  phrase  the 
word  "false"  seems  to  be  exactly  synonymous  with  "unlawful."  But 
since  any  restraint  by  one  person  of  the  personal  liberty  of  another  is 
unlawful  unless  justified  by  some  valid  authority  or  right,'  and  since 
the  restraint  included  in  this  cause  of  action  must  be  immediate  and 
direct,  instead  of  consequential  and  lemote,  the  title  may  be  more 
exactly  defined  as  "the  direct  restraint  by  one  person  of  the  physical 
liberty  of  another  without  adequate  legal  justification."  In  the  Scota 
law,  Uie  peculiar  phrase  "wrongous  imprisonment"  is  used  instead  0/ 
false  imprisonment* 

3.  Distinctions. — False  imprisonment  is  closely  akin  to  malicious 
prosecution,  abuse  of  process  and  vexatious  suit.  Very  often  a  srugU 
transaction  may  constitute  both  a  false  imprisonment  and  a  maln:ioua 
prosecution,  and  the  plaintiflF  at  the  common  law  might  have  hi» 
election  to  sue  in  trespass  for  false  imprisonment  or  in  case  for  ma-, 
licious  prosecution,  and  in  jurisdictions  where  the  strict  separation  of 
the  forms  of  action  has  be^  abolished,  two  or  more  of  tiie' above 
cases  of  action  may  be  joined  in  the  same  suit.*  Both  courts  and  text- 


3.  See  Arrest,  vol.  2,  p.  474.  B.  Co.,  92  Me.  399,  42  Atl.  800,  69 

4.  See  Habeas  Corpus.  A.  S.  R.  513,  44  L.R.A.  673;  McAIeer 

5.  See  Cbiminal  Law,  vol  8,  p.  126;  v.  Good,  216  Pa.  St.  473,  65  Atl.  934, 
DUBKSS,  vol  8,  p.  723  et  seq.  116  A.  S.  R.  782,  10  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

6.  Rich  V.  Mclneroy,  103  Ala.  345,  303  and  note;  Smith  v.  Clark,  37  Utah 
ir>  So.  663,  49  A.  S.  R.  32  and  note;  116,  106  Pac.  653,  Ann.  Cas.  1912B 
Stomer  v.  People,  26  HI.  70,  76  Am.  1366,  26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  953;  Bergeron 
Dec.  786;  Whitman  v.  Atchison,  etc.,  v.  Peyton,  106  Wis.  377,  82  N,  W.  201, 
R.  Co.,  85  Kan.  150,  116  Pac.  234,  80  A.  S.  R.  33. 

Ann.  Cas.  1912D  722,  34  L.R.A.(N.5.)  8.  Evans  v.  M'Loughlan,  1  Pater. 
1029;  New  York,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Wald-  Sc.  App.  989,  1  Macq.  H.  L.  89,  16 
ron,  116  Md.  441,  82  Atl.  709,  39  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  173. 
LJl.A.(N.S.)  502;  Stephens  v.  Con-  9.  Grimes  v.  Greenblatt,  47  Colo, 
ley,  48  Mont.  352,  138  Pac.  189,  Ann.  495,  107  Pac.  1111,  19  Ann.  Cas.  608; 
Cas.  1915D  958;  Marks  v.  Sullivan,  8  Page  v.  Citizens'  Banking  Co.,  Ill 
Utah  406,  32  Pac.  668,  20  L.R.A.  590;  Ga.  73,  36  S.  E.  418,  78  A.  S.  R.  144, 
Gillingham  t.  Ohio  River  R.  Co.,  35  51  L.RA.  463;  Wood  v.  Graves,  144 
W.  Va.  588,  14  S.  E.  243,  29  A.  8.  R.  Mass.  365,  U  N.  E.  567,  59  Am.  Rep. 
827,  14  L.R.A.  798;  Oelzenleucbter  v.  95;  Haskins  v.  Ralston,  69  Mich.  63, 
Niemeyer,  64  Wis.  316,  25  N.  W.  442,  37  N.  W.  45,  13  A.  S.  R.  376;  Tryon 
34  Am.  Rep.  616.  v.  Pingree,  112  Mich.  338,  70  N.  W. 

Notes:  64  Am.  Dee.  268  ;  67  A.  S.  905,  67  A.  S.  R.  398,  37  UR.A.  222; 
R.  408.  •  Tillman  v.  Beard,  121  Mich.  475,  80 

7.  Floyd  V.  State,  12  Ark.  43,  64  N.  W.  248,  46  LJI.A.  215;  Boeger  v. 
Am.  Dec.  250;  Pahner  v.  Maine  Cent.  Langenberg,  97  Mo.  390,  II  S.  W.  223, 
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writets  have  sometimes  confused  these  causes  of  action,  and  thereby 
fallen  into  error  in  their  statement  of  the  law,  if  not  in  the  practical 
conclusion  reached.*'  In  false  imprisonment,  the  essence  of  the  tort 
eonsists  in  depriving  the  plaintiff  of  his  liberty  without  lawful  justifi- 
tation,  and  tiie  good  or  evil  intention  of  the  defendant  does  not  excuse 
or  create  the  tort.  The  plaintiff's  grievance  is  the  use  against  him  of 
force,  actual  or  threatened.  ConsequenUy,  in  the  common  law  pro- 
cedure, the  action  must  be  brought  in  trespass.**  But  in  the  case  of 
malicious  prosecution  or  abuse  of  process,  the  process  is  valid  and  in 
itself  justifies  the  restraint  or  imprisonment.  To  deprive  the  defend- 
ant of  its  protection  it  is  necessary  to  show  malice,  want  of  probable 
cause  to  institute  the  proceeding,  or  some  oppressive  or  fraudulent 
use  of  the  machinery  of  the  law.  Consequently  the  malice  6r  evil 
intent  is  the  gist  of  the  tort,  the  injury  suffered  by  the  plaintiff  results 
only  indirectly  from  the  wrongful  act,  that  is,  the  evil  intent  of  the 
defendant,  and  the  common  law  action  to  be  used  is  trespass  on  the 
case.**  Of  course  the  common  law  classification  of  the  different  causes 
of  action  has  ceased  to  be  important  in  itself,  but  it  illustrates  the 
entirely  different  legal  nature  of  the  two  classes  of  torts. 

4.  False  Imprisonment  as  a  Crime. — false  imprisonment  neces- 
sarily constitutes  or  includes  a  common  law  assault,  and  may  be  proee- 

10  A.  8.  K.  322;  Smith  v.  Clark,  37  708;  Kramer  v.  Lott,  50  Pa.  St.  495, 

Utah  116,  106  Pac.  653,  Ann.  Cas.  88  Am.  Dec.  556;  Marks  v.  Sullivan, 

1912B  1366,  26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  953.  8  Utah  406,  32  Pac.  668,  20  L.R_A- 

10.  Busteed  v.  Parsons,  54  Ala.  393,  590.  But  as  to  the  occasional  right  to 
25  Am.  Rep.  688;  McClenny  v.  In-  obtain  redress  in  other  forma  of  ao- 
verarity,  80  Kan.  569,  103  Pac.  82,  24  tion,  see  infra,  par.  31,  32. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  301;  Stewart  v.  Cooley,  12.  Rich  v.  Mclnemy,  103  Ala.  345, 
23  Minn.  347,  23  Am.  Rep.  690;  Neall  15  So.  663,  49  A.  S.  R.  32;  Krause  v. 
V.  Hart,  115  Pa.  St.  347,  8  Atl.  628,  Spiegel,  94  Cal.  370,  29  Pac.  707,  28 
2  A.  S.  R.  559;  Bolton  v.  Vellines,  94  A.  S.  R.  137, 15  L.R.A.  707;;  Watson 
Va.  393,  26  S.  E.  847,  64  A.  S.  R.  737.  v.  Watson,  9  Conn.  140,  23  Am.  Dec. 
The  above  eases  seem  to  confuse  false  324;  Roberts  v.  Thomas,  135  Ky.  63, 
imprisonment  with  malicious  prosecn-  121  S.  W.  961,  21  Ann.  Cas.  456  and 
tion  in  their  statement  of  the  law.  In  note;  Savage  v.  Brewer,  16  Pick, 
the  following  cases,  the  frequency  of  (Mass.)  453,  28  Am.  Dec.  255  and 
aneh  confusion  is  pointed  out:  Rich  v.  note;  Haskins  r.  Ralston,  69  Mich. 
Mclnemy,  103  Ala.  346,  15  So.  663,  63,  37  N.  W.  45,  13  A.  S.  R.  376; 
49  A.  S.  R.  32;  Pierson  t.  Oale,  8  Vt.  Breck  t.  Blanchard,  20  N.  H.  323,  51 
569,  30  Am.  Dec.  487.  Am.  Dec.  222  and  note;  Jackson  v. 

Note:  12  Ann.  Cas.  36.  American  Telephone,  etc.,  Co.,  139  N. 

11.  Crumpton  v.  Newman,  12  Ala.  C.  347,  51  S.  B.  1015,  70  LJI.A.  738; 
199,  46  Am.  Dec.  251;  Colter  v.  Lower,  Bamett  t.  Reed,  51  Pa.  St.  190,  88 
35  Ind.  285,  9  Am.  Rep.  735;  Southern  Am.  Dec.  574;  Gelzenlenefater  Nie- 
B.  Co.  T.  Shirley,  121  Ky.  863,  90  S.  meyer,  64  Wis.  316,  25  N.  W.  442,  34 
W.  597,  12  Ann.  Cas.  33  and  note;  Am.  Dee.  616. 

Allison  T.  Rheam,  3  Serg.  &  B.  (Pa.)      Not«:  67  ^.  S.  R.  408. 

139,  8  Am.  Dee.  644;  Maher  t.  Ash-     And  see  Malicious  PnosBOOXioir. 

mead,  30  Pa.  St.  344,  72  Am.  Dee. 
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euted  as  such.^*  In  some  jurisdictions,  by  statute,  false  imprison- 
ment has  been  specially  made  a  crime.  The  definition  of  this  crime 
is  the  same  as  &at  already  given,  and  the  general  principles  already 
stated  as  applicable  in  the  civil  action  also  apply  in  criminal  proceed- 
ings,** except  as  the  criminal  prosecution  is  affected  by  the  general 
laws  of  criminal  jurisprudence,  such  as  the  requirement  of  proof 
beyond  a  reasonable  doubt,  and  the  protection  of  the  accused  from 
being  required  to  give  testimony  against  himself.  There  must,  also, 
be  the  criminal  intent,  so  that  if  an  officer  makes  an  arrest  for  mis- 
demeanor, and  it  turns  out  that  no  crime  had  been  committed,  his 
good  faith  in  the  performance  of  official  duty  is  a  defense  to  a  crim- 
inal prosecution,  though  it  would  not  be  to  a  civil  action^" 

n.  Elements  op  Actionablb  Wrong 

5.  Restraint  of  Person. — ^In  order  to  constitute  a  case  of  false 
.imprisonment  it  is  essentiait  that  there  should  be  some  direct  restraint 
of  the  person ;  but  to  constitute  "imprisonment,"  in  the  sense  in  which 
the  word  is  here  used,  it  is  not  necessaiy  that  there  should  be  confine- 
ment in  a  jail  or  prison.  Any  exercise  of  force,  or  express  or  implied 
threat  of  force,  by  which  in  fact  the  other  person  is  deprived  of  his 
liberty,  compelled  to  remain  where  he  does  not  wish  to  remain,  or  to  go 
where  he  does  not  wish  to  go,  is  an  imprisonment.^*  So,  if  an  officer 
tells  a  person  that  he  is  under  arrest,  and  he  thereupon  submits  him- 
self to  the  officer,  going  with  him  and  obeying  his  orders,  such  person 
is  deprived  of  his  liberty,  and  if  the  act  of  the  officer  is  unlawful  this 
is  a  false  imprisonment.^'  While  actual  force  is  not  necessary,  it  is 
generally  held  essential  that  the  conduct  of  the  person  complained  of 
must  show  that  force  will  be  used  to  detain  the  plaintiff,  if  necessary, 
or  that  the  person  detaining  him  does  so  by  some  legal  authority.*^ 

13.  Com.  T.  Cheney,  141  Mass.  102,  Beeker,  102  Ud.  250,  62  Atl.  526, 
6  N.  E.  724,  55  Am.  Rep.  448.  Ill  A.  S.  B.  356,  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  221; 

14.  Floyd  V.  State,  12  Ark.  43,  54  Kroeger  v.  Passmore,  36  Mont.  504, 
Am.  Dec.  250;  Slomer  v.  People,  25  93  pac.  805,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  988; 
111.  70,  76  Am.  Dec  786;  Kroeger  v.  Cook' v.  Highland  Hospital,  168  N.  0. 
Passmore,  36  Mont  504,  93  Pse.  805,  250,  84  S.  E.  352,  L.R^.1915D  611 

o««  ^-3  note. 

Kote:  64  Am.  Dec.  269.  Notes:  54  Am.  Dec.  259;  67  A.  S. 

15.  Com.  V.  Cheney,  1^  Mass.  102,  t>  AnoAin 

«  N.  E.  724,  55  Am.  Rep.  448.  17  rT™!"!  .  n^^A  1  w.„^  m  v  ^ 

16.  Fotherineham  v.  Adams  Express  li  ^f^^'  ^^'J'^ 
Co.,  36  Fed.  262, 1  L.R.A.  474;  ^loyd  ^10,  19  Am.  Dec  480  »nd  note;  Has- 

T.  ^Ut^  12  Ark.  43,  64  Am.  Dec.  2«»;  T;7°"°^'.^^  ^J.^K^' 

Whitman  v.  Atchison,  ete.,  R.  Co.,  85  P^c.  ^6;  Martm  v.  Houck.  141  N.  C. 

Kan.  160,  116  Pac  234,  Ann.  Cas.  317,  54  S.  E.  291,  7  LJl.A.(N.S.) 

1912D  722  and  note,  34  Ii.R.A.(N.S.)  676  and  note;  Goodell  v.  Tower,  77 

1029:  Croasett  T.  CampbeU,  122  La,  Vt.  61,  58  Atl.  790,  107  A.  S.  R.  745. 

659,  48  So.  141,  129  A.  S.  R.  362,  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  730. 

20  LILA.(N.S.)  967;  Bemheimer  t.  18.  Whitman  t.  Atehiatm,  etc,  B. 
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The  eseential  thing  is  the  restraint  of  the  person.  This  may  be  caused 
by  threats^  as  well  as  by  actual  force;  and  the  threats  may  be  by  con- 
duct or  by  words.  If  the  words  or  conduct  are  such  as  to  induce  a 
reasonable  apprehension  of  force,  and  the  means  of  coercion  are  at 
hand,  a  person  may  be  as  effectually  restrained  and  deprived  of  liberty 
as  by  prison  bars.^*  While  some  cases  appear  to  lend  countenance  to 
the  view  that  a  partial  interference  with  one's  liberty,  such  as  an 
obstruction  of  passage,  does  not  amount  to  false  imprisonment,  the 
conclusion  arrived  at  would  seem  to  be  based  more  properly  on  the 
ground  that  such  interference  does  not  amount  to  a  restraint  in  the 
sense  of  an  imprisonment  The  true  test  seems  to  be,  not  the  extent 
of  the  restraint  (where  the  interference  amounts  to  a  restraint),  but 
the  lawfulness  thereof.** 

6.  Malice. — Malice  is  not  an  essential  element  of  false  imprison- 
ment,^ and  its  existence  or  non-existence  is  immaterial,  except  to 
increase  or  mitigate  the  damages;*  and  «ven  the  defendant's  good 
faith  and  benevolent  intentions  will  not  relieve  him  from  liability.' 
So  the  defendant's  knowledge  or  his  ignorance  of  the  invalidity  of  the 
supposed  justification  is  immaterial  exc^t  as  affecting  the  damt^es, 
or  sometimes  to  make  one  who  bad  a  guilty  knowledge  or  intention 
liable  as  a  co-defendant  with  the  one  who  actually  committed  the 
tortious  act^  And  if  it  appears  that  the  defendant  acted  by  virtue  of 
valid  legal  process,  which  was  legally  served,  the  action  cannot  be 
maintained,  however  evil  his  motives  may  have  been.*  False  im- 
prisonment exists  when  one  who  is  in  control  of  a  vessel  at  anchor, 
within  practical  rowing  distance  from  the  shore,  and  who  has  agreed 
that  a  guest  on  board  shall  be  free  to  leave,  there  being  no  means  to 
leave  except  by  rowboats,  wrongfully  refuses  the  guest  the  use  of  a 

Co.,  86  Kan.  150,  116  Pac.  234,  Ann.  v.  Thomas,  235  Ky.  63,  121  S.  W. 

Cas.  1912D  722,  34  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1029.  961,  21  Ann.  Cas.  456  and  note;  Wach- 

19.  Hebrew  v.  Pulis,  73  N.  J.  L.  621,  smuth  v.  Merchants  Nat.  Bank,  96 
64  Atl.  121,  118  A.  S.  R.  716  and  Mich.  426,  56  N.  W.  9,  21L.R.A.  278; 
aote,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  580.  Kroeger  v.  Passmore,  36  Mont.  504,  93 

20.  Note:  20  L.R.A.(N.S.)  968.  Pac.  805,  14  L.R,A.(N.S.)  988:  Mali 

1.  Gates  v.  Bullock,  136  Ala.  537,  v.  Lord,  39  N.  T.  381,  100  Am.  Dec. 
33  So.  835,  96  A.  S.  R.  38;  Colter  448. 

V.  Lower,  35  Ind.  285,  9  Am.  Rep.     Note:  54  Am.  Dec.  259. 
735;  Boc^r  v.  lingenberg,  97  Mo.      And  see  infra,  par.  38. 
390,  11  S.  W.  223,  10  A.  S.  R.  322.       3.  Gallon  v.  House  of  Oood  Shep- 
Notes:  49  A.  S.  R.  41;  21  Ann.  hwd,  158  Mich.  36L  122  N.  W.  631, 
Cas.  459.  133  A.  S.  B.  387,  24  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

2.  Nelson  v.  Kellogg,  162  Cal.  621,  286. 

123  Pac.  1115,  Ann.  Caa.  1913D  759;  4.  See  infra,  par.  19-22. 

Rogers  v.  Toliver,  139  Ga.  281,  77  S.  6.  Page  v.  Citizens*  Banking  Cto,,  111 

E.  28,  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  1017,  45  Ga.  73,  36  S.  E.  418,  78  A.  8.  R.  144, 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  64  and  note;  Southern  51  L.R.A.  463;  Tryon  v.  Pingree.  112 

R.  Co.  V.  Shirley,  121  Ky.  863,  90  Mich.  338,  70  N.  W,  906,  67  A.  S.  R. 

8.  W.  697,  12  Ann.  Caa.  33;  Roberto  398,  37  LJt-A.  222. 
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boat.*  But  it  has  been  held  that  where  a  miner  in  the  course  of  -his 
employment  descends  a  coal  mine,  from  which  in  the  regular  order 
hft  is  entitled  to  be  raised  at  the  conclusion  of  his  shift,  and  oo  his 
arrival  at  the  bottom  of  the  mine  he  refuses  to  do  certain  work  to 
wHicb  he  is  assigned  and  requests  at  once  to  be  taken  to  the  surface 
in  a  lift,  which  is  the  only  means  of  egress  from  the  mine,  the  refusal 
of  his  employers  to  permit  him  to  use  the  lift  until  the  time  that  it  is 
regularly  available,  in  consequence  of  which  he  is  detained  in  the 
mine  against  his  will  for  twenty  minutes,  will  not  give  him  an  action 
for  false  imprisonment  against  his  employers  on  the  principle  of 
volenti  non  fit  injuria.' 

III.  Justification  by  Leg  ax  Pbogbss 

7.  Defendant's  Status  as  Public  Officer. — By  far  the  most  numer- 
ous class  of  actions  for  false  imprisonment  is  that  of  suits  against 
sheriffs  or  other  officers  of  the  law,  and  the  most  frequent  justification 
requiring  to  be  considered  by  the  courts  is  that  the  defendant  was 
acting  in  obedience  to  legal  process  which  it  was  his  duty  to  obey.  This 
defense  will  first  be  considered  from  the  standpoint  of  the  officer,  who 
actually  exerted  the  force  or  restraint  complained  of.  The  liability 
of  the  magistrate,  of  the  plaintiff  or  complainant,  and  of  the  officer's 
assistants,  will  be  discussed  later.*  Of  course  one  who  defends  on  the 
ground  that  he  acted  as  a  public  officer  serving  legal  process  must 
diow  that  he  was  in  fact  such  officer.  ■  While  it  may  be  sufficient  that 
he  was  a  de  facto  officer,  who  had  acted  and  been  recognized  as  such, 
it  certainly  is  not  sufficient  for  him  to  show  merely  that  he  assumed 
to  act  as  an  officer  in  exerting  the  force  or  imposing  the  restraint 
which  he  seeks  to  justify.* 

8.  General  Requisites  of  Process. — The  general  rule  is  that  an 
officer,  to  justify  an  arrest  or  other  detention,  must  show  that  the  acts 
were  done  in  the  lawful  execution  of  process  issued  from  a  court  or 
magistcate  having  jurisdiction,  or  at  least  having  apparent  jurisdic- 
tion, to  issue  it,  and  that  no  irregularity  or  illegality  was  apparent 
on  the  face  of  the  process.**  An  arrest  under  a  warrant  valid  in  form, 
issued  by  a  competent  authority  on  a  sufficient  complaint,  is  not  false 

6.  Whittaker  v.  Sanford,  UO  Me.  viUe,  34  Ark.  105,  36  Am.  Rep,  1; 
77,  85  All,  399,  Ann.  Gas.  1914B  Slomer  t.  People,  25  III.  70,  76  Am. 
1202  and  note.  Dec.  786;   Tryoo  v.   Pingree,  112 

7.  Herd  v.  Weardale  Steel,  etc,,  Co.  Mich.  338,  70  N.  W.  905,  67  A.  S.  R. 
[1915]  A.  C.  (Eng.)  67,  Ann.  Cas.  398,  37  L.R.A.  222;  Brown  v.  Had- 
1915C  818  and  note.  nm,  182  Mich.  491,  148  N.  W.  693, 

8.  See  infra,  par.  19  et  seq.  L.R A.ldl6B  505  and  note ;  Savaeool 

9.  Short  v.  Symmes,  150  Masa.  298,  v,  Boughton,  5  Wend.  (N.  T.)  170l 
23  N.  E.  42,  16  A.  S.  R.  204.  21  Am.  Dec.  181  and  note. 

10.  Floyd  V.  State,  12  Ark.  43,  54     Note:  61  L,RJL  193-22S. 
Am.  Deo.'  250:  Trammell  v.  Rnasell- 
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imprisonment.^^  Legal  process  includes  an  execution  issued  oo  » 
judgment  of  which  payment  has  in  fact  been  made,  but  not  made  to 
the  officer  or  endorsed  on  the  execution.^*  But  the  officer,  like  all 
other  persons,  is  presumed  to  know  the  law,  or  held  liable  as  if  he 
did  know  it,  and  if  the  process  on  which  he  relies  is  irregular  and 
illegal  on  its  face,  he  cannot  justify  under  it." 

9.  Jurisdiction  to  Issue  Process. — The  question  whether  want  of 
jurisdiction  in  the  court  by  which  process  is  issued  will  impose  liabilil^ 
on  the  officer  executing  it  has  occasioned  some  perplexity  with  a  cor- 
responding divergence  of  judicial  opinion,  but  at  the  present  time  it 
is  fairly  agreed  that  if  the  court  did  not  have  jurisdiction  of  the 
subject  matter,  then  its  process  is  void  and  affords  no  protection  to 
the  officer  executing  it^^  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  court  had  apparent 
jurisdiction,  that  is,  if  it  had  general  jurisdiction  of  the  subject  matter, 
and  the  process  is  fair  on  its  face,  the  officer  incurs  no  liability  in 
executing  such  process  though  the  court  did  not  have  jurisdiction  of 
the  person  of  the  defendant.**  Accordingly,  if  a  warrant  of  arrest 
recites  facta  which  do  not  constitute  an  offense,  an  officer  cannot  be 
held  liable  for  false  imprisonment  in  taking  the  defendant  into 


11.  Waters  v.  Winn,  142  Ga.  138,  Note:  21  Am.  Dec  191,  192. 

82  S.  E.  537,  L.RJL.1915A  601.   See  15.  Erskine  v.  Hohnbach,  14  WaU. 

also  Arbbst,  vol.  2,  p.  485.  €13,  20  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  745;  McDonald 

12.  TwitcheU  v.  Shaw.  10  Cush.  v.  Wilkie,  13  111.  22,  54  Am.  Dec.  423 ; 
(Mass.)  46,  57  Am.  Dec.  80;  Bamett  State  v.  McNally,  34  Me.  210,.56  Am. 
V.  Reed,  51  Pa.  St.  190,  88  Am.  Dec.  Dec.  650;  NoweU  v.  Tripp,  61  Me. 
574;  Pierson  v.  Gale,  8  Vt.  509,  30  426,  14  Am.  Rep.  572;  Winchester  t. 
Am.  Dec.  487.  Everett,  80  Me.  535,  15  Atl.  596,  6 

13.  MitcheU  v.  State,  12  Ark.  50,  A.  S.  R.  228,  1  L.R.A.  425;  Rush  v. 
54  Am.  Dec.  253  and  note;  Grumon  Buckley,  100  Me.  322,  61  Atl.  774,  4 
V.  Raymond,  1  Conn.  40,  6  Am.  Dee.  Ann.  Cas.  318,  70  L.R.A.  464;  Sand- 
200;  Gumey  v.  Tufts,  37  Me.  130,  58  ford  v.  Nichols,  13  Mass.  286,  7  Am. 
Am.  Dec.  777;  Tellefsen  v.  Fee,  168  Dec.  151;  Clarke  v.  May,  2  Gray 
Mass.  188,  46  N.  E.  562,  60  A.  S.  R.  (Mass.)  410,  61  Am.  Dec.  470;  Emery 
379,  45  L.R.A.  481;  State  v.  Weed,  21  v.  Hapgood,  7  Gray  (Mass.)  55,  66 
N.  H.  262,  53  Am.  Dec.  188;  McLen-  Am.  Dec.  459;  Brooks  v.  Mangen,  86 
don  V.  State,  92  Tenn.  520,  22  S.  W.  Mich.  576,  49  N.  W.  633,  24  A.  S.  R. 
200,  21  L.R.A.  738;  Goodell  v.  Tower,  137;  State  v.  Weed,  21  N.  H.  262,  53 
77  Vt.  61,  58  Atl.  790,  107  A.  S.  R.  Am.  Doc.  188;  Keniston  v.  Little,  30 
745;  Gelzenleuchter  v.  Niemeyer,  64  N.  H.  318,  64  Am.  Dec.  297  and  note; 
Wis.  316,  25  N.  W.  442,  34  Am.  Rep.  Savaeool  v.  Boughton,  5  Wend.  (N. 
616.  Y.)  170,  21  Am.  Dec.  181  and  note; 

As  to  the  maxim  that  ignorance  of  Rogers  v.  Mnlliner,  6  Wend.  (N.  Y.) 

law  excuses  no  onc^  see  Evidence,  597,  22  Am.  Dec.  546 ;  Chapman  v. 

vol.  10,  p.  873.  Dyett,  11  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  31,  25  Am. 

14.  Dynes  v.  Hoover,  20  How.  65,  Dec.  598  and  note ;  Parker  t.  Walrod, 
15  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  838;  Rush  v.  Buck-  16  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  514,  30  Am.  Dec. 
ley,  100  Me.  322,  61  Atl.  774,  4  Ann.  124  and  note;  Allison  v,  Rheam,  3 
Cas.  318,  70  L.R.A.  464;  Savaeool  v.  Serg.  &  R.  (Pa.)  139,  8  Am.  Dec  644; 
V.  Boughton,  5  Wend.  (N.  T.)  170,  21  Whaley  v.  Lawton,  62  S.  C.  91,  40  S. 
Am.  Dee.  181  and  note.  E.  128,  56  I«.R»A.  649;  Cabell  v.  Am- 
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custody,^*  an4  the  same  is  true  as  to  a  warrant  issued  in  a  proceeding 
under  an  unconstitutional  statute,^'  though  there  an  earlier  authorities 
to  the  effect  that  process  does  not  protect  the  officer  whg-e  the  pro- 
ceeding is  under  a  void  statute.'^  Process  from  a  de  facto  court  or 
officer  is  a  sufficient  protection  to  the  officer  who  executes  it,  as  in 
the  case  of  a  warrant  from  a  de  facto  justice  of  the  peace,  or  a  warrant 
to  a  tax  collector  from  de  facto  trustees.^*  But  it  was  held  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  that  a  court  created  by  the  Con- 
federate congress  during  the  civil  war  "was  a  nullity  and  cotild 
exercise  no  rightful  jurisdiction,"  and  that  its  process  was  therefore 
no  protection  to  an  officer.  This  decision  may  well  be  attributed  to 
the  excessive  political  spirit  of  the  time.** 

10.  Officer's  Personal  Koowledge  of  Irregularities.— Suppose  that 
the  power  to  issue  the  process  depended  on  the  existence  of  certain 
facts,  and  that  the  officer  had  personal  knowledge  that  the  facts  did 
not  exist;  must  he  then  refuse  obedience  to  his  process?  If  the 
requisite  facts  are  found  by  the  court  and  'recited  in  the  process,  to 
answer  this  question  in  the  affirmative  would  be  to  require  him  to 
review  and  question  the  decision  of  the  court  whose  minister  he  is. 
It  has  accordingly  been  held  in  certain  cases  that  he  had  neither  the 
duty  nor  the  right  to  assert  his  own  belief  or  supposed  knowledge 
in  opposition  to  the  action  of  the  court,  and  that  therefore  his  personal 
knowledge  does  not  affect  his  right  to  plead  the  process  as  a  defense; ' 
and  this  seems  logically  sound;  but  other  courts  have  held  that  he  is 
not  protected  by  a  process  if  he  had  personal  knowledge  of  facts 
showing  its  irregularity.*  If  his  knowledge  be  simply  of  a  defense 
to  the  action,  or  of  the  falsity  of  plaintiff's  claim,  such  knowledge  in 
no  way  affects  his  duty  to  serve  the  process  or  his  right  to  defend  his 
action  by  it ; '  and  if  his  knowledge  is  not  such  as  to  challenge  the 
legality  of  the  process  when  issued,  but  is  of  subsequent  facts  making 
it  illegal  to  serve  it,  as  if  one  of  the  parties  had  died  after  the  issuing 

old,  86  Tex.  102,  23  S.  W.  646,  22  Note:  64  Am.  Dee.  53. 

L.R.A.  87;  Sprague  v.  Birchard,  1  19.  Note :  21  Am.  Dec.  195. 

Wis.  457,  60  Am.  Dec.  393.  20.  Hickman  t.  Jones,  9  Wall.  197, 

16.  Whaley  t.  Lawton,  62  S.  C.  91,  19  TJ.  S.  (L.  ed.)  551. 

40  S.  E.  128,  56  h^R-A.  649.  1.  Watson  v.  Watson,  9  Conn.  140, 

For  an  earlier  ease  taking  the  op-  23  Am.  Dee.  324;  Marks  t.  Sullivan,  8 

posite  view,  see  Crompton  v.  Newman,  Utah  406,  32  Pao.  668, 20  L.R.A.  590. 

12  Ala.  199, 46  Am.  Dec.  251.  2.  McDonald  v.  Wilkie,  13  Bl.  22, 

17.  State  v.  McNally,  34  Me.  210,  56  64  Am.  Dec.  423;  Telle£sen  v.  Fee, 
Am.  Dec.  650;  Brooks  v.  Mangan,  86  168  Mass.  188,  46  N.  E.  562,  60  A.  S. 
Hich.  576,  49  N.  W.  633,  24  A.  S.  R.  R.  379,  45-LJt.A.  481. 

137;  Wh^ey  v.  Lawton,  62  S.  C.  91,     Note:  21  Am.  Dec  201-204. 

40  S.  E.  128,  56  L.R.A.  649.  S.  State  v.  Weed,  21  N.  H.  262,  53 

18.  Snmner  v.  Beeler,  50  Ind.  341,  Am.  Deo.  188. 

19  Am.  Rep.  718;  Barling  v.  West,  29     Note:  76  Am.  Dee.  789. 
Wis.  307,  9  Am.  Rep.  576. 
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of  the  process  or  before  its  service,  or  an  execution  bad  been  paid  to 
the  personal  knowledge  of  the  ofiQcer,  but  the  payment  did  not  appear 
on  the  execution,  there  can  be  no  question  that  the  officer's  justification 
would  fail.*  But  where  payment  was  not  made  to  the  officer,  and  the 
plaintiff  does  not  notify  him  that  the  judgment  was  paid,  his  execu- 
tion is  held  a  justification,  though  the  debtor  exhibits  his  receipt  and 
offers  a  witness  to  prove  the  statement*  The  rule  that  an  officer  is 
justified  by  his  process,  not  void  on  its  face,  is  one  of  protection  only ; 
and  although  the  officer  may  execute  such  process,  yet,  if  it  is  in  fact 
void  for  want  of  jurisdiction  in  the  court  or  officer  issuing  it,  he  may 
refuse  to  execute  it,  and  no  action  will  lie  against  him  foT  such  refusal.* 
11.  Failure  to  Hake  Legal  Service  and  Return  of  Process. — To 
protect  himself  by  virtue  of  the  legal  process  in  obedience  to  which 
he  has  imprisoned  or  restrained  the  plaintiff,  the  officer  must  prove 
that  he  acted  in  strict  compliance  with  the  law.  If  he  fails  to  do  so, 
the  defense  afforded  him  by  his  process  whnlly  fails,  and  he  is  said 
to  have  been  a  trespasser  ab  initio.'  One  such  case  of  frequent  occur- 
rence is  the  failure  of  the  officer  to  bring  his  prisoner  before  the  court 
to  which  his  process  was  returnable,*  or  to  make  the  regular  written 
return  to  the  court  of  the  fact  of  service.'  The  breach  of  his  duty  in 
eitlier  of  these  respects  makes  the  process  of  no  avail  to  him  as  a 
defense.  And  he  is  guilty  of  false  imprisonment  if  he  treats  his 
prisoner  with  unnecessary  severity  or  cruelty,  as  by  putting  him  in 
irons  without  reasonable  necessity,*'  wantonly  or  unnecessarily  beat- 
ing him,**  humiliating  a  woman  prisoner  by  compelling  her  to  strip 
for  the  purpose  of  searching  her,**  or  detaining  the  prisoner  for  an 
unreasonable  time  before  giving  him  an  opportunity  to  give  bail  or 
otherwise  procure  his  release,**  and,  a  fortiori,  if  he  uses  or  permits 


4.  Breck  v.  Blanehard,  20  N.  H.  323,  Vt.  110,  62  Atl.  11,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
51  Am.  Dec.  222.  461. 

5.  Twitchell   V,    Shaw,   10   Cosh.     Note:  61  L.Rj1.  201. 

(Mass.)  46,  57  Am.  Dec.  80.  10.  Firestone  v.  Rice,  71  Mich.  377, 

6.  Newburg  v.  Munshower,  29  Ohio  38  N.  W.  885,  15  A.  S.  R.  266;  Mc- 
St.  617,  23  Am.  Rep.  769.  CuIIough  v.  Greenfield,  133  Mich.  463, 

7.  Brock  V.  Stimson,  108  Maes.  520,  96  N.  W.  532,  1  Ann.  Uas.  924,  62 
11  Am.  Rep.  390;  Breck  v.  Blanehard,  L.R.A.  906;  Diers  v.  Mallon,  46  Neb. 
20  N.  H.  323,  51  Am.  Dec.  222;  Leger  121,  64  N.  W.  722,  50  A.  S.  R.  598. 
V.  Warren,  62  Ohio  St.  500,  57  N.  E.  11.  Stoehr  v.  Payne,  132  La.  213,  61 
506,  78  A.  S.  R.  738,  51  L.R.A.  193  So.  206,  44  L.R.A.(N.S.)  604. 

and  note;  Gibson  v.  Holmes,  78  Vt.     12.  Hebrew  v.  Pulls,  73  N.  J.  L.  621, 
110,  62  Atl.  11,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  451.     64  AU.  121, 118  A.  S.  R.  716,  7  LR.A. 
Note:  21  Am.  Dec.  208.  .  (N.S.)  580; 

8.  Tabbs  v.  Takey,  3  Cusb.  (Mass.)  13.  Blocker  v.  Claik,  126  Ga.  484,  54 
438,  50  Am.  Dec.  744.  And  see  infra,  S.  E.  1022,  8  Ann.  Cas.  31,  7  L.R.A. 
par.  15.  (N.S.)  268;  Atchison,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v. 

9.  Slomer  v.  People,  25  HI.  70,  76  Hinedell,  76  Kan.  74.  90  Pae.  800,  U 
Am.  Rep.  786;  Gibson  v.  Hohoes,  78  Ann.  Cas.  981,  12  LILA.(N.S.)  94; 
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the  complainant  to  use  the  imprisonment  a&  a  means  of  extorting 
money  or  other  things  from  the  prisoneTf  or  unwarrantably  to  intimi- 
date or  oppress  him.** 

12.  Arresting  Wrong  Person.— It  is  absolutely  essential  to  the 
validity  of  a  warrant  that  the  person  to  be  arrested  should  be  identified 
by  the  terms  of  the  warrant.  The  usual  method  of  identifying  such 
person  is  by  the  insertion  of  his  name  in  the  warrant.  It  is  not, 
however,  indispensable  that  his  name  should  appear  therein,  for  a 
warrant  may  be  valid  although  it  does  not  contain  the  name  of  the 
person  whose  arrest  is  directed.  But  if  the  warrant  does  not  contain 
the  name,  it  must  contain  sufficient  data  to  identify  the  person  to  be 
arrested  thereunder.  This  may  be  done  by  stating  his  occupation,  his 
personal  appearance,  peculiarities,  place  of  residence,  or  other  means 
of  identification.  When,  however,  the  warrant  contains  the  name  of 
the  person,  the  officer  executing  it  must  rely  on  the  name  alone,  and 
cannot  justify  the  arrest  of  a  person  whose  name  is  other  than  that 
appearing  in  the  warrant,  even  though  he  is  the  one  intended.**  So 

Keefe  v.  Hart,  213  Mass.  476,  100  N.  is  released,  he  cannot  afterward  sut 
E.  558,  Ann,  Cas.  1914A  716  and  note;  the  officer  for  false  imprisonment. .  The 
Leger  v.  Warren,  62  Ohio  St.  500,  57  soandnesa  of  this  decision  seems  open 
N.  E.  506,  78  A.  S.  R.  738,  51  L.R.A.  to  question. 

193  and  note;  Evans  v.  M'I>oughlan,  1  "When  he  receives  his  process,  his 
Pater.  Sc.  App.  989,  1  Maeq.  H.  L.  duty  is  plain  and  easily  ■  understood, 
89,  15  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  173  and  uoie.      and  he  must  be  held  to  its  discharge 

Note:  13  Ann.  Cas.  984.  fairly  and  in  good  faith.    He  has  no 

Where  there  is  conflict  of  testimony  right  to  control  the  process;  he  must 
as  to  the  length  of  time  that  the  plain-  execute  it  as  required  by  the  law,  and 
tiff  was  imprisoned,  or  as  to  the  justi-  has  oo  power  to  release  a  prisoner  thus 
fying  circumstaoce?,  the  reasonable-  apprehended, -nor  can  he  use  the  pro- 
ness  of  the  delay  is  a  question  of  fact  cess  to  extort  money  from  the  accused, 
for  the  jury ;  but  if  there  is  no  dispute  or  make  the  writ  a  means  of  compeltiog 
as  to  the  facts,  the  question  should  be  him  to  submit  to  terms  imposed  by  the 
decided  by  the  court  as  one  of  law.  prosecutor,  and  when  he  does  he  vio- 
Diers  v.  Mallon,  46  Neb.  121,  64  N.  lates  bis  duty,  betrays  bis  trust,  out- 
W.  722,  50  A.  S.  R.  598.  rages  public  justice,  and  richly  merits 

14.  McCIenny  v.  Inveraritv,  80  Kan.  punishment."  Slomer  v.  People,  25 
569,  103  Pac.  82,  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  301;  111.  70,  76  Am.  Dee.  786.  And  see 
Wood  V.  Graves,  144  Mass.  365,  11  N.  Abuse  op  Process,  vol.  1,  p.  101. 
E.  567,  59  Am.  Rep.  95;  Holley  v.  15.  West  v.  Cabell,  153  U.  S.  78,  14 
Mix,  3  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  350,  20  Am.  Dec.  S.  Ct.  752,  38  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  643;  Com. 
702;  Burk  v.  Howley,  179  Pa.  St  539,  v.  Crotty,  10  AUen  (Mass.)  403,  87 
36  Atl.  327,  67  A.  S.  R.  607.  Am.  Dec.  669;  Gelzenleuchter  v.  Nie- 

It  was  held  in  Twilley  v.  Perkins,  77  meyer,  64  Wis.  316,  25  N.  W.  442,  64 
Md.  252,  26  Atl.  286,  39  A.  S.  R.  408,  Am.  Rep.  616. 

19  L.R.A.  632,  that,  although  it  is  il-  Notes:  21  Am.  Dec.  208;  44  Am. 
legal  for  the  officer  to  give  bis  prisoner  Dec.  291;  51  L.R.A.  221;  8  Ann.  Cas. 
the  alternative  of  going  to  jail  or  of  35. 

paying  to  bim  the  amount  of  the  usual  Bat  see  Trull  v.  Howard,  10  Cush. 
fine,  yet  if  tbe  prisoner  offers  to  pay  (Mass.)  109,  57  Am.  Dec.  82,  holding 
and  does  pay  saeh  fine  whereupon  he  that  where  a  debtor  was  sued  on  bis 
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the  PI0C6BS  is  no  defense  to  an  officer  if  it  means  the  person  intended  to 
be  arrested,  and  the  officer  arrests  a  different  person,'*  bat  his  honest 

mistake  may  reduce  the  damages  to  be  assessed  against  him  to  the 
actual  damage  suffered  by  the  plaintiff.^'  If  the  person  named  in 
the  warrant  is  arrested,  the  officer  is  justified,  thou^  by  mistake  the 
wrong  name  was  inserted ;  and  where  it  appeared  that  there  were  two 
persons  of  the  same  name,  the  officer  was  held  not  liable  for  arresting 
one  of  them  in  good  faith,  under  a  warrant  which  contained  his  name, 
though  the  other  was  the  guilty  peison  and  the  one  intended  to  be 
charged." 

13.  Exemption  from  Arrest  as  Affecting  Liability. — ^The  fact  that 
the  plaintiff  was  exempt  from  arrest  by  virtue  of  his  privilege  as  a 
witness  returning  from  court,  does  not  make  the  officer  arresting  him 
liable  for  false  imprisonment  His  only  remedy  is  to  apply  to  the 
court  before  which  he  is  brought  for  his  discharge,  or  to  bring  habeas 
corpus  proceedings  before  some  other  proper  court^*  But  where  the 
exemption  from  arrest  is  a  personal  one,  and  such  as  must  have  been 
known  by  the  officer,  as  if  the  person  arrested  on  civil  process  were 
a  woman,  and  by  law  women  were  exempt  from  arrest  on  civil  process, 
the  officer  has  been  held  liable.** 

IV.  JUSTIFICATIOK  OTHKB  THAN  BT  LbGAL  PROCESS 

14.  Arrest  without  Wuranti — ^At  common  law  a  peace  officer  may 
lawfully  arrest  without  a  warrant  one  whom  he  has  reasonable 
grounds  to  suspect  of  having  committed  a  felony,  or  one  who  is  com- 
mitting a  breach  of  the  peace  in  his  presence;  and,  in  many  of  the 

debt  by  ft  wrong  name  and  the  pro-  17.  Notes:  61  L.RA.  219,  220;  8 
cess  was  served  on  him,  and  he  neither  Ann.  Cas.  3i6.  And  see  infra,  par.  34 
pleaded  in  abatement  nor  defended  on  et  seq. 

the  merits,  but  suffered  judgment  to  go     18.  Blocker  v.  Claxk,  126  Ga.  481, 54 
against  him,  he  so  far  waived  the  error  S.  E.  1022,  8  Ann.  Cas.  31,  7  L.R.A. 
that  he  could  not  sue  for  false  im-  (N.S.)  268. 
prisonment  by  an  arrest  on  an  execu-     Note:  51  LJI.A.  219. 
tion  which  follows  the  judgment.  19.  Carie  v.  Delesdemiert  13  Me. 

16.  Notes:  61  LJtJl.  219;  8  Ann.  363,  29  Am.  Deo.  608;  Smith  t.  Jones, 


But  the  supreme  eonrt  of  Michigan,  Winchester  v.  Ever^t,  80  Me.  535,  15 

acknowledging  that  there  were  author-  Atl.  696,  6  A.  S.  R.  228, 1  L.R.A.  425; 

ities  for  the  rule  stated  in  the  text,  Allison  t.  Rheam,  3  Serg.  ft  R.  (Pa.) 

dissented  therefrom,  and  held  that  the  137,  8  Am.  Dee.  644.  See  also  Thomp- 

good  faith  of  the  officer,  and  his  rea-  son^s  Case,  122  Mass.  428, 23  Am.  Rep. 

sonable  care  in  ascertaining  the  iden-  370;  Person  v.  Orier,  66  N.  Y.  124,  23 

tity  of  the  person  arrested  with  the  Am.  Rep.  35. 

one  named  in  the  warrant,  were  the  As  to  privilege  from  arrest  general- 
test  of  his  liabilitr.    Filer  v.  Smith,  ly,  see  Arrest,  vol.  2,  p.  479. 
96  Mich.  347,  55  N.  W.  099,  35  A.  S.  20.  Neh^n  t.  KeUogg,  162  Cal.  621, 


Gas.  34. 


76   Me.   138,   49   Am.   Rep.  589; 


B.  603. 
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states,  this  right  has  been  extended  to  other  cases  by  statnte.*  But 
since  in  such  a  case  the  person  to  be  arrested  is  not  specifically  indi- 
cated by  a  written  warrant,  and  the  officer  must  necessarily  act  on  his 
own  reasonable  judgment  and  often  in  haste  to  prevent  the  escape  of 
the  criminal,  he  is  protected  if  he  acts  in  good  faith  and  on  reasonable 
grounds  of  suspicion,  though  the  pereon  arrested  proves  not  to  have 
been  the  felon,'  or  no  felony  was  in  fact  committed.*  The  right  to 
arrest  without  a  warrant  may  also  extend  to  a  private  person  when 
it  is  necessary  to  stop  a  breach  of  the  peace  or  to  prevent  the  escape 
of  a  felon,*  but  in  order  to  avoid  liability  for  false  imprisonment, 
such  private  person  must  prove  that  a  felony  had  in  fact  been  com- 
mitted, and  that  he  had  reasonable  ground  to  suppose  the  person 
arrested  to  be  the  felon,*  or  else  that  the  plaintiff  was  committing  a 
breach  of  the  peace  within  his  view.* 

15.  Proof  of  Justification. — ^Whenever,  in  an  action  for  false  im- 
prisonment, the  defendant  seeks  to  justify  on  the  ground  that  he  law- 
fully arrested  the  plaintiff  without  a  warrant,  he  has  the  burden  of 
proving  every  fact  essential  to  the  existence  of  the  right.^  Whether 
an  officer  is  justified  in  making  an  arrest  without  a  warrant,  but  on 
information  that  a  warrant  is  out  for  a  person  charged  with  crime 
whose  photograph  the  officer  has,  and  between  this  photograph  and 
the  person  arrested  be  sees  a  resemblance,  must  depend  on  whether  the 
resemblance  is  so  striking  as  to  be  convincing  to  a  man  of  ordinary 
prudence  and  good  judgment,  and  this  question  should  be  submitted  to 
the  jury  for  its  determination.^  The  duty  of  the  one  making  si.ch  an 

1.  See  Arrkst,  vol.  2,  p.  446  et  aeq.  Wend.  (N.  T.)  350,  20  Am.  Dec.  702; 
See  also,  Koickerboeker  Steamboat  Co.  Mali  v.  Lord,  39  N.  Y.  381,  100  Am. 
T.  Cusack,  172  Fed.  358,  97  C.  C.  A.  Dec.  448;  Martin  v.  Houek,  141  N.  C. 
66, 19  Ann.  Cas.  968;  Southern  R.  Co.  317,  54  S.  E.  291,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  576. 
T.  Shirley,  121  Ky.  863,  90  S.  W.  597,  Notes:  44  Am.  Dec  293  ;  55  Am.  Dec 
12  Ann.  Cas.  33;  Brewer  v.  Wynne,  104;  67  A.  S.  R.  420;  3i  LJKJl. 
163  N.  C.  319,  79  S.  E.  629,  Ann.  Cas.  (N.S.)  1182. 

1915B  319.  In  Broekway  v.  Crawford,  48  N.  C. 

2.  Diers  t.  Mallon,  46  Neb.  121,  64  433,  67  Am.  Dec.  250,  the  coart  states 
N.  W.  722,  50  A.  S.  R.  598:  Brockway  the  right  of  a  private  person  to  arrest 
V.  Crawford,  48  N.  C.  433,  67  Am.  Dec  without  warrajit  in  the  same  terms  as 
250;  Eanes  v.  State,  6  Hampb.  (Tenn.)  that  of  an  officer;  but  a  felony  had  in 
63,  44  Am.  Dec.  289  and  note.  fact  been  committed  in  that  case. 

3.  Nelson  v.  Halvorson,  117  Minn.  6.  Palmer  t.  Maine  Cent.  R.  Co.,  92 
255, 133  N.  W.  818,  Ann.  Cas.  1913D  Me.  399,  42  Atl.  800,  69  A.  S.  R.  513, 
104.  44  L.R.A.  673;  Baltimore,  etc,  R.  Co. 

Notes:  44  Am.  Deo.  292;  8  LJt.A.  t.  Cain,  81  Md.  87,  31  AtL  801,  28 

632.  LJI.A.  688, 

4.  See  Abbbst,  vol.  2,  p.  449.  7.  See  EvmBNCB,  vol.  10,  p.  898  et 
6.  Doering  v.  State,  49  Ind.  56,  19  seq. 

Am.  Rep.  669;  Maliniemi  v.  Gronland,  8.  Filer  t.  Smith,  96  Mieh.  347,  55 

02  Mich.  222,  52  N.  W.  627,  31  A.  S.  N.  W.  999,  35  A.  S.  R.  603. 
676  and  nots;  Holley  V.  Mix,  3 
B.  C  L.  Vol.  XI.— 61.  801 


Digitized  by 


FALSE  IMPRISONMENT 


n  R.  C.  I* 


arrest  to  bring  the  prisoner  before  a  proper  magistrate  or  prosecuting 
officer  that  proceedings  for  the  trial  of  the  prisoner  may  be  instituted 
and  that  he  may  have  an  opportunity  to  give  bail  or  otherwise  procure 
his  release,  is  even  more  imperative  than  if  a  warrant  had  been*iaaued 
before  arrest;  and  if  the  prisoner  is  released  without  being  brought 
before  such  magistrate,  the  officer  or  private  person  who  made  the 
arrest  becomes  a  trespasser  ab  initio.*  But  the  prisoner  may  waive 
this  right,  and  if  he  is  released  without  being  brought  before  a  magis- 
b'ate  at  his  own  request  or  with  his  consent,  he  cannot  afterward 
attack  the  validity  of  the  arrest  for  this  cause.*® 

16.  Arrest  by  Military  Authority. — The  defenses  thus  far  con- 
fudered  have  been  those  resting  on  ordinary  legal  process,  civil  or 
criminal,  or  on  the  right  to  arrest  in  advance  of,  and  as  preliminary 
to,  the  issue  of  such  process.  But  the  powers  of  the  executive  and 
tegislative  branches  of  the  government,  as  well  as  those  of  the  judicial 
branch,  may  sometimes  extend  to  the  detaining,  restraining  or  im- 
prisoning of  persons  who  resist  or  obstruct  their  acta.  For  instance, 
if  the  military  or  naval  officers  of  the  government  arrest  or  imprison 
persons  in  the  due  discharge  of  tiieir  military  duties,  or  in  obedience 
to  the  lawful  orders  of  the  President  or  a  superior  officer,  they  are 
not  liable  to  suit  therefor;  though  if  an  officer  acts  wantonly  and 
oppressively  in  executing  such  order,  and  by  untrue  and  malicious 
statements  induces  his  superiors  to  continue  the  imprisonment  unnec- 
essarily apd  unjustly,  his  justification  will  fail.'*   This  justification 

9.  Brock  V.  Stimson,  108  Mass.  520,  10.  Keefe  v.  Hart,  213  Mass.  476, 
11  Am.  Rep.  390;  Kroeger  v.  Pass-  100  N.  E.  658,  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  716 

more,  36  Mont.  504,  93  Pac.  805,  14  and  note. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  988;  Leger  v.  Warren,     11.  Dynes  v.  Hoover,  20  How.  65, 

62  Ohio  St.  500,  57  N.  E.  506,  78  A.  15  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  838. 

S.  R.  738,  51  L.R.A.  193  and  note.      Note:  54  Am.  Dec.  262. 

And  see  supra,  par.  11.  Any  soldier  has  the  right,  in  time  of 

But  in  Atchison,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Hins-  war,  to  arrest  a  belligerent  engaged  in 
dell,  76  Kan.  74,  90  Pac.  800,  13  Ann.  acts  of  hostility  toward  the  govern- 
Cas.  981  and  note,  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  ment,  and  lodge  him  in  the  nearest  nuU- 
.94,  it  is  held  in  an  opinion  having  tary  prison,  and  to  use  such  force  as 
much  force  of  argument,  that  if  an  may  be  necessary  for  that  purpose, 
arrest  was  properly  made  upon  reason-  even  to  the  extent  of  killing.  This  is 
able  grounds  of  suspicion,  and  before  the  law  of  war.  Johnson  v.  Jones,  44 
there  had  been  unreasonable  delay  in  III.  142,  92  Am.  Deo.  159.  See  also 
bringing  the  prisoner  before  a  magis-  Druecker  v.  Salomon,  21  Wis.  621,  94 
trate  his  innocence  was  ascertained.  Am.  Dec.  571,  in  which  the  governor  of 
the  officer  should  release  his  prison-  Wisconsin  was  held  not  liable  for  using 
er  at  once,  and  does  not  thereby  be-  the  militia  of  the  state  to  suppress  re- 
come  a  wrongdoer.  sistanee  to  the  draft  ordered  by  Presi- 

The  conflict  between  these  two  lines  dent  Lincoln  and  authorized  by  Act  of 
of  authorities  can  probably  be  recon-  Congress. 

eiled  in  most  cases  by  the  doctrine  of     12.  Beckwitfa  v.  Bean,  98  U.  S.  266, 
waiver  mentioned  in  the  next  sentence  25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  124. 
of  the  text. 
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has  been  held  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  to  extend  to 
the  acts  of  a  foreign  military  officer,  committed  in  the  conduct  of  a 
revolutionary  campaign  in  his  own  country,  at  least  where  the  revolu- 
tion finally  succeeded  and  was  recognized  by  the  United  States.** 
But  the  courts  of  the  United  States  refused  to  recognize  the  Confederate 
government  as  a  legitimate  source  of  governmental  authority  which 
would  operate  as  a  defense;  accordingly  a  Confederate  officer  who  in 
the  discharge  of  his  military  duties  imprisoned  a  citizen,  was  held 
liable  for  false  imprisonment,**  and  so  was  a  judge  of  a  district  court 
of  the  Confederate  states,  under  whose  warrant  a  prisoner  was  held 
for  a  time  in  confinement  on  a  charge  of  treason  in  aiding  the  army 
of  the  United  States  against  the  Confederate  cause,  as  well  as  the 
officers  who  executed  the  warrant."  A  militia  officer  of  a  stale, 
when  not  in  actual  military  service,  has  no  right  to  imprison  by  his 
mere  arbitrary  command  a  member  of  his  company  for  disobedience 
to  his  orders,  but  must  proceed  in  accordance  with  the  military  code 
of  the  state.**  And  where  a  state  constitution  provide  that  the  mili- 
tary shall  at  all  times  and  in  all  cases  be  in  strict  subordination  to  the 
civil  powera,  a  member  of  the  militia  in  active  service  to  preserve  the 
peace  is  not  justified  in  obeying  the  order  of  his  superior  officer  to 
make  an  arrest  which  would  be  in  excess  of  the  power  whiph  might 
be  exercised  by  a  peace  officer  of  the  state.*'  The  civil  war  raised 
many  questions  as  to  the  power  of  the  President  and  of  military 
officers,  summarily  to  order  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  persons 
not  in  the  military  service,  whose  utterances  or  acts  were  hostile  to 
the  government.  Naturally  the  decisions  of  the  courts  were  conflict- 
ing, and  affected  by  the  intense  political  feeling  of  the  time;  but  it 
was  established  that  while  in  the  parts  of  the  country  where  war  was 
in  progress  the  law  of  war  gave  supreme  and  arbitrary  power  to  the 
President  and  his  military  commanders  as  against  those  opposing  the 
government,  and  while  of  course  military  law  governed  those  in  the 
military 'service,  yet  in  the  parts  of  the  country  which  remained  loyal 
to  the  national  government  and  where  the  ci^  courts  remained  open 
and  unobstructed,  even  the  President  had  no  arbitrary  and  unre- 
strained power  of  imprisonment  of  persons  in  civil  life,  who  were 
opposing  the  government  by  their  speech  and  infiuence,  and  giving 
moral  aid  to  the  Confederate  cause,  but  were  not  engaged  in  actual 
insurrection  or  forcible  opposition  to  the  government,  but  that  such 

15.  Underbill  v.  Hernandez,  168  U.  19  0.  S.  (L.  ed.)  551. 

S.  250,  18  S.  Ct.  83,  42  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)      16.  Nixon  v.  Reeves,  65  Wvm.  159, 
456,  65  Fed.  577,  26  U.  S.  App.  573,  67  N.  W.  989,  33  L.R.A.  506. 
;JB  C.  C.'A.  51,  38  L.R.A.  405.  17.  Franks  v.  Smith,  142  Ky.  232, 

14.  Caperton  v.  Martin,  4  W.  Va.  134  S.  W.  484,  Ann.  Cas.  1812D  319, 
138,  6  Am.  Rep.  270.  URJl.  1916A  1141  and  note. 

16.  Hickman  v.  Jones,  9  Wall.  197, 
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pei^ons  must  be  legally  prosecuted  under  the  criminal  laws  which  had 
been  passed  by  Congress.*' 

17.  Arrest  by  LegislatiTe  Authority.— The  legislative  department 
of  the  government  has  powers  and  privileges  that  it  may,  in  case  of 
necessity,  enforce  by  the  imprisonment  of  thwe  who  resist  and  obstruct 
them.  Thus  Congress  or  a  state  legislature  may  punish  its  members 
for  disorderly  conduct,  or  enforce  their  attendance  on  its  session,  by 
arrest  or  imprisonment;  *•  and  may  compel  the  testimony  of  a  witness 
in  an  investigation  which  it  is  conducting  in  aid  of  its  legislative 
powers."*  But  if  Congress  orders  an  investigation  into  closed  business 
transactions  in  which  the  government  is  interested  only  as  a  creditor 
of  one  of  the  parties,  this  is  outside  the  field  of  its  legislative  ppwer,  and 
its  order  that  a  witness  be  imprisoned  for  contempt  in  refusing  to 
testify  is  no  protection  to  the  sergeant-at-arms  who  carried  its  order 
into  efifect* 

18.  Personal  or  Property  Rights  as  Authorizing  Arrest— Restraint 

or  imprisonment  of  one  person  by  another  may  also  be  Justified  by 
those  absolute  and  relative  personal  rights  which  are  in  constant  exer- 
cise but  rarely  come  before  the  courts  for  their  consideration.  Thus 
the  control  and  proper  discipline  of  a  child  by  its  parents  may  often 
justify  acts  which,  as  between  adult  persons  sui  juris,  would  be  false 
imprisonment;*  the  quasi -pa  rental  authority  of  the  school  teacher 
may  also  justify  a  brief  and  reasonable  detention  of  the  scholar,  if 
inflicted  in  good  faith  and  not  maliciously.*  The  ancient  common 
law  recognized  the  right  of  the  husband  to  imprison  or  restrain  his 
wife  to  protect  his  marital  rights,  and  to  prevent  her  misbehavior, 
but  this  doctrine  has  now  become  obsolete.*  The  light  of  the  persons 
having  the  care  of  one  who  becomes  insane  to  restrain  or  even  confine 
him,  until  the  process  provided  by  law  for  the  ascertainment  of  his 

18.  Ex  parte  Milligan,  4  Wall.  2, 18  rights  is  natural  in  itself,  and  is  farther 
TJ.  S.  (L.  ed.)  281;  Johnson  v.  Jones,  explained  by  the  settled  doctrine  timt 
44  III.  142,  92  Am.  Dee.  159.  a  minor  child  cannot  maintain  a  civil 

19.  Kilboum  v.  Thompson,  103  U.  action  against  its  father  for  a  tort  to 
S.  ]G8,  26  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  377.  the  person.    Hewlett  v.  George,  G8 

20.  In  re  Chapman,  106  U.  S.  C61,  Miss.  703,  9  So.  885,  13  L.R.A.  682; 
17  S.  Ct.  677,  41  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1154;  Roller  v.  Roller,  37  Wash.  242,  79  Pac 
In  re  Giinn,  50  Kan.  155,  32  Pac.  470,  788,  107  A.  S.  R.  803,  3  Ann.  Cas.  1, 
fliS,  19  L.R.A.  519;  Bumbam  v.  Mor-  68  L.R.A.  893. 

rissey,  14  Gray  (Mass.)  226,  74  Am.  As  to  tlie  rights  of  parental  control 
Dec.  676;  People  v.  Keeler,  99  N.  Y.  generally,  see  Parent  and  Child.  See 
463,  2  N.  E.  615,  52  Am.  Rep.  49;  Ex  also  Assault  and  Battkrt,  vol.  2,  p. 
parte  Parker,  74  S.  C.  466,  55  S.  K.  541. 

122,  114  A.  S.  R.  1011,  7  Ann.  Cas.  3.  Fortich  v.  Micbener,  111  Ind.  472, 
874.  11  N.  E.  605, 14  N.  E.  68,  60  Am.  Rep. 

1.  Kilboum  v.  Thompson,  103  U.  S.  709.  See  also  Assault  and'Battebt, 
168,  26  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  377.  vol.  2,  p.  540;  Schools. 

2.  The  absence  of  adjudications  in  4.  See  generally.  Husband  and 
regard  to  the  exercise  of  such  parental  Wife. 
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eonditioii  and  his  proper  confinement  can  be  put  into  operation,  rests 
on  grounds  of  evident  necessity,  which  the  courta  have  had  little 
occasion  to  define.*  It  is  evident,  too,  that  the  right  of  defense  uf  one's 
person  and  property  may  sometimes  require  and  justify  the  restraint 
of  any  person  who  seeks  to  interfere  with  and  injure  them.  Thus 
where  an  officer  had  attached  the  desk  and  small  library  of  a  lawyer, 
which  was  located  in  a  broker's  office,  kept  possession  of  the  office  for 
a  great  part  of  the  day,  and  refused  to  remove  the  goods  or  to  leave 
the  office  at  night,  it  was  held  that  the  broker  was  justified  in  locking 
him  in  during  the  night.*  The  managers  of  a  baseball  ground,  or 
even  one  who  volunteers  to  assist  the  players  without  express  authority, 
may  lawfully  seize  a  man  who  has  gotten  into  the  grounds  without 
paying  the  admission  fee,  with  the  purpose  of  ejecting  him  from  the 
grounds  if  he  still  refuses  to  pay.'  The  employees  in  charge  of  a 
railroad  train  may  forcibly  remove  from  the  ordinary  cars  a  passenger 
who  is  disorderly  and  annoying  the  other  passengers,  and  place  him 
in  the  baggage  car  to  be  carried  to  his  destination.^  The  officers  of  a 
steamboat,  whrae  practice  it  is  to  take  up  ti(^et8  as  the  passengers  go 
ashore,  may  detain  for  a  reasonable  time  for  the  purpose  of  investiga- 
tion a  person  who  has  no  ticket,  and  who  claims  to  have  had  one  and 
lost  it*  But  the  managers  of  a  theater,  who  arrest  a  patron  to  compel 
him  to  give  up  to  them  prepay  of  some  unknown  person,  which  he 
found  in  the  theater,  are  liable  to  him  for  false  imprisonment;  since 
the  finder  has  title  to  lost  property  superior  to  that  of  the  owner  of 
tiie  premises,  and  subordinate  only  to  that  of  the  true  owner.^* 


19.  Officer's  Assistants — ^In  considering  the  frequent  cases  where 
tiie  alleged  false  imprisonment  occurred  in  the  course  of  civil  or 

criminal  proceedings,  the  justification  that  may  be  made  by  tJbe 
officer  who  served  the  process,  and  therefore  directiy  exerted  the  force 
complained  of,  has  already  been  discussed.  But  other  persons  may 
be  so  related  to  the  proceeding  as  instigators  or  participdnts  therein 
as  to  be  liable  jointly  with  the  officer,  or  sometimes  even  to  be  liable 
when  the  officer  is  excused  by  his  official  duty  and  by  the  apparent 
regularity  of  the  process  in  his  hands.  The  person  most  nearly  related 
to  the  officer  to  whom  the  process  is  directed,  or  within  whose  duty  it 

6.  See  Look  v.  Dean,  108  Mass.  116,  8.  SnlliTan  v.  Old  Colony  R.  Co., 

U  Am.  Rep.  323.  148  Mass.  119,  18  N.  E.  678, 1  L.R.A. 

Note:  54  Am.  Dec.  261.  513.   See  Carriebs,  vol.  5,  p.  122. 

6.  Williams  V.  Powellf  101  Mass.  467,  9.  Standish  v.  Narragansett  Steam- 
3  Am.  Rep.  396.  ship  Co.,  Ill  Mass.  512,  15  Am.  Rep. 

7.  Crossett  v.  Campbell, 'l22  La.  659,  66. 

48  So.  141, 129  A.  S.  R.  362,  20  LJI.A.  10.  Hoagland  v.  Forest  Park  High- 
(N.S.)  967.    See  also  AsSAUi/r  and  lands  Amusement  Co.,  ],70  Mo.  335,  70 
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falls  to  make  the  arrest,  is  his  assistant,  whetlier  a  regular  deputy 
or  fellow  ofHcer,  or  a  citizen  on  whom  he  may  call  for  special  aid  in 
a  particular  case.  It  has  been  held  in  some  cases  that  one  acting  by 
the  officer's  direction  and  command  is  protected  no  farther  than  the 
officer  himself,  and  that  if  the  process  proves  to  have  been  irregular, 
or  the  arrest  made  by  the  officer  to  have  been  unauthorized,  the  assist- 
ant is  liable  jointly  with  the  officer  for  the  injury  done  to  the  plain- 
tiff." And  it  has  even  been  held  that  if  an  officer,  attempting  to  serve 
a  process,  is  resisted,  and  calls  on  a  bystander  for  help,  such  assistant 
is  liable  in  tort  if  the  officer's  action  proves  to  have  been  unsupported 
by  his  process.*'  If,  however,  the  arrest  was  legal  when  made,  but 
the  officer  subsequently  becomes  a  trespasser  ab  initio  by  his  abuse 
of  the  prisoner,  or  his  failure  to  bring  him  before  a  proper  magistrate, 
one  who  assisted  in  making  the  arrest,  but  who  had  no  part  in  the 
subsequent  breach  of  duty,  is  not  liable.^*  But  where  certain  subor- 
dinate police  officers,  acting  under  the  orders  of  the  chief  of  police, 
arrested  the  plaintiff  and  delivered  him  to  other  policemen,  and  these 
policemen  held  him  in  unreasonable  confinement  without  bringing 
him  before  a  magistrate,  all  were  held  guilty  of  false  imprisonment.** 
The  strict  rule  works  very  harshly  on  one  who  is  called  on  by  an 
officer  for  assistance.  It  is  hardly  reasonable  to  require  him  to  investi- 
gate the  validity  of  the  officer's  process,  or  the  sufficiency  of  the  infor- 
mation on  which  he  is  acting,  and  a  later  and  more  convincing  line 
of  cases  holds  that  one  who  is  summoned  to  assist  an  officer  of  the 
law,  and  who  acts  in  good  faith  under  his  direction,  and  without 
knowledge  of  any  irregularity,  will  be  protected  from  personal  liabil- 
ity though  die  officer's  own  defense  may  fail.**  But  if  the  officer's 
act  be  manifestly  illegal,  as  if  he  breaks  open  the  door  of  a  dwelling 
house  to  i^rve  civil  process,  any  person  assisting  him  has  imputed 
knowledge  of  the  illegality,  and  shares  the  officer's  liability;**  iuid 
another  instance  of  liability  thus  incurred  is  where  a  person  assists  a 

11.  iritebeU  T.  State,  12  Ark.  60,  54  38  N.  W.  885,  15  A.  S.  R.  266;  Ho- 
Am.  Dec.  263  and  note;  Goodell  v.  Mahan  v.  Green,  34  Vt  69,  80  Am. 
Tower,  77  Vt.  61,  58  Atl.  790,  107  A.  Dee.  665.  See  also  Reed  t.  Ricb,  2 
S.  R.  745;  Odizenleuchter  v.  Niemeyer,  J.  J.  Marsh.  (Ky.)  44,  19  Am.  Dee. 
64  Wis.  316, 25  N.  W.  442, 34  Am.  Rep.  122. 

616.  Notes:  21  Am.  Dee.  200  ;  61  Am. 

12.  Elder  v.  Morrison,  10  Wend.  Dec.  154;  67  A.  S.  R.  421;  8  L.RA.. 
(N.  T.)  128,  25  Am.  Dec.  548.  529. 

18.  Dehm  v.  Hinman,  66  Conn.  320,  A  justice  in  whose  custody  a  prison- 

15  Atl.  741, 1  LJI.A.  374,  er  was  left  during  the  necessary  delay 

14.  Leger  v.  Warren,  62  Ohio  St.  in  arranging  for  a  trial  has  the  right 

500,  67  N.  E.  509,  78  A.  S.  R.  738,  51  to  lestram  snch  prisoner  from  leaving 

L.R  Jl.  193.   Contra,  Bath  v.  Metcalf,  the  office.  Myers  v.  Dnno,  126  Ky.  548, 

145  Mass.  274,  14  N.  E.  133,  1  A.  S.  104  8.  W.  352,  13  L.R.A.(N.S.)  881. 

B.  455.  16.  Hooker  v.  Smith,  19  Vt.  151,  47 

16.  Firestone  r.  Rice,  71  Mich.  377,  Am.  Dec.  679. 
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policeman  who  is  attempting  to  act  beyond  the  city  limits.^^  The 
stricter  rule  also  imposes  liability  on  other  officers,  who  take  the  pris- 
oner into  their  custody  after  his  arrest,  if  the  arrest  proves  to  have 
been  unlawful,  although  the  second  group  of  officers  acted  regularly 
in  the  discbarge  of  their  ofHcial  duty.^^  The  jailor  also  who  holds  a 
prisoner  under  a  mittimus  from  a  court  having  no  jurisdiction  to 
issue  it  is  liable,. and  so  is  the  prison  contractor  who  received  the  bene- 
fit of  the  prisoner's  labor.** 

20.  Magistrate  Issuing  Process. — If  process  is  issued  by  a  magis* 
trate  not  having  jurisdiction,  or  when  the  facts  on  which  it  is  based 
do  not  justify  its  issuance,  or  if  the  proceedings  to  procure  the  process 
had  been  so  irregular  as  to  render  it  illegal,  it  is  evident  that  the 
primary  faxilt  rests  with  the  magistrate  by  whom,  or  by  whose  orders, 
the  process  wgs  issued.  But,  since  a  magistrate  is  usually  a  judicial 
officer  and  within  the  special  rules  of  immunity  which  protect  judicial 
officers  from  personal  liability  for  erroneous  decisions,  his  liability 
is  treated  separately.'**  The  clerk,  however,  is  a  ministerial  and  not 
a  judicial  officer,  and  if  he  issues  an  execution  not  justified  by  the 
record  before  him,  and  not  misled  by  erroneous  orders  of  tJie  court, 
but  by  his  own  clerical  error,  as  if  he  issues  an  execution  after  the 
judgment  had  been  satisfied  and  that  satisfaction  entered  of  record 
in  his  office,  he  is  liable  for  the  arrest  of  the  judgment  debtor  under 
the  erroneous  execution.*  And  it  has  been  held  that  selectmen  or 
assessors,  in  assessing  a  tax  and  issuing  a  warrant  to  the  tax  collector 
for  its  collection,  are  acting  in  a  ministerial,  and  not  in  a  judicial 
eapacity,  and  therefore  are  liable  for  the  imprisonment  of  one  named 
in  the  warrant,  but  who  was  not  legally  subject  to  the  taxes.*  But  if 
the  mayor  of  a  city  is  given  power  by  the  charter  to  issue  warrants  and 
try  persons  accused  of  violating  the  dty  ordinances,  he  is  within  the 
doctrine  of  judicial  immunity.' 

21.  Plaintiff  or  Complaining  Witness  in  Proceeding  for  Arrest— 
The  question  of  the  liability  of  the  person  at  whose  instance  or  on 
whose  complaint  an  arrest  is  made,  is  one  which  presents  persuasive 
arguments  on  either  side,  and  the  decisions  of  the  courts  are  not  har- 
monious. On  the  one  hand,  he  is  regarded  as,  in  a  broad  sense,  the 
principal  for  whom  the  attorney,  magistrate  and  officer  act,  and  there- 
fore responsible  for  any  damage  that  may  result  from  an  illegal  arrest 

17.  Martin  v.  Houck,  141  N.  C.  317,      Note:  67  A.  S.  R.  424. 

54  S.  E.  291,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  576.  20.  See  infra,  par.  26  et  seq. 

18.  Cook  V.  Hastings,  150  Mich.  1.  Pierson  v.  Gale,  8  Vt.  509, 30  Am. 
289,  U4  N.  W.  71.  13  Ann.  Csa.  194  Dee.  487. 

and  note,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1123  and  2.  Henry  v.  Sargeant,  13  N,  H.  321, 

note.    Contra,  Bath  v.  Metcalf,  145  40  Am.  Dec.  146. 

Mass.  274,  14  N.  E.  133,  1  A.  S.  R.  3.  Trammell  v.  Russellville,  34  Ark. 


19.  Patterson  t.  Prior,  18  Ind.  440,  117  N.  C.  265,  23  S.  E.  436,  30  Lit^ 


455. 


105,  36  Am.  Rep.  1;  Scott  v.  Fishblate, 


81  Am.  Dee.  367. 


696. 
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or  detention.  This  view,  sliengthened  by  the  fact  that  the  magistratd 
may  often  be  protected  by  the  doctrine  of  judicial  immunity,  and  the 
o6Qcer  by  the  apparent  regularity  of  his  process,  has  led  some  courts 
to  affirm  in  broad  terms  the  liability  of  a  person  who  institutes  a 
proceeding  for  any  false  imprisonment  which  may  occur  in  its  course.* 
On  the  other  hand,  since  such  person  is  usually  a  layman,  not  familiar 
with,  and  not  pretending  to  determine,  the  legal  procedure  to  be 
taken,  it  has  been  said  to  be  imjust  to  hold  him  guilty  of  any  tort,  if 
he  merely  makes  to  a  magistrate  an  honest  statement  of  the  fficts  as 
he  claims  them  to  be,  and  leaves  it  to  the  officers  of  the  law  to  take 
such  action  as  they  deem  proper ;  and  under  such  circumstances  many 
courts  have  held  him  not  liable  *  It  is  held  in  some  cases  that  the 
process  is  a  protection  for  the  party,  as  well  as  for  the  officer,  though 
it  be  irregular  or  erroneous,  until  it  has  been  set  aside.*  If  the  error  or 
irregularity  which  invalidated  the  arrest  was  occasioned  by  the  plain- 
tifTs  attorney,  the  case  is  stronger  against  the  plaintiff,  because  be- 
tween him  and  his  attorney  there  exists  the  relation  of  principal  and 
agent.^  Regardless,  however,  of  the  foregoing  theories  of  liability,  a 
person  who  institutes  or  instigates  a  proceeding  for  the  arrest  of  another 
may,  by  his  acts  or  conduct,  render  himself  liable  for  false  imprison- 
ment, as  where,  through  his  act  or  fault,  the  warrant  of  arrest  is  void ;  • 


4.  Cmmpton  v,  Newman,  12  Ala. 
198,  46  Am.  Dec.  251;  Floyd  v.  State, 
12  Ark.  43,  54  Am.  Dec.  250;  Fkumoto 
V.  Marsh,  130  Cal.  66,  62  Pac.  303, 
509,  80  A.  S.  R.  73;  Allen  v.  Ruland, 
79  Conn.  405,  65  Atl.  138, 118  A.  S.  R. 
146,  8  Ann.  Cas.  344;  Bissell  v.  Gold, 
1  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  210,  19  Am.  Dec. 
480  and  note;  Haskins  v.  Young,  19 
N.  C.  527,  31  Am.  Dec.  426;  Allison 
V.  Rheam,  3  Serg.  &  R.  (Pa.)  139,  8 
Am.  Dec.  644;  McAIeer  v.  Good,  216 
Pa.  St.  473,  65  AU.  934,  116  A.  S.  R. 
782,  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  303;  Goodell  v. 
Tower,  77  Vt.  61,  58  Atl.  790,  107  A. 
S.  R.  745. 

Note:  54  Am.  Dec.  264-266. 

5.  Rush  V.  Bnckley,  100  Me.  322,  61 
At!.  774,  4  Ann.  Cas.  318,  70  L.R.A. 
464;  Barker  v.  Stetson,  7  Gray  (Mass.) 
53,  66  Am.  Dec.  457;  Tillman  v.  Beard, 
121  Micb.  475,  80  N.  W.  248,  46  L.R.A. 
215 ;  Shinglemeyer  v.  Wright,  124 
Mich  230,  82  N.  W.  887,  50  L.R.A. 
129;  Giflford  v.  Wiggins,  50  Minn.  401, 
52  N.  W.  904, 18  L.E.A.  356  and  note; 
Bo^^  V.  Langenberg,  97  Mo.  390,  11 
S.  W.  223,  10  A.  S.  R.  322  and  note; 
WluOey  y.  Lavton,  62  S.  a  91,  40  S. 


E.  128,  56  L.R.A.  649;  Marks  v.  Sul- 
livan, 8  Utah  406,  32  Pac.  668,  20 
L.R.A.  590;  Smith  v.  Clark,  37  Utah 
116,  106  Pac.  653,  Ann.  Cas.  1912B 
1366  and  note,  26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  953; 
Gelzenleuchter  v.  Niemeyer,  64  Wia. 
316,  25  N.  W.  442,  34  Am.  Rep.  616. 

In  the  last  case  the  complainant  was 
held  liable  because  he  participated  in 
the  arrest,  but  it  was  expressly  de- 
clared :  "Had  the  defendant  done 
nothing  more  than  to  have  sworn  to 
the  eomplaint  before  the  jnatioe,  ha 
would  not  have  hem  liaUe  in  this  ae- 
tion." 

6.  Winchester  t.  Everett,  80  Me.  535, 
15  Atl.  596,  6  A.  S.  R.  228,  1  L.R.A. 
425;  Eeniston  v.  Little,  30  N.  H.  318, 
64  Am.  Dec.  297. 

7.  Gibson  v.  Holmes,  78  Vt.  110,  62 
Atl.  11,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  451. 

Welch  V.  Cochran,  63  N.  T.  181,  20 
Am.  Rep.  519,  seems  to  be  contrary 
in  principle,  though  the  case  was  one 
for  trespass  for  goods  instead  of  false 
imprisonment. 

8.  Gates  v.  Bullock,  136  Ala.  537, 
33  So.  835,  96  A.  S.  R.  38;  Boeger  t. 
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or  where  he  permits  an  execution  to  be  served  after  he  had  received 
payment  of  tiie  judgment;  •  or  where  he  urges  or  requests  the  arrest, 
knowing  facts  which  made  the  arrest  illeged,  although  he  may  not 
have  been  aware  of  their  legal  effect ;  or  where  he  urges  or  par- 
ticipates in  acts  of  oppression  of  the  defendant.^^  And  if  he  has  no 
personal  interest  in  the  matter,  but  acts  officiously,  or  as  a  mere 
volunteer,  in  maHng  a  complaint  and  urging  an  arrest,  he  is  not 
entitled  to  the  protection  afforded  to  a  bona  ffde  litigant,  and  must 
prove  the  legality  of  the  acts  which  he  instigated.'* 

22.  Plaintiff's  Attorney. — ^The  plaintiff's  attorney  may  properly  be 
held  not  only  to  know  the  law,  but  the  facts  of  the  case  in  which  he 
seeks  to  have  the  law  applied.  He  will  usually  be  held  liable,  there- 
fore, if  the  defendant  is  imprisoned  or  arrested  on  process  which  is 
erroneous  or  irregular.'*  But  here  again,  if  he  has  done  no  more  than 
urge  on  the  court,  properly  and  in  good  faith,  the  claims  of  his  client, 
or  a  view  of  the  law  favorable  to  his  client,  he  does  not  become  per- 
sonally liable  because  the  decision  of  the  court  thereon  may  subse- 
quently be  held  to  have  been  erroneous.  But  if  the  defect  were  one  of 
jurisdiction,  he  has  sometimes  been  held  liable.'*  Where  the  illegality 

Langeaberg,  97  Mo.  390, 11  S.  W.  223,  But  if  the  imprisonment  was  by  the 

10  A.  S.  R.  322.  proper  service  of  a  writ  regular  in 

9.  Breck  v.  Blanehard,  20  N.  H.  323,  form,  and  issued  hy  a  court  having 
51  Am.  Dee.  222.  jurisdiction,  the  liability  of  the  com- 

10.  Palmer  v.  Maine  Cent.  R.  Co.,  92  plainant,  if  any,  is  for  malicious  prose- 
Me.  399,  42  Atl.  800,  69  A.  S.  B.  613,  cation,  rather  than  for  false  imprison- 
44  L.R.A.  673.  ment.    Tryon  v.  Pingree,  112  Mich. 

11.  Grimes  t.  Greenblatt,  47  Colo.  388,  70  N.  W.  905,  67  A.  S.  R.  398,  37 
495,  107  Pac  1111, 19  Ann.  Cas.  608;  L.R.A.  222;  Bamett  v.  Reed,  51  Pa. 
Watson  V.  Watson,  9  Conn.  140,  23  St.  190,  88  Am.  Dec.  574. 

Am.  Dec.  324  (a  ease  of  trespass  to  It  was  said  in  Rich  v.  Mclnemy,  103 

property;;  HoUey  v.  Mix,  3  Wend.  Ala.  345,  15  So.  663,  49  A.  S.  R.  32, 

(N.  Y.)  350,  20  Am.  Dee.  702;  Bark  that  if  the  officers  acted  of  their  own 

V.  Howley,  179  Pa.  St  539,  36  Atl.  327,  volition  in  making  the  arrest,  without 

67  A.  S.  R.  607.  the  command,  request  or  direction  of 

Although  by  causing  plaintiff's  ar-  the  defendant,  he  is  not  liable  in  this 

rest  the  defendant  might  not  have  been  form  of  action,  however  malicioosly 

liable  for  snbsequeut  illegal  detention  and  withont  probable  cause  he  may 

of  the  plaintiff,  yet  if  he  continued  to  have  acted  in  making  the  aceosation. 

urge  the  prosecution  and  make  nnjusti-  13.  Clyma  v.  Kennedy,  64  Conn.  310, 

fiable  chaiges,-  he  is  Uable  for  all  dam-  29  Atl.  539,  42  A.  S.  R.  194. 

agee  which  the  prosecution  involves.  Note :  19  Am.  Dec.  493. 

Knickerbocker  Steamship  Co.  v.  Cus-  See  also  Attornbts  at  Law,  vol  2, 

ack,  172  Fed.  358,  97  C.  C.  A.  66,  19  p.  1029. 

Ann.  Cas.  968.  14.  Note :  67  A.  S.  R.  425. 

12.  Veneman  v.  Jones,  118  Ind.  41,  In  Glazar  v,  Hubbard,  102  Ky.  68, 
20  N.  E.  644,  10  A.  S.  R.  100;  Emery  42  S.  W.  1114,  80  A.  S.  R.  343,  39 
T.  Eapgood,  7  Gray  (Mass.)  55,  66  UR.A.  210,  a  city  attorney,  who  ad- 
Am.  Dec.  459 ;  Maliniemi  v.  Gronlund,  vised  the  police  judge  to  issue  a  war- 
92  Mieh.  222,  52  N.  W.  627,  31  A.  rant  of  arrest  on  facts  which  gave  him 
S.  R.  576.  no  jniiBdiction,  the  advice  having  %p- 
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is  in  the  service  of  process  by  the  ofiRcer,  the  attorney  who  has  ordered 
or  urged  him  to  do  the  tortious  acts  is  liable  jointly  with  the  officer.^* 
23.  Principal's  Liability  for  Acts  of  Agent — In  many  cases  the 
suit  has  been  against  one  who  did  not  personally  take  part  in  the 
imprisonment  or  arrest  of  the  plaintiff,  but  who  is  alleged  to  have 
been  the  principal  for  whom  the  actual  tortfeasor  acted.  The  ques- 
tion of  the  liability  of  such  an  alleged  principal  is  to  be  determined 
by  the  rules  relating  to  principal  and  agent  rather  than  by  any 
peculiar  to  the  law  of  false  imprisonment.  By  such  general  rules  of 
agency  a  principal  is  answerable  for  the  fraud,  negligence  or  other 
wnmgful  acts  of  his  agent  committed  in  the  course  of  his  employment, 
and  this  is  so  though  the  particular  act  was  not  authorized  by  the 
principal,  and  even  when  it  was  forbidden  by  him.'*  If,  for  instance, 
the  manager  of  a  store  causes  a  customer,  who  is  suspected  of  stealing 
merchandise,  to  be  arrested,  the  owner  of  the  store  is  liable;  ^'  and 
on  the  same  principle  a  carrier  is  liable  if  the  conductor  of  a  train 
or  car,  or  the  officers  of  a  boat,  confine  or  procure  to  be  arrested  a 
passenger  who  refuses  to  pay  his  fare,  or  misconducts  himself  to  the 
annoyance  of  other  passengers,'®  or  whom  they  suspect  of  being  an 
escaping  criminal.'*  In  some  cases,  usually  those  where  the  agent 
is  not  employed  in  the  general  conduct  of  his  principal's  business^ 
but  only  for  some  single  special  purpose,  the  liability  of  the  principal 
is  more  strictly  defined.'^  Thus  it  was  held  that  the  employment  of 

parently  been  gratnitons,  was  held  not  See    generally,    Principal  akd 

liable  to  exonerate  the  judge  for  the  Agent. 

damages  adjudged  against  him.  17.  Staples  v.  Schmid,  18  R.  I.  224, 

16.  Gilson  V.  Holmes,  78  Vt.  110,  62  26  Atl.  193,  19  L.R.A.  824;  Cobb  v. 

AU.  11,  4  L.R.A.<N.S.)  451,  Simon,  119  Wis.  597,  97  N.  W.  276, 

16.  Sontbem  R.  Co.  v.  James,  118  J'^^^/i^S.  K  909.    But  see  MaH  t. 

Qa.  340,  45  S.  E.  303,  63  L.R.A.  257;  ^ord  39  N.  Y.  381,  100  Am.  Dec.  448, 

Wheeler,  etc.,  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Boyce,  36  which  holds  that  if  the  act  was  not 

Kan.  350,  13  Pac!  609,  59  Am.  Rep.  f  «tho"«f,       ^ot  withm  the  scope  of 

571;  Whitman  v.  Atchison,  etc.,  R.  ^'i  agenU  employment,  the  pnnci. 

Co.,  85  Kan.  150,  116  Pac.  234,  Ann.  J"*"-*  .    ,  ^ 

Cas'.  1912D  722,  34  L.R.A.(N.S.)'l029;  ^  ^^.^^i'^^^^'f^i  is'tTc  A* 

White  V.  Apsley  Rubber  Co.,  194  Mass.  Cas^  9^^^ 

97,  80  N.  E.  500,  8  L.R-A  (N.S  )  484;  'VoLrAnn  Cas  ToWB  638. 

Lynch  V.  Metropolitan  El.  R.  Co.,  90  g^^,  ^i^^  Carriers,  vol.  4,  p.  1173. 

N.  T.  77,  43  Am.  Rep.  141;  Jackson  v.  jg^  gchmidt  v.  New  Orleans  Ry.  Co., 

American  Telephone,  etc.,  Co.,  139  N.  116  La.  311, 40  So.  714,  7  L.R.A.  (N.S.) 

C.  347,  51  S.  E.  1015,  70  L.R.A.  738;  162  and  note. 

Eichengreen  v.  Louisville,  etc.,  R,  Co.,  20.  In  Tolchester  Beach  Imp.  Co. 

96  Tenn.  229,  34  S.  W.  219,  54  A.  Steinmeier,  72  Md.  313,  20  Atl.  188,  8 

S.  R.  833,  31  LJt.A.  702;  Davis  v.  L.R.A.  846,  the  eompany  was  held  not 

Chesapeake,   etc.,   R.    Co.,   61    W.  liaUe  for  the  act  of  a  ticket  agent,  who 

Va.  246,  56  S.  E.  400,  0  L.R.A.(N.S.)  caosed  a  man  to  be  arrested  for  hav- 

993.  ing  given  him,  as  he  daimed,  a  coun- 

Kote:  Ann.  Gas.  lOlffi  637.  terfeit  coin. 
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a  detective  to  ascertain  and  report  who  was  concerned  in  a  burglsiry 
did  not  make  the  employer  liable  for  the  arrest  of  one  whom  the 
detective  suspected,  and  from  whom  he  hoped  to  obtaiii  a  confession 
by  placing  him  under  arrest.^  A  policeman  appointed  by  the  governor 
on  the  application  of  a  private  corporation,  and  stationed  on  its 
grounds  to  enforce  the  laws  of  the  state,  is  not  necessarily  the  agent  of 
the  corporation  es  regards  acts  done  by  him,  though  paid  by  the 
corporation.  A  distinction  is  made  in  this  respect  between  acts  done 
by  the  officer  in  his  public  capacity  and  those  done  in  the  special 
interest  of  the  corporation,  and  whether  in  any  case  he  acted  in  one 
capacity  or  the  other  ia  a  question  for  the  jury.*  For  the  wilful  torta 
of  a  servant,  however,  committed  not  to  protect  his  master's  interest, 
but  to  gratify  some  spite  or  personal  object  of  the  servant,  or  for  hia 
acts  done  in  the  supposed  public  interest,  and  not  for  the  benefit  of 
the  master,  the  master  is  not  liable,  though  the  tortfeasor  may  have 
been  in  his  employ  at  that  time.'  But  in  the  law  of  agency  ratification 
of  an  employee's  act  may  always  take  the  place  of  a  prior  authorization, 
and  in  any  case  where  the  employee  so  far  departed  from  his  duty 
in  causing  the  arrest  ot  the  plaintiff  that  his  employee  could  not  be 
held  liable  because  of  any  antecedent  authority,  he  may  become  so 
by  acts  of  ratification  of  or  participation  in  the  tort.^ 

24.  Private,  Municipal  and  Charitable  Corporations. — ^When  the 
law  of  private  corporations  was  in  its  infancy,  a  few  decisions  were 
made  that  corporations  could  not  become  liable  for  a  tort,  or  at  least 
for  a  tort  involving  malice  or  wilfulness,  but  that  doctrine  has  long 
become  obsolete.  Of  course  the  corporation  itself  can  hardly  cherish 
resentment  or  other  wicked  intent;  but  it  is  well  settled  that  it  may 
be  liable  as  a  principal  for  the  acts  of  its  ofHcers  or  agents,  under  the 
principles  stated  in  the  preceding  paragraph.*   In  most  of  the  cases 

1.  Milton  T.  Missouri  Pac.  R.  Co.,  Gas.  718  and  note,  67  L.R.A.  455;  Me- 
193  Mo.  46,  91  S.  W.  949,  4  L.RA.  Kain  v.  Baltimore,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  65  W. 
(N.S.)  282  and  note.  Va.  233,  64  S.  E.  18, 131  A.  S.  R.  964, 

As  to  the  employer's  responsibility  17  Ann.  Gas.  634  and  note,  23  IaRA.. 

for  force  exerted  by  a  detective,  police-  (N.S.)  289  and  note, 
man  or  watchman,  see  also  Conchin  v.      3.  Mayfield  v.  St.  Louis  Iron,  etc., 

El  Paso  R.  Co.,  13  Ariz.  259,  108  Pac.  R.  Co.,  97  Ark.  24,  133  S.  W.  168,  32 

260,  28  L.R.A.(N.S.)   88  and  note;  L.R.A.(N.S.)  525;  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R. 

Evansville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  McKee,  99  Co.  v.  Sims,  106  Ark.  109,  152  S.  W. 

Ind.  519,  50  Am.  Rep.  102  and  note.  985,  44  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1156;  Mulligan 

2.  Tolehester  Beach  Imp.  Go.  v.  v.  New  York,  etc.,  Ry.  Co.,  129  N.  Y. 
Steinmeier,  72  Md.  313,  20  Atl.  188,  8  506,  29  N.  E.  952,  26  A.  S.  R.  539, 
L.R.A.  846;  Baltimore,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  14  L.R.A.  791  and  note. 

Ennalls,  108  Md.  75,  69  Atl.  638,  16  4.  Wacbsmuth  v.  MerchanU'  Nat. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)   1100;   Taylor  v.  New  Bank,  96  Mich.  426,  56  N.  W.  9,  21 

York,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  80  N.  J.  L.  282,  78  L.RA.  278;  Cobb  v.  Simon,  119  "Wis. 

Atl.  169,  39  L.RA.(N.S.)  122  and  597,  97  N.  W.  276,  100  A.  S.  R.  909, 

note;  Daniel  v.  Atlantic  Coast  Line  R.  5.  See  Cobporatiohs,  voL  7,  p.  683 

Co.,  136  N.  C.  517, 48  S.  E.  816, 1  Asm.  et  seq. 
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there  cited  the  principal  was  a  corporation,  as  is  manifest  from  the 
names  of  those  cases,  and  they  generally  assume  that  corporations  may 

be  held  liable  for  false  imprisonment,  though  some  expressly  affirm 
that  proposition.'  In  the  case  of  municipal  corporations,  there  are 
other  controlling  considerations.  In  preserving  order  and  enforcing 
the  law,  a  city  or  town  is  not  prosecuting  an  enterprise  for  its  own 
profit  or  benefit,  but  is  discharging  a  govemmentd  duty  cast  on  it 
by  the  state,  and  it  is  therefore  not  liable  to  suit  for  the  acts  of  its 
police  officers,  who  are  regarded  as  agents  of  the  law  rather  than  of 
the  city,  although  it  may  have  appointed  and  paid  them.^  The  same 
immunity  applies  in  the  case  of  quarantining  of  persons  who  had 
been  exposed  to  contagious  disease.®  Even  if  the  error  be  that  of 
the  city  itself  by  its  mayor  and  common  council,  as  if  it  passed  and 
tried  to  enforce  an  unconstitutional  ordinance,  the  city  is  not  liable 
to  suit  for  damages.*  The  only  case  where  municipal  corporate  lia- 
bility can  properly  exist  is  where  the  tort  is  committed  in  the  course 
of  some  business  or  public  enterprise  which  the  city  is  carrying  on 
for  its  own  corporate  profit  or  benefit,  or  for  the  special  benefit  of  its 
citizens,  rather  than  in  the  discharge  of  a  governmental  duty.  An 
agricultural  society  chartered  by  the  state  is  regarded  by  some  author- 
ities as  within  the  same  exemption,  though  this  does  not  seem  to 
be  the  general  rule.***  A  charitable  corporation  has  often  been  held 
not  liable  for  the  torts  of  its  servants.  This  doctrine  has  recently  met 
somewhat  destructive  criticism,  and  it  may  be  doubted  whether  it  will 
retain  its  position  as  an  accepted  rule  of  law.  A  discussion  of  the 
question  would  transcend  the  scope  of  this  article,  as  few  of  the  caees 
in  which  it  has  arisen  were  cases  of  false  imprisonment.^' 

25.  Partnerships. — ^It  seems  to  be  the  better  rule  that  a  partnership 
may  become  liable  as  such  for  false  imprisonment,  as  for  other  torts; 

6.  Wheeler,  etc.,  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Boyee,  184,  39  S.  E.  822,  55  L.R.A.  396. 
36  Kan.  350,  13  Pac.  609,  59  Am.  Rep.  9.  Trammell  v.  Rnssellville,  34  Ark. 
571;  Carter  v.  Howe  Mach.  Co.,  51  105,  36  Am.  Rep.  1;  Bartlett  v.  Co- 
Md.  290,  34  Am.  Rep.  311;  Central  lumbus,  101  Ga.  300,  28  S.  E.  599, 
Ry.  Co,  T.  Brewer,  78  Md.  394,  28  44  L.R.A.  795. 

Atl.  615,  27  L.R.A.  63;  Wachsmuth  Note:  47  L.R.A.  593. 

V.  Merchants'  Nat.  Bank,  96  Mich,  See  contra,  McGraw  v.  Marion,  98 

426,  56  N.  W.  9,  21  L.R.A.  278.  Ky.  673,  34  S.  W.  18,  47  L.R.A.  593 

Notes:  54  Am.  Dec.  260;  67  A.  S.  and  note,  suggesting,  however,  a  dis- 

R.  426 ;  14  L.R. A.  791.  tinction  between  the  compalsory  duties 

See  also  Corpoiutioits,  vol.  7,  p.  of  a  municipality  and  its  merely  per- 

687.  missive  powers. 

7.  Gray  t.  Griffin,  111  Ga.  361,  36  10.  Hem  v.  Iowa  State  Agricnltaral 
8.  E.  792,  51  L.R.A.  131;  Simpson  v.  Soc,  91  la.  97,  58  N.  W.  1092,  24 
Wbatcom,  33  Wash.  392,  74  Pac.  577,  L.R.A.  655.  See  also  AoRiOOunrB^ 
99  A.  S.  R.  951,  63  L.R.A.  815.  vol.  1,  pp.  786-787. 

Note:  14  LJt.A.  792.  11.  See  GHAitmsu  toL  6,  p.  374  at 

See  also  HmnciPAL  Corporatioits.  seq. 

8.  Lerin      Burlington,  129  N.  C. 
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and  that  if  one  of  the  partners,  or  an  aDthorized  agent  of  the  partner- 
ship, in  the  prosecution  of  the  partnership  btisiness  caused  the  defend- 
ant to  be  arrested  or  imprisoned,  all  the  partners  are  liable,  and  th« 
judgment  creditor  stands  on  a  parity  with  other  partnership  creditors 
in  pursuing  the  partnership  assets.'*  But  certain  cases  hold,  on  the 
contrary,  that  the  authority  of  a  partner  or  manager  does  not  extend 
to  causing  the  arrest  of  one  who  is  supposed  to  have  defrauded  the 
firm,  and  that  consequently  no  partner  is  liable  for  such  an  arrest 
unless  he  had  personsdly  authorized  or  ratified  it.^' 

VI.  Immunity  op  Judicxai.  and  Governmbktai,  Officers 

26.  Judges  of  Courts  of  General  Jurisdiction. — ^It  has  always  been 

a  doctrine  of  the  common  law,  and  seems  essential  to  the  maintenance 
of  any  system  of  courts,  that  the  judges  whose  duty  it  is  to  pass  on  and 
determine  controversies  should  not  be  liable  to  be  sued  personally 
for  their  errors  or  alleged  errors.  In  many  of  the  cases,  as  is  shown 
by  the  next  succeeding  paragraph,  this  immunity  has  been  confined 
to  judges  of  courts  of  general  jurisdiction,  as  distinguished  from  thoso 
whose  jurisdiction  is  special  or  limited.  Even  the  judge  of  a  court 
of  general  jurisdiction  would  not  be  protected  if  he  should  act  wholly 
without  his  jurisdiction,  that  is,  should  issue  process  without  color  of 
legal  authority,  and  of  a  kind  which  no  state  of  facts  would  justify.^^ 
But  if  he  has  jurisdiction  to  issue  process  of  the  kind  in  question,  and 
if  the  facts  and  papers  on  which  he  acts  are  such  as  to  make  it  a  matter 
for  his  judicial  decision  whether  he  should  or  should  not  issue  the 
process  in  the  particular  case,  he  is  not  personally  liable  for  any 
imprisonment  which  may  result  from  his  decision,  though  it  is  after- 
ward held  to  be  erroneous,*'  and  even  though  the  error  may  be  held 
to  be  one  of  jurisdiction.  Indeed,  it  is  inaccurate  to  say  in  such  a 
case  that  the  court  was  without  jurisdiction.  When  it  has  jurisdiction 
of  a  certain  class  of  cases,  and  the  judicial  duty  of  pas^ng  on  the 
papers  and  the  evidence  in  a  particular  case  to  decide  whetiier  its 
judicial  power  shall  be  exerted,  any  error  in  the  decision  is  an  error 
in  the  exercise  of  jurisdiction  rather  than  an  act  outside  of  jurisdic- 

12.  Page  V.  Citizeos'  Banking  Co.,  14.  Bradley  v.  Fisher,  13  Wall.  335, 
111  Ga.  73,  36  8.  E.  418,  78  A.  S.  R.  20  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  646. 

144,  51  L.R.A.  463  and  note.  Notes:  23  Am.  Rep.  692;  4  Ann. 

13.  Rosencrans  v.  Barber,  115  III.  Cas.  327. 

331,  3  N.  E.  93,  56  Am.  Rep.  169;  16.  Reeves  v.  Stewart,  150  Ky.  124, 
Beroheimer  v.  Becker,  102  Md.  250,  150  S.  W.  26,  44  L.R.A.(N.S.)  185; 
62  Atl.  526,  111  A.  S.  R.  356,  3  Umge  v.  Benedict,  73  N.  Y.  12,  29  Am. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  221  and  note.    As  to  Rep.  80. 

the  tort  liability  generally  of  a  part-  Notes:  44  L.R.A.(N.S.)  164;  4  Ann. 
nership  for  the  individual  acts  of  the  Cas.  325. 


paTtners,  see  Pabthebship. 
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tion.**  And  this  protection  is  made  complete  by  the  rule  that  a  case 
is  not  made  out  against  him  even  by  the  allegation  that  he  acted  cor- 
ruptly or  maliciously.*' 

27.  Judges  of  Courts  of  Limited  Jurisdiction. — ^In  many  cases  it 
has  been  held  that  this  immunity  does  not  extend  to  the  judges  of 
courts  whose  powers  are  limited  or  special.  Such  courts,  it  is  said, 
have  no  presumption  of  jurisdiction  in  their  favor;  its  actual  exist- 
ence must  always  be  shown  to  support  the  legality  of  their  action, 
and  if  it  is  eventually  determined  that  the  court  was  without  juris- 
diction in  the  particular  case,  the  justification  fails,  however  doubt- 
ful or  difficult  the  question  of  jurisdiction  may  have  been,  and  with 
however  good  faith  the  judge  may  have  acted.*®  Striking,  cases  of 
this  kind  are  those  where  the  magistrate  has  been  held  liable  for 
process  regularly  issued  and  served  under  a  statute  which  was  finally 
held  to  he  unconstitutional.**  The  strict  application  to  these  inferior 
judges  of  the  rule  that  everyone  is  bound  to  know  the  law,  and  the 
immunity  afforded  to  the  judges  of  the  higher  courts,  gave  much 
foundation  for  the  satirical  remark  that  all  persons  are  presumed  to 
know  the  law  except  judges  of  the  courts  of  superior  jurisdiction.*** 
And  the  unjust  discrimination  has  been  made  still  more  unjust  by 
the  fact  tliat  in  many  of  the  cases  the  term  "jurisdiction"  has  been 
used  as  if  it  involved  and  required  entire  regularity  of  procedure; 
so  that  by  reason  of  errors  in  the  papers,  or  other  mere  irregularities, 
the  court  has  been  held  to  have  been  without  jurisdiction,  and  the 
judge  personally  liable.*  Indeed,  much  of  the  confusion  in  which 
the  entire  topic  of  judicial  immunity  is  involved  is  due  to  a  loose 
use  of  the  term  "jurisdiction."  In  this  connection  it  should  be  used 
only  in  the  sense  of  jurisdiction  over  the  subject  matter,  over  the 
kind  of  process  in  question,  which  of  course  implies  the  exercise  of 
judicial  reasoning  to  determine  whether  in  the  case  at  bar  the  proce- 
dure is  regular,  the  facts  sufiiciently  ^tablished,  and  the  law  as 
claimed.   But  an  error  in  deciding  these  questions  does  not  consti- 

16.  Note:  67  A.  S.  R.  422.  Dec.  52;  25  Am.  Rep.  702. 

17.  Busteed  v.  Parsons,  54  Ala.  393,  19.  KelJy  v.  Bemis,  4  Gray  (Mass.) 
25  Am.  Rep.  688;  McBurnie  v.  Sulii-  83,  64  Am.  Dec.  50  and  note;  Barker 
van,  152  Ky.  686,  153  S.  W.  945,  44  v.  Stetson,  7  Gray  (Mass.)  63,  66  Am. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  186;  Pratt  v.  Gardner,  Dec.  457. 

2  Cush.  (Mass.)  63,  48  Am.  Dec.  652  ;  20.  Grace  v.  MitcheU,  31  Wis.  533, 

Gordon  v.  District  Court,  etc.,  36  Nev.  11  Am.  Rep.  613. 

1, 131  Pac.  134,  44  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1078.  1.  Grumon  v.  Raymond,  1  Conn.  40, 

18.  Piper  v.  Pierson,  2  Gray  6  Am.  Dec.  200;  Tracy  v.  Williams,  4 
(Mass.)  120,  61  Am.  Dec.  438  and  Conn.  107,  10  Am.  Deo.  102;  Vaughn 
note;  Clarke  v.  May,  2  Gray  (Mass.)  v.  Congdon,  56  Vt.  Ill,  48  Am.  Rep. 
410,  61  Am.  Dec.  470  and  note;  State  758;  Goodell  v.  Tower,  77  Vt  61,  68 
V.  McDaniel,  78  Miss.  1,  27  So.  994,  Atl.  790, 107  A.  S.  R.  745. 

S4  A.  S.  R.  618,  50  L.R.A.  118.  Note:  19  Am.  Dec  490. 
Notes:  54  Am.  Dec.  263  :  64  Am. 
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tute  a  lack  of  jurisdiction.*  And  yet  a  defect  in  procedure  may  be 
80  substantial  and  extreme'as  to  be  jurisdictional;  as  where  a  police 
judge  verbally  ordered  a  man  committed  to  jail  on  a  mere  telegraphic 
requ^t,  with  no  accusation  of  any  crime,  complaint  or  warrant.  It 
is  to  be  presumed  in  such  a  case  that  he  arbitrarily  assumed  the 
power  rather  than  that  he  judicially  considered  and  decided  the 
method  adopted  by  him  to  be  legal.' 

28,  Distinction  between  Judges  of  Superior  and  Inferior  Courts 
Disapproved. — In  the  later  cases  a  clear  tendency  has  been  evident 
to  abolish  altogether  the  discrimination  between  judges  of  different 
rank,  and  to  extend  to  justices  of  the  peace  and  other  lesser  judicial 
officers  immunity  from  personal  responsibility  for  the  correctness 
of  their  decisions  and  acts  to  the  same  extent  that  it  is  granted  to 
judges  of  the  superior  courts.*  The  law  has  recentiy  been  thus 
summarized  in  a  carefully  considered  case:  "The  judge  of  a  court 
of  inferior  or  limited  jurisdiction  is  liable  (a)  when  he  acts  with- 
out a  general  jurisdiction  of  the  subject-matter,  even  though  his  act 
involves  his  deci8i(m,  made  in  good  faith,  that  he  has  such  jurisdic- 
tion, (b)  When  such  judge  acts  fully  within  his  jurisdiction,  i.  e., 
when  he  has  jurisdiction  of  the  subject-matter,  and  has  also  acquired 
jurisdiction  of  the  person  in  the  particular  case,  he  is  not  liable, 
though  he  act  both  maliciously  and  corruptly,  (e)  When  such 
judge  acts  judicially  with  respect  to  a  subject-matter  of  which  he 
has  a  general  jurisdiction,  but  in  the  particular  case  he  has  acquired 
no  jurisdiction  of  the  person  affected,  he  is  not  liable  if  the  act 
involves  his  present  or  previous  affirmative  decision  that  he  has  juris- 

2.  Trammel!  t.  Russellrille,  34  Ark.  tice  acts  in  good  faith." 
105,  36  Am.  Rep.  1;  Bailey  v.  Wig-     3.  Glazar  v.  Hubbard,  102  Ky.  68, 

gins,  5  Ear.  (Del.)  462,  60  Am.  Dec.  42  S.  W.  1U4,  80  A.  S.  R.  343,  39 

650;  Gardner  v.  Coach,  137  Mich.  358,  L.R.A.  210. 

100  N.  W.  673,  101  N.  W.  802,  109      4.  Calhoun  v.  Little,  106  Ga.  336, 

A.  S.  R.  684;  Grove  v.  Van  Duyn,  44  32  S.  E.  86,  71  A.  S.  R.  254,  43  L.R.A. 

N.  J.  U  654,  42  Am.  Rep.  412;  Neall  630;  McBurnie  v.  Sullivan,  152  Ky. 

V.  Hart,  115  Pa.  St.  347,  8  Atl.  628,  6S6,  153  S.  W.  945,  44  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

2  A.  S.  R.  559;  McCall  v.  Cohen,  16  186;  Rush  v.  Buckley,  100  Me.  322, 

S.  C.  445,  42  Am.  Rep.  641;  Marks  61  Atl.  774,  4  Ann.  Cas.  318  and  note, 

V.  Sullivan,  8  Utah  406,  32  Pac  668,  70  L.R.A.  464;  Pratt  v.  Gardner,  2 

20  L.R.A.(N.S.)   590;  Robertson  v.  Cush,  (Mass.)  63,  48  Am.  Dec.  652; 

Parker,  99  Wis.  652,  75  N.  W.  423,  Brooks  v.  Mangan,  86  Mich.  576,  49 

67  A.  S.  R.  889.  N.  W.  633,  24  A.  S.  R.  137;  Gordon 

Note:  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1143.  v.  District  Court,  etc.,  36  Nev.  1,  131 

In  Rogers  v.  Mulliner,  6  Wend.  (N.  Pae.  134,  44  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1078;  Aus- 

T.)  597,  22  Am.  Dee.  546,  the  cour^  tin  v.  Vrooman,  128  N.  Y.  229,  28  N. 

avoided  holding  a  justice  liable  on  the  E.  477,  14  L.R.A.  138  and  note;  Scott 

extraordinary  ground  that  in  issuing  v.  Fishblate,  117  N.  C.  265,  23  S.  E. 

process  "a  justice  acts  ministerially,  436,  30  L.R.A.  696;  Robertson  v.  Par- 

and  is  justified  in  issuing  any  process  ker,  99  Wis.  652,  75  N.  W-  423,  67 

within  his  jurisdiction  which  is  de-  A.  S.  R.  889. 
manded  by  a  party,  provided  the  jus-     Note:  67  .A.  S.  R.  423. 
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diction  of  such  oerson  and  authority  to  proceed  in  the  particular 
case,  provided  (1)  a  colorable  case  has  been  presented  to  him  whieh 
fairly  calls  for  or  permits  the  exercise  of  his  judgment  with  respect 
thereto;  and  provided  (2)  he  has  determined  in  good  faith,  without 
malice  or  corruption,  that  the  case  presented  calls  for  the  exercise 
of  his  general  jurisdiction."  * 

29.  Immunity  of  Quasi  Judicial  Officers. — An  exemption  similar  to 
that  of  judges  from  actions  for  their  judicial  acts  is  extended  to 
officers  in  the  other  departments  of  government  whenever  they  are 
intrusted  with  the  exercise  of  discretionary  power,  and  their  deter- 
minations or  decisions  are  in  their  nature  judicial.  Therefore  no 
public  officer  is  responsible  in  a  civil  suit  for  a  judicial  determination, 
however  erroneous  it  may  be,  and  however  malicious  the  motive 
which  produced  it.  Such  acts,  when  corrupt,  may  be  punished  crim- 
inally, but  the  law  will  not  allow  malice  and  corruption  to  be  charged 
in  a  civil  suit  against  such  an  officer  for  what  he  does  in  the  per- 
formance of  a  judicial  duty.  This  immunity  exists  only  when  the 
officer  had  jurisdiction  of  the  particular  case,  and  was  authorized  to 
determine  it  If  he  transcends  the  limits  of  his  authority,  he  neces- 
sarily ceases,  in  the  particular  case,  to  act  as  a  judge,  and  is  respon- 
sible for  all  consequences.  But  with  these  limitations,  the  principle 
of  irresponsibility,  so  far  as  respects  a  civil  remedy,  is  as  old  as  the 
common  law  itself.  This  doctrine  has  been  applied  to  protect  a 
governor  from  civil  liability  for  his  acts  in  the  suppression  of  an 
insurrection,'  grand  jurors  who  were  charged  with  having  acted 
erroneously  and  maliciously  in  the  performance  of  their  duties,'  and 
the  mayor  of  a  city  in  restraining  and  confming  a  constable  who  was 
intoxicated  and  misconducting  himself.*  But  the  rule  of  immunity 
will  not  protect  a  mayor  who  was  exercising  his  official  authority 
to  aid  the  private  interests  of  individuals,  although  the  same  acts 
might  have  come  within  the  scope  of  his  public  duties;  *  a  mayor  and 
chief  of  police  who  arrested  and  imprisoned  a  motorman  in  order 
to  prevent  the  operation  of  a  trolley  line  whose  equipment  they 
considered  dangerous,  when  they  could  have  effected  their  object 
more  simply  by  cutting  the  wires  or  shutting  off  the  power,***  or 
police  commissioners  who  had  ordered  the  plaintiff  arrested  and 
imprisoned  if  he  should  commit  an  act  which  he  had  not  then  com- 
mitted, and  which  was  not  legally  punishable  by  imprisonment 

6.  Broom  v.  Douglass,  175  Ala.  268,  Am.  Rep.  48.   S«e  Grand  Jurt. 

57  So.  860,  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  1165  8.  Boutte  v.  Emmer,  43  La.  Ann. 

and  note,  44  L.R.A.(N.S.)  164  and  980,  9  So.  921, 15  L.R.A.  63. 

note.  9.  TrvAn  t.  Pingree,  112  Mich.  338, 

6.  Dreueker  Salomon,  21  Wis.  70  N.  W.  905,  67  A.  S.  R.  398,  37 
621,  94  Am.  Dee.  571.   See  also  Gov-  L.R.A.  222. 

KBNOR.  10.  Mnmford  v.  Starmont,  139  Mich. 

7.  Tnrpen  t.  Booth,  56  Gal.  65,  38  188,  102  N.  W.  662,  69  L.R.A.  350. 
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The  distinction  made  in  these  later  cases  was  rather  that  the  pai- 
ticolar  acts  were  not  within  the  jurisdictioQ  of  the  officials  than 
that  in  a  proper  case  they  would  not  be  entitled  to  exercise  their 
discretioaary  powers  without  civil  liability.*^ 

VII.  Zncidbkts  ov  Action  fob  Falsb  Impbisonicbnt 

30.  Form  of  Action. — As  already  stated,  the  action  for  false 
imprisonment  was,  under  the  common  law  procedure,  an  action  in 
trespass;'*  and  it  is  still  an  action  of  tort,  the  gist  of  the  delict 
being  a  direct  use  of  force  on  the  plaintiff  without  legal  justification.** 
In  one  case  where  the  plaintiff  was  arrested  on  an  illegal  tax  war- 
rant it  was  held  that  trespass  would  lie,  but  that  he  had  an  election 
to  treat  the  wrongful  assessment  as  the  cause  of  the  injury,  and 
declare  in  case,  or  to  regard  the  arrest  by  the  collector  as  the  act 
of  the  assessors,  and  sue  in  trespass.**  And,  in  some  cases,  an  act 
of  false  imprisonment  may  lay  the  foundation  for  an  action  in  con- 
tract. Thus  where  one  was  wrongfully  imprisoned,  and  a  contractor 
for  the  labor  of  the  prisoners  received  the  benefit  of  his  labor,  he 
can,  as  against  such  contractor,  waive  the  tort  and  sue  in  assumpsit 
for  the  reasonable  value  of  his  labor.** 

31.  Action  on  Officer's  Bond. — If  a  sheriff  or  other  officer  has  given 
an  official  bond  for  the  lawful  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  office, 
he  and  his  sureties  may  be  compelled  by  a  suit  on  the  bond  to  pay 
the  damages  suffered  from  a  false  imprisonment.**  In  some  cases, 
particularly  the  earlier  ones,  a  distinction  has  been  drawn  between 
acts  done  virtute  officii  for  which  tiie  officer's  sureties  are  liable, 
and  those  done  colore  officii,  for  which  they  are  not;  and  it  has  been 
said  that  if  the  writ  under  which  the  officer  acted  was  void,  or  if 
he  acted  illegally,  his  acts  are  only  colore  officii,  and  not  within  the 
protection  of  the  bond.*'  But  this  distinction  is  denied,  and  the 
bondsman  held  liable,  except  where  the  tort  was  a  purely  personal 
and  private  act,  in  the  later  and  better  cases.^* 

11.  Bolton  T.  Vellines,  94  Ta.  393,  15.  Patterson  v.  Prior,  18  Ind.  440, 
26  S.  E.  847,  64  A.  S.  R.  737.  SI  Am.  Dec.  367. 

12.  See  8upra,  par.  3.  16.  Stat«  t.  McDaniel,  78  Miss.  1, 

13.  Breck  v.  Blanchard,  20  N.  H.  27  So.  094^  84  A.  S.  B.  618,  60  LJLA. 
323,  51  Am.  Dec  222.  118. 

"It  is  almost  impossible  to  find  any  17.  McLendon  t.  State,  92  Tenn. 

satisfactory  and  intelligible  ground  of  520,  22  S.  W.  200,  21  L..R.A.  738  and 

distinction  between  trespass  and  case  note, 

for  acts  done  under  color  of  process.  Note:  51  L.RA..  222. 

Tbe  same  act  in  different  states  is  de-  18.  Lee  t.  Charmley,  20  N.  D.  570, 

dared  to  be,  and  not  to  be,  a  tres-  129  N.  W.  448,  33  L.R.A.(N.S.)  275 

pass."   Pierson  v.  Gale,  8  Vt.  509,  30  and  note.    As  to  liability  on  the  o£- 

Am.  Deo.  487.  Seial  bonds  of  public  officers  general- 

14.  Henry  v.  Sai^eant,  13  N.  H.  ly,  see  Public  Omciss. 
321,  40  Am.  Dec.  146. 
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32.  Parties. — Of  couise  in  all  but  exceptional  cases  the  person  who 
has  been  detained  or  imprisoned  is  the  one,  and  the  only  one,  who 
can  sue  therefor.  But  the  well-established  right  of  a  husband  to 
recover  for  loss  of  the  services  of  his  wife,  or  of  a  father  for  those 
of  a  minor  child,  by  reason  of  a  personal  injury  to  the  wife  or  child 
"per  quod  servitium  amisit"  extends  to  false  imprisonment  as  ta 
other  personal  torts."  When  an  incompetent  person  has  no  such 
mind  as  would  enable  him  to  exercise  intelligent  and  legal  volition 
as  to  his  own  custody,  and  has  been  unlawfully  tskeu  from  the 
custody  of  his  committee,  or  of  those  with  whom  the  committee  placed 
him  for  temporary  care,  the  committee  may  bring  an  action  of  false 
imprisonment  in  his  own  name,  but  for  the  benefit  of  the  ward.** 
A  cause  of  action  for  false  imprisonment  is  not  assignable  until 
it  has  been  put  into  judgment  £ven  the  rendition  of  a  verdict  for 
the  plaintiff  does  not  convert  it  into  an  assignable  debt.  Conse- 
quently the  action,  if  an  assignment  has  in  fact  been  made,  must 
be  brought  in  the  name  of  the  assignor;  and  the  right  of  set-off  by 
one  of  the  judgment  debtors  of  a  debt  due  to  him  by  the  assignor 
will  take  precedence  of  the  rights  of  the  assignee.*  The  question 
who  can  be  made  defendants  in  an  action  for  false  imprisonment 
depends  on  the  substantive  law  imposing  liability  or  conferring  exemp- 
tion which  is  treated  in  a  preceding  part  of  this  article.  All  who 
by  the  principles  there  stated  are  liable  are  joint  wrongdoers,  and 
by  the  general  rules  of  law  the  injured  person  may  sue  all  of  them, 
any  one,  or  as  many  as  he  chooses.  It  is  no  defense,  therefore, 
that  others  equally  liable  have  not  been  sued,  or  that  co-defendants 
are  held  not  liable;*  but  satisfaction  obtained  from  one  discharges 
all,  and  a  release  given  to  one  releases  all.'  It  has  been  held  that 
the  verdict  and  judgment  may  be  for  different  amounts  against  the 
several  defendants,  one  being  held  liable  for  vindictive  damages,  and 

19.  See  Husband  and  Wife;  Pab-  dple,  see  Scions  t.  Johnson,  95  TJ. 
ENT  AND  Child.  S.  347,  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  696. 

20.  Barker  v.  Washington,  200  N.  8.  Allen  v.  Ruland,  79  Conn.  405,  65 
T.  280,  93  N.  E.  958,  140  A.  S.  R.  Ati.  138,  IIS  A.  S.  R.  146  and  note, 
640,  34  L.RA.(N.S.)  159.  See  gen-  8  Ann.  Cas.  344.  See  also  Stone  t. 
erally,  Insanftt.  Dickinson,  5  Allen  (Mass.)  29,  81 

1.  Hunt  V.  Conrad,  47  Minn.  557,  Am.  Dec  727  and  note,  in  which  the 

50  N.  W.  614, 14  L.R.A.  512  and  note;  rule  stated  in  the  text  was  applied  to 
Chapman  v.  Dyett,  11  Wend.  (N.  T.)  a  ease  where  several  judgment  eredi- 
31,  25  Am.  Dee.  598.  tors,  each  acting  mthont  knowledge 

2.  Qrimes  v.  Greenblatt,  47  Colo,  of  Uie  action  of  the  otbras,  procured 
495,  107  Pac.  1111, 19  Ann.  Cas.  608;  writs  for  the  arrest  of  the  plaintiff. 
Page  V.  Citizens'  Bankii^  Co.,  Ill  their  debtor,  and  gave  them  to  thf> 
Ga.  73,  36  S.  £.  418,  78  A.  S.  R.  144,  same  officer,  mnce  the  detention  of  t^A 

51  L.RA.  463;  Burronghs  t.  East-  plaintiff  in  jail,  though  by  virtue  ot 
man,  101  Hidt,  419,  59  N.  W.  817,  ^  several  writs,  was  but  a  sin^e  injary. 
A.  S.  R.  419,  24  L.R.A.  859.   For  a     Note:  81  Am.  Dee.  731. 

leading  case  stating  the  general  prin-     See  also  Tobts. 
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another  only  for  compensatory  damages.^  But  in  another  case  where 
the  arresting  officers  and  those  who  subsequently  detained  the  pris- 
oner both  acted  illegally,  but  in  different  respects  and  without  con- 
cert of  action,  they  were  held  jointly  liable  only  for  that  part  of  the 
imprisonment  in  which  they  all  concurred.' 

33.  Pleading. — It  follows  from  the  nature  of  the  action  of  false 
imprisonment  that  no  allegation  of  malice  or  corrupt  motive  is  neces- 
sary in  the  complaint.'  But  where  the  complaint  does  in  fact  allege 
mfJice  and  want  of  probable  cause,  the  plaintiff  has  been  held  bound 
to  prove  these  allegations  or  fail  in  his  cause.'  A  plea  of  justification 
must  be  so  complete  that  the  court  can  pass  on  the  sufficiency  of 
the  defense;  thus,  if  it  states  an  arrest  by  a  constable  on  reasonable 
suspicion,  of  felony,  it  should  set  forth  the  grounds  of  the  suspicion.* 
If  the  defendant,  in  an  action  for  imprisonment  of  a  passenger  by 
the  conductor  of  a  train,  pleaded  only  the  general  issue,  the  defense 
that  the  plaintiff  was  evading  fare  and  behaving  in  a  disorderly  man-  . 
ner  is  not  open.*  The  plaintiff  must  allege  in  his  complaint  the 
cause  of  action  which  he  is  seeking  to  enforce,  that  is,  a  false  impris- 
onment; but  since  the  forcible  confinement  of  one  person  by  another 
is  ipso  facto  tortious,  it  is  sufficient  for  the  plaintiff  to  allege  such 
imprisonment,  and  if  nothing  more  appears  from  the  complaint, 
it  is  a  sufficient  allegation  of  the  plaintiff's  cause  of  action.*®  The 
allegation  that  plaintiff  was  imprisoned  for  two  hours  without  prob- 
able cause  has  been  held  a  sufficient  allegation  of  illegality.**  An 
express  allegation  that  the  imprisonment  was  against  the  will  of  the 
plaintiff  is  not  necessary,  if  the  facts  narrated  sufficiency  show  the 
absence  of  collusion  or  consent  on  his  part** 

34.  Measure  of  Damages. — The  damages  which  the  plaintiff  may 
recover  in  an  action  of  false  imprisonment  are  usually,  by  the  very 
nature  of  the  wrong  done,  incapable  of  exact  measurement,  and  must 
rest  largely  in  the  discretion  of  the  jury.   Unless  the  defendant  is 

4.  Nelson  v.  Halvorson,  117  Minn.  Mass.  159,  96  N.  E.  58,  Ann.  Cas. 
255,  135  N.  W.  818,  Ann.  Cas.  1913D  1912C  1147,  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  406. 
104  and  note.   Contra,  Holley  v.  Mix,      10.  Floyd  v.  State,  12  Ark.  43,  54 
3  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  360,  20  Am.  Dee.  Am.  Dec.  250;  Mitchell  v.  State,  12 
702.  Ark.  50,  54  Am.  Dec.  253;  McAleer 

5.  Bath  V.  Metcalfe,  145  Mass.  274,  v.  Good,  216  Pa.  St.  473,  65  Atl.  934, 
14  N.  B.  133,  1  A.  S.  R.  455.  116  A.  S.  R.  782,  10  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

6.  Colter  v.  Lower,  35  Ind.  285,  9  303  and  note;  Bergeron  v.  Peyton,  106 
Am.  Rep.  735.  Wis.  377,  82  N.  W.  291,  80  A.  S.  B. 

7.  Rifh  V.  Mclnemy,  103  Ala.  345,  33. 

16  So.  663,  49  Am.  Rep.  32.    Contra,  Notes:  54  Am.  Dec.  269  ;  21  Ann. 

inxon  V.  Reeves,  65  Minn.  159,  67  N.  Cas.  460. 

W.  989,  33  L.R.A.  506,  holding  snch  11.  Nixon  v.  Reeves,  65  Minn.  159, 

•negations  to  be  surplusage.  67  N.  W.  989,  33  L.R.A.  506. 

8.  Wade  v.  Chaflee,  8  R.  I.  224,  5  12.  Bolton  v.  VeUihes,  94  Va.  393, 
Am.  Rep.  572.  26  S.  E.  847,  64  A.  S.  R.  737, 

9.  Hall  V.  Boston,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  210 
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shown  to  have  acted  maliciously,  or  with  wanton  and  reckless  disr^ard 
of  his  duty  and  of  the  plaintiff's  rights,  they  should  be  compensatory 
only ;  that  is,  such  as  fairly  to  compensate  him  for  his  loss  of  time, 
the  expenses  incurred  in  procuring  his  release,  and  the  indignity, 
humiliation  and  suffering  which  he  has  undergone.^*  If  the  arr^t 
was  illegal  only  because  made  before  the  issuance  of  a  warrant,  the 
plaintiff  can  recover  damages  only  for  his  detention  till  the  time 
when  he  was  turned  over  to  an  officer  holding  a  valid  warrant.** 
Liabilities  incurred  by  the  plaintiff  for  legal  service  in  procuring  his 
release,  or  medical  treatment  for  his  bodily  injuries,  may  be  recov- 
ered,*' though  they  have  not  yet  been  paid,**  and  though  the  plain- 
tiff was  permitted  to  go  at  large  on  his  own  recognizance.*'  There 
is  no  precise  measure  of  damages  in  such  cases.  It  is  impossible 
to  ascertain  in  money  the  exact  equivalent  for  bodily  or  mentel  pain. 
Therefore,  where  they  are  elements  of  damage  to  be  estimated  by  a 
*  'i^^y>  the  verdict  will  not  be  disturbed,  unless  it  is  so  excessive  as 
to  suggest  prejudice,  passion,  or  ill-will.** 

35«  Special  Elements  Included  in  Compensatwy  Damages.- — ^Any 
elements  of  the.  arrest  or  imprisonment  which  increase  its  hardships 
to  the  plaintiff  may  be  proved  to  add  to  the  amount  which  will 
constitute  such  fair  compensation,**  such  as  the  filthy  condition  of 


13.  Beckwith  t.  Bean,  98  U.  S.  266,  17.  Worden  v.  Davis,  195  N.  Y.  391, 
26  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  124;  Ross  v.  Kohler,  88  N.  E.  745,  22  L.RJL(N.S.)  1196 
163  Ky.  583,  174  S.  W.  36,  L.R.A.  and  note. 

1915D  621  and  note;  v.  Mitch-     18.  Fotheruigb{un  t.  Adams  Ex- 

ell,  13  Micb.  63,  86  Am.  Dee.  75;  press  Co.,  36  Fed.  252,  1  LJI.A.  474; 
Ross  V.  Legett,  61  Mich.  445,  28  N.  Nelson  v.  Kellogg,  162  Cal.  621,  123 
W.  695,  1  A.  S.  R.  608;  Mumford  t.  Pae.  1115,  Ann.  Cas.  1913D  759;  Page 
Statmont,  139  Mich.  188,  102  N.  W.  v.  Mitchell,  13  Mich.  63,  86  Am.  Dec. 
662,  69  L.R.A.  350;  Duggaa  v.  Balti-  75;  Nelson  v.  Halvorson,  117  Minn, 
more,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  159  Pa.  St.  248,  255,  135  N.  W.  818,  Ann.  Cas.  1913D 
28  Atl.  182,  186,  39  A.  S.  R.  672;  104;  Kroeger  Passmora,  36  Moat. 
Goodell  v.  Tower,  77  Vt.  61,  58  Atl.  604, 93  Pac  805, 14  L.E.A.(N.S.)  988; 
790,  107  A.  S.  R.  745;  Bolton  v.  Vel-  Bolton  v.  Vellines,  94  Va.  393,  26  S. 
lines,  94  Va.  393,  26  S.  E.  847,  64  E.  847,  64  A.  S.  R.  737;  Bergeron  t. 
A.  S.  R.  737.  Peyton,  106  Wis.  377,  82  N.  W.  291, 

Notes:  7  A.  S.  R.  535;  69  A.  S.  B.  80  A.  S.  R.  33. 
521.  Notes:  54  Am.  Dee.  2n;  47  LJLA. 

See  also  Daicaqes,  vol.  8,  pp.  465,  43. 
532.  And  see  Dauaoes,  vol.  8,  pp.  468, 

14.  McCullongh  v.  Greenfield,  133  512. 

Mich.  463,  96  N.  W.  532, 1  Ann.  Cas.  19.  Colter  t.  Lower,  35  Ind.  285.  9 
924,  62  L.R.A.  906.  Am.  Rep.  735;  New  Tork,  etc.,  R.  Co. 

Note:  19  Ann.  Cas.  971.  v.  Waldron,  116  Md.  441,  82  Atl.  709, 

15.  Note:  47  L.R.A.  43.  See  also  39  XiJl.A.(N.S.)  502;  Gallon  v.  Hoase 
Damages,  vol.  8,  pp.  496-498,  499.  of  Good  Shepherd,  158  Mich.  361,  122 

16.  Nelson  v.  Kellogg,  162  Cal.  621,  N.  W.  631, 133  A.  S.  R.  387,  24  UR-A. 
123  Pac.  U16,  Ann.  Cas.  1913D  759  (N.S.)  286,  See  also  Dahagu,  toI. 
and  note.    See  also  Dahagbs,  vol.  8,  8,  p.  465. 

pp.  500-501. 
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the  jail  in  which  be  was  lodged,***  or  that  he  lost  bis  ^ployment  by 
his  imprisonment/  or  that  the  fact  of  bis  arrest  and  the  charges 
made  against  him  were  published  in  a  newspaper,-  or  that  he  was 
wrongfully  conlined  in  an  insane  asylum.'  But  it  is  generally  held 
that  it  is  not  competent  to  show  that  the  plaintiff  was  married  and 
had  ft  family,*  or  that  tlie  defendant  had  put  handcuffs  on  him, 
tf  there  was  nothing  to  show  that  this  was  done  uureasonably.'  So 
a  police  oflicer  who  arrests  without  warrant  a  person  whom  the  police 
ofticiais  desired'  to  interview,  is  answerable  in  damages  for  mistreat- 
ment of  the  prisoner  by  such  oiHcials  while  they  are  subjecting  him 
to  examination  in  the  absence  of  the  officer  • 

36.  Exemplary  or  Punitive  Damages. — ^If  the  wrong  was  done 
maliciously  or  wantonly,  vindictive  damages  are  recoverable,  and  as 
to  these  the  extent  of  the  jury's  discretion  is  even  wider  than  in  the 
case  of  compensatory  damages.'  Malice,  as  used  in  this  connection, 
does  not  necessanly  mean  anger,  or  a  malevolent  or  vindictive  feel- 
ing toward  tlie  plaintiff;  but  a  wrongful  act  without  reasonable  excuse 
is  malicious  within  the  legal  meaning  of  the  term.*  Consequently, 
evidence  of  the  ill-will  of  the  defendant  toward  the  plaintiff,  of  the 
lack  of  reasonable  cause  for  the  imprisonment,  or  of  wanton  abuse 
of  the  process  by  the  defendant,  may  be  admitted  in  evidence  to 
enhance  the  damages.'  And  on  the  other  hand,  evidence  of  the 
defendant's  good  faith,  and  of  his  having  reasonable  grounds  to 
believe  the  prosecution  valid  and  just,  is  admissible  to  rebut  the 
claim  of  vindictive  damages,  but  not  to  reduce  the  verdict  below 
the  actual  damage  sufTored.'**  The  question  whether  a  principal  may 

20.  Grimes  v.  Greenblatt,  47  Colo.  See  also  Dauages,  vol.  8,  p.  631. 

495,  107  Pac.  1111,  10  Ann.  Cas.  608  6.  McCuIlough  v.   Greenfleld,  133 

and  note;  Stoecker  t.  Natlianson,  5  Mich.  463,  05  N.  W.  532,  1  Ann.  Cas. 

Neb.  (nnomcial)  Rep.  435,  98  N.  W.  024,  62  L.R.A.  906.  As  to  humiliation 

1061,  70  L.R.A.  667.  Sec  contra,  Seid-  as  an  element  of  damage,  see  Dau- 

ler  V.  Burns,  84  Conn.  Ill,  79  All.  ages,  vol.  8,  p.  521. 

53,  33  L.R.A.(N.S.)  291,  holding  that  6.  Ross  v.  Kohler,  163  Ky.  583,  174 

the  bad  condition  of  the  jail  over  S.  W.  36,  L.K.A.1915D  G21. 

which  the  defendant  had  no  control  is  7.  Bernhcimer  v.  Becker,  102  Md. 

not  an  element  in  tlic  damages.    The  250,  62  Atl.  526,  111  A.  S.  R.  356,  3 

case,  however,  is  called  one  for  mall-  L.R.A.(N.S.)  221;  Ross  v.  Leggctt,  61 

cioas  prosecution,  and  this  part  of  ttie  Afich.  445,  28  N.  W.  695,  1  A.  S.  R. 

opinion  is  a  dictum.  60S. 

Note:  33  L.R.A.(N.S.)  291.  Note:  54  Am.  Dec.  270.    See  gen- 

1.  Stoecker  v.  Nathanson,  5  Neb.  erally  Damages,  vol.  8,  p.  579  et  seq. 
(nnofficial)  Rep.  435,  98  N.  W.  1061,  8.  Bolton  v.  Vellines,  94  Va.  303, 
70  L.R.A.  667.  26  8.  E.  847,  64  A.  S.  R.  737. 

2.  Filer  v.  Smith,  96  Mich.  347,  55  9.  Palmer  v.  Maine  Cent.  B.  Co., 
N.  W.  999,  35  A.  S.  R.  603.  92  Me.  399,  42  Atl.  800,  69  A.  S.  R. 

3.  Hewlett  v.  George,  68  Miss.  703,  513,  44  L.RA..  673. 

9  So.  885,  13  L.R.A.  682.  10.  Beckwith  v.  Bean.  98  U.  S.  266. 

4.  Bergeron  v.  Peyton,  106  Wis.  25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  124;  Rogers  v.  "Wil- 
377,  82  N.  W.  291,  80  A.  S.  R.  33.  son,  Minor  (Ala.)  407,  12  Am.  Dec 
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become  liable  for  vindictive  damages  because  of  the  malice  or  wanton- 
ness of  his  agent,  the  principal  himself  being  without  personal  fault, 
is  a  question  on  which  the  decisions  are  in  conflict.  Some  hold  that 
the  principal  or  master  is  never  so  liable,'^  while  others  assert  the 
liability  under  certain  circumstances.*' 

37.  Evidence. — Most  of  the  rulings  on  evidence  in  case  of  false 
imprisonment,  as  in  every  class  of  cases,  are  mere  applications  of 
the  substantive  law  of  the  cause  of  action,  and  will  be  found  stated 
in  their  proper  place  in  the  earlier  part  of  this  article,  or  else  they 
are  merely  statements  of  the  general  rules  of  evidence.  Some  rulings 
however  are  so  specially  pertinent  to  cases  of  false  imprisonment  that 
they  are  proper  to  be  inserted  here.  Where  the  plaintiff  has  been 
imprison^  by  the  agent  of  the  defendant  acting  in  the  course  of 
his  employment,  the  declarations  as  well  as  the  conduct  of  such 
agent  are  admissible  against  the  principal.**  The  declarations  of  the 
officers  who  made  the  arrest  that  the  defendant  had  accused  the 
plaintifif  of  theft  have  been  held  admissible  as  a  part  of  the  res  gestae,** 
but  the  remark  of  a  mere  bystander  as  to  the  reasonableness  of  the 
force  used  on  the  plaintiff  is  not  admissible.*^  If  Uie  plaintiff  has 
given  in  evidence,  as  part  of  the  res  gestae,  statements  of  the  officer 

61;  Oat?s  v.  Bollock,  136  Ala.  537,  33  kranz  v.  Barber,  115  III.  331,  3  N.  E. 

So.  835,  96  A.  S.  R.  38;  Rogers  v.  93,  56   Am.   Rep.  169;   Staples  t. 

Toliver,  139  Ga.  281,  77  S.  E.  28,  Ann.  Schmid,  18  R.  I.  224,  26  Atl.  193,  19 

Cas.  1914A  1017  and  note,  45  L.R.A.  L.K.A.  824. 

(N.S.)  64  and  note;  Wachsmuth  v.  12.  Fotheringham  v.  Adams  Ex- 
Merchants'  Nat.  Bank,  96  Mich.  426,  press  Co.,  36  Fed.  252,  1  L.R.A.  474; 
56  N.  W.  9,  21  L.R.A.  278;  Neall  v.  Wheeler,  etc.,  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Boyce,  36 
Hart,  115  Pa.  St.  347,  8  Atl.  628,  2  Kan.  350,  13  Pac.  609,  59  Am.  Rep. 
A.  S.  R.  559.  571;  Jackson  v.  American  Telephone, 

Note:  51  L.R.A.  219,  220  ;  8  Ann.  etc.,  Co.,  139  N.  C.  347,  51  S.  E.  1015, 

Cas.  36.  70  L.R.A.  738;  Gillingham  v.  Ohio 

The  distinction  between  the  right  to  River  R.  Co.,  35  W.  Va.  588,  14  S. 

actual  damage,  wliich  cannot  be  les-  E.  243,  29  A.  S.  R.  827,  14  L.R.A. 

sened  by  proof  of  good  faith  on  de-  798;  Davis  v.  Chesapeake,  etc.,  R.  Co., 

fendant's  part  or  of  provocations  giv-  61  W.  Va.  246,  56  S.  E.  400,  9  L.R.A. 

en  by  the  plaintiff,  and  the  claim  for  (N.S.)  993.    See  also  Dauagics,  toI. 

vindictive  damages,  when  all  the  cir-  8,  p.  597  et  seq. 

cumstances  are  admissible  to  enhance  13.  White  v.  Apsley  Rubber  Co.,  194 
or  mitigate  the  amount  so  to  be  given,  Mass.  97,  80  N.  E.  500,  8  L.R.A. (N.S.) 
is  very  clearly  and  convincingly  made  484.    As  to  the  declarations  of  an 
in  Prentiss  v.  Shaw,  56  Me.  427,  96  agent  as  binding  on  his  principal  gen- 
Am.  Dec.  475,  a  case  where  the  plain-  erally,  see  Admissions  and  Declara- 
tiff  was  imprisoned  by  a  popular  gath-  tions,  vol.  1,  p.  507  et  seq. 
ering  for  expressing  joy  at  the  assassi-  14.  Rich  v.  Mclnemy,  103  Ala.  345, 
nation  of  President  Lincoln.   See  also  15  So.  663,  49  A.  S.  R.  32. 
on  this  point  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  1018  Note:  57  A.  S.  R.  615. 
note.  And  see  generally,  Evtoencb,  vol. 

11.  Lakeshore,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Pren-  10,  p.  974  et  seq. 

tice,  147  U.  S.  101,  13  S.  Ct.  261,  37  15.  Marks  v.  Sullivan,  8  Utah  406, 

U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  97  and  note;  Rosen-  32  Pac.  668,  20  L.R.A.  590.    As  to 
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when  handcuiBog  him,  other  statements  made  hy  the  officer  at  the 
same  time,  justifying  his  action,  should  be  admitted.*'  Statements 
made  by  the  plaintiff,  tending  to  show  that  he  was  guilty  of  the 
offense  with  which  he  was  charged,  although  made  after  the  impris- 
onment, are  admissible  where  the  issue  was  as  to  Hhe  existence  of 
reasonable  cause.  The  plaintiff's  actual  criminality  tends  to  show 
reasonable  ground  for  his  arrest.*'  The  plaintiff  may  properly  testify 
to  his  own  feelings  of  humiliation  by  the  arrest.*^  It  is  held  that  in 
a  case  proper  for  exemplary  damages,  the  defendant's  financial  con- 
dition may  be  shown,  and  that  such  evidence  will  support  a  verdict 
against  each  of  several  for  different  amounts."  The  character  of 
tile  plaintiff  in  an  action  for  false  imprisonment  is  not  in  issue  nnleds 
it  ifl  attacked  by  the  defendant,  and  therefore  in  the  absence  of  such 
attack  evidence  of  the  good  character  of  the  plaintiff  will  not  be 
received.*® 

38.  Special  Facts  Provable  in  Mitigation  of  Damages. — That  the 
plaintiff's  general  reputation  before  the  arrest  was  bad  has  been  held 
admissible  "to  rebut  the  proof  of  want  of  probable  cause  and  also 
in  mitigation  of  damages,"  *  at  least  where  the  plaintiff  had  intro- 
duced evidence  of  his  good  reputation  without  objection.*  So  the 
defendant  may  prove  in  mitigation  of  damages  that  the  arrest  was 
made  by  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  time  of  war, 
for  alleged  disloyal  actions  of  the  plaintiff;  *  or  that  the  defendant, 
a  policeman,  was  acting  under  orders  from  his  superior  officers  to 
arrest  all  women  foimd  loitering  on  the  street  at  night^  The  advice 
given  to  defendant  by  counsel  may  be  evidence  of  his  good  faith; 
•  but  it  must  appear  that  the  facts  and  evidence  known  to  tiio  defend- 
ant had  been  fully  and  fairly  laid  before  such  counsel.* 

the  admissibility  of  statements  made  64  N.  W.  722,  50  A.  S.  R.  598.  See 

by  bystanders  generally,  see  Evidence,  also  Evidekce,  vol.  10,  p.  947  et  seq. 

to!.  10,  pp.  980--981.  1.  Rosenkranz  v.  Barker,  115  lU, 

16.  Rogers  v.  Wilson,  Minor  (Ala.)  331,  3  N.  E.  93,  56  Am.  Rep.  169.  As 
407,  12  Am.  Dec.  61.  to  mitigation  of  damages  generally,  see 

Note:  49  A.  S.  R.  41.  Da3uges,  vol.  8,  p.  550  et  seq. 

See  also  Evidence,  vol.  10,  p.  935.     2.  Rogers  v.  Wilson,  Minor  (Ala.) 

17.  Beckwith  v.  Btan,  98  U.  S.  266,  407,  12  Am.  Dee.  61;  Pinkerton  v. 
25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  124;  Rogers  v.  Wil-  Verberg,  78  Mich.  573,  44  N.  W.  579, 
son,  Minor  (Ala.)  407,  12  Am.  Dec.  18  A.  S.  R.  473,  7  L.R.A.  507;  Texas 
61.  Midland  R.  Co.  v.  Dean,  98  Tex.  517, 

18.  Mumford    v.    Starmont,    139  85  S.  W.  1135,  70  L.R.A.  943. 
Mich.  188,  102  N.  W.  662,  64  L.R.A.     Note:  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  756. 

350.    See  also  Daiuoes,  vol.  8,  p.  3.  Beekwitb  v.  Bean,  98  U.  S.  266, 

637.  25  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  124;  Johnson  v. 

19.  Nelson  v.  Halvorson,  117  Minn.  Jones,  44  111.  142,  92  Am.  Dec.  159. 
255,  135  N.  W.  818,  Ann.  Cas.  1913D  4.  Klien  v.  Pollard,  149  Mich.  200, 
104  and  note.  112  N.  W.  717,  119  A.  S.  R.  670,  10 

See  also  Damages,  vol.  8,  pp.  632-  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1008. 
635;  Evidence,  vol.  10,  p.  957.  6.  Filer  v.  Smith,  96  Mich,  347,  55 

20.  Diers  v.  Mallon,  46  Neb.  121,  N.  W.  999,  35  A.  S.  B.  603. 
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39.  Spedal  Defenses. — ^In  the  cognate  action  of  malicious  prose- 
cution,  the  conviction  of  the  plainti£F  of  the  offense  for  which  he 

Was  prosecuted  is  conclusive  against  the  maintenance  of  the  action 
Whether  the  same  result  follows  in  an  action  for  false  imprison- 
ment is  a  question  on  which  the  rulings  of  the  courts  somewhat  differ. 
It  has  be^  held  in  some  cases  that  a  conviction  is  a  bar  to  the 
action  for  false  imprisonment,  as  well  as  to  that  for  malicious  prose- 
cution ;  and  in  others  that  it  is  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  validity 
of  the  arrest.  It  would  seem  that  the  logical  distinction  is  this.  If 
the  imprisonment  is  claimed  to  have  been  illegal  because  the  plain- 
tiff was  arrested  without  a  warrant  and  without  probable  cause,  his 
plea  of  guilty  of  the  offense  charged,  or  his  conviction  thereof  upon 
trial,  may  well  be  held  conclusive  as  to  the  existence  of  probable  cause. 
In  such  a  c&se  the  issue  is  substantially  the  same  as  in  the  action 
for  false  imprisonment'  But  if  the  ground  of  the  action  is  not 
the  want  of  probable  cause  for  the  arrest,  but  the  violation  of  the 
law  or  exceeding  its  authority  in  some  other  respect,  the  conviction 
of  the  prisoner  may  not  be  conclusiTO,  or  even  material,  on  the  issue. 
One  may  have  been  guilty  of  some  crime,  and  yet  be  entitied  to 
redress  for  his  illegal  imprisonment  in  the  course  of  the  prosecution 
therefor.*  Of  course  it  is  a  defense  to  the  action  that  the  plaintiff 
consented,  without  duress  or  fraud,  to  the  acts  of  which  he  complains. 
The  most  frequent  instance  of  this  defense  is  where  he  consented  to 
being  released  after  arrest  without  being  brought  before  the  court.* 
If  the  action  is  in  two  counts,  for  false  imprisonment  and  for  mali- 
cious prosecution,  both  of  said  counts  being  based  on  the  same  acts, 
but  one  recovery  can  be  had ;  and  a  lecovery  on  one  count  bars  the  * 
right  to  judgment  on  the  otiier.^^  And  satisfaction  received  from 
one  of  several  co-defendants,  or  a  release  given  to  one,  discharges  the 
others.**  If  a  person  has  been  imprisoned  for  a  time  in  a  civil  action, 
and  afterward  released  pending  the  action,  a  right  of  action  for  the 
false  imprisonment  is  complete  at  the  time  of  the  release;  and  the 
statute  of  limitations  runs  from  that  time,  and  not  from  the  terminal 
tion  of  the  civil  action.^* 

6.  See  Malicious  Pbosecdtion.  claimed  to  have  been  stolen,  said  to  the 

7.  Erie  R.  Co.  v.  Reigherd,  166  Fed.  ofRcera  who  demanded  from  him  the 
247,  92  C.  C.  A.  590,  16  Ann.  Cas.  wire,  "No,  you  take  me,  bat  you  can't 
459,  20  Li.RA.(N.S.)  295  and  note.  take  the  wire,"  is  not  a  consent  to  his 

8.  McCulIough  V.  OreenSeld,  133  arrest  or  imprisonment.  Grimes  t. 
Mich.  463,  96  N.  W.  532,  1  Ann.  Caa.  Greenblatt,  47  Colo.  495,  107  Pae. 
924,  62  L.R.A.  906.  1111,  19  Ann.  Cas.  608. 

9.  Twilley  v.  Perkins,  77  Md.  252,  10.  Boeger  t.  Langeoben*,  97  Mo. 
26  Atl.  286,  39  A.  S.  R.  408, 19  L.R.A.  390,  11  S.  W.  223,  10  A.  S.  B.  322. 
632;  Keefe  v.  Hart,  213  Mass.  476,  Contra,  21  Ann.  Cas.  460  note. 

100  N.  E.  558,  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  716.     11.  See  supra,  par.  32. 

Bat  the  fact  that  the  plaintiff,  being     12.  Gordon  v.  West,  129  Oa.  532, 
in   possession   of  wire   which   was  59  S.  E.  232,  13  L.BA.(N^)  649. 
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1.  Scope  of  Article. — The  law  not  only  affords  civil  relief,  both 
affirmative  and  negative,  from  the  consequences  of  false  representa- 
tions in  all  forms,^  but  also  penalizes  them  in  many  of  their  phases.' 
And  in  addition  to  these  outgrowths  of  the  law's  abhorrence  of  false 
dealings,  we  have  the  specific  crime  of  obtaining  property  by  false 
pretenses,  with  which  this  article  deals  both  as  to  sutetuice  and  as 
to  procedure,  except  in  so  far  as  the  latter  may  involve  more  f^pU- 
cations  of  general  criminal  practice.' 

2.  Definitions. — It  may  be  true,  ae  has  been  judicially  declared, 
that  the  term  "false  pretenses"  has  no  technical  meaning  different 
from  that  of  its  common  acceptation.*  It  will  be  found,  however, 
that  when  it  is  used  to  denote  the  offense  of  obtaining  property  by 
false  pretenses,  its  definition  almost  invariably  embodies  the  constit- 
uent elements  of  the  offense.  This  is  done  in  the  definition  of  the 
common  law  offense  of  cheating,  from  which  the  crime  now  known 
as  false  pretenses  waa  evolved.  At  common  law  "cheats"  not  amount- 
ing to  a  felony  are  such  as  are  effected  by  deceitful  or  illegal  sym- 
bols or  tokens  which  may  affect  the  public  at  large  and  against  which 
common  prudence  cannot  guard,  to  the  injury  of  one  in  some  pecu- 
niary interest.'  The  two  offenses,  however,  are  not  identical,  as 
appears  even  in  early  definitions,  as  that  a  false  pretense  is  a  delu- 
sive appearance  produced  by  false  representations,'  or  is  a  false  rep- 
resentation of  a  fact  or  circumstance  calculated  to  mislead.'  This 
is  generally  embodied  in  the  statement  that  false  pretenses  as  under- 
stood in  the  criminal  law,  as  a  means  of  obtaining  tiie  title  or  pos- 
session of  personal  property,  import  an  intentional  false  statement 
concerning  a  material  matter  of  fact,  in  reliance  on  which  the  title 
or  possession  of  property  is  parted  with.'   The  elements  of  both  a 

1.  8ee  such  articles  as  Alteration  4.  State  v.  Keyes,  196  Mo.  136,  93 
01  Instsuuxnts,  vol  1,  p.  990  et  S.  W.  801,  7  Ann.  Cas.  23,  6  L.R.A. 
seq.;  Cancellation  or  Instbuuents,  (N.S.)  369. 

vol.  4,  p.  494  et  seq. ;  Contracts,  vol.  5.  Hammer  v.  State,  3  7^  Ind.  199, 

6,  p.  932  et  seq.;  Equity,  vol.  10,  p.  89  N.  E.  850,  140  A.  S.  R.  248,  21 
316  et  seq.;  Estoppel,  vol.  10,  p.  691  Ann.  Cas.  1034,  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  795; 
et  seq.;  Fraud  and  Deceit;  Kefor-  State  v.  Renick,  33  Ore.  584,  56  Pac. 
mation  of  Instruments ;  Sales;  Spb-  275,  72  A.  S.  R.  758,  44  L.R.A.  266. 
ciFic  Pbrfokicancb;  Vendor  and  6.  People  v.  Eaynes,  14  Wend.  (N. 
Purchaser.  T.)  546,  28  Am.  Dec.  530. 

2.  See  such  articles  as  CoNSPnucr,  7.  People  t.  Jordan,  66  CaL  10,  4 
vol.  5,  p.  1075;  Counterfeiting,  vol.  Pac.  773,  56  Am.  Rep.  73. 

7,  p.  913;  Embezzlement,  voL  9,  p.  8.  People  v.  Jordan,  66  Cal.  10,  4 
1262;  Food,  post;  Forgery;  Larceny;  Pae.  773,  56  Am.  Rep.  73;  People  v. 
Post  Office;  Weights  AND  Measures.  Miller,  169  N.  Y.  339,  62  N.  E.  41S, 

3.  See  CRnONAL  Law,  vol.  8,  p.  67  88  A.  S.  R.  546;  People  v.  Orris,  52 
«t  seq.  Colo.  244,  121  Pao.  163,  41  L.R.A. 
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common  law  cheat  and  the  mora  modern  false  pretense,  seem  Bom»- 
times  combined  in  a  statutory  definition  of  swindling.* 

3.  Distinctions. — The  distinction  between  the  crime  of  obtaining 
money  or  goods  by  false  pretenses  and  that  of  larceny  rests  in  the 
intention  with  which  the  owner  parts  with  possession.  Thus,  if 
possession  is  obtained  by  fraud  and  the  owner  intends  to  part  with 
his  title  as  well  as  his  possession  the  offense  is  that  of  obtaining  prop- 
erty by  false  pretenses,  provided  the  means  by  which  it  is  acquired 
are  such  as  in  law  are  false  pretenses.  But  if  possession  ia  fraudulently 
obtained  with  present  intent  on  the  part  of  tiie  person  obtaining 
it  to  convert  the  property  to  his  own  use,  and  the  owner  intends  to 
part  with  bis  possession  merely  and  not  with  his  title,  the  offense  is 
larceny.'^*  And  the  same  distinction  differentiates  the  crime  of  false 
prewuses  and  that  of  embezzlement  False  pretenses  are  distinguished 
from  forgery  in  that  where  a  false  and  fictitious  document  is  used 
which  was  executed  by  a  third  person  and  the  person  so  using  it  rep- 
resents it  to*  be  executed  by  himself  he  is  guilty  of  false  pretenses,  but 
if  he  represents  the  document  as  that  of  the  real  maker  he  is  guilty  of 
uttering  a  forged  instrument.**  The  extent  to  which  these  distinctions 
have  been  affected  or  obliterated  by  the  broadening  of  the  definitions 
of  the  cognate  crimes  referred  to  belongs  to  the  articles  dealing  with 
those  crimes.'* 

4.  The  Offense  at  Common  Law. — At  common  law  the  obtaining 
of  property  by  a  false  representation  of  fact  is  not  necessarily  a  crime. 
The  various  forms  of  indictable  fraud  are  classed  under  the  head  of 
"cheats,"  and  to  constitute  the  offense  there  must  be  used  a  false 
token  or  symbol  of  such  a  nature  as  to  affect  the  public  and  as  common 
prudence  cannot  guard  against  The  cheat  must  be  effected  by  means 
of  some  token  or  device  having  the  semblance  of  public  authenticity, 
such  as  spurious  money  of  the  realm  or  banknotes  circulating  through- 

{N.S.)  170;  State  ▼.  Fo«ton,  16fl  la.  and  note;  Smith  v.  People,  53  N.  Y. 
181,  147  N.  W.  347,  52  L.R.A.(N.S.)  Ill,  13  Am.  Rep.  474;  Loomis  v. 
919;  State  v.  Whedbee,  152  N.  C.  770,  People,  67  N.  Y.  322,  23  Am.  ttep. 
67  S.  E.  60,  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  363;  123;  Zink  v.  People,  77  N.  Y.  114,  33 
State  v.  Miller,  47  Ore.  662,  85  Pac.  Am.  Rep.  589;  People  HiUer,  169 
81, 6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  365;  State  v.  Ham-  N.  Y.  399,  62  N.  E.  418,  88  A.  S.  B. 
melsy,  52  Ore.  156,  96  Pac.  865,  13S  646;  Com.  t.  EiehelbeEsef,  119  Pa.  8t. 
A.  S.  R.  686,  17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  244;  254,  13  Atl.  422,  4  A.  S.  B.  642:  De- 
State  T.  Swan,  55  Wash.  97,  104  Pac  frese  r.  State,  3  Heisk.  (Tenn.)  6.% 
145,  133  A.  S.  R.  1024,  19  Ann.  Cas.  Am.  Rep.  1;  State  T.  Edwards,  51 
1129,  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  675.  W.  Va.  220,  41  S.  E.  429,  59  L.R.A. 

Notes:  26  A.  S.  R.  379;  10  L.RA.  465;  State  t.  Enbe,  20  Wis.  217,  91 
302.  Am  Dec.  390. 

9.  BInm  t.  State,  20  T«.  App.  578,     Notes:  57  Am.  Dec  276  ;  25  A.  S. 


10.  MiUer  t.  Com.,  78  Ky.  16,  39     11.  Note:  25  A.  S.  R.  391. 
Am.  Rep.  194;  State  v.  Buck,  186  Mo.     12.  See  Eubezzlbuskt,  vol.  9,  p. 
15,  84  S.  W.  961,  2  Ann.  Gas.  1007  1264  t4:  seq.;  Fohgert;  Labcxht. 


54  Am.  Rep.  530. 


B.  391:  10  L.RX  303  ;  62  LJt.A.  240. 
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out  tiie  community  as  a  medium  of  exchange,  or  false  weights  and 
measures,^'  or  false  impersonation  of  another  person.^*  But  it  ia 
interesting  in  this  connection  that  by  the  common  law  of  Scotland 
obtaining  goods  by  false  pretenses  was  treated  as  being  on  a  par  in 
point  of  moral  turpitude  with  stealing  and  was  podsfaed  accord- 
ingly.** 

5.  Statutory  Hodificatioiu. — The  common  law  being  obviously 
inadequate  to  the  evils  involved  in  the  kind  of  fraud  under  consider- 
ation, tiie  statute  of  33  Henry  VIII,  chapter  1,  made  it  an  offense 
to  obtain  money  or  goods  by  a  false  privy  token.  But  under  this 
statute  mere  words  were  not  regarded  as  symbols  or  tokens.  The 
statute  did  not,  therefore,  reach  cases  of  fraud  effected  by  verbal  mis- 
representations, however  ingenious  in  their  contrivance  and  well  fit- 
ted to  deceive  the  most  wary ;  and  as  tiie  result  of  a  case  of  flagitious 
fraud,  where  the  perpetrator  went  unpunished  because  no  token  was 
used,  notwithstanding  that  the  means  employed  were  equally  fitted 
to  throw  a  cautious  man  off  his  guard,  the  statute  of  30  George  II, 
chapter  24,  commonly  called  the  statute  against  false  pretenses,  was 
enacted,  providing  for  the  punishment  of  "all  persons  who  know- 
ingly and  designedly,  by  false  pretense  or  pretenses,  shall  obtain  from 
any  person  or  poisons,  money,  goods,  wares,  or  merchandises,  with 
intent  to  cheat  or  defraud  any  person  or  persons  of  the  same.''  This 
statute  was  superseded  by  7  George  IV,  chapter  92,  section  53,  and 
similar  statutes  are  now  generally  in  force  in  the  United  States,** 
some  of  which  provide  also  for  the  punishment  of  attempts  to  commit 
the  defined  offense.*^ 

6.  Construction  of  Statutes. — It  has  been  said  that  statutes  against 
false  pretenses  must,  as  against  the  defendants,  be  construed  strictly, 
and  th&i  nothing  not  within  their  words  will  be  held  within  their 
meaning;  while,  on  the  other  band,  in  favor  of  defendants  the  con- 
struction should  be  liberal.**    In  many  instances  the  courts  have 

13.  People  V.  Garnett,  35  Cal.  470,  16.  Cross  v.  Peters,  1  Greenl.  (Me.) 
95  Am.  Dec.  125;  Hammer  v.  State,  376,  10  Am.  Dec.  78;  Com.  v.  Alt- 
173  Ind.  199,  89  N.  E.  850,  140  A.  S.  hause,  207  Mass.  32,  93  N.  E.  202, 
R.  248,  21  Ann.  Cas.  1034,  24  L.R.A.  31  L.R.A.(N.S.)  999;  People  v. 
(N.S.)  795;  Cross  v.  Peters,  1  Greenl.  Hajmes,  14  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  546,  28 
(Me.)  376,  10  Am.  Dee.  78;  People  v.  Am.  Dec.  530;  Watson  v.  People,  87 
Babcock,  7  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  201,  5  Am.  N.  Y.  561,  41  Am.  Rep.  397;  Com.  v. 
Dec.  256;  People  v.  Haynes,  14  Wend.  Burdick,  2  Pa.  St.  163.  44  Am.  Dec. 
(N.  Y.)  546,  28  Am.  Dec.  530;  State  186. 

V.  Reniek,  33  Ore.  584,  56  Pac.  275,  Under  an  early  Oregon  statute  the 

72  A.  S.  R.  758,  44  L.R.A.  266.  rule  was  the  same  as  under  33  Henry 

14.  State  V.  Renick,  33  Ore.  584,  VHI,  chapter  1.  State  v.  Renick,  33 
66  Pac.  275,  72  A.  S.  R.  758,  44  Ore.  584,  56  Pac.  275,  72  A.  S.  R.  758, 
LJI.A.  266.  44  L.R.A.  266. 

15.  People  V.  Haynes,  14  Wend.  (N.  17.  Graham  v.  People,  181  HI.  477, 
T.)  54iB;  2d  Am.  Dec;  630.   See  infra,  55  N.  E.  179,  47  L.R.A.  731. 

par.  6.  IB.  In  re  Waten&ABt  29  Nev.  288, 
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restricted  the  broact  langaage  of  the  statutes  by  declaring  that  the 
legislature  did  not  intend  to  make  every  imaginable  case  of  fraud 
an  indictable  offense.  Some  judges  have  ventured  to  say  that  an 
attempt  to  punish  criminally  all  kinds  of  fraud  would  ^aust  all 
the  revenues  of  the  state  in  the  building  and  maintenance  of  peni- 
tentiaries.  The  notion  that  it  is  impracticable  to  make  the  criminal 
law  coextensive  with  moral  delinquencies  is  evidently  responsible 
for  the  fact  that  many  cases  of  fraud  and  deceit  are  left  to  be  dealt 
with  exclusively  by  civil  tribunals.**  It  would  certainly  seem,  how- 
ever,  that  .a  law  which  punishes  a  man  for  obtaining  property  by 
means  of  wilful  misrepresentation  or  deliberate  falsehood,  does  not 
establish  a  rule  of  morality  which  can  be  deemed  too  rigid  for 
honest  men.**  Moreover,  it  has  been  judicially  recognized  that  to 
cramp  the  operation  of  such  laws  with  arti6cial  restrictions  would 
tend  to  encourage  fi*aud  and  swindling,'  and  it  has  also  been  sug- 
gested, that  as  the  purpose  of  the  statutes  against  false  pretenses  is 
to  suppress  cheating  they  should  be  construed  liberally  so  as  to 
effectuate  that  purpose.* 

n.  Elbmekts  of  Offense 


Parties 

7.  The  Deceiver. — Being  designed  to  suppress  fraud,  the  modem 
statutes  cover  all  persons  who  obtain  goods  by  false  pretenses.  There 
is  no  exception  in  favor  of  infants.  The  fact  that  an  infant  may 
have  obtained  the  goods  under  a  contract  which  was  voidable  affects 
merely  the  civil  remedy  which  the  party  defrauded  may  have.  The 
privilege  of  infancy  does  not  extend  to  exemption  from  criminal 
responsibility  for  fraud,  certainly  if  the  infant  has  attained  the  age 
capacity  to  commit  crime.*  It  was  at  one  time  supposed  that  a  corpo- 
ration could  not  be  indicted  for  a  crime.  But  although  this  view  has 
been  abandoned,  tiie  question  has  been  raised  whether  a  corporation 
can  be  convicted  of  obtaining  property  by  false  pretenses.  It  has  been 
contended  that  inasmuch  as  intent  is  an  ingredient  of  the  offense, 
inherent  impossibility  renders  the  accusation  against  the  corporation 

89  Pae.  291,  13  Ann.  Cas.  926,  14  S.  E.  108,  49  L.R.A.(N.S.)  574. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  424;  Bates  v.  State,  124  2.  Com.  v.  Watson,  146  Ky.  83, 142 

Wis.  612, 103  N.  W.  251,  4  Ann.  Cas.  S.  W.  200,  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  272. 

365.  3.  Com.  v.  Ferguson,  135  Ky.  32, 

19.  Morgan  v.  State,  42  Ark.  131,  121  S.  W.  967,  21  Ann.  Cas.  434  and 
48  Am.  Rep.  55;  People  v.  Haynes,  note,  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1101  and  note; 
14  Wend.  (N.  T.)  546,  28  Am.  Dec.  People  v.  KendaU,  25  Wend.  (N.  Y.) 
530.  399,  37  Am.  Dec.  240. 

20.  People  v.  Haynes,  14  Wend.  (N.  Note:  36  L.R.A.  203. 

Y.)  546,  28  Am.  Dec.  530.  See  generally,  Ckihiimxi  Llw,  tcL 

1.  StaU  V.  Stone,  96  S.  C.  390,  79  8,  p.  65;  Iktahts. 
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futile.  It  has  been  decided,  however,  that  a  corporation  may  be 
charged  with  the  knowledge  and  the  purposes  of  its  agents  acting 
within'  the  scope  of  the  authority  conferred  upon  them,  and  that 
therefore  if,  with  the  intent  to  cheat,  such  agents  deliver  short  Aveight 
for  a  full  price,  the  corporation  may  be  convicted  of  obtaining  prop- 
erty under  false  pretenses,  at  least  where  the  statutes  of  the  state 
provide  that  the  word  "person"  shall  extend  to  bodies  corporate.* 

8.  The  Deceived. — In  view  of  the  language  of  particular  statutes 
relating  to  false  prcten.«es  there  are  some  early  decisions  which  have 
held  that  no  crime  is  committed  where  the  party  deceived  is  a  cor- 
poration.^ The  question  seoms  to  be  simply  one  of  statutory  construe^ 
tion.  After  considering  the  various  statutes  in  which  the  word  "per- 
son" was  used,  one  court  expres.«Iy  decided  that  corporations  were 
included  in  a  statute  providing  for  the  punishment  of  any  person 
who  by  false  pretense  obtains  property  from  "any  other  person."  • 
Apart  from  the  provision  of  particular  statutes,  there  ought  to  be  no 
diiiiculty  in  holding  that  corporations  are  within  the  protection  of  the 
law  against  false  pretenses.  Certainly  the  agents  of  a  corporation 
may  be  deceived  by  false  pretenses.  It  may  be  added  that  the  law 
appears  to  be  settled  that  the  crime  is  committed  even  though  the 
person  deceived  is  not  the  owner  of  the  property,  it  being  sutticient 
if  he  is  an  agent  or  bailee.' 

Pretense 

9.  Representation  of  Fact. — ^It  became  established  at  an  early  date 
that  to  be  indictable  the  false  pretense  must  relate  to' a  past  event 
or  an  existing  fact,  as  distinguished  from  something  to  take  place 
in  the  future.  The  language  of  the  statutes,  it  was  declared,  could 
not  be  applied  to  a  promise  to  do  something,  however  fraudulent  in 
design  or  hurtful  in  effect  the  promise  may  have  been.  The  dis- 
tinction is  not  based  on  any  difference  in  degrees  of  moral  turpitude 
between  the  two  sorts  of  scoundrelism,  but  upon  the  supposed  neces- 
sity of  limiting  in  some  way  the  broad  signification  of  the  words  of 
the  statute.^    Under  this  rule  a  purchase  of  goods  with  intention 

4.  State  V.  Salisbury  Ice,  etc.,  Co.,  48  Am.  Rep.  55;  People  v.  Orris,  52 
166  N.  C.  366,  81  S.  E.  737,  52  L.K.A.  Colo.  244,  121  Pue.  163,  41  L.H.A. 
(N.S.)  216.  See  generally,  Coepora-  (N.S.)  170;  Perkins  v.  State,  67  lad. 
TiONS,  vol.  7,  p.  764  et  seq.  270,  33  Am.  Rep.  89;  Strong  v.  State, 

5.  Com.  V.  Swinney,  1  Va.  Cas.  146,  86  Ind.  208,  44  Am.  Kep.  292;  Brown 
6  Am.  Dec.  612.  v.  State,  1G6  Ind.  85,  76  N.  E.  881,  8 

6.  Norris  v.  State,  25  Ohio  St.  217,  Ann.  Cas.  1068;  State  v.  Ferris,  171 
18  Am.  Eep.  291.  See  generally,  Cob-  Ind.  562,  86  N.  E.  993,  41  L.R.A. 
PORATIOKS,  vol.  7,  p.  767.  (N.S.)  173;  state  v.  Briggs,  74  Kan. 

7  Notes:  57  Am.  Dec.  278;  10  377,  86  Pae.  447,  10  Ann.  Cas.  904, 
L.R.A.  303.  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  278;  Com.  v.  Fergu- 

8.  Morgan  t.  SUte.  42  Ark.  131,  aon,  135  Ey.  32,  121  S.  W.  067,  21 
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not  to  pay  for  them  is  not  indictable  in  the  absence  of  a  spedal 
statute  making  it  a  crime,  or  in  the  al»ence  of  a  conspira<7  to  defraud. 
Such  a  purchase  does  not  necessarily  involve  any  representation. 
The  purchaser  simply  makes  a  promise,  and  the  promise  is,  under 
the  authorities,  not  a  representation  of  fact  A  distinction  has  been 
made  in  some  cases  between  the  representation  of  a  person's  present 
intention  as  to  a  future  act  and  an  assurance  or  promise  that  an  act 
will  be  done  in  the  future,  but  a  doubt  has  been  expressed  as  to 
whether  the  making  of  a  promise  implies  of  necessity  in  all  cases  a 
present  intention  to  perform  that  promise,  and  considerable  conflict 
has  resulted  on  this  point.*  However,  false  representations  that  per^ 
sons  named  have  in  the  past  entered  into  an  arrangement  and  agree- 
ment to  furnish  money  to  pay  ihe  defendant's  debts,  by  virtue  of 
which  he  obtains  the  signature  of  the  defrauded  party  to  a  promis- 
sory note,  are  indictable  as  false  representations  of  an  existing  fact.^' 
It  is  also  clear  that  the  mere  fact  that  a  representation  relating  to 
a  past  or  existing  fact  is  accompanied  by  a  promise  as  to  a  future 
event  will  not  take  the  case  out  of  the  operation  of  the  statute. 
Where  the  statement  of  fact  and  the  promise  relied  on  as  constitut- 
ing the  crime  may  be  separated  and  reliance  is  placed  in  part  on  the 
former,  the  promise  may  be  disregarded  and  a  conviction  be  had 
on  the  false  statement  of  fact.^* 

10.  Expression  of  Opinion. — Under  the  rule  that  the  representa- 
tion must  relate  to  a  past  event  or  existing  fact^  the  mere  expression 
of  an  opinion  which  is  understood  to  be  only  an  opinion  does  not 
ordinarily  render  the  person  expressing  it  liable  to  a  prosecution 
for  obtaining  property  by  false  pretenses."   Frequentiy  it  is  diffi- 


Ann.  Cas.  434,  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1101; 
People  V.  Rothsteiu,  180  N.  T.  148,  72 
N.  E.  999,  1  Ann.  Cas.  978  and  note; 
Horton  v.  State,  85  Ohio  St.  13,  06 
K.  E.  797,  Ann.  Cas.  19136  90;  Com. 

Burdick,  2  Pa.  St.  163,  44  Am.  Dee. 
186;  Blum  v.  State,  20  Tex.  App.  578, 
54  Am.  Bep.  530. 

Notes:  25  A.  S.  B.  379;  10  L.B.A. 
303. 

9.  Com.  V.  AlthauBe,  207  Mass.  32, 
93  N.  E.  202,  31  L.B.A.(N.S.)  999. 
See  Fraud  akd  Decetp. 

10.  State  V.  Switzer,  63  Yt.  604,  22 
Atl.  724,  25  A.  S.  B.  789. 

11.  Morris  V.  SUte,  54  Fla.  80,  45 
So.  466,  14  Ann.  Cas.  285;  Strong  v. 
State,  86  Ind.  208,  44  Am.  Bep.  292; 
State  V.  Dowe,  27  la.  273, 1  Am.  Bep. 
271;  State  v.  Briggs,  74  Kan.  377,  86 
Pae.  447,  10  Ann.  Cas.  904,  7  L.B.A. 


(N.S.)  278  and  note;  Com.  v. 
Schwartz,  92  Ey.  610,  18  8.  W.  776, 
36  A.  S.  B.  609;  Watson  v.  People,  87 
N.  Y.  561,  41  Am.  Bep.  397;  People 
Miller,  169  N.  Y.  339,  62  N.  E.  418, 
88  A.  S.  B.  546. 

Note:  1  Ann.  Cas.  980. 

12.  MorriB  V.  State,  54  Fla.  80,  45 
So.  456,  14  Ann.  Cas.  285;  State  t. 
Dowe,  27  la.  273,  1  Am.  Rep.  271. 

IS.  Woodbury  r.  State,  69  Ala.  242, 
44  Am.  Bep.  616;  People  t.  Jordan, 
68  Cal.  10,  4  Pae.  773,  56  Am.  Rep. 
73;  Walker  t.  State,  68  Fla.  278,  67 
So.  94,  L.B.A.1915C  1161;  Com.  t. 
Beckett,  119  Ky.  817,  84  S.  W.  758,  27 
Ey.  L.  Rep.  265, 116  A.  8.  B.  285,  68 
LJl-A.  638. 

Note:  35  L.BJL.  435. 

See  generally,  Fbaxtd  m  Dmcbv. 
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cuU  to  draw  the  line  between  an  expression  of  opinion  and  a  repre- 
sentation of  fact,*^  but  if  one  knows  an  opinion  to  be  wroneous  the 
matter  is  as  to  him  not  an  opinion  but  a  subsisting  fact,  and  if  he 
makes  a  statement  contrary  to  what  he  knows  to  be  the  fact  it  would 
aeem  that  he  should  not  be  allowed  to  escape  the  consequences  on 
the  theory  that  his  statement  concerns  a  matter  of  opinion.**  So, 
where  statements  as  to  value  or  quality  are  made  by  a  person  know- 
ing them  to  be  untrue,  with  an  intent  to  deceive  and  mislead  the 
one  to  whom  they  are  made,  and  he  is  thus  induced  to  forbear 
making  inquiries  which  he  otherwise  would  have  made,  the  state- 
ments may  amount  to  an  affirmation  of  fact,  rendering  him  liable 
therefor.  In  such  a  case,  whether  a  representation  is  an  expression 
of  an  opinion  or  an  affirmation  of  a  fact  is  a  question  for  the  jury. 
The  rule  that  no  one  is  liable  for  an  expression  of  an  opinion  is 
applicable  only  when  the  opinion  stands  by  itself  as  a  distinct  thing. 
If  it  is  given  in  bad  faith,  with  knowledge  of  its  untruthfulness, 
to  defraud  others,  the  person  making  it  is  liable,  especially  when 
it  is  as  to  a  fact  affecting  quality  or  value  and  is  peculiarly  within 
the  knowledge  of  the  person  making  it.** 

11.  Actual  Falsity. — To  sustain  a  conviction  for  obtaining  prop- 
erty by  false  pretenses,  it  is  essential  that  the  pretenses  should  actu- 
ally be  false.*'  Hence  intention  to  falsify  and  deceive  are  imma- 
terial where  the  representation  made  is  true,  though  believed  to  be 
false  the  maker.**  Likewise  a  pretense  which  is  false  when  made, 
but  true  by  the  act  of  the  maker  when  relied  thereon,  is  not  a  criminal 
false  pretense.  However,  the  falsity  of  every  pretense  made  is  not 
essential  to  the  crime.  It  is  enough  that  a  material  part  of  the  pre- 
tense was  false,  that  it  was  made  with  intent  to  defraud,  and  that 
it  induced  the  party  sought  to  be  wronged  to  part  with  his  property.** 

12.  PUosibility. — Following  the  common  law  rule  with  respect  to 
.the  crime  of  cheating,  the  early  decisions  dealing  with  the  crime  of 
obtaining  property  by  false  pretenses  declared  that  to  be  indictable 
the  representations  must  be  of  such  a  character  as  to  deceive  a  person 
of  ordinary  caution  and  prudence.  Apparently  some  courts  stiU 
adhere  to  this  rule,  inasmuch  as  they  declare  that  no  criminal  offense 
is  committed  if  the  representations  are  absurd  or  irrational  or  such 

14.  State  T.  Stone,  95  S.  C.  390,  79  27  Ky.  L.  Rep.  265,  115  A.  S.  R.  285, 
S.  E.  108,  49  L.RA.(N.S.)  574.  68  L.R.A.  638;  Doxey  v.  SUte,  47  Tex. 

15.  Kote:  49  LJtA.(K.S.)  575.  Crim.  503,  84  S.  W.  1061, 11  Ann.  Cas. 

16.  Williams  v.  State,  77  Ohio  St.  830. 

468,  83  N.  E.  802,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  18.  State  v.  Wihon,  73  Kan.  343,  84 
1197.  Pac.  737, 117  A.  S.  R.  479. 

17.  State  v.  Matthews,  44  Kan.  596,  Notes:  25  A.  S.  R.  383;  10  UR.A. 
26  Pac.  36,  10  L.R.A.  308;  Com.  v.  304. 

Beckett,  119  Ky.  817,  84  S.  W.  758,     19.  Note:  25  A.  S.  381 
E.  C.  L.  Vol.  XL— 63.  833 
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as  are  not  calculated  to  deceive  the  party  to  whom  they  are  made." 
It  may  be  pointed  out,  however,  that  the  purpose  of  a  statute  against 
false  pretenses  is  not  only  to  protect  owners  of  property  but  also 
to  discourage  cheating  by  punishing  cheaters.  It  is  designed  to  pro- 
tect not  only  the  shrewd  and  the  wary  but  also  the  simple  and  the 
foolish.  And  it  seems  that  by  the  weight  of  authority  the  plausi- 
bility of  the  representations  is  determined  by  the  capacity  of  the 
person  to  whom  they  were  made  and  the  circumstances  under  which 
they  were  made.  For  instance,  a  representation  which  would  not 
have  deceived  an  educated  man  or  one  who  could  see  might  be  cal- 
culated to  deceive  a  blind  man  or  one  in  the  dark,  or  a  child,  or  an 
ignorant  and  superstitious  person.^  There  is  also  some  divergence  of 
authority  as  to  the  character  of  the  question  thus  raised,  one  view 
being  that  the  sufficiency  of  the  representation  to  meet  the  test  of 
criminahty  in  the  matter  of  plausibility  is  determinable  by  the  court,* 
and  another  that  the  question  must  be  decided  by  the  jury  on  all 
the  facts.*  The  modern  authorities,  however,  seem  to  require  merely 
that  the  representations  should  have  actually  deceived  the  victim. 
The  inherent  absurdity  or  lack  of  plausibility  of  the  pretenses  made 
by  the  defendant  is,  of  course,  relevant  on  the  question  whether  or 
not  the  prosecutor  did  rely  upon  them,  and  was  induced  by  them 
to  part  with  his  money;  but,  assuming  that  that  question  is  answered 
in  the  affirmative,  it  would  seem  upon  principle — and  this  appears, 
also,  to  be  the  weight  of  authority — that  it  ought  not  to  make  any 
difference,  so  far  as  the  defendant's  guilt  is  concerned,  whether  the 
pretenses  were  plausible  or  otherwise.  The  pretenses  need  not  be  in 
their  character  calculated  to  deceive  any  class  of  individuals,  or  per- 
sons of  any  degree  of  mentality,  it  being  sufficient  that  the  party 
is  in  fact  deceived.* 

13.  Ability  to  Detect  Falsity.— There  seems  to  have  been  an  eflFort 
in  a  large  number  of  cases  to  shift  the  responsibility  for  the  decep- 
tion to  the  prosecuting  witness  by  showing  that  it  was  by  reason 
of  his  negligence  and  lack  of  precaution  that  the  deception  was  made 

20.  Walker  v.  State,  68  Fla.  278,  67  Horton  v.  State,  85  Ohio  St.  13,  96 

So.  94,  L.R.A.1915C  H61;  State  v.  N.  E.  797,  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  90,  39 

Keyes,  196  Mo.  136,  93  S.  W.  SOL  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  423;  Boven  v.  State,  9 

Ann.  Ca8.23andiiote,6L.R.A.(N.S.)  Baxt.  <TeDn.)  45,  40  Am.  Rep.  71 

arid  note. 

1.  People  T.  Jordan^  66  Cal.  10,  4  2.  State  v.  Keyes,  196  Mo.  136,  93 

Pac  773,  66  Am.  Rep.  73;  Lcfler  v.  S.  W.  801,  7  Ann.  Caa.  23,  6  L.R^, 

State,  153  Ind.  82,  54  N.  E.  439,  74  (N.S.)  369. 

A.  S.  R.  300,  45  L.R.A.  424,  over-  8.  Com.  v.  Watson,  146  Kv.  83,  142 

ruling  in  eflfeet  Perkins  v.  State,  67  S.  W.  200,  Ann.  Caa.  19130  272; 

Ind.  270,  33  Am.  Rep.  89;  Com.  t.  State  v.  Switzer,  63  Vt.  604,  22  Atl. 

Beckett,  119  Ky.  817,  84  S.  W.  758,  724,  26  A.  S.  R.  789. 

27  Ky.  L.  Rw.  265,  115  A.  S.  R.  285,  4.  Notes:  25  A.  S.  R.  380  ;  6  L.R^. 

68  L.R.A.  6^;  People  v.  Haynes,  14  (N.S.)  369  et  seq.;  7  Ann.  Cas.  32-33. 
Wend.  (N.  T.)  546,  28  Am.  Dee.  530; 
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possible.  This  appears  to  be  an  attempt  to  invoice  the  rule  in  civil 
actions  of  deceit,  that  when  a  person  had  at  hand  the  means  of 
investigating  the  false  representations,  and  might  have  determined 
their  falsity  by  the  exercise  of  only  ordinary  prudence,  he  will 
not  be  heard  t(.  say  that  he  was  deceived.  Although  ^his  rule 
has  been  applied  in  some  cases,  chiefly  the  early  ones,  the  courts 
are  now  generally  agreed  that  the  defendant's  guilt  does  not  depend 
upon  whether  the  victim  could,  with  reasonable  diligence,  have  ascer- 
tained that  the  representations  were  false.*  When  all  the  circum- 
stances evince  that  the  representation  was  made  designedly,  with  an 
intent  to  cheat,  and  was  calculated  to  deceive  and  capable  of  defraud- 
ing, the  prisoner  cannot  excuse  himself  by  saying  that  if  the  victim 
had  been  sharp,  vigilant,  and  astute  he  could  have  detected  the  fraud 
by  using  the  means  of  detection  available  to  him.*  The  old  rule, 
however,  has  not  been  universally  rejected,  and  under  it  the  question 
whether  the  circumstances  were  such  as  to  require  an  investigation 
before  acting  on  the  pretense  is  held  to  be  determinable  by  the 
court  as  a  matter  of  law.'  Even  under  this  rule,  if  the  pretense  is 
not  of  itself  absurd  or  irrational,  or  if  the  person  defrauded  had  not 
at  the  very  time  it  was  made  acted  on  the  means  at  hand  of  detecting 
its  falsity,  his  want  of  prudence  is  not  a  defense.' 

14.  Actual  Deception. — There  are  many  authorities  supporting  the 
general  proposition  that  to  establish  the  offense  of  obtaining  property 
by  false  pretenses  it  must  be  shown  that  the  representations  actually 
deceived  the  person  to  whom  they  were  made,  because  if  he  knew  or 
believed  them  to  be  false  or  did  not  believe  them  to  bo  true,  then 
he  was  not  deceived.  Under  this  doctrine  deception  is  an  element  of 
the  offense,*  which  comports  with  the  doctrine  that  the  representa- 
tion must  have  been  calculated  to  deceive  or  at  least  that  tiie  decep- 
tion must  not  have  been  due  to  the  carelessness  of  the  person  de- 
ceived.*® On  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  decided  that  it  is  no  defense 
that  the  person  from  whom  the  property  was  obtained  laid  a  plan 
to  trap  the  accused  into  his  commission  of  the  offense.^^  The  theory 
on  which  this  position  stands  is  that  lack  of  consent  does  not  enter 
into  the  crime.    At  least,  it  is  held,  mere  suspicion  that  a  deception 

6.  Note:  7  Ann.  Gas.  34.   See  also  44  Am.  Rep.  515;  State  v.  Keyes,  196 

snpra,  par.  12.    And  see  generally,  Mo.  136,  93  S.  W.  801,  7  Ann.  Gas. 

Fraud  and  Deceit.  23,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  369. 

6.  Watson  v.  People,  87  N.  Y.  561,  9.  Chauncey  v.  State,  130  Ala.  71, 
•U  Am.  Rep.  397,  overruling  in  effect  30  So.  403,  89  A.  S.  R.  17;  State  v. 
People  v.  Williama,  4  Hill  (N.  T.)  »,  Matthews,  44  Kan.  596,  26  Pac.  36, 
40  Am.  Dec.  258.  10  L.R.A.  308;  State  v.  Miller,  47  Ore. 

7.  State  v.  Keyes,  196  Mo.  136,  93  562,  85  Pac.  81,  6  LJtA..(N.S.)  365. 
S.  W.  801,  7  Ann.  Cas.  23  and  note,  10.  See  snpra,  par.  12,  13. 

6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  369.  U.  Notes:  26  h^RJL  346;  17  Ann* 

8.  Woodbury  v.  SUte,  69  Ala.  242,  Cas.  296. 
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was  being  practiced  is*  no  defense,  as  where  a  purchaser  suspects 
that  the  seller  gives  short  weight  and  makes  the  purchase  to  verify 
his  suspicion,  if  he  cannot  determine  the  fact  without  weighing  the 
commodity  sold.**  Moreover,  under  either  rule,  actual  deception  of 
the  person  from  whom  the  money  or  property  is  obtained  is  not 
essential  where  he  is  not  the  owner  but  the  agent  of  the  owner,  at 
least  where  the  property  is  obtained  from  the  owner  on  the  faith 
of  the  false  representations  made  to  the  agent  with  the  intention 
that  they  should  be  repeated  or  conveyed  to  the  principal." 

15.  Indttcement  of  Action. — Subject  to  such  exceptions  as  may  be 
involved  in  the  holdings  with  reference  to  the  effect  of  plans  to  entrap 
a  suspected  person,"  the  false  pretense  must  have  induced  the  trans- 
fer of  the  property.**  In  other  words,  it  must  furnish  some  reason 
why  the  owner  was  induced  to  part  with  his  property.**  In  order 
that  it  may  be  considered  as  having  induced  the  transfer  the  pre- 
tense must  have  related  to  a  matter  of  fact,*'  which  must  be  relied 
on  by  the  party  defrauded  **  and  must  bo  sufficiently  proximate 
to  the  obtaining  of  the  property.**  In  some  states  it  is  held  that 
the  representations  must  have  been  the  decisive  cause  of  the  trans- 
fer, while  in  others  it  is  sufBcient  if  they  have  materially  con- 
tributed, with  other  motives,  to  induce  it.^  The  better  opinion 
appears  to  be  that  it  is  not  necessary,  to  constitute  the  offense  of 
obtaining  goods  by  false  pretenses,  that  the  owner  shall  be  induced 
to  part  with  his  property  solely  and  entirely  by  pretenses  which 
are  false;  nor  need  the  pretenses  be  the  paramount  cause  of  the  deliv^ 
ery  to  the  prisoner.  It  is  sufficient  if  they  are  a  part  of  the  moving 
cause,  and  that  without  them  the  person  defrauded  would  not  have 
parted  with  the  property.^    So,  while  false  representations  made 

12.  State  V.  Salisbury  Ice,  etc.,  Co.,  Kan.  377,  86  Pac  447,  10  Ann.  Cas. 
166  N.  C.  366,  81  S.  E.  737,  52  L.R.A.  904,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  278.  See  supra, 
(N.S.)  216.   See  generally.  Criminal  par.  9  et  seq.. 

Law.  vol.  8,  p.  126  et  seq.  18.  Strong  v.  State,  86  Ind.  208,  44 

13.  State  V.  Talley,  77  S.  C.  99,  57  Am.  Rep.  292;  People  v.  Miller,  169 
S.  G.  618, 122  A.  S.  R.  659, 11  L.R.A.  N.  Y.  339,  62  N.  E.  418,  88  A.  S.  R. 
(N.S.)  938  and  note.  646;  State  v.  Miller,  47  Ore.  662,  85 

14.  See  supra,  par.  14.  Pac.  81,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  365  and  note; 

15.  Chauneey  v.  State,  130  Ala.  71,  Doxey  v.  State,  47  Tex.  Crira.  503,  84 
30  So.  403,  89  A.  S.  R.  17;  Morgan  v.  S.  W.  1061,  11  Ann.  Caa.  830. 
State,  42  Ark.  131,  48  Am.  Rep.  65;  19.  Dozey      State,  47  Tex.  Grim. 
Watson  v.  People,  87  N.  T.  561,  41  603.  84  S.  W.  1061, 11  Ann.  Cas.  830. 
Am.  Rep.  397;  Clawson  v.  State,  129  Note:  10  LJI.A.  305. 

Wis.  650,  109  N.  W.  578,  116  A.  8.  20.  Morgan  v.  State,  42  Ark.  131, 

R.  972,  9  Ann.  Cas.  966.  48  Am.  Rep.  55;  Blum  v.  State,  20 

Note:  25  A.  S.  R.  379.  Tex.  App.  578,  54  Am.  Rep.  530. 

16.  Doxey  v.  State,  47  Tex.  Crim.  1.  Woodburv  v.  State,  69  Ala.  242, 
603,  84  S.  W.  1061,  11  Ann.  Cas.  830.  44  Am.  Rep.  515;  State  v.  Brigga,  74 

17.  Woodbury  v.  State,  69  Ala.  242,  Kan.  377,  86  Pac  477,  10  Ann.  Caa, 
44  Am.  Rep.  515;  State  v.  Briggs,  74  904,  7  L.RA..(N.S.)  278;  State 
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after  goods  have  been  delivered  and  the  title  has  actually  passed 
cannot  be  deemed  to  have  induced  the  owner  to  part  with  his  prop- 
erty,* yet  it  is  only  where  the  delivery  of  the  property  is  necessary 
in  order  completely  to  deprive  the  owner  of  it,  that  the  false  pre- 
tense must  relate  hereto.  If  tiie  delivery  is  not  necessary  to  a  com- 
plete transfer,  the  false  pretenses  need  not  relate  to  the  delivery  in 
order  to  make  out  the  offense  against  the  statute.  And  if  the  posses- 
sion has  been  delivered  but  not  the  right  of  property,  and  the  pur- 
chaser after  such  delivery  obtains  the  title  by  false  pretenses,  he  is  . 
guilty.*  The  question  of  the  materiality  of  the  pretense  is  ordi- 
narily one  of  fact  rather  than  of  law.  If  it  was  false  and  had  a 
tendency  to  deceive  and  did  actually  deceive  and  accomplish  the 
intended  fraud,  the  case  is  within  the  statute.* 

Intent 

16.  Fraudulent  Intent. — The  making  of  a  false  pretense  or  rep- 
resentation is  not  of  itself  criminal.  It  becomes  so  only  by  being 
accompanied  with  a  fraudulent  intent.  The  intent  to  defraud  is 
therefore  an  essential  element  of  the  crime,  and  provisions  to  this 
effect  are  frequently  incorporated  in  the  statutes Accordingly,  one 
who  obtains  money  by  false  representations  induced  by  his  mis- 
apprehension of  the  facts,  is  not  guilty  of  the  crime,  because  of  the 
absence  of  a  criminal  intent.*  However,  if  a  person  obtains  a  loan 
of  money  by  a  false  pretense  of  an  existing  fact,  he  is  guilty  of 
obtaining  it  by  false  pretense  even  though  he  intends  to  repay.' 

17.  Intent  to  Obtain  Specific  Thing. — There  is  some  authority  to 
the  effect  that  in  order  that  there  may  be  a  conviction,  there  must 
have  been  a  specific  intent  to  acquire  the  particular  thing  obtained.^ 
But  .the  better  opinion  is  that  the  false  representation  need  not  be 

Hetrick,  84  Kan,  157, 113  Pae.  383,  34  by  State  v.  Horn,  93  Mo.  190,  6  S. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  642.  W.  96;   State  v.   Stone,  95   S.  C. 

Note:  25  A.  S.  R.  384.  390,  79  8.  E.  108,  49  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

2.  People  V.  Haynes,  14  Wend.  (N.  574;  Blum  v.  State,  20  Tex.  App.  578, 
Y.)  546,  28  Am.  Dec.  530.  54  Am.  Rep.  530;  Clawson  v.  State, 

3.  Com. 'v.  Schwartz,  92  Ky.  510,  129  Wis.  650,  109  N.  W.  578,  116  A. 
18  S.  W.  775,  36  A.  S.  R.  609.  S.  R.  972,  9  Ann.  Cas.  968;  Martins 

4.  Higler  v.  People,  44  Mich.  299,  v.  State,  17  Wyo.  319,  98  Pac.  709, 
6  N.  W.  664,  38  Am.  Rep.  267.  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  645. 

6.  State  V.  Foiton,  166  la.  181, 147  Notes:  25  A.  S.  R.  378;  10  LJIA.. 

N.  W.  347,  52  L.R.A.(N.S.)   919;  303. 

State  v.  Matthews,  44  Kan.  596,  25  6.  Note:  25  A.  S.  R.  383. 

Pae.  36,  10  L.R.A.  308;  State  v.  Mc-  7.  Com.  v.  Schwartz,  92  Ky.  510, 18 

Cormick,  57  Kan.  440,  46  Pae.  777,  S.  W.  775,  36  A.  S.  R.  609. 

57  A.  S.  R.  341;  Com.  v.  Jeffries,  7  Note:  25  A.  S.  R.  383. 

Allen  (Mass.)  548,  83  Am.  Dec.  712;  8.  Doiey  v.  State,  47  Tex.  Crim 

State  V.  Myers.  82  Mo.  558,  52  Am.  503,  84  S.  W.  1061, 11  Ann.  Cas.  830. 

Bep.  389,  overruled  on  another  point 
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made  for  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  the  particular  thing  which 
does  result.  A  false  pretense,  such  as  would  tend  to  produce  the 
result  accomplished,  an  obtaining  thereby,  and  designedly,  a  thing 
of  value  from  another,  and  an  intention  by  the  transaction  to  defraud 
that  other,  are  the  only  elements  of  the  crime.  And  if  a  particular 
result  is  designed  to  be  accomplished  by  making  the  fals^  pretense, 
and  it  fails,  while  another  thing  of  value  is  obtained  and  accepted 
with  intent  to  defraud,  the  law  imputes  to  the  person  making  such 
pretense  a  design  from  the  beginning  to  accomplish  the  latter  result.* 

Means  Used 

18.  Words  or  Conduct. — ^As  shown  elsewhere  herein,  the  common 
law  prototype  of  the  crime  of  procuring  property  by  false  pretenses 
could  not  be  committed  by  the  use  of  words  alone/*  and  some  of 
the  early  statutes  have  been  construed  as  not  covering  mere  declara- 
tions; but  under  the  modern  statutes  the  crime  itaay  be  committed 
by  the  use  of  words  alone,**  even  where  it  is  defined  with  reference 
to  false  tokens  or  writings  or  other  false  pretenses.*'  And  conversely, 
words  are  unnecessary.  Acts  or  conduct  may  constitute  a  false  pre- 
tense.** So  concealment  may  be  sufficient.  For  instance,  if  a  twenty 
dollar  gold  piece  is  intrusted  to  one  ignorant  of  its  value  for  the 
purpose  of  going  to  market  to  buy  a  specific  article,  worth  only 
twenty-five  cents,  and  the  seller,  perceiving  tiiat  the  purchaser  believes 
the  coin  to  be  a  silver  dollar,  encourages  that  belief  by  his  persuasive 
silence  and  equivocal  assent,  retains  the  coin,  and  returns  only  seventy- 
five  cents  in  change,  the  latter,  having  used  "deceitful  means"  and 
employed  an  "artful  practice,"  is  guilty  of  being  a  common  cheat 
and  swindler.**  But  it  seems  that  under  some  circumstances  mere 
concealment  will  not  be  sufBcient  Thus,  there  is  authority  to  the 
effect  that.one  who  gives  an  order  on  his  employer  for  wages  to  become 
due  him,  and  subsequently  collects  them  himself,  concealing  the  fact 
of  having  given  the  order,  is  not  guilty  of  obtaining  money  under 
false  pretenses.**  Whether  certain  acta,  together  with  what  was  stated, 

9.  Note:  25  A.  S.  R.  37&  State  v.  Foiton,  166  la.  181,  147  N. 

10.  See  supra,  par.  4.  W.  347,  52  L.R.A.(N.S.)  919;  Com. 

11.  State  V.  Renick,  33  Ore.  584,  56  v.  Beckett,  119  Ky.  817,  84  S.  W.  758, 
Pae.  275,  72  A.  S.  R.  758,  44  L.R.A.  27  Kv.  L.  Rep.  265,  115  A.  S.  R.  285, 
266;  State  v.  Sumner,  10  Vt.  587,  33  68  L.R.A.  638;  State  v.  Hammelsy,  52 
Am.  Dec.  219.   See  also  supra,  par.  5.  Ore.  156,  96  Pae.  865,  132  A.  S.  E. 

12.  State  V.  Swan,  55  Wash.  97,  104  686,  17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  244;  Blum  v. 
Pac.  145,  133  A.  S.  R.  1024,  19  Ann.  State,  20  Tex.  App.  578,  54  Am.  Rep. 
Gas.  1129,  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  575.  630;  Brown  v.  State,  37  Tex.  Crim. 

13.  Higler  v.  People,  44  Mich.  299,  104,  38  S.  W.  1008,  66  A.  S.  R.  794. 
6  N.  W.  664,  38  Am.  Rep.  267.  Note:  25  A.  S.  R.  379. 

14.  Morris  v.  State,  54  Fla.  80,  45  15.  Jones  t.  State,  97  Ga.  430,  25 
So.  456,  14  Ann.  Cas.  285;  State  v.  S.  E.  319,  54  A.  S.  R.  433. 

Dowe,  27  Zb.  273,  1  Am.  Rep.  271:     16.  Note:  26  A.  S.  R.  383. 
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amounted  to  such  a  representation,  or  what  the  defendant  intended 
by  such  acts  and  statements,  is  usually  a  question  for  the  jury.*' 
19.  Impersonation;  Confidence  Game. — False  impersonation  was 
treated  aa  an  offense  at  common  law.  Moreover,  the  obtaining  of 
property  thereby  has  been  made  a  crime  in  some  jurisdictions  by 
express  enactment,**  sometimes  being  declared  to  constitute  larceny.*' 
A  species  of  fraud  of  more  modem  criminal  cognizance  is  commonly 
known  as  the  "confidence  game."  This  is  sometimes  made  a  crime  eo 
nomine,  but  by  reason  of  the  variety  of  the  means  and  devices  em- 
ployed, it  is  difficult  to  define.  It  may  be  said,  however,  that  where 
by  a  course  of  conduct  one  has  led  his  victim  to  repose  confidence  in 
him  with  a  view  of  taking  advantage  thereof  and  thus  obtaining  his 
money  or  property,  and  advantage  is  so  taken  of  the  confidence 
reposed,  and  the  swindler  thus  obtains  the  money  or  property  of  his 
victim,  the  statute  has  been  violated.*  The  statute  has  been  said 
not  to  be  designed  to  apply  to  a  business  transaction  between  parties 
dealing  on  an  equal  footing,  and  without  reposing  confidence  in 
each  other,  even  liiough  one  of  them  may  believe  he  has  parted  with 
more  than  he  received.*  But  though  the  confidence  game  is  most 
frequently  practiced  by  the  use  of  cards,  dice,  or  other  means,  instru- 
ment, or  device,  in  which  game  the  victim  gets  nothing,  and  is 
simply  swindled  out  of  his  money  by  a  trick,  the  fact  that  the  dealings 
assume  the  form  of  a  business  transaction  and  involve  a  breach  of 
contract  does  not  relieve  of  criminality  the  party  who  enters  into  it 
as  a  mere  incident  to  a  false  and  fraudulent  scheme  to  obtain  money 
or  property  from  the  other  party;  it  is  a  confidence  game,  notwith- 
.standing  its  contractual  form.  Accordingly,  one  who  falsely  repre- 
sents to  a  stranger  that  he  is  a  friend  of  an  acquaintance  of  the  latter, 
and  states  that  he  is  in  the  employ  of  a  local  company  and  has  just 
lost  his  pocketbook,  and  upon  these  representations  obtains  money, 
and  leaves  an  acknowledgment  of  indebtedness  and  some  worthless 
thing  as  security,  and  promises  to  return  the  money  the  next  day,  is 
guilty  of  obtaining  money  by  means  of  a  confidence  game.*  Similarly, 
one  who,  having  gained  another's  confidence,  induces  him  to  purchase 
worthless  stocks  by  representing  that  they  can  be  sold  for  an  advanced 
price,  and  by  having  confederates  telegraph  under  fictitious  names 

17.  Morris  V.  State,  54  Fla.  80,  45  65  N.  E.  658,  93  A.  S.  R.  183;  People 
So.  456,  14  Ann.  Caa.  285.  v.  Turpin,  233  HI.  452,  84  N.  E.  679, 

18.  Hammer  v.  State,  173  Ind.  199,  17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  276;  People  v.  Weil, 
89  N.E.  850,  140A.  S.  R.  248,  21  Ann.  243  lU.  208,  90  N.  B.731, 134  A.  S.  B. 
Cas.  1034,  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  795;  State  357  and  note. 

V.  Renick,  33  Ore.  584,  56  Pac.  275,     Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  768. 

72  A.  S.  R.  758,  44  L.R.A.  266.  2.  People  v.  Turpin,  233  III.  452,  84 

19.  Goodson  v.  State,  29  Fla.  511,  N.  E.  679,  17  L.RA.(N.S.)  276. 

10  So.  738,  30  A.  S.  R.  135.  See  3.  People  v.  Weil,  243  111.  208,  90 
Larceny.  N.  E.  731, 134  A.  S.  B.  357. 

1.  Da  Bois  v.  People,  200  HI  157, 
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from  another  city  that  they  will  purchase  at  such  price,  is  guilty  of 
violating  a  statute  relating  to  confidence  garaes>  It  thus  appears 
that  in  order  to  come  within  the  provisions  of  the  statute,  there  noed 
be  no  token,  symbol  or  device.  However,  where  one  statute  penalizes 
the  obtaining  of  iponey  or  property  by  certain  specified  devices  as  con- 
stituting confidence  games,  and  another  provides  for  the  punishment 
of  obtaining  property  by  false  pretenses,  it  has  been  suggested  that 
to  constitute  the  ofifense  of  playing  the  confidence  game,  the  money 
or  property  must  have  been  obtained  by  some  false  or  bogus  means, 
token,  symbol,  or  device,  as  distinguished  from  mere  words,  however 
false  and  fraudulent.' 


20.  Bills,  Notes  and  Securities. — ^The  statutes  usually  add  the 
words  "or  other  property,"  "or  other  valuable  thing"  or  "or  other  val- 
uable effects."  Literally,  of  course,  these  terms  are  broad  enough  to 
include  a  promissory  note  or  bill  of  exchange;  hence,  unless  the  court 
is  convinced  by  the  association  of  such  words  with  others  that  they  are 
used  to  express  some  more  limited  conception,  there  is  ample  justifi- 
cation for  applying  them  to  the  full  extent  of  their  literal  meaning. 
Some  courts  have  declared  that  the  intention  of  the  legislature  was 
obviously  to  include  all  things  which  might  be  the  subject  of  larceny, 
and  hence  that  the  words  "or  other  property"  must  be  viewed  as  an 
intended  addition  to  the  more  specific  designations  of  property  pre- 
ceding them.  There  are  cogent  reasons  for  saying  that  such  articles 
of  property  as  those  now  under  consideration  are  as  likely  to  be 
obtainable  by  misrepresentation  as  any  other  forms  of  personal  prop- 
erty, and  that  injury  to  the  defrauded  person,  and  perhaps  others,  is, 
if  anything,  more  imminent  than  in  the  case  of  tangible  chattels. 
From  considerations  such  as  these,  the  courts  have  concluded  that 
the  true  intention  of  the  legislature  will  be  best  given  effect  by  hold- 
ing that  a  promissory  note  is  within  the  meaning  of  the  words  "or 
other  property."  *  The  statutes  of  some  jurisdictions  provide  for  the 
punishment  of  persons  who  obtain  by  false  pretenses  any  chattel, 
money  or  "valuable  security"  with  intent  to  defraud,  and  also  pro- 
vide for  the  restitution  of  the  security  to  the  owner.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  such  a  statute  seems  to  contemplate  a  subsisting  security 
and  not  the  mere  obtaining  of  a  signature  to  an  instrument.  It  has 
been  said,  moreover,  that  as  the  mere  possession  of  a  bill  of  sale  or 

4.  People  V.  DuBois,  200  Dl.  157,  66  Atl.  724,  25  A.  S.  R.  789  ;  Clawson  v. 


5.  Wheeler  t.  People,  49  Colo.  402,  116  A.  S.  B.  972,  0  Aim.  Ctm.  96S 
113  Pac.  312,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  765  and  and  note. 

note.  Note:  10  LilA.  303. 

6.  State  T.  Switzer,  63  Vt.  604,  22 


Thing  Obtained 


N.  E.  658,  93  A.  S.  R.  183. 


State,  129  Wis.  650,  109  N.  W,  578, 
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chattel  mortgage  by  a  person  other  than  the  owner  thereof  confers 
no  rights  to  the  property  or  money  secured  by  the  instrument,  it  is 
difficult  to  say  that  such  an  instrument,  without  assignment  or  trans- 
fer, may  properly  be  designated  as  a  valuable  security  of  which  the 
owner  may  be  deprived  by  false  pretenses.' 

21.  Board  and  Lodging;  Signature. — ^There  is  a'difference  of  opin- 
ion as  to  whether  the  obtaining  of  board  and  lodging  by  false  repre- 
sentations is  punishable  under  the  general  terms  of  the  statutes  relat- 
ing to  false  pretenses.*  Such  may,  of  course,  be  penalized  by  express 
statutory  provision;  and  where  the  statute  makes  the  offense  consist 
of  obtaining  the  board  and  lodging  by  the  prescribed  means  and 
refusing  to  pay  therefor,  one  who  violates  it  is  imprisoned  not  for 
the  debt  he  ovvra  the  proprietor  and  not  to  make  him  pay  it,  but 
to  punish  him  for  a  wrong  he  has  perpetrated,  which  is  made  a  crime. 
But  in  order  to  convict  a  person  of  fraudulently  obtaining  board  or 
lodging,  the  misrepresentations  must  have  been  made  before  the  board 
or  lodging  was  furnished,  and  must  have  been  relied  upon  by  the 
hotel  keeper  and  have  induced  him  to  furnish  the  service.'  In  the 
absence  of  a  special  statute  on  the  subject  the  obtaining  of  a  signature 
to  a  contract  by  fraud  is,  it  seems,  not  the  offense  of  obtaining  property 
by  false  pretenses.*®  However,  the  statutes  of  some  jurisdictions  have 
expressly  made  it  a  crime  to  obtain  by  false  pretenses  the  signature 
of  any  person  to  fmy  written  instrument.  The  offense  is  complete 
when  the  signature  is  obtained  by  false  pretenses  with  intent  to  cheat 
or  defraud  another.  It  is  not  essential  to  the  offense  that  actual  loss 
or  injury  should  be  sustained.  But  the  instrument  must  be  such  as 
to  be  capable  of  working  an  injuty  to  the  peraon  whose  signature 
is  obtained.** 

22.  Real  Property. — ^It  has  been  stated  that  neither  the  common 
law  nor  the  statutes  of  the  several  states  defining  the  crime  of  cheating 
by  false  pretense  apply  to  real  estate.  Under  the  English  law  real 
property  was  never  the  subject  either  of  cheating  or  of  false  pretenses. 
Being  incapable  of  larcaaous  asportation  it  was  not  regarded  as  requir- 
ing the  same  protection  as  personal  property.  The  crime  of  obtaining 
money  or  goods  by  false  pretenses  is  said  to  be  closely  allied  te  that  of 
larceny,  and  the  common  law  and  statutes  defining  the  crime  were 
undoubtedly  designed  for  the  fuller  protection  of  personal  property 
and  in  aid  of  the  laws  against  larceny  and  theft.  While  the  American 
statutes  differ  somewhat  in  phraseology  they  are  in  substance  copied 
from  the  English  and  are  based  on  the  same  principle  and  have  the 

7.  State  v.  Blizzard,  70  Md.  385, 17  erally,  Innkbepers. 

Atl.  270,  14  A.  S.  R.  366.  10.  Note:  40  Am.  Rep.  104. 

6.  Note:  10  L.R.A.  303.  11.  People  v.  Gennxig,  11  Wend. 

9.  Channeey  v.  State,  130  Ala.  71,  (N.  Y.)  IS,  25  Am.  Dee.  594  and 

30  So.  403,  89  A.  S.  R.  17.   See  gen-  note. 
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same  object  in  view.  Considerations  such  as  these  .have  influenced  the 
conclusion  that  obtaining  real  property  by  false  pretenses  is  not  an 
offense  under  a  statute  making  it  unlawful  to  obtain  money,  goods,  "or 
other  property"  by  false  pretenses.**  This  conclusion,  however,  does 
not  appear  to  be  a  satisfactory  one.  Although  real  property  cannot 
be  stolen,  the  owner  can  be  deprived  of  it  by  false  representations. 
It  has  accordingly  been  held  that  a  statute  which  makes  it  an  offense 
to  obtain  by  any  false  pretense,  and  with  intent  to  defraud,  anything 
of  value,  applies  to  a  charge  of  obtaining  by  false  pretense,  with  intent 
to  defraud,  title  to  real  estate  situate  in  the  state.** 

Transfer 

23.  Necessity  of  Transfer. — The  offense  under  the  statute  consists 
in  obtaining  the  money  or  property  of  another  person,  with  intention 
to  commit  a  fraud,  by  any  false  pretense  whatever.  The  false  pretense 
employed  is  only  the  means  by  which  the  offense  is  perpetrated.  The 
sulstance  of  the  offense  consists  in  the  obtaining  of  the  money  or  other 
property  and  thereby  with  a  fraudulent  intent  depriving  the  lawful 
owner  of  that  which  properly  belongs  to  him.  The  crime  is  not  com- 
mitted until  the  money  or  other  property  is  obtained.**  It  has  been 
said  that  so  long  as  the  defrauded  party  retains  either  title  or  control 
over  the  property  the  crime  of  obtaining  is  not  consummated.**  It 
has  also  been  said  that  the  offense  is  not  committed  until  both  posses- 
sion and  title  are  obtained  by  false  pretenses;  but  this  rule  applies 
only  where  the  delivery  of  the  property  is  necessary  to  deprive  the 
owner  of  dominion  over  it.  To  illustrate:  -  Suppose  A,  by. false  pre- 
tenses, buys  a  horse  from  B,  but  B  does  not  deliver  the  horse  to  A ; 
in  such  case  it  cannot  be  said  that  A  has,  in  the  sense  of  the  statute, 
obtained  B's  property  by  false  pretenses,  because,  as  yet,  B  has  the 
property ;  he  has  not  parted  with  it,  and  by  reason  of  the  fraud  he  is 
not  bound  to  part  with  it;  hence  he  has  not  parted  with  his  property 
by  the  false  pretenses  of  A.  But  if  the  property  is  so  situated  that 
B  can  make  a  complete  transfer  of  the  property  to  A  without  deliver- 
ing the  possession  to  him  and  such  transfer  is  obtained  by  false  pre- 
tenses, the  offense  is  committed.**  Generally  speaking,  the  property 

12.  State  v.  Eno,  131  la.  619,  109  207  Mass.  32,  93  N.  E.  202,  31  L.R.A. 
N.  W.  119,  9  Ann.  Cas.  856  and  note.  (N.S.)  999;  In  re  Waterman,  29  Nev. 

13.  State  v.  Toney,  81  Ohio  St.  130,  288,  89  Pae.  291,  13  Ann.  Cas.  926, 
90  N.  E.  142,  18  Ann.  Cas.  395.  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  424. 

14.  Graham  v.  People,  181  III.  477,  Notes:  25  A.  S.  R.  383;  10  L.R.A. 
55  N.  B.  179,  47  L.R.A.  731;  Stewart  303. 

V.  Jeasup,  51  Ind.  413,  19  Am.  Rep.  15.  Bates  v.  State,  124  Wis.  612, 

739;  State  v.  Foxton,  166  la.  181,  147  103  N.  W.  251,  4  Ann.  Cas.  365. 

N.  W.  347,  52  L.R.A.(N.S.)   919;  16.  Com.  v.  Schwartz,  92  Ky.  510, 

Com.  V.  VanTnyl,  1  Mete  (Ky.)  1,  18  S.  W.  776,  30  A.  S.  R.  609. 
71  Am.  Dec.  455;  Com.  v.  Altfaonse, 
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must  have  been  actually,  and  not  merely  impliedly  or  constructively 
obtained.  This  rule  has  been  applied  to  a  case  where  the  defendant 
procured  the  person  defrauded  to  pay  the  defendant's  debt  to  a  third 
person,  it  being  held  that  this  did  not  constitute  the  obtaining  of 
money  by  false  pretenses.^^  But  it  is  at  least  questionable  whether 
a  broad  application  of  this  doctrine  could  be  sustained. 

24.  Delivery  to  Agent  or  Carrier. — The  absolutism  of  the  necessity 
of  actual  physical  tradition  from  the  accuser  to  the  defendant  per- 
sonally was  early  relaxed  to  the  extent  of  holding  that  a  delivery  to  a 
person  designated  by  the  defendant  to  receive  for  his  benefit  sufficed. 
This  was  on  the  theory  that  the  defendant  expressly  constituted  the 
person  so  designated  his  agent  and  that  by  such  delivery  the  property 
passed  out  of  the  title,  possession,  and  control  of  the  accuser  and  into 
that  of  the  defendant  as  completely  as  if  the  physical  delivery  had 
been  to  the  latter  in  person.'^  This  rule  has  been  applied  to  cases 
where  the  accused  procured  the  owner  of  goods  to  deliver  them  to  a 
designated  common  carrier.**  In  some  cases  the  courts  have  dis- 
pensed with  express  designation  of  the  recipient  and  assumed  analogy 
with  the  rule  applicable  to  mere  technical  passage  of  title  on,  sale  of 
goods  by  delivery  to  any  public  carrier  by  raising  an  implication  of 
agency  from  general  mercantile  custom.  This  analogy,  however,  has 
been  declared  false,  and  such  a  delivery  held  not  to  be  a  consumma- 
tion of  the  crime  of  "obtaining"  the  property,  on  the  theory  that  as 
the  accuser  had  power  to  reclaim  the  property  at  any  time  before 
actual  delivery  to  the  defendant  if  he  discovered  the  fraud,  it  had  not 
been  fully  obtained  from  the  former  by  delivery  to  Uie  carrier.™ 


Injury 

25.  Necessity  of  Loss  by  Deceived. — Tn  order  that  a  person  may 
be  convicted  of  •btaining  property  by  false  pretenses  the  fraud  must 
actually  be  accomplished  to  the  extent  that  some  one  is  prejudiced 
thereby.*  However,  the  gravamen  of  the  offense  is  in  making  the 
false  pretense,  and  obtaining  thereby  a  person's  property  or  signature, 
and  does  not  depend  upon  ultimate  los  to  the  victim  or  whether  in 
fact  he  sustains  any  pecuniary  loss.*  8o,  if  he  should  regain  his  prop- 

17.  Jamison  v.  State,  37  Ark.  445;  1.  State  v.  Foxton,  166  la.  181,  147 
40  Am.  Rep.  103.  N.  W.  347,  52  L.R.A.(N.S.)  919;  State 

18.  People  V.  Adams,  3  Denio  (N.  v.  Matthews,  44  Kan.  596,  25  Pac. 
■y.)  190,  45  Am.  Dec.  468;  Bates  v.  36,  10  L.R.A.  308;  State  v.  MeCorm- 

SUte,  124  Wis.  612,  103  N.  W.  251,  ick,  57  Kan.  440,  46  Pac.  777,  57  A. 

4  Ann.  Cas.  365.  S.  R.  341;  Tyler  v.  State,  2  Humph. 

19.  Norrifl  V.  SUt€,  25  Ohio  St.  217,  (Tenn.)  37,  36  Am.  Dec.  298;  Mar- 
18  Am.  Rep.  291.  tins  v.  State,  17  Wyo.  319,  98  Pac. 

20.  Com.  V.  Schmtink,  207  Pa.  St.  709,  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  645. 

544,  56  Atl.  1088,  99  A.  8.  B.  801.  2.  Com.  v.  Ferguson,  135  Ky.  32, 
See  infra,  par.  36.  121  S.  W.  907,  21  Ann.  Can.  434,  24 
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erty  or  the  person  obtaining  it  or  another  should  fully  compensate 
him,  it  would  not  lessen  the  offense  or  prevent  the  commonwealth  from 
prosecuting  and  convicting  the  offender.  Neither  a  promise  to  repay 
nor  an  intention  to  do  so  deprives  the  false  and  fraudulent  act  in 
obtaining  it  of  its  criminality.  The  offense  is  complete  when  the 
money  or  property  has  been  obtained  by  such  means  and  cannot  be 
purged  by  subsequent  restoration  or  repayment.*  On  a  prosecution 
under  a  statute  making  it  an  offense  to  obtain  by  false  pretenses  a 
signature  to  a  written  instrument  it  is  not  essential  that  actual  loss 
or  injury  should  be  sustained  by  the  person  whose  signature  is 
obtained.* 

26.  Deceiver's  Right  to  Property. — Under  the  rule  that  injury  to 
some  person  is  essential,  it  has  been  held  that  it  is  not  an  indictable 
offense  for  one  to  obtain  by  fal^e  statements  personal  property  to  the 
possession  of  which  he  is  entitled.*  Accordingly,  where  an  aeent 
obtains  personal  property  belonging  to  his  principal,  to  the  immediate 
possession  of  which  the  latter  is  entitled,  by  means  of  false  statements 
made  to  a  third  person,  the  agent  is  not  guilty  of  obtaining  goods  or 
property  by  false  pretenses.*  Likewise,  there  are  cases  frequently- 
cited  to  sustain  the  general  proposition  that  obtaining  property  by 
false  pretenses  is  no  offense,  if  obtained  by  a  creditor  from  his  debtor 
with  the  intention  of  applying  it  on  a  debt  due  from  the  latter  to  the 
former,  on  the  theory  that  the  latter  is  not  defrauded  by  being  made 
to  pay  his  debt  But  while  this  may  be  true  where  the  debtor  parts 
with  his  money  or  property  for  the  express  purpose  of  applying  it 
on  the  debt,  though  induced  by  false  pretenses  to  do  so,  a  distinction 
should  be  noted  between  a  creditor's  inducing  his  debtor  by  false 
pretenses  to  pay  a  debt  knowing  that  he  is  paying  it,  and  inducing 
him  by  false  pretenses  to  part  with  property  or  mone^  for  some  other 
purpose,  with  the  secret  intention  on  the  part  of  the  creditor  of  apply- 
ing it  on  a  debt.  This  distinction  appears  to  have  been  disregarded 
in  some  cases.  For  instance,  it  has  been  decided  that  one  who  obtains 
possession  of  property  on  the  pretense  of  buying  it  for  cash,  at  an 
agreed  price,  for  the  purpose  of  the  payment  of  a  just  debt  then  due 
by  the  owner,  equal  to,  or  greater  in  amount  than,  the  price  of  the 
property,  is  not  guilty  of  obtaining  goods  by  false  pretenses.^ 

L.K.A.(N.S.)  1101;  State  v.  Switzer,  6.  In  re  Cameron,  44  Ean.  64,  34 

63  Vt.  604,  22  Aa  724,  26  A.  8.  R.  Pae.  90,  21  A.  S.  R.  262;  Clawson  v." 

789.  State,  129  Wis.  650,  109  N.  W.  578, 

Note:  25  A.  S.  R.  383.  116  A.  S.  R.  972,  9  Ann.  Caa.  966. 

3.  Com.  T.  Ferguson,  135  Ky.  32,  6.  In  re  Cameron,  44  Kan.  64,  24 
121  S.  W.  967,  21  Ann.  Gas.  434,  24  Pac.  90,  21  A.  S.  R.  262. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  1101.  7.  State  v.  Williams,  68  W.  Va.  86, 

4.  People  T.  Genung,  11  Wend.  (N.  69  S.  E.  474^  32  L.R.A.(M.S.)  420 


T.)  18,  25  Am.  Dec.  594. 


and  note. 


844 


U  B.  G.  li. 


FALSE  PRETENSES 


m.  Bepbbsbntations  Relating  to  Pabticulab  Subjects 

27.  Name  and  Age;  Bachelorhood. — ^During  the  time  when  a  token 
was  considered  necessary  to  constitute  the  offense  of  obtaining  prop- 
erty by  cheating,  a  false  representation  by  a  person  as  to  his  name 
would,  it  seems,  not  have  been  indictable,  at  least  if  it  did  not  amount 
to  a  false  impersonation.  However,  the  early  rule  that  the  pretense 
must  be  of  a  character  which  would  merely  deceive  a  person  of  ordi- 
nary caution  and  prudence  would  not  ordinarily  have  militated  against 
the  prosecution  of  a  person  who  made  misrepr^entations  as  to  his 
name.  Thus,  in  a  case  wherein  it  appeared  that  a  person  named 
John  L.  Kube  obtained  from  an  express  agent  a  package  directed  to 
and  intended  for  Christian  Kube,  by  falsely  and  fraudulently  stating 
that  it  was  intended  for  Christiana  Kube,  that  this  was  the  name  of 
his  wife,  and  that  it  was  intended  for  her,  it  was  held  that  the  false 
pretenses  were  calculated  to  deceive  a  person  of  ordinary  prudence 
and  discretion.  As  mistakes  in  writing  the  name  of  the  addressee  are 
very  common  the  agent  could  readily  believe  that  there  had  been  a 
mistake  in  writing  the  name  on  the  package,  and  that  the  letter  "a" 
had  been  omitted  through  ignorance  or  inadvertence.  At  all  events, 
the  pretense  was  held  not  so  absurd  or  irrational  that  a  person  of 
ordinary  prudence  and  caution  would  necessarily  have  avoided  the 
imposition.^  Obtaining  goods  on  the  pretense  of  being  of  age,  and 
then  pleading  infancy,  was  regarded  as  within  .the  inhibition  of  the 
act  of  33  Hen.  VIII,  chap.  1,  making  it  an  offense  to  obtain  goods 
by  color  or  means  of  any  privy  false  token.  So,  false  statement  by 
a  minor  that  he  is  over  twenty-one  years  of  age,  made  for  the  fraud- 
ulent purpose  of  inducing  another  to  enter  into  contract  that  he  would 
not  enter  into  if  he  knew  the  truth,  and  upon  the  faith  of  which  such 
other  parts  with  money  or  property,  is  within  a  statute  providing 
punishment  for  one  who,  by  false  statement,  with  intention  to  commit 
a  fraud,  obtains  from  another  money  or  property.  Persons  who  deal 
with  an  infant  may  or  may  not  suffer  loss,  depending  upon  the  election 
of  the  infant  to  perform  Uie  contract  or  avoid  it.  But  whether  or  not 
loss  is  sustained  is  not  important;  nor  is  it  materia]  that  the  infant 
may  be  estopped  from  relying  on  his  infancy  to  defeat  the  contract. 
It  is  the  fact  that  a  false  statement  was  made  to  obtain  the  property 
and  that  on  the  credit  of  it  the  property  was  obtained  that  constitutes 
the  gist  of  the  offense.*  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  under  the  modern 
statutes  relating  to  false  pretenses,  one  who  obtains  money  or  other 
property  on  the  faith  of  a  false  representation  that  he  is  an  unmarried 

8.  State  V.  Kube,  20  Wis.  217,  91  121  S.  W.  967,  21  Ann.  Cas.  434  and 
Am.  Dec.  390.  note,  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1101  and  note 

9.  Com.  v.  Ferguson,  135  Ey.  32,     Note:  36  L.R.A.  203. 
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man  is  guilty  of  obtaining  property  by  false  pretenses.''*  But  it 
appears  to  be  otherwise  under  statutes  which  in  effect  make  the  use 
of  a  token  essential  to  the  commission  of  the  offense.  It  is  said  that 
one  who,  by  presenting  himself  under  a  fictitious  name  and  falsely 
representing  himself  to  be  unmarried,  procures  money  from  a  woman 
under  promise  of  marriage,  does  not  thereby  make  of  himself  a  false 
token  or  render  himself  liable  to  punishment  under  a  statute  de6ning 
the  offense  of  obtaining  money  or  property  by  false  pretenses  and 
requiring,  as  evidentiary  matter  to  support  a  charge  thereunder,  a 
false  token  or  writing  accompanying  the  pretense.'* 

28.  Residence  and  Occupation. — A  false  representation  as  to  one's 
residence  may  form  the  basis  of  a  prosecution  for  obtaining  property 
by  false  pretenses;  and  it  has  been  declared  that  if  the  residence  of  the 
accused  at  a  particular  locality  was  a  material  fact  in  the  tranpaction 
between  him  and  the  prosecutor,  and  if  with  the  intent  to  defraud 
I  the  prosecutor  the  accused  misrepresented  the  locality  of  his  residence 
and  by  means  of  the  misrepresentation  obtained  the  property,  the 
misrepresentation  being  a  controlling  inducement  with  the  prosecutor 
to  part  with  his  property,  it  is  no  defense  that  if  the  prosecutor  had 
taken  the  precaution  to  inquire  at  the  particular  locality  he  could 
have  found  it  was  not  the  residence  of  the  prisoner  and  would  not 
have  been  deceived  and  defrauded,  though  in  parting  with  his  prop- 
erty the  prosecutor  was  not  influenced  by  the  representation,  and  the 
accused  should  not  be  convicted."  A  misrepresentation  as  to  the 
business  in  which  a  person  is  engaged,  made  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
frauding another,  and  by  which  money  or  property  is  obtained,  is  a 
criminal,  false  pretense.**  The  question  has  been  raised  whether  a 
representation  that  one  is  a  storekeeper  is  a  material  one.  The  con- 
clusion has  been  reached  that  the  fact  that  one  is  a  storekeeper  is  one 
which  would  be  likely  to  give  a  degree  of  confidence  and  credit  There 
is  an  implication,  if  not  of  solvency,  at  least  of  the  possession  of  con- 
siderablo  means,  in  the  very  idea  that  one  is  keeping  a  store ;  with  no 
knowledge  of  his  responsibility  one  would  sooner  trust  him  for  small 
sums  than  if  he  had  no  business  or  if  his  business  were  unknown.  A 
storekeeper  is  not  expected  to  refuse  payment  of  small  debts,  whether 
payment  can  or  cannot  be  enforced;  it  is  inconsistent  with  business 
prosperity  that  he  should  do  so  and  prima  facie  he  will  have  in  his 
hands  the  means  whereby  such  debts  may  be  paid.  And  if  such  a 
person,  when  away  from  home,  should  have  occasion  to  borrow  a  few 

10.  Lefler  v.  State,  153  Ind.  82,  54  12.  Woodbury  v.  State,  69  Ala.  242. 
N.  E.  439,  74  A.  S.  R.  300,  45  L.R.A.  44  Am.  Rep.  515. 

424.  13.  State  v.  Brigga,  74  Kan.  377,  86 

11.  State  V.  Renick,  33  Ore.  584,  Pac.  447,  10  Ann.  Caa.  904.  7  LJl  A. 
66  Pac  275,  72  A.  S.  B.  758,  44  L JI.A.  (N.S.)  27a  ^  ^ 
266. 
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dollars  for  expenses  a  lender  would  trust,  not  to  his  responsibility,  but 
to  his  honor,  for  repayment,  and  would  probably  ask  no  questions 
further^  after  learning  what  was  his  business.  So  as  the  fact  that 
one  is  a  storekeeper  would  be  likely  to  beget  confidence,  there  is  no 
reason  why  a  false  assertion  of  its  existence  should  not  be  a  criminal 
pretense,  as  much  as  would  be  a  false  assertion  of  pecuniary  respon- 
sibility, provided  it  is  equally  relied  upon,  and  equally  effectual  to 
accomplish  the  fraud  designed>^ 

29.  Agency;  Official  Capacity;  Membership  in  Society.— Obtaining 
property  by  means  of  a  false  representation  of  agency  was  not  punish- 
able before  the  enactment  of  statutes  changing  the  common  law 
rule ;  but  under  the  modem  statutes  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  one 
who  obtains  money  or  other  property  by  a  false  representation  that 
he  is  the  agent  of  another  person  may  be  prosecuted  criminally,  as 
'  where  the  accused  represented  falsely  and  with  intent  to  defraud  that 
he  had  been  sent  by  the  victim's  creditor  to  collect  the  debt.'*  Simi- 
larly, an  indictment  may  be  sustained  which  charges  that  the  defend- 
ant, by  falsely  pretending  that  he  was  acting  as  a  broker  for  an  undis- 
closed principal  in  the  purchase  of  goods,  induced  the  vendor  to  accept 
his  offer  and  sell  the  goods  to  said  undisclosed  principal,  and  to  deliver 
the  same  to  the  defendant  as  his  broker.'^  Disregarding  all  consider- 
ation of  the  essential  elements  of  robbery,**  it  may  be  said  that  a 
person  who  obtains  property  by  falsely  representing  himself  to  be 
a  police  officer  may  be  guilty  of  false  pretenses.  Thus,  it  has  been 
decided  that  one  who  falsely  represents  himself  to  another  as  an  officer 
having  a  warrant  for  the  arrest  of  the  other  for  forgery,  and  power  to 
compromise  the  offense,  and  threatens  to  arrest  him,  and  by  means 
of  such  representation  and  threats  obtains  from  him  a  valuable  thing 
as  a  consideration  for  not  making  the  arrest,  is  guilty  of  the  crime 
of  false  pretenses.**  The  few  cases  in  which  a  contrary  conclusion  has 
been  reached  are  based  on  the  ground  that  the  illegal  purpose  of  the 
defrauded  person  is  a  bar  to  the  prosecution.*®  The  obtaining  of 
property  by  means  of  wearing  a  badge  or  insignia  of  membership  in 
a  society  by  one  who  is  not  a  member  thereof  would,  it  seems,  have 
been  indictable  as  a  common  law  cheat.  Moreover,  the  wearing  of 
such  a  badge  by  a  nonmember  is  sometimes  prohibited  by  statute. 
The  constitutionality  of  such  a  statute  has  been  assailed ;  but  it  has 
been  pointed  out  that  the  right  to  wear  a  badge  or  emblem  of  a  society 
of  which  a  person  is  not  a  member  is  not  a  right  conferred  by  the 

14.  Higler  v.  People,  44  Mich.  299,  17.  Cora.  v.  Jeffries,  7  Alien  (Mass.) 
6  N.  W.  664,  38  Am.  Rep.  267.  548,  83  Am.  Dec.  712. 

15.  State  V.  Renick,  33  Ore.  584,  56     18.  See  Robbery. 

Pae.  275,  72  A.  S.  R.  768,  44  LMJi..      19.  Perkins  v.  State,  67  Ind.  270, 
266.   See  sapra,  par.  ^  as  to  common  33  Am.  Rep.  89  and  note, 
law  rule.  20.  See  infra,  par.  37. 

16.  Note:  10  L.R.A.  308. 
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constitution ;  that  the  right  of  a  person  to  dress  as  he  plc;;scs  does  not 
authorize  him  to  adorn  himself  so  as  to  represent  himself  to  bo  one 
who  be  is  not,  and  thereby  assume  a  status  to  which  he  is  not  entitled; 
and  that  such  assumption  ia  evidence  of  the  first  act  of  an  iraposter 
in  the  course  of  a  premedit^ited  design  to  prey  upon  those  who,  from 
fraternal,  charitable  or  sympathetic  motives,  become  the  victims  of 
false  personation,  imposition  and  fraud,  whether  members  of  the 
society  or  not.' 

30.  Solvency  and  Means  of  Credit — Tt  may  be  more  difficult  to 
establish*  to  the  satisfaction  of  a  jury  that  a  false  representation  of 
solvency,  without  more,  was  made  with  fraudulent  intent,  or  that  it 
induced  the  prosecutor  to  part  with  his  property,  than  it  would  be 
were  such  representation  accompanied  by  a  detailed  false  statement 
of  the  property  and  liabilities  of  the  person  represented  as  solvent 
Generally,  however,  a  positive  assertion  as  to  solvency  is  an  assertion 
of  fact  and  not  a  matter  of  opinion,  and  accordingly  a  false  statement 
by  an  owner  of  a  bank  or  the  president  thereof  that  the  bank  is  per- 
fectly solvent  is  a  false  pretense  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute. 
A  statement  as  to  solvency  is  understood  to  mean  ability  to  pay  one's 
debts.  So,  an  assertion  that  a  bank  has  assets  largely  in  excess  of  its 
liabilities  and  able  to  pay  all  its  debts  merely  emphasizes  the  repre- 
sentation that  it  is  solvent.*  But  a  statute  relating  to  the  obtaining 
of  property  by  means  of  a  confidence  game  does  not  apply  to  the 
obtaining  of  credit  by  a  mere  false  representation  as  to  solvency,  at 
least  where  the  statute  is  interpreted  as  requiring  some  token  or 
device.*  It  is  clear  that  a  fraudulent  misrepresentation  as  to  a  person's 
means  and  resources  is  within  the  statutes  against  false  pretenses  if 
such  representation  induces  the  deceived  to  part  with  his  property.* 
So,  one  who  obtained  money  by  stating  that  he  had  credit  with  a 
firm  on  which  a  draft  was  drawn  for  its  amount  and  that  the  firm 
would  honor  the  draft,  when  lie  knew  the  contrary,  was  held  guilty  of 
false  pretenses.*  However,  under  the  statutes  of  some  jurisdictions, 
a  purchase  of  property  by  means  of  a  false  pretense  is  not  criminal 
where  the  false  pretense  relates  to  the  purchaser's  means  or  ability  to 
pay,  unless  the  pretense  is  made  in  writing  and  signed  by  the  party 
to  be  charged.  The  purpose  of  such  a  statute,  it  has  been  declared,  is 
to  require  direct  representations  of  the  defendant's  means  or  ability 
to  pay  to  be  in  writing.   If  he  states  that  he  is  worth  so*  much  in 

1.  Hammer  v.  State,  173  Tnc!.  199,  113  Pac.  312,  Add.  Cas.  1912A  755 
89  N.  E.  850,  140  A.  S.  R.  248,  21  and  note. 

Ann.  Cas.  1034,  24  L.R.A.(N.S.)  795.  4.  Higler  v.  People,  44  Mich.  299, 

2.  Com.  v.  Schwartz,  92  Ky.  510,  6  N.  W.  664,  38  Am.  Rep.  267;  Com. 
18  S.  W,  775,  36  A.  S.  R.  609;  Com.  v.  Burdick,  2  Pa.  St.  163,  44  Am.  Dee. 
V.  Wallace,  114  Pa.  St  405,  6  AtX.  685,  186. 

60  Am.  Rep.  353.  Note:  10  L.R.A.  304. 

S.  Wheeler  t.  People,  49  Colo.  402,  5.  Note:  10  L.R.A.  303. 
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moneys  has  so  much  on  investment,  and  so  much  duo  him  from 
flolvent  debtors,  or  if  he  makes  any  other  represratations  bearing 

directly  on  his  ability  to  pay,  the  statements  or  representations  must 
be  in  writing,  though  representations  which  indirectly  affect  his  ability 
to  pay  need  not  be  in  writing.'  False  declarations  respecting  one's 
estate  and  circumstances  have  been  held  not  to  be  covered  by  statute 
construed  as  applying  only  to  fraudulent  practices.' 

31.  Poverty  or  Distress. — One  of  the  means  sometimes  resorted  to 
m  obtaiuing  money  fraudulently  is  to  solicit  charitable  donations  by 
false  representations  as  to  poverty  or  distress.  In  an  early  case  the 
question  was  raised  whether  the  statutes  against  false  pretenses  were 
intended  to  cover  the  fraudulent  solicitation  of  charity  either  in 
behalf  of  the  solicitor  or  of  another  person.  The  conclusion  reached 
in  that  case  was  that  a  pretense  resorted  to  merely  to  enforce  a  beggar's 
request  was  not  covered  by  a  particular  statute  against  fahe  pretenses. 
The  decision  was  based  on  the  ground  that  the  preamble  of  the  statute 
indicated  that  its  policy  was  to  prevent  injury  to  "industrioua  families" 
and  to  "trade  and  credit."  The  exercise  of  the  virtue  of  charity  had 
been  left,  the  court  said,  upon  the  hasis  of  the  mere  moral  duty,  both 
of  the  beggar  anji  the  donor,  the  virtue  being  sufficiently  cold,  in- 
quisitive, and  scrupulous  to  be  safe  without  the  protection  of  the 
criminal  law,  and  the  duty  of  the  donor  being  one  of  imperfect  obli- 
gation, with  which  the  beggar's  duiy  as  to  the  means  of  invoking  its 
performance  was  no  more  than  co-ordinate.*  This  reasoning,  how- 
ever, seems  not  to  have  reflected  the  general  conception  of  the  mattor 
even  at  that  date  or  in  the  local  jurisdiction,  for  within  a  comparatively 
short  time  it  was  repudiated  by  legislative  enactment,*  and  it  was 
never  adopted  to  any  considerable  extent  elsewhere.  On  principle  the 
obtaining  of  charitable  donations  by  false  representations  is  within 
the  statutes  against  false  pretenses.  The  means  used  may  be  equally 
immoral,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  reason  why  one  should  be  held 
guilty  if  he  appeals  to  the  avarice  of  the  victim  and  not  if  he  appeals 
to  his  charitable  impulses.'*'  The  fact  that  begging  is  punishable 
under  the  vagrancy  law  does  not  prevent  the  prosecution  of  a  beggar 
for  obtaining  money  by  false  pretenses,  the  only  effect  being  that  a 
conviction  under  one  may  bar  a  prosecution  under  the  other.^^ 

32,  Ownership. — Though  under  some  circumstances  a  person's  fail- 
ure to  state  that  he  has  disposed  of  property  which  he  formerly  owned 

6.  People  V.  Rothstein,  180  N.  Y.  Am.  Rep.  292;  State  v.  Swan,  66 
14S.  72  N.  E.  999,  1  Ann.  Cas.  978.  Wash.  97,  104  Pae.  145,  133  A.  S.  R. 

7.  State  V.  Sunmer,  10  Vt.  687,  33  1024,  19  Ann.  Cas.  1129  and  note,  24 
Am.  Deo.  219.  LJl.A.(N^.)  575  and  note. 

8.  People  V.  Clongh,  17  Wend.  (N.  11.  State  v.  Swan,  66  Wash.  97, 104 
T.)  351,  31  Am.  Dec  303.  Pac.  146,  133  A.  S.  R.  1024,  19  Ann. 

9.  Note:  10  Ann.  Cas.  1132.  Cas.  1129,  24  L.B.A.(N.S.)  57& 

10.  Strong  V.  SUte,  86  Xnd.  208,  44 
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may  not  be  a  false  pretense,**  a  representation  as  to  ownership  may 
nevertheless  be  made  by  implication.  Thus,  where  one  not  the  owner 
of  a  check  already  indorsed  in  blank  indorsee  and  cashes  it,  at  the  same 
time  stating  that  he  got  it  from  the  mail,  he  may  be  found  guilty  of  a 
representation  of  ownership  amounting  to  a  false  pretense.^'  A  for^ 
tiori,  one  who  falsely  and  knowingly  represents  that  he  owns  property 
which  he  mortgages  to  secure  a  loan  of  money  obtained  on  the  faith 
of  such  representation,  may  be  convicted  of  the  crime  of  obtaining 
property  by  false  pretenses,^^  though  there  is  authority  to  the  effect 
that  where  the  circumstances  are  auch  that  the  mortgagee  obtains  a 
good  title  and  hence  is  not  defrauded,  there  can  be  no  conviction." 
Some  statutes  expressly  prohibit  the  sale  of  land  by  a  person  who 
knows  that  he  has  not  title,  and  also  the  sale  of  land  twice.  But 
to  justify  a  conviction  for  the  statutory  offense  of  selling  land  twice 
it  is  necessary  to  charge  and  prove  the  first  and  second  sales  as 
specified  in  the  statute,  and  that  the  second  sale  was  for  a  valuable 
consideration  and  was  made  fraudulently,  that  is,  with  intent  to  de- 
fraud eitlier  the  first  or  second  purchaser.  The  second  sale  is  not 
deemed  fraudulent  if  made  pursuant  to  the  request  of  a  purchaser 
fully  informed  by  the  grantor  of  the  fact  and  the  tenor  of  the  first 
sale.** 

33.  Existence  of  Incumbrances. — According  to  the  weight  of 
authority  a  false  representation  as  to  the  nonexistence  of  incum- 
brances is  indictable  as  a  false  pretense,  and  it  is  no  defense  that  the 
prosecuting  witness  could  have  ascertained  the  falsity  of  the  repre- 
sentation by  an  examination  of  .the  public  records.*^  There  is,  how- 
ever, some  authority  to  the  effect  that  a  false  representation  as  to  the 
nonexistence  of  incumbrances  is  not  indictable  if  the  records  are 
accessible  to  the  person  to  whom  the  representation  is  made,  because 
the  representation  cannot  in  such  case  be  said  to  induce  the  action.*^ 
A  similar  conclusion  has  been  reached  with  reference  to  a  representa- 
tion as  to  the  nonexistence  of  incumbrances  made  by  a  borrower  a 
long  time  before,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  loan.'* 
An  allegation  that  a  defendant  obtained  money  by  false  pretenses 
through  the  sale  of  property  represented  to  be  clear  when  in  fact  there 
was  a  mortgage  on  it  may  be  responded  to  only  by  proof  of  the 

12.  Blum  V.  State,  20  Tex.  App.  17.  Notes:  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  371;  7 
578,  54  Am.  Rep.  530.  Ann.  Cas.  34.    See  supra,  par.  13,  as 

13.  Martins  v.  State,  17  Wyo.  319,  to  efiEect  of  victim's  negligence. 

98  Pac.  709,  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  645.  18.  Com.  v.  Grady,  13  Bush.  (Ky.) 

14.  Morris  v.  State,  54  Fla.  80,  45  285,  26  Am.  Rep.  192,  cited  in  Com.  v. 
So.  456,  14  Ann.Cas.  285  and  note.  Beckett,  119  Ky.  817,  84  S.  W.  758, 

15.  State  V.  Matthews,  44  Kan.  696,  27  Ky.  L.  Rep.  265, 115  A.  S.  R.  285, 
25  Pac.  36, 10  L.R.A.  308.  See  supra,  68  L.RJL  638.  See  supra,  par.  14, 
par.  11.  15. 

16.  People  V.  Gamett,  36  CaL  470,  19.  Doxey  v.  State,  47  Tex.  Crim. 
85  Am.  Dec.  125.  503,  84  S.  W.  1061,  U  Ann.  Cas.  830. 
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existence  of  a  valid  mortgage.  If,  for  instance,  the  mortgage  has  been 
paid,  an  acquittal  follows  though  the  notes  and  mortgage  are  out- 
standing, uncanceled,  and  unreleased,  and  though  the  purchaser  may 
have  been  inconvenienced  thereby.  Even  in  the  absence  of  an  express 
averment  of  its  validity  the  mortgage  referred  to  must  be  understood 
to  be  a  valid  one,  though  it  might  be  possible  to  frame  a  good  informa- 
tion by  charging  the  defendant  with  selling  property  under  the  repre- 
sentation that  he  had  signed  no  instrument  purporting  to  encumb» 
it  by  which  a  colorable  claim  of  lien  thereon  might  be  asserted,  whereas' 
in  truth  he  had  executed  what  api)eared  to  be  a  good  mortgage,  etc.*® 
34.  Condition,  Quality,  and  Value;  Money. — The  rule  that  the 
representation  must  relate  to  a  fact  as  distinguished  from  matter  of 
mere  opinion  '  gives  rise  to  practical  difficulties  when  applied  to.  the 
question  whether  a  misrepresentation  as  to  the  condition  or  quality 
of  an  article  is  a  false  pretense.  According  to  the  English  cases  a 
false  representation  as  to  the  constituents  or  substance  of  an  article 
comes  within  the  statute,  while  a  mere  representation  as  to  quality 
does  not.  But  apparently  the  American  decisions  do  not  generally 
make  this  distinction.  They  appear  to  recognize  the  fact  that  a 
representation  as  to  quality  may  be  a  reprosentation  of  a  fact,  though 
in  some  instances  it  is  (difficult  to  draw  the  line  between  fact  and 
opinion.  The  view  that  a  representation  as  to  quality  may  be  treated 
as  a  representation  of  fact  has  been  applied  to  a  representation  as  to 
the  quality  of  an  animal  sold  or  exchanged.  An  assertion  that  a 
horse  is  sound  is  an  assertion  of  a  material  fact,  and,  if  knowingly 
false,  is  indictable  as  a  false  pretense;  ^  and  the  same  has  been  held 
of  a  statement  that  a  horse  is  sound,  kind,  and  true,  when  it  is  not 
apparent  that  it  is  not,  and  immediately  afterward  it  appears  that  it 
is  utterly  worthless.*  A  statement  of  value  may  be  given  either  as  an 
opinion  or  as  a  statement  of  fact  All  the  authorities  agree  that  if  it 
is  given  as  an  opinion  it  cannot  be  regarded  as  a  foundation  for  an 
indictment.  But  if  it  is  made  as  an  existing  fact' with  knowledge  of 
its  falsity  it  becomes  -a  false  pretense.  Whether  it  is  intended  as  an 
expression  of  opinion  or  as  a  statement  of  an  existing  fact  which  the 
speaker  intends  to  be  an  inducement  to  the  other  party,  is  therefore 
a  material  question  of  fact,  to  be  determined  by  the  jury.^  Faying 
or  exchanging  counterfeit  money  for  goods  constitutes  the  crime  of 
passing  counterfeit  money;  but  if  the  thing  passed  is  a  piece  of 
spurious  metal  about  the  size  of  a  current  coin,  representing  it  on  one 

20.  State  v.  Wilson,  73  Ean.  343,  41  Am.  Rep.  397  and  note;  State  v. 

84  Pac.  737,  117  A.  8.  R.  479.   See  Stone,  95  S.  G.  390,  79  S.  E.  108,  49 

Bttpra,  par.  11.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  574  and  note. 

1.  See  supra,  par.  10.  3.  Watson  v.  People,  87  N.  T.  661, 

2.  Com.  v.  Watson,  146  Ky.  83,  142  41  Am.  Rep.  397. 

S.  W.  200,  Ann.  Caa.  1913C  272  and  4.  People  v.  Jordan,  66  Cal.  10,  4 
■ote;  Watson  v.  People,  87  N.  Y.  661,  Pac  773,  56  Am.  Rep.  73;  Williams 
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side,  with  an  advertisement  on  the  other,  and  not  in  itself  purporting 
to  be  coin,  passing  it  as  a  coin  is  a  false  pretense,  provided  the  other 
requisites  to  the  crime  exist.*  So  also,  a  worthless  bill  purporting  to 
be  currency  constitutes  a  false  token,  and  offering  it  In  payment  may 
constitute  the  crime  of  false  pretense  though  no  express  repr^entation 
of  its  genuineness  is  made.* 

35.  Validity  of  Check  or  Chose  in  Action. — At  common  law  one 
who  obtained  goods  by  means  of  a  check  on  a  bank  in  which  he  had 
no  funds  or  credit  could  not  be  prosecuted  for  cheating,  because  there 
was  in  such  case  no  false  public  token.'  But  under  the  modern  stat- 
utes relating  to  false  pretenses  and  swindling  the  drawer  of  such  a 
check  may  be  prosecuted  criminally- if  he  fraudulently  represents, 
either  by  words  or  conduct,  that  be  has  funds  on  deposit  or  credit  with 
the  drawee;®  and  it  is  unnecessary  to  show  that  the  defendant  is 
insolvent.*  As  to  whether  the  mere  drawing  and  the  delivery  of  a 
check  is  equivalent  to  a  representation  that  the  drawer  has  funds  or 
credit  in  the  bank  there  is  diversity  of  opinion.  One  view  is  that  it 
is  not  such  a  representation  as  will  sustain  a  charge  of  swindling;  ^* 
but  the  decided  weight  of  authority  is  to  the  contrary.**  Some 
courts  which  have  adopted  the  majority  view  are  more  guarded  in 
their  statement  of  the  rule,  holding  that  there  must  be  proof,  not 
only  of  the  absence  of  funds  out  of  which  the  check  could  be  paid, 
but  that  the  course  of  business  and  dealing  between  the  defendant  and 
the  bank  furnished  the  defendant  with  no  reasonable  ground  to 
believe  that  the  check  would  be  honored  or  paid  on  presentation." 
One  court  has  reached  the  conclusion  that  upon  an  indictment  for 
obtaining  money  by  color  of  any  false  token  or  writing,  proof  might 
be  deemed  sufficient  to  warrant  conviction  where  it  tended  to  show 
that  the  defendant  presented  and  received  money  on  a  check  which 
he  knew  to  be  worthless  and  would  not  be  paid,  even  though  there 
was  no  affirmative  representation  as  to  its  validity  or  worth,  but  that 
where  there  is  a  positive  averment  in  the  indictment  of  a  false  pretense 

V.  state,  77  Ohio  St.  468,  83  N.  E.  802,  10.  Brown  v.  State,  37  Tex.  Grim, 

14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1197  and  note.  104,  38  S.  W.  1008,  66  A.  S.  R.  794; 

5.  Note:  25  A.  S.  R.  391.  See  Blackwell  v.  State,  41  Tex.  Grim.  104, 
CouNTEBPEiTiNQ,  vol.  7,  p.  913.  51  S.  W.  919,  96  A.  S.  R.  778. 

6.  Com.  V.  Beckett,  119  Ky.  817,  11.  Barton  v.  People,  135  111.  405, 
84  S.  W.  758,  27  Kv.  L.  Rep.  265,  115  25  N.  E.  776,  25  A.  S.  R.  375,  10 
A.  S.  R.  285,  68  L.R.A.  638.  L.R.A.  302;  State  v.  Hammelsy,  52 

7.  "Williams  v.  Territory,  13  Ariz.  Ore.  156,  96  Pac  865,  132  A.  S.  R. 
27,  108  Pac.  243,  27  LJtA.(N.S.)  686,  17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  244  and  note. 
1032.   See  supra,  par.  4.  Notes:  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)   1032;  8 

8.  Brown  V.  State,  37  Tex.  Crim.  Ann.  Cas.  1069;  14  Ann.  Cas.  510. 
104,  38  S.  W.  1008,  66  A.  S.  R.  794.  See  also  Checks,  vol.  5,  p.  483. 

Note:  10  L.R.A.  304.  12.  State  v.  Foxtnn,  166  la.  181, 

9.  State  v.  McCormiek,  57  Kan.  440,  147  N.  W.  347,  62  LJl.A.(N.S.)  919. 
46  Pao.  777,  57  A.  S.  B.  341. 
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in  regard  to  a  particular  matter,  the  charge  must  be  proved  as  alleged, 
and  the  mere  presentation  of  a  check  is  not  a  pretense  that  there  is 
money  in  the  bank  upon  which  it  is  drawn.*'  The  statute  of  some 
jurisdictions  ex  vi  termini  make  it  a  crime  for  a  person  to  obtain 
property  by  drawing  a  check  on  a  bank  in  which  he  has  no  funds 
to  meet  it  with  intent  to  defraud.  Such  a  statute  violates  a  con- 
stitutional prohibition  of  imprisonment  for  a  debt.  It  has  been 
decided,  however,  that  though  the  intent  to  defraud  may  be  inferred 
from  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  the  case,  it  is  erroneous  to  instruct 
that  the  law  presumes  an  intent  to  defraud  when  a  man  issues  a  check 
on  a  bank  in  which  he  has  no  funds  to  meet  it.**  Obtaining  money 
on  a  check  on  a  bank  in  which  the  drawer  never  had  funds  or  which 
he  had  no  reason  to  believe  would  honor  his  check,  is  within  a  statute 
making  it  a  felony  to  obtain  money  by  the  use  of  any  false  or  bogus 
check.**  And  a  postdated  check  is  within  the  operation  of  a  statute 
providing  punishment  for  anyone  who  wilfully,  with  intent  to  defraud, 
draws  a  check  or  draft  on  a  bank  for  payment  of  money,  knowing 
that  he  has  no  funds  or  credit  with  which  to  meet  it  on  presentation. 
It  is  essential,  of  course,  that  there  should  be  on  the  part  of  one.  giving 
the  check  or  draft  both  present  knowledge  of  the  insufficiency  of  funds 
and  absence  of  credit  with  the  bank,  and  an  intent  to  defraud,  but 
no  reason  is  apparent  why  both  of  these  elements  may  not  exist  as 
well  in  the  case  of  a  postdated  cheek  or  draft  as  in  the  case  of  one 
bearing  the  date  of  its  delivery.**  However,  under  the  general  stat- 
utes relating  to  false  pretenses  there  are  decisions  to  the  effect  that  the 
giving  of  a  worthless  postdated  and  post-payable  check  will  not  sus- 
tain a  conviction,  because  the  giving  of  such  a  check  does  not  ajnount 
to  a  pretense  that  the  drawer  has  funds  in  the  bank  on  the  date  the 
check  is  issued,  but  at  most  is  merely  a  representation  that  at  a  future 
date  sufficient  funds  to  meet  it  will  be  in  the  hands  of  the  drawee.*' 
For  the  similar  reason  that  it  relates  to  an  intent  to  do  something  in 
the  future,  it  has  been  decided  that  securing  property  for  a  check 
which  the  maker  represents  is  good  and  will  be  paid,  when  he  in  fact 
intends  to  stop  payment  on  it,  does  not  render  him  guilty  of  obtain- 
ing property  by  false  pretenses,  within  a  statute  making  punishable 
any  person  who,  by  any  false  pretense,  obtains  from  any  other  person 
any  valuable  thing  with  intent  to  cheat  or  defraud.**  So,  a  statement 
by  the  drawer  that  tiie  check  is  not  collectable  may  have  the  effect 


13.  Maxey  v.  State,  85  Ark.  409, 
108  S.  W.  1135,  14  Ann.  Cas.  509. 

14.  State  V.  Pilling,  53  Wash.  464, 
102  Pac.  230,  132  A.  S.  R.  1080. 

15.  Williams  v.  Territory,  13  Ariz. 
27,  108  Pac.  243,  27  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
1032. 

16.  People  V.  Bcreovitz,  163  Cal. 


636,  126  Pae.  479,  43  LJl.A.(N.S.) 

667. 

17.  Brown  v.  State,  166  Ind.  85,  76 
N.  E.  881,  8  Ann.  Cas.  1068  and  note; 
State  V.  Ferris,  171  Ind.  562,  86  N. 
E.  993,  41  L.R.A.(N.S.)  173  and  note. 

18.  People  T.  Orris,  52  Colo.  244, 
121  Pac.  163,  41  L.R.A.(N.S.)  170. 
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of  relieving  him  from  criminal  responsibility."  A  person  who,  with 
intent  to  defraud,  obtains  money  by  representing  that  a  claim  which 
he  knows  to  be  false  is  a  valid  one  may  be  convicted  of  obtaining 
money  by  false  pretenses.  This  question  has  arisen  in  connection  with 
claims  against  public  corporations.  And  it  may  be  pointed  out  that 
on  the  issue  whether  the  accused  has  obtained  money  on  a  false 
representation  or  pretense,  it  is  immaterial  that  the  alleged  false 
claim,  on  which  the  money  was  received,  was  not  perfect  or  legal  in 
form.  On  these  principles  it  has  been  held  that  one  who  makes  out 
and  files  a  claim  against  a  county  for  services  for  which  he  has  already 
been  paid,  thereby  receives  a  supervisor's  check  therefor  and  procures 
its  payment  to  him  by  the  county  treasurer,  is  guilty  of  obtaining 
money  under  false  pretenses,  regardless  of  whether  the  supervisors 
knew  of  or  participated  in  the  fraud,  the  supervisor  not  being  deeme<^ 
the  agent  of  the  county  to  such  extent  that  his  knowledge  is  imputable 
to  the  county  in  such  a  case.** 

IV.  pROSECUTIOirS 


In  Oenercd 

36.  Venue. — ^Within  the  rule  that  a  crime  must  be  prosecuted  in 

the  jurisdiction  where  it  is  committed,'  a  prosecution  for  criminal 
false  pretenses  must  be  bad  in  the  county,  district,  or  state  where  the 
offense  was  consummated  by  the  obtaining  of  the  property,  even 
though  the  inducing  pretenses  were  made  elsewhere*  and  the  con- 
summation by  delivery  of  the  property  was  effected  through  the 
instrumentality  of  an  innocent  agent,  without  the  personal  presence 
of  the  principal.*  So,  on  the  theory  that  delivery  to  a  carrier  is  de- 
livery to  the  consignee's  agent,  and  that  the  title  passes  subject  only 
to  the  right  of  stoppage  in  transitu,*  it  has  frequently  been  held  that 
where  property  has  been  delivered  to  a  carrier  to  be  transported  to  the 
defendant  in  another  state  the  venue  must  be  laid  in  the  jurisdiction 
where  such  deUvery  was  made.*  This  view,  however,  has  been  disap- 

19.  State  V.  Miller,  47  Ore.  562,  85  Tnyl,  1  Mete.  (Ky.)  1,  71  Am.  Dec. 
Pac.  81,  6  L.R.A.{N.S.)  365.  455;  Bates  v.  State,  124  Wis.  612,  103 

20.  State  v.  Talley,  77  S.  C.  99,  57  N.  W.  251,  4  Ann.  Caa.  365  and  note. 
S.  E.  618,  122  A.  S.  R.  559,  11  L.R.A.  Notes:  25  A.  S.  R.  384;  8  Eng.  Rnl. 
(N.S.^  938.  Cas.  147. 

1.  See  Criminal  Law,  vol.  8,  p.  98     See  generally,  Venub. 

et  eeq.  3.  People  v.  Adams,  3  Denio  (N. 

2.  Connor  v.  State,  29  Fla.  455,  10  Y.)  190,  45  Am.  Dec.  468. 

So.  891,  30  A.  S.  R.  126;  Graham  v,  4.  See  Carriers,  vol.  4,  p.  941  et 

People,  181  III.  477,  55  N.  E.  179,  47  seq.   See  also  Sales. 

L.R.A.  731 ;  Stewart  v.  Jessup,  51  Ind.  5.  Norris  v.  State,  25  Ohio  St.  217, 

413,  19  Am.  Rep.  739;  State  v.  Smith,  18  Am.  Rep.  291. 

162  la.  336,  144  N.  W.  33,  49  L.R.A.  Notes:  49  L.Rji..(N.S.)  835  ;  4  Ann. 

(N.S.)  834  and  note;  Com.  v.  Van-  Cas.  369. 
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proved  in  a  case  involving  a  false  financial  statement  mailed  from 
one  state  to  another,  followed  by  an  interstate  shipment;  the  buyer 
being  held  indictable  in  the  state  where  the  goods  were  delivered  to 
him  by  the  carrier.*  Where  instruments  for  the  payment  of  money 
are  sent  by  mail,  even  greater  difficulties  are  presented.  There  is 
authority  to  the  effect  that  under  the  rule  that  the  crime  of  obtaining 
money  by  means  of  false  representations  is  committed  where  the  money 
is  obtained,  the  court  has  no  jurisdiction  where  it  is  shown  that  defend- 
ant procured  a  draft  to  be  sent  to  and  paid  at  a  bank  outside  the  state.' 
Borne  of  the  cases  proceed  on  the  theory  that  where  a  person  is  indicted 
for  obtaining  a  draft  by  representations  made  in  one  county,  and  it 
appears  that  the  draft  was  mailed  in  another,  the  person  from  whom 
the  draft  was  obtained  having  surrendered  possession  of  it  by  placing 
it  in  the  post  office,  addressed  to  the  person  obtaining  the  money,  the 
post  office  department  is  deemed  to  be  the  agent  of  the  person  receiv- 
ing it,  in  the  same  way  that  a  common  carrier  would  have  been  his 
agent  if  the  draft  had  been  given  to  it  for  delivery  to  him,  and  that 
therefore  the  defendant  should  be  prosecuted  in  the  jurisdiction  where 
die  draft  was  mailed.^  On  Uie  oih&r  hand,  it  has  been  decided  that 
the  courts  of  a  county  in  which  a  letter  containing  false  representations 
was  written,  and  in  which  a  check  obtained  in  consequence  thereof  was 
deposited  in  a  bank  to  the  defendant's  credit,  have  jurisdiction  of  a 
prosecution  for  obtaining  money  by  false  pretenses,  the  crime  having 
been  committed  partly  in  that  county,  though  the  check  was  mailed 
from  another  state  and  drawn  upon  a  bank  in  another  county.*  Where 
the  crime  is  begun  and  ended  in  different  districts  the  defendant  may, 
under  the  statutes  of  some  states,  be  prosecuted  in  either  district.*" 
An  attempt  is  committed  at  the  place  where  the  effort  to  get  the 
property  was  made." 

37,  Victim's  Illegal  Purpose  as  Defense. — ^In  several  Jurisdictions 
there  are  cases  which  hold  that  the  illegal  intent  of  the  prosecutor  is 
a  defense.  This  holding  is  based  in  part  on  the  language  of  the 
preamble  of  the  English  statute  of  30  Geo.  II,  chap.  24,  of  which  the 
statutes  of  some  states  are  substantially  transcripts,  which  recites  that 
ill-disposed  persons  had,  by  various  subtle  stratagems,  fraudulently 
obtained  divers  sums  of  money,  etc.,  to  the  great  injury  of  industrious 
families,  and  to  the  manifest  prejudice  of  trade  and  credit,  etc.  From 
this  it  was  concluded  that  the  design  of  the  law  was  to  protect  those 
who,  for  some  honest  purpose,  were  induced,  on  false  and  fraudulent 

6.  Com.  T.  Sehmniik,  207  Pa.  St     Note:  49  L.R.A.(N.S.)  837. 

544,  56  Atl.  1088,  99  A.  S.  R.  801.  9.  State  v.  Smith,  162  la.  336,  144 

7.  Bates  v.  SUte,  124  Wis.  612, 103  N.  W.  32,  49  L.RJl.(N.S.)  834. 

N.  W.  251,  4  Ann.  Cas.  365.  10.  Notes:  49  L.R.A.(N.S.)  838;  4 

8.  State  T.  Brigga,  74  Kan.  377,  86  Ann.  Cas.  369. 

Pac.  447,  10  Ann.  Gas.  004,  7  L.R.A.      11.  Note:  44  A.  S.  R.  83. 
(N.S.)  278. 


Digitized  by  Google 


$  38  FALSE  PRETENSES  U  E.  C.  L. 

representations,  to  give  credit  or  part  with  property  to  anotfaCT,  and  not 
to  protect  those  who  parted  with  their  goods  for  unworthy  or  illegal 

purposes.  These  cases  have,  moreover,  applied  to  prosecutions  for 
obtaining  property  by  false  pretenses  the  rule  prevailing  in  civil  suits 
that  neither  the  law  nor  public  policy  designs  to  protect  rogues  in 
their  dealings  with  each  other  or  to  insure  fair  dealing  and  truthful- 
ness, as  between  each  other,  in  their  dishonest  practices.**  These 
doclrines,  however,  have  been  repudiated  in  some  jurisdictions,  either 
by  decisions  or  statute.  They  have  likewise  been  severely  criticised 
in  other  jurisdictions  on  the  ground  that  they  failed  to  observe  the 
distinction  between  a  suit  inter  partes  and  an  indictment  for  a  viola- 
tion of  the  criminal  law.  The  offense  of  obtaining  money  or  other 
property  by  false  pretenses  is  committed  against  the  public  and  not 
against  the  individual,  and  there  is  no  principle  of  law  that  will  bar 
the  state  from  prosecuting  a  criminal  because  some  other  person  is  a 
particeps  criminis.  According  to  the  weight  of  authority,  it  is  there- 
fore no  defense  to  a  criminal  prosecution  for  obtaining  property  by 
false  pretenses  or  confidence  game,  that  the  prosecuting  witness  him- 
self, in  the  very  transaction  of  which  he  complains,  was  guilty  of  an 
intent  to  defraud  the  defendant  or  another,  or  to  violate  some  law.** 
38.  Instructions;  Punishment. — Where  an  instruction  in  a  prose- 
cution for  obtaining  money  under  false  pretenses  requires  the  jury  to 
find  every  essential  fact  necessary  to  constitute  the  offense  with  which 
the  defendant  is  charged,  there  is  no  necessity  of  any  further  definition 
of  the  crime,  as  "false  pretenses"  and  "false  representations"  are  not 
technical  terms.**  So,  on  a  prosecution  for  cheating  by  false  pretenses, 
an  instruction  using  the  word  "falsely,"  in  connection  with  "represen- 
tations" made,  is  not  erroneous,  if  it  manifestly  means  something  more 
than  "mistakenly,"  or  "untruly,"  and  must  have  been,  in  the  light 
of  other  instructions,  so  understood  by  the  jury.**  Where  the  evi- 
dence warrants,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  court  to  instruct  that  if  the 
misrepresentation  was  not  an  inducing,  controlling  motive  with  the 
prosecutor  to  part  with  the  property,  there  should  not  be  a  conviction. 
Therefore,  instructions  omitting  all  proper  reference  to  the  testimony 
of  the  prosecutor  tending  to  show  that  he  was  not  influenced  in  part- 
ing with  the  property  by  the  representation  of  the  accused,  and  in 

12.  SUte  V.  Crowley,  41  Wis.  271,  85,  86  S.  W.  758,  13  Ann.  Cas.  561 
22  Am.  Rep.  719.  and  note. 

Notes:  17  LJB.A.{N.S.)  278;  13  Note:  17  LJl.A.(N.S.)  276  et  acq. 

Ann.  Cas.  564.  14.  State  v.  Keyes,  196  Mo.  136,  93 

13.  In  re  Cnmmins,  16  Colo.  451,  S.  W.  801,  7  Ann.  Ca8.  23,  6  L.RA. 
27  Pac.  887,  25  A.  S.  R.  291,  13  (N.S.)  369. 

L.R~A..  762;  Horton  v.  State,  85  Ohio  16.  State  v.  Brady,  100  la.  191,  60 

St.  13,  96  N.  E.  797,  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  N.  W.  290,  62  A.  S.  B.  560,  36  hJt,JL 

90  and  note,  39  L.R.A.(N.S.)  423  and  693. 
note:  Lovell  v.  State>  48  Tex.  Crim. 
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effect  excluding  that  evidence  from  the  consideration  of  tbe  jury, 
has  been  held  erroneous  as  being  misleading.'*  But  where  the  jury 
are  instructed  that  they  must  find  that  the  prosecuting  witness  has 
been  cheated  and  swindled  in  the  transaction  out  of  which  the  prose- 
cution grows,  it  is  unnecessary  to  tell  them  specifically  that  they 
must  find  that  the  thing  sold  was  not  worth  the  amount  paid  for  it."' 
Elsewhere  is  discussed  the  question  as  to  what  punishments  are  so 
severe  or  excessive  as  to  come  within  the  constitutional  prohibitions  of 
cruel  and  unusual  punishments.'®  It  may,  however,  be  pointed  out 
that  in  prosecutions  for  obtaining  property  by  false  pretenses  large 
fines  and  comparatively  long  sentences  have  been  upheld  as  not  being 
excessive,  notwithstanding  the  fact  t^at  the  value  of  the  property 
obtained  by  means  of  the  crime  was  small.'* 

Indictment 

39.  In  General. — An  indictment  for  obtaining  property  by  false 
pretenses  is  sufficient  if  the  language  used  is  such  that  it  designates 
die  person  charged  and  indicates  to  him  the  crime  of  which  he  is 
accused.'^  It  must,  however,  have  that  degree  of  certainty  and  pre- 
cision which  will  fully  inform  the  accused  of  the  special  character 
of  the  charge  against  which  he  is  called  on  to  defend,  and  will  enable 
the  court  to  determine  whether  the  facts  alleged  on  the  face  of  the 
indictment  are  sufiicient  in  the  contemplation  of  law  to  constitute 
a  crime,  so  that  the  record  may  stand  as  a  protection  against  further 
prosecution  for  the  same  alleged  offense.*  It  must  aver  all  the  material 
elements  of  the  offense,*  and  hence  must  show  what  the  false  pre- 
tenses were;  that  they  were  made  or  authorized  by  the  defendant; 
that  they  were  false  and  fraudulent,  and  deceived  the  prosecutor; 
and  what  was  obtained  by  and  under  thetn ;  or,  as  differently  expressed, 
it  must  set  out  the  pretenses  and  the  scienter,  and  that  by  means  of 
the  pretenses,  which  were  false,  the  defrauded  party  was  induced  to 
part  with  the  property  described.*  Generally,  it  is  sufficient  to  follow 
the  language  of  the  statute,  without  averring  that  the  pretenses  were 
feloniously  made.*   So,  though  there  is  some  authority  to  the  con- 

16.  Woodbnry  v.  State,  69  Ala.  242,  1.  State  t.  Blizzard,  70  Md.  386,  17 
44  Am.  Rep.  515.  Atl.  270,  14  A.  S.  R.  366. 

17.  People  V.  Donaldson,  255  HI.  2.  Horlon  v.  State,  85  Ohio  St.  13, 
19,  99  N.  E.  62,  Ann.  Cas.  1913D  90.  96  N.  E.  797,  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  90, 

18.  See  Cbiuinal  Law,  toL  8,  p.  39  L.R.A.(N.S.)  423.  See  supra,  par. 
262  et  Beq.  7  et  seq.,  as  to  elements. 

19.  Notes:  35  L.R.A.  671;  19  Ann.  3.  Note:  25  A.  S.  R.  384. 

Cas  729.  4.  State  v.  Switzer,  63  Yt  604,  23 

20.  State  v.  Toney,  81  Ohio  St.  130,  AtL  724,  25  A.  S.  E.  789. 
90  N.  E.  142,  18  Ann.  Gas.  395.  See 

generally,  Indiotkents  and  Informa- 
tions. 
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trary,  an  indictment  for  obtaining  money  by  means  of  a  confidenoe 
game  has  been  held  to  be  sufficient  if  couched  in  the  language  of  the 
statute.' 

40.  Parties. — ^The  indictment  is  not  invaKdated  by  the  fact  that  it 
charges  the  several  acts  constituting  the  offense  to  bave  been  com- 
mitted by  the  defendant  in  some  particular  capacity,  such  as  a  mer- 
chandise broker.  Such  an  allegation  may  be  treated  aa  surplusage; 
and  the  same  is  true  of  an  allegation  that  the  defendant  received  and 
obtained  possession  of  the  property  in  his  capacity  as  a  merchandise 
broker.*  In  some  jurisdictions  it  is  provided  by  statute  that  it  is 
sufficient  to  allege  that  the  accused  did  the  acts  with  an  intent  to 
defraud  without  alleging  an  intent  to  defraud  any  particular  person. 
Such  statutes  dispense  with  the  necessity  of  alleging  the  name  of  the 
person  defrauded.'  But  in  the  absence  of  such  a  statute  it  is  generally 
held  that  the  indictment  must  state  the  name  of  the  individual  alleged 
to  have  been  defrauded  by  the  pretenses.  The  rule  seems  to  be  based 
on  the  right  of  an  accused  to  be  given  notice  of  all  of  the  particulars 
of  the  crime  charged  and  on  the  reasoning  that  if  the  name  of  the 
person  defrauded  is  not  given  the  indictment  is  indefinite  and  vague 
and  therefore  insufficient.  Where  a  corporation  is  defrauded  it  is 
sufficient  to  name  it,  without  designating  any  particular  individual 
to  whom  the  representation  was  made.' 

41.  Pretense. — In  some  states  there  are  statutes  dispensing  with 
the  necessity  of  stating  the  false  pretenses  intended  to  be  relied  on.* 
But  in  the  absence  of  statute,  the  indictment  must  state  what  the 
false  pretenses  are,  and  must  allege  them  in  such  terms  that  the 
court  can  determine  whether  or  not  the  crime  is  within  the  stat- 
ute, and  also  with  such  certainty  that  the  defendant  can  ascertain 
whether  they  constitute  an  indictable  offense  or  not.  However,  if 
an  indictment  seta  out  the  false  pretenses  with  such  certainty  as 
clearly  to  bring  them  within  the  statute,  it  is  not  essential  that  all 
the  details  of  the  fraud  should  be  stated.^**  .It  is  essential  that  the 
indictment  should  show  that  the  false  pretense  related  to  a  past  event, 
or  a  fact  having  a  present  existence,  and  not  to  something  to  happen 
in  the  future,  whether  in  the  nature  of  a  promise  or  not;  but  an 
indictment  alleging  several  matters  as  false  pretenses,  some  of  which 
have  a  present  existence,  ^is  not  bad  for  the  reason  that  one  of  the 

6.  Note:  134  A.  S.  R.  365.  Pac  230,  132  A.  8.  B.  1080. 

6.  Com.  V.  Jeffries,  7  Allen  (Maas.)      Note:  17  Ann.  CaB.  624. 

548,  83  Am.  Dec.  712.  8.  BaUey  v.  State,  159  Ala.  4,  48 

7.  State  V.  Blizzard,  70  Md.  385,  So.  791,  17  Ann.  Cas.  623  and  note. 
17  At!.  270, 14  A.  S.  R.  3fi6;  State  v.  See  infra,  par.  44. 

Salisbury  Ice,  etc.,  Co.,  166  N.  C.  366,     9.  State  v.  Blizzard,  70  Md.  385,  17 
81  S.  E.  737,  52  L.R.A.tN.S.)  216;  Atl.  270,  14  A.  S.  R.  366. 
State  T.  PiUing,  63  Wash.  464,  102     10.  Note:  25  A.  S.  R.  384  et  seq. 

85S 


Digitized  by  Google 


U  R.  C.  L. 


FALSE  PEETENSES 


»42,  43 


pretenses  alleged  relates  to  something  to  be  done  in  the  future.'*  It 
has  frequently  been  held  to  be  essential  to  the  validity  of  the  indict- 
ment that  it  should  contain  a  distinct  and  specific  averment  that  the 
pretenses  charged,  or  some  of  them,  are  false  in  fact.**  There  may 
be  a  state  of  facts  where  it  would  not  be  apparent  upon  their  mere 
recital  that  they  alone  were  capable  of  defrauding,  and,  in  jurisdic- 
tions where  the  pretenses  are  required  to  be  capable,  of  defrauding, 
it  may  be  the  better  practice  in  such  cases  to  aver  that  they  were 
capable  of  defrauding,  as  well  as  did  defraud,  the  prosecutor.  But 
where  the  facta  recited  show  upon  their  face  that  they  were  capable 
of  defrauding,  and  it  is  charged  that  the  defendant  by  them  did 
intentionally  and  wickedly  defraud  the  prosecuting  witness,  it  is 
useless  to  charge  specifically  that  they  were  capable  of  defrauding.** 

42.  Intent  to  Defraud  and  Knowledge  of  Falsity. — ^The  indict- 
ment should  allege  the  fraudulent  character  of  the  representations.*^ 
80,  an  indictment  for  obtaining  a  signature  to  a  note  by  means  of  false 
pretenses  must  allege  that  such  signature  was  obtained  with  design 
to  defraud.*'  It  is  also  essential  that  the  indictment  should  allege  that 
the  defendant  made  the  pretenses  with  a  knowledge  of  their  falsity.** 
This  rule  has  been  carried  even  to  the  extent  of  holding  that  an 
allegation  characterizing  the  representation  as  both  false  and  fraud- 
ulent is  not  equivalent  to  an  allegation  that  the  representation  was 
knowingly  false,  and  that  such  an  indictment  is  defective  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  the  statute  does  not  use  the  word  "knowingly."  *' 

43.  Means  Used. — ^^Vhere  a  written  instrument  is  only  a  step  in 
the  transaction  or  an  incident  of  the  offense,  a  particular  description 
thereof  is  unnecessary.**  Similarly,  where  an  application  for  a  loan 
is  a  mere  incident  in  the  transaction  between  the  parties,  it  is  even 
unnecessary  to  allege  whether  the  application  was  written  or  oral.** 
Where  the  indictment  is  based  on  a  written  instrument,  there  is  some 
conflict  as  to  whether  the  instrument  must  be  set  out.  Some  cases 
bold  that  where  the  injured  person  parted  with  his  property  by  means 
of  a  contract  with  the  accused,  the  indictment  must  set  out  or  show 
the  contract.***  In  other  cases  the  rule  is  stated  to  be  that  whenever 

11.  Notes:  25  A.  8.  R.  385;  10  par.  12  et  seq.,  as  to  necessity  of 
L.R.A.  305.  plausibility,  etc.,  of  pretense. 

12.  Horton  v.  State,  85  Ohio  St.  13,      14.  Note:  25  A.  S.  R.  384. 

96  N.  E.  797,  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  90,  39  15.  State  v.  Switzer,  63  Vt.  604,  22 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  423;  Tyler  v.  State,  2  Atl.  724,  25  A.  S.  R.  789. 

Humph.  (Tenn.)  37,  36  Am.  Dec.  298;  16.  Note:  25  A.  S.  R.  384. 

Rex  V.  Perrott,  2  M.  &  S.  379, 15  Rev,  17.  Doxey  v.  State,  47  Tex.  Crim, 

Rep.  281,  8  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  116.  503,  84  S.  W.  1061,  11  Ann.  Cas.  830. 

Notes:  25  A.  S.  R.  384;  10  L.R.A.  18.  Note:  11  Ann.  Cas.  834. 

805.  19.  State  v.  Briggs,  74  Kan.  377,  86 

13.  Com.  T.  Beckett,  119  Ky.  817,  84  Pac.  447,  10  Ann.  Cas.  904,  7  LJt.A. 
8.  W.  758,  27  Ky.  L.  Rep.  265, 115  A.  (N.S.)  278. 

8.  B.  285,  68  LJt.A.  638.   See  rapia,     20.  Note:  27  L.RA.(N.S.)  368. 
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a  writtoii  instrument  forms  the  basis  of  the  charge  the  instrument 
should  be  set  out  in  full.  But  even  under  this  rule  there  may  be 
cases  where  it  will  be  necessary  to  set  out  only  part  of  the  writing, 
that  is,  such  part  as  is  pertinent  to  the  issue  and  shows  the  whole  of 
the  representation  made  to  induce  the  prosecuting  witness  to  part 
with  his  property.  All  that  this  rule  requires  is  that  where,  in  a 
prosecution  for  swindling,  a  written  instrument  is  relied  on  as  con- 
taining the  false  representations  by  which  the  swindling  was  accom- 
plished, the  entire  instrument  must  be  set  out  in  the  indictment  where 
that  is  essential  to  show  the  true  purpose  with  which  the  instrument 
was  written.*  Moreover,  the  necessity  of  setting  out  the  instrument 
is  sometimes  denied.*  It  is  also  held  that  where  the  money  or  prop* 
erty  is  obtained  by  the  use  of  a  false  or  defective  written  instrument, 
it  is  not  essential  that  its  tenor  should  be  stated  at  length,  but  it  must 
be  set  out  with  sufficient  precision  to  indicate  its  nature  and  contents.* 
In  an  indictment  for  obtaining  goods  by  false  pretenses,  charging 
that  the  accused,  by  falsely  representing  that  he  had  money  in  bank, 
thereby  induced  another  to  accept  a  check  in  payment  for  goods  sold 
and  delivered,  a  further  averment,  characterizing  the  check  issued  as 
"a  false  token"  or  "a  false  writing"  may  be  disregarded  as  surplusage, 
as  it  neither  adds  to  nor  detracts  from  the  material  allegation  charging 
the  gist  of  the  offense.*  Under  a  statute  expressly  providing  liiat  the 
indictment  shall  be  sufficient  if  it  charges  the  obtaining  of  money 
by  means  of  a  confidence  game,  an  indictment  so  charging  is  sufficient, 
without  alleging  the  devices  by  means  of  which  the  game  was  prac- 
ticed.  Such  a  statute  has  been  declared  constitutional.' 

44.  Thing  Obtained;  Ownership. — It  is  laid  down  by  many  authori- 
ties that  in  indictments  for  obtaining  goods  under  false  pretenses  the 
property  should  be  described  with  as  much  accuracy  and  particularity 
as  in  indictments  for  larceny.*  The  property  should  be  described,  at 
least  in  part,  with  such  certainty  as  to  enable  the  jury  to  decide 
whether  the  chattel  proved  to  have  been  obtained  is  the  same  as  that 
upon  which  the  indictment  was  founded.'  Even  under  a  statute  pro- 
viding that  in  indictments  for  obtaining  by  false  pretenses  any  imtru- 
ment  it  shall  be  sufficient  to  describe  such  instrument  by  any  name 
or  designation  by  which  the  same  may  be  usually  known,  or  by  the 
purport  thereof,  without  setting  out  a  copy  or  facdmile  thereof,  or 

1.  Doiey  V.  Stete,  47  Tex.  Crim.  55  N.  E.  179,  47  L.R.A.  731 ;  People  v. 
503,  84  S.  W.  1061,  U  Ann.  Gas.  830  Clark,  256  III.  14,  99  N.  E.  866,  Ann. 
and  note.  Cas.  IQISE  214. 

2.  Note:  11  Ann.  Cas.  833.  6.  In  re  Waterman,  29  Nev.  288,  89 

3.  Note:  25  A.  S.  R.  385.  Pac.  291,  13  Ann.  Cas.  926,  11  LJI.A. 

4.  Barton  v.  People,  135  III.  405,  25  (N.S.)  424. 

N.  E.  776,  26  A.  S.  R.  375,  10  L.R.A.     Note:  25  A.  S.  R.  386. 

302.  7.  State  v.  Kube,  20  Wis.  217,  91 

5.  Graham  v.  People,  181  HI.  477,  Am.  Dee.  390. 
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otherwise  describing  the  same,  it  hag  been  decided  that  the  purport 
or  other  proper  designation  of  the  instrument  should  be  given,  so 
that  there  may  be  no  mistake  as  to  the  identification  of  the  instrument 
described  with  that  produced  in  evidence.^  But  it  is  otherwise  under 
a  statute  providing  that  in  an  indictoient  for  obtaining  money  by  false 
pretenses  it  shall  be  sufficient  to  charge  the  obtaining  of  money  with- 
out any  other  words  of  description  whatever.  Money  is  a  thing  so 
well  understood  that  the  legislature  may  provide  tiiat  where  a  person 
is  accused  of  obtaining  it  by  criminal  means,  unnec^sary  and  im- 
material particulars  further  identifying  the  subject  of  the  crime  may 
be  omitted  from  the  indictment.'  When  the  punishment  does  not 
depend  on  the  value  of  the  property  obtained,  no  allegation  as  to 
value  is  required.**  At  any  rate,  there  is  a  sufficient  allegation  of 
value,  where  the  property  is  described  as  a  package  of  money  con- 
taining a  certain  sum  of  dollars  in  bank  bills,  because  bank  bills 
which  are  current  as  a  medium  of  exchange  are  money,  and  the 
allegation  is  equivalent  to  one  that  the  package  contained  bank  bills 
to  the  amount  of  the  specified  numj^er  of  dollars,  which  passed  current 
as  money.'*  It  has  been  held  that  a  direct  allegation  as  to  the  owner- 
ship of  the  property  obtained  is  unnecessary,  and  that  it  is  sufficient  if 
from  the  entire  indictment  it  appears  to  whom  the  property  belonged.** 
But  the  numerical  weight  of  authority  is  to  the  effect  that  in  the 
absence  of  statute  the  indictment  must  allege  directly  and  distinctly 
the  ownership  of  the  property  obtained,  or  state  some  legal  excuse  for 
omitting  that  averment.  The  purpose  of  this  requirement  has  been 
said  to  be  to  enable  the  defendant  to  plead  an  acquittal  or  conviction 
on  such  an  indictment  in  bar  to  a  subsequent  prosecution  in  respect 
to  the  same  matter.**  Where  the  possession  was  obtained  from  an 
agent  or  bailee^  it  is  usually  deemed  proper  to  allege  ownership  in 
him,**  but  there  is  authority  to  the  effect  that  the  ownership  may 
be  laid  in  the  principal,*'  and  it  has  also  been  held  that  an  allegation 
of  ownership  in  an  agent  is  not  siutained  by  proof  of  ownership  in 
the  principal.** 

45.  Transfer  and  Relation  of  Pretense  Thereto. — The  indictment 
is  fatally  defective  if  it  fails  to  allege  that  the  defendant  obtained 
directly  or  indirectly  from  the  person  aUeged  to  have  been  defrauded 

8.  State  V.  Blizzard,  70  Md.  385,  17  70  Md.  385,  17  Atl.  270,  14  A.  S.  R. 
Ail.  270, 14  A.  S.  R.  366.  366;  Territory  v.  Hubbell,  13  N.  M. 

9.  People  V.  Clark,  256  Tl.  14,  99  579,  86  Pac.  747,  13  Ann.  Cas.  848 
N.  E.  866,  Ann.  Cas.  1913E  214.  and  note. 

10.  Note:  25  A.  S.  R.  386.  Note:  25  A.  S.  R.  386. 

11.  State  V.  Kube,  20  Wis.  217,  91  14.  Note:  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  645  et 
Am.  Dec.  390.  seq. 

12.  Note:  13  Ann.  Cas.  849.  15.  Note:  25  A.  S.  R.  386. 

13.  Thompson  v.  People,  24  III.  60,  16.  Martins  v.  State,  17  Wyo.  319, 
76  Am.  Deo.  733:  State  v.  Blizzard,  98  Pac.  709,  22  LJl.A.(N.S.)  645. 
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or  from  any  one  else  any  money  or  thing  of  value.*'  It  has  been 
nsdd  that  an  allegation  that  the  person  defrauded  was,  by  reason  of  and 
in  reliance  upon  the  false  pretenses  of  the  defendant,  induced  to  part 
with,  and  did  part  with,  the  ownership  of  the  property  to  the  defend- 
ant, is  not  the  equivalent  of  an  allegation  that  the  defendant  obtained 
the  property.'^  But  an  allegation  that  the  defendant  obtained  the 
signature  to  a  note  by  means  of  false  pretenses  implies  a  further 
allegation  of  the  delivery  of  the  note  to  him.**  It  has  been  decided 
that  an  indictment  for  obtaining  money  by  means  of  false  pretenses, 
which  alleges  that  such  pretenses  were  made  in  a  certain  county,  but 
fails  to  state  where  the  money  was  obtained,  is  insufficient,  and  that 
an  indictment  for  obtaining  money  by  means  of  false  pretenses  alleged 
to  have  been  made  in  one  or  two  places,  followed  by  the  use  of  the 
phrase  "then  and  there"  in  charging  the  obtaining  of  the  money,  is 
insufficient  and  uncertain  as  to  the  jurisdictional  locality  where  the 
money  was  obtained  and  the  crime  committed.**  The  indictment 
must  also  charge  in  terras  that  the  property  was  acquired  by  means 
0^  the  false  pretenses  alleged,*  but'a  further  description  of  such  pre- 
tenses as  inducements  and  representations  has  been  declared  to  be 
surplusage,*  nor,  it  is  held,  is  it  necessary  to  allege,  further,  that  the 
owner  relied  on  the  specified  pretenses  in  parting  with  his  property,* 
though  there  is  authority  to  the  contrary.*  It  has  been  declared  that 
an  examination  shows  that  in  the  majority  of  the  cases  where  the 
indictment  was  held  insufficient  for  want  of  averment  of  facts  to  show 
the  connection  between  the  pretenses  and  the  loss,  the  circumstances 
were  such  that  obviously  there  was  no  natural  connection  between  the 
facts  averred  and  the  injury,  to  show  the  relation  of  the  parties,  or  just 
how  or  why  a  person  would  be  induced  to  part  with  his  property  upon 
the  strength  of  such  statements.*  Generally  it  is  a  sufficient  allega- 
tion that  the  person  deceived  believed  the  false  pretenses  to  be  true, 
and  relied  upon  their  truth,  where  it  is  alleged  that,  behoving  them 
and  being  deceived  thereby,  he  was  induced  by  reason  thereof  to 
deliver  and  did  deliver  the  property.* 

17.  In  re  Waterman,  29  Nev.  288,  89  Notes:  25  A.  S.  R.  384:  10  L.RA. 
Pac.  291, 13  Ann.  Caa.  926,  U  hSLA.  306. 

(N.S.)  424.  2.  State  v.  Switzer,  63  Vt  604,  22 

Note:  25  A.  S.  R,  386.  Atl.  724,  25  A.  S.  R.  789. 

18.  Connor  v.  State,  29  Fla.  455,  3.  Norris  v.  State,  25  Ohio  St  217, 
10  So.  891,  30  A.  S.  R.  126.  18  Am.  Rep.  291. 

19.  State  V.  Switzer,  63  Vt  604,  22  4.  Note:  25  A.  S.  R.  384. 

Atl.  724,  25  A.  S.  R.  789.  6.  State  v.  Whedbee,  152  N.  C.  770, 

20.  Connor  v.  State,  29  PU.  455,  10  67  S.  E.  60,  27  L.R^(N.S.)  363  and 
So.  891,  30  A.  S.  R.  126.  note. 

1,  Horton  t.  SUte,  85  Ohio  St  13,  6.  State  v.  Enbe,  20  Wie.  217.  91 

96  N.  E.  797,  Ann.  Gas.  1913B  90,  39  Am.  Dee.  390. 
L.RA.(N.S.)  423. 
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46.  Variance;  Amendmeat. — If  the  pretense  charged  is  proved  in 
substance,  and  is  one  which  naturally  would,  and  in  fact  did,  lead  the 
prosecutor  to  part  with  his  property,  it  need  not  be  proved  in-  the 
exact  words  alleged,  but  the  idea  conveyed  by  the  defendant  and  that 
alleged  must  be  identified  by  the  proof.'  An  averment  that  the  de- 
fendant falsely  pretended  that  be  had  an  order  from  a  certain  person, 
whose  name  he  did  not  disclose,  to  purchase  the  goods  at  a  certain 
price,  is  sustained  by  proof  that  he  falsely  pretended  that  he  had  an 
order  from  that  person  to  purchase  the  goods,  and  bargained  for  them 
on  his  own  behalf  at  that  price.^  Moreover,  though  an  indictment 
for  obtaining  money  under  false  pretenses  alleges  several  pretenses, 
proof  of  any  one  of  them  is  sufficient  to  support  a  conviction And 
there  is  no  variance  between  an  averment  that  the  vendor  was  induced 
by  reason  of  the  false  pretenses  to  accept  the  offer  and  sell  and  deliver 
the  goods,  and  proof  that  ,  his  inducement  was  the  expectation  of 
receiving  the  price  from  the  undisclosed  principal,  if  it  appears  that 
this  expectation  was  created  by  the  false  pretenses  of  the  defendant. 
There  is  authority  to  the  effect  that  an  allegation  of  obtaining  money 
is  not  satistied  by  proof  of  obtaining  some  other  property,  even  so 
nearly  the  equivalent  of  money  as  evidences  of  money  indebtedness 
or  orders  to  pay  money.'*  Similarly,  it  has  been  decided  that  proof 
that  defendant  obtained  a  package  of  money  in  gold  or  silver  coin 
will  not  meet  an  allegation  that  he  obtained  a  package  of  money  in 
"bank  bills."  "  Though  the  cases  generally  hold  that  an  indict- 
ment which  lays  the  ownership  of  the  property  in  a  particular 
person  is  sustained  by  proof  that  such  person  is  an  agent  or  bailee 
for  the  owner,  there  is  some  authority  to-  the  effect  that  proof  of 
ownership  of  money  by  a  principal  will  not  support  a  conviction 
for  obtaining  money  from  the  owner  by  means  of  false  pretenses, 
under  an  information  which  lays  the  ownership  of  the  money  in 
the  one  who  had  the  custody  of  it,  but  who  was  in  fact  the  agent 
of  the  owner.**  And  in  jurisdictions  wherein  the  necessity  of  alleg- 
ing an  intent  to  defraud  a  particular  person  ia  dispensed  with  by 
statute,  the  naming  in  the  indictment  of  the  person  intended  to  be 
defrauded  is  immaterial,  and  may  be  treated  as  surplusage,  so  that 
evidence  that  a  different  person  was  defrauded  does  not  constitute  a 

7.  Note:  25  A.  S.  E.  390.  10.  Com.  v.  Jeflries,  7  Allen  (Mass.) 

8.  Com.  V.  Jeffries.  7  Allen  (Mass.)  648,  83  Am.  Dec.  712. 


9.  People  T.  Jordan,  66  Cat.  10,  4  Am.  Dec.  390;  Bates  v.  State,  124  Wis. 

Pac.  773,  56  Am.  Rep.  73;  State  v.  612,  103  N.  W.  251,  4  Ann.  Caa.  365. 

Hetrick,  84  Kan.  157,  113  Pac.  383,  12.  State  v.  Kube,  20  Wis.  217,  91 

34  L.R.A.(N.S.)  642;  State  v.  Keyea,  Am.  Dec.  390. 

196  Mo.  136,  93  S.  W.  801,  7  Ann.  13.  Martins  t.  State,  17  "Wyo.  319, 


648,  83  Am.  Dec.  712. 


11.  State  V.  Kube,  20  Wis;  217,  91 


Cas.  23,  6  LJt.A.(N.S.)  369. 
Kote:  26  A.  8.  R.  380,  390. 


98  Pac.  709,  22  L.RJL(N.S.)  645  and 
note.   See  snpra,  pu.  44. 


863 


Digitized  by  Google 


FALSE  PRETENSES 


11  R.  C.  L. 


variance.*^  It  has  been  decided  that  where  the  statute  distinguishes 
between  the  crime  of  obtaining  property  by  means  of  false  pretenses 

and  -the  crime  of  attempting  to  do  so,  an  indictment  for  attempting 
to  obtain  money  by  means  of  a  confidence  game  is  not  sustained  by 
evidence  that  the  defendant  succeeded  in  obtaining  money  by  means 
of  a  confidence  game.^^  An  amendment  of  an  indictment  charging 
the  obtaining  of  money  by  means  of  s  check  drawn  without  credit, 
by  inserting  after  a  recital  of  the  method  by  which  the  money  was 
obtained  the  words  "by  indorsing  defendant's  check  and  procuring 
money  thereon"  from  a  bank,  "which  was  thereupon  paid  to  the 
defendant,"  is  within  a  statute  permitting  the  amendment  of  indict- 
ments in  matters  of  form  or  description  which  do  not  prejudice  the 
substantial  rights  of  defendant.  Such  an  amendment  does  not  change 
the  charge,  but  shows  more  in  detail  than  was  done  in  the  original 
indictment  the  manner  in  which  the  fraud  was  consummated.^* 

Evidence 

47.  In  General. — The  burden  is  on  the  state  to  prove  the  commis- 
sion of  the  offense  of  obtaining  property  by  false  pretenses,  the  same 
as  on  other  criminal  prosecutions. In  view  of  the  rule  protecting 
the  accused  from  giving  evidence  against  himself,  one  court  has  gone 
to  the  extent  of  holding  that  the  account  books  of  one  charged  with 
having  obtained  money  by  false  pretenses  are  not  admissible  in  evi- 
dence against  him,  although  they  have  been  voluntarily  turned  over 
to  receivers  appointed  by  the  court  in  a  proceeding  to  which  accused 
consented.'*  And,  conversely,  it  has  also  been  decided  that  the  pris- 
oner's books,  without  other  testimony,  are  inadmissible  in  his  behalf 
to  show  the  state  of  the  account  of  one  whose  signature  he  is  charfjed 
to  have  obtained,  by  fal?e  pretenses,  to  a  note  for  more  than  was  due." 
Where  the  representations  related  to  the  value  of  corporate  stock  and 
the  extent  of  the  indebtedness  of  a  corporation,  evidence  as  to  n  solo 
of  the  property  of  the  corporation  and  as  to  a  mortgage  made  by  the 
corporation  is  relevant,  but  evidence  of  a  sale  which  took  place  two 
years  after  the  representations  were  made  and  of  a  mortgage  made 
a  year  before  has  been  excluded.-"  Likewise,  on  a  prosecution, for 
obtaining  a  loan  on  certain  premises  by  means  of  false  pretenses, 
evidence  concerning  the  value  of  the  premises  is  relevant  as  show- 

14.  State  V.  Salisbury  lee,  etc.,  Co.,  17.  Note:  25  A.  S.  R.  389.  See  gen- 
166  N.  C.  366,  81  S.  E.  737,  62  L.R.A.  erally,  Ckiminal  Law,  vol.  8,  p.  169 
(N.S.)  216;  State  v.  Pilling,  53  Wash,  et  seq. 

464,  102  Pae.  230,  132  A.  S.  R.  1080.  18.  Blum  v.  State,  94  Md.  375,  51 

See  supra,  par.  40.  Atl.  26,  56  L.R.A.  322. 

15.  Graham  v.  People,  181  HI.  477,  19.  People  v.  Genung,  11  Wend. 
55  N.  E.  170,  47  L.R.A.  731.  (N.  Y.)  18,  25  Am.  Dec.  594. 

16.  State  v.  Foxton,  1G0  Ta.  181,  20.  State  v.  Mullen,  151  la.  392, 131 
147  N.  W.  347,  52  L.R.A.(N.S.)  919.  K.  W.  679,  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  399. 
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ing  what  was  considered  by  the  lender  in  deciding  whether  to  lend 
the  money.^  It  is  competent  to  prove  by  the  direct  testimony  of 
the  prosecuting  witness  that  he  would  not  have  parted  with  prop- 
erty if  he  had  not  believed  the  representations.*  Moreover,  where  the 
defendant 'is  tried  on  an  indictment  for  obtaining  goods  by  falsely 
pretending  that  he  was  acting  as  a  broker  for  an  undisclosed  prin- 
cipal, the  vendor  may  testify  that  he  gave  credit  to  such  principal, 
although  he  entered  the  transaction  in  his  books  of  account  as  a 
sale  to  the  defendant,  and  made  out  a  bill  of  parcels  in  that  form. 
The  question  as  to  whom  credit  was  in  fact  given  may  properly  be 
submitted  to  the  jury  as  a  question  of  fact.'  But  on  a  tiial  of  a 
merchant  for  obtaining  property  by  false  pretenses,  evidence  is  admis^ 
sible  that  he  had  transferred  large  quantities  of  goods  bought  in  the 
regular  course  of  business. to  other  stores  operated  in  the  names  of 
his  wife  and  relatives  and  the  wife  of  his  bookkeeper,  on  a  day  when 
the  storee  were  apparently  closed,  that  no  receipts  were  taken  for  them, 
and  that  they  were  sold  from  the  latter  stores  below  cost.^ 

48.  Intent  to  Defraud. — The  intent  to  defraud  must,  of  course,  be 
established.'  But  there  need  not  necessarily  be  distinct  and  inde- 
pendent evidence  of  a  fraudulent  intent.  Such  may  be  inferred  from 
the  false  representations.*  It  has  even  been  said  that  where  prop- 
erty is  obtained  by  an  alleged  false  pretense,  the  falsity  of  the  rep- 
resentation, if  established,  will  raise  a  presumption  of  an  intent  to 
defraud.'  The  use  of  the  word  "presumption"  in  this  connection, 
however,  seems  to  be  inaccurate.  The  istent  is  not  a  presumption 
of  law  but  is  a  fact  to  be  found  by  the  jury."  And  some  courts 
have  refused  to  draw  an  inference  of  a  fraudulent  intent  from  the 
mere'  falsity  of  the  representation.  Thus,  evidence  that  the  books 
of  the  accused  did  not  correspond  with  a  statement  furnished  by 
him  to  a  commercial  agency  has  been  held  to  be  inadmissible  unless 
it  is  shown  that  the  accused  made  the  statement  with  the  intent  to 
use  the  agency  as  an  instrument  in  accomplishing  a  fraud.*  It  is 
generally  impoesihle,  however,  to  prove  the  actual  mental  processes 
of  the  accused.  The  internal  and  invisible  act  or  resolution  of  the 
mind  can  be  ascertained  and  judged  only  by  external  and  visible 
acts,  and  by  the  surrounding  circumstances  of  which  a  person  had 

1.  Bates  v.  State,  124  VHa.  612, 103  Pac.  81.  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  365. 

N.  W.  261, 4  Ann.  Gas.  365.  6.  Blum  v.  State,  20  Tez.  App.  578, 

2.  State      Hetrick.  84  Kan.  157,  54  Am.  Rep.  630. 

IL3  Pae.  383,  34  LJlJL.(K.S.)  642  7.  Note:  25  A.  S.  R.  380. 

and  note.  8.  State  t.  Myen,  82  Mo.  558,  62 

3.  Com.  V.  Jeffries,  7  Allen  (Mass.)  Am.  Rep.  389,  overruled  on  another 
548,  83  Am.  Dee.  712.  point  by  State  t.  Horn,  93  Mo.  190, 

4.  Blum  T.  State,  94  Hd.  375,  61  6  S.  W.  06. 

Atl.  26,  56  L.R.A.  322.  9.  Blum  v.  State,  94  Md.  375,  51 

5.  State  V.  Miller,  47  Ore.  562,  85  Aa  26,  56  L.R.A.  322. 
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knowledge  when  the  alleged  criminal  act  was  committed.  The  evi- 
dence of  the  intent  to  defraud  must  therefore  depend  upon  the  nature 
of  the  transaction  in  or  about  which  the  false  prepense  or  representa- 
tion has  been  made.*®  For  instance,  an  intent  to  defraud  in  repre- 
senting a  blind  horse  to  be  sound  as  far  as  he  knew,  may  be  found 
from  evidence  that  the  one  making  the  representation  had  owned 
the  horse  ten  days,  knew  that  its  eyes  were  defective,  and  forbade 
a  test  of  the  eyes  in  the  presence  of  the  wife  of  the  other  party  to 
the  transaction.il 

49.  Declarations,  Admissions,  and  Confessions. — On  a  prosecution 
for  obtaining  property  by  false  pretenses,  declarations  and  admissions 
made  by  the  defendant,  relating  to  the  transaction  charged,  are  admis- 
sible against  him  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  his  guilt.**  So, 
evidence  is  admissible  of  previous  conversations  of  the  defendant 
with  a  third  person  as  to  the  procuring  of  a  signature  to  a  deed.'* 
And  if  the  defendant  upon  a  charge  of  obtaining  property  by  fraud 
and  false  pretenses  is  assisted  by  another  in  fraudulently  obtaining 
the  property,  and  such  other  person  makes  false  representations  to 
the  owner  in  the  presence  and  hearing  of  the  defendant,  without 
objection  or  explanation  by  him,  and  such  representations  are,  in 
effect,  an  affirmation  of  the  representations  made  by  the  defendant, 
the  false  representations  made  by  such  other  person,  with  the  appro- 
bation and  concurrence  of  the  defendant,  will,  if  relied  upon  by  the 
owner,  bind  the  defendant  to  the  same  extent  as  if  he  himself  hod 
made  them.**  However,  dbclarations  of  third  persons  made  to  the 
party  alleged  to  have  been  defrauded  are  inadmissible  except  when 
it  is  shown  that  they  were  repeated  to  the  defendant  and  he  failed 
to  deny  them.'*  Where  a  conviction  is  sought  on  the  defendant's 
own  confession  the  rule  is  sometimes  invoked,  that  the  corpus  delicti 
cannot  be  proved  solely  by  an  extrajudicial  confession.  As  the  crime 
of  obtaining  property  by  false  pretenses  is  of  such  a  nature  that 
the  body  of  the  offense  is  intimately  connected  with  the  question 
whether  the  accused  is  guilty,  the  decisions  dealing  with  the  subject 
have  generally  stopped  with  the  holding  that  in  the  particular  case 
there  was  or  was  not  sufficient  corroboration  to  render  the  confession 
admissible.  For  instance,  it  has  been  decided  that  in  a  prosecution 
for  obtaining  money  by  false  pretenses  by  means  of  a  wortiiless  check 
the  confession  of  the  accused  that  the  check  was,  and  was  known  by 

10.  Com.  T.  JefMes,  7  Allen  (Mass.)  vol.  1,  p.  462. 

548,  83  Am.  Dec.  712.  13.  Com.  t.  Castles,  9  Gray  (Hass.) 

Note:  25  A.  S.  R.  387-^8.  121,  69  Am.  Deo.  278. 

11.  State  V.  Stone,  95  S.  C.  390,  79  14.  State  v.  McCormiek,  S7  Kan. 
S.  E.  108,  49  L.R.A.(N.S.)  574.   See  440,  46  Pae.  777,  57  A.  S.  R.  341. 
also  infra,  par.  50.  16.  Rogers  t.  State,  97  Neb.  180, 

12.  Note:  25  A.  S.R.  388.  See  gen-  149  N.  W.  318,  L.R.A.  1916B  1125 
erallT,  Adicssioks  and  Deolabations,  and  note. 
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him  to  be,  worthless,  has  been  held  sufficiently  corroborated  by  evi- 
dence that  the  check  was  forwarded  through  the.  regular  channels 
for  collection  and  was  returned  unpaid.^*  Similarly,  on  such  a  prose- 
cution, the  admissions  or  confession  of  the  accused,  coupled  with  the 
testimony  of  an  officer  of  the  bank,  are  sufficient  to  take  the  case  to 
the  jury  on  the  question  of  the  existence  of  funds  to  pay  the  check.*' 
50.  Other  False  Representations. — ^To  the  rule  that  in  a  criminal 
prosecution  evidence  of  other  crimes  are  inadmissible,  there  are  excep- 
tions which  are  applicable  to  the  crime  of  obtaining  property  by  false 
pretenses.  Under  these  exceptions,  evidence  that  the  accused  made 
other  false  representations  or  engaged  in  similar  fraudulent  dealings 
is  frequently  admissible.  Though  such  evidence  is  not  usually  admis- 
sible as  direct  proof  of  the  offense,  other  false  representations  may 
be  so  closely  connected  with  the  one  for  which  the  defendant  is  being 
prosecuted  as  to  render  evidence  thereof  admissible  tending  directly 
to  prove  the  act  chained. And  whenever  it  can  be  shown  that  the 
case  involves  a  question  as  to  there  having  been  some  mistake  or  as 
to  the  existence  of  a  system  of  fraud,  it  is  open  to  the  prosecution 
to  give  evidence  of  other  instances  of  the  same  kind  of  transaction, 
in  order  to  negative  the  suggestion  of  mistake  or  in  order  to  show 
the  existence  of  a  systematic  course  of  fraud  >•  By  some  courts  it 
has  been  declared  that  where  the  facts  proved  speak  for  themselves, 
and  further  proof  of  guilty  knowledge  or  intent  is  unnecessaxy,  evi- 
dence that  the  accused  at  other  times  and  places,  and  by  acts  inde- 
pendent of  the  transaction  complained  of,  has  committed  like  offenses, 
is  unnecessary,  and  should  not  be  received  to  aid  in  establishing  his 
guilt;  but  that  where  the  facts  are  of  such  a  nature  that  the  prosecu- 
tion is  required  to  prove  by  circumstantial  evidence  guilty  knowledge 
and  intent  on  the  part  of  the  accused  in  doing  the  act  complained  of, 
proof  of  the  commission  of  like  crimes  may  be  resorted  to  for  that 
purpose.  Most  of  the  authorities,  however,  do  not  appear  to  place 
any  such  limitation  upon  the  admissibility  of  evidence  of  other  false 
pretenses  in  order  to  show  intent.  The  rule  has  been  stated  broadly 
to  be  that  evidence  that  the  defendant  made  similar  false  representa- 
tions and  pretenses  to  others  is  admissible  to  show  his  knowledge 
of  the  falsity  of  the  representations  for  which  he  is  being  prosecuted 
and  his  guilty  intent  in  making  them.  Though  some  authoritieB 
limit  the  admissibility  of  such  evidence  to  other  false  representations 
made  at  about  the  time  of  the  commission  of  the  offense  charged  in 

16.  People  v.Ranney,  153  Hioh.  293,     19.  State  ▼.  Brady,  100  la.  191,  69 


116  N.  W.  999,  19  L.B.A.(N.S.)  443  N.  W.  290,  62  A.  8.  B.  560,  36  L.B.A. 


18.  Notes:  62  IiB.A.  323, 43  LJt.A.     See  generally,  CauaxAh  Law,  toL 


and  note. 
17.  State  V. 


:,  53  Wash.  464,  (Eng.)  149, 17  Ann.  Gas.  462. 


(K.S.)  670. 


8,  p.  201  et  seq. 
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the  indictment,  the  question  whether  the  representations  were  made 
before  or  after  the  offense  charged  does  not  seem  to  be  generally  re- 
garded as  coDtrolling,  inasmuch  as  it  is  the  repetition  of  the  offense 
that  reduces  the  probability  of  an  innocent  intention.*"  There  ia,  how- 
ever, authority  to  the  effect  that  under  an  indictment  charging  a  per- 
son with  obtaining  money  under  false  pretenses  in  selling  certain 
goods,  evidence  of  other  sales  of  the  same  kind  of  goods  made  after 
the  iinding  of  the  indictment  is  inadmissible.^  It  has  been  pointed 
out,  moreover,  that  the  evidence  must  tend  to  show  the  commission 
of  an  offense  of  a  character  similar  to  the  one  charged,  and  this 
proof  is  essential  as  a  basis  on  which  to  predicate  a  conclusion  that 
the  intent  to  defraud  existed  in  the  mind  of  the  defendant  at  the 
time  of  the  commission  of  the  alleged  offense.  Therefore,  where 
one  is  charged  with  having  issued  a  check  upon  a  bank  in  which 
he  has  no  funds,  and  no  reasonable  grounds  for  believing  that  the 
check  will  be  paid  on  presentation,  it  is  not  competent  to  show  that 
he  drew  checks  on  other  banks  unless  it  is  made  to  appear  thai 
there  were  no  funds  in  these  other  hanks  on  which  the  checks  were 
drawn,  from  which  a  fraudulent  intent  could  be  deduced  that  he 
intended,  also,  to  defraud  such  other  banks.*  So,  where  the  evi- 
dence is  offered  to  show  a  general  scheme  to  defraud  or  a  systematic 
course  of  swindling,  it  is  sometimes  on  the  ground  of  disdmilarity 
between  such  frauds  and  the  alleged  misrepresentations  for  which 
the  defendant  is  indicted.' 

51.  Insolvency. — Generally,  evidence  of  the  insolvency  of  the 
defendant  is  inadmissible  unless  the  indictment  avers  representations 
as  to  solvency.*   But  in  a  case  of  pretense  in  making  a  contract  for 

20.  People  v.  Bercovitz,  163  Cal.  E.  618,  122  A.  S.  R.  559,  11  L.R.A. 

636,  126  Pac.  479,  43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  (N.S.)  938. 

667  and  note;  DuBois  v.  People,  200  Notes:  44  Am.  Rep.  302  et  seq.;  62 

m.  157,  65  N.  E.  658,  93  A.  S.  R.  183;  L.R.A.  222;  17  Ann.  Cas.  464. 

People  V.  Weil,  243  111.  208,  90  N.  E.  In  an  early  Indiana  ease  the  ad- 

731, 134  A.  S.  R.  357  and  note;  People  missibility  of  evidence  of  other  false 

7.  Donaldson,  255  III.  19,  99  N.  E.  62,  representations  was  limited  to  eases  in 

Ann.  Cas.  1913D  90;  State  v.  Brady,  which  the  intent  witii  which  the  all^fed 

100  la.  191,  69  N.  W.  290,  62  A.  S.  R.  offense  was  committed  is  equivocal 

560,  36  L.R.A.  693;  State  v.  Foston,  Strong  v.  State,  86  Ind.  208,  44  Am. 

166  la.  181, 147  N.  W.  347,  52  L.R.A.  Rep.  292.   But  that  case  appears  to 

(N.S.)  919;  State  v.  Briggs,  74  Kan.  have  been  overruled.   10  Ann.  Caa. 

377,  86  Pac.  447, 10  Ann,  Cas.  904  and  906  note. 

note,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  278;  State  v.  1.  State  v.  Letoumeau,  24  R.  I.  3, 

Hetrick,  84  Kan,  157, 113  Pac.  383,  34  51  Atl.  1048,  96  A.  S,  R.  696. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  642;  Com.  v.  JefEries,  7  2.  State  v.  Foxtou,  166  la.  181,  147 

Allen  (Mass.)  548,  83  Am.  Dec.  712;  N.  W.  347,  52  L.R.A.(N.S.)  919. 

State  V.  Myera,  82  Mo.  558,  52  Am.  8.  Rex  v.  Fisher  [1910]  1  K.  B. 

Rep.  389,  overruled  on  another  point  (Eng.)  149, 17  Ann.  Cas.  462. 

1^  State  V.  Horn,  93  Mo.  190,  6  S.  W.  4.  Note:  26  A.  S.  B.  388. 
96:  State  v.  TaUey,  77  S.  C.  99,  57  S. 
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the  purchase  of  goods  with  intention  not  to  pay  for  them,  inability 
to  pay  becomes  a  sigDiHcant  circumstance  bearing  on  intent,  and 
tends  to  show  that  the  pretense  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  Accom- 
plishing a  fraud.  In  such  a  case  evidence  of  the  pecuniary  condi- 
tion of  the  accused  is  offered,  not  to  show  that  he  was  under  a  peculiar 
temptation  to  commit  the  offense,  or  was  more  likely  to  cheat  and 
defraud  because  he  was  in  embarrassed  circumstances,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  the  natural  and  necessary  consequence  of  his 
act,  which  the  law  presumes  he  intended.  It  has  also  been  decided 
that  evidence  of  insolvency  and  inability  to  pay  is  admissible  where 
the  goods  were  procured  by  a  false  representation  of  agency  for 
responsible  parties.' 

5.  Com.  T.  JefEries,  7  Allen  (Mass.)  648,  83  Am.  Dec  712. 
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47.  In  General 

48.  Remedies  for  Wrongful  Removal  or  Destruetioa 


I.  Introdtjctobt 

1.  Scope  of  Article. — Anj  comprehensiTe  treatment  of  tlie  legal 

principles  relating  to  fences  must  perforce  touch  on  other  distinct 
titles  of  the  law  with  which  the  subject  of  fences  is  necessarily  closely 
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allied.  Thus,  one  of  the  great  practical  reasons  for  the  erection  of  a 
partition  or  division  fence  or  for  fencing  generally  is  to  restrain 
one's  own  domestic  animals  from  roaming  or  to  keep  out  from  one's 
own  close  the  roving  quadrupeds  of  another,  and  whether  or  not 
a  landowner  will,  in  the  absence  of  a  statute  compelling  him  so  to 
d0|  go  to  the  expense  of  erecting  and  maintaining  a  fence  for  one 
or  the  other  of  these  purposes  is  often  and  largely  dependent  on 
the  existing  state  of  the  law  in  the  particular  jurisdiction  as  to  the 
liability  of  the  owner  of  an  animal  for  its  trespasses  on  unfenced 
lands.  Hence,  in  the  present  treatment  of  the  extent  of  the  duty 
or  obligation  of  a  landowner  to  enclose  his  property  with  a  substan- 
tial fence,  some  reference  must  be  made  to  the  law  relating  to  the 
care  required  of  the  owners  of  creatures  fenced  against,  while,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  necessity  of  keeping  and  maintaining  fences  ia 
discussed  incidentally  under  the  general  treatment  elsewhere  of  tiie 
liability  of  the  owner  of  an  animal  for  its  trespasses.*  Not  confined, 
however,  merely  to  a  discussion  of  the  liability  of  a  landowner  to 
fence  as  against  wandering  animals,  this  article  treats  generally  not 
only  of  the  statutory  and  other  rights  and  obligations  of  adjoining 
owners  respecting  the  maintenance  and  repair  of  division  or  other 
fences,  but  also  of  the  necessity  for  the  maintenance  in  good  repair 
by  railroad  companies  of  cattle  guards  and  fences,  as  well  as  of  the 
effect  on  their  liability  of  a  failure  to  maintain  such  guards  and 
fences.  The  rules  relative  to  the  erection  of  spite  fences  are  also 
herein  considered,  although  the  principles  governing  the  right  to 
build  such  a  fence  are  also  referred  to  generally  in  the  discussion 
of  the  right  of  an  owner  of  land  to  erect  thereon  any  structure 
that  will  obstruct  the  passage  of  light  and  air  to  adjoining  land.* 
The  nature  of  a  covenant  to  build  or  to  maintain  a  fence,  whether 
it  does  or  does  not  run  with  the  land,  is  here  adverted  to,'  but 
the  question  receives  a  fuller  treatment  elsewhere.*  Under  other 
titles  may  also  be  found  a  consideration  of  the  question  whether  or 
not  a  fence  is  a  fixture,*  and  of  tiie  value  of  fences  as  evidence  of 
an  agreement  as  to  the  location  of  a  boundary  line.* 

2.  Definition. — A  fence  has  been  defined  by  lexicographers  to  be 
"an  inclosure  about  a  field  or  other  space,  or  about  any  object; 
especially  an  inclosing  structure  of  wood,  iron,  or  other  material, 
intended  to  prevent  intrusion  from  without  or  straying  from  with- 
in." ^    In  other  words  a  fence  is  a  visible  or  tang;ible  obstraction 

1.  See  Akduls,  toL  1,  p.  1098  et  6.  See  Bousvabibs,  vol  4,  p.  129, 
seq.  130. 

2.  Sea  Adjoihiho  LutdOwnxbs,  7.  Kimball  v.  Carter,  95  Va.  77,  27 
vol.  1,  p.  399,  400,  S.  E.  823,  38  L.R.A.  670. 

3.  See  infra,  par.  14.  As  to  the  propriety  of  vmng  barbed 

4.  See  CovKKAHTS,  vol.  7,  p.  1108.     wire  for  fencing,  see  infra,  par.  fl. 
6.  See  FiXTUBES,  poet,  par.  19. 
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which  may  bo  a  hedge,"  ditch,  wall,  or  a  frame  of  wood,  or  any 
line  of  ol^tacle  interposed  between  two  portions  of  land  so  as  to 
part  off  and  shut  in  the  land,  and  set  it  off  as  private  property.* 
A  navigable  stream  or  other  deep  body  of  water  may,  it  seems,  come 
within  this  definition.**  It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that 
the  character  of  the  fence  required  for  various  purposes  is  often 
particularly  defined  by  statute,  so  that  without  a  reference  to  the 
express  statutes  of  the  jurisdiction  it  is  frequently  impossible  to 
say  what  constitutes  a  good  and  lawful  fence.*^ 


3.  Right  to  Erect  and  Maintain  Generally. — Subject  to  his  common 
law  duty  to  keep  his  domestic  animals  off  the  land  of  other  per- 
sons," and  to  statutory  provisions  regulating  fencing,  an'  owner 
of  land  has  all  the  rights  and  benefits  of  ownership,  among  which 
must  be  the  right  to  have  his  lands  fenced  or  imfenced  at  his  pleas- 
ure,*' and  othctrs  have  no  right  to  trespass  oh  his  premises  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  a  fence,  equity  taking  jurisdiction  of  a  suit  to 
restrain  repeated  acts  of  trespass  with  that  purpose  in  view.'*  So  a 
city  ordinance  directing  and  compelling  the  removal  of  a  fence  erected 
on  private  property,  not  subject  to  an  easement,  is  void  as  an  attempt 
to  take  private  property  without  compensation.**  A  fence  may  be 
maintained  along  a  statutory  private  road  across  the  farm  of  another 
person  when  necessary  to  the  owner's  reasonable  enjoyment  of  the 
road,  as  for  instance  where  it  is  used  as  a  passageway  for  stock,  espe- 
cially where  the  owner  of  the  soil  has  land  only  on  one  side  of 
the  road.**  And  as  the  title  to  the  bed  of  a  non-navigable  fresh- 
water stream  is  in  the  adjacent  riparian  proprietors  to  the  centre 
of  the  stream,  one  who  owns  both  banks  bordering  on  such  a  stream 
has  title  to  the  land  in  its  bed  and  may  lawfully  maintain  a  fence 
across  it.*' 

4.  Common  Law  Rule  Respecting  Duty  to  Fence. — At  common 
law  the  proprietor  or  tenant  of  land  is  not  obliged  to  fence  it,  but 

every  man  is  bound  at  his  peril  to  keep  his  cattle  on  his  own  prem- 
ises.   This  he  may  do  in  any  manner  he  chooses,  but  in  the  event 

8.  Kinney  v.  Kinney,  104  la.  703,  74     13.  Note:  12  L.R.A.  601. 

N.  W.  688,  40  L.R.A.  626.  14.  Miller  v.  Hoesehler,  121  Wis. 

9.  Kimball  v.  Carter,  95  Va.  77,  27  558,  99  K.  W.  228,  7  L.R.A.(N.SO  49. 


10.  Jones  T.  Witherspoon,  62  N.  G.  51  S.  E.  532, 110  A  S.  R.  502. 
556,  78  Am.  Dec  263.    (In  this  ease,  16.  Harvey  t.  Crane,  85  Mich.  816, 
however,  the  stream  involved  appears  48  N.  W.  582, 12  L.RA.  601. 

to  have  been  insnfBeient  as  a  bajrier.)  17.  GMflSth  v.  Hohnan,  23  Wash. 

11.  On  the  general  question  of  the  347,  63  Pac.  239,  83  A.  8.  R.  821,  54 
■nfficienoy  of  fences,  see  infra,  par.  7.  L.R.A.  178. 

12.  See  Anihau,  vol.  1,  p.  1098. 
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S.  E.  823,  38  L.R.A.  670. 
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of  their  escape,  he  is  held  liahle  for  their  trespMses  on  the  land  of 
others,  whether  fenced  or  unfenced,  no  man  being  required  to  fence 
against  the  cattle  of  others,  in  the  absence  of  an  agreement,  pre- 
scription, or  statute  to  the  contrary.**  An  exception  to  this  common 
law  rule  exists,  however,  where  lands  bordering  on  a  highway  are 
either  unfenced  or  insufficiently  fenced,  no  liability  attaching  to  a 
person  who  lawfully  drives  domestic  animals  along  a  highway,  where 
such  animi^,  without  fault  on  bis  part,  escape  from  his  control 
and  wander  on  the  adjoining  unfenced  or  improperly  fenced  lands.** 
But  an  owner  of  land  along  a  highway  is  not  bound  to  fence  against 
animals  on 'the  highway  unless  they  are  lawfully  there,-'*  and  ani- 
mals grazing  on  a  highway  cannot  be  deemed  to  be  rightfully  there.* 
5.  Statutory  or  Other  Hodifications  of  Common  Law  Rule. — ^Tbe 
commoi}  law  rule  above  stated*  is  recognized  as  being  in  force  in 
several  of  the  states,  in  the  absence  of  any  statute  permitting  such 
animals  to  run  at  large,  or  requiring  owners  of  lands  to  fence  against 
roving  stock.'  In  the  exercise  of  its  police  powers,  however,  the 
legislature  of  a  state  may,  and  frequently  does,  provide  by  statute 
that  a  landowner  cannot  recover  for  damages  inflicted  by  trespass- 
ing cattle  unless  his  land  is  properly  inclosed  by  a  good  and  suffi- 
cient fence,*  dthough  it  cannot  provide  that  one  person  may  law- 
fully pasture  his  stock  on  the  land  of  another  .against  the  tatter's 
consent,  whether  his  land  is  fenced  or  unfenced.**  Moreover,  in 
many  of  the  states  it  has  been  held  that  the  common  law  rule,  requir- 
ing the  owner  of  domestic  animals  to  keep  them  at  home,  is  not 
applicable  to  the  condition  of  the  country,  and  not  in  accordance 
with  the  customs  of  the  people  or  with  the  course  of  legislation  relat- 
ing to  animals  running  at  large  and  to  the  maintenance  of  fences, 
and  that  consequently  such  owner  incurs  no  liability  by  permitting 
his  cattle  to  range  at  will  on  uninclosed  lands  or  over  lands  not 
guarded  by  such  a  fence  as  the  law  prescribes,  where  there  is  no 
general  statute  or  local  regulation  prohibiting  it.    In  other  words 

18.  Eames  r.  Salem,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  98  8  Am.  Dec.  121  and  note;  "Chapin  t. 
Mass.  560,  96  Am.  Dec.  676  and  note ;  Sullivan  R.  Co.,  39  N.  H.  53,  75  Am. 
Cbapin  v.  SuUivan  R.  Co.,  39  N.  H.  53,  Dec.  207;  Tonawanda  R.  Co.  v.  Mung- 
75  Am.  Dec.  207;  Tonawanda  R.  Co.  v.  er,  5  Denio  (N.  Y.)  255,  49  Am.  Dec 
Monger,  5  Denio  (N.  Y.)  255,  49  Am.  239.  See  also  Animals,  toL  1,  p. 
Dec.  239  and  note.  U02. 

Notes:  72  Am.  Dec.  335;  12  LJl^.  2.  See  supra,  par.  4. 

601;  31  L.RA.(N.S.)  861;  9  Ann.  Cas.  3.  Annapolis,  etc.,  R.  Co.  Bald- 

1095;  19  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  24.  win,  60  Md.  88, 45  Am.  Rep.  711. 

See  also  Akiuals,  vol.  1,  p.  1098.  Notes:  49  Am.  Dee.  2^;  7Z  Am. 

19.  See  Aniuals,  toL  1,  p.  1099.  Dec.  562. 

20.  Notes:  S  Am.  Deo.  125;  34  Am.  See  also  Aniuals,  vol.  1,  p.  1098. 
Dec.  80.   See  also  Anikals,  vol.  1,  p.  4.  See  Ahihals,  vol.  1,  p.  1100, 

uoo.  noi. 

1.  Stackpole  v.  Kealy,  16  Mass.  33,     6.  See  Aviicals,  vol  L  p.  1104. 
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in  such  jurisdictions  the  rule  is  practically  that  a  landowner  must 
encloee  his  lands  to  exclude  animals,  or  else  take  the  consequences 
if  they  roam  oyer  his  property  doing  damage.*  In  many  of  these 
.states,  statutes  define  the  kind  of  a  fence  which  will  be  a  lawful 
fence,  and  where  a  statute  defines  a  fence  which  the  owner  of  crops 
must  have  to  protect  himself,  the  statutory  requirements  must  he 
strictly  pursued  in  order  to  hold  the  owner  of  stock  liable  for  their 
intrusion,  the  failure  to  fence  or  the  failure  to  maintain  a  sufficient 
fence  amounting  to  a  license  to  the  owners  of  cattle  to  permit  them 
to  range  there,'  such  license  being  unaflfected  by  the  knowledge  of 
the  owner  of  cattle  that  the  fence  of  another  person  is  insufficient.' 
The  owner  of  uninclosed  land  may,  however,  keep  his  neighbor's  ani- 
mals off  if  he  can,  and  he  has  an  undoubted  right  to  recover  for 
damage  done  by  animals  which  were  wilfully  and  unlawfully  driven 
and  pastured  on  his  land  by  their  owner.*  It  may  also  he  stated  tiiat 
in  many  jurisdictions  in  which  the  common  law  rule  is  said  not 
to  be  in  force,  such  rule  has  been  substantially  restored  by  statutes 
or  local  regulations  prohibiting  the  running  at  large  of  certain  kinds 
of  animals,  either  in  the  whole  state  or  in  particular  localities.^* 
6.  Barbed  Wire  Fences. — The  authorities  are  uniformly  to  the 
effect  that  a  barbed  wire  fence  is  not  a  nuisance  per  se,  and  that  an 
owner  of  land  is  not  liable  for  injuries  resulting  from  such  a  fence 
built  thereon  merely  from  the  fact  of  its  construction.'*  Conditions 
may  however  exist  which  render  its  use  dangerous,  and  the  person 
responsible  for  its  construction  or  condition  liable  for  resulting  inju- 
ries,** and  certainly  one  who  so  negligently  constructs  and  main- 
tains a  barbed  wire  fence  that  injury  results  therefrom  is  liable.** 
These  principles  have  been  frequently  applied  to  rcdiroad  companies, 

«.  Johnson  v.  Oregon  Short  Line  R.  N.  E.  381,  2  A.  S.  R,  213;  Barr 

Co.,  7  Idaho  355,  63  Pac.  112,  53  Green,  210  N.  Y.  252,  104  N.  E.  619, 

L.R.A.  744;  Moses  v.  Southern  Pac.  R.  Ann.  Caa.  1915B  855  and  note. 

Co.,  18  Ore.  385,  23  Pac.  478,  8  L.R.A.  Notes:  88  A.  S.  R.  680 j  Ann.  Cas. 

135;  Murray  v.  South  Carolina  R.  Co.,  1913D  781. 

10  Rich.  L.  (S.  C.)  227,  70  Am.  Dec.  12.  Kuhnert  v.  Angell,  10  N.  D.  69, 

219.  84  N.  W.  579,  88  A.  S.  R.  675  and 

Notes:  96  Am.  Dee.  680  ;  4  L.R.A.  note. 

840;  12  L.R.A.  60L  13.  Hurd  v.  Lacy,  93  Ala.  427,  9  So. 

See  also  Animals,  vol.  1,  p.  1102.  378,  30  A.  S.  R.  61  and  note;  Loveland 

7.  Notes:  22  L.R.A.  105;  9  Ann.  v.  Gardner,  79  Cal.  317,  21  Pac.  766, 
Cas.  1095.  See  also  infra,  par.  7.  4  L.R.A.  395;  Siak  v.  Crump,  112  Ind. 

8.  Clarendon  Land  Investment,  etc.,  504, 14  N.  E.  381,  2  A.  S.  R.  213;  Mc- 
Co.  T.  McClelland,  89  Tex.  483,  34  S.  Farland  v.  Sarhart,  11  Ind.  App.  175, 
W.  98,  35  S.  W.  474,  69  A.  S.  B.  70,  38  N.  E.  483,  54  A.  S.  R.  499  and  note; 
31  L-RJL.  669.                            •  Lowe  v.  Guard,  11  Ind.  App.  472,  39 

9.  See  AmuALS,  T<d.  1,  p.  1103  «t  N.  E.  428,  54  A.  S.  R.  511;  Mullen  v. 
■eq.  Renzleman,  31  Okla.  53,  119  Pac.  641, 

10.  See  Animals,  toI.  1,  p.  1105.  Ann.  Cas.  1913D  778  and  note;  Claren- 

11.  Side     Cramp,  112  Ind.  504, 14  don  Land  loTestment,  etc.,  Co.  t. 
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their  right  to  construct  such  fences  being  conceded  so  long  as  ^oy 
are  not  constructed  and  maintained  in  a  careless  manner.^*  The 

erection  of  a  barbed  wire  fence  wholly  on  one's  own  land  and  not 
along  the  line  of  the  sidewalk,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  keeping  off 
trespassers,  is  not  the  doing  of  an  act  in  expectation  of  trespassers' 
and  with  intent  to  do  them  harm  such  as  will  render  the  owner 
liable  in  the  event  of  injury  resulting  to  trespassers.'*  The  dr- 
cumstances  of  the  particular  case,  however,  may  warrant  a  jury 
in  awarding  damages  against  him  for  negligence  in  the  construc- 
tion and  mfdntenance  of  such  a  fence;  as  where,  for  example,  the 
grounds  of  «  county  school  are  on  the  other  side  of  it  and  tlie  defend- 
ant has  failed  to  construct  the  fence  in  the  manner  required  by  a 
statute.'*  It  has  been  held  that  one  landowner  cannot  recover  from 
an  adjoining  landowner  for  injuries  to  livestock  from  a  barbed  wire 
fence  between  their  lands,  if  he  turned  his  stock  into  a  field  ad- 
joining the  fence  knowing  that  it  was  in  a  dangerous  condition," 
although  under  similar  circumstances  he  may  recover  as  against  a 
railroad  required  by  statute  to  keep  its  fences  in  repair.'*  If  a  third 
person  negligently  leaves  open  the  fence  of  an  inclosure  surrounded 
by  a  country  largely  fenced  with  barbed  wire,  the  owner  of  the  barbed 
wire  fence  is  not  liable  for  injuries  to  animals  escaping  from  the 
inclosure.'* 

7.  Sufficiency  of  Fences. — ^Many  of  the  statutes  requiring  fences 
to  be  erected  prescribe  the  kind  of  fence  which  may  be  deemed  a 
sufficient  compliance  with  the  law  or  which  shall  be  considered  a 
lawful  fence.***  This  is  generally  so  as  to  railroad,  division  and  crop 
fences,  and  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  a  statutory  definition  of  a 
lawful  fence  of  one  class  is  not  applicable  to. a  fence  of  another  class. 
Therefore,  what  would  be  a  suitable  fence  according  to  the  statutory 
requirements  applicable  to  railroad  companies  is  not  necessarily  such 
a  fence  as  is  required  by  statute  to  be  maintained  by  adjoining  own- 

KeCIelland,  86  Tex.  179, 23  S.  W.  576,  15.  Qaigley  v.  Qougb,  173  Kam. 

1100,  22  L.R.A.  105.  429,  53  N.  E.  884,  73  A.  S.  R.  303,  45 

Notes:  76  A.  S.  R.  468;  12  LJI.A.  L.R.A.  500. 

601.  16.  Ban-  t.  Onen,  210  N.  Y.  252, 

See  also  Aniuals,  vol.  1,  pp.  1134,  104  N.  E.  619,  Ann.  Caa.  1S15B  855 

1135.  and  note. 

14.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.  t.  Terga-  17.  Ray  v.  Stuckey,  113  Wis.  77,  88 

son,  57  Ark.  16,  20  S.  W.  545,  38  A.  N.  W.  900,  90  A.  S.  R.  844. 

8.  R.  217,  18  L.R.A.  110;  Martin  v.  18.  Siglin  t.  Coos  Bay,  etc,  Nav. 

Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  81  Kan.  344, 105  Co.,  35  Ore.  79, 56  Pae.  1011,  76  A.  S. 

Pao.  451,  27  L.RJi..(N.S.)  164;  Wink-  R.  463. 

ler  V.  Carolina,  etc,  R.  Co.,  126  N.  C.  Note:  90  A.  S.  R.  846. 

370, 35  S.  E.  621,  78  A.  8.  R.  663.  and  19.  West  v.  Ward,  77  la.  323,  43 

note;  Siglin  t.  Coos  Bay,  etc.,  Nav.  N.  W.  309, 14  A.  S.  K.  284. 

Co.,  35  Ore.  79,  S6  Pac.  1011,  76  A.  8.  20.  Note:  22  LJtX  105.   See  also 

B.  463.  supra,  par,  5. 

Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1913D  782. 
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era,*  nor  is  a  definition  of  a  lawful  fence  to  inclose  lands  applicable 
to  a  fence  a  railroad  is  required  to  maintain.'  And  a  general  stat- 
ute defining  a  lawful  fence  and  prohibiting  a  recovery  of  damages 
for  trespasses  committed  by  cattle  breaking  into  lands  not  inclosed 
by  such  a  fence  applies  only  to  outfflde  fences  and  has  no  applica- 
tion to  line  fences'  Without  regard  to  statute,  it  has  been  held 
that  a  partition  fence  constructed  of  stumps  and  about  five  to  five  and 
a  half  feet  wide  is  a  proper  and  lawful  fence,  but  where  such  a 
fence  occupies  a  disproportionate  share  of  the  land  of  one  of  the 
proprietors  he  is  entitled  to  relief.*  Moreover,  irrespective  of  the 
requirements  of  a  statute,  one  whose  duty  it  is  to  fence  in  a  dangerous 
animal  must  do  so  with  due  regard  to  ita  propensities,  and  it  ia 
Dot  enough  that  the  fence  is  such  as  is  usually  maintained.' 


8.  At  Common  Law. — It  has  been  shown  in  another  part  of  this 
work  that  at  early  common  law  an  owner  of  land  might  erect  on 
his  own  land  a  structure  for  the  express  purpose  of  shutting  out 
light  and  air  from  the  adjoining  land,  without  being  liable  to  an 
action  therefor.*  The  erection  by  a  landowner  of  an  unusually  high 
fence  on  his  own  land  near  the  line  of  an  adjoining  landowner  ia 
according  to  the  weight  of  earlier  authority  not  unlawful,  no  matter 
what  may  be  the  motive  which  causes  the  erection  of  the  fence,  and 
though  it  will  result  in  entirely  cutting  off  the  light  and  air  coming 
laterally  from  the  land  on  which  the  fence  is  erected,  provided  the 
adjoining  proprietor  has  not  acquired  a  right  by  grant  or  occupa- 
tion and  acquiescence.'  In  such  a  case  an  action  will  not  lie  to 
recover  damages,^  nor  can  an  injunction  be  maintained  to  restrain  * 
such  erection.*    In  accordance  with  this  theory  it  has  been  held 

1.  Eamefl  v.  Salem,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  98  831;  52  LJt.A.(N.S.)  736;  Ann.  Caa. 
Kass.  560,  96  Am.  Dee.  676  and  note.  1915A  718. 


4.  Rose  T.  Linderman,  147  Mi^rh.  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  261,  28  Am.  Dec.  461; 
372, 110  N.  W.  939, 11  Ann.  Gas.  198.  Metzger  v.  Hochrein,  107  Wis.  267,  83 

6.  Mellvaine  t.  Lantz,  100  Pa.  St.  N.  W.  308,  81  A.  S.  R.  841  and  note,  60 
586,  45  Am.  Rep.  400.   And  see  gen-  L.R.A.  305. 

eratly,  Aniiuls,  vol.  1,  p.  1089  et  seq.      Notes:  21  A.  S.  R.  512;  19  Ann. 

6.  See  Adjoining  Landowners,  vol.  Cas.  478. 

1,  p.  399.  9.  Letts  v.  Eessler,  54  Ohio  St.  73, 

7.  Norton  V.  Randolph,  176  Ala.  381,  42  N.  E.  765,  40  L.R.A.  177;  Koble- 
58  So.  283,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  714,  40  gard  v.  Hale,  60  W.  Va.  37,  63  S.  E. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  129;  Lapere  v.  Luckcy,  793,  116  A.  S.  R.  868^  9  Ann.  Cas. 
23  Kan.  534,  33  Am.  Rep.  196;  Ride-  732  and  note, 
out  V.  Knox,  148  Mass.  368,  19  N.  E.      Note:  62  L.R.A.  683. 


III.  Spitb  Fences 


2.  NoU:8L.R.A.135. 
S.  Note:  9  Ann.  Cas.  1096. 


8.  Guest  V.  Reynolds,  68  lU.  478, 
18  Am.  Rep.  570;  Mahan  v.  Brown,  13 


390,  12  A.  S.  R.  560,  2  L.R.A.  81. 

Notes:  21  A.  S.  R.  512;  101  A.  S.  R. 
681;  62  LJLA.  683  ;  25  LJt.A.(N.S.) 


See  also  Adjoimino  LiXDOirsBO, 
vol  1,  p.  400. 
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that  a  landowner  cannot  be  enjoined  from  erecting  a  fence  along 
one  side  of  his  land  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  his  neighbor's 

cattle  from  crossing  it  to  reach  uninclosed  public  land  on  which 
they  have  been  in  the  habit  of  grazing/^  though  the  contrary  has 
also  been  held.^^  In  later  cases,  however,  there  has  been  a  decided 
tendency  to  abandon  the  rule  laid  down  by  earlier  decisions  and 
to  adopt  what  is  deemed  to  be  a  more  just  and  common-sense  view 
of  the  question,  and  accordingly  it  is  now  widely  held  that  an  adjoin- 
ing landowner  may  sue  for  damages  caused  by,  or  may  enjoin  the 
erection  or  maintenance  of,  a  spite  fence  erected  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  injuring  him  in  the  lawful  and  beneficial  use  of  his  property." 

9.  Statutory  Regulation  of  Spite  Fences. — In  pursuance  of  the 
modem  view  just  enunciated,^'  statutes  have  been  enacted  in  various 
jurisdictions  which  provide  in  effect  that  the  erection  or  mainte- 
nance of  any  structure  on  one's  own  land,  which  impairs  the  value 
of  adjacent  land,  shall  create  a  liability  to  pay  the  damage  thus 
caused,  when  the  structure  is  erected  maliciously  and  with  an  intent 
thereby  to  injure  the  adjacent  owner  in  the  use  or  disposition  of  his 
lands,  and  that  the  commission  of  the  wrongful  act  may  be  restrained 
by  injunction."  An  unusually  high  fence  is  a  structure  within  the 
meaning  of  such  a  statute,'^  and  some  of  the  statutes  refer  expressly 
to  fences  above  a  certain  height.  Such  statutes  have  invariably  been 
held  to  be  within  the  limits  of  the  police  power,^*  and  constitutional 
in  respect  to  fences  erected  either  before  or  after  their  passage  where 
the  maintenance  as  well  as  the  erection  of  such  a  structure  is  prohibited 
or  declared  to  be  a  nuisance."  But  in  order  to  bring  an  obnoxious 
structure  within  the  provisions  of  such  a  statute,  and  to  avoid  con- 
stitutional objections,  the  malicious  intent  must  be  so  predominant 
as  a  modve  as  to  give  character  to  the  structure,  and  it  must  be 
manifest  and  positive  that  the  real  usefulness  of  the  structure  will 
be  clearly  subordinate  and  incidental.*'  Moreover,  statutes  that  pur- 

10.  Anthoi^  Wilkinson  Live  Stock  14.  See  ADjonnva  Landowkxbs, 
Co.  V.  Mcllquam,  14  Wyo.  209,  83  Pac  vol.  1,  pp.  399,  400. 

364,  3  L.RJi..(N.S.)  733.  15.  Karasek  v.  Peier,  22  Wash.  41fl, 

11.  Note:  3L.RJ^.(N.S.)  733.  61  Pac.  33,  50  L.R.A.  345. 

12.  Norton  v.  Randolph,  176  Ala.  16.  Horan  v.  Byrnes,  72  N.  H.  93, 
381,  58  So.  283,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  714  54  Atl.  945, 101  A.  S.  R.  670,  62  LJI.A. 
and  note,  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  129;  WUson  602;  Karasek  v.  Peier,  22  Wash.  419, 
T.  Irwin,  144  Ky.  311, 138  S.  W.  373,  61  Pac.  33,  50  LJI.A.  345.  See  also 
^  L.R.A.(N.S.)  722;  Bush  v.  Moc-  Adjoining  Lanipwnebs,  vol.  1,  p.  399. 
kett,  95  Neb.  552,  145  N.  W.  1001,  52  17.  Rideout  v!  Knox,  148  Mass.  368, 
L.R.A.{N.S.)  736  Mid  note.  19  N.  E.  390, 12  A.  S.  R.  660, 2  L.B.A- 

Notes:  28  Am.  Rep.  102;  25  L.R.A.  81. 
(N.S.)  831;  52  L.RX<N.S.)  736.  Note:  40  L.R.A.  182. 

See  also  Adjoining  Landowhsrs,  18.  Rideout  v.  Knox,  148  Mass.  36S» 
vol.  1,  pp.  399,  400.  19  N.  E.  390, 12  A.  S.  R.  560,  2  L.RJL. 

IS.  See  supra,  par.  8. 
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port  to  regulate  the  erection  of  division  fences  have  been  held  not 
to  control  the  erection  of  fences  other  than  those  actually  rating 
pn  the  division  line.'*  Help  given  by  one  in  building  a  fence  on 
his  wife's  land,  before  the  passage  of  such  a  statute,  will  not  render 
him  liable  under  the  statute,  for  erecting  or  maintaining  a  nuisance, 
whatever  his  motive  may  have  been.** 

IV.  PABTinoM  OB  Division  Fbnceb 


In  Q&M/ral 

10.  What  Is  Meant  by  Partition  Fence. — ^Every  fence  is,  in  one 

sense,  a  partition  fence,  since  it  serves  to  separate  or  part  the  land 
on.  one  side  of  it  from  that  on  the  other.  But  in  ordinary  usage, 
a  partition  fence  as  contradistinguished  from  an  exterior  fence  means 
a  fence  erected  on  the  dividing  line  between  the  lands  of  adjacent 
owners,  where  there  is  no  road,  alley,  or  the  like  between  tiiem.* 
A  partition  fence  is  a  common  fence,  that  is  to  say,  it  is  a  fence 
which  each  of  the  adjacent  proprietors  may  make  use  of  as  a  part 
of  his  inclosure,'  and  if  one  proprietor  incloses  his  land,  putting 
his  fence  on  the  line,  the  owner  of  the  adjacent  land  may  avail 
himself  of  the  advantage  thereby  afforded  him  of  inclosing  his  own 
land  without  incurring  any  liability  to  account  for  the  use  of  his 
neighbor's  fence,  although  for  any  injury  to  it  be  would,  of  course, 
be  liable.*  But  a  fence  built  by  a  landowner  on  his  own  land 
to  separate  it  from  that  of  a  coterminous  proprietor  is  not  a  parti- 
tion fence;  it  is  private  property,  and  such  proprietor  cannot  join 
his  fences  to  it  or  make  use  of  it  in  any  way  without  the  own- 
er's  consent,  and  if  ha  does  so  he  is  a  trespasser.  Such  a  fence, 
erected  by  a  landowner  on  his  own  land  to  separate  it  from  adjoin- 
ing land,  is  in  reality  an  exterior  fence  until  the  owner  consentfi 
to  its  use  by  his  neighbor  as  a  partition  fence.  And  where  thq  rights 
and  liabilitiee  of  a  landowner  have  not  been  modified  by  statutes 
allowing  animals  to  go  at  large  or  regulating  inclosures,  a  fence 
built  by  a  landowner  on  his  own  land  to  separate  it  from  adjoining 
property  is  so  entirely  his  own  property  that  he  may  do  what  he 

81;  Karasek  t.  Peier,  22  Wash.  419,  Note:  40  L.R.A.  183. 

61  Pao.  33,  60  LJe.A.  345.  1.  Note:  68  Am.  Dec.  626.   See  also 

Notes:  21  A.  S.  B.  512;  40  L.RA.  infra,  par.  19. 

181;  62  L.R.A.  686.  2.  Nolan  v.  Mendere,  77  Tex.  665, 

See  also  Adjoihiko  Lakdowhxrs,  14  S.  W.  167, 19  A.  S.  R.  801. 

Tol.  1,  pp.  399,  400.  Note:  68  Am.  Dec.  626. 

19.  Notes:  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  831;  9  3.  Nolan  v.  Mendere,  77  Tex.  565, 
Ann.  Cas.  736;  19  Ann.  Cas.  480.  14  S.  W.  167, 19  A.  S.  B.  SOL 

20.  Rideout  v.  Enox,  148  Mass.  368, 
19  N.  E.  390, 12  A  8.  B.  560, 2  L3A. 
81- 
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will  with  it,  by  maintaining  it,  removing  it,  or  letting  it  go  to  decay, 
without  at  all  affecting  those  rights  and  liabilities.* 

11.  Duty  to  Maintain  at  Common  Law. — At  common  law,  a  land- 
owner was  not  bound  to  maintain  fences  between  himself  and  his 
neighbors  except  by  prescription  or  agreement,*  nor  could  he,  with- 
out such  agreement  or  prescription,  be  held  to  contribute  to  the 
expense  of  fences  erected  by  his  neighbors.  As  has  been  already 
stated,  however,  each  owner  at  his  peril  was  bound  to  keep  his  cattle 
on  his  own  lands,  whether  the  lands  of  his  neighbor  were  fenced 
OP  unfenced.*  And  the  authority  given  by  law  to  a  coterminous 
proprietor  to  build  one-half  of  a  partition  fence  on  the  land  adjoin- 
ing his  own  gives  him  an  unqualified  right  to  enter  upon  and  occupy 
as  much  of  the  premises  as  is  needful  for  that  purpose.'  The  owner 
of  a  partition  fence  is  not  answerable  to  a  third  person  who  has  been 
injured  by  its  falling  upon  him,  where  he  used  Uie  care  of  a  prudent 
man  in  maintaining  it.^ 

12.  Duty  to  Uaintain  by  Prescription. — A  landowner  may  be 
bound  by  prescription  to  maintain  the  whole  or  part  of  a  partition 
fence  between  his  own  land  and  that  of  an  adjoining  proprietor,* 
and  where  a  line  fence  is  built  in  separate  portions  by  adjoining 
owners,  and  maintained  by  them  in  the  same  manner  for  more  than 
twenty-five  years,  some  original  grant  or  agreement  between  the  parties 
by  which  a  legal  division  of  the  fence  was  established  will  be  pre- 
sumed.^" Parol  evidence  of  a  usage  to  repair  separate  portions  of  a 
fence  is  admissible  to  prove  the  prescription.  But  no  prescriptive 
obligation  to  maintain  any  particular  portion  of  a  partition  fence 
arises  from  a  joint  maintenance  of  the  entire  fence  for  any  number 
of  years.  It  has  been  held  that  a  statute  allowing  a  division  of  such 
a  fence  to  be  established  by  evidence  of  twenty  years'  usage  and 
acquiescence  does  not  operate  retrospectively  and  that  a  prescription 
beginning  before  the  passage  of  the  act  will  not  do.  It  has  also 
been  decided  that  a  division  of  a  partition  fence  cannot  be  established 
by  a  prescription  gained  after  the  enactment  of  a  statute  giving  fence 
viewers  power  to  make  a  division,  in  case  of  dispute,  so  as  to  oust 
their  jurisdiction  to  make  such  division.  Moreover,  in  the  absence 
of  any  usage  between  the  particular  parties  or  their  grantors,  from 
which  a  prescription  to  maintain  part  or  all  of  a  partition  fence 
could  arise,  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  a  mere  local  custom,  in  a 
particular  city,  to  require  adjacent  lot-owners  to  join  in  maintain- 

4.  Note:  68  Am.  Dee.  626.  7.  Note:  11  Ann.  Cas.  200. 

5.  Hoiladay  t.  Marsh,  3  Wend.  (N.  8.  Quinn  t.  Crimmings,  171  Haas. 
Y.)  142.  20  Am.  Dec.  678.  255,  50  N.  E.  624,  68  A.  S.  B.  420  and 

Notes:  34  Am.  Dec.  80;  68  Am.  note,  42  L.R.A.  101. 

Dec.  626  ;  71  Am.  Dec.  727;  11  Ann.  9.  See  Animals,  vo!.  1,  p.  1100. 

Ca&  m.  10.  Knoz  v.  Tucker,  48  Ms.  373,  77 

6.  See  sopra,  par.  4.  Am.  Deo.  233. 
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ing  partition  fences  can  be  valid  and  binding,  though  such  a  custom 

has  been  sustained.  At  common  law,  a  writ  of  curia  claudenda  would 
lie  to  enforce  a  prescriptive  obligation  to  maintain  a  partition  fence 
or  a  portion  of  it;  but  not,  it  seems,  to  compel  performance  of  a 
mere  agreement  to  maintain  such  a  fence.'* 

13.  Duty  to  Maintain  by  Agreement.^A  partition  fence  may  also 
be  established  by  the  agreement- of  adjacent  landowners,**  and  they 
may  respectively  bind  themselvra  to  maintain  particular  portions 
of  such  fence,  or  one  of  them  may  agree  to  maintain  the  entire 
fence.  The  fact  that  there  is  a  statute  providing  for  the  erection 
and  apportionment  of  partition  fences  will  not  preclude  the  parties 
from  contrqlUng  the  matter  by  private  agreement.  And  if  they 
enter  into  an  agreement  for  the  erection  of  a  fence,  and  as  to  what 
shall  be  deemed  a  sufficient  fence,  the  agreement,  and  not  the  statute, 
will  determine  as  to  its  sufficiency.  However,  under  an  agreement 
to  maintain  a  "sufficient"  fence,  where  a  general  law  prescribes  what 
«haU  be  a  "sufficient"  fence,  a  lawful  fence  will  be  held  to  be  intended. 
Where  there  is  a  statute  regulating  division  fences,  an  agreement 
for  the  apportionment  of  a  fence  between  adjoining  owners,  followed 
by  tho  erection  of  the  respective  portions  of  the  fence  as  agreed,  and 
the  maintenance  thereof  by  the  parties  and  their  successors,  consti- 
tutes the  fence  a  division  fence  under  the  statute."  This  rule  has 
been  applied  to  the  case  of  an  agreement  that  a  hedge  theretofore 
planted  shall  be  a  division  fence,  and  that  one  party  shall  own  and 
keep  in  repair  half  of  it  and  the  other  shall  own  and  keep  in  repair 
the  other  half,  and  such  an  agreement  is  binding  on  the  parties  and 
such  of  their  successors  in  title  as  have  notice  thereof.**  An  agree- 
ment for  the  partition  or  appointment  of  such  a  fence  can  be  re- 
voked only  in  the  statutory  ipode.  And  such  an  ajrreement  is  not 
annulled  by  the  death  of  either  of  the  parties,  but  where  they  have 
agreed  to  build  their  respective  parta  of  the  fence,  each  is  bound 
to  maintain  his  portion  in  any  event  until  the  agreement  has  been 
repudiated.**  However,  a  license  granted  by  an  owner  of  land  to 
an  adjoining  proprietor  permitting  the  latter  to  join  fences  with 
him  is  a  personal  privilege  which  is  revocable,  and  t'le  sale  of  the 
land  by  the  licensor  amounts  to  a  revocation,  a  purchaser  who  takes 
without  notice  of  the  agreement  not  being  bound  thereby."  At 
common  law,  trespass  docs  not  lie  at  the  instance  of  an  adjoining 
proprietor,  against  his  neighbor,  for  the  breach  of  an  agreement 
to  keep  the  partition  fence  in  repair,  as  the  action  should  be  for 

11.  Note:  68  Am.  Dec.  626.  15.  Scott  v.  Grover,  56  Vt.  499,  48 

12.  See  Animals,  vol.  1,  p.  1100.       Am.  Rep.  814. 

13.  Note:  68  Am.  Dec.  626,  Note:  68  Am.  Dec.  626. 

14.  Meyer  v.  Perkins,  89  Neb.  59,  16.  House  v.  Seat,  26  Mo,  %78,  72 
130  N.  W.  986,  Ann.  Cas.  1912C  468.     Am.  Dec.  202. 
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breach  of  contract,^'  although  it  has  been  decided  that  where  such 
an  agreement  is  held  to  constitute  the  fence  in  question  a  partition 
fence  within  the  meaning  of  a  statute  regulating  such  fences,  all 
the  statutory  remedies  for  the  enforcement  of  the  obligations  of  the 
respective  parties  apply.'*  If  the  duty  to  maintain  a  partition  fence 
is,  by  private  arrangement  between  two  adjoining  owners,  imposed 
on  one  of  them,  the  other  is  not  answerable  to  a  third  person  who 
has  been  injured  by  the  fence  falling  upon  him." 

14.  Deed  as  Evidence  of  Agreement. — Where  an  agreement  for  the 
erection,  apportionment,  or  maintenance  of  a  fence  is  evidenced  by 
a  deed,  there  can,  of  course,  be  no  question  as  to  its  binding  force.** 
A  covenant  for  the  maintenance  of  such  a  fence  ordinarily  runs 
with  the  land,  and  binds  not  only  the  covenantor  but  bis  heirs  and 
assigns,'  And  inasmuch  as  the  purchaser  of  land  is  generally  held 
to  have  constructive  notice  of  all  matters  a£Fecting  his  estate  which 
appear  in  the  instruments  through  which  he  derives  his  title,  it  ia 
not  necessary  that  the  covenant  to  maintain  a  division  fence  ^ould 
appear  in  the  deed  of  his  immediate  grantor.'  Also,  if  a  grantee 
accepts  a  deed  in  which  there  is  a  stipulation  requiring  him  to  inclose 
tiie  land  with  a  fence,  such  land  being  part  of  a  larger  tract  belong- 
ing to  the  grantor,  this  imposes  on  him  the  obligation  of  maintain- 
ing a  partition  fence  between  the  premises  granted  and  part  of  the 
remaining  land  subsequently  conveyed  by  the  grantor  to  another 
grantee,  whenever  such  fence  is  necessary.'  But  after  parting  with 
the  title  to  the  land,  the  covenantor  is  not  liable  for  the  failure  of 
his  grantee  to  perform  the  covenant.*  A  covenant  to  repair,  expressed 
in  general  terms,  will  be  construed  as  binding  the  covenantor  to 
rebuild,  in  the  event  of  the  destruction  of  l^e  structure  without  fault 
on  the  part  of  the  covenantees.'  The  right  to  fence  a  right  of  way, 
however,  is  not  given  by  a  reservation  in  a  deed  of  a  reasonable  right 
of  way  across  land  conveyed.* 

15.  Parol  Evidence  of  Agreement. — There  is  some  conflict  of 
authority  as  to  whether  contracts  in  relation  to  division  fences  are 


17.  Walker  v.  Watrous,  8  Ala.  493, 
42  Am.  Dec.  646. 

18.  Note:  68  Am.  Dec.  627. 

19.  Quinn  v.  Crimmings,  171  Mass. 
255,  50  N.  E.  624,  68  A.  S.  R.  420,  42 
L.R.A.  lOL 

20.  Note:  68  Am.  Dec.  626. 

1.  Bronson  v.  Coffin,  108  Mass.  175, 
11  Am.  Rep.  335;  Kellogg  t.  Robinson, 
6  Vt.  278,  27  Am.  Dec.  550  and  note. 
,     Notes:  68  Am.  Dec  626;  97  Am. 
'  Dec.  643. 

See  also  Covskants,  vol.  7,  p.  1108. 
iL  See  CovxNANTS,  vol.  7,  p.  1109. 


3.  Sexaner  v.  WUson,  136  la.  357, 
113  N.-W.  941,  15  Ann.  Caa.  54  and 
note,  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  185;  Barbank  v. 
PilUbury,  48  N.  H.  475,  07  Am.  Dee. 

633. 

Note :  68  Am.  Dec.  626. 

4.  Seianer  v.  Wilson,  136  la.  357, 
113  N.  W.  941,  15  Aim.  Cas.  54,  14 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  185. 

5.  Beach  v.  Grain,  2  N.  Y.  86,  49 
Am.  Dec.  369  and  note. 

6.  Sizer  v.  Quintan,  82  Wis.  390,  52 
N.  W.  590,  33  A.  S.  B.  55, 16  LAJL 
612. 
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contracts  in  relation  to  an  interest  in  lands,  within  the  meaning  of 
the  statute  of  frauds  requiring  such  contracts  to  be  in  writing.  Thus, 
some  cases  hold  that  an  agreement  for  a  division  of  a  line  fence  must 
be  in  writing,  in  order  to  be  binding  on  the  parties  and  their  privies,^ 
and  that  a  contract  for  the  conveyance  of  an  undivided  interest  in 
a  partition  fence  between  lands  of  adjoining  owners  is  a  contract 
for  the  release  of  an  interest  in  real  estate,  and,  to  be  binding,  must, 
in  the  absence  of  part  performance,  be  in  writing.^  The  weight  of 
authority,  however,  seems  to  be  to  the  effect  that  such  a  contract 
is  not  within  the  statute.*  Accordingly  it  has  heen  held  that  an 
agreement  to  maintain  or  to  erect  and  maintain  each  a  definite  por- 
tion of  a  fence  is  not  required  to  be  in  writing  to  be  binding  on  the 
parties  and  such  of  their  successors  in  title  as  have  notice,^*  or  until 
repudiated. 

Vnder  StaiuUB 

16,  In  General — In  the  United  States  the  whole  subject  of  parti- 
tion fences  is  very  generally  regulated  by  statute.  It  may  be  stated  in 
general  terms,  however,  that  such  statutes  ordinarily  require  adjacent 
owners  of  improved  lands  to  contribute  equally  to  the  maintenance 
of  partition  fences,  provide  for  the  assignment  by  fence  viewers  or 
other  proper  officers  of  the  portion  of  fence  which  each  owner  is 
to  build  and  maintain,  and  for  the  appraisement  by  such  officers, 
when  necessary  to  the  adjustment  of  the  mutual  rights  of  the  parties, 
of  the  value  of  fences  erected  or  repairs  made,  and  prescribe  also 
suitable  methods  of  enforcing  the  adjudications  of  those  officers." 
Such  statutes  are  a  valid  exercise  of  the  police  power,  and  are  not 
unconstitutional  as  taking  private  property  without  due  process  of 
law,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  under  their  provisions  a  fence 
built  by  one  owner  may  be  assigned  to  another  owner  to  maintain.** 
In  fact  the  duty  enjoined  by  such  statutes  on  adjacent  landowners,  of 

7.  Elnox  T.  Tneker,  48  Me.  37^  77  the  provisions  of  the  act  shall  not 
Am.  Dee.  233.  apply  to  any  hedge  fence  protecting 

Note:  68  Am.  Dee.  626.  either  an  orchard  or  a  building  refers 

8.  Rudi^U  T.  Cross,  54  Ark.  519, 16  only  to  hedges  which  are  actually  with- 
S.  W.  575,  26  A.  S.  R.  57  and  note.      in  the  terms  of  the  exception  to  the 

9.  Notes:  68  Am.  Dec.  628  ;  27  statute  at  the  time  the  proviso  is  in- 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  226.  See  also  Statctk  voked,  and  does  not  include  hedges 
or  Frauds.  which  are  not  then  but  may  at  some 

10.  McAfee  v.  Walker,  82  Kan.  182,  future  time  be  within  such  terms.  Hill 
107  Pac.  637,  27  L.RJi..(N.S.)  226;  v.  Tohill,  225  lU.  384,  80  N.  E.  253, 
Meyer  v.  Perkins,  89  Neb.  59,  130  N.  8  Ann.  Cas.  423. 

W.  986,  Ann.  Cas.  1912C  468  and  note.  13.  Hill  v.  TohiU,  225  HI.  384,  80 

11.  Scott  v.  Grover,  56  Vt.  499,  48  N.  E.  253,  8  Ann.  Cas.  423. 

Am.  Rep.  814.  Notes:  68  Am.  Dec.  629;  8  Ann. 

12.  Note :  68  Am.  Dec.  629.  Cas.  426. 
A  proviso  in  a  fence  statute  that 
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uniting  in  the  erection  and  maintenance  of  partition  fences,  is  re- 
garded as  almost  a  common  law  obligation  in  some  of  the  older  states, 
owing  to  the  antiquity  of  the  first  statutes  on  the  subject  and  the 
uniformity  with  which  thoy  have  been  maintained.^*  Under  a  stat- 
ute providing  that  parties  shall  maintain  respectively  a  just  and  equal 
proportion  of  partition  fences,  the  proportion  is  not  to  be  ascertained 
by  simply  dividing  the  whole  fence  into  two  equal  parts,  but  a  just 
and  equfd  proportion  with  respect  to  cost  of  construction  and  main- 
tenance is  required,  and  a  statute  requiring  parties  to  maintain  such 
fences  imposes  an  obligation,  not  merely  to  repair  the  fence  when 
necessary,  but  to  rebuild  it  in  case  of  its  accidental  destruction  by  fire 
or  otherwise.*'  Where  under  such  a  statute  a  partition  fence  is  the 
joint  property  of  the  adjoining  proprietors  and  on  each  is  devolved 
the  duty  of  keeping  them  in  good  repair,  one  proprietor  cannot  main- 
tain an  action  against  his  immediate  neighbor  for  an  injury  caused 
by  an  insufficient  fence. ^*  And  under  a  provision  that  the  owner  of 
animals  shall  not  be  liable  for  damage  by  trespass  in  consequence  of 
the  neglect  of  the  person  who  has  suffered  the  damage  to  maintain 
his  part  of  the  partition  fence,  neglect  to  maintain  his  part  of  the 
partition  fence  cannot  be  imputed  to  a  person  until  a  division  thereof 
takes  place  between  him  and  the  adjoining  owner." 

17.  Lands  and  Fences  Subject  to  Statutes. — The  statutes  generally 
require  only  adjacent  owners  of  "improved"  or  "inclosed"  lands  to 
contribute  to  partition  fences,  and  under  such  statutes  owners  whose 
lands  are  unimproved  or  uninclosed  cannot  be  coDopelled  to  con- 
tribute.'' A  statute  cannot  be  so  construed  and  administered  as  to 
charge  an  owner  of  unimproved  or  uninclosed  land  with  any  part  of 
the  expense  of  constructing  and  maintaining  a  line  fence,  as  this 
would  be  laying  an  imposition  on  the  private  property  of  one  for 
the  sole  benefit  of  another."  A  decision  of  fence  viewers  requiring 
owners  of  unimproved  or  uninclosed  lands  to  do  so  is»  therefore,  coram 
non  judice  and  void.**  The  theory  that  an  owner  should  not  be 
compelled  to  contribute  to  the  cost  of  a  fence  from  which  he  derives 
no  benefit  has  also  been  applied  where  one  builds  a  fence  on  his  own 
land,  and  back  from  the  division  line,  so  as  to  leave  an  uninclosed 
way  or  lane  between  his  own  and  his  neighbor's  land.  In  these  cases 
the  owner  of  the  lane  is  not  liable  to  share  the  cost  of  a  fence  erected 
on  the  line.'  If  part  of  an  owner's  land  is  improved  and  the  residue 
not,  he  is  liable  to  contribute  to  a  partition  fence  only  along  the 

14.  Note :  68  Am.  Dec.  629.  19.  Alma  Coal  Co.  v.  Cozard,  79 

16.  Note:  68  Am.  Dee.  638.  Ohio  St.  348,  87  N.  E.  172,  20  LJLA.. 

16.  Walker  v.  Watrous,  8  AJa.  493,   (N.S.)  1092  and  note. 

42  Am.  Dee.  646.  20.  Note :  68  Am.  Dec.  632. 

17.  Lord  V.  Wormwood,  29  Me.  282,  1.  Notes:  68  Am.  De«.  626;  20 
60  Am.  Dec.  586.  L.R.A.(N.S)  1092 

id.  Note:  68  Am.  Dec.  632. 
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improved  part,  and  one  who  after  letting  his  land  lie  open  under  the 
statute  afterwards  incloses  it,  and  joins  to  a  line  fence  erected  by  an 
fuijacent  owner,  becomes  liable  for  half  the  cost  of  the  fence.^  On  the 
other  hand,  one  who  has  borne  his  share  of  the  cost  of  a  partition  fence 
may  relieve  himself  from  maintaining  the  fence  or  a  section  of  it 
by  allowing  his  entire  lands,  or  so  much  as  he  sees  fit,  again  to  lie 
in  common.'  Where  fence  viewers  have  assigned  a  hedge  to  a  land- 
owner to  be  maintained  by  him  as  his  portion  of  a  division  fence,  the 
owner  has  the  right  to  remove  the  hedge  and  substitute  therefor  a 
lawful  fence  of  other  material  without  the  consent  of  the  adjoining 
landowner.*  But  where  one  party  ceases  to  improve  his  land,  or 
throws  it  open,  he  must  not  take  away  any  part  of  his  partition  fence 
if  the  owner  or  occupant  of  an  adjoining  improved  inclosure  elects 
to  pay  its  value  within  a  reasonable  time,  which  is  generally  fixed  by 
statute.'  When  a  statute  applies  in  terms  to  agricultural  lands,  it 
does  not  regulate  the  erection  and  maintenance  of  fences  between  lots 
in  cities  and  towns.* 

IS.  What  Is  Improved  or  Inclosed  Land. — ^The  question  as  to  when 
land  is  to  be  deemed  under  improvement  so  as  to  render  the  owner 
liable  to  contribute  to  the  expense  of  partition  fences,  is  a  mixed  one 
of  law  and  fact  If  land  is  used  or  employed  to  good  purpose,  or 
turned  to  profitable  account,  it  is  to  be  deemed  improved  land  under 
existing  statutes.  Land  occupied  by  public  buildings  is  under  im- 
provement, but  when  it  is  laid  open  to  public  use  it  is  "in  common," 
and  therefore  not  within  the  statutes.^ 

19.  Location  of  Partition  Fences. — ^Tt  may  be  stated  as  a  general 
rule  that  a  partition  fence,  in  order  to  be  within  the  purview  of  stat- 
utes regulating  the  construction  and  repair  of  division  or  partition 
fences,  should  be  located  on  the  division  line  between  adjoining  prop- 
erties, or  approximately  thereon,*  and  consequently  fence  viewers  have 
no  authority  to  direct  a  partition  fence  to  be  built  elsewhere  than  on 
the  line.*  The  action  of  viewers  in  locating  a  fence  will  not  prevent 
one  of  the  adjacent  owners  from  showing,  in  a  proper  action,  that 
the  fence  is  placed  wholly  on  bis  land,  and  from  recovering  damages 
therefor,***  and  in  an  action  for  contribution  the  fact  that  the  fence 
is  not  on  the  line  is  a  good  defense.**  If  a  fence  is  located  on  a  line 
agreed  on,  whether  it  be  the  true  line  or  not,  it  is  a  good  partition 
fence,  and  the  parties  are  estopped  to  deny  it    Moreover,  mutual 

2.  Note:  68  Am.  Dec.  632.  7.  Note:  68  Am.  Dec  632. 

3.  Notes:  68  Am.  Dec.  632;  20  8.  Note :  11  Ann.  Cas.  199.  See  also 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  1092.  supra,  par.  10. 

4.  Hill  V.  Tobill,  225  111.  384,  80     9.  Note:  68  Am.  Dee.  633. 


6.  Notes:   68  Am.  Dee.  633;  22     U.  Note:  68  Am.  Dec.  635. 

L.R.A.  107. 


N.  E.  253,  8  Ann.  Cas.  423. 
5.  Note:  12  L.R-A.  601. 


10.  Notes:  68  Am.  Dee.  633;  11 
Ann.  Cas.  200. 
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recognition  of  a  fence  built  entirely  on  the  land  of  one  as  a  partition 
fence  estops  both  parties  from  complaining  of  any  act  which  would 
have  been  lawful  if  the  fence  had  been  on  the  line,  such  as  an  entry 
to  repair  the  fence.**  If  one  of  two  adjacent  owners  by  mistake  builds 
a  partition  fence  on  the  land  of  the  other,  by  his  license,  and  on  dis- 
covering the  mistake  removes  the  fence  to  the  true  line  within  a  reason- 
able time,  he  is  not  liable  in  trespass  for  removing  the  rails.^*  A 
partition  fence  should  be  built  equally  on  the  land  of  both  landholders 
and  a  reasonable  quantity  of  land  may  be  taken  for  the  purpose  on 
both  sides.  If  more  than  half  of  a  partition  fence  is  built  on  the 
land  of  one  of  the  proprietors,  he  may  remove  the  excess,  even  though 
it  involves  the  removal  of  the  entire  fence,  if  he  has  not  agreed  to  have 
it  so  placed.  But  this  rule  applies  only  to  partition  fences,  and  a 
man  may  not  plant  the  comer-post  of  his  front  fence  so  that  half  of 
it  shall  be  on  his  neighbor's  land,  and  if  he  does  so  it  is  a  trespass.^* 
A  Virginia  worm  fence  projecting  equally  on  the  land  of  each  is  a 
good  division  fence,  by  immemorial  usage,^'  though  it  has  been  held 
that  a  license  to  build  a  fence  on  the  line  does  not  contemplate  a  worm 
or  zigzag  fence  crossing  the  line  from  side  to  side  alternately,  as 
usage  and  custom  do  not  control  the  requirements  of  a  license.'*  The 
fact  that  the  land  is  covered  for  a  part  of  the  year  with  water  affords 
no  legitimate  excuse  for  failing  to  construct  a  partition  or  division 
fence  on  the  line,  but  where  the  division  line  is  so  situated  as  to  make 
the  building  of  a  fence  on  it  impossible  or  impracticable,  as  where  the 
line  runs  along  an  alley,  a  road,  or  a  stream,  then  an  owner  must 
locate  a  fence  on  his  own  land,  unless  some  arrangement  can  be  made 
by  agreement  for  the  construction  of  a  fence.  And  in  constructing  a 
fence  along  a  highway  or  a  private  road,  ihQ  abutting  owner  has  no 
right  to  rest  one-half  of  the  fence  over  his  line.*'  Where  adjacent 
owners  agree  each  to  build  half  of  a  partition  fence,  and  by  mistake 
one  builds  his  fence  on  the  land  of  the  other,  and  the  land  is  sold  to 
a  third  person  having  no  notice  of  the  agreement,  the  fence  is  his.** 
In  reconstructing  a  partition  or  division  fence  the  division  line  may 
be  followed  although  the  old  fence  was  not  exactly  on  the  line.** 

20.  Nature  of  Proceedings  under  Statutes  Generally. — Proceedings 
under  statutes  to  apportion  a  partition  fence  or  to  appraise  the  value 
or  to  determine  the  sufficiency  of  such  fence  or  repairs,  are  judicial, 
and  fence  viewers  are  regarded  as  judicial  officers  with  respect  to  their 

12.  Notes:  68  Am.  Dee.  633;  11  Ann.     16.  Morton  v.  Reynolda,  46  N.  J.  L. 


13.  Hobbs  y.  Clark,  53  Ark.  411, 14     Notes:  68  Am.  Dee.  634;  U  Ann. 


Cas.  200. 


326,  46  Am.  Rep.  776. 


S.  W.  652,  9  L.R.A.  526. 
Note:  68  Am.  Dec.  634. 

14.  Note :  68  Am.  Dec.  634. 

15.  Notes :  68  Am.  Dee.  634;  11  Ann. 
Caa.  199. 


Caa.  200. 


17.  Note:  11  Ann.  Cas.  200. 

18.  Note:  68  Am.  Dee.  634. 

19.  Note:  11  Ann.  Gas.  m. 
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chief  duties.  Moreover,  the  jurisdiction  of  fence  viewers  being  special, 
they  must  keep  within  its  bounds,  and  Uiere  is  no  presumption  in 
favor  of  the  jurisdiction.*''  Ad  adjudication  directing  anything  be- 
yond what  the  law  prescribes  is  void  for  the  excess,  though  not,  it 
seems,  entirely  void  if  any  part  is  good>  A  fence  must  be  a  partition 
fence  to  give  the  viewers  jurisdiction  over  it,  and  they  cannot  con- 
clude a  party  by  deciding  that  to  be  a  partition  fence  which  is  not.* 
They  have  no  authority  to  fix  the  line  if  it  is  in  dispute,  but  it  seenis 
that  the  adverse  party  cannot  oust  their  jurisdiction  by  raising  disputes 
as  to  the  line.  The  general  rule  is  that  their  decisions  as  to  matters 
within  their  jurisdiction,  in  the  absence  of  mistake  or  fraud,  are  final 
and  conclusive,'  and  it  has  been  held  that  a  statute  making  their 
decisions  conclusive  is  constitutional.'  And  though  certiorari  may 
issue  to  review  their  proceedings,  a  decision  on  the  merits  will  not  be 
disturbed.' 

21.  Proceedings  before  Viewers. — ^Within  their  jurisdiction,  the 

proceedings  of  fence  viewers  are  not  to  be  scrutinized  with  technical 
nicety,  and  substantial  compliance  with  a  statute  will  be  sufficient  to 
render  their  proceedings  valid.  Two  or  more  several  landowners 
adjoining  another  cannot  join  in  an  application  for  a  division  of  a 
partition  fence  where  the  statute  does  not  clearly  authorize  it,  though 
several  division  fences  between  the  same  owners  may  be  included  in 
the  same  application,  where  there  is  nothing  in  the  statute  to  forbid 
it,  and  if  the  fences  are  separately  divided  the  fact  that  some  of  them 
were  improperly  included  affords  no  ground  of  objection.  An  appor- 
tionment between  adjacent  owners  of  part  only  of  their  division  fence 
is  good  if  there  is  no  dispute  as  to  tiie  residue  or  no  request  to  ap- 
portion i..*  Kotice  to  the  adverse  party  is  essential  to  give  fence 
viewers  jurisdiction,  and  without  such  notice,  whether  the  statute 
prescribes  notice  or  not,  the  proceedings  are  void  for  want  of  juris- 
diction unless  the  parties  voluntarily  appear,'  and  it  has  been  held 
that  a  statute  which  in  effect  provides  for  the  settiement  of  the 
comers  of  disputed  quarter  sections  and  the  establishment  of  the 
divisional  lines  of  fences,  and  fails  to  provide  for  any  notice  to  the 
adjoining  owners  or  to  give  them  any  chance  to  be  heard,  is  open  to 
the  objection  that  it  deprives  the  ownera  of  their  property  without 
due  process  of  law.'  Unless  a  statute  prescribes  notice  for  some 
speci^ed  time,  reasonable  notice  is  sufBcient.  If  an  application 
embraces  two  or  more  distinct  subjects  for  adjudication,  there  must 
be  notice  of  each,  and  there  can  be  no  action  on  any  matter  not 

20.  Note:  68  Am.  Dec.  629.  4.  Notes:  68  Am.  Dec  631;  8  Ann. 

1.  Bailey  v.  Bryan,  48  N.  G.  367,  67  Caa.  426. 

Am.  Dee.  246.  6.  Note :  68  Am.  Dec.  631. 

Note:  68  Am.  Dee.  630.  6.  Note:  68  Am.  Dec.  630,  631. 

2.  See  snpra,  par.  10, 19.  7.  Note:  68  Am.  Dec.  629,  630. 


3.  Note:  68  Am.  Dec.  630. 


8.  Note:  8  Ann.  Cas.  427. 
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expressed  in  the  notice.  But  notice  to  a  tenant  in  common  in  sola 
possession  is  sufficient  when  the  other  cotenants  are  nonresidents  and 
their  residences  are  unknown.  And  a  complaint  need  not  be  in 
writing  uni^  the  statute  so  provides,  expressly  or  by  implication.' 

22.  Who  Hay  Enforce  Liability  and  Who  Is  Bound  to  Contribute^ 
An  occupant,  though  not  the  owner,  of  lands  is  entitled  to  the  benefit 
of  a  statute  providing  for  the  recovery  from  adjacent  owners  or 
occupants  of  a  proportionate  part  of  the  expense  of  partition  fences, 
but  one  who  is  not  an  owner  or  occupant  of  adjoining  land  cannot 
insist  on  the  maintenance  of  a  partition  fence,  or  recover  for  a 
deficiency.^*  Where  there  is  nothmg  but  the  line  between  two  tracts 
of  land,  and  they  are  otherwise  within  the  statute,  the  owners  thereof 
are  adjoining  owners  and  bound  to  contribute  to  partition  fences. 
This  obligation,  however,  they  may  escape  by  agreement,  and  such 
agreement  need  not  be  in  writing.  And  so  they  may  agree  that  there 
shall  be  a  lane  between  them,  or  they  may  agree  to  inclose  their  lands 
in  common,  and  in  such  a  case  they  will  be  remitted  to  their  common 
law  rights  as  respects  liability  for  mutual  trespasses.  As  dispensing 
with  the  obligation  on  the  part  of  an  adjoining  owner  to  contribute, 
it  has  been  held  in  some  cases  that  if  either  owner  builds  a  fence  on 
his  own  land,  leaving  the  land  between  himself  and  the  line  open,  he 
will  not  then  be  held  to  contribute  to  a  fence  erected  on  the. line, 
unless  the  statute  expressly  or  impliedly  forbids  such  action.  The  true 
rule,  however,  would  seem  to  be  that  there  must  be  something  more 
than  a  mere  colorable  throwing  open  of  the  intervening  land  to  escape 
liability  for  the  maintenance  of  a  joint  fence,  and  so,  where  a  private 
way  is  necessary  to  one  of  the  owners  to  enable  him  to  obtain  ingress 
and  egress  along  the  line,  he  cannot  be  compelled  to  maintain  all  of 
the  fence  on  his  own  side  of  the  way  and  half  of  that  on  the  other 
side.  A  party  must  be  in  the  possession,  use,  and  control  of  premises, 
so  as  to  be  able  to  fence  them  voluntarily,  in  order  to  be  liable  under 
a  statute  relating  to  partition  fences.  Therefore,  an  owner  whose  land 
is  in  the  possession  of  a  trespasser,  or  one  claiming  for  himself  or  a 
stranger,  is  not  liable  for  the  erection  or  repair  of  a  partition  fence, 
and  it  has  been  held  that  a  husband  lodging  with  his  wife,  who  is  the 
owner  and  exclusive  manager  of  the  premises,  he  himself  being 
engaged  in  business  elsewhere,  is  not  within  the  statute.  One  who  has, 
by  agreement,  inclosed  his  land  with  that  of  others  is  nevertheless 
liable  to  contribute  to  a  partition  fence  between  his  land  and  that  of 
an  adjacent  owner.**  Where  an  order  requiring  a  partition  fence  to 
be  built  does  not  fix  its  height,  and  it  has  been  built  sufficiently  high 
to  answer  the  purpose,  a  recovery  may  be  had  for  contribution,  al- 
though it  is  not  of  the  legal  height^' 

9.  Note:  68  Am.  Dec.  630.  11.  Note:  68  Am.  Dee.  631  et  aeq. 

10.  Note:  68  Am.  Dee.  633.    ■  12.  Note:  22  LJ(.A.  107. 
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23.  Statutory  Remedies  to  Enforce  Contribution. — ^In  the  case  of 
a  statutory  fence,  the  remedies  to  enforce  contribution  depend,  of 
course,  on  the  particular  statute.  A  usual  feature  of  such  statutes  is 
a  provision  that  where  one  of  the  adjacent  proprietors  refuses  or 
neglects  to  build  or  repair  the  portion  of  the  fence  assigned  to  him,  the 
other  may  build  or  repair  it  himself,  have  the  value  appraised  by  the 
viewers,  and  then  recover  the  amount  from  the  delinquent  proprietor, 
and  by  some  statutes  he  is  empowered  to  recover  double  the  amount 
by  way  of  penalty  for  the  default.  The  statutory  method  of  procedure 
to  enable  one  owner  to  build  another's  portion  of  a  partition  fence,  and 
then  recover  the  value,  is  exclusive,  and  a  party  cannot,  without  resort- 
ing to  and  complying  with  the  statute,  go  on  and  build  the  whole 
fence  and  then  recover,  especially  when  double  value  by  way  of 
penalty  is  claimed."  It  has  been  held,  however,  that  an  adjoining 
proprietor  may,  after  an  application  to  his  immediate'  neighbor  to 
repair  the  partition  fence,  and  his  refusal  so  to  do,  perform  the  neces- 
sary work  himself,  and  recover  therefor,  although  the  reviewers  con- 
templated by  the  statute  have  not  been  appointed.'*  Where  the 
obligation  to  contribute  to  the  expense  of  a  partition  fence  erected  by 
one  adjacent  owner,  after  the  other's  default,  has  once  attached,  a 
lien  by  statute  to  enforce  it  is  not  exclusive,  but  the  amount  may  be 
recovered  by  an  action.  As  to  the  party  to  bring  an  action  for  con- 
tribution, it  must  no  doubt  be  the  party  who  erected  the  fence  or  made 
the  repairs,  and  if  before  recovering  it  he  conveys  his  land,  his  grantee 
does  not  succeed  to  his  right,  unless  a  statute  authorizes  a  recovery 
from  an  adjacent  landowner  who  uses  a  fence  after  its  erection  and 
after  conveyance.  Unless  the  proceedings  to  fix  a  defendant's  liability 
to  build  or  repair  a  fence  were  valid,  the  plaintiff  cannot  recover. 
The  statutes  usually  provide  for  notice  by  the  viewers  to  a  party  in 
order  to  put  him  in  default,  but  without  such  provision  notice  is  no 
doubt  necessary.  Parol  evidence  of  such  notice  is,  however,  sufficient. 
A  defendant  must  of  course  have  been  in  default  before  the  plaintiff 
undertook  to  build  or  repair  the  fence,  but  where  the  plaintiff  begins 
to  repair  after  the  default  is  complete,  he  is  not  bound  to  desist  on  the 
offer  of  the  defendant  to  make  the  repairs.  If  the  statute  provides  for 
an  adjudication  and  appraisement  by  fence  viewers  as  to  the  suffi- 
ciency and  value  of  the  fence  or  repairs  when  completed,  the  defend- 
ant is  entitled  to  notice  of  their  meeting  for  that  purpose.  An  appraise- 
ment is  not  necessary  before  suit,  however,  unless  the  statute  requires 
it,  and  the  value  may  be  proved  by  witnesses.  It  is  no  defense  to  an 
action  for  contribution  or  for  the  penalty  of  double  the  amount,  that 
the  plaintiff  has  built  a  better  or  more  expensive  fence  than  the  statute 
requires,  nor  that  the  plaintiff's  part  of  the  fence  was  insufficient  at 

18.  Note:  68  Am.  Dee.  634.  14.  Walker  v.  Watrovs,  8  Ala.  493, 

42  Am.  Dee.  646. 
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the  time  of  the  view.  The  sale  of  the  land  by  the  adjoining  owner 
after  proceedings  for  appraisement  have  been  commenced^  and  notioe 
by  the  purchaser  that  he  does  not  intend  to  improve  the  land,  will  not 
defeat  a  right  to  recover  contribution  for  building  or  repairing  the 
adjoining  owner's  part  of  the  fenced' 

y.  Railroad  Fences 

In  General 

24.  At  Common  Law  and  under  Statutes  Generally. — ^In  a  few 
cases  it  has  been  held  iJiat,  independently  of  any  statutory  require- 
ment, a  railroad  company  is  chargeable  with  the  duty  to  fence  its 
track  and  construct  cattle  guards  if  required  by  reasonable  prudence 
and  care  to  keep  the  track  free  from  obstructions,  the  duty  being 
largely  dependent  on  the  locality  of  the  road  and  tJae  place  through 
which  it  passes.^* '  The  general  rule,  however,  is  that  in  the  absence 
of  statutory  regulations  railroads  are  under  no  duty  to  fence  their 
roads.^'  Statutes  have  been  passed  however  in  most  if  not  all  of  the 
states  either  requiring  railroad  companies  to  build  fences  and  cattle 
guards  or  declaring  that  they  shall  be  liable  in  damages  for  injaries 
resulting  from  the  failure  to  erect  and  maintain  tiiem.  The  remedy 
of  a  landowner  for  the  failure  of  a  railroad  company  to  fence  is  not 
limited  to  an  action  for  damages,  but  he  may  enforce  the  performance 
of  the  statutory  duty.*'  A  statutory  requirement  to  fence  "on  each 
side"  of  the  road  has  reference  to  the  margin  or  border  of  the  entire 
grounds  or  right  of  way,  and  this  gives  the  adjoining  landowner  the 
opportunity  to  join  fences,  which  is  a  legal  right  he  has."  Where 
compensation  is  awarded  and  paid  to  the  owner  of  the  land  for  the 
purpose  of  building  a  fence  when  a  right  of  way  is  taken,  it  has  been 
held  that  lie  cannot  recover  for  injuries  to  his  cattle  through  neglect 
to  fence." 

25.  Constitntionality  of  Railroad  Fence  Laws. — Statutes  requiring 
railroads  to  construct  and  maintain  fences  and  cattle  guards  along  the 

16.  Note:  68  Am.  Dee.  634,  635.     Pa.  St  298, 67  Am.  Dec.  654  and  note. 

16.  Donnegan  t.  Erfaardt,  119  N.  Notes :  7  Am.  Rep.  47;  2  A.  S.  R. 
T.  468,  23  N.  E.  1051,  7  L.R.A.  627  ;  487;  6  L.R_i.  737;  12  L.R.A.  180;  9 
Trow  v.  Vermont  Cent.  R.  Co.,  24  L.RJL(N.S.)  347  ;  43  LJl.A.(N.8.) 
Vt.  487,  68  Am.  Dec.  191.  449. 

Note:  63  Am.  Dec.  625.  See  also  Ahiuals,  vol.  1,  p.  1169, 

17.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.  t.  Patchin,  1170. 

16  lU.  198,  61  Am.  Dec.  65;  LouisviUe,  18.  Note:  8  L.R.A.  138. 

etc.,  R.  Co.  V.  Milton,  14  B.  Mon.  19.  Gould  v.  Great  Northern  R.  Co., 

(Ky.)  75,  58  Am.  Dec.  647;  Gorman  v.  63  Minn.  37,  65  N.  W.  125,  56  A.  S. 

Padflc  R.  Co.,  26  Mo.  441,  72  Am.  Dec.  R.  453,  30  LJt.A.  690.   See  also  an- 

220;  Kerwhacker  t.  Cleveland,  etc.,  R.  pra,  par.  10. 

Co.,  3  Ohio  St.  172,  62  Am.  Dec.  246;  20.  Note:  49  Am.  Dec  270. 

New  York,  etc.,  R.  Co.  t.  Skinner,  19 
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lines  of  their  roads  are  held,  almost  without  exception,  to  be  a  con- 
stitutional exercise  of  the  police  power  for  the  protection  of  property 
and  the  promotion  of  the  public  safety.^  And  the  legislature  has  the 
power  to  declare  the  particular  parts  of  the  track  which  must  and  those 
which  need  not  be  fenced.*  In  order  to  enforce  the  duty  to  fence, 
the  legislature  may  prescribe  appropriate  fines  and  penalties;  and  the 
mode  in  which  they  shall  be  enforced,  whether  at  the  suit  of  a  private 
party  or  at  the  suit  of  the  public,  and  what  disposition  shall  be  made 
of  the  amounts  collected,  are  mere  matters  of  legislative  discretion.' 
That  statutes  which  impose  an  absolute  liability  or  which  impose 
penalties  in  double  the  amount  of  the  actual  damage  suffered  by 
reason  of  the  failure  of  a  railroad  to  maintain  sufficient  fences  and 
cattle  guards  are  not,  on  that  account,  unconstitutional,  has  been 
decided  in  numerous  cases,*  while  statutes  which  require  railroads  to 
build  fences  and  cattle  guards  whenever  demand  for  them  is  made  by 
the  owners  of  land  through  which  the  road  runs  have  also  been  sus- 
tained.' Again  damages  may  be  allowed  for  the  diminution  of  value 
in  adjoining  land,  caused  by  the  failure  of  a  railroad  to  fence  its  roads 
and  to  construct  proper  cattle  guards.*  A  statute  regulating  the  fenc- 
ing of  railroads  is  applicable  to  a  road  operating  at  the  time  of  its 
passage,  as  the  fact  that  its  charter  imposes  no  duty  to  fence  its  tracks 
and  erect  cattle  guards  does  not  prevent  the  legislature  from  subse- 
quently imposing  such  duty  on  it,  nor  does  such  action  impair  the 

1.  Mbmeapolis,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Beck-  4.  Missouri  Pac.  R.  Co.  v.  Homes, 

with,  129  U.  S.  26,  9  S.  Ct.  207,  32  116  U.  S.  512,  6  S.  Ct.  110,  29  U.  S. 

U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  585;  Yazoo,  etc.,  R.  Co.  (L.  ed.)  463;  Cairo,  etc.,  R.  Co. 

v.  Harrington,  85  Miss.  366,  37  So.  Peoples,  92  111.  97,  34  Am.  Rep.  112 


Notes:  62  A.  8.  R.  170;  31  L.R.A.  Co.,  68  Mo.  56,  30  Am.  Rep.  773; 

(N.S.)  861.  Humes  v.  Missouri  Pac.  R.  Co.,  82  Mo. 

See  also  Anixals,  vol.  1,  p.  1172,  221,  62  Am.  Rep.  369  and  note;  Jen- 

1173.   And  see  Oregon  R.,  etc.,  Co.  v.  sen  v.  South  Dakota  Cent.  R.  Co.,  25 

Smalley,  l.Wash.  206.  23  Pac.  1008,  S.  D.  506,  127  N.  W.  650,  Ann.  Cas. 

22  A.  S.  R.  143  and  note,  wherein  it  1912C  700,  35  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1016. 

was  held  that  in  the  absence  of  a  stat-  Notes:  62  A.  S.  R.  170;  8  L.R.A. 

nte  making  it  the  dnty  of  railroad  com-  135;  31  L.R.A.(N.S.)  862,  863. 

panies  to  fence  their  tracks,  a  statute  5.  Birmingfaam  Mineral  R.  Co.  t. 

mabdi^  such  companies  liable  for  live-  Parsons,  100  Ala.  662,  13  So.  602,  46 

stock  killed   by   tbem  on  unfenced  A.  S.  R.  92,  27  L.R.A.  263.    To  the 

tracks,  without  regard  to  their  negli-  contrary,  see  Owensboro,  etc,  R.  Co.  v. 

gence  or  the  possible  contribntory  neg-  Todd,  91  Ey.  175,  15  S.  W.  56,  U 

ligence  of  the  owner  of  the  stock,  is  L.R.A.  285  and  note, 

unconstitutional  as  imposing  a  penalty  Notes:  31  LJl.A.(N.S.)  8^;  3  Ann. 

without  a  wrong,  and  taking  property  Cas.  182. 

without  due  process  of  law.  6.  Minneapolis,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Em- 

2.  Bemardi  v.  Northern  Pae.  R.  Co.,  mons,  149  U.  S.  364,  13  S.  Ct.  870,  37 

18  Idaho  76,  108  Pae.  642,  27  LJIA.  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  769. 

(N.S.)  796.                -  Note8:8L.RA.135;9L.R.A.(N.S.) 

Note:  31  L.R.A.(N.S.)  862.  347;  31  L.RA.(N.S.>  SOL 


1016,  3  Ann.  Cas.  181  and  note. 


and  note;  Bamett  t.  Atlantic,  etc.,  R. 


3.  Note:  31  l4.RA.(N.S.)  863. 
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obligation  of  a  contract,'  and  when  the  charter  of  a  company  requires 
it  to  fence  its  track,  the  le^slature  may  impose  the  additional  duty  of 
erecting  cattle  guards.^  The  legislature  of  a  statute  is  also  competent 
to  require  one  particular  line  of  railway  running  through  a  certain 
locality  to  be  fenced,  while  other  railroads  in  that  portion  of  the  state 
are  left  exempt  from  such  burden.  Such  a  statute  does  not  deny  to 
such  a  road  the  equal  protection  of  the  laws,  since  the  legislature  will 
be  presumed  to  have  determined  that  the  conditions  affecting  it  are 
such  as  to  call  for  regulations  different  from  those  applying  to  other 
roads,  and  the  classification  cannot  therefore  be  said  to  be  arbitrary.' 
A  statute,  however,  which  attempts  to  impose  an  absolute  liability 
when  the  requirements  of  the  act  have  been  fully  complied  with  by 
the  company  and  no  negligence  exists,  is  invalid,^*  and  so  is  a  statute 
rendering  a  company  liable  for  cattle  killed,  at  a  valuation  to  be 
conclusively  fixed  by  appraisers,  such  a  statute  constituting  a  denial 
of  the  right  to  a  trial  by  jury.** 

26.  To  Whom  Statutes  Apply. — Where  a  statute  requires  a  rail- 
road company  to  fence  its  track,  a  lessee  of  the  road  is  bound  to  erect 
and  maintain  such  fence,*'  and  a  statute  requiring  a  certain  railroad 
company  to  fence  its  right  of  way  applies  also  to  a  corporation  that 
purchases  the  road,  since  the  law  is  aimed  at  the  line  of  railroad 
described,  and  not  at  the  particular  corporation  owning  it.**  A  rail- 
road company  which,  in  pursuance  of  a  contract  with  another  com- 
pany, is  allowed  to  run  its  train  over  the  track  of  the  latter,  is  liable, 
as  a  matter  of  public  policy,  for  injuries  to  stock  caused  by  its  train, 
though  resulting  solely  from  the  failure  of  the  company  owning  the 
track  to  fence  it  as  required  by  law.**   And  one  who  contracts  for 

7.  New  Albany,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Til-  Parsons,  100  Ala.  662,  13  So.  602,  46 
ton,  12  Ind.  3,  74  Am.  Dee.  195  and  A.  S.  R.  92,  27  L.R.A.  263. 

note;  Norris  v.  Androscoggin  R.  Co.,  Notes:  62  A.  S.  R.  170;  31  L.R.A. 

39  Me.  273,  63  Am.  Dec.  621;  Wilder  (N.S.)  864;  35  L.R.A.(N.SL)  1018. 

V.  Maine  Cent.  R.  Co.,  65  Me.  332,  20  11.  Graves  v.  Northern  Pae.  H.  Co., 

Am.  Rep.  698;  Winona,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  5  Mont  656,  6  Pae.  16,  61  Am.  Rep. 

Waldron,  11  Minn.  515,  88  Am.  Dec.  81. 

100  and  note;  Gorman  v.  Pacific  R.  Co.,  Note:  31  L.R.A.(N.S.)  867. 

26  Mo.  441,  72  Am.  Dec.  220;  Pennsyl-  12.  Martin  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co., 

vania  R.  Co.  v.  Riblet,  66  Pa.  St.  164,  81  Kan.  344,  105  Pac.  451,  27  L.R.A. 

5  Am.  Rep.  360;  Thorpe  v.  Rutland,  (N.S.)  164;  Tracy  v.  Troy,  etc.,  R. 

etc.,  R.  Co.,  27  Yt.  140,  62  Am.  Dec.  Co.,  38  N.  Y.  433,  98  Am.  Dee.  54 

625.  and  note. 

Notes:  46  A.  S.  R.  98;  31  URA.  Note:  43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  457. 

(N.S.)  861.  13.  Missouri,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  State,  92 

8.  Nelson  v.  Vermont,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  26  Ark.  1,  121  S.  W.  930,  135  A.  S.  R. 
Vt.  717,  62  Am.  Dec.  614.  164,  31  L.R.A.(N.S.)  861. 

9.  Missouri,  ete.,  R.  Co.  t.  State,  92  14.  Illinois  Cent.  R.  Co.  v.  Kanouse, 
Ark.  1,  121  S.  W.  930,  135  A.  S.  R.  39  lU.  272,  89  Am.  Dec.  307:  Tracy  v. 
164,  31  L.R.A.(N.S.)  861.  Troy,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  38  N.  Y.  433,  98  Am. 

10.  Birmingfaam  Mineral  R,  Co.  v.  Dec.  54  and  note. 
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the  construction  of  a  part  of  a  road  is  within  the  letter  and  spirit  of  a 
statute  requiring  every  railroad  corporation  formed  under  it  to  erect 
and  maintain  fences,  since  by  assuming  control  of  a  section  of  the 
road  he  assumes  also  the  liabUity  imposed  by  law  on  the  company.^* 
However,  the  owner  of  a  railroad  is  likewise  liable  for  injuries  result- 
ing from  a  failure  to  construct  and  maintain  a  fence  notwithstanding, 
the  road  is  being  operated  by  a  lessee  or  contractor,  or  although  the 
particular  injury  may  have  been  caused  by  the  train  of  another  com- 
pany allowed  to  run  its  trains  on  that  road.^*  And  a  statute  requir- 
ing fencing  applies  to  existing  railroads  as  well  as  to  those  which  may 
be  thereafter  constructed.*' 

27.  Contractual  Obligation  to  Fence. — railroad  company  may 
by  agreement  assume  the  obligation  to  fence  its  road,  and  such  an 
agreement  must  be  performed  in  a  reasonable  time,  if  no  time  is 
mentioned.*^  Moreover,  the  performance  after  action  commenced  of 
an  agreement  by  a  railroad  company  to  fence  its  road  through  the 
plaintiff's  land  in  adjustment  of  damages  for  the  right  of  way,  if 
such  performance  was  without  the  plaintiff's  consent,  does  not  affect 
hia  right  to  recover  damages  for  not  fencing  in  a  reasonable  time.^* 
An  agreement  by  a  railroad  company,  in  accepting  a  deed  conveying 
a  right  of  way,  to  fence  the  same,  is  a  covenant  running  with  the  land 
and  essentially  inhering  in  it,  and  sa<^  covenant  passes  with  the  title 
and  binds  the  grantee  of  the  original  covenantor.*'*  And  where  a 
strip  of  land  through  a  frrm  is  conveyed  by  the  owner  by  deed,  he 
covenanting  to  fence  the  track  through  his  land,  the  covenant  gives  to 
the  company  an  interest  in  the  nature  of  an  easement  in  the  grantor's 
adjoining  land,  and  runs  with  that  land,  and  is  absolute  and  does  not 
depend  on  whether  such  fences  are  necessary  or  expedient.* 

28.  Duty  to  Maintain  Cattle  Guards. — Some  of  the  fence  statutes 
require  railroad  companies  to  erect  and  maintain  cattle  guards  as 
pffft  of  the  system  of  protecting  the  track  from  trespassing  animals.* 

15.  Gardner  t.  Smith,  7  Mieh.  410,  Cush.  (Mass.)  230,  54  Am.  Dec.  753. 
74  Am.  Dec.  722.  2n.  Midland  R.  Co.  v.  Fisher,  125 

16.  Illinois  Cent.  R.  Co.  v.  Kanonse,  lud.  19,  24  N.  E.  756,  21  A.  S.  R.  189, 
39  111.  272,  89  Am.  Dec.  307;  Whitney  8  L.RA.  604;  Taylor  v.  New  Orleans 
V.  Atlantic,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  44  Me.  362,  69  Terminal  Co.,  126  La.  420,  52  So.  562, 
Am.  Dec.  103 ;  Nelson  v.  Vermont,  etc.,  139  A.  S.  R.  537.  See  also  supra,  par. 
R.  Co.,  26  Vt.  717,  62  Am.  Dec.  614.  14. 

Notes:  5  L.R.A.  737  ;  8  L.R.A.  135;  1.  Bronson  v.  Coffin,  108  Mass.  176, 
44  L.R.A.  755.  11  Am.  Rep.  335. 

17.  Note:  5  L.RA.  737.   See  also     Note:  54  Am.  Dee.  754. 

•apra,  par.  25.  2.  Birmingham  Mineral  R.  Co.  v. 

18.  Lawton  v.  Pitchbarg  R.  Co.,  8  Parsons,  100  Ala.  662,  13  So.  602,  46 
Cosh.  (Mass.)  230,  54  Am.  Dec  753  A.  S.  R.  92,  27  L.R.A.  263;  Jensen  v. 
and  note.  South  Dakota  Cent.  R.  Co.,  25  S.  D. 

Note:  8  L.R.A.  135.  506,  127  N.  W.  650,  Ann.  Caa.  19120 

19.  Lawton  v.  Fitchburg  R.  Co.,  8  700,35  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1015. 
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The  primary  object  of  such  a  statute  is  the  protection  of  crops  from 
the  depredations  of  cattle,  and  a  guard  must  be  sufficient  for  that 
purpose.'  Care  must  be  exercised  to  avoid  maintaining  defective 
cattle  guards,  and  knowledge  that  many  of  the  cattle  guards  are 
defective  puts  the  company  on  notice  as  to  their  construction  gen- 
erally.* It  has  b^en  held  that  under  such  a  statute  a  railroad  company 
is  not  ordinarily  required  to  keep  cattle  guards  free  from  snow,  as  it 
would  be  impracticable  to  do  so  where  they  are  very  numerous  and, 
under  some  climatic  conditions,  except  at  a  very  great  expense."  The 
prevailing  rule,  however,  seems  to  be  that  it  is  the  duty  of  a  railroad 
company  to  use  ordinary  care  and  diligence  to*  keep  cattle  guards 
free  from  snow  so  that  live  stock  will  be  unable  to  cross  them,*  and 
that  evidence  that  during  the  winter  and  after  an  accident  cattie 
guards  were  filled  with  snow  which  the  railroad  company  made  no 
attempt  to  remove  is  admissible  as  tending  to  show  a  failure  to  exercise 
any  diligence  or  degree  of  care  in  respect  to  the  removal  of  snow  from 
such  cattle  guards.' 

29.  Duty  to  Repair  Fence. — A  statute  requiring  a  railroad  com- 
pany to  erect  a  sufficient  fence  also  imposes  on  it  the  duty  to  keep  the 
fence  and  stock  guards  in  repair.*  The  courts,  however,  have  held 
£jmost  uniformly  that  a  railroad  company,  having  complied  with  the 
absolute  duty  imposed  by  a  statute  to  fence  its  tracks  with  good  and 
substantial  fences,  is  bound  only  to  exercise  reasonable  diligence  and 
due  care  in  discovering  defects  in  its  fences  and  in  repairing  them. 
While  a  railroad  company  must  keep  a  fence  in  repair,  it  does  not 
become  the  absolute  insurer  of  the  fence,*  and  this  is  so  though  the 
letter  of  the  statute  imposes  an  absolute  duty.***  Where  a  company 
has  exercised  reasonable  care  and  vigilance  to  see  that  its  fence  is  duly 
kept  up,  and  the  fence  is  thrown  down  and  left  so  by  third  persons 
without  the  authority  or  knowledge  of  the  company,  or  is  destroyed 
by  the  act  of  God,  whereby  animals  stray  upon  the  track  and  are 
killed  before  the  company  has  notice,  the  latter  is  without  fault^^ 

Note:  43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  461.  7.  Grahlman  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co., 

See  also  Animals,  vol.  1,  p.  U71  et  78  la,  564,  43  N.  W.  529,  5  L.R.A.  813. 

seq.  8.  Missouri,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  State,  92 

3.  Yazoo,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Harrington,  Ark.  1,  121  S.  W.  930,  135  A.  S.  R. 
35  Miss.  366,  37  So.  1016,  3  Ann.  Cas.  164,  31  L.R.A.(N.S.)  861. 

181.  Note:  8  L.RA.  135. 

4.  Note:  21  A.  S.  R.  289.  See  also  Anihals,  vol.  1,  pp.  1180, 
6.  Blais  V.  Minneapolis,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  1181. 

34  Minn.  67,  24  N.  W,  658,  67  Am.  9.  Notes:  11  L.R.A.  427;  11  L.R.A. 

Rep.  36.  (N.S.)  228;  11  Ann.  Cas.  430.  See 

Note :  5  L.R.A.  813.  also  Animals,  vol.  1,  p.  1181. 

6.  Grahlman  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  10.  Coe  v.  Northern  Pac.  R.  Co.,  101 

78  la.  564,  43  N.  W.  529,  5  L.R.A.  813;  Minn.  12,  111  N.  W.  651, 11  Ann.  Caa. 

Dunnigan  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  18  429,  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  228  and  note. 

Wis.  28,  86  Am.  Dec.  741.  11.  Jacksonville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Har- 

Notes:  49  Am.  Dec.  269  ;  21  A.  S.  R.  ris,  33  Fla.  217,  14  So.  726,  39  A.  S. 

289.  R.  127  and  note;  Brown  t.  MilwankeBh 
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It  is  not  bound  to  do  impossible  things,  nor  is  it  required  to  keep  a 
constant  patrol  night  and  day  to  discover  and  repair  defects  in  its 
fences.^*  It  must  have  knowledge,  either  actual  or  implied,  that  a 
fence  is  out  of  repair,  and  a  reasonable  time  thereafter  to  put  it  in 
condition.^'  But  after  a  portion  of  its  fence  has  been  down  for 
several  days,  a  company  is  presumed  to  have  had  notice  thereof,** 
and  certainly  evidence  that  the  condition  of  a  fence  was  defective  two 
months  before  injuries  were  occasioned  by  its  being  out  of  repair,  is 
admissible  to  show  that  the  condition  was  or  ought  to  have  been 
known  to  the  company.^*  And  the  fact  that  plaintiff,  in  an  action 
against  a  railroad  company  for  injuries  to  his  horse  occasioned  by  its 
fence  being  out  of  repair,  originally  built  the  fence  for  it  in  sua  imper- 
fect manner  does  not  excuse  it  from  liability."  Where  a  railroad 
company  is  not  required  to  fence  its  tracks,  but  does  in  fact  fence  its 
right  of  way,  this  does  not  carry  with  it  any  attendant  liability  to  keep 
the  fence  in  repair.*' . 

30.  Duty  to  Keep  Railroad  Gates  Closed. — The  question  whether 
the  duty  to  keep  gates  or  bars  closed  and  gate  fastenings  secure 
in  the  right  of  way  fences  of  railways  rests  on  the  company  or  the 
adjacent  owner  for  whose  accommodation  the  gates  or  bars  are  put 
in  has  given  rise  to  two  directly  contrary  rules,  both  of  which  are 
well  supported  by  authority.  The  difference  of  opinion  appears  to 
grow  out  of  the  fact  that  the  one  class  of  cases  regards  the  statute  as 
directly  imposing  the  duty  on  the  railroad  companies;  while  the 
other  class  adopts  the  theory  ^at,  as  gates  are  made  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  adjacent  owner,  an  exception  to  the  rule  with  relation  to 
fencing  is  created,  and  that  the  duty  to  keep  them  closed,  as  well  as 
the  responsibility  for  failure  to  do  so,  rests  on  him.*'  A  railroad 
company  is  liable  for  its  servant's  negligence  in  leaving  bars  down, 
and  it  has  been  held  so,  though  tbe  servant  was  employed  as  a  day 
laborer,  and  his  act  was  done  in  the  nighttime,  and  not  in  the  bufd- 
ness  of  the  company.**   And  likewise  it  has  been  held  that  when 


etc.,  Ry.  Co.,  21  Wis.  39,  91  Am.  Dec 
456,  overruled  on  another  point  by 
Ciiny  V.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  43  Wis. 
665;  Antisdale  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co., 
26  Wis.  145,  7  Am.  Rep.  44. 

Notes:  8  L.RA..  135;  11  Ann.  Cas. 
431. 

12.  Illinois  Cent  R.  Co.  Dicker- 
son,  27  lU.  65,  79  Am.  Dee.  394  and 
note. 

Note:  11  Ann.  Cas.  431. 

13.  Notes:  49  Am.  Dee.  269;  7  Am. 
Rep.  47;  8  L.R.A.  135. 

14.  Norris  v.  Androscof^n  R.  Co., 
39  Me.  273,  63  Am.  Dee.  621. 

Notes:  39  A.  S.  R.  138;  8  LJIA. 
138. 


15.  Brown  v.  Milwanlue,  ete.,  Ry. 
Co.,  21  Wis.  39,  91  Am.  Dec  456. 

Notes:  81  Am.  Dec  227  ;  39  A.  S. 
R.  138. 

16.  Norris  ▼.  Androsci^gin  B.  Co., 
39  Me.  273,  63  Am.  Dec.  621. 

17.  Note:  11  Ann.  Cas.  431. 

18.  Notes:  8  L.RA.  136;  11  L.RA.. 
427  ;  49  UUL  625. 

19.  Swanson  v.  ChiesM,  etc,  R  Co., 
79  Minn.  398,  82  N.  W.  670, 49  US.A. 
625  and  note. 

Notes:  8  L.R.A.  139;  49  L.R.A.  627. 

20.  Chapman  v.  New  Toik  Cent.  R. 
Co.,  33  N.  Y.  369,  88  Am.  Dec.  392. 

Notes:  49  Am.  Dec  269;  89  A.  & 
R.  138. 
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peisons,  hauling  and  supplying  a  company  with  wood  under  contract} 
use  a  gap  with  bars  with  the  knowledge  of  the  company,  and  leav« 

down  the  bars,  the  company  is  responsible.^  It  ia,  of  course,  the  duty 
of  a  landowner  to  see  that  a  gate  is  closed  when  he  is  through  using 
it.  And  if  some  third  person  has  left  bars  down  or  a  gate  open  with- 
out fault  on  the  part  of  the  company,  such  person  is  liable  and  not 
the  company,*  if  the  company  ia  not  chargeable  with  notice  or  knowl- 
edge of  the  fact  that  they  are  down  or  open.  When  knowledge  of 
the  fact  that  a  gate  is  open  comes  to  the  railroad  company,  or  when 
by  the  use  of  ordinary  care  and  diligence  such  knowledge  should  have 
come  to  the  company,  it  becomes  its  duty  to  close  the  gate.'  This 
duty  on  the  part  of  a  railroad  company  to  keep  gates  closed  exists 
with  reference  to  stock  belonging  to  the  adjacent  owner  and  to  stock 
properly  on  the  adjacent  owner's  land,  as  that  of  a  tenant  or  licensee. 
A  conflict  of  authority  arises,  however,  with  respect  to  the  stock  of 
third  persons,  some  authorities  holding  that  there  is  no  duty  on  the 
part  of  the  company  to  keep  gates  closed  with  reference  to  trespassing 
stock,  while,  under  the  rule  that  the  duty  to  keep  gates  closed  rests 
with  the  company,  it  is  considered  by  other  authorities  as  much  its 
duty  to  third  persons  to  keep  the  ga^  closed  as  it  is.  to  erect  them. 
But  ordinary  and  reasonable  care  is  all  that  is  required  of  a  railroad 
company,  and  the  mere  fact  that  k  gate  is  found  open  does  not  impute 
negligence  to  it,  the  burden  of  proof  being  on  the  plaintiff  to  estab- 
lish negligence  on  the  part  of  the  company.* 


51.  Places  to  Which  Fencing  Statutes  Not  Generally  Applicable.— 

A  statute  which  requires  railroad  companies  to  construct  and  main- 
tain fences,  or  which  imposes  a  liability  on  them  for  injuries  done 
to  animals  unless  the  right  of  way  is  fenced,  does  not  apply  to  such 
places  as  the  public  necessity  or  convenience  requires  should  be  left 
unfenced,  such  as  the  streets  of  a  city,  town  or  village,'  crossings  of 


1.  Jacksonville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Har-  (N.S.)  796;  Blanford  v.  Minneapolis, 
ris,  33  Fla.  217,  14  So.  726,  39  A.  S.  etc.,  Ry.  Co.,  71  la.  310,  32  N.  W.  357, 
R.  127.  60  Am.  Rep.  795;  Rippe  v.  Chicago, 

Note:  49  Am.  Dec.  269.  etc.,  Ry.  Co.,  42  Minn.  34,  43  N.  W. 

2.  Great  Western  R.  Co.  v.  Helm,  27  652,  5  L.R.A.  864;  Marengo  v.  Great 
IIL  198,  81  Am.  Dec.  226;  Russell  v.  Northern  Ry.  Co.,  84  Minn.  397,  87 
Honley,  20  la.  219,  89  Am.  Dec  635  N.  W.  1117,  87  A.  S.  R.  369;  Inter- 
and  note.  national,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Danham,  68 

3.  Notes:  49  Am.  Dee.  269  ;  49  Tex.  231,  4  S.  W.  472,  2  A.  S.  R.  484 
L.R.A.  6^.  and  note. 

4.  Note:  49  L.RA.  625.  Notes:  50  A.  S.  R.  234;  8  L.R.A. 

5.  Bernardi  v.  Northern  Pae.  R.  Co.,  135;  11  L.R.A.  427  ;  27  LJIJI.(N.S.) 
IB  Idaho  76,  108  Pae.  642,  27  LiLA.  796. 
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public  highways,*  and  stations  and  depot  grounds,'  and  this  is  so 
though  the  statute  contains  no  such  express  exceptions.  Consequently 
a  screen  or  fence  at  a  railway  station  to  prevent  horses  from  being 
frightened  by  trains  is  not  required,  where  it  would  be  a  great  incon- 
venience to  both  the  public  and  the  company.®  Negligence  cannot 
be  predicated  of  the  failure  of  a  railroad  to  fence  its  tracks  at  such 
places,*  and  in  the  absence  of  negligence  the  company  is  not  liable 
for  stock  killed  on  its  tracks  located  there.*"  A  railroad  cannot  be 
required  or  even  permitted  to  build  fences  across  legally  laid-out  high- 
ways, even  if  such  highways  Are  unopened  and  untraveled,  nor  at  the 
crossings  of  streets  which  have  been  dedicated  to  the  public,  although 
they  are  not  actually  in  use  as  such;  and  where  a  railroad  is  laid 
along  a  public  street,  and  such  street  has  not  been  vacated  by  the 
public,  the  company  is  not  required  or  entitled  to  fence  its  track. 
Such  a  statute,  however,  is  applicable  within  the  limits  of  cities,  towns, 
and  villages,  where  such  fences  will  not  obstruct  streets,  highways,  or 
public  grounds,'*  as  where  the  corporation  limits  embrace  portions 
of  the  adjacent  country  not  actually  laid  out  as  a  town,  or  so  laid 
out  that  no  sheets  cross  the  railroad.  In  such  cases  the  obligation  to 
fence  is  as  imperative  as  outside  the  corporation  limits,'*  and  the  fact 
that  a  fence  along  its  track  in  a  city  or  village  might  inconvenience 
a  company  will  not  excuse  it  from  complying  with  the  positive  require- 
ment of  the  statute.'*  Nor  is  a  railroad  company  relieved  from  the 
duty  of  maJdng  cattle  guards  at  road  crossings  by  the  fact  that  the 

6.  Tonawanda  R.  Co.  Munger,  5  8.  Tl&gg  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  Ry.  Co., 
Denio  (N.  Y.)  255,  49  Am.  Dec  239  ;  96  Mich.  30^55  N.  W.  444,  21  L.RA. 
Ikteznational,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Dunham,  835. 

68  Tez.  231,  4  8.  W.  472,  2  A.  S.  R.  9.  Cbicngo,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Campbell, 

484.  34  Colo.  380,  83  Pac.  138,  7  Ann.  Cas. 

Notes:  50  A.  8.  R.  234  ;  27  Lit  A..  987. 

(N.S.)  796.  10.  Stewart  v.  Pennsylvania  Co.,  2 

See  also  Anijcals,  vol.  1,  pp.  1182,  Ind.  App.  142,  28  N.  E.  211,  50  A.  8. 

1184.  R.  231  and  note;  Moaes  v.  Southern 

7.  Stewart  v.  Pennsylvania  Co.,  2  Pae.  R.  Co.,  18  Ore.  385,  23  Pac.  498, 
Ind,  App.  142,  28  N.  E.  211,  50  A.  S.  8  L.R.A.  135;  Wilmot  v.  Oregon,  K. 
R.  231  and  note;  Wilmot  v.  Oregon  etc.,  Co.,  48  Ore.  494,  87  Pae.  528,  120 
R.,  etc,  Co.,  48  Ore.  494,  87  Pac  628,  A.  S.  R.  840, 11  Ann.  Cas.  18,  7  L.R.A. 
120  A.  S.  R.  840,  11  Ann.  Cas.  18,  7  (N.S.)  202;  International,  etc.,  R.  Co. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  202;  Intematioiml,  etc.,  v.  Dunham,  68  Tez.  231,  4  S.  W.  472, 
R.  Co.  v.  Dunham,  68  Tex.  231,  4  8.  2  A.  S.  R.  484. 

W.  472,  2  A.  S.  R.  484;  Miller  v.  Note:  21  A.  S.  R.  289. 

Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  18  Wyo.  209, 105  11.  Marengo  v.  Great  Northern  Ry. 

Pae.  908,  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  626.  Co.,  84  Minn.  397,  87  N.  W.  1117,  87 

Notes:  53  Am.  Rep.  19;  5  L.R.A.  A.  S.  R.  369. 

737  ;  8  L.R.A.  139;  11  L.R.A.  427  ;  7  12.  Note:  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  796. 

L.RA..(N.S.)  202  ;  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  13.  Bemardi  v.  Northern  Pac.  R. 

796.  Co.,  18  Idaho  76,  108  Pac.  542,  27 

See  also  Akouls,  vol.  1,  pp.  1182,  L.RA.(N.S.)  796. 

1183.  14.  Note:  27  L.RA.(N.S.)  70S. 
R.  C.  L.  Vol.  XL— 57.  897 
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crossing  is  near  a  depot  or  in  the  company's  yard  and  it  would  b« 
inconvenient  to  do  so.^*  Under  a  statute  construed  as  a  police  regu- 
lation for  the  safety  of  the  public,  it  has  been  held  that  the  fact  diat 

a  railroad  runs  along  the  side  of  a  public  highway  would  seem  to 
require  peculiar  care  on  the  part  of  a  company  in  complying  with 
the  law ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  under  a  statute  requiring  a  right 
of  way  to  be  fenced  where  it  goes  through  inclosed  or  improved  land, 
it  has  been  held  that  a  fence  is  not  required  where  the  road  runs 
through  a  narrow  canyon  with  a  public  road  occupying  almost  the 
entire  space  between  the  track  and  the  foot  of  a  precipitous  mountain 
on  one  side,  and  residences  and  stores  occupying  almost  the  entire 
space  between  the  track  and  the  foot  of  a  precipitous  mountain  on  the 
other  side,  and  there  are  no  inclosed  or  cultivated  lands  near.*'  A 
railroad  running  nearly  parallel  to  anotJier,  a  narrow  strip  of  land 
only  intervening  between  the  two  tracks,  need  not  maintain  a  fence 
between  the  two.**  •  Some  statutes  require  railroad  companies  to  fence 
when  the  right  of  way  passes  through  or  abuts  on  private  property, 
and  a  homestead  entry  after  it  is  entered  is  private  property  within 
the  meaning  of  such  a  statute.** 

32.  Inclosed  and  Improved  Lands. — Some  statutes  or  charter  pro- 
visions require  a  railroad  company  to  erect  and  maintain  sufHcient 
fences  on  each  side  of  its  right  of  way,  where  this  passes  through 
inclosed  and  improved  lands,  and  when  this  duty  is  imposed  the 
company  is  liable  for  injuries  occasioned  by  a  failure  to  comply  there- 
with,*" but  where  its  line  runs  through  common,  vacant  or  uninclosed 
lands  a  company  is  not  negligent  in  not  fencing  it.*  Inclosed  lands 
within  the  meaning  of  ^uch  a  statute  are  those  surrounded  by  a  fence, 
hedge,  ditch,  wall,  or  any  line  of  obstacle  interposed  so  as  to  part  off 

15.  Greeley  v.  St.  Paul,  etc.,  Ry.  Co.,  tic,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  44  Me.  362,  69  Am. 
33  Minn.  136,  22  N.  W.  179,  53  Am.  Dec.  103. 

Rep.  16;  Tracy  v.  Troy,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  Note:  8  L.R.A.  135. 

38  N.  Y.  433,  98  Am.  Dec.  54.  The  burden  of  proving  an  avennent 

16.  Indiana,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  v.  Gaard,  that  there  was  no  contract  on  the  part 
24  Ind.  222,  87  Am.  Dec.  327  and  note,  of  the  plaintiff  to  fence  the  track  is 

17.  Bemardi  v.  Northern  Pac.  R.  not  on  the  plaintiff,  but  the  defoidant 
Co.,  18  Idaho  76,  108  Pac.  542,  27  must  disprove  it,  in  an  action  against 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  796,  a  railroad  company  for  killing  an  ani- 

18.  Gallagher  v.  New  Yoi^,  etc.,  R.  mal  on  its  track,  brought  under  a  stat-. 
Co.,  57  Conn.  442,  18  Pac  786,  6  ute  which  requires  the  company  to 
L.R.A.  737.  fence  its  road  where  it  runs  throng 

Notes:  21  A.  8.  B.  289  ;  8  L.RA.  inclosed  lands,  except  where  the  oom- 

135.  pany  has  a  contract  with  the  proprie- 

19.  Johnson  v.  Or^n  Short  Line  R.  tor  of  the  lands  that  he  shall  fence  the 
Co.,  7  Idaho  355,  63  Pac  112,  53  road.  Great  Western  R.  Co.  t.  Ba- 
L.RA.  744.  con,  30  111.  347,  83  Am.  Dec  199. 

20.  Bemardi  t.  Northern  Pac.  R.  1.  Perkins  v.  Eastern  B.  Co.,  29 
Co.,  18  Idaho  76,  108  Pac  542,  27  307, 50  Am.  Dec  589. 
Ii.B.A(N.8.)  796;  Whitney  t.  Atlan- 
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and  shut  in  the  land  and  set  it  ofif  as  private  property,  and  the  inclosure 
of  lands  leased  by  a  lessee  from  different  parties  is  sufficient  to  make 
them  inclosed  lands  while  in  his  possession.  But  the  inclosure  of 
lands  need  not  be  by  continuous  and  lawful  fence  at  all  times  sufficient 
to  prevent  stock  passing  through  it,  to  constitute  them  inclosed  lands.' 

33.  What  Are  Depot  or  Station  Grounds. — ^The  determination  of 
the  question  as  to  what  constitutes  depot  or  station  grounds  which  may 
be  left  unfenced  under  a  statute  requiring  a  railroad  to  fence  its  tracks 
depends  largely  on  the  peculiar  facts  and  circumstances  of  each  case, 
and  for  this  reason  it  is  difficult  to  frame  a  rule  tiiat  will  cover  every 
location  falling  within  the  broad  and  comprehensive  term  of  depot  or 
station  grounds.  But  while  it  is  difficult  to  frame  a  definition  of 
depot  or  station  grounds,  there  are  certain  elements  recognized  which 
have  to  be  taken  into  consideration  in  deta*mining  the  question.  An 
important  element  is  that  of  the  convenience  or  necessity  of  the 
public,  and  it  may  be  stated  as  a  general  rule  that  depot  or  station 
grounds  include  such  territory  surrounding  a  depot  or  station  as  may 
be  required  to  satisfy  the  reasonable  convenience  and  necessity  of  the 
public  while  engaged  in  transacting  business  with  the  railroad  com- 
pany, and  which  is  actually  used  for  such,  purpose.*  The  safety  of  the 
employees  must  also  be  taken  into  consideration  in  determining  what 
space  should  be  left  open  for  depot  grounds^  The  mere  convenience 
of  the  railroad  company  has  little  to  do  with  determining  the  ques- 
tion, as  the  public  convenience  or  necessity  is  generally  considered 
the  limit  of  the  exception  and  must  determine  the  extent  thereof.' 
Such  grounds  include  the  sidings  or  switches  where  freight  is  custom- 
arily received  and  discharged  and  where  the  public  usually  go  in  the 
transaction  of  business  with  the  company,'  and  while  in  some  cases 
it  has  been  held  that  switching  facilities  should  not  be  considered  in 
determining  the  extent  of  depot  or  station  grounds,  in  others  it  has 
been  said  that  such  grounds  may  include  so  much  of  the  main  track 
and  right  of  way  beyond  the  switch  limits  as  is  reasonably  necessary 
for  an  ordinary  train  to  run  over  in  order  to  take  the  switch,  as  the 
company  should  not  be  required  to  build  wing  fences  and  cattle 
guards  so  near  to  a  switch  as  to  endanger  the  lives  of  the  employees 
in  operating  trains.'  Railroad  companies  have  a  discretion  within 
reasonable  limits  to  determine  the  boundaries  of  their  station  grounds, 
but  the  determination  of  the  necessity  for  such  grounds  must  not 
be  made  arbitrarily,  and  the  reasonableness  of  the  discretion  as  exer- 

2.  Kimball  v.  Carter,  95  Va.  77,  27  20;  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  628. 

S.  E.  823,  38  L.R.A.  570.  4.  Notes:  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  203;  11 

3.  Wilmot  V.  Oregon  R.,  etc.,  Co.,  Ann.  Caa.  21 ;  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  628. 
48  Ore.  494,  87  Pac.  528,  120  A.  S.  R.      5.  Note:  11  Ann.  Cas.  21. 

840,  11  Ann.  Cas.  18,  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  6.  Notes:  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  209;  U 
202  and  note.  Ann.  Cas.  22. 

Notes:  5  L.R.A.  737;  11  Ann.  Cas.      7.  Note:  11  Ann.  Cas.  22. 
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c'ised  by  the  railroad  company  is  subject  to  review  by  the  courts.' 
The  foregoing  rule  contemplates  the  present  actual  use  of  the  par- 
ticular ground,  and  this  is  the  doctrine  generally  prevailing,  although 
it  has  been  stated  that  the  courts  will  take  into  consideration  the 
reasonable  future  needs  of  the  company  and  the  public  in  deter- 
mining the  extent  of  depot  grounds.*  With  respect  to  way  and  flag 
stations,  some  cases  hold  that  although  no  depot  building  is  main- 
tained at  a  flag  station,  where  passengei's  and  freight  are  received  and 
discharged,  the  station  grounds  in  such  case  include  suflicient  ter- 
ritory for  the  transaction  of  business  with  reasonable  convenience.*" 
It  would  seem  clear,  however,  that  places  along  its  line  at  which  a 
company  takes  on  and  lets  oS  passengers  and  loads  logs  as  its  con- 
venience dictates  cannot  be  deemed  station  or  depot  grounds.**  The 
burden  of  proving  the  necessity  of  leaving  tracks  unfenced  at  depot 
grounds  is  on  the  railroad  company.** 

34.  Who  Determines  Space  Needed  for  Depot  Grounds. — Whether 
it  is  the  duty  of  a  railway  company  to  fence  its  right  of  way  at  its 
depot  grounds  is  a  question  of  law  for  the  court.*'  But  as  the  space 
needed  for  depot  purposes  depends  on  the  facts  in  each  particular  case, 
it  is  the  almost  unanimous  conclusion  of  the  courts  that  the  question 
of  the  proper  extent  of  the  depot  grounds  is  one  of  fact,  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  jury  or  by  the  court  sitting  as  a  jury,**  though  where 
the  facts  are  undisputed  and  clearly  show  that  a  certain  place  on  a 
railroad  is  within  the  grounds  of  a  station  or  depot,  the  question 
whether  such  place  is  a  part  of  the  station  or  depot  grounds  should 
not  be  submitted  to  the  jury.*^  The  definite  allobnent  by  a  railroad 

8.  Wilmot  v.  Oregon  R.,  etc.,  Co.,  Notes:  5  L.B.A.  737;  11  Ann.  Gas. 
48  Ore.  494,  87  Pac.  528, 120  A.  S.  R.  22;  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  629. 

840,  11  Ann.  Cas.  18,  7  LJtJL.(N.S.)  10.  Notes:  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  207;  11 

202  and  note.  Ann.  Cas.  21. 

Notes:  21  A.  S.  R.  289;  11  Ann.  Cas.  11.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  628. 

21;  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  628.  12.  International,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v. 

In  Rabidon  t.  Chicago,  etc,  Ry.  Co.,  Dnnham,  68  Tex.  231,  4  S.  W.  472,  2 

115  Mich.  390, 73  N.  W.  386,  39  LJtt.A.  A.  S.  R.  484. 

405,  it  was  said  that  when  gronnds  are  Note:  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  216. 

appropriated  and  set  apart  by  the  com-  13.  Wilmot  v.  Oregon  R.  Co.,  48 

panv  it  wonid  neither  be  safe  nor  wise  Ore.  494,  87  Pac.  528,  120  A.  S.  R. 

to  allow  thdr  limits  to  be  curtailed  or  840,  11  Ann.  Cas.  18,  7  L.RJk..(K.S.) 

extended  by  a  jury  in  a  proceeding  in  202. 

which  they  collat^^lly  come  in  ques-  14.  Wilmot  t.  Or^^on  R.  Co.,  48 

tion,  and  that  the  opinion  of  a  witness  Ore.  494,  87  Pae.  528,  120  A.  S.  R. 

is  of  no  value  on  Uie  question  whether  840, 11  Ann.  Cas.  18  and  note,  7  L.R.A. 

or  not  a  particular  place  at  which  there  {N.S.)  202  and  note;  Schwind  v.  Ghi- 

is  a  switch  to  which  the  switch  engine  cago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  140  Wis.  1,  121  N. 

frequently  runs  is  within  the  depot  W.  639, 133  A.  8.  R.  1055. 

grounds  or  yard  limits.  16.  Notes:  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  213;  11 

9.  Rahidon  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  Ann.  Cas.  22;  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  628. 
115  Mich.  390, 73  N.  W.  386, 39  L.RJL 

405. 
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company  of  land  around  a  station  as  station  grounds  has  considerable 
weight  in  settling  the  question  as  to  their  extent,  and  if  the  allotment 
is  reasonable,  considering  the  present  needs  of  the  company  and  t^te 
public,  or,  to  some  extent,  the  future  needs  of  the  road,  it  is  practically 
conclusive  of  the  question,  though,  as  has  been  said,  the  ultimate 
determination  is  for  a  judicial  tribunal.** 

35.  Effect  of  Agreement  of  Adjacent  Owner. — ^An  adjacent  o*wner 
having  agreed  with  a  railroad  company  to  erect  and  maintain  the 
fence  required  of  the  latter  by  law  cannot  recover  for  injuries  to  his 
cattle  entering  on  the  track  through  defects  therein,  unless  such 
injury  resulted  from  wilful,  wanton  or  gross  negligence  on  the  part 
of  the  company.  Nor  can  he  recover  though  the  defect  is  not  due 
to  any  want  of  care  on  his  part;  neither  can  a  tenant  of  such  owner 
recover  where  he  enters  with  knowledge  of  the  agreement  and  himself 
repairs  the  fence.  The  same  principle  obtains  where  a  company 
omits  to  erect  the  fence,  bars,  or  cattle  guards  required  by  statute  with 
the  assent  or  agreement  of  the  owner  of  animals  injured.  But  the 
existence  of  such  an  agreement  is  no  defense  in  an  action  by  a  third 
person  for  injuries  to  his  cattle  by  reason  of  the  absence  of  or  defects 
in  a  fence.^' 


36.  Injury  to  Stock  When  No  Fence  Required  by  Statute.— Under 

the  general  rule  that  a  railroad  company  has  the  same  right,  at  com- 
mon law,  to  the  exclusive  possession  of  its  track  that  any  other  owner 
has  to  his  land,  and  is  under  no  greater  obligation  to  fence  it,  it  is 
generally  held,  in  the  absence  of  any  statute  or  agreement  binding 
the  company  to  fence  its  road,  that  it  is  liable  for  injuries  to  stock 
straying  there  only  to  the  same  extent  that  any  other  owner  of  land 
would  be  liable.**  Hence,  in  those  states  in  which  the  common  law 
rule  requiring  the  owner  of  stock  to  keep  it  from  straying,  at  his 
peril,  is  recognized,  it  is  generally  held,  when  there  is  no  statute  pre- 
scribing a  different  liability,  that  a  railroad  company  is  not  liable  for 
injuries  to  cattle  trespassing  on  its  track,  unless  such  injuries  are 
due  to  wanton  or  wilful  misconduct,  or  to  such  gross  negligence  as  to 
amount  to  wantonness  or  wilfulness.**   A  milder  and  the  prevailing 

16.  Note:  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  214.   See      19.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Linder, 


18.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Fergu-  370.  89  Am.  Dec.  467  and  note, 
son,  67  Ark.  16,  20  S.  W.  545,  38  A.      Notes:  49  Am.  Dec.  262;  58  Am.  Dec 


Notes:  49  Am.  Dec.  261;  85  Am.      See  also  Ahiicals,  vol.  1,  p.  1169. 
Dec.  412;  22  A.  S.  R.  148. 
See  also  Ahiuals,  vol.  1,  p.  1169 


To  Prevent  Injwry  to  AnitnaU 


also  Bupra,  par.  33. 

17.  Note :  49  Am.  Dec.  270. 


39  111.  433,  89  Am.  Dec.  319;  Indianap- 
olis, etc.,  R.  Co.  V.  McCIure,  26  Ind. 


S.  R.  217, 18  L.R.A.  110. 


653;  38  A.  S.  R.  222. 


et  seq. 
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doctrine  in  those  states  in  which  the  common  law  rule  as  to  the  duty 
of  an  owner  of  animals  to  keep  them  shut  up  is  not  in  force,  is  that  a 
railroad  company  is  bound  to  ordinary  care,  skill,  and  diligence  in  the 
management  of  its  trains,  to  prevent  injury  to  stock  on  its  uninclosed 
trackj  whether  the  stock  is  rightfully  there  or  not,  and  is  littble  for 
damages  resulting  from  its  want  of  such  care,  skill  and  diligence,  and  ' 
for  nothing  more  unless  it  is  required  by  law  or  conlaract  to  fence  its 
track.'**  Under  either  doctrine,  however,  the  injury  must  result  from 
the  railroad  company's  negligence  to  render  it  liable,  and  if  it  was 
purely  accidental  there  can  be  no  recovery.*  And  so,  it  has  been 
held,  if  the  injury  was  not  preventable  by  ordinary  .care,  there  is  no 
liability  although  ordinary  care  was  not  used.* 

37.  Effect  of  Statutes  Generally. — As  has  been  stated  above,  stat- 
utes have  been  passed  in  most  jurisdictions  requiring  railroad  com- 
panics  to  fence  their  tracks.*  Whether  or  not  such  statutes  provide 
in  terms  for  the  recovery  of  damages  for  neglecting  to  erect  and  main- 
tain fences,  their  genersd  effect  is  to  make  railroad  companies  liable 
for  injuries  to  cattle  entering  on  the  track  where  so  unfenced,  without 
regard  to  any  question  of  negligence  or  the  degree  of  care  used  in 
the  management  of  the  train,  or  to  the  fact  that  the  catUe  are  tres- 
passers,* save  where  there  is  some  exception  by  implication  based  on 

20.  Isbell  V.  New  York,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  v.  Androscoggin  R.  Co.,  39  Me.  273,  63 

27  Conn.  393,  71  Am.  Dec.  78;  Vieks-  Am.  Dec.  621;  Tracy  v.  Troy,  etc.,  R. 

burgb,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Patton,  31  Miss.  Co.,  38  N.  Y.  433,  98  Am.  Dee.  54  and 

156,  66  Am.  Dec.  552  and  note.  note;  Meeker  v.  Northern  Pac.  R.  Co., 

Notes:  89  Am.  Dee.  640;  12  LJCjL  21  Ore.  513,  28  Pac.  639,  28  A.  S.  R. 

180.  758, 14  L.RA.  841;  Schwind  v.  Chica- 

See  also  AmuAia,  vol.  1,  pp.  1169,  go,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  140  Wis.  1, 121  N.  W. 

1170.  639, 133  A.  S.  R.  l055. 

However,  while  a  railroad  company  Notes:  49  Am.  Dec.  268  ;  22  A.  S.  R. 
is  under  no  greater  obligation  to  fence  148;  38  A.  S.  R.  222  ;  39  A.  S.  R.  138; 
its  road  than  is  any  other  proprietor  of  56  A.  S.  R.  458;  5  L.R.A.  737;  8 
land,  it  has  been  held  that  if  the  road  L.RA.  135;  9  L.R.A.(N.S.)  348. 
is  not  fenced,  that  fact  should  be  con-  See  also  Animals,  vol.  1,  p.  1171. 
sidered  in  estimating  the  degree  of  care  But  if  a  statute  imposes  on  a  rail- 
to  be  exercised  by  the  company.  Gor-  way  corporation  the  duty  of  fencing 
man  t.  Pacific  R.  Co.,  26  Mo.  441,  72  its  track,  and  declares  that  until  this 
Am.  Dec.  220.  duty  is  performed  it  shall  be  liable 

1.  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Milton,  for-  all  injuries  to  animals  occasioned 
14  B.  Men.  (Ky.)  75,  58  Am.  Dec.  647  by  the  want  of  such  fence,  and  ani- 
and  note;  Kerwhaoker  v.  Cleveland,  mals  enter  on  the  track,  which  had 
etc.,  R.  Co.,  3  Ohio  St.  172,  62  Am.  never  been  fenced,  and  are  killed,  the 
Dec.  246.  corporation  is  not  liable  therefor,  if, 

Note:  49  Am.  Dec.  265.  thou^  the  track  had  been  fenced,  the 

2.  Note:  49  Am.  Dee.  261.  fence  must  have  been  destroyed  by  a 

3.  See  snpra,  par.  24.  tire  immediately  preceding  such  enh^, 

4.  Bernard!  v.  Northern  Pac.  R.  Co.,  this  fire  being  tiie  cause  of  the  turning 
18  Idaho  76,  108  Pac.  542,  27  L.R.A.  of  the  animals  out  of  their  stable  and 
(N.S.)  706;  Russell  t.  Hanley,  20  la.  their  going  on  the  track.  Cook  t. 
219,  89  Am.  Dee.  635  and  note;  Noiris  Minneapolu,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  98  Wi& 
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public  policy,  necessity,  or  convenience.*  In  such  a  case  the  neglect 
to  maintain  proper  fences  and  cattle  guards  is,  as  a  matter  of  law, 
the  negligence  which  will  render  the  company  liable,'  and  if  its  track 
is  not  fenced  as  required  by  law  the  highest  degree  of  care  to  pre- 
vent injury  will  not  excuse  a  company.'  However,  the  liability  of 
a  railroad  company  to  respond  in  damages  for  injuries  to  stock  in 
consequence  of  its  neglect  to  construct  and  maintain  a  sufficient  fence 
on  each  side  of  its  road  is  limited  to  loss  or  injuries  occurring  on  its 
own  right  of  way.^  And  so  it  has  been  held  that  evidence  that  a  cow 
was  found  dead  at  or  near  an  opening  in  a  wire  fence  outside  the 
right  of  way  with  a  hind  foot  entangled  in  the  top  wire  of  the  fence, 
and  that  the  cow  was  not  breachy  and  the  staples  of  the  wire  were 
pulled  out,  does  not  prove  that  she  was  frightened  by  a  train  while 
on  the  right  of  way  or  was  injured  by  running  against  the  fence  in 
consequence  thereof,  so  as  to  make  out  a  cause  of  action  against  the 
C(Hnpany.*  A  railroad  company  cannot  relieve  itself  from  negligence 
in  failing  to  fence  its  tracks  by  showing  that  another  railroad,  simi- 
larly situated,  has  also  been  guilty  of  the  same  fault."*  Moreover,  the 
obligation  to  fence  a  road  attaches  from  the  time  when  the  necessity 
of  protection  to  ownera  of  land  and  stock  arises,  allowing  a  reasonable 
time  to  erect  fences. Hence  it  may  exist  during  the  construction 
of  a  road  and  does  not  for  the  first  time  attach  when  the  road  is 
operated.**  Where  a  railway  track  is  sufficiently  fenced  and  cattle 
break  in,  the  company  is  liable  only  for  want  of  ordinary  care  in 

624,  74  N.  W.  561,  ©7  A.  S.  B.  830,  Notes:  58  Am.  Kep.  704;  28  A.  S. 

40  L.R.A.  457.  B-  766. 

5.  Marengo  v.  Great  Northern  R.  7.  Gorman  v.  Pacific  B.  Co.,  26  Mo. 

Co.,  84  Minn.  397,  87  N.  W.  IU7,  87  ^>  "^2  Am.  Dec.  220. 

A.  S.  B.  869.  Notes:  49  Am.  Dec.  269  ;  72  Am. 

Note:  120  A.  S.  R.  844.  228.  .        „    „  ^ 

See  also  infra,  par.  41,  as  to  por-  oi^n?^*'*'^"^!^^*?.?  ^°-J- 

tions  of  load  which  need  not  be  ^9 

f   ^  L.K.A.(N.S.)  573  and  note. 

A  M«rn^  «  Poi5f««.;»  T><.«  n  r«  ^-  Perkins  v.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  B.  Co., 
J'cT^?9  I'a^^^  ro^  Mo.  52,  15  S.  W.  320,  11  L.B.A: 

40  Cal.  532  6  Am.  Rep.  623 ;  Johnson  426.  See  also  infra,  par.  ^,  as  to  the 

;^?«U2,'^3\VA';44f  — "  ""^'^  * 
Lonia,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Lmder,  39  111.  10.  Marengo  v.  Great  Northern  B. 
433,  89  Am.  Dec.  319  and  note;  Nor-  -Co.,  84  Minn.  397,  87  N.  W.  1117,  87 
ris  V.  Androscoggin  B.  Co.,  39  Me.  A.  8.  R.  369. 

273,  63  Am.  Dec.  621;  Browne  v.      11.  Silver  v.  Kansas  City,  etc,  R. 
Providence,  etc.,  B.   Co.,  12  Gray  Co.,  78  Mo.  528,  47  Am.  Rep.  118. 
(Mass.)  55,  71  Am.  Deo.  736  and  note;     12.  Gardner  t.  Smith,  7  Mieh.  410, 
Congdon  V.  Central  Vermont  R.  Co.,  74  Am.  Dc».  722. 
56  Vt.  390,  48  Am.  Rep.  793.  Note:  8  L.RA.  13S. 

003 


Digitized  by 


38,  39  FENCES  U  R.  C.  L. 

preventing  injury,*'  or  for  gross-  negligence  or  wanton  injury,  as  the 
rule  may  be  in  the  particular  jurisdiction.** 

38.  To  Whose  Animals  Statutes  Apply. — In  some  jurisdictions  it 
is  held  that  the  statutory  obligation  imposed  on  railroad  companies 
to  build  a  fence  along  their  road  extends  only  to  the  owner  or  rightful 
occupier  of  adjoining  land,  and  not  to  mere  trespassers  there,  and  that 
there  can  be  no  recovery  for  an  injury,  from  a  neglect  to  maintain  a 
proper  fence,  to  animals  not  lawfully  on  the  adjoining  land,  whether 
it  be  the  land  of  a  third  person  **  or  a  highway.**  Where  animals 
are  on  the  adjacent  land  by  permission  of  the  owner,  or  lawfully  on 
the  adjacent  highway,  the  liability  is  undoubted.*'  The  rule  limit* 
ing  a  railroad's  liability  for  a  failure  to  maintain  a  proper  fence  solely 
to  those  animals  which  are  rightfully  on  adjacent  property  does  not, 
however,  apply  in  those  states  in  which  the  common  law  rule,  that  a 
man  must  confine  his  own  domestic  animals  to  bis  own  inclosure  does 
not  obtain.** 

39.  Necessity  of  Collision. — ^The  question  of  the  liability  of  a 
railroad  company  for  injury  to  stock  other  than  by  trains,  because 
of  the  breach  of  a  statutory  duty  to  fence,  in  most  instances  turns  on 
the  language  of  the  particular  statute  involved,  it  being  the  general 
rule  that  where  the  statute  merely  makes  the  company  liable  for 
injuries  caused  by  agents,  engines,  cars,  carriages  or  trains,  the  use 
of  such  terms  imports  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  legislature 
enacting  the  statute  that  the  railroad  company  should  be  liable  only 
when  there  was  an  actual  collision  between  its  rolling  stock  and  the 
animals,  and  that  the  railroad  company  is  not  liable  in  the  absence  of 
such  a  showing  of  direct  contact;  but  that  where  the  language  of  the 
enactment  is  so  broad  that  it  does  not  necessarily  import  that  there 

15.  Great  Western  B.  Co.  of  1859  246;  Bemis  v.  Conaeeticnt,  etc..  R. 
V.  Hehn,  27  lU.  198,  81  Am.  Dec.  226;  Co.,  42  Vt.  975,  1  Am.  Rep.  339. 
Thayer  v.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  22  Notes:  49  Am.  Dee.  272;  7  Am.  Rep. 
Ind.  26,  85  Am.  Dee.  409;  Tiacy  v.  47;  43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  451. 

Troy,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  38  N.  T.  433,  98  16.  Notes:  49  Am.  Dec.  272;  22 

Am.  Dee.  54.  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  323.    See  also  Ani- 

Notes:  49  Am.  Dec.  272  ;  89  Am.  mals,  vol.  1,  pp.  1171,  1172. 

Dee.  540.  But  see  Amstein  v.  Gardner,  132 

14.  Russell  T.  Hanley,  20  la.  219,  Mass.  28,  42  Am.  Rep.  421  and  note, 

89  Am.  Dec.  635.  wherein  it  was  held  that  a  railroad 

Note:  49  Am.  Dee.  272.  company  wns  liable  whore  a  horse. 

16.  Perkins  v.  Eastern  R.  Co.,  29  while  being  led  on  a  highway,  escaped 
Me.  307,  50  Am.  Dec.  589;  Earaes  v.  without  his  keeper's  fault,  and  ran- 
Salem,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  98  Mass.  560,  96  ning  some  fifty  rods,  pursued  by  his 
Am.  Dec.  676  and  note;  Menut  v.  Bos-  keeper,  entered  on  an  unfenced  rail- 
ton  &  M.  R.  R.,  207  Afass.  12,  02  way  track,  and  was  tiiere  injured  by 
N.  E.  1032,  20  Ann.  Cas.  1213,  30  a  train. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  1196;  Chapin  v.  Sul-  17.  Notes:  49  Am.  Dec.  272;  22 

livan  R.  R.,  39  N.  H.  53,  75  Am.  Dee.  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  323. 

207  and  note;  Jackson  v.  Riitlnnd,  18.  See  Animals,  vol.  1,  p.  1172. 
etc.,  R.  Co.,  25  Vt.  150,  60  Am.  Dec. 

904 


Digitized  by  Google 


U  K.  C.  L. 


FENCES 


«(  40,  41 


must  be  an  actual  collision  to  give  a  right  of  recovery,  actual  contact 
is  not  essential  in  order  to  enable  the  owner  to  recover,  it  being  suffi- 
cient that  the  track  was  unfenced,  and  that  the  operation  of  the  roll- 
ing stock  was  a  contributing  cause.*'  Under- the  first  class  of  statutes 
it  has  been  held  that  a  railroad  company  is  not  liable  for  injury  to 
stock  resulting  from  fright  at  the  cars,  where  the  injured  animals 
had  not  been  touched  by  any  part  of  the  rolling  stock,"  though  the 
contrary  has  been  held  under  the  second  class.* 

40.  Contributory  Negligence. — An  owner  of  cattle  cannot  recover 
for  injury  thereto  where  he  is  clearly  guilty  of  contributory  negligence, 
as,  for  instance,  where  he  leaves  them  in  an  adjacent  inclosure,  know- 
ing that  the  railway  fence  is  about  to  be  carried  away  by  a  freshet, 
or  puts  breachy  animals  in  his  inclosure.  And  negligence  of  an 
adjacent  owner  in  keeping  up  bars  in  a  railway  fence,  which  the 
company  allows  him  to  have  for  his  accommodation,  whereby  his 
cattle  escape  on  the  track,  will  no  doubt  defeat  his  recovery  for  a 
deficiency  in  the  fence.'  But  when  a  railroad  company  is  required 
by  statute  to  erect  and  maintain  fi.  sufficient  fence  and  cattle  guards, 
wd  stock  is  injured  on  account  of  its  failure  to  comply  with  the 
statute,  it  is  generally  held  tiiat  unless  the  injury  was  caused  by  the 
wilful  act  of  the  owner,*  the  company  is  liable  notwithstanding  the 
owner  of  the  animals  may  have  turned  them  out  to  graze  with  knowl- 
edge that  the  fence  bad  not  been  erected  or  was  defective.*  It  has 
been  held,  however,  that  where  fences  are  once  built,  as  required  by 
statute,  a  railroad  company  is  liable  only  on  the  ground- of  negligence, 
and  that  contributory  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  owner  in  per- 
mitting the  stock  to  get  on  the  track  is  a  valid  defense.^ 

41.  Parts  of  Road  Which  Need  Not  Be  Fenced.— Since  the  statutes 
are  so  construed  as  not  to  require  fences  to  be  maintained  where  the 
public  would  be  greatly  inconvenienced,  such  as  across  streets  and 

19.  Notes:  8  L.R.A.  135;  37  L.R.A.  Am.  Dec.  636. 

(N.S.)  1181.   See  also  Animals,  vol.  4.  Browne  v.  Providence,  etc,  B. 

1,  p.  1175.  Co.,  12  Gray  (Mass.)  55,  71  Am.  Dec. 

20.  Peru,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Basket,  10  736  and  note ;  Schwind  v.  Chicago,  etc., 
Ind.  409,  71  Am.  Dec.  335;  Jimereon  R.  Co.,  140  Wis.  1,  121  N.  W.  639, 133 
V.  Erie  R.  Co.,  203  N.  Y.  518,  97  N.  A.  S.  R.  1055. 

E.  48,  37  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1181;  Nash-  Notes:  49  Am.  Dec.  271;  89  Am. 

ville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Sadler,  91  Tenn.  Dec.  540  ;  6  LJI.A.  813;  8  L.R.A. 

508,  19  S.  W.  618,  30  A.  S.  R.  896  135;  13  L.R.A.  180;  9  L.RA.(N.S.) 

and  note.  365. 

1.  Meeker  v.  Northern  Fac.  R.  Co.,  See  also  AxtihaIiS,  vol.  1,  p.  1192 
21  Ore.  513,  28  Fac.  639,  28  A.  S.  R.  et  seq. 

758, 14  LJR.A.  841  and  note.  And  see  5.  Isbell  t.  New  York,  etc.,  R.  Co., 

Animals,  vol.  1,  p.  1175.  27  Conn.  393,  71  Am.  Dee.  78;  Mun- 

2.  Note:  49  Am.  Pec.  272.  See  also  ger  v.  Tonawanda  R.  Co.,  4  N.  Y.  349, 
Animals,  vol.  1,  p.  1192.  53  Am.  Dec.  384. 

8.  Russell  V.  Hanley,  20  la.  219,  89  Note:  7  Am.  Rep.  47. 
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highways,  and  around  depot  grounds  and  yard  limite,*  a  railroad 
company  will  not  be  held  liable  for  injuries  occurring  to  animals  at 
sudi  places  except  where  it  is  clearly  negligent^  And  to  render  a 
company  liable  for  a  failure  to  erect  and  maintain  a  fence  it  must 
appear  that  the  animal  entered  at  a  point  where  a  fence  was  required 
and  that  it  was  wanting  or  defective  *  Where  an  animal  comes  upon 
the  track  at  one  point,  and  wanders  to  another,  where  it  is  killed,  the 
necessity  and  sufficiency  of  the  fence  at  the  place  of  entry,  and  not  at 
the  place  of  killing,  determine  the  liability.'  Accordingly,  if  a  fence 
is  required,  but  is  wanting  or  defective  at  the  place  of  entry,  although 
there  is  a  sufficient  fence  or  no  fence  is  required  at  the  place  of  killing, 
the  company  is  nevertheless  liable,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if  cattle 
enter  at  a  public  crossing,  where  no  fence  is  required,  but  are  killed 
at  a  point  where  a  fence  is  required  but  is  wanting,  the  company  is 
not  liable  under  the  statute.  Proof  of  the  general  insecurity  and  in- 
sufficiency of  a  fence  will  be  sufficient,  however,  without  proving  that 
the  animal  entered  over  or  through  a  particular  panel  which  was 
defective.** 

To  Prevent  Injury  to  Persona 

42.  In  General. — ^The  question  whether  the  statutes  requiring 
railroad  companies  to  fence  thdr  tracks  impose  any  other  liability  than 
that  for  injury  to  animals  on  account  of  a  failure  to  erect  and  main- 
tain fences,  has  been  a  matter  of  much  judicial  controversy.  It  seems 
to  be  generally  admitted  that  the  primary  purpose  of  the  statutes  is 
to  keep  animals  from  straying  on  the  tracl^,  and  yet  it  is  generally 
held  that  such  statutes  are  not  mere  fence  laws  for  animals,  but  are 
also  police  regulations  designed  for  the  benefit  of  the  public.''  And 
even  a  statute  declaring  that  a  railroad  company  shall  be  answerable 
for  all  damage  to  stock  arising  from  a  failure  to  perform  such  duty, 
does  not  exclude  all  other  liability  which  may  arise  from  such 
failure.'* 

43.  Injury  to  Employees. — ^In  the  absence  of  a  statute  requiring 
a  raiboad  company  to  fence  its  right  of  way,  it  seems  that  it  is  not 
liable  to  any  employee  for  injuries  caused  by  stock  being  on  the  track 
through  its  failure  to  fence."  Where  there  is  a  statutory  duty,  how- 
ever, to  fence  its  track  and  to  construct  cattle  guards,  the  weight  of 
authority  declares  that  a  railroad  company  is  liable  for  injuries  to 

6.  See  supra,  par.  31,  33.  10.  Note:  49  Am.  Dec.  270. 

7.  Notes:  5  LJI.A.  737  ;  8  L.R.A.  11.  Notes:  133  A.  8.  R.  1060;  135 
138.    See  also  Animals,  voL  1,  p.  A.  S.  R.  168. 

1182  et  seq.  12.  Terre  Haute,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v. 

8.  Note:  49  Am.  Dee.  270.  WUliams,  172  111.  379,  50  N.  E.  116, 

9.  Notes:   49  Am.   Dec.   270;  8  64  A.  S.  R.  44. 

L.RA.  135.  13.  Note:  25  L.R.A.  320. 
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or  the  death  of  an  employee  caused  by  a  collision  with  animals  which 
have  strayed  on  the  track,  when  it  baa  failed  to  erect  and  keep  in 
repair  a  fence  and  cattle  guards,  especially  in  case  the  statute  makes  it 
the  absolute  duty  of  the  company  to  fence  and  construct  cattle 
guards.'*  And  an  employee,  such  as  an  engineer,  is  not  chargeable 
with  notice  that  the  company  has  neglected  to  fence  its  track,  or 
that  the  fence  is  defective,  and  cannot,  therefore,  be  held  to  have 
assumed  the  risk.**  But  a  railroad  company  is  not  liable  for  injuries 
to  or  the  death  of  employees  because  of  ite  failure  to  build  fences,  when 
the  statute  requiring  fences  to  be  built  has  a  limited  operation  and 
the  injury  was  caused  by  animals  which  strayed  on  the  track  at  a 
point  the  statute  did  not  require  to  be  fenced.'* 

44.  Injury  to  Passengers. — As  it  is  the  paramount  duty  of  a  rail- 
road company  to  secure  the  safety  of  passengers  on  its  trains,  it  has 
been  held,  even  in  the  absence  of  a  statute  requiring  it  to  fence  its 
right  of  way,  that  it  must  exclude  cattle  from  the  track,  and  that  if 
this  risk  of  accident  by  collision  ia  not  excluded,  by  fencing  or  other- 
wise, the  company  ia  responsible  in  damages  to  a  passenger  who  is 
injured  by  its  failure  to  do  so,*'  or,  at  any  rate,  it  is  for  the  jury  to 
determine  whether  or  not  the  company  was  negligent  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  it  has  the  right  to  fence  its  track.*^  And  when  a  statute 
requires  railroad  companies  to  fence  their  tracks  and  erect  cattle 
guards,  this  imposes  an  absolute  duty,  not  only  to  protect  the  Uvea 
of  animals,  but  also  to  protect  passengers  and  others  on  trains,  by 
keeping  the  track  clear  of  obstructions.'* 

45.  Injury  to  Adult  Persons. — ^As  to  adult  persons  on  a  track  or 
passing  along  a  highway  parallel  to  the  track,  the  fact  that  a  railroad 
is  not  fenced  does  not,  in  the  absence  of  a  statutory  requirement,  make 
the  company  Hable  for  injuries  to  such  persons.**  And  the  general 


14.'  Atchison,  etc,  B.  Co.  t.  Rees- 
mauj  60  Fed.  370,  9  C.  C.  A  20,  19 
U.  S.  App.  696,  23  LJLA.  768;  Terre 
Haute,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  WilUazns,  172 
UL  379,  50  N.  E.  116,  64  A.  S.  R.  44 
and  note;  Dickson  v.  Omaha,  etc.,  R. 
Co.,  124  Mo.  140,  27  S.  W.  476,  46  A. 
S.  R.  429,  25  L.R.A.  320  and  note; 
Donnegan  t.  Erfaardt,  119  N.  Y.  468, 
23  N.  E.  1051,  7  L-RA.  527. 

Note:  9  L.RA.(N.S.)  364. 

16.  Terre  Haute,  etc.,  R.  Co.  r. 
Williams,  172  111.  379,  SO  N.  E.  116, 
64  A.  S.  R.  44  and  note;  Dickson  v. 
Omaha,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  124  Mo.  140,  27 
S.  W,  476,  46  A.  S.  R.  429,  25  L.R.A. 
320  and  note. 

16.  Carper  t.  Reeeivera  of  Norfolk, 
etc,  B.  Co.,  78  Fed.  94,  23  C.  C.  A. 


669,  42  U.  S.  App.  282,  35  L.E.A.  135. 

17.  Sullivan  v.  Philadelphia,  etc., 
R.  Co.,  30  Fa.  8t  23^  72  Am.  Dec. 
698. 

18.  Dickson  v.  Omaha,  etc,  R.  Co., 
124  Mo.  140,  27  S.  W.  476,  46  A.  S. 
R.  429,  26  L.R.A.  320;  Qulf,  etc.,  R. 
Co.  T.  Wilson,  79  Tei.  371,  16  S.  W. 
280,  23  A.  S.  R.  345,  11  L.R.A.  486. 
See  also  Carriers,  vol.  4,  p.  1198. 

19.  Terre  Haute,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Wtl- 
liams,  172  IIL  379,  50  N.  E.  116,  64 
A.  S.  R.  44. 

Notes:  87  A.  S.  R.  373  ;  6  L.R.A. 
737  ;  9  L.R.A.(N.S.)  364. 

20.  Reynolds  v.  Great  Northern  Ry. 
Co.,  69  Fed.  808,  16  C.  C.  A.  435,  32 
V.  S.  App.  577,  29  L.R.A  695. 

Note:  30  LJeA.(N.S.)  1197, 
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rule  acems  to  be  that  the  statutory  duty  of  a  railroad  company  to 
fence  ite  right  of  way  does  not  include  the  duty  to  fence  against  adult 
persons  on  the  track.^  It  is  so  evident  that  an  ordinary  railroad  fence 
would  hardly  constitute  a  barrier  to  an  adult  person  about  to  enter 
voluntarily  on  a  railroad  right  of  way,  and  that  the  want  of  a  fence 
along  the  tracks  could  hardly  be  said  to  be  a  contributing  cause  of 
an  injury  to  an  ordinary  adult  person  wilfully  tr^paasing  on  the 
right  of  way,  that  the  cases  involving  the  duty  of  a  railroad  company 
to  fence  its  tracks  against  an  adult  are  comparatively  few,  and  most  of 
them  arise  where  a  person  accidentally  falls  on  the  right  of  way,  or 
where  he  unwittingly  passes  thereon  in  some  way,  against  his  will, 
under  such  circumstances  that,  if  the  tracks  had  been  fenced,  the 
particular  injury  would  not  have  been  inflicted.  But  under  such 
circumstances  it  seems  to  be  uniformly  held  that  the  absence  of  a 
fence  is  not  of  itself  n^ligence.' 

46.  Injury  to  Children. — ^The  determination  of  the  qu^on 
whether  the  statutory  duty  of  a  railroad  company  to  fence  its  right  of 
way  includes  the  duty  to  fence  against  children  depends  largely  on 
the  language  of  the  controlling  statute.  Whenever  the  languap;e  of 
a  statute  is  capable  of  such  construction,  the  courts  seem  disposed  to 
extend  its  protection  to  children,'  as  where  the  duty  to  maintain  a 
fence  is  by  statute  or  ordinance  made  absolute  or  the  provisions  are 
such  as  would  tend  to  security  against  injury  to  persons  as  well  as  to 
property.*  And  this  is  so  under  statutes  which  provide  that  a  rail- 
road company  which  fails  to  fence  its  right  of  way  shall  b^  liable 
for  all  damages  sustained  by  any  person  in  consequence  of  such 
neglect,*  though  under  such  a  statute  the  failure  to  fence  is  not 
conclusive  evidence  of  negligence.*  But  under  a  statute  requiring 
the  maintenance  of  fences  intended  primarily  to  protect  cattle  in 
adjoining  fields  as  well  as  persons  on  trains,  it  has  been  held  that 
railroad  companies  are  not  bound  to  maintain  fences  which  would 

1.  Thayer  v.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  5.  Rosse  v.  St.  Paul,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  68 
22  Ind.  26,  85  Am.  Dee.  409.  Minn.  216.  71  N.  W.  20,  64  A.  S.  R. 

Note:  20  Ann.  Cas.  1216.  472,  37  L.R.A.  591,  overruling  Fitz- 

2.  Menut  v.  Boston,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  207  gerald  v.  St.  Paul,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  29 
Mass.  12,  92  N.  E.  1032,  20  Ann.  Cas.  Minn.  336, 13  N.  W.  168,  43  Am.  Rep. 
1213,  30  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1196  and  note.  212;  Marengo  v.  Great  Northern  R. 

3.  Heiting  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  Co.,  84  Minn.  397,  87  N.  W.  1117,  87 
252  III.  466,  96  N.  E.  842,  Ann.  Cas.  A.  S.  R.  369;  Schmidt  v.  Milwaukee, 
1912D  451.  etc.,  R.  Co.,  23  Wis.  186,  99  Arc.  Dee. 

Notes:  133  A.  8.  R.  1060;  9  L.R.A.  158;  Schwind  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co., 
(N.S.)  347.  140  Wis.  1,  121  N.  W.  639,  133  A.  S. 

4.  Heiting  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  R.  1055. 

252  III.  466,  96  N.  E.  842,  Ann.  Cas.  Notes:  67  A.  S.  R.  260  ;  25  LJl.A. 
1912D  451.  784;  16  L.RJ..(N.S.)  1103;  13  Ann. 

Notes:  87  A.  S.  R.  373;  16  LJtJL  Cas.  188. 
(N.S.)  U03;  13  Ann.  Cas.  187.  6.  Note:  13  Ann.  Cas.  188. 
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prevent  children  of  tender  years  from  trespassing  on  their  tracks.' 
In  some  cases,  however,  statutes  primarily  intended  for  the  protectiou 
of  cattle  have  been-  so  construed  as  to  bring  within  their  scope  children 
of  tender  years  straying  on  the  righc  of  way,  at  least  to  the  extent 
of  holding  that  the  failure  of  a  railroad  company  to  fence  its  track 
is  evidence  of  negligence.^  Under  the  rule  that  a  statute  requiring 
railroads  to  fence  their  tracks  does  not  require  t^em  to  fence  depot 
and  station  grounds,'  a  railroad  company  is  not  liable  for  injuries 
to  children  who  stray  thereon.*"*  And  even  under  statutes  which  ara 
so  construed  as  to  impose  a  duty  to  fence  against  children  non  sui  juris, 
no  recovery  can  be  had  unless  the  failure  to  fence  is  the  proximate 
cause  of  the  injury.'*  This  is  generally  held  to  be  a  question  of 
fact  for  the  determination  of  the  jury,**  and  if  it  can  reasonably  be 
concluded  from  the  evidence  that  the  accident  would  not  probably 
have  happened  except  for  the  failure  of  the  company  to  fence  its 
track,  then  it  follows  that  the  neglect  to  fence  was  the  proximate 
cause  of  the  accident,  unless  some  other  disconnected  efficient  cause 
which  could  not  be  foreseen  by  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care  has 
intervened.** 

VI.  Rbuoval,  Injuby  to  ob  Dbstbuctxon  ov  Fence 

47.  In  General. — ^In  general,  it  may  be  said  that  a  landowner  may 
take  down  a  fence  built  entirely  on  his  own  land,  as,  although  it  was 
put  up  to  separate  his  own  land  from  adjoining  property,  it  is  not 
a  partition  fence,**  and  the  owner  of  land  may  lawfully  remove  a  fence 
which  has  unlawfully  and  without  license  been  erected  thereon  by 
another.*'  Adjoining  landowners  who  have  jointly  built  a  boundary 
fence  are  tenants  in  common  of  the  fence,  and  in  the  alienee  of 
statute  it  has  been  held  that  one  may  remove  or  destroy  the  fence 


7.  New  York  Cent.,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v. 
Price,  159  Fed.  330,  86  C.  C.  A.  502, 
16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1103  (adopting  the 
interpretation  of  the  Massachusetts 
statute  as  construed  by  the  state 
court) ;  Bischof  v.  Illinois  Southern 
H,  Co.,  232  111.  446,  83  N.  E.  948,  13 
Ann.  Cas.  185  and  note;  Baltimore, 
etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Bradford,  20  Ind.  App. 
348,  49  N.  E.  388,  67  A.  S.  R.  252. 

Notes:  25  L.R.A.  784;  9  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  347;  16  L.R.A.(N,S.)  1103. 

8.  Notes:  16  LJl.A.(N.8.)  1103;  13 
Ann.  Cas.  188. 

9.  See  supra,  par.  31,  33. 

10.  Rabidon  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co., 
115  Mich.  390,  73  N.  W.  386,  39 
Ij3^A.  406:  Barney  v.  BamnSbmt^  ate., 


R.  Co.,  126  Mo.  372,  28  8.  W.  1069, 
26  L.R.A.  847. 

Notes:  16  LJLA.(N.S.)  1104;  13 
Ann.  Cas.  189. 

11.  Heiting  t.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co., 
252  IlL  466,  96  N.  E,  842,  Ann.  Cas. 
1912D  461. 

Notes:  16  LJtA.(N.S.)  1103;  13 
Ann.  Cas.  189. 

12.  Keyser  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co., 
56  Mich.  559,  23  N.  W.  311,  66  Am. 
Bep.  405. 

Not«:  Ann.  Cas.  19120  454. 

13.  Heiting  t.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co., 
252  111.  466,  96  N.  E.  842,  Ann.  Cas. 
39120  451. 

14.  Note:  68  Am.  Dee.  626. 

16.  State  T.  Headrick,  48  N.  C.  376, 
67  Am.  Dee.  249  and  note. 
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without  any  liability  to  hia  cotenant,  under  the  general  rule  that  one 
joint  tenant,  or  tenant  in  common,  cannot  maintain  trespass  against 
his  cotenant  for  an  injury  done  to  the  joint  or  common  property.'* 
And  one  who  obtains  the  consent  of  any  of  the  cotenants  or  joint 
owners  to  remove  a  dividing  fence  is  not  guilty  of  unlawfully  remov- 
ing it.''  But  statutes  have  been  passed  in  inahy  if  not  all  of  the 
states  which  regulate  the  use  of  boundary  fences,  and  under  them  one 
adjacent  owner  is  prohibited  from  interfering  with  such  a  fence  except 
by  agreement  with  the  other,  or  at  the  period  of  the  year  and  under 
the  conditions  prescribed  by  the  statute,'*  and  this  is  so  though  the 
one  removing  tiie  fence  may  be  the  sole  owner  of  it.'*  In  a  prose- 
cution for  unlawfully  removing  a  dividing  fence  without  the  required 
notice  to  the  adjoining  proprietor,  the  state  must  prove  that  such 
notice  was  not  given  by  the  accused  before  the  fence  was  removed.-* 
This  doctrine  does  not,  however,  forbid  the  removal  of  a  fence  by  the 
party  bound  to  maintain  it  for  the  purpose  of  rebuilding  it  im- 
mediately of  other  materials.*  But  the  removal  of  part  of  a  division 
fence  by  one  of  two  adjacent  landowners,  after  giving  the  notice 
required  by  statute  of  his  intention  to  throw  open  his  land  or  to  let 
it  lie  open,  remits  the  parties  to  their  common  law  rights.*  A  rail- 
road company  which,  in  the  construction  of  its  roadbed,  removes  the 
fencM  crossed,  is  liable  for  injury  to  adjoining  land  by  cattle  which 
come  upon  its  right  of  way  from  the  highway  through  a  gap  in  the 
fence,  and  wander  off  onto  the  land  injured.' 

48.  Remedies  for  Wrongful  Removal  or  Destruction. — One  who 
unlawfully  removes  a  fence  is  liable  for  the  direct,  proximate  and 
necessary  consequences  of  its  romovaj,  but  not  for  others.^  And 
when  property  is  in  the  pc^s^sion  of  a  tenant,  the  fences  are  gen- 
erally considered  a  part  of  the  realty  and  the  landlord  can  sue  for 
thar  wrongful  destruction  by  a  stranger.*  The  remedy  by  action  for 
damages  for  the  unlawful  removal  of  a  partition  fence  is  not  exclusive; 
the  injured  party  may  proceed  under  some  statutes  to  rebuild  the 
fence  and  recover  tiie  expense.*  It  is  generally  held  that  equity  will 
restrain  the  unlawful  destruction  of  a  fence,  when  the  circumstances 

16.  Gibson  v.  Vaaghu,  2  Bailey  L.  262,  87  S.  W.  700,  122  A.  S.  R.  740. 
(S.  C.)  389,  23  Am.  Dec.  143.  1.  Meyer  v.  Perkins,  89  Neb.  69, 130 

Note:  68  Am.  Dec.  638.  N.  W.  986,  Aim.  Caa.  1912C  468. 

But  see  Gotehanot,  vol.  7,  pp.  899,  Note :  68  Am.  Dec.  638. 

900.  2.  Holladay  v.  Marsh,  3  Wend.  (N. 

17.  Bailey  v.  State,  48  Tex.  Crim.  Y.)  142,  20  Am.  Dec.  678. 

262,  87  S.  W.  700,  122  A.  8.  R.  740.      3.  Hubert  v.  ConneU  Northern  R. 

18.  Meyer  v.  Perkins,  89  Neb.  59,  Co.,  71  Wash.  567,  129  Pac.  105,  43 
130  N.  W.  986,  Ann.  Cas.  1912C  468.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  447  and  note. 

Note:  43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  448.  4  Note:  53  L.R.A.  629. 

See  also  gupia,  par.  16.  6.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  123. 

19.  Note:  12  L.R.A.  601.  6.  Note:  68  Am.  Dee.  638. 
SO.  Bailer  t.  State,  48  Tex.  Crim. 
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show  that  there  would  be  irreparable  injury,'  as  when  tiie  party  is 
insolvent,^  or  when  an  order  by  fence  waivers  would  come  too  late.* 
There  are,  however,  authorities  to  the  contrary,  although  apparently 
they  are  baaed  on  the  particular  circumstances.^*  The  destruction 
of  a  fence  and  the  threatened  repetition  thereof  as  often  as  it  may  be 
ireploced,  entitles  the  owner  to  an  injunction  against  the  invader, 
whether  or  not  he  is  insolvent,  as  the  remedy  at  law  by  an  action 
for  each  wrong  as  it  is  perpetrated  is  inadequate,  and  equity  intervenes 
to  avoid  the  multiplicity  of  suits.'*  Where,  however,  a  person  re- 
peatedly tore  down  a  fence  and  drove  over  the  land,  claiming  that  the 
place  was  a  public  highway  by  dedication  and  use,  an  injunction  was 
refused.'* 

7.  Note:  7  L.R.A.(N.S.)  49.  such  ordinance  he  is  abont  to  remove 

8.  Hoff  V.  Olson,  101  Wis.  118,  76  a  fence  from  private  property,  not 
N.  W.  1121,  70  A.  S.  R.  903.  rabject  to  a  public  easement,  there  is 

9.  Meyer  v.  Perkins,  89  Neb.  59, 130  a  continning  menace  to  the  rights  of 
N.  W.  986,  Ann.  Cas.  1012G  468.        the  owner  of  such  property  author- 

10.  Note:  99  A.  S.  R.  745.  izing  equitable  relief  by  injunction 

11.  Note:  99  A.  S.  B.  745.  Riley  v.  Greenwood,  72  S.  C.  90,  51 
If  a  city  ordinance  requires  the  S.  E.  532,  110  A.  S.  R.  592. 

mayor  of  the  city  to  remove  any  ob-  12.  Smith  t.  Gardner,  12  Ore.  221, 
atniction  interfering  with  the  free  use  6  Pac  771,  63  Am.  Bep.  3^  and  note. 
o£  a  certain  alley,  and  by  virtue  of 
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25.  Injuty  to  Passengera 

26.  Rules  or  Orders  for  Protection  of  Passengexs  and  Property 

27.  Condition  of  Appliances  and  Equipment 

28.  Liability  Concerning  Property 

29.  Contribatocy  Negligence  of  PasBenger  or  Owner  o£  Propertf 


1.  Scope  of  Article. — The  present  article  treats  of  the  subject  of 

the  transportation  of  persona  and  property  across  rivers  and  other 
waters  by  means  of  boats  or  other  floating  craft.  It  contains  a  full 
discussion  of  the  rights  and  duties  of  the  sovereign  to  establish  such 
means  of  transportation,  both  intrastate  and  interstate,  and  to  license 
others  to  establish  them  and  charge  tolls  for  the  use  thereof,  and  to 
protect  the  licensees  in  the  exercise  of  their  rights  as  such;  the 
establishment  of  ferries  by  prescription  and  the  law  regarding  private 
ferries;  and  the  regulation  and  control  of  ferries  and  the  equipment 
and  operation  thereof.  It  also  treats  of  the  subject  of  the  rights, 
duties,  and  liabilities  of  ferrymen,  both  public  and  private,  including 
their  liabilities  for  negligence,  the  violation  of  the  rights  of  ferrymen, 
and  the  pleading  and  evidence  in  such  cases.  But  all  matters  involv- 
ing general  questions  of  franchises  have  been  excluded,*  and  like- 
wise all  general  questions  of  common  carriers,'  highways,'  riparian 
owners/  interstate  commerce/  navigation,*  prescription,'  eminent 
domain,"  and  negligence.' 

2.  Definitions. — A  ferry  has  been  defined  as  a  place  where  persons 
are  taken  across  a  river  or  other  stream  in  boats  or  other  vessels  for 
hire.'*  The  essential  idea  is  the  passing  from  one  shore  of  a  body 
of  water  to  an  opposite  shore.^'  But  usually  it  implies  the  con- 
tinuation by  means  of  boats,  barges,  or  rafts,  of  a  highway,  or  the 
connection  of  highways  located  on  the  opposite  banks  of  a  stream  or 
other  body  of  water;  ^*  wherefore  a  public  ferry  is  deemed  to  be  a 

1.  -See  Franchisbs.  9.  See  Ntcugekcb. 

8.  See  Garrikbs,  voL  ^  p.  S2L  10.  Alexandria,  etc.,  Ferry  Co.  t. 

5.  See  HiaawATS.  Wiseb,  73  Mo.  655,  39  Am.  Rep. 
4.  See  Waters.  635. 

6.  See  CouHERCK,  vol.  6,  p.  686.  11.  Broadnaz  v.  Baker,  94  N.  C. 

6.  See  CouuEROE,  vol.  5,  p.  745  et  675,  55  Am.  Rep.  633. 

seq.;  Waters.  12.  Patrick  v.  Roffaer,  2  Rob.  (Ta.) 

7.  See  AnvERSB  Possession,  vol.  1,  209,  40  Am.  Dee.  740. 
p.  682.  Note:  69  UEUL  613. 

8.  See  EuiNEHT  Douaih,  vol,  10, 


V.  Remedies 


SO.  Remedies  for  Violation  of  Ezdosive  Franchise 
81.  IsBuea,  Pleading,  and  Evidence 


I.  Intboductobt 


p.1. 


R.  C.  L.  YoL  XI.— 68. 
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public  highway.*'  A  ferry,  of  course,  is  readily  distinguishable  from 
a  bridge,  but  obviously  has  many  features  in  common  therewith,** 
being  especially  as^milated  thereto  in  so  far  as  concerns  the  public 
franchise  usually  involved.*'  The  term  "ferry"  is  often  employed 
to  denote  the  right  or  franchise  granted  by  the  state  or  its  authorked 
mandatories  to  continue,  by  means  of  boats,  an  interrupted  land 
highway  over  the  interrupting  waters  and  to  charge  toll  for  the  use 
thereof  by  the  public.**  In  Uiis  sense  it  has  also  been  defined  as  a 
privilege  to  take  tolls  for  transporting  passengers  and  goods  across  a 
lake  or  stream,  or  some  other  body  of  water,  with  no  essential  differ- 
ence  from  a  bridge  franchise  except  as  to  the  mode  of  transportation.^' 


n.  EsTABUsmiENT  Aim  BsauuTiON  ov  Febkies 

3.  Power  to  Establish  Generally. — The  right  to  keep  a  public  ferry 
for  toll  is  a  franchise  which  cannot  be  exercised  without  license  or 
legislative  grant  either  mediate  or  immediate,*"  even  a  prescriptive 

13.  Dafotnr  v.  Staeey,  90  Ky.  288,  51  Am.  Rep.  689;  Fateh  v.  Bohanson, 
U  S.  W.  48,  29  A.  S.  R.  374;  Warner  134  Oa.  313, 67  S.  E.  814, 19  Ann.  Ct^ 
V.  Ford  Lumber,  ete.,  Co.,  123  Ky.  103,  1032  and  note,  30  I4JIA.(N.S.)  462. 
93  8.  W.  650,  12  L.RA.(N.S.)  667;  18.  MiUa  v.  St  Clair  County,  8  How. 
Broadnaz  v.  Baker,  94  N.  C.  675,  65  669,  12  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1201:  Munn  v. 
Am.  Rep.  633;  Huzzey  v.  Field,  2  C.  Illinois,  94  U.  S.  113, 24  V.  8.  (L.  ed.) 
M.  &  R.  432,  4  L.  J.  Ezcb.  239, 1  Qale  77;  Gloueester  Ferry  Co.  v.  Pennsyl- 
166,  6  Tyrw.  855,  12  Eng.  Rul.  Caa.  vania,  114  U.  8.  19^  6  S.  Ct.  826,  29 
138.  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  168;  MUton  v.  Haden, 

14.  See  Bridges,  vol.  4,  p.  193  et  32  Ala.  30,  70  Am.  Dee.  523  and  note; 
seq.  Honter  v.  Moore,  44  Ark.  184,  51  Am. 

16.  See  infra,  par.  15, 23.  Rep.  589;  Norris  v.  Farmers',  etc.,  Co., 

16.  St.  Clair  County  v.  Interstate  6  Gal.  590,  66  Am.  Dee.  635;  Yallejo 
Land,  etc.,  Transfer  Co.,  192  U.  S.  454,  Feny  Co.  v.  Salano  Aqoatic  Club,  166 
24  S.  Ct.  300,  48  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  518;  Cat.  255,  131  Pae.  864,  Ann.  Cas. 
Vallejo  Ferry  Co.  v.  Solano  Aquatic  1914C  1197;  Futeh  v.  Bohannon,  134 
Club,  165  Cal.  255, 131  Pae.  864,  Ann.  Oa.  313,  67  S.  E.  814,  19  Ann.  Cas. 
Cas.  1914C  1197;  Futch  v.  Bohannon,  1032  and  note,  30  L.R.A(N.S.)  463; 
134  Oa.  313,  67  8.  E.  814,  19  Ann.  Lippencott  v.  Allander,  27  la.  460, 
Cas.  1032,  30  LJLA(N.S.)  462;  Alex-  1  Am.  Rep.  299;  Chenango  Bridge  Co. 
andria,  etc.,  Feny  Co.  v.  Wiach,  73  v.  Paige,  83  N.  Y.  178,  38  Am.  Rep. 
l£o.  655,  39  Am.  Rep.  535;  Patterson  407;  Broadnaz  v.  Baker,  94  N.  C.  675, 
V.  Wollmann,  6  N.  D.  608,  67  N.  W.  65  Am.  Rep.  633;  Patterson  v.  Woll- 
1040,  33  LJt.A  636;  Horse  v.  Gamer,  mann,  5  N.  D.  608,  67  N.  W.  1040, 
1  Strob.  L.  (S.  C.)  514,  47  Am.  Rep.  33  L.RA.  536;  Bird  v.  SmiUi,  8 
565;  Patrick  v.  Rnffnar,  2  Rob.  (Ya.)  Watts  (Fa.)  434,  34  Am.  Dee.  483; 
209,40  Am.  Rep.  740;  State  v.Faudro,  HeOoven  v.  Staik,  1  Nott  ft  IfeC. 
54  W.  Va.  122,  46  S.  E.  269, 102  A.  S.  (S.  G.)  387,  9  Am.  Dee.  712;  Hudson 
R.  927,  1  Ami.  Cas.  104,  63  L.R.A.  v.  Caere  Land,  etc.,  Co.,  47  Tex.  66, 
877.  26  Am.  Rep.  289;  Tnekahoe  Canal  Co.* 

Notes:  12  Am.  Dee.  295  ;  37  L.B.A  v.  Tuekahoe,  etc,  B.  Co.,  11  Leigh 
712:  59  L.R.A.  513.  (Ya.)  42,  36  Am.  Dee.  374;  State  v. 

17.  Hunter  v.  Koore,  44  Aik,  184,  Faudre,  64  W.  Ya.  122,  46  S.  E.  26Sk 
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right,  when  recognized,  being  based  on  a  prescription  of  a  grant;** 
nor  does  the  right  of  navigation  on  navigable  waters  confer  the  right 
to  operate  a  ferry  without  a  franchise.'*  It  follows  tihat  it  may  be 
the  duty,  as  well  as  it  is  the  right,  of  the  sover^gn  authority  in  the 
administration  of  public  affairs  to  establish  ferries  at  suitable  places,* 
which  may  be  done  at  the  sovereign  pleasure  for  the  benefit  of  the 
citizens  of  the  state.*  Whether  the  state  will  itself  operate  the  public 
ferries  within  its  borders,  or  whether  it  will  confer  this  right  on 
others,  and  the  terms  on  which  it  will  give  others  this  special  privi- 
lege, and  whether  an  exclusive  franchise  shall  be  granted,  are  ques- 
tions which  are  absolutely  within  the  control  of  the  legislature.* 
Moreover,  while  most  cases  involving  the  right  to  operate  a  ferry 
without  a  license  or  franchise  have  been  in  relation  to  ferries  form- 
ing parts  of  public  highways,  the  decisions  and  dicta  so  far  as  they 
have  touched  the  question  are  generally  agreed  in  the  declaration 
that  even  on  one's  own  land  he  cannot  maintain  a  ferry  for  trans- 
porting the  public  generally  at  fixed  tolls  without  a  franchise.*  But 
a  judicial  ruling  that  a  private  person  who  owns  land  on  both  sides 
of  a  river  cannot  establish  a  public  ferry  without  a  grant  from  the 
proper  county  authorities,  will  not  prevent  such  person  from  there- 
after applying  for  and  securing  a  proper  franchise.* 

4.  Delegation  of  Power  to  Establish. — The  power  to  establish  or 
enfranchise  ferries  is  usually  delegated  by  the  state  to  the  cities  or 
counties  thereof,  togethw  with  the  duty  of  maintenance  according 
to  law,  either  directly  or  through  a  licensee,*  and  likewise  with  a 
discretion  to  grant  or  refuse  the  franchise,  or  if  granted  to  make  it 
exclusive.'  These  powers  are  often  more  specifically  delegated  to 
the  county  court  or  commissioners;  *  whose  acts  in  the  premises  can- 

102  a:  S.  R.  927,  1  Ann.  Cas.  104,  63  608,  67  N.  W.  1040,  33  L.R.A.  536. 

L.R.A.  877;  Huzzey  v.  Field,  2  C.  M.  &  4.  Note:  37  L.R.A.  712. 

E  432,  4  L.  J.  Exch.  239,  1  Gale  5.  Hudspeth  v.  Hall,  113  Ga.  4,  38 

166,  5  Tyrw.  855,  12  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  S.  E.  358,  84  A.  S.  R.  200. 

138  and  note.  6.  Burlington,  etc.,  Perry   Co.  v. 

Notes:  27  A.  8.  R.  555,  37  L.R.A.  Davis,  48  la.  133,  3.0  Am.  Rep.  390; 

712;  59  L.R.A.  516.  Peru  v.  Barrett,  100  Me.  213,  60  Atl. 

19.  See  infra,  par.  5.  968,  109  A.  S.  R.  494,  70  L.R.A.  567. 

20.  State  v.  Faudre,  54  W.  Va.  122,  Note:  59  L.R.A.  523. 

46  S.  E.  269,  102  A.  S.  R.  927, 1  Ann.  7.  Burlington,  etc..  Ferry  Co.  v. 

Cas.  104,  63  L.R.A.  877.  Davis,  48  la.  133,  30  Am.  Rep.  390. 

1.  The  Binghamton  Bridge,  3  Wall.  See  infra,  par.  10  et  seq.,  as  to  char- 
51,  18  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  137;  St.  Clair  acter  and  incidents  of  franchises. 
County  V.  Interstate  Land,  etc.,  8.  Williams  v.  Wingo,  177  TI.  S.  601, 
Transfer  Co.,  192  U.  S.  454,  24  S.  Ct.  20  S.  Ct.  793,  44  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  905; 
300,  48  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  618;  McGowen  Babcock  v.  Herbert,  3  Ala.  392,  37 
V  Stark,  1  Nott  &  McC.  (S.  C.)  387,  Am.  Dec.  695;  Hadspeth  v.  Hall,  113 
9  Am  Dee.  712.  Ga.  4,  38  S.  E.  358,  84  A.  S.  R.  200: 

2.  Note:  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  135.  Warren  v.  Tanner,  56  S.  W.  167,  21 

3.  Patterson  v.  Wollmann,  5  N.  D.  Ky.  L.  Rep,  1678,  49  L.R.A.  248; 
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not,  as  a  rule,  be  iDterfered  with  by  the  courts,  on  the  ground  of 
inexpediency,  unless  fraud  or  corruption  is  shown,*  though,  of  course, 
the  legislature  may  qualify  the  discretion  thus  delegated  by  making 
it  reviewable  for  abuse,  in  which  case  on  a  proper  appeal  an  order  of 
a  county  court  establishing  a  ferry  may  be  revereed  on  the  ground 
that  the  existing  ferry  service  is  sufficient."  Where  these  powers 
are  conferred  on  a  city  the  municipality  may  itself  maintain  and 
operate  the  ferry,*'  or  may  operate  it  through  lessees,  and  derive  its 
revenues  from  ^e  rental  instead  of  from  the  operation  of  the  ferry 
by  its  immediate  agents  and  servants;  and  for  the  purpose  of  a 
terminal  the  municipality  may  own  and  maintain  property  on  the 
opposite  bank  free  from  taxation.^*  But  a  municipality  cannot  with- 
out due  authority  appropriate  money  to  maintain  a  free  ferry.** 
And  the  transfer  of  the  management  and  control  of  ferries  may  be 
given  to  the  county  court,  though  the  ferries  belong  to  a  city."  So, 
where  a  state  constitution  provides  that  the  power  to  enfranchise  fer- 
ries shall  be  delegated  to  a  county  or  to  the  courts,  the  legislature 
cannot  delegate  such  power  to  other  municipalities  such  as  cities.'* 
Nor  usually  may  a  county  grant  a  franchise  for  a  ferry  neither 
landing  of  which  is  within  the  boundaries  thereof 

5.  Prescrlptioiu — ^Though  there  is  a  great  diversity  of  opinion 
among  the  American  authorities  on  the  question  of  adverse  user 
maturing  into  title  as  against  the  state  or  franchise  granting  power,*' 
the  rule  seems  to  be  well  settled  that  the  unintwrupted  exercise  of  a 
ferry  franchise  for  a  long  period  of  years  raises  a  presumption  of 
license,  which  presumption  cannot  be  impaired  by  proof  that  there 
was  no  license  or  legislative  grant  of  a  franchise.*'   So  also  in  £ng- 

Smith  V.  Harkins,  38  N.  C.  613,  44  Davis,  48  la.  133,  30  Am.  Rep.  390. 

Am.  Dec  83;  Patterson  v.  Wollmann,  Note:  59  L.R.A.  521. 

6  N.  D.  608,  07  N.  W.  1040,  33  L.R.A.  12.  Peru  v.  Barrett,  100  Me.  213,  60 

636;  Hackett  v,  Multnomah  R.  Co.,  12  At!.  968,  109  A.  S.  R.  494,  70  L.RA.. 

Ore.  124,  6  Pac.  659,  53  Am.  Rep.  327;  5G7. 

Nixon  V.  Reid,  8  S.  D.  507,  67  N.  W.  13.  People  v.  Board  of  Assessors, 

57,  32  L.R.A.  315;  Malone  v.  Wil-  111  N.  Y.  505,  19  N.  E.  90,  2  Lit.A. 

liams,  118  Tenn.  390,  103  S.  W.  798,  148. 

121  A.  S.  R.  1002.  14.  Note:  36  L.RA.(N.S.)  24. 

9.  Hu^eth  v.  Hall,  113  Ga.  4,  38  16.  Simon  v.  Nortbnp,  27  Ore.  487, 
S.  E.  358,  84  A.  8.  R.  200.  40  Pac  560,  30  L.R.A.  171. 

Notes:  59  LJLA.  524:  22  LJt.A.  16.  Malone  v.  Williams,  118  Tenn. 

(N.S.)  135.  390,  103  S.  W.  798,  121  A.  S.  B. 

10.  In  Sisterville  Perry  Co.  v.  Rus-  1002. 

sell,  52  W.  Va.  356,  43  8.  E.  107,  59  17.  Patterson  v.  Wollmann,  5  N.  D. 

L.R.A.  613,  an  appeal  was  taken  by  608,  67  N.  W.  1040,  33  L.R.A.  536. 

a  ferryman  from  an  order  of  the  18.  Evans  v.  Kroutinger,  9  Idaho 

county  court  granting  a  rival  ferry,  153, 72  Pac.  882, 2  Ann.  Cas.  691.  See 

bnt  it  seems  that  appe^  of  this  nature  generally  Adversb  PossKSSiON,  toL  1, 

were  provided  by  the  statute.  p.  740 ;  Prahchisbs. 

11.  Burlington,  etc.,  Ferry  Co.  v.  19.  Milton  v.  Haden,  d2  Ala.  30,  70 
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land  a  legal  origin  for  the  right  of  ferry  will  be  presumed  from  long 
continued  uninterrupted  user.**  It  seema  that  the  prescriptive  right 
to  a  public  ferry  ia  founded  solely  on  the  presumption  that  there 
was  originally  a  grant;  wherefore,  according  to  Blackstone,  in  the 
matter  of  rights  and  liabilities  such  a  ferry  is  perfectly  assimilated  to 
one  established  by  an  extant  grant.*  The  prescription,  however, 
attaches  to  the  landing  rather  than  to  the  use  and  occupation  of  the 
water.  In  one  case  it  was  said  that  if  a  prescriptive  nghi  in  navi^ble 
waters  is  gained  it  must  be  on  this  theory,  for  the  reason  that  in  thus 
operating  on  the  water  the  individual  does  nothing  to  challenge  the 
general  right.*  To  establish  a  ferry  by  prescription  the  use  must 
have  been  for  a  public  ferry.  If  the  use  has  been  private  it  cannot . 
ripen  into  a  public  ferry  by  prescription.* 

6.  Private  Ferries. — ^The  means  maintained  by  individuals  for 
personal  use  in  crossing  a  stream  are  sometimes  cpoken  of  in  the 
cases  as  private  ferries.*  But  the  ov/ner  of  a  boat  who  is  free  to  go 
and  carry  what  and  when  he  pleases  is  not  considered  in  law  as  a 
ferryman.*  A  private  ferry  is  mainly  for  the  use  of  the  owner ;  and 
though  he  may  take  pay  for  ferriage  he  does  not  follow  it  as  a  busi- 
ness. His  ferry  is  not  open  to  the  public  at  its  demand.  He  may, 
or  may  not,  keep  it  going.*  Private  persons  have  the  right  to  keep 
and  use  boats  on  a  river  for  their  own  accommodation  in  pas^ng 
over  it  and  transporting  their  families,  servants,  and  goods,  and 
occasionally  to  carry  across  a  friend  or  a  customer  and  his  purchases,' 
or  to  use  a  stream  as  a  public  highway  from  or  to  all  towns  or 
places  on  its  banks,^  and  any  person  owning  the  land  on  both  sides 
of  a  river  may  maintain  a  ferry  for  bis  own  use,  provided  he  does 

Am.  Dec.  523;  Chenango  Bridge  Co.  v.  6.  Futeh  v.  Bohannon,  134  Oa.  313 

Paige,  83  N.  T.  1178,  38  Am.  Rep.  67  S.  E.  814,  19  Ann.  Cas.  1032  and 

407;  Smitb  v.  Harkins,  38  N.  C.  613,  note,  30  L.R.A.(N.S.)  462. 

44  Am.  Dc.  83;  Bird  v.  Smith,  8  7.  Vallejo    Ferry   Co.    v.  Solano 

Watts  (Pa.)  434,  34  Am.  Dec.  483;  Aquatic  Club,  165  Cal.  255,  131  Pac. 

Hudson  V.  Cuero  Land,  etc.,  Co.,  47  864,  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  1197  and  note; 

Tex.  56,  28  Am.  Rep.  289.  Enfield  Toll  Bridge  Co.  v.  Hartford, 

Notes:  59  L.R.A.  515;  12  Eng.  Rnl.  etc.,  R.  Co.,  17  Conn.  40,  42  Am.  Dec. 

Cas.  163.  726;  Futch  v.  Bohannon,  134  Ga.  313, 

20.  Note:  12  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  162.  67  S.  E.  814,  19  Ann.  Cas.  1032,  30 

1.  McGowen  v.  Stark,  1  Nott  &  L.R.A.(N.S.)  462;  Warren  v.  Tanner, 
MeC.  (S.  C.)  387,  9  Am,  Dec  712.  56  S.  W.  167,  21  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1678,  49 
See  infra,  par.  10  et  seq.  L.R.A.  248;  Peru  v.  Barret,  100  Me. 

2.  Bird  V.  Smith,  8  Watta  (Pa.)  213,  60  Atl.  968,  109  A.  S.  R.  494,  70 
434,  34  Am.  Dec.  483.  L.RA.  667;  Alexandria,  etc.,  Ferry 

3.  Littlejohn  v.  Jones,  2  McMuL  L.  Co.  Wisch,  73  Mo.  655,  39  Am.  Rep. 
{S.  C.)  365,  39  Am.  Dee.  132.  535. 

4.  Self  T.  Dunn,  42  Oa.  528,  6  Am.  Note :  19  Ann.  Cas.  1033  et  seq. 
Rep.  544.  8.  Hunter  v.  Moore,  44  Ark.  184, 

5.  State  V.  Clarke,  2  McCord  L.  (S.  61  Am.  Rep.  589;  Broadnax  v.  Baker, 
C.)  47,  13  Am.  Dec.  701.  94  N.  C.  675,  55  Am.  Rep.  633. 
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it  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  public  easement,  without  any  author- 
ity  from  the  legislature,  and  even  in  defiance  of  a  legislative  pro- 
hibition *  But  a  person  will  not  be  allowed  to  maintain  a  public 
ferry  under  the  guise  of  exercising  his  private  rights  of  ferriage;** 
DOT  is  a  person  Toluntarily  running  a  boat  on  a  public  water,  with- 
out any  right  to  carry  passengers  for  hire,  such  a  ferryman  as  to  be 
exempt  from  military  duty  under  an  act  exempting  ferrymen.** 
7.  Establishment  of  Interstate  Ferries. — Subject  to  t^e  paramount 
authority  of  Congress — in  which  connection  it  ^ould  be  remembered 
that  the  Act  of  1887  includes  ferries  operated  in  connection  with 
railroads  within  the  definition  of  "railroad,"  and  that  a  tax  on  the 
business  of  ferrying  may  constitute  an  interference  with  interstate  or 
international  commerce  ** — a  state  may  establish  and  operate  ferries 
from  its  own  shores  across  a  navigable  river  separating  it  from  an- 
other state."  It  is  not  necessary  to  the  validity  of  such  a  grant  that 
there  be  concurrent  action  by  either  the  state  which  borders  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river  or  by  Congress  or  that  the  grantee  have  the 
ri^t  of  landing  on  the  other  side  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
state  granting  the  franchise.*^  Under  this  rule  one  state  can  neither 
prohibit  another  from  granting  a  feny  right  on  its  own  side  of  the 
stream  nor  establish  a  ferry  from  the  shore  of  the  other  state.**  The 
right  of  the  grantee  to  land  on  the  other  side  is  the  same  as  that  of  all 
others  navigating  the  stream — he  cannot  land  on  private  property 
without  permission,*^  but  he  may  land  at  a  public  wharf  or  beach 
on  the  payment  of  the  reasonable  fees  charged  thereat**  The  gen- 


9.  Chenango  Bridge  Co.  t.  Paige, 
83  N.  y.  178,  38  Am.  Rep.  407, 

Note:  19  Ann.  Cas.  1033. 

10.  See  supra,  par.  3. 

11.  State  T.  Clarke,  2  McCord  L. 
(S.  C.)  47, 13  Am.  Dec  701. 

12.  See  infra,  par.  9.  And  see  COM- 
UERCE,  vol.  5,  p.  754  et  seq. 

13.  Gloucester  Ferry  Co.  v.  Pennsyl- 
vania, 114  U.  S.  196,  5  S.  Ct.  826,  29 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  158;  State  v.  Faudre, 
54  W.  Va.  122,  46  S.  E.  269, 102  A.  S. 
R.  927,  1  Ann.  Cas.  104,  63  L.R.A. 
877. 

Notes:  27  A.  S.  R.  555;  59  L.R.A. 
518. 

14.  Vallejo  Ferry  Co.  v.  Solano 
Aquatic  Club,  165  Cal.  255,  131  Pae. 
864,  Ann.  Caa,  1914C  1197;  Nixon  v. 
Reid,  8  S.  D.  507,  67  N.  W.  57,  32 
L.RA.  316;  Gulf,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Dwy- 
«r,  76  Tex.  572,  12  S.  W.  1001, 16  A. 


S.  R.  926,  7  L.B.A.  478;  State  v.  Fau- 
dre, 54  W.  Va.  122,  46  S.  E.  269,  102 
A.  S.  R.  927, 1  Ann.  Cas.  104  and  note, 
63  L.RJL.  877. 

15.  State  V.  Faudre,  54  W.  Va.  122, 
46  S.  E.  269, 102  A.  S.  ^,  927, 1  Ann. 
Cas.  104,  63  L.R.A.  877. 

16.  Burlington,  etc.,  Ferrv  Co.  v. 
Davis,  48  la.  133,  30  Am.  Rep.  390; 
State  V.  Faudre,  54  W.  Va.  122,  46 
S.  E.  269,  102  A.  S.  R.  927,  1  Ann. 
Cas.  104,  63  L.R.A.  877. 

17.  Bird  v.  Smith,  8  Watts  (Pa.) 
434,  34  Am.  Dec.  483;  State  v.  Faudre, 
54  W.  Va.  122,  46  S.  E.  269,  102 
A.  S.  R.  627,  1  Ann.  Cas.  104,  63 
L.R.A.  877. 

18.  Sistersville  Ferry  Co.  v.  Russell, 
52  W.  Va.  356,  43  S.  E.  107,  59  L.R.A. 
513;  State  v.  Faudre,  54  W.  Va.  122, 
46  S.  £.  269, 102  A.  S.  R.  927, 1  Ann. 
Gas.  104,  63  L.RJL  877. 
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end  right  of  a  ferryman  as  to  landings  is  treated  elsewhere  in  tiiis 
article.^*   The  point  of  departure  is  the  home  of  the  ferry.'* 

8.  Regulation  Generally. — Ferries  are  subject  to  regulation  by  the 
power  granting  the  franchise.*  They  are  not  authorized  for  remunera- 
tive purposes  to  the  owners  only,  but  for  the  benefit  of  the  public, 
whose  interest  is  the  first  and  paramount  object  of  the  legislature; 
and,  in  the  absence  of  express  law,  the  legislature  should  not  be  pre- 
sumed to  have  intended  to  deprive  itself  of  the  power  of  promoting 
that  object 

9.  Regulation  of  Interstate  Ferries. — There  is  a  strong  line  of  . 
state  cases  sustaining  the  power  of  a  state  to  regulate  interstate  ferries 
so  far  as  concerns  operations  at  the  terminal  within  its  boundary.* 
So,  it  has  been  held  that  a  state  may,  under  its  police  power,  require 
tiie  keeper  of  a  bar  on  a  ferryboat  making  regular  trips  from  another 
state,  where  it  is  owned,  to  pay  a  license  tax  for  the  privilege  of  selling 
liquors  while  the  boat  is  within  its  jurisdiction.^  But  a  law  of  one 
state  regulating  ferry  charges  across  a  river  does  not  apply  to  a  ferry 
established  by  the  state  on  the  opposite  side  and  carrying  passengers 
from  its  shores  to  the  former  state.*  And,  of  course,  an  interstate 
ferry  is  subject  to  federal  regulation  in  so  far  as  its  business  con- 
stitutes interstate  commerce;  *  wherefore  its  landing  or  traffic  cannot 
be  prohibited  or  taxed.' 


10.  Manner  of  Granting  Franchise  and  Persons  Entitled  Thereto. — 
The  legislature  prescribes  the  manner  of  granting  ferry  franchises, 

19.  See  infnu  par.  11.  2.  Notes:  59  LJt.A.  642;  12  Eng. 

20.  Vallejo  Ferry  Co.  v.  Solimo  Rul.  Gas.  164. 

Aquatic  Club,  166  Cal.  256,  131  Pae.  3.  Gnlf,  C,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Dwyer, 
864,  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  1197;  SiatersviUe  75  Tex.  572,  12  S.  W.  1001,  16  A.  S. 
Fen7  Co.  v.  Russell,  62  W.  Va.  356,  r.  926,  7  L.R.A.  478;  State  v.  Faudre, 
43  S.  E.  107,  69  L.R.A.  513;  State  v.  54  w.  Va.  122,  46  S.  E.  269, 102  A.  S. 
Faudre,  64  W.  Va.  122,  46  S.  E.  269,  927,  1  Ann.  Cas.  104  and  note  63 
102  A.  S.  R.  927,  1  Ann.  Caa.  104,  63  l  r  ^  877 


in.  FeRRT  FbAITCHISB  and  iNCmENTS 


L.R.A.  877. 


4.  Harrell  v.  Speed,  113  Tenn,  224, 
81  S.  W.  840,  106  A.  S.  R.  814,  3 
Ann.  Cas.  260,  1  LJl.A.(N.S.)  639. 

5.  State  V.  Faudre,  54  W.  Va.  122, 
46  S.  E.  269, 102  A.  S.  R.  927, 1  Ann. 
Cas.  104,  63  L.RA..  877. 


1.  The  Binghamton  Bridge,  3  Wall. 
61,  18  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  137;  Babcoek  v. 
Herbert,  3  Ala.  392,  37  Am.  Dec.  696; 
Evans  v.  Kroutinger,  9  Idaho  153,  72 
Pac.  882,  2  Ann.  Cas.  691;  New  York 
Cent.,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Hu^n  Gonnty 
Freeholdera,  76  N.  J.  L.  664,  74  AtL 
954,  16  Ann.  Cas.  858;  Lansing  t. 
Smith,  4  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  9,  21  Am.  Dec 
89 ;  Chenango  Bridge  Co.  v.  Paige,  83 
N.  Y.  178,  38  Am.  Rep.  407;  Simon  v. 
Northup,  27  Ore.  487,  40  Pac.  660, 
30  L.R.A.  171. 


6.  Helena-Glendale  Steam  Ferry 
Co.  T.  SUte,  101  Miss.  65,  57  So.  362, 
Ann.  Cas.  1914B  682;  Kixon  v.  Reid, 
8  S.  D.  507,  67  N.  W.  57,  32  LJLA; 
315. 


7.  Helena-Glendale  Steam  Feriy 
Co.  V.  State,  101  Hiss.  65,  67  80.  36^ 


Note:  27  A.  S.  R.  565. 


Note:  27  A.  S.  B.  565. 
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to  whom  they  may  be  granted,  the  conditions  and  terms  upon  which 
they  may  be  held,  and  the  duty  of  the  grantee  to  the  public  in  their 
exercise,  and  also  provides  for  their  forfeiture  upon  the  failure  of 
the  grantee  to  perform  that  duty.®  In  the  past  it  was  very  common 
for  the  legislature  to  enact  private  statutes  enfranchising  ferry  com- 
panies;* but  at  present  they  are  usually  provided  for  by  general 
statute  and  to  make  them  valid  the  essential  provisions  of  the  statute 
must  be  complied  with.  There  is  usually  a  provision  for  notice  to 
interested  persons,  and  if  such  notice  is  not  given  they  will  not  be 
bound.^0  No  set  form  of  words  is  necessary  in  the  grant;  any  words 
which  show  clearly  and  explicitly  the  intention  of  the  legislature  being 
sufficient.**  In  an  application  for  a  ferry  franchise  the  location  of 
the  proposed  ferry  is  suQiciently  described  if  it  designates  the  lands 
of  one  individual  on  one  side  to  those  of  another  on  the  other  side." 
Often  bids  are  received  for  the  privilege  and  the  franchise  is  granted 
to  the  highest  bidder."  A  preference  is  usually  given,  in  granting 
a  ferry  franchise,  to  the  riparian  owner  at  the  place  in  question ;  ** 
but  this  is  not  usually  recognized  as  an  absolute  right  incident  to 
such  ownership,**  though  it  has  been  held  that  a  ferry  franchise  is 
so  incident  to  riparian  ownership  that  it  can  be  granted  to  none  others 
than  those  who  own  the  land  at  one  or  the  other  of  its  terminal  con- 
nections, unless  such  proprietor  or  proprietors  refuse  to  exercise  it, 
when  it  may  be  conferred  upon  another."  In  an  application  for  a 
franchise  for  an  interstate  ferry  the  applicant  need  not  show  that  ha 
has  a  right  of  landing  on  the  opposite  shore.''  The  franchise  ia 
usually  granted  for  a  term  of  years.** 

Ann.  Cas.  1914B  682  and  note;  Qulf,  608,  67  N.  W.  1040,  33  L.B.A.  636. 

C,  etc.,  R.  Co.  V.  Dwyer,  75  Tex.  572,     Note :  59  L.R.A.  533. 

12  S.  W.  1001,  16  A.  S.  R.  926,  7     14.  Hudson  v.  Cuero  Land,  etc.,  Co. 

L.R.A.  478;  State  v.  Faudre,  54  W.  47  Tex.  66,  26  Am.  Rep.  289. 

Va.  122,  46  S.  E.  269,  102  A.  S.  B.     Notea:  26  Am.  Rep.  294;  59  L.RA. 

927,  1  Amu  Cas.  104,  63  L.R-A.  877.  528. 

Note:  27  A.  S.  R.  555.  15.  Hudson  v.  Cuero  Land,  etc,  Co., 

See  CoHMEBCB,  vol.  5,  p.  253  et  47  Tex.  56,  26  Am.  Rep.  280;  State  v. 

Beq.  Faudre,  54  W.  Va.  122,  46  S.  E.  269, 

8.  Lippencott  v.  AUander,  27  la.  102  A.  S.  R.  927,  1  Ann.  Cas.  104,  63 
460, 1  Am.  Rep.  299.  See  Fbamchises.  L.R.A.  877. 

9.  Alexandria,  etc..  Ferry  Co.  v.  16.  Broadnaz  v.  Baker,  94  N.  C. 
Wisch,  73  Mo.  655,  39  Am.  Rep.  535.  675,  55  Am.  Rep.  633. 

10.  Note:  69  L.RA.  627.  17.  SistersvUle  Ferry  Co.  v.  RosseU, 

11.  McOowen  v.  Staxk,  1  Nott  &  52  W.  Va.  356, 43  S.  E.  107, 59  LJI.A. 
McC.  (S.  C.)  387, 9  Am.  Dee.  712.  613. 

12.  Sisteraville  Ferry  Co.  v.  RosseU,  18.  Haekett  v.  Multnomah  R.  Co., 
52  W.  Va.  356,  43  S.  E.  107, 69  Lit.A,  12  Ore.  124,  6  Pac.  659,  53  Am.  Rep. 
613.  327;  MeGowen  v.  Stark,  1  Nott  & 

18.  Patterson  t.  WoUmaiui,  S  N.  D.  McC.  (S.  C.)  387,  9  Am.  Dee.  712. 
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11.  Land  and  Landings. — ^Tbere  seems  to  be  a  difference  of  opin- 
ion as  to  the  right  of  a  ferry  to  use  a  public  road  as  a  landing.^*  On 
the  one  band  it  is  said  that  when  the  landings  and  outlets  of  a  ferry 
are  part  of  an  established  highway  the  owner  of  the  feny  may  land 
and  receive  freight  and  passengers  in  the  highway  on  the  banks  of 
the  stream  without  the  consent  of  the  owner  of  the  soil.^  Opposed 
to  this  is  the  view  that  the  right  to  use  the  public  roads  for  such 
purposes  can  be  obtained  only  by  making  compensation  to  the  owner 
of  the  fee; '  for,  it  is  said,  the  dedication  of  ground  for  the  purpose 
of  a  public  road  gives  no  right  to  use  it  for  other  purposes.^  The 
legislature  has  no  power  to  give  the  right  to  take  land  for  the  purpose 
of  a  ferry  terminal  without  the  owner's  consent,  or  without  first 
making  compensation  or  giving  security  for  payment  of  its  value.* 
The  owner  of  the  soil  has  the  exclusive  right  of  landing  on  his  own 
soil  on  the  banks  of  all  navigable  rivers.*  But  the  grant  of  a  public 
ferry  franchise  necessarily  carries  with  it  the  right  to  secure  a  land- 
ing place  by  eminent  domain.'  The  right  to  land  may  also  rest  on 
prescription.*  As  shown  elsewhere  herein,  a  ferry  franchise  does 
not  carry  with  it  any  right  to  land  in  another  state '  or  country.*  The 
owner  of  a  ferry  may  maintain  an  action  for  the  disturbance  thereof 
against  persons  who,  by  obstructions  in  the  river,  cause  injuries, 
mediate  or  immediate,  to  the  landings,  thereby  diminishing  the  profits 
of  the  ferry,  and  subjecting  the  owner  to  increased  labor  and  expense 
in  the  use  of  his  franchise.* 

12.  Occupation  of  Water. — ^The  owner  of  a  ferry  franchise  has  the 
right  to  occupy  the  waters  in  common  with  all  other  persons.  Hence 
a  riparian  owner  on  a  navigable  stream  has.  no  right  to  maintain 
booms  along  the  shore  in  such  a  manner  as  to  interfere  with  the 
operation  of  a  ferry  across  the  stream,  and  is  not  entitled  to  com- 


19.  Note:5gL.R.A.  536. 

20.  Patrick  V.  Raffner,  2  Rob.  (Va.) 
209,  40  Am.  Dec.  740. 

1.  Broadnax  v.  Baker,  94  N.  C. 
675,  65  Am.  R«p.  633;  Cooper  v. 
Smitfa,  9  Serg.  &  B.  (Pa.)  26, 11  Am. 
Dec.  658. 

Note:  69  L.R.A.  535. 

2.  Cooper  v.  Smith,  9  Scig.  ft  R. 
(Pa.)  26,  11  Am.  Dec.  658.  See  gen- 
erally, Dedication,  vol.  8,  p.  908  et 
seq.;  Highways. 

3.  Cooper  v.  Smith,  9  Serg,  &  R. 
(Pa.)  26,  11  Am.  Dec  658;  Pitts- 
burgh, etc.,  R.  Co.  V.  Jones,  111  Pa.  St. 
204,  2  Atl.  410,  56  Am.  Rep.  260 ;  State 
T.  Faadre,  54  W.  Va.  122,  46  S.  E.  269, 
102  A.  S.  R.  927, 1  Ann.  Cas.  104,  63 
L.R.A.  877. 


Notes:  59  LJt.A.  535;  34  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  43L 

See  generally,  Emznbnt  Doiuin, 
vol.  10,  p.  124. 

4.  Pittsboi^h,  etc,  B.  Go.  v.  Jones, 
Ul  Pa.  St.  204,  2  AtL  410,  56  Am. 
Rep.  260. 

5.  Warner  t.  Ford  Lumber,  etc.,  Co., 
123  Ky.  103,  93  S.  W.  650,  12  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  667.  See  generally,  Ehinknt 
DoMAiK,  vol.  10,  p.  48. 

6.  Note:  59  L.RA.  637. 

7.  Sec  supra,  par.  9. 

8.  Vallejo  Ferry  Co.  v.  Solano 
Aquatic  Club,  165  Cal.  255,  31  Pac. 
864,  Ann.  Cas.  1914C  1197. 

0.  Patrick  v.  Ruffner,  2  Rob.  (Va.) 
209,  40  Am.  Dec  740. 
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pensation  in  case  of  the  establishment  of  a  ferry  which  will  interfere 
with  such  booms.^^  Conversely,  a  franchise  to  navigate  a  river  with 
a  public  ferry  without  competition  merely  authorizes  the  use  of  the 
river  subject  to  the  restrictions  made  by  the  commonwealth,  and 
confers  no  other  right  not  common  to  all  peisons.^^  The  use  of 
cables  in  the  maintenance  of  ferries  on  some  streams  appears  to  be  a 
great  convenience,  if  not  a  necessity,  but  in  the  absence  of  legislative 
enactment  other  boats  or  objects  of  navigation  cannot  be  required 
to  yield  any  portion  of  their  abstract  rights  to  move  at  pleasure  on 
or  through  the  water  for  the  benefit  of  such  ferries." 

13,  Tolls. — ^Rates  of  toll  are  subject  to  governmental  regulation,** 
and  where  power  to  regulate  is  delegated  to  subordinate  authorities 
their  decision  is  not  usually  reviewable  by  appeal.**  The  owner  of 
a  ferry  franchise  is  entitled  to  charge  such  tolls  as  are  allowed  by  the 
franchise  granting  power,**  and  should  adhere  strictly  to  the  estab- 
lished rates;  **  but  he  may  carry  articles  othw  than  those  enumerated 
in  the  schedules  of  rates  of  toll  and  may  charge  a  reasonable  amount 
for  such  services,  and  if  payment  is  refused  it  seems  that  the  proper 
course  for  him  to  pursue  is  to  refuse  carriage.*'  Generally  the  author- 
ity of  a  ferry  ticket  collector  is  hmited  to  the  collection  of  tickets 
valid  on  their  face,  and  where  the  statements  of  the  passenger  as  to 
the  use  of  his  ticket  conflict  with  its  face  marks  the  collector  is  not 
authorized  either  to  inquire  into  or  decide  on  the  truth  of  such  state- 
ments, but  must  be  governed  solely  by  the  intrinsic  effect  of  the 
ticket  as  expressed  on  its  face  at  the  time  of  its  tender  for  passage.*^ 

10.  Warner  v.  Ford  Lumber,  etc.,  712;  59  L.B»&.  643;  6  L.BA.(K.S.) 
Co.,  123  Ky.  103,  93  S.  W.  650,  12  835. 

LJIA.(N.S.)    667.     See   generally,     14.  Note:  8  LJtA.(N.S.)  632. 
Waters.  15.  Gates  v.   MeDanie!^  2  Stew. 

11.  Warner  v.  Ford  Lumber,  etc.,  (Ala.)  211,  19  Am.  Deo.  49;  Dufoar 
Co.,  123  Ky,  103,  93  S.  W.  650,  12  v.  Stacey,  90  Ky.  288, 14  S.  W,  48,  29 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  667;  Pittsburgh,  ete.,  R.  A.  S.  R.  374;  Pern  v.  Bamtt,  100  He. 
Co.  T.  Jones,  lU  Pa.  St.  204,  2  AtL  213,  60  Aa  968, 109  A.  S.  R.  494,  70 
410,  56  Am.  Rep.  260.  L.R.A.  567;  MeGowen  t.  Stark,  1  Nott 

12.  The  Imperial,  38  Fed.  614,  3  ,&  McC.  (S.  C.)  387,  9  Am.  Dec.  712; 
L.R.A.  234.  State  v.  Faudre,  54  W.  Va.  122,  46 

13.  Babcock  v.  Herbert,  3  Ala.  392,  S.  E.  269, 102  A.  S.  R.  927, 1  Ann.  Caa. 
37  Am.  Dec.  695;  Kelly  v.  Altemus,  34  104,  63  L.R.A.  877. 

Ark.  184,  36  Am.  Rep.  6;  New  York      Note:  59  L.R.A.  546. 

Cent.,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Hudson  County      16,  Kelly  v.  Altemus,  34  Ark.  184, 

Freeholders,  76  N.  J.  L.  664,  74  Atl.  36  Am.  Rep.  6. 

954,  16  Ann.  Cas.  858;  Lansing  v.  17.  Kelly  v.  Altemus,  34  Ark.  184, 
Smith,  4  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  9,  21  Am.  36  Am.  Rep.  6. 

Dec.  89;  State  v.  Faudre,  54  W.  Va.  18.  Wilson  v.  West  Jersey,  etc,  R. 
122,  46  S.  E.  269,  102  A.  S.  R.  927,  1  Co.,  83  N.  J.  L.  755,  86  AtL  347,  43 
Ann.  Cas.  104, 63  L.R.A.  877.  LJt.A.(Ni(.)  1148. 

Notes:  33  LJRA.  180;  87  L.R.A. 
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14.  Exclusiveness  of  Franchise  Generally. — Although  cases  are  to 
be  found  to  the  contrary,**  the  general  rule  is  that  the  grant  of  a 
ferry  franchise  carries  with  it  the  right  to  exclusive  enjoyment,  within 
reasonable  limits,  of  the  privilege  thus  bestowed;^  the  legislature 
usually  prescribing  the  limit  within  which  the  licensee  shall  have 
exclusive  rights.^  And  a  ferry  by  prescription,  being  based  on  a 
presumption  of  a  grant,'  is  entitled  to  the  same  protection/  so  that 
tihe  owner  has  his  remedy  by  action  against  one  who  operatee  another 
ferry  so  near  as  to  draw  away  his  custom  *  But,  of  course,  it  must 
appear  that  the  operation  of  the  rival  medium,  whether  ferry  or 
bridge,  is  an  actual  infringement  of  the  legal  rights  of  the  ferry- 
man* And  an  exclusive  franchise  does  not  prevent  the  public  use 
of  the  river  as  a  highway  between  points  above  and  below.*  One 
reason  for  making  the  franchise  exclusive  is  to  insure  ample  accom- 
modation to  the  public  at  all  times; '  wherefore,  and  also  in  view  of 


19.  Hudspeth  v.  Ha!1, 113  Ga.  4,  38  104,  63  L.R.A.  877;  Sisteraville  Ferry 
S.  E.  358,  84  A.  S.  R.  200;  Pittsburgh,  Co.  v.  Russell,  52  W.  Va.  356,  43  S.  W. 
etc.,  R.  Co.  V.  Jones,  111  Pa.  St.  204,  107,  69  L.R.A.  513. 

2  Atl.  410,  5G  Am.  Rep.  260;  Hudson  Notes;  44  Am.  Dec  92;  65  Am. 

v.  Cuero  Land,  etc.,  Co.,  47  Tex.  66,  Dec.  543;  37  L.RA.  712;  12  Eng.  Rul. 

26  Am.  Rep.  289  and  note.  Cas.  163,  164. 

Note:  9  Am.  Dec.  233.  See  generally.  Franchises. 

20.  Gates  v.  McDaniel,  2  Stew.  1.  The  Binghamton  Bridge,  3  Wall. 
(Ala.)  211, 19  Am.  Dec.  49;  Hunter  v.  51,  18  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  137;  Wiggins 
Moore,  44  Ark.  184,  51  Am.  Rep.  589;  Ferry  Co.  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  B.  Co.,  73 
Norris  v.  Farmers',  etc.,  Co.,  6  Cat  Mo.  389,  39  Am.  Rep.  519. 

690,  65  Am.  Dec.  535;  Vatlejo  Ferry  2.  See  supra,  par.  5. 

Co.  V.  Solano  Aquatic  Club,  165  Cal.  3.  McGowen  v.  Stark,  1  Nott  & 

255,  131  Pac.  864,  Ann.  Caa.  1914C  McC.  (S.  C.)  387,  9  Am.  Dec.  712. 

1197;  Burlington,  etc*.  Ferry  Co.  v.  4.  Newbuigh  Turnpike  v.  Miller,  6 

Davis,  48  la.  133,  30  Am.  Rep.  390;  Johns.  Ch.  (N.  T.)  101,  9  Am.  Dec. 

Warren  v.  Tanner,  56  S.  W.  167,  21  274;  Bird  v.  Smith,  8  Watts  (Pa.)  434, 

Ky.  U  Rep.  1678,  49  L.R.A.  248;  34  Am.  Dec.  483.    See  infra,  par.  30, 

Warner  v.  Ford  Lumber,  etc.,  Co.,  123  as  to  remedies  for  infringement. 

Ky.  103,  93  S.  W.  650,  12  L.R.A.  6.  Huzzey  v.  Field,  2  C.  M.  &  R, 

(N.S.)  667;  Wiggins  Ferry  Co.  v.  432,  4  L.  J.  Exch.  239,  1  Gale  166,  6 

Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  73  Mo.  389,  39  Tyrw.  855, 12  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  138  and 

Am.  Rep.  519;  Newburgh  Turnpike  v.  note;  Hopkins  v.  Great  Northern  R. 

MiUer,  5  Johns.  Ch.  (N.  Y.)  101,  9  Am.  Co.,  2  Q.  B.  D.  224,  44  L.  J.  Q.  B. 

Dec.  274;  Patterson  v.  WoUmann,  5  265,  36  L.  T.  N.  S.  898,  12  Eng.  Rul. 

N.  D.  608,  67  N.  W.  2040,  33  L.R.A.  Cas.  149  and  note. 

636;  Pittsburgh,  etc.,  B.  Co.  v.  Jone%  Note:  69  L.RA.  546. 

Ill  Pa.  St.  204,  2  Atl.  410,  66  Am.  6.  Broadnaz  v.  Baker,  94  N.  C.  675, 

Rep.  260;  MeOowen  v.  Stark,  1  Nott  65  Am.  Rep.  633. 

ft  McC.  (S.  C.)  387,  9  Am.  Deo.  712;  Note:  12  Eng.  Rnl.  Cas.  164. 

Njxon  V.  Reid,  8  S.  D.  507,  67  N.  W.  7.  Norris  v.  Farmers',  etc.,  Co.,  6 

67,  32  L.R.A.  315;  Patrick  v.  RufEner,  Cal.  590,  65  Am.  Dec.  535;  Warren  v. 

.2  Rob.  (Va.)  209,  40  Am.  Dec.  740;  Tanner,  56  S.  W.  167,  21  Ky.  L.  Rep. 

State  V.  Fandre,  54  W.  Va.  122,  46  8.  1678,  49  L.R.A.  248. 

E.  269,  102  A.  S.  R.  927,  1  Ann.  Cas.  Note:  69  L.B.A.  548. 
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the  burdens  imposed  on  the  licensee,^  XDonopolj}  when  embodied  in 
the  terms  of  the  franchise,  is  one  of  its  essential  elements,"  and  the 
licensee's  exclusive  right  to  take  tolls  is  the  consideration  for  his 
undertaking.  A  rival  ferry  would  deprive  him  of  this  right  and 
tend  to  defeat  his  franchise.^^  Hence,  thou^  there  seems  to  be 
considerable  authority  to  the  contrary,*^  in  numerous  instances  it 
has  been  adjudged  that  a  free  ferry  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
one  regularly  licensed  and  receiving  toll  is  no  less  an  infringement 
than  a  toll  ferry.**  So,  indirect  means  devised  for  the  purpose  of 
infringing  a  ferry  franchise  are  equally  as  unlawful  as  the  direct 
and  open  operation  of  a  rival  ferry.*'  There  are  cases  holding  that 
there  is  no  common  law  proprietorship  in  a  ferry  and  that  an  exclu- 
sive right  is  entirely  statutory.**  In  any  event,  the  extent  of  the 
monopoly  depends  entirely  on  the  local  conditions,  and  if  n6t  defined 
by  general  statutes  it  is  usually  fully  expressed  in  the  grant.**  At 
the  present  day  exclusive  grante  of  ferry  franchises  are  not  so  preva- 
lent as  formerly.  With  the  changed  conditions  and  ever  increasing 
public  necessities  they  are  not  so  essential  as  they  were  in  early 
times.  In  thickly  populated  centers  where  the  public  convenience 
demands  additional  facilities  for  crossing  a  body  of  water  and  exclu- 
siveness  was  not  an  element  of  the  grant,  a  ferry  franchise  is  not 
infringed  by  the  authorization  of  other  facilities.*'  Nor  does  a  ferry 
license  granted  by  a  county  court  under  a  statute  making  it  unlawful 
for  the  court  to  grant  a  license  for  a  ferry  within  a  certain  distance 
of  any  other  ferry,  constitute  a  contractual  obligation  which  is  im- 
paired by  a  later  statute  which  specially  authorizes  the  establishm^t 
of  a  ferry  within  such  distance.*^   The  principles  controlling  most 

8.  See  infra,  par.  19  et  seq.  T.)  101,  9  Am.  Dec  274. 

9.  Hunter  v.  Moore,  44  Ark.  184,  14.  Lang  v.  Scott,  X  Blaekf.  (Ind.) 
51  Am.  Rep.  589;  Norris  v.  Farmers',  405, 12  Am.  Dee.  257;  Peru  t.  Barrett, 
etc.,  Co.,  6  Cal.  590,  65  Am.  Dec.  535;  100  He.  213,  aO  Atl.  968,  109  A.  S. 
Broadnax  v.  Baker,  94  N.  C.  675,  55  R.  494,  70  LJtA.  567. 

Am.  Rep.  633.  15.  Norris  v.  Farmers',  etc,  Co.,  6 

10.  Gates  T.  UcDanielB,  2  Stew.  Cal.  590,  65  Am.  Dec  535;  State  v. 
(Ala.)  211,  19  Am.  Dec  49;  New-  Clarke,  2  McC.  L.  (S.  C.)  47, 13  Am. 
burgh  Turnpike  v.  Miller,  6  Johns.  Dec.  70L 

Ch.  (N.  Y.)  101,  9  Am.  Dec.  274;  Mc-  16.  Dyer  v.  Tuskaloosa  Bridge  Co., 
Gowen  v.  Starl?,  1  Nott  &  McC.  (S.  C.)  2  Port.  (Ala.)  296,  27  Am.  Dec  655; 
387,  9  Am.  Dec  712.  Sistersrille  Ferry  Co.  v.  Russell,  52 

11.  Note:  69  L.RA.  547.  W.  Va.  356,  43  S.  E.  107,  59  L.R.A. 

12.  Norris  V.  Farmers',  etc,  Co.,  6  513  and  note. 

Cal.  590,  65  Am.  Dec  535.  Note:  30  L.R.A.(N.S.)  4G4. 

Notes:  59  L.R.A.  548;  12  Eng.  Rul.  17.  Williams  t.  Wingo,  177  V.  S. 
Cas.  164.  601,  20  S.  Ct.  793,  44  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

13.  Vallejo  Ferry  Co.  v.  Solano  905.  See  generally,  Constitutionai« 
Aquatic  Club,  165  Cal.  255,  131  Pac  Law,  vol.  6,  p.  338  et  seq.  See  also 
864,  Anp.  Cas.  1914C  1197;  Newburgh  Guinbnt  Dohaik,  vol.  10,  pp.  75-76; 
Turnpike  v.  MUler,  5  Johns.  Ch.  (N.  Franchises. 
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of  the  questions  discusBed  in  this  paragraph  are  closely  assimilated 
to  those  applicable  to  bridges  in  the  same  connection.^^ 

15.  Bridge  as  Infringement  of  Ferry  Franchise. — In  some  juri»< 

dictions  it  seems  to  be  settled  that  a  railway  or  other  bridge  is  an 
infringement  of  an  exclusive  ferry  franchise  as  much  as  the  estab- 
lishment of  another  ferry,  and  that  the  holder  of  a  ferry  franchise 
has  a  right  to  enjoin  the  use  of  a  bridge  within  the  limits  of  the 
ferry  monopoly.^*  But  the  decisions  are  not  in  harmony  on  this 
and  there  is  abundant  authority  for  the  opposite  view,"  and  of  course 
if  the  ferry  franchise  is  not  exclusive  the  owner  has  no  right  which 
is  infringed  by  the  construction  of  a  bridge.*  In  England  it  is 
held  that  as  a  bridge  is  a  public  advantage,  it  would  be  defeating 
that  which  was  the  only  justification  for  granting  an  exclusive  ferry 
franchise  to  give  the  ferryman  an  injunction  restraining  the  erec- 
tion of  a  bridge  near  his  ferry.'  Especially  would  this  be  true  where 
the  bridge  was  erected  to  provide  for  new  trafBc*  It  is  also  said 
that  it  seems  to  be  extending  the  principle  of  liability  for  an  indirect 
violation  of  the  rights  of  the  owner  of  a  ferry  to  an  unreasonable 
extent  to  hold  that  it  extends  to  making  a  person  liable  to  an  action 
who  has  not  ferried  or  carried  passengers  by  boat  at  all.*  But  in 
England,  as  in  other  jurisdictions,  there  is  also  authority  for  the 
opposite  view  in  the  case  of  a  railroad  bridge.*  A  right  to  impair 
a  ferry  franchise  by  a  bridge  may  be  acquired  by  prescription.* 

16.  Infringement  by  Private  Ferry. — person  may  maintain  a 
private  ferry  for  his  personal  use  and  for  the  transportation  of  his 
property,  employees,  family,  or  an  occasional  guest.^  It  has  even 
been  held  that  a  private  ferry  is  no  infringement  of  a  public  ferry 


18.  See  Bridges,  vol.  4,  p.  204  et 
seq. 

19.  Gates  v.  McDaniel,  2  Stew. 
(Ala.)  211,  10  Am.  Dec.  49;  Norris 
V.  Farmers',  etc.,  Co.,  6  Cal.  590,  65 
Am.  Dec.  535. 

Notes:  59  L.R.A.  541,  548;  12  Ann. 
Cas.  255;  12  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  164. 

20.  Pittsburgh,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v. 
Jones,  111  Pa.  St.  204,  2  Aa  410,  56 
Am.  Rep.  260. 

Note:  59  L.R.A.  541,  548. 

See  also  Bridges,  vol.  4,  p.  205. 

1.  Dyer  v.  Tuskaloosa  Bridge  Co.,  2 
Port.  (Ala.)  296,  27  Am.  Dec.  655. 

Note:  12  Ann.  Cas.  256. 

2.  Dibden  v.  Skinow  [1908]  1  Ch. 
41,  77  L.  J.  Ch.  107.  71  J.  P.  555.  97 
L.  T.  N.  S.  658,  24  Times  L.  Rep.  70,  6 
L.  G.  R.  108,  12  Ann.  Cas.  252  and 
note,  1  British  Rul.  Cas.  333. 


3.  Hopkins  V.  Great  Northern  R. 
Co.,  2  Q.  B.  D.  224,  44  L.  J.  Q.  B. 
2G5,  36  L.  T.  N.  8.  898,  12  Eng.  Rul. 
Cas.  149. 

4.  DibdcT  V.  Skinow  [1908]  1  Ch. 
41,  77  L.  J.  Ch.  107,  71  J.  P.  555,  97 
L.  T.  N.  S.  658,  24  Times  L.  Rep.  70, 
6  L.  G.  R.  108,  12  Ann.  Cas.  252,  1 
British  Rul.  Cas.  333. 

5.  Note:  69  L.R.A.  548. 

6.  Jones  v.  Keith,  37  Tex.  394,  14 
Am.  Rep.  382. 

7.  Hunter  v.  Moore,  44  Ark.  184,  51 
Am.  Rep.  589;  Futch  v.  Bohannon, 
134  Ga.  313,  67  S.  E.  814, 19  Ann.  Cas. 
1032  and  note,  30  L.R.A.(N.S.)  462; 
Alexandria,  etc.,  Ferry  Co.  v.  Wiseh, 
73  Mo.  655,  39  Am.  Rep.  535. 

Notes:  59  LJtA.  547: 12  Eng.  RuL 
Cas.  164. 
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franchise  if  no  charge  is  made  for  the  ferriage  of  third  persons.' 
Generally,  however,  it  is  considered  that  the  establishment  of  a 
private  ferry,  either  free  or  toll,  may  constitute  an  infringement  of 
an  exclusive  ferry  franchise;'  and  it  has  been  held  that  a  com- 
bination of  persons  to  maintain  a  ferry  for  their  own  use  may  con- 
stitute such  an  infringement,  though  they  could  legally  operate 
severally  for  their  own  use.^^  The  diminution  in  the  number  of 
customers  that  would  use  the  ferry  but  for  the  interference  is  the 
measure  of  the  damages  recoverable  against  the  wrongdoer.** 

17.  Property  Rights  in  Franchise, — A  ferry  franchise  is  a  valu- 
able right.  It  is  property  created  by  the  sovereign  power  of  the 
state.*'  As  soon  as  the  grantee  begins  operations  under  it*'  such 
a  franchise  becomes  the  vested'*  private  property  of  the  grantfee, 
subject  only  to  the  governmental  control  growing  out  of  its  other 
nature  of  publici  juris,*'  Like  the  right  to  erect  and  maintain  a 
wharf,  it  is  ordinarily  held  to  have  its  foundation  in  the  owner- 
ship of  the  soil  or  in  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent  domain;  *• 
and  even  when  it  is  not  connected  with  the  ownership  of  land,  so 
that  no  one  can  have  seizin  of  it  as  of  land,  still  it  is  generally 
classed  with  real  estate,  is  subject  to  the  laws  which  govern  realty,*' 
sometimes  being  declared  by  statute  to  be  real  estate  held  by  the 
grantee  in  fee  simple,*'  and  is  an  incorporeal  hereditament,**  subject 


8.  Note:  19  Ann.  Cas.  1034. 

9.  Peru  V.  Barrett,  100  Me.  213,  60 
Atl.  968,  109  A,  S.  R.  494,  70  L.R.A. 
567.  See  also  Broadnaz  v.  Baker,  94 
N.  C.  675,  55  Am.  Rep,  633. 

Note:  19  Ann.  Cas.  1033. 

10.  Vallejo  Ferry  Co.  v.  Solano 
Aquatic  Club,  165  Cal.  255,  131  Pac. 
864,  Ann.  Caa.  1914C  1197;  Warren  v. 
Tanner,  56  S.  W.  167,  21  Ky.  L.  Rep, 
1678,  49  L.R.A.  248. 

Notes:  30  L.R.A.(N.S.)  462;  19 
Ann.  Cas.  1035. 

11.  Broadnax  v.  Baker,  94  N.  C.  676, 
55  Am.  Rep.  633. 

12.  Conway  v.  Taylor,  1  Black  603, 
17  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  191;  Louisville,  etc.. 
Perry  Co.  v.  Kentucky,  188  U.  S.  385, 
23  S'.  Ct.  463,  47  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  513; 
DufouT  V.  Stacey,  90  Ky.  288, 14  S.  W. 
48,  29  A.  S.  R.  374;  State  v.  Faudre, 
54  W.  Va.  122,  46  S.  E.  269,  102  A. 
S.  R.  927, 1  Ann.  Cas.  104.  63  L.RA. 
877;  Dibden  v.  Skinow  [1908]  1  Ch, 
41,  77  L.  J.  Ch.  107,  71  J.  P.  555,  97 
L.  T.  N.  S.  658,  24  Times  L.  Rep.  70, 
6  L.  a.  R.  108,  12  Ann.  Cas.  252>  1 
British  Rul.  Cas.  333. 


Note:  2  Ann.  Cas.  693. 
Bee  generally  Franchises. 

13.  Clarke  v.  Colloway,  1  Sneed 
(Ky.)  46,  2  Am.  Dec.  706;  Smith  v. 
Harkins,  38  K.  C.  613,  44  Am.  Dee. 
83. 

Note :  2  Ann.  Cas.  693. 

14.  Sistersville  Ferry  Co.  v,  Russell, 
52  W.  Va.  356,  43  S.  E.  107,  59  L.B  JL 
513. 

15.  Evans  v.  Kroutinger,  9  Idaho 
153,  72  Pae.  882,  2  Ann.  Cas.  691; 
Lippencott  v.  Allander,  27  la.  460,  1 
Am.  Rep.  299;  Dufour  v.  Stacey,  90 
Ky.  288,  14  S.  W.  48,  29  A.  S.  H. 
374;  Patrick  v.  Ruffner,  2  Rob.  (Va.) 
209,  40  Am.  Dec.  740. 

Note:59L.R.A.  515. 

16.  Evans  v.  Kroutii^^,  9  Idaho 
153,  72  Pac.  882,  2  Ann.  Cas.  691  and 
note;  Jefferson viUe  v.  Louisville,  etc.. 
Ferry  Co.,  27  Ind.  100,  89  Am.  Dee. 
495;  Patrick  v.  Ruffner,  2  Eob.  (Va.) 
209,  40  Am.  Dec.  740. 

17.  Note:  59  LJI.A.  516. 

18.  Puekett  t.  Smith,  6  Stroh.  L 
(S.  C.)  26,  53  Am.  Dec.  686. 

19.  Evans  v.  Kroatinger,  9  Idafa» 
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to  dower  *•  and  to  condemnation  under  the  power  of  eminent  domain.* 
Some  doubt  has  been  expressed  as  to  its  heritable  quality  *  This, 
however,  seems  justifiable  only  on  the  theory  that  the  particular 
franchise  in  question  was  granted  as  a  personal  trust  When  so 
ooi^dered  the  license  is  personal  to  the  licensee;'  and  thus  it  has 
been  declared  that  a  ferry  is  neither  land,  nor  an  incorporeal  heredita- 
ment, that  it  does  not  issue  out  of  land  and  is  not  appurtenant  to  it, 
but  is  a  public  franchise  granted  to  private  persons  for  a  limited  time.* 

18.  Transfer  of  Franchise. — That  a  ferry  franchise  is  transferable 
has  been  expressly  held  in  England ;  and  so  also  in  a  number  of  the 
American  states,  while  in  others  the  question  appears  to  be  an  open 
one.^  Certainly,  it  seems,  the  transfer  may  be  questioned  only  by 
the  granting  power,*  and  hence  is  valid  when  made  with  its  consent.' 
So,  sometimes,  under  statutory  provision,  the  franchise  may  be  sold 
under  execution  as  real  property,  the  purchaser  taking  also  all  prop- 
erties ordinarily  used  in  connection  therewith;  the  person  who  will 
take  the  franchise  for  the  shortest  time,  within  the  period  for  which 
the  license  was  issued,  in  satisfaction  of  the  execution,  being  con- 
sidered the  highest  bidder.^  It  has  been  held  that  a  contract  that 
one  shall  pass  toll  free  is  personal  and  does  not  bind  an  assignee 
of  the  ferry  *  And,  of  course,  the  franchise  itself  ia  not  assign- 
able when  it  is  deemed  to  be  a  personal  trust.*** 

19.  Duty  as  to  Equipment  and  Operation. — The  duties  of  a  ferry- 
man are  usually  fully  regulated  by  statute.  The  most  common 
requirements  are  that  he  shall  furnish  a  safe  and  sufficient  boat  or 
boats,  a  skilful  ferryman,  and  a  sufficient  force  to  manage  the  boat.'' 
In  otiier  words,  be  must  furnish  equipment  and  appliances  sufficient 


153,  72  Pac.  882, 2  Ann.  Cas.  691 ;  Lip- 
pencott  V.  AUander,  27  la.  460, 1  Am. 
Rep.  299;  Rees  v.  Lawless,  Litt.  Sel. 
Cas.  (Ky.)  184, 12  Am.  Dec.  295;  Du- 
four  V.  Staccy,  90  Ky.  288,  14  S.  W. 
48,  29  A.  S.  R.  374  and  oote;  Patrick 
T.  Ruffner,  2  Rob.  (Va.)  209,  40  Am. 
Dec.  740;  Tuckahoe  Canal  Co.  v.  Tuc- 
kahoe,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  XL  Leigh  (Va.)  42, 
36  Am.  Dec  374. 

Notes:  37  LJtA.  712,  69  L.RA. 
515;  2  Ann.  Caa.  693;  12  Eng.  RuL 
Cas.  163. 

20.  Note:  59  L.R.A.  516.  See  gen- 
erally Dower,  vol.  9,  p.  578. 

1.  See  infra,  par.  23.  See  also 
Eminent  Doiuin,  toI.  10,  p.  181; 
Franchises. 

2.  Evans  V.  Krontinger,  9  Idaho  163, 
72  P^e.  882,  2  Ann.  Cas.  691. 

3.  Note:  2  Ann.  Cas.  694. 


4.  UoTse  T.  Garner,  1  Strob.  L,  (8. 
C.)  514,  47  Am.  Dee.  565. 

6.  Evans  v.  Kioutinger,  9  Idaho  153, 
72  Pao.  882,  2  Ann.  Cas.  691  and  note. 

Note:  69  L.R.A.  643  et  seq. 

See  geno'aUy,  Franchises. 

6.  Evans  v.  ^outinger,  9  Idaho  163, 
72  Pac.  882,  2  Ann.  Gas.  691. 

7.  Nivon  V.  Reid,  8  S.  D.  607,  67 
N.  W.  57,  32  L.RA.  315. 

8.  Lippencott  t.  AUander,  27  la. 
460,  1  Am.  Rep.  299. 

9.  Morse  t.  Gamer,  1  Strob.  L.  (S. 
C.)  514,  47  Am.  Dec.  565. 

10.  See  supra,  par.  17. 

11.  Gates  T.  HcDaniel,  2  Stew. 
(Ala.)  211,  19  Am.  Dec  49;  Eoretke 
V.  Irwin,  100  Ala.  323, 13  So.  943,  21 
L.R.A.  787;  Harvey  v.  Rose,  26  Ark. 
3,  7  Am.  Rep.  696;  Dnfour  v.  Stacey, 
90  Ky.  288,  14  S.  W.  48,  29  A.  S.  R. 
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and  suitable  for  the  purposes  of  the  ferry  in  each  particular  case'* 
and  make  such  other  provisions  for  the  safe  carriage  and  delivery  of 
passengers  and  freight  aa  may  be  suggested  under  the  circumstances 
by  the  exercise  of  ordinary  human  care  and  foresight."  He  must 
keep  the  property  and  appliances  in  a  safe  condition  "  and  provide 
such  comforts  and  conveniences  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  in 
each  particular  case.'*  It  is  also  his  duty  to  furnish  reasonably  safe 
and  convenient  means  for  entrance  to  and  departure  from  the  boat'* 
But  he  is  not  required  to  provide  against  every  possible  contingency 
of  danger.''  He  is  not  bound  to  adopt  and  use  a  new  and  improved 
method  because  it  is  safer  or  better  than  the  method  then  employed 
if  it  is  not  requisite  to  the  reasonable  safety  or  convenienoe  of  pas- 
sengers and  the  expense  is  excessive.'* 

20.  Maintenance  of  Service. — It  is  not  only  the  privilege  but  like- 
wise the  duty  of  the  licensee  to  maintain  a  ferry  for  the  transportar 
tion  of  freight  or  passengers  or  both  in  accordance  with  the  terms 
of  the  license.'*  He  is  obliged  to  give  passage  to  all  persons  requir- 

374;  Richards  v.  Fuquft,  28  Miss.  792,  and  DOte  ;  Richards  v.  Faqna,  28  Miss. 

64  Am.  Dec.  121;  McGowen  v.  Stark,  792,  64  Am.  Dec.  121. 

1  Nott  &  McC.  (S.  C.)  387,  9  Am.  Dec.     IB.  Babcock  v.  Herbert,  3  Ala.  392, 

712;  State  v.  Clarke,  2  Mc  Cord  L.  (S.  37  Am.  Dec.  695;  Dufour  v.  Stacey, 

C.)  47,  13  Am.  Dec.  701;  Sanders  v.  90  Ky.  288, 14  S.  W.  48,  20  A.  S.  R. 

Young,  1  Head  (Tenn.)  219,  73  Am.  374. 

Dec.  175.  Note:  27  A.  S.  R.  555. 

Notes:  87  Am.  Dec.  721;  68  L.R.A.  16.  Babcock  v.  Herbert,  3  Ala.  392, 
157.  37  Am.  Dec.  695;  Harvey  v.  Rose,  26 

12.  Griffith  v.  Cave,  22  Cal.  534,  83  Ark.  3,  7  Am.  Rep.  595;  Norris  v.  Far- 
Am.  Dec.  82;  Clark  v.  Union  Ferry  mers',  etc.,  Co.,  6  Cal.  590,  65  Am. 
Co.,  35  N.  Y.  485,  91  Am.  Dec.  66;  Dec.  535;  Yerkes  v.  Sabin,  97  Ind.  141, 
WvcofE  V.  Queens  County  Ferry  Co.,  49  Am.  Rep.  434;  Le  Barron  v.  East 
52 'N.  Y.  32, 11  Am.  Rep.  650;  Stui^  Boston  Ferry  Co.,  11  Allen  (Mass.) 
V.  Kountz,  165  Pa.  St.  358, 30  Atl.  976,  312,  87  Am.  Dec.  717;  Wyeko£E  v. 
27  L.R.A.  390.  Queens  County  Ferry  Co.,  62  N.  Y. 

Notes:  87  Am.  Dec.  721;  59  L.RA.  32,  11  Am.  Rep.  650;  Loftus  v.  Union 
546;  68  L.R.A.  158.  Ferry  Co.  of  Brooklyn,  84  N.  Y.  465, 

13.  Peverly  v.  Boston,  136  Mass.  38  Am.  Rep.  533. 

366,  49  Am.  Rep.  37;  Rosen  v.  Boston,  Notes:  47  Am.  Dec.  653  ;  87  Am. 

187  Mass.  245,  72  N.  E.  992,  68  L.R.A.  Dec.  721. 

153;  Richards  v.  Fuqua,  28  Miss.  792,  17.  Loftus  v.  Union  Ferry  Co.  of 

64  Am.  Dee.  121;  Watson  v.  Camden,  Brooklyn,  84  N.  T.  455,  38  Am.  Rep. 

etc.,  R.  Co.,  55  N.  J.  L.  125,  26  Atl.  533  and  note. 

136,  39  A.  S.  R.  624,  19  L.R.A.  487;  18.  Le    Barron    v.    East  Boston 

WyekofE  V.  Queens  County  Ferry  Co.,  Ferry  Co.,  U  Allen  (Mass.)  312,  87 

52  N.  Y.  32,  11  Am.  Rep.  650.  Am.  Dec.  717. 

Notes:  68  L.R.A.  156;  17  Ann.  Caa.  19.  Brownell  v.  Old  Colony  R.  Co., 

371.  164  Mass.  29,  41  N.  E.  107,  49  A.  S. 

14.  Charles  River  Bridge  v.  Warren  R.  442,  29  L.R.A.  169;  Wiggins  Ferry 
Bridge,  11  Pet.  420,  9  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  Co.  v.  Cbicago,  etc.,  E.  Co.,  73  Mo. 
773;  Peverly  v.  Boston,  136  Mass.  366,  389,  39  Am.  Rep.  519. 

49  Am.  Rep.  37;  Rosen  v.  Boston,  187  Note:  88  L.R.A.  155. 
Mass.  245,  72  N.  B.  992,  68  L.RA.  153 
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ing  the  same,  at  all  times,**  or  at  least  at  all  reasonable  hours,' 
unless  conditioDS  exist  which  make  it  impossible  or  unsafe  to  cross.' 
And  the  termini  must  be  located  where  the  public  have  the  right  of 
ingress  and  egress.'  For  failure  to  comply  with  such  requiremente 
penalties  are  sometimes  provided  for,  recoverable  by  the  person  in- 
jured;* and,  also,  a  forfeiture  of  the  franchise  may  be  authorized,^ 
or  the  government  may  compel  the  holder  to  continue  to  maintain  and 
operate  the  ferry.*  The  legislature  may,  by  statute,  require  a  rail- 
way corporation  to  operate  a  public  ferry  which  constitutes  part  of 
its  line,  though  such  operation  has  become  unprofitable.' 

21.  Bond  for  Performance  of  Duties. — ^The  licensee  may  and  usu- 
ally is  required  to  give  a  bond  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his 
undertaking.*  When  required  by  statute  it  cannot  be  regarded  as 
a  voluntary  bond  on  the  ground  that  independently  of  statutory 
enactments  a  person  is  under  no  moral  obligation  to  give  a  bond 
before  he  may  exercise  the  privilege  of  keeping  a  ferryboat  on  his 
own  land  and  demand  compensation  from  those  who  receive  his 
services.*  A  right  to  sue  on  the  statutory  bond  of  a  ferryman  does 
not  preclude  resort  to  Ihe  common  law  action  for  negligence.'*  It 
has  been  held  that  an  action  on  a  ferry  bond  cannot  be  brought  in 
the  name  of  the  party  injured,  but  should  be  brought  in  the  name 
of  the  officer  to  whom  it  is  given,  or  his  succ^or,  for  the  use  of 
the  party  injured,  as  it  is  not  a  bond  of  an  officer  or  a  bond  giv^ 
in  an  official  cf^acity,  within  a  statute  authoriang  suits  on  such 
bonds  in  the  name  of  the  party  injured.'^ 

22.  Miscellaneous  Rights  and  Liabilities  of  Licensee.— It  seems 
that  one  exercising  ferry  privileges  may  employ  other  pfflsons  to 


80.  Koretke  t.  Irwin,  100  Ala.  323,  6.  See  infra,  par.  23. 

13  So.  943,  21  L.B.A.  787  and  note;  6.  Brownell  v.  Old  Colony  II.  Co., 

Norris  v.  Farmers',  ete.,  Co.,  6  Cal.  164  Mass.  29,  41  N.  E.  107,  49  A  S. 

590,  66  Am.  Dec.  535;  Fnteh  t.  Bo-  R.  442,  29  L.B.A.  169. 

hannon,  134  Oa.  313,  67  S.  E.  814,  19  7.  Brownell  t.  Old  Colony  B.  Co., 

Ann.  Cas.  1032,  30  L.B.A.(N.S.)  462;  164  Mass.  29,  41  N.  E.  107,  49  A.  S. 

Dnfour  v.  Stacey,  90  Ky.  288, 14  S.  W.  R-  442,  29  L.B.A.  169. 

48,  29  A.  S.  B.  374;  HcOowen  v.  8.  Babeock  v.  Herbert,  3  Ala.  392. 

Staj*,  1  Nott  ft  MeC.  (S.  C.)  387,  9  37  Am.  Dec.  695;  Norris  v.  Fanners', 

Am.  Deo.  712.  etc.,  Co.,  6  Cal  690,  65  Am.  Dec.  636; 

,    Note:  69  L.R.A.  645,  646.  Dufonr  v.  Stacey,  90  Ky.  288,  14  S. 

1.  Babeock  v.  Herbert,  3  Ala.  392,  W,  48,  29  A.  S.  R.  374;  Warner  v. 
37  Am.  Dec.  696;  Hunter  v.  Moore,  44  Ford  Lumber,  etc.,  Co.,  123  Ky.  103, 
Ark.  184,  51  Am.  Rep.  589.  93  S.  W.  650,  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  667; 

Note:  87  Am.  Dec.  721,  Wamer  v.  Tanner,  56  S.  W.  167,  21 

2.  Konstke  v.  Irwin,  100  Ala.  323,  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1678,  49  L.R.A.  248; 
13  So.  943,  21  L.R.A.  787.  Nims  v.  Mt.  Hermon  Boys'  School,  160 

3.  Broadnax  v.  Baker,  94  N.  C.  675,  Mass.  177,  35  N.  B.  776,  39  A  S.  B. 
66  Am.  Rep.  633.  467,  22  L.RA.  364. 

4.  Babeock  v.  Herbert,  3  Ala.  392,  9.  Note:  37  L.R.A.  712. 

37  Am.  Dee.  695.  10.  Note:  87  Am.  Dec.  721. 

Note:  17  Ann.  Cas.  372.  11.  Note:  68  L.R.A.  160. 
R.  C.  L.  Vol.  XI.— 69.  929 
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maintain  the  boat  and  other  facilities  for  the  transportation  of  pas- 
sengers and  freight.  Thus,  where  a  railroad  company  is  given 
the  privilege  to  transport  passengeis  and  freight  across  a  body  of 
water  it  may  engage  another  regularly  licensed  ferry  to  carry  on 
such  business  for  it**  Sometimes  the  proprietor  of  a  ferry  is  expressly 
given  tibe  election  to  build  a  bridge,  instead  of  maintaining  the  ferry 
under  the  same  right  and  in  the  same  manner  by  which  the  ferry 
is  held.**  It  has  been  held  that  a  ferry  company  which  conducts 
an  independent  pleasure  resort  to  which  special  boats  are  run  for 
the  purpose  of  conveying  patrons,  is  not  as  to  that  enterprise  a  com- 
mon carrier  obliged  to  carry  all  persons  indiscriminately."  A  ferry 
boat  is  not  exempt  from  levy  and  sale  on  execution  because  of  the 
fact  that  it  is  used  for  ^e  carriage  of  United  States  mails.*'  It 
has  been  held  that  a  city  has  no  right  to  charge  wharfage  against 
an  owner  of  ferry  rights  when  the  claim  arises  out  of  the  right  of 
ferriage.*' 

23.  Termination  of  Ferry  Franchises. — ^Nonuser  of  a  ferry  fran- 
chise is  cause  for  its  revocation/'  and  merely  making  preparations 
to  operate  the  ferry  is  not  sufficient  exercise  of  the  powers  granted 
to  prevent  the  expiration  of  the  license  for  this  cause.**  Wh^ 
no  contractual  obligations  will  be  impaired  or  breached  a  ferry  fran- 
chise may  be  revoked  by  statute.*'  It  has  been  held  that  in  view 
of  the  similarity  between  a  ferry  and  a  pontoon  bridge,  a  legislative 
grant  to  one  of  the  privilege  of  establishing  the  latter,  impliedly 
repeals  a  former  grant  to  another  of  the  privilege  of  establishing 
the  former.*'  A  ferry  franchise  may  also  be  terminated  by  the 
exercise  of  the  power  of  eminent  domain.* 

12.  Wi^ioB  Ferry  Co,  v.  Chicago,  18.  Clarke  Calloway,  1  Sneed 
etc.,  R.  Co.,  73  Mo.  389,  39  Am.  Bep.  (Ky.)  46,  2  Am.  Dec.  706. 

519.  19.  East    Hartford    v.  Hartford 

13.  Smith  V.  Harkma,  38  N,  C.  613,  Bridge  Co.  10  How.  511,  13  U.  S.  (L. 
44  Am.  Dec.  83.  ed.)  518;  Williams  v.  Wingo,  177  U.  S. 

14.  Meisner  v.  Detroit,  etc.,  Ferry  601,  20  S.  Ct.  793,  44  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
Co.,  154  Mich.  545,  118  N.  W.  14,  129  905. 

A.  S.  R.  493,  19  L.R.A.(N.S.)  872.  Note:  59  L.R.A.  555. 

16.  Lathrop  v.  Middleton,  23  Cal.  See  generally,  CONSTmmoNAL  Law, 

257,  83  Am.  Dec.  112.    See  Post  vol.  6,  p.  338  et  aeq. ;  Franceisk. 

Office.  20.  Hudson  v.  Cuero  Land,  etc,  Co., 

16.  Jeffersonville  v,  Louisville,  etc.,  47  Tex.  66,  26  Am.  Rep.  289. 

Ferry  Co.,  27  Ind.  100,  89  Am.  Dec.     1.  Jones  t.  Keith,  37  Tex.  394,  14 

495.  Am.  Rep.  382;  Armington  v.  Bamet, 

17.  Lippeneott  v.  Allander,  27  la.  15  Vt.  745,  40  Am.  Dec.  705. 
460,  1   Am.  Rep.  299;   Dufour  v.      Note:  69  L.R.A.  555, 

Stacey,  90  Ky.  288,  14  S.  W.  48,  29  See  also  Eussm  Douus,  roL  10, 
A.  S.  R.  374.  p.  181. 

NoU:  &9LJt.A.646,551. 
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rV.  Liability  op  Perbtmbk  fob  Injury  to  Psbsok  and  Pbopbsty 

24.  Ferryman  as  Common  Carrier  Generally. — public  ferryman 
is  a  common  carrier,'  and  he  is  subject  to  full  liability  as  such.' 
He  is  an  insurer  of  all  things  committed  to  and  received  by  him  for 
transportation,  against  all  harm  or  damage,  except  such  as  may 
be  occasioned  by  the  act  of  God,  the  public  enemy,  or  the  wilful 
negligence  or  default  of  the  complaining  party,*  and,  of  course^ 
is  EUiswerable  in  damages  for  any  injury  or  loss  which  results  from 
his  negligence.'  There  is  authority  for  the  proposition  that  a  ferry- 
man is  a  common  carrier  although  his  ferry  is  private  and  on  a  road 
not  opened  or  mdntained  as  a  public  road,  if  be  undertakes  for 
hire  or  reward  to  transport  persons  or  goods  of  all  who  may  apply.* 
But  one  who  does  not  hold  himself  out  as  a  public  ferryman  but 
merely  has  a  boat  or  boats  which  he  hires  out,  reserving  the  right 
to  refuse  the  same  to  whomsoever  he  will,  cannot  be  charged  as  a 
common  carrier.'  If  a  public  corporation  such  as  a  city  or  county, 
attempts  to  operate  a  ferry,  the  question  of  its  liability  depends  on 
the  provisions  of  its  charter.  If  it  has  no  authority  to  engage  in 
such  business,  so  that  its  acts  are  wholly  ultra  vires,  it  cannot  be 
held  liable  for  injuries  which  result  from  its  acts  which  do  not 
amount  to  direct  torts;  but  if  it  has  authority  to  transact  the  business 
its  liability  is  the  same  as  that  of  any  other  ferryman,  since  it  acts 
in  its  private,  and  not  in  its  public,  capacity.*    An  educational 

2.  May  v.  Hanson,  5  Cal.  360,  63      4.  Harvey  v.  Rose,  26  Ark.  3,  7 
Am.  Dec.  135 ;  Futch  v.  Bohannon,  134  Am.  Rep.  505 ;  May  v.  Hanson,  6  Cal. 
Ga.  313,  67  S.  E.  814,  19  Ann.  Cas.  360,  63  Am.  Deo.  136. 
1032,  30  L.R.A.(N.S.)  462;  Le  Barron      Note:  36  Am.  Rep.  504. 
V.  East  Boston  Ferry  Co.,  11  Allen      See  generally,  Caeeiers,  vol.  4,  p. 
(Mass.)  312,  87  Am.  Dee.  717  and  696  et  seq. 

note;  Rizzo  v.  Winnismmet  Co.,  217  5.  Norris  v.  Farmers',  etc.,  Co.,  6 
Masa.  19,  104  N.  E.  3G3,  Ann.  Cas.  Cal.  690,  66  Am.  Dee.  535;  Pt  verly  y. 
1915C  1003  and  note;  Littlejohn  v.  Boston,  136  Mass.  366,  49  Am.  Rep. 
Jones,  2  McMul.  L.  (S.  C.)  365,  39  37;  Richards  v.  Fuqna,  28  Miss.  792, 
Am.  Dec.  132.  64  Am.  Deo.  121;  McGowen  v.  Staik, 

Notes :  47  Am.  Dee.  653 ;  68  L.R.A.  1  Nott  &  McC.  (S.  C.)  387, 9  Am.  Dee. 
063  et  seq.  712. 

See  also  Carriers,  vol.  4,  p.  556.         6.  Littlejohn  v.  Jones,  2  MeMoL  L. 

S.  Babcock  v.  Herbert,  3  Ala.  392,  (S.  C.)  365,  39  Am.  Dec.  132. 
37  Am.  Dec.  696;  Griffith  v.  Cave,  22      7.  Self  v.  Dunn,  42  Ga.  528,  6  Am. 
Cal.  534,  83  Am.  Dec.  82;  Self  v.  Rep.  544;  State  v.  Clarke,  2  McCord 
Dunn,  42  Ga.  528,  5  Am.  Rep.  544;  L.  (S.  C.)  47, 13  Am.  Dec.  701. 
Le  Barron  v.  East  Boston  Ferry  Co.,     Notes:  87  Am.  Dec  721;  68  L.R.A. 
U  Allen  (Mass.)  312,  87  Am.  Deo.  153  et  seq. 

717;  Sanders  v.  Young,  1  Head  8.  Hoggard  v.  Monroe,  51  La.  Ann. 
(Tenn.)  219,  73  Am.  Dec.  175.  683,  25  So.  349,  44  L.R.A.  477. 

Notes:  36  Am.  Rep.  506;  68  L.RA.     Note:  68  L.R.A  155. 
153. 
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corporation  engaged  in  operating  a  public  ferry,  carrying  passengers 
for  hire,  cannot  escape  liability  for  negligence  in  the  management 
of  the  ferry  on  the  ground  that  the  busdneas  was  ultra  vires.*  It 

has  been  held  that  where  a  ferry  is  operated  by  a  lessee,  he  and  not 
the  owner  is  the  one  liable  for  any  damages  resulting  from  negli- 
gence. 

25.  Injury  to  Passengers. — A  ferryman  becomes  liable  for  a  pas- 
senger's safe  transit  and  delivery  as  soon  as  he  signifies  his  assrat 
or  readiness  to  receive  him  as  a  passenger; and  if  thereafter  the 
passenger  is  injured  through  the  negligent  operation  of  the  boat 
the  ferryman  is  liable.*'  Leaving  a  gate  open  at  the  end  of  a  gang- 
way down  which  passengers  have  to  pass  to  enter  a  boat,  may  con- 
stitute negligence  on  the  part  of  the  ferry  company  operating  the 
boat;  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  permitting  a  space  of  two  feet 
between  a  landing  pontoon  and  the  boat  in  an  ill-lighted  place 
where  no  gate  is  maintained.**  But  the  mere  existence,  during  the 
storm  which  caused  it,  of  snow  on  the  deck  of  a  ferryboat  raises 
no  presumption  of  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  ferry  company 
which  will  establish  its  liability  to  respond  in  damages  to  a  passenger 
who  receives  injuries  by  falling  on  the  slippery  deck.**  The  burden 
of  showing  the  negligence  of  the  ferryman  is  on  the  plaintiff.** 

26.  Rules  or  Orders  for  Protection  of  Passengers  and  Property. — 
The  duty  of  the  owner  of  a  ferry  to  passengers  is  not  discharged  by 
making  rules  for  their  safety  where  these  rules  are  permitted  to  be 
habitually  violated.  Accordingly,  the  owner  is  not  relieved  from 
liability  by  the  fact  that  exit  by  passengers  before  arrival  at  the 
wharf  is  retrained  by  a  chain,  and  that  passengers  are  forbidden 
to  pass  the  chain  until  it  has  been  removed  by  the  proper  employee, 
where  passengers  are  known  habitually  to  go  beyond  the  chain  and 
leave  the  boat  before  it  is  secured  to  its  landing  and  before  the  chain 
is  removed.*'  A  fortiori,  will  the  ferryman  be  held  liable  for  acci- 
dents due  to  his  negligent  orders,  as  where  he  orders  teams  to  pass 
off  the  boat  before  the  bridge  has  been  properly  adjusted.**  And 
if  in  opposition  to  his  express  orders  property  is  taken  on  the  boat 
and  he  thereafter  takes  charge  of  it  and  directs  an  attempt  to  cross 

See  generally,  Uunioifax*  Corpora-  12.  Note:  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  622. 

TiONS.  13.  Williams  v.  Union  Perry  Co., 

9.  Nims  V.  Mt.  Hermon  Bovs'  126  La.  502,  52  So.  678,  139  A.  8.  R. 
School,  160  Mass.  177,  35  N.  E.  776,  542. 

39  A.  S.  R.  467,  22  LJI.A.  364.   See  14.  Note:  68  L.R.A.  159. 

generally,  CORPORATIONS,  vol.  7,  p.  684.  15.  Feam  v.  West  Jersey  Perry  Co., 

10.  Felton  v.  DeaU,  22  Yt.  170,  54  143  Pa.  St  122,  22  AtL  708, 13  L.BA. 
Am.  Dec.  61.  366. 

Note:  65  L.R.A.  654.  16.  Yerkes  v.  Sabin,  97  Ind.  141» 

See  Carriers,  voL  5,  p.  59  et  seq.      49  Am.  Rep.  434. 

11.  May  V,  Hanson,  5  CaL  3^,  63     17.  Note:  17  Ann.  Cas.  371. 


Am.  Dec.  135. 


18.  Note:  87  Am.  Dee.  721,  722. 
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the  stream,  and  a  loss  ensues  as  a  result  of  his  negligence,  he  will 
be  liable.^'  On  the  other  hand,  all  proper  directions  given  by  the 
ferryman  as  to  the  care  and  disposition  of  property  should  be  obeyed 
by  the  owner,  and  failure  to  do  so  will  be  taken  into  consideration 
in  determining  the  question  of  liability  of  the  ferryman.** 

27.  Condition  of  Appliances  and  Equipment. — If  a  passenger  or 
property  is  injured  as  a  result  of  failure  of  the  ferryman  to  furnish 
necessary  equipment  and  appliances  and  without  negligence  on  their 
part  the  passenger  or  owner  may  recover.^  Conversely,  the  fact 
that  the  ferryman  provided  a  safe  boat  and  operated  it  skilfully 
and  provided  proper  appliances  suitable  for  the  purpose  for  which 
it  was  employed  will  be  taken  into  consideration  in  passing  on  the 
question  of  the  negligence  of  the  ferryman  *  Whether  proper  appli- 
ances and  means  were  used,  or  the  ferryboat  skilfully  manned  and 
managed,  is  a  question  of  fact  for  the  jury.'  A  ferryman  is  liable 
to  the  ownera  of  other  vessels  for  any  injury  caused  by  a  rope  or 
cable  placed  across. a  navigable  stream.* 

28.  Liability  Concerning  Property. — ^As  a  common  carrier  a  pub- 
lic ferryman  is  compelled  to  receive  all  goods  and  property  offered 
to  him  for  transportation,  and  when  he  has  received  property  for 
that  purpose  the  presumption  is  that  it  is  in  his  charge  as  a  common 
carrier,  and  the  burden  is  on  him  to  show  that  he  has  not  had  such 
control  over  it  as  invests  him  with  the  character  of  a  common  carrier 
in  respect  to  it*  On  ferryboats  a  l^e  proportion  of  the  property 
transported,  such  as  animals  and  vehicles,  is  kept  in  the  possession 
or  partial  control  and  possession  of  the  owner.  For  this  reason  the 
rule  as  to  the  liability  of  the  carrier  as  to  this  class  of  property  is 
not  so  stringent  as  that  applicable  where  the  carrier  has  sole  control. 
So,  if  a  traveler  uses  the  ferryboat  as  he  would  a  toll  bridge,  per- 
sonally driving  his  horse  or  vehicle  upon  the  boat,  selecting  his  posi- 
tion thereon,  and  himself  remaining  on  the  boat,  neither  putting 
his  property  into  the  care  and  custody  of  the  ferryman  nor  signify* 
ing  to  him  or  his  servants  any  wish  or  purpose  to  do  so,  and  the 
only  possession  and  custody  by  the  ferryman  of  such  property  to 
which  he  is  attached  is  that  which  necessarily  results  from  the  trav- 


19.  Griffith  V.  Cave,  22  Cal.  634,  83 
Am.  Dee.  82. 

20.  Note:  36  Am.  Rep.  505. 

1.  Rizzo  V.  Winniflmmet  Co.,  217 
Mass.  19,  104  N.  E.  363,  Ann.  Cas. 
1915C  1003  and  note;  Clark  v.  Union 
Ferry  Co.,  35  N.  Y.  485,  91  Am.  Dec. 
66;  Wyckoff  v.  Qneens  County  Ferry 
Co.,  52  N.  Y.  32,  U  Am.  Rep.  650. 

2.  Note :  36  Am.  Rep.  605. 

3.  Note:  36  Am.  Rep.  504. 


4.  Babcock  v.  Herbert,  3  Ala.  392, 
37  Am.  Dec.  695. 

5.  Harvey  v.  Rose,  26  Ark.  3,  7  Am. 
Rep.  595;  GriiRth  v.  Cave,  22  Cal. 
534,  83  Am.  Dee.  82;  Richards  v.  Fa- 
qua,  28  Miss.  792,  64  Am.  Dec.  121; 
Clark  V.  Union  Ferry  Co.,  35  N.  Y. 
485,  91  Am.  Dec.  66. 

Notes:  87  Am.  Dec.  722;  91  Am. 
Dee.  66;  11  Am.  Rep.  656;  36  Am. 
Rep.  605. 


Digitized  by 


)  29  FEBBIES  11  B.  C.  L. 

eler's  taking  it  on  board  the  boat  and  paying  the  ordinary  toll  for 
a  passage,  in  such  a  case  the  ferryman  is  not  chargeable  with  the 
full  liabilities  of  common  carriers  of  merchandise.*  In  any  case 
the  ferryman  should  be  considered  as  undertaking  for  its  safety  only 
against  negligence  and  want  of  skill  in  himself  or  his  ser\-ants,  and 
against  defects  in  his  boat  and  its  appliances.^  But  it  is  said  that  his 
r^ponsibility  is  not  modified  or  diminished  by  the  fact  that  the  pn^ 
brty  is  accompanied  by  the  owner,  unless  it  affirraatively  appears  that 
the  owner  did  not  trust  the  care  of  the  same  to  him,  but  retained 
the  exclusive  management  and  control  of  it  himself.^  The  fact 
that  a  ferryboat  was  forced  from  the  landing  by  the  force  of  a  wagon 
striking  it  in  descending  to  the  boat,  prima  facie  shows  carelessness 
on  the  part  of  the  ferryman,  and  throws  upon  him  the  burden  of 
proving  the  contrary.' 

29.  Contributory  Negligence  of  Passenger  or  Owner  of  Property. — 
Of  course  the  general  rules  as  to  contributory  negligence  of  the 
person  or  owner  of  property  are  applicable  in  the  case  of  injuries 
Bustuned  on  or  in  connection  with  ferries."  In  some  jurisdictions 
no  recovery  is  allowed  to  one  who  sustains  an  injury  while  in  the 
part  of  the  boat  intended  for  the  accommodation  of  horses  and 
wagons,^^  provided  a  sufficient  and  convenient  place  is  provided  for 
passengers;^*  but  he  is  not  required  to  anticipate  dangers  which  do 
not  ordinarily  attend  such  use;  ^*  or  if  he  is  invited  by  the  employees 
of  the  ferryman  to  enter  the  boat  through  that  portion  of  it  he  is 
not  ordinarily  guilty  of  contributory  negligence  in  so  doing.^*  It 
is  not  necessary  for  the  plaintiff  to  prove  due  care  on  bis  part  by 
directly  afi&rmative  evidence;  the  inference  of  caie  may  be  drawn 


8.  Harvey  v.  Rose,  26  Ark.  3,  7  Am.  Ferry  Co.,  126  La.  502,  62  So.  678, 139 

Rep.  695;  Yerkea  v.  Sabin,  97  Ind.  A.  S.  R.  542;;  Dudley  v.  Camden,  etc^ 

141,  49  Am.  Rep.  434;  Dudley  v.  Cam-  Ferry  Co.,  42  N.  J.  L.  25,  36  Am.  Rep. 

den,  etc.,  Ferry  Co.,  42  N.  J.  L.  25,  501  and  note,  affirmed  45  N.  J.  L.  368, 

36  Am.  Rep.  501  and  note  affirmed  45  46  Am.  Rep.  781;  Wyckoff  v.  Queens 

N.  J.  L.  368,  46  Am.  Rep.  781}  Wye-  County  Ferry  Co.,  52  N.  Y.  32,  11 

koff  T.  Queens  County  Ferry  Co.,  62  Am.  Rep.  650  and  note. 

N.  Y.  32, 11  Am.  Rep.  650.  Note:  91  Am.  Dec.  66. 

Notes:  91  Am.  Dec  66;  36  Am,  See  generally  Cabriers,  ydI.  4,  p. 

Rep.  505.  962,  as  to  live  stock,  and  vol.  5,  p.  17 

7.  Harvey  T.  Rose,  26  Ark.  3,  7  Am.  et  seq.,  as  to  passengers.  See  also 
Rep.  595;  Stui^s  v.  Kountz,  165  Pa.  Negligence. 

St  358,  30  Atl.  976,  27  L.R.A.  390.  11.  Note:  17  Ann.  Caa.  372. 

Notes:  47  Am.  Dec.  653  ;  87  Am.  12.  Hopkins  v.  West  Jersey  ft  S.  R. 

Dec.  722.  Co.,  225  Pa.  St.  193,  73  AtL  1104,  17 

8.  Harvey  v.  Rose,  26  Ark.  3,  7  Am.  Ann.  Caa.  370  and  note. 
Eep.  595.  13.  Note  17  Ann.  Cas.  372. 

9.  Richards  v.  Fuqua,  28  Miss.  792,  14.  Watson  v.  Camden,  etc,  B.  Co- 
64  Am.  Dec.  121.  55  N.  J.  L.  125,  26  Afl.  136,  39  A.  S. 

10.  Terkea  v.  Sabin,  97  Ind.  141,  R.  624,  19  hJRJi.  4S7. 
49  Am.  R^.  434;  Willianu  t.  Union 
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from  the  abeence  of  all  appearance  of  fault,  either  positive  or  nega- 
tive, on  hifl  part,  in  the  circumstances  under  which  the  injury  was 
received.''  It  is  not  necessarily  negligent  for  a  passenger  to  stand 
near  the  bow  while  the  boat  is  landing/*  or  to  stand  near  a  chain 
so  as  to  be  injured  by  being  thrown  down  by  the  shock  of  the  boat 
striking  the  bridge,'^  or  to  take  a  young  and  nervous  horse  on  the 
boat,  if  the  person  in  charge  takes  proper  care  in  the  management 
of  the  animal  while  thereon.'* 

V.  Rbmedibs 

30.  Remedies  for  Violation  of  Exclusive  Franchise. — If  a  second 
ferry  is  erected  without  a  license  in  the  vicinity  of  a  licensed  ferry 
the  state  has  a  remedy  by  a  quo  warranto,'*  and  the  owner  of  a 
ferry  whose  rights  are  thus  infringed  has  a  remedy  by  action.**  At 
common  law,  the  remedy  for  disturbance,  obstruction,  or  injury  in 
the  enjoyment  of  a  ferry  franchise  is  by  an  action  on  the  case;' 
and  the  right  to  equitable  relief  for  infringement  has  been  denied 
on  the  ground-  that  the  remedy  at  law  is  adequate."  On  the  other 
hand  it  has  been  held  that  a  statutory  remedy  by  prosecution  as  for 
a  misdemeanor  was  exclusive  of  civil  remedy  at  law,  with  an  inti- 
mation that  there  might  be  a  remedy  in  equity.*  The  better  rule, 
however,  seems  to  be  that  not  only  does  the  law  give  redress  by 
an  action,  but  on  its  being  found  that  such  redress  is  inadequate, 
equity  may  afford  the  more  effectual  remedy  of  injunction.  It  is 
obvious  that,  from  the  difficulty  of  proving  the  extent  of  the  injury 
from  time  to  time,  and  from  the  constant  litigation  arising  out  of 
the  repeated  invasions  of  the  right,  which  must  be  naturally  expected 
from  a  rival  erection,  the  relief  in  equity  is  highly  salutary,  if  not 
the  only  adequate  remedy  that  has  any  pretensions  to  be  deemed 
adequate;^  and  the  fact  that  the  franchise  sought  to  be  protected 
by  an  injunction  was  granted  by  a  certain  county  does  not  give  the 

15.  May  t.  Hanson,  6  Cal.  360,  63     Note:  59  L.R.A.  549  et  aeq. 

Am.  Dec.  135;  Peverly  v.  Boston,  136  1.  Notes:  12  Am.  Dec.  295  ;  69 
Mass.  366,  49  Am.  Rep.  37.  L.R.A.  551. 

16.  Peverly  7.  Boston,  136  Mass.  366,  2.  Long  v.  Merrill,  4  N,  C.  549,  7 
49  Am.  Rep.  37.  Am.  Dec.  700. 

Note:  87  Am.  Dec.  721.  3.  Note:  65  Am.  Dee.  543. 

17.  Note:  87  Am.  Dec.  721.        .  4.  Norris  v.  Farmers',  etc.,  Co.,  6 

18.  Clark  v.  Union  Perry  Co.,  35  Cal.  590,  65  Am.  Dee.  535;  Newburgh 
N.  Y.  485,  91  Am.  Dec  66.  Turnpike  Road  v.  Miller,  5  Johns.  Ch. 

19.  McGowen  v.  Stark,  1  Nott  &  (N.  Y.)  101,  9  Am.  Dec.  274;  Smith 
McC.  L.  (S.  C.)  387,  9  Am.  Dec.  712.  v.  Harkins,  38  N.  C.  613,  44  Am.  Dec. 

Note:  37  L.R.A.  712.  83;  Patterson  v.  Wollmann,  5  N.  D. 

20.  Smith  v.  Harkins,  38  N.  C.  613,  608,  67  N.  W,  1040,  33  L.R.A.  536. 
44  Am.  Dec.  83;  McOowen  v.  Sttfrk,  1     Notee:  12  Am.  Dec.  296  ;  59  LJI.A. 
Nott  &  MeC.  L.  (S.  C)  387,  9  Am.  651  et  seq.;  19  Ann,  Gas.  1035. 

Dee.  712. 
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courts  of  that  county  exclusive  jurisdiction.'  It  has  been  held  that 
the  plaintiff  can  recover  no  damage  for  the  alleged  injury  to  the 
franchise  only,  unconnected  with  a  landing,*  and  that  neither  for* 
cible  entry  and  detainer  nor  ejectment  will  lie  for  forcibly  taking 
possession  of  a  ferry.^  In  most  if  not  all  jurisdictions  the  protection 
of  ferry  rights  is  now  provided  for  by  statute.  A  penalty  is  often 
prescribed,^  both  civil  and  criminal.' 

31.  Issues,  Pleading,  and  Evidence. — The  validity  of  a  ferry  fran- 
chise cannot  be  questioned  collaterally  except  by  parties  who  can 
show  a  right  paramount  to  that  granted  by  the  public.^**  It  has 
been  ruled  that  the  complaint  in  an  action  for  disturbance  of  a  ferry 
need  not  set  forth  the  means  by  which  the  ferry  was  legally  estab- 
lished, nor  the  derivation  of  plaintiff's  title  thereto,  and  that  whero 
the  disturbance  consisted  of  injuring  the  landings  and  their  outlets, 
the  complaint  need  not  allege  directly  that  plaintiff  was  possessed 
of  them,  or  was  owner  of  the  soil,  if  it  shows  that  they  were  used  as 
appurtenant  to  the  ferry.*^  On  the  other  hand  it  is  held  that  the 
authority  of  a  municipal  corporation  to  establish  and  operate  a  public 
ferry  should  be  pleaded  specially,**  but  that  in  an  action  for  dam- 
ages for  interference  with  the  municipality's  rights  in  ferrying  pas- 
sengers and  property  it  is  unnecessary  to  allege  its  acts  in  proving 
a  ferrykeeper,  or  that  he  was  licensed  and  gave  bond  as  required 
by  law.  It  is  presumed  that  all  things  have  been  done  correctly 
by  the  towns  to  entitle  them  to  a  right  of  action.**  A  public  ferry 
will  be  presumed  to  be  kept  for  compensation  when  there  is  no 
evidence  showing  the  contrary.*^  Whether  a  person  has  made  him- 
self liable  aa  a  common  carrier  is  a  question  of  fact  to  be  decided 
by  the  jury,  under  proper  instructions  from  the  court.**  So  also 
it  is  for  the  jury  to  decide  whether  the  inability  of  an  igncvant  pas- 
senger and  her  witnesses  to  tell  the  name  of  the  ferryboat  on  which 
she  claims  to  have  been  injured  is  due  merely  to  ignorance,  or  is 
evidence  of  a  fraudulent  claim.** 

5.  Warren  v.  Tanner,  56  S.  W.  197,  Patrick  v.  Rnflner,  2  Rob.  (Ya.)  209, 
21  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1678,  49  L.R.A.  248.     40  Am.  Dec.  740. 

6.  Pittsburgh,  etc,  R.  Co.  v.  Jones,     Note:  65  Am.  Dec.  543. 

Ill  Pa.  St.  204,  2  Atl.  410,  56  Am.  11.  Patrick  v.  Ruflfner,  2  Rob.  (Va.) 

Rep.  260.  209,  40  Am.  Dec.  740. 

7.  Rees  v.  Lavless,  Litt.  Sel.  Cas.  12.  Haggard  v.  Monroe,  51  La.  Ann. 
(Ky.)  184,  12  Am.  Dec.  295.  683,  25  So.  349,  44  L.R.A.  477. 

8.  Milton  v.  Kaden,  32  Ala.  30,  70  13.  Peru  v.  Barrett,  100  Me.  213,  60 
Am.  Dee.  523;  Lang  v.  Scott,  1  Blaekf.  Atl.  968,  109  A.  S.  R.  494,  70  hJUL 
(Ind.)  405, 12  Am.  Dee.  257.  667. 

Note:  30  L.RJ^.(N.S.)  463.  14.  Richards  v.  Faqna,  28  Hias.  792, 

9.  Warren  v.  Tanner,  56  S.  W.  167,  64  Am.  Dec.  121. 

21  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1678,  49  L.R.A.  248;  15.  Littlejohn  v.  Jones,  2  MeMnL  L. 

Alexandria,  etc.,  Perry  Co.  v.  Wisch,  (S.  C.)  365,  39  Am.  Deo.  132. 

73  Mo.  655,  39  Am.  Rep.  535.  16.  Rosen  v.  Boston,  187  Mass.  246, 

10.  Norris  v.  Farmers',  etc.,  Co.,  6  72  N.  E.  992,  68  L.RJL.  163. 
CaL  690,  66  Am.  Dee.  686  and  note; 
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L  dm.  LiABZUTT  voH  Causxno  Fibes  Generally 
n.  FntBS  Caused  by  Operation  of  Railroads  and  Steamboats 
m.  Liability  vor  Interfebsnob  with  Eztinqvishicent  or  Fibbb 


L  Civil  Liability  for  Causing  Fires  Generally 

Pbenoiplss  Dbtebiukinq  Ijabilitt 

1.  N^Hgenee  u  Basis  of  Liability 

2.  Liability  for  Acts  of  Others 

3.  Measure  of  Diligence  Required 

4.  Application  of  Doctrine  of  Proximate  Cause  Generally 

5.  Conditions  or  Forces  of  Nature  as  Independent  EflSoieat  Cftiues 

6.  Injuries  Received  in  Attempting  to  Protect  Property  from  Fin 

7.  Contributory  N^ligence  of  Person  Injured  by  Fire 

8.  Statutory  Imposition  of  Liability 

ENratOBuzNT  or  LubhiTit  asv  Mbasdu  <a  Dakaois 

9.  Nature  and  Ass^nalnlity  of  Cause  of  Action 

10.  Parties  generally 

11.  Insurance  as  Affeetii^  R^t  of  Action 

12.  Pleading 

13.  Presumptions  and  Burden  of  Proof 

14.  Admissibility  and  Weight  of  Evidence 

15.  Province  of  Court  and  Jury 

16.  Measure  and  Elements  of  Damages 

17.  Mitigation  of  Damages 

n.  Fires  Caused  by  Operation  of  Railroads  and  Steamboats 

Prinoiplbs  Rblatino  to  NsoiiiaxNT  Ihjubus  GnHnaiiur, 

18.  Negligence  as  Basis  of  Liability 

19.  Liability  for  Acts  of  Others 

20.  Degree  of  Care  Required  to  Avoid  Liability 

SL  N^igenee  in  Particular  Matters — Construction,  Equipment  and  ^"pmm 
of  Apparatus 

22.  Management  and  Operation  of  Engines 

23.  Inflammable  Materials  on  or  near  Rig^t  of  Way 

24.  Boildings  on  Bight  of  Way 
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25.  Violation  of  Law  as  Negligence 

26.  Application  of  Doctrine  of  Proximate  Cause  Generally 

27.  Concurrence  of  Causes  as  Affecting  Liability 

28.  Contributory  Negligence  Generally  as  Affecting  Liabili^ 

29.  Condition,  Location  and  Use  of  Property 

30.  Failure  to  protect  Property  against  "Seen  Danger" 

31.  Servants'  Negligence  as  Imputable  to  Property  Owner 

32.  Contra^  Exempting  from  Liability  for  N^ligenoe 

Statutost  Ihposition  or  Liabiutt  iBBsspBcrrivE  <»r  NwoifiiHOa 

33.  In  General 

34.  Interpretation  and  Construction  of  Statutes  Imposing  Inability 
36.  Exceptions  to  and  Limitations  of  Statutory  Liability 

36.  Application  of  Doctrine  of  Proximate  Cause 

37.  Contributory  Negligence  as  Affecting  Liability 

38.  Nature  and  Location  of  Property  Injured  as  Affeetii^  liability 

39.  Statutory  Provisions  as  to  Insurable  Interest 


40.  In  General 

41.  Communication  of  Fire  as  Raising  Presumption  of  Negligene* 

42.  Effect  of  Presumption  as  Shifting  Burden  of  Proof 

43.  Conclusiveness  of  Presumption 

44.  Rebuttal  of  Presumption 


45.  In  general 

46.  Circumstantial  Evidence  as  to  Origin  of  Yin 

47.  Otber  Fires  by  Other  Engines 

48.  Proof  of  Negligence 

49.  Usages  and  Customs 

50.  Bnles  of  Railroad  Company^''TTam  Sheets^ 


54.  Form  of  Action 

55.  Jurisdiction  and  Venne 

66.  Parties 

67.  Pleading 

68.  Variance 

59.  Province  of  Court  and  Jniy 

60.  Inatmetioni 

in.  Liability  for  Interference  witii  Bxtinguidiment  of  Firei 

61.  In  General 

C2.  AppUcatton  of  Doetrin*  of  Proximate  Caon 


PRESUICFTIOKS  AMD  BURDBN  OT  PBOOV 


Aduissibilitt  and  Wught  ov  EvioiKGa. 


DiKAfln 


51.  Measure  and  Elements  Generally 

52.  Statutory  Provisions 

53.  Mitigation  of  Danuges 
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63.  Cbarscter  of  iDterferenee  «8  Active  or  Pamive 

64.  CoDtributoty  Negligenu  u  AfEecting  lialuli^ 
66.  Pleading 


I.  Civil  Liability  for  CAueiNo  Fires  Gbnbrally 

Principles  Determining  LiabilUy 

1.  Negligence  as  Basis  of  Liability. — At  common  law,  one  whose 
house  or  building  was  burned  by  accident  was  liable  for  the  injury  to 
his  neighbor's  property  caused  by  the  tire  communicated  from  such 
burning  house  or  building,*  and  according  to  some  authorities  the 
rule  was  the  same  when  the  fire  was  started  in  the  field  and  not  in  the 
house,  on  the  ground  that  a  person  who  makes  a  fire  must  see  that 
it  does  no  harm.'  The  recognized  hardship  of  this  rule  led  to  the 
passage  of  an  act  of  Parliament  providing  that  no  action  should  be 
maintained  against  any  person  in  whose  house  or  chamber  any  fire 
should  accidentally  begin,  and  no  recompense  be  made  by  him  for  any 
damage  occasioned  thereby,'  and  this  immunity  from  liability  for 
accidental  fires  was  extended  by  a  subsequent  statute  to  fires  originat- 
ing in  a  "stable,  barn  or  other  building,"  or  on  the  estate.*  The  earlier 
statute,  being  enacted  before  the  separation  of  the  colonies  from  the 
mother  country,  is  generally  accepted  as  a  part  of  oifr  common  law, 
though  as  to  tiie  later  act,  passed  on  the  eve  of  the  Revolution,  the 
authorities  are  not  entirely  in  harmony  ■   But  the  general  rule  in 


1.  Union  Pac.  Ry.  Co.  v.  De  Busk,  16  Mo.  608,  57  Am.  Dec.  242. 
12  Colo.  294,  20  Pac.  752,  13  A.  S.  R.  Note:  21  L.R.A.  256. 

221,  3  L.R.A.  350;  Grissell  t.  Housa-  3.  Cincinnati,  etc.,  R.  Co.  t.  South 

tonic  R.  Co.,  54  Conn.  447,  9  Atl.  137,  Pork  Coal  Co.,  139  Fed.  528,  71  C. 

1  A.  S.  R.  138;  Pennsylvania  Co.  v.  C.  A.  316,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  533;  Penn- 

Whitlock,  99  Ind.  16,  50  Am.  Rep.  sylvania  Co  v.  Whitlock,  99  Ind.  16, 

71;  Eendrick  v.  Towle,  60  Mich.  363,  50  Am.  Rep.  71;  Brummit  v.  Fnmess, 

27  N.  W.  567, 1  A.  S.  R.  526;  McNally  1  Ind.  App.  401,  27  N.  E.  666,  50 

V.  CoIweU,  91  Mich.  527,  52  N.  W.  A.  S.  R.  215;  McNaUy  v.  Colwell,  91 

70,  30  A.  S.  R.  494  and  note;  Camp-  Mich.  527,  52  N.  W.  70,  30  A.  S.  R. 

bell  V.  Missoari  Pac.  R.  Co.,  121  Mo.  494  and  note;  Miller  t.  Martin,  16 

340,  25  S.  W.  936,  42  A.  S.  R.  530,  Mo.  508,  57  Am.  Dec.  242;  Webb  t. 

25  L.R.A.  175;  Webb  v.  Rome,  etc.,  Rome,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  49  N.  Y.  420,  10 

R.  Co.,  49  N.  Y.  420,  10  Am.  Rep.  Am.  Rep.  389;  Spaulding  v.  Chicago, 

389;  Hoflbnan  v.  King,  160  N.  Y.  618,  etc.,  Ry.  Co.,  30  Wis.  110,  11  Am. 

55  N.  E.  401,  73  A.  S.  R.  715,  46  Rep.  550. 

L.R.A.  672;  Mansfield  Mot.  Ins.  Co.  Note:  21  L.R.A.  256. 

V.  Cleveland,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  74  Ohio  St.  4.  Brummit  v.  Fhimess,  1  Ind.  App. 

30,  77  N.  E.  269,  6  Ann.  Cas.  782.  401.  27  N.  E.  656,  60  A.  S.  R.  216: 

Note:  21  L.R.A.  255.  McNally  v.  Colwell,  91  Mich.  627,  53 

2.  Union  Pac.  Ry.  Co.  v.  De  Busk,  N.  W.  70,  30  A.  S.  R.  494;  Hoffman 
12  Colo.  294,  20  Pac.  752,  13  A.  8.  R.  King,  160  N.  Y.  618,  55  N.  E.  401. 
221,  3  LJI.A.  350;  Bnunmit  v.  Fur-  73  A.  S.  R.  715,  46  L.R.A.  672. 
ness,  1  Ind.  App.  401,  27  N.  E.  656,  Note:  21  L.R.A.  256. 

60  A.  S.  R.  215:  Miller  t.  Martin,  6.  McNally  v.  C<rfwelL  91  Mieh.  627. 
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this  country,  as  in  England,  is  now  well  settled  that  when  a  private 
owner  of  property  sets  out  fire  on  his  own  premises  for  a  lawful 
purpose  or  when  a  fire  accidentally  starts  thereon,  he  is  not,  in  the 
absence  of  a  statute  to  the  contrary,  liable  for  the  damage  caused  by  its 
communication  to  the  property  of  another,  unless  It  started  through 
his  negligence,  or  he  failed  to  use  ordinary  skill  and  care  in  controlling 
or  extinguishing  it.*  On  the  other  hand,  though  it  was  for  a  long 
time  a  disputed  question  whether  the  English  statutes  just  referred 
to  extended  to  cases  of  negligence,  yet  it  was  finally  settled  that  they 
did  not  extend  their  protection  to  fires  which  were  negligently  or 
knowingly  kindled,'  and  it  is  now  the  well  established  general  rule 
that  negligence  in  setting  out  a  fire  or  failing  to  prevent  its  spreading 
will  create  a  liability  to  those  injured  thereby,*  though  tiieie  are 

52  N.  W.  70,  30  A.  S.  R.  494;  Spauld-  Reichert,  8  Wis.  255,  76  Am.  Dec. 

ing  V.  Chicago,  etc.,  Ry.  Co.,  30  Wis.  237;  Brown  v.  Brooks,  85  Wis.  290, 

UO,  11  Am.  Rep.  550.  55  N.  W.  395,  21  L.R.A.  255  and 

Note:  21  LRA..  256.  note;  Miller  v.  Neale,  137  Wis.  426, 

6.  Beckham  v.  Seaboard  Air  Line  119  N.  W.  94,  129  A.  S.  R.  1077. 

Rv.,  127  Ga.  550,  5G  S.  K.  638,  12     Notes:  123  A.  S.  R.  576:  1  Enj. 

LJl.A.(N.g.)  476;  Loui.sville,  etc.,  R.  Rul.  Cas.  208. 

Co.  V.  Nitsche,  126  Ind.  229,  26  N.  E.  7.  McNally  v.  Colwell,  91  Mich.  527, 
51,  22  A.  S.  R.  582,  9  L.R.A.  756;  52  N.  W.  70,  30  A.  S.  R.  494  and 
Brummit  v.  Furness,  1  Ind.  App.  401,  note;  Lillibridge  v.  McCann,  117  Mich. 
27  N.  E.  656,  50  A.  S.  R.  215;  De  84,  75  N.  W.  288,  72  A.  S.  R.  553, 
France  v.  Speneer,  2  G.  Greene  (la.)  41  L.R.A.  381;  HoflEman  v.  King,  160 
462,  52  Am.  Dec.  533;  Sweeney  v.  N.  Y.  618,  55  N.  E.  401,  73  A.  S.  B. 
MerriU,  38  Kan.  216,  16  Pac.  454,  5  715,  46  L.R.A.  672. 
A.  S.  R.  734;  Bnrbank  v.  Bethel  Steam  Note:  21  L.R.A.  266. 
Mill  Co.,  75  Me.  373,  46  Am.  Rep.  8.  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Nitsche, 
400;  Linn  v.  Barker,  106  Me.  339,  126  Ind.  229,  26  N.  E.  51,  22  A.  S. 
76  Atl.  700,  20  Ann.  Cas.  697;  Ken-  R.  582,  9  L.R.A.  756;  Brummit  v. 
drick  V.  Towle,  60  Mich.  363,  27  N.  Pumess,  1  Ind.  App.  401,  27  N.  E. 
W.  567,  1  A.  S.  B.  626;  McNally  v.  656,  50  A.  S.  R.  215;  Sweeney  y. 
ColweU,  91  Mich.  627,  52  N.  W.  70,  Merrill,  38  Kan.  216,  16  Pac.  454, 
30  A.  S.  R.  494  and  note;  Day  v.  5  A.  S.  B.  734;  Leavitt  v.  Bangor, 
H.  C.  Akeley  Lumber  Co.,  54  Minn,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  89  Me.  509,  36  Atl.  998, 
522,  66  N.  W.  243,  23  L.R.A.  513;  36  L.R.A.  382;  Higgins  v.  Dewey,  107 
Miller  v.  Martin,  16  Mo.  508,  57  Am.  Mass.  494,  9  Am.  Rep.  63;  McNally 
Dec.  242;  Hawkins  v.  Collins,  89  Neb.  v.  Colwell,  91  Mich.  527,  52  N.  W. 
140,  131  N.  W.  187,  36  L.R.A. (N.S.)  70,  30  A.  S.  R.  494  and  note;  Hawk- 
194  and  note;  Panton  v.  Holland,  17  ins  v.  Collins,  89  Neb.  140,  131  N.  W. 
Johns.  (  N.  Y.)  92,  8  Am.  Dec.  369;  187,  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  194;  Dorr  Y. 
Losee  v.  Buchanan,  51  N.  Y.  476,  10  Harkness,  49  N.  J.  L.  571,  10  AU. 
Am.  Rep.  623;  Consnlich  v.  Stanard  400,  60  Am.  Rep.  656;  Webb  v.  Rome, 
OU  Co.,  122  N.  Y.  118,  25  N.  E.  259,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  49  N.  Y.  420,  10  Am. 
19  A.  S.  R.  476;  Owen  v.  Cook,  9  Rep.  389;  Missouri  Pac.  Ry.  Co.  v. 
N.  D.  134,  81  N.  W.  285,  47  L.R.A.  Platzer.  73  Tex  117,  11  S.  W  160, 
646;  Gregory  v.  Layton,  36  S.  C.  93,  15  A.  S.  R.  771,  3  L.R.A.  639;  Jordan 
16  S.  E.  352,  31  A.  S.  R.  857  and  v.  Wyatt,  4  Grat.  (Va.)  161,  47  Am. 
DOte ;  Missouri  Pac.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Plat-  Dec.  720 ;  Vaughan  v.  Menlove,  3  Bing. 
Mr,  73  Ter.  117,  11  S.  W.  160,  15  N.  Cas.  468,  4  Scott  244,  3  Hodges 
A.  8.  R.  771,  3  LJI.A.  639;  Fahn  v.  51,  1  Jur.  216,  6  L.  J.  C.  PI.  92,  18 
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authorities  which  apparently  hold  that  in  an  action  for  the  loss  of 
property  destroyed  by  fire  communicated  from  another's  property,  it 
is  not  enough  to  aver  negligence  in  starting  the  fire,  but  there  must 
also  be  an  averment  of  negligence  in  permitting  it  to  escape.*  So,  if 
by  reason  of  the  fall  of  a  building  fire  is  communicated  to  an  adjoin- 
ing  building,  the  owner  of  the  fallen  building  may  be  liable  for  the 
injuries  thereby  caused.'"  In  the  case  of  a  trespasser  on  property 
it  has  been  held  that  the  wrongdoer  is  responsible  for  the  dama^ 
resulting  from  the  building  of  a  fire  by  him,  regardless  of  the 
degree  of  care  used.'^  The  existence  or  al»ence  of  negligence  on  the 
part  of  the  defendant  is  generally  a  question  of  fact  for  the  jury, 
under  proper  instructions  from  the  court,'*  and  the  violation  by 
the  defendant  of  a  statute  or  municipal  ordinance  is  not  usually 
deemed  negligence  in  law  for  which  he  is  liable." 

2.  Liability  for  Acts  of  Others. — ^The  liability  of  a  person  for  the 
acts  of  others  in  setting  out  fire  depends  upon  the  same  principles 
which  govern  generally  in  attempts  to  hold  one  person  liable  for  the 
acts  of  others.'*  Thus  the  mle  is  well  established  that  a  principal  or 
master  is  liable  to  a  third  person  for  damage  caused  by  a  fire  started 
by  his  agent  or  servant  when  the  latter  is  acting  within. the  scope 
of  his  employment,'*  even  though  in  violation  of  instructions,'*  but 
he  is  not  liable  where  the  act  is  not  within  the  scope  of  the  employ- 
ment," and  the  fire  is  started  for  the  private  purpose  of  the  agent  or 
servant;  '*  as,  for  instance,  where  a  servant  kindles  a  fire  for  the  pur- 
pose of  cooking  or  warming  his  food,'*  drying  his  clothes,  etc.,  unless 


Bnff.  RaL  Cas.  715  and  note;  Smith  W.  578,  Ann.  Caa.  1914A  1097  and 
V.  London,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  L.  R.  6  C.  P.  note;  Mori^r  v.  St.  Paul,  etc.,  R.  Co., 
14,  40  L.  J.  C.  PI.  21,  23  L.  T.  N.  31  Minn.  351,  17  N.  W.  952,  47  Am. 
S.  678,  19  W.  B.  230,  18  Eng.  Rul.  Rep.  793;  Martowe  v.  Bland,  164  N. 
Cm.  726.  C.  140,  69  H.  E.  752,  47  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

Notes:  52  A.  S.  R.  443;  54  A.  S.  1116  and  note;  Sbafer  v.  Laeock,  168 
B.  820;  21  L.R.A.  256.  Pa.  St  497,  32  AtL  44,  29  L.R.A. 

9.  Brnmniit  v.  Fumess,  1  Ind.  App.  264. 

401,  27  N.  E.  656,  50  A.  S.  R.  216.     16.  Seybold  v.  Eisle,  154  la.  128, 
Note:  21  L.R.A.  257.  134  N.  W.  578,  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  1097 

10.  Note:  34  L.R.A.  563.  and  note;  Marlowe  v.  Bland,  154  N. 

11.  Wyant  v.  Grouse,  127  Mich.  158,  C.  140,  69  S.  E.  752,  47  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
86  N.  W.  527,  53  L.RA.  626.  See  1116  and  note.  See  Master  and  Sebv- 
generally,  Tbespass.  ant;  Principal  and  Agbnt. 

12.  See  infra,  par.  15.  17.  McLaughlin  v.  Cloquet  Tie,  etc., 

13.  Burbank  v.  Bethel  Steam  Mill  Co.,  119  Minn.  454,  138  N.  W.  434, 
Co.,  75  Me.  373,  46  Am.  Rep.  400;  49  L.R.A.(N.S.)  544  and  note;  Mar- 
Cook  V.  Johnston,  58  Mich.  437,  25  lowe  v.  Bland,  154  N.  C.  140,  69  S. 
N.  W.  388,  55  Am.  Rep.  703.  See  E.  752,  47  LJt.A.(N.S.)  0116  and 
generally,  Nbgugenob.  note. 

14.  Note:  21  LJI.A.  259.  18.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  1102. 
16.  Johnson  v.  Barher,  5  Oilman      19,  Morier  v.  St.  Paul,  etc.,  R.  Co., 

(lU.)  425,  50  Am.  Dec.  416  and  note;  31  Minn.  351,  17  N.  W.  952,  47  Am. 
Seybold  v.  Eisle,  154  la.  128,  134  N.  Rep.  793;  McLanghlin  v.  Cloqnet,  Tie, 
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tihe  fire  is  permitted  to  bnm  for  an  nnreaaouable  length  of  time,  so 
that  the  master  is  chargeable  with  negligence  in  that  respect.'*  Nor 
is  the  master  liable  where  the  servant  sets  iire  to  the  premises  to 
destroy  evidence  of  a  crime.^  The  rule  exempting  the  owner  of  real 
property  from  liability  for  injuries  caused  by  the  negligence  of  an 
independent  contractor  applies  to  a  case  of  damage  by  fire  resulting 
from  the  work  of  such  contractor  *  subject  to  the  usual  limitations 
that  the  thing  contracted  to  be  done  is  not  inherently  dangerous, 
and  not  unlawful  or  per  se  a  nuisance.*  It  has  been  held,  however, 
that  a  son,  not  of  full  age,  undertaking  to  do  work  for  his  father, 
cannot  be  regarded  as  an  independent  contractor,  in  such  a  sense 
as  to  shield  the  father  from  liability,  and  that  the  father  is  respon- 
sible for  the  consequences  of  fire  set  out  by  the  son,  although  the 
latter  had  a  contract  with  the  father  to  clear  certain  land  at  a  speci- 
fied price,  and  the  fire  was  set  in  the  fulfilment  of  the  contract^ 
3.  Measure  of  Diligence  Required. — Generally  speaking,  the  meas- 
ure of  diligence  which  is  necessary  to  free  one  who  sets  fire  on  his 
own  premises  from  liability  for  the  damt^es  resulting  from  its  spread, 
is  that  of  ordinary  or  reasonable  care  and  diligence.*   He  is  bound 

etc,  Co.,  119  Minn.  454,  138  N.  W.  note;  Carlton  Connty  Fanners'  Mut. 

434,  49  L.R.A.(N.S.)  644  and  note.  Fire  Ins.  Co.  v.  Foley  Bros.,  117  Minn. 

20.  Note:  49  L.R.A.(N.S.)  545  59,  134  N.  W.  309,  38  L.R.A.(N.3.) 

1.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  1103.  175  and  note;  Thomas  v.  Hammer 

2.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  B.  Co.  v.  Yonley,  Lumber  Co.,  153  N.  C.  351,  69  S.  E. 
63  Ark.  503,  13  S.  W.  333,  14  S.  W.  275,  32  L.R.A.(N.S.)  584. 

800,  9  L.R.A.  604  and  note;  St,  Louis,  Note:  65  L.R.A.  654. 
etc.,  R.  Co.  T.  Madden,  77  Kan.  80,  4.  Teagarden  v.  McLaughlin,  86  Ind. 
93  Pac.  686,  17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  788  and  476,  44  Am.  Rep.  332.  See  Indb- 
note;  Eaton  v.  European,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  pbndbnt  Coktractors. 
59  Me.  520,  8  Am.  Rep.  430;  Burbank  6.  DeFranee  v.  Spencer,  2  G.  Greene 
T.  Bethel  Steam  Mill  Co.,  76  Me.  373,  (la.)  462,  52  Am.  Dec.  533;  Sweeney 
46  Am.  Rep.  400;  Leavitt  v.  Bangor,  v.  Merrill,  38  Kan.  216,  16  Pac.  454, 
etc.,  R.  Co.,  89  Me.  609,  36  Atl.  998,  5  A.  S.  R.  734;  American  Ice  Co.  v. 
36  L.R.A.  382;  Rogers  v.  Parker,  159  South  Gardiner  Lumber  Co.,  107  Me. 
Mich.  278,  123  N.  W.  1109,  18  Ann.  494,  79  Atl.  6,  32  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1003 
Caa.  753  and  note,  34  L.R.A.(N.S.)  and  note;  Kendrick  v.  Towie,  60  Mich. 
965;  Wright  v.  Holbrook,  52  N.  H.  363,  27  N.  W.  567,  1  A.  S.  R.  526; 
120,  13  Am.  Rep.  12;  Ferguson  v.  Montgomery  v.  Muskegon  Booming 
HubbelL  97  N.  T.  607,  49  Am.  Rep.  Co.,  88  Mich.  633,  50  N.  W.  729,  26 
544.  A.  S.  R.  308  and  note;  Day  v.  H.  C. 

Notes:  76  A.  S.  B.  420;  65  L.R.A.  Akeley  Lumber  Co.,  54  Minn.  522,  56 
654;  Ann.  Cas.  1913D  1178.  N.  W.  243,  23  L.R.A.  513;  Hawkins 

3.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Madden,  v.  Collins,  89  Neb.  140,  131  N.  W. 
77  Kan.  80,  93  Pac  686,  17  L.R.A.  187,  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  194  and  note; 
(NS  )  788  and  note;  Rogers  v.  Park-  Sosulich  v.  Standard  Oil  Co.,  122  N. 
er,  159  Mich.  278,  123  N.  W.  1109,  Y,  118,  25  N.  E.  259,  19  A.  S.  R. 
18  Ann.  Cas.  753  and  note,  34  L.R.A.  475;  Baird  v.  Chambers,  15  N.  D.  618, 
(NS)  955;  Inglis  v.  MiUereburg  109  N.  W.  61,  125  A.  S.  R.  620.  6 
Driving  Ass'n,  169  Mich.  311,  136  N.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  882  and  note;  Mahaffey 
W.  443,  Ann.  Cas.  1913D  1174  and  v.  J.  L.  Rumbarger  Lumber  Co.,  61 
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to  put  forth  such  reasonable  effort  to  prevent  the  fire  endangering  hia 
neighbors  as  a  man  of  ordinary  prudence  would  put  forth  who  wsa 
actuated  by  a  proper  regard  for  his  neighbor's  rights  and  safety;* 
and  one  who  sets  out  a  fire  without  taking  such  precautions  as  a  rea- 
sonable man  should  to  prevent  it  from  spreading  to  his  neighbor's 
premises  is  guilty  of  such  negligence  as  will  render  him  liable  for 
the  resultant  damages.'  The  belief  of  the  one  who  sets  tibe  fire  at 
the  time  of  setting  it,  as  to  whether  it  is  safe  or  not,  is  not  a  proper 
measure  or  test  of  the  question  of  negligence.*  What  will  con^tute 
reasonable  and  ordinary  care  must  necessarily  vary  with  the  particular 
circumstances,  but  in  every  instance  care  commensurate  with  the 
danger  and  risk  reasonably  to  be  apprehended  must  be  used,*  and 
one  who  employ  the  element  of  fire  for  any  purpose  under  circum- 
stances which  render  it  especially  dangerous  to  others  is  held  to  the 
exercise  of  more  care  and  caution  than  is  one  who  employs  the  same 
element  for  a  less  dangerous  purpose."  Thus  a  person  engaged  in 
manufacturing,  or  who  employs  fire  for  the  purpose  of  generating 
steam  as  a  propelling  power,  or  for  any  other  purpose,  under  circum- 
stances which  make  it  especially  dangerous  to  others,  is  bound  to 
use  at  least  such  ordinary  care  and  skill  as  a  reasonable,  prudent 
man  would  exercise  under  the  circumstances  to  prevent  fire  upon  his 
own  premises,  and  to  prevent  it  from  spreading  to  the  property  of 
others  in  case  it  accidentally  starts  on  Uie  premises  where  it  is  first 
used  for  generating  steam.  A  failure  to  exercise  such  care  is  negli- 
gence, and  creates  liability  for  injury  to  or  destruction  of  neighboring 
property  caused  thereby.**  So  it  has  been  further  held  in  a  number 
of  instances  that  a  person  who,  in  generating  steam  by  means  of  fire, 
also  uses  chimneys  or  smoke-stacks  to  convey  the  smoke,  sparks,  and 
cinders  away  from  the  fire  must  also  exercise  a  high  degree  of  care 
in  providing  the  latest  and  best  appliances  in  general  use  to  prevent 
the  conveyance  of  fire  by  means  of  sparks  or  cinders  to  other  prop- 
erty ;  otherwise  he  is  guilty  of  negligence,  and  must  respond  in  dam- 
ages.** To  operate  a  mill  or  factory  without  any  appliances  or  means 
at  all  to  extinguish  fires,  has  been  held  to  he  negligence,  as  matter 

W.  Va.  671,  66  S.  E.  893,  8  L.B.A.  401,  27  N.  E.  656,  50  A.  8.  B.  216: 

(N.S.)  1263;  Miller  t.  Nesle,  137  Wis.  Kendrick  v.  Towle,  60  Mich.  363,  27 

426, 119  N.  W.  94, 129  A.  S.  B.  1077.  N.  W.  567,  1  A.  8.  R.  526. 

See  geaendly  Nbguoenge.  Note:  36  l4.RJL.(N3.)  198. 

6.  Baird  t.  Chambers,  15  N.  D.  618,  10.  Day  v.  H.  G.  Akeley  Lnmber 
109  N.  W.  61,  125  A.  8.  R.  620,  6  Co.,  54  Minn.  522,  66  N.  W.  243,  23 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  882  and  note;  MeCuUy  hSt.A.  513. 

V.  Claike,  40  Pa.  8t  399,  80  Am.  Dee.  11.  MeNally  v.  Gohrdl,  91  Miefa. 

684.  627,  62  N.  W.  70,  30  A.  8.  R, 

7.  Hawkins  t.  ColUns,  89  Neb.  140,  IS.  Oagg  t.  Vetter,  41  Ind.  228,  13 
131  N.  W.  187,  36  L.B~&..(N.8.}  194.  Am.  Rep.  322. 

8.  Note:  21  LJt.A.  258.  Notes:  30  A.  8.  B.  606  ;  32  |iB,A. 

9.  Brammit  v.  Fomeas,  1  Ind.  App.  (N.S.)  1005,  1006. 
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of  law.i'  In  determining  the  question  whether  a  person  in  starting 
a  fire  on  his  own  land  exercised  such  care,  caution,  and  diligence  as 
a  prudent  and  reasonable  man  would  have  exercised  under  tibe  same 
dreamstances,  an  important  factor  to  bo  taken  into  consideration  is 
whether  there  was  at  the  time  a  wind  which  was  reasonably  calcu- 
lated  to  spread  iire.^'  It  has  also  generally  been  considered  that  the 
condition  of  the  season  as  to  dryness  is  an  important  element  in 
determining  whether  a  person  exercised  proper  care  in  sCarting  a 
fire  on  his  own  land.'* 

4.  Application  of  Doctrine  of  Proximate  Cause  Generally. — ^In  deter- 
mining the  existence  of  liability  for  damages  caused  by  fires  the 
question  in  every  case  is  whether  or  not  the  original  fire  was  the 
proximate  cause  of  the  loss.^*  Although  in  England  it  has  been 
eaid  that  whether  or  not  a  reasonable  man  would  have  anticipated 
the  result  is  not  the  true  test  of  defendant's  liability,"  yet  the  gen- 
eral rule  is  to  the  effect  that  the  defendant  will  be  held  r^ponsible  . 
if  the  loss  is  a  natural  result  of  his  carelessness  which  might  have 
been  foreseen  by  a  reasonable  person,  but  will  not  be  liable  for  any 
injuries  which  could  not  have  been  foreseen  or  expected  as  a  result 
of  his  negligence  or  misconduct'^   While  there  is  practical  accord 


13.  MeNally  v.  Colwell,  91  Mich.  7,  U  C.  C.  A.  253,  27  L.R.A.  583; 
527,  52  N.  W.  70,  30  A.  S.  R.  494.  The  Santa  Rita,  176  Fed.  890,  100  C. 

14.  Linn  v.  Barker,  106  Me.  339,  76  C.  A.  360,  30  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1210; 
Atl.  700,  20  Ann.  Cae.  697  and  note;  Clark  v.  Wallace,  51  Colo.  437,  118 
Marvin  t.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  79  Pac.  973,  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  349;  Bene- 
Wis.  140,  47  N.  W.  1123,  11  L.R.A.  diet  Pineapple  Co.  t.  Atlantic  Coast 
606;  Miller  v.  Neale,  137  Wis.  426,  Line  R.  Co.,  55  Fla.  514,  46  So.  732, 
119  N.  E.  94,  129  A.  S.  R.  1077.  20  L.R.A.(N.S.)  92  and  note;  Beck- 

15.  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Nitscbe,  ham  v.  Seaboard  Air-Line  R.  Co.,  127 
126  Ind.  229,  26  N.  E.  51,  22  A.  S.  E.  Ga.  550,  56  S.  E.  638, 12  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
582,  9  L.R.A.  756.  476;  Pent  t.  Toledo,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  59 

Notes:  123  A.  S.  R.  677  ;  20  Ann.  111.  349,  14  Am.  Rep.  13;  Gagg  v. 

Caa.  701,  702.  Vetter,  41  Ind.  228,  13  Am.  Rep.  322; 

16.  Beckham  v.  Seaboard  Air-Line  Pennsylvania  Co.  v.  Whitloek,  99  Ind. 
R.  Co.,  127  Ga.  550,  56  8.  E.  638,  16,  60  Am.  Rep.  71 ;  Sweeney  v.  Mer- 
12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  476;  Clemens  v.  Han-  rill,  38  Kan.  216,  16  Pac  454,  5  A. 
nihal,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  53  Mo.  366,  14  S.  R.  734;  Bnrbank  v.  Bethel  Steam 
Am.  Rep.  460;  Adams  v.  Young,  44  Mill  Co.,  75  Me.  373,  46  Am.  Rep. 
Ohio  St.  80,  4  N.  E.  599,  58  Am.  400;  Stone  v.  Boston,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  171 
Rep.  789;  Hoag  v.  Lake  Shore,  etc.,  Mass.  536,  61  N.  E.  1,  41  L.R.A.  794; 
R.  Co.,  85  Pa.  St.  293,  27  Am.  Rep.  Lillibridge  v.  MeCann,  117  Mich.  84, 
653;  Anderson  v.  Miller,  96  Tenn.  36,  75  N.  W.  288,  72  A.  S.  R.  553,  41 
33  S.  W.  615,  54  A.  S.  R.  812,  31  L.R.A.  381;  Clemens  v.  Hannibal,  etc., 
LJtA..  604;  Miller  v.  Neale,  137  Wis.  R.  Co.,  53  Mo.  366, 14  Am.  Rep.  460; 
426,  119  N.  W.  94,  129  A.  S.  R.  1077.  HoflEman  v.  King,  160  N.  Y.  618,  55 

Notes:  30  A.  S.  R.  507;  21  L.R.A.  N.  E.  401,  73  A.  S.  R.  716  and  note, 

259.  And  see  Proxiuate  Causb.  46  L.R.A.  672 ;  Bowers  t.  East  Ten- 

17.  Note :  21  L.R.A.  260.  nessee,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  144  N.  C.  684,  57 

18.  Goodlander  Mill  Co.  v.  Standard  S.  E.  453,  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  446;  Owen 
Oil  Co.,  63  Fed.  400,  24  U.  S.  App.  v.  Cook,  9  N.  D.  134,  81  N.  W.  285, 
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among  the  courts  that  the  liability  of  one  setting  a  fire  extends  to 
all  the  proximate  results  of  the  act,^*  and  that  such  liability  ceasea 
as  soon  as  an  independent  efficient  cause  intervenes  between  the  orig- 
inal act  and  the  loss  for  which  the  damage  is  sought^'**  yet^  as  in 
other  cases  of  proximate  cause  when  the  attempt  is  made  to  ascer- 
tain which  it  is  and  whether  or  not  there  is  an  intervening  cause, 
there  is  no  little  diversity  of  opinion.^  According  to  the  weight  of 
authority,  the  fact  that  the  fire  which  burned  plaintiff's  property 
was  communicated  from  the  burning  of  other  intervening  property, 
does  not  relieve  defendant  from  liability  '  even  though  the  property 
is  that  of  a  third  person,'  and  the  causal  connection  will  only  cease 
when,  between  the  negligence  and  the  damage,  an  object  is  interposed 
which  would  have  prevented  the  injury  if  due  care  had  been  taken.^ 
In  a  few  instances  the  courts  have  attempted  to  limit  the  liability  in 
the  case  of  buildings  destroyed  by  fire  to  the  first  building  burned, 
and  arbitrarily  to  determine  that  the  fire  was  not  the  proximate  cause 
of  any  loss  beyond  that,  by  holding  that  there  is  no  liability  for  the 
burning  of  a  building  to  which  fire  is  communicated  from  the  first 
building  set  on  fire>   And  it  has  also  been  held  that  if  a  person 

47  LJRA.  646;  PennsyWaniB  R.  Co.  Ann.  Cas,  210;  Billman  v.  Indianapo- 

T.  Hope,  80  Pa.  St.  373,  21  Am.  Rep.  lis,  etc.,  R.  Co^  76  Ind.  166,  40  Am. 

100;  Hoag  v.  Lake  Shore,  etc.,  R.  Co..  Rep.  230;  HcKenna  v.  Baessler,  86 

85  Pa.  St.  293,  27  Am.  Rep.  653;  la.  197,  53  N.  W.  103, 17  L.RJI.  310; 

Lehigh  Valley  R.  Co.  v.  McKeei,  90  Kansas  City,  eto.,  R.  Co.  v.  Blaker, 

Pa.  St.  122,  35  Am.  Rep.  644  and  68  Kan.  244,  75  Pac.  71,  1  Ann.  Cas. 

note;  Haverly  v.  State  Line,  etc.,  R.  883,  64  L.R.A.  81;  Hart  v.  Western 

Co.,  135  Pa.  St.  50,  19  Ati.  1013,  20  R.  Corp.,  13  Mete.  (Mass.)  99,  46 

A.  S.  R.  848  and  note;  Bdiling  v.  Am.  Dee.  719  and  note;  Phillips  v. 
Southwest  Pennsylvania  Pipe  lines,  Durham,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  138  N.  C.  12, 
160  Pa.  St.  359,  28  Atl.  777,  40  A.  50  S.  E.  462,  3  Ann.  Cas.  384  and 
S.  R.  724  and  note;  St  Louis,  etc.,  note;  Hardy  v.  Hines  Bros.  Lumber 

B.  Co.  T.  McKinsey,  78  Tex.  298,  14  Co.,  160  N.  C.  113,  75  S.  E.  855,  42 
S.  W.  645,  22  A.  S.  R.  64.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  759  and  note;  Adanut  t. 

Note:  5  A.  S.  R.  737.  Toung,  44  Ohio  St.  80,  4  N.  E.  599, 

19.  Beckham  t.  Seaboard  Air-Une  58  Am.  Rep.  789;  Kellogg  t.  Chicago, 

R.  Co.,  127  Oa.  550,  56  S.  E.  638,  12  etc.,  R.  Co.,  26  Wis.  223,  7  Am.  Rep. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  476;  Delaware,  etc.,  R.  69. 

Co.  T.  Salmon,  39  N.  J.  L.  209,  23  Notes:  52  Am.  Rep.  157;  30  A.  S. 


20.  The  Santa  Rita,  176  Fed.  890,  3.  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  t.  Nitsebe, 

100  C.  C.  A.  360,  30  L.R.A.CN.S.)  126  Ind.  229,  26  N.  B.  61,  22  A.  S.  B. 

1210;  CUrk  v.  Wallace,  51  Colo.  437,  582,  9  L.R.A.  750. 

118  Pac.  973,  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  349  ;  4.  Note:  30  A.  S.  R.  505. 

Leavitt  T.  Bangor,  etc,  R.  Co,,  89  Me.  5.  Ryan  v.  New  York  Cent.  R.  Co- 

509,  36  Atl.  998,  36  L.R.A.  382.  35  N.  Y.  210,  81  Am.  Dec.  49;  Penn- 

Note:  21  L.R.A.  259.  sylvania  R.  Co.  v.  Kerr,  62  Pa.  St 

1.  Note:  21  L.R.A.  259.  See  gen-  353,  1  Am.  Rep.  431.  And  see  Penn- 
erally,  Proximate  Cause.  sylvania  Co.  v.  Whitloek,  99  Lid.  16, 

2.  Florida  East  Coast  R.  Co.  v.  59  Am.  Rep.  71. 
Welch,  53  FU.  145,  44  So.  260,  12  Note:  21  L.R.A.  260. 
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Ugbta  a  fire  upon  his  own  premises,  on  which  he  has  maintained 
inflammable  material  extending  to  his  neighbor's  lands,  and  the  fire, 
fed  by  this  material,  spreads  upon  abutting  lands,  the  damage  is 
the  proximate  result  of  the  act  and  a  liability  exists;  but  this  is  the 
limit,  and  if  the  fire  once  set  runs  across  the  lines  of  an  abutting 
owner,  and  upon  the  lands  of  other  proprietors,  the  damage  caused 
to  the  latter  is  the  remote  result  of  starting  the  fire,  and  the  one 
who  started  it  is  not  answerable  for  such  damage.'  Other  decisions, 
however,  in  these  same  states  have  laid  down  the  docbine  that  where 
the  destruction  of  pIainti£F's  property  was  to  be  anticipated  from  the 
moment  the  fire  started  and  was  a  natural  and  direct  effect  of  such 
fire,  the  fact  that  the  property  of  a  third  person  intervened  between 
the  fire  and  plalntifif's  property  which  burned  first,  and  communi- 
cated the  fire  to  it,  will  not  render  the  starting  of  the  fire  so  remote, 
as  a  cause  of  plaintiff's  damage,  that  it  will  relieve  the  one  who  started 
the  fire  from  liability  therefor.'  The  liability  of  the  defendant  is 
not  necessarily  affected  by  the  distance  of  the  plaintiff's  property 
from  the  point  where  the  fire  started,*  and  the  mere  fact  that  the 
fire  before  causing  the  loss  complained  of  crosses  an  intervening  street, 
road,  ditch,  or  field,  will  not  break  the  connection  so  as  to  relieve 
the  one  starting  such  fire,  from  liability.*  Nor  will  the  fact  that 
the  fire  has  traveled  over  considerable  ^ace  and  been  revived  by  a 
wind  after  having  apparently  gone  out  before  doing  the  damage, 
relieve  from  liability.^'  So  also  it  has  been  held  that  the  fact  that 
some  days  intervened  between  the  kindling  of  the  fire  and  the  time 
that  it  spread  to  the  plaintiff's  premises  did  not  of  necessity  break 
the  causal  connection  between  the  defendant's  negligence  and  the 
destruction  of  the  plaintiff's  jJroperty.**  The  destruction  of  property 

6.  Hoffman  v.  King,  160  N.  T.  618,  R.  607;  21  L.R.A.  261;  42  L.R.A. 
55  N.  E.  401,  73  A.  S,  R.  715,  46  (N.S.)  760;  3  Ann.  Cas.  386. 
L.R.A.  672.  9.  Toledo,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Pindar, 

7.  O'Neill  V.  New  York,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  53  I!!.  447,  5  Am.  Rep.  57;  Louis- 
115  N.  Y.  579,  22  N.  E.  217,  5  L.R.A.  ville,  etc..  R.  Co.  v.  Nitsche,  126  Ind. 
591;  Pennsylvania  R.  Co.  v.  Hope,  229,  26  N.  E.  51,  22  A,  S.  R.  582,  9 
80  Pa.  St.  373,  21  Am.  Rep.  100.  L.R.A.  750;  McKenna  v.  Baessler,  86 
And  see  Adams  v.  Young,  44  Ohio  St.  la.  197,  53  N.  W.  103,  17  L.R.A.  310; 
80,  4  N.  E.  599,  58  Am.  Rep.  789  and  Parley  v.  Eastern  R.  Co.,  98  Mass. 
note.  414,  96  Am.  Dec.  645. 

Note:  6  Am.  Rep.  599,  600.  Note:  21  L.R.A.  261. 

8.  Atchison,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Stanford,  10.  Poeppers  v.  Missonri,  etc.,  R. 
12  Kan.  354,  15  Am.  Rep.  362;  Hardy  Co.,  67  Mo.  715,  29  Am.  Rep.  518; 
V.  Hines  Bros.  Lumber  Co.,  160  N.  Missouri  Pae.  R.  Co.  v.  Cullers,  81 
C.  113,  75  S.  E.  855,  42  L.R.A.(N.S.)  Tex.  382,  17  S.  W.  19,  13  L.R.A.  542. 
759  and  note;  Adams  v.  Young,  44  11.  Hawkins  v.  Collins,  89  Neb.  140, 
Ohio  St.  80,  4  N.  E.  599,  58  Am.  131  N.  "W.'l87,  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  194; 
Rep.  789;  Atkinson  v.  Goodrich  Hardy  v.  Hincs  Bros.  Lumber  Co.,  160 
Transp.  Co.,  60  Wis.  141,  18  N.  W.  N.  C.  133,  75  S.  E.  855,  42  LJl.A. 
764,  60  Am.  Rep.  352.  (N.S.)  759  and  note. 

Notes:  50  Am.  Rep.  81;  30  A.  S. 
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by  a  back  fire  kindled  to  fight  an  approaching  fire  which  would 
surely  have  destroyed  the  property  if  the  back  fire  had  not  been  set 
must  be  regarded  as  caused  by  the  original  fire,  and  the  liability  of 
the  person  who  is  responsible  for  such  fire  is  not  affected  by  the  back 
fire.'*  Generally  speaking  the  question  whether  the  negligent  act 
or  misconduct  of  the  one  setting  the  fire  was  the  proximate  cause  of 
the  loss  is  for  the  jury,  under  proper  instructions  from  the  court.*' 
5.  Conditions  or  Forces  of  Nature  as  Independent  Effldent  Causes. — 
In  applying  the  doctrine  of  proximate  and  remote  cause  as  determin- 
ing the  liability  for  injuries  by  fire,  the  common  conditions  or  forces 
of  nature,  such  as  ordinary  wind,  cold,  heat,  and  the  like,  that  are 
usual  at  the  time  and  place  and  under  the  circumstances,  and  that 
reasonably  should  have  been  expected  or  foreseen  as  probable  to  occur, 
are  not,  in  general,  independent,  efficient  causes,  when  they  affect 
or  operate  upon  a  negligent  act  or  omission  in  causing  a  result.  Those 
who  are  negligent  are  held  in  law  to  know  the  usual  effect  of  ordi- 
nary natural  conditions  and  forces  upon  a  negligent  act  or  omission, 
and  to  have  contemplated  the  appearance  and  the  effect  of  such  con- 
ditions and  forces  upon  their  negligence  or  upon  its  proximate  results, 
and  to  be  liable  in  damages  for  the  natural  and  probable  proximate 
results  of  the  negligence.**  A  large  number  of  cases  involving  the 
question  of  weather  conditions  as  an  independent,  efficient,  interven- 
ing cause  have  to  do  with  a  wind  which  facilitates  the  spread  of  a 
fire  which  has  been  negligently  started,  and  it  is  generally  held  that 
an  ordinary  wind,  even  though  it  is  a  high  wind,  cannot  be  considered 
as  an  independent,  intervening  cause,**  nor  is  a  mere  change  in  the 
direction  of  the  wind  usually  so  considered.*'  Where,  however,  the 
wind  is  extraordinary  and  unusual,  some  cases  hold  that  it  so  breaks 
the  causal  connection  between  the  negligent  act  and  the  resulting  loss 
as  to  relieve  the  defendant  from  the  effects  of  his  negligence.*'  In 

12.  McKeona  T..BaessIer,  86  la.  197,  61  W.  Va,  571,  66  S.  E.  893,  8  L.R.A. 
53  N.  W.  103,  17  L.R.A.  310.  (N.S.)  1263;  KeUogg  v.  Chicago,  etc., 

13.  See  infra,  par.  15.  And  see  R.  Co.,  26  Wis.  223,  7  Am.  Rep.  69. 
Proximate  Cause.  Notes:  52  Am.  Rep.  157;  36  A.  S. 

14.  Benedict  Pineapple  Co.  v.  At-  R.  824  ;  20  LJIA.(N.S.)  02;  20  Ann. 
laatic  Coast  Line  R.  Co.,  55  Fla.  514,  Cas.  703. 

46  So.  732,  20  L.R.A.(N.S.)  92  and  16.  Florida  East  Coast  R.  Co.  v. 
note ;  Kellogg  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  Welch,  53  Fla.  145,  44  So.  250,  12 
26  Wis.  223,  7  Am.  Rep.  69.  Ann.  Cas.  210;  Poeppers  v.  Missouri, 

16.  Benedict  Pineapple  Co.  v.  At-  etc.,  R.  Co.,  67  Mo.  715,  29  Am.  Rep. 
iantic  Coast  Line  R.  Co.,  55  Fla.  514,  518.  But  see  Read  v.  Nichols,  118 
46  So.  732,  20  L.R.A.{N.S.)  92  and  N.  Y.  224,  23  N.  E.  468,  7  L.R.A. 
note ;  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Nitsehe,  130. 

126  Ind.  229,  26  N.  E.  51,  22  A.  S.  R.      Note:  20  L.R.A.(N.S.)  92. 
582,  9  L  R.A.  750;  Lillibridge  v.  Mc-      17.  Fent  v.  Toledo,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  59 
Cann,  117  Mich.  84,  75  N.  W.  288,  III.  349, 14  Am.  Rep.  13 ;  Pennsylvania 
72  A.  S.  R.  553,  41  L.R.A.  381;  Ma-  Co.  v.  Whitlock,  99  Ind.  16,  50  Am,, 
haffey  v.  J.  L.  Rumbai^r  Lumber  Co.,  Rep.  71 ;  Louisville,  etc,  R.  Co,  ' 
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some  cases  it  has  been  held  that  the  question  whether  the  wind  was  an 
independent,  efficient,  intervening  cause  was  a  question  for  the  jury.** 
^  With  regard  to  whether  the  discharge  of  oil  into  streams,  bays,  or  har- 
bors is  the  proximate  cause  of  fires  resulting  from  the  ignition  of  such 
oil,  the  few  cases  in  which  this  question  has  arisen  are  not  in  harmony. 
Some  courts  hold  that  the  water  is  an  intervening  agency  sufficiently 
ind^ndent  and  powerful  to  constitute  a  new  force,  without  which  the 
injuiy  might  not  have  happened,  and  that  it  causes  a  sufficient  break 
in  the  chain  of  causation  to  relieve  the  defendant  from  liability.** 
Other  authorities,  however,  take  the  view  that  as  an  agency  for  the 
transmission  of  burning  oil,  water  is  just  as  certain  and  ^ectual  in 
its  operations  as  the  wind  in  carrying  flame  or  a  spark,  or  combustible 
matter  in  spreading  a  fire,  and  that  in  keeping  up  the  continuity 
between  cause  and  effect  it  may  be  just  as  certain  and  effectual  in 
its  operation  as  any  other  material  force.** 

6.  Injuries  Received  is  Attempting  to  Protect  Property  from  Fire. — 
According  to  some  authorities  the  attempt  to  put  out  a  fire,  or  to 
save  property,  is  in  itself  the  proximate  cause,  and  the  original  negli- 
gent act  in  setting  out  a  fire  the  remote  cause,  of  any  injury  that 
the  plaintiff  may  receive  while  engaged  in  the  attempt,  entirely  regard- 
less of  the  fact  that  he  may  have  acted  in  a  reasonably  careful  man- 
ner.* The  reasoning  underlying  this  view  is  that  while  the  defendant 
should  have  anticipated  that  its  negligence  would  endanger  the  prop- 
erty of  the  plaintiff,  and  that  plaintiff,  and  perhaps  others,  would 
attempt  to  extinguish  the  fire  and  thereby  save  the  property,  it  could 
not  have  anticipated  tliat  in  this  attempt  anyone  would  be  injured. 
It  might  have  anticipated  such  an  event  in  case  of  negligence  on 
the  part  of  the  person  injured  by  the  flames;  but  no  one  is  bound 
to  act  in  such  case  upon  the  theory  that  parties  who  may  possibly 
be  affected  by  bis  conduct  will  be  injured  through  their  own  negli- 

Nitsche,  126  Ind.  229,  26  N.  E,  61,  19.  Hoag  v.  Lake  Shore,  etc.,  R.  Co- 

22  A.  S.  R.  682,  9  L.R.A,  760;  Sweeney  85  Pa.  St.  293,  27  Am.  Rep.  653. 

V.  Merrill,  38  Kan.  216,  16  Pac.  454,  Note:  30  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1210. 

5  A.  S.  R.  734;  Miller  v.  Martin,  16  20.  The  Santa  Rita,  176  Fed.  890, 

Mo.  508,  57  Am.  Dec.  242;  Poeppers  100  C.  C.  A.  360,  30  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

V.  Missouri,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  67  Mo.  715,  1210  and  note. 

29  Am.  Rep.  518;  Seale  t.  Gulf,  etc.,  1.  Illinois  Cent.  R.  Co.  v.  Siler,  229 
R.  Co.,  65  Tex.  274,  57  Am.  Rep.  602;  lil.  390,  82  N.  E.  362,  11  Ann.  Cas. 
Marvin  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  79  368  and  note,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  819 
Wis.  140,  47  N.  W.  1123,  11  L.R.A.  and  note  (stating  that  this  is  the  view 
506  and  note.  of  some  courts,  but  holding  to  the  con- 
Notes:  20  L.R.A.(N.S.)  92;  36  trary) ;  Seale  v.  Gulf,  etc.,  R.  Co., 
L.R.A.{N.S.)  198;  20  Ann.  Cas.  700,  65  Tex.  274,  67  Am.  Rep.  602.  And 
703.  see  Chattanooga  Light,  etc.,  Co.  t. 

18.  Toledo,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Pindar,  53  Hodges,  109  Tenn.  331,  70  S.  W.  616, 

ni.  447,  5  Am.  Rep.  57.  97  A.  S.  R.  844,  60  L.R.A.  469. 
Note:  20  L.R.A.(N.S.)  95. 
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gence.'  Other  authoritiea  hold  that  the  attempt  to  save  propeHy 
LQ  danger  of  being  destroyed  by  fire  negligently  set  out  by  the  defend- 
ant is  not,  in  and  of  itself,  such  an  intervening  cause  as  to  break 
the  chain  of  causation  between  the  original  negligent  act  and  the 
injury  received  in  the  attempt,'  and  that  one  who,  without  negligence 
on  his  part,  makes  an  effort  to  save  his  own  property  in  danger  of 
destruction  by  fire  negligently  set  by  another,  and  in  so  doing  is 
personally  injured  by  the  fire,  may  recover  for  such  injuries  from 
the  person  who  set  the  fire,  as  that  act  would  be  deemed  the  proximate 
cause  of  the  injury.^  In  some  of  these  latter  casra,  at  least,  no  dis- 
tinction is  made  as  to  the  ownership  of  the  property  in  danger.  If 
the  attempt  to  save  the  property  be  not  deemed,  in  and  of  itself, 
the  proximate  cause  of  the  injuries,  the  mere  fact  that  the  property 
belonged  to  someone  other  than  the  plaintiff  will  not  of  itself  pre- 
vent a  recovery.'  In  a  number  of  cases  recovery  has  been  denied 
the  plaintiff  for  injuries  received  in  attempting  to  protect  property 
upon  the  ground  of  his  own  contributory  negligence.  In  these  cases, 
however,  tibe  right  of  the  defendant  to  recover,  had  he  not  been  guilty 
of  contributory  negligence,  is  not  expressly  upheld .• 

7.  Contributory  Negligence  of  Person  Injured  by  Fire. — ^Actions 
to  recover  damages  for  injuries  caused  by  fires  negligently  set  or 
permitted  to  spread,  form  no  exception  to  the  well  established  rule 
that  negligence  on  tiie  part  of  the  plaintiff  proximately  contribut- 
ing to  the  injury  may  defeat  a  recovery  of  damages  by  him  notr 
withstanding  the  negligence  of  the  defendant.'  Thus  lack  of  reason- 
able prudence  in  failing  to  take  proper  precautions  to  protect  one's 
property  from  a  fire  started  by  another  may  constitute  such  negli- 
gence as  will  prevent  his  recovery  of  damages  for  the  burning  of 
such  property,  if  he  saw  the  fire  and  danger  in  time  to  protect  his 
property  against  it.^  As  already  seen  it  has  been  held  by  some 
authorities  that  one  voluntarily  exposing  himself  to  danger,  in  order 
to  save  his  property  from  a  fire  caused  by  another's  ne^gence,  can- 
not recover  therefor .• 

8.  Statutory  Imposition  of  Liability.^Many  of  the  states  have 
undertaken  to  regulate  by  statutes  more  or  less  general  the  use  of 

2.  Seale  v.  Gulf,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  65  Co.,  70  Minn.  272,  73  N.  W.  648.  68 
Tex.  274,  57  Am.  Rep.  602.  A.  S.  R.  524. 

3.  Illinois  Cent.  R.  Co.  v.  Siler,  229      Note:  15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  820. 

ni.  390,  82  N.  E.  362,  11  Ann.  Cas.  6.  Cook  v.  Johnston,  58  Mich.  437, 

368,  15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  819  and  note.  25  N.  W.  388,  55  Am.  Rep.  703. 

4.  Illinois  Cent.  R.  Co.  v.  Siler,  229  Note;  15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  820. 
m.  390,  82  N.  E.  362,  11  Ann.  Cas.  7.  See  generally,  Negligence. 

368,  15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  819  and  note;      8.  Brown  v.  Brooks,  85  Wis.  290, 
Berg  V.  Great  Northern  R.  Co.,  70  55  N.  W.  395,  21  L.RJL.  256  and  note. 
Minn.  272,  73  N.  W.  648,  68  A.  S.  R.  And  see  infra,  par.  30. 
524.  9.  See  infra,  par.  8. 

6.  See  Berg  v.  Great  Noitbein  R. 
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fire  for  various  purposes  and  have  prescribed  the  conditions  under 
which  liability  shall  attach  in  case  injury  is  done  to  others  from  its 
use.  In  some  states  the  basis  of  liability  is  that  of  negligence,  while  in 
others  an  absolute  liability  is  imposed.***  There  would  seem  to  be 
no  doubt  that  a  state  has  the  power  to  impose  absolute  liability 
upon  one  causing  loss  of  property  by  the  use  of  agencies  necessarily 
destructive  and  in  t^e  use  of  which  absolute  control  is  impossible, 
whether  the  one  using  the  agency  be  a  private  person  or  a  corpora- 
tion,** and  in  some  jurisdictions  one  who  kindles  a  fire  is  made  liable 
by  statute  for  any  damage  such  fire  may  do  if  it  runs  upon  the  land 
of  another,  and  proof  of  negligence  is  not  required."  Another  com- 
mon instance  of  legislation  of  this  sort  is  that  directed  against  the 
firing  of  prairie,  woods  or  marshes  resulting  in  damage  to  the  prop- 
erty of  another.**  Some  of  these  statutes,  at  least  in  their  earlier 
form,  prohibited  the  setting  of  such  fires  in  the  inhabited  parts  of 
(he  state,  even  on  one's  own  land  during  bertain  months,  and  dur- 
ing the  rest  of  the  year  except  for  the  necessary  preservation  of  one's 
farm  or  inclosure  from  accident  by  fire,  and  then  only  upon  giving 
his  neighbors  due  notice  of  his  intention  to  do  so.**  Even  though 
the  one  setting  such  fire  is  within  the  exception  of  the  statute,  he 
must  show  his  justification.**  A  statute  making  one  liable,  absolutely, 
for  setting  fire  to  woods,  marshes,  or  prairies,  does  not  however  apply 
to  other  property,  and  in  the  case  of  that,  negligence  or  wilfulness 
must  be  shown  to  establish  liability.**  Under  a  statute  making  the 
owner  of  land  liable  for  injury  to  neighboring  property  by  fire  wil- 
fully or  negligently  permitted  to  escape  therefrom,  the  owner  is  not 
answerable  for  fire  escaping  from  property  in  poss^on  of  a  tenant 
unless  he  knew  of  the  existence  of  a  fire  thereon,  or  had  knowledge 
of  facts  which  would  charge  him  with  notice  that  the  danger  of  such 
fire  breaking  out  thereon  was  imminent.*^  The  criminal  codes  of 
some  states  expressly  impose  a  penalty  upon  any  person  who  shall 
wilfully  and  intentionally,  or  negligently  and  carelessly  set  on  fire 

10.  Notea:  30  A.  S.  R.  505;  21  25  S.  W.  936,  42  A,  S.  R.  530,  25 
L.R.A.  261;  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  195.  L.R.A.  175. 

11.  Campbell  v.  Miseouri  Pac.  R.  Notes:  30  A.  S.  R.  505;  21  L.R.A. 
Co.,  121  Mo.  340,  25  S.  W.  936,  42  262;  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  195. 

A.  S.  R.  530  and  note,  25  L.R.A.  175.  14.  Johnson  v.  Barber,  5  Gilman 
And  see  infra,  par.  33.  (HI.)  425,  50  Am.  Dec.  416;  Rode- 

12.  Orissell  v.  Housatonio  R.  Co.,  macher  t.  Milwaukee,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  41 
54  Conn.  447,  0  AtL  137,  1  A.  S.  R.  la.  297,  20  Am.  Rep.  592. 

138.  16.  Johnson  v.  Barber,  5  Gilman 

Note:  30  A.  S.  R.  505,  506.  (III.)  425,  60  Am.  Dec.  416. 

18.  Johnson  v.  Barber,  5  Gilman      16.  Note:  21  L.R.A.  261. 
(111.)  425,  50  Am.  Dec.  416;  De  France     17.  RogeiB  v.  Parker,  159  Mich.  278, 
V.  Spencer,  2  O.  Greene  (la.)  462,  123  N.  W.  U09,  18  Ann.  Cas.  763, 
52  Am.  Dec.  533  and  note;  Campbell  34  L.BA.(N.S.)  966. 
T.  Missouri  Pac.  R.  Co.,  121  Mo.  340, 
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any  woods,  prairies  or  other  grounds  whatever,  other  than  his  own,*' 
but  it  has  been  held  that  a  railroad  company,  which  in  good  faith, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  complying  with  its  duty  to  keep  its  right  of 
way  clear  of  combustible  substances,  sets  out  fire  on  its  right  of  way 
does  not  violate  such  statute.^* 

Enforcement  of  Liability  and  Meatfwre  of  Damages 

9,  Nature  and  Assignability  of  Cause  of  Action. — The  general  rule 
that  an  action  for  a  tort  or  based  upon  a  wrongful  act,  is  single  and 
indivisible,  and  gives  rise  to  but  one  liahility,  applies  to  actions  for 
the  destruction  of  property  by  fire.**  There  are  but  few  cases  pass- 
ing directly  on  the  question  of  the  assignability  of  a  ca\ise  of  action 
for  the  destruction  of  property  by  fire,  and  these  are  not  in  harmony. 
Based  on  the  rule  that  a  cause  of  action  for  tort  is  not  assignable, 
it  has  been  held  by  some  authorities  that  a  cause  of  action  for  the 
destruction  of  property  by  fire  is  not  assignable.  On  the  other  hand, 
there  are  cases  holding  that  a  cause  of  action  for  the  destruction  of 
proj)erty  by  fire  is  assignable.* 

10.  Parties  Generally. — In  actions  for  the  destruction  of  property 
by  fire,  the  usual  rule  applies  that  proof  of  actual  peaceable  and 
exclusive  possession  of  personal  property  is  sufiicient  prima  facie 
evidence  of  ownership  to  sustain  a  suit  for  damages  for -its  destruc- 
tion against  a  mere  wrongdoer  who  shows  no  right  to  it.'  It  has 
been  held  howev^  that  the  fact  that  btiildings  in  the  possession  of 
one  person,  and  because  of  the  destruction  of  which  he  brings  suit, 
were  on  the  land  of  another,  repels  the  presumption  of  ownership 
arising  from  possession,  and  plaintiff  must  affirmatively  show  that 
they  were  personal  property  and  that  he  had  the  right  to  remove  them 
from  the  soil.*  The  general  rule  that  the  mortgagor  of  real  estate 
has,  as  against  third  persons,  a  right  of  action  for  injuries  to  the 
promises,  since  as  to  such  persons  he  is  to  be  regarded  as  the  owner 
of  the  property,^  applies  to  actions  for  injuries  to  property  by  fire.* 

18.  ChecHey  v.  XUinois  Cent.  E.  Co.,  Pac.  51,  138  A.  8.  R.  870,  20  Ann. 
257  111.  491,  100  N.  E.  942,  Ann.  Gas.  255.  See  g«neraU j,  AcnoKS,  toL 
Cas.  1914A  1202,  44  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1,  p.  344  et  eeq. 

1127;  De  France  v.  Spencer,  2  O.  1.  Note:  20  Ann.  Cas.  259.  See 

Greene  (la.)  462,  62  Am.  Dee.  533  Assignubnts,  vol.  2,  p.  611. 

and  note.  2.  Missoori  Pac.  R.  Co.  t.  Cnllexa, 

19.  Checkley  v.  Ulinoia  Cent.  R.  Co.,  81  Tei.  382,  17  S.  W.  19,  13  L.R.A. 
257  HI.  491,  100  N.  E.  942,  Ann.  542.  See  gen^iiaUy,  PARrnis:  Tokts; 
Cas.  1914A  1202,  44  L3A.(N.S.)  Trespass. 

1127.  3.  Afissonri  Pac.  R.  Co.  v.  Cullm, 

20.  Knowlton  v.  New  York,  etc.,  R.  81  Tex.  382,  17  S.  W.  19,  13  UB^ 
Co.,  147  Mass.  606,  18  N.  B.  580,  1  542. 

L.R.A.  625  and  note;  Kansas  City,  4.   Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  652. 

etc.,  R.  Co.  V.  Shatt,  24  Okla.  96,  104  5.  Van  Dyke  v.  Grand  Trunk  E.  Co. 
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So  also  the  rule  that  unless  there  has  in  some  way  been  an  actual 
severance  of  ownership,  tenants  in  common  must  join  in  an  action 
relating  to  the  common  property  *  applies  to  actions  for  injuries  to 
such  common  property  by  fire.' 

11.  Insurance  as  Affecting  Right  of  Action. — ^While  payment  by 
the  insurer  to  the  owner  of  the  property  destroyed  or  injured  by 
fire  does  not  bar  the  right  of  action  against  the  party  originally  liable 
for  the  loss,  nor,  as  a  rule  diminish  the  damages  recoverable,*  it  is 
well  settled  that  where  an  insurance  company  pays  to  the  insured  a 
loEB  caused  by  the  negligence  of  another  in  burning  the  property 
insured,  euch  payment  amounts  to  an  equitable  assignment  of  so 
much  of  the  claim  of  the  one  insured  against  the  wrongdoer  and 
subrogates  the  insurance  company  to  the  rights  of  the  insured.*  As 
to  the  proper  party  plaintiff  in  such  actions  all  the  authorities  are 
apparently  in  accord  upon  the  proposition  that,  in  the  absence  of 
statutes  requiring  actions  to  be  brought  by  the  real  party  in  interest, 
the  owner  of  insured  property  which  has  been  destroyed  by  another 
has  a  riglit  of  action  for  such  destruction,  regardless  of  whether  or 
not  he  has  been  reimbursed  for  his  loss  by  the  insurer,***  and  that 
the  insurer  cannot  maintain  such  action  in  its  own  name,  but  as 
the  succe^or  to  the  remedies  of  the  person  whom  it  has  indemnified." 
Under  statutes  requiring  suits  to  be  brought  by  the  real  party  in 
interest,  it  has  been  held  by  some  courts  that  the  insurer  must  bring 
the  action  against  the  wrongdoer  if  the  whole  value  of  the  property 
has  been  paid  by  it,  or  must  be  joined  with  the  owner  if  only  part 

84  Vt.  212,  78  Atl.  958,  Ann.  Caa.  2  Ann.  Cas.  457,  67  L.R.A.  416;  Hart 
1913A  640  and  note.  See  generally,  v.  Western  R.  Corp.,  13  Mete.  (Mass.) 
MoBTOAOES.  9S»  46  Am.  Dec.  719  and  note;  Con- 

6.  See  CoTBNAiror,  vol.  7,  p.  909  et  neeticut  Fire  Ina.  Co.  v.  Erie  R.  Co., 
geq.  '         T  r  Y.  399^  29  Am.  Rep.  171;  Homo 

7.  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Hart,  «  ^I^Son  Ry.  etc.,  Co., 
U9  Ind.  273,  21  N.  E.  763,  4  LJR.A.  20  Ore.  569,  26  Pac.  857,  23  A.  8. 
jj^^  a.  151  and  note.    See  generally,  Ik- 
s' See  infra  par  17  surance;  Proximatb  Causk;  Sdbro- 
9.  ConneeUeni  Mnt.  Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  **^TnP^/,f*.  on  t  n  a  /m  a  \  oTft 

New  To*,  et.  R.  Co..  25  Conn.  265,     J?;  ^^^n  JL^^^^^^^  Z.  Co. 

W  Am.  Dec  571  and  note;  Regan  v.      ^ew  York,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  25  Conn. 

2f'*  J°S'o*«'  ?•  ^^-i^^o^**"^-.^'  265,  65  Am.  Dec.  571  and  note;  Rock- 
22  Atl.  503,  25  A.  S.  R.  306;  Phenix  ingbam  Mut.  Fire  Ins.  Co.  v.  Bosher, 
Ina.  Co.  V.  Pennsylvania  R.  Co.,  134  39  Me.  253,  63  Am.  Dec.  618;  Thomp- 
Ind.  215,  33  N.  E.  970,  20  L.R.A.  son  v.  Seaboard  Air  Line  R.  Co.,  169 
405;  New  York,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Roper,  N.  C.  377,  81  S.  E.  315,  52  LJI.A. 
176  Ind.  497,  96  N.  E.  468,  36  L.R.A.  (N.S.)  97;  Home  Mut.  Ina.  Co.  v. 
(N.S.)  952;  Rockingham  Mut.  Fire  Oregon  Ry.  etc.,  Co.,  20  Ore.  569,  26 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Bosher,  39  Me.  253,  63  Pac.  857,  23  A.  S.  R.  151;  Anderaoa 
Am.  Dec.  618  and  note;  Dyer  v.  Maine  v.  Miller,  96  Tenn.  35,  33  S.  W.  615, 
Cent.  R.  Co.,  99  Me.  195,  58  Atl.  994,  64  A.  S.  R.  812,  31  L.R.A.  604. 
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has  been  paid.^'  Other  courts,  however,  hold  that  where  an  insur- 
ance company  pays  to  the  insured  a  loss  by  fire  occasioned  by  the 
wrong  of  a  third  party,  and  the  value  of  the  property  destroyed 
exceeds  the  amount  paid  by  the  insurance  company,  the  insured 
may  bring  an  action  in  his  own  name  against  the  wrongdoer,  and 
may  recover  the  full,amount  of  the  loss.'*  And  still  others  hold 
that  one  cannot  defeat  an  action  for  the  vatue  of  insured  property 
burned  by  his  negligence,  which  is  brought  by  its  owner,  on  the 
theory  that,  under  a  statute  requiring  every  action  to  be  prosecuted 
in  the  name  of  the  real  party  in  interest,  the  action  should  have 
been  prosecuted  by  the  insurer.'* 

12.  Pleading.— ^ince  in  the  absence  of  statute  to  the  contrary  neg- 
ligence or  misconduct  is  the  gist  of  the  action  to  recover  damf^es 
for  setting  or  permitting  the  spread  of  fire,'*  such  negligence  or 
misconduct  is  an  essential  element  in  the  pleadings  as  well  as  in 
the  proofs.*'  In  accordance  with  the  general  rule  in  actions  based 
on  neghgence,  an  allegation  of  the  defendant's  negligence  in  general 
terms  will  it  seems  be  sufficient  without  setting  out  the  specific  acts 
relied  on  as  the  basis  of  the  plaintiflf's  action. In  addition  to  the 
allegations  as  to  the  negligence  of  the  defendant,  the  declaration, 
petition  or  complaint  should  contain  allegations  of  fact  to  show  injury 
to  the  plaintiff,  and  that  such  injury  was  a  proximate  result  of  the 
negligence  alleged.'*  An  allegation  that  the  defendants,  their  serv- 
ants and  agents  set  the  fire,  has  been  held  sufficient  to  raise  the  issue 
whether  the  person  who  set  out  the  fire  was  an  agent  of  the  defend- 
ants and  whether  the  act  was  within  the  scope  of  his  employment.'* 
While  the  declaration,  petition  or  complaint  in  an  action  to  recover 
damages  for  injuries  caused  by  &*e  should  describe  the  property 

12.  Gonneetieiit  Fire  Ins.  Co.  v.  16.  See  supra,  par.  1. 

Erie  R.  Co.,  73  N.  T.  399, 29  Am.  Rep.  16.  Oandy  t.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co., 

171;  Cunningham  t.  Seaboard  Air  30  la.  420,  6  Am.  Rep.  6S2;  Day  t. 

Line  R.  Co.,  139  N.  C.  427,  51  S.  E.  H.  C.  Akeley  Lumber  Co.,  54  Minn. 

1029,  2  L.RA.(N.S.)  921  and  note;  522,  66  N.  W.  243,  23  LJtA.  513. 

Home  Mat  Ins.  Co.  t.  Oregon  Ry.  Note:  59  L.RA.  234. 

«te.,  Co.,  20  Ore.  669,  26  Pae.  857,  See  generally,  Negugskob.  And 

23  A.  S  R.  151.  see  infra,  par.  13. 
Note:  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  870.  17.  Louisville,  etc,  R.  Co.  Mar- 
is. Kansas  City,  etc..  R.  Co.  v.  Beak-  bury  Lumber  Co.,  125  Ala.  237,  28 

ra,  68  Kan.  244,  75  Pae.  71,  1  Ann.  So.  438,  6Q  LJLA.  620;  Lake  Erie, 

Cas.  883,  64  L.R.A.  81.  etc.,  R.  Co.      Oriffln,  8  Ind.  App. 

14.  Illinois  Cent.  R.  Co.  v.  Hick-  47,  35  N.  E.  396,  52  A.  S.  R.  465 

Uii,  131  Ky.  624,  115  S.  W.  762,  23  and  note.  See  generaUy,  Nequqekce; 

L£A.(N.S.)  870  and  note.  Fuudtsq. 

for  a  discussion  of  the  operation  and  18.  Bcmediet  Pineapple  Co.  v.  At- 

flffect  of  statutory  requirements  that  lantie  Coast  Line  R.  Co.,  56  Fla.  514, 

aotions  shall  be  brought  in  the  name  46  So.  732,  20  LJt.A.(N.S.)  92.  And 

of  the  real  party  in  interest,  see  Pab-  see  supra,  par.  4. 

nss.  '  .  19.  Note:  Ann.  Gas.  1914A  1103. 
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destroyed  or  damaged,  yet  an  immaterial  variance  between  the  alle- 
gations and  the  proof  will  not  be  fatal.*®  Where  as  is  the  case  in 
some  jurisdictions,  the  plaintiff  is  required  to  negative  his  own  con- 
tributory negligence,^  it  has  been  held  that  an  allegation  that  the 
fire,  injury  and  damage  were  not  in  any  manner  caused  by  the  act, 
fault  or  neglect  of-  the  plaintiff,  but  wholly  )^  the  fault,  neglect  and 
carelessness  of  the  defendant,  is  sufficient.*  With  regard  to  the  amend- 
ment of  pleadings  in  actions  for  injuries  by  fire,  the  usual  rules  as 
to  the  propriety  of  amendments  of  pleadings  in  civil  actions  gener- 
ally apply Thus  a  court  has  been  held  not  to  have  abused  its 
discretion  in  allowing  an  amendment  of  complaint  to  conform  to 
proof,  by  changing  the  plaintiff's  allegation  of  ownership  of  the  lands 
damaged  by  the  fire,  and  on  which  the  personalty  destroyed  or  injured 
by  such  fire  was  situated,  to  an  allegation  of  interest  as  entryman  under 
the  homestead  laws.  It  has  further  been  held  that  the  court  did  not 
abuse  its  discretion  in  denying  the  defendant's  application  for  a  con- 
tinuance on  account  of  such  amendment.* 

13.  Presumptions  and  Burden  of  Proof. — While  in  actions  for  inju- 
ries to  property  by  fires,  as  in  the  case  of  civil  actions  generally, 
there  is  much  apparent  conflict  of  authorities  as  to  the  question  of 
the  burden  of  proof  and  the  shifting  of  such  burden  during  the 
progress  of  the  cause,  a  correct  statement  of  the  rule  on  this  point 
is  believed  to  be  that  while  the  burden  of  proof  in  the  sense  of  the 
duty  of  producing  evidence  passes  from  party  to  party  as  the  case 
progresses,  the  burden  of  proof  as  meaning  the  obligation  to  establish 
the  truth  of  the  claim  by  a  preponderance  of  evidence  rests  through- 
out upon  the  party  asserting  the  affirmative  of  the  issue.*  It  is  the 
well  established  general  rule  that  the  destruction  of  property  by  fire, 
either  upon  the  premises  where  it  starts  or  is  kindled,  or  on  other 
property  to  which  it  is  communicated,  does  not  raise  a  presumption 
of  negligence,  either  in  the  kindling  or  management  of  the  fire,* 
and  that  in  all  such  cases  the  burden  of -proof  is  upon  the  plaintiff 
to  show  that  the  damage  was  caused  by  the  negligence  of  the  party 
kindling  the  fire  or  allowing  the  same  to  spread.'    Negligence  or 

20.  Hawkins  v.  Collins,  89  Neb.  140,  Co.,  117  Minn.  434,  136  N.  W.  275, 

131  N.  W.  187,  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  194.  Ann.  Cas.  1913D  924. 

See  generally,  Pleading.  5.  See  Evidence,  vol.  10,  p.  897. 

1.  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Richard-  6.  Catron  v.  Nichols,  81  Mo.  SO,  51 
ion,  66  Ind.  43,  32  Am.  Rep.  94;  Am.  Rep.  222. 

Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co,  v.  Hart,  119  Note:  30  A.  S.  R.  502. 

Ind.  273,  21  N.  E.  753,  4  L.R.A.  549.  7.  Backham  v.  Seaboard  Air-Line 

Note:  11  L.R.A.509.  R.  Co.,  127  Ga.  550,  56  S.  E.  638, 

See  generally,  Neougekce.  12   L.R.A.(N.S.)    476;    Burbank  v. 

2.  NoU:  11  L.RA.  509.  Bethel  Steam  Mill  Co.,  76  Me.  373,  46 

3.  See  generally,  Pleaj>ino.  Am.  Rep.  400;  Linn  t.  Barker,  106 

4.  Babcock  t.  Canadian  Northern  R.  Me.  339,  76  Atl.  700,  20  Ann.  Gas. 
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misconduct,  being  the  gist  of  the  action,  must  be  proven*  The 
circumstances  under  which  a  fire  occurs  may,  however,  sometimei 
be  such  as  to  justify  the  application  of  the  doctrine  of  res  ipsa  loqui- 
tur, and  impose  upon  the  defendant  the  burden  of  proving  his  freedom 
from  fault.'  Thus,  for  instance,  it  has  been  held  that  the  burning 
of  a  house  through  fire  set  from  the  sparks  of  a  fire-pot  placed  upon 
its  roof  by  workmen  engaged  in  repairing  it  will  be  presumed  to 
have  been  caused  by  their  negligence.^**  An  exception  to  the  general 
rule  has  however  been  made  in  many  states  in  the  case  of  fires  caused 
by  the  operation  of  railroads.^^  So  also  it  has  been  held  that  in 
the  case  of  persons  employing  the  agency  of  fire  for  manufacturing 
purposes  whose  duty  it  is  to  use  proper  appliances  to  prevent  the 
conveyance  of  fire  by  means  of  sparks  or  cinders  to  other  property,*' 
the  burden  of  showing  due  care  and  diligence  and  the  use  of  improved 
appliances  to  prevent  the  spread  of  fire  is  upon  the  defendant.*" 
Where  a  person  is  authorized  by  statute  to  fire  a  prairie  or  woodlands 
only  at  certain  times,  he  is  bound,  even  when  acting  within  the  pro* 
visions  of  the  statute,  to  use  every  precaution  in  reason  to  prevent 
injury  to  others;  and  in  actions  to  recover  for  injury  done  by  such 
fire  the  plaintiff  need  only  show  that  defendant  set  the  fire  tha\ 
caused  it,  and  it  then  devolves  on  the  defendant  to  show  excuse  or 
justification  for  setting  the  fire.**  So  it  has  been  held  that  when 
it  ia  admitted  that  woods  were  fired  without  giving  the  statutory 
notice,  and  without  absolute  necessity  for  protection  to  property,  the 
presumption  arises  that  the  fire  was  set  wilfully,  and  the  defend- 
ant will  not  be  allowed  to  show  that  he  used  reasonable  care  in  setting 
the  fire  and  reasonable  diligence  to  prevent  it  from  spreading  to 
adjoining  lands.**  In  actions  for  injuries  to  property  by  fire  as  in 
actions  for  negligent  injuries  generally,  it  is  usually  held  that  the 
burden  of  proving  contributory  negligence  rests  upon  the  defendant, 
unless  it  be  disclosed  by  the  plaintiff's  own  evidence,  or  may  be  fairly 
inferred  from  all  the  circumstances.*'   In  a  few  jurisdictions,  how- 

697 ;  American  Ice  Co.  v.  South  Gardi-  9.  See  generally,  Nequgkkci.  And 

ner  Lumber  Co.,  107  Me.  494,  79  Atl.  see  infra,  par.  41. 

6,  32  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1003;  Catron  v.  10.  Shafer  v.  Laeock,  168  Pa.  St. 

Nichols,  81  Mo.  80,  51  Am.  Rep.  222  ;  497,  32  AU.  44,  29  L.R.A.  254. 

Cosulieh  v.  Standard  Oil  Co.,  122  N.  11.  See  infra,  par.  41. 

Y.  118,  25  N.  E.  259,  19  A.  S.  R.  12.  See  supra,  par.  3. 

475;  Hoffman  v.  King,  160  N.  T.  618,  IS.  Note:  30  A.  S.  R.  506,  507. 

55  N.  E.  401,  73  A.  S.  R.  715,  46  14.  Johnson  v.  Barber,  5  Gilnua 

L.R.A.  672;  McCully  v.  Clarke,  40  Pa.  (Hi.)  425,  50  Am.  Dec.  416. 

St.  399,  80  Am.  Dee.  584.  15.  Note:  30  A.  S.  B.  506. 

Note:  30  A.  S.  R.  502.  16.  Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Patterson, 

8.  Day  v.  H.  C.  Akeley  Lumber  Co.,  105  Va.  6,  62  S.  E.  694,  8  Ann.  Caa. 

54  mnn,  522,  66  N.  W.  243,  23  LJt.A.  440. 
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ever,  it  is  held  that  the  duty  to  negative  contributory  negligence 

rests  upon  the  plaintiflF.'' 

14.  Admissibility  and  Wei^t  of  Evidence. — In  actions  to  recover 
damages  for  injuries  caused  by  fire  the  usual  rule  as  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  irrelevant  and  immaterial  evid^ce  having  no  bearing  upon 
the  issue  involved  applies,**  and  the  improper  admission  of  such  evi- 
dence, when  prejudicial,  is  ground  for  reversal.**  So  also  in  such 
actions  the  usual  rule  applies  as  to  the  propriety  of  admitting  in 
evidence  matters  which  are  a  part  of  the  res  gestae.'®  Thus  in  an 
action  against  a  landowner  for  negligence  in  starling  a  fire  which 
spreads  to  adoining  property,  evidence  is  admissible  as  part  of  the 
res  gestae  that  just*before  starting  the  fire  he  asked  a  neighbor  if  it 
would  harm  his  building,  and  the  latter,  after  noting  the  direction 
of  the  wind,  replied  that  it  would  do  no  harm ;  *  and  declarations  of 
the  workmen  of  one  employed  in  repairing  a  house  which  is  burned 
during  such  employment,  as  to  the  cause  of  the  fire,  are  admissible 
to  charge  him  with  liabilily  when  made  while  the  fire  is  in  progress.' 
In  actions  of  the  kind  now  under  consideration  tiie  usual  rule  applies 
that  expert  evidence  should  be  r^tricted  to  those  cases  where  its 
use  is  well  nigh  indispensable  because  of  questions  of  science  or  skill 
being  involved,  in  which  a  special  and  peculiar  knowledge  is  desired, 
in  order  to  arrive  at  the  exact  truth.*  Thus  it  has  been  held  that 
the  proper  time  to  burn  a  fallow  is  not  a  question  of  expert  evidence,* 
nor  is  the  opinion  of  a  fire  marshal  as  to  the  cause  of  a  fire  admissible.' 
So,  also,  in  an  action  to  recover  for  damages  to  surrounding  prop- 
erty, caused  by  accidental  fire  originating  in  a  sawmill,  no  special 
or  particular  knowledge  beyond  that  pre^mably  open  to  a  jury  in 
a  lumbering  country  is  required  to  determine  what  means  would  be 
safe  or  ordinarily  prudent  to  be  used  to  put  out  fires  in  a  boiler 
room  or  sawmill  in  a  particular  case,  and  expert  evidence  on  this 
subject  is  inadmissible.*  Where  in  an  action  for  damages  caused 
by  sparks  from  tiie  chimney  of  defendant's  building,  it  is  alleged 
that  such  chimney  was  improperly  constructed,  testimony  is  properly 
admitted  to  prove  that  smoke,  sparks  and  fiame  had  been  seen  com- 
ing out  of  the  top  of  the  chimney  at  other  times  than  on  the  occa- 

17.  See  supra,  par.  12.   See  gener-  32  Atl.  44,  29  L.R.A.  254. 


18.  MeNally  v.  ColweD,  91  Mich.  52  N.  W.  70,  30  A.  S.  R.  494;  Fer- 
627,  52  N.  "W.  70,  30  A.  S.  R.  494.  guson  v.  Hubbell,  97  N.  Y.  507,  49 
See  generally,  EvumrCB,  vol.  10,  page  Am.  Rep.  544  and  note. 

87  et  seq.  Note:  L.R.A.1915A  1045. 

19.  McNally  t.  Colwell,  91  Mich.  4.  Ferguson  v.  Hubbell,  97  N.  T. 
627,  52  N.  "W.  70,  30  A.  S.  R.  494.  507,  49  Am.  Rep.  544. 

20.  Miller  v.  Neale,  137  "Wis.  426,  6.  Cook  v.  Johnston,  58  Mich.  437, 
U9  N.  W.  94,  129  A.  S.  R.  1077.  25  N.  W.  388,  55  Am.  Rep.  703. 

1.  Miller  v.  Neale,  137  Wis.  426, 119  6.  MeNally  v.  Colwell,  91  Mioh.  527, 


ally,  Nbqliqehob. 


3.  McNally  v.  ColweU,  91  Mich.  527, 


N.  W.  94,  129  A.  S.  R.  1077. 
8.  Shaf  er  t.  Laeoek,  108  Pa.  St.  497, 


62  N.  W.  70,  30  A.  S.  B.  494. 
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sion  of  th«  injury  complained  of.'  According  to  some  authoritieB, 
however,  where  it  is  alleged  that  the  fire  was  occasioned  by  reason 
of  defects  in  the  appliances  used  by  the  defendant,  evidence  of  sub- 
sequent repair  to,  or  changes  in,  such  appliances  is  inadmi^ble.* 
The  plaintiff  in  an  action  to  recover  dcuuages  for  the  destruction 
of  his  property  by  fire,  is,  by  reason  of  his  relation  to  the  property 
as  its  owner,  and  his  intimate  acquaintance  therewith,  qualified  to 
testify  to  its  value  *  In  an  action  to  recover  damages  for  injuries 
by  fire,  as  in  civil  actions  generally,  the  mere  preponderance  of  evi- 
dence will  prevail  although  the  act  of  the  defendant  for  which  dam- 
ages are  sought  might  have  been  prosecuted  as  a  crime.**' 

15.  Province  of  Court  and  Jury. — In  actions  for  damages  caused 
by  fkes,  the  origin  and  cause  of  the  fire  is  for  the  jury  where  evi- 
dence on  this  point  is  conflicting.**  So  also  in  such  actions  the  usual 
rule  applies  that  while  the  question  of  negligence  may  be  decided 
by  the  court  when  the  facts  are  undisputed,**  or  axe  specially  found, 
either  by  the  court  or  jury,*'  yet  when  the  facts  are  disputed  and 
the  evidence  is  conflicting,  the  question  is  one  of  fact  for  the  jury 
to  determine,**  and  the  proper  subject  of  inquiry  is,  Did  the  person 
starting  the  flre  use  such  care,  caution,  and  diligence  as  a  prudent 
and  reasonable  man  would  have  exercised  under  the  circumstances 
to  prevent  damage  to  others?  *'  What  facts  and  circumstances  con- 
stitute evidence  of  carelessness  is* a  question  of  law  for  the  courts. 


7.  Gagg  V.  Vetter,  41  Ind.  228,  13  Co.  v.  Great  Northem  R.  Co.,  123 
Am.  Rep.  322.  Minn.  423,  144  N.  W.  145,  Ann.  Cas. 

8.  Day  v.  H.  C.  Akeley  Lumber  Co.,  1915A  496;  Webb  v.  Rome,  etc.,  R. 
54  Minn.  522,  5G  N.  W.  243,  23  LJI.A.  Co.,  49  N.  Y.  420,  10  Am.  Rep.  389; 
513.  O'Neill  v.  New  York,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  U5 

9.  Hawkins  t.  Collins,  89  Neb.  140,  N.  Y.  579,  22  N.  E.  217,  5  L.R.A. 
131  N.  W.  187,  36  L.R.A.(N.S.)  194.  591;  Owen  v.  Cook,  9  N.  D.  134,  81 

10.  Mead  V.  Husted,  52  Conn.  53,  N.  W.  285,  47  L.R.A.  646;  Adams 
52  Am.  Rep.  554.  v.  Young,  44  Ohio  St.  80,  4  N.  E. 

11.  Cook  V.  Johnston,  58  Mich.  437,  599,  58  Am.  Rep.  789;  Lackawanna, 
25  N.  W.  388,  55  Am.  Rep.  703;  Lilli-  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Doak,  52  Pa.  St.  379,  , 
bridge  v.  McCann,  117  Mich.  84,  75  91  Am.  Dec.  166;  Van  Steuben  v. 
N.  W.  288,  72  A.  S.  R.  553,  41  L.R.A.  Central  R.  Co.,  178  Pa.  St.  367,  35 
381.  Atl.  992,  34  L.R.A.  577;  Martin  v. 

12.  Gagg  V.  Vetter,  41  Ind.  228,  13  MeCrary,  U5  Tenn.  316,  89  S.  W. 
Am.  Rep.  322;  Owen  v.  Cook,  9  N.  324,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  530;  Vaughan  v. 
D.  134,  81  N.  W.  285,  47  L.R.A.  646.  Menlove,  3  Bing.  N.  Cas.  468,  4  Scott 

13.  Brummit  v.  Furness,  1  Ind.  App.  244,  3  Hodges  51,  1  Jur.  215,  6  L. 
401,  27  N.  E.  656,  50  A.  S.  R.  215.  J.  C.  PI.  92,  18  Eng.  Rul.  Caa.  715. 

14.  Gagg  V.  Vetter,  41  Ind.  228,  13  Note:  30  A.  S.  R.  503. 
Am.  Rep.  322;  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  See  generally,  Negugence. 

V,  Richardson,  66  Ind.  43,  32  Am.  Rep.  15.  Mahaffey  t.  J.  L.  Rombarger 

94;  Sweeney  v.  Merrill,  38  Kan.  216,  Lumber  Co.,  61  W.  Va.  571,  66  a  B. 

16  Pao.  454,  5  A.  S.  R.  734;  Lilli-  893,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1263. 

bridge  v.  McCann,  117  Mich.  84,  75  Note :  30  A.  S.  R.  503. 

N.  W.  288,  72  A.  S.  R.  553  and  note.  And  see  snprai  par.  3. 
41  LJI.A.  381:  L.  R.  Martin  Timber 
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But  what  particular  weight  will  be  given  to  these  facts  and  circum- 
stances ia  a  matter  for  tiie  jury.^*  So  too  it  is  usoally  held  to  be 
for  the  jury,  and  not  for  the  court,  to  determine  whether  the  plain- 
tiff's conduct  was  that  of  a  careful,  prudent  man  or,  on  the  other 
hand,  such  aa  to  charge  him  with  contributory  negligence.*'  The 
question  whether  the  negligence  of  the  defendant  was  the  proximate 
cause  of  the  loss  is  also  ordinarily  one  for  the  jury,**  but  when  the 
facts  are  not  in  dispute  and  are  susceptible  of  but  one  inference,  the 
question  is  for  the  determination  of  the  court.**  Where  it  is  sought 
to  hold  the  principal  or  master  liable  for  injuries  caused  by  a  fire 
set  by  an  agent  or  servant,  the  question  whether  the  agent  or  serv- 
ant in  setting  the  fire  was  in  the  course  of  and  within  the  scope  of 
hia  employment  is  one  of  fact  for  the  jury,** 

16.  Measure,  and  Elements  of  Damages. — ^In  actions  for  injuries 
caused  by  fire,  as  in  case  of  injury  to  or  destruction  of  property  gen- 
erally, the  plaintiff's  recovery  ia  usually  held  to  be  limited  to  compen- 
sation for  the  loss  actually  sustained,  by  reason  of  the  defendant's  act, 


16.  Gerke  v.  California  Steam  Nav.  Hope,  80  Pa.  St.  373,  21  Am.  Rep. 
Co.,  9  Cal.  251,  70  Am.  Dec.  650.  100;  Hoag  v.  Lake  Shore,  etc.,  B. 

17.  Jaeksonville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Pen-  Co.,  86  Pa.  St.  293,  27  Am.  Rep. 
insular  Land,  etc.,  Co.,  27  Fla.  1,  653;  Lehigh  Valley  R.  Co.  t.  McKeen, 
157,  9  So.  661,"  689,  17  L.B.A.  33;  90  Pa.  St.  122,  35  Am.  Itep.  644; 
Walker  v.  Cliicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  76  Haverly  t.  State  Line,  etc.,  R.  Co., 
Kan.  32,  90  Pac.  772,  123  A.  S.  R.  135  Pa.  St.  50,  19  Atl.  1013,  20  A. 
119,  13  Ann.  Cas.  1204,  12  L.R.A.  S.  R.  848  and  note;  Kellogg;  v.  Cfai- 
(N.S.)  624;  L.  R.  Martin  Timber  Co.  cago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  26  Wis.  223,  7  Am. 

'7.  Great  Northern  R.  Co.,  123  Minn.  Rep.  69;  Marvin  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R. 

423,  144  N.  W.  145,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  Co.,  79  Wis,  140,  47  N.  W.  U23,  U 

496;  Fero  v.  BufEalo,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  22  L.R.A.  506. 

N.  7.  209,  78  Am.  Dec.  ITS  and  note;  Notes:  6  A.  S.  R.  737;  SO  A.  S.  R. 

Haverly  v.  State  Line,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  507. 

135  Pa.  St.  50,  19  Ati.  X013,  20  A.  10.  Clark  v.  Wallace,  51  Colo.  437, 

S.  R.  848.  118  Pao.  973,  Add.  Cas.  1913B  349 

Note:  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  528.  and  note;  Illinois  Central  R.  Co.  t. 

18.  Toledo,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Pindar,  Siler,  229  HI.  390,  82  N.  E.  362,  U 
53  III.  447,  5  Am.  Rep.  67;  Fent  t.  Ann.  Cas.  368,  15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  819; 
Toledo,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  59  lU.  349,  14  Stone  t.  Boston,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  171  Mass. 
Am.  Rep.  13;  Illinois  Central  B.  Co.  536,  51  N.  E.  1,  41  L.R.A.  794;  Hoff- 
V.  Siler,  229  111.  390,  82  N.  E.  362,  man  t.  King,  160  N.  T.  618,  65  N.  E. 
11  Ann.  Cas.  368,  16  L.R.A.(N.S.)  401,  73  A.  S.  R.  715  and  note,  46 
819;  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Nitsehe,  L.B.A.  672;  Hoae  t.  Lake  Shore,  etc., 
126  Ind.  220,  26  N.  E.  61,  22  A.  S.  R.  Co.,  85  Fa.  St^293,  27  Am.  Rep. 
R.  682,  9  L.R.A.  760;  Lillibridge  v.  663;  Behling  t.  Southwest  Pennsyl- 
McCann,  117  Mich.  84,  75  N.  W.  288,  vania  Pipe  lines,  160  Pa.  St.  359, 
72  A.  S.  R.  553,  41  L.RX  381;  28  Atl.  777,  40  A.  S.  R.  724  and  note. 
C.cmens  v.  Hannibal,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  53  See  generally,  Pbozijutb  Cause. 

Mo.  366,  14  Am.  Rep.  460;  Webb  v.  20.  MeLan^n  v.  Cloquet  Tie,  etc., 

Rome,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  49  N.  T.  420,  10  Co.,  119  Minn.  454,  138  N.  W.  434, 

Am.  Rep.  389;  Adams  v.  Tonng,  44  49  L.R.A.(N.S.)  544  and  note.  See 

Ohio  St.  80,  4  N.  E.  599,  58  Am.  snpra,  par.  2. 
Rep.  789;  Pennsylvania  R.  Co.  v. 
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except  where  the  circumstancee  warrant  the  allowance  of  exemplary 
damages;^  and  the  usual  rules  as  to  the  measure  and  elements  ol 

damf^es  for  the  injury  to  or  loss  of  various  kinds  of  property  apply.* 
By  the  statutes  of  some  states  however,  where  there  has  been  a  per- 
sonal fault  on  the  part  of  one  setting  a  fire,  by  which  damages  are  - 
occasioned  to  any  other  person,  the  wrongdoer  is  required  to  make 
satisfaction  in  double  damages  to  the  person  injured,  to  be  recovered 
by  civil  action  •  In  actions  for  injuries  to  property  by  fire,  as  in 
tort  actions  generally,  the  rule  has  been  laid  down  by  many  courts 
that  interest  is  not  recoverable  as  damages  in  the  absence  of  a  statu- 
tory provision  to  the  contrary,  for  the  reason  that  such  damages  are 
onUnf^ly  unliquidated  in  their  diaracter.  Some  authorities,  how- 
ever, hold  that  where  the  demand  is  for  property  that  has  a  market 
value  susceptible  of  easy  proof,  there  is  no  propriety  in  such'  a  rule,* 
and  that  interest  should,  although  not  provided  for  by  statute,  be 
allowed  by  way  of  damages  on  the  value  of  property  destroyed  by 
fire  through  another's  negligence.'  According  to  this  view  the  dam- 
ages are  to  be  ascertuned  by  adding  to  the  market  value  of  the 
property  at  the  time  of  its  destruction  interest  on  the  atnount  of  such 
value  to  the  date  of  judgment'  In  actions  of  the  kind  now  under 
consideration  the  usual  rule  applies  that  in  actions  sounding  in 
damages  merely,  where  the  law  furnishes  no  legal  rule  for  measur- 
ing them,  the  amount  to  be  awarded  rests  largely  in  the  discretion 
of  the  jury  and  unless  so  large  as  to  indicate  that  it  was  the  result 
of  passion,  prejudice,  or  corruption,  their  verdict  is  conclusive,  and 
will  not  be  set  aside  as  excessive,  either  by  the  trial  court  or  on  appeal.' 

17.  Mitigation  of  Damages. — In  accordance  with  the  general  rule 
that  damages  recoverable  for  an  injury  are  not  limited  by  the  fact 

1.  New  York,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Roper,  3.  St.  Lotus,  ete.,  B.  Go.  v.  Y<hi1ot, 
176  Ind.  497,  96  N.  E.  468,  36  L.R.A.  63  Ark.  603,  13  S.  W.  333,  14  S.  W. 
(N.S.)  952.   See  generally,  Dauaqes,  800,  9  LJtA.  604;  Bo«ers  v.  Parker, 


2.  See  Crops,  vol.  8,  p.  377  et  seq.;  Ann.  Cas.  753  and  note,  34  LJ^A. 
Daicages,  vol.  8,  p.  479  et  seq.;  Woods  (N.S.)  956. 

AMD  FOBESTS.  And  see  as  to  the  4.  See  generally,  Daicaqes,  yo\.  8, 
measure  of  damages  for  the  destmc-  p.  536  et  seq. 

tion  of  or  injury  to  crops  or  trees  and  6.  New  York,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Roper, 
timber,  Louisville  R.  Co.  v.  Beeler,  126  176  Ind.  497,  96  N.  E.  468,  36  L.R.A. 
Ky.  328,  15  Ann.  .Cas.  913  and  note;  (N.S.)  952;  Kendrick  v.  Towle,  60 
Reynolds  v.  Great  Northern  R.  Co.,  Mich.  363,  27  N.  W.  567,  1  A.  S.  R, 
119  Minn.  251,  138  N.  W.  30,  52  526. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  91  and  note;  Couch  v.  6.  R^an  v.  New  York,  ete.,  B.  Co., 
Kansas  City  Southern  R.  Co.,  252  60  Conn.  124,  22  Aa  503,  25  A.  S. 
Mo.  34,  158  S.  W.  347,  46  L.R.A.  R.  3()C  and  note. 

(N.S.)  555;  MahafEey  v.  New  York  7.  Farrell  t.  Minneapolis,  etc,  B. 
Cent,  etc.,  B.  Co.,  229  Pa.  St.  285,  Co.,  121  Minn.  357,  141  N.  W.  491, 
78  Aa  143,  140  A  S.  R.  730  and  45  L.R.A.(N.S.)  215.    See  Dakaob, 


vol.  8,  p.  431;  Trespass. 


note. 


vol.  8,  p.  673  et  aeq. 
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that  the  person  injured  has  received  some  compensation  for  the  injury 
from  another  than  the  one  liable  in  damages,  wholly  independent 
of  any  act  or  procurement  of  the  latter,*  it  has  frequently  been  held 
that  damages  recoverable  for  injuries  to  property  by  fire  are  not  dimin- 
ished by  the  fact  that  the  owner  has  been  wholly  or  partly  indemni- 
fied for  his  loss  by  insurance  effected  by  him  and  to  the  procure- 
ment of  which  the  wrongdoer  did  not  contnbute.*  The  question 
who  will  be  entitled  to  the  proceeds  of  the  recovery,  the  insurer  or 
the  insured,  is  a  matter  between  them,  and  constitutes  no  defense 
to  an  action  for  the  damages  caused  by  the  wrong.^** 

II.  FiBEs  Caused  by  Opbbation  of  Railroads  and  Steamboats 

Pnnciplea  Relating  to  Negligent  Injuries  Generally 

18.  Negligence  as  Basis  of  Liability. — ^In  the  case  of  fires  caused 
by  the  operation  of  railroads,  as  in  the  case  of  fires  set  or  permitted 
to  spread  by  private  persons,  the  rule  is  now  well  established  that, 
in  the  absence  of  statutes  to  the  contrary,  no  liability  to  answer  in 
damages  for  injuries  caused  by  such  fires  attaches  in  the  absence 
of  negligence  or  misconduct;     and  on  the  other  hand  it  is  equally 

8.  Regan  v.  New  York,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  Am.  Dec.  656;  Burroughs  v.  Housa- 
60  Coiin.  124,  22  Atl.  503,  25  A.  S.  tonic  R.  Co.,  15  Conn.  124,  38  Am. 
R.  306  and  note.  See  Dajuges,  toI.  Dec.  64  and  note;  Simmonds  v.  New 
8,  p.  654,  York,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  52  Conn.  264,  52 

9.  Cunningbam  v.  Evansville,  etc.,  Am.  Rep.  587;  Benedict  Pineapple  Co. 
R.  Co.  102  Ind.  478,  1  N.  E.  800,  v.  Atlantis  Coast  Line  R.  Co..  55  Fla. 
52  Am.  Rep.  683;  Lake  Erie,  etc.,  514,  46  So.  732,  20  L.R.A.(N.S.)  92; 
R.  Co.  V.  Griffin,  8  Ind.  App.  47,  35  Inman  v.  Elberton  Air-Line  R.  Co., 
N.  E.  396,  52  A.  S.  R.  465;  Hart  v.  90  Ga.  663,  16  S.  E.  958,  35  A.  S.  R. 
Western  R.  Co.,  13  Mete.  (Mass.)  09,  232  and  note;  Btckhara  v.  Seaboard 
46  Am.  Dec.  719;  Peter  v.  Chicago,  Air-Line  Ry.,  127  Ga.  550,  66  S.  B. 
etc.,  R.  Co.,  121  Mieh,  324,  80  N.  W.  638,  12  L.R.A.{N.S.)  476;  Osburn  v. 
295,  80  A.  S.  R.  500  and  note,  46  Oregon  R.,  etc.,  Co.,  15  Idaho  478,  08 
L.R.A.  224;  Weber  v.  Morris,  etc.,  R.  Pac.  627,  16  Ann.  Cas.  879,  19  L.R.A. 
Co.,  35  N.  J.  L.  409,  10  Am.  Rep.  (N.S.)  742;  Bass  t.  Chicago,  etc.,  R. 
253;  Anderson  v.  Miller,  96  Tenn.  35,  Co.,  28  111.  9,  81  Am.  Dee.  254;  Toledo, 
33  S.  W.  615,  54  A,  S.  R.  812,  31  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Pindar,  53  III.  447,  5 
L.R.A.  604.  And  see  Dauaqks,  vol.  8,  Am.  Rep.  57;  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co. 
p.  557.  V.  Nitsche,  126  Ind.  229,  26  N.  E.  61, 

10.  Anderson  v.  MiUer,  96  Tenn.  35,  22  A.  S.  R.  582,  9  L.R.A.  756;  Gandry 
33  S.  W.  615,  54  A.  S.  R.  812,  31  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  30  la.  420,  '6 
L.R.A.  604.   And  see  supra,  par.  11.  Am.  Rep.  682;  Jackson  v.  Chicago, 

11.  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Mar-  etc.,  R.  Co.,  31  la.  176,  7  Am.  Rep. 
bury  Lumber  Co.,  125  Ala.  237,  28  So.  120;  Atkinson,  etc.,  R.  Co,  v.  Stan 
438,  60  L.R.A.  620;  Southern  R.  Co.  ford,  12  Kan.  354,  15  Am.  Rep.  362: 
V.  Darwin,  lo6  Ala.  311,  47  S(i.  314.  Baltimore,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Woodruflf,  4 
130  A.  S.  R.  94;  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Md.  242,  69  Am.  Dec.  72;  Poeppers  v. 
Co.  V.  Coombs,  76  Ark  3o2,  .S8  h  W.  Missouri,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  67  Mo.  715,  29 
505,  6  Ann.  Cas.  151;  Hull  v.  Sacra-  Am,  Sep.  518;  Laird  v.  Connecticut, 
mento  Vnllev  R.  Co.,  14  Cal.  387,  73  etc,,  B.  Co.,  62  N.  H.  254, 13  A.  S.  R. 
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well  settled  that  independently  of  statute,  if  the  fire  had  its  origin 
in  the  negligence  or  misconduct  of  the  railroad  or  its  employees 
acting  in  the  scope  of  their  employndent,  the  railroad  will  be  liable 
for  all  damages  proximately  resulting  to  another  from  such  fire,'^ 
no  matter  how  strenuous  efforts  may  have  been  afterwards  made 
by  the  company's  servants  to  extinguish  the  fire."  Nor,  in  order 
to  render  a  railroad  pompany  liable  for  loss  of  adjacent  property  by 
fire  spreading  from  its  right  of  way,  is  it  necessary  that  its  employees 
have  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  the  fire.**  There  is  some  conflict 
of  authority  as  to  whether  it  is  negligence  in  a  railway  company 
to  omit  the  extinguishment  of  a  fire  having  its  origin  in  the  careful 
prosecution  of  its  business,  some  authorities  denying  the  evidence 
of  liability  in  such  a  case,**  while  others  hold  that  railroad  compa- 
nies are  not  only  required  to  exercise  a  high  degree  of  care  to  prevent 
the  kindling  of  fires  by  escaping  sparks  from  their  locomotives,  but 
are  also  under  obligation  to  extinguish  them  when  they  have  their 
origin  in  the  conduct  of  the  company's  business,  if  this  can  be  done 
by  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care,*'  and,  even  though  the  company 
was  in  no  way  responsible  for  the  origin  of  the  fire,  it  has  been 


564;  Salmon  v.  Delaware,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  Atl.  994,  2  Ann.  Cas.  457,  67  L.R^. 
38  N.  J.  L.  515,  20  Am.  Rep.  356  ;  416;  Perley  v.  Eastern  R.  Co.,  98 
Sheldon  v.  Hudson  River  R.  Co.,  14  Mass.  414,  96  Am.  Dec.  645  and  note; 
N.  Y.  218,  67  Am.  Dec.  155;  Fero  v.  Ryan  v.  New  York  Cent.  R.  Co.,  35 
Buffalo,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  22  N.  Y.  209,  78  N.  Y.  210,  91  Am.  Dec.  49;  Webb  v. 
Am.  Dec.  178;  Webb  v.  Rome,  etc.,  R.  Rome,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  49  N.  Y.  420,  10 
Co.,  49  N.  Y.  420,  10  Am.  Rep.  389;  Am.  Rep.  389;  Bernard  v.  Richmond, 
Frankford,  etc.,  Turnpike  Co.  v.  Phila-  etc.,  R.  Co.,  85  Va.  792,  8  S.  E.  785, 17 
delphia,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  54  Pa.  St.  345,  A.  S.  R.  103;  Martin  v.  Western  Union 
93  Am.  Dec.  708;  Philadelphia,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  23  Wis.  437,  99  Am.  Dec.  189; 
R.  Co.  V.  Hendrickson,  80  Pa.  St.  182,  Spaulding  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  30 

21  Am.  Rep.  97;  Henderson  v.  Phila-  Wis.  110,  11  Am.  Rep.  550. 
delphia,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  144  Pa.  St.  461,     13.  Missouri  Pac.  R,  Co.  v.  Platzer, 

22  Atl.  851,  27  A.  S.  R.  652  and  note,  73  Tej.  117,  11  S.  W.  160,  IS  A.  S.  R. 
16  L.R.A.  299;  Gregory  v.  Layton,  36  771,  3  L.R.A.  639. 

S.  C.  93, 15  S.  E.  352,  31  A.  S.  R.  857  14.  New  York,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Roper, 
and  note;  White  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  176  Ind.  497,  96  N.  E.  468,  36  L.R.A. 
Co.,  1  S.  D.  326, 47  N.  W.  146,  9  L.R.A.  (N.S.)  952. 

824;  Missouri  Pac.  R.  Co.  v.  Platzer,  15.  Missouri  Pac  R.  Co.  v.  Platzer, 
73  Tex.  117, 11  S.  W.  160, 15  A.  S.  R.  73  Tex.  117, 11  S.  W.  160, 15  A.  S.  R. 
771,  3  L.R.A.  639  and  note;  Murphy  771;  3  L.R.A.  639  (stating  this  to  be 
V.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  45  Wis.  222,  the  rule  in  some  jurisdictions). 
30  Am.  Rep.  721;  Vaughan  v.  TafEvale  16.  Simmonds  v.  New  York,  etc.,  R. 
R.  Co.,  5  H.  &  N.  679,  29  L.  J.  Exch.  Co.,  52  Conn.  264,  52  Am.  Rep.  587; 
247, 1  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  296  and  note.      Pittsburgh,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Brough.  168 

Notes:  6  Am.  Rep.  597;  17  Am.  Ind.  378,  81  N.  E.  57, 12  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
Rep.  264  ;  59  L.R.A.  234.  401;  Missouri  Pac.  R.  Co.  v.  Piatter, 

12.  Cincinnati,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  South  73  Tex.  117, 11  S.  W,  160, 15  A.  S.  R. 
Fork  Coal  Co.,  139  Fed.  528,  71  C.  C.  771  and  note,  3  I1.R.A.  639. 
A.  316,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  533;  Dyer  v.     Notes:  0  L.B.A.  825;  11  LJLA.  607. 
Maine  Cent.  R.  Co»  99  Mo.  195,  58 
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held  that  it  ra&y,  under  some  circumstances,  he  liahle  for  the  failure 

to  t«ke  ordinary  care  to  prevent  the  spread  of  such  fire  to  contiguous 
premises.*'  It  has  also  been  held,  however,  that  the  dut^  of  a  traio 
crew  to  leave  their  train  to  extinguish  a  fire  is  subordinate  to  the 
duty  of  operating  the  train  on  schedule  time.  Stopping  or  delaying 
a  train  to  put  out  a  fire,  which  may  have  been  set  by  a  locomotive 
engine-of  the  company,  might  throw,  the  train  out  of  its  schedule  time 
and  thus  interfere  with  the  schedule  time  of  other  trains,  and  greatly 
incommode,  and  even  endanger,  the  lives  of  passengers  on  such 
trains.**  The  rules  as  to  liability  of  railroad  companies  for  damage 
caused  by  fires  negligently  set  or  allowed  to  spread  have  been  held 
to  apply  in  the  case  of  one  operating  a  private  railroad  with  a  loco- 
motive engine,**  and  in  the  case  of  fires  set  by  steam  vessels,'"  and 
by  some  authorities  the  same  degree  of  care  is  required  of  one  using; 
a  steam  threshing  machine,  in  respect  of  setting  fires,  as  devolves 
upon  railroad  companies  in  the  use  of  their  engines.*  The  liability 
of  railroads  or  street  railways  for  negligently  interfering  with  firemen 
employed  in  extinguishing  a  fire,  is  treated  elsewhere  in  this  article.' 

19.  Liability  for  Acts  of  Others. — While,  from  the  very  nature  of 
things,  a  railroad  corporation,  acting  as  it  does  through  agents  and 
employees,  must  be  held  liable  for  fires  caused  by  such  authorized 
agents  or  employee,  when  engaged  in  the  performance  of  some  busi- 
ness of  the  employer's,*  yet,  as  in  the  case  of  private  persons,*  they 
are  not  liable  where  the  act  causing  the  injury  was  not  done  in  the 
course  and  scope  of  the  employment;*  and  this  has  been  held  to 
be  the  case  even  under  a  statute  impeding  absolute  liability  upon  a 
railroad  company  for  damage  from  fires  caused  in  the  operation 
of  a  railroad. •  The  authorities  are  apparently  unanimous  upoji  the- 
proposition  that  a  railroad  company  which  permits  its  road  to  be 
used  by  another  will  be  liable  for  loss  from  fire  caused  by  the  defect 

17.  Beckham  t.  Seaboard  Air-line  Transp.  Co.,  60  Wis.  141,  IS  N.  W. 
R.  Co.,  127  Oa.  550,  56  S.  E.  638,  764,  60  Am.  Rep.  352. 

12  L.R.A.<N.S.)  476;  Farrell  v.  Min-     1.  Martin  v.  McCrary,  115  Tenn. 
neapolis,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  121  Minn.  357,  316,  89  S.  W.  324,  1  Ii.R.A.(N.S.) 
141  N.  W.  491,  45  L.R.A.<N.S.}  215  530  and  note, 
and  note.  2.  See  infra,  par.  61. 

18.  Pittsburgh,  etc.,  R.  Co.  t.  Brougfa,  3.  Denver,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  ComraV, 
168  Ind.  378,  81  N.  E.  57,  12  L.B.A.  8  Colo.  1,  5  Pae.  142,  54  Am.  Rep^ 
(N.S.)  401.  537,  See  generally.  Master  AKD  Sert- 

19.  Kendrick  T.  Towle,  60  Mich.  363,  akt;  Pbinoipal  and  Agent;  Raxl^ 
27  N.  W.  567,  1  A.  S.  R.  626.  boads. 

20.  Qerke  v.  California  Steam  Nav.     4.  See  supra,  par.  2. 

Co.,  9  Cal.  251,  70  Am.  Dee.  650  ;  6.  Southern  R.  Co.  t.  Power  Fn^ 

Montgomery  v.  Musk^on  Booming  Co.,  152  Fed.  917,  82  C.  C.  A.  65,  1^ 

Co.,  88  Mich.  633,  50  N.  W.  729,  26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  472  and  note;  Morier 

A.  S.  R.  308;  Burrows  v.  Delta  Transp.  v.  St.  Paul,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  31  Minn.  351» 

Co.,  106  Mich.  582,  64  N.  W.  501,  29  17  N.  W.  952,  47  Am.  Rep.  793.  ^ 

L.R.A.  468;   Atkinson  v.  Qoodrioh  6.  See  infra,  par.  33,  36. 
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tive  condition  of  its  licensee's  engines;  apparently  upon  the  ground 
that,  by  the  acceptance'  of  its  charter,  a  railroad  takes  upon  itself 
burdens  and  Tesponsibilities  which  it  cannot  shift  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  state,  and  that,  th^efore,  it  be(^mes  responsible  for  the 
exerdse  of  the  franchise  which  has  been  granted  it,  and  cannot,  of 
its  own  volition,  escape  such  responsibilities  by  permitting  others 
to  exercise  the  right  of  using  its  road.'  And  this  has  been  held 
to  be  the  law  even  though  the  defendant  railroad  company  was 
required  by  law  to  permit  the  trains  of  other  companies  to  be  run 
over  its  line.*  So  where  a  railroad  company,  with  the  approval  of 
the  legislature,  exclusively  leased  its  road  to  another  company  for 
ninety-nine  years,  and  by  the  lessee's  neglect  combustibles  on  the 
railroad  land  communicated  fire  to  adjoining  buildings,  it  has  been 
held  that  the  lessor  was  liable 

20.  Degree  of  Care  Required  to  Avoid  Liability. — ^Where  the  lia- 
bility of  a  railroad  company  for  fires  caused  by  its  operation  or 
originating  on  its  premises  is  dependent  on  its  negligence,  the  same 
general  rule  applies  as  in  determining  the  liability  of  private  individ- 
uals,^^ and  only  the  exercise  of  reasonable  care  and  diligence  is  re- 
<juired — such  as  a  reasonable  and  prudent  man  would  exercise  under 
like  circumstances.^^  To  satisfy  this  requirement  the  amount  of  care 
and  caution  exercised  by  those  owning  and  operating  machinery  pro- 
pelled by  steam  must,  however,  be  commensurate  with  and  in  propor- 
tion to  the  risks  assumed ;  so  far  as  not  inconsistent  with  the  law- 
ful, reasonable,  and  effective  conduct  of  their  business.**  Anything 
less  than  this  must  be  regarded  as  negligence;  and  if  injury  ensue 
in  consequence  of  such  negligence  the  company  will  be  liable.**  It 
cannot  be  doubted  that  it  is  the  duty  of  a  railway  company  to  exer- 

'  7.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Chap-  176  Ind.  497,  96  N.  E.  468,  36  L.R.A. 
pell,  83  Ark.  94,  102  S.  W.  893,  10  (N.S.)  952;  Kesee  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R. 
L.R.A.(N.S,)  1175  and  note.  Co.,  30  la.  78,  6  Am.  Rep.  643;  Jack- 
Notes:  38  Am.  Dec.  79;  71  Am.  son  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  31  la.  176, 
Dec.  296.  7  Am.  Rep.  120;  Baltimore,  etc.,  R. 

8.  Delaware,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Salmon,  Co.  v.  Woodruff^  4  Md.  242,  59  Am. 
39  N.  J.  L.  299,  23  Am.  Rep.  214.  Dec.  72;  Kendrick  v.  Towle,  60  Mich. 

•Note:  10  LJi.A.(N.S.)  1175.  363,  27  N.  W.  567, 1  A.  S.  R.  526. 

9.  Balsley  v.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  12.  Marquette,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Spear, 
119  111.  68,  8  N.  E.  859,  59  Am.  Rep.  44  Mich.  169,  6  N.  W.  202,  38  Am. 
784  Rep.  242;  Kendrick  v.  Towle,  60  Mich. 

10.  See  supra,  par.  3.  303,  27  N.  W.  567,  1  A.  S.  R.  626; 

11.  Macon,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  McConnell,  Frankford,  etc.,  Turnpike  Co.  v.  Pfatla- 
31  Ga.  133,  76  Am.  Dec.  685;  Inman  delphia,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  54  Pa.  St.  345, 
V.  Elberton  Air-Line  R.  Co.,  90  Ga.  93  Am.  Dec.  708. 

663,  16  S.  E.  958,  35  A.  S.  R.  232;  13.  Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Darwin,  156 

Ohio,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Shanefelt,  47  111.  Ala.  311,  47  So.  314,  130  A.  S.  E.  94. 

497,  95  Am.  Dec.  504;  Toledo,  etc.,  R.  14.  Kendrick  v.  Towle,  60  Mich.  363, 

Co.  V.  Pindar,  53  III.  447,  6  A    Rep.  27  N.  W.  567, 1  A.  S.  R.  526. 
57:  New  York,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Roper, 
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cise  every  reasonable  precaution  to  avoid  injury  to  others  by  scatter- 
ing fire  along  its  right  of  way.  It  is  equally  clear,  upon  principle 
and  authorityj  that  when  the  danger  of  doing  such  injury  is  increased 
by  the  neam^  of  wooden  buildings  to  its  track,^*  the  accunaulation 
of  combustible  material,  either  oh  its  own  or  the  adjoining  land,  the 
dryness  of  the  season,  and  the  direction  of  high  winds,  greater  cau- 
tion is  required  than  is  necessary  when  such  conditions  do  not  prevail. 
While  ordinary  care  requires  the  employees  of  a  railroad  company 
to  recognize  such  conditions  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  as  far  as 
possible  injury  to  others,  such  care  is  to  be  exercised,  while  at  the 
same  time  giving  due  consideration  to  the  interest  of  the  railway 
service,  and  the  duty  of  the  company  to  its  patrons  and  the  public.'* 
So  while  a  railroad  company  may  remove  combustible  material  from 
its  right  of  way^  and  while  it  may  ordinarily  employ  fire  for  that 
purpose  without  committing  negligence,  still,  when  the  use  of  fire 
greatly  imperils  adjoining  property,  it  is  a  positive  wrong  to  employ 
fire  for  such  puipose,  for  which  the  company  must  respond  in  damages 
in  case  of  loss.*'  Thus  where  a  railroad  company,  whose  right  of 
way  as  well  as  surrounding  lands  is  composed  of  one  vast  bed  of  turf 
or  peat,  intentionally  sets  fire  to  such  right  of  way  in  a  season  of 
great  drought,  it  is  guilty  of  positive  tort,  and  not  of  mere  pa^ive 
negligence,  and  is  liable  for  all  loss  resulting  to  adjoining  owners 
or  others  to  whose  land  the  fire  is  communicated  by  an  ordinary 
wind.'® 

21.  Negligence  in  Particular  Hatters — Construction,  Equipment 
and  Repair  of  Apparatus. — ^Although  the  law  does  not  demand  of  a 

railroad  absolute  scientific  perfection  in  the  construction  and  equip- 
ment of  its  engines,  it  does  require  a  high  degree  of  care  and  skill, 
and  Qiat  the  company  shall,  as  near  as  practicable,  ascertain  what 
is  the  best  plan  for  such  construction,'*  and  supply  itself  with  such 
engines  as  will  be  least  liable  to  set  fire,  and  be  reasonably  safe  from 
destroying  the  pro^wrty  of  others  along  its  route.***  It  is  the  duty 
of  such  company  to  provide  and  keep  constantly  in  use  and  in  proper 
repair  the  best  known  appliances  to  prevent  the  escape  of  fire  from 

15.  Fero  v.  Buffalo,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  22  18.  Louisville,  etc.,  E.  Co.  v.  Kitsche, 
N.  Y.  209,  78  Am.  Dec.  178;  Norfolk,  126  Ind.  229,  26  N.  E.  51,  23  A.  S.  R. 
etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Fritts,  103  Va.  687,  49  582,  9  L.R.A.  756. 

S.  E.  971,  106  A.  S.  R.  911,  68  L.R.A.      Note:  20  Ann.  Caa.  702. 

864.  19.  Gagg  v.  Vetter,  41  Ind.  228,  13 

16.  Norfolk,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Fritts,  Am.  Rep.  322;  Sleinweg  v.  Erie  Ry., 
103  Va.  C87,  49  S.  E.  971,  lOG  A.  S.  43  N.  Y.  123,  3  Am.  Rep.  673. 

R.  911  and  note,  68  L.R.A.  864.  Note:  38  Am.  Dec.  72. 

Note:  20  Ann.  Gas.  702.  20.  Watt  v.  Nevada  Cent.  R.  Co., 

17.  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Nitsche,  23  Nev.  154,  44  Par.  423,  46  Pac.  62, 
126  Ind.  22!),  26  N.  E.  51,  22  A.  S.  R.  726,  62  A.  S.  R.  772  and  note. 

582,  9  L.RJi..  75C. 
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its  engines,*  irrespective  of  the  usage  of  other  roads,*  and  a  failure 
to  do  so  will  be  such  want  of  ordinary  care  and  prudence  as  will 
render  it  liable  for  damage  to  property  by  fires  communicated  by 
its  engines.*  It  being  the  duty  of  a  railroad  company  to  use  the 
best  devices  to  prevent  the  escape  of  fire,  when  an  invention  or  appli- 
ance has  been  tested,  and  generally  approved  as  better  than  that 
it  is  using  it  then  becomes  its  duty,  wil^  all  reasonable  dilig^ce,  to 
adopt  and  use  such  invention  upon  its  engines,  and  it  cannot  defer 
doing  this  until  the  invention  has  been  adopted  and  used  exclu- 
fflvely  by  some  otiier  road.*  It  would  be  hardly  just  however  to  a 
railroad  company  to  hold  that  it  is  bound  to  use  every  new  inven- 
tion and  appliance  known  to  science,  without  reference  to  the  question 
whether  they  had  been  practically  tested  or  found  to  be  the  best  by 
actual  experience,^  and  it  is  generally  held  that  a  railroad  company  is 
not  bound  to  use  every  pos^ble  precaution  which  the  highest  scientific 
skill  might  have  suggested,  nor  to  adopt  an  untried  machine  or  mode 
of  construction,*  and  that  where  it  has  exercised  all  reasonable  care 
and  diligence  in  the  construction  of  its  engines  and  in  keeping  them 
in  proper  condition,  as  well  as  in  properly  managing  and  operating 
them  at  the  time  and  place  in  qu^tion,  such  company  will  not  be 
liable  for  damage  to  property  by  fire  communicated  from  such  en- 
gines.^   In  some  jurisdictions  the  duty  to  adopt  and  keep  in  good 

1.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Coombs,  Va.  687,  49  S.  E,  971,  106  A.  S.  R. 
76  Ark.  132,  88  S.  W.  595,  6  Ann.  911  and  note,  68  L.R.A.  864. 
Caa.  151;  Jacksonville,  etc,  R.  Co.  v.      Note:  6  Am.  Rep.  598. 
Peninsular  Land,  etc.,  Co.,  27  Fla.  1,      2.  Metzgar  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co., 
157,  9  So.  6G1,  689,  17  L.R.A.  33;  76  la.  387,  41  N.  W.  49,  14  A.  S.  R. 
Toledo,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Pindar,  53  111.  22^  and  note. 

447,  5  Am.  Rep.  57;  Gagg  v.  Vetter,  3.  Jackson  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co., 
41  Ind.  228, 13  Am.  Rep.  322;  Metzgar  31  la.  176,  7  Am.  Rep.  120;  Watt  v. 
V.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  76  la.  387,  4]  Nevada  Cent.  R.  Co.,  23  Nev.  154,  44 
N.  W.  49,  14  A.  S.  R.  224  and  note;  Pac.  423,  46  Pac.  52,  726,  62  A,  S.  R. 
Burrows  v.  Delta  Transp.  Co.,  106  772. 

Mich.  582,  64  N.  W.  501,  29  L.R.A.     4.  Metzgar  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co., 

468;  Patton  v.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  76  la.  387,  41  N.  W.  49,  14  A.  S.  R. 

87  Mo.  117,  56  Am.  Rep.  446;  Watt  224  and  note. 

V.  Nevada  Cent.  R.  Co.,  23  Nev.  154,      Note:  38  Am.  Dee.  72. 

44  Pac.  423,  46  Pac.  52,  726,  62  A.  S.      5.  Note:  38  Am.  Dee.  72. 

R.  772  and  note;  Steinweg  v.  Erie  Ry.,      6,  Jacksonville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Penin- 

43  N.  Y.  123,  3  Am.  Rep.  673;  Bedell  sular  Land,  etc.,  Co.,  27  Fla.  1,  157,  9 

V.  Long  Island  R.  Co.,  44  N.  Y.  367,  So.  661,  689,  17  L.RX  33;  Steinw<« 

4  Am.  Rep.  688;  Frankford,  etc.,  v.  Erie  Ry.,  43  N.  T,  123,  3  Am,  Bep. 

Turnpike  Co.  v.  Philadelphia,  etc.,  R.  673. 

Co.,  54  Pa.  St.  345,  93  Am.  Dec.  708     Notes:  38  Am.  Dec  72;  14  A.  S.  R. 

and  note;  Henderson  v.  Philadelphia,  228. 

etc.,  R.  Co.,  144  Pa.  St.  461,  22  Atl.  7.  Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Darwin,  156 
851,  27  A.  S.  R.  652,  16  L.R.A.  299;  Ala.  311,  47  So.  314,  130  A.  S.  R. 
White  V.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  1  S.  94;  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Coombs, 
D.  326,  47  N.  W.  146,  9  L.R.A.  824;  76  Ark.  132,  88  S.  W.  595,  6  Ann.  Caa. 
Norfolk,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Fritts.  103  151;  Inman  v.  Elberton  Air-Line  R. 
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condition  appliances  that  will  prevent  as  fax  as  possible  the  escape 
of  fire  from  engines,  is  expressly  imposed  on  railroad  companies  by 
statute.^  It  has  been  held  that  steamboat  companies  also  must  pro< 
vide  all  reasonable  precautiona  Jo  protect  the  property  of  others  from 
injury  by  fire,  and  such  precautions  must  not  only  be  provided  but 
they  must  be  properly  used.  Carelessness  in  either  particular  accom- 
panied with  injury  to  any  innocent  party  will  make  the  company 
liable.*  In  some  jurisdictions  it  is  expressly  provided  by  statute  that 
all  vessels  using  certain  fuel,  navigating  any  of  the  waters  of  the 
state,  shall  be  provided  with  suitable  Hre  screens  attached  to  the  smoke- 
stack of  the  vessel  to  prevent  the  escape  of  fire,  and  that  such  fire 
screens  shall  be  of  the  best  approved  kind  shown  by  experience  to 
be  proper  and  suitable  for  protection  from  fire.  It  has  been  held 
that  such  a  statute  is  not  unreasonable,  and  imposes  no  greater  burden 
than  the  common  law  rule  in  most  states  imposes  in  the  case  of  rail- 
road locomotives;  that  it  does  not  conflict  with  acta  of  Congress  or 
regulations  of  supervisory  inspectois,  and  that  it  is  not  on  interfere 
ence  with  interstate  commerce.*** 

22.  Management  and  Operation  of  Engines. — ^The  duty  of  a  rail- 
road company  to  use  proper  care  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  prop- 
erty by  fire  communicated  from  its  engines  extends  to  the  exercise 
of  every  reasonable  precaution  in  the  selection  of  competent  employees, 
and  in  the  operation  of  its  trains,*'  and  negligence  in  these  particu- 
lars will  render  it  liable  for  injuries  to  property  by  firra  arising  thero- 
from.**  While  any  ordinary  fuel  may  be  used  in  a  locomotive  engine 
for  the  generation  of  steam,  the  exercise  of  this  right  is  subject  to 
the  restriction  that  the  latest  improvements  in  its  management  in 

Co.,  90  Ga.  663,  16  S.  E.  958,  35  A.  S.  9.  Gerke  t.  California  Steam  Nav. 

R.  232;  Peter  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  Co.,  9  Col.  251,  70  Am.  Dee.  650  and 

121  Mieh.  324,  80  N.  W.  295,  80  A.  note. 

S.  E.  500,  46  L.R,A.  224;  Frankford,  10.  Burrows  v.  Delta  Transp.  Co., 

etc.,  Turnpike  Co.  v.  Philadelphia,  etc.,  106  Mich.  582,  64  N.  W,  501, 29  L.R.A. 

R.  Co.,  54  Pa.  St.  345,  93  Am.  Dec.  468.    But  see  Atkinson  v.  Goodrich 

708  and  note;  Henderson  v.  Phila-  Transp.  Co.,  60  Wis.  141,  18  N.  W. 

delphia,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  144  Pa.  St.  461,  764,  60  Am.  Rep.  352,  wherein  it  was 

22  Atl.  851,  27  A.  S.  R.  652, 16  L.R.A.  held  that  a  municipal  ordinance,  for- 

299;  White  v,  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  1  bidding  the  running  of  any  steamboat 

S.  D.  326,  47  N.  W.  146,  9  L.R.A.  without  a  spark  arrester  to  prevent 

SZi.  the  escape  of  sparks  "as  effectually  as 

Notes:  38  Am.  Dec.  72;  11  L.R.A.  the  same  can  be  prevented  by  any 

607.  means  known  or  in  uaop"  ia  nnreason- 

8.  Lonisville,  etc,  R.  Go.  v.  Beeler,  able. 

126  Ky.  328,  103  S.  W.  300,  128  A.  S.  11.  Norfolk,  etc.,  R.  Co.  t.  Pritts, 

R.  291,  15  Ann.  Gas.  913,  11  L.HJL  103  Va.  687,  49  8.  E.  971,  106  A.  S. 

(N.S.)  930;  Patry  v.  Northern  Pae.  R.  911,  68  L.R.A.  864. 

R.  Co.,  114  Minn.  376, 181  N.  W.  462,  Note:  11  L.R.A.  508. 

34  L.R.A.(N.S.)  586.  12.  Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Darwin,  156 
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general  use  shall  be  applied  to  it^*  And  if  an  overload  of  engines 
would,  with  the  best  appliances  in  use,  in  generating  steam,  produce 
the  escape  of  sparks  and  Rre  to  a  dangerous  extent,  then  such  conduct, 
would  be  gross  negligence.^*  So  unusual  and  unnecessary  high  speed 
of  a  railroad  train,  and  the  resulting  emission  of  an  unusually  great 
quantity  of  sparks  and  cinders  from  the  engine,  may  become  negli- 
gence on  the  part  of  the  railroad  company.  It  must,  in  regulating 
such  speed,  take  cognizance  of  the  dryness  of  the  season,  the  strength 
and  direction  of  the  wind,  the  danger  to  adjoining  property  from 
fire,  and  of  any  surrounding  circumstances  which  increase  the  danger 
to  others  from  fire  thrown  out  by  its  engines.'* 

23.  Inflammable  Materials  on  or  near  Right  of  Way. — The  courts 
of  England  have  adjudged  that  a  duty  lies  upon  a  i^ilroad  company, 
under  the  common  law,  to  exercise  care  in  keeping  its  track  free  from 
combustible  matter,  whereby  fire  from  its  locomotives  may  be  carried 
to  adjacent  lands,  and  that  an  action  will  lie  for  negligence  in  that 
respect,  although  there  be  no  suggestion  that  the  engine  from  which 
the  fire  was  thrown  was  improperly  constructed  or  driven.**  In  this 
country  also,  it  is  well  established,  whether  regard  be  had  to  statute 
or  to  the  common  law,  that  a  duty  rests  upon  a  railroad  company 
to  care  for  the  condition  of  its  track,  and  to  keep  its  line  clear  of 
materials  likely  to  be  ignited  from  sparks  issuing  from  its  locomotives 
although  the  latter  be  properly  constructed  and  driven ; "  and  prac- 
tically all  the  authorities  agree  tliat  the  presence  of  dry  grass  and 
other  inflammable  material  upon  the  way  of  a  railroad  suffered  to 
remain  there  by  the  company  without  cause  is  a  fact  from  which  a 
jury  may  find  negligence  against  the  company,  although  it  is  not 
negligence  per  se.^^    Some  authorities  indeed  go  to  the  extent  of 


Ala.  311,  47  So.  314,  130  A.  S.  R. 
94;  Toledo,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Pindar,  53 
in.  447,  5  Am.  Rep.  57;  Qagg  v.  Vet- 
ter,  41  Ind.  228,  13  Am.  Rep.  322; 
Patton  V.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  87 
Mo.  117,  56  Am.  Rep.  446;  Martin 
V.  Western  Union  R.  Co.,  23  Wis.  437, 
99  Am.  Dec.  189. 

13.  Lackawanna,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v. 
Doak,"  52  Pa.  St.  379,  91  Am.  Dec. 
166;  Frankford,  etc.,  Turnpike  Co.  v. 
Philadelphia,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  54  Pa.  St. 
345,  93  Am.  Dec.  708;  Henderson  v. 
Philadelphia,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  144  Pa.  St. 
461,  22  AU.  851,  27  A.  S.  R.  652,  16 
L.K.A.  299. 

14.  Toledo,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Pindar, 
53  III.  447,  5  Am.  Rep.  57. 

15.  Norfolk,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v,  Pritts, 


103  Va.  687,  49  S.  E.  971,  106  A.  S. 
R.  911,  68  L.R.A.  864;  Martin  v.  West- 
em  Union  R.  Co.,  23  Wis.  437,  99  Am. 
Dee.  189. 

16.  Delaware,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v,  Salmon, 
39  N.  J.  L.  299,  23  Am.  Rep.  214; 
Smith  V.  London,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  L.  R.  6 
C.  P.  14,  40  L.  J.  C.  PI.  21,  23  L.  T. 
N.  S.  678,  19  W.  R.  230,  18  Eng.  Rul. 
Cas.  726. 

17.  Delaware,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Salmon, 
39  N.  J.  L.  299,  23  Am.  Rep.  214. 

18.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Yonley, 
53  Ark.  503,  13  S.  W.  333,  14  S.  W. 
800,  9  L.R.A.  604;  Flynn  v.  San  Fran- 
cisco, etc.,  R.  Co.,  40  Cal.  14,  6  Am. 
Rep.  595;  Bass  v,  Chicago,  etc.,  R. 
Co.,  28  lU.  9,  81  Am.  Dec.  254  and 
note;  Ohio,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Shanefel^ 
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holding  that  to  allow  the  occumnlation  of  such  matter  is  per  se  negli- 
gence which  will  render  the  company  liable  if  loss  ensues.**  A 
railroad  company  may  be  supplied  with  the  best  engines  and  most 
approved  apparatus  for  preventing  the  emission  of  sparks,  and  oper- 
ated by  the  most  skilful  engineers;  it  may  do  all  that  skill  and  science 
can  suggest  in  the  management  of  its  locomotives;  and  still  it  may 
be  guilty  of  gross  negligence  in  allowing  the  accumulation  of  danger- 
ous combustibles  along  the  track,  easily  to  be  ignited  by  its  furnaces 
and  thence  communicated  to  the  property  of  adjoining  owners.^ 
In  some  jurisdictions  it  is  by  express  statutory  provision  made  the 
duty  of  a  railroad  company  to  keep  its  right  of  way  reasonably  free 
from  combustible  materials  liable  to  take  and  communicate  fire  from 
passing  trains  to  abutting  or  adjacent  property.^  A  railroad  company 
has  the  right  to  keep  at  its  stations  such  supplies  of  fuel  as  are,  in 
its  judgment,  necessary  for  its  present  or  future  use,  and  it  is  not 
liable  for  any  injury  caused  by  the  accidental  burning  thereof,  unless 


47  HI.  497,  96  Am.  Deo.  604;  lUinois  ley,  75  Va.  409,  40  Am.  Rep.  734; 
Cent.  R.  Co.  v.  Silcr,  229  111.  390,  82  Kellogg  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  26 
N.  E.  362, 11  Ann.  Cas.  368,  15  L.R.A.  Wis.  223,  7  Am.  Rep.  69. 
(N.S.)  819;  Pittsburgh,  etc.,  R.  Co.  Notes:  38  Am.  Dee.  72;  62  A.  S.  R. 
V.  Jones,  86  Ind.  496,  44  Am.  Rep.  799;  106  A.  S.  R.  916;  1  L.R.A.  625; 
334;  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  "Co.  v.  Hart,  9  L.R.A.  750. 

119  Ind.  273,  21  N.  E.  753,  4  L.R.A.  19.  Richmond,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Med- 
649;  New  York,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Roper,  ley,  75  Va.  499,  40  Am.  Rep.  734  (stat- 
176  Ind.  497,  96  N.  E.  468,  36  L.R.A.  tug  that  this  is  the  view  of  some  courts, 
<N.S.)  952;  Lake  Erie,  etc.,  R.  Co.  t.  though  holding  to  the  contrary). 
Clark,  7  Ind.  App.  155,  34  S.  W.  587,  20.  Watt  v.  Nevada  Cent.  R.  Co., 
52  A.  S.  R.  442;  Potton  v.  St.  Louis,  23  Nev.  154,  44  Pac.  423,  46  Pas.  52, 
etc.,  R.  Co.,  87  Mo.  117,  56  Am.  Rep.  726,  62  A.  S.  R.  772;  Gulf,  etc.,  R.  Co. 
446;  Root  v.  Kansas  City  Southern  v.  Benson,  69  Tex.  407,  6  S.  W.  822, 
R.  Co.,  195  Mo.  348,  92  S.  W.  621,  6  5  A.  S.  R.  74. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  212;  Watt  v.  Nevada  1.  Balsley  v.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co., 
Cent.  R.  Co.,  23  Nev.  154,  44  Pac.  423,  119  111.  68,  8  N.  E.  859,  59  Am.  Rep. 
46  Pac.  52,  726,  62  A.  S.  R.  772;  Sal-  784;  Illinois  Cent.  R.  Co.  v.  Siler,  229 
mon  v.  Delaware,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  38  N.  HI.  390,  82  N.  E.  362,  11  Ann.  Caa. 
J.  L.  5,  20  Am.  Rep.  356;  Delaware,  368,  15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  819;  Checkley 
etc.,  R.  Co.  V.  Salmon,  39  N.  J.  L.  299,  v.  Illinois  Cent.  R.  Co.,  257  Dl.  491, 
23  Am.  Rep.  214;  Webb  v.  Rome,  etc.,  100  N.  E.  942,  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  1202, 
R.  Co.,  49  N.  Y.  420, 10  Am.  Rep.  389;  44  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1127;  Louisville,  etc., 
O'Neill  v.  New  York,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  115  R.  Co.  v.  Heeler,  126  Ky.  328,  103  S. 
N.  Y.  579,  22  N.  E.  217,  5  L.R.A.  591  W.  300,  128  A.  S.  R.  291,  15  Ann. 
and  note;  Hoffman  v.  King,  160  N.  Y.  Cas.  913,  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  930;  Patry 
618,  55  N.  E.  401,  73  A.  S.  R.  715  v.  Northern  Pac.  R.  Co.,  114  Minn, 
and  note,  46  L.R.A.  672;  Hardy  v.  375,  131  N.  W.  462,  34  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
Hines  Bros.  Lumber  Co.,  160  N.  C.  586;  L.  R.  Martin  Timber  Co.  v.  Great 
113,  75  S.  E.  855,  42  L.R.A.{N.S.)  Northern  R.  Co.,  123  Minn.  423,  144 
759;  Hawley  v.  Sumpter  Valley  R.  Co.,  N.  W.  145,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  496  (cit- 
49  Ore.  509,  90  Pac.  1106,  12  L.R.A.  ing  Wiseonpin  statute);  Red  Mountain 
(N.S.)  52G;  Gulf,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Ben-  R.  Co.  v.  Blue.  39  Can.  Sup.  Ct.  390, 
son,  69  Tex.  407,  5  S.  W.  822,  5  A.  S.  9  Ann.  Cas.  949. 
B,  74;  Richmond,  etc.,  B.  Co.  t.  Med-     Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1915B  1165. 
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it  results  from  the  gross  negligence  or  carelessness  of  the  company, 
or  of  its  agents  and  servants.* 

24.  Buildings  on  Right  of  Way. — While  there  is  but  little  author- 
ity relating  to  the  question  whether  it  is  negligence  for  a  railroad 
company  to  maintain  a  building  on  its  right  of  way  from  which  fire 
is  communicated  to  the  property  of  another  the  view  that  under  cer- 
tain conditions  the  railroad  company  may  be  charged  with  negligence 
in  such  a  case  finds  support  in  a  few  decisions  passing  upon  the  ques- 
tion 

25.  Violation  of  Law  as  Negligence. — ^Though  the  contrary  view 
is  taken  by  some  authorities/  it  is  generally  held  that  a  statute  or 

ordinance  regulating  the  speed  of  railroad  trains  is  designed  not 
only  to  protect  persons  at  crossings  or  on  the  track,  but  also  to  guard 
against  injury  to  property  by  fire,  and  that  such  a  statute  or  ordinance 
is  admissible  and  properly  to  be  considered  in  an  action  for  dam- 
ages from  a  fire  caused  by  a  train  operated  at  illegal  speed  *  To 
warrant  a  recovery  for  damage  from  a  fire  caused  by  a  train  oper- 
ated at  an  illegal  speed  it  must,  however,  appear  that  the  violation 
of  the  statute  or  ordinance  was  the  proximate  cause  of  the  injury; 
in  other  words,  that  the  fire  would  not  have  occurred  but  for  the 
fact  that  the  train  was  run  at  a  speed  exceeding  that  which  the  regu- 
lation allowed.* 

2.  Macon,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  McConuell,  the  total  amount  of  his  loss,  because 
31  Ga.  133,  76  Am.  Dec.  685  and  of  the  negligence  of  the  government 
note.  oHicials  in  having  a  building  with  a 

3.  Note:  17  Ann.  Cas.  193,  194.  roof  in  such  eonmtion  so  near  to  the 
Thus  under  the  Canadian  statute  track. 

making  the  government  liable  for  dam-  4.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  991. 
age  to  property  caused  by  a  fire  start-  6.  Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Stonewall  Ins. 
ed  by  a  locomotive  on  a  government  Co.,  177  Ala.  327,  58  So.  313,  Ann. 
railroad,  irrespective  of  negligence,  Cas.  1915A  987  and  note, 
but  with  a  proviso  limiting  the  amount  "We  have  no  doubt  that  the  danger 
of  recovery  if  proper  care  be  shown,  to  buildings  and  other  adjacent  prop- 
it  was  held  in  Leger  v.  Rex,  43  Can.  crty  liable  to  injury  and  destruction 
Sup.  Ct.  164,  17  Ann.  Cas.  189,  that  by  fire,  caused  by  the  emission  of  coala 
where  it  appears  that  sparks  from  a  and  sparks  from  the  engine  when  in 
locomotive  on  a  government  railway  rapid  motion,  was  one  of  the  mischiefs 
set  fire  to  the  roof  of  a  government  which  the  statute  limiting  the  rate  of 
building  near  the  railway  track,  and  speed  through  cities  and  villages  was 
the  fire  was  carried  to  and  destroyed  designed  to  prevent,  and  are  conse- 
private  property,  and  it  is  shown  that  quently  of  opinion  that  for  losses  so 
the  roof  of  the  government  building  occasioned  by  trains  moving  at  a 
in  question  had  on  several  previous  greater  rate  of  speed  than  the  statute 
occasions  caught  fire  in  a  similar  way  prescribes,  the  company  is  respon- 
and  the  government  officials,  though  sible."  Martin  v.  Western  Union  R. 
notified  on  many  of  such^  occasions,  Co.,  23  Wis.  437,  99  Am.  Dec  189. 
had  only  patched  it  up  without  repair-  And  see  infra,  par.  48. 
ing  it  properly,  the  owner  of  the  prop-  6.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  992. 
erty  destroyed  ia  entitled  to  recover 
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26.  Application  of  Doctrine  of  Proximate  Cause  Generally. — In  the 

case  of  fires  caused  by  the  operation  of  railroads,  the  doctrine  of  proxi- 
mate cause  is  equally  applicable  as  where  a  fire  is  set  by  an  individual.' 
And  the  railroad  company  will  be  Hable  for  such  loss  and  such  only 
as  is  a  natural  result  of  its  act  or  neglect,  which  might  have  been 
foreseen  by  a  reasonable  person ;  ®  and  the  same  tests  apply  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  starting  of  the  fire  was  the  proximate  cause,  or 
was  so  remote  a  cause  of  the  damage  as  to  relieve  from  liability 
therefor.  Thus  it  is  usually  held  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  a  recov- 
ery ihat  the  fire  should  have  been  directly  communicated  to  the 
property  destroyed,  nor  will  the  fact  that  the  fire  passed  over  inter- 
vening land  in  order  to  reach  that  destroyed  prevent  a  recovery.* 

27.  Concurrence  of  Canses  as  Affecting  Liability. — ^In  determining 
the  liability  of  a  railroad  or  steamboat  company  for  damage  by  fire 
the  usual  rules  as  to  liability  where  the  wrong  of  one  person  concurs 
with  that  of  another  in  causing  an  injury,  apply;  and  the  concurrent 
negligence  of  another  is  no  defense,'^  yet  such  cases  are  also  gov- 
erned by  the  rule  that  where  an  injury  accrues  to  a  person  by  the 
concurrence  of  two  causes,  one  traceable  to  another  person  under 
such  circumstances  as  to  render  him  liable  as  a  wrongdoer,  and  the 
other  not  traceable  to  any  responsible  origin,  but  of  such  efficient 
or  superior  force  that  it  would  produce  the  injury  regardless  of  the 
responsible  cause,  there  is  no  legal  liability.  Thus  where  two  fires, 
one  caused  by  the  negligence  of  a  railroad  company,  and  the  other 
having  no  r^ponsible  origin,  meet,  and  after  joining,  pass  to  and 

7.  Beckham  v.  Seaboard  Air-Line  Note:  38  Am.  Dec  77, 
R.  Co.,  127  Ga.  550,  56  S.  E.  638,  12  See  supra,  par.  4. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  47G.  9-  Simmonds  v.  New  York,  etc.,  R. 

8.  Jacksonville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Penin-  Co.,  52  Conn.  2G4,  52  Am.  Rep.  587; 
sular  Land,  etc.,  Co.,  27  Fla.  1,  157,  9  Fent  v.  Toledo,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  59  lU. 
So.  661,  GS9,  17  L.R.A.  33;  Fent  v.  349,  14  Am.  Rep.  13;  Louisvilie,  etc., 
Toledo,  efc,  R.  Co.,  59  111  349,  14  R.  Co.  v.  Nitsehe,  126  lad.  229,  26  N. 
Am.  Rep.  13;  Illinois  Cent.  R.  Co.  v.  E.  51,  22  A.  S.  R.  582,  9  L.R.A.  750; 
Siler,  229  III.  390,  82  N.  E.  362,  11  Atchison,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Standford,  12 
Ann.  Cas.  368,  15  L.R.A.{N.S.)  819;  Kan.  354,  15  Am.  Rep.  362;  Kansas 
Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v,  Nitsehe,  12G  City,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Blaker,  68  Kan. 
Ind.  229,  26  N.  E.  51,  22  A.  S.  R.  582  214.  75  Pac.  71,  1  Ann.  Cas.  883,  64 
and  note,  9  L.R.A.  750;  Pocppers  v.  LU.A.  81;  Delaware,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v. 
Missonri,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  67  Mo.  715,  29  Salmon,  39  N.  J.  L.  299,  23  Am.  Rep. 
Am.  Rep.  518;  Delaware,  etc.,  R.  Co.  214;  Missouri  Pae.  R.  Co.  v.  Culieis, 
V.  Salmon,  39  N.  J.  L.  299,  23  Am.  81  Tex.  382,  17  S.  W.  19,  13  L.R.A. 
Rep.  214;  Ryan  v.  New  York  Cent.  542. 

K   Co,  35  N.  Y.  210,  91  Am.  Dec.  10.  Atkinson  v.  Goodrich  Transp. 

49;  Webh  v.  Rome,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  49  N.  Co.,  CO  Wis.  141,  18  N.  W.  764,  5ft 

Y  420, 10  Am.  Rep.  389;  Pennsylvania  Am.  Rep.  352;  Cook  v.  Minneapohs, 

R  Co.  V.  Kerr,  62  Pa.  St.  353,  1  Am.  etc.,  R.  Co.,  98  Wis.  624,  74  N.  W. 

Rep  431;  Marvin  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  561,  67  A.  S.  R.  830,  40  UR.A.  457. 

Co!,  79  Wis.  140,  47  N.  W.  1123,  11  See  generally,  Neousknoe. 
L.R.A.  506  iitd  note. 
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destroy  certain  property,  it  has  been  held  that  tlie  owner  could  not 
recover,  on  the  ground  that  the  independent  fire  became  a  super- 
seding cause,  so  that  the  destruction  of  the  property  could  not  with 
reasonable  certainty  be  attributed  in  whole  or  in  part  to  the  fire 
having  a  responsible  origin.^'  It  seems,  however,  that  the  respon- 
sible agent  will  be  held  liable  unless  it  is  made  to  appear  that  the 
fire  of  irresponsible  origin  would  have  caused  the  injury  even  though 
the  two  had  not  intermingled,  and  that  a  railroad  company  negli- 
gently setting  a  fire  will  be  responsible  for  the  damage  done  by  it, 
although  such  fire  is  joined  by  a  fire  set  by  another  person,  and  the 
two  concurrently  do  the  damage,  if  it  appears  that  the  first  fire 
would  have  done  the  damage  without  the  assistance  of  the  second  fire.** 
So  also  it  has  been  held  that  if  the  railroad  company  started  one 
of  the  fires,  and  by  negligence  failed  to  extinguish  the  other,  and 
allowed  that  to  spread  and  join  the  fire  which  it  started,  such  railroad 
company  will  be  liable  for  the  damages  caused  by  the  two  fires  after 
they  joined.!* 

28.  Contributory  Negligence  Generally  as  Affecting  Liability. — 
Where  the  liability  of  a  railroad  company  for  injuries  resulting  from 

fires  caused  in  the  operation  of  its  road  is  dependent  upon  the  negli- 
gence of  such  company  or  its  agents  or  employees,  the  usual  rule  in 
actions  based  on  negligence  applies,  that  the  negligence  of  the  prop- 
erty owner  proximately  contributing  to  the  injury  will  defeat  a  recov- 
ery notwithstanding  the  negligence  of  the  defendant.**  The  duty 
of  one  where  negligence  is  already  committed  and  known  to  him,'* 
does  not,  however,  imply  a  duty  to  anticipate  and  provide  against 
such  negligence,  and  an  owner  of  property  is  not  guilty  of  contribu- 
tory negligence  in  not  foreseeing  and  providing  against  the  negligence 
of  a  railroad  company  in  setting  or  allowing  the  escape  of  fire 
by  which  his  property  is  injured  or  destroyed.**  Though  contribu- 
tory negligence  on  the  part  of  the  property  owner  is  a  defense, 
he  is  bound  only  to  use  such  a  degree  of  care  as  a  man  of  ordi- 

11.  Cook  v.  Minneapolis,  etc.,  H.  952;  Marquette,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Spear, 
Co.,  98  Wis.  624,  74  N.  W.  561,  67  A.  44  Mich.  169,  6  N.  W.  202,  38  Am. 
S.  R.  830,  40  L.R.A.  457.  Rep.  242;  Peter  v.  Chicago,  etc,  R. 

12.  MiUer  v.  Northern  Pac.  R.  Co.,  Co.,  121  Mich.  324,  80  N.  W.  295,  80 
24  Idaho  567,  135  Pao.  845,  Ann.  Cas.  A.  S.  R.  500,  46  L.R.A.  224;  Fero  v. 
1915C  1214  and  note,  48  LJlJl.(N  S.)  Buffalo,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  22  N.  Y.  209,  78 
700.  Am.  Dec.  178  and  note;  Murphy  v. 

is.  Farrell  v.  Minneapolis,  etc.,  R.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  45  Wis.  222,  30 

Co.,  121  Minn.  357,  141  N.  W.  491,  Am.  Rep.  721.    See  supra,  par.  7. 

45  L.R.A.(N,S.)  215  and  note.  "  And  see  generally,  Negugbkob.  ■ 

14.  Flynn  v.  San  Francisco,  etc.,  R.  15.  See  infra,  par.  30. 

Co.,  40  Cal.  14,  6  Am.  Rep.  595;  New  16.  Lindsay  v.  Winona,  etc.,  B.  Co., 

York,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Roper,  176  Ind.  29  Minn.  411,  13  N.  W.  191,  43  Am. 

497,  96  N.  E.  468,  36  l.R.A.(N.S.)  Rep.  228. 
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nary  prudence  would  have  exercised  under  like  circumstances,*'  and 
he  will  not  be  deprived  of  redress  against  the  railroad  company  for 
its  negligence  by  the  fact  that  had  he  been  more  vigilant  the  injury 
might  not  have  happened.^* 

29.  Condition,  Location  and  Use  of  Property. — In  a  few  cases  it 
has  been  held  that  the  question  whether  a  person  owning  land  adja- 
cent to  a  railroad  right  of  way  is  guilty  of  such  contributory  negligence, 
in  failing  to  remove  combustible  therefrom  and  in  the  use  he  makes 
of  the  land,  as  will  bar  a  recovery  for  damage  by  fire  caused  by 
the  railroad,  is  a  question  of  fact  for  the  jury.*'  And  some  have 
taken  the  view  that  the  owners  of  land  contiguous  to  railroads  are 
as  much  bound  to  keep  their  land  free  from  dry  grass,  weeds,  stubble 
and  other  combustible  matter  as  the  railroad  coinpany  is  on  its  right  of 
way.***  The  weight  of  authority  is,  however,  to  the  effect  that  a  jperson 
owning  land  adjoining  the  right  of  way  of  a  railroad  company  is 
not  guilty  of  contributory  negligence  in  failing  to  remove  the  com- 
bustible matter  from  his  land,  or  in  farming  thereon  in  the  ordinary 
and  usual  way,  such  conduct  on  his  part  not  preventing  a  recovery 
for  fire  set  by  the  railroad.*  A  person  having  property  adjacent  to 
a  railroad  is  not  bound  to  keep  his  property  in  such  a  condition  as 

17.  Fero  v.  Buffalo,  etc.,  B.  Co.,  22  v.  Bichardson,  66  Ind.  43,  32  Am.  Rop. 
N.  Y.  209,  78  Am.  Dec.  178.  94  and  note;  Pittsburgh,  etc.,  U.  Co. 

18.  Fero  v.  Buffalo,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  22  v.  Jones,  86  Ind.  49G,  44  Am.  Rep, 
N.  Y.  209,  78  Am.  Dec.  178  and  note;  334  and  note;  Walker  v.  Chicago,  etc.. 
and  see  Toledo,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Pindar,  R.  Co.,  76  Kan.  32,  90  Pac.  772,  123 
53  111.  447,  5  Am.  Rep.  57.  A.  S.  R.  119,  13  Ann.  Cas.  1204  and 

19.  Notes:  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  628  et  note,  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  624  and  note; 
seq.;  8  Ann.  Cas.  443;  13  Ajin.  Cas.  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Heeler,  126 
1208;  13  Ann.  Cas.  1209.  Ky.  328,  103  S.  W.  300,  128  A.  S.  R. 

20.  Ohio,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Shanefelt,  291, 15  Ann.  Cas.  913, 11  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
47  111.  497,  95  Am.  Dec.  504;  Chicago  930;  Kendrick  v.  Towle,  60  Mich.  363, 
&  N.  "W.R.R.Co.v.Simonson,541Il.  27  N.  W.  567,  1  A.  S.  R.  526;  Patton 
504,  5  Am.  Rep.  155  and  note;  Kesee  v.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  87  Mo.  117, 
V.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  30  la.  78,  6  56  Am.  Rep.  446;  Mathews  v.  St. 
Am.  Rep.  643;  Salmon  v.  Delaware,  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  121  Mo.  298,  24  S. 
etc.,  R.  Co.,  38  N.  J.  L.  5,  20  Am.  W.  591, 25  L.R,A.  161;  Salmon  v.  Dela- 
Rep.  356  (stating  this  to  be  the  rule  ware,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  38  N.  J.  L.  5,  20 
in  some  states  but  that  the  general  rule  Am.  Rep.  356  and  note ;  Delaware,  etc., 
is  to  the  contrary).  R.  Co.  v.  Salmon,  39  N.  J.  L.  299,  23 

Note :  81  Am.  Dec.  259.  Am.  Rep.  214;  Philadelphia,  etc.,  B, 

The  rule  laid  down  in  these  cases  is  Co.  v.  Hendrickson,  80  Pa.  St.  182,  21 

opposed  by  the  great  weight  of  author-  Am.  Rep.  97;  Richmond,  etc.,  R.  Co. 

ity  in  other  states,  and  has  been  since  v.  Medley,  75  Va.  499,  40  Am.  Rep. 

abrogated  by  statute.   38  Am.  Dec.  76  734;  Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Patterson,  105 

note.  Va.  6,  52  S.  E.  694,  8  Ann.  Cas.  440 

1.  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  t.  Mar-  and  note;  Kellogg  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  B. 

bury  Lumber  Co.,  125  Ala.  237,  28  So,  Co.,  26  Wis.  223,  7  Am.  Rep.  69. 

438,  50  L.R.A.  620;  Flynn  v.  San     Notes:  95  Am.  Dec.  609  ;  32  Am. 

Francisco,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  40  Cal.  14,  6  Rep.  98;  130  A.  S.  B.  103;  13  Ana. 

Am.  Rep.  595;  Louisville,  etc.,  B.  Co.  Cas.  1206. 
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to  guard  against  the  negligence  of  the  railroad  company,  but  every 
person  has  the  right  to  enjoy  his  property  in  an  ordinary  manner; 
and  while  one  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  saving  his  property  when 
he  can  do  so,  he  is  under  no  obligation  to  stand  guard  over  it  and 
continually  watch  it  to  protect  it  from  the  negligence  of  a  railroad 
company.'  He  may  cultivate,  build  upon  and  use  his  lands,  or 
leave  them  in  a  state  of  nature,  as  he  may  see  proper,  and  will  take 
upon  himself  no  other  risks  than  such  as  are  incident  to  the  opera- 
tion of  the  road  in  the  exercise  of  proper  care  and  vigilance  by  the 
company,  and  will  nevertheless  be  entitled  to  remedy  for  injuries  by 
fires  arising  from  the  negligence  of  the  company  in  the  construction 
or  management  of  its  locomotives,  or  in  the  condition  in  which  its 
track  is  suffered  to  remain.'  The  distinction  between  the  case  of 
the  railroad  company  and  that  of  the  contiguous  owner  is  obvious; 
the  company  uses  a  dangerous  agent,  and  must  provide  proper  safe- 
guards; the  landowner  does  nothing  of  the  kind,  and  has  a  right 
to  remain  quiescent.*  While  most  of  the  decisions  just  considered 
were  rendered  in  cases  relating  to  farms,  and  where  contributory  neg- 
ligence was  set  up  as  a  defense  to  actions  for  the  recovery  of  damages 
by  the  owners  of  land,  the  same  principle  is  applied  in  other  cases 
of  adjacent  landowners.*  Thus  it  is  the  general  rule  that  one  who, 
after  the  construction  of  a  railroad,  builds  in  an  exposed  position 
with  respect  thereto,  is  not,  on  that  account,  precluded  from  recover- 
ing for  the  d^truction  of  his  premises  through  the  want  of  proper 
caution  on  the  part  of  the  company.*    However,  it  has  been  held 


2.  Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Darwin,  156  Co.,  28  111.  9,  81  Am.  Dec.  254;  Wal- 
Ala.  311,  47  So.  314,  130  A.  S.  R.  94  ker  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  76  Kan. 
and  note;  Jacksonville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  32,  90  Pac.  772,  123  A.  S.  R.  119,  13 
Peninsular  Land,  etc.,  Co.,  27  Fla.  1,  Ann.  Cas.  1204,  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  624; 
167,  9  So.  661,  689,  17  L.R.A.  33;  Patton  v.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  8'' Mo. 
Florida  East  Coast  R.  Co.  v.  Welch,  117,  56  Am.  Rep.  446;  Delaware,  etc., 
53  Fla.  145,  44  So.  250,  12  Ann.  Cas.  R.  Co.  v.  Salmon,  39  N.  J.  L.  299,  23 
210;  Lonisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Hart,  Am.  Rep.  214;  Philadelphia,  etc.,  E. 
119  Ind.  273,  21  N.  E.  753,  4  LJR.A.  Co.  v.  Hendrickson,  80  Pa.  St.  182,  21 
549;  Walker  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  Am.  Rep.  97. 

76  Kan.  32,  90  Pac.  772,  123  A.  S.  R.  4.  Salmon  v.  Delaware,  ete.,  B.  Co., 

119,  13  Ann.  Cas.  1204  and  note,  12  38  N.  J.  L.  5,  20  Am.  Rep.  356. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  624i  Louisville,  etc,  R.  5.  Note:  38  Am.  Dec.  75. 

Co.  V.  Beeler,  126  Ky.  328,  103  S.  W.  6.  Jacksonville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Penin- 

300,  128  A.  S.  R.  291  and  note,  15  sular  Land,  etc.,  Co.,  27  Fla.  1, 157,  9 

Ann.  Cns.  913,  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  930j  So.  661,  689,  17  L.R.A.  33;  Fero  v. 

Rnwell  V.  Raihoad  Co.,  57  N,  H.  132,  BufEalo,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  22  N.  7.  209,  78 

24  Am.  Rep.  59;  Phillips  v.  Durham,  Am.  Dec  178  andnote;Bnrkev.  Louis- 

etc,  B.  Co.,  138  N.  C.  12, 50  8.  E.  462,  ville,  etc.  R.  Co.,  7  Heisk.  (Tenn.) 

3  Ann.  Cas.  384.  451,  19  Am.  Rep.  618;  Socthem  B, 

Note:  32  Am.  Rep.  98.  Co.  t.  Patterson,  105  Va.  6,  52  S.  E. 

3.  Southern  B.  Co.  v.  Darwin,  156  694,  8  Ann.  Caa.  440  and  note. 
Ala.  311,  47  So.  314,  130  A.  S.  B.  Note:  8  Ann.  Cas.  441. 

94  and  note;  Bass  t.  Chicago,  etc.,  B. 
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that  while  a  landowner  has  an  undoubted  right  to  erect  his  build- 
ivigs  anywhere  upon  his  land  and  in  close  proximity  to  a  railroad 
if  he  chooses,  if  he  does  erect  his  buildings  in  an  exposed  place  be 
assumes  some  of  the  hazards  incident  to  the  location,  and  is  bound  to 
n  higher  degree  of  care  in  protecting  them  than  if  they  were  located 
elsewhere.'  The  placing  of  structures  on  the  right  of  way  of  a  rail- 
road company,  which,  are  permitted  to  remain  there  with  the  consent 
of  the  company  until  they  are  negligently  set  on  fire  by  a  passing 
locomotive,  the  fire  extending  to  and  burning  other  and  adjoining 
property,  does  not  constitute  contributory  negligence  on  the  part 
of  tlie  owner,  nor  deprive  him  of  the  remedy  given  by  law  for  the 
negligent  burning  of  property  not  on  the  right  of  way.*  One  plac- 
ing his  property  upon  the  premises  of  a  railroad  company  without 
conditions,  and  with  its  assent,  not  being  a  trespasser,  is  not  beyond 
the  protection  of  the  law  against  injury  due  to  the  want  of  ordinary 
care.'  So  it  has  been  held  that  the  fact  that  the  buildings  of  the 
plaintiff  which  were  destroyed  or  injured  by  fire  caused  by  the  oper- 
ation Af  a  railroad  were  in  such  condition  as  to  be  liable  to  teke 
fire  is  no  defense  to  on  action  for  damans;*®  and  that  leaving  a 
door  of  a  building,  in  course  of  construction,  partly  open,  by  reason 
of  which  sparks  from  the  company's  engine  set  fire  to  the  plaintiff's 
building,  was  not  contributory  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  latter.** 
Nor  will  the  fact  that  the  fire  was  caused  by  sparks  from  a  defective 
engine,  entering  through  an  open  window  of  an  unoccupied  room 
in  the  plaintiff's  house,  prevent  his  recovery  for  the  burning  of  the 
house.*^  And  on  the  same  principle  it  has  been  held  that  it  is  not 
evidence  of  such  contributory  negligence  as  will  prevent  recovery, 
that  part  of  a  pane  of  glass  was  out  of  a  window  of  the  plaintiff's 
house,  adjoining  the  defendant's .  road,  and  that  the  damage  was 
caused  by  sparks  blown  through  the  window  from  the  defendant's 
engine,  which  was  being  drawn  at  unlawful  speed.**  It  is  clear  that 
tlie  mere  location  and  use  of  a  railroad  cannot  operate  as  an  absolute 
prohibition  upon  certain  branches  of  industry  in  its  vicinity,  and 

7.  Note:  8  Ann.  Cas.  442.  10.  Philadelphia,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Hen- 

8.  Kansas  City,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  drickson,  80  Pa.  St.  182,  21  Am.  Rep. 
Blaker,  68  Kan.  244,  75  Pac.  71,  1  97. 

Ann.  Cas.  883,  64  L.R.A.  81;  Boston  Notes:  38  Am.  Dee.  75;  8  Ann.  Cas. 
ExcelsiDr  Co.  v.  Bangor,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  442. 

93  Me.  52,  44  Atl.  138,  47  L.R.A.  82.     11.  Fero  v.  Buffalo,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  22 
Note:  8  Ann.  Cas.  442.  N.  Y.  209,  78  Am.  Dee.  178. 

9.  Cincinnati,  etc.,  R.  Co.  t.  South      Note:  38  Am.  Dee.  75. 

Fork  Coal  Co.,  139  Fed.  528,  71  C.  C.  12.  Loaisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Rich- 
A.  316,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  533  and  note;  ardson,  o6  I.mJ  1.T  3?  At".  Rep  94; 
L.  R.  Martin  Timber  Co.  v.  Great  Martin  v.  Western  Union  K.  Co..  23 
Northern  R.  Co.,  123  Minn.  423,  144  Wis.  437,  99  Am.  D«e.  iiitt. 
N.  W  145,  Ann.  Cbb.  1015A  496  and  13.  Martin  v.  Western  Union  K.  Co., 
note.  23  Wis.  437,  99  Am.  Dec.  189. 
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consequently  the  mere  faking  out  and  use  of  an  urticle  necessary 
in  the  business  carried  on  on  premises  adjacent  to  a  railroad,  is  not 
contributory  negligence  preventing  a  recovery  for  damages  by  fire 
communicated  to  such  article.'*  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the 
great  weight  of  authority  is  as  just  stated  with  regard  to  the  rights 
of  persons  having  property  adjacent  to  a  railroad,  it  would  seem 
that  such  decisions  do  not  negative  the  proposition  that  such  an 
owner  may,  by  gross  negligence  in  the  manner  of  the  construction 
of  his  buildings,  or  in  tlie  manner  of  conducting  his  business  in  and 
about  the  same,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  such  railroad  track,  Vje 
chargeable  with  contributory  negligence  which  might  prevent  a  recov- 
ery by  him  in  an  action  to  recover  for  the  destruction  of  such  build- 
ings or  other  property  by  fire  communicated  by  the  negligent  act  of 
the  railroad  company.'^  In  some  states  it  has  been  expressly  provided 
by  statute  that  it  shall  not,  in  any  case,  be  considered  as  negligence 
on  the  part  of  the  owner  or  occupant  of  the  property  injured,  that 
he  has  used  or  permitted  the  same  to  be  used  and  remain  as  if  no 
railroad  passed  through"  or  near  the  property  so  injured,  except  in 
oases  of  injury  to  personal  property,  which  shall  be  at  the  time  upon 
the  property  occupied  by  such  railroad.^* 

30.  Failure  to  Protect  Property  against  "Seen  Danger." — Although 
contributory  negligence  is  not  favored  as  a  defense  in  actions  against 
railroad  companies  for  damages  caused  by  fires,  it  does  not  follow 
that  the  plaintiff  cannot  in  any  case  be  guilty  of  such  contributory 
negligence  as  will  bar  his  right  to  recover  in  such  an  action.  On 
i:he  contrary  it  is  well  settled  that  where  the  danger  is  seen  by  him 
it  is  his  duty  to  use  all  reasonable  diligence  to  avert  it  and  if  he 
fails  to  do  so  he  must  suffer  for  the  consequences  of  his  own  neglect.*' 
Thus  it  has  often  been  held  that  where  the  owner  of  property  adjoin- 
ing a  railroad  right  of  way,  or  his  agents  or  servants,  has  timely 
notice  of  the  communication  of  a  fire  to  his  property  from  fires  set 
out  on  the  right  of  way  by  sparks  from  a  passing  locomotive,  it  ia 
incumbent  upon  him  to  exercise  reasonable  care  and  caution  to  pro- 
tect his  property  from  damage  by  the  fire,  if  possible;  and  a  failure 
so  to  do,  where  prompt  action  might  have  extinguished  the  fire  or 
preserved  the  property  from  destruction,  will  be  held  to  be  contribu- 
tory negligence  which  will  defeat  an  action  against  the  railroad 

14.  Kalbfleisch  v.  Long  Island  B.  Notes:  32  Am.  Rep.  98;  12  LJLA. 

Co.,  102  N.  Y.  520,  7  N.  E.  657,  55  (N.S.)  629  et  seq. 

Am.  Rep.  832  (exposure  of  benzine  16.  Mansfield  Mut.  Ins.  Co.  t.  Glere- 

out  of  doors  on  premises  used  as  land,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  74  Ohio  St.  30,  77 

vamiah  factory).  N.  £.  269,  6  Ann.  Cas.  782  (citing 

.15.  Murphy  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  Ohio  Rev.  Stat.  4$  3365-6). 


45  Wis.  222,  30  Am.  Rep.  721. 


17.  Note:  38  Am.  Dec.  76. 
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company  for  negligently  setting  out  the  fire.''  In  some  states  it  has 
been  held  that  a  verdict  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff,  for  damages  from 
fires  set  out  upon  a  railroad  right  of  way,  cannot  be  sustained  unless 
the  jury's  special  verdict  affirmatively  states  facts  sufficient  to  show 
that  plaintiff  was  free  from  contributory  negligence;  and  that  he 
exercised  reasonable  care  in  attempting  to  extinguish  the  fire  and 
prevent  a  destruction  of  his  property.**  Even  under  a  statute  impos- 
ing absolute  liability  on  a  railroad  company  for  injuries  to  properly 
by  fires  communicated  from  its  engines,  it  has  been  held  that  the 
failure  of  a  property  owner  to  exert  reasonable  effort  to  prevent  the 
loss  of  his  property  may  be  such  an  act  of  gross  negligence  tanta- 
mount to  fraud,  as  will  bar  a  recovery  by  him,**  It  has  been  held 
however  that  the  duty  of  one  owning  land  adjoining  a  railroad  right 
of  way  in  striving  to  extinguish  and  prevent  the  spread  of  fire  upon 
his  land,  set  out  by  sparks  from  a  locomotive  of  a  railroad  company, 
is  limited  to  cases  where  it  would  have  been  practical  readily  and 
easily  to  have  stopped  the  fire;  and  the  landowner  is  not  bound  to 
use,  or  resort  to,  extraordinary  means  to  extinguish  the  fire,*  and 
that  even  though  the  plaintiff  may  have  been  guilty  of  contributory 
negligence  subsequent  to  the  starting  of  the  fire,  yet  he  may  recover 
for  all  damages  done  to  his  property  by  the  fire  prior  to  the  time 
when  his  contributory  negligence  began  to  affect  the  result* 

31.  Servants*  Kegligence  as  Imputable  to  Property  Owner. — ^While 
in  the  absence  of  the  principal  it  is  the  duty  of  the  agent  or  employee, 
engaged  with  reference  to  the  care  or  management  of  any  property 
that  is  threatened  with  destruction  by  fire  caused  by  neglect  of  an- 
other, to  make  reasonable  effort  to  avert  the  injury,  and  the  neglect 
of  the  agent  or  employee  in  this  respect  is  the  failure  of  the  principal,* 
yet  it  has  been  held  that  to  charge  the  owner  of  property  with  the 
negligence  of  its  employees  in  failing  to  protect  such  property  from 
fire  set  out  by  a  railroad  company  before  it  was  destroyed,  they  must 

18.  Soufhern  R.  Co.  v.  Darwin,  156  Dyke  v.  Grand  Trunk  B.  Co.,  84  Vt. 

Ala.  311,  47  So.  314, 130  A.  S.  R.  94;  212,  78  Atl.  958,  Ann.  Cas.  1913A 

Toledo,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Pindar,  53  Hi.  640;  Brunner  v.  Minneapolis,  etc.,  R. 

447,  5  Am.  Rep.  57;  Illinois  Cent.  R.  Co.,  155  Wis.  253,  143  N.  "W.  305,  144 

Co.  V.  Siler,  229  HI.  390,  82  N.  E.  362,  N.  W.  986,  49  L.R.A.(N.S.)  166  and 

11  Ann.  Caa.  368,  15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  note. 

819;  Walker  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  19.  Note:  12  L.R.A.{N.S.)  528. 

76  Kan.  32,  90  Pae.  772,  123  A.  S.  R.  20.  Note:  infra,  par.  37. 

119,  13  Ann.  Cas.  1204,  12  L.R.A.  1.  Note:  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  527. 

(N.S.)  624;  Hawley  v.  Sumptcr  Val-  2.  Stebbins  v.  Central  Vermont  R. 

ley  R.  Co.,  49  Ore.  609,  90  Pac.  1106,  Co.,  64  Vt.  464,  41  Am.  Rep.  855. 

12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  526  and  note;  Haver-  3.  Hawley  v.  Sumpter  Valley  R.  Co., 
ly  V.  State  Line,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  135  Pa.  49  Ore.  509,  90  Pac.  1106,  12  L.R.A. 
St.  50,  19  Atl.  1013,  20  A.  S.  R.  848;  (N.S.)  526  and  note.  See  generaUy, 
Stebbins  v.  Central  Vermont  R.  Co.,  Master  and  SratvANT;  Pkincipal  amd 
54  Vt  464,  41  Am.  Rep.  855;  Van  Agent. 

B.  C.  L.  Vol.  XI.— 62.  977 


Digitized  by 


32,  33 


FIRES 


'  11  H.  C.  I.. 


be  shown  to  have  been  in  a  position  to  render  such  service,  and  to 
have  been  charged  with  a  duty  to  do  so.* 

32.  Contracts  Exempting  from  Liability  for  Negligence. — Tt  is  well 
settled  that  a  railroad  company  may  by  contract  exempt  itpelf  from 
liability  for  injuries  by  fires  to  buildings  upon  its  right  of  way 
although  such  burning  be  due  to  negligence.'  Such  a  contract  is 
not  open  to  the  usual  objections  to  contracts  exempting  from  liabil- 
ity for  negligence,  that  they  are  against  the  public  interest  or  that 
the  parties  do  not  stand  on  a  footing  of  equality  and  the  weaker  party 
is  compelled  to  submit  to  the  stipulations.*  In  some  of  the  cases 
the  exemption  from  liability  for  negligence  is  express.'  In  the  other 
cases,  where  the  exemption  is  in  general  terms,  the  court  usually 
does  not  discuss  the  question  as  to  whether  the  general  exemption 
included  negligence,  but  decides  the  case  as  if  negligence  were  ex- 
pressly stipulated  for.*  The  fact  that  a  railroad  company  is  by  virtue 
of  contract  exempt  from  liability  for  the  burning  of  property  on 
the  right  of  way,  and  which  first  caught  fire,  will  not  relieve  it  from 
liability  for  the  ne^^igent  burning  of  property  connected  therewidi.* 

Statutory  Imposition  of  Liability  Irrespective  of  Negligence 

33.  In  General. — In  a  number  of  states  railroad  corporations  are 
by  statute  made  absolutely  responsible,  independentiy  of  negligence, 

4.  Hawley  v.  Sampter  Valley  R.  Co.,  sole  risk  until  tendered  and  accepted 
49  Ore.  509,  90  Fac  1106,  12  Lil.A.  for  shipment,  is  a  valid  contract  and 
(N.S.)  526.  relieves  the  railroad  company  from 

6.  Cheekley  v.  Illinois  Cent  R.  Co.,  liability  for  the  bnniing  of  the  cotton, 
257  111.  491,  100  N.  £.  942,  Ann.  Gas.  before  acceptance  for  shipment,  by 
1914A  1202,  44  L.RA.(N.S.)  1127  and  sparks  communicated  from  a  loeomo- 
note;  Kansas  City,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  tive.  German- American  Ins.  Go.  v. 
Blaker,  68  Kan.  244,  75  Pac.  71,  1  Sonthetn  R.  Co.,  77  S.  C.  467,  58  S. 
Ann.  Gas.  883,  64  L.R.A.  81;  German-  E.  337, 12  Ann.  Gas.  495. 
American  Ina.  Co.  v.  Southern  A.  Co.,  6.  Mansfield  Mnt.  Ins.  Co.  t.  Gleve- 
77  S.  G.  467,  68  S.  E.  337,  12  Ann.  land,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  74  Ohio  St  80,  77 
Cas.  495  and  note.  N.  E.  269,  6  Ann.  Gas.  782;  Cinein- 

Notwithstanding  a  statute  making  nati,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Saulsbury,  115 
every  railroad  company  liable  in  dam-  Tenn.  402,  90  S.  W.  624.  6  Ann.  Cas. 
ages  to  the  owner  of  property  which  744  note. 


d  bv  are  communicated  by  the  g^^  Cohtiuots,  toL  6,  p.  727  et 
'  B  locomotives,  except  where 


to  placing  the  cotton  on  the  railroad  Cleveland,  etc.,  K.  Co.,  74  Ohio  St.  30, 
right  of  way,  stipulating  that  the  cot-  77  N.  E.  269,  6  Ann.  Cas.  782  and 
ton  is  deposited  on  the  premises  of  note. 

the  railway  company  and  so  remains  8.  Note:  44  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1128. 
without  its  consent  and  at  the  owner's     9.  Kansas  City,  «!tc     R.  Co. 
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to  any  one  whose  buildings  or  other  property  may  be  injured  by  fire 
communicated  by  its  locomotive  engines,  or,  as  it  is  sometimes  pro- 
videdj  where  the  fire  originates  within  the  limits  of  the  right  of  way 
of  such  road  in  consequence  of  the  act  of  any  of  its  authorized  agents 
or  employees.^**  The  courts  have  uniformly  held,  or  assumed  as  a 
basis  for  their  decisions,  that  such  statutes  are  valid/^  and  not  uncon- 
stitutional as  denying  to  railroad  companies  the  equal  protection  of 


Blaker,  68  Kan.  244,  75  Pac  71»  1  (under  Laws  of  1909,  R.  L.  Supp. 
Ann.  Cas.  883,  64  L.R.A.  81.  1909,  $  2041) ;  FarreU  v.  Minneapolis, 
10.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Mat-  etc.,  R.  Co.,  121  Minn.  357,  141  N.  W. 
hews,  165  U.  S.  1, 17  S.  Ct.  243,  41  U.  491,  45  L.R.A.(N.S.)  215;  Mathews  v. 
8.  (L.  ed.)  611;  Southern  R.  Co.  v,  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  121  Mo.  298,  24 
Power  Fuel  Co.,  152  Fed.  917,  82  C.  C.  S.  W.  591,  25  L.R.A.  161  and  note; 
A.  65,  12  LJl.A.(N.S.)  472  (decided  Campbell  v.  Missouri  Pac.  R.  Co.,  121 
nnder  1  S.  Car.  Civ.  Code  1902,  $  Mo.  340,  25  S.  W.  936,  42  A.  S.  R. 
2135) ;  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Shore,  530  and  note,  25  L.R.A.  175;  Adden 
89  Ark.  418,  117  S.  W.  515,  16  Ann.  v.  White  Mountains  N.  H.  R.  Co.,  55 
Cas.  939  and  note;  Kansas  City  South-  N.  H.  413,  20  Am.  Rep.  220;  Powell 
em  R.  Co.  v.  Harris,  105  Ark.  374, 151  v.  Railroad,  57  N.  H.  132,  24  Am.  Rep. 
S.  W.  992,  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  932  and  59;  Laird  v.  Connecticut,  etc.,  R.  Co., 
note;  and  see  Little  Rock,  etc.,  R.  Co.  62  N.  H.  254,  13  A.  S.  R.  564;  Mans- 
V.  Payne,  33  Ark.  816,  34  Am.  Rep.  field  Mut.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Cleveland,  etc., 
55;  Union  Pac.  R.  Co.  v.  De  Bask,  12  R.  Co.,  74  Ohio  St.  30,  77  N.  E.  269, 
Colo.  294,  20  Pac.  752, 13  A.  S.  R.  221,  6  Ann.  Cas.  782;  Gregory  v.  Layton, 
3  L.R.A.  350;  Simmonds  v.  New  York,  36  S.  C.  93, 15  S.  E.  352,  31  A.  S.  R. 
etc.,  R.  Co.,  52  Conn.  264,  52  Am.  Rep.  857;  McCandless  v.  Richmond,  etc.,  R. 
687;  Grissell  v.  Housatonic  R.  Co.,  54  Co.,  38  S.  C.  103,  16  S.  E.  429,  18 
Conn.  447,  9  Atl.  137,  1  A.  S.  R.  138,  L.R.A.  440;  Mobile  Ins.  Co.  v.  Co- 
writ  of  error  dismissed  140  U.  S.  684,  lumbia,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  41  S.  C.  408,  19 
11  S.  Ct.  1022,  35  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  595;  S.  E.  858,  44  A.  S.  R.  725;  Brown  v. 
Regan  v.  New  York,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  60  Carolina  Midland  Ry.,  67  S.  C.  481, 
Conn.  124,  22  Atl.  503,  25  A.  S.  R.  46  S.  E.  283,  100  A.  S.  R.  756  and 
306;  Rodcmacher  v.  Milwaukee,  etc.,  note;  German  American  Ins.  Co.  v. 
R.  Co.,  41  la.  297,  20  Am.  Rep.  592;  Southern  Ry.,  77  S.  C.  467,  58  S.  E. 
Leavitt  v.  Canadian  Pac.  ft-  Co.,  90  337,  12  Ann.  Cas.  495;  and  see  Whit- 
Me.  153,  37  Atl.  886,  38  L.it.A.  152;  ney  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Richmond,  etc.,  R.  Co., 
Boston  Excelsior  Co.  v.  Bangor,  etc.,  38  S.  C.  365,  17  S.  E.  147,  37  A.  S. 
R.  Co.,  C3  Me.  52,  44  Atl.  138,  47  R.  767;  Jensen  v.  South  Dakota  Cent. 
L.n.A.  82;  Dyer  v.  Maine  Cent.  R.  Co.,  R.  Co.,  25  S.  D.  506,  127  N.  W.  650, 
99  Me.  195,  58  Atl.  994,  2  Ann.  Cas.  Ann.  Cas.  1912C  700  and  note,  35 
457,  67  L.R.A.  416;  Hart  v.  Western  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1015  and  note;  Van 
R.  Corp.,  13  Mete.  (Mass.)  99,  46  Am.  Dyke  v.  Grand  Trunk  R.  Co.,  84  Vt. 
Dec.  719;  Periey  v.  Eastern  R.  Co.,  98  212,  78  Atl.  958,  Ann.  Cas.  1913A  640 
Mass.  414,  96  Am.  Dec.  645;  Peter  v.  (holding  this  to  be  the  rule  in  certain 
Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  121  Midi.  324,  80  states  but  that  tlie  Vermont  statute 
N.  W.  295,  80  A.  S.  R.  500,  46  L.R.A.  goes  only  to  the  extent  of  placing  upon 
224  (stating  that  such  liability  is  im-  the  railroad  the  burden  of  showing  its 
posed  by  some  statutes,  but  that  the  freedom  from  negligence). 
Michigan  statute  contains  h  proviso  Notes:  38  Am.  Dec.  77,  78,  79;  6 
against  liability  on  proof  of  cer-  Am.  Rep.  598;  62  A.  S.  R.  171;  12 
tain  facts);  Babcock  t.  CkiLudian  L.RA.(N.S.)  624;  Ann.  Cas.  1913E 
Northera  R,  Co.,  117  Minn.  434,  136  971. 

N.  W.  276,  Ann.  Cas.  1913D  024  11.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  B.  Co.  t.  Shon, 
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the  laws,  or  as  depriving  them  of  their  property  without  due  process 
of  law,**  or  as  conflicting  with  the  provision  of  the  federal  consti- 
tution which  prohibits  any  state  from  making  or  enforcing  any  law 
which  shall  abridge  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States,*'  or  as  interfering  with  the  power  of  Congress  to  regu- 
late commerce  among  the  several  states.**  Statutes  which  impose 
upon  railroad  companies  an  absolute  liability,  where  before  they  were 
liable  only  when  negligent,  are  not  subject  to  the  objection  that  they 
impair  the  obligation  of  contracts,  even  though  the  power  to  alter 
or  amend  the  charter  of  any  company  by  legislation  is  not  reserved 
in  the  constitution  of  the  state.**  The  common  law  permitted  a 
recovery  for  damage  caused  by  fire  without  proof  of  negligence,** 
and  while  this  rule  has  been  modified  in  the  development  of  the  law, 
there  is  no  reason  why  it  may  not  be  restored  in  cases  where  the 
lawful  use  of  property  by  one  necessarily  exposes  the  property  of 
another  to  damage  by  fire.  The  adoption  of  statutes  making  railroad 
companies  liable  for  damages  by  fire  caused  by  the  operation  of  their 
locomotives  is  but  the  re-enactment  pro  tanto  of  the  ancient  common 
law  for  the  better  protection  of  property  exposed  to  such  unusu^ 
dangers.  Such  matters  are  peculiarly  within  the  cortrol  of  the  local 
legislatures;  and  such  la^  may  be  enacted,  changed,  or  repealed  to 
suit  the  varied  conditions  and  circumstahces  of  the  people.*'  These 


89  Ark.  418,  117  S.  W.  615,  16,  Ann. 
Cas.  939  and  note,  and  see  cases  cited 
to  preceding  test. 

Notes:  25  L.R.A.  161;  35  L.R.A. 
(N.S.)  1016. 

12.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Mathews, 
165  U.  S.  1,  17  S.  Ct.  243,  41  U.  S. 
(L.  ed.)  611;  Union  Pac.  R.  Co.  v. 
De  Busk,  12  Colo.  294,  20  Pac.  752, 
13  A.  S.  R.  221,  3  L.R.A.  350;  Oris- 
sell  T.  Housatonic  R.  Co.,  54  Conn. 
447,  9  All.  137, 1  A.  S.  R.  138,  writ  of 
error  dismissed  140  U.  S.  684,  11  S. 
Ct.  1022,  35  U.  S.  {L.  ed.)  695; 
Mathews  v.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  121 
Mo.  298,  24  S.  W.  591,  25  L.R.A.  161 
and  note;  McCandless  v.  Ri'>hmond, 
etc.,  R.  Co.,  38  S.  C.  103, 16  8.  E.  429, 
18  L.R.A.  440;  Brown  v.  Carolina 
Midland  Ry.,  67  S.  C.  481,  46  S.  E. 
283,  100  A.  S.  R.  756  and  note;  Jen- 
sen v.  South  Dakota  Cent,  R,  Co.,  25 
S.  D.  606,  127  N.  W.  650,  Ann.  Cas. 
19120  700  and  note,  35  L.R.A.(N.S.} 
1015  and  note. 

Note:  16  Ann.  Gas.  042. 

IS.  HeCandless.  v.  Richmond,  etc.. 


R.  Co.,  38  S.  C.  103,  16  S.  E.  429,  18 
L.R.A.  440. 
Note:  16  Ann.  Cas.  942. 

14.  Union  Pac.  R.  Co.  v.  De  Busk, 

12  Colo.  294,  20  Pac  762, 13  A.  S.  B. 
221,  3  L.R.A.  350. 

Notes:  25  LJ(.A.  161;  16  Ann.  Cas. 
944. 

15.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Math- 
ews, 165^  S,  1,  17  S.  Ct.  243,  41  U. 
S.  (L.  ed.)  611;  Union  Pac.  R.  Co.  v. 
De  Busk,  12  Colo.  294,  20  Pac.  752, 

13  A.  S.  R.  221,  3  L.R.A.  350;  Grissell 
V.  Housatonic  R.  Co.,  54  Conn.  447,  9 
Atl.  137, 1  A.  S.  R.  138,  writ  of  error 
dismissed  140  U.  S.  684,  11  S.  Ct. 
1022,  35  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  595;  Mathewa 
V.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  121  Mo.  298, 
24  S.  W.  591,  25  L.R.A.  161  and  note; 
McCandless  v.  Richmond,  etc.,  R.  Co., 
38  S.  C.  103,  16  S.  E.  429,  18  L.R.A. 
440. 

Note :  16  Ann.  Cas.  943. 

16.  See  supra,  par.  1. 

17.  St. Louis, etCflt. Co. V.Mathews, 
165  U.  S.  1, 17  S.  Ct.  243, 41  U.  S.  (L, 
ed.)  0J-L,  attirming  121  Uo.  29C^  24 
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statutes  can  also  be  sustained  on  the  broad  ground  that  they  are 

merely  remedial  in  character,  and  authorized  under  the  general  pow- 
ers of  the  legislature  to  provide  appropriate  remedies  for  the  redress 
of  such  wrongs  as  are  contemplated. It  is  not  essential  to  the 
vfiiidity  of  such  a  statute  that  it  should  contain  a  provision  giving 
to  railroad  companies  an  insurable  interest  in  buildings  along  their 
routes,*'  though  provisions  of  this  nature  are  not  uncommon,**  nor 
is  such  a  statute  rendered  invalid  by  the  fact  that  it  applies  also  to 
persons  operating  railroads  and  to  fires  communicated  in  other  ways 
in  the  operation  of  railroads.  Even  if  these  provisions  are  void,  the 
validity  of  the  statute  as  applied  to  fires  communicated  from  loco- 
motives operated  by  railroad  companies  is  not  affected  thereby.*  The 
government  of  Canada  is  made  liable  by  statute  for  damage  to  prop- 
erty caused  by  a  fire  started  by  a  locomotive  working  on  a  govern- 
ment railway,  whether  its  officers  or  servants  are  or  .are  not  negligent; 
but,  by  a  proviso,  the  amount  of  damages  is  limited  if  modem  and 
efficient  appliances  have  been  used  and  the  officers  or  servants  "have 
not  otherwise  been  guilty  of  any  negligence."  *  Another  class  of  stat- 
utes, while  not  imposing  liability  irrespective  of  negligence  on  the 
part  of  the  railroad  company,  mates  the  causing  of  a  fire  by  the 
operation  of  a  railroad  prima  facie  evidence  of  negligence  on  the 
part  of  the  company  and  imposes  upon  such  company  the  burden 
of  showing  that  the  injury  complained  .of  was  committed  without 
any  negligence  on  its  part.*  The  wording  of  some  of  these  statutes 
is  to  the  effect  that  a  railroad  company  shall  not  be  held  liable  if 
it  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  tJie  court  or  jury  that  fire  originated 
from  fire  by  engines  whose  machinery,  smokestack,  or  fire-boxes  were 
in  good  order  and  properly  managed,  or  fires  originating  in  build- 
ing, operating,  or  repairing  such  railroad,  and  that  all  reasonable 
precautions  had  been  taken  to  prevent  their  origin,  and  that  proper 
efforts  had  been  made  to  extinguish  the  same  in  case  of  their  extend- 

S.  W.  591,  25  LJt.A.  161;  Union  Pae.     20.  See  infra,  par.  30. 
R.  Co.  V.  De  Busk,  12  Colo.  294,  20     1.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Shore, 
Pae.  762,  13  A.  S.  R.  221,  3  L.RA.  89  Ark.  418,  117  S.  W.  515,  16  Ann. 
350;  Campbell  v.  Missouri  Pac  R.  Co.,  Cas.  939. 

121  Mo.  340,  25  S.  W.  936,  42  A.  S.  2.  Leger  v.  Rex,  43  Can.  Sup.  a. 
R.  530,  25  L.R.A.  175;  Powell  t.  Rail-  164,  17  Ann.  Gas.  189  (decided  under 
road,  57  N.  H.  132,  24  Am.  Rep.  69.     7  &  8  Edw.  VII.,  c.  31,  $  2). 

18.  Hart  v.  Weton  B.  Corp.,  13  3.  Florida  East  Coast  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Mete.  (Mass.)  99,  46  Am.  Deo.  719  Welch,  63  Fla.  145,  44  So.  250,  12 
and  note;  Campbell  v.  Missouri  Pac.  Ann.  Cas.  210  (under  Gen.  Stat.  1906, 
R.  Co.,  121  Mo.  340,  25  8.  W.  936,  f  3148);  Benedict  Pineapple  Co.  v. 
42  A.  S.  R.  530,  26  L.RA.  175.  Atlantic  Coast  Line  R.  Co.  56  Fla. 

Note:  35  L.RA.(N.S.)  1017.  514,  46  So.  732,  20  L.R.A.(N.S.)  92 

19.  St.  XjOuis,  etc.,  R.  Co.  V.  Shore,  and  note;  Atchison,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v. 
88  Ark.  418,  117  S.  W.  616, 16  Ann.  Gteiser,  68  Kan.  281,  75  Pae.  68,  1 
Cas.  939.  Ann.  Cas.  812  and  note,  Baltimore, 

Note:  35  L.RA.(N.S.)  1017.  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Woodruff,  4  Md.  242,  59 
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ing  beyond  the  limits  of  such  road,  when  the  existence  of  such  fire 
is  communicated  to  any  of  the  officers  of  the  company.* 

34.  Interpretation  and  Construction  of  Statutes  Imposing  Lia- 
bility.— With  regard  to  the  construction  of  statutes  imposing  upon 
a  railroad  company  liability  for  property  injured  by  fires  originat- 
ing on  its  right  of  way,  irrespective  of  its  negligence,  the  authoritieB 
are  not  in  harmony,  some  holding  that  they  are  to  be  strictly  con- 
strued,* while  others  take  the  view  that  being  remedial  and  not  penal 
in  their  nature,  they  should  receive  from  all  courts  such  reasonable 
and  liberal  interpretation  as  will  justly  promote  their  object*  The 
words  "right  of  way"  osed  in  a  statute  making  railroads  liable  tax 
fires  communicated  from  their  right  of  way,  have  no  reference  to 
the  title  of  the  railroad  company  to  the  land,  but  simply  designate 
the  locality  where  the  fire  must  originate  to  make  the  company  liable.' 

35.  Exceptions  to,  and  Limitations  of,  Statutory  Liability. — While 
the  general  purport  of  the  class  of  stotutes  just  referred  to  is  to 
relieve  one  complaining  of  injury  from  fire  originating  on  a  rail- 
road company's  right  of  way,  of  the  necessity  of  proving  negligence,* 
yet  many  of  them  contain  exceptions  to  and  limitations  of  the  general 
doctjine  of  absolute  liability  thereby  imposed.  Thus  it  ia  frequently 
expressly  made  a  condition  of  the  railroad  company's  liability  that 
the  fire  causing  the  injury  shall  have  originated  in  consequence  of 
the  act  of  some  authorized  agent  or  employee  of  the  company.* 
Another  exception  to  the  rule  of  absolute  liability  commonly  pro- 
vided in  these  statutes,  is  in  the  case  of  property  placed  on  the  right 

Am.  Dec.  72;  Green  Ridge  R.'Co.  v.  Uich.  324,  80  N.  W.  295,  SO  A.  8.  R. 

Brinkman,  64  Md.  62,  20  Atl.  1024,  500,  46  L.RA.  224. 

54  Am.  Rep.  755;  Hewitt  v.  Fere  Mar-     6.  Soiithein  R.  Co.  v.  Pover  Fuel 

quette  R.  Co.,  171  Mich.  211,  137  K.  Co.,  152  Fed.  917,  82  C.  C.  A.  65,  12 

\V.  66,  41  L.R.A.(N.S.)  635;  Dean  v.  L.RA.(N.S.)  472. 

Chicngo,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  39  Minn.  413,  40     6.  Union  Pac  R.  Co.  v.  De  Busk, 

N.  W.  270, 12  A.  S.  R.  659;  Continen-  H Colo.  294,  20  Pac.  752,  13  A.  S.  R. 

tal  Ins.  Co.  V.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  221  and  note,  3  LJt.A.  350;  Perley 

97  Minn.  467, 107  N.  W.  548,  5  L.R.A.  ^.  Ewtem  R.  Co.,  98  Mass.  414,  96 

(N.S.)  99  (under  a  later  Minnesota  «S  « 

statute,  however,  the  liability  of  the     See  generaUy,  Statutks. 

company  becomes  absolute  on  proof  fir^g  c"Sl'*46  S°E *2^'*^SSS  A 
that  it  set  the  fire;  see  supra,  this  par-  £  f^^'  ^'        l^O  A.  S. 

agraph  note  10) ;  Uird  v  Connecticut,         ^^^^^  ^  p^^^ 
etc.,  R.  Co.,  62  N.  H  254  13  A.  S  R.  Co.,  152  Fed.  917,  82  C.  C.  A.  65,  12 
564  («tmg  Cten.  Stats.  Vt.  c.  28,  «  l.RA.(N.S.)  472  and  see  infra,  par. 
78) ;  Van  Dyke  v.  Grand  Trank  R.  40  43 

Co.,  84  Vt.  212,  78  Atl  958,  Ann.  Cas.  b.  Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Power  Fuel 
1913A  640.  Co.,  152  Fed.  917,  82  C.  C.  A.  65,  12 

Notes:  62  A,  S.  R.  171;  16  L.R.A.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  472  and  note;  St.  Louis. 
1 1 :  32  L.R.A.(N.S.)  227;  16  Ann.  Cas.  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Shore,  89  Ark.  418,  l5f 
883.  8.  W.  515, 16  Ann.  Cas.  939.  And  see 

4.  Peter  v.  Chicago,  etc,  R.  Co.,  121  snpm,  par.  33. 
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of  way  of  the  railroad  company  unlawfully  or  without  its  consent.*" 
So,  although  contributory  negligence  is  not  usually  a  defense  to  an 
action  brought  under  these  statutes,  yet  an  exception  has  frequently 
been  made,  either  expressly  or  by  implication,  where  the  conduct  of 
the  landowner  is  so  grossly  negligent  as  to  amount  to  an  actual  fraud 
by  an  intentional  exposure  of  his  property  to  danger  from  fire.** 

36.  Application  of  Doctrine  of  Proximate  Cause. — ^According  to 
some  decisions,  where  a  statute  provides  that  a  railroad  corporation 
shall  be  responsible  in  damages  to  any  person  or  corporation  whose 
buildings  or  other  property  may  be  injured  by  fire  communicated 
by  its  engines,  or  originating  within  the  limits  of  the  ri^t  of  way 
of  such  railroad  in  consequence  of  the  act  of  any  of  its  authorized 
agents  or  employees,  the  liability  of  the  railroad  company  attaches 
irrespective  of  the  question  of  remote  or  proximate  cause.**  Other 
authorities,  however,  take  the  view  that  such  a  statute  does  not  in 
the  least  affect  the  common  law  principle,  and  that  if  the  injury 
could  not  have  been  foreseen  or  expected  by  the  defendant  as  the 
result  of  its  negligence  or  misconduct,  there  will  be  no  liability  under 
the  statute  any  more  than  at  common  law.** 

37.  Contributory  Negligence  as  Affecting  Liability. — ^Where  abso- 
lute liability  is  imposed  by  statute  upon  railroads  for  fires  communi- 
cated by  their  engines,  or  originating  on  their  right  of  way,  regardless 
of  the  question  of  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  railroad  or  its 
employees,  contributory  negligence  short  of  an  act  so  grossly  negli- 
gent as  to  amount  to  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  owner  of  property 
injured  by  such  fire  is  usually  held  to  be  no  defense  to  an  action 
to  recover  damages  for  such  injury;  **  and  the  same  has  been  held 
to  be  true  under  statutes  making  raiboad  companies  liable  for  any 

10.  Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Power  Fuel  teriality  to  a  proper  disenssion  of  the 

Co.,  152  Fed.  917,  82  C.  C.  A.  65,  12  case). 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  472;  Brown  v.  Carolina  14-  Kansas  City  Southern  R.  Co.  v. 

Midliind  Rv.,  67  S.  C.  481,  46  S.  E.  Harris,  105  Ark.  374,  151  S.  W.  992, 

2S;^,  100  A.'  S.  R.  756;  German -Ameri-  Ann.  Caa.  1914D  932  and  note;  Boston 

can  Ins.  Co.  v.  Southern  Ry.,  77  S.  C.  g?«,«J«^°J,<^?-  \ 

467,  58  S.  E.  337,  12  Ann. 'Cas.  495.  ??  Me.  52  44  At!  138,  47  L  R.A  82  ; 

"  11  See  infra  oar  37    '  Peter  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  121  Mich. 

11.  boe  iniia,  par.  d/.  324  80  N.  W.  295,  80  A.  S.  R.  500, 

1^     F 'airs/A  S  R  85?  '  46  Lr.A.  224  (stating  this  to  be  the 

■J\     iijoA^'rn  rule  where  absolute  liability  is  itn- 

Note:  21  L.K.A.  202.      ^  ^  posed);  Mathews  v.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R. 

13.  Fent  v.  Toledo,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  59  ^o.,  121  Mo.  298,  24  S.  W.  591,  25 

III.  349, 14  Am.  Rep.  13  (m  which  the  l.r  a.  161;  Roweil  v.  Railroad,  57 

court  so  held  in  reference  to  cases  n.  H.  132,  24  Am.  Rep.  59;  Laird  v. 

decided  under  the  Massachusetts  stat-  Connecticut,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  62  N.  H.  254, 

ute).    And  see  Perlcy  v.  Eastern  R.  13  A.  S.  R.  564. 

Co.,  98  Mass.  414,  96  Am.  Dee.  645  Notes:  25  L.R.A.  162;  12  L.R.A. 
(in  which  case  the  court  discussed  the  (N.S.)  624  ;  49  L.R.A.(N.S.)  169; 
doctrine  of  proximate  and  remote  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  934;  Ann.  Cas.  1916A 
«au3e  in  a  manner  to  indicate  its  ma-  600. 
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injury  to  property  by  fire  unless  they  affinnatively  show  that  they 
have  Ui»ed  all  due  caution  and  diligence,  and  employed  suitable  expedi- 
ents to  prevent  such  injury.**  In  some  of  these  statutes,  however, 
exception  is  made  to  the  general  rule  of  absolute  liability  where 
contributory  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  is  shown,"  and 
in  others  it  is  provided  that  if  the  property  owner  and  the  agents 
of  the  railroad  company  are  both  at  Mli,  the  owner  may  recover, 
but  that  the  damages  shall  be  diminished  in  proportion  to  the  degree 
of  fault  attributable  to  the  injured  person.  This  provision  has-  been 
applied  to  damages  to  property  by  fire  If  the  owner  of  property, 
or  those  duly  authorized  to  represent  him,  should  stand  by  and  see 
a  fire  consume  his  property  which  it  was  within  their  power  with 
reasonable  efforts  to  prevent,  it  has  been  held  tiiat  this  would  be 
an  act  of  gross  negligence,  and  would  be  tantamount  to  fraud  that 
would  prevent  recovery  under  the  statute.^* 

38.  Nature  and  Location  of  Property  Injured  as  Affecting  Lia- 
bility.— Statutes  imposing  absolute  liability  upon  railroads  for  inju- 
ries to  property  by  fires  communicated  by  their  engines  are  not  lim- 
ited in  their  application  to  any  specific  property,  and  include  both 
real  and  personal  property.**  The  intention  of  statutes  of  this  char- 
acter was  to  give  the  owners  of  property  along  the  route  of  the 
railroad  indemnity  for  the  loss  of  all  property  that  might  reasonably 
be  said  to  be  exposed  to  danger  from  tlie  source  referred  to,***  and 
the  expression  "building  or  other  property"  as  used  in  such  a  statute 
has  been  construed  to  include  not  only  such  articles  as  hay,  grain, 
farming  tools,  and  livestock  in  a  barn,  the  goods  in  a  store,  and  the 
personal  property  in  a  house  or  factory,  but  also  fences,  growing 
trees,  and  herbage.*  The  property  for  injury  to  which  a  railroad 
company  is  liable  and  in  which  it  has  an  insurable  interest  under 
such  statutes  is  usually  held  to  include  property  near  and  adjacent 
to  the  route  of  the  railroad  so  as  to  be  exposed  to  the  danger  of 
fire  from  engines,  without  any  specific  limitation  as  to  distance,*  and 

15.  Peter  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,     Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  936. 

121  Mich.  324,  80  N.  W.  295,  80  A.  S.  18.  Kansas  City  Southern  R.  Co.  v. 

R.  600,  46  L.R.A.  224;  Laird  v.  Con-  Harris,  105  Ark.  374,  151  S.  W.  992y 

necticut,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  62  N.  H.  254, 13  Ann.  Cas.  IQUD  932  and  note. 

A.  S.  R.  564  (constming  Vermont  19.  Mathews  v.  St.  Louis,  etc,  R. 

statute) ;  and  see  supra,  par.  33.  Co.,  121  Mo.  298,  24  S.  W.  591,  25 

16.  Simmonda  v.  New  York,  etc.,  R.  L.R.A.  161. 

Co.,  52  Conn.  264,  52  Am.  Rep.  587;  20.  Qrissell  v.  Housatonic  R.  Co.,  54 

Grissell  v.  Housatonic  R.  Co.,  54  Conn.  Conn.  447,  9  Atl.  137,  1  A.  S.  R.  138 

447,  9  Atl.  137, 1  A.  S.  R.  138;  Regan  and  note;  Campbell  v.  Missouri  Pae. 

V.  New  York,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  60  Conn.  R.  Co.,  121  Mo.  340,  25  8.  W.  936,  42 

124.  22  Atl.  503,  25  A.  S.  R.  306.  A.  S.  R.  530,  25  L.R.A.  175. 

Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914D  935.  1.  GrisseU  v.  Housatonic  R.  Co.,  64' 

17.  Benedict  Pineapple  Co.  v.  At-  Conn.  447,  9  Atl.  137, 1  A.  S.  R.  138. 
lantic  Coast  Line  R.  Co.,  65  Fla.  614,  2.  Hart  v.  Western  R.  Corp.,  13 
46  So.  732,  20  L.R.A.(N.S.)  92.  Mete.  (Mass.)  99,  46  Am.  Deo.  719; 
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it  is  generally  held  that  it  was  DOt  intended  to  limit  the  operation 
of  such  a  statute  to  the  very  first  building  which  might  be  touched 
with  a  spark  or  other  fire  from  the  engine,  and  not  extend  ita  operation 
to  another  building,  contiguous  though  it  may  be  but  belonging  to 
another  owner,  which  must  necessarily  bum  with  the  first  building.' 
As  already  seen  some  of  the  statutes  imposing  absolute  liability  upon 
railroads  for  property  injured  by  fires  contain  an  express  exception  in 
the  case  of  property  placed  on  the  right  of  way  of  such  porporation' 
unlawfully  or  without  its  consent* 

39.  Statutory  ProTisiotts  as  to  Insurable  Interest — ^It  is  a  common 
provision  in  the  statutes  making  railroad  companies  liable  irrespec- 
tive of  negligence  on  their  part  to  the  owner  of  property  for  damage 
resulting  to  him  for  its  destruction  by  fire  communicated  by  loco- 
motive engines,  that  every  railroad  company  shall  have  an  insurable 
interest  in  the  property  along  its  route  for  which  it  may  be  so  held 
responsible  in  damages,  and  may  procure  insurance  thereon  in  its 
own  behalf.*  The  purpose  of  such  a  provision  was  to  give  the  cor 
poration  the  same  right  and  opportunity  of  protection  and  indemnity 
from  fires  as  the  owner  of  the  property  had,'  and  it  undoubtedly 
confers  an  insurable  interest  coextensive  with  the  property  for  which 
the  railroad  company  may  be  responsible,  and  gives  liberty  to  obtain 
such  insurance  in  its  own  niune  with  any  other  party  who  is  able  {md 
willing  to  contract  relative  to  the  subjectrmatter.'  As  a  general  rule 
such  provisions  are  not  construed  as  limiting  the  liability  of  the  com- 
pany for  injury  to  property  such  as  is  ordinarily  regarded  as  insur- 
able,^ and  in  some  states  a  statute  imposing  liability  for  injuries  Ut 

Perley  v.  Eastern  R.  Co.,  98  Mass.  414,  Caa.  457,  67  L.R.A.  416;  Hart  v.  West- 
96  Am.  Bee.  645  and  note.  em  R.  Corp.,  13  Mete.  (Mass.)  09,  46 

3.  Hart  v.  Western  R.  Corp.,  13  Am.  Dec.  719;  Perley  v.  Eastern  R. 
Mete.  (Mass.)  99^  46  Am.  Dee.  719.     Co.,  98  Mass.  414,  96  Am.  Dec.  645; 

4.  See  supra,  par.  35.  Campbell  v.  Missouri  Pae.  R.  Co.,  121 
6.  Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Power  Fuel  Mo.  340,  25  S.  W.  936,  42  A.  S.  R.  530, 

Co.,  152  Fed.  917,  82  C.  C.  A.  65,  12  25  L.R.A.  175;  Mathews  v.  St.  Louis, 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  472  (construing  1  S.  Car.  etc.,  R.  Co.,  121  Mo.  298,  24  S.  W.  591, 
Civ.  Code  1902,  $  2135);  St.  Louis,  26  L.R.A.  161  and  note;  Rowell  v. 
etc.,  R.  Co.  V.  Shore,  89  Ark.  418,  117  Railroad,  57  N.  H.  132,  24  Am.  Rep. 
S.  "VV.  515,  16  Ann.  Gas.  939  (holding  59;  Brown  v.  CaroUna  Midland  Ry., 
that  such  provision  is  not  essential  to  67  S.  C.  481,  46  S.  E.  283,  100  A.  S. 
the  validity  of  the  statute);  Simmonds  R.  756;  German-American  Ins.  Co.  v. 
V.  New  York,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  52  Conn.  Southern  Ry.,  77  S.  C.  467,  58  S.  E. 
264,  52  Am.  Rep.  587;  Grissell  v.  337, 12  Ann.  Cas.  495. 
Housatonic  R.  Co.,  54  Conn.  447,  9  Notes:  6  Am.  Rep.  598  ;  36  L.RA. 
Atl.  137,  1  A.  S.  R.  138  and  note;  (N.S.)  1016. 

Regan  v.  New  York,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  60  6.  Campbell  v.  Missouri  Pac.  R.  Co., 
Conn.  134,  22  Atl.  503,  25  A.  S.  R.  121  Mo.  340,  25  S.  W.  936,  42  A.  S. 
306;  Boston  Excelsior  Co.  v.  Bangor,  R.  530,  25  L.R.A.  175. 
etc.,  R.  Co.,  93  Me.  52,  44  Atl.  138,  7.  Grissell  v.  Housatonic  R.  Co.,  54 
47  L.R.A.  82;  Dyer  v.  Maine  C-nt.  R.  Conn.  447,  9  Atl.  137,  1  A.  S.  R.  138. 
Co.,  99  Me.  195,  58  Atl.  994,  2  Ann.      8.  Grissell  v.  Housatonic  R.  Co.,  54 
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buildings  or  other  property  has  been  construed  to  include  all  kinds  of 
combustible  property,  real  £Uid  personal,  even  where  the  corporation 
had  no  knowledge  or  reasonable  cause  to  believe  that  there  was  prop- 
erty situated  where  it  was  exposed  to  injury.'  In  a  few  jurisdictions, 
however,  the  clai^e  in  the  statute  relative  to  insurance  has  been  so 
construed  fls  to  restrict  its  operation  to  such  property,  real  or  personal, 
as  has  some  permanent  location  along  the  route  of  the  railroad,  be- 
cause, as  they  say,  it  would  not  otherwise  be  practicable  to  obtain 
insurance.'* 


40.  In  General. — In  actions  against  railroad  companies  for  inju- 
ries by  communicated  fires,  as  in  actions  against  individuals  for 
losses  thus  occasioned,  the  generally  accepted  rule  governing  civil 
actions  applies,  and  the  burden  of  proof  of  establishing  the  truth 
of  a  claim  by  the  preponderance  of  evidence  rests  on  the  party  assert- 
ing the  affirmative,**  and,  since  in  the  absence  of  statute  to  the 
contrary,  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  railroad  compcmy  is  the 
gist  of  the  action,'*  the  plaintiff  in  order  to  recover  must  not  only 
charge  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  resulting  in  injury 
to  his  property,"  but  he  must  sustain  the  burden  of  proving  such 
facts  by  a  preponderance  of  the  evidence,'*  though,  as  will  be  seen, 
he  may  be  aided  in  establishing  a  prima  facie  case  by  certain  pre- 
sumptions.'* Under  statutes  imposing  an  absolute  liability  on  a 
i-ailroad  company  for  injuries  to  property  by  fires  communicated  to 
such  property  in  the  operation  of  its  road,  it  is  of  course  not  neces- 
.sary  for  the  plaintiff  to  establish,  as  a  part  of  his  case,  negligence 
on  the  part  of  the  defendant.'*  In  actions  of  the  kind  now  under 
oonsideration  it  is  essential  to  a  recovery  both  to  allege"  and  to 
show  that  the  defendant  caused  the  fire;'*  and  where  the  fire  is 

Conn.  447,  9  Atl.  137, 1  A.  S.  R.  138;  13.  See  aupra,  par.  12. 
Campbell  v.  Missouri  Pae.  R.  Co.,  121  14.  Atchison,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Stan- 
Mo.  340,  25  S.  W.  936,  42  A.  8.  R.  ford,  12  Kan.  354,  15  Am.  Rep.  362; 
530  and  note,  25  L.R.A.  175.  Dyer  v.  Maine  Cent.  R.  Co.,  99  Me. 

9.  Grisseli  v.  Housatonic  R.  Co.,  54  195,  58  Atl.  994,  2  Ann.  Cas.  457,  67 
Conn.  447,  9  Atl.  137,  1  A.  S.  R.  138  L.R.A.416;  Henderson  v.  Philadelphia, 
(stating  this  to  be  the  case  in  Massa-  etc.,  R.  Co.,  144  Pa.  St.  461,  22  Atl 
ehusetts).  851,  27  A.  S.  R.  652,  16  L.R.A.  299; 

10.  Grisseli  v.  Honsatonic  R.  Co.,  54  Missouri  Pac.  R.  Co.  v.  Cullers,  81 
Conn.  447,  9  Atl.  137,  1  A.  S.  R.  138  Tei.  382,  17  S.  W.  19,  13  L.R.A.  542. 
{stating  this  to  be  the  Maine  rule);  And  see  Gagg  v.  Vetter,  41  Ind.  228, 
Campbell  v.  Missouri  Pac.  R.  Co.,  121  13  Am.  Rep.  322. 

Mo.  340,  25  S.  W.  936,  42  A.  S.  R.  Note:  1  L.R.A.  626. 

530,  25  L.R.A.  175  (stating  this  to  be  15.  See  infra,  par.  41  et  acq. 

the  view  taken  by  the  Maine  court).  16.  See  supra,  par.  33. 

11.  See  supra,  par.  13.  17.  See  infra,  par.  57. 


Presumptions  and  Burden  of  Proof 


12.  See  supra,  par,  18. 


18.  Sheldon  v.  Hudson  River  R.  Co., 
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alleged  to  have  been  caused  by  the  negligent  escape  of  sparks  from 
a  locomotive  running  on  the  defendant's  road,  the  burden  is  on  the 
plaintiff,  in  the  first  instance,  to  show  that  the  fire  was  <»itsed  by 
sparks  emitted  from  the  defendant's  locomotive.^*  Ab  a  general  rule 
statutes  imposing  absolute  liability  on  railroad  companies  for  fires 
communicated  by  them  neither  diminish  nor  increase  the  plaintiff's 
burden  in  the  matter  of  proof  so  far  as  the  origin  of  the  fire  is 
concerned,*®  and  tnere  proof  that  fire  which  destroyed  neighboring 
property  originated  on  the  right  of  way  of  a  railroad  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  hold  the  railroad  company  liable  for  the  loss,  where  the 
statute  makes  it  liable  for  damages  caused  by  fire  originating  from 
engines,  from  that  set  out  by  employees  under  direction  of  the  com- 
pany, or  otherwise  originating  in  the  construction  or  operation  of 
the  road.'  In  some  states,  however,  the  statute  imposing  liability 
in  such  cases  further  provides  that  the  existence  of  fire  upon  the 
railroad  company's  lands  shall  be  prima  fade  evidence  that  such 
fire  was  caused  by  operating  the  railroad.' 

41.  Commttnicatlon  of  Fire  as  Raising  Prestimption  of  Negligence.-  - 
The  question  whether  the  mere  fact  of  fire  having  escaped  from 
a  railroad  engine,  by  reason  of  which  property  has  been  destroyed, 
is  prima  fade  evidence  of  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  company 
in  the  construction  and  management  of  such  engine,  is  one  upon 
which  there  is  a  conflict  of  authority.'  According  to  the  rule  estab- 
lished by  a  number  of  courts,  in  the  absence  of  statute  no  presumption 
of  negligence  arises  merely  from  the  fact  of  fire  being  communicated 
by  an  engine  of  a  railroad  company,  but  the  plaintiff  must  aver  and 
prove  the  negligence  of  the  company.*    The  most  cogent  reasons 

14  N.  Y.  218,  67  Am.  Dec.  155;  Burke  2.  Mansfield  Mut.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Cleve- 
V.  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  7  Heisk.  land,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  74  Ohio  St.  30,  77 
(Tenn.)  451,  19  Am.  Rep.  618.  N.  B.  269,  6  Ann.  Cas.  782. 

19.  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Mar-  3.  Garrett  v.  Southern  R.  Co.,  101 
bury  Lumber  Co.,  132  Ala.  520,  32  So.  Fed.  102,  41  C.  C.  A.  237,  49  L.R.A. 
745,  90  A.  S.  R.  917;  Inman  v.  Elber-  645;  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Reese, 
ton  Air-Line  R.  Co.,  90  Ga.  603,  16  85  Ala.  497,  6  So.  283,  7  A.  S.  R.  66 
S.  E.  958,  35  A.  S.  R.  232;  HendeiBon  and  note;  Union  Pac.  R.  Co.  v.  De 
V.  Philadelphia,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  144  Pa.  Busk,  12  Colo.  294,  20  Pac.  752,  13 
St  461,  22  Atl.  851,  27  A.  S.  R.  652  A.  S.  R.  221,  3  L.R.A.  350;  Spaulding 
andnote,  16  L.R.A.  299;  Whitney  Mfg.  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  30  Wis.  110, 
Co.  V.  Richmond,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  38  S.  C.  11  Am.  Rep.  550. 

365,  17  S.  E.  147,  37  A.  S.  R.  767;  Note:  38  Am.  Dec.  72. 

Missouri  Pac.  R.  Co.  v.  Cullera,  81  4.  Garrett  v.  Southern  R.  Co.,  101 

Tex.  382,  17  S.  W.  19,  13  LJI.A.  642.  Fed.  102,  41  C.  C.  A.  237,  49  L.R.A. 

Note:  42  A.  S.  R.  538.  645;  Cincinnati,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  South 

20.  Babcock  v.  Canadian  Northern  Fork  Coal  Co.,  139  Fed.  528,  71  C.  C. 
R.  Co.,  117  Minn.  434, 136  N.  W.  275,  A.  316,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  533;  Union 
Ann.  Cas.  1913D  924.  Pac.  R.  Co.  v.  De  Busk,  12  Colo.  294, 

1.  Hewitt  V.  Pere  Marquette  R.  Co.,  20  Pac.  752,  13  A.  S.  R.  221,  3  L.R.A. 
171  Mich.  211, 137  N.  W.  66,  41  hJtJi,  350  (stating  this  to  be  the  rule  adopted 
(N.S.)  635.  in  some  states) ;  Jacksonville,  etc.,  R. 
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given  for  the  support  of  tbia  rule  ax«,  that  a  railroad  company  which 
is  authorized  by  law  to  operate  its  trains  by  steam  is  not  an  insurer 
against  accidents  by  fire,  and  is  not  liable  for  injuries  caused  by 
the  use  of  fire  in  generating  steam,  if  the  right  is  exercised  in  a 
lawful  manner  and  with  reasonable  care  and  skill;  and  the  owner 
of  adjacent  property  assumes  all  risks  incident  to  a  lawful  and  proper 
use  of  the  road;  that  negligence  is  the  gist  of  the  liability,  without 
proof  of  which  an  action  cannot  be  maintained ;  and  by  the  general 
rule  in  actions  founded  on  negligence,  the  plaintiff  must  aver  it,  and 
the  burden  of  proof  rests  upon  him,  and  In  no  case  does  the  mere 
fact  of  injury  prove  negligence.*  On  the  other  hand  the  English 
courts  and  a  large  number  of  the  courts  of  this  country  bold  that 
negligence  on  the  part  of  a  railroad  company  is  to  be  presumed 
from  the  escape  of  the  fire,*  and  that  proof  of  the  consummation  of 
fire  raises  the  presumption  of  negligence  either  in  the  construction  or 
the  management  and  operation  of  the  engine  which  communicated 
the  fire,  and  casts  the  burden  upon  the  defendant  of  rebutting  this 


Co.  T.  Peninsular  Land,  etc.,  Co.,  27  of  statute,  to  be  prima  facie  evidence 
Fla.  1,  157,  0  So.  661,  689,  17  LJI.A.  of  negligence) ;  Loniaville,  etc.,  R.  Co. 
33  (changed  by  Gen.  Stats.  1906,  $  v.  Reese,  85  Ala.  497„  5  So.  283,  7 
3148) ;  Bass  v.  Chicago,  etc,  B.  Co.,  A.  S.  B.  60;  Louisville,  etc,  R.  Co.  v. 
28  HI.  9,  81  Am.  Dec.  254;  Oandy  v.  Marbury  Lumber  Co.,  125  Ala.  237,  28 
Chicago,  ■  etc,  R.  Co.,  30  la.  420,  6  So.  438,  50  L.BJ^.  620  and  note,  132 
Am.  Kep.  682;  Meyer  v.  Vicksburg,  Ala.  520,  32  So.  745,  90  A.  S.  R.  917; 
etc.,  B.  Co.,  41  La.  Ann.  639,  6  So.  Southern  B.  Co.  v.  Darwin,  156  Ala. 
218,  17  A.  S.  B.  408;  Montgomery  311,  47  So.  314,  130  A.  S.  R.  94; 
V.  Muskegon  Booming  Co.,  88  Mich.  St.  Louis,  etc,  B.  Co.  v.  Coomhs,  76 
633,  50  N.  W.  729,  26  A.  8.  R.  308  Ark.  132,  88  S.  W.  695,  6  Ann.  Cas. 
and  note;  Fero  v.  Buffalo,  etc,  B.  Co.,  161  and  note;  Union  Pac  R.  Co.  v. 
22  N.  Y.  209,  78  Am.  Dec  178  and  Be  Busk,  12  Colo.  294^  20  Pae.  752, 
note;  Bernard  v.  Richmond,  etc.,  R.  13  A.  S.  B.  221  and  note,  3  L.B.A. 
Co.,  85  Va.  792,  8  S.  E.  7S5,  17  A.  350  (stating  this  to  be  the  rule  in 
S.  R.  103.  some  states) ;  Osbam  v.  Or^n  R., 

Notes:  38  Am.  Dec  72;  96  Am.  Dec  etc,  Co.,  15  Idaho  478,  98  Pac  627, 
508,  509;  42  A.  8.  B.  638;  15  L.B.A.  16  Ann.  Cas.  879  and  note,  19  L.R.A. 
41;  1  Ann.  Cas.  817.  (N.S.)  742;  Bass     Chicago,  etc,  R. 

6.  Louisville,  etc,  R.  Co.  v.  Reese,  Co.,  28  111.  9,  81  Am.  Dec  254  and 
85  Ala.  497,  5  So.  283,  7  A.  S.  R.  66;  note;  Atchison,  etc,  R.  Co.  v.  Stan- 
Dyer  V.  Maine  Cent.  R.  Co.,  99  Me.  ford,  12  Kan.  364,  15  Am.  Rep.  362; 
195,  58  Atl.  994,  2  Ann.  Cas.  457,  67  Dyer  v.  Maine  Cent.  R.  Co.,  99  Me. 
L.R.A.  416.  And  see  Garrett  v.  South-  195,  58  Atl.  994,  2  Ann.  Caa.  457,  67 
em  B.  Co.,  101  Fed.  102,  41  C.  C.  A.  L.R.A.  416;  Clemens  v.  Hannibal,  etc., 
237,  49  L.R.A.  645.  R.  Co.,  53  Mo.  366,  14  Am.  Rep.  460; 

6.  McCulIen  v.  Chicago,  etc,  R.  Co.,  Poeppcra  v.  Missouri,  etc,  R.  Co.,  67 
101  Fed.  66,  41  C.  C.  A.  365,  49  Mo.  715,  29  Am.  Rep.  518;  Catron  v. 
L.R.A.  642;  Cincinnati,  etc,  B.  Co.  v.  Nichols,  81  Mo.  80,  51  Am.  Rep.  222; 
South  Fork  Coal  Co.,  139  Fed.  528,  Laird  v.  Connecticut,  etc.,  B.  Co.,  62 
71  C.  C.  A.  316,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  533  N.  H.  254,  13  A.  S.  R.  564  and  note; 
(stating  that  there  are  many  .iaTis<nc-  Bedell  t.  Long  Island  R.  Co.,  44  N. 
tiona  in  which  the  mere  fact  of  Are  T.  367,  4  Am.  Rep.  688;  Firemen's 
started  by  sparks  is  held,  irrespective  Ins.  Co.  t.  Seaboard  Air  Line  B.  Co., 
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presumption  of  negligence.'  The  reasoning  usually  adopted  in  sup- 
port of  the  rule  that  the  origin  of  the  fire  being  proved  against 
the  railroad  company,  it  devolves  upon  such  company  to  show  that 
it  has  used  all  necessary  precautions  to  avoid  doing  such  mischief, 
is  that  the  agents  and  employees  of  the  road  know,  or  are  at  least 
bound  to  know,  that  the  engine  is  properly  equipped  to  prevent  fire 
from  escaping,  and  that  they  know  whether  any  mechanical  con- 
trivances were  employed  for  that  purpose,  and  if  so,  what  was  their 
character;  while  on  the  other  hand,  persons  not  connected  with 
the  road  and  who  only  see  trains  passing  at  a  high  rate  of  speed, 
have  no  such  means  of  information,  and  the  same  is  inaccessible 
to  and  cannot  be  obtained  by  them  without  great  trouble  and  ex- 
pense, and  then  often  only  as  a  favor  from  the  company,  which, 
under  the  circumstances,  it  would  be  very  likely  to  withhold.'  In 
some  jurisdictions  it  is  now  expressly  provided  by  statute  that  proof 
of  damage  by  fire  from  a  railroad  locomotive  shall  be  prima  facie 
evidence  of  negligence,  thus  devolving  upon  the  railroad  company 
the  duty  to  show  that  its  agents  or  servants  exercised  care  and 

138  N.  C.  42,  60  S.  E.  452,  107  A.  S.  236;  l' Ann.  Cas.  815;  Ann.  Cas.  1013E 

R.  517;  Hardy  v.  Hines  Bros.  Lumber  971. 

Co.,  160  N.  C.  113,  75  S.  E.  855,  42  7.  Osbum  v.  Oregon  R.,  etc.,  Co., 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  759;  Lackawanna,  etc.,  15  Idaho  478,  98  Pae.  627,  16  Ann. 

R.  Co.  V.  Doak,  52  Pa.  St.  379,  91  Cas.  879,  19  L.R.A.(N.S.)  742;  Baas 

Am.  Dec.  166  and  note;  White  v.  Chi-  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  28  111.  9,  81 

cago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  1  S.  D.  326,  47  N.  Am.  Dec.  254  and  note;  Manchester 

W.  146,  9  L.R.A.  824;  Burke  v.  Louis-  Aasur.  Co.  w.  Oregon  B.  Co.,  46  Ore. 

vUIe,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  7  Heisk.  (Tenn.)  451,  162,  79  Pae.  60,  114  A.  S.  R.  863,  69 

19  Am.  Rep.  618;  Martin  v.  McCrary,  L.R.A.  475;  Lackawanna,  etc.,  R.  Co. 

115  Tenn.  316,  89  S.  W.  324, 1  L.R.A.  v.  Doak,  52  Pa.  St.  379,  91  Am.  Dec. 

(N.S.)  530;  Gulf;  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Ben-  166  and  note;  White  v.  Chicago,  etc., 

Bon,  69  Tex.  407,  5  S,  W.  822,  5  A.  R.  Co.,  1  8.  0.  326,  47  N.  W.  146,  9 

S.  R.  74;  Missouri  Pac.  R.  Co.  v.  Cul-  L.R.A.  824.  • 

lers,  81  Tex.  382,  17  S.  W.  19,  13  8.  McCullen  v.  Chicago,  etc,  R.  Co., 

L.R.A.  542;  Van  Dyke  V.  Grand  Trunk  101  Fed.  66,  41  C.  C.  A.  365,  49 

R.  Co.,  84  Vt.  212,  78  Atl.  958,  Ann.  L.R.A.  642;  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v. 

Cas.  1913A  640;  Norfolk,  etc.,  R.  Co.  Reese,  85  Ala.  497,  5  So.  283,  7  A. 

V.  Fritts,  103  Va.  687,  49  S.  E.  971,  S.  R.  66;  Louisville,  etc.,  B.  Co.  v. 

106  A.  S.  R.  911  and  note,  68  L.R.A.  Marbury  Lumber  Co.,  125  Ala.  237, 

864;  Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Patterson,  105  28  So.  438,  50  L.R.A.  620;  Union  Pac. 

Va.  6,  52  S.  E.  694,  8  Ann.  Cas.  440;  B.  Co.  v.  De  Busk,  12  Colo.  294,  20 

Northwestern    Mnt.    Fire   Ass'n    v.  Pac.  752,  13  A.  S.  R.  221,  3  L.R.A. 

Northern  Pac.  R.  Co.,  68  Wash.  292,  350;  Dyer  v.  Maine  Cent.  R.  Co.,  99 

123  Pae.  468,  Ann.  Cas.  1913E  968  Me.  195,  58  Atl.  994,  2  Ann.  Cas. 

and  note;  Spaulding  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  457,  67  L.R.A.  416;  Laird  v.  Connecti- 

R.  Co.,  30  Wis.  110,  11  Am.  Rep.  cut,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  62  N.  H.  254,  13 


Notes:  38  Am.  Dec.  72;  95  Am.  Dee.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  30  Wis.  110,  11 

609;  12  A.  S.  R.  661;  17  A.  S.  R.  411;  Am.  Rep.  650. 

22  A.  S.  R.  590:  35  A.  S.  R.  237;  42  Notes:  38  Am.  Dee.  72;  16  Ann. 

A.  S.  R.  538;  106  A.  S.  R.  916;  123  Cas.  882,  883;  Ann.  Cas.  1913E  971. 
A.  S.  B.  123;  16  LJt.A.  40;  59  L.R.A. 


950. 


A.  S.  B.  564  and  note;  Spaulding  v. 
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diligence*  Regardless  of  the  question  whether  or  not  mere  com- 
munication of  fire  from  a  railroad  engine  will  in  itself  raise  a  pre- 
sumption of  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  railroad  company,  it  has 
frequently  been  held  that  the  circumstances  of  the  particular  case 
may  be  sufficient  to  raise  such  presumption."®  Thus  it  has  been 
held  that  where  in  an  action  against  a  railroad  company  for  setting 
fire  to  the  plaintiff's  property  by  means  of  sparks  escaping  from  its 
engine,  the  proof  shows  that  the  result  waa  not  probable  from  any 
ordinary  working  of  the  en^ne,  this  will  establish  prima  facie  that 
negligence  existed  where  there  is  no  proof  that  the  result  happens 
from  any  unexpected  or  uncontrollable  accident.**  The  mere  emis- 
sion of  sparks  from  a  railroad  locomotive,  or  the  mei^  setting  out 
of  fires  thereby,  is  not,  per  se,  evidence  of  negligence  upon  the  part 
of  the  company;  but  when  the  emission  is  of  such  character  as  is 
inconsistent  with  the  common  experience  or  the  known  efficiency  of 
approved  spark  arresters  in  general  use,  and  properly  used,  it  is  evi- 
dence of  negligence.  The  emission  of  sparks  of  unusual  size,  or  both 
of  unusual  size  and  in  unusual  quantities,  is  evidence  sufficient  to 
raise  the  presumption  of  negligence,  and  throw  upon  the  company 
the  burden  of  removing  such  presumption.*^ 

42.  Effect  of  Presumption  as  Shifting  Burden  of  Proof.— With 
regard  to  the  effect  of  the  legal  presumption  of  negligence  from  proof 
of  the  origin  of  the  fire,  the  rule  is  sometime  stated  to  be  that 
when  it  has  been  shown  that  the  operation  of  the  engine  in  question 
set  the  fire  complained  of,  the  presumption  of  negligence  arises  against 
the  company,  and  Che. burden  is  shifted  to  it  to  show  the  exercise  of 
all  ordinary  and  reasonable  care  and  diligence.  But  a  more  accu- 
rate expression  of  the  rule  in  the  light  of  the  authorities  is  believed 
to  be  that  when  the  plaintiff  proves  that  sparks  from-  a  railroad  loco- 
motive set  fire  to  his  property,  it  makes  a  prima  facie  case,  and  it 
then  devolves  upon  the  railroad  to  rebut  such  prima  facie  case,  and 
unless  it  does  rebut  the  plaintiff's  case  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  recover 
without  further  proof.  The  burden  of  proof  does  not  shift  from 
the  plaintiff  to  the  defendant,  but  always  remains  with  him,  and 

9.  Garrett  v.  Southern  R.  Co.,  101  Peninsular  Land,  elc,  Co.,  27  Fla.  1, 
Fed.  102,  41  C.  C.  A.  237,  49  LJtA.  157,  9  So.  fi61,  689,  17  L.R.A,  33; 
645.    See  supra,  par.  33.  Jackson  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  31 

10.  Note:  1  Ann.  Cas.  817.  la.  176,  7  Am.  Rep.  120;  Dedell  v. 

11.  Hull  V.  Sacramento  Valley  R.  Long  Island  R.  Co.,  44  N.  Y.  367,  4 
Co.,  14  Cal.  387,  73  Am.  Dec.  656  Am.  Rep.  688;  Henderson  v.  Phila- 
and  note;  Gagg  v.  Vetter,  41  Ind.  delphia,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  144  Pa.  St.  461, 
228,  13  Am.  Rep.  322;  Atchison,  etc.,  22  Atl.  851,  27  A.  S.  R.  652  and  note, 
R.  Co.  V.  Stanford,  12  Kan.  354,  15  16  L.R.A.  299;  Burke  v.  LonisvUle, 
Am.  Rep.  362.  And  see  Garrett  v.  etc.,  R.  Co.,  7  Heisk.  (Tenn.)  451,  19 
Sout&em  R.  Co.,  101  Fed.  102,  41  Am.  Rep.  618. 

C.  C.  A.  237,  49  L.R.A.  645.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1913E  971.  And 

12.  Jaeksonville,   ete.,   R.   Co.   v,  see  supra,  par.  21. 
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when  plaintiff  has  made  out  his  case  it  devolves  upon  the  defendajit 
to  rebut  such  case.^* 

43.  Conclusiveiiess  of  Presumption. — ^Even  where  the  communica- 
tion of  fire  is  held  to  raise  the  presumption  of  negligence  against 
a  railroad  company,  the  escape  of  fire  is  only  prima  facie,  and  not 
conclusive,  evidence  of  the  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  company.^* 
Aa  to  the  rebuttal  of  the  presumption  ,of  negligence,  both  under 
the  decisions  recognizing  the  rule  that  the  presumption  is  raised  with- 
out the  aid  of  statutory  enactment  and  those  decided  under  statute, 
the  general  rule  is  that  where  the  defendant  shows  that  the  engine 
alleged  to  have  caused  the  fire  was,  at  the  time,  of  proper  construc- 
tion and  equipped  with  approved  devices  and  appliances  to  prevent 
the  escape  of  fire  and  sparks,  and  in  good  repair  and  prudently  man- 
aged and  controlled,  the  presumption  of  negligence  arising  from  the 
mere  communication  of  fire  is  rebutted.  The  effect  of  the  presumption 
IS  to  impose  the  duty  on  the  railroad  company  to  show  its  freedom 
from  negligence  in  the  construction  and  operation  of  the  engine 
alleged  to  have  set  the  fire.'*  With  regard  to  the  degree  of  proof 
wliich  will  satisfy  the  duty  resting  upon  the  defendant  to  rebut  the 
presumption  of  negligence,  it  is  usually  held  that  the  defendant  is 
not  required  to  establish  a  rebuttal  by  a  preponderance  of  evidence; 
but  it  will  be  sufficient  if  it  is  done  by  evidence  of  equal  weight 
with  that  which  grows  out  of  the  presumption  of  negligence  which 
the  law  implies  by  proof  of  the  origin  of  the  fire,  and  other  evidence 
offered  by  the  plaintiff.**  When  the  presumption  of  negligent  con- 
struction or  operation  is  repelled  and  rebutted  by  proof  of  proper 
construction  and  the  use  of  proper  appliances  and  careful  manage- 
ment and  operation,  the  plaintiff  cannot  recover  without  producing 
proof  of  actual  negligence  or  want  of  ordinary  care.*' 

13.  Note:  16  Ann.  Cas.  884.  And  R.  Co.,  67  Mo.  715,  29  Am.  Rep.  618; 
sfie  infra,  par.  43.  Gulf,  etc.,  R,  Co.  v.  Benson,  69  Tex. 

14.  Spaulding  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  E.  407,  5  S.  W.  822,  5  A.  S.  B.  74; 
Co.,  30  Wis.  110,  11  Am.  Rep.  650.  Missotiri  Pac.  R.  Co.  v.  Cullers,  81 

Note:  38  Am.  Dec.  72.  Tex.  382,  17  S.  W.  19,  13  L.R.A. 

16.  LouisviHe,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Mar-  542 ;  Spaulding  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co., 
bury  Lumber  Co.,  132  Ala.  520,  32  30  Wis.  110,  11  Am.  Kep.  550. 
So.  745,  90  A.  S.  R.  917;  Osbum  v.  Notes:  38  Am.  Dec.  72;  13  A.  S. 
Oregon  R.  etc.,  Co.,  15  Idaho  478,  98  R.  572  ;  22  A.  S.  R.  590;  11  L.R.A. 
Pac.  627,  16  Ann.  Cas.  879  and  note,  508;  1  Ann.  Gas.  817;  16  Ann.  Gas. 
19  L.R.A.(N.S.)  742;  Peter  v.  Chicago,  883. 

etc.,  R.  Co.,  121  Mich.  324,  80  N.  W.  16.  Note:  16  Ann.  Cas.  884. 
295,  80  A.  S.  R.  500,  46  L.R.A.  224;  17.  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Reese, 
Hewitt  V.  Pere  Marquette  R.  Co.,  171  85  Ala.  497,  5  So.  283,  7  A.  S.  R. 
Mich.  211,  137  N.  W.  66,  41  L.R.A.  66;  Osbum  v.  Oregon  R.  etc.,  Co., 
(N.S.)  635;  Continental  Ins.  Co.  v.  15  Idaho  478,  98  Pac.  627,  16  Ann. 
Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  97  Minn.  467,  Caa.  879  and  note,  19  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
107  N.  W.  548,  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  99  742.  -  -  . 

and  note;  Foeppers  v.  Missouri,  etc., 
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44.  Rebuttal  of  Presumption. — There  35  a  decided  conflict  of 
authorities  upon  the  question  whether  it  is  the  province  of  the  court, 
or  of  the  jury,  to  determine  the  question  of  negligence  when  the 
plaintiff's  case  rests  solely  upon  the  presumption  ai-ising  from  the 
fact  of  fire,  and  the  otherwise  uncontradicted  testimony  of  the  defend- 
ant's witn^ses,  if  believed  and  accepted,  establishes  every  fact  essen- 
tial to  exonerate  the  company  and  rebut  the  plaintififs  prima  facie 
case.'®  This  question  of  practice  sometimes  arises  on  a  motion  for 
the  direction  of  a  verdict  for  the  defendant,  and  sometimes  on  a 
motion  for  a  new  trial  after  a  verdict  for  plaintiff,  upon  the  ground 
that  such  verdict  is  contrary  to  the  evidence.**  A  number  of  the 
courts  deny  any  effect  to  the  presumption  or  prima  facie  case  as 
substantive  evidence  after  the  defendant  has  introduced  his  evidence, 
and  hold  that  in  every  case  in  which  the  defendant's  evidence  is 
uncontradicted,  is  conclusive  in  its  character,  and  covers  every  fact  es,- 
sential  to  exonerate  the  defendant,  the  question  of  defendant's  negli- 
gence must  be  taken  away  from  the  jury  and  a  verdict  directed  for 
defendant,  or,  at  least,  that  a  verdict  for  plaintiff  should  be  set  aside 
as  contrary  to  the  evidence.*  But,  even  if  it  be  regarded  as  embodying 
the  true  general  principle,  the  doctrine  which  in  general  requires  the 
withdrawal  of  the  question  from  the  jury  applies  to  a  comparatively 
limited  number  of  cases;  since  even  slight  circumstances,  in  addition 
to  the  presumption  or  prima  facie  case,  tending  to  indicate  negli- 
gence on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  will  raise  a  conflict  of  evidence 
which  will  take  the  case  out  of  the  operation  of  the  doctrine.* 
Another  line  of  authorities  regards  the  presumption  or  prima  facie 
case  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  as  in  the  nature  of  substantive  evidence 
for  the  purpose  of  creating  a  conflict  in  the  evidence,  notwithstanding 
that  the  defendant's  evidence  is  uncontradicted,  is  conclusive  in  ita 
character,  and  covers  every  essential  fact  to  relieve  the  defendant 
of  the  charge  of  negligence.'  This  rule  would  seem  to  be  the  better 
one,  if  for  no  other  reason  than  that  it  is  in  accordance  with  the 

18.  Continental  Ins.  Co.  v.  Chicago,      Notes:  5  L.R.A.(N.S.>  100,  104;  1 
etc.,  R.  Co.,  97  Minn.  467,  107  N.  W.  Ann.  Cas.  817;  16  Ann.  Cas.  884. 
548.  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  99  and  note.  2.  Osburn  v.  Oregon  R.  etc.,  Co., 

Note:  16  Ann,  Cas.  884.  15  Idaho  478,  98  Pac.  627,  16  Ann. 

19.  Note:  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  99.  Cas.  879  and  note,  19  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
1.  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Mar-  742;  Continental  Ins.  Co.  v.  Chicago, 

bury  Lumber  Co.,  125  Ala.  237,  28  etc.,  R.  Co.,  97  Minn.  467,  107  N.  W. 
So.  438,  50  L.R.A.  620;  Osburn  v.  548, 5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  99  and  note.  And 
Oregon  R.  etc.,  Co.,  15  Idaho  478,  98  Bee  infra,  par.  59. 
Pae.  627,  16  Ann.  Cas.  879  and  note,  3.  Atchison,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Oeiser, 
19  L.R.A.(N.S.)  742;  Clark  v.  Grand  68  Kan.  281,  75  Pac.  68,  1  Ann.  Cas. 
Tniuk  Western  R.  Co.,  149  Mich.  400,  812  and  note;  ContinenUl  Ins.  Co.  t. 
L12  N.  W.  1121,  12  Ann.  Cas.  559.  Chicago,  etc,  R.  Co.,  97  Minn.  467, 
And  see  Spaulding  V.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  107  N.  W.  548,  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  99 
Co.,  30  Wis.  110,  11  Am.  Rep.  550.  and  note;  Northwestern  Mat.  Fire 
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well  established  rule  governing  actions  generally  that  the  weight 
of  the  evidence  and  the  credibility  of  the  witnesses  shall  be  left 
to  the  jury.*  As  stated  by  some  courts  in  holding  that  the  adequacy 
of  the  rebutting  evidence  is  for  the  jury,  a  jury  is  not  necessarily 
bound  to  accept  as  conclusive  the  statement  of  a  witness  that  an 
engine  was  in  good  order,  or  carefully  and  skilfully  operated,  although 
there  is  no  direct  evidence  contradicting  the  statement.  They  have 
a  right  to  consider  all  the  evidence  and  circumstances  bearing  upon 
Ihe  condition  and  mode  of  operating  the  engine,  as  well  as  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  the  fire  tpok  place.  Moreover,  if  the  jury 
are  satisfied,  and  so  find,  that  the  property  was  ignited  by  a  spark 
which  came  from  one  of  the  defendant's  locomotives,  it  may  well 
be  that  this  fact  alone  would  lead  them  to  discredit  the  statements 
of  the  defendant's  witnesses  concerning  the  condition  of  the  loco- 
motives and  how  they  were  handled,  and  the  right  of  the  jury  to 
discredit  them  for  that  reason  cannot  be  denied.*  Even  in  juris- 
dictions where  the  presumption  is  held  to  raise  a  conflict  it  must 
be  conceded  that,  as  in  other  cases  of  conflicting  evidence,  a  verdict 
for  plaintiff  may,  in  rare  instances,  be  set  aside  on  the  ground  that 
it  is  contrary  to  the  great  weight  of  evidence, — or,  if  the  local  prac- 
tice permits,  that  a  verdict  may,  for  the  same  reason,  be  directed  for 
the  defendant  at  the  close  of  the  evidence, — ^in  the  event  that  it 
seems  very  clear  to  the  trial  court  that  there  is  notiiing  to  discredit 
the  defendant's  witnesses,  and  that  their  evidence  is  very  strong 
and  greatly  outweighs  the  conflicting  evidence  furnished  by  tiie  pre- 
sumption or  prima  facie  case  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff.* 

Admiseibility  and  Weight  of  Evidence 

45.  In  General. — Generally  speaking,  actions  against  railroad  and 
steamboat  companies  to  recover  damages  for  injuries  to  property 
by  fires  communicated  to  such  property  in  the  operation  of  their 
trains  or  boats,  are  governed  by  the  usual  rules  of  evidence  in  civil 
actions,  as  to  the  impropriety  of  admitting  collateral  matters  in 
evidence,'  the  admissibility  and  effect  of  circumstantial  evidence,* 

Ass'n  V.  Northern  Pae.  R.  Co.,  68  101  Ted.  66,  41  C.  C.  A.  365,  49 
Wash.  292,  123  Pae.  468,  Ann.  Caa.  L.R.A.  642;  Atchison,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v. 
igi3E  968.  Coombs,  76  Ark.  132,  88  S.  W.  695, 

.  Notes:  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  103;  16  Ann.  6  Ann.  Cas.  151. 
Cas.  884.  6.  Note:  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  103. 

4.  McCuUen  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  7.  Jacksonville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Pen- 
101  Fed.  66,  41  C.  C.  A.  365,  49  insular  Land,  etc.,  Co.,  27  Fla.  1, 
L.R.A.  642;  St.  Lonis,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  157,  9  So.  661,  689,  17  L.R.A.  33: 
Geiser,  68  Kan.  281,  75  Pac.  68,  1  Baltimore,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Woodruff, 
Ann.  Cas.  812.  See  Evidence,  vol.  10,  4  Md.  242,  59  Am.  Dec.  72.  And  see 
p.  1004;  Jury.  infra,  par.  48. 

5.  McCuIIcn  T.  Chieago,  etc.,  B.  Co.,     8.  Jacksonville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Pen* 
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hearsay,'  expert  and  opinion  evidence,"*  secondary  evidence,^^  matters 
forming  part  of  the  res  gestae,  declarations  and  admissions,  etc.^ 
In  an  action  against  a  railroad  company  to  recover  for  injury  froni 
a  fire  arising  on  and  communicated  from  its  right  of  way,  parol  evi- 
dence is  admissible  to  show  that  certain  lands  constituted  such  right 
of  way.''  So  also  in  such  actions  the  usual  rule  applies  that  the 
facts  showing  the  liability  of  the  defendant  must  be  established  by 
a  preponderance  of  the  evidence;  but,  as  has  been  seen,  a  preponder- 
ance of  -  the  evidence  is  not  required  of  the  defendant  in  order  to 
rebut  the  presumption  of  negligence  on  its  part  arising  from  proof 
of  the  origin  of  the  fire.'* 

46.  Circumstantial  Evidence  as  to  Origin  of  Fire. — ^In  actions 
against  railroad  companies  for  injuries  to  property  by  communicated 
fires,  while  it  is  necessary  to  trace  the  liability  for  the  fire  to  the 
defendant,'*  and  proof  of  a  mere  possibility  that  the  fire  communi- 
cated in  the  operation  of  the  road  is  not  sufficient,*'  yet  it  is  not 


insalar,  etc.,  Land  Co.,  27  Fla.  1,  Assnr.  Co.  t.  Or^n  B.  Co.,  46  Ore. 

157,  9  So.  661,  689,  17  L.R.A.  33;  162,  79  Pac  60,  114  A.  S.  R.  863, 

New  York,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Roper,  176  69  LJI.A.  475. 

Ind.  497,  96  N.  E.  468,  36  L.R.A.  12.  Gerke  v.  California  Steam  Nav. 

952;  Kansas  City,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Blok-  Co.,  9  Cal.  251,  70  Am.  Dec.  650  and 

er,  68  Kan.  244,  75  Pac.  71,  1  Ann.  note. 

Cas.  883,  64  L.R.A.  81;  Sheldon  t.  13.  Brown  v.  Carolina  Midland  Ry. 

Hudson  River  R.  Co.,  14  N.  Y.  218,  67  S.  C.  481,  46  S.  E.  283,  100  A. 

67  Am.  Dec.  155;  Heoderson  v.  Phila-  S.  R.  756. 

delphia,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  144  Pa.  St.  461,  14.  Garrett  v.  Southern  R.  Co.,  101 

22  Atl.  851,  27  A..  S.  R.  652, 16  L.R.A.  Fed.  102,  41  C.  C.  A.  237,  49  L.R.A. 

299.    And  see  infra,  par.  46.  645;  Inman  v.  Elberton  Air-Line  R. 

9.  JacksonviUe,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Pen-  Co..  90  Ga.  663,  16  S.  E.  958,  35  A. 
insular  Land,  etc.,  Co.,  27  Fla.  1,  S.  R.  232;  Atchison,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v. 
157,  9  So.  661,  689,  17  L.R.A.  33;  Stanford,  12  Kan.  354,  15  Am.  Rep. 
Kesee  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  B.  Co.,  30  la.  362;  Missouri  Pac.  R.  Co.  v.  Cullers, 
78,  6  Am.  Rep.  643.  81  Tex.  382,  17  S.  W.  19,  13  L.R.A. 

10.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.  t.  Shore,  542.  See  generally,  Evu)ENCK,  v<d,  10, 
89  Ark.  418,  117  S.  W.  515,  16  Ann.  p.  1012. 

Cas.  939;  Kesee  t.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  15.  See  supra,  par.  43. 
Co.,  30  la.  78,  6  Am.  Rep.  643;  Kansas  16.  See  supra,  par.  40. 
City,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Blaker,  68  Kan.  17.  Inman  v.  Elberton  Air-Line  R. 
244,  75  Pac.  71,  1  Ann.  Gas.  883,  64  Co.,  90  Ga.  663,  16  S.  E.  958,  35  A. 
L.R.A.  81;  Potter  v.  Grand  Trunk  S.  R.  232;  Clark  v.  Grand  Trunk  West- 
Western  R.  Co.,  157  Mich.  216, 121  N.  em  R.  Co.,  149  Mich.  400,  112  N.  W. 
W.  808,  22  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1039  and  1121,  12  Ann.  Cas.  659;  Hewitt  v. 
note;  Continental  Ins.  Co.  v.  Chicago,  Per6  Marquette  R.  Co.,  171  Mich.  211: 
etc.,  R.  Co.,  97  Minn.  467,  107  N.  W.  137  N.  W.  66,  41  L.R.A.(N.S.)  635; 
548,  5  L.R.A.(N.S.)  99.  See  generally  White  v.  Chicago,  etc,  R.  Co.,  1  S.  D. 
Expert  and  Opihiov  EvmsNCE,  ante,  326,  47  N.  W.  146,  9  L.R.A.  824; 
p.  560.  Burke  v.  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  7 

11.  Kesee  t.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  Heiak.  (Tenn.)  461, 19  Am.  Bep.  618, 
30  la.  78, 6  Am.  Rep.  613;  Manchester 
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required  that  the  evidence  should  exclude  all  possibility  of  another 
origin  or  that  it  be  undisputed.  It  is  sufficient  if  all  the  facts  and 
circumstances  in  evidence  fairly  warrant  the  conclusion  that  the  fire 
did  not  originate  from  some  other  cause,^^  and  the  origin  of  the 
fire  has  generally  been  held  sufficiently  established  by  inferences 
drawn  from  circumstantial  evidence."  Thus  it  has  frequently  been 
held  that  from  proof  that  an  engine  passed  near  inflammable  mate- 
rial immediately  before  the  discovery  of  fire,  there  being  no  evidence 
to  explain  its  origin,  the  jury  may  infer  that  the  fire  originated 
from  sparks  from  the  passing  engine.^'^  If  it  is  sought  to  recover 
damages  for  fire  alleged  to  have  been  caused  by  the  negligent  escape 
of  sparks  from  a  locomotive,  and  the  evidence  as  to  the  origin  of 
the  fire  is  circumstantial,  the  fact  that  the  weather  had  been  dry. 
for  several  days  prior  to  the  fire  is  admisdble  in  connection  with 
other  circumstances  tending  to  show  that  the  fire  was  caused  by 
sparks  emitted  from  such  locomotive.*  Evidence  that  a  certain  engine 
which  passed  at  the  time  a  fire  started  threw  sparks  to  an  unusual 
distance  is  sufficient  to  go  to  the  jury  on  the  question  whether  or 

18.  Kansas  City  Southern  R,  Co.  v.  Ridge  R.  Co.  v.  Brinkman,  64  lid. 
Harris,  105  Ark.  374,  157  S.  W.  992,  52,  20  Atl.  1024,  54  Am.  Rep.  755; 
Ann.  Cas.  1914D  932;  White  v.  Chi-  Dean  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  39  Minn, 
cago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  1  S.  D.  326,  47  N.  413,  40  N.  W.  270,  12  A.  S.  R.  659; 
W.  146,  9  L.R.A.  824.  Babcock  v.  Canadian  Northern  K.  Co., 

19.  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Mar-  117  Minn.  434,  136  N.  "W.  275,  Ann. 
bury  Luraber  Co.,  132  Ala.  520,  32  Cas.  1913D  924;  Farrell  v.  Minne- 
8o.  745,  90  A.  S.  R.  717;  Union  Pac.  apolis,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  121  Minn.  357, 
R.  Co.  V.  De  Busk,  12  Colo.  294,  20  141  N.  W.  491,  45  L.R.A.(N.S.)  215; 
Pac.  752,  13  A.  S.  R.  221,  3  L.R.A.  Hardy  v.  Hinea  Bros.  Lumber  Co.,  160 
350;  Clark  v.  Grand  Trunk  Western  N.  C.  113,  75  S.  E.  855,  42  L.R.A. 
R.  Co.,  149  Mich.  400, 112  N.  W.  1121,  (N.S.)  759;  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v. 
12  Ann.  Cas.  559;  Sheldon  v.  Hudson  Shannon,  25  Okla.  754,  108  Pac.  401„ 
River  R.  Co.,  14  N.  Y.  218,  67  Am.  21  Ann.  Cas.  1209;  Hawley  v.  Sump- 
Dec.  155;  Philadelphia,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  ter  Valley  R.  Co.,  49  Ore.  509,  90  Pac- 
Hendrickson,  80  Pa.  St.  182,  21  Am.  1106,  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  526;  White  v. 
Rep.  97.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  1  S.  D.  326,  47 

20.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Coombs,  N.  W.  146,  9  L.R.A.  824;  Jensen  v. 
76  Ark.  132,  88  S.  W.  595,  6  Ann.  Cas.  South  Dakota  Cent.  R.  Co.,  25  S.  D. 
151;  Union  Pac.  R.  Co.  v.  De  Busk,  506,  127  N.  W.  650,  Ann.  Cas.  1912C 
12  Colo.  294,  20  Pac.  752,  13  A.  S.  R.  700,  35  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1015;  North- 
221,  3  L.R.A.  350;  New  York,  etc.,  R.  western  Mut.  Fire  Ass'n  v.  Northern 
Co.  V.  Roper,  176  Ind.  497,  96  N.  E.  Pac.  R.  Co.,  68  Wash.  292,  123  Pac. 
468,  36  L.R.A. (N.S.)  952;  Kansas  468,  Ann.  Cas.  1913E  968;  Smith  v. 
City,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Blaker,  68  Kan.  London,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  L.  R.  6  C.  P.  14, 
244,  75  Pac.  71,  1  Ann.  Cas.  883,  64  40  L.  J.  C.  PI.  21,  23  L.  T.  N.  S.  678, 
L.R.A.  81;  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  19  W.  R.  230,  18  Eng.  Rul.  Caa.  726. 
Beeler,  126  Ky.  328,  103  S.  W.  300,  Notes:  57  Am.  Rep.  812:  11  LJI.A. 
128  A.  S.  R.  291,  15  Ann.  Cas.  913,  508. 

11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  930;  Dyer  v.  Maine  1.  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Mar- 
Cent.  R.  Co.,  99  Me.  195,  58  Atl.  994,  bury  Lumber  Co.,  132  Ala.  520,  32 
2  Ann.  Cas.  457,  67  LJI.A.  416;  Green  So.  745,  90  A.  S.  R.  917. 
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Dot  such  engine  caused  the  fire,  notwithstanding  testimony  that  the 
ehgine  was  provided  with  a  sufficient  spark  arrester.* 

47.  Other  Fires  by  Other  Engines. — With  regard  to  the  admissi- 
bility of  evidence  of  other  fires  by  other  engities  to  prove  the  origin 
or  cause  of  the  fire  complained  of  in  an  action  against  a  railroad 
for  damages  to  property  by  communicated  fires,  there  is  no  little 
conflict  of  authority,*  but  it  may  be  stated  as  the  generally  accepted 
rule  in  cases  of  this  kind,  that  evidence  of  other  fires  by  other  engines 
of  the  defendant  railroad  company,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fire  com- 
plained of  and  happening  at  or  about  the  same  time  as  such  fire, 
is  admissible  as  tending  to  show  a  possibility  and  consequent  proba- 
bility that  the  fire  complained  of  originated  from  the  cause  alleged, 
at  least  where  the  engine  charged  with  the  fire  is  not  identified.* 
There  is  strong  reason  for  holding  that  evidence  of  the  kind  now 
under  consideration  should  not  be  admitted  unless  it  appears  that 
the  conditions  and  the  time  were  approximately  the  same.*  Thus 
evidence  that  a  locomotive  hauling  a  heavy  freight  train  up  grade 
emitted  sparks  and  set  fire  to  property  would  not  justify  an  infer- 
ence that  a  passenger  engine  running  down  grade  would  do  the  same 
thing.  It  is  to  be  further  observed  that  the  changes  in  the  con- 
struction and  the  fixtures  of  locomotive  engines  are  frequent,  and 
hence  it  would  not  be  fair  to  infer  that  an  engine  in  use  to-day 
probably  set  out  fire,  because  engines  in  use  several  months  before 
had  done  so.*  The  rule  as  to  the  admissibility  of  evidence  of  the 
emission  of  sparks  by  other  engines  is  the  same  as  the  rule  above 
stated  as  to  the  admissibility  of  evidence  of  other  fires  by  other  engines, 
and  it  has  been  held  that  evidence  of  other  fires,  or  of  the  emission 
of  sparks  by  other  engines,  is  admissible  without  showing  that  such 
other  engines  were  undo*  the  charge  of  the  same  driver  or  were 

2.  Van  Steuben  v.  Central  R.  Co.,  note;  Webb  v.  Rome,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  49 
178  Pa.  St.  367,  35  Atl.  992,  34  L.R.A.  N.  T.  420,  10  Am.  Rep.  389 ;  Man- 
577.  Chester  Assur.  Co.  v.  Oregon  R.  Co., 

3.  Note:  12  Ann.  Caa.  218.  46  Ore.  162,  79  Pae.  60,  114  A.  S.  R. 

4.  Florida  East  Coast  R.  Co.  v.  863,  69  L.R.A.  475;  Henderson  v. 
Welch,  53  Fla.  145,  44  So.  250,  12  Philadelphia,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  144  Pa.  St. 
Ann.  Cas.  210  and  note;  Inman  v.  461,  22  Atl.  851,  27  A.  S.  R.  652,  16 
Elberton  Air-Line  R.  Co.,  90  Ga.  663,  L.R.A.  299;  Van  Steuben  v.  Central 
16  S.  E.  958,  35  A.  S.  R.  232  and  note;  R.  Co.,  178  Pa.  St.  367,  35  AtL  992, 
DUnois  Cent.  R.  Co.  v.  Hicklin,  131  34  L.R.A.  577. 

Ky.  624,  115  S.  W.  752,  23  L.R.A.     Notes:  38  Am.  Dec.  74;  12  Ann.  Cas, 
(N.S.)  870;  Green  Ridge  R.  Co.  t.  218;  21  Ann.  Cas.  1212. 
Brinkman,  64  Md.  52,  20  Atl.  1024,     5.  Henderson  v.  Philadelphia,  etc, 
64  Am.  Rep.  755;  Campbell  v.  Mia-  R.  Co.,  144  Pa.  St.  461,  22  AtL  861, 
fiouri  Pae.  B.  Co.,  121  Mo.  340,  25  S.  27  A.  S.  R.  652,  16  L.R.A.  299. 
W.  936,  42  A.  S.  R.  630,  25  L.R.A.     Notes:  12  Ann.  Cas.  219,  220  ;  21 
176;  Sheldon  v.  Hudson  River  R.  Co.,  Ann.  Cas.  1212. 
14  N.  Y.  218,  67  Am.  Dec.  155  and     6.  Note :  21  Ann.  Cas.  1212. 
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of  tbe  same  construction  as  the  one  occasioning  the  dam^e.'  So 
it  has  been  held  that  it  is  competent  in  an  action  against  a  railroad 
company  for  setting  a  fire  to  show  that  the  defendant's  locomotiTes 
had  thrown  out  sparks  and  dnders  which  fell  as  far  from  tbe  track 
as  the  burned  property,  or  farther  than  that,  and  also  that  fires  were 
started  on  other  occasions  by  falling  sparks  at  a  distance  as  great 
as  or  greater  than  the  plaintiff's  property.*  In  a  number  of  juris- 
dictions it  is  held  that  where  the  particular  engine  supposed  to  have 
caused  the  fire  complained  of  is  identified,  the  plaintiff  cannot  intro- 
duce evidence  of  other  fires,  or  the  emission  of  sparks  by  other  engines 
of  the  defendant,  to  show  the  origin  of  the  fire.'  By  some  auUiori- 
ties  however  this  doctrine  of  identification  has  been  expressly  repudi- 
ated, and  it  is  held  that  without  regard  to  the  question  of  identity, 
when  the  question  at  issue  is  whether,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  fire 
was  caused  by  any  locomotive,  other  fires  caused  by  defendant's  loco- 
motives, at  about  the  same  time  and  in  the  same  vicinity,  may  be 
given  in  evidence  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  capacity  of  locomo- 
tive engines  to  set  fires  by  the  emission  of  sparks  or  the  escape  of 
coals.'**  Still  other  courts,  while  laying  down  the  general  rule  that 
where  the  engine  which  is  alleged  to  have  set  the  fire  is  identified, 
evidence  of  other  fires  by  other  engines  and  at  oUier  times  is  inad- 
missible, hold  that  where  the  defense  relied  upon  by  the  company 
is  that  the  point  at  which  the  fire  is  set  is  beyond  the  limit  loco- 
motives of  the  company  throw  cinders  or  fire,'^  or  where  it  is  estab- 
lished that  the  engines  of  the  company  are  all  practically  identical 
in  their  construction  and  operation,  then  it  is  permissible,  independent 
of  the  identification  of  the  engine  which  it  is  asserted  actually  set 
the  fire,  to  show  that  other  fires,  not  too  remote  in  point  of  time, 
have  been  set  by  other  engines  of  the  company.**  Still  another  line 
of  authorities  state  the  rule  to  be  that  where  the  defendant  com- 
pany introduces  evidence  to  show  that  its  engines  were  properly 
equipped  with  proper  spark  arresters  and  were  in  good  repair,  it  is 

7.  Henderson  v.  Philadelphia,  etc..      Notes:  64  A.  S.  R.  214;  12  Ann. 
R.  Co.,  144  Pa.  St.  461,  22  AU.  851,  Cas.  220;  21  Ann.  Cas.  1212,  1213. 
27  A.  S.  R.  652,  16  L.R.A.  299.  10.  Dunning  v.  Maine  Cent.  R.  Co., 

Notes:  38  Am.  Dec.  73;  12  Ann.  91  Me.  87,  39  Atl.  352,  64  A.  S.  R. 
Cas.  219,  220.  208  and  note. 

8.  Sheldon  v.  Hudson  River  R.  Co.,      Note :  12  Ann.  Cas.  221. 

14  N.  Y.  218,  67  Am.  Dee.  155.  11.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Shan- 

Note:  12  Ann.  Cas.  219.  non,  25  Okla.  754,  108  Pac.  401,  21 

9.  Florida  East   Coast  R.  Co.  v.  Ann.  Cas.  1209  and  note. 

Welch,  53  Fla.  145,  44  So.  250,  12  12.  Osbum  v.  Oregon  R.,  etc.,  Co., 
Ann.  Cas.  210  and  note;  Inman  v.  15  Idaho  478,  98  Pac.  627,  16  Ann. 
Blberton  Air-Line  R.  Co.,  90  Ga.  663,  Cas.  879,  19  L.R.A.(N.S.)  742;  St. 
16  S.  E.  958,  35  A.  S.  R.  232  and  note;  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.  t.  Shannon,  25  Okla. 
St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Shannon,  25  754.  108  Pae.  401,  21  Ann.  Cas.  1209 
Okla.  754,  108  Pac.  401,  21  Ann.  Cas.  and  note. 
1200  and  note.  Note:  21  Ann.  Cas.  1213. 
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proper  to  show  that  the  company's  engines  before  and  after  the  fire 
in  question  threw  sparks  and  caused  other  fires,'*  Such  rebuttal 
evidence  has  been  held  admissible,  notwithstanding  it  ia  admitted 
that  a  particular  engine  caused  the  fire.'* 

48.  Proof  of  Negligence. — Where  negligence  is  the  gist  of  an  action 
against  a  railroad  company  for  injuries  by  fires,  upon  the  whole  of 
the  evidence  the  preponderance  thereof  must  of  course  show  negli- 
gence on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  or  the  plaintiff  cannot  recover,'* 
but,  as  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  the  plaintiff  must  labor  under  diffi- 
culties in  making  proof  of  the  fact  of  negligence,  and  as  that  fact 
itself  is  always  a  relative  one,  the  general  view  is  that  it  may  be  satis- 
factorily established  by  evidence  of  circumstances,  bearing  more  or 
less  directly  upon  the  fact  of  negligence,  which  might  not  be  satis- 
factory in  other  cases,  free  from  difficulty  and  open  to  clearer  proofs; 
and  this  upon  the  general  principles  of  evidence,  which  hold  that 
to  be  sufficient  or  satisfactory  which  ordinarily  satisfies  an  unprej- 
udiced mind."  Thus,  for  instance,  it  has  been  held  that  the  absence 
of  an  appliance  to  prevent  the  escape  of  fire  or  sparks  or  a  failure 
to  use  the  best  appliances  for  such  purpose,"  the  employment  of  a 
drunken  or  incompetent  engineer,'^  the  use  at  the  time  of  an  exces- 
sive amount  of  steam  or  an  extraordinarily  heavy  train,'*  the  violation 
of  statute  or  ordinance  as  to  speed,***  a  defect  or  want  of  repair  in 
an  engine,'  the  stopping  of  the  engine  or  stirring  the  fire  in  it  in 
a  place  of  peculiar  peril,'  the  repeated  and  unusual  dropping  of 
coeU,'  or  the  excessive  and  continued  emission  of  sparks,*  etc.,  are 


13.  Notes:  12  Ann.  Cas.  221;  21 

Ann.  Cas.  1214. 

14.  Note :  21  Ann.  Cas.  1214. 

15.  Atchison,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Stan- 
ford, 12  Kan.  354,  15  Am.  Rep.  362. 
See  supra,  par.  18. 

16.  Gandy  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co., 
30  la.  420,  6  Am.  Rep.  682. 

17.  Gandy  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co., 
30  la.  420,  6  Am.  Rep.  682;  Watt  v. 
Nevada  Cent.  R.  Co.,  23  Nev.  154,  44 
Pae.  423,  46  Pac.  52,  726,  62  A.  S.  R. 
772;  Bedell  v.  Long  Island  R.  Co., 
44  N.  Y.  367,  4  Am.  Rep.  688.  See 
supra,  par.  21. 

18.  Gandy  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co., 
30  la.  420,  6  Am.  Rep.  682.  See  bu- 
pra,  par.  22. 

19.  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Mar- 
bury  Lumber  Co.,  132  Ala.  520,  32 
So,  745,  90  A.  S.  R.  917;  Gandy  v. 
Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  30  la.  420,  6  Am. 
Rep.  682;  Norfolk,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v. 
Fritts,  103  Va.  687,  49  S.  E.  971,  106 


A.  S.  R.  911,  68  L.R.A.  864;  North- 
western Mut.  Fire  Ass'n  v.  Northern 
Pae.  R.  Co.,  68  Wash.  292,  123  Pac. 
468,  Ann.  Cas.  1913E  968. 
20.  See  supra,  par.  25. 

1.  Gandy  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  30 
la.  420,  6  Am.  Rep.  682.  See  snpn, 
par.  21. 

2.  Gandy  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co., 
30  la.  420,  6  Am.  Rep.  682;  Prank- 
ford,  etfc.,  Turnpike  Co.  v.  Phila- 
delphia, etc.,  R.  Co.,  54  Pa.  St.  345, 
93  Am.  Dec.  708. 

3.  Gandy  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  30 
la.  420,  6  Am.  Rep.  682;  Atchison,  etc., 
R.  Co.,  V.  Stanford,  12  Kan.  354,  15 
Am,  Hop.  362;  Watt  v.  Nevada  Cent. 
R.  Co.,  23  Nev.  154,  44  Pac.  423,  46 
Pac.  52,  726,  62  A.  S.  R.  772;  Webb  v. 
Rome,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  49  N.  T.  420, 10  Am. 
Rep.  389.  And  see  Gagg  v.  Vetter, 
41  Ind.  228,  13  Am.  Rep.  322. 

Note :  1  L.R.A.  627. 

4.  Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Darwin,  156 
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severally  facts  tending,  more  or  less  satisfactorily  according  to  the 
circumstances,  to  establish  the  fact  of  negligence.*  Where  the  fire 
resulting  in  the  injury  complained  of  ia  E^own  to  have  been  set 
by  a  particular  engine,  evidence  of  former  fires  set  out  by  the  same 
engine  is  admissible  as  tending  to  prove  its  defective  condition  or 
improper  management,*  but  with  regard  to  the  admissibility  of  evi- 
dence as  to  the  condition  of  other  engines  of  the  defendant  company 
and  of  their  causing  fires  as  tending  to  show  negligence,  the  general 
rule  is  that  where  the  engine  that  caused  the  fire  cannot  be  fully 
identified,  evidence  that  the  defendant's  engines  frequently  emitted 
sparks  on  former  occasions  near  the  time  of  the  fire  in  question  is 
relevant  and  competent  to  show  habitual  negligence  on  the  part 
of  the  defendant,  but  when  the  engine  is  identified  the  same  reason 
does  not  operate  and  evidence  as  to  the  condition  of  other  engines 
and  of  their  causing  fires  is  clearly  irrelevant.' 

49.  Usages  and  Customs. — In  actions  against  railroad  companies 
for  injuries  by  fires  communicated  in  the  operation  of  the  road,  evi- 
dence of  ULsage  or  custom  is  not,  generally  speaking,  admissible.* 
Thus  for  instance  where  in  such  an  action  the  plaintiff  only  proved 
that  the  fire  originated  near  tlie  track,  and  shortly  after  the  pass- 
ing of  a  train,  and  that  recently  the  same  engine  had  been  seen 
to  drop  glowing  cinders  and  to  start  other  fires,  and  the  defendant 
offered  to  prove  that  it  was  an  old  custom  of  the  farmers  in  that 
vicinity  to  set  fire  annually  to  the  leaves  and  underbrush  at  that 


Ala.  311,  47  So.  314, 130  A.  S.  R.  94;  Notes:  38  Am.  Dee.  73;  1  L.B.A. 
Gandy  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  30  la.  627  ;  32  L.RJL.(N.S.)  1148. 
420,  6  Am.  Rep.  682;  Oreen  Ridge  R.  7.  Jacksonville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Penin- 
Co.  T.  Brinkman,  64  Md.  52,  20  Atl.  sular  Land,  etc.,  Co.,  27  Fla.  1,  167, 
1024,  54  Am.  Rep.  755;  Sheldon  t.  9  So.  661,  689,  17  L.R.A.  33;  Inman 
Hudson  River  R.  Co.,  14  N.  Y.  218,  v.  Elbcrton  Air-Line  R.  Co.,  90  Ga. 
67  Am.  Dec.  155  and  note;  Bedell  v.  663,  16  S.  E.  958,  35  A.  S.  R.  232 
Long  Island  R.  Co.,  44  N.  Y.  367,  4  and  note ;  Oreen  Ridge  R.  Co.  t.  Brink- 
Am.  Rep.  688;  Hawley  v.  Sumpter  man,  64  Md.  52,  20  Atl.  1024,  64  Am. 
Valley  R.  Co.,  49  Ore.  509,  90  Pac.  Rep.  755;  Campbell  v.  Missouri  Pac 
1106, 12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  526;  Henderson  R.  Co.,  121  Mo.  340,  25  S.  W.  936,  42 
V.  Philadelphia,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  144  Pa.  A.  S.  R.  530,  25  L,R.A.  175;  Hender- 
St.  461,  22  Atl.  851,  27  A.  S.  R.  652,  son  v.  Philadelphia,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  144 
16  L.R.A.  299.  Pa.  St.  461,  22  Atl.  851,  27  A.  S.  R. 

5.  Gandy  v.  Chicago,  etc,  R.  Co.,  30  652, 16  L.R.A.  299.  Contra,  Baltimore, 
la.  420,  6  Am.  Rep.  6S2.  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  WoodruS,  4  Md.  242,  69 

6.  Jacksonville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Peiiin-  Am.  Dee.  72. 

Bular  Land,  etc.,  Co.,  27  Fhi.  1,  157,  Notes:  38  Am.  Dec.  74;  64  A.  S.  R. 

9  So.  661,  689,  17  L.R.A.  33;  Florida  214;  1  L.R.A.  627;  32  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

East  Coast  R.  Co.  v.  Welch,  53  Fla.  1146. 

145,  44  So.  250,  12  Ann.  Cas.  210;  8.  Green  Ridge  R.  Co.  v.  Brinkman, 

Atchison,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Stanford,  12  64  Md.  52,  20  Atl.  1024,  54  Am.  Rep. 

Kan.  354,  15  Am.  Rep.  362;  Green  755.   Generally  as  to  the  admissibility 

Ridge  R.  Co.  v.  Brinkman,  64  Md.  52,  of  evidence  of  usages  and  customs,  sea 

20  AtL  1024, 54  Am.  Rep.  766.  Usages  Am)  Custoks. 
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season  to  improve  the  pasturage,  it  was  held  that  the  defendant's 
offer  was  incompetent.*  So  also  since,  as  has  been  seen,  it  is  the 
duty  of  a  railroad  company  to  exercise  a  high  degree  of  care  in  the 
construction  of  its  engines,  and  to  adopt  the  best  devices  available 
to  prevent  the  escape  of  fire,  regardless  of  the  usage  of  other  roads,** 
evidence  as  to  the  usage  and  custom  of  other  roads  in  such  matters 
has  been  held  to  be  properly  excluded,  as  it  would  not  show  that 
defendant  was  free  from  negligence  in  using  ttie  particular  engine 
in  question,  nor  would  it  tend  to  establish  any  other  fact  material 
to  the  defense.  The  question  to  be  determined  by  the  jury  is,  whether 
the  engine  in  question  set  the  fire,  and  if  it  did,  whether  it  was 
properly  constructed  and  operated,  and  in  good  condition.  If  it  was 
properly  made,  and  furnished  with  the  required  appliances  to  pre- 
vent the  escape  of  fire,  it  was  not  material  to  show  how  other  engines 
were  constructed;  and  if  it  was  not  properly  made,  and  was  not 
furnished  with  suitable  appliances,  liability  on  the  part  of  defendant 
could  not  be  avoided  by  showing  that  it  was  made  like  most  engines 
in  use.**  It  has  been  held,  however,  that  in  an  action  against  a 
railroad  for  the  burning  of  property  placed  on  the  defendant's  right 
of  way,  it  is  not  error  to  receive  evidence  to  ^ow  that  it  had  been 
the  practice  during  many  years  to  place  property  of  a  like  kind  for 
shipment  at  the  place  where  the  property  in  question  was  placed.** 
50.  Rules  of  Railroad  Company — "Train  Sheets." — In  an  action 
against  a  railroad  company  for  injuries  to  property  by  fire,  it  has 
been  held  that  the  book  of  rules  of  the  defendant  containing  private 
rules  regulating  the  conduct  of  defendant's  business,  does  not  tend 
to  fix  the  standard  of  duty  to  others,  and  may  therefore  properly 
be  excluded.*'  It  has  been  held  however  that  records  of  entries  made 
in  the  usual  course  of  business  on  "train  sheets"  by  a  train  dispatcher 
from  reports  telegraphed  to  him  by  station  agents  as  to  the  arrival 
and  departure  of  trains  are  admissible  in  evidence  to  show  the  position 
and  place  of  a  train  at  a  certain  time.** 


Damages 


51.  Measure  and  Elements  Generally. — In  actions  against  railroads 
for  injuries  to  property  by  fire  communicated  in  the  operation  of  the 

9.  Green  Ridge  R.  Co.  Brinkman,  Northern  R.  Co.,  123  Minn.  423,  144 
64  Md.  52,  20  AtL  1024,  54  Am.  Rep.  N.  W.  145,  Ann.  Cas.  1916A  496  and 
755.  note. 

10.  See  supra,  par.  21.  IS.  Continental  Ins.  Co.  t.  Chiei^, 

11.  Metzgar  t.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  97  Minn.  467,  107  N.  W. 
76  la.  387,  41  K.  W.  49,  14  A.  S.  R.  548,  5  L.R.A.fN:S.)  99. 

224.  14.  Firemen's  Ins.  Co.  v.  Seaboaid 

12.  L.  R.  Martin  Timber  Co.  t.  Great  Air-Line  R.  Co.,  138  N.  C  42,  60  S. 
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railroad,  as  in  actions  against  private  persons  for  liissea  thus  caused, 
the  loss  actufdly  sustained  by  reason  of  the  defendant's  act  is  usually 
the  measure  of  damages  recoverable,  and  such  damages  must  be  actual 
and  real  and  not  conjectural  or  speculative.^'  Thus  while  a  railroad 
company  which  negligently  sets  fire  to  buildings  used  by  one  who  has 
contracted  to  cut  and  saw  a  lot  of  standing  timber,  for  housing  his 
help,  is  liable  for  the  value  of  supplies  destroyed  and  the  cost  of 
replacing  the  houses,  yet  a  company  which  negligently  set  fire  to 
and  destroyed  standing  timber  which  another  had  contracted  to  cut> 
without  knowledge  of  the  contract,  is  not  liable  for  his  loss  of  profits 
thereby  caused.** 

52.  Statutory  Provisions. — In  some  jurisdictions  express  provision 
is  made  by  statute  for  the  imposition  of  punitive  damages  for  injuries 
to  property  by  fire  communicated  by  a  railroad  either  for  the  viola^ 
tion  of  a  statutory  duty  or  irrespective  of  any  negligence  on  the  part 
of  the  railroad  company,  and  the  validity  of  such  a  provision  has 
been  generally  upheld,  as  within  the  scope  of  legislative  power.*' 
So  also  the  statutes  of  some  states  authorize  the  recovery  of  attor- 
neys' fees  in  an  action  against  a  railroad  company  for  damage  by 
fire  communicated  from  its  locomotive.**  Some  of  these  statutes  impos- 
ing double  damages  for  injuries  by  fire  caused  by  a  railroad  com- 
pany, contain  a  clause  to  the  effect  that  if  such  company  shall,  within 
a  certain  time,  offer  in  writing  to  pay  a  fixed  sum  being  the  full 
amount  of  the  damage  sustained  and  the  owner  shall  refuse  to  accept 
tbe  same,  then  any  action  thereafter  brought  for  such  damage,  when 
such  owner  recovers  a  less  sum  as  damages  than  the  amount  so  offered, 
then  such  owner  shall  recover  only  his  damages,  and  the  railway 
company  shall  recover  its  costs.  It  has  been  held  that  such  a  clause 
adds  nothing  to,  and  takes  nothing  from,  the  responsibility  or  lia- 
bility of  the  company  created  by  these  enactments,  but  only  affords 
the  company  an  opportunity  to  release  itself  from  the  liability  for 
double  damages  under  certaih  circumstances  without  affecting  the 
liability  itself  in  case  the  company  desires  to  avail  itself  of  the  oppor- 
tunity thus  offered." 

53.  Mitigation  of  Damages. — As  already  seen,  it  is  well  settled 
that  the  damages  recoverable  for  injuries  to  property  by  fire  are  not 

E.  452,  107  A.  S.  R.  677;  and  see  62  L.R.A.(N.S.)  97  and  note, 

Kesee  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  B.  Co.,  30  la.  17.  Jensen  v.  Sontb  Dakota  Cent.  R. 

78,  6  Am.  Rep.  643.  Co.,  25  S.  D.  506,  127  N.  W.  660, 

16.  Couch  V.  Kansas  City  Southern  Ann.  Cas.  1912C  700  and  note,  36 

R.  Co.,  252  Mo.  34,  158  S.  W.  347,  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1015  and  note. 

46  L.R.A.(N.S.)   555;  Thompson  v.  18.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912C  703. 

Seaboard  Air-Line  R.  Co.,  165  N.  C.  19.  Jensen  v.  South  Dakota  Cent.  R. 

377,  81  S.  E.  315,  52  L.R.A.(N.S.)  Co.,  25  S.  D.  506,  127  N.  W.  650, 

97  and  note.    See  supra,  par.  16.  Ann.  Cas.  1912C  700  and  note,  35 

16.  Thompson  v.  Seaboard  Air-Line  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1015. 
R.  Co.,  165  N.  C.  377,  81  S.  E.  315, 
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diminished  by  the  fact  that  the  owner's  loss  is  wholly  or  partially 

covered  by  insurance  thereon  effected  by  him,*"  and  ii  has  accordingly 
been  held  that  if  a  railway  corporation  is  by  statute,  made  liable'  to 
the  owner  of  property  for  damages  resulting  to  him  from  its  destruc- 
tion by  fire  communicated  by  a  locomotive  engine,  it  is  not  entitled 
to  have  moneys  received  from  an  insurance  effected  by  him  on  the 
same  property  applied  in  mitigation  of  damages.*  On  the  contrary, 
the  owner  of  the  property  may  be  regarded  as  holding  his  claim 
against  the  railway  company  in  trust  for  the  insurer.'  In  some 
jurisdictions,  however,  the  statute  imposing  absolute  liability  on  a 
railroad  company  for  injuries  to  property  by  fire  communicated  by 
its  engines,  contains  a  clause  giving  to  the  railroad  the  benefit  of  any 
insurance  upon  the  property,  and  providing  that  the  insurance  should 
be  deducted  from  the  damages  if  recovered  before  they  were  assessed, 
or,  if  not,  that  the  policy  should  be  assigned  to  the  railroad  corpora- 
tion, which  might  then  maintain  an  action  thereon  with  all  the  rights 
of  the  insured.'  But  it  has  been  held  that  such  clause  applies  only 
to  cases  where  the  liability  is  imposed  by  the  statute,  and  not  to  those 
wh^e  it  is  liable  because  of  its  own  negligence;  so  that  in  the  latter 
case  it  is  not  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  insurance  on  the  property.* 
The  damages  paid  to  a  landowner  by  a  railroad  company  when  it 
acquired  either  by  grant  or  condemnation  the  right  of  way  over  his 
land  will  not  affect  his  recovery  of  damages  for  injuries  to  his  prop- 
erty by  fire  communicated  by  the  engines  of  such  company.'  A 
conveyance  of  lands  to  a  railroad  company  for  railroad  purposes,  or 
their  condemnation  for  that  purpose  only,  bars  the  recovery  of  such 
damages  as  naturally  and  necessarily  arise  from  the  use  of  the  prero- 
isea  for  the  authorized  purpose.  It  will  not  exclude  the  recovery  of 
damages  for  injuries  resulting  from  the  unskilful  or  improper  con- 
struction of  the  road,  or  negligence  in  operating  it.  If  the  subsequent 
injury  results  from  negligence,  or  the  want  of  skill  in  executing 
the  work,  or  from  doing  some  wrongful  or  unauthorized  act,  or  omit- 

20.  See  sapra,  par.  17.  R.  306  and  note;  Mobile  Ins.  Co.  v. 
1.  Regan  v.  New  York,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  Columbia,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  41  S.  C.  408, 
60  Conn.  124,  22  Atl.  503,  25  A.  S.  19  S.  E.  858,  44  A.  S.  R.  725  and 
R.  306 ;  Hart  v.  Western  R.  Corp.,  13  note.  See  supra,  par.  11,  and  see  gen- 
Mete.  (Mass.)  99,  46  Am.  Dec.  719;  erally,  Insurance;  Subrogation. 
Peter  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  121  3.  Lcavitt  v.  Canadian  Pac.  R.  Co. 
Mich.  324,  80  N.  W.  295,  80  A.  S.  R.  90  Me.  153,  37  Atl.  886,  3  L.R.A.  152 
500  and  note,  46  L.R.A.  224;  Mathews  and  note;  Dyer  v.  Maine  Cent.  R. 
V.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  121  Mo.  298,  Co.,  99  Me.  195,  58  Atl.  994,  2  Ann. 
24  S.  W.  591,  25  L.R.A.  161;  Mobile  Cas.  457,  67  L.R.A.  416. 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Columbia,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  41  4.  Dyer  v.  Maine  Cent.  R.  Co.,  99 
S.  C.  408,  19  S.  E.  858,  44  A.  S.  R.  Me.  195,  58  Atl.  994,  2  Ann.  Cas.  457, 


2.  Regan  t.  New  York,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  5.  Delaware,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Salmon, 
60  Conn.  124,  22  Ati.  503,  25  A.  S.  39  N.  J.  L.  299,  23  Am.  Bep.  214. 
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ting  what  the  law  requires  to  be  done  in  operating  the  railroad, 
the  remedy  by  action  remains,  notwithstanding  the  conveyance  or 
condemnation.*  Even  the  expressly  including  in  damages  for  con- 
demnation of  an  allowance  for  Uie  danger  of  fires  by  operation  of  the 
railroad  will  not,  it  has  been  held,  prevent  the  owner  of  the  property 
from  recovering  for  its  loss  by  subsequent  fire  communicated  from 
the  railroad  locomotives,  as  the  original  damages  were  compensation 
for  the  depreciation  to  the  vdue  of  tiie  property.'  While,  as  has 
been  seen,  the  fact  that  buildings  near  a  railroad  are  in  such  condi- 
tion as  to  be  liable  to  take  fire  is  not  usually  deemed  a  defense  to 
an  action  against  the  railroad  company  for  damages  to  such  build- 
ings by  fire,*  yet  it  has  been  held  that  the  jury  may,  in  assessing 
d^ages  for  the  destruction  of  such  buildings,  consider  their  condi- 
tion, and  the  fact  that  the  plaintiff  might  have  lessened  the  hazard  * 


54.  Form  of  Action. — It  is  a  well  settled  general  principle  that  if 
a  statute  gives  a  remedy  in  the  affirmative,  without'  containing  any 
express  or  implied  negative,  for  a  matter  which  was  actionable  at 
common  law,  this  does  not  as  a  rule  take  away  the  common  law 
remedy,  but  the  party  may  still  sue  at  common  law  as  well  as  upon 
tile  statute,^**  and  since,  as  already  seen,  it  is  well  established  that 
independentiy  of  statute  the  owner  of  property  has  the  right  to  recover 
damages  sustained  by  fire  communicated  from  a  locomotive  engine 
through  the  negligence  of  the  railroad  company  or  its  agents  or 
employees  operating  such  engine,*^  the  fact  that  in  many  states 
railroad  companies  are  by  statute  made  absolutely  liable  for  injuries 
to  property  by  fire,  irrespective  of  the  question  of  negligence,  will 
not  prevent  the  owner  of  property  thus  injured  from  proceeding  as 
at  common  law,  basing  his  right  to  recover  on  the  negligence  of  the 
railroad  company  instead  of  under  the  statute.^' 

55,  Jurisdiction  and  Venue. — In  accordance  with  the  rule  that 
wherever,  by  either  the  common  law  or  the  statute  law  of  a  state, 
a  right  of  action  has  become  fixed  and  a  legal  liability  incurred, 
that  liability  may  be  enforced  and  the  right  of  action  pursued  in 
any  court  which  has  jurisdiction  of  such  matters  and  can  obtain 

6.  Delaware,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Salmon,  10.  See  AcnoKS,  vol.  1,  p.  323  et 
39  N.  J.  L.  299,  23  Am.  Rep.  214.  And  seq. 

see  Eminent  Domain,  vol.  10,  p.  156.  11.  See  supra,  par.  18. 

7.  Mathews  v.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  12.  Brown  v.  Carolina  Midland  Ry., 
Co.  121  Mo.  298,  24  S.  W.  691,  26  67  S.  C.  481,  46  S.  E.  283,  100  A.  S. 
L.R.A.  161.  B.  756.   See  Dyer  v.  Maine  Cent.  R. 

8.  See  supra,  par.  29.  Co.,  99  Me.  195,  58  AU.  994,  2  Ann. 


Procedure 


9.  Note:  8  Ann.  Cas.  442. 
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jurisdiction  of  the  parties,"  an  action  against  a  railroad  company 
for  the  recovery  of  damages  for  the  destruction  of  personal  prop- 
erty  by  fire,  being  transitory,  the  plaintiff's  right,  whether  common 
law  or  statutory,  may  be  enforced  in  the  courts  of  one  state,  though 
the  property  destroyed  is  located  in  another  state.**  Whether  actions 
to  recover  pecuniary  damages  for  trespasses  to  refd  estate  are  purely 
local  or  may  be  brought  abroad,  depends  upon  whether  they  are 
viewed  as  relating  to  the  real  estate,  or  only  as  affording  a  personal 
remedy,*'  and  where  the  former  view  prevails  the  courts  of  one 
state  are  held  to  have  no  jurisdiction  of  an  action  to  recover  damages 
for  injury  to  and  destrucUon  of  buildings,  fences,  timber,  and  trees 
on  land  in  another  state,  due  to  the  negligent  setting  out  of  fire>* 
Where  an  action  is  brought  in  one  state  against  a  railroad  company 
for  injuries  by  fire  to  property  in  another  state,  the  general  rule 
appli^  that  all  matters  relating  to  the  right  of  action  are  governed 
by  the  lex  loci  delicti  and  all  matters  relating  purely  to  the  remedy 
by  the  lex  foti.*^ 

56.  Parties.— With  regard  to  who  may  maintain  an  action  against 
a  railroad  company  for  damages  for  injuries  by  fire  the  usual  rules 
as  to  proper  parties  plaintiff  in  actions  for  damages  by  fire  generally 
apply,**  as  does  the  general  rule  as  to  the  effect  upon  the  owner's  right 
of  action  6f  the  payment  to  him  of  insurance  upon  the  property 
injured.**  As  to  proper  parties  defendant  in  actions  for  fires  caused 
by  the  operation  of  railroads  it  is  well  settled  that  a  railroad  com- 
pany which  permits  its  road  to  be  used  by  another  will  be  liable 
for  loss  from  fire  caused  by  the  fault  of  its  licensee  or  lessee,-** 
but  it  is  equally  well  settled  that  the  licensee  or  lessee  is  also  liable 
to  respond  in  damages  for  such  loss.*  So  also  a  railroad  company 
is,  as  in  the  case  of  a  private  person,  liable  for  losses  by  fire  caused 
by  its  authorized  agents  or  employees  engaged  in  the  performance 
of  the  employer's  business,'  yet  the  servant  is  also  liable  for  the 
damage  resulting  from  his  tort,  and  may  be  joined  with  the  employei 
as  a  party  defendant.' 

15.  See  Actions,  vol.  1,  p.  324  et  the  eanse  of  Botion  arises  mnst  be  a 
seq.;  Confuot  of  L^wSf  vol.  5,  p.  defense  everywhere).  SeeCONfUcrov 
1035  et  seq.  Laws,  vol.  5,  p.  1036. 

14.  Laird  t.  Gonneetient,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  18.  See  supra,  par.  10. 
62  N.  H.  254, 13  A  S.  B.  564.  19.  See  supra,  par.  11. 

16.  See  COHTLiOT  or  Laws,  vol.  5,  p.     20.  See  supra,  par.  19. 

1036.  1.  Note:  38  Am.  Dec.  79.   See  gen- 

16.  Brisbane  v.  PennsylTania  B.  Co.,  erally  LASDUiiat  and  Tbkast;  Ia- 
205  N.  Y.  431, 98  N.  E.  752,  Ann.  Cas.  cxnsk. 

1913E  593,  44  L.B.A.(N.S.)    274  ;  2.  See  supra,  par.  19. 

Missouri  Pae.  B.  Co.  v.  Cnllers,  81  3.  Patry  v.  Northern  Pae.  R.  Co_ 

Tex.  382, 17  S.  W.  19, 13  L.BA.  542.  114  Minn.  375,  131  N.  W.  462,  34 

17.  Laird  v.  Connecticut,  etc.,  B.  Co.,  LJl.A(N.S.)  586  and  note.  And  spa 
62  N.  H.  254,  13  A.  S.  B.  564  (bold-  Mastbb  and  Servant;  Parties:  Pais*- 
ing  that  a  defense  in  the  state  where  oipal  and  Agent;  Torts. 
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57.  Pleading. — If  an  tuition  for  damages  occasioned  by  the  acts 
of  the  agents  and  employees  of  a  railroad  company  in  setting  or 
allowing  the  escape  of  fire,  is  brought  against  such  company  in  a 
name  implying  a  corporation,  the  complaint  need  not  expressly  allege 
that  the  defendant  is  a  corporation.*  In  actions  a^nst  railroad 
companies  for  injuries  to  property  by  fire  communicated  in  the  oper- 
ation of  the  railroad,  where  the  liability  is  based  on  the  negligence 
of  the  defendant,  the  usual  rules  as  to  the  requisites  and  sufficiency 
of  the  declaration,  petition  or  complaint  in  actions  based  on  negli- 
gent injuries  generally  apply.*  Even  under  a  statute  placing  the 
burden  of  proof  on  the  railroad  company,  if  it  would  relieve  itself 
from  liability,  to  show,  on  its  part,  freedom  from  any  negligence 
which  was  a  proximate  cause  of  the  fire,  it  has  been  held  that  the 
plaintiff  is  required  in  his  declaration  to  point  out  the  respects  in 
which  he  claims  that  the  defendant  was  guilty  of  negligence .•  Where, 
however,  the  action  is  brought  under  a  statute  imposing  absolute 
liability  on  a  railroad  company  for  damage  to  property  by  communi- 
cated fires,'  allegations  of  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  defendant, 
its  agents  or  employees,  are  of  course  unnecessary ;  *  but  a  recov- 
ery for  injury  by  fire  set  out  by  a  locomotive  without  proof  of  negli- 
gence will  not  be  prevented  where  the  statute  authorizes  such  recovery, 
by  the  mere  fact  that  negligence  is  alleged  in  the  petition.'  Where 
the  action  is  brought  against  a  railroad  company  under  a  statute 
making  such  company  liable  for  communicated  fires,  a  declaration, 
petition  or  complaint  will  be  sufficient  if  its  allegations  substantially 
comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  statute  though  not  following 
the  exact  language  of  such  statute.**^  In  an  action  by  an  owner 
of  land  adjoining  a  railroad  track,  to  whose  land  fire  has  been  com- 
municated by  the  railroad  company's  locomotives,  the  fact  that  such 
locomotives  were  screened  as  required  by  statute  is  a  matter  of  evidence 
on  the  question  of  negligence,  but  it  is  unnecessary  for  the  railroad 
company  to  plead  such  fact,  and  if  pleaded  it  is  unnecessary  for 
the  plaintiff  to  take  issue  upon  it.  When  the  defendant  has  travexsecl 
the  allegations  of  the  petition  the  issue  is  made  up." 

4.  Lake  Erie,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Griffin,  936,  42  A.  S.  R.  530,  25  L.R.A.  175; 
8  Ind.  App.  47,  35  N.  E.  396,  52  A.  Brown  v.  Carolina  Midland  R.  Co.,  VT 
S.  R.  465  and  note.  And  see  general-  S.  C.  481,  46  S.  £.  283,  100  A.  S.  R. 
ly  Corporations,  vol.  7,  p.  697  et  seq.  756. 

5.  See.  supra,  par.  12.  Note:  13  A.  S.  R.  233. 

6.  Van  Dyke  v.  Grand  Trunk  R.  Co.,  9.  Campbell  v.  Missouri  Pae.  R.  Co- 
84  Vt.  212,  78  Atl.  958,  Ann.  Gas.  121  Mo.  340,  25  S.  W.  936,  42  A.  S 
1913A  640.  R.  530,  25  L.R.A.  175. 

7.  See  supra,  par.  33.  10.  Brown  v.  Carolina  Midland  Ry., 

8.  Dyer  v.  Maine  Cent  R.  Co.,  99  67  S.  C.  481,  46  S.  E.  283,  100  A 
Me.  195,  58  Atl.  994,  2  Ann.  Cas.  457,  S.  R.  756. 

67  L.R,A.  416;  Campbell  v.  Missouri     11.  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Beelsr. 

Pac.  R.  Co.,  121  Mo.  340,  25  S.  W.  126  Ky.  328,  103  S.  W,  300,  128  A. 
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58.  Variance. — Generally  allegations  of  time  and  place,  when  not 
descriptive  of  the  identity  of  the  subject  of  the  action,  will  be  found 
immaterial  and  need  not  be  proved  strictly  as  alleged,'*  and  it  has 
been  held  in  a  number  of  cases  that  in  an  action  against  a  railroad 
company  for-losses  by  communicated  fires,  the  time  is  not  so  mate- 
rial that  it  must  be  proved  as  alleged.^'  On  the  other  hand  it  haa 
been  held  that  the  time  of  the  injury  must  be  proved  strictly  as 
alleged,  even  though  the  allegation  is  under  a  videlicet,  in  an  action 
to  hold  a  railroad  company  liable  for  injuries  to  property  by  fire 
set  out  by  its  locomotive,  where  the  statute  relieves  the  company 
from  liability  in  case  its  locomotives  are  in  good  order  and  properly 
managed.**  As  already  seen,  it  is  usually  held  that  the  fact  that 
the  fire  set  by  the  defendant  passes  over  lands  of  another  before 
reaching  the  plaintifiF's  property  does  not  render  the  defendant's 
negligence  any  the  less  the  proximate  cause  of  the  destruction  of 
such  property  by  fire,'^  and  accordingly,  in  an  action  against  a  rail- 
road company  for  injuries  by  communicated  fire,  there  is  no  fatal 
variance  between  the  allegation  and  proof  where  the  declaration  alleges 
that  the  defendant  company,  through  its  negligence,  communicated 
fire  to  the  lands  of  the  plaintiff  by  and  from  a  locomotive,  which 
fire,  so  communicated  from  the  locomotive,  spread  over  and  upon 
the  lands  of  the  plaintiff,  and  the  proof  shows  that  the  fire  was  not 
■set  by  and  from  the  locomotive  directly,  or  in  the  first  instance,  to 
the  land  of  the  plaintiff,  but  that  the  fire  was  negligently  set  by  the 
defendant's  locomotive  upon  the  adjoining  land  of  another,  and 
spread  thence  naturally  to  the  land  of  the  plaintiff.'*  So  also  in 
such  an  action  allegations  in  the  complaint  that  coals  negligently 
dropped  from  an  engine  came  in  contact  with  combustible  materials 
negligently  permitted  to  accumulate  on  the  right  of  way,  causing 
a  fire  which  ran  across  the  intervening  country  and  burned  plaintiff's 
property,  will  authorize  the  introduction  of  evidence  as  to  the  dryness 
of  the  season,  the  strength  and  direction  of  the  wind,  the  nature  of 
the  surface  of  the  intervening  country  and  that  it  was  covered  with 
combustible  materials."  Proof  of  one  only  of  two  grounds  of  lia- 
bility for  negligence  is  sufficient  to  authorize  a  recovery,  where  both 
are  alleged.'* 

S.  R.  291, 15  Ann.  Caa.  913,  U  LJI.A.  Co.,  171  Mich.  211,  137  N.  W.  66,  41 
(N.S.)  930.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  635  and  note. 

12.  Hewitt  V.  Pere  Marquette  R.  Co.,      16.  See  supra,  par.  4. 

171  Mich.  211, 137  N.  W.  66, 41  LJI.A.     16.  Florida  East  Coast  R.  Co. 
(N.S.)  635  and  note.    And  see.  ^n-  Welch,  53  Fla.  145, 44  So.  250, 12  Ann. 
erally,  Pleading.  Cas.  210. 

13.  Florida  East  Coast  R.  Co.  v.  17.  Marvin  v.  Chicago,  etc,  R.  Co., 
Welch,  53  Fla.  145,  44  So.  250,  12  79  Wis.  140,  47  N.  W.  1123, 11  LJI.A. 
Ann.  Cas.  210.  606. 

Note:  41  L.RA.(N.S.)  635.  18.  Martin  v.  Western  Union  R.  Co., 

14.  Hewitt  T.  Pere  Marquette  B.  23  ^^a.  437,  99  Am.  Dee.  189. 
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59.  Province  oi  Court  and  Jury. — In  actiQns  against  railroads  or 
gteamboat  companies  for  damages  to  property  by  communicated  fires 
as  in  actions  against  individuals  for  losses  thus  occasioned,  the  usual 
rule  applies  that  questions  of  law  are  for  the  court  and  questions 
of  fact  are  for  the  jury,  where  the  evidence  is  conflicting  or  is  such 
that  different  inferences  might  well  be  drawn  therefrom.**  The  jury 
must  determine  the  facts  in  Uie  case  from  testimony  given  by  witnesses, 
and  not  from  their  own  judgment  or  experience  or  knowledge,*** 
and  evidence  cannot  be  excluded  from  the  jury  because  it  is  shown 
to  be  either  inconsistent  or  inaccurate.  It  is  for  the  jury  to  deter- 
mine, in  view  of  all  the  testimony,  whether  the  witness  was  credible 
and  reliable.*  It  is  for  the  jury  to  say  whether  the  fire  occasioning 
the  loss  complained  of  was  communicated  from  the  engine  of  the 
defendant  if  there  is  any  evidence  from  which  the  inference  of  such 
origin  may  be  drawn,^  and  the  testimony  of  a  witness  that  he  had 
seen  the  engine  claimed  to  have  set  a  fire  on  dififerent  occasions  throw 
large  coals  should  not  be  taken  from  the  jury,  notwithstanding  he 
testifies  on  cross-examination  that  he  was  mistaken,  where  the  reason 
he  gives  for  his  mistake  is  unsatisfactory.*  On  the  other  hand,  it 
has  been  held  that  in  the  absence  of  any  testimony  going  to  show 
that  the  fire  was  communicated  in  the  operation  of  the  railroad,  it 
is  not  error  to  refuse  to  submit  to  the  jury  the  question  of  the  com- 
pany's liability.*  As  in  the  case  of  actions  against  individuals,  the 
question  of  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  defendant  proximately 
causing  the  loss  complained  of  is  one  of  mingled  law  and  fact,  to 
be  decided  as  a  question  of  law  by  the  court  when  the  facta  are 
undisputed  or  conclusively  proved,  but  it  is  not  to  be  withdrawn  from 
the  jury  when  the  facts  are  disputed  and  the  evidence  is  conflicting.* 
Thui  the  question  as  to  whether  or  not  the  railroad  company  has 
exeixiised  proper  care  and  skill  in  ^e  consteuction,  equipment,*  man- 

19.  Lehigh  Valley  R.  Co.  v.  McKeen,  3.  Van  Steuben  v.  Central  R.  Co., 
90  Pa.  St.  122,  35  Am.  Rep.  644.   See  178  Pa.  St  367,  35  Atl.  992,  34  L.R.A. 


20.  Burrows  v.  Delta  Transp.  Co.,  4.  Whitney  Mfg:  Co.  v.  Richmond, 
106  Mich.  582,  64  N.  W.  501, 29  L.R.A.  etc.,  R.  Co.,  38  S.  C.  365, 17  S.  E.  147, 
468.  ^  37  A.  S.  R."  767. 

1.  Dunning  v.  Maine  Cent.  R.  Co.,  5.  See  supra,  par.  15.  As  to  wheth- 
91  Me.  87,  39  Atl.  352,  64  A.  S.  R.  er  it  is  for  the  court  or  the  jury  to  de- 


2.  Kansas  City  Southern  R.  Co.  v.  when  the  plaintiff's  case  rests  solely 

Harris,  105  Ark.  374,  151  S.  W.  992,  upon  the  presumption  of  n^ligenee 

Ann.  Cas.  1914D  932;  Toledo,  etc.,  R.  arising  from  the  communication  of  fire, 

Co.  V.  Pindar,  53  111.  447,  5  Am.  Rep.  and  the  otherwise  uncontradicted  testi- 

157 ;  Clark  v.  Grand  Trunk  Western  R.  mony  of  the  defendant's  witnesBee  re- 

'Co.,  149  Mich.  400,  112  N.  W.  1121,  huts  the  prima  facie  case  thas  estab- 

12  Ann.  Cas.  559;  Philadelphia,  etc.,  lished,  see  supra,  par.  44. 

R.  Co.  V.  Hendrickson,  80  Pa.  St.  182,  6.  Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Darwin,  156 


Bupra,  par.  15. 


577. 
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termine   the   question   of  negligence 


21  Am.  Rep.  07. 
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agement  and  operation  of  its  engines  in  order  to  prevent  the  escape 
of  fire  therefrom,'  or  in  the  matter  of  keeping  its  right  of  way  free 
from  combustible  materials,  where  such  duty  is  not  imposed  by  stat- 
ute,* or  has  exercised  due  diligence  in  attempting  to  extinguish  fires 
starting  on  or  near  such  right  of  way  is  ordinarily  one  for  the  jury 
to  determine  where  the  evidence  is  conflicting  or  different  inferences 
may  well  be  drawn  therefrom.'  So  also  the  question  as  to  the  exist- 
ence of  negligence  on  the  port  of  the  plaintiff,  proximately  contribut- 
ing to  the  loss  complained  of,  where  such  negligence  is  a  defense  to 
actions  of  this  nature,  is  ordinarily  one  for  the  jury  under  proper 
instructions  from  the  court.**  As  has  already  been  seen  a  railroad 
company  may  be  liable  for  the  burning  of  property  placed  on  ita 
right  of  way  with  its  consent,^^  and  in  an  action  to  recover  dam* 
ages  for  the  destruction  of  property  so  placed  it  is  for  the  jury  to 
determine  whether  the  plaintiflF's  occupation  at  the  time  of  the  fire 
was  that  of  a  trespasser.** 

60.  Instructions. — With  regard  to  the  necessity,  propriety  and  suffi- 
ciency of  instructions  in  actions  against  railroads  for  loss^  by  fires 
communicated  in  the  operation  of  such  roads,  the  usual  rules  govern- 
ing civil  actions  generally  apply ;  as  to  the  impropriety  of  instruc- 
tions interfering  with  the  province  of  the  jury,^*  instructions  which 
though  abstractly  correct  are  not  based  upon  any  theory  raised  in 
the  case,**  or  assuming  facts  not  fairly  inferable  from  the  evi- 

94;  Toledo,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Pindar,  53  Union  R.  Co.,  23  Wis.  437,  99  Am.  Dec 
111.  447,  5  Am.  Rep.  57;  Jackson  v.  189. 

Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  31  la.  176,  7  Am.  8.  Ohio,  etc.,  R.  Co.  t.  Shanefelt,  47 
Rep.  120;  Burrows  v.  Delta  Transp.  111.  497,  96  Am.  Dec.  504;  Kesee  v. 
Co.,  106  Mich.  582,  64  N.  W.  501,  29  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  30  la.  78,  <  Am. 
L.R.A.  468;  Clark  r.  Grand  Trunk  Rep.  643;  CNeill  t.  New  York,  etc.. 
Western  R.  Co.,  149  Mich.  400,  llS  R.  Co.,  116  N.  Y.  579,  22  N.  E.  217, 
N.  W.  1121,  12  Ann.  Cas.  559;  Watt  5  L.R.A.  691;  Kellogg  r.  Chicago,  etc., 
T.  Nevada  Cent.  R.  Co.,  23  Nev.  154,  R.  Co.,  26  Wis.  223,  7  Am.  Rep.  69. 
44  Pae.  423,  46  Pac.  52,  726,  62  A.  S.  And  see  supra,  par.  23. 
R.  772;  Steinrreg  v.  Erie  Ry.,  43  N.  9.  Missouri  Pae.  R.  Co.  t.  Platzer, 
Y.  123,  3  Am.  Rep.  673.  73  Tex.  117,  11  8.  W.  160,  15  A.  S. 

7.  Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Darwin,  156  R.  771  and  note,  3  L.R.A.  639. 
Ala.  311,  47  So.  314,  130  A.  S.  R.  94;     10.  See  supra,  par.  15. 
Clark  T.  Orand  Tnmk  Western  R.  Co.,     11.  See  supra,  par.  29. 
149  Mich.  400, 112  N.  W.  1121, 12  Ann.     12.  L.  R.  MarUn  Timber  Go.  t. 
Cas.  659;  Hardy  v.  Hines  Bros.  Lnm-  Ozeat  Northern  R.  Co.,  123  Minn.  423, 
her  Co.,  160  N.  C.  113,  76  S.  E.  855,  144  N.  W.  145,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  496 
42  L.R.A.(N.S.)  769;  Frankford,  etc.,  and  note. 

Turnpike  Co.  v.  Philadelphia,  etc.,  R.  13.  See  goierally,  iHsranonovs. 
Co.,  54  Pa.  St.  345,  93  Am.  Dee.  708;  14.  Baltimore,  etc.,  R.  Co.  t.  Wood- 
Van  Steuben  t.  Central  R.  Co.,  178  Pa.  ruff,  4  Md.  242,  59  Am.  Dec.  72. 
St.  367,  35  Atl.  992,  34  L.R.A.  677;  16.  Jacksonville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Pen- 
Norfolk,  etc.,  R.  Co.  T.  Fritta,  103  Va.  insular  Land,  etc.,  Co.,  27  Fla.  1,  167, 
687,  49  S.  E.  971,  106  A.  S.  R.  911,  9  So.  661,  689,  17  LR.A.  33;  Metsgar 
68  LJLA.  864;  Martin  v.  Western  t.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  76  la.  387,  41 
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dence;  instructions  ignoring  an  established  doctrine  of  the  court; 
confusing,  misleading,  and  argumentative  instructions;^*  comments 
upon  the  testimony ;  ^*  and  the  propriety  of  refusing  an  instruction  not 
material  to  the  issues;*"  or  the  refusal  of  a  requested  instruction, 
when  one  given  by  the  court  at  its  own  instance  is  fully  as  favor- 
able to  the  complaining  party  as  the  one  refused.^  In  an  action 
against  a  railway  company  to  recover  damages  for  injury  to  the 
plaintiff's  property  resulting  from  a  fire  originating  on  the  defend- 
ant's right  of  way,  where  the  plaintiflF's  action  is  based  upon  the 
defendant's  failure  to  comply  with  a  statute  requiring  it  to  keep  its 
right  of  way  free  from  combustible  matter,  the  court  should  explain 
to  the  jury  the  meaning  of  the  term  "right  of  way,"  and  an  instruc- 
tion is  erroneous  which  is  calculated  to  leave  the  impression  that  any 
^ace  wherein  the  trees  have  been  cut  by  the  defendant,  under  a  stat- 
ute empowering  it  to  fell  trees  standing  within  a  specified  distance  of 
either  side  of  its  right  of  way  for  the  protection  of  its  line,  may  be 
treated  as  being  included  within  the  right  of  way.*  Where  a  special 
verdict  is  demanded  it  is  improper  to  instruct  the  jury  generally 
concerning  the  law  of  the  case ;  but  instructions  concerning  the  nature 
of  the  action,  the  issues,  the  form  of  verdicts,  and  the  general  duties 
of  the  jury  are  proper.'  Actions  of  the  kind  now  under  consideration 
form  no  exception  to  the  general  rule  that  a  judgment  will  not  be 
reversed  for  error  in  giving  or  in  refusing  to  give  instructions,  if  the 
verdict  is  manifestly  right.^  Thus,  for  instance,  when  the  controlling 
issue  in  a  case  is  whether  or  not  the  Bre  complained  of  originated 
from  sparks  emitted  by  a  particular  railroad  locomotive,  and  the  evi- 
dence shows.clearly  that  it  did  not  so  originate,  and  consequently  that 
the  defendant  is  not  liable,  instructions  based  upon  tiie  hypothesis 
of  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  as  causing  the  loss,  though 


N.  W.  49,  14  A.  S.  R.  224;  Missouri 
Pac.  R.  Co.  V.  Platzer,  73  Ttau  117, 
11  S.  W.  160, 15  A.  S.  B.  771  and  note, 
3  L.R.A.  639. 

16.  Baltimore,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Wood- 
raff,  4  Md.  242,  59  Am.  Dee.  72  and 
note. 

17.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Simon- 
son,  54  III.  504,  5  Am.  Rep.  155. 

18.  Florida  East  Coast  R.  Co.  v. 
Welch,  53  Fla.  146,  44  So.  250,  12 
Ann.  Cas.  210. 

19.  Burrows  t.  Delta  Transp.  Co., 
106  Mich.  582,  64  N.  W.  501,  29  L.R.A. 
468. 

20.  New  York,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Roper, 
m  Ind.  497,  96  N.  E.  468,  36  L.R.A. 
iK.S.)  952. 

B.  C.  L.  Vol.  XI.— 64.  1( 


1.  Jacksonville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Pen- 
insular Land,  etc.,  Co.,  27  Fla.  1,  157, 
9  So.  661,  689,  17  L.R.A.  33;  Florida 
East  Coast  R.  Co.  v.  Welch,  53  Fla. 
145,  44  So.  250,  12  Ann.  Caa.  210; 
New  York,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Roper,  176 
Ind.  497.  96  N.  E.  468,  36  LJI.A. 
(N.S.)  952. 

2.  Red  Mountain  R.  Co.  v.  Blue,  39 
Can.  Sup.  Ct.  390,  9  Ann.  Cas.  949. 

3.  Louisville,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Hart, 
119  Ind.  273,  21  N.  E.  753,  4  L.R.A. 
549. 

4.  Bernard  v.  Richmond,  etc.,  R.  Co., 
85  Va.  792,  8  S.  E.  785,  17  A.  S.  R. 
103.  See  generally,  Appbil  and  Eb- 
ROB,  voL  2,  p.  266  et  seq. 
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not  authorized  by  the  evidence,  will  not  require  a  reversal  of  the 
judgment  when  Uie  verdict  is  manifestly  right' 

IIL  LZABIUTT  FOB  IktEBFBBBKCE  WITH  EzTINOUISHMEKT  OF  FiBES 

61.  In  General. — The  law  is  now  generally  established  that  the 
maxim  sic  utere  tuo  ut  alienum  non  Isedas  is  applicable  to  a  railroad 
or  street  railway  company  interfering  with  firemen  engaged  in  extin- 
guishing fire,  the  courts  holding  that  if  a  railroad  company  by  a 
negligent  or  wrongful  use  of  its  property  obstructs  or  interferes  with 
those  engaged  in  fighting  fire,  it  is  liable  for  any  damage  which  mi^ht 
have  been  prevented  but  for  such  obstruction  or  interference.'  The 
question  of  negligence  in  such  cases  is  to  be  determined  with  reference 
to  the  principle  of  ordinary  care  and  prudence,  taking  into  consider- 
ation the  circumstances  of  the  emergency  and  the  means  which  the 
servants  of  the  company  had  of  knowing  the  probable  consequences 
of  their  conduct.'  Thus  it  has  been  held  that  where  a  railway  track 
is  laid  across  a  traveled  public  street  in  a  city,  a  duty  arises  on  the 
part  of  the  railway  company  using  it  to  exercise  ordinary  care  to 
discover  and  avoid  injury  to  persons  or  property  rightfully  on  such 
crossing,  so  that  where  a  fire  hose  laid  by  the  fire  department  of  such 
city  across  the  crossing  to  extinguish  a  fire  is  cut  by  the  railway's  run- 
ning its  locomotive  over  it,  thereby  interrupting  the  effort  to  extin- 
guish the  fire  and  catmng  destruction  of  the  property,  it  is  not  neces- 
sary for  the  owner  thereof,  in  order  to  recover  damages  for  the  loss, 
to  plead  ^d  prove  wanton  negligence  of  the  railway  company  in 
cutting  the  hose,  or  prove  that  the  person  operating  the  locomotive 
had  actual  knowledge  of  its  presence  on  the  crossing.  It  is  sufficient 
to  prove  that  the  failure  of  the  railway  company  to  use  ordinary 
care  caused  the  cutting  of  the  hose  and  resulted  in  the  destruction 

6.  Inman  v.  EibertoD  Air-Line  R.  Ado.  Cas.  559  and  note;  Erick- 
Co.,  90  Ga.  663,  16  S.  E.  968,  35  A.  son  v.  Great  Northern  R.  Co.,  117 
A.  S.  232.  Minn.  348,  135  N.  W.  U29,  Ann. 

6.  American  Sheet,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Pitts-  Cas.  1913D  763  and  note,  39  L.R.A. 
burg,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  143  Fed.  789,  75  C.  (N.S.)  237  and  note;  Bodkin  v. 
C.  A.  47,  6  Ann.  Cas.  626  and  note,  12  Great  Northern  R.  Co.,  124  Minn.  219, 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  382;  Little  Rock  Trae-  144  N.  W.  937,  Ann.  Cas.  1915B  705 
tioD,  etc.,  Co.  V.  McCaskill,  75  Ark.  and  note. 

133,  86  S.  W.-997,  112  A.  S.  R.  48,  Notes:  36  A.  S.  R.  827;  12  L.R.A. 
70  L.R.A.  680;  Houren  v.  Chicago,  (N.S.)  382  ;  20  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1110;  6 
etc.,  R.  Co.,  230  111.  620,  86  N.  E.  611,  Ann.  Cas.  630;  12  Ann.  Cas.  562. 
127A.  S.R.309,20  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1110  7.  Erickson  v.  Great  Northern  R. 
and  note;  Cleveland,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Co.,  117  Minn.  348,  135  N.  W.  1129, 
Tauer,  176  Ind.  621,  96  N.  E.  758,  39  Ann.  Cas.  1913D  763  and  note,  39 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  20  and  note;  Clark  v.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  237. 
Grand  Trunk  Western  R.  Co.,  149  Notes:  6  Ann.  Cas.  630;  Ann.  Cas. 
Mich.   400,  112   N.   W.   U21,  12  1913D  766.  See  generaUy  Negligemcb. 
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of  the  property.'  There  are  a  number  of  decisions  to  the  effect  that 

the  violation  by  a  railroad  company  of  a  statute  forbidding  the  obstruc- 
tion of  street  crossings  in  cities  is  negligence,  as  matter  of  law,  as 
against  the  owner  of  a  house  destroyed  by  fire,  because  of  failure  of 
the  iire  department,  whose  progress  was  interfered  with  by  the  obstruc- 
tion, to  reach  it  in  time  to  extinguish  the  fire.' 

62.  Application  of  Doctrine  of  Proximate  Cause. — ^In  actions  against 
railroad  or  street  railway  companies  for  damages  to  property  caused 
by  their  interference  with  those  engaged  in  extingui^ing  a  fire,  the 
usual  rule  in  actions  for  negligent  injuries  generally  applies,  and  in 
order  to  impose  liability  on  the  defendant  it  must  appear  that  its 
negligence  was  the  proximate  cause  of  the  loss  complained  of."  Thus, 
though  there  are  decisions  to  the  contrary,'^  the  great  weight  of 
authority  is  to  the  effect  that  if  a  railroad  or  street  railway,  through 
its  employees,  should  in  any  manner,  by  cutting  fire  hose,  disabling 
the  fire  engine,  or  the  like,  stop  the  stream  of  water  by  reason  of 
which  act  property  is  destroyed,  it  would  be  liable,  because  the  dam- 
ages are  the  direct  and  proximate  result  of  its  act.**  So  interference 
by  maintaining  a  train  on  the  track  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fire,  thus 
preventing  the  carrying  of  hose  across  the  track,  has  been  held  to  be 
the  proximate  cause  of  loss  by  fire,^'  as  has  the  delaying  of  the  fire 
department  by  permitting  a  train  to  stand  on  a  street  crossing,^*  and 
it  has  been  held  that  a  railroad  company  cannot  avoid  liability  for 
loss  of  a  building  by  fire  on  account  of  its  delaying  the  fire  department 

8.  Erickso'n  v.  Great  Northern  R.  A.  S.  R.  U4,  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  184; 
Co.,  U7  Minn.  348,  135  N.  W.  1129,  Little  Rock  Traction,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Mc- 
Ann.  Gas.  1913D  763  and  note;  39  CaskUl,  75  Aric.  133,  86  S.  W.  997, 112 
LJt.A.(N.S.)  237  and  note  (disapprov-  A.  S.  R.  48,  70  L.R.A.  680;  Honren 
ing  the  holding  in  Clark  v.  Grand  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  236  III.  620, 
Trunk  Western  R.  Co.,  149  Mich.  400,  86  N.  E.  611,  127  A.-  S.  R.  309,  20 
112N."W.  1121,12  Ann.  Cas.  559).      Ljl.A.(N.S.)  UIO  and  note;  Bosch 

9.  Houren  v.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  v.  Burlington,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  44  la.  402, 
236  111.  620,  86  N.  E.  611, 127  A.  S.  R.  24  Am.  Rep.  754;  Metallic  Compres- 
309,  20  L.R.A.{N.S.)  110;  Cleveland,  sion  Casting  Co.  v.  Fitchburg  R.  Co., 
ete.,  R.  Co.  v.  Tauer,  176  Znd.  621,  96  109  Mass.  277, 12  Am.  Rep.  689;  Oark 
N.  E.  758,  39  L.R.A.(N.8.)  20.  v.  Grand  Trunk  Western  R.  Co.,  149 

10.  Cleveland,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Taner,  Mich.  400,  112  N,  W.  1121,  12  Ann. 
176  Ind.  621,  96  N.  E.  758,  39  L.R.A.  Cas.  559  and  note;  Erickson  v.  Great 
(N.S.)  20;  Bosch  v.  Burlington,  etc.,  Northern  R.  Co.,  117  Minn.  348,  135 
R.  Co.,  44  la.  402,  24  Am.  Rep.  754;  N.  W,  1129,  Ann.  Cas.  1913D  763  and 
Clark  V.  Grand  Trunk  Western  R.  Co.,  note,  39  L.R.A.(N.S.)  237. 

149  Mich.  400,  112  N.  W.  1121,  12     Note:  64  L.R.A.  94,  95. 

Ann.  Cas.  559  and  note.  13.  American   Sheet,  etc.,   Co.  v. 

Note:  52  Am.  Rep.  162.  See  gener-  Pittsburgh,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  143  Fed.  789. 
ally  Negligence;  Proximate  Causb.    75  C.  C.  A.  47,  6  Ann.  Caa.  626,  12 

11.  Notes:  64  L.R.A.  95;  6  Ann.  Cas.  LJl.A.(N.S.)  382. 

631.  14.  Cleveland,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Tauer, 

12.  Lonisville,  etc.,  R.  Co,  t.  176  Ind.  621,  96  N.  B.  758,  39  L.R.A. 
Beroggs,  161  Ala.  97,  49  So.  399,  135  (N.S.)  20. 
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by  maintaining  a  train  across  the  street  because  the  policemen  might 
have  cleared  the  crossing.^'  So  also  a  declaration  has  been  held  good 
on  demurrer  where  it  Sieged  that  firemen  were  prevented  and  de- 
terred from  extinguishing  a  fire  in  plaintiff's  buildings,  by  reason  of 
the  close  proximity  thereto  of  a  carload  of  powder  on  defendant's 
tracks,  which  it  had  failed  to  remove  upon  the  breaking  out  of 
the  fire,  which  might  have  been  extinguished  had  it  not  been  for 
the  great  peril  and  imminent  danger  to  life  and  limb  to  which  the 
firemen  were  thereby  exposed.'*  On  the  other  hand  where  it  was 
alleged  that  the  defendant  railway  company  had  taken  possession 
of  a  public  street  between  the  plaintiff's  property  and  a  river,  and 
had  filled  in  the  river  so  as  to  obstruct  access  thereto,  and  greatly  to 
increase  the  distance  therefrom  to  the  plaintiff's  property;  that  the 
defendant  had  placed  tracks  and  buildings  on  the  street  and  land 
thus  formed ;  and  that,  by  reason  of  such  obstructions,  it  was  impos- 
sible for  the  fire  department  to  reach  the  river  with  its  apparatus,  or 
to  lay  hose  therefrom  to  the  plaintiff's  property  so  as  to  extinguish 
a  fire  therein ;  and  that,  but  for  such  obstruction,  plaintiff's  property 
would  not  have  been  destroyed — it  was  held  that  the  defendant's  acts 
were  not  the  proximate  cause  of  the  plaintiff's  loss,  and  that  a  demur- 
rer to  the  complaint  was  properly  sustained,*' 

63.  Character  of  Interference  as  Active  or  Passive. — In  a  few 
instances  the  courts  in  determining  the  liability  of  railroads  for  inter- 
ference with  the  extinguishment  of  fjres  have  attempted  to  distinguish 
between  an  active  and  a  passive  use  of  the  defendant's  trains,  and 
while  conceding  the  liability  of  a  railroad  company  for  \nlfuUy  or 
negligently  running  its  train  over  hose  laid  acrres  its  ir&ck,  since 
this  would  be  an  active  use  of  one's  property  in  violation  of  the 
maxim  sic  utere  tuo  ut  alienum  non  Isedas,  have  held  that  if  the 
defendant's  train  of  cars  was  already  rightfully  standing  on  its  tracks 
between  a  hydrant  and  the  plaintiff's  burning  house,  and  the  defend- 
ant merely  failed  or  refused  promptly  to  move  its  train  out  of  the 
way,  when  requested  to  do  so,  in  order  that  the  hose  might  be  laid 
across  its  tracks,  there  would  be  no  case  for  the  application  of  the 
above-quoted  le&cal  maxim.  In  the  latter  instance  the  use  would  be 
merely  passive.** 

64.  Contributory  Negligence  as  Affecting  laability. — Since,  as  has 
been  seen,  negligence  is  the  gist  of  the  liability  of  a  railroad  or  street 

railway  company  for  losses  due  to  its  interference  with  the  extinguish- 
ment of  a  fire,  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  proximately 

15.  Houren  t.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  44  la.  402,  24  Am.  Rep.  754. 

236  III.  620,  86  N.  E.  611,  127  A.  S.  18.  LouisviUe,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v,  Semggs, 

R.  309,  20  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1110.  161  Ala.  97,  49  So.  399,  135  A.  S.  R. 

16.  Note:  12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  383.  114,  23  L.R.A.(N.S.)  184  (bat  see  dia- 

17.  Bosch  V.  Burlington,  ete.,  R.  Co.,  senting  opinion  in  tibis  ease). 
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coDtributing  to  his  loss  will  be  a  defense  as  in  the  case  of  actions  for 
negligent  injuries  generally.^*  The  firemen  of  a  fire  department  in 
a  city  are  not  however  the  servants  or  agents  of  the  person  whose 
property  they  attempt  to  save  from  fire,  so  that  their  negligence  in 
failing  to  take  the  proper  coarse  in  the  extinguishment  of  the  fire 
avails  one  who  by  a  negligent  act  cut  off  the  water  supply  by  which 
the  fire  was  being  successfully  subdued,  and  thereby  proximately 
caused  the  destruction  of  the  property.** 

65.  Pleading. — While,  as  has  been  seen,  the  negligent  interference 
by  a  railroad  company  with  the  extinguishment  of  a  fire  must  have 
been  the  proximate  cause  of  the  loss  complained  of,^  it  has  been  held 
that  a  complaint,  to  hold  a  railroad  company  liable  for  injury  to 
private  property  by  fire  because  of  its  unlawful  obstruction  of  a  high- 
way crossing  to  the  delay  of  the  fire  apparatus,  is  not  demurrable  for 
failure  to  show  that  the  wrong  was  the  proximate  cause  of  the  loss, 
if  the  facts  alleged  do  not  show  as  a  necessary  inference  that  such 
was  not  the  fact.'  The  rule  obtaining  in  some  jurisdictions  that 
the  plaintiff  in  an  action  for  negligent  injuries  must  negative  con- 
tributory negligence  on  his  own  part  as  well  as  charge  negligence  on 
the  part  of  the  defendant,'  applies  to  actions  against  a  railroad  for 
interference  with  the  extinguishment  of  a  fire,  and  a  complaint,  to 
hold  a  railroad  company  liable  for  injury  to  property  by  fire  because 
of  its  wrongful  obstruction  of  a  highway  crossing  so  as  to  delay  the 
fire  apparatus,  is  insufficient  if  it  does  not  show  freedom  from  negli- 
gence on  the  part  of  complainant,  bringing  about  the  fire,  or  contribut- 
ing to  its  spread,  or  in  removing  goo^  for  which  purposes  a  general 
allegation  that  the  loss  was  the  proximate  result  of  defendant's  acts 
is  not  sufficient.* 

19.  Cleveland,  eto.,  B.  Co.  v.  Taner,     1.  See  supra,  par.  62. 

176  Ind.  621,  96  N.  R.  768,  39  L.RA.  2.  ClevelaDd,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Tauer, 
(N.S.)    20.    See  generaUy,  N&QU-  176  Ind.  621,  96  N.  E.  758,  39  LJtA. 

flENCB.  (N.S.)  20. 

20.  Erickson  t.  Great  Northern  R.      3.  See  supra,  par.  12. 

Co.,  117  Minn.  348,  135  N.  W.  1129,  4.  Cleveland,  etc.,  R.  Co.  t.  Taner, 
Ann.  Cas.  1913D  763, 39  UBjL(N.8.)   176  Ind.  621,  96  N.  Ei.  758,  39  hMM 
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1.  Scope  of  Article. — ^This  article  is  intended  to  cover  the  law  per- 
taining to  the  relation  between  man  and  that  part  of  animate  life 
commonly  classified  as  "fish,"  and  to  treat  of  the  nature  and  kinds 
of  piscatorial  rights,  the  acquisition  and  incidents  of  rights  to  fish 
in  public  or  private  waters,  and  the  governmental  regulation  of  fish 
and  fisheries.  The  term  "fish"  is  construed  to  include  the  different 
kinds  of  shellfish,^  such  as  oysters,  clams  and  lobsters,  and  hence 
the  law  pertaining  to  these  creatures  is  discussed  in  this  article.  The 
law  relating  to  the  waters  is  treated  in  another  article,'  as  is  the 
law  concerning  land  animals.* 

2,  Property  in  Fish. — Fish  are  classified  in  the  law,  largely  per- 
haps because  of  their  migratory  characteristics  and  want  of  a  fixed 
habitat,  as  animals  ferae  naturae.  Their  ownership,  while  they  are 
in  a  state  of  freedom,  is  in  the  state,  not  as  a  proprietor,  but  in  its 
sovereign  capacity  as  the  repiesentative  and  for  the  benefit  of  all 

1.  Note:  60  L.K.A.  616,  S.  See  Ahiiuls,  vol.  1,  p.  1065; 


VL  Regulation  of  Fishing 


I.  Introduotobt 


2.  See  Waters. 


Gaub  Laws. 
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its  people  in  common;  in  other  words,  the  riglit  of  property  in  fish, 
'80  far  as  can  be  asserted  before  they  are  taken  and  reduced  to 
possession,  is  common  to  all  the  people  and  cannot  be  claimed  by 
any  particular  individuals.*  Upon  this  fact  of  public  ownership 
rests  to  a  large  extent  the  governmental  power  of  regulation  of  fish- 
ing." As  soon,  however,  as  fish  are  reduced  to  the  possession  of  a 
fisherman,  they  are  no  longer  the  public  property  of  the  state,  but 
their  ownership  passes  to  the  possessor*  He  need  not  necessarily 
withdraw  the  fish  from  the  water  in  order  for  his  private  ownership 
to  attach,  and  if  he  incloses  fish  in  a  net  from  which  he  may  take 
them  at  his  pleasure,  and  it  is  practically  but  not  absolutely  impos- 
sible for  them  to  escape,  he  acquires  a  title  in  them.*  But  it  haa 
been  held  that  the  extension  of  a  wire  fence  across  the  mouth  of  a 
public  tidewater  cove  so  as  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  fish  therein, 
is  not  such  a  reduction  to  possession  that  private  ownership  of  such 
fish  results.®  The  title  acquired  by  the  capture  of  a  fish  is  condi- 
tional upon  the  continuance  of  actual  possession;  the  instant  the 
fish  escapes  from  its  captor,  his  title  is  gone  and  the  ownership  of 
the  state  is  resumed.*  Fish  not  in  the  possession  of  a  private  per- 
son are  not  subjects  of  larceny;  but  when  reduced  to  private  owner- 
ship, they  are  property  and  subject  to  larceny  the  same  as  other 
personal  property.*® 

3.  Ownership  of  Fish  in  Private  Waters. — ^The  sovereign  owner- 
ship of  fish  in  a  state  of  freedom  does  not  depend  on  the  right  of 


4.  McCready  v.  Virginia,  94  U.  S.  kell,  84  Vt.  429,  79  Atl.  852,  34  L.R.A. 

391,  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  248;  State  v.  (N.S.)  286;  State  v.  Southern  Coal  & 

Mallory,  73  Ark.  236,  83  S.  W.  955,  3  Transportation  Co.,  71  W.  Va.  470, 

Ann.  Cas.  852,  67  L.R.A.  773;  People  76  S.  E.  970,  43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  401. 

V.  Truckee  Lumber  Co.,  116  Cal.  397,  Notes:  131  A.  S.  R.  751;  60  L.R.A. 

48  Pac.  374,  58  A.  S.  R.  183,  39  481,  511. 

L.R.A.  581;  Ex  parte  Bailey,  155  Cal.  5.  See  infra,  par.  28. 

472,  101  Pac.  441, 132  A.  S.  R.  95,  31  6.  Spring  Valley  Water- Works  v. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  534;  Parker  v.  People,  Schottler,  110  U.  S.  347,  4  S.  Ct.  48, 

111  lU.  581,  53  Am.  Rep.  643;  People  28  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  173;  Sollere  v.  SoU- 

V.  Bridges,  142  III.  30,  31  N.  E.  115, 16  ers,  77  Md.  148,  26  Atl.  188,  39  A.  S. 

L.R.A.  684;  State  v.  Snowman,  94  Me.  R.  404,  20  L.R.A.  94. 

99,  46  Atl.  815,  80  A.  S.  R.  380,  50  7.  State  v.  Shaw,  67  Ohio  167,  65  N. 

L.R.A.  544  ;  6z  parte  Fritz,  86  Miaa.  E.  875,  60  L.R.A.  481  and  note. 

210,  38  So.  722,  109  A.  S.  R.  700;  Note :  131  A.  S.  R.  752. 

State  T.  Hill,  98  Miss.  142,  53  So.  8.  Sollers  v.  SoUera,  77  l^d.  148,  26 

411,  81  L.R.A.(N.S.)  490;  State  v.  Atl.  188,  39  A.  S.  R.  404,  20  hJR^ 

Hanlon,  77  Ohio  19,  82  N.  E.  662, 122  94. 

A.  S.  R.  472,  13  L.R.A.(N.S.)  539  ;  9.  SoUera  t.  Sollers,  77  Md.  148,  26 

Peters  v.  State,  96  Tenn.  682,  36  8.  AU.  188,  39  A.  S.  R.  404,  20  L.R^ 

W.  399,  33  L.RJL.  114;  Acklen  v.  94. 

Thompson,  122  Tenn.  43,  126  S.  W.  Note:  131  A.  S.  R.  752. 

730, 135  A.  S.  R.  851;  State  v.  Then-  10.  State  v.  Shaw,  67  Ohio  157,  65 

anlt,  70  Vt.  617,  41  Atl.  1030,  67  A.  S.  N.  E.  875,  60  L.RJL.  481. 

R.  695,  43  L.RX  290;  State  v.  Has-  Note:  131  A.  S.  R.  752,  76S. 
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the  public  to  take  the  fish.  In  private  inlaDd  waters,  though  the 
owner  of  the  premisea  has  an  exclusive  right  to  fish,  nevertheless 
the  fish  until  reduced  to  the  possession  of  such  owner  remain  the 

property  of  the  people  of  the  state.**  It  is,  perhaps,  true  that  if  the 
boundaries  of  a  single  owner  comprehend  the  entire  surface  of  an 
inland  pond  and  if  there  are  no  means  of  passa^  by  which  fish  can 
migrate  to  the  waters  of  other  owners,  such  single  owner  will  be  deemed 
the  proprietor  of  the  fish  as  well  as  of  the  fishing  rights  in  the  pond." 
But  if  it  is  possible  for  the  fish  to  go  to  waters  of  an  adjoining  owner, 
the  private  ownership  of  the  piscatorial  rights  at  a  given  point  gov- 
erns no  ownership  of  the  fish,  and  does  not  justify  one  owner  in 
obstructing  their  migration  to  the  fishing  place  of  another."  Even 
fish  which  a  person  has  propagated  and  maintained  cannot  be  claimed 
by  him  as  his  property  if  he  pfflrmits  them  to  run  in  an  open  unin- 
closed  stream.**  And  the  owner  of  an  inland  bayou  has  no  title 
to  the  fish  that  enter  such  water,  though  at  certain  seasons  of  the 
year  the  water  subsides  so  that  there  is  no  connection  between  the 
bayou  and  other  waters.*^  A  riparian  owner  along  a  non-navigable 
stream,  though  he  has  a  cause  of  action  against  one  who  injures  bis 
fishing  rights  in  the  stream,  cannot  maintain  an  action  for  injury 
to  the  fish  as  distinguished  from  the  fishery.*' 

4.  Shellfish^The  difi'erence  between  the  locomotive  powers  of 
swimming  fish  and  shellfish,  such  as  oysters  and  clams,  justifies 
the  law  in  making  a  distinction  as  to  their  ownership.  In  their 
natural  state,  clams  and  oysters,  like  swimming  fish,  are  classified 
as  ferae  naturae,  and  their  ownership  is  vested  in  the  state  in  its 
sovereign  capacity.*'   But  oysters  and  clams  which  are  planted  where 

11.  Hodges  T.  Pine  Product  Co.,  135  116  Cal.  397,  48  Pac.  374,  58  A.  S.  R. 
Ga.  134,  68  S.  E.  1107,  21  Ann.  Cas.  183,  39  L.R.A.  581;  Parker  v.  People, 
1052,  33  L.R.A.(N.S.)  74;  Parker  v.  Ill  lU.  581,  53  Am.  Rep.  643;  Com. 
People,  111  111.  581,  53  Am.  Rep.  643  ^  v.  Chapin,  5  Pick.  (Mass.)  199, 16  Am. 
People  V.  Bridges,  142  111.  30,  31  N.  E.  Dec.  386;  State  v.  Theriault,  70  Vt. 
115,  16  L.R.A.  684;  Sehulte  v.  War-  617,  41  All.  1030,  67  A.  S.  R.  695,  43 
ren,  218  III.  108,  75  N.  E.  783,  13  L.R.A.  290;  State  v.  Haskell,  84  Vt 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  745;  Ex  parte  Fritz,  86  429,  79  Atl.  852,  34  L.R.A.(N.S.)  286. 
Miss.  210,  38  So.  722,  109  A.  S.  R.  Notes:  131  A.  S.  R.  751;  60  LM^. 
700;  State  v.  Theriault,  70  Vt..  617,  507. 

41  Atl.  1030,  67  A.  S.  R:  695,  43  14.  Note:  131  A.  S.  R.  751. 

L.R.A.  290;  State  v.  Haskell,  84  Vt.  15.  People  v.  Bridges,  142  111.  30, 

429,  79  At!.  852,  34  L.R.A.(N.S.)  286;  31  N.  E.  U5,  16  L.R.A.  684. 

State  V.  Southern  Coal  &  Transporta-  16,  Hodges  v.  Pine  Product  Co.,  136 

tion  Co.,  71  W.  Va.  470,  76  S.  E.  970,  Ga.  134,  68  S.  E.  1107,  2J  Ann.  Caa. 

43  L.R.A.  (N.S.)  401.  1052,  33  L.R.A.(N.S.)  74. 

Notes:  131  A.  S.  R.  751;  60  L.R.A.  17.  State  v.  Harrub,  95  Ala.  176, 10 

512;  Ann.  Cas.  1914B  548.               .  So.  752,  36  A.  S.  B.  195,  15  L.R.A. 

12.  Notes:  131  A.  S.  R.  752  ;  60  761;  Bradshaw  v.  Lankford,  73  Md. 
L.R.A.  512.  See  also  infra,  par.  31.  428,  21  Atl.  66,  25  A.  S.  R.  602,  H 

13.  People  V.  Tmekee  Lumber  Co.,  L.R.A.  582;  Stote  t.  Taylor,  27  N.  J. 
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ihey  do  not  naturally  grow,  and  the  location  of  which  is  marked  by 
posts  or  otherwise,  partake  rather  of  the  nature  of  ferae  domitae  and 
are  the  subjects  of  private  ownership  though  their  owner  has  no  greater 
actual  possession  than  is  evidenced  by  their  planting  and  staking.*' 
It  does  not  destroy  the  planter's  right  of  ownership  that  the  soil  is 
in  the  state  and  the  people  have  a  common  right  of  fishery  in  the 
waters  where  his  shellfish  are  planted.  He  is  not  deemed  to  have 
abandoned  bis  property,  and,  though  he  acts  beyond  his  rights  in 
planting  his  shellfish  in  public  waters,  he  does  not  thereby  forfeit 
such  property.**  Oysters  or  clams  under  natural  cultivation,  where 
the  beds  are  marked  with  posts  or  other  insignia  of  private  posses- 
sion, may  be  the  subjects  of  larceny,-®  and  if  one  injures  Or  converts 
such  shellfish  he  is  liable  to  respond  in  damages.*  A  sufincient 
title  to  maintain  an  action  for  injury  to  oysters  or  clams  is  shown 
by  evidence  that  the  plaintiff  was  in  possession  under  a  claim  of 
right  not  disputed  by  any  one  claiming  to  have  a  better  or  other 
title  to  them.*  The  owner's  right  to  the  shellfish  is,  however,  more 
fully  secured  when  he  acquires  the  ownership  or  a  lease  or  the  right 
to  the  use  of  the  soil  where  they  are  planted,'  and  in  such  a  case 
he  is  the  absolute  owner  of  the  shellfish,  whether  it  is  a  natural  bed 
or  one  under  cultivation,  subject,  of  course,  to  the  governmental 
power  of  regulation  *  Tenants  in  common  of  a  natural  oyster  bed 
have  an  equal  right  to  enter  thereon  and  to  remove  natural  oysters; 
and  one  tenant  cannot,  by  draining  it  and  scattering  a  few  seed 
oysters  over  it,  deprive  his  cotenants  of  the  right  to  take  natural 

L.  117,  72  Am.  Pec.  347;  People  v.  Note:  11  L.R.A.  583. 

Morrison,  194  N.  Y.  175,  86  N.  E.  1120,  20.  State  v.  Taylor,  27  N.  J.  L.  117, 

128  A.  S.  R.  552.  72  Am.  Dec.  347;  People  v.  Morrison, 

Lobsters  are  animals  ferae  naturft  194  N.  Y.  175,  86  N.  E.  1120,  128  A. 

and  those  which  inhabit  the  public  S.  R.  552. 

waters  of  the  state  are  the  common  Note:  131  A.  S.  R.  752,  765. 

property  of  the  people  of  the  state  1.  Metzger  v.  Post,  44  N.  J.  L.  74, 

until  caught,  and  then  they  belong  to  43  Am.  Rep.  341;  People  v.  Morrison, 

the  captor.   State  v.  Koanes,  33  R.  I.  194  N.  Y.  175,  86  N.  E.  1120, 128  A.  S. 

211,  80  Atl.  432,  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  1120.  R.  552;  Payne  v.  Providence  Gas  Co., 

Note:  60  L.R.A.  516.  31  R.  1.  295,  77  Atl.  145,  Ann.  Cas. 

And  see  supra,  par.  2.  1912B  65.    Compare  Arnold  v.  Muu- 

18.  State  v.  Taylor,  27  N.  J.  L.  U7,  dy,  6  N.  J.  U  1, 10  Am.  Dec.  356. 
72  Am.  Dee.  347;  People  v.  Morrison,  Note:  60  L.R.A.  620,  521. 

194  N.  Y.  175,  86  N.  E.  1120,  128  A.  2.  Payne  v.  Providence  Gas  Co.,  31 

8.  R.  652.  R.  I.  295,  77  Atl.  146,  Ann.  Gas. 

Notes:  8  L.R.A.  448  ;  60  L.RA..  520.  1912B  65. 

19.  State  V.  Taylor,  27  N.  J.  L.  117,  8.  Phippa  v.  State,  22  Md.  380,  85 

72  Am.  Dec.  347;  Metzger  v.  Post,  44  Am.  Dec.  654. 

N.  J.  L.  74,  43  Am.  Rep.  341;  Pa^Tie  Note:  60  L.R.A.  518. 

V.  Providence  Gas  Co.,  31  R.  I.  295,  See  also  infra,  par.  11. 

77  Atl.  145,  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  65.  4.  See  infra,  par.  44. 

1018 


Digitized  by  Google 


U  B.  C.  L.  FI8H  AND  FISHEBIES  H  %  9 

oysters  therefrom,  though  in  so  doing  the  planted  oysters  will  be 
disturbed  to  some  extent.* 

II.  Nature  and  Kinds  of  Fishebies 

5.  Kinds  of  Fisheries. — Generally  speaking,  the  term  "fishery" 
denotes  a  place  for  fishing.  In  a  legal  sense,  however,  it  has  a  broader 
significance,  and  may  be  defined  as  the  right  to  employ  within  a 
particular  stretch  of  water  lawful  means  for  the  taking  of  fish  which 
may  be  found  there.  It  is  to  be  distinguished  from  a  fishing  place 
or  the  right  to  use  a  particular  shore  or  beach  as  the  basis  for  carry- 
ing on  the  business;  the  latter  being  v^ited  in  the  shore  owner  and 
entirely  distinct  from  the  right  to  take  fish  from  the  water.*  In 
describing  the  different  kinds  of  fisheries,  the  words  "several,"  "exclu- 
sive," "common,"  and  "free"  are  used.  A  several  fishery  is  an 
exclusive  right  to  fish  in  a  given  place,  either  with  or  without  the 
property  in  the  soil  at  such  place,'  and  no  peraon  other  than  the 
owner  of  the  fishery  can  lawfully  take  fish  at  such  place.*  No  dis- 
tinction is  to  be  drawn  between  a  several  and  an  exclusive  fishery. 
In  earlier  times  the  word  "several"  was  used  to  denote  the  right, 
but  in  later  years  "exclusive"  has  become  a  more  popular  term  for 
describing  the  right.  A  common  fishery  is  distinguished  from  a 
several  or  exclusive  fishery  by  the  number  of  persons  who  have  a 
right  to  resort  to  the  place  for  fishing;  a  common  fishery  is  not 
exclusive  to  one,  but  is  open  to  a  number  of  persons,  generally  to 
the  public.  Attempts  have  been  made  to  distinguish  between  a  free 
fishery  and  a  common  fishery,  but  not  with  marked  success,  and 
they  are  usually  considered  equivalent  rights.* 

6.  Fishery  as  Property  Right. — The  right  to  fish  at  a  certain 
place  is  a  property  right,^**  constitutionally  protected  from  confisca- 
tory legislation,**  and  is  not  a  mere  privilege  or  immunity.**  It 
is  not  personal  property  but  is  an  interest  in  real  estate  in  the  nature 
of  an  incorporeal  hereditament.**   As  such,  the  right  is  one  which 

6.  Mott  V.  Underwood,  148  N.  Y.  9.  Notes:  60  L.B.A.  499  ;  40  L.RA. 

463,  42  N.  E.  1048,  51  A.  S.  R.  711,  32  (N.S.)  302. 

LJl-A.  270.  10.  State  v.  Leavitt,  105  Me.  76,  72 

6.  Hume  v.  Ropue  River  Paclring  Atl.  875,  26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  799.  See 
Co.,  51  Ore.  237.  S3  Pae.  391,  92  Pac.  also  Damon  v.  Hawaii,  194  V.  S.  154, 
1065,  96  Pac.  865, 131  A.  S.  E.  732,  31  24  S.  Ct.  617,  48  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  916. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  396.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914B  545. 

Note:  60  L.RA..  491.  11.  Holvoke  Water-Power  Co.  v.  Ly- 

7.  Maleomson  v.  O'Dea,  10  H.  L.  man,  16  WaU.  600,.  21  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
Caa.  593,  9  Jur.  N.  S.  1136,  9  L.  T.  133. 

N.  S.  93,  12  W.  R.  178, 12  Eng.  RuL  12.  McCready  v.  Virginia,  94  U.  S. 

Caa.  169.  391,  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  248;  State  v. 

Note:  60  L.R.A.  499.  Leavitt,  105  Me.  76,  72  AH.  875,  26 

See  also  infra,  par.-  7.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  799. 

8.  Monlton  v.  Libbey,  37  Ua.  472,  13.  Home  v.  Rogue  River  Packing 
10  Am.  Dee.  57.  Co.,  51  Ore.  237,  83  Pse.  391,  32  Pac. 
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requires  a  writing  for  its  creation,^*  and  one  which  will  support 
an  action  of  trespass.'^  The  right  to  take  fish  from  the  private 
waters  of  another  is  not  an  easement  in  the  lands  of  the  latter,  for 
two  reasons.**  In  the  first  place,  the  owner  of  a  fishery  derives  a 
profit  therefrom,  and  a  profit  from  the  land  is  contrary  to  the  legal 
conception  of  an  easement.*^  Secondly,  an  easement  imports  two 
estates,  a  servient  on  which  the  easement  is  imposed,  and  a  dominant 
for  whose  benefit  it  is  imposed;  and  in  the  case  of  a  fishery  there 
is  no  dominant  estate.  A  fishery  is  not  even  to  be  placed  in  that 
category  of  real  estate  interests  known  as  easements  in  gross.**  A 
fishery,  nevertheless,  is  an  interest  in  real  estate,  it  being  classified 
as  a  profit  a  prendre.**  An  easement  in  gross  is  not  generally  an 
assignable  or  inheritable  right,  but  a  fishery  escapes  this  inability 
of  transfer  by  its  classification  as  a  profit  a  prendre.  Thus,  it  is 
held  that  the  owner  of  a  fishery  may  transfer  the  same  and  that 
it  may  be  inherited  by  his  heirs.*"  This  is  especially  so  with  ref- 
erence to  several  fisheries  in  navigable  praters.  In  England  such 
rights  have  survived  for  centuries,  being  passed  along  by  grant  or 
inheritance.  A  right  to  fish  in  a  brook  or  private  pond,  not  append- 
ant to  any  estate,  which  the  grantee  enjoys  with  the  owner  of  the 
water,  is  held  to  be  a  mere  personal  right  which  is  neither  assign- 
able nor  inheritable.*  A  tenant  in  common  of  a  right  of  fishery 
may,  without  regaining  possession  thereof  by  entry  or  otherwise, 

1065,  96  Pac  865,  1»1  A.  S.  R.  732,    17.  Albright  v.  Cortright,  64  N.  J. 

31  L.R.A.(N.S.)  396.  L-  330,  45  AtL  634,  81  A.  S.  R.  504, 

Notes:  60  L.R.A.  491;  Ann,  Cas.  48  L.R.A.  616. 
1914B  548  Tinicum  Fubing  Co.  T.  Garter, 

14.  Maicomson  v.  O'Doa,  10  H.  L.  St,  21, 100  Am.  Dec.  ^7.  And 
Cas.  593,  9  Jur.  N.  S.  1135,  9  L.  T.  «««  Easements,  vol.  9,  pp.  736,  739, 

N.  S.  93,  12  W.  R.  178,  12  Eng.  Rul.  „,  ,      „  „  .  . 

tf-Q  »         e  19.  State  T.  Mallory,  73  Arfc.  236, 83 

N«i   At,.  r«  iqidR  'W^  S.  W.  955,  3  Ann.  Cas.  852,  67  L.RA. 

Note :  Ann.  Cas.  1914B  545  773  ^^^^^^  ^  ft 

15.  Note:  40  L.R. A.  (N.S.)  303.  p3^fe  Commiaaon,  71  N.  J.  303,  57 
Compare  Aon.  Cas.  1914B  545  note.  ^a.  398. 108  A.  S.  R.  749,  2  Ann.  Cas. 
See  also  infra,  par.  25.  43.  69  L.R.A.  768;  Hame  v.  Roene 

16.  State  V.  Mallory,  73  Ark.  236,  83  River  Packing  Co.,  61  Ore.  237, 83  Pac 
S.  W.  955,  3  Ann.  Caa.  852,  67  L.R.A.  391,  92  Pac.  1065,  96  Pac.  865, 131  A. 
773;  Albright  v.  Cortright,.  64  N.  J.  S.  R.  732,  31  LJl.A.(N.S.)  396;  Tini- 
L.  330,  45  Atl.  634,  81  A.  S.  R.  504,  cum  Pishing  Co.  y.  Carter,  61  Pa.  St. 
48  L.R.A.  616;  Hume  v.  Rogue  River  21, 100  Am.  Dec  597. 

Packing  Co.,  51  Ore.  237,  83  Pac  391,     Notes:  60  LJI.A  499;  40  L.R.A. 
92  Pac  1065,  96  Pac.  865,  131  A.  S.  (N.S.)  303;  Ann.  Cas.  1914B  645. 
R,  732,  31  L.R.A.(N.S.)  396;  Tinicum     And  see  Basbubhts,  vol.  9,  p.  744 
Fishing  Co.  t.  Carter,  61  Pa.  St  21,  et  seq. 

100  Am.  Dec  597.  20.  Tinicum  Fishing  Co.  t.  Carter, 

Notes:  60  LJl,A.  499;  Ann.  Cas.  61  Pa.  St.  21, 100  Am.  Dec.  597, 
1914B  645.  1.  Note:  131  A.  S.  R.  76L 
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maintain  an  action  against  liis  cotenant  for  depriving  him  of  his 
right* 

7.  Ownership  of  Soil. — One  may  have  a  several  or  exclusive  right 
to  fish  at  a  certain  point  without  any  interest  in  the  soil  under 
the  waters.*  So,  too,  one  person  may  own  certain  waters  without 
any  interest  in  the  soil;  in  such  a  case  the  fishing  privileges  pre- 
sumptively follow  the  ownership  of  the  waters^  By  express  language^ 
the  owner  of  land  covered  by  water  may  convey  fishing  privileges 
in  the  water  and  reserve  to  himself  the  tiUe  to  all  the  soil.'  But 
where  the  terms  of  the  grant  are  not  shown,  the  presumption  exists 
that  the  owner  of  a  several  fishery  is  also  the  owner  of  the  soil.* 
This  rule  applies  with  greater  force  where  the  water  is  not  public 
or  navigable,'  but  it  is  also  held  that  the  owner  of  a  several  fishery 
on  the  foreshore  of  the  sea  between  high  and  low  water  is  presump- 
tively the  owner  of  the  freehold  of  that  part  of  the  shore.*  The 
presumption  that  the  owner  of  a  several  fishery  is  the  owner  of  the 
soil  may  materially  assist  in  overcoming  the  presumption  that  a 
riparian  owner  has  title  to  the  center  of  a  stream. •  And,  conversely 
speaking,  the  owner  of  the  soil  is  presumptively  the  owner  of  the 
right  to  fish  in  the  waters  thereover,  for,  in  the  absence  of  language 
indicating  a  contrary  intention,  a  lawful  grant  of  land  covered  by 
water  includes  the  water  and  the  right  to  fish  therein.*"  In  such 
a  case,  it  is  perhaps  not  correct  to  say  that  there  is  a  right  of  fish- 
ery, because,  if  the  soil  and  the  fishing  privileges  belong  to  the  same 
person,  the  fishing  rights  are  identified  in  the  estate  of  inheritance 
and  are  not  separable.^^ 

III.  Right  to  Fish  in  Public  Waters 

8,  Prior  to  Magna  Charta. — The  right  of  the  public  to  fish  in 
public  waters  prior  to  the  extortion  of  Magna  Charta  from  King 
John  is  not  clear.  Some  authorities  take  the  view  that  even  before 
this  time  all  the  subjects  of  the  king  had  a  common  right  of  fishing 

2.  Dnncan  v.  Sylvester,  24  Me.  482,  6.  Attorney-General  v.  Emerson 
41  Am.  Dec.  400.  [1891]  A.  C.  649,  61  L.  J.  Q.  B.  79,  65 

3.  Tinicum  Fishing  Co.  v.  Carter,  61  L.  T.  N.  S.  564,  23  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  739. 
Pa.  St.  21, 100  Ad3.  Dec.  597;  Malcom-  Notes:  60  L.R^.  493:  40  LJt.A. 
80tt  V.  O'Dea,  10  H.  L.  Cas.  593,  9  Jur.  (N.S.)  304. 

N.  S.  1135,  9  L.  T.  N.  S.  93, 12  W.  K.      7.  Note:  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  305. 
173, 12  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  169;  Attorney-      8.  Attorney-General    v.  Emerson, 
General  v.  Emerson  [18911  A.  C.  649,  [1891]  A.  C.  649,  61  L.  J.  Q.  B,  79, 
61  L.  J.  Q.  B.  79,  65  L.  T.  N.  S.  564,  65  L.  T.  N.  S.  564,  23  Eng.  Rul.  Cas- 
23  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  739.  739. 

Notes:  60  L.RA.  493;  Ann.  Cas.  9.  Notes:  60  L.R.A.  493;  40  L.R.A. 
1914B  545.  (N.S.)  305. 

4.  Notes:  131  A.  S.  R.  755  ;  3  Ann.  10.  Note:  60  LJI.A  491. 
Cas.  861.  11.  Note:  60  LB  A.  491. 

5.  Note:  60  L.R.A.  493. 
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in  the  sea,  in  all  bays,  coves,  branches  and  arms  of  the  sea  where 
the  tide  ebbed  and  flowed ;  and  it  is  claimed  that  some  of  the 
earlier  kings  infringed  this  public  right  by  granting  exclusive  fish- 
eries in  parts  of  the  public  waters,  and  that  such  oppression  was 
one  of  the  matters  which  was  sought  to  be  remedied  by  Magna 
Charta.**  But  the  Great  Charter  fails  to  mention  in  definite  lan- 
guage the  change  sought  with  reference  to  several  fisheries,  and  this 
failure  has  caused  doubt  to  be  cast  on  the  correctness  of  this  view, 
and  the  opinion  is  expressed  by  other  authorities  that  prior  to  Magna 
Oharta  and  for  some  time  thereafter,  the  fish  in  the  public  waters 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  country  were  the  private  property 
of  the  sovereign,  and  that  he  could  at  his  will  grant  several  fisheries 
therein.**  In  recent  years  the  English  courts  have  taken  the  posi- 
tion that  the  'crown  had  the  authority  to  grant  several  fisheries 
before  Magna  Charta,  but  that  that  charter  forbade  the  subsequent 
granting  of  such  rights.**  All  fisheries  which  were  made  several 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  public  by  act  of  the  crown  not  later  than 
the  reign  of  Henry  II  were  left  untouched  by  Magna  Charta.** 

9.  English  View  after  Magna  Charta. — Whatever  the  origin  of 
the  rule  may  be,*'  in  the  course  of  time  it  became  firmly  established 
that  the  crown  held  the  fishery  rights  in  the  public  waters  as  a 
trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  English  people^*^  and  as  trustee  it  could 
not  convey  such  rights  so  as  to  give  one  person  an  excludve  ri^t 
of  fishery  at  a  given  point.  While  the  ownership  of  the  land  beneath 
the  navigable  waters  remained  the  prerogative  of  the  king,  and  was 
subject  to  his  grant,  it  was  held  that  this  right  was  not  inconsistent 
with  the  public  right  of  fishing  in  the  waters,**  and  that  the  grantee 
took  the  soil  subject  to  the  fishing  rights  of  the  general  public."* 
But  the  regulation  or  abridgment  of  public  rights  is  within  the  power 


12.  Moulton  V.  Libbey,  37  Me.  472, 
59  Am.  Dec.  57;  Weston  v.  Sampson, 
8  Cu^b.  (Mass.)  347,  54  Am.  Dec.  764; 
Arnold  v.  Mundy,  6  N.  J.  L.  1,  10 
Am.  Dec.  356;  Tinicum  Fishing  Co.  v. 
Carter,  61  Pa.  St.  21,  100  Am.  Dec. 
597 ;  Payne  v.  Providence  Gas  Co.,  31 
R.  I.  295, 77  Atl.  146,  Ann.  Gas.  1912B 
65. 

Note:  21  Ann.  Cas.  779. 

13.  Parker  v.  People,  111  lU.  581, 
53  Am.  Rep.  643;  Arnold  v.  Mondy, 
6  N.  J.  L.  1, 10  Am.  Dec.  356. 

Note:  21  Ann.  Gas.  779. 

14.  Risers  v.  Jones,  1  Wend.  (N. 
Y.)  237,  19  Am.  Dec.  493. 

Note:  60  L.R.A.  481,  487,  489. 

15.  Malcomson  v.  O'Dea,  10  H.  L. 
Gas.  593,  9  Jur.  N.  S.  1135,  9  L.  T. 


N.  S.  93,  12  W.  R.  178,  12  Eng.  Rnl. 
Cas.  169. 

16.  Arnold  V.  Mnndy,  6  N.  J.  L.  1, 
10  Am.  Dec.  356 ;  Malcomson  v.  O'Dea, 
10  H.  L.  Gas.  593,  9  Jur.  N.  S.  1135, 
9  L.  T.  N.  S.  93,  12  W.  R.  178,  12 
Eng.  Rul.  Gas.  169. 

17.  See  sapra,  par.  8. 

18.  State  V.  Leavitt,  105  Me.  76,  72 
Atl.  875,  26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  799;  Carter 
V.  Murcot,  4  Burr.  2162,  12  Eng.  Rul. 
Gas.  165. 

19.  Weston  v.  Sampson,  8  Cosh. 
(Moss.)  347,  64  Am.  Dec.  764. 

20.  Monlton  v.  Libbey,  37  Me.  472, 
59  Am.  Dec.  57;  State  t.  Leavitt,  105 
Me.  76,  72  Atl.  875,  26  L.RJl.(N.S.) 
799;  Weston  v.  Sampson,  8  Cush. 
(Mass.)  347,  54  Am.  Dec.  764. 


Digitized  by  Google 


I 


11  B.  C.  L.  FISH  AND  FISHERIES  '$  10 

of  Farliament^  and  thus  the  power  of  granting  exclusive  fishery  rights 
in  arms  of  the  sea,  which  was  lost  to  the  crown,  became  vested  in 
Parliament.^  Until  evidence  is  adduced  showing  an  exclusive  right 
in  one  person,  it  is  presumed  that  a  fishery  in  navigable  waters  is 
common  to  all  the  people.*  But  an  exclusive  right  may  be  shown 
by  a  grant  from  Parliament;  by  a  grant  from  the  crown  anterior 
to  the  signing  of  Magna  Charta;  or  by  an  exclusive  use  such  as 
will  entitle  the  user  to  a  right  by  prescription.*  If  a  several  fish- 
ery is  acquired  by  a  subject  in  a  lawful  manner  and  such  right  there- 
after reverts  to  or  becomes  merged  in  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown, 
it  may  be  granted  by  the  crown  to  a  subject* 

10.  Rule  in  United  States. — Upon  winning  their  independence, 
the  people  of  the  several  stat^  acquired,  as  a  general  proposition, 
all  the  powers  of  Parliament  together  with  the  prerogatives  of  the 
English  sovereign,*  and  except  so  far  as  rights  of  regulation  were 
given  to  the  federal  government  by  the  United  States  constitution, 
the  sovereignty  over  tide  waters  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  several 
original  states  remained  in  such  states.  Waters  surrounding  terri- 
tory acquired  by  the  United  States  with  the  rights  of  fishery  therein 
pass  to  the  federal  government,  in  trust,  however,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  people  of  the  state  to  be  subsequently  created  out  of  such 
territory,  and  before  the  formation  of  a  new  state  the  federal  gov- 
ernment has  the  right  to  dispose  of  rights  in  the  public  waters* 
It  may  by  grant  convey  a  right  of  fishery  to  a  private  person;  or 
by  a  treaty  with  some  tribe  of  Indians  give  the  members  of  such 
tribe  fishing  privileges  in  the  public  waters.^  But,  subject  to  such 
grants  as  may  have  been  made  by  the  United  States,  the  fishing 
privileges  vest  in  the  new  state  at  its  creation  for  the  benefit  of 
the  inhabitants  thereof.    In  this  way,  the  rights  of  fishery  in  the 


1.  State  V.  Leavitt,  105  Me.  76,  72  10  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  997;  Shively  v.  Bowl- 
Atl.  875,  26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  799;  West-  by,  152  U.  S.  1,  14  S.  Ct.  548,  38  U 
on  V.  Sampson,  8  Cash.  (Mass.)  347,  S.  (L.  ed.)  331;  State  v.  Leavitt,  106 
54  Am.  Dec.  764;  Payne  v.  Providence  Me.  76,  72  Atl.  875,  26  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
Gas  Co.,  31  R.  I.  295,  77  Atl.  145,  Ann.  799;  Com.  v.  Hilton,  174  Mass.  29,  54 
Cas.  1912B  65.  N.  E.  362,  45  L.R.A.  475;  Arnold  v. 

Notes:  60  L.R.A.  484,  490  ;  21  Ann.  Mundy,  6  N.  J.  L.  1, 10  Am.  Bee.  356; 

Cas.  780.  Hume  v.  Rogue  River  Packing  Co.,  51 

2.  Carter  v.  Mureot,  4  Burr.  2162,  Ore.  237,  83  Pac.  391,  92  Pac.  1065, 
12  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  165;  Malcomson  v.  96  Pac.  865,  131  A.  S.  R.  732,  31 
O'Dea,  10  H.  L.  Caa.  593,  0  Jar.  N.  S.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  396;  Payne  v.  Provi- 
1135,  9  L.  T.  N.  S.  93, 12  W.  R.  178,  dence  Gas  Co.,  31  R.  I.  295,  77  Atl. 
12  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  169.  145,  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  65. 

3.  See  infra,  par.  13.  Note:  60  L.R.A.  484. 

4.  Dnke    of    Northumberland    v.  6.  Shively  v.  Bowlby,  152  U.  S.  1, 
Houghton,  L.  R.  5  Exch.  127,  39  L.  14  S.  Ct.  548,  38  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  331. 
J.  Exch.  66,  22  L.  T.  N.  S.  491, 18  W.  7.  United  States  v.  Winans,  198  U. 
E.  495,  12  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  184.  S.  371,  26  S.  Ct.  662,  49  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

6.  Martin  v.  WaddeU,  16  Pet  367,  1089. 
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sea,  within  the  original  thirteen  states  and  also  within  those  later 
admitted  to  the  Union,  became  vested,  not  in  the  federal  govern- 
ment, but  in  the  several  states  for  the  benefit  of  their  peoples.* 
The  people  of  a  state  can  renounce  their  common  fishing  privileges 
at  a  given  place  in  the  public  watws  of  the  state  in  favor  of  a 
single  person  by  granting  to  such  person  an  exclusive  right  of  fish- 
ery at  such  place,*  and,  unless  constitutional  provisions  require  a 
differedt  view,  it  is  generally  held  that  the  legislative  representatives 
of  the  people  may  legally  grant  such  an  exclusive  privilege.*®  But 
it  is  asserted  in  some  jurisdictions  that  the  power  of  the  legislature 
is  merely  that  of  regulating  the  fisheries  and  that  it  has  no  author- 
ity to  grant  an  exclusive  right  to  an  individual.**  However  this 
may  be,  it  is  clear  that,  in  the  absence  of  &ny  prescriptive  right  or 
any  grant  or  regulation  by  the  state,  there  exists  in  the  general  public 
a  common  right  to  fish  in  all  the  arms  of  the  sea  and  other  public 
waters  of  the  state,^'  and  riparian  owners  along  a  navigable  water, 
merely  as  such,  have  no  prior  or  exclusive  rights  of  fishing  in  such 
water.*'    Prima  facie,  the.  people  have  a  common  right  of  fishery 


8.  MeCready  v.  Virginia,  94  U.  S.  R.  21;  Tinicnm  Fishing  Co.  v.  Carter, 
391,  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  248;  Shively  v.  61  Pa.  St.  21, 100  Am.  Dee.  597;  Allen 
Bowlby,  152  U.  S.  1, 14  S.  Ct.  548,  38  v.  Allen,  19  R.  I.  114,  32  AtL  166,  61 
TJ.  S.  (L.  ed.)  331.  A.  S.  R.  738,  30  L.R.A.  497;  Payne.v. 

9.  State  V.  Leavitt,  106  Me.  76,  72  Providence  Gas.  Co.,  31  R.  I.  295,  77 
Atl.  875,  26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  799;  Payne  Atl.  145,  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  65;  Gnstaf- 
V.  Providence  Oas  Co.,  31  B.  I.  295,  son  v.  State,  40  Tex.  Crim.  67,  45  S. 
77  AU.  145,  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  65.  W.  717,  48  S.  W.  618,  43  L.RA.  615; 

10.  Lowndea  v.  Hnntii^n,  153  U.  New  England  Tront  &  Salmon  Clnb 
S.  1,  14  S.  Ct  758,  38  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  v.  Mather,  68  Yt.  338,  35  AtL  323,  33 
615;  Plupps  v.  State,  22  Ud.  380,  85  L.R.A.  569;  Morris  v.  Oraham,  16 
Am.  Dec.  654;  Payne  v.  Providence  Wash.  343,  47  Pac.  752,  58  A.  S.  R. 
Oas  Co.,  31 R.  I.  295, 77  Atl.  145,  Ann.  33 ;  Wright  v.  Mnlvaney,  78  Wis.  89, 
Cas.  1912B  6S.  46  N.  W.  1045,  23  A.  S.  R.  393  and 

Notes:  131  A.  8.  B.  760  ;  60  L.R.A.  note,  9  L.B.A.  807;  WiUov  River  Clnb 

484,  490  ;  21  Ann.  Cas.  780.  v.  Wade^  100  Wis.  86,  76  N.  W.  273, 

11.  Arnold  v.  Mnndy,  6  N.  J.  L.  1,  42  L.R.A.  305. 

10  Am.  Dec.  356;  Tinicnm  Fishing  Co.  Notes:  13  A.  8.  B.  417;  53  A.  S.  B. 

V.  Carter,  61  Pa.  St.  21, 100  Am.  Dec.  293;  60  L.BA.  484;  21  Ann.  Gas.  777. 

597.   See  also  Slingeiland  v.  Interna-  13.  Collins  v.  Benbury,  25  N.  C.  277, 

tional  Contracting  Co.,  169  N.  T.  60,  38  Am.  Dee.  722;  Home  v.  Rogue 

61  N.  E.  995,  56  L.RjL.  494.  River  Packing  Co.,  51  Ore.  237,  83 

12.  Weston  v.  Sampson,  8  Cnsh.  Pac  391,  02  Pac  1066,  96  Pac.  865, 
(Mass.)  347,  54  Am.  Dec.  764;  Com.  131  A.  S.  R.''732,  31  LJl.A.(N.S.) 
V.  Hilton,  174  Mass.  29,  54  N.  E.  362,  396;  Caiaon  v.  Blazer,  2  Bin.  (Pa.) 
45  L.R.A.  475;  Arnold  v.  Mundy,  6  N.  475,  4  Am.  Dec.  463;  Tinicnm  Fishing 
J.  L.  1, 10  Am.  Dec.  356;  Lansmg  v.  Co.  r.  Carter,  61  Pa.  St.  21,  100  Am. 
Smith,  4  Wend.  (N.  Y.)  9,  21  Am.  Dec.  697;  Willow  River  Clnb  v.  Wade, 
Deo.  89;  SUngerland  v.  International  100  Wis.  86,  76  N.  W.  273,  42  L.R.A. 
Contracting  Co.,  169  N.  T.  60,  61  N.  305,  Wyatt  v.  Attomey-Genenl  of 
E.  995,  56  h.R.A.  494;  Rea  v.  Hamp-  Quebec  [1911]  A.  C.  (Eng.)  489,  21 
ton,  101  N.  C.  51,  7  S.  E.  649,  9  A.  S.  Ann.  Cas.  774. 
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in  public  waters,  and  the  burden  is  on  one  asserting  an  exclusivo 
right  to  show  the  authority  for  his  right.** 

11.  Acquisition  of  Exclusive  Right  by  Grant — ^In  England,  as  ia 
stated  above,**  the  soil  under  navigable  waters  is  vested  in  the  crown, 
but  the  allowance  of  exclusive  or  several  rights  of  fishery  is  within 
the  control  of  Parliament,  and  if  the  king  exercises  his  prerogative 
by  granting  the  soil,  the  grantee  takes  title  subject  to  the  right  of 
the  public  to  fish  in  the  waters.  For  these  reasons,  colonial  char- 
ters granted  by  the  English  rulers,  though  conveying  the  soil  under 
navigal^Ie  waters,  are  generally  construed  as  not  conveying  exclusive 
rights  of  fishing  therein,  but  the  grantee  of  the  charter  is  held  to 
take  title  to  the  waters  in  trust  for  the  common  right  of  navigation 
and  fishing.^o  But  owing  to  the  difference  of  opinion  as  to  whether 
Magna  Charta  divested  the  crown  of  the  power  to  grant  fisheries,*' 
colonial  grants  by  the  king  have  been  held  to  convey  to  the  grantees 
the  fishing  rights  in  the  waters."  Though  it  be  thought  that  a 
king  would  have  the  legal  power  to  deprive  his  subjects  of  the 
common  right  of  fisheries,  yet  a  construction  of  a  grant  which  would 
allow  the  crown  to  destroy  or  diminish  a  common  right  of  that 
nature  is  to  be  rejected,  unless  such  intention  be  so  dearly  and 
fully  expr^sed  that  the  grant  is  incapable  of  any  other  reasonable 
construction.**  In  the  same  way,  assuming  the  power  of  a  state 
legislature  to  grant  a  several  right  of  fishery,  a  statute  will  not  be 
construed  to  grant  a  privilege  so  repugnant  to  the  common  rights 
of  the  people  unless  its  language  clearly  requires  such  a  construc- 
tion.**^ In  the  United  States,  the  right  of  ownership  of  the  soil  and 
right  of  fishing  in  the  waters  thereover  are  not  necessarily  coextensive. 
The  state  generally  has  power  to  grant  either  right,  but  it  may 
convey  merely  the  soil  without  an  exclusive  right  of  fishery;  and, 
in  such  a  case,  the  grantee  takes  the  soil  subject  to  the  piscatory 
rights  of  the  public  until  such  time  as  he  builds  a  vharf  or  other 
structure  on  the' soil  which  will  exclude  the  public.^    Until  the 

Note:  131  A.  S.  R.  765.  20.  Hume  v.  Rogne  River  Packing 

14.  Collins  V.  Benbury,  25  N.  C.  Co.,  51  Ore.  237,  83  Pae.  391,  92  Pac. 
277,  38  Am.  Dec  722.  1065,  96  Pac.  865,  131  A.  8.  B.  732, 

Notes:  16  Am.  Hep.  66;  60  hILJi,  31  L.R.A.(N.S.)  396. 
482.  Note:  60  LJI.A.  484. 

15.  See  snpra,  par.  9.  1.  Parker  v.  Cutler  Milldam  Co.,  20 

16.  MoultoD  V.  Ubb^,  87  Ife.  472,  He.  353,  37  Am.  Dec.  56;  Monlton  v. 
69  Am.  Dec.  67.  Libbey,  37  Me.  472,  59  Am.  Deo,  57; 

Note:  60  L.RJl.  489.  State  v.  Leavitt,  105  Me.  76,  72  Atl. 

17.  See  supra,  par.  8.  875,  26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  799;  Weston  v. 

18.  Rogers  v.  Jones,  1  Wend.  (N,  Sampson,  8  Cush.  (Mass.)  347,  54  Am. 
y.)  237,  19  Am.  Dec.  493.  Dec.  764;  Hume  v.  Rogue  River  Paek- 

19.  Martin  v.  Waddell,  16  Pet,  367,  ing  Co.,  51  Ore.  237,  83  Pac.  391,  92 
10  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  997;  Moulton  v.  Pac.  1065,  96  Pac.  865,  131  A.  S.  B. 
Libbey,  37  Me.  472,  59  Am.  Dec  67.  732,  31  L.R.A.(N.S.)  396. 

Note:  60  LJt.A.  484,  489.  Note:  21  Ann.  Gas.  777. 
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soil  is  built  on  or  occupied  by  the  owner  so  as  to  exclude  boats  and 
vessels,  the  right  of  the  pubUc  to  use  the  water  is  not  taken  away; 
the  public  may  use  it  for  navigation,  and  may  anchor  on  it  and  fish 
on  it;  and,  by  so  doing,  no  trespass  is  committed  and  the  owner 
is  not  disseized.*  As  a  general  proposition,  a  claim  of  an  exclusive 
right  to  fish  in  a  certain  part  of  navigable  waters  must  be  based  on 
some  statutory  enactment  of  the  state  having  jurisdiction  over  such 
waters,*  though  if  the  right  is  one  which  may  be  granted,  a  legal 
grant  may  be  presumed  from  a  prescriptive  user.*  If  a  statute  pre- 
scribes certain  acts  to  be  done  by  the  owner  to  establish  his  fishery, 
such  acts  must  be  done,  and  the  burden  is  on  tiie  one  claiming  the 
fishery  to  show  compliance  with  the  statute.* 

12.  Constitutional  Objections  to  Exclusive  Grants. — ^While  the  law- 
making bodies  of  the  several  states,  in  the  absence  of  constitutional 
proviaons  affecting  the  question,  have  generally  been  held  to  have 
the  power  of  granting  exclusive  rights  of  fisherira  in  the  public 
waters  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  state*  grants  of  this  nature 
are  not  favored,  and  in  some  jurisdictions  have  been  found  to  be 
in  conflict  with  the  constitution.  Thus  it  has  been  held  that  an 
exclusive  right  to  fish  at  a  given  point  in  effect  constitutes  a  monop- 
oly and  is  in  conflict  with  a  constitutional  provision  that  no  law  shall 
be  passed  granting  to  any  citizen  privileges  or  immunities  which 
upon  the  same  terms  sliall  not  legally  belong  to  all  citizens.^  A 
statute,  however,  which  authorizes  a  citizen  of  a  county  bordering 
on  the  waters  of  the  state  to  locate  and  appropriate  with  the  waters 
thereof  an  area  not  exceeding  one  acre  for  the  purpose  of  depositing 
and  bedding  oysters  on  certain  conditions,  has  been  consfarued  as 
not  granting  a  several  right  of  fishery,  and  therefore  not  uncon- 
stitutional.* 

13.  Acquisition  of  Exclusive  Right  by  Prescription  or  Custom.-— 

In  those  jurisdictions  where  the  state  is  permitted  to  grant  a  several 
right  of  fishery  to  an  individual,*  such  a  right  may  be  established 
by  prescription  or  adverse  user.^*  The  theory  of  prescriptive  rights, 
however,  presumes  the  existence  of  a  grant  which  has  become  lost 

2.  Weston  v.  Sampson,  8  Cnsh.  8.  Pfaipps  v.  State,  22  Hd.  380,  85 
(Mass.)  347,  54  Am.  Dec.  764.  Am.  Dec.  654. 

3.  Tmicam  Fishing  Co.  v.  Carter,     9.  See  supra,  par.  10. 

61  Pa.  St.  21, 100  Am.  Dec.  597.  10.  Chalker  v.  Dickinson,  1  Conn. 

4.  See  infra,  par.  13.  382,  6  Am.  Dec.  250;  Carter  v.  Morcot, 

5.  Tinicum  Fishing  Co.  v.  Carter,  4  Burr.  2162,  12  Eng.  Rol.  Gas.  166; 
61  Pa.  St.  21, 100  Am.  Dec.  697.  Malcomson  v.  O'Dea,  10  H.  L.  Cas. 

6.  See  supra,  par.  10.  593,  9  Jur.  N.  S.  1136,  9  L.  T.  N.  8. 

7.  Hume  v.  Rogue  River  Packing  93,  12  W.  R.  178,  12  Eng.  RoL  Cas. 
Co.,  51  Ore.  237,  83  Pac.  391,  92  Pae.  169;  Duke  of  Northumberland  v. 
1065,  96  Pae.  865,  131  A.  S.  E.  732,  Houghton,  L.  R.  5  Eieh.  127,  39  L. 
31  LJl.A.(N.«.)  396.  J.  Ezch.  66,  22  L.  T.  M.  S.  491,  18 
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through  lapse  of  time;  and  if  the  right  could  not  have  heen 
procured  by  grant>  a  grant  cannot  be  presumed  and  user  will  confer 
no  exclusive  rights,**  To  establish  a  prescriptive  right  to  a  several 
fishery  at  a  certain  place  in  public  waters,  it  is  necessary  that  the 
claimant  of  such  a  right  exercise  an  exclusive  use.  of  the  fishing  at 
the  place  in  question,^'  and  the  exercise  in  public  waters  of  the 
right  of  fishery  by  an  owner  of  adjoining  lands  in  such  a  manner 
as  does  not  necessarily  prevent  others  from  exercising  the  same  right, 
will  not  ripen  into  an  exclusive  fishery.**  Fishing  in  a  navigable 
water  is  merely  the  exercise  of  a  right  which,  prima  facie,  belongs 
to  all  citizens  and  affords  no  ground  for  the  presumption  of  an 
exclusive  grant.  To  establish  his  prescriptive  title,  tiie  claimant 
must  take  exclusive  possession  of  the  fishing  place  by  an  inclosura 
of  the  soil  covered  by  the  waters,  or  by  the  use  of  fixed  appliances 
such  as  weirs,  traps,  etc.,  but  where  one  has  acquired  a  several  right 
of  fishery  either  by  grant  or  prescription,  the  right  is  not  deemed 
lost  because  the  public  have  frequently  violated  the  right  and  taken 
fish  from  the  place.**  Ordinarily  an  upland  owner  will  not  acquire 
an  exclusive  right  of  fishery  merely  by  clearing  out  and  occupying 
a  fishing  place;  *•  but  in  a  state  where  grants  of  exclusive  fisheries 
are  permissible,  a  statute  may  confer  an  exclusive  right  to  fish  on  a 
person  who  clears  out  a  fishing  place  in  the  bed  of  a  navigable  water 


W.  B.  496,  12  Eng.  Bnl.  Cas.  184;  382,  6  Am.  Dec.  250;  Delaware  ft  H. 

Neill  V.  Duke  of  Devonshire,  8  App.  R.  Co.  r.  Stamp,  8  Gill  ft  J.  (Hd.) 

Cas.  136,  31  W.  R.  622,  23  Eng.  Rnl.  479,  29  Am.  Dec.  661;  Collins  t.  Ben- 

Caa.  755.  bary,  27  N.  C.  U8,  42  Am.  Dec.  155; 

Notes:  39  A.  S.  R.  407:  131  A.  S.  Hume  v.  Rogue  River  Packing  Co.,  61 

R.  760;  14  L.R.A.  386;  21  Ann.  Cas.  Ore.  237,  83  Pae.  391,  92  Pao.  1065, 

781.  06  Pae.  865, 131  A.  8.  R.  732  and  note. 

See  generally,  Adversb  Possissioir,  31  L.R.A.(N.S.)  396.   And  see  gen- 

Tol.  1,  p.  740.                         '   '  erally,  Advkbse  Pos^ssiok,  vol.  1,  p. 

11.  Hume  v.  Rc^e  River  Packing  702. 

Co.,  51  Ore.  237,  83  Pac.  391,  ^  Pac.  14.  Delaware  ft  H.  R.  Co.  v.  Stump, 

1065,  96  Pac.  865,  131  A.  S.  R.  732,  8  GUI.  ft  J.  (Md.)  479,  29  Am.  Dee. 

31  L.R.A.(N.S.)  396.  561;  CoUins  v.  Benbury,  27  N.  C.  118, 

12.  Sollers  v.  Sollers,  77  Md.  148,  42  Am.  Dec.  156;  Hume  v.  Rogue 
26  Atl.  188,  39  A.  S.  B.  404,  20  L.R.A.  River  Packing  Co.,  51  Ore.  237,  83 
94;;  Slingerland  v.  International  Con.  Pao.  391,  92  Pac  1065,  96  Pae.  865, 
trading  Co.,  169  N.  Y.  60,  61  N.  E.  131  A.  S.  B.  732  and  note,  31  L.B.A. 
995,  56  L.R.A.  494;  Collins  v.  Ben-  (N.S.)  396. 

bnry,  27  N.  C.  118,  42  Am.  Dee.  155;  16.  Neill  v.  Duke  of  Devonshire,  8 

Hume  V.  Rogue  River  Packing  Co.,  61  App.  Cas.  136,  31  W.  B.  622,  23  Eng. 

Ore.  237,  83  Pac.  391,  92  Pac.  1065,  Bnl.  Cas.  755. 

96  Pac.  865, 131  A.  S.  R.  732  and  note,  16.  Collins  v,  Benbury,  27  N.  C.  118, 

31  L.R.A.(N.S.)  396;  Tinieum  Fish-  42  Am.  Dee.  155;  Hume  v.  Rogue 

ing  Co.  V.  Carter,  61  Pa.  St.  21,  100  River  Packing  Co.,  51  Ore.  237,  83 

Am.  Dec.  597.  Pac.  391,  92  P  c.  1065,  96  Pac.  865, 

Notes:  76  A.  S.  R.  486;  14  UELA.  131  A.  S.  B.  732  and  note»  31  L3.A. 

386  ;  21  Ann.  Caa.  780.  (N.S.)  396. 

13.  Chalker  v.  Dickinson,  1  Conn.  Note:  21  Ann.  Cas.  781. 
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and  continues  to  occupy  it^'  Prima  facie,  the  people  have  a  com- 
mon right  of  fishing  in  public  wat^rs,'^  and  the  burden  ia  on  one 
claiming  an  exclusive  right  by  prescription  to  show  the  facts  giving 
him  such  right.*'  Fishermen's  customs  will  not  give  one  a  legal 
several  right  of  fishery.**  Thus,  a  custom  among  the  fishermen  in 
a  certain  vicinity  to  the  effect  that  a  shore  owner  has  the  exclusive 
right  to  fish  to  the  middle  of  a  navigable  stream  opposite  bis  land 
is  unavailable  as  a  means  of  acquiring  a  several  fishery  within  the 
limits  prescribed,  though  he  has  cleared  out  a  fishing  place  in  the 
bed  of  the  stream.^ 

14.  Use  of  Shore. — ^The  owner  of  upland  adjoining  navigable 
waters  clearly  has  a  right  of  way  to  deep  water  for  purposes  of  fish- 
ing, and  may  land  his  nets,  and  make  other  uses  of  the  tide  lands.* 
His  right  to  take  fish  from  the  waters  is  a  right  which  he  enjoys 
as  a  member  of  the  public,  but  tl\e  use  of  the  shore  is  a  right  vested 
in  him  by  reason  of  his  ownership  of  the  land.*  As  to  that  part 
of  the  shore  which  is  above  the  high  water  mark,  the  right  of  the 
owner  is  exclusive.*  The  fact  that  all  the  members  of  the  public 
have  a  common  right  of  fishing  in  waters  in  front  of  his  premises 
gives  them  no  right  to  trespass  on  his  lands,*  and  no  legislature 
can  take  the  property  of  the  adjoining  owner  and  authorize  a  fisher- 
man to  cross  private  preraisos  in  order  to  reach  a  public  fishing 
place.*  While  the  right  to  use  the  shore  in  connection  with  fish- 
ing in  public  waters  may  be  acquired  either  by  grant  or  prescrip- 
tion/ mere  occasional  trespasses  on  the  shore  for  fishing  purposes 
will  not  give  one  a  prescriptive  right  to  use  the  shore  against  the 
will  of  the  owner,*  and  one  having  fishing  rights  cannot  acquire 
by  prescription  the  right  to  erect  a  temporary  fishing  hut  on  the 
shore.*  The  general  public,  having  fishing  rights  in  tide  waters, 
may  however  use  the  soil  between  the  high  and  low  water  mark 

17.  Note:  131  A.  S.  R.  761.  Co.,  51  Ore.  237,  83  Pac.  391,  92  Pac. 

18.  See  supra,  par.  10.  1065,  96  Pac.  865,  131  A.  8.  R.  732, 

19.  Cfaalker  v.  Dickinson,  1  Conn.  31  L.RA.(N.S.)  396. 

382,  6  Am.  Dec.  250;  Carter  v.  Mur-  Notes:  131  A.  S.  R.  762  ;  41  L.RJL 

eot,  4  Burr.  2162,  12  Eng.  RuL  Cas.  268. 

166.  Cortelyon  t.  YaaBrandt,  2  Johns. 

Note:  14  Ii.R.A.  386.  (N.  Y.)  357,  3  Am.  Dec.  439. 

20.  Note:  21  Ann.  Gas.  781.  6.  New  England  Trout  &  Salmon 

1.  Hume  V.  Rogue  River  Packing  Club  v.  Mather,  63  Vt.  338,  35  AtL 
Co.,  51  Ore.  237,  83  Pac.  391,  92  Pac.  323,  33  L.R.A.  569. 

1065,  96  Pac.  865, 131  A.  8.  R.  732,  31  Note :  41  L.R.A.  268. 

L.R.A.(N.S.)    396.     See   generally,  7.  Note:  41  L.R.A.  268. 

Usages  and  GnsrouS.  8.  Tinicnm  Fishing  Co.  v.  Carter,  01 

2.  Note:  131  A.  S.  R.  762.  Pa.  St.  21,  100  Am.  Dec.  597. 

S.  Stevens  t.  Patterson  &  N.  R.  Co.,  0.  Cortelyou  v.  YanBrundt,  2  Jchom, 

34  N.  J.  L.  532,  3  Am.  Rep,  269.  (N.  Y.)  357, 3  Am.  Dee.  439. 
4.  Hume  v.  R^e  River  Packing 
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for  the  purpose  of  landing  nets  and  for  other  uses  in  aid  of  the 

fishing  rights.'** 

15.  Waters  beyond  Territorial  Limits  of  SUte.— The  right  to  fish 

on  the  high  seas  beyond  the  territorial  limits  of  sovereign  powers 
is  common  to  all  mankind,  and  cannot  be  annulled  by  the  decree 
of  any  government  It  has  often  been  a  matter  of  controversy  how 
far  a  nation  has  a  right  to  contool  the  fisheries  on  its  seacoast, 
and  in  the  bays  and' arms  of  the  sea  within  its  territory;  but  the 
limits  of  this  right  are  now  generally  conceded  to  be  a  marine  league 
from  the  coast  in  the  open  sea;  and  bays  wholly  within  the  terri- 
tory of  a  nation,  the  headlands  of  which  are  not  more  than  six 
geographical  miles  apart,  are  regarded  as  a  part  of  the  territory  of 
^e  nation  in  which  they  lie.'^ 

16.  Navigable  Streams. — In  accordance  with  the  general  rules 
announced  in  the  preceding  sections,  there  is  no  dispute  but  that 
the  public  have  a  prima  facie  right  to  fish  in  all  navigable  streams, 
the  same  as  they  have  in  other  public  waters.**  Nor  is  there  any 
dispute  as  to  the  general  rule  that  the  right  to  fish  in  non-navigable 
streams  is  in  the  riparian  proprietors.'*  The  difficulty  is  to  deter^ 
mine  whether  a  particular  stream  shall  be  classified  as  "navigable" 
or  "non-navigable."  According  to  the  common  rule  of  England, 
the  criterion  of  navigability  was  whether  the  tide  ebbed  and  flowed 
in  the  stream.'*  This  test,  while  perhaps  proper  in  the  case  of 
tiie  short  rivers  in  that  country,  was  fouifd  unsuitable  to  determine 
the  character  of  the  great  rivers  on  the  American  continent,  and  a 
more  reasonable  rule  has  been  adopted  in  most  states  to  the  effect 
that  navigability  is  a  question  of  fact  and  that  navigability  in  fact 
is  navigability  in  law  though  the  tide  does  not  ebb  and  flow  in  the 
stream.'*  The  improvement  of  a  river  so  as  to  change  it  from 
the  non-navigable  to  the  navigable  class  of  waters,  though  such  a 
change  may  afford  the  public  an  easement  of  navigation  along  the 
stream,  does  not  give  the  public  a  common  right  of  fishery  in  the 

10.  Note:  131  A.  S.  E.  762.  ter,  61  Pa.  St.  21,  100  Am.  Dec.  597; 

11.  Com.  V.  Manchester,  152  Mass.  Diana  Shooting  Clnb  v.  Husting,  156 
230,  25  N.  E.  113,  23  A.  S.  R.  820,  9  Wis.  261,  145  N.  W.  816,  Ann.  Cas. 
L.R.A.  236,  affirmed  139  U.  S.  240,  1915C  1148. 

11  S.  Ct.  559,  35  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  159;  Notes:  13  A.  S.  R.  418;  21  Ami, 

Hogg  V.  Beerman,  41  Ohio  St.  81.  52  Cas.  777. 

Am.  Rep.  71.  See  also  snpra,  par.  10. 

Note:  60  L.R.A.  483.  13.  See  infra,  par.  19. 

12.  Chalker  v.  Dickinson,  1  Conn.  14.  Notes:  131  A.  S.  R.  757;  42 
382,  6  Am.  Dec.  250;  Parker  v.  Cut-  L.R.A.  305.   See  also  Waters. 

ler  Milldam  Co.,  20  Me.  353,  37  Am.  15.  Carson  v.  Blazer,  2  Bin.  (Pa.) 

Dec.  50;   Com.  v.  Chapin,  5  Pick.  475,  4  Am.  Dec.  463. 

(Mass.)  109,  16  Am.  Dee.  386;  Carson  Notes:  131  A.  S,  E.  767  ;  42  L.B~A. 

T.  Blazer,  2  Bin.  (Pa.)  475,  4  Am.  316, 

Dee.  463 ;  Tinicum  Fishing  Co.  v.  Car-  See  also  Waters. 
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water.^*  There  is  no  necessary  connection  between  a  commoD  right 
of  fishing  and  a  common  right  of  navigation;  the  public  easement 
of  navigation  does  not  of  itself  sustain  a  common  right  of  fishing 
in  the  waters.  The  right  of  the  public  to  fish  and  the  right  to 
navigate  are  separate  and  distinct.  One  has  no  more  right  to  catch 
fish  as  an  incident  of  navigation,  than  has  a  traveler  on  a  public 
road  to  shoot  game,  cut  grass,  or  dig  minerals  in  highway.*' 
Though  prima  facie  no  one  has  a  several  fishery  on  a  navigable 
stream,  yet  such  a  privilege  may,  as  a  general  proposition,  be  acqtured 
by  a  grant  from  the  state,**  or  by  prescription^* 

17.  Lakes  and  Ponds. — Under  the  common  law  system  of  navi- 
gable waters,  the  public  right  of  fishery  existed  only  in  those  waters 
in  which  the  tide  ebbed  and  flowed.**  Where  the  tide  ebbed  and 
flowed,  the  soil  beneath  the  water  was  vested  in  the  crown,  and  the 
rights  of  fishing  and  navigation  were  enjoyed  by  the  public  in 
common;  but  where  the  tide  did  not  ebb  and  flow,  the  soii  beneath 
the  water  was  generally  vested  in  the  riparian  owner  and  such  owner 
had  the  exclusive  rights  of  fishery  and  navigation.  These  rules 
were  applied  to  inland  lakes  and  ponds,  and  it  is  the  present  view 
of  the  English  courts  that  in  such  waters  there  is  no  ri^t  of  fish- 
ing common  to  the  public'  The  size  of  the  lake  did  not  affect 
the  rule,  for  the  failure  of  the  largest  lake  to  have  any  appreciable 
tide  stamped  it  as  the  private  property  of  the  surrounding  owners.* 
But  the  lakes  of  Great  Britain  are  not  comparable  in  size  to  the 
lakes  of  America,  and  it  would  be  an  absurdity  to  claim  that  the 
Great  Lakes  of  America  are  not  navigable  waters.  In  the  United 
States,  it  is  only  the  small  lakes  and  ponds  which  are  closed  to  public 
fishing;*  and  in  the  larger  lakes  the  public  have  a  common  right 
of  fishery.^  Even  in  the  case  of  smaller  bodies,  if  the  title  to  the 
soil  beneath  the  waters  remains  in  the  state,  the  public  may  have 
a  common  fishery.'  The  right  of  the  public  to  fish  in  lakes  or  ponds 
may,  however,  as  in  the  case  of  tide  waters,  be  lost  by  a  sovereign 

16.  Sehulte  v.  Warren,  218  HI.  108,  S.  Lincoln  v.  Davis,  63  Uioh.  376, 
76  N.  E.  783,  13  L.RA.(N.S.)  745.  19  N.  W.  103,  61  Am.  Rep.  116. 

17.  Sehulte  v.  Warren,  218  HI  108,  Note:  60  L.R.A.  512. 
75  N.  E.  783, 13  L.RA.(N.S.)  746.  3.  See  infra,  par.  19. 

Note:  131  A.  S.  R.  768.  4.  Conant  v.  Jordan,  107  He.  227, 

18.  See  snpra,  par.  U.  77  Atl.  938,  31  L.RA.(N.S.)  434  and 


1.  Hardin  t.  Jordan,  140  U.  S.  371,  v.  Franklin  Falls  Co.,  49  N.  H.  240,  6 

11  8.  Ct.  808,  838,  36  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  Am.  Rep.  613;  Euchn  t.  City  of  BCU- 

428;  Conant  v.  Jordan,  107  Me.  227,  wankee,  83  Wis.  683,  63  N.  W.  912, 

77  AtL  938,  31  L.R.A.(N.S.)  434:  18  L.RA.  653. 

Linooln  v.  Davis,  53  Hieh.  376,  19  N.  Notes:  38  Am.  Bep.  265;  60  LJt.A. 

W.  103,  61  Am.  Rep.  U6.  613. 

Note:  60  L.R.A.  612.  6.  Note:  60  L.R.A.  513 


19.  See  supra,  par.  13. 
SO.  See  supra,  par.  16. 
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grant  of  a  several  fishery,*  or  by  prescription.'  If,  by  reason  of  an 
earthquake,  a  large  area  of  private  lands  is  lowered  so  as  to  become 
a  lake  of  such  size  that  it  is  classified  as  a  navigable  lake,  the  owners 
of  the  land  do  not  lose  their  rights  to  the  soil.  They  have  an 
exclusive  right  of  fishery  within  their  boundaries,  though  they  would 
have  no  right  to  prevent  the  free  movement  of  the  fish;  but  over 
lands  owned  by  the  state  at  the  time  of  the  earthquake,  the  public 
has  a  common  right  of  fishery.* 

18.  Shellfish. — The  rules  mentioned  above  as  to  the  fishery  rights 
in  public  waters  are  usually  held  to  apply  to  shellfish  as  well  as 
other  fish.*  Thus  the  right  to  gather  oysters  from  the  bed  of  an 
arm  of  the  sea  is' generally  vested  in  the  public  and  no  one  ac- 
quires an  exclusive  right  to  cultivate  oysters  in  such  a  place  with- 
out a  grant  from  the  state.**  An  oystery  is  regarded  as  a  particular 
rjpecies  of  fishing  and  is  included  in  a  right  of  fishery.**  And,  in 
the  same  way,  the  public  have  a  common  right  to  dig  clams  from 
■  the  soil  of  public  waters,  unless  the  state  has  given  an  exclusive 
franchise  for  such  purpose  to  particular  persons.**  Thus  one  may 
dig  clams  along  the  shore  of  the  sea  between  the  high  and  low 
water  marks,  tliough  it  disturbs  the  right  of  the  upland  proprietor 
to  the  grass  or  sedge  growing  along  the  shore.**  Though  one  can- 
not obtain  an  exclusive  right  to  a  shellfishery  without  permission 
of  the  state,  it  is  sometimes  held  that  he  may  acquire  title  to  specific 
oysters  or  clams  by  planting  and  cultivating  them,**  but  by  the 
cultivation  of  privately  owned  shellfish  one  cannot  interfere  with 
the  right  of  the  general  public  to  take  oysters  or  clams  from  natural 
beds,**  and  a  citizen  who,  in  taking  clams  from  a  natural  bed, 
injures  oyslers  planted  thereon  without  authority  from  the  state, 
is  not  liable  to  the  owner  of  the  oysters  for  such  injuries,  provided 
be  acts  with  due  care  and  does  no  unnecessary  damage  to  the 

6.  See  supra,  par.  11.  69  Am.  Dec.  57;  Weston  v.  Sampson, 

7.  See  suprn,  par.  13.  8  Cush.  (Masa.)  347,  54  Am.  Dec.  764; 

8.  State  V.  West  Tennessee  Land  Packard  v.  Ryder,  144  Mass.  440, 11  N. 
.Co.,  127  Tenn.  575,  158  S.  AV.  746,  E.  578, 59  Am.  Rep.  101 ;  Brown  v.  De- 
Ann.  Cas.  1914B  1043.  Gro£E,  50  N.  J.  L.  409,  14  AU.  219,  7 

9.  Parker  v.  Cutler  Milldam  Co.,  20  A.  S.  R.  794;  Allen  v.  Allen,  19  R.  I. 
Me.  353,  37  Am.  Dec.  56;  Moulton  v.  114,  32  Atl.  166,  61  A.  S.  R.  738  and 
Libbey,  37  Me.  472,  59  Am.  Dec.  57;  note,  30  L.RJ^.  497. 

State  v.  Leavitt,  105  Me.  76,  72  Atl.  Note:  60  L.R.A.  516. 

875,  26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  799;  Com.  v.  Hil-  13.  Allen  v.  Allen,  19  R.  I.  114,  32 

ton,  174  Mass.  29,  54  N.  B.  362,  45  Atl.  166,  61  A.  S.  R.  738,  30  L.R.A. 

L.R.A.  475.  497. 

Note:  60  L.R.A.  516.  14.  See  supra,  par.  4. 

10.  Note :  60  L.R.A.  516.  15.  Brown  v.  DeQrofiE,  50  N.  J.  L. 

11.  Moulton  V.  Libbey,  37  Me.  472,  409, 14  AtL  219,  7  A.  S.  B.  794. 
69  Am.  Dee.  57.  Note :  68  A.  S.  B.  36. 

12.  Moulton  V.  Libbey,  87  He.  472, 
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oysters.^*  In  most  jurisdictions,  the  state  is  permitted  to  convey 
or  lease  clam  or  oyster  beds  to  private  individuals;^^  and,  where 
such  practice  is  permitted,  the  grantee  or  lessee  may  acquire  an 
exclusive  right  to  plant  and  cultivate  shellfish  on  the  bed,  and 
others  may  be  enjoined  from  interfering  with  such  bed.^^  An  implied 
license  from  the  state  to  use  land  for  oyster  cultivation  is  subject 
to  revocation,  and  may  be  revoked  by  a  notice  served  upon  the  licensee 
by  one  to  whom  the  state  has  ceded  its  rights.'*  In  some  of  the 
coast  states,  statutes  have  been  passed  permitting  riparian  owners 
along  the  sea  to  use  exclusively  certain  areas  of  the  waters  for  the 
cultivation  of  oysters,*"  and  such  statutes  are  ^nerally  held  valid 
and  the  owners  of  oysters  planted  pursuant  thereto  will  be  protected 
in  their  ownership.'  As  in  the  case  of  other  fisheries,*  the  circum- 
stances may  be  such  as  to  permit  one  to  obtain  by  prescription  a 
several  fishery  in  shellfish,  but  in  such  case  the  possession  must 
be  adverse  and  exclusive,'  and  the  mere  fact  that  a  person  has  been 
accustomed  for  many  years  to  dig  clams  on  a  certain  flat  between 
the  high  and  low  water  marks  is  no  evidence  of  any  exclu^ve  right 
at  that  place.* 

IV.  RiaHT  TO  Fish  in  Privati!  Watebs 

19.  In  General. — A  wide  difference  exists  between  the  right  to 
fish  in  private  waters  and  the  right  to  fish  in  public  waters.  As 
already  seen,  piscatorial  rights  in  public  waters  are  vested  in  the 
public  until  an  exclusive  right  is  acquired  by  an  individucd,'  but 
in  private  waters  the  exclusive  rights  of  fishing  belong  to  the  owners 
of  the  soil  beneath  the  waters.*    When  a  conveyance  is  made  of 

16.  Brown  v.  DeOrofE,  50  N.  J.  L.  Phipps  v.  State,  22  Md.  380,  85  Am. 
409, 14  At!.  219,  7  A.  S.  R.  794.  Dee.  654. 

17.  MeCready  v.  Vii^ia,  94  U.  S.      2.  See  supra,  par.  13. 

391,  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  248;  Phipps  3.  Lowndes  v.  Huntington,  153  XJ.  S. 

V.  State,  22  Md.  380,  85  Am.  Dec.  1, 14  S.  Ct.  758,  38  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  615. 

654;  Payne  v.  Providence  Gaa.  Co.,  31  4.  Moulton  v.  Libbey,  37  Me.  472,  59 

R.  I.  295,  77  Atl.  145,  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  Am.  Dee.  57. 

65;  Sequim  Bay  Canning  Co.  v.  Bn^^  Note:  60  L.R.A.  521. 

49  Wash.  127,  94  Pac.  922,  16  Ann  5.  See  supra,  par.  10. 

Caa.  196  and  note.  6.  Turner  v.  Hebron,  61  Conn.  176, 

18.  Sequim  Bay  Canning  Co.  v.  22  Atl.  951,  14  L.R.A.  386;  Beckman 
Bugge,  49  Wash.  127,  94  Pac.  922,  16  v.  Kreamer,  43  III.  447,  92  Am.  Dec 
Ann.  Caa.  196  and  note.  146;  State  v.  Roberts,  59  N.  H.  256,  47 

19.  Lowndes  v.  Huntington,  153  U.  Am.  Rep.  199;  Albright  v.  Sussex 
S.  1,  14  S.  Ct.  758,  38  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  County  Lake  and  Park  Commission,  71 
615.  N.  J.  L.  303,  57  Ati.  398,  108  A  S.  R. 

20.  Newport  News  Shipbuilding  &  749,  2  Ann.  Cas.  48,  69  L.R.A.  768; 
Dry  Dock  Co.  V.  Jones,  105  Va.  503,  54  Hooker  v.  Cummings,  20  Johns.  (N. 
S.  E.  314,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  247.  Y.)  90, 11  Am.  Dec.  249 ;  State  v.  Tber- 

1.  Cain  V.  Simonson  (Ala.)  39  So.  iault,  70  Vt.  617,  41  Atl.  1030,  67  A. 
671,  3  L.R.A.(K.S.)  205  and  note;  S.  R.  695,  43  L.R.A.  290. 
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land  bounded  by  a  non-navigable  stream,  unless  ti>e  grant  requires 
a  different  construction,  the  center  of  the  stream  is  deemed  the 
boundary  line,^  and  where  such  is  the  case,  each  riparian  owner 
has  the  right  to  an  exclusive  fishery  on  his  own  side  to  the  center 
of  the  stream.^  If  one  owns  the  land  on  both  sides  of  the  stream, 
ordinarily  the  title  to  the  bed  of  the  stream  is  vested  in  him,  and 
he  has  the  solo  privilege  of  fishing  in  that  portion  of  the  stream 
within  his  lands.'  As  to  lakes  and  ponds,  the  larger  ones  in  the 
United  States  are  heM  to  be  vested  in  the  public  for  navigation 
and  fishing  purposes;  but  the  smaller  ones  are  considered  private 
waters,  and  the  soil  and  the  fishing  rights  generally  belong  to  the 
riparian  proprietors.'*  The  soil  beneath  a  private  water  may  how- 
ever belong  to  one  not  the  riparian  owner,  and  in  such  a  case  the 
latter  has  no  fishing  rights  in  the  water.''  If  the  United  States 
or  a  state  owns  the  title  to  the  soil  beneath  an  inland  lake  or  non- 
navigable  stream,  the  members  of  the  public  have  a  common  right 
of  fishing;  the  riparian  owners  have  no  exclusive  use  of  the  waters, 
though  they  have  to  the  banks.''  The  fact  that  a  private  stream  has 
been  stocked  by  the  state  does  not  give  others  than  riparian  propri- 
etors any  right  to  take  fish  from  the  water.  The  public  benefited 
by  the  stocking  are  the  landowners  along  the  stream.'^  Even  if 
the  stocking  of  the  stream  by  the  state  were  thought  to  give  the 
publio  a  license  to  catch  the  fish  therefrom,  they  would  have  no 
right  to  pass  over  the  riparian  owner's  premises  to  get  to  the  stream.*' 
Nor  can  any  legislative  fiat  confer  such  a  right  on  another;  for 

Notes:  13  A.  S.  R.  420;  81  A.  S.  R.  Pac.  239,  83  A.  S.  R.  82L  64  L.R.A. 
511;  13LA.  S.  R.  752  ;  60  L.R.A.  484;  178. 

3  Ann.  Cas.  860.  Notes:  131  A.  8.  R.  752  ;  60  L.R.A. 

7.  See  BouKDABiES,  vol.  4,  p.  86  et  485;  3  Ann.  Cas.  860. 
■eq.  10.  See  supra,  par.  17. 

8.  Beekman  v.  Kreamer,  43  HI.  447,  11.  Turner  v.  Hebron,  61  Conn.  175, 
92  Am.  Dec.  146;  Com.  v.  Chapin,  5  22  Atl.  951, 14  L.R.A.  386;  Beckraan  v. 
Pick.  (Mass.)  199,  16  Am.  Deo.  386;  Kreamer,  43  HI,  447,  92  Am.  Dec.  146; 
Hooker  v.  Cnmmings,  20  Johns.  <N.  Marsh  v.  Colby,  39  Mich.  626,  33  Am. 
T.)  90,  11  Am.  Dee.  249;  Carter  v.  f/P-.t^^/'  ^tate  v  Roberts,  59  N.  H. 
Mureot,  4  Burr.  2162,  12  Eng.  Rul.  256,  47  Am  Rep.  IM.        ^„  ,  „  . 

166  Notes:  13  A.  8.  R.  420;  60  L.R.A. 

JTs'-finn  cJslt'  ''l^.'liikv:Nye;47  0hioSt.336. 

'"l:  Be' 'k^r.  KT«.me;,  43  1.1.  447,  f^gN^^^.'S  21  A.  ^'r.  828,  8  UR^! 

mo'VH-        ^^^^^T  ^^"i^oo  People  V.  Truckee  Lumber  Co., 

S      ^'                    •  Cal.  397,  48  Pac  374,  58  A.  S.  R. 

(N.S.)  745;  Waters  v.  Lilley,  4  Pick.  133,  39  L.R.A.  581. 

(Mass.)  145,  16  Am.  Dec.  333;  Beach  14.  Beach  v.  Morgan,  67  N.  H.  529, 

V.  Morgan,  67  N.  H.  529,  41  Atl.  349,  4I  Atl.  349,  68  A.  8.  R.  692. 

68  A.  S.  R.  692;  People  v.  Piatt,  17  15.  Albright  v.  Cortright,  64  N.  J. 

Johns.  (N.  y.)  195,  8  Am.  Dec.  382;  L.  330,  45  Atl.  634,  81  A.  S.  B.  504,  48 

Griffith  V.  Holman,  23  Wash.  347,  63  L.It.A.  616. 
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any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  legislature  to  give  one  a  right  of 
passage  over  the  lands  of  another  calls  into  force  the  constitutional 
provision  forbidding  the  taking  of  lands  without  due  process  of  law." 

20.  Limitations  on  Riparian  Owner's  Rights. — ^Every  person  is 
required  to  use  and  enjoy  his  own  property,  however  absolute  and 
unqualified  his  title,  so  that  his  use  of  it  shall  not  operate  injuri- 
ously to  others  having  an  equal  right  to  the  enjoyment  of  their 
property.  Accordingly,  while  a  riparian  owner  has  the  exdusiTe 
right  of  fishery  upon  his  own  land,  he  must  so  exercise  that  right 
as  not  to  injure  othera  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  right  upon  their 
lands,  either  above  or  below.*'  One  riparian  landowner  is  not  the 
owner  of  the  fish  swimming  in  the  stream.  The  fish,  until  re- 
duced to  the  actual  possession  of  the  proprietor,  belong  to  the  people 
of  the  state,  and  he  must  not  obstruct  their  passage  to  his  neigh- 
bor's waters.*®  A  landowner  may,  however,  cut  a  new  channel 
for  a  stream  of  public  water  across  his  property,  and  convert  the 
old  channel  into  fish  ponds  and  hatcheries,  maintain  screens  to 
prevent  the  fish  from  passing  between  the  ponds  and  the  new  chan- 
nel, and  divert  water  from  the  stream  to  supply  the  ponds,  returning 
it  to  the  stream  ^^n  before  it  leaves  his  land,  although  the  old 
stream  was  a  natural  feeding  and  spawning  ground  for  fish."  One 
landowner  is  not  permitted  to  destroy  fish  which  he  does  not  take.*" 
For  example,  one  riparian  owner  will  not  be  permitted  to  pollute 
the  water  to  the  injury  of  the  fishing  rights  of  a  lower  proprietor.* 
Another  limitation  on  the  riparian  owner's  rights  is  the  power  of 
regulation  which  the  state  may  exercise  over  the  taking  of  fish 
either  in  private  or  public  waters.* 

21.  Acquisition  of  Right  by  Other  than  Riparian  Owner. — ^The 
ownership  of  the  soil  and  that  of  the  fishing  privileges  are  not  neces- 
sarily coextensive.  Though  the  law  presumes  that  they  are  vested 
in  the  same  person,  nevertheless  the  law  permits  their  separation.' 
Thus,  the  owner  of  soil  covered  by  private  waters  may  grant  to 

16.  Hartman  V.  Tresise,  36  Colo.  146,  Pac.  352,  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1138. 

84  Pac.  685,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  872;  New  20.  People  v.  Truckee  Lumber  Co., 

England  Trout  &  Salmon  Club  v.  Ma-  116  Cal.  397,  48  Pac.  374,  68  A.  S.  R. 

ther,  63  Vt  BBS,  35  AU.  323, 33  L.RA.  183,  39  L.R.A.  581. 

569.  Notes:  60  L.R.A.  508;  33  LJt.A. 

Notes:  131  A.  S.  R.  763  ;  41  L.R.A.  (N.S.)  74. 

268.  1.  People  v.  Truckee  Lumber  Co., 

See  CoNSTrrnnOKAL  Law,  toL  6,  p.  116  Cal.  397,  48  Pac.  374,  58  A.  S.  R. 

472  et  seq.  183,  39  L.R.A.  581;  Hodges  v.  Pine 

17.  Com.  V.  Chapin,  5  Pick.  (Mass.)  Product  Co.,  135  Ga.  134,  68  S.  E. 
199,  16  Am.  Dee.  386;  Griffith  v.  Hoi-  1107,  21  Ann.  Cas.  1052,  33  L.R.A. 
man,  23  Wash.  347,  63  Pac.  239,  83  (N.S.)  74  and  note. 

A.  S.  R.  821,  54  L.R.A.  178.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1914B  548. 

18.  See  supra,  par.  3.  2.  See  infra,  par.  28. 

19.  State  V.  Baiter,  37  Utah  345, 108     3.  See  snpra,  par.  7. 
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another  a  free  or  an  exclusive  right  of  fishing  in  such  waters;* 
or  he  may  convey  the  land  and  reserve  to  himself  the  right  of  fishing.* 
The  right  to  talce  fish  from  the  private  waters  of  another  may  be 
acquired  by  prescription ;  *  but  occasional  trespasses,  though  con- 
tinued for  many  years,  will  not  form  a  basis  for  a  prescriptive 
right'  Moreover,  each  claimant  to  such  prescriptive  right  must 
acquire  it  for  himself,  and  the  public,  as  such,  cannot  secure  the 
right  to  fish  in  the  waters  by  virtue  of  the  acts  of  some  of  its  mem- 
bers in  taking  fish  therefrom  for  a  long  period  of  time.^  Nor  can 
the  public  in  general  acquire  the  right  by  dedication,'  condemna- 
tion,*® legislative  act,'*  or  by  a  change  in  the  water  so  that  it 
becomes  navigable  to  the  public.*'  The  right  to  enter  the  private 
lands  of  another  and  take  fish  from  his  waters  is  a  right  which 
cannot  be  acquired  by  custom.  Though  tiie  public  has  customarily  ^ 
resorted  to  such  waters  for  time  immemorial  and  taken  fish  there- 
from without  objection,  a  member  of  the  public,  solely  as  such, 
cannot  continue  to  do  so  after  the  owner  has  protested.** 


4.  Turner  v.  Hebron,  61  Conn.  175,  N.  E.  686,  21  A.  S.  R.  828,  8  L.R.A. 

22  Atl.  951,  14  L.R.A.  386;  Beckman  578. 

V.  Kreamer,  43  111.  447,  92  Am.  Deo.  Note:  131  A.  S.  R.  761. 

146;  Lakeman  v.  Butler,  17  Pick.  10.  Albright  v.  Sussex  County  Lake 

(Mass.)  436,  28  Am.  Dec.  311.  and  Park  Commission,  71  N.  J.  L.  303, 

Notes:  40  L.R.A.  393  ;  60  L.R.A.  57  At!.  398,  108  A.  S.  R.  749,  2  Ann. 

495;  Ann.  Cas.  1914B  546.  Cas.  48,  69  L.R.A.  768.   And  see  gen- 

6.  Beckman  v.  Kreamer,  43  111.  447,  erally,  Eujnknt  Domaik,  vol.  10,  p. 

92  Am.  Dec.  146.  32. 

Note:  60  L.R.A.  495.  11.  Hartman  v.  Tresise,  36  Colo. 

6.  Melvin  v.  Wbiting,  10  Pick.  146,  84  Pac.  685,  4  L.R.A.(N.S.)  872. 
(Mass.)  295,  20  Am.  Dec.  624.  12.  See  supra,  par.  16, 17. 

Note:  60  L.R.A.  497.  13.  Waters  v.  Lilley,  4  Pick.  (Mass.) 

7.  Beach  v.  Morgan,  67  N.  H.  529,  145,  16  Am.  Dec.  333;  Beach  v.  Mor- 
41  Atl.  349,  68  A.  S.  R.  692.  gan,  67  N.  H.  529,  41  Atl.  349,  68  A. 

Note:  60  L.R.A.  497.  S.  R.  692;  Cobb  v.  Davenport,  33  N. 

8.  Turner  v.  Hebron,  61  Conn.  175,  J.  L.  223,  97  Am.  Dec.  718;  Albright 
22  Atl.  951,  14  L.R.A.  386  and  note;  v.  Cortright,  64  N.  J.  L.  330,  45  Atl. 
Albright  v.  Cortright,  64  N.  J.  L.  330,  634,  81  A.  S.  R.  504,  48  L.R.A.  616; 
46  Atl.  634,  81  A.  8.  R.  604, 48  L.R.A.  Albright  v.  Snssex  County  Lake  & 
616.  Park  Commission,  71  N.  J.  L.  303,  57 

Notes:  131  A.  S.  R.  761;  60  L.R.A.  Atl.  398, 108  A.  S.  R.  749, 2  Ann.  Cas. 

497.  48,  69  L.RA.  768;  Lembeck  v.  Nye,  47 

9.  Turner  v.  Hebron,  61  Conn.  175,  Ohio  St.  336,  24  N.  E.  686,  21  A.  S. 
22  Atl.  951,  14  L.R.A.  38G;  Cobb  v.  R.  828,  8  L.R.A.  578;  Hume  v.  Rogue 
Davenport,  33  N.  J.  L.  223,  97  Am.  River  Packing  Co.,  51  Ore.  237,  83 
Dee.  718;  Albright  t.  Sussex  County  Pac.  391,  92  Pac.  1065,  96  Pac.  865, 
Lake  and  Park  Commissiou,  71  N.  J.  131  A.  S.  R.  732,  31  L.R.A.(N.S.)  396. 
L.  303,  57  Atl.  398,  108  A.  S.  R.  749,  2  Notes:  131  A.  S.  R.  761;  60  L.R.A. 
Ann.  Cas.  48,  69  L.R.A.  768.  See  also  498. 

Lembeck  v.  Nye,  47  Ohio  St.  336,  24  See  generally,  Usaobs  and  Custous. 
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V.  Injuey  to  Right  of  Fishery 

22.  In  General. — The  exclusive  right  to  fish  at  a  certain  place, 
in  either  public  or  private  waters,  is  a  property  right,**  and  an  injury 
to  such  a  right  is  actionable.'*  Though  there  may  be  no  right  of 
action  based  directly  on  an  injury  to  the  fish  in  the  waters,  since 
until  they  are  reduced  to  actuEtl  possession  they  belong  to  the  state 
and  not  to  the  owner  of  the  fishery,"  yet  the  lessening  of  the  supply 
of  fish  is  an  injury  to  the  fishery,  and  thus  indirectly  an  injury  to 
the  fish  may  support  an  action  by  the  owner  of  the  fishery.  So,  if 
one  pollutes  the  water,  tiie  proprietor,  though  he  cannot  recover 
the  value  of  the  fish  thereby  killed,  may  recover  for  the  injuries 
to  his  fishing  rights.*'  Thus,  a  municipality  may  be  liable  for 
damages  if  it  discharges  sewage  into  waters  and  thereby  causes  inju- 
ries to  a  private  oyster  bed.  And  the  fact  that  the  municipality  is 
authorized  by  the  legislature  to  cast  its  sewage  into  the  water  is 
not  material,  for  the  destruction  of  the  oyster  bed  is  a  taking  of 
property  and  cannot  be  authorized  by  the  legislature  except  upon 
compensation.*^  One  member  of  the  public  cannot  generally  com- 
plain of  an  infringement  on  a  public  right  of  fishing;  the  remedy, 
if  any,  is  generally  required  to  be  sought  by  the  state.**  But,  in 
some  cases,  where  a  particular  person  is  especially  injured  in  his 
right  to  take  fish  from  a  common  fishery,  the  law  permits  him  to 
seek  a  remedy  for  his  own  injury.*** 

23.  Conflict  between  Right  of  Fishery  and  Right  of  Navigation. — 
A  common  right  of  fishery  in  public  waters,  though  superior  to  tlie 
right  of  a  riparian  owner  to  cut  grass  or  sedge  along  the  foreshore,* 
is  held  and  enjoyed  subject  to  the  right  of  navigation.'  The  reason 


14.  See  sapra,  par.  6.  L.R.A.  653. 

15.  Griffith  v.  Holman,  23  Wash.  1.  Allen  v.  Allen,  19  R.  I.  114,  32 
347,  63  Pac  239,  83  A.  S.  R.  821,  54  Atl.  166,  61  A.  S.  R.  738,  30  L.R.A. 
L.R.A.  178.  497. 

Note:  Ann.  Caa.  1914B  648.  2.  Ei  parte  iiaiJey,  155  (  a).  472, 101 

16.  See  supra,  par.  2.  Pac.  441,  132  A.  S.  R.  95,  31  L.R.A. 

17.  Hodges  V.  Pine  Product  Co.,  135  (N.S.)  534;  Moulton  v.  Libbey,  37  Me. 
Ga.  134,  68  S.  E.  1107,  21  Ann.  Caa.  472,  59  Am.  Dec.  67;  Post  v.  Munn,  4 
1052  and  note,  33  L.R.A.(N.S.)  74.  N.  J.  L.  61,  7  Am.  Dec.  570;  Lewis  v. 

Note :  Ann.  Gas.  1914B  548.  Keeling,  46  N.  C.  299,  62  Am.  Dec. 

18.  Huflhnire  v.  Brooklyn,  162  N.  T.  168;  Cobb  v.  Bennett,  75  Pa.  St.  326, 
684,  57  N.  E.  176,  48  L.R.A.  421.  15  Am.  Rep.  752;  Payne  v.  Providence 

19.  Delaware  &  M.  R.  Co.  v.  Stump,  Gas  Co.,  31  R.  I.  295,  77  Atl.  145,  Ann. 
8  Gill  &  J.  (Md.)  479,  29  Am.  Dec.  Cas.  1912B  65;  Wright  v.  Mulvauev. 
661 ;  Kuehn  v.  Milwaukee,  83  Wis.  583,  78  Wis.  89,  46  N.  W,  1045,  23  A.  S. 
53  N.  W.  912, 18  L.R.A.  553.  R.  393,  9  L.R.A.  807  and  note.    Se  - 

20.  Brown  v.  DeGroff,  50  N.  J.  L.  also  Williams  v.  v.  Wilco'^,  8  Ad.  &  El. 
409, 14  Atl.  219,  7  A.  S.  R.  794;  Mor-  314,  35  E.  C.  L.  396,  47  Rev.  Rep.  595, 
ris  7.  Graham,  16  Wash.  343,  47  Pac.  25  •Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  427. 

752,  58  A.  S.  R.  33;  Kuehn  v.  Mil-  Notes:  131  A.  S.  R.  762  ;  60  L.RJI. 

waokee,  83  Wis.  583,  53  N.  W.  912. 18  507:  64  L.B.A.  982;  21  Ann.  Cas.  781. 
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for  the  superiority  of  the  right  of  navigation  may  be  found  in  the 
circumstance  that  the  piscatorial  rights  in  the  water  may,  as  a 
general  proposition,  be  exercised  at  numerous  places  in  the  water, 
but  navigation  is  generally  confined  to  certain  definite  localities.  The 
mutual  adjustment  of  the  two  rights  in  order  that  both  may  be 
reasonably  enjoyed,  therefore,  requires  that  in  the  places  available 
for  navigation  the  fishing  rights  be  secondary.'  Another  reason  is 
found  in  the  greater  public  benefit  derived  from  the  navigation.' 
If  the  soil  under  the  waters  is  vested  in  an  individual,  he  may 
build  thereon  a  wharf  or  dock  or  other  structure  which  will  be  an 
aid  to  navigation And  if  the  title  to  the  soil  under  the  water 
is  vested  in  the  state,  it  may  authorize  a  person  to  construct  a  wharf 
or  pier  thereon  in  aid  of  navigation.  Any  damage  thereby  caused 
by  the  fishing  privileges  of  others  is  damnum  absque  injuria.*  One 
of  the  rights  generally  accorded  to  the  upland  owner  along  a  tide 
water  is  the  privilege  of  maintaining  a  wharf  in  front  of  his  lands 
between  the  low  and  high  water  mark;  and  there  can  be  no  recov- 
ery if  the  exercise  of  such  right  causes  injury  to  an  oystery  or  other 
fishery.'  So,  too,  if  a  vessel  finds  it  reasonably  necessary  in  the 
course  of  her  navigation  to  run  over  nets  or  other  fishing  apparatus 
in  the  water,  she  may  do  so  with  impunity,*  and  if  a  net  is  in  her 
course  the  master  is  not  generally  oblis;ed  to  seek  another  course  or 
to  wait  until  the  owner  of  the  net  withdraws  it.*  If  nets  are  set 
in  navigable  waters  in  a  permanent  manner  by  means  of  stakes  driven- 
in  the  soil  so  as  to  interfere  with  navigation,  they  constitute  a  public- 
nuisance  ; "  and  an  individual  especially  aggrieved  thereby,  such 
as  the  owner  of  adjoining  property  using  the  w&ters  for  navigation, 
may  procure  an  injunction  to  prevent  the  continuance  of  the  obstruc- 
tion.^^ One  planting  oysters  on  the  soil  of  navigable  waters  cannot 
complain  of  an  injury  to  the  bed  by  reason  of  dredging  done  under 
the  authority  of  the  federal  government  for  the  improvement  of 
navigation.  One  who  holds  submerged  lands  under  navigable  waters 
and  devotes  them  to  the  cultivation  of  oysters,  takes  the  premises 

8.  Note :  60  L.R.A.  607.  nett.  76  Pa.  St.  326, 15  Am.  Rep.  752. 

4.  Lewis  V.  Keeling,  46  N.  C.  299,  Notes:  131  A.  S.  K.  763  :  64  LRJk, 
62  Am.  Dec.  166.  982. 

5.  Monlton  v.  libbey,  37  Me.  472, 59  9.  Lewis  v.  Keeling,  46  N.  C.  299, 
Am.  Dec.  57.  62  Am.  Dee.  168. 

Note:  60  L.R.A.  507.  10.  Reyburn  v.  Sawyer.  135  N.  C. 

6.  Tinienm  Fishing  Co.  v.  Carter,  00  328.  47  S.  E.  761, 102  A.  S.  R.  555,  65 
Pa.  St.  85,  36  Am.  Rep.  632.  L.R.A.  930. 

7.  Prior  v.  Swartz,  62  Conn.  132,  25  11.  Reybum  v.  Sawyer,  135  N.  C- 
Atl.  398,  36  A.  S.  R.  333,  18  L.R.A.  328,  47  S.  E.  761, 103  A.  S.  R.  555,  65 
668.  See  generally,  Wharves.  L.R~A.  930.    See  also  Slingerland  v. 

8.  Post  v.  Munn,  4  N.  J.  I4.  61,  7  International  Contracting  169  N. 
Am.  Dee.  570;  Lewis  t.  Keeling,  46  N.  T.  60,  61  N.  E.  995,  56  L.RJL  494. 
C.  299,  62  Am.  Dec.  168:  Cobb  v.  Ben-  Note:  68  L.Rj&.  847. 
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subject  to  the  control  of  Congress  over  navigation  and  commerce.** 
If  one  plants  an  oyster  bed  wbich  interferes  with  navigation  it  may 
constitute  a  nuisance  and  be  abated  thtf  same  as  otber  nuisances; 
but  one  cannot,  as  an  aid  to  navigation,  appropriate  tbe  oysters  to 
his  own  use.^* 

24.  Unnecessary  Injury  to  Fishery  from  Navigation. — ^While  the 
right  of  navigation  in  navigable  waters  is  paramount  to  that  of  fish- 
ing, it  is  not  exclusive,  and  navigators  cannot  be  indifferent  to  the 
rights  of  fishermen.  The  right  of  navigation,  though  superior,  does 
not  take  away  the  right  of  fishery;  it  limits  it  only  so  far  as  it 
int^feres  with  the  fair,  useful  and  legitimate  exercise  of  the  right 
of  navigation.^*  Though  there  is  no  liability  for  fishing  apparatus 
necessarily  injured  by  a  vessel  in  her  proper  course,**  there  must  be 
no  malice  or  wantonness,  no  unnecessary  damage  or  negligent  destruc- 
tion. The  injury  must  be  justified  by  a  bona  fide  exercise  of  the 
right  of  navigation,*^  and  navigators  who  unnecessarily,  designedly, 
or  negligently  run  their  boats  or  cast  their  anchors  into  nets,  seines, 
or  other  fishing  apparatus,  may  be  held  liable  for  the  injury.*' 
While  a  vessel  proceeding  in  good  faith  is  entitled  to  take  her  course 
in  the  navigation  of  waters  and  hold  it  without  regard  to  the  posi- 
tion of  a  fisherman's  net,**  it  has  been  held  that  if  the  mariner  is 
warned  of  the  position  of  the  net  and  is  requested  to  change  his 
course  and  he  can  do  so  without  prejudice  to  the  reasonable  prose- 
cution of  the  voyage,  his  injury  to  the  net  may  be  deemed  unneces- 
sary When  the  rights  of  navigators  and  fishermen  in  public 
waters  necessarily  confiict,  the  latter  must  yield  to  the  paramount 
rights  of  the  former,' but  a  navigator  may  not  by  his  own  negligence 
unnecessarily  force  the  two  rights  into  conflict,  and  then  claim  the 
benefit  of  the  paramount  right.  Thus  he  may  run  his  vessel  over 
a  net  in  the  nighttime  when  he  cannot  see  it,  or  in  the  daytime 
if  he  cannot  avoid  it  without  interfering  with  the  reasonable  prosecu- 
tion of  his  voyage,  or  if  driven  upon  it  by  stress  of  weather;  but 

12.  Newport  News  Shipbuilding  Lewis  v.  Keeling,  46  N.  C.  29fl,  62  Am. 
etc.,  Co.  V,  Jones,  105  Va.  503,  54  8.  Dec.  1G8;  Wright  v.  Mulvaney,  78  Wis. 
E.  314,  6  L.R.A.(N.S.)  247  and  note.  89,  46  N.  W.  1045,  23  A.  S.  E.  393,  9 

13.  State  V.  Taylor,  27  N.  J.  L.  117,  L.R.A.  807  and.  note. 

72  Am.  Dec.  347.  See  generally,  Nuis-  Notes:  131  A.  S.  R.  763;  64  L.R.A. 
ANCES,  982. 

14.  Stale  V.  Taylor,  27  N.  J.  L.  117,  18.  Post  v.  Munn,  4  N.  J.  L.  61,  7 
72  Am.  Dec.  347.  Am.  Dec.  570;  Cobb  v.  Bennett,  75  Pa. 

15.  Post  V.  Munn,  4  N.  J.  L.  61,  7  St.  326, 15  Am.  Rep.  762, 
Am.  Dec.  570.  Note:  131  A.  S.  R.  763. 

16.  See  supra,  par.  23.  19.  See  supra,  par.  23. 

17.  Cain  v.  Simonson  (Ala.)  39  So.  20.  Cobb  v.  Bennett,  75  Pa.  St.  326, 
571,  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  205;  Ex  parte  15  Am.  Rep.  762. 

Bailey,  155  Cal.  472, 101  Pac.  441, 132     Note:  64  L.RJI.  082. 
A.  S.  R.  95,  31  L.B.A.(N.S.)  534; 
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if  he  runs  over  the  net  in  daylight  in  a  calm  sea,  when  if  he  looks 
he  cannot  fail  to  see  it,  and  seeing  might  easily  and  without  preju- 
dice to  his  voyAge  avoid  it,  he  is  answerable.* 

25.  Trespass  as  Remedy. — ^If  one  enters  the  private  property  of 
toother  and  takes  fish  from  waters  wherein  the  owner  has  an  exclu- 
sive right  to  catch  them,  he  is  guilty  of  a  trespass."  Even  though 
the  fishery  is  owned  by  another  than  the  owner  of  the  soil,  he  may 
find  a  remedy  in  trespass,  for  his  interest  is  an  incorporeal  heredita- 
ment which  will  support  such  an  action.*  The  uncaugfat  fish  in 
the  waters  belong  to  the  people  of  the  state,  not  to  the  owner  of 
the  soil  beneath  fiie  waters,  but  this  circumstance  does  not  preclude 
the  unlawful  entry  from  being  stamped  as  a  trespass.  The  entry 
constitutes  a  trespass  quare  dausum  fregit  not  a  trespass  de  bonis 
asportatis.  In  the  action  he  can  recover  no  damages  for  the  value 
of  the  fish,  but  only  the  damages  for  the  trespass  and  the  injury  to 
his  fishery.*  If  the  proprietor  has  given  a  person  a  license  to  take 
fish  from  his  fishing  place,  an  action  of  trespass  must  fail;  and  it 
is  sometimes  thought  that  a  custom  of  the  public  to  take  fish  from 
the  water  will  supply  an  express  licoise,  in  the  absence  of  notifica- 
tion to  the  contrary.* 

26.  Abatement  of  Nuisance. — If  an  injury  to  a  common  fishery 
constitutes  a  nuisance,  the  remedy  for  its  abatement  is  lodged  in  the 
state  and  may  not  be  sought  by  a  member  of  the  public  who  has 
not  sustained  any  special  damage  by  reason  of  the  maintenance  of 
the  nuisance.*  Thus,  an  act  which  interferes  with  the  right  of  fish- 
ery at  (i  certain  place  in  a  lake,  if  it  affects  all  alike  who  fish  in  that 
place,  is  a  public,  not  a  private,  nuisance;  and  no  private  individual 
can  maintain  an  action  in  equity  to  enjoin  its  continuance.^  More- 
over, the  attorney  general  of  a  state  may,  without  the  information 
of  a  private  relator,  proceed  against  the  continuance  of  a  nuisance 
which  pollutes  the  water  of  a  non-navigable  stream  and  injures  the 
fish  therein.*  But,  on  the  other  hand,  a  member  of  the  public  who 
is  specially  injured  by  the  maintenance  of  a  nuisance,  may  abate 
it  or  maintain  an  equitable  action  for  relief  therefrom.*  Thus, 

1.  Wright  V.  Mulvaney,  78  Wis.  89,  41  Atl.  349,  68  A.  S.  R.  692. 

4G  N.  W.  1045,  23  A.  S.  E.  393,  9  6.  Mareh  v.  Colby,  39  Mich.  626,  33 
L.R.A.  807.  Am.  Rep.  439.  See  generally,  Liceksb; 

2.  Beckmun  v.  Krearaer,  43  HI.  447,  Usages  and  Customs. 

92  Am.  Dpc.  14G;  Griffith  v.  Hohnan,  6.  Note:  60  L.R.A.  524. 

23  Wash.  347,  63  Pac.  239,  83  A.  S.  7.  Kuehn  v.  MUwaukee,  83  Wis.  683, 

R.  821,  54  L.R.A.  178.  63  N.  W.  912,  18  L.R.A,  553. 

Notes:  131  A.  S.  R.  764;  60  LJLA.  Note:  60  L.R.A.  525. 

623.  8.  People  v.  Truckee  Lumber  Co., 

3.  Notes:  60  L.R.A.  523;  40  L.R.A.  116  Cal.  397,  48  Pac.  374,  58  A.  S.  E. 
(N.S.)  ;J03.    See  also  supra,  par.  6.  183,  39  L.R.A.  681. 

And  see  generally,  Trespass.  9.  See  generally,  NuzSAirCKS. 

4.  Beach  v.  Morgan,  67  N.  H.  529, 
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if  one  exercising  his  right  to  take  fish  from  a  common  fishery  is 
obstructed  by  a  nuisance,  he  may  abate  the  obstruction.^**  A  dam 
placed  in  a  navigable  stream  so  as  to  hinder  navigation  is  a  public 
nuisance  at  common  law,  but  one  placed  in  a  non-navignble  water 
so  as  to  prevent  the  passage  of  fish  up  and  down  the  stream  is  not 
a  public  nuisance,'^  and  its  maintenance  is  not  a  criminal  offense 
unless  made  so  by  statute.^' 

27.  Injunction. — Where  one  has  an  exclusive  fishery  in  certain 
waters,  and  another  takes  fish  at  such  fishing  place,  the  proprietor, 
as  is  stated  above,  may  maintain  an  action  of  trespass  against  the 
intruder.'*  The  damages  to  be  thus  recovered,  however,  are  usually 
slight;  and  if  the  trespasses  are  continued,  the  proprietor  has  no 
adequate  remedy  at  law.'*  Under  such  circumstances,  he  is  per- 
mitted to  maintain  an  action  in  equity  to  restrain  the  trespasses." 
And  the  fact  that  the  trespasser  is  financially  irresponsible  forms  an 
additional  inducement  for  equity  to  extend  its  aid."  Likewise,  in 
the  case  of  common  fisheries,  one  member  of  the  public  desiring 
to  take  fish  at  a  certain  place  may  procure  an  injunction  against 
a  person  who  asserts  an  exclusive  right  to  fish  at  that  place  and 
denies  the  privilege  to  others,  or  against  one  who  wrongfully  contin- 
ues to  injure  the  fishery.*'  Thus,  a  riparian  owner  who  has  planted 
oysters  in  the  tidal  water  adjoining  his  land  under  license  from  the 
state  may  enjoin  other  riparian  owners  from  sailing  acra«s  his  beds 
in  going  to  and  from  their  own,  where  such  acts  would  do  him 
irreparable  injury,  and  there  is  a  marked  channel  which  is  adequate 
for  the  purpose,  by  the  use  of  which  no  injury  would  be  done." 
But  a  person  not  sustaining  special  damage  by  reason  of  an  infringe* 
ment  on  a  common  right  of  fishery,  cannot  maintain  an  action  for 
relief;  the  remedy  must  be  sought  by  the  state  or  by  one  specially 
injured." 

10.  Brown  T.  DeGroff,  50  N.  J.  L.  Griffore,  145  Mich.  287, 108  N.  W.  681, 
409,  14  Atl.  219,  7  A.  S.  R.  794.  116  A.  S.  R.  297. 

11.  People  V.  Piatt,  17  Johns.  (N.  17.  Cain  v.  Simonson  (Ala.)  39  So. 
Y.)  195,  8  Am.  Dec.  382.  Compare  571,  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  205  and  note; 
Com.  v.  Chapin,  5  Pick.  (Mass.)  199,  Morris  v.  Graham,  16  Wash.  343,  47 
16  Am.  Dec.  386.  Pac.  752,  58  A.  S.  R.  33.    See  also, 

12.  People  V.  Piatt,  17  Johns.  (N.  Kuehn  v.  Milwaukee,  83  Wis.  583,  53 
r.)  195,  8  Am.  Dec.  382.  N.  W.  912,  18  L.R.A.  553. 

13.  See  snpra,  par.  25.  Notes:  131  A.  S.  R.  764  ;  60  L.RA. 

14.  Note:  131  A.  S.  R.  764.  524;  17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1236.  See  abo 

15.  Saginaw  Lumber,  etc.,  Co.  t.  38  L.R.A.(N.S.)  286  note. 

Griffore,  145  Mich.  287, 108  N.  W.  681,      18.  Cain  v.  Simonson  (Ala.)  39  So. 
116  A.  S.  R.  297;  Lembeck  v.  Nye,  47  571,  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  205. 
Ohio  St.  336,  24  N.  E.  686,  21  A.  S.  E.     19.  Delaware,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Stump, 
828.  8  L.R.A.  678.  8  GiU  &  J.  (Md.)  479,  29  Am.  Deo. 

Notes:  131  A  S.  R.  764;  60  LJECA..  561. 
623.  Note:  60  L.R.A.  624. 

16.  Saginaw  Lumber,  etc.,  Co.  v.     And  see  generally,  Injuhctiob^ 
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28.  In  General. — ^The  state  has  the  power  to  regulate  fisheries  in 
'  public  and  private  streams^  and  to  adopt  appropriate  means  for  the 
preservation  of  edible  fish  for  the  benefit  of  the  people;  and  it  is  not 
only  the  right  of  the  state,  but  it  is  also  its  duty,  to  preserve  for  the 
benefit  of  the  general  public  the  fish  in  its  waters,  in  their  migration's 
and  in  their  breeding  places,  from  destruction  or  undue  reduction 
in  numbers  through  the  caprice,  improvidence  or  greed  of  the  riparian 
proprietors,  as  well  as  of  trespassers.^  The  state  may  permit  or 
prohibit  the  catching  of  fish  within  its  waters;  and  if  it  allows  the 
catching  it  may  regulate  this  by  ^e  imposition  of  such  condi> 
tions,  restrictions  and  limitations  as  it  deems  needful  or  proper.^ 
The  power  of  the  state  is  based  on  the  circumstance  that  the  fish  in 
the  waters  of  the  state  as  well  as  the  game  in  its  forests  belong  to  the 
people  in  their  sovereign  capacity,'  and  are  not  the  subject  of  private 
ownership  except  in  so  far  as  the  people  may  elect  that  they  shall  be.* 
It  has  also  been  claimed  that  the  preservation  of  fish  is  within  the 
police  power  of  the  state- as  a  health  measure,  the  argument  being 
that  the  exercise  of  catching  fish  tends  to  promote  the  health  of  the 
individual  engaged  in  that  occupation ;  but  the  validity  of  the  argu- 
ment has  been  denied.^  Within  the  boundaries  of  a  state,  the  federal 
govmiment  has  no  jurisdiction  over  fisheries;  the  fish  belong  to  the 

20.  State  v.  MaUoiy,  73  Ark.  236,  83  71  W.  Va.  470, 76  S.  E.  970, 43  L.R.A. 

S.  W.  955,  3  Ann.  Cas.  852,  67  L.RJL  (N.S.)  401. 

773;  Parker  v.  State,  111  lU.  581,  53  Notes:  53  A.  S.  R.  293  ;  39  L.R.A. 

Am.  Rep.  643;  State  v.  Lewis,  134  Ind.  581;  60  L.R.A.  499;  21  Ann.  Cas.  779. 

250, 33  N.  E.  1024,  20  L.R.A,  52;  State  1.  State  v.  Harrub,  95  Ala.  176,  10 

T.  Meek,  112  la.  338, 84  N.  W.  3, 84  A.  So.  752,  36  A.  S.  R.  195,  IS  LJI.A. 

S.  R.  342,  51  L.R.A.  414;  Com.  v.  Man-  761;  Kx  parte  Fritz,  86  Miss.  210,  38 

cheater,  152  Mass.  230,  25  N,  E.  113,  So.  722,  109  A.  S,  R.  700. 

23  A.  S.  R.  820,  9  L.R.A.  236,  affirmed  2.  State  t.  Snowman,  94  Me.  99,  46 

139  U,  S.  240,  11  S.  Ct.  559,  35  U.  S.  Atl  815,  80  A.  S.  R.  380,  50  UR.A. 

(L.  ed.)  159;  Com.  t.  Sisson,  189  Mass.  544. 

247,  75  N.  E.  619, 109  A.  S.  R.  630, 1  3.  Bx  parte  Fritz,  86  Miss.  210,  38 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  752  and  note;  Lawton  V.  So.  722,  109  A.  S.  R.  700;  State  t. 

Steele,  119  N.  Y.  226,  23  N.  E.  878,  16  Schuman,  36  Ore.  16,  58  Pac.  661,  78 

A.  S.  R.  813,  7  L.R.A.  134,  affirmed  A.  8.  R.  754,  47  L.R.A.  153;  State  v. 

152  U.  S.  133,  14  S.  Ct.  499,  38  U.  S.  Theriaalt,  70  Vt.  617,  41  Atl.  1030,  67 

(L.  ed.)  385;  Rea  v.  Hampton,  101  N.  A.  S.  R.  695,  43  L.R.A.  290;  State  v. 

C.  51,  7  S.  E.  649,  9  A.  S.  R.  21;  State  Tice,  69  Wash.  403,  125  Pac.  168,  41 

V.  Hanlon,  77  Ohio  St.  19,  82  N.  E.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  469;  State  v.  Southern 

662, 122  A.  S.  R.  472, 13  L.R.A.(N.S.)  Coal,  etc.,  Co.,  71  W.  Va.  470,  76  S.  E. 

539;  State  v.  Sehuman,  36  Ore.  16,  58  970,  43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  401. 

Pac.  661,  78  A.  S.  R.  754,  47  L.II.A.  4.  State  v.  Snowman,  !)4  Me.  99,  46 

153;  Payne  v.  Providence  Gas  Co.,  31  Atl.  815,  80  A.  S.  R.  380,  50  L.R.A. 

R.  I.  295,  77  At!.  145,  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  544.    See  also  supra,  par.  2. 

65;  State  v.  Theriault,  70  Vt.  617,  41  5.  People  v.  Buffalo  Fish  Co.,  164 

Atl.  1030,  67  A.  S.  R.  695,  43  L.R.A.  N.  T.  93,  58  N.  E.  34,  79  A.  S.  R.  622, 

290;  State  v.  Southern  Coal,  etc-  Co.,  52  L.RA.  803. 
R.  0.  L.  VoL  XI.— 66.  1041 
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state  in  trust  for  its  people.  The  regulation  of  fisheries  within  the 
boundaries  of  a  state  is  not  a  regulation  of  commerce  and  is  not  one 
of  the  powers  which  has  been  given  by  the  states  to  the  United  States.* 
The  grant  of  judicial  powra  to  the  United  States,  in  cases  of  admiralty 
and  marine  jurisdiction,  does  not  affect  the  jurisdiction  nor  the  legis- 
lative power  of  the  states  over  so  much  of  their  territory  as  lies  within 
the  limits  of  the  state,  though  it  may  be  a  part  of  a  sea  or  bay.  There- 
fore, the  legislature  may  provide  regulations  respecting  fisheries  within 
the  state,  and  authorize  its  courts  to  try  and  punish  persons  who 
violate  such  regulations,  provided  such  fisheries  are  within  a  marine 
league  of  the  coast  or  are  within  a  bay  the  mouth  of  which  is  not 
more  than  two  leagues  in  width.'  Ab  to  a  river  forming  the  boundaiy 
between  two  states,  both  states  are  sometimes  given  concurrent  juris- 
diction over  the  entire  width  of  the  river  though  the  territorial  bound- 
ary is  the  center  of  the  river.  This  concurrent  jurisdiction  should 
not,  however,  be  construed  as  giving  one  state  the  authority  to  punish 
criminally  an  act  committed  beyond  its  side  of  the  river  if  such  act 
was  duly  authorized  by  the  neighboring  state.®  Thus,  though  there 
are  contrary  opinions,®  it  is  generally  held  that  if  one  state  authorizes- 
one  of  its  citizens  to  catch  fish  in  a  certain  manner  on  its  own  side 
of  the  center  of  the  boundary  river,  the  other  state  cannot  make  such 
catching  a  wrongful  act  and  punish  him  therefor.^* 

29.  Fish  Conunissioners. — ^The  regulatory  power  of  the  state  over 
tho  fish  within  its  borders  being  vested  in  its  lawmaking  body,  the 
legislature  may  exercise  its  power  by  the  enactment  of  a  statute  cover- 
ing the  subject;  or,  to  a  certain  extent,  it  may  delegate  its  power  of 
regulation  to  a  board  or  commission. Thus,  fish  commissioners 
may  be  vested  with  power  to  determine  which  brooks  and  nvea  of 
the  state  are  inhabited  by  fish  of  sufficient  value  to  warrant  the  pro- 

6.  Com.  V.  Manchester,  152  Mass.  "North'*  v.  Rex,  37  Can.  Sup.  Ct  385, 
230,  25  N.  E.  113,  23  A.  S.  R.  820,  9  3  Ann.  Cas.  806  and  note. 

L.R.A.  236,  affirmed  139  U.  S.  240,  11  8.  Note:  65  L.R.A.  953. 

S.  Ct.  559,  35  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  159.  9.  See  also  Little  v.  Green,  144  la. 

The  taking  of  sponges  from  waters  492,  123  N.  W.  367,  25  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

within  the  jurisdiction  of  a  state  is  not  649;  State  v.  Moyers,  155  la.  678, 136 

subject  to  congressional  control.    The  N.  W.  896,  41  L.R.A.(N.S.)  366. 

Abby  Dodge  v.  U.  S.,  223  V.  S.  166,  10.  Nielsen  v.  Oregon,  212  U.  S.  315, 

32  S.  Ct.  310,  56  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  390.  29  S.  Ct.  383,  53  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  528, 

7.  Com.  V.  Manchester,  152  Mass.  reversing  51  Ore.  588,  95  Pac.  720, 
230,  25  N.  E.  113,  23  A.  S.  R.  820,  9  131  A.  S.  R.  765,  16  Ann.  Cas.  1113; 
L.R.A.  236;  affirmed,  139  U.  S.  240,  Roberts  v.  FuUerton,  117  Wis.  222,  93 
11  S.  Ct.  559,  35  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  159.  N.  W.  1111,  65  L.R.A.  953  and  note. 
And  see  60  L.R.A.  503  note.  See  also  Note:  41  L.R.A.(N.S.)  368. 
supra,  par.  15.  11.  Com.  v.  Sisson,  189  Mass.  247, 

A  vessel  unlawfully  fishing  within  75  N.  E.  619, 109  A.  S.  R.  630, 1  L.R.A. 
the  three  mile  limit  may  be  pursued  (N.S.)  752.  See  also  CoNffrmmosrAii 
and  seized,  though  she  is  not  overtaken  Law,  vol.  6,  p.  179. 
qntil  she  is  ontdde  of  the  limit.  Ship 
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liibition  or  regulation  of  the  discharge  of  sawdust  therein.  And, 
under  the  constitutions  of  some  states,  there  is  no  objection  to  the 
commissioners  making  regulations  as  to  the  sawdust  from  a  particular 
mill  without  taking  sworn  evidence  or  giving  the  mill  owners  an 
opportunity  to  be  heard.**  Likewise,  commissioners  may  be  author- 
ized to  lease  natural  oyster  beds  under  state  waters,*'  and  tiiey  may 
be  empowered  to  place  fish  in  a  non-navigable  pond  or  stream  and 
thereupon  prohibit  all  fishing  therein  for  a  certain  period,  even 
though  the  owner  does  not  consent  to  such  stocking  and  is  thereby 
prohibited  for  such  period  from  fishing  in  his  private  stream.** 

30,  Regulation  by  Municipalities. — The  fish  swimming  in  the 
waters  within  the  boundaries  of  a  state  belong  to  the  people  of  the 
state,  not  to  the  re^dents  .of  a  particular  municipality  of  the  state, 
and  therefore,  where  the  state  has  not  delegated  to  a  municipality  any 
power  relative  to  the  taking  of  fish  within  its  limits,  it  can  make  no 
regulations  affecting  the  common  right  of  fishing  in  public  waters.*' 
The  people  of  a  certain  municipality  may  be  vested  with  title  to 
certain  fisheries,  but  an  act  of  the  state  is  required  to  accomplish  such 
result.*'  Where  the  people  of  a  town  procure  title  to  a  fishery,  the 
town  may  properly  make  regulations  relative  to  the  care  and  taking 
of  the  fish.*'  The  state,  despite  its  grant  of  the  fishery,  may  also 
make  suitable  regulations  for  the  preservation  of  tiie  fish,  for  though 
the  fishery  is  in  the  town,  the  title  to  the  swimming  fish  ia  in  the 
state.  But  though  the  state  reserves  full  title  to  its  fish,  it  may 
delegate  the  power  of  regulating  their  taking  to  inferior  munici- 
palities.*' One  municipality,  however,  cannot  be  authorized  to  forbid 
tiie  taking  of  fish  by  the  citizens  of  other  municipaliti^  within  the 
same  state  while  permitting  its  own  inhabitants  to  take  them.**  Nor 
can  the  state  delegate  to  a  municipal  corporation,  such  as  a  county, 
for  example,  the  power  to  determine  by  a  vote  of  its  inhabitants 
whether  fish  shall  be  taken  in  a  certain  manner  from  the  waters 
within  the  county.  The  rights  of  the  people  of  a  state  cannot  be 
abridged  by  a  vote  of  the  electors  of  a  count^."* 

IS.  Com.  T.  Sisson,  189  Mass.  247,  Y.)  237, 19  Am.  Deo.  493. 
75  N.  E.  619,  109  A.  S.  B.  630,  1     17.  Rogers  v.  Jones,  1  Wend.  (N. 
Ii.R.A.(N.S.)  752.  T.)  237, 19  Am,  Dec  493. 

13.  Payne  v.  Providenee  Oaa  Co.,  31  18.  Ex  parte  Fritz,  86  Hiss.  210,  38 
B.  1. 295, 77  Atl.  145,  Ami.  Cas.  1912B  So.  722, 109  A.  S.  R,  700. 

66.  19.  State  v.  Hill,  98  Miss.  142,  53 

14.  State  V.  Theriault,  70  Vt.  617,  So.  4U,  31  L.R.A.(N.S.)  490. 

41  AU.  1030,  67  A.  S.  B.  695,  43  Note:  16  Ann.  Caa.  199.   See  also 

hlLA.,  290.  infra,  par.  33. 

15.  Ez  parte  Bailey,  155  Cal.  472,  20.  Bradshaw  v.  Lankford,  73  Md. 
101  Pae.  441,  132  A.  S.  B.  05,  31  428,  21  AU.  66,  25  A.  S.  B.  602,  U 
LJt,A.(N.S.)  534.  LJI.A.  582. 

16.  Begets      Joajesi,  1  Wend.  <N. 

1043 


Digitized  by 


$  31 


PISH  AND  FISHERIES 


11  R.  C.  L. 


31.  Fish  in  Private  Waters. — ^Tho  owner  of  soil  covered  by  non- 
navigable  waters  may  have  an  exclusive  right  to  take  the  fish  from 
over  his  soil ;  *  but,  nevertheless,  the  fish  until  caught  belong  to  the 
people  of  the  state  in  their  sovereign  capacity,  and  the  owner  of  the 
soil  must  not  obstruct  their  passage  to  the  fisheries  of  neighboring 
proprietors.*  Thus,  as  long  as  th^  is  an  opportunity  for  fish  to  go 
from  the  fishery  of  one  riparian  owner,  the  state  has  an  interest  in 
the  fish  which  enables  it  to  make  reasonable  regulations  as  to  their 
taking,*  and  the  imposition  of  restrictions  on  the  right  of  the  owner 
to  take  the  fish  is  not  to  be  considered  the  taking  of  property  without 
due  process  of  law*  Hence,  a  close  season  may  be  established  which 
will  apply  to  fish  in  private  waters  as  well  as  those  in  public  waters.* 
And  the  catching  of  the  fish  by  destructive  methods  may  be  forbidden 
in  private  as  well  as  public  fisheries/  for  the  owner  of  a  private  water 
has  no  constitutional  right  to  fish  therein  which  is  unwarrantably 
interfered  with  by  prohibiting  the  taking  of  fish  except  in  a  specified 
manner.'  So,  too,  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  owner  of  a  private 
oyster  bed  are  not  infringed  by  a  statute  forbidding  the  taking  there- 
from of  oysters  under  a  certain  size.*  The  rule  may  be  different  where 
there  is  no  means  by  which  fish  can  escape  from  the  waters  of  a 
private  owner;  in  such  a  case,  he  is  sometimes  thought  to  be  the 
absolute  owner  of  the  fish  while  they  are  uncaught*  But  it  has  been 
held  that  where  the  private  water  is  connected  with  a  stream  in  times 
of  high  water,  though  not  connected  at  other  times  during  the  year, 
the  taking  of  the  fish  therein  may  be  the  subject  of  governmental 
regulations.***  It  does  not  affect  the  regulatory  power  of  the  state 
that  the  water  is  so  far  the  subject  of  private  ownership  that  the  pro- 
prietor can  drain  the  land.  Until  he  exercises  his  privilege  in  this 
respect,  the  taking  of  the  fish  therein  may  be  regulated  by  the  legis- 
lature.** A  distinction  may,  perhaps,  be  drawn  between  a  restriclion 
of  the  taking  of  fish  from  a  purely  private  pond  and  a  restriction 

1.  See  supra,  par.  19.  Note:  39  LJIA.  584. 

2.  See  supra,  par.  3.  6.  People  v.  Bridges,  142  lU.  30,  31 

3.  Territory   v.   Hoy   Chong,  21  N.  E.  115, 16  LJt^.  684. 

Hawaii  39,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  1155  and  7.  Peters  v.  State,  P6  Tenn.  682,  36 

note;  State  v.  Roberta,  59  N.  H.  266,  S.  W.  399,  33  L.RA.  114. 

47  Am.  Rep.  199.  8.  Windsor  v.  State,  103  Md.  611, 

Notes:  131  A.  S.  R.  755  ;  39  LitJL  64  Ail.  288,  12  L.RA.(N.S.)  869. 

584.  9.  Territory   t.   Hoy   Cbong,  21 

4.  State  V.  Theriault,  70  Vt.  617,  41  Hawaii  39,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  1155; 
Atl.  1030,  67  A.  S.  R.  695,  43  Lil.A.  State  v.  Roberts,  59  N.  H.  256, 47  Am. 
290.  Rep.  199. 

6.  Territory   t.   Hoy   Chong,   21     Note:  131  A.  S.  R.  755. 
Hawaii  39,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  1155;     10.  People  v.  Bridges,  142  HI.  30,  31 
State  V.  Roberts,  59  N.  H.  256, 47  Am.  N.  E.  115,  16  L.RA.  684. 
Rep.  199;  State  t.  Theriault,  70  Vt.     Note:  Aim.  Gas.  1615A  1159. 
617,  41  Atl.  1030,  67  A.  S.  B.  695,  43     11.  People  v.  Bridges,  142  BL  30, 31 


LJIA..  290. 


K.  E.  115, 16  LJtA.  684. 
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of  the  sale  or  possession  of  fish  taken  from  such  a  pond.*'  The  legis- 
lature, in  the  endeavor  to  protect  a  certain  species  of  fish,  may  pro- 
hibit the  sale  of  such  fish  during  a  close  season,  and  such  prohibition 
may  apply  to  privately  oWned  ponds  and  fish  privately  propagated 
therein.** 

32.  Interference  with  Interstate  Commerce. — Since  the  fish  in  the 
waters  of  a  state  belong  to  the  people  of  the  state  in  their  sovereign 
capacity,**  they  are  not  the  subject  of  interstate  commerce  to  £e 

extent  that  other  property  within  its  limits  may  be.  The  state  has 
the  power  to  dictate  the  circumstances  under  which  its  fish  shall  be 
taken;  and  if  it  deems  it  expedient  for  the  preservation  of  the  fish 
to  enact  that  certain  fish  shall  not  be  possessed  in  dose  season  for  the 
purpose  of  their  exportation  from  the  state,  the  interstate  commerce 
clause  of  the  federal  constitution  does  not  forbid.**  A  fortiori,  a 
state  regulation  limiting  the  taking  of  fish  is  not  unconstitutional 
because  a  person  wishing  to  take  the  fish  in  contravention  of  the 
statute  intends  to  ship  them  out  of  the  state.**  And  it  is  clear  that 
a  state  may  regulate  the  shipment  and  disposition  of  fish  and  oysters 
within  its  borders  for  the  use  of  its  citizens  so  as  to  prevent  their 
becoming  article  of  interstate  commerce.*'  It  may  be  that  the  state 
has  no  authority  aleolutely  to  forbid  the  importation  of  fish  from 
another  state,  but,  as  a  means  for  the  eCFective  enforcement  of  its 
own  statutes,  it  may  forbid  the  sale,  or  possession  of  fish  for  sale, 
frithin  the  state  during  a  dose  season,  though  the  effect  of  such 
legislation  is  to  prohibit  the  sale  of  fish  imported  from  other  states.** 
For  the  enforcement  of  its  statutes  rdative  to  the  unlawful  taking  of 
oysters,  a  state  may  pass  an  act  forfeiting  to  the  state  a  vessel  employed 
in  the  unlawful  taking  of  oysters,  though  the  vessd  is  licensed  and 
enrolled  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States.** 

33.  Discrimination  as  Affecting  Validity  of  Regulation  Generally.  

The  waters  inhabited  by  fish  and  the  methods  of  fishing  are  so  diverse 
that  probably  no  regulation  could  be  framed  which  would  operate 
equally  on  all  persons,  and  such  equality  is  not  required.  A  dis- 
crimination is  generally  constitutional  if  it  is  based  on  some  reasonable 
ground, — on  some  difference  which  bears  a  just  and  proper  relation 

12.  Note:  Ann.  Caa.  1915A  1159.      So.  752,  36  A.  8.  E.  195,  15  L.R.A. 

13.  Territory  v.  Hoy   Chong,  21  761. 

Hawaii  39,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  1155;  18.  State  v.  Hesterberg,  211  TJ.  S.  31, 

Com.  V.  Gilbert,  160  Mass.  167,  36  N.  29  S.  Ct  10,  53  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  75; 

E.  454,  22  L.R.A.  439.  See  also,  People  v.  O'Neil,  110  Mich. 

14.  See  supra,  par.  2.  324,  68  N.  W.  227,  33  L.R.A.  696; 

15.  See  Commerce,  vol.  5,  pp.  761,  State  v.  Schuman,  36  Ore.  16,  58  Pac. 
762;  Game  Laws.  661,  78  A.  S.  R.  754,  47  L.R.A.  153. 

16.  Ex  Parte  Fritz,  86  Miss.  210,  38  And  see  generally,  Game  Laws. 

So.  722, 109  A.  S.  R.  700.  19.  Smith  v.  Maryland,  18  How.  71, 

17.  State  V.  Harrub,  95  Ala.  176,  10  15  U.  S.  (L.  ed.l  269. 
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to  the  attempted  classification,  and  ia  not  a  mere  arbitrary  selection.** 
A  legislature  may  prohibit  fishing  at  certain  seasons  in  particular 
tOTritories  in  certain  waters,  and  permit  such  fishing  in  other  districts 
or  m  oUier  waters  in  the  same  state,  and  the  circumstance  that  fishing 
is  thereby  rendered  impractical  to  certain  inhabitants  of  the  state, 
while  others  may  continue  profitably  to  take  fish,  does  not  render 
such  regulation  unconstitutional.'  So,  too,  the  state  may  prohibit  the 
catching  of  certain  fish  for  purposes  of  sale,  though  permitting  it  for 
aport  or  family  use,  though  such  a  statute  may  operate  to  give  wealthy 
sportsmen  more  than  their  share  of  the  fish.*  Similarly,  a  statute 
confining  liability  for  depositing  mill  refuse  in  streams  to  the  operators 
of  mills,  is  not  an  illegal  discrimination.*  An  act  requiring  license 
fees  from  fishermen  on  public  waters  and  grading  tiie  license  fee 
according  to  the  boat  used,  is  not  necessarily  invalid  because  one 
fisherman  is  required  to  pay  a  larger  sum  than  others.*  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  state  cannot  make  an  arbita'ary  selection  of  certain 
citizens  who  may  take  fish,  such  as  taxpayers,  and  deny  the  right  to 
citizens  of  the  state  who  are  not  toxpayers.' 

34,  Discrimination  against  Nonresidents. — By  reason  of  the  fact 
that  title  to  fish  and  game  within  the  boundaries  of  a  state  is  vested 
in  the  people  of  the  state  in  their  sovereign  capacity,  the  legislature 
has  greater  power  over  such  property  than  it  has  over  almost  any 
other  commodity,  and  in  order  to  preserve  such  property  to  the 
people  of  the  state,  the  lawmaking  assembly  may  enact  that  only 
citizens  of  the  state  shall  take  fish  from  the  waters  within  its  juris- 
diction. Legislation  of  this  character  is  not  in  violation  of  the 
fourteenth  amendment  of  the  United  States  constitution.*  Nor  are 
statutes  of  this  character  in  violation  of  the  provision  of  the  federal 
constitution  granting  the  citirans  of  each  state  all  the  privileges 
and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  states.^    Thus,  a  statute 


20.  State  v.  Leavitt,  105  Me.  76,  72  67,  45  S.  W.  717,  48  8.  W.  518,  43 

Atl.  875,  26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  799.    See  L.R.A.  615. 

generally,  CoNSTTruTiOKAL  Law,  voL  6  6.  McCready  v.  Virginia,  94  XJ.  S. 

p.  378  et  seq.  391,  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  248;  Com.  v. 

1.  Peters  v.  State,  96  Tenn.  682,  36  Hilton,  174  Mass.  29,  54  N.  E.  362,  46 
8.  W.  399,  33  L.R.A.  114;  State  v.  L.R.A.  475;  Chambera  v.  Church,  14 
Tice,  69  Wash.  403,  125  Pac.  168,  41  R.  I.  398,  51  Am.  Rep.  410;  State  v. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  469  and  note;  Bitten-  Kofines,  33  R.  I.  211,  80  Atl.  432,  Ann. 
haus  V.  Johnston,  92  Wis.  588,  66  N.  Cas.  1913C  1120.  See  also  Wharton  v. 
W.  805,  32  L.R.A.  380.  Wise,  153  U.  S.  155,  14  S.  Ct.  783,  38 

2.  State  V.  Dow,  70  N.  H.  286,  47  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  669. 

Atl.  734,  53  L.R.A.  314.  Notes:   26  L.R.A.(N.S.)   794  ;  40 

3.  State  V.  Haskell,  84  Vt.  429,  79  L.R.A.(N.S.)  285;  16  Ann.  Cas.  200. 
Atl.  852,  34  L.RA.(N.S.)  286.  7.  McCready  v.  Vu^ia,  94  U.  S. 

4.  State  V.  Hanlon,  77  Ohio  St.  19,  391,  24  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  248;  Com.  v. 
82  N.  E.  662,  122  A.  S.  R.  472,  13  Hilton,  174  Mass.  29,  54  N.  E.  362,  46 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  539.  L.R.A.  475;  Chambers  v.  Chnroh,  14 

5.  Qustafson  v.  SUte,  40  Tex.  Crim.  R.  I.  398,  51  Am.  Rep.  410. 
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of  one  state  forbidding  nonresidenta  to  catch  fisb.  for  the  manufacture 
of  manure  and  oil  or  to  manufacture  manure  and  oil  from  fish 
caught  within  tiie  waters  of  that  state,  is  valid;  and  a  contract  made 
in  such  state  in  violation  of  the  statute  will  not  be  enforced  in  another 
state.^  Likewise,  the  state,  having  power  to  exclude  nonresidents 
from  fishing  in  the  state,  may  grant  them  the  privilege  upon  con- 
ditions different  from  those  it  imposes  on  its  residents,  as,  for  example, 
requiring  a  larger  license  fee*  There  are,  however,  some  limitations 
on  the  discriminatory  power  of  the  legislature  with  reference  to  fish- 
ing laws.  Thus  it  has  been  held  that  a  statute  cannot  be  enacted 
wbach  permits  resident  landowners  to  take  fish  from  their  private 
premises,  but  denies  to  a  nonresident  the  right  to  fish  in  his  private 
waters  within  the  state.'**  The  fish  generally  belong  to  the  people 
of  the  entire  state,  not  to  the  inhabitants  of  a  particular  municipality 
thereof ;  and  hence  one  municipality  cannot  be  authorized  to  exclude 
the  residents  of  other  parts  of  the  state  from  taking  fish  from  its 
waters  and  yet  permit  its  own  inhabitants  to  take  them.''  The  rule 
is,-  no  doubt,  otherwise  where  the  inhabitants  of  a  particular  munici- 
pality, such  as  a  town,  have  been  granted  the  fishing  rights  in  the 
waters  of  such  town;  in  such  a  case,  the  inhabitants  may  properly 
retain  to  themselves  the  rights  with  which  they  have  been  invested.'^ 
And  it  is  held  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  may  have  the  exclusive 
right  to  take  the  fish  for  sale  where  the  citizens  of  other  towns  are 
permitted  to  take  them  for  family  use  or  bait.'*  And  it  has  been 
thought  that  a  limitation  of  the  right  to  take  shellfish  from  the  tide 
waters  within  the  limits  of  a  town,  to  its  residents  and  hotel  pro- 
prietors who  are  permitted  to  take  them  for  use  on  their  tables,  is  not 
unconstitutional,'*  but  such  a  discrimination  is  of  doubtful  validity 
and  contrary  conclusions  as  to  its  legality  may  well  be  reached  in 
different  jurisdictions. 

35.  Regulation  of  Waters  Generally. — The  regulatory  power  of  a 
state  extends  not  only  to  the  taking  of  its  fish,  but  also  over  the 
waters  inhabited  by  the  fish.'*  Its  care  of  the  fish  would  be  of  no 
avail  if  it  had  no  power  to  protect  the  waters  from  pollution.   It  is 

8.  Chambers  v.  Church,  14  R.  I.  398,     12.  Note:  16  Ann.  Cas.  199. 

61  Am  Rep.  410.  13.  Cora.  v.  Hilton,  174  Mass.  29,  54 

9.  Note:  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  285;  and  N.  E.  362,  45  L.R.A.  475. 

see  infra,  par.  37.  14.  State  v.  Leavitt,  105  Me.  76,  72 

10.  State  v.  Malloiy,  73  Ark.  236,  All.  875,  26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  799. 

83  S  W.  955,  3  Ann.  Cas.  852,  67  15.  People  v.  Truckee  Lumber  Co., 

L.R.A.  773.  116  Cal.  397,  48  Pac.  374,  58  A.  S.  R. 

11.  State  v.  Hill,  98  Miss.  142,  53  183,  39  L.R.A.  581;  Com.  v.  Sisson, 
So.  411,  31  L.R.A.(N.S.)  490.  See  189  Mass.  247,  75  N.  E.  619,  109  A. 
also  State  v.  Hig^s,  51  S.  C.  51,  28  S.  R.  630,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  752  and 


S.  E.  15,  38  L.R.A.  561. 
Note:  26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  795 


note;  State  v.  Haskell,  84  Vt.  429,  79 
Atl.  852,  34  L.R.A.(N.S.)  286  and 
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immaterial  whether  the  water  is  navigable  or  not;  to  the  extent  that 
streams  are  common  passageways  for  fish  to  and  from  their  breeding 
and  feeding  grounds,  they  are  public  waters  and  subject  to  govern* 
mental  regulation.*'  Thus,  for  the  preservation  of  the  fish,  the 
casting  of  sawdust  or  other  mill  refuse  into  streams  may  be  for- 
bidden." Moreover,  the  placing  of  mill  refuse  in  a  stream  inhabited 
by  fish  may  be  considered  a  nuisance,  and  the  attorney  general  of 
a  state  may,  without  the  information  of  a  private  relator,  procure 
an  injunction  against  the  continuance  of  such  a  pollution  of  the 
stream.'^  When  the  unrestrained  right  to  run  a  sawmill  on  the  bank 
of  a  stream  conflicts  with  the  right  of  the  public  to  have  fish  live  and 
increase  in  the  water,  the  right  of  the  mill  proprietor  must  give  way 
to  the  right  of  the  public ;  nor  can  the  owner  of  such  a  mill  by  lapse  of 
time  acquire  a  prescriptive  right  to  discharge  sawdust  in  the  stream  so 
as  to  preclude  the  state  from  forbidding  the  practice.^*  So  the  operator 
of  a  coal  mine  may  be  forbidden  to  drain  sulphur  or  mine  water  into 
a  stream,  though  the  stream  be  the  natural  receptacle  of  such  drainage 
and  it  is  impracticable  to  drain  the  mine  otherwise.'** 

36.  Preventioii  of  Obstruction  to  Passage  of  FxSh.— While  tho 
riparian  owner  along  a  non-navigable  stream  is  generally  the  owner 
of  the  soil  to  the  center  of  the  stream  and  has  an  exclusive  right  of 
fishery  over  his  own  soil,^  the  fish  swimming  in  the  water  are  not  his 
property,  but  belong  to  the  state;  and  he  cannot  obstruct  their  passage 
to  the  fishery  of  a  neighboring  proprietor,*  and  under  its  police  power 
the  state  may  regulate  any  obstruction  which  tends  to  keep  the  fish 
from  their  feeding  or  breeding  grounds.*  Any  person  who  erects  and 
maintains  a  dam  in  a  stream,  either  navigable  or  non-navigable,  is 
under  the  implied  obligation  of  providing  a  fishway  adequate  to  per- 
mit the  free  migration  of  fish,*  and  should  he  fail  to  maintain  such 

note;  State  v.  Southern  Coal  &  Trans-  19.  Com.  v.  Sisson,  189  Mass.  247, 

porUtion  Co.,  71  W.  Va.  470,  76  S.  E.  75  N.  E.  619,  109  A.  S.  R.  630,  1 

970,  43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  401.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  752. 

16.  People  V.  Truckee  Lumber  Co.,  20.  State  v.  Southern  Coal  &  Trans- 
116  Cal.  397,  48  Pac.  374,  58  A.  S.  R.  portation  Co.,  71  W.  Va.  470,  76  S.  E. 
183,  39  L.R.A.  581;  State  v.  Haskell,  970,  43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  401. 

84  Vt.  429,  79  AO.  852,  34  L.RA.  1.  See  supra,  par.  19. 
(N.S.)  286.  2.  See  supra,  par.  3. 

17.  People  v.  Truckee  Lumber  Co.,  3.  Rea  v.  Hampton,  101  N.  C.  61, 
116  Cal.  397,  48  Pac.  374,  58  A.  S.  R.  7  S.  E.  649,  9  A.  S.  R.  21. 

183,  39  L.R.A.  581 ;  Com.  v.  Sisson,  189  Note:  39  L.R.A.  587. 

Mass.  247,  75  N.  E.  619,  109  A.  S.  R.  4.  Inland  Fisheries  v.  Holyoke  Wa- 

630,  1  L.R.A.{N.S.)  752  and  note;  ter  Power  Co.,  104  Mass.  446,  6  Am. 

State  V.  Haskell,  84  Vt.  429,  79  AU.  Rep.  247,  affirmed  15  Wall.  500,  21 

852,  34  L.R.A.(N.S.)  286  and  note.  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  133. 

18.  People  V.  Truckee  Ltimber  Co,  Notes:  131  A.  S.  R,  763  :  39  L.B.A. 
116  Cal.  397,  48  Pac.  374,  58  A.  S.  R.  586. 

183,  39  L.R.A.  581. 
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a  fishway,  the  state,  under  its  police  power  for  the  preservation  of 
fish  within  its  boundaries,  may  compel  him  to  do  so.*  When  asked  to 
provide  a  fishway,  it  is  no  answer  for  the  proprietor  of  the  dam  to 
assert  that  he  has  maintained  the  dam  for  twenty  years  without  a 
fishway.  The  right  to  maintain  the  dam  free  from  the  regulatory 
power  of  the  state  is  not  a  right  which  can  be  acquired  by  prescription 
It  does  not  interfere  with  the  regulatory  power  of  the  state  that  the 
owner  of  the  dam  acquired  the  right  to  maintain  it  by  a  special  act 
which  made  no  mention  of  fishwaya.'  This  rule  is  especially  ap- 
plicable in  the  case  of  a  corporation  incorporated  and  authorized  by 
a  special  act  to  maintain  a  dam  in  a  river,  where  the  constitution  of 
the  state  or  a  prior  general  stati^te  provides  .that  corporate  charters  are 
subject  to  amendment,  alteration  or  repeal.*  Nor  does  the  state  lose 
its  power  to  compel  a  fishway  to  be  made  in  a  dam  merely  because 
the  state  itself  made  such  dam  without  a  fishway  in  it  and  then  con- 
veyed it  without  expressly  reserving  the  right  thereafter  to  exercise 
police  power  over  it*  The  manner  in  which  the  legislature  shall 
proceed  to  cause  the  construction  of  a  proper  fishway  rests  largely 
in  its  discretion.  It  may  delegate  the  power  to  a  board  of  commis- 
sioners who  shall  have  power  to  regulate  the  maintenance  of  fish- 
ways;  or  it  may  appoint  a  committee  to  make  alterations  in  the 
fishways  along  a  stream,  and  in  such  a  case  the  committee  cannot 
delegate  its  power  to  one  of  its  members.^* 

37.  Licenses. — ^The  occupation  of  catching  fish,  either  for  private 
or  for  public  consumption,  may  be  subjected  to  regulations.  Thus  a 
state  may  require  that  persons  wishing  to  take  fish  from  the  waters 
within  such  state  shall  procure  a  license,^'  and  may  make  it  a  crim- 
inal act  for  a  person  to  take  fish  from  the  waters  without  such  a 


6.  Parker  v.  People,  111  HI.  581,  53  StaU  v.  Franklin  Falls  Co.,  49  N.  H. 

Am.  Rep.  643;  State  v.  Meek,  112  la.  240,  6  Am.  Rep.  513. 

338,  84  N.  W.  3,  84  A.  S.  R.  342,  51  7.  Parker  v.  People,  Ul  lU.  581,  53 

L.H.A.  414;  Stonghton  v.  Baker,  4  Am.  Rep.  643. 

Mass.  522,  3  Am.  Dec.  236;  Inland  8.  Inland  Fisheries  t.  Holyoke  Wa- 

Fisheries  v.  Holyoke  Water  Power  Co.,  ter  Power  Co.,  104  Mass.  446,  6  Am. 

104  Mass.  446,  6  Am.  Rep,  247,  af-  Rep.  247,  affirmed  15  WaU.  600,  21 

firmed  15  WaU.  500,  21  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  133. 

133;  State  v.  Franklin  Falls  Co.,  49  9.  State  v.  Meek,  112  la.  338,  84  N. 

N.  H.  240,  6  Am.  Rep.  513.  W.  3,  84  A.  S.  R.  342,  51  L.R.A.  414. 

Notes:  131  A.  S.  B.  763  ;  39  LuB.A.  *10.  Inland  Fisheries  v.  Holyoke  Wa- 

587.  ter  Power  Co.,  104  Mass.  446,  6  Am. 

6.  Parker  t.  People,  111  111.  581,  53  Rep.  247,  affirmed  15  Wall.  500,  21 

Am.  Rep.  643;  Stoughton  v.  Baker,  4  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  133. 

Mass.  522,  3  Am.  Dee.  236.    Contra,  11.  Stoughton  v.  Baker,  4  Mass.  522, 

Woolever  v.  Stewart,  36  Ohio  St.  146,  3  Am.  Dec.  236. 

38  Am.  Rep.  569.  12.  State  v.  Hanlon,  77  Ohio  St.  19, 

Note:  39  L.R.A.  587.  82  N.  E.  662,  122  A.  8.  B.  472,  13 

Especially  is  this  true  where  the  L.R.A.(N.S.)  638. 
obstruction  originates  without  right. 
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license.^'  So,  as  a  general  proposition,  a  state  may  refuse  to  grant 
licenses  to  citizens  of  other  states;  but,  as  between  citizens,  it  has 
been  held  to  be  improper  to  license  taxpayers  and  refuse  to  license 
nontaxpayers,^^  or  to  grant  licenses  to  the  citizens  of  one  municipal- 
ity and  refuse  them  to  the  inhabitants  of  anotiier.'*  A  fee  may  be 
charged  for  the  license,  and  the  law  does  not  require  that  each  fisher- 
man shall  pay  the  same  amount  for  the  privilege  of  fishing.  It  is  not 
an  illegal  discrimination  to  impose  a  larger  fee  on  those  persons 
using  larger  boats  or  more  efiicient  appliances."  licenses  may  be 
required  for  the  taking  of  shellfish  or  lobsters,^^  as  well  as  for  the 
catching  of  swimming  fish.  Likewise,  licenses  may  also  be  required 
of  persons  engaged  as  guides  in  inland  fisheries,^*  and  such  a  require- 
ment is  not  unconstitutional  on  the  theory  that  it  deprives  one  from 
engaging  in  a  lawful  occupation.  So,  too,  a  license  tax  may  be  imposed 
on  the  business  or  occupation  of  those  engaged  in  packing  or  canning 
oysters.*" 

38.  Time  of  Taking. — By  virtue  of  its  police  power  over  the  preser- 
vation of  fish,  a  state  may  forbid  the  taking  of  fish  from  its  waters 
during  certain  periods.*  Such  prohibitions  may,  if  the  close  season 
is  not  unreasonable  in  length,  extend  to  non-navigable  streams  ab 
well  as  navigable  waters,*  and  may  also  forbid  the  taking  of  fish 
which  are  privately  propagated.*  As  an  aid  to  the  enforcement  of 
a  statute  creating  a  close  season,  the  legislature  may  forbid  the  posses- 
sion or  sale  of  the  fish  during  such  season.*  Or  the  sale  of  those 
artificially  propagated  may  be  allowed  during  the  prohibited  season 
for  purposes  of  culture  and  maintenance,  but  forbidden  for  purposes 
of  food.*   The  taking  of  lobsters  *  or  shdlfish  during  certain  periods 

13.  As  to  criminal  prosecutions,  see  !■  State  v.  Lewis,  134  Ind.  250,  33 
infra,  par.  43.  N.  E.  1024,  20  L.R.A.  52;  Com.  v. 

14.  State  V.  Kofines,  33  R.  L  211,  80  GUbert,  160  Mass.  157,  35  N.  E.  454, 
Atl.  432,  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  1120.  See  22  L.R.A.  439;  State  v,  McGoire,  24 
also  snpra,  par.  34.  Ore.  366,  33  Pac.  666,  21  L.RJl.  478; 

16.  Guatafson  v.  State,  40  Tex.  Crim.  Payne  v.  Providence  Gas  Co.,  31  R. 
67,  45  S.  W.  717,  48  S.  W.  518,  43  ^  295,  77  Aa  145,  Ann.  Caa.  1912B 

^  le^State  V.  Higgins,  51  S.  C.  51,  .^Notas:  131  A.  S.  E.  765  ;  30  LR.A. 

28  S.  E.  15,  38  L.R.A.  561.  „  ,    -,01  *   c  u 

17.  State  V.  Hanlon,  77  Ohio  St.  19,     ?•  n^K.?!   iJa  w 

Qo  xr  p  RM  100  ARB  A79  3-  Com.  V.  Gilbert,  160  Maes.  157, 

?  n  A  rw  If 'iq     si*  35  N.  E.  454,  22  URA.  439.  Sea  al«^ 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  539.    See  also  rapra,  ^^^^^^  gj 

^"^f;       .       ^  «  T.  T  Com.  V.  GUbert,  160  Mass.  157, 

.  .  ™  \  ^^i^^\B»^'J:J^*  35  N.  E.  454,  22  L.R.A.  439.  See  also 
80  AU.  432,  Ann.  Caa.  1913C  1120.      infra,  par.  4i. 

19.  State  V.  Snowman,  94  Me.  99,  46  5.  Com.  v.  Gilbert,  160  Mass.  157, 
Atl.  815,  80  A.  8.  B.  380,  60  L.B.A.  35  N.  E.  454,  22  L.R.A.  439. 

544.  6.  Payne  v.  Providence  Ou  Co.,  31 

20.  State  v.  Applegarth,  81  Md.  293,  R.  I.  295, 77  Att  145,  Ann.  Cas.  1912B 
31  Atl.  961,  28  URJl.  812.  65. 
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may  be  forbidden  by  statute  in  the  same  way  as  similar  reigulationa 
may  aim  to  protect  swimming  fish.'' 

39.  Manner  of  Taking. — ^The  regulatory  power  of  the  state  over 
the  taking  of  fish  extends  also  to  the  manner  by  which  they  may  be 
taken.*  To  permit  the  taking  of  fish  by  any  device  within  the  inven- 
tion of  man  might  in  a  short  time  ext«rmiDate  a  particular  species  of 
fish;  hence,  the  legislature  may  forbid  fishermen  to  use  certain  nets 
or  seines  in  particular  waters  or  at  particular  times.*  So,  too,  the  legis- 
lature may  prohibit  the  taking  of  certain  kinds  of  fish  in  any  other 
manner  than  by  hook  and  line,^*^  and  the  possession  of  a  net  or  seine 
for  uses  prohibited  by  statute  may  be  forbidden  and  made  a  criminal 
offense.'^  Moreover,  the  legislature  may  authorize  an  officer  to 
remove  unlawful  fishing  apparatus  from  streams,'*  or  may  authorize 
the  forfeiture  of  such  apparatus.'*  Statute  regulating  the  manner  of 
fishing,  and  creating  criminal  offenses  or  imposing  forfeitures  for 

-  their  violation,  are  generally  to  be  accorded  a  strict  construction.** 
A  fishing  apparatus  is  "used,"  within  the  sense  of  a  statute  prohibiting 
the  use  of  certain  apparatus,  when  it  is  in  a  boat  at  tho  fishing  grounds 
and  is  ready  for  use  and  intended  to  be  used,  though  no  fish  have 
been  caught  with  ii** 

40.  Size  of  Fish  Which  Hay  Be  Taken.— In  the  preservation  of 
edible  fish,  it  may  become  expedient  to  prohibit  the  taking  of  the 
smaller  fish,  and  hence  the  legislature  may  prohibit  fishermen  from 
taking  or  selling  fish  smaller  than  a  draignated  length.  Statutes  of 
this  nature  have  been  passed  to  prohibit  the  sale  of  lobsters  of  inferior 
size,  and  they  are  generally  sustained  as  a  proper  exercise  of  the  staters 
police  power.'*  Even  the  possession  of  lobsters  of  the  prohibited  size 
may  be  punished  as  a  crime,  and  the  dime  under  some  statutes  may 

7.  See  infra,  par.  44.  N.  C.  51,  7  S.  E.  649,  9  A.  8.  B.  2L 

8.  Lawton  v.  Steele,  119  N.  Y.  226,     Note:  39  L.BA.  686. 

23  N.  E.  878, 16  A.  S.  R.  813,  7  L.R.A.  10.  State  v.  Mrozinski,  59  Minn. 

134,  affirmed  162  U.  S.  133,  14  S.  Ct.  465,  61  N.  W.  560,  27  L.R.A.  76; 

499,  38  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  385.   See  also  Peters  t.  State,  96  Tenn.  682,  36  S. 

leck  T.  Anderson,  67  CaL  261,  40  Am.  W.  399,  33  L.R.A.  114. 

Rep.  115.  Note:  39  L.R.A.  686. 

Notes:  131  A.  S.  R.  755  ;  39  L.RX  11.  SUte  v.  Lewis,  134  Ind.  250,  33 

685.  N.  E.  1024,  20  L.R.A.  52  and  note. 

9.  People  V.  6ridg:e8, 142  111.  30,  31  12.  Rea  t.  Hampton,  101  N.  G.  51, 
N.  E.  115,  16  L.R.A,  684;  State  v.  7  S.  E.  649,  9  A.  S.  R.  21. 

Lewis,  134  Ind.  250,  33  N.  E.  1024,     IS.  See  infra,  par.  42. 
20  lJiA.  52;  State  v.  Hang,  95  la.     14.  Collins  v.  Bankers'  Aeci.  Ins. 
413,  64  N.  W.  398,  29  L.R.A.  390;  Co.,  96  la.  216,  64  N.  W.  778,  59  A. 
State  T.  Mrozinski,  59  Minn.  465,  61  S.  R.  367. 

N.  W.  560,  27  L.R.A  76;  Lawton  v.  15.  Moses  v.  Raywood,  [1911]  2  K. 
Steele,  119  N.  Y.  226,  23  N.  E.  878, 16  B.  (Eng.)  271,  Ann.  Caa.  1912A  311 
A  S.  R.  813,  7  L.RA.  134,  afBrmed,  and  note. 

152  U.  S.  133, 14  8.  Ct.  499,  38  U.  S.     16.  Note:  Ann.  Gas.  1913G  1135. 
(li.  «d.)  385;  Rea  t.  Hampton,  101 
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be  committed  where  they  wete  import«d  from  another  state  or 
county.^'  But  a  common  carrier  who  has  barrels  of  short  lobsters  in 
his  possession  for  the  purpose  of  transportation  should  be  acquitted 
if  he  neither  knows  nor  has  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  barrels 
contain  lobsters  under  the  prescribed  length."  Similarly,  the  taking 
of  oysters  under  a  prescribed  size  may  be  forbidden,  and  the  pro- 
hibition may  legally  extend  to  Uie  taking  of  oysteis  from  private 
beds." 

41.  Possession  and  Sale  of  Fish. — If  the  legislature,  in  order  effect- 
ively to  enforce  the  prohibitions  against  fishing,  deems  it  wise  to 
prohibit  the  possession  or  sale  within  the  state  of  fish  which  may  not 
legally  be  taken  from  its  waters,  there  is  no  constitutional  objection 
to  the  legislation.*"  Thus  it  may  be  made  a  crime  to  have  the  posses- 
sion within  the  state  of  lobsters  under  a  certain  size.^  Prohibitions 
against  the  sale  or  possession  of  dead  fish  may  apply  to  those  artificially  - 
propagated  on  one's  own  premises.'  To  deny  the  right  to  sell  fish 
for  food  during  certain  periods  of  the  year  is  not  a  taking  of  property 
without  compensation.  Thus,  the  legislature  may  permit  the  catch- 
ing of  fiah  for  consumption  but  forbid  their  taking  for  purposes  of 
sale.*  Not  only  may  such  prohibitions  apply  to  fish  caught  within 
the  state,  but  they  may  legally  be  extended  to  fish  imported  from 
other  states.*  Prohibitions  of  th^  nature  are  not  condemned  by  the 
interstate  commerce  clause  of  the  federal  constitution,  though  in- 
directly they  interfere  with  the  free  commerce  of  fish  from  one  state 
to  another.'  The  obvious  intention  of  a  statute  forbidding  the  sale 
or  possession  of  fish  is  however  the  protection  of  domestic  fisheries; 
and,  unless  the  statute  reasonably  requires  such  interpretation,  it  will 
not  be  construed  as  forbidding  the  side  or  possesion  of  fish  imported 
from  another  jurisdiction.*  Nor  will  a  statute  generally  be  construed 
so  as  to  forbid  the  possession  or  offering  for  sale  of  fish  which  havo 
been  legally  caught  within  the  state.' 

17.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  1136.  Atl.  734, 63  L.R,A.  314. 

18.  State  V.  Swett,  87  Me.  99,  32  Atl.  4.  State  v.  Scbuman,  36  Ore.  16,  58 
806.  47  A.  S.  R.  306,  29  L.R.A.  714.  Pac.  661,  78  A.  S.  R.  754,  47  L.R.A. 

19.  Windsor  v.  State,  103  Md.  611,  153. 

64  AU.  288,  12  L.R.A,(N.S.)  869  and  5.  People  v.  ©"Neil,  110  Mich.  324, 
note.   See  also  supra,  par.  31.  68  N.  W.  227,  33  L.R.A.  696.  See 

20.  State  v.  Scbuman,  36  Ore:  16,  58  also  supra,  par.  32. 

Pac.  661,  78  A,  S.  A.  754,  47  L.R.A.  6.  See  People  v.  Buffalo  Fish  Co., 

153.  164  N.  Y.  93,  58  N.  E.  34,  79  A.  S.  R. 

1.  Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  1135.  622,  52  L.R.A.  803.  See  also  Tyler  v. 
And  see  supra,  par.  40.  State,  93  Md.  309,  48  AU.  840,  52 

2.  Com.  V.  Gilbert,  160  Mass.  157,  L.R.A,  100. 

35  N.  £.  454,  22  L.R.A.  439.   See  also     7.  State  v.  MeOuire,  24  Ore.  366,  33 
supra,  par.  31.  Pae.  666,  21  L.R.A.  478. 

3.  State  V,  Dow,  70  N.  H.  286,  47 
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42.  Forfeiture  of  Fishing  Apparatus. — It  is  clear  that  the  state 
has  the  power  to  punish  a  violation  of  its  fishing  laws  by  the  forfeiture 
of  the  apparatus  used  in  the  illegal  fishing.  The  serious  question 
which  arises  from  the  right  of  forfeiture  is  whether  the  state  can 
summarily  forfeit  and  take  or  destroy  the  fishing  appliances  with.out 
giving  the  owner  an  opportunity  to  be  beard.  As  a  rule  of  general 
application  to  all  kinds  of  property  illegally  used,  it  is  sometimes 
said  that  a  distinction  is  to  be  drawn  between  tiie  summary  destruction 
of  property  which  may  be  innocently  used  and  that  which  is  incapable 
of  any  use  except  an  illegal  one;  and  that  the  latter  may  be  summarily 
forfeited,  but  that  the  former  cannot  be  forfeited  or  destroyed  without 
giving  the  owner  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  on  the  proposition.* 
However  this  may  be  with  respect  to  other  kinds  of  property  which 
may  be  lawfully  used,  it  is  generally  held  that  tJie  constitutional 
requirement  of  due  process  of  law  does  not  forbid  a  state  from  sum- 
marily forfeiting  nets  or  other  fishing  appliances  of  small  value  which 
are  used  in  illegal  fishing.'  In  the  case  of  such  nets  or  other  fishing 
appliances  which  clearly  appear  to  have  been  used  in  the  unlaw- 
ful taking  of  fish,  the  state  may  declare  them  to  be  nuisances;  and 
the  fact  that  it  is  possible  for  them  to  be  used  for  legal  purposes  will 
not  save  them  from  summary  forfeiture  or  destruction.'"  The  federal 
constitution  does  not  compel  a  state  to  belittle  its  dignity  by  requiring 
a  solemn  judicial  proceeding  over  the  forfeiture  of  a  few  hooks  or 
lines  which  clearly  appear  to  have  been  used  for  taking  fish  in  viola- 
tion of  the  state  statutes.^'  Moreover,  the  requirement  of  due  process 
of  law  may  be  satisfied  in  some  jurisdictions  where  the  owner  of  the 
nets,  though  they  are  confiscated,  has  a  remedy  to  recover  their  value 
in  case  he  can  show  that  they  were  used  in  lawful  purposes.**  A 
different  conclusion  may  well  be  reached  where  it  is  sought  to  forfeit 
property  of  considerable  value,  such  as,  for  example,  a  vessel  used 

8.  See  CoNSTTTunONAL  Law,  vol.  6,  134,  affirmed  152  U.  S.  133,  14  S. 
p.  479.  Ct.  499,  38  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  660;  State 

9.  Lawton  v.  Steele,  119  N.  T.  226,  v.  French,  71  Ohio  St.  186,  73  N.  E. 
23  N.  E.  878, 16  A.  S.  R.  813,  7  L.R.A.  216,  104  A.  S.  R.  770,  1  Ann.  Cas. 
134,  affirmed,  152  U.  S.  133, 14  S.  Ct.  948  and  note;  Bittenhaus  v.  Johnston, 
499,  38  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  660;  Daniels  92  Wis.  588,  66  N.  W.  805,  32  LilA.. 
V.  Homer,  139  N.  C  219,  51  S.  E.  992,  380. 

3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  997  and  note;  State  Note:  39  L.R.A.  590. 
V.  French,  71  Ohio  St.  186,  73  N.  E.  11.  Lawton  v.  Steele,  119  N.  Y.  226, 
216,  104  A.  S.  R.  770,  1  Ann.  Cas.  23  N.  E.  878,  16  A.  S.  R.  813,  7  L.R.A. 
948  and  note.  See  also  Colon  v.  Liak,  134,  affirmed  152  U.  S.  133,  14  S. 
153  N.  T.  188,  47  N.  E.  302,  60  A.  S.  Ct.  499,  38  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  660. 
R.  609.  Contra,  leck  v.  Anderson,  57  12.  Daniels  v.  Homer,  139  N.  C.  219, 
Cal.  251,  40  Am.  Rep.  115.  51  S.  E.  992,  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  997: 

Notes:19L.R.A.  197;39L.R.A.  590.  Bittenhaus  v.  Johnston,  92  Wis.  588, 

10.  Lawton  v.  Steele,  119  N.  Y.  226,  66  N.  W.  805,  32  L.RJL.  380. 
23  N.  E.  878, 16  A.  S.  R.  813, 7  IiJl.A. 
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to  take  fish.**  But  a  state  statute  may  authorize  the  forfeiture  of  a 
vessel  where  it  is  engaged  in  illegal  fishing  and  judicial  proceedinga 
are  authorized  and  an  opportunity  is  given  the  owner  to  be  heard 
on  the  question  before  the  forfeiture  is  declared.**  A  vessel  enrolled 
and  licensed  under  the  United  States  laws  may  be  sdzed  and  forfeited 
under  a  state  law.** 

43.  Criminal  Prosecution. — To  secure  the  enforcement  of  restric- 
tions on  the  taking  of  fish,  the  state  may  make  it  a  criminal  offense 
to  take  fish  in  violation  of  its  regulations,**  and  even  the  possession 
of  fishing  appliances  for  unlawful  purposes  may  be  declared  a  crime.*' 
As  a  general  rule,  such  penal  statutes  are  to  be  strictly  construed  in 
favor  of  the  accused,  and  only  those  acts  expressly  condemned  by  the 
statute  are  punishable.**  And  constitutional  provisions  must  be 
observed  to  the  end  that  due  process  of  law  is  accorded  to  the  violator, 
including  a  trial  by  jury  to  the  extent  guaranteed  by  the  constitu- 
tion.** The  trial  may  generally  be  had  before  a  justice  of  the  peace 
or  other  inferior  magistrate ;  but  a  statute  committing  the  judicial 
administration  of  the  regulations  to  mayors  and  justices  of  the  peace, 
whether  the  offenses  are  committed  in  their  districts  or  not,  may  be 
unconstitutional*  It  has  been  held,  however,  that  if  one  statute 
declares  a  dam  without  a  fishway  to  be  a  nuisance  which  may  be 
abated,  while  another  statute  provides  that  a  penalty  of  one  thousand 
dollars  may  be  imposed  for  maintaining  a  nuisance  when  no  other 
punishment  therefor  is  specifically  provided,  a  justice  of  the  peace 
has  jurisdiction,  to  try  for  the  offense  of  maintaining  a  dam  without 
a  fishway,  to  declare  it  a  nuisance,  and  to  order  its  abatement,  although 
the  penalty  which  may  be  imposed  exceeds  his  jurisdiction.*  Con- 
stitutional provisions  may  forbid  the  issuance  of  a  warrant  for  the 
arrest  of  one  violating  a  fish  law,  except  upon  probable  cause  sup- 
ported by  oath  or  affirmation.* 

44.  Shellfish.— The  taking  and  marketing  of  shellfish  is  subject 
to  governmental  regulation  to  the  same  extent  as  swimming  fish.* 

18.  Color  V.  Xisk,  153  N.  Y.  188,  47  367;  People  t.  Buffalo  Fish  Co.,  164 
N.  E.  302,  60  A,  S.  R.  609.  N.  Y.  93,  58  N.  E.  34,  79  A.  S.  K.  622. 

14.  Smith  V.  Maryland,  18  How.  71,  52  L.R.A.  803. 

15  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  269.    See  also  19.  Colon  v.  Lisk,  153  N.  T.  188.  47 

Thompson  v.  Whitman,  18  Wall.  457,  N.  E.  302,  60  A.  S.  R.  609 

21  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  897.  20.  State  v.  Meek,  112  Ta.  338,  84  N. 

15.  Smith  V.  Maryland,  18  How.  71,  W.  3,  84  A.  S.  R.  342,  51  L.RA.  414. 
15  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  269.  1.  Ex  parte  Fritz,  86  Miss.  210.  38 

16.  Lawton  v.  Steele,  152  U.  S.  133,  So.  722, 109  A.  S.  R.  700. 

14  S.  Ct.  499,  38  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  385.  2.  State  v.  Meek,  112  Ta.  338,  84  N. 

17.  State  V.  Lewis,  134  Ind.  250,  33  W.  3,  84  A.  S.  R.  342,  51  L.R.A.  414 
N.  E.  1024,  20  L.R.A.  52  and  note.  3.  State  v.  Higgins,  51  S.  C.  51,  28 
And  see  sapra,  par,  39.  S.  E.  15,  38  L.R.A.  561.    And  see 

18.  Collins  V.  Bankers'  Ace.  Ins.  Co.,  generally,  Akrxst,  vcH.  2,  p.  460. 

96  la.  216,  64  N.  W.  778,  59  A.  8.  R.     4.  State  v.  Hamib,  95  Ala.  176,  10 
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TUe  legislature  may  make  a  close  season  during  which  no  person 
shall  take  shellfish ;  *  it  may  forbid  the  taking  by  certain  destruc- 
tive methods,  such  aa  scoops  and  drags;  *  it  may  limit  the  size  of  the 
oysters  to  be  marketed  and  require  the  immature  ones  to  be  returned 
to  the  water; '  it  may  allow  rodents  of  the  state  to  take  the  fish, 
but  deny  the  privilege  to  nonresidents;  ^  it  may  require  a  license  for 
taking  the  shellfish  from  the  waters,'  and  impose  a  license  fee  on 
such  taking  or  on  the  business  of  packing  or  canning  o^^ters;  or 
it  may  levy  a  tax  on  the  sales  of  oysters.'^  And  these  regulations  may, 
as  a  general  proposition,  apply  to  private  oysteries  as  well  as  natural 
beds  owned  by  the  public,"  and,  despite  anything  in  the  federal 
constitution,  may  apply  to  oysters  under  tidal  waters  as  well  as  those 
under  nontidal  waters.^*  The  sale  or  possession  within  the  state  of 
oysters  or  clams  under  a  prfescribed  size  may,  no  doubt,  be  prohibited 
though  such  shellfish  are  imported  from  another  state,**  but  statutes 
relative  to  the  sale  or  possession  of  such  fish,  unless  they  require  a 
contrary  interpretatioUj  are  construed  as  applicable  solely  to  domestic 
shellfish.^*  To  enforce*  its  regulations,  the  state  may  make  their 
violation  a  criminal  offense,"  or  may  cause  the  forfeiture  of  vessels 
or  fishing  apparatus  used  in  the  unlawful  taking  of  the  shellfish.^' 
Unless  the  state  constitution  contains  provisions  requiring  a  different 
decision,  the  legislature  may  grant  or  lease  to  an  individual  the  ex- 
clusive right  to  take  shellfish  from  certain  places  in  the  public  waters 

So.  752,  36  A.  S.  R.  195,  15  L.R.A.  tafson  v.  State,  40  Tex.  Crim.  67,  45 

761 ;  Bradshaw  v.  Lankford,  73  Md.  S.  W.  717,  48  S.  W.  518,  43  L.R.A. 

428,  21  Atl.  66,  25  A.  S.  R.  602,  U  615. 

L.R.A.  582;  Com.  v.  Hilton,  174  Mass.  Note:  16  Ann.  Cas.  200. 

29,  54  N.  E.  362,  45  L.R.A.  475.  See  also  supra,  par.  34. 

Note:  60L.R.A.517.  9.  Note:  60  L.R.A.  517.    See  also 

6.  Payne  v.  Providence  Gas  Co.,  31  supra,  par.  37. 

R.  I.  295,  77  Atl.  145,  Ann.  Caa.  1912B  10.  State  v.  Applegarth,  90  Md.  293, 

65.   See  also  supra,  par.  38.'  31  Atl.  961,  28  L.R.A.  812. 

6.  Smith  V.  Maryland,  18  How.  71,  H-  Com.  v.  Brown,  91  Va.  762,  21 
15  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  269.  See  also,  supra,  S.  E.  357,  28  L.R.A.  110. 

™  38  12.  Windsor  v.  State,  103  Md.  611, 

7.  Windsor  v.  State,  103  Md.  611,  64  AU.  288,  12  L..A.(N.S.)  869  and 
64  AU.  288, 12  L.R.A.(N.S.)  869.  See  i*"**-   See  also  snpra,  par.  31. 

also  siinra  iiar  40  13.  Lee  v.  New  Jersey,  207  U.  S.  67, 

fl  KiJfV  VircnnJ*  04  n  S  28  S.  Ct.  22,  52  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  106. 

«?■  ^  n  Q^.T     7f?S.  t^l  V  Tyler  y.  State,  93  Md.  309," 48 

^  ^".^a/  i7^'\n  I;  7S9%fi  Atl-  840,  52  L.R.A:  100.    See  'also 

^■Pn/i"'^  T  o'a  -tI,    I   '  State  V.  Harrub,  95  Ala.  176,  10  So. 

A.  S.  R.  195,  15  L.R.A.  761;  Com.  v.  753,  36  A.  S.  IL  195.  15  URJL  761. 

HUton,  174  Mass.  29,  54  N.  E.  362,  45  See^solipra,  pi  32. 

h.RjL.  475.  See  also  State  v.  Leavitt,  15  Tyler  v.  State,  93  Md.  309,  48 

105  Me.  76,  72  AU.  875,  28  L.R.A.  Atl.  840,  52  L.R.A  100. 

(N.S,)  799.  16.  See  supra,  par.  43. 

But  the  privilege  eannot  be  granted  17.  Smith  v.  Maryland,  18  How.  71, 

to  taxpayers  of  the  state  and  denied  to  15  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  269.  See  also  snpra, 

citizens  who  are  not  taxpayers.   Gas-  par.  42. 
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of  the  atate.^*  The  taking  and  marketing  of  lobsters  is  also  a  matter 
which  is  suhject  to  state  regulation,  as  by  prohibiting  the  possession 
of  lobstOTS  measuring  less  than  a  designated  length.^'  A  statute  giv- 
ing commissioners  of  game  the  right  to  search  in  suspected  places  for, 
and  to  seize  and  remove,  lobsters  which  have  been  unlawfully  taken, 
held  or  o£Fered  for  sale  does  not  justify  the  seizing  of  property  upon 
the  person  or  in  the  hands  of  another  and  taking  it  from  him  for  the 
purpose  of  examining  the  contents  of  a  receptacle  which  is  seized 
while  in  his  hands  and  taken  from  his  person  against  his  will.*** 

18.  See  Bttpra,  par.  18.  note.  See  sapra,  par.  40. 

19.  State  v.  KoQnes,  33  R.  I.  211, 80  20.  Dunn  v.  Lowe,  203  Maes.  616^ 
AtL  432,  Ann.  Cu.  19I3C  1120  and  89  N.  £.  lOM,  133  A.  8.  R.  320, 

1056 


« 


FIXTURES 


I.  Introductory 
II.  Criteria  and  Elements 

III.  Fixture  as  Affected  by  Kblation  of  Partus 

IV.  Application  of  Prikciflbs  to  Pabticulab  Mattbm 
V.  Bbmsdibs  and  Progedurb 


L  Introductory 

L  Scope  of  Article 

2.  Definitions 

n.  Criteria  and  Elementi 

3.  General  Tests  or  Criteria 

4.  Annexation  Generally 

5.  Use  or  Purpose  of  Annexation 

6.  Intention  Generally 

7.  Intention  without  AnnexatioB 

8.  Effect  of  A^eement  Gennrally 

9.  Operation  of  Agreement  as  against  Third  Persona 

10.  Severance  of  Fixtures 

ni.  Fixtures  as  Affected  by  Relation  of  Parties 

11.  In  General 

12.  Heir  and  Personal  Representative;  Vendor  and  Purchaser 

13.  Landlord  and  Tenant  Generally;  life  Tenant  and  Remaindemuu 

14.  Tenant's  Rights  as  Affected  by  Special  Contraet 

15.  Removal  by  Tenant 

16.  Time  of  Removal  by  Tenant 

17.  New  Xjeaae  as  Affecting  Right  to  Remove  Fixtures 

18.  Mortgagor  and  Hortg^goe 

IV.  Application  of  Principles  to  Particular  Hatters 

19.  Miscellaneous  Instances  Generally 

20.  Miscellaneous  Instances  as  to  Tenant's  Rights 

21.  Dwelling  House  Fixtures 

22.  Railroad  Property 

23.  Manure 

24.  Buildings  Generally 

R.  C.  L.  Vol.  XI.-«7.  1067 


Digitized  by  Google 


FIXTURES 
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1.  IntBODUCTORT 

1.  Scope  of  Article. — This  article  treats  of  lights  and  liabilities 
with  respect  to  chattels  affixed  or  annexed  to  real  property,  includ- 
ing the  question  whether  railroad  structures  and  erections  placed  on 
land  are  fixtures  so  as  to  pass  with  the  land ;  but  the  general  subject 
of  the  character  of  railroad  property  as  being  real  or  personal  is 
relegated  to  another  article.^  Related  matters  treated  elsewhere  are: 
chattel  mortgages  on  fixtures;  *  crops  generally;  *  property  rights  in 
tombstones ;  *  conversion  of  chattels  annexed  to  realty ;  *  lien  for 
compensation  for  annexing  chattels  to  realty ;  •  compensation  for 
fixtures  on  real  estate  taken  for  public  use ; '  and  the  statute  of  frauds 
as  applied  to  sales  of  fixtures.® 

2.  Definitions. — The  term  "fixture"  is  generally  used  in  reference 
to  some  originally  personal  chattel,  which  has  been  actually  or  con- 
structively affixed  either  to  the  soil  itself  or  to  some  structure  legally 
a  part  of  such  soil.*  It  has  been  defined  as  denoting  an  article  which 
was  once  a  chattel,  but  which,  by  being  physically  annexed  or  affixed 
to  the  realty,  has  become  accessory  to  it  and  part  and  parcel  of  it; 
or  as  signifying  something  so  attached  to  the  realty  as  to  become, 
for  the  time  being,  a  part  of  the  freehold,  as  contradistinguished  from 
a  mere  chattel ;    something  annexed  to  a  freehold  for  use  in  conneo- 

1.  See  RaHiBOADS.  59  Am.  Bee.  634;  Oasavay  t.  Thomas, 

2.  See  Chattbl  Mokruoes,  vol.  5,  56  Wash.  77,  106  Pac  168,  20  Ann. 
p.  402  et  acq.  Cas.  1337. 

3.  See  Chops,  vol.  8,  p.  354.  11.  Mat^e  v.  Smith,  5  La.  Ann.  717, 

4.  See  Ceheteries,  vol.  5,  p.  247.    52  Am.  Dec.  615;  Coombs  v.  Jordan, 

5.  See  Troveb.  3  Bland's  Ch.  (Md.)  284,  22  Am.  Dec 

6.  See  Mechanics'  Libms.  236;  Carlin  v.  Ritter,  68  Md.  478,  13 

7.  See  EiONEHT  DoiCAlH,  vol.  10,  p.  Atl.  370,  16  AtL  301,  6  A.  S.  R.  467; 
141  et  seq.  Miller  v.  Plumb,  6  Cow.  (N.  Y.)  665, 

8.  See  STATnTB  ov  Frauds.  16  Am.  Dec.  456. 

9.  Dudley  v.  Hurst,  67  Md.  44,  8  Notes:  37  Am.  Dee.  219;  55  Am. 
Atl.  901,  1  A.  S.  R.  368.  Dee.  416;  6  LJIX  150. 

10.  Teafl  V.  Hewitt,  1  Ohio  St.  511, 
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tion  therewith ;  ^*  something  so  annexed  to  a  freehold  that  it  cannot 
be  removed  without  injury  to  the  freehold^* 

n.  Cbitbria  and  Elbmehts 

3.  General  Tests  or  Criteria. — The  tests  to  be  applied  in  determin- 
ing the  question  whether  an  article  used  in  connection  with  realty 
is  to  be  considered  a  fixture  or  not  have  even  less  of  definiteness  than 
an  attempted  statement  of  a  definition  as  to  what  constitutes  a  fixture. 
The  general  course  of  modem  decisions,  in  both  English  and  American 
courts,  is  against  the  common  law  doctrine  that  the  mode  of  annexar 
tion  is  the  criterionj  whether  slight  and  temporary,  or  immovable  and 
permanent,  and  in  favor  of  dedaring  all  things  to  be  fixtures  which 
are  attached  to  the  realty  with  a  view  to  the  purposes  for  which  it 
is  held  or  employed.^*  This  has  led  to  the  formulation  and  recogni- 
tion of  three  general  tests  which  may  be  applied  in  determining  a 
particular  case,  namely,  first,  annexation  to  the  realty,  either  actual 
or  constructive;  second,  adaptation  or  application  to  the  use  or  pur- 
pose to  which  that  part  of  the  realty  to  which  it  is  connected  ia 
appropriated;  and  third,  intention  to  make  the  article  a  permanent 
accession  to  the  freehold.^*  It  is,  of  course,  obvious  that  the  adop- 
tion of  these  tests  does  not  establish  definite  criteria,  but  leaves  each 
case  to  be  determined  not  only  on  the  circumstances  and  nature  of  the 
annexation  and  the  uses  to  which  the  property  is  put,  but  also  on 


12.  Canning  v.  Owen,  22  R.  I.  624,  Co.  t.  Hawley,  44  la.  57,  24  Am.  Hep. 
48  Atl.  1033,  84  A.  S.  R.  858.      ^  719  and  note;  Thomson  v.  Smith,  lU 

Notes:  17  Am.  Dec.  694;  36  \m.  Ia.  718,  83  N.  W.  789,  82  A.  S.  R.  541 

Dec.  557.  and  note;  50  L.R.A.  780;  AtchinsoH, 

13.  Eiwes  V.  Maw,  3  East  38,  6  Rev.  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Morgan,  42  Kan.  23,. 
Rep.  523, 12  Eng.  Rnl.  Cas.  193;  Hob-  21  Pac.  809,  16  A.  S.  R.  471,  4  L..R.A. 
son  V.  Goringe,  66  L.  J.  Ch.  114,  12  284;  Roderick  v.  Sanborn,  106  Me. 
En*.  Rul.  Cas.  208.  159,  76  Atl.  263,  20  Ann.  Cas.  469, 

Note;  30  A.  S.  R.  491.  30   L.R.A.(N.S.)    1189;   Dudley  v. 

14.  Clifton  First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Clif-  Harst,  67  Md.  44,  8  Atl.  901,  1  A.  8. 
ton  Armory  Co.,  14  Ariz.  360,  128  R.  368;  Teaff  v.  Hewitt,  1  Ohio  St. 
Pac.  810,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  1061;  John  511,  59  Am.  Dec.  634;  Hutchins  v. 
P.  Squire  &  Co.  v.  Portland,  106  Me.  Masterson,  46  Tex.  551,  26  Am.  Rep. 
234,  76  Atl.  679,  20  Ann.  Cas.  603,  30  286;  Filley  v.  Christopher,  39  Wash. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  576.  22,  80  Pac.  834,  109  A.  S.  R.  853; 

Notes:  17  Am.  Dec.  686;  91  Am.  Gasaway  v.  Thomas,  66  Wash.  77,  105 

Dee.  213;  30  A.  S.  R.  491;  3  L.R.A.  Pac.  168,  20  Ann.  Cas.  1337;  Fuller- 

.33;  5  UR.A.  150;  10  L.R.A.  722.  Warren  Co.  v.  Harter,  110  Wis.  80, 

15.  Lavenson  v.  Standard  Soap  Co.,  85  N.  W.  698,  84  A.  S.  R.  867,  53 
80  Cal.  245,  22  Pac.  184,  13  A.  S.  R.  L.R.A.  603. 

147  and  note;  Baker  v.  McClnrg,  198  Notes:  14  Am.  Dec.  303;  17  Am. 

in.  28.  64  N.  E.  701,  92  A.  S.  R.  261,  Dec.  694;  100  Am.  Dec.  492;  15  A.  S. 

59  L.R.A.  131;  Binkley  v.  Forkner,  R.  239;  22  A.  8.  R.  376;  39  A.  8.  R. 

117  Ind.  170,  19  N.  E.  753,  3  L.R.A.  172;  51  A.  8.  R.  633;  52  A.  8.  R. 

Z3  and  note;  Ottumwa  Woolen  MiH  685  :  67  A.  S.  B.  625  :  68  A.  S.  R. 
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the  relation  of  the  parties.**  These  general  tests,  moreover,  are  sub- 
ject to  the  qualification  that  the  rights  of  t^e  parties  are  liable  to 
be  controlled  by  special  agreement*' 

4.  Annezatioii  Generally. — The  first  of  the  tests  outlined  in  the 
preceding  paragraph,  i.  e.,  annexation  to  the  realty,  either  actual  or 
constructive,  is  generally  held  to  be  uncertain  and  unsatisfactory/* 
the  tendency  being  to  accord  less  and  less  significance  thereto.** 
There  must,  of  course,  be  actual  or  constructive  annexation,'*  but 
regard  must  be  had  to  the  object^  the  effect,  and  the  mode  of  annexa- 
tion,* and  physical  annexation  ia  not  alone  sufficient.*  The  extent 
and  mode  of  actual  annexation  have  now  little  weight  except  in  so  far 
as  it  relates  to  the  nature  of  the  article  itself,  the  use  to  which  the 
article  is  applied,  and  other  attending  circumstances  as  indicating  the 
intention  of  the  party  making  the  annexation.*  The  fact  that  chattels 
may  be  removed  and  sold  for  other  uses,  or  that  they  were  not  made 
witli  special  adaptation  to  the  building  in  which  they  are  placed, 
is  not  cohclusive  of  the  question  whether  they  have  become  fixtures,* 
nor  the  fact  that  they  can  be  removed  without  injury  to  themselves 
or  to  the  freehold.^   But  it  is  usually  conclusive  that  a  chattel  has 


420;  S3  A.  S.  R.  836  ;  87  A.  S.  R.  268;  Nash,  14  Allen  (Mass.)  136,  92  Am. 
96  A.  S.  R.  322;  97  A.  S.  R.  492;  105  Dec.  741;  Hopewell  Mills  v.  Taunton 
A.  S.  R.  647;  121  A.  S.  R.  180;  5  Sav.  Bank,  150  Mass.  519,  23  N.  E. 
L.R.A.  150;  69  L.R.A.  892.  327,  15  A.  S.  R.  235,  6  Ii.R.A.  249 

16.  Clifton  First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Gif-  and  note. 

ton  Armory  Co.,  14  Ariz.  360, 128  Pao.     Notes:  92  Am.  Dec.  743;  10  hJt.A. 

810,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  1061;  Swift  v.  722. 

Thompson,  9  Conn.  63,  21  Am.  Dec     9be  infra,  par.  5. 

718;  Jobn  P.  Squire  &  Co.  v.  Portland,     2.  Atchison,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Morgan. 

106  Me.  2a4,  76  Atl.  679,  20  Ann.  Cas.  42  Kan.  23,  21  Pac.  809,  16  A.  S.  R. 

603,  30  L.R.A.(N.S.)  576;  Union  Bank  471,  4  L.R.A.  284. 

&  Trust  Co.  V.  Fred  W.  Wolf  Co.,      Notes:  37  Am.  Dec.  494;  19  A.  S.  R. 

114  Tenn.  255,  86  S.  W.  310,  108  A.  600 ;  30  A.  S.  R.  491 ;  51  A.  S,  R.  633 ; 

S.  R.  903,  4  Ann.  Cas.  1070.   See  in-  83  A.  S.  R.  836;  5  L.R.A.  594;  10 

fra,  par.  11  et  seq.,  as  to  relation  of  L.R.A.  722. 

parties.  3.  Ottumwa   Woolen   Mill   Co.  v. 

17.  See  infra,  par.  8.  Hawley,  44  la.  57,  24  Am.  Rep.  719; 

18.  Ottumwa  Woolen  Mill  Co.  v.  Feder  v.  Van  Winkle,  53  N.  J.  Eq. 
Hawley,  44  la.  57,  24  Am.  Rep.  719.  370,  33  Atl.  399,  51  A.  S.  R.  628; 

19.  See  supra,  par.  3.  Teaff  v.  Hewitt,  1  Ohio  St.  511,  59 

20.  Roderick  v.  Sanborn,  106  Me.  Am.  Dec.  634. 

159,  76  AU.  263,  20  Ann.  Cas.  469,  30     4.  Feder  v.  Van  Winkle,  53  N.  J. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  1189;  Shepard  v.  Bios-  Eq.  370,  33  Atl.  399,  51  A.  S.  R.  628. 
aom,  66  Minn.  421,  69  N.  W.  221,  61      Note:  105  A.  S.  R.  647. 
A.  S.  R.  431.  5.  Swift  v.  Thompson,  9  Conn.  63, 

Notes:  14  Am.  Dec.  303;  17  Am.  21  Am.  Dec.  718;  McCriUis  v.  Colo, 
Dec.  690;  13  A.  S.  R.  153;  14  A.  S.  R.  25  R.  I.  156,  55  AU.  196,  105  A.  S.  K. 
462;  30  A.  S.  R.  491;  72  A.  S.  R.  142.  875;  Cross  v.  Marston,  17  Vt.  533,  44 

1.  Atchison,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Morgan,  Am.  Dec.  353. 
42  Kan.  23,  21  Pac.  809,  16  A.  S.  R.     Notes:  72  A.  S.  R.  142;  109  A.  S.  R. 
471,  4  L.R.A.  284;  McLaughlin  v.  857, 
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become  part  of  the  realty  when  it  haa  been  so  affixed  as  to  be  inca- 
pable of  severance  without  injury  to  tJie  freehold.*  So,  while  a 
landowner  cannot  defeat  the  title  of  a  chattel  owner  by  wrongfully 
attaching  the  chattel  to  the  land,'  if  with  the  consent  of  the  lender 
the  property  lent  is  so  attached  as  to  become  a  fixture  it  will  pass 
to  a  third  person  having  a  lien  or  acquiring  an  interest  in  the  prem- 
ises without  knowledge  of  the  facts.^  And  a  chattel  affixed  to  land 
by  another  than  the  landowner  may  become  a  part  of  the  realty,* 
as  where  the  agent  of  the  landowner  attaches  a  chattel  of  his  own 
without  permission  of  the  owner  of  the  land,  expreffl  or  implied.** 
Moreover,  the  chattel  may  become  a  fixture  though  attached  to  the 
land  under  a  mistake  as  to  boundaries.*'  And  usage  of  trade  between 
manufacturers  and  purchasers  of  articles  to  treat  such  property  as 
personalty,  is  not  competent  to  make  it  personalty  when  annexed  to 
the  freehold.** 

5.  Use  or  Purpose  of  Annexation. — ^The  second  test,  namely,  the 
adaptation  or  application  to  the  use  or  purpose  of  that  part  of  the 
property  with  which  it  is  connected,  is  generally  considered  as  entitled 
to  much  weight,  especially  in  connection  with  the  criterion  of  inten- 
tion, which  is  more  particularly  discussed  in  the  next  paragraph ;  ** 
the  tendency  being  to. regard  everything  as  a  fixture  which  has  been 


ft.  McPaxlane  v.  Foley,  27  Ind.  App. 
484,  60  N.  E.  357,  87  A.  S.  R.  264; 
Farrar  v.  Staekpole,  6  Greenl.  (Me.) 
154,  19  Am.  Dec.  201;  Hunt  v.  Mal- 
lanphy,  1  Mo.  508,  14  Am.  Dec  300; 
Providence  Gas  Co.  v.  Tburber,  2  R. 
I.  15,  55  Am.  Dee.  621;  Canning  v. 
Owen,  22  R.  I.  624,  48  Atl.  1033,  84 
A.  S.  R.  858;  Filley  v.  Christopher, 
39  Wash.  22,  80  Pac.  834,  109  A.  S. 
R.  853. 

Notes:  17  Am.  Dec.  687  ;  6  L.R.A. 

594. 

7.  Eisenhauer  v.  Qainn,  36  Mont. 
368,  93  Pac.  38,  122  A.  S.  R.  370,  14 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  435.  Compare  Chapin 
V.  Preeland,  142  Mass.  383,  8  N.  E. 
128/  56  Am.  Kep.  701,  in  -which  case 
the  statute  of  limitations  had  run 
against  a  recovery  of  the  chattel  by  the 
owner. 

8.  Hamilton  v.  Huntley,  78  Ind. 
521,  41  Am.  Rep.  593;  Stillman  v. 
Flenniken,  58  la.  450,  10  N.  W.  842, 
43  Am.  Rep.  120. 

9.  Coombs  V.  Jordan,  3  Bland 
(Md.)  284,  22  Am.  Dec.  236;  Rives  v. 
Dudley,  56  N.  C.  126,  67  Am.  Dec. 
231;  Crest  v.  Jack,  3  Watts  (Pa.)  238, 


27  Am.  Dec.  353;  CaldweU  v.  Eneas, 
2  MiU  Const  (S.  C.)  348, 12  Am.  Dec. 
681. 

Notes:  26  Am.  Dec.  539;  77  Am. 
Dec.  89;  100  Am.  Dec.  337  ;  43  A.  S. 
R.  498;  69  A.  S.  R.  343. 

10.  Goddard  v.  Bolster,  6  Greenl. 
(Me.)  427,  20  Am.  Dec.  320. 

11.  Seymour  v.  Watson,  5  Blackf. 
(Ind.)  555,  36  Am.  Dec.  556;  Dutton 
V.  Ensley,  21  Ind.  App.  46,  51  N.  E. 
380,  69  A.  8.  R.  340. 

12.  Richardson  v.  Copeland,  6  Gray 
(Mass.)  536,  66  Am.  Dec.  424. 

Note:  66  Am.  Dec.  426. 

Ab  to  trade  fixtures,  see  infra,  par. 
13  et  seq. 

18.  Atchison,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Mor- 
gan, 42  Kan.  23,  21  Pac.  809,  16  A.~ 
S.  R.  471,  4  L.R.A.  284;  Johnson  v. 
Wiseman,  4  Mete.  (Ky.)  357,  83  Am. 
Dec.  475  and  note;  Roderick  v.  San- 
bom,  106  Me.  159,  76  Atl.  263,  20 
Ann.  Cas.  469,  30  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1189; 
State  Sav.  Bank  v.  Kercheval,  65 
Mo.  682,  27  Am.  Rep.  310. 

Notes:  37  Am.  Dec.  494  ;  43  A.  S. 
R.  498;  51  A  S.  B.  633;  10  L.R.A 
722. 
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attached  to  realty  with  a  view  to  the  purposes  for  which  the  realty 
is  held  or  employed,  however  slight  or  temporary  the  connection 
between  them.^*  So  generally  it  may  be  said  that  if  property  is 
placed  on  land  to  improve  it  and  make  it  more  valuable  it  is  gen- 
erally deemed  a  fixture,  but  that  if  it  is  attached  for  a  use  which  does 
not  enhance  the  value  of  the  land  it  remains  a  chattel.** 

6.  Intention  Generally. — The  third  test  stated,  the  intention  of  the 
party  mf^ing  the  annexation,  has  been  said  by  some  of  the  authori- 
ties to  be  a  controlling  consideration,**  and  generally  it  is  held  to 
be  the  chief  test.*'  It  is  not  always  determinative,  but  in  cases 
of  doubt  it  has  a  controlling  influence.**  To  have  this  effect,  the 
intention  to  make  an  article  a  permanent  accession  to  tiie  realty  must 
affirmatively  and  plainly  appear,  and  it  the  matter  is  left  in  doubt 
and  uncertainty  the  legal  qualities  of  the  article  are  not  changed, 
and  it  must  be  deemed  a  chattel.**  But  the  test  of  intention  is  to 
be  given  a  broad  and  comprehensive  signification.  It  does  not  merely 
imply  the  secret  action  of  the  mind  of  the  owner  of  the  property,'* 
nor  need  it  be  expressed  in  words,^  but  is  to  be  inferred  from  the 
nature  of  the  article  affixed,  the  relation  and  situation  of  the  party 
making  the  annexation,  the  structure  and  mode  of  annexation,  and  the 
purpose  or  use  for  which  the  annexation  has  been  made;'  which, 

14.  Johnson  v.  Wiseman,  4  Mete.  v.  MoUaapby,  1  Mo.  508,  14  Am.  Dec 
(Ky.)  357,  83  Am.  Dec.  475.  300;  Lawton  Pressed  Brick,  etc..  Co. 

15.  Atchison,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Mor-  v.  Ross-Kellar  Triple  Pressure  Brick 
gan,  42  Kan.  23,  21  Pac.  809,  16  A.  Maeh.  Co.,  33  Okla.  59,  124  Pae.  43, 
S.  R.  471,  4  L.R.A.  284;  Winslow  v.  49  Lil-A..(N.S.)  395;  Union  Bank  & 
Bromich,  54  Kan.  300,  38  Pac.  275,  45  Trust  Co.  v.  Fred  W.  Wolf  Co.,  114 
A.  S.  R.  285;  Park  v.  Baker,  7  Allen  Tenn.  265,  86  S.  W.  310,  108  A.  S. 
(Mass.)  78,  83  Am.  Dec.  668;  Hnnt  v.  R.  903,  4  Ann.  Cas.  1070;  Hutchins 
Mullanphy,  1  Mo.  508,  14  Am.  Dec.  v.  Masteison,  46  Tex.  551,  26  Am. 
300;  Potter  v.  Cromwell,  40  N.  T.  287,  Rep.  286. 

100  Am.  Dec.  485.  Notes:  17  Am.  Dec.  695;  91  Am. 

Notes:  17  Am.  Dec.  690;  51  A.  S.  Deo.  213;  100  Am.  Dee.  492;  45  A. 

R.  633;  76  A.  S.  R.  864;  12  Eng.  Rul.  S.  R.  287;  46  A.  S.  R.  69;  51  A.  S. 

Caa.  221.  R.  633;  58  A.  S.  R.  341;  73  A.  S.  R. 

16.  Edwards,  etc..  Lumber  Co.  v.  518;  76  A.  S.  R.  864  ;  3  L-Rjl.  33; 
Rank,  57  Neb.  323,  77  N.  W.  765,  73  4  L.R.A.  674;  10  L.RA.  722. 

A.  S.  R.  514;  Gasaway  v.  Thomas,  56  18.  KeUy  v.  Austin,  46  HI.  156,  92 

Wash.  77,  105  Pac.  168,  20  Ann.  Gas.  Am.  Dec.  243. 

1337.  Note :  10  L.R.A.  722. 

Notes:  17  Am.  Dec.  694;  82  A.  S.  19.  TeaflE  v.  Hewitt,  1  Ohio  St.  511, 

R.  545  ;  83  A.  S.  Jl.  836.  59- Am.  Dec.  634  and  note. 

17.  Fifield  v.  Farmers'  Nat.  Bank,  20.  Notes:  17  Am.  Deo.  695  ;  30  A. 
148  111.  163,  35  N.  E.  802,  39  A.  S.  B.  S.  R.  491. 

166;  McFarlane  v.  Foley,  27  Ind.  App.  1.  Canning  v.  Owen,  22  R.  I.  624, 

484,  60  N.  E.  357,  87  A.  S.  R.  264;  48  AU.  1033,  84  A.  S.  R.  858. 

Hoderick  v.  Sanborn,  106  Me.  159,  76  2.  Wood  v.  HoUy  Mfg.  Co.,  100  Ala. 

Atl.  263.  20  Ann.  Cas.  469,  30  L.R.A.  326,  13  So.  948,  46  A.  S.  R.  56;  Rose. 

(N.S.)  1169;  Dudley  v.  Hurst,  67  Md.  ville  Alta  Min.  Co.  v.  Iowa  Gulch  Min. 

44.  8  AtL  901,  1  A.  S.  R.  368;  Himt  Co.,  15  Colo.  29,  24  Pac.  920,  22  A. 
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obviously,  suggests  that  the  other  tests  are  really  part  of  this  com- 
prehensive test  of  intention,  and  that  they  derive  their  chief  value 
as  conspicuous  evidence  of  such  intention.' 

7.  Intention  without  Annexation. — There  is  at  least  an  apparent 
conflict  as  to  whether  personal  property  loses  its  identity  as  a  chattel 
by  being  placed  on  land  with  the  intention  of  making  it  a  fixture 
by  some  distinctive  method  of  annexation  which  is  never  followed  out* 
Many  of  the  cases  cannot  be  reconciled,  and  the  weight  of  authority 
seems  to  be  that  things  placed  on  land  with  the  intention  of  annex- 
ing them  are  not  fixtures  unless  such  intention  is  consummated.* 
A  number  of  decisions  may  fairly  be  interpreted  as  making  a  dis- 
tinction with  reference  to  the  character  of  the  articles,  and  as  holding 
that  they  cannot  be  considered  to  be  fixtures  when  they  are  articles 
of  a  general. kind  and  use  and  not  made  particularly  for  the  prop- 
erty on  which  Ihoy  are  placed,  such  as  the  doors,  mantels,  casings, 
columns,  and  the  like,  deposited  in  a  building;*  while  articles  not 
of  a  general  kind,  but  specially  prepared  for  the  property  on  which 
they  have  been  delivered,  become  a  part  of  the  realty,  such  as  cut 
stone  and  structural  iron  for  use  in  the  completion  of  the  building.' 
It  is  questionable,  however,  whether  this  distinction  serves  to  recon- 
cile the  cases,  and  there  seems  to  be  a  strong  tendency  to  accept  the 
adaptability  of  the  articles  and  the  intention  to  annex  them  as  con- 
stituting a  constructive  annexation,  though  they  may  not  have  been 
socially  made  for  use  on  or  in  connection  with  the  land  on  which 
they  are  placed.  Accordingly  building  material,  finishing  lumber, 
doors,  etc.,  intended  for  use  in  a  particular  building  and  placed  therein 
but  not  actually  annexed,  have  been  held  to  pass  with  the  build- 
ing; ^  and  the  same  has  been  held  of  an  engine  and  boiler  delivered 

S.  R.  373;  Fifleld  v.  Farmers'  Nat.  Hawley,  44  la.  57,  24  Am.  Rep.  719; 
Bank,  148  111.  163,  35  N.  E.  802,  39  Hutchins  v.  Masterson,  46  Tex.  551,  26 
A-  S.  R.  166;  MeFarlane  v.  Foley,  27  Am.  Rep.  286. 

Ind.  App.  484,  60  N.  E.  357,  87  A.  S.     Notes:  5  h.RJL.  150;  10  L.R.A.  722. 
R.  264;  John  P.  Squire  &  Co.  v.  Port-      4.  Taffe    v.    Warnick,   3  Blackf. 
land,  106  Me.  234, 76  All.  679,  20  Ann.  (Ind.)  Ill,  23  Am.  Dec.  383. 
Cas.  603,  30  L.R.A.(N.S.)  576;  Dudley     Notes:  69  UR^  892;  4  Ann.  Gas. 
V.  Hurst,  67  Md.  44,  8  Atl.  901,  1  A.  1160. 

S.  R.  368;  Feder  v.  Van  Winkle,  53     6.  Notes:  5  L.R.A.  594;  69  LJt.A. 

N.  J.  Eq.  370,  33  Atl.  399,  51  A.  S.  902;  15  L.RA..(N.S.)  727. 

R.  628;  Canning  v.  Owen,  22  R.  I.     6.  Blue  v.  Gunn,  114  Tenn.  414,  87 

624,  48  Atl.  1033,  84  A.  S.  R.  858;  S.  W.  408,  108  A.  S.  R.  912,  4  Ann. 

Philadelphia  Mortgage,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Cas.  1157,  69  L.R.A.  892. 

Miller,  20  Wash.  607,  56  Pac.  382,  72      Note:  110  A.  S.  R.  321. 

A.  S.  R.  138,  44  L.R.A.  559;  Filley  v,      7.  Byrne  v.  Werner,  138  Mich.  328, 

Christopher,  39  Wash.  22,  80  Pae.  834,  101  N.  W.  555,  110  A.  S.  R.  315,  69 

109  A.  S.  R.  853.  L.R.A.  900. 

Notes:  14  Am.  Dec.  303;  45  A.  S.  8.  Contra,  Rahm  v.  Domayer,  137  la. 
R.  287.  18,  114  N.  W.  546,  15  UrX(N.S.) 

8.  Ottumwa  Woolen  Mill  Co.  v.  727, 
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upon  mill  grounds  for  the  purpose  of  being  put  into  the  mill  and 
necessary  for  its  operation,*  and  spike  machines,  weighing  two  and  a 
half  tons,  int^ded  to  be  placed  and  permanently,  used  in  a  rolling 
mill." 

8.  Effect  of  Agreement  Generally. — When  an  article  belonging  to 
one  person  is  annexed  to  the  freehold  of  another  person,  the  ques- 
tion whether  it  shall  be  regarded  as  a  fixture  or  not  may,  as  between 
the  parties,  be  controlled  by  agreement,*^  unless  the  property  be  of 
such  a  nature  that  it  necessarily  becomes  incorporated  into  and  a 
part  of  the  realty  by  the  act  and  manner  of  annexation.*'  This 
rule  obtains  particularly  where  the  agreement  is  entered  into  before 
annexation  of  the  chattel.^'  It  has  even  been  held  that  after  annex- 
ation the  owner  may  by  agreement  reimpress  the  character  of  per- 
sonalty upon  chattels  which  by  annexation  have  become  fixtures.'* 
There  is  authority,  however,  for  the  position  that  such  an  agreement 
does  not  become  operative  until  after  severance.** 

9.  Operation  of  Agreement  as  against  Third  Persons. — Obviously, 
an  agreement  to  preserve  the  original  character  of  a  fixture  as  a 
chattel  or  to  reimpress  it  therewith  is  binding  only  on  the  parties 
and  their  privies.  Thus,  a  lessor  is  not  bound  by  such  an  agree- 
ment between  the  lessee  and  the  seller  of  the  fixtures,  where  the  lease 
does  not  authorize  their  removal  and  they  cannot  be  severed  with- 


9.  Patton  V.  Moore,  16  W.  Va.  428,  77  ;  96  A.  S.  R.  322;  19  L.R.A.  441; 
37  Am.  Rep.  789.  1  Ann.  Cas.  312. 

Note:  62  Am.  Dee.  70.  12.  Binkley  v.  Forkner,  117  Ind. 

10.  McFadden  v.  Crawford,  36  W.  176, 19  N.  E.  753,  3  L.R.A.  33;  Landi- 
Va.  671,  15  S.  E.  408,  32  A.  S.  R.  gan  v.  Mayer,  32  Ore.  245,  51  Pac. 
804.    See  infra,  par.  28.  649,  67  A.  S.  R.  521. 

11.  Wood  V.  Holly  Mfg.  Co.,  100  Notes:  6  h.RJi..  150;  1  Ann.  Cas. 
Ala.  326,  13  So.  948,  46  A.  S.  R.  56;  312. 

Cross  V.  Weare  Commission  Co.,  153  13.  Hill  v.  Sewald,  53  Pa.  St.  271, 

ill.  499,  38  N.  E.  1038,  46  A.  S.  R.  91  Am.  Dec.  209;  Providence  Gas  Co. 

902  and  note;  Binkley  v.  Forkner,  117  v.  Thurber,  2  R.  I.  15,  55  Am.  Dec. 

Ind.  176,  19  N.  E.  753,  3  L.R.A.  33;  621;  Fuller-Warren  Co.  v.  Barter,  110 

State  Security  Bank  v.  Hoskins,  130  Wis.  80,  85  N.  W.  698,  84  A.  S.  R. 

la.  339,  106  N.  W.  764,  8  L.R.A.  867,  53  Ii.R.A.  603. 

(N.S.)  376;  Coi  v.  New  Bern  Light-  Notes:  90  Am.  Dec.  287;  5  UftJi. 

ing,  etc.,  Co.,  151  N.  C.  62,  65  S.  £.  150. 

648,  134  A.  S.  R.  966,  18  Ann.  Cas.  14.  Foster  t.  Mabe,  4  Ala.  402,  37 

936;  Teaff  v.  Hewitt,  1  Ohio  St.  511,  Am.  Dee.  749;  Tyson  v.  Post,  108  N. 

59  Am.  Dec.  634;  McCrillis  v.  Cole,  T.  217,  15  N.  E.  316,  2  A.  S.  R.  409. 

25  R.  I.  156,  55  Atl.  196, 105  A.  S.  R.  Notes:  6  A.  S.  R.  898;  13  A.  S.  R. 

875;  Fuller-Warren  Co.  v.  Harter,  110  153;  13  A.  S.  R.  572  ;  43  A.  S.  R.  498; 

Wis.  80,  85  N.  W.  698,  84  A.  S.  R.  87  A.  S.  R.  77. 

867,  53  L.R.A.  603.  15.  Beeler  v.  C.  C.  Mercanta©  Co., 

Notes:  14  A.  S.  R.  462;  15  A.  S.  R.  8  Idaho  644,  70  Pac.  943,  1  Ann.  Cas. 

239  ;  67  A.  S.  R.  521;  68  A.  S.  P.  310,  60  L.R.A.  283.    See  also  infra, 

420;  84  A.  S.  R.  877;  87  A.  S.  R.  nar.  ID. 

1004 


Digitized  by  Google 


n  B.  C.  L. 


FIXTURES 


out  injury  to  them  or  to  the  freehold."  Such  an  agreement,  more- 
over, cannot  operate  against  the  rights  of  third  persons  without 
notice,^'  nor  against  an  express  stipulation  to  the  contrary  in  a  prior 
mortgage  of  the  realty.'*  Accordingly,  it  is  generally  held  that  it 
cannot  affect  the  rights  of  subsequent  mortgagees  or  purchasers  with- 
out notice,*'  though  there  are  some  authorities  to  the  contrary.*  In 
some  jurisdictions  it  is  held  that  notwiUistanding  such  an  agreement 
fixtures  annexed  subsequently  to  a  mortgage  on  the  realty  become 
subject  to  the  mortgagee  as  being  part  of  the  realty.'  Under  this 
rule  it  has  been  held  in  a  number  of  cases  that  a  mortgagee  of 
the  realty  has  priority  over  the  lien  of  a  vendor  of  chattels  subse- 
quently attached,  whether  the  lien  is  evidenced  by  a  chattel  mort- 
gage or  a  conditional  sale  contract.*   On  the  other  hand,  influenced 


16.  Cross  V.  Weare  Commission  Co.,  31  and  note,  15  L.R.A.  56 ;  McFadden 
153  111.  499,  38  N.  E.  1038,  46  A.  S.  R.  v.  Allen,  134  N.  Y.  489,  32  N.  E.  21, 
902.  19  L.R.A.  446;  Hersog  v.  Marx,  202 

Note:  19  L.R.A.  441.  N.  Y.  1,  04  N.  E.  1063,  35  L.R.A. 

17.  Cross  V.  Weare  Commission  Co.,  (N.S.)  976;  Cox  v.  New  Bom  Light- 
153  III.  499,  38  N.  E.  1038,  46  A.  S.  ing,  etc.,  Co.,  151  N.  C.  62,  65  S,  E. 
R.  902;  Washburn  v.  Inter-Mountain  648,  134  A.  S.  R.  966  and  note,  18 
Min.  Co.,  56  Ore.  578,  109  Pac.  382,  Ann.  Cas.  936;  Muir  v.  Jones,  23  Ore. 
Ann.  Cas.  1912C  367;  McCrillis  v.  332,  31  Pac.  646,  19  L.R.A.  441  and 
Cole,  25  R.  I.  156,  55  Atl.  196,  105  note;  Laudigan  v.  Mayer,  32  Ore.  245, 
A.  S.  R.  875.  61  Pae.  649,  67  A.  S.  R.  521;  Mc- 

Notes:  67  A.  S.  R.  525;  73  A.  S.  CriUis  v.  Cole,  25  R.  I.  156,  55  Atl. 
R.  518;  81  A.  S.  R.  877  ;  3  L.R.A.  33.  196,  105  A.  S.  R.  875;  Union  Bank, 

See  Chattel  Mobtqages,  vol.  5,  p.  etc.,  Co.  v.  Fred  W.  Wolf  Co.,  114 
417.  Tenn.  255,  86  S.  W.  310, 108  A.  S.  R. 

18.  Ellis  V.  Glover  [1908]  1  K.  B.  903  and  note,  4  Ann.  Cas.  1070;  Hob- 
388,  77  L.  J.  K,  B.  251,  98  L.  T.  N.  8.  son  v.  Gorringe,  66  L.  J.  Cb.  114,  12 
110,  13  Ann.  Cas.  666,  1  British  Rol.  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  208. 

Cas.  692.  Notes:  66  Am.  Dec.  426  ;  6  A.  S.  R. 

Note:  1  British  Rul.  Cas.  664.         898;  30  A.  S.  R.  491;  39  A.  S.  R.  172; 

19.  Jolmston  v.  Philadelphia  Mortg.,  43  A.  S.  R.  498;  46  A.  S.  R.  69;  73  A. 
etc.,  Co.,  129  Ala.  515,  30  So.  15,  87  S.  R.  518;  84  A.  S.  R.  877;  5  L.R.A. 
A.  S.  R.  75;  Fifield  t.  Farmers'  Nat.  150;  49  L.R.A.(N.S.)  396;  1  British 
Bank,  148  111.  163,  35  N.  E.  802,  39  Rul.  Cas.  664. 

A.  S.  R.  166;  Thomson  v.  Smith,  111  1.  Note:  4  Ann.  Cas.  1074  et  seq. 
la.  718,  83  N.  W.  789,  82  A.  S.  R.  541  2.  Wood  v.  Barham,  180  Fed.  76, 
and  note,  50  L.R.A.  780;  Rowand  v.  103  C.  C.  A.  430,  37  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
Anderson,  33  Kan.  264,  6  Pae.  255,  52  119;  Fuller- Warren  Co.  v.  Harter,  110 
Am.  Rep.  529;  Hopewell  Mills  v.  Wis.  80,  85  N.  W.  698,  84  A.  S.  R. 
Taunton  Sav.  Bank,  150  Mass.  519,  23  867,  53  L.R.A.  603. 
N.  E.  327,  15  A.  S.  R.  235,  6  L.R.A,  Notes:  46  A.  8.  R.  910;  59  A.  S.  R. 
249;  Jenks  v.  Colwell,  66  Mich.  420,  675;  84  A.  8.  E.  877;  13  Ann.  Cas. 
33  N.  W.  528,  11  A.  S.  R.  502;  Union  671. 

Cent.  Life  Ins.  Co,  v.  Tillery,  152  Mo.  3.  Fifield  v.  Farmers'  Nat.  Bank,  148 
421,  54  S.  W.  220,  75  A.  S.  R.  480  HI.  163,  36  N.  E.  802,  39  A.  S.  R. 
and  note;  Edwards,  etc.,  Lnmber  Co.  166;  Cox  v.  New  Bern  Lighting,  etc., 
T.  Rank,  57  Neb.  323,  77  N.  W.  765,  Co.,  151  N.  C.  62,  65  S.  E.  648,  134 
73  A.  S.  R.  514;  Tibbetts  v.  Home,  65  A.  S.  R.  966,  18  Ann.  Cas.  936;  Mc- 
N.  H.  242,  23  Atl.  145,  23  A.  S.  R.  CriUis  v.  Cole,  25  R.  I.  156,  55  AtL 
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more  or  less  by  the  doctrine  that  a  mortgage  creates  a  mere  lien, 
and  yielding  to  the  modern  tendency  to  accord  to  tiie  intention  of 
the  parties  a  controlling  effect,*  some  courts  hold  that  by  agree- 
ment between  the  seller  and  the  buyer  of  the  fixture  its  original 
character  may  be  preserved  as  against  a  prior  mortgage  on  the  land,* 
so  that  it  may  be  detached  unless  its  severance  will  bo  injure  the  free- 
hold as  to  make  the  land  substantially  less  valuable  than  it  would 
have  been  had  the  chattel  never  been  attached;*  and  on  similar 
considerations  a  chattel  mortgage  or  contract  of  conditional  saXe  is 
given  effect  as  against  a  prior  mortgage  on  the  realty  where  the 
security  of  the  latter  is  not  thereby  diminished.^ 

10.  Severance  of  Fixtures. — The  abstract  right  to  sever  fixtures  is 
inherent  in  the  full  dominion  over  land  which  ownership  confers,' 
and  on  actual  severance,  if  the  rights  of  other  persons  have  not 
intervened,  the  property  detached  is  reimpressed  with  the  character 
of  personalty.'  So,  without  a  physical  detachment  an  owner  may 
by  a  proper  contract  of  sale  sever  a  fixture,  thereby  converting  it 
into  a  personal  chattel.'"    But  on  a  mere  temporary  severance  of 

190,  105  A.  S.  B.  875;  Foller-Warren  R.  188,  56  L-RJl.  554;  Binkley  v. 
Co.  V.  Harter,  110  Wis.  80,  85  N.  W.  Forkner,  117  Ind.  176,  19  N.  E.  753, 
698,  84  A.  S.  R.  867  and  note,  53  3  LJt.A.  33;  Davis  v.  Bliss,  187  N.  T. 
LJI.A.  603;  Reynolds  v.Ashby  [1904]  77,  79  N.  E.  851,  10  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
A.  C.  466,  73  L.  J.  K.  B.  946,  20  Times  458;  Cox  >.  New  Bern  Lighting,  etc., 
U  Rep.  766,  53  W.  R.  129,  91  L.  T.  Co.,  151  N.  C.  62,  65  S.  1.  648,  134 
N.  S.  607,  1  British  Rnl.  Gas.  653;  A.  S.  B.  966  and  note,  18  Ann.  Cas. 
Ellis  T.  Qlover  [1908]  1  K.  B.  388,  77  936;  Lawton  Pressed  Brick,  etc.,  Co. 
L.  J.  K.  B.  251,  98  L.  T.  (N.  S.)  110,  v,  Ross-KeUar  Triple  Presrare  Brick 
13  Ann.  Cas.  666,  1  British  RaL  Cas.  Mach.  Co.,  33  Okla.  59,  124  Pac.  43, 
692.  49  LJl.A.(N.S.)  395;  Blanefaard  v. 

Note:  108  A.  8.  R.  912.  Eureka  Planing  MOl  Co.,  58  Ore.  37, 

See  also  Chattel  Mortoaoes,  vol.  113  Poc  55,  37  LJ(.A.(N.S.)  133; 
5,  p.  402.  Webster  Lumber  Co.  v.  Keystone  Lnm- 

4.  See  MOBTGAQES.   See  idso  supra,  ber,  etc.,  Co.,  51  W.  Va.  546,  42  S.  E. 
par.  6,  as  to  effect  of  intention  of  632,  66  L.R.A.  33. 
parties.  Notes:  10  L.R.A.  722  ;  37  L.R.A. 

6.  Anderson  v.  Creamery  Package       g  )  hq 

?qS**S«^^  f  «f -i^^'     See  also 'chattel  Mobtoaoes,  vol. 
101  A.  o.  a.  188,  56  L«.K.A.  554;  Mer-  5  p  449  sea 

t?'^  "i^i^R  "^^o^*L«H    '  8.' Witmer'8  Appeal,  45  Pa.  St.  455, 

211,  56  N.  W  821, 43  A.  S.  R- 491  and 

note^ampbeU  ^^^f^J.  g^^^^J"     9.  Buekont  v.  Swift,  27  Cal.  433,  87 

^otes:  59  A.  S.  R.  675;  77  A.  S.  d^'^^^no^i;  Y^^^^^  ^ 
R.  63;  19  LJtJl.  441;  18  Ann.  Cas.  ^-  ^-  503,  77  Am.  Dec  780;  Tyson  v. 
^^uo,      1^  ,      Ain.         p^^^^       ^       217,  15  N.  B.  316,  2 

B,  Broaddus  v.  Smith,  121  Ala.  335,  A.  S.  R.  409. 

26  So.  34, 77  A.  S.  R.  61.  Note:  37  Am.  Dee.  494,  518. 

7.  Campbell  v.  Roddy,  44  N.  J.  Eq.  See  snpra,  par.  8,  9,  as  to  effect  ot 
244,  14  Atl.  279,  6  A.  S.  R.  889;  An-  agreement  on  right  to  sever  as  against 
derson  v.  Creamery  Package  Mfg.  Co.,  ri^ts  of  third  persons. 

8  Idaho  200,  67  Pac.  493,  101  A.  S.     10.  Johnston  v.  Philadelphia  Uort- 
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articles  which  possessed  the  character  of  fixtures  they  still  remain 
a  part  of  the  realty/^  and  likewise  where  the  severance  is  by  acci- 
dent^ at  least  until  the  owner,  by  appropriation  or  otherwise,  converts 
the  parts  accidentally  detached  into  personalty."  On  a  wrongful 
severance  of  a  fixture,  the  property  so  far  becomes  the  peisonal  prop- 
erty of  the  owner  of  the  realty  that  he  may  recover  it  as  personalty," 
though  it  remains  exempt  from  levy  and  sale  under  execution  as  an 
appurtenant  of  a  homestead;  and  no  title,  as  against  the  true  owner, 
can  be  conferred  by  the  owner  of  real  estate  upon  a  bona  fide  pur- 
chaser thereof  to  a  building  which  the  owner  of  the  realty  had 
wrongly  seized  and  moved  upon  and  attached  to  his  property."  A 
severance  cannot  be  made  in  fraud  of  prior  judgment  creditors.** 
Nor  has  a  purchaser  at  an  execution  sale  the  right,  between  the  sale 
and  tiie  sheriff's  deed,  to  detach  a  fixture  as  against  the  person  who 
eventually  receives  the  deed.*' 

III.  FiXTUEES  AS  ApFECTBD  BY'  RELATION  OF  PARTIES 

11.  In  GeneraL — It  has  been  heretofore  suggested  that  the  relation 
of  the  parties  in  many  cases  has  to  be  taken  into  consideration.** 
There  has  been  much  discussion  of  the  tests  with  reference  to  par- 
ticular relations  between  the  parties  concerned,  and,  except  as  affected 
by  statute,*'  the  consensus  of  opinion  is  that  substantially  the  same 
rule  obtains  as  between  a  grantor  and  grantee,  a  vendor  and  vendee, 
and  a  mortgagor  and  mortgagee,'*  being  the  same  rule  which  applies 
as  between  an  heir  and  a  personal  representative.*   It  may  abo  b^ 

gage,  etc.,  Co.,  129  Ala.  615,  30  So.  368,  93  Pac.  38,  122  A.  S.  R.  370,  14 
15,  87  A.  S.  R.  75.  L.R.A.(N.S.'i  435  and  note. 

11.  Dabuque  Congregational  Soc.  v.  16.  Witmer's  Appeal,  45  Pa.  St. 
Fleming,  11  la.  533,  79  Am.  Dec.  511  455,  84  Am.  Dec.  505. 

Wadleigh  v.  Janvein,  41  N.  H.  503,  Note:  37  Am.  Dec.  494. 

77  Am.  Dec.  780.  17.  Potter  v.  Cromwell,  40  N.  Y. 

.  Notes:  17  Am.  Dec.  690;  75  Am.  287,  lOO  Am.  Dec.  485. 

Dec.  137;  5  L.R.A.  594;  69  L.R.A.  18.  See  snpra,  par.  3  et  seq. 

893.  19.  Note:  100  Am.  Dec.  492. 

12.  Guernsey  v.  Phinizy,  113  Ga.  20.  McCrillis  v.  Cole,  25  R.  I.  156, 
898,  39  S.  E.  402,  84  A.  S.  R.  270  and  55  AU.  196, 105  A.  S.  R.  875. 

note;  Rogers  v.  Gilinger,  30  Pa.  St.  Notes:  62  Am.  Dec.  70;  1  L.R.A. 

185,  72  Am.  Dec.  694.  350. 

Notes:  17  Am.  Dec.  690;  75  Am.  1.  Harkness  v.  Sears,  26  Ala.  493, 

Dec.  137;  79  Am.  Dee.  513;  87  Am.  62  Am.  Dec.  742;  Johnson  v.  Wiseman, 

Dee.  94;  108  A.  S.  R.  918.  4  Mete.  (Ky.)  357,  83  Am.  Dee.  475 

13.  Notes:  72  Am.  Dec.  697  ;  79  Am.  and  note;  Despatch  Line  of  Packets 
Dec.  513.  V.  Bellamy  Mfg.  Co.,  12  N.  H.  205,  37 

14.  Dubuque  Congregational  Soc.  v.  Am.  Dec.  203;  Miller  v.  Plumb,  6  Cow. 
Fleming,  11  la.  533,  79  Am.  Dee.  511;  (N.  Y.)  665,  16  Am.  Dec.  456;  Mont- 
Wvlie  V.  Grundysen,  51  Minn.  360,  53  ague  v.  Dent,  10  Rich.  L.  (S.  C.)  135, 
N.  W.  805,  38  A.  S.  R.  509, 19  L.R.A.  67  Am.  Dec.  572  and  note. 

33.   See  generally.  Homestead.  Notes:  66  Am.  Dec.  426  ;  85  Am. 

15.  Eisenhauer  v.  Qoinn,  36  Mont.  Dee.  335;  5  L.R.A.  594. 
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stated  in  this  connection  that  where  under  a  contract  with  a  husband 
a  chattel  is  so  affixed  to  the  property  of  his  wife  as  to  become  a  fixture, 

it  is  not  recoverable  from  the  wife,*  but  that  where  a  chattel  has  been 
attached  to  land  owned  by  husband  and  wife  in  entirety,  under  a 
contract  with  the  husband  alone  in  which  the  vendor  reserved  title 
to  himself,  and  the  chattel  can  be  detached  without  material  injurj' 
to  itself  or  the  freehold,  it  has  been  held  that  these  circumstances 
show  that  it  was  not  the  intention  th^  it  should  become  a  fixture 
and  it  may  be  recovered  by  the  vendor.*  So  also  a  house  erected  by 
a  husband  with  community  funds  on  the  separate  property  of  the  wife 
becomes  a  part  of  her  separate  estate;  *  but  he  cannot  defeat  his  wife's 
title  to  her  share  of  community  funds  by  using  them  to  erect  a  build- 
ing on  his  separate  real  estate  or  on  land  belonging  to  his  minor 
children  by  a  prior  marriage.  In  such  a  case  as  the  latter  it  was 
held  that  the  wife  was  entitled  to  receive  one  half  the  value  of  the 
building  as  against  the  children,  but  that  they  took  the  other  half 
under  the  doctrine  of  fixtures.* 

12.  Heir  and  Personal  Representative;  Vendor  and  Purchaser. — 
Generally,  as  between  an  executor  or  administrator  on  the  one  part 
and  an  heir  at  law  on  the  other,  whatever  has  been  in  any  way  annexed 
to  the  freehold  for  its  benefit  and  is  necessary  to  its  enjoyment  goes 
to  the  heir,'  except,  of  course,  in  so  far  as  the  rule  is  changed  by 
statute.'  Similarly,  as  between  a  grantor  and  grantee  a  chattel  which 
has  actually  or  constructively  been  annexed  is  a  fixture  and  passes  to 
the  grantee,^  unless  it  is  excepted  from  the  operation  of  the  deed.* 

2.  MoTTiBon  T.  Berry,  42  Mich.  389,  Desceht  and  Distbibution,  vol.  0, 
4  N.  W.  731,  36  Am.  Rep.  446.  See  p.  72  et  seq.,  as  to  devolution  of  title 
Husband  akd  Wive,  as  to  property  to  realty. 

relations  generally.  8.  Johnston  y.  Philadelphia  Mortg. 

3.  Schellenberg  t.  Detroit  Heating,  etc.,  Co.,  129  Ala.  515,  30  So.  15,  87 
etc.,  Co.,  130  Mich.  439,  90  N.  W.  47,  A.  S.  R.  75;  Hunt  v.  Mullanphy,  1 
97  A.  S.  R.  489,  57  L.R.A.  632.  Mo.  508,  14  Am.  Dec.  300;  Despatch 

4.  Peck  T.  Brummagin,  31  Cal.  440,  Line  of  Packets  v.  Bellamy  Mfg.  Co., 
89  Am.  Dec.  195.  See  generally,  Cou-  12  N.  H.  205, 37  Am.  Dec.  203;  Cann- 
UUHITY  Pbopgrtt,  Tol.  5,  p.  832  et  ing  v.  Owen,  22  R.  I.  624,  48  Atl. 


6.  Smith  V.  Smith,  12  Cal.  216,  73  v.  Scruggs,  4  Homph.  (Tenn.)  451, 40 
Am.  Dec.  533.    See  generally,  Cou-  Am.  Dec  658  and  note. 
inmiTT  Propebtt,  v(u.  5,  p.  832  et     Notes:  38  Am,  Dec.  375;  30  A.  S. 
seq.,  as  to  hnshand's  power  to  dispose  R.  491. 

of  community  property.  See  Deeds,  vol.  8,  p.  1067  et  seq., 

6.  Johnson  v.  Wiseman,  4  Mete,  as  to  what  passes  by  a  deed  generally. 
(Ky.)  357,  83Am.  Dec475;Kittredge  9.  Brigham  v,  Overstreet,  128  Ga. 
V.  Woods,  3  N.  H.  503,  14  Am.  Dec.  447,  57  S.  E.  484, 11  Ann.  Cas.  75,  10 


iiiK  V.  v/w«u,         n.  J.,  o^t,  to  a.u. 

1033,  84  A.  8.  R.  858;  De  Oraffenreid 


393. 

Note:  10  L.R.A.  722. 
7.  Notes:  17  Am.  Dec.  690;  5  L.R.A. 
594;  10  L.R.A.  722.   See  generally, 


L.R.A,(N.S.)  452.  See  Deeds,  vol.  8, 
p.  1088  et  seq.,  as  to  exceptions  gen- 
erally. 
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As  between  a  vendor  and  vendee  under  an  executory  contract  of  sale 
of  landj  the  fixtures  attached  by  the  vendee  in  possession  become  part 
of  the  realty,  and  where  through  his  failure  to  perform  his  part  of  the 
contract  he  fails  to  acquire  title  they  cannot  be  removed  by  him;''| 
but  when  the  vendor  repudiates  an  oral  contract  of  sale  the  vendee, 
not  being  in  fault,  may  claim  fixtures  erected  or  attached  by  him,'' 
and  the  vendee  may  remove  fixtures  when  a  large  amount  of  the  pur- 
chase price  has  been  paid  and  there  is  nothing  to  indicate  that  he  will 
fail  to  complete  bis  contract  or  that  the  vendor's  security  will  be 
impaired.*' 

13.  Landlord  and  Tenant  Generally;  Life  Tenant  and  Remain- 
derman.— The  element  of  intention  is  given  especial  emphasis  in  the 
case  of  chattels  placed  on  realty  by  one  in  possession  thereof  in  the 
relation  of  a  tenant.'*  Accordingly  not  only  do  such  articles  as  would 
ordinarily  retain  their  character  as  chattels  remain  the  property  of 
the  tenant,  but  also  some  classes  of  articles  which  under  other  relations 
would  become  a  part  of  the  realty,  such  as  those  fixtures  which  have 
been  attached  for  ornament  or  for  the  tenant's  own  domestic  comfort 
and  convenience,'*  or  which'  have  been  attached  for  trade  purposes,"^ 
which  latter  include,  in  this  country,  many  articles  and  erections 
placed  on  land  for  agricultural  pui-poses,'*  and  even,  it  has  been 


10.  Hinkley,  etc.,  Iron  Co.  v.  Black,  765,  40  S.  E.  747,  57  L.R.A.  GG9; 
70  Me.  473,  35  Am.  Rep.  346;  Mc-  Coombs  v.  Jordan,  3  Bland  (Md.)  284, 
Laughlin  v.  Nash,  14  Allen  (Mass.)  22  Am.  Dec.  236;  GalTield  v.  Hapgood, 
136,  92  Am.  Dec.  741.  17  Pick.  (Mass.)  192,  28  Am.  Dec 

Note:  17  A.  S.  R.  475.  290;  Wall  v.  Hinds,  4  Gray  (Mass.) 

11.  Waters  v.  Reuber,  11  Neb.  99,  256,  64  Am.  Dec.  64. 
19  N.  W.  687,  49  Am.  Rep.  710.  Note:  5  L.R.A.  150. 

Note:  17  A.  S.  A.  475.  15.  Harkness  v.  Sears,  26  Ala.  493, 

12.  Miller  v.  Waddingham,  91  Cal.  62  Am.  Dec.  742;  Wright  v.  Da  Big- 
377,  27  Pac.  750,  13  UR.A.  680.  non,  114  Ga.  765,  40  S.  E.  747,  57 

13.  Johnston  v.  Philadelphia  Mortg.  L.R.A.  669  (limited  to  trade  fixtures 
etc.,  Co.,  129  Ala.  515,  30  So.  15,  87  by  statute);  Squire  v.  Portland,  106 
A.  S.  R.  75;  Morey  v.  Hoyt,  62  Conn.  Me.  234,  76  Atl.  679,  20  Ann.  Cas. 
642,  26  Atl.  127, 19  L.R.A.  611;  Kelly  603,  30  L.R.A.(N.S.)  576;  Kirwan  v. 
V.  Austin,  46  111.  156,  92  Am.  Dee.  243;  Latour,  1  Har.  &  J.  (Md.)  289,  2  Am. 
Johnson  v.  Wiseman,  4  Mete.  (Ky.)  Dec.  519;  Coombs  v.  Jordan,  3  Bland 
357,  83  Am.  Dec.  475;  Farrar  v.  Stack-  (Md.)  284,  22  Am.  Dee.  236;  Wall  v. 
pole,  6  Greenl.  (Me.)  154, 19  Am.  Dec.  Hinds,  4  Gray  (Mass.)  256,  64  Am. 
201 ;  Kerwan  t.  Latour,  1  Har.  &  J.  Dec.  64 ;  Holbrook  r.  Chamberliiii  116 
(Md.)  289,  2  Am.  Dec.  519;  Miller  v.  Mass.  155, 17  Am.  Rep.  146;  Kittredge 
Plumb,  6  Cow.  (N.  Y.)  665,  16  Am.  t.  Woods,  3  N.  H.  503,  14  Am.  Dee. 
Dec.  456;  Voorhis  v.  Freeman,  2  Watts  393;  Matter  of  New  York,  102  N.  Y. 
ft  S.  (Pa.)  116,  37  Am.  Dee.  490;  295,  84  N.  E.  1105,  127  A.  S.  R.  903, 
Seeger  t.  Pettit,  77  Pa.  St.  437|  18  Am.  18  L.R.A.(N.S.)  423;  Seeger  v.  Pettit, 
Eep.  452.  77  Pa.  St.  437, 18  Am.  Rep.  452. 

NoUsi  16  Am.  Deo.  459  ;  66  Am.  Notes:  16  Am.  Dee.  469;  87  A.  S.  B. 
Dee.  426  ;  3  L.R.A.  33;  6  LJt.A.  150;  77;  135  A.  8.  B.  417;  5  LJI.A.  150;  9 
12  Eng.  Rul.  Cas.  222.  L.R.A.  700. 

14.  Wright  V.  Dn  Bignon,  114  Ga.     16.  Harkness     Sesra,  26  Ala.  4SB, 
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held,  trees  and  shrubs  planted  by  a  gardener  or  nurseryman  for  the 
purpose  of  sale.*'  The  same  rule  appli^  largely  as  between  a  life 
tenant  and  the  remainderman.**  ^here  the  land  is  sold  by  the 
landlord  the  purchaser  is  chargeable  with  notice  of  the  rights  of  a 
tenant  in  possession ;  **  nor  are  the  tenant's  rights  affected  by  the 
lien  of  a  judgment  against  the  landlord.^ 

14.  Tenant's  Rights  as  Affected  by  Special'  Contract. — A  special 
agreement  between  landlord  and  tenant  regarding  fixtures  supersedes 
the  general  rules  of  law  regulating  their  mutual  rights  and  obliga- 
tions,* and  is  binding  on  anyone  claiming  under  or  succeeding  to 
the  rights  of  the  landlord.'  But  covenants  restricting  the  tenant's 
ordinary  right  to  remove  trade  fixtures  are  strictly  construed.*  Thus, 
a  provision  in  a  lease  of  a  store  that  the  lessee  is  not  to  remove  fixtures 
placed  therein  by  him  does  not  include  mere  furniture  but  only 
fixtures  strictly  so  called.*  And  a  stipulation  that  the  alterations, 
improvements,  and  additions  erected  by  the  tenant  shall  be  left  on 
the  premises  seems  generally  to  be  taken  as  not  including  trade 
fixtures,'  though  the  contrary  has  been  held,  the  court  declaring  that 
such  a  stipulation  would  be  surplusage  if  it  did  not  include  fixtures, 
which  declaration,  however,  was  somewhat  qualified  by  the  further 
statement  that  each  case  must  stand  on  its  own  facts.*  Nor  does  a 
covenant  to  leave  the  premises  in  good  condition  require  the  tenant 
to  leave  trade  fixtures.' 

15.  Removal  by  Tenant — From  the  rule  stated  in  the  preceding 
paragraph  it  follows  liiat  a  tenant  may  remove  articles  placed  in  or 

62  Am.  Dee.  742;  Holmes  v.  Tremper,  26  So.  34,  77  A.  S.  B.  61;  Smyth  v. 
20  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  20,  U  Am.  Dec.  Stoddard,  203  lU.  424,  67  N.  E.  080, 
238.  96  A.  S.  R.  314;  Collins  v.  Mi  Fleas- 

Note:  62  Am.  Dec.  70.  ant  Oil,  etc.,  Co.,  85  Kan.  483,  118 

17.  Coombs  V.  Jordan,  3  Bland  Pac.  54,  38  L.R.A.(N.S.)  134;  WaU 
(Md.)  284,  22  Am.  Dec.  236.  See  v.  Hinds,  4  Gray  (Mass.)  256,  64  Am. 
Crops,  vol.  8,  p.  362  et  seq.  Dec.  64;  Dame  v.  Dame,  38  N.  H.  429, 

18.  Johnson  v.  Wiseman,  4  Mate.  75  Am.  Dec.  195  and  note;  Lewis  v. 
(Ky.)  357,  83  Am.  Dec.  475;  Overman  Seabury,  74  N.  Y.  409,  30  Am.  Rep. 
V.  Sasser,  107  N.  C.  432,  12  S.  E.  64,  311. 

10   L.RA.  722;   Seattle  v.  Hulae,     Note:  45  L.R.A.(N.S.)  100, 

[1905]  1  Gh.  406,  2  Ann.  Cas.  404  and     2.  Searle  v.  Roman  Catholic  Bishop, 

note.  203  Mass.  493,  89  N.  E.  809,  17  Ann. 

Notes:  5  L.R.A.  150;  9  LJI.A.  700;  Cas.  340,  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  992, 
12  Eng.  Rol.  Cas.  222.  3.  Note:  42  L.R.A.(N.S.)  547. 

19.  Sassen  v.  Hoegle,  125  Minn.  441,     4.  Note:  42  L.R.A.(N.S.)  553. 

147  N.  W.  445,  52  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1176;     5.  Walker  v.  Tillis,  188  Ala.  313,  66 
Friedlander  v.  Ryder,  30  Neb.  783,  47  So.  54,  L.R.A.1915A  654;  Lindsay  v. 
N.  W,  83,  9  L.R.A.  700;  Ogden  v.  Curtis  Fab.  Co.,  236  Pa.  St.  229,  84 
Garrison,  82  Neb.  302,  U7  N.  W.  714,  Atl.  783,  42  L.R.A.{N.S.)  546. 
17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1135.  Note:  43  L.R-A.(N.S.)  553. 

20.  Coombs   v.   Jordan,  3  Bhud     6.  L.R.A.1915A  654. 
(Md.)  284,  22  Am.  Dec.  236.  7.  Note :.  64  L.R.A.  662. 

1.  Broaddus  t.  Smitii,  121  Ala.  335, 
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upon  the  property  during  the  term,  for  the  better  enjoyment  or  use 
of  it,  and  this  includes  his  right  to  remove  not  only  such  articles  as 
have  retained  their  character  as  personalty,  but  such  as  would  have 
been  classed  as  fixtures  if  attached  by  the  owner  of  the  freehold.  This 
right  of  a  tenant  to  remove  fixtures  extends  to  those  articles  which 
have  been  put  up  for  ornament,  or  for  his  own  comfort  and  con- 
venience, or  for  trade  purposes.*  Such  fixtures  may  be  removed 
when  they  can  be  taken  without  injury  to  the  premises,  but  not 
when  their  removal  would  leave  the  premises  in  a  worse  condition 
than  when  the  tenant  took  possession,*  and  some  courts  have  con- 
sidered that  there  is  no  right  of  removal  when  the  fixtures  them- 
selves would  be  injured,  or  by  detaching  them  from  the  freehold 
would  be  reduced  to  a  mass  of  materials.^"  A  tenant  has  no  right  to 
remove  fixtures  which  he  has  formerly  placed  on  the  land  while  he 
was  the  owner.^^  So  fixtures  substituted  by  a  lessee  for  parts  of  the 
leased  promisee  are  not  removable  by  the  lessee,  especially  where 
their  removal  will  mar  or  injure  the  premises  or  leave  thftin  in  an 
unfinished  condition,^*  though  it  has  been  held  that  if  the  substituted 
part  can  be  removed  without  material  injury  to  the  premises,  and  the 
premises  restored  to  their  original  condition,  the  lessee  has  the  right 
of  removal  provided  he  replaces  the  old  fixtures." 

16.  Time  of  Removal  by  Tenant. — As  a  rule  a  tenant  cannot 
remove  fixtures  after  the  expiration  of  his  term  or  after  surrender 
of  possession.**^  And  even  if  the  landlord  subsequently  detaches  the 

8.  Wall  V.  Hinds,  4  Gray  (Mass.)  18  L.R.A.(N.S.)  423. 

256,  64  Am.  Dec.  64.  Note:  18  L.R.A.(N.S.)  423, 

Note :  59  Am.  Dec.  658.  See  also,  infra,  par.  16  et  seq. 

9.  Western,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Georgia,  11.  Brigbam  v.  Overstreet,  128  Ga. 
(Ga.  Special  Judicial  Commission)  14  447,  57  fi.  E.  484,  11  Ann.  Gas.  75, 
L.R.A.  438;  Baker  v.  McClurg,  198  HI.  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  452. 

28,  64  N.  E.  701,  90  A.  S.  R.  261,  59  12.  Sqnire  v.  Portland,  106  Me.  234, 
L.R.A.  131;  Stoekwell  v.  Marks,  17  76  Pac.  679,  20  Ann.  Gas.  603  and 
Me.  455,  35  Am.  Dec.  266;  Sqoire  v.  note,  30  L.R.A.(N.S.)  576. 
Portland,  106  Me.  234,  76  Atl.  679,  20  13.  Note:  20  Ann.  Gas.  606. 
Ann.  Gas.  603,  30  L.R.A.(N.S.)  576;  14.  Morey  v.  Hoyt,  62  Gonn.  542,  26 
Wall  T.  Hinds,  4  Gray  (Mass.)  256,  AU.  127,  19  L.R.A.  611;  Stoekwell  v. 
64  Am.  Dee.  64  and  note;  Friedlander  Marks,  17  Me.  455,  35  Am.  Dec.  266; 
V.  Ryder,  30  Neb.  783,  47  N.  W.  83,  9  Carlin  v.  Hitter,  68  Md.  478,  13  Atl. 
L.R.A.  700;  Conron  v.  Glass,  192  N.  370,  16  AU.  301,  6  A.  S.  R.  467;  Gaf- 
Y.  295,  84  N.  E.  1105,  127  A.  S.  R.  field  v.  Hapgood,  17  Pick.  (Mass.)  192, 
903  and  note,  18  LJl,A.(N.S.)  423  ;  28  Am.  Dec.  290;  Radey  v.  McCurdy, 
Seegerv.Pettit,77Pa.St.437,18Am.  209  Pa.  St.  306,  58  AU.  558,  103  A. 
Rep.  452.  S.  R.  1009,  67  L.R.A.  359:  Phelps  v. 

Notes:  11  Am.  Dec.  241;  6  A.  S.  Ayera,  142  Wis.  442,  126  N.  W.  919, 
E.  477;  103  A.  S.  E.  1014;  5  L.R.A.  20  Ann.  Caa.  788. 
150;  10  LJIA.  722  :  3  l4JtJL.(N.S.)     Notes:  38  Am.  Dec.  375;  85  Am. 
69.  Dec.  746;  103  A.  S.  R.  1014;  5  LJI.A. 

10.  Matter  of  New  York,  192  N.  Y.  150;  9  L.R.A.  700. 

205,  84  N.  E.  1105,  127  A.  S.  E.  903,     15.  Bosh  v.  Havird,  12  Idaho  352, 
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fixture,  the  severance  does  not  revest  the  tenant's  riglit  to  remove  it 
which  he  had  during  the  term."  It  has  been  thought  tlmt  -the  right 
of  property  remains  in  the  tenant  after  possession  lins  been  sur- 
rendered to  the  landlord,  although  he  may  have  no  legal  means  of 
enforcing  it,  and  that  if  he  can  get  possession  of  the  fixtures  he  is 
entitled  to  retain  them.  The  prevailing  doctrine,  however,  seems  to 
be  that  the  right  of  the  landlord  becomes  absolute  if  the  premises  be 
surrendered  without  the  fixture  being  removed.*'  A  third  person 
clfuming  under  a  tenant,  such  as  a  judgment  creditor,  a  purchaser  of 
the  tenant's  interest  at  an  execution  sale,  a  mortgagee,  an  attachment 
creditor,  or  the  tenant's  personal  representative,  has  the  same  right 
of  removal  as  the  tenant  himself,  but  it  must  be  exercised  within  the 
time  the  tenant  would  have  had  to  exercise  it.'^  A  tenant  at  will 
may  remove  his  fixtures  within  a  reasonable  time  after  his  tenancy 
is  determined.**  And  there  may  be  circumstances  under  which  a 
term  tenant  will  be  allowed  a  reasonable  time  after  the  expiration  of 
his  term  or  after  surrendering  possession  to  remove  fixtures,  as  where 
the  landlord  enjoins  him  from  removing  them  and  the  injunction  is 
subsequently  dismissed,*®  or  when  the  landlord  agrees  to  sell  the 
fixture  for  the  tenant's  benefit  but  fails  to  do  so.*  The  same  rule 
has  been  declared  to  obtain  where  the  tenant  is  ousted  for  nonpayment 
of  rent,'  and  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt  of  the  soundness  of  this 
position  where  the  lease  specifically  reserves  to  the  tenant  the  right 
of  removal;'  but  it  has  been  held  not  to  apply  in  the  absence  of 
some  such  agreement.*  What  is  a  reasonable  time  for  the  removal 
is  determinable  from  all  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  the  case.* 

17.  New  Lease  as  Affecting  Right  to  Remove  Fixtures. — In  many 
jurisdictions  it  is  the  rule  that  where,  at  the  expiration  of  a  lease  dur- 


86  Pae.  629, 10  Ann.  Gas.  107;  Carlin  Am.  Dee.  542. 

T.  Ritter,  68  Md.  478,  13  Atl.  370,  16  19.  Morey  v.  Hoyt,  63  Conn.  542, 
Atl.  301,  6  A.  S.  A.  467;  Friedlander  26  Atl.  127,  10  LJa.A.  611;  Doty  v. 
V.  Ryder,  30  Neb.  783,  47  N.  W.  83,  9  Oorham,  5  Pick.  (Mass.)  487,  16  Am. 
L.R.A.  700;  Phelps  v.  Ayers,  142  Wis.  Dee.  417. 

442,  125  N.  W.  019,  20  Ann.  Cas.  788.     20.  Goodman  v.  Hannibal,  etc,  R. 
Note:  103  A.  S.  R.  1014.  Co..  45  Mo.  33, 100  Am.  Dee.  336. 

16.  Stokoe  V.  Upton,  40  Mich.  681,     ^ote:  6  A.  S.  R.  477. 

29  Am.  Rep.  660.  1.  Torrey  v.  Barnett,  38  N,  J.  L. 

17.  Cariin  v.  Ritter,  68  Md.  478, 13  457,  20  Am.  Rep.  421. 

Atl.  370, 16  Atl.  301, 6  A.  S.  R.  467.         2.  Bei^h   v.  Herring-Hall-Marrin 
Note:  11  Am.  Dee.  241.  Safe  Co.,  136  Fed.  368,  69  C.  C.  A. 

18.  Morey  v.  Hoyt,  62  Conn.  642, 26  212, 70  URA.  756. 

Atl.  127,  19  Lit  A.  611 ;  Bosh  v.     3.  Oartland  t.  Hickman,  56  W.  Va. 
Havird,  12  Idaho  352,  86  Pae.  529, 10  75,  49  S.  £.  14,  67  L.RJL.  694. 
Ann.  Cas.  107  and  note ;  Doty  t.     4.  Morey  v.  Hoyt,  62  Conn.  542,  26 
Oorham,  5  Pick  (Mass.)  487,  16  Am.  Atl.  127, 19  L.R.A.  611. 
Dee.  417;  Friedlander  t.  Ryder,  30     6.  Oartland  v.  Hickman,  56  W.  Va. 
Neb.  783,  47  N.  W.  83,  9  L.RA.  700  ;  76,  49  S.  B.  14,  67  L.R.A  694. 
In  Re  Hinds,  6  Wfaart  (Pa.)  138,  34 
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ing  which  trade  fixtures  have  been  erected  on  the  premises  by  the 
tenant,  a  new  lease  is  taken  of  the  same  premises  containing  no 
leservation  of  any  right  or  claim  of  the  tenant  to  the  fixtures  still 
remaining  on  the  premises,  such  fixtures  cannot  be  removed  by  the 
tenant  during  or  at  the  end  of  the  new  lease,  notwithstanding  his 
actual  possession  of  the  premises  has  been  continuous.*  But  there  is- 
a  strong  line  of  authority  to  the  contrary.'  And  some  of  the  courts 
following  the  rule  that  the  right  to  remove  is  lost  seem  disposed  to 
consider  favorably  to  the  tenant  the  effect  of  stipulations  in  the  new 
lease  which  may  be  held  to  continue  to  him  the  right  to  remove  fixtures 
during  the  term  of  such  lease,  and  to  give  effect  to  the  intention 
of  the  parties  if  it  can  be  gathered  from  the  circumstances  of  the 
case.^  Some  of  these  courts  also  recognize  the  distinction  that  where 
the  second  lease  is  to  be  regarded,  not  as  a  new  lease,  but  as  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  first  and  upon  the  same  terms,  the  right  of  removal 
is  not  lost.*  And  so  the  surrender  by  a  partnership  of  a  lease  before 
the  expiration  of  the  term,  and  the  acceptance  of  a  re-execution  by 
one  of  the  partners  for  the  balance  of  the  term  upon  the  same  con- 
ditions as  the  original  lease,  are  held  not  to  destroy  title  to  ti'adc 
fixtures,  although  they  are  not  reserved  in  the  new  lease. >^ 

18.  Mortgagor  and  Mortgagee. — ^It  may  be  stated  as  a  general  rule 
that  where  their  annexation  to  land  is  made  under  such  circum- 
stances as  to  stamp  chattels  with  the  attributes  of  fixtures,  it  makes  no 
difference  that  such  annexation  is  made  subsequently  to  the  execution 
of  a  mortgage;  as  between  the  mortgagor  and  mortgagee  they  become 
subject  to  the  lien  of  the  mortgage,^^  unless  the  mortgagor  and  mort- 


6.  Sanitary  Dist.  of  Chicago  V.  Cook,  N.  W.  445,  52  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1176; 
169  111.  184,  48  N.  E.  461,  61  A.  S.  R.  Ogden  v.  Garrison,  82  Neb.  302,  117 
161  and  note,  39  UR.A.  369;  Baker  N.  W.  714,  17  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1135  ami 
V.  McClurg,  198  III.  28,  64  N.  E.  701,  note;  Radey  v.  McCurdy,  209  Pa.  .it. 
92  A.  S.  R.  261,  59  L.R.A.  131;  Hed-  306,  58  Atl.  558,  103  A.  S.  R.  1009 
derich  V.  Smith,  103  Ind.  203,  2  N.  E.  and  note,  67  L.R.A.  359. 

315,  53  Am.  Rep.  509;  Carlin  v.  Ritter,  Notes:  135  A.  S.  R.  417;  1  L.R.A. 

68  Md.  478,  13  Atl.  370,  16  Atl.  301,  6  (N.S.)  1198;  3  Ann.  Cas.  331. 

A.  S.  R.  467  and  note;  Watriss  v.  8.  Notes:  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1200;  3 

Cambridge  First  Nat.  Bank,  124  Mass.  Ann.  Cas.  331. 

571,  26  Am.  Rep.  694;  Loughran  v.  9.  Wadman  v.  Burke,  147  Cal.  351, 

Boss,  45  N.  Y.  792,  6  Am.  Rep.  173.  81  Pac.  1012,  3  Ann.  Cas.  330  and 

Notes:  135  A.  S.  R.  417;  9  L.ILA.  note,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1192  and  note: 

700;  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  U92:  17  L.R.A.  Miller  v.  Johnson,  43  Utah  468,  134 

(N.S.)  1135.  Pac.  1017,  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  294. 

7.  Bergh  v.  Herring-Hall  Marvin  Notes:  5  L.R.A.  150;  9  L.R.A.  700; 
Safe  Co.,  136  Fed.  368,  69  C.  C.  A.  212,  20  Ann.  Cas.  769. 

70  URJl.  756;  Thomas  v.  Qayle,  134  10.  Baker  v.  McClurg,  108  Til.  28. 

Ky.  330,  120  S.  W.  290,  135  A.  S.  R.  64  N.  E.  701,  92  A.  S.  R.  261,  59 

412,  20  Ann.  Cas.  766,  28  L.R.A.  L.R.A.  131. 

(N.S.)  767  and  note;  Kerr  v.  Kings-  11.  Daniels  v.  Bowe,  25  In.  403,  9r> 

btiry,  39  Mich.  150,  33  Am.  Rep.  362;  Am.  Dec.  797;  Dudley  v.  Hurst,  67 

Saasen  t.  Haegle,  125  Mina  441,  147  Md.  44,  8  AU.  901,  1  A.  S.  R.  368; 
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gagee  agree  that,  although  affixed  to  the  realty,  they  may  retain  their 
chattel  nature.'^  The  lien  of  the  mortgage  is  not  affected  by  the 
fact  that  the  fixture  may  be  removed  without  injury  to  itself  or  to 
the  freehold,"  and  annexations  affixed  by  the  owner,  before  mortgage, 
of  such  a  character  as  are  apparently  calculated  to  be  for  the  per- 
tnanent  use  and  enjoyment  of  the  realty,  are  presumed  to  be  intended 
to  form  a  part  of  the  realty,  and  pass  with  it  by  a  mortgage,^^  even 
though  they  are  not  mentioned  in  a  clause  expressly  including  cer* 
tain  other  fixtures  within  the  security  of  the  mortgage.**  These 
loiles  apply  also  as  between  the  mortgagee  and  the  mortgagor's 
receiver.**  And  where  a  lessee  has  attached  fixtures  and  afterwards 
buys  the  premises  subject  to  a  mortgage  of  the  realty,  the  fixtures 
come  under  the  lien  of  the  mortgage.*'  But  property  which  is 
openly  impressed  with  the  character  of  posonalty  or  which  has  not 
assumed  the  character  of  a  fixture  is  not  covered  by  a  prior  mortgage 
on  the  realty  on  which  it  is  located.*®  Nor  is  it  deemed  to  be  cover©! 
by  a  mortgage  subsequently  placed  on  tiie  premises.*'  A  mortgagee 
in  possession  cannot,  of  course,  embarrass  the  right  to  redeem  by 
making  permanent  improvements,'*  but  he  may  sever  buildings  or 
other  fixtures  erected  or  attached  by  him  on  tiie  mortgaged  land, 
the  materials  of  which  were  his  own  and  not  so  connected  with  the 
soil  that  they  cannot  be  removed  without  prejudice  to  it.*  When 
fixtures  have  been  severed  and  removed  from  the  mortgaged  land, 
and  have  been  sold  to  a  bona  fide  purchaser  or  have  become  part  of 

Winslow  T.  Merchants*  Ins,  Co.,  4  16.  Lavenson  v.  Standard  Soap  Co^ 
Mete.  (Mass.)  306,  38  Am,  Dec.  368  80  Cal.  245,  22  Pao.  184,  13  A.  S.  R. 
and  note;  Butler  v.  Page,  7  Mete.  147. 

(Ma38.)  40,  39  Am.  Dec.  757  and     16.  Feder  v.  Van  Winckle,  53  N.  J. 
note;  Muehling  v.  Muehling,  181  Pa.  Eq.  370,  33  Atl.  399,  51  A.  S.  R.  628. 
St.  483,  37  Atl.  527,  59  A.  S.  R.  674.     17.  Jones  v.  Detroit  Chair  Co.,  38 

Notes:  92  Am.  Dee.  743  ;  23  A.  S.  R.  Mich.  92,  31  Am.  Rep.  314. 
820;  61  A.  S.  R.  435;  1  L.R.A.  350;      18.  Kelly  v.  Austin,  46  111.  156,  92 
13  Ann.  Ca3.  671;  18  Ann.  Cas.  940.    Am.  Dee.  243. 

12.  Binkley  v.  Forkner,  117  Ind.  19.  Kelly  v.  Austin,  46  111.  156,  92 
176,  19  N.  E.  753,  3  L.R.A.  33.  Am.  Dec.  243;  Horn  v.  Indianapolis 

Note:  13  Ann.  Cas.  671.  Nat.  Bank,  125  Ind.  381,  25  N.  E.  558, 

See  snpra,  par.  9,  as  to  eflfect  of  21  A.  S.  R.  231,  9  L.R.A.  676;  Teaff 
agreement  as  against  third  persons.       v.  Hewitt,  1  Ohio  St.  511,  59  Am.  Dec. 

13.  Hopewell  Mills  v.  Taunton  Sav.  634. 

Bank,  150  Mass.  519,  23  N.  E.  327, 15     20.  Horn  v.  Indianapolis  Nat  Baok» 
A.  S.  R.  235,  6  L.R.A.  249;  Knicker-  125  Ind.  381,  25  N.  E.  558,  21  A.  S.  E. 
bocker  Trust  Co.  v.  Penn  Cordage  Co.,  231,  9  L.R.A.  676. 
66  N.  J.  Eq.  305,  58  Atl.  409,  105  A.     1.  Taylor  v.  Townsend,  8  Mass.  411, 
S.  R.  640.  6  Am.  Dee.  107;  Cooke  v.  Cooper,  18 

Notes:  31  A.  S.  R.  623;  52  A.  S.  R.  Ore.  142,  22  Pac  946, 17  A.  8.  R.  709, 
585;  4  L.R.A.  674;  10  L.RJi..  722.  7  L.R.A.  273. 

14.  Young  V.  Hatch,  99  Me.  466,  69     Note:  85  Am.  Dee.  336. 
Atl.  950,  2  Ann.  Caa.  374. 

1074 


Qjgitized  by  Google 


U  R.  C.  L. 


FIXTURES 


another  freehold,  they  are  freed  from  the  mortgage  lien;'  and  so, 
when  the  mortgagor  moved  a  house  from  the  mort^iged  premises  to 
another  lot,  which  latter  he  sold  to  a  bona  fide  purchaser,  the  build- 
ing cannot  be  returned  to  the  mortgaged  premises,  the  mortgagee's 
remedy  being  an  action  at  law  for  the  removal  of  the  building.*  But 
it  was  held  that  where  the  owner  of  a  house  on  mortgaged  premises 
moved  it  to  an  adjoining  lot  belonging  to  his  wife,  without  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  mortgagee,  but  with  her  knowledge,  the  lien  continued 
on  the  house  though  it  did  not  attach  to  the  lot  to  which  the  house 
had  been  removed.* 


IV,  Application  of  Frxnciplis  to  Particular  Matters 

19.  Miscellaneous  Instances  Generally. — In  considering  the  appli- 
cation of  the  principles  to  particular  cases,  the  difference  between  ^e 
relation  of  landlord  and  tenant  and  that  of  other  classes  of  persons 
discussed  in  the  preceding  chapter  should  be  remembered.  When 
attached  by  the  owner  of  the  property,  the  following  have  been  held 
to  become  part  of  the  realty,  namely,  the  scenery,  drop  curtains, 
attached  opera  chairs,  bill  board,  and  money  drawer  of  a  theater;  * 
showcases,  shelving,  and  other  store  fixtures;*  an  office  desk;^  an 
electrical  switchboard  or  annunciator  attached  to  the  wall ;  ®  a  hotel 
fflign  intended  to  be  permanent;  *  ice  in  a  hotel  ice  house;  ^®  a  cider 
mill  affixed  to  the  freehold;  and  fruit  trees  and  ornamental  shrub- 
bery.i*  So  also  a  fence  permanently  affixed  to  land  constitutes  a 
part  of  the  realty,"  and  this  though  it  was  built  by  mistake  by  an 

2.  Buckout  V.  Swift,  27  Cal.  433,  87  63  N.  W.  257,  52  A.  S.  R.  582. 

Am.  Dec.  90  and  note.  8.  Capehart  t.  Foster,  61  Minn.  132, 

Notes:  92  Am.  Dec.  245  ;  7  L.aA.  63  N.  W.  257,  52  A  S.  R.  682;  FiUey 

279.  V.  Christopher,  39  Wash.  22,  80  Pac. 

3.  Yemer  v.  Gets,  46  N.  J.  Eq.  256,  834, 109  A.  S.  R.  853. 

19  Atl.  206, 19  A.  8.  R.  387,  7  L.R.A.     Note:  3  LJtA.(N.S.)  69. 

630.  9.  Redlon  v.  Barker,  4  Kan.  445, 96 

4.  Hamlin  t.  Parsons,  12  Minn.  108,  Am.  Dec  180. 

90  Am.  Dee.  284.  10.  Hill  v.  Mnndy,  89  Ky.  86,  11 

Note:  7  L.RA.  279.  S.  W.  956, 4  L.B.A.  674. 

6.  Murray  v.  Bender,  125  Fed.  705,     Notes:  6  IiJC.A  249:  10  Ii.R.A. 

.60  C.  C.  A  473,  63  L.RA.  783;  FiUey  722. 

V.  Christopher,  39  Wash.  22,  80  Pac.  11.  Wadleigfa  v.  Janvrin,  41  N.  H. 
834, 109  A.  S.  R.  853.  603,  77  Am.  Dee.  780. 

6.  Brigham  t.  Overstreet,  128  Oa.  12.  Smith  t.  Price,  39  HI.  28, 89  Am. 
447,  57  S.  E.  484, 11  Ann.  Cas.  75, 10  Dee.  284;  Adams  t.  Beadle,  47  la.  439, 
LJt.A.(N.S.)  452:  Owings  v.  Estes,  29  Am.  Rep.  487. 

256  lU.  553,  100  N.  E.  205,  43  LM.A.  13.  Bagley  v.  Colombns  Southern  R. 
(N.S.)  675  and  note;  Woodham  v.  Co.,  98  Oa.  626,  26  S.  E.  638,  68  A.  S. 
Grookston  First  Nat.  Bank,  48  Minn.  B.  326,  34  L.R.A.  286;  Climer  v.  Wal- 
67, 50  N.  W.  1015,  31  A.  8.  R.  622.  lace,  28  Mo.  65^  76  Am.  Dee.  135; 
Note:  52  A.  8.  R.  685.  Wentz  v.  Fincher,  84  N.  C.  297,  66 

7.  Capehart  v.  Foster,  61  Minn.  182,  Am.  Deo.  416. 
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adjoining  proprietor,**  or  has  been  accidentally  or  temporarily  de- 
tached.^* And  a  fence  built  by  one  upon  the  land  of  another,  under 
a  parol  agreement  that  the  builder  may  remove  it  at  will,  passes  with 
a  grant  of  the  land  to  a  purchaser  in  gdod  faith  without  notice  o( 
the  agreement.^'  But  it  was -held  that  the  rails  of  a  fence  built  on 
another's  land  in  ignorance  of  the  true  boundary  were  not  fixturea 
where  the  parties  did  not  intend  that  they  should  remain  in  place 
permanently.^^  A  platform  and  wagon  scales  fastened  to  the  reaity 
are  fixtiures.**  So  also  gas  pipes  laid  by  a  corporation  in  a  street  by 
authority  of  its  charter,  and  not  removable  without  digging  up  the 
earth,  are  fixtures  and  taxable  as  realty."  A  church  organ  is  a 
fixture  when  it  is  located  in  a  part  of  the  building  constructed 
especially  for  it  and  constitutes  a  part  of  tlie  architectural  design,*** 
and  a  church  bell  does  not  cease  to  be  a  fixture  though  temporarily 
removed  with  the  intention  of  placing  it  permanently  in  the  tower 
of  a  new  church  in  process  of  erection.^  It  has  been  held  that  a 
detached  ice  box  used  in  a  hotel  is  not  a  fixture,  though  it  cannot  bo 
moved  without  being  taken  to  pieces;  *  and  under  a  statute  declaring 
that  a  sale  of  merchandise  in  bulk  is  prima  facie  evidence  of  fraud, 
which  includes  fixtures  as  well  as  stocks  of  merchandise,  it  has 
been  held  that  horses,  vehicles,  utensils,  and  office  furniture  are  not 
fixtures.* 

20.  Miscellaneous  Instances  as  to  Tenant's  Rights. — It  has  been 
held  that  the  following  articles,  attached  by  a  tenant,  remain  per- 
sonal property,  namely,  showcases,  shelving  and  other  store  fixtures;  * 
water  tank  and  sinks,  and  gas  and  water  pipes  in  a  hotel ;  *  gas  and 
electric  light  fixtures;  *  a  business  sign; '  a  bowling  alley;  ^  and  the 

14.  Seymour  t.  Watson,  5  Blackf.      Note:  14  Am.  Dec.  303. 

(Ind.)  555,  36  Am.  Dec.  556.  1.  Congregational  Sec.  of  Dubuque 

15.  Notes:  17  Am.  Dee.  690  ;  75  Am.  v.  Fleming,  11  la.  533,  79  Am.  Dec. 
Dec  137.  511. 

16.  Rowand  v.  Anderson,  33  Kan.  2.  Park  v.  Baker,  7  Allen  (Mass.) 
264,  6  Pac.  255,  52  Am.  Rep.  529.        78,  83  Am.  Dee.  668. 

17.  Note:  10  L.R.A.  722.  3.  Bowen  v.  Quigley,  165  Mich.  337, 

18.  Arnold  v.  Crowder,  81  111.  56,  25  130  N.  W.  690,  34  L.Rj\..(N.S.)  218 
Am.  Rep.  260;  McQorrisk  v.  Dwyer,  and  note. 

78  la.  279,  43  N.  W.  215,  16  A.  S.  R.      4.  Bush  v.  Havird,  12  Idaho  352,  86 

440,  5  L.R.A.  594;  Thomson  v.  Smith,  Pac.  529,  10  Ann.  Caa.  107. 

Ill  la.  718,  83  N.  W.  789,  82  A.  S.  R.      Notes:  83  Am.  Dec.  669;  37  Am. 

541  end  note,  50  L.R.A.  780;  Bliss  v.  Rep.  474;  43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  675. 

Whitney,  9  Allen  (Mass.)  114,  85  Am.     6.  Wall  v.  Hinds,  4  Gray  (Mass.) 

Dec.  745  and  note;  Dudley  v.  Foote,  256,  64  Am.  Dec.  64. 

63  N.  H.  57,  56  Am.  Rep.  489.  6.  Raymond  v.  Strickland,  124  Ga. 

Notes:  82  A.  S.  R.  545  ;  96  A.  S.  R.  504,  52  S.  E.  619,  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  69. 
322;  6  L.R.A.  249;  10  L.R.A.  722.  Notes:  67  Am.  Dec.  575;  3  L.R.A, 

19.  Providence  Gas  Co.  v.  Thurber,  (N.S.)  69. 

2  R.  1. 15,  55  Am.  Dee.  621.  7.  Woodward  v.  lazar,  21  Cal.  448, 

Note:  98  Am.  Dec.  454.  82  Am.  Dec.  751. 

20.  Rogers  v.  Crow,  40  Mo.  91,  93     Note:  37  Am.  Rep.  472. 
Am.  Deo.  299.  8.  Note:  85  Am.  Dee.  746. 
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attractions  and  devices  in  an  amusement  park.*  Machinery  generally, 
tiiough  so  afHxed  that  it  would  be  considered  part  of  the  realty  as 
between  vendor  and  vendee,  when  installed  by  a  tenant  remains  his 
property  if  it  can  be  removed  without  material  injury  to  the  free- 
hold.^** A  baker's  oven,  which  can  be  removed  only  by  taking  out 
the  bricks  and  iron  piece  by  piece,  has  been  held  to  be  a  permanent 
part  of  the  structure,*'  though  more  recently,  and  under  the  influence 
of  the  tendency  to  give  more  weight  to  the  intention  With  which  the 
object  was  put  in  place,  it  has  been  held  that  such  an  oven  remains 
the  property  of  the  tenant,  it  being  also  considered  that  identity  is 
not  necessarily  lost  by  demolition.**  It  has  been  held  that  the  follow- 
ing do  not  remain  the  property  of  the  tenant  but  become  part  of  the 
realty,  namely,  a  front  of  plate  glass;**  a  cold  storage  refrigerator 
which  was  so  annexed  th%t  it  could  not  be  removed  without  material 
injury  to  the  realty ;  **  electric  wiring.** 

21.  Dwelling  House  Fixtures. — As  illustrating  the  conflict  of 
authority,  not  only  in  the  application  of  general  principles  to  par- 
ticular cases  but  in  the  principles  themselves  which  are  considered 
applicable  to  the  same  class  of  property,  it  has  been  said  that  actual 
and  permanent  annexation  to  the  freehold  is  necessary  to  give  a  par- 
ticular article  the  character  of  a  fixture  in  dwelling  houses,  but  in 
the  case  of  machinery  employed  in  the  business  of  manufacturing 
no  actual  physical  attachment  to  the  realty  is  essential.**  On  the 
other  hand  the  view  has  been  tak.en  that  the  same  rule  applies  to 
articles  attached  to  a  dwelling  house  as  to  machines  in  a  factory.*' 
Dog  grates  substituted  for  fixed  grates  but  not  physically  attached,*^ 

9.  Walker  t.  Tillis,  188  Ala.  3X3,  66  578,  22  N.  E.  46,  14  A.  S.  R.  460,  5 


10.  Bergh  v.   Herring-Hall -Marvin  Notes:  92  A.  S.  B.  270;  6  L.R.A. 

Safe  Co.,  136  Fed.  368,  69  C.  C.  A.  249 ;  10  L.R. A.  722. 

212,  70  L.R.A.  756;  Holbrook  v.  Cbam-  12.  Baker  v.  McClaig,  198  IH.  28, 

berlin,  116  Mass.  155,  17  Am.  Rep.  64  N.  E.  701,  92  A  S.  B.  261,  69 

146;  Jones  v.  Detroit  Chair  Co.,  38  L.R.A.  131. 

Mich.  92,  31  Am.  Rep.  314;  Conrad  v.  13.  Alden  v.  Mayfleld,  163  CaJ.  793, 

Saginaw  Min.  Co.,  54  Mich.  249,  20  127  Pae.  44,  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  258,  41 


So.  54,  L.R.A.1915A  654. 


L.R.A.  150. 


N.  W.  39,  52  Am.  Rep.  817;  Lacey  v. 
Giboney,  36  Mo.  320,  88  Am.  Dec.  145; 
Globe  Marble  Mills  Co.  v.  Quinn,  76 
N.  Y.  23,  32  Am.  Rep.  259;  Sherrick 
T.  Cotter,  28  Wash.  25, 68  Pao.  172, 92 
A.  S.  R.  821. 


L..RA.(N.S.)  1022  and  note. 


14.  John  P.  Squire  ft  Co.  t.  Port- 
land, 106  Me.  234,  76  Atl.  679,  20  Ann. 
Caa.  603,  30  L.R.A.(N.S.)  576. 


15.  Note:  3  L.R.A.(N.S.)  69. 


Notes:  39  A.  S.  B.  172;  5  L.BA. 
ISO;  9  LJRJl.  700;  10  L.B.A.  722  ;  3 
LJlJl.(N.S)  69;  2  Ann  Cas.  738. 


16.  Voorhis  v.  Freeman,  2  Watts  & 
S.  (Pa.)  116,  37  Am,  Dec.  490. 


As  to  machinery,  considered  in  cases 
of  other  relations  than  landlord  and 
tenant,  see  infra,  par.  28  et  seq. 


17.  Hook  V.  Bolton,  199  Mass.  244. 
85  N.  E.  175,  127  A.  S.  R.  487,  17 
L.R.A.  (N.S.)  699. 


11.  Collamore  t.  Oillia,  149  Mass. 


18.  Monti  V.  Barnes,  [1901]  1  K. 
B.  205,  70  L.  J.  Q.  B.  225,  47  W.  R. 
147,  83  L.  T.  N.  S.  619,  17  Times  I* 
Rep.  88,  1  British  Bui.  Cas.  960. 
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water  pipes,**  and  a  heavy  stone  sink  have  been  held  to  be  part  of 
the  realty ;  while  wood  finishing  attached  by  screws,*  and  a  copper 
boiler  built  into  a  furnace  but  capable  of  removal  without  injury  to 
the  building,  have  been  held  not  to  be  fixtures.*  Again,  it  has  been 
declared  that  stock  mantels,  a  hot  water  heater  attached  only  by 
its  plumbing,  and  a  bath  tub  attached  to  any  heating  system,  can- 
not be  held  as  a  matter  of  law  to  be  fixtures,  but  that  it  is  a  question 
of  fact  for  the  Jury  whether  they  are  removable.'  Ordinary  mir- 
rors are  usually  deemed  to  be  personalty,  though  attached  to  the 
walls;*  but  thoy  may  be  attached  to  the  realty  in  such  manner  as 
to  be  considered  a  part  thereof,  as  where  their  removal  would  leave 
the  wall  in  a  rough  and  unfinished  state.*  Hot  air  and  hot  water 
heating  apparatus,  with  radiators  and  pipes,  have  been  held  to  be 
fixtures,*  but  a  cooking  range  is  not  usually  ao  regarded,^  though 
the  contrary  has  been  held  of  a  hotel  range.*  Heating  apparatus 
has  been  held  not  to  constitute  a  fixture  where  it  is  detachable  in 
character  *  and  so  also  a  gas  stove.  The  authorities  are  conflicting  as 
to  whether  gas  and  electric  light  fixtures  retain  their  quality  of  per- 
sonal property  when  put  into  place  in  buildings.  Some  of  the  author- 
ities consider  that  such  attachments  are  fixtures,**  but  the  greater 
number  of  authorities  seem  to  hold  that  they  should  not  so  be  con- 

19.  Note:  14  Am.  Dee.  303.  R.  4U;  10  Lit  A.  722;  1  British  Bui. 

20.  Note:  83  Am.  Dec  669.  Cas.  972. 

1.  Oerman  Savings,  etc.,  Soe.  v.     7.  Jennings  v.  Vabey,  183  Mass.  47, 
Weber,  16  Wash. '95,  47  Pac.  224,  38  66  N.  E.  598,  97  A.  S-  R.  409. 
LJI.A  267.  Note:  10  L.R.A  722. 

2.  Hunt  V.  MuUanpfay,  1  Uo.  508,  8.  Fzatt  v.  Whittier,  58  Cal.  126,  41 
14  Am.  Dee.  300.  Am.  Rep.  251. 

Note:  72  A  S.  R.  142.  9.  Towne  v.  Piske,  127  Mass.  125, 

8.  Philadelphia  Mortgage,  etc.,  Co.  34  Am.  Rep.  353;  Schellenbei^  v.  De- 
V.  Miller,  20  Wash.  607,  56  Pac.  382,72  troit  Heating,  etc.,  Co.,  130  Mich.  439, 
A.  8.  R,  138,  44  L.R.A.  559.  "  90  N.  W.  47,  97  A.  S.  R.  489,  57 

Note:  79  A.  S.  R.  939.  L.R.A.  632;  Philadelphia  Mortgage, 

4.  Cranston  v.  Beck,  70  N.  J.  L.  145,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Miller,  20  Wash.  607,  56 
56  Ail.  121, 1  Ann.  Cas.  686  and  note;  Pac.  382,  72  A.  S.  R.  138,  44  Lil.A. 
McKeage  v.  Hanover  Fire  Ins,  Co.,  81  659. 

N.  T.  38,  37  Am.  Rep.  471.  Notes:  42  Am.  Rep.  448;  97  A.  S.  R. 

5.  Maekie  v.  Smith,  5  La.  Ann.  717,  411. 

52  Am.  Dec.  615;  Ward  v.  Kilpatrick,  10.  Hook  v.  Bolton,  199  Mass.  244, 
85  N.  Y.  413,  39  Am.  Rep.  674.         85  N.  E.  176,  127  A.  S.  R.  487,  17 

Notes:  64  Am.  Dec.  76;  37  Am.  Rep.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  699  and  note. 
472;  10  L.R.A.  722;  1  Ann.  Cas.  687.     11.  Pratt  v.  Whittier,  58  Cal.  126, 

6.  Stockwell  V.  Campbell,  39  Conn.  41  Am.  Rep.  251;  Johnson  v.  Wise- 
362, 12  Am.  Rep.  393;  Young  v.  Hatch,  man,  4  Mete.  (Ky.)  357,  83  Am.  Dec. 
99  Me.  465,  59  Atl.  950,  2  Ann.  Cas.  475;  Canning  v.  Owen,  22  R.  1.  624, 
374;  Copehart  v.  Foster,  61  Minn.  132,  48  AU.  1033,  84  A.  S.  R.  858. 

63  N.  W.  257,  52  A.  S.  R.  582;  Filley  Notes:  17  Am.  Dec.  691;  34  Am. 
V.  Christopher,  39  Wash.  22,  80  Pac.  Rep.  354  ;  52  A  8.  R.  585  :  87  A  S. 
834,  109  A.  S.  R.  853.  R.  268. 

Notes:  42  Am.  Rep.  447  ;  97  A.  S 
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Biderod.**  In  a  few  of  the  cases,  the  understanding  between  the 
parties  to  the  transaction^  as  in  the  case  of  the  vendor  of  fittings 
attached,  or  of  a  sale  of  the  premises  containing  such  fittings,  that 
the  fittings  should  become  or  pass  as  part  of  the  realty,  has  been 
considered  as  controlling  in  the  particular  case.^*  Boors  and  windows 
are  generally  considered  a  part  of  the  realty,**  and  so  also  storm 
windows  and  doors  though  removed  and  stored  in  the  spring,''  as 
well  as  window  screens  and  screen  doors  when  they  have  been 
specially  made  for  and  fitted  to  the  house,  though  it  has  been  held 
that  sashes,  finished  and  intended  for  use  in  the  construction  of 
double  windows,  but  never  actually  attached,  have  not  become  fix- 
tures.^'  Much  of  this  apparent  conflict  of  authority,  however,  with 
respect  to  heating  apparatus,  doors  and  windows,  and  gas  and  dectric 
fixtures  may  be  understood  as  resting  on  the  different  facts  presented 
in  the  various  cases,  especially  with  respect  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  annexation  and  the  intention  of  the  parties,  and  these  considera* 
tions  really  require  such  a  case  to  be  submitted  to  a  jury  under  proper 
instructions.^* 

22.  Railroad  Property. — It  is,  of  course,  not  within  the  proper 
scope  of  this  article  to  discuss  fully  the  question  whether  railroad 
properQr,  and  what  part  of  it,  is  realty  or  personal  property.**  It 
may,  however,  be  pointed  out  here  that  while  it  has  been  held  that 
personal  property  of  a  railroad  company  which  is  necessary  to  carry 
on  its  operations  is  deemed  to  be  inseparably  attached  to  the  realty,'* 
and  that  the  foundations  of  an  elevated  railroad,  standing  alone,  are 
clearly  within  the  common  law  rule  as  to  fixtures,*  it  has  also  been  held 

12.  Towne  t.  Fiske,  127  Mass.  125,  16.  Roderick  v.  Sanborn,  106  Me. 
34  Am.  Rep.  353;  Capehart  v.  Foster,  159,  76  AU.  283,  20  Ann.  Cas.  469  and 
61  Minn.  132,  63  N.  W.  257,  52  A.  note.  30  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1189. 

S.  R.  582  and  note;  Rogera  v.  Crow,  16.  Fratt  v.  Whittier,  58  Cal.  126,  41 

40  Mo.  91,  93  Am.  Dec.  299 ;  McKeage  Am.  Rep.  251.   But  see  Hall  v.  Law 

V.  Hanover  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  81  N.  Y.  38,  Guarantee,  etc.,  Soc,  22  Wash.  305, 

37  Am.  Rep.  471;  Vaughen  v.  Halde-  60  Pac.  643,  79A.  S.  R.  935. 

man,  33  Pa.  St.  522,  75  Am.  Dec.  622  Notes:  30  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1189;  20 

and  note;  Jareciii  v.  Philharmonie  Soe.,  Ann.  Cas.  470. 

79  Pa.  St.  403,  21  Am.  Rep.  78  and  17.  Peck  v.  Batchelder,  40  Vt.  233, 

note;  Montague  v.  Dent,  10  Rich  L.  94  Am.  Dee.  392. 

(S.  C.)  135,  67  Am.  Dec.  572;  Hall  v.  Notes:  17  Am.  Dec  688;  30  L.R.A. 

Law  Guarantee,  etc.,  Soc,  22  Wash.  (N.S.)  1189. 

305,  60  Pac.  643,  79  A.  S.  R.  935.  M.  Hook  v.  Bolton,  199  Mass.  244, 

Notes:  17  Am.  Dec.  691;  62  Am.  85  N.  E.  175,  127  A.  8.  R.  487,  17 

Dec.  70;  34  Am.  Dec.  354  ;  79  A.  S.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  699.   See  infra,  par.  33. 

R.  939;  84  A,  S.  R.  866;  127  A.  S.  19.  Note:  66  L.R.A.  33.    And  see 

R,  491.  Railboads. 

13.  McFarlane  v.  Foley,  27  Ind.  20.  Western,  etc..  R.  Co.  v.  Oeorgia 
App.  484,  60  N.  E.  357,  87  A.  S.  R.  (Ga.  Special  Judicial  Commission)  14 
264.  L.R.A.  438. 

Note:  21  Am.  Rep.  80.  Note:  37  Am.  Dee.  494. 

14.  Note:  20  Ann.  Cas.  470.  1.  Note:  62  Am.  Deo.  70. 
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that  improvements  placed  upon  real  estate  by  a  railroad  company, 
necessary  to  the  operation  of  the  road,  are  trade  fixtures  and  not 

accessories  of  the  land  to  wliich  they  are  attached.*  The  rule  that 
property  and  improvements  do  not  become  part  of  the  realty  ha.^ 
been  applied  to  tjie  piers  and  abutments  of  a  bridge,'  a  well  pump 
and  boiler,*  and  to  the  rolling  stock,'  unless  otherwise  declared  by 
statute.*  When  a  railroad  has  abandoned  a  track  or  has  been  ejected 
from  land  on  which  it  had  good  reason  to  tiiink  it  had  acquired  a 
right  of  way,  it  has  been  held  that  the  rails  and  tics  cannot  be  claimed 
as  fixtures  by  the  owner  of  the  freehold  but  may  be  removed  by  the 
railroad  company.' 

23.  Manure. — The  general  rule  is  that  manure  made  in  the  usual 
course  of  husbandry  on  a  farm  is  so  attached  to  and  connected  with 
the  realty  that,  in  the  absence  of  an  express  stipulation  to  the  con- 
trary, it  is  treated  as  part  of  the  realty.^  It  passes  to  a  grantee  unless 
reserved  in  the  deed,^  and  cannot  be  removed  by  an  outgoing  mort- 
gagor.*" So,  while  a  tenant  may  use  the  manure  on  the  farm  during 
his  term,  usually  he  is  held  to  have  no  right  to  sell  it  or  to  take  it 
away,*^  though  the  contrary  has  been  held.^'  And  the  general  rule 
stated  does  not  apply  to  manure  made  in  a  livery  stable  or  in  any 
other  manner  not  connected  with  agriculture  or  the  course  of  hus- 


2.  St.  Louis,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Nyce,  61 
Kan.  394,  59  Pac.  1040,  48  L.R.A.  241. 

3.  Wa^er  v.  Cleveland,  etc.,  R.  Co., 
22  Ohio  St.  563,  10  Am.  Rep.  770. 

4.  Atchison,  etc.,  R.  Co.  t.  Morgan, 
42  Kan.  23,  21  Pac.  809,  16  A.  S.  R. 
471,  4  L.R.A.  284. 

Notes:  69  A.  S.  R.  343;  10  L.R.A. 
722. 

&.  Sangamon,  etc.,  R.  Co.  t.  Morgan 
County,  14  111.  163,  56  Am.  Deo.  497; 
Randall  v.  Elwell,  52  N.  Y.  521,  11 
Am.  Rep.  747;  Hoyle  v.  Plattsburgh, 
etc.,  R.  Co.,  54  N.  Y.  314, 13  Am.  Rep. 
595. 

Note:  10  L.R.A.  722. 

6.  Chicago,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Ft.  How- 
ard, 21  Wis.  44.  91  Am.  Dec.  458  and 
note. 

In  some  cases,  by  an  artificial  rule 
of  construction,  rolling  stock  has  been 
held  to  be  fixtures,  so  as  to  pass  nuder 
a  mortgage  of  the  realty.  11  Am. 
Rep.  751  note. 

7.  Georgia  R.,  etc.,  Co.  Haas,  327 
Ga.  187,  56  -S.  E.  313,  119  A.  S.  R. 
327,  9  Ann.  Gas.  677;  Illinois,  Cent  R. 


Co.  V.  Hoskizia,  60  Miss.  730,  32  So. 
150,  92  A.  S.  R.  612. 

Notes:  37  Am.  Dee.  518;  66  Am. 
Dec.  426. 

8.  Fay  v.  Mnzzey,  13  Gray  (Mass.) 
53,  74  Am.  Dec.  619. 

Notes :  62  Am.  Dec.  70;  28  Am.  Rep. 
39;  11  Ann.  Gas.  80. 

9.  Kittredge  v.  Woods,  3  N.  H.  503, 
14  Am.  Dee.  393;  Collier  v.  Jenka,  19 
R.  1. 137,  32  Atl.  208,  61  A.  S.  R.  741 
and  note. 

Note:  32  Am.  Dec.  271. 

10.  Chase  v.  Wingate,  68  Me.  204, 
28  Am.  Rep.  36. 

11.  Brigham  v.  Overstreet,  128  Qa. 
447,  57  S.  E.  484, 11  Ann.  Cas.  75,  10 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  452;  GaUagher  v.  Ship- 
ley, 24  Md.  418,  87  Am.  Dec.  611; 
Daniels  v.  Pond,  21  Pick.  (Mass.)  367, 
32  Am.  Dec.  269, 

Notes:  14  Am.  Dec  396;  17  Am. 
Dec.  690,  87  Am.  Dee.  615;  11  Ann. 
Cas.  80. 

12.  Smithwiek  v.  ElUson,  24  N.  C. 
326, 38  Am.  Dee.  697. 
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bandry,^*  as  where  it  is  made  in  herding  and  feeding  cattle  and  hogs, 
and  when  the  stock  is  fed  from  sources  foreign  to  the  land.^* 

24.  Buildings  Generally. — ^As  a  general  rule  a  building  on  land  is 
part  of  the  realty/'  and  is  covered  by  a  mortgage  on  the  land,^*  or 
goes  with  a  conveyance  thereof.^'  Gonsequentiy,  a  building  erected 
by  one  not  the  owner  of  the  land,  without  any  agreement  that  it 
shall  remain  personal  property,  belongs  to  such  owner.'^  This  is 
so  though  the  building  is  erected  on  the  land  of  another  by  mis- 
take,"  under  a  belief  of  right,^  or  with  a  view  of  enforcing  an 
adverse  right  in  the  land.*  So,  if  an  owner  of  land  build  a  house 
thereon  with  the  materials  of  another,  the  property  in  the  land 
vests  the  property  in  the  building  by  right  of  accession,  and  the 
owner  of  the  land  can  only  be  obliged  to  answer  to  the  owner  of  the 
materials  for  the  value  of  them An  unfinished  building,  intended 
to  romain  on  the  land,  is  a  fixture,'  and  the  materials  of  a  building 
blown  down  or  remaining  on  the  land  after  a  fire,  are  part  of  the 
realty  until  appropriated  by  the  owner  as  personalty.*  But  if  a 
person  owns  a  building  and  has  no  property  in  the  land,  and  may 
remove  the  structui^  when  and  where  he  pleases  without  being  account- 
able to  anyone,  it  is  a  chattel.*  A  mortgagee  in  possession  is  not 
to  be  treated  as  a  mere  stranger  who  goes  upon  the  land  of  another 
and  places  improvements  there  without  the  consent  of  the  owner,  but 
may  lawfully  take  down  and  carry  away  any  buildings  erected  by 
him  on  the  mortgaged  land,  the  materials  of  which  were  his  own, 


IS.  Daniels    v.    Pond,    21    Pick.      Note:  62  Am.  Dee.  70. 
(Mass.)  367,  32  Am.  Dec.  269.  18.  Crest  v.  Jack,  3  "Watts  (Pa.) 

Notes:  14  Am.  Dec.  396;  87  Am.  238,  27  Am.  Dec.  353. 
Dee.  C15;  11  Ann.  Cas.  80.  Notes:  26  Am.  Dec.  539;  100  Am. 

14.  Gallagher  v.  Shipley,  24  Md.  418,  Dee.  337;  43  A.  S.  R.  498;  69  A.  S.  R. 
87  Am.  Dec.  Gil;  Snow  v.  Perkins,  60  343. 

N.  H.  4D3,  49  Am.  Rep.  333.  19.  Dotton  v.  Ensley,  21  Ind.  App. 

Note:  11  Ann.  Cas.  80.  46,  51  N.  E.  380,  69  A.  S.  R.  340. 

15.  Mosea  Town  Co.  v.  Wellington,  20.  Honzik  v.  Delaglise,  65  Wis.  494, 
39  Colo.  326,  89  Pac.  783,  121  A.  S.  R.  27  N.  W.  171,  56  Am.  Rep.  634. 

175;  Cross  v.  Weare  Commission  Co.,      Note:  26  Am.  Deo.  539. 
153  111.  499,  38  N.  E.  1038,  46  A.  S.  R.      1.  CampbeU  v.  Roddy,  44  N.  J.  Eq. 
902;  Gilliam  v.  Bird,  30  N.  C.  280,  49  244,  14  AU.  279,  6  A.  S.  R.  889. 
Am.  Dec.  379.  Notes:  85  Am.  Dec.  335;  12  A.  S.  R. 

Notes:  54  Am.  Dec.  588;  85  Am.  678;  69  A:  S.  R.  343. 
Dec.  746;  4  L.R.A.  674.  2.  Reese  v.  Jared,  16  Ind.  142,  77 

16.  Buekout  v.  Swift,  27  Cal.  433,  Am.  Dee.  88. 

87  Am.  Dec.  90.  3.  Butler  t.  Page,  7  Mete.  (Mass.) 

Note:  95  Am.  Dec.  798.  40,  39  Am.  Dec  757. 

17.  Isham  v.  Morgan,  9  Conn.  374,  4.  Guernsey  v.  Phinizy,  113  Ga.  898, 
23  Am.  Dec.  361;  Union  Cent.  Life  Ins.  39  S.  E.  402,  84  A.  S.  R.  270. 

Co-  V.  TUlery,  152  Mo.  421,  54  S.  W.      Note:  87  Am.  Dec  94. 
220,  75  A.  S.  R.  480;  Leonard  t.     6.  Curry  v.  Commonwealth  Ins.  Co., 
Clough,  133  N.  Y.  292, 31  N.  E.  93, 16  10  Pick:  (Mass.)  535, 20  Am.  Dec  547.. 
LJI.A.  305. 
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and  not  so  connected  with  the  soil  that  they  cannot  be  removed  with- 
out prejudice  to  it*  When  the  person  who  erects  a  building  is  not 
an  ordinary  trespasser,  and  both  he  and  the  owner  of  the  land  under- 
stand that  the  building  is  a  mere  temporary  structure,  to  be  used  only 
for  certain  purposes,  it  is  not  a  fixture.'  It  has  been  held  that  frame 
buildings  resting  on  blocks  or  stones,  or  partly  on  the  ground  and 
partly  on  posts  or  blocks,  are  fixtures,  as  between  a  mortgagor  and 
mortgagee  or  a  grantor  and  grantee;^  and  houses  of  a  permanent 
character,  built  on  mud-sills  resting  on  the  soil,  which  was  not  dis- 
turbed in  their  erection,  have  been  held  to  be  fixtures  within  a  statute 
declaring  that  "a  thing  is  deemed  to  be  affixed  to  land  when  it  is 
permanently  resting  upon  it,  as  in  the  case  of  buildings."  * 

25.  Buildings  Erected  by  Tenant. — ^With  respect  to  buildings 
erected  by  a  tenant,  the  rules  are  more  favorable  to  the  tenant  than 
to  persons  in  other  relations.  A  lessor  and  lessee  may  of  course  enter 
into  an  agreement  that  a  building  erected  by  the  lessee  shall  remain 
the  property  of  the  lessee  and  may  be  removed  by  him  on  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term.*'  The  presumption  is  in  favor  of  the  right  of  a 
tenant  to  lemove  buildings  which  he  has  placed  on  the  leased  property 
for  his  own  purposes.*^  But  independently  of  any  agreement  the 
intention  of  the  lessee  has  much  to  do  with  the  question,  and  if  hLs 
intention  is  that  the  fixture  shall  remain  his  personal  property  and 
that  intention  is  made  known,  and  his  acts  are  consistent  therewith, 
the  fixture  may  remain  his  personal  property,**  unless  its  mode  of 
annexation  is  such  that  it  cannot  be  moved.*'  The  building  is  deemed 
to  be  the  personal  property  during  the  life  of  the  lease,  and  becomes 
real  estate  upon  the  expiration  or  surrender  thereof  without  removal.** 

« 

6.  Cooke  T.  Cooper,  18  Ore.  142,  22  Notes:  77  A.  S.  B.  63;  10  L.R.A. 
Pae.  945,  17  A.  S.  R.  709,  7  L.R.A.  722. 

273.  11.  Searle    t.     Roman  Catholic 

7.  Meig-s  Appeal,  62  Pa.  St.  28,  1  Bishop,  203  Mass.  493,  89  N.  E.  809, 
Am.  Rep.  372.  17  Ann.  Cas.  340,  25  L.R.A.(N.S,)  992. 

8.  State  Sav.  Bank  v.  KerchevaJ,  65  12.  Smyth  v.  Stoddard,  203  III.  424, 
Mo.  682,  27  Am.  Rep.  310;  Uonard  v.  67  N.  E.  980,  96  A.  S.  R.  314  and  note; 
Clough,  133  N.  Y.  292,  31  N.  E.  93, 16  Fletcher  v.  Kelly,  88  la.  475,  55  N.  W. 
L.R.A.  305;  Lipsky  v.  Borgmann,  52  474,  21  L.R.A.  347;  Osgood  v.  Howard. 
W^.  256,  9  N.  W.  158,  38  Am.  Rep.  q  clreenl  (Me.)  452,  20  Am.  dIc  ^22;' 

a  ^r  ii        w         u     ./r.  1  \  ok  CarHn  T.  Ritter,  68  Md.  478,  13  AU. 

P„;  RRfi  T/t  R  A             ^  ^  370,16Atl.301,'6A.S.R.467jRyder 

l6.  Ryder  v:  F„oo,  171  Mass.  206,  li^^SV'JiJ'"^  ^' 

50  N.  E.  631,  68  A.  S.  R.  417;  Searle  » j^-  »•  «• 

V.  Roman  Catholic  Bishop,  203  Mass.  „  ^^^f  L  .  ^  ?!              69  A.  8. 

493,  89  N.  E.  809,  17  Ann.  Cas.  340,  ^-  343;  96  A.  S.  B.  927;  121  A.  S.  R. 

25  L.R.A.(N.S)  992;  Union  Cent  Life  180;  10  L.B.A.  722  ;  20  Ann.  Cas.  790 

Ins.  Co.  V.  Fillery,  152  Mo.  421,  54  S.  i<»  house). 

W.  220,  75  A.  S.  R.  480;  Newhoff  v.  13.  Madigan  v.  McCarthy,  108  If  ass. 

Mayo,  48  N.  J.  Eq.  619,  23  AtL  265,  376, 11  Am.  Rep.  371. 

27  A.  S.  R.  455.  14.  Hughes  r.  Eexshow,  42  Colo. 

1082 


Digitized  by  Google 


u  a  c.  u 


flXTUBES 


If  the  right  of  the  tenant  to  remove  a  building  rests  on  an  agreement 
with  the  landlord  the  building  will  pass  to  a  purchaser  of  the  prem- 
ises without  notice/*  but  the  sale  by  the  landlord  amounts  to  a  con- 
version and  the  tenant  is  entitled  to  recover  the  reasonable  value  of 
the  building.*' 

26.  Effect  of  Consent  or  License  to  Erect  Building. — Generally  a 
building  erected  on  the  land  of  another  by  his  consent  or  license  does 
not  become  part  of  the  realty,  but  remains  the  property  of  the  person 
annexing  it,*'  and  may  be  removed  by  him,^*  is  subject  to  sale  and 
mortgage  as  personal  property/*  or  may  be  taken  on  execution 
against  him.**  Such  a  building  does  not  pass  to  a  purchaser  of  the 
land/  and  if  he  is  wronged  his  remedy  is  upon  the  covenants  in  his 
dbed.'  This  rule  certainly  holds  when  there  is  an  express  reservation 
of  a  right  to  remove  the  building,*  and  generally  it  is  considered  that 
where  the  landowner  consents  to  the  placing  of  a  building  on  his 
land  by  another  without  an  express  agreement  as  to  whether  it  shall 
become  a  part  of  the  realty  or  remain  personal^,  an  agreement  will 
be  implied  that  it  is  to  continue  personal  property.*  In  such  a  case 
it  is  immaterial  what  is  the  purpose,  size,  material,  or  mode  of  con- 
struction of  the  building,*  and  the  nature  of  the  property  is  not 
changed  by  the  fact  that  the  owner  of  the  building  may  have  such  an 
interest  in  the  land  as  would  enable  him  to  maintain  an  action  of 


210,  93  Pac.  U16,  15  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
723. 

Notes:  4  L.B.A.  674  ;  6  L.B.A.  249. 

16.  Smyth  v.  Stoddard,  203  lU.  424, 
67  N.  E.  980,  96  A.  S.  R.  314;  Searle 
T.  Roman  Catholic  Bishop,  203  Mass. 
493,  89  N.  E.  809,  17  Ann.  Cas.  340, 
25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  992;  Union  Cent.  Life 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Tillery,  152  Mo.  421,  54  S. 
W.  220,  75  A.  S.  R.  480. 

16.  Smyth  t.  Stoddard,  203  lU.  424, 
67  N.  E.  980,  96  A.  S.  R.  314. 

17.  Prince  v.  Case,  10  Conn.  375,  27 
Am.  Dec.  675  and  note;  Hamlin  t. 
Parsons,  12  Minn.  108,  90  Am.  Dee. 
284. 

Notes:  37  Am.  Dee.  753;  54  Am. 
Dec  588;  12  A.  S.  R.  678;  13  A.  S. 
B.  572  ;  75  A.  S.  R.  482;  77  A.  S.  R. 
63;  4  L.H.A.  674;  10  L.R.A,  722. 

18.  Osgood  T.  Howard,  6  Qreenl. 
(Me.)  452,  20  Am.  Dec.  322;  Salley 
T.  Robinson,  96  Me.  474,  52  Atl.  930, 
90  A.  8.  R.  410;  Harris  v.  Gillingham, 
6  N.  H.  9,  23  Am.  Dec.  701  and  note. 

19.  Note:  10  L.R.A.  722.  See  Crat- 

TBL  MOBTOAQES,  VOl.  5,  p.  402. 


20.  Foster  t.  Mabe,  4  Ala.  402,  37 
Am.  Dec.  749;  Jewett  v.  Patridge,  12 
Me.  243,  28  Am.  Dee.  173  and  note. 

Note:  75  Am.  Dec.  200. 

See  generally,  Levt  and  Smzow. 

1.  Peaks  7.  Hutchinson,  96  Me.  530, 
53  Atl.  38,  59  L-R^.  279. 

Note:  26  Am.  Dec  639;  100  Am. 
Dec  337. 

2.  Dame  v.  Dame,  38  N.  H.  429,  75 
Am.  Dec.  195.  See  generally.  Cove- 
nants, toI.  7,  p.  1170  et  seq. 

8.  Curtiss  T.  Hoyt,  19  Conn.  154, 
48  Am.  Dec.  149;  Goodman  t.  Hanni- 
bal, etc.,  R.  Co.,  45  Mo.  33,  100  Am. 
Dec.  336;  Page  v.  Urick,  31  Wash.  601, 
72  Pac.  454,  96  A.  8.  B.  924. 

Notes:  90  A.  S.  B.  414;  122  A.  S.  R. 
375  ;  5  L.R^.  150. 

4.  Merchants'  Nat.  Bank  of  Crooks- 
ton  T.  Stanton,  55  Minn.  211,  56  N.  W. 
821,  43  A.  S.  R.  491;  King  v.  Morris, 
74  N.  J.  L.  810,  68  Ati.  162,  12  Ann. 
Cas.  1086,  14  LB.A.(N.S.)  439  and 
note. 

5.  Dame  t.  Dame,  38  N.  H.  429,  75 
Am.  Dec  195. 
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trespass  for  an  injury  to  the  possession.*  Such  a  building  is  per- 
sonalty when  erected  with  the  consent  of  a  mortgagee  in  possession,^ 
but  a  building  put  upon  mortgaged  land  by  the  consent  of  the  mort- 
gagor, and  without  the  consent  of  the  mortgagee,  becomes  a  part 
of  the  realty ; "  though  in  this  latter  case  it  has  been  held  that  the 
absence  of  a  concurrent  agreement  on  the  part  of  the  mortgagee  does 
not,  of  itself,  make  the  building  a  part  of  the  mortgage  security,  when 
the  mortgage  is  regarded  as  a  mere  security  and  not  as  a  conveyance 
of  the  fee,  and  for  the  reason  that  the  mortgagee  has  not  advanced 
anything  on  the  faith  of  it  and  hence  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to 
avoid  himself  of  it  as  a  part  of  his  security,  contrary  to  the  intention 
of  the  party  making  the  annexation.'  A  married  woman  may  con- 
tract to  permit  her  husband  to  erect  a  building  on  her  land,  which 
shall  remain  his  property,  under  a  statute  empowering  her  to  make 
any  and  all  contracts  "in  her  own  name  for  any  lawful  purpose," 
and  to  contract  with  her  husband  equally  as  with  anyone  else.*®  The 
owner  of  the  building  is  entitled  to  a  reasonable  opportunity  to  remove 
it  on  notice  by  the  owner  of  the  land  or  upon  revocation  of  the 
license,*'  and  it  was  held  that  the  owner  of  a  mill  erected  on  another's 
land  with  his  consent  was  not  deemed  to  have  abandoned  his  right  to 
it  by  leaving  it  on  the  land  for  three  years,  if  not  notified  to  remove 
it  by  a  purchaser  of  the  land.**  But  a  building  erected  under  an 
agreement  with  a  life  tenant  in  possession,  that  it  shall  remain  a 
chattel  and  be  removable  by  the  builder,  cannot  be  removed  against 
the  objection  of  the  remainderman.** 

27.  Building  Erected  by  Vendee. — vendee  in  possession  of  land 
under  an  executory  contract  of  purchase  has  no  right  to  erect  a  build- 
ing on  the  premises  as  property  separate  and  distinct  from  the  free- 
hold, and  an  intention  to  do  so,  no  matter  how  clearly  manifested,  is 
of  no  avail,  without  an  agreement,  express  or  impHed,  with  the  land- 
owner that  it  shall  not  become  part  of  the  realty.**  This  must  be  so 

6.  Laird  v.  Connecticut,  etc.,  R  .R.,  St.  Paul,  etc.,  R.  Co.,  39  Minn.  479,  40 
62  N.  H.  254,  13  A.  S.  R.  564.  N.  W.  524, 12  A.  S.  R.  676. 

7.  Jewett  V.  Patridge,  12  Me.  243,      Note:  10  L.R.A.  722. 

28  Am.  Dee.  173.  12.  Russell  v.  Richards,  11  Me.  371, 

8.  Meagher  v.  Hayes,  152  Mass.  228,  26  Am.  Dec.  532. 


9.  Merchants'  Nat.  Bank  of  Crooks-  14.  Miller  v.  Waddingham  (Cal )  25 
ton  V.  Stanton,  55  Minn.  211,  56  N.  W.  Pac.  688,  11  L.R.A.  510;  Ogden  v 
821,  43  A.  S.  R.  491.  Stock,  34  III.  522,  85  Am.  Dee.  332  and 

10.  Peaks  v.  Hutchinson,  96  Me.  530,  note;  Central  Branch  R.  Co.  v.  Fritz, 
53  Atl.  38,  59  UR.A.  279.  See  also  20  Kan.  430,  27  Am.  Rep.  175;  Kings- 
supra,  par.  11.  And  see  generally,  ley  v.  McFarland,  82  Me.  231,  19  AH 
Husband  and  Wite.  442,  17  A.  S.  R.  473. 

11.  Salley  v.  Robinson,  96  Me.  474,  Note:  10  LJIA.  722. 
52  Atl.  930,  90  A.  S.  R.  410;.Ingall3  v. 
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25  N.  E.  105,  23  A.  S.  R.  819. 
Note:  43  A.  S.  R.  498. 


13.  Demby  v.  Parse,  53  Ark.  526, 14 
S.  "W.  899, 12  L.R.A.  87. 
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where  the  vendee  fails  to  fulfil  the  contract  and  acquire  title.**  And 
so  if  land  is  conveyed  to  be  used  for  a  specified  purpose,  with  reversion 
upon  the  grantee  ceadng  to  use  it  for  that  purpose,  and  a  building  is 
erected  thereon  for  permanent  use  to  effectuate  such  purpose,  such 
building  becomes  a  fixture,  and  after  the  property  has  ceased  to  be 
used  for  the  intended  purpose  the  building  cannot  be  removed  by 
the  grantee  or  one  claiming  under  him.'*  But  when  a  building  is 
erected  by  a  vendee  in  possession  under  an  oral  contract  which  the 
vendor  breaks,  the  vendee  may  recover  the  building  as  personalty.** 

28.  Machinery  Generally. — It  has  been  said  tliat  the  question 
whether  machineiy  and  implements  in  a  manufacturing  establish- 
ment are  fixtures  must  be  governed  by  the  same  criterion  which  applies 
to  fixtures  in  other  situations.'*  The  mere  use  of  machinery  in  a 
mill  does  not  render  it  a  fixture,  but  the  question  always  depends  on 
the  nature  of  the  use  and  character  of  the  annexation,  and  the  inten- 
tion of  the  parties.'*  The  equipment  of  a  factory,  though  it  is 
affixed  to  the  soil,  may  have  impressed  upon  it  the  character  of  per- 
sonal property  by  the  acts  and  conduct  of  parties  dealing  with  it.** 
Even  though  physically  attached  to  the  freehold  by  the  owner,  ma- 
chines may  remain  chattels  for  all  purposes  if  the  mode  of  attach- 
ment indicates  that  it  is  merely  to  steady  them  for  their  more  con- 
venient use,  and  not  to  make  them  an  adjunct  of  the  building  or  soil.' 
On  the  principle  that  the  intention  of  the  owner  is  the  main  consider- 
ation in  determining  whether  or  not  an  attachment  is  a  fixture, 
machinery  is  personalty  where  no  intent  ajipears  to  have  had  it  become 
a  part  of  the  realty,  and  it  was  not  specially  designed  for  the  building, 
but  of  a  common  lot  and  description;  *  especially  when  it  is  capable 
of  removal  without  material  injury  to  it  or  to  the  building,  and  may 
be  used  elsewhere.*   And  under  the  same  rule,  machinery  remains 

15.  Hinklcy,  etc..  Iron  Co.  v.  Black,  20.  Horn  v.  Indianapolis  Nat.  Bank, 
70  Me.  473,  35  Am.  Rep.  346.  125  Ind.  381,  25  N.  E.  558,  21  A.  S. 

Notes :  12  A.  S.  R.  678;  69  A.  S.  R.  R.  231,  9  L.R.A.  676. 
343.  1.  Neufelder  v.  Thiifl  St.  etc.,  R. 

16.  Mosca  Town  Co.  v.  Wellington,  Co.,  23  Wash.  470,  63  Pae.  197,  83  A. 
39  Colo.  326,  89  Pao.  783,  121  A,  S.  8.  R.  831,  53  L.R.A.  600. 

R.  175.  Notes:  38  Am.  Dee.  375;  100  Am. 

17.  Watera  v.  Reuber,  16  Neb.  99,  Dec.  492;  3  L.R.A.  33;  5  L.RA  150. 
19  N.  W.  687,  49  Am.  Rep.  710.  Saw  frames  in  a  marble  mill,  at- 

Notes:  12  A.  S.  B.  678  ;  69  A.  S.  tacbed  at  the  top  and  bottom  with 

R.  343.  bolts,  and  used  for  steadying  the  sawti, 

18.  Teaff  v.  Hewitt,  1  Ohio  St.  511,  are  not  fixtures.  Sweetzer  v.  Jones,  35 
59  Am.  Dec.  634.   As  to  rights  of  ten-  Vt.  317,  82  Am.  Dec.  639. 

ants,  see  supra,  par.  20.  2.  Neufelder  v.  Third  St.  etc.,  R.  Co., 

19.  Rogers  v.  Prattville  Mfg.  Co.  No.  23  Wash.  470,  63  Pac.  197,  83  A.  S. 
1,  81  Ala.  483, 1  So.  643,  60  Am.  Rep.  R.  831,  53  L.R.A.  600. 

171;  Southbridge  Sav.  Bank  v.  Mason,     Note:  14  Am.  Dec.  303. 
147  Mass.  500,  18  N.  E.  406, 1  LiLA.      See  supra,  par.  6,  as  to  intention. 
S50.  3.  Habbell     East  Cambridge  Five 

Note:  3  L.BJL.  33.  Cents  Sav.  Bank,  132  Uus.  447,  43 

1086 


Digitized  by  Google 


i  28  FIXTUBES  11  B.  C.  L. 

personalty  when  it  was  placed  in  a  building  for  a  mere  temporary 
purpose.*  On  the  other  hand,  though  still  considering  the  intent 
as  the  controlling  circumstance,  if  machinery  is  intended  for  per- 
manent use  in  carrying  on  the  business  for  which  the  building  was 
erected  or  is  used,  and  as  a  permanent  accession  to  the  realty,  it 
becomes  part  of  the  realty  on  being  installed  thereon,*^  and  if  such 
was  the  intention,  it  is  immaterial  that  the  machines  may  be  removed 
and  used  elsewhere,  and  that  they  may  be  removed  without  injury 
to  the  building  *  This  rule  has  special  application  to  heavy  machinery 
intended  for  the  building  and  not  intended  to  be  moved  from  pla<» 
to  place,'  though  resting  in  position  by  its  own  weight,®  and  to 
machinery  which  is  a  constituent  part  of  a  factory  or  shop  and  indis- 
pensable thereto,*  though  not  actually  fastened-^"    So,  where  the 

Am.  Rep.  446;  Schellenberg  v.  Detroit  6.  Harkness  v.  Sears,  26  Ala.  493, 

Heating,  etc.,  Co.,  130  Mich.  439,  90  62  Am.  Dec.  742;  McConneD  v.  Blood, 

N.  W.  47,  97  A.  S.  R.  489,  57  L.R.A,  123  Mass.  47,  25  Am.  Rep.  12;  Feder 

632;  Despatch  Line  of  Packets  v.  Bell-  v.  Van  Winkle,  63  N.  J.  Eq.  370,  33 

amy  Mfg.  Co.,  12  N.  H.  205,  37  Am.  AU.  399,  51  A.  S,  R.  628;  Green  v. 

Dec.  203 ;  Neufelder  v.  Third  St.,  etc.,  Phillips,  26  Grat  (Va.)  752,  21  Am. 

R.  Co.,  23  Wash.  470,  63  Pac.  197,  83  Rep.  323. 

A.  S.  R.  831,  53  L.R.A.  600.  7.  Hopewell  Mills  v.  Taunton  Sav. 

Notes:  83  Am.  Dec.  669;  30  A.  S.  R.  Bank,  150  Mass.  519,  23  N.  E  327,  15 

491;  5  L.R.A.  594.  A.  8.  R.  235,  6  L.R.A.  249. 

4.  Vail  V.  Weaver,  132  Pa,  St.  363,  Notes:  37  Am.  Dec.  618;  61  A.  S. 
19  Atl.  138, 19  A.  S.  R.  698.  R.  435. 

Note :  10  L.R.A.  722           .  8.  Soathbridge  Sav.  Bank  v.  Mason, 

5.  Roseville  Alta  Min.  Co.  v.  Iowa  147  Mass.  500,  18  N.  E.  406,  1  UR.A. 
Gulch  Min.  Co.,  15  Colo.  29,  24  Pac.  350;  Shepard  v.  Blossom,  66  Minn. 
920,  22  A.  S.  R.  373;  HopeweU  Mills  421,  69  N.  W.  221,  61  A.  S.  R.  431. 

V.  Taunton  Sav.  Bank,  150  Mass.  519,  9.  Ottumwa   Woolen   Mill   Co.  v. 

23  N.  E.  327, 15  A.  S.  R.  235,  6  L.R.A.  Hawley,  44  la.  57,  24  Am.  Rep.  719; 

249;  Shepard  v.  Blossom,  66  Minn.  421,  Symonds  v.  Harris,  51  Me.  14,  81  Am. 

69  N.  W.  221,  61  A  S.  R.  431;  Havens  Dec.  553;  Kirwan  v.  Latour,  1  Har.  & 

V.  Germania  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  123  Mo.  403,  J.  (Md.)  289,  2  Am.  Dee.  519;  Wins- 

27  S.  W.  718,  45  A.  S.  R.  570  and  low  v.  Merchants'  Ins.  Co.,  4  Mete, 

note,  26  L.R.A.  107;  Foote  v.  Gooeh,  (Mass.)  306,  38  Am.  Dec.  368 ;  Thomas 

96  N.  C.  265,  t  S.  E.  525,  60  Am.  Rep.  v.  Davis,  76  Mo.  72,  43  Am.  Rep.  756; 

411;  Willis  v.  Morris,  66  Tex.  628,  1  Cavis  v.  Beckford,  62  N.  H.  229,  13 

S.  W.  799,  59  Am.  Rep.  634.  a.  S.  R.  554;  Mfller  v.  Plumb,  6  Cow. 

Notes:  17  Am.  Dec.  693;  100  Am.  (N,  y.)  665,  16  Am.  Dee.  456;  Gray 

S^'wf.^U^A^'S*  R'^^7fi^^l^^  R  A-  Holdship,  17  Serg.  &  R.  (Pa.)  413. 
R  172,  53  A.  S.  R.  576,  10  L.R.A.  gSO  and  note;  Voorhis  v. 

7."  o    ^uv  -J     o      T>    1.      Freeman,  2  Watts  &  S.  (Pa.)  116,  37 

M^^r^^'?  M««  S^/rir^/o^  \  and  note;  Pyle  v.  Pen- 

"But  the  mwe  fact  that  an  owner  in-  ^IS"*?*  ^^^SV 

tends  machinery  to  be  nsed  in  a  miU  ^^^^^^^^^                  ^  S.  E.  393, 

in  a  business  in  which  the  mill  itself  "  A.  S.  R.  846. 

was  designed  to  be  used  will  not  make  Notes:  14  Am.  Dec.  303;  66  Am. 

that  real  estate  which  in  all  its  char-  Dec.  426;  37  Am.  Rep.  474j  76  A.  S. 

acteristics  is  essentially  personal  prop-  R.  864 ;  5  LJI.A.  594. 

vrty."  10.  Lavensott  v.  Studard  Soui  Co^ 
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principal  part  of  machinery  is  a  fixture  and  a  part  of  the  realty,  the 
parts  which  are  not  physically  annexed  but  which  if  moved  would 
leave  the  principal  part  unfit  for  use,  are  consideied  as  being  con- 
cluaively  annexed.*' 

29.  Miscellaneous  Instances  as  to  Hacihinery. — As  possessing  more 
or  less  the  element  of  permanency  and  constituting  an  integral  part 
of  the  realty,  it  has  been  held  that  the  following  parts  and  classes  of 
machinery  are  fixtures,  namely,  the  main  and  driving  belts  in  a 
factory;*'  an  electric  light  dynamo  and  appurtenant  machinery 
installed  by  an  electric  light  company/*  but  not  when  such  machinery 
is  intended  to  remain  temporarily  only ;  ^*  the  machinery  in  a 
machine  shop  and  foundry,**  and  the  iron  floor  plates  and  rolls  of  a 
rolling  mill,  though  not  actually  attached  to  the  freehold ;  *•  lead- 
smelting  machinery;  *^  machinery  and  articles  constituting  a  marine 
railway;  *®  machinery  used  in  quarrying;  *•  the  machinery  of  a  grist 
mill;  machinery  used  in  the  canning  business;  *  the  gin  stand,  mill 
and  running  gear  of  a  cotton  gin ;  *  a  gasoline  engine  permanently 

80  Cal.  245,  22  Pae.  184, 13  A.  8.  B.  v.  Pennoek,  2  Watta  &  8.  (Fa.)  390, 37 

147;  Voorhis  v.  Freeman,  2  Watts  &  Am.  Dec.  517. 

S.  (Pa.)  116,  37  Am.  Dec.  490.  Note:  82  Am.  Dec.  570. 

Notes:  19  Am.  Dec.  205;  37  Am.  Bat  nziflDished  cast  rolls,  pnrcbased 

Rep.  474.  and  delivered  at  the  mill,  are  not  part 

11.  Farrar  v.  Stackpole,  fl  Qreenl.  of  the  realty.  Johnson  v.  MehafEey,  43 

(Me.)  154,  19  Am.  Dec.  201;  Dudley  Pa.  St.  308, 82  Am.  Dec.  568. 

V.  Hurst,  67  Md.  44,  8  Ati.  901,  1  A.  17.  Thomas  v.  Davis,  76  Mo,  72,  43 

S.  R.  368;  HopeweU  Mills  v.  Taunton  Am.  Rep.  756. 

Sav,  Bank,  150  Mass.  519,  23  N.  E.  ,18.  Tyson  v.  Port,  108  N.  Y.  217, 

327, 15  A.  S.  R.  235,  6  L.R.A.  249  and  15  N^E.  316^  2  A  S.  R.  409. 

"  "Note:  17  Am.  Dec.  691,  694.  ^otes:  4  L.R.A  674;  10  L.R.A. 

^'^J''fl?r'^^A'R/Stl[A''l27^'^'  20.  Potter  v.  CromweU.  40  N.  T. 
355  63  C.  C.  A.  85,  6o  L.R.A.  327.      287,  100  Am.  Dec  485. 

Note :  53  Am.  Rep.  5.  Note:  10  L.R.A.  722. 

IS.  anndenon  v.  Swarthont,  104  i.  Dudley  v.  Hurst,  67  Md.  44.  8 

Wis.  186,  80  N.  W.  465,  76  A.  8.  R.  Atl.  901, 1  A.  8.  R.  368. 

860.  2.  Richardson  v.  Borden,  42  Miss. 

14.  Vail  V.  Weaver,  182  Pa.  8t.  363,  71,  2  Am.  Rep.  595;  McKenna  v.  Ham- 
19  AU.  138, 19  A.  8.  R.  598.  mond,  3  Hill  L.  (8.  C.)  331,  30  Am. 

Note:  76  A.  S.  R.  864,  Dec  366;  Degraffenreid  v.  Scruggs,  4 

15.  Harkness  v.  Sears,  26  Ala.  493,  Humph.  (Tenn.)  451, 40  Am.  Dec  658. 
62  Am.  Dec.  742;  McLaaghlin  v.  Nash,     Note:  37  Am.  Dec.  494. 

14  Allen  (Mass.)  136,  92  Am.  Dec.  But  not  as  against  the  executor  of  a 

741;  Pierce  v,  George,  108  Mass.  78,  tenant  for  life  who  erected  the  gin  dur- 

11  Am.  Rep.  310.  ing  his  term.   Ovennan  v.  Sasser,  107 

Notes:  37  Am.  Dec.  494  ;  37  Am.  N.  C.  432,  12  S.  E.  64,  10  L.R.A.  722. 

Rep.  474;  63  Am.  Rep.  5;  10  LAA.  And  a  gin  head  has  been  held  not  a  fix- 

722.  ture,  though  attached  to  a  gin  house 

16.  Toorhis  v.  Freeman,  2  Watts  ft  by  a  brace,  but  ia  a  personal  chattel 
S.  (Pa.)  116,  37  Am.  Dec         Pyle  which  does  not  ordinarily  pass  bv  a 
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fixed  in  a  farm  building  for  operating  farm  machinery;*  a  sugar 
mill  erected  on  a  farm;  *  a  thr^hing  machine  fixed  in  a  barn;  *  the 
fixed  machinery  and  apparatus  in  a  brewery'  or  in  a  soap  and 
candle  factory;'  salt  pans  in  salt  works,^  and  potash  kettles  in  an 
ashery.^  But  mere  utensils  or  machinery  put  up  for  temporary  use 
are  not  fixtures.  It  has  been  so  held  witii  respect  to  salt  well  boring 
machinery ;  stills  set  up  in  furnaces  in  the  usual  manner  for  mak- 
ing whisky ;  a  mining  mill ;  sugar  wagons  used  in  a  sugar  mill ; 
and  portable  wood  cutting  machines  attached  and  worked  by  belts>* 
A  sawmill  attached  to  the  land  in  the  usual  way  is  part  of  the  realty,** 
as  are  also  attached  parts  of  the  machinery ;  and  a  conveyance  of  a 
sawmill  with  appurtenances  conveys  the  mill  chains,  dogs  and  bars, 
in  their  proper  places  in  the  mill  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the 
deed.*'  But  parts  of  the  machinery  not  attached  to  the  building  or 
land  and  resting  on  the  fioor  by  their  own  weight,  suqh  as  band  saw 
machines,  door  clamps,  wood-frame  sash  clamps,  and  iron  top  saw 
machines,  are  not  fixtures.**  A  portable  sawmill  is  not  a  fixture,** 
though  it  is  costly  and  cumbrous,  when  it  belongs  to  a  dass  of  prop- 

convej'ance  of  the  ground  on  which  it     11.  Note:  14  Am.  Dee.  303. 
stands.    Hancock  v.  Jordan,  7  Ala.     12.  Liscombe  Falls  Gold  Min.  Co.  v. 

448,  42  Am.  Dee.  600.  Bishop,  35  Can.  Sup.  Ct.  539,  2  Ann. 

3.  State  Security  Bank  v.  Hoskins,  Cas.  735. 

130  la.  339,  106  N.  W.  764,  8  L.R.A.  13.  Window  v.  Bromich,  54  Kan. 
(N.S.)  376.  300,  38  Pac.  275,  45  A.  S.  B.  285. 

4.  Brigham  v.  Overstreet,  128  Ga.      Note:  96  A.  S.  R.  322. 

447,  57  S.  E.  484, 11  Ann.  Cas.  75, 10  14.  Holbrook   v.   Chamberlin,  U6 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  452;  Hutchins  v.  Master-  Mass.  155,  17  Am.  Rep.  146. 

son,  46  Tex.  551,  26  Am,  Rep.  286.  Note:  92  Am.  Dee.  743. 

5.  Note:  17  Am.  Dec.  691.  15.  Home  v.  Smith,  105  N.  C.  322, 

6.  Kirwan  v.  Latour,  1  Har.  &  J.  11  S.  E.  373,  18  A.  S.  R.  903. 
(Md.)  289,  2  Am.  Dec.  519;  Gray  v.  Notes:  22  A.  S.  B.  376;  10  L.BA. 
Holdship,  17  Serg.  &  R.  (Pa.)  413, 17  722. 

Am.  Dec.  680  and  note.  A  sawmill  and  machinery  bnilt  on 

Notes:  14  Am.  Dec.  303;  17  Am.  Dec.  the  land  of  another  by  permission  of 

691;  19  Am.  Dec.  205;  53  Am.  Dee.  5;  the  owner  of  the  land  do  not  become 

10  L.R.A.  722.  part  of  the  realty.  Russell  v.  Richards, 

Casks  and  hogsheads  and  fermenting  10  Me.  429,  25  Am.  Rep.  254. 

tubs  and  copper  cooler,  not  fastened  Lo  See  also  supra,  par.  26. 

the  freehold,  are  not  fixtures  of  a  16.  Clark  v.  Hill,  117  N.  C.  11,  23  S- 

brcwery,  subject  to  a  mortgage  of  the  E.  91,  53  A.  8.  B.  574. 

land.    Wolford  v.  Baxter,  33  Minn.  17.  Farrar  v.  Stackpole,  6  Greenl. 

12,  21  N.  W.  744,  53  Am.  Rep.  1.  (Me.)  154, 19  Am.  Dec.  201. 

7.  Lavcnson  v.  Standard  Soap  Co.,  Note :  17  Am.  Dec.  694. 

SO  Cal.  245,  22  Pac.  184,  13  A.  S.  R.  18.  Shepard  v.  Blossom,  66  Minn. 

147.  421,  69  N.  W.  221,  61  A.  S.  R.  431. 

Note:  10  L.R.A.  722.  19.  Lansing  Iron,  etc..  Works  v. 

8.  Note :  17  Am.  Dec.  691.  Walker,  91  Mich.  409,  51  N.  W.  1061. 

9.  Miller  v.  Plumb,  6  Cow.  (N.  T.)  30  A.  S.  R.  488. 

665,  16  Am.  Dec.  456.  Notes:  18  A.  S.  R.  907:  S6  A.  S. 

10.  Bewick  v.  Fletcher,  41  Mich.  B.  322  ;  4  LJI.A.  674; 
625,  3  N.  W.  162,  32  Am.  Rep.  170. 
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erty  that,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  country,  is  frequently 
removed  from  one  neighborhood  to  another.** 

30.  Boilers  and  Engines. — Whether  or  not  a  boiler  and  an  engine 
are  fixtures  is  a  question  to  be  decided  upon  the  same  general  prin- 
ciples applicable  to  other  kinds  of  property,  though,  as  in  the  subject 
of  fixtures,  generally,  there  is  an  apparent  difference  in  the  application 
of  the  principles.  While  annexation  is  an  important  circumstance, 
yet  tiie  general  intention  and  purpose  seem  to  be  regarded  as  more  of 
a  controlling  consideration.  So,  the  relation  of  the  parties  must  also 
be  considered,  because  as  between  the  owner  and  a  mortgagee  or  pur- 
chaser they  may  be  fixtures,  though  as  between  a  landlord  and  tenant 
under  the  same  conditions  they  may  retain  their  character  as  chattel^) 
or  be  trade  fixtures,  and  removable  by  the  tenant*  In  other  relations 
than  that  of  landlord  and  tenant,  an  engine  and  boiler  are  fixtures 
when  they  are  firmly  fixed  to  the  realty  and  are  used  to  furnish 
motive  power,  and  are  essential  to  the  enjoyment  and  use  of  the 
building  and  machinery  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  intend- 
ed.' An  engine  and  boiler  securely  attached  to  public  laud  by  the 
locator  and  occupier  of  a  mining  claim  thereon,  for  the  purpose  of 
operating  such  claim,  are  fixtures.*  And  when  an  engine  is  used  in 
a  building  which  cannot  be  removed  therefrom  without  tearing  down 
a  portion  of  the  building  to  afford  egress,  it  is  constructively  annexed 
thereto  so  as  to  become  a  fixture,  though  it  is  not  fastened  in  any 
way.*  Usage  of  trade  between  manufacturers  and  purchasers  of 
engines  and  boilers  to  treat  such  property  as  personalty  is  not  com 
petent  to  make  it  pereonalty  when  annexed  to  the  freehold ;  *  and 
where  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  are  attached  to  the  freehold  to  fur- 
nish motive  power  under  conditions  which  would  make  them  a  part  of 
the  realty,  the  circumstance  that  they  can  be  readily  moved  without 

20.  Note;  17  Am.  Dec.  690.  R.  903  and  note;  Sweetzer  v.  Jones,  35 

1.  Uorne  V.  Smith,  105  N.  C.  322, 11  Vt.  317,  82  Am.  Dec.  639;  Hobson  v. 

S.  E.  373,  18  A.  S.  R.  903.  Gorringe,  66  L.  J.  Ch.  114,  12  Eng. 

Notes:  66  Am.  Dec.  426;  8  L.R.A.  Eul.  Caa.  208. 

(N.S.)  376.  Notes:  17  Am.  Dec.  C87;  66  Am. 


2.  Ottumwa   Woolen   MUl   Co.   v.  Dec.  743;  14  A.  S.  R.  462;  22  A.  S. 

Hawley,  44  la.  57,  24  Am.  Rep.  719;  R.  376;  6  L.R.A.  249;  10  L.R.A.  722. 

Winslow  V.  Merchants'  Ins.  Co.,  4  3.  Roseville  Alta  Min.  Co  v  Iowa 

Mete.  (Mass.)  306,  38  Am.  Dec.  368;  Gulch  Min.  Co.,  15  Colo.  29,  24  Pac. 

Richardson    v.    Copeland,    G    Grav  920,  22  A.  S.  R.  373. 

(Mass.)  536,  66  Am.  Dec.  424;  Thomas  Notes:  51  A.  S.  R.  633;  10  L.R.A 

V.  Davis,  76  Mo.  72,  43  Am.  Rep.  756;  722. 

Cavis  V.  Beckford,  62  N.  H.  229,  13  4.  Despatch  Line  of  Packets  v.  Bell- 

A.  S.  R.  554;  Feder  v.  Van  Winkle,  amy  Mfgr.  Co.,  12  N.  H.  205,  37  Am. 

53  N.  J.  Eq.  370,  33  Atl.  399,  51  A.  Dec.  203. 

S.  R.  628  and  note;  Home  t.  Smith,  5.  Richardson  t.  Copeland,  6  Grw 

105  N.  C.  322,  11  S.  E.  373,  18  A.  S.  (Mass.)  536,  66  Am.  Dee.  424. 
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injuring  the  property  does  not  change  their  character  ns  fixtures  * 
Where^  however,  the  owner  in  connecting  an  engine  aud  boiler  with 
a  building  has  no  intention  to  have  it  become  an  irremovable  fixture, 
they  remain  personal  property,  as  where  they  may  be  set  up  for  a 
temporary  purpose.'^  And  so  it  has  been  held  that  where  the  mort- 
gagor of  a  mill  driven  by  water  places  a  steam  engine  in  the  base- 
ment, on  a  stone  and  brick  foundation,  into  which  it  is  fastened  by 
iron  rods,  and  uses  it  for  the  purpose  of  propelling  the  machinery 
at  such  times  only  as  the  water  proves  insufficient  for  that  pur}>ose, 
such  engine  does  not  become  subject  to  the  mortgage,  but  may  be 
removed  from  the  premises.®  A  portable  boiler  and  engine  are  per- 
sonal property,*  and  the  attachment  to  the  realty  of  an  engine  merely 
by  bolts  and  the  necessary  fittings  is  not  such  that  its  character  as 
personalty  cannot  be  protected  by  agreement.^*  likewise,  an  engine 
attached  to  the  realty  by  one  in  possession  as  tenant  by  the  curtesy, 
for  the  purpose  of  trade  and  agriculture,  belongs  to  his  executor  and 
not  to  the  fee  owner.** 

31.  Factory  Machinery. — It  was  early  decided  in  a  number  of 
oases  that  the  machinery  of  a  cotton  or  woolen  factory  is  not  a  fixture. 
It  seems  to  have  been  so  decided  because  of  its  light  attachment  by 
nails,  screws,  and  cleats."  And  it  was  so  held  as  to  such  machinery 
as  the  carding  machines,  which  were  not  actually  attached  but  which 
were  not  capable  of  being  removed  from  the  building  without  being 
taken  apart.**  On  the  contrary,  however,  and  generally  in  the  more 
recent  cases  in  which  the  criterion  of  mere  attachment  is  not  allowed 
to  outweigh  the  circumstances  and  intention  of  its  installation,  ma- 
chinery in  a  cotton  or  woolen  factory,  including  the  carders,  spinning 
jacks,  looms  and  other  machinery  properly  belonging  to  the  mill  and 

6.  Sweetzer  v.  Jones,  35  Vt  317,  82  And  in  Tifft  v.  Horton,  53  N.  Y.  377, 
Am.  Dec.  639.  13  Am.  Rep.  537,  it  was  held  that  an 

Note:  17  Am.  Dec.  691.  engine  and  boiler  continued  to  be  per- 

7.  Note:  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  380.  sonal  property  until  a  porchase  money 

8.  Randolph  v.  Gwynne,  7  N.  J.  Eq.  note  was  paid,  as  i^ainat  a  prior  mort- 
88,  51  Am.  Dec.  265.  gage  of  the  realty. 

9.  Notes:  83  Am.  Dee.  669;  18  A,  11.  Overman  v.  Sasaer,  107  N.  C. 
S.  R.  907;  3  L.R.A.  33;  4  L.R.A.  674  ;  432,  12  S.  E.  64, 10  URA.  722. 

10  L.R.A.  722  ;  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  376.  Note:  37  Am.  Dec  494. 

10.  Davis  T.  Bliss,  187  N.  T.  77,  79  12.  Swift  v.  Thompson,  9  Conn.  63, 
N.  £.  851,  10  L.R.A.(N.S.)  458.  See  21  Am.  Dec.  718;  Creson  v.  Stoat,  17 
supra,  par.  8  et  seq.,  as  to  effect  of  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  116,  8  Am.  Dec.  373: 
agreement  generally.  Teaff  t.  Hewitt,  1  Ohio  St.  511,  ^  Am. 

In  Hendy  v.  Dinkerhoff,  S7  Cal.  3,  Dec.  634. 
40  Am.  Rep.  107,  it  was  held  that  the     18.  Gale  v.  Ward,  14  Maaa.  362,  7 
lessor  of  an  engine  and  boiler  to  a  Am.  Dec.  223;  Tobias  t.  Fnneis,  3  Tt. 
vendee  in  possession  could  recover  pea-  ^25^  23  Am.  Dee.  217. 
aesfflon  or  their  valne  as  against  the     Note:  14  Am.  Dee.  303. 
vendor,  on  failore  of  the  venoee  to  per- 
form. 
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necessary  to  its  operation  as  a  plant,  is  deemed  to  be  part  of  the 
realty,  though  held  in  position  merely  by  its  own  weight  or  attached 
to  the  building  only  by  cleats  or  screws.'* 

V.  Remedies  aud  Pbocedurb 

32,  Remedies. — Injunction  lies  to  prevent  the  wrongful  removal 
of  a  fixture  from  tlie  realty  by  one  who  claims  to  have  purchased  it  as 
personalty.'*  Detinue  or  replevin  will  not  lie  for  the  recovery  of 
^xtures  which  are  attached  to  and  a  part  of  the  realty,'*  but,  on  the 
principle  that  an  article  does  not  become  a  fixture  unless  it  has  been 
attached  by  or  with  the  consent  of  the  owner  of  such  article,  if  one 
wrongfully  attaches  to  his  land  the  chattels  of  another  the  owner  may 
maintain  replevin  or  claim  and  delivery  to  recover  them  if  they  can 
be  identified.''  Such  an  action  also  lies  when  the  fixtures  have  wrong- 
fully been  severed  from  the  realty,"  unless  the  land  is  held  ad- 
versely.'* A  mortgagee  not  in  possession  cannot  maintain  an  action 
of  replevin  against  a  bona  fide  purchaser  of  a  fixture  severed  from  the 
mortgaged  premises  and  sold  by  the  mortgagor  while  in  possession ;  ** 
but  he  can  maintain  an  action  to  recover  the  value  of  fixtures  unlaw- 
fully removed  from  the  mortgaged  premises,'  without  regard  to  the 
sufficiency  of  his  security.*  The  right  of  a  person  to  remove  fixtures 
attached  by  him  to  land  with  the  consent  of  the  owner,  and  the 
exercise  by  him  of  that  right,  is  a  breach  of  a  covenant  of  seisin  and 
right  to  convey,  in  a  deed  not  expressly  excepting  tsuch  fixtures,* 
though  where  the  right  of  the  third  person  to  remove  a  fixture  j» 
extinguished  the  loss  caused  by  a  subsequent  removal  cannot  be 
charged  against  the  vendor  or  his  covenants  in  the  deed,  as  in  such 

14.  Ottnmwa  Woolen  Mill  Go.  v.  Stock,  34  HI  522,  85  Am.  Dee  332  and 

Hawley,  44  la.  57,  24  Am.  Rep.  719 ;  note :  Congregational  Soc.  of  Dubuque 

Hopew^l  Mills  v.  Taunton  Sav.  Bank,  v.  Fleming,  11  la.  533,  79  Am.  Dee. 

150  Mass.  519,  23  N.  E.  327,  15  A.  S.  511;  Cresson  v.  Stout,  17  Johns.  (N. 

R.  235,  6  URJi.  249;  Cavis  v.  Beck-  Y.)  116,  8  Am.  Dec.  373. 

ford.  62  N.  H.  229,  13  A.  S.  R.  554;  19.  Anderson  v.  Hapler,  34  HI.  436, 

Harlan  v.  Harlan,  15  Pa.  St.  507,  53  85  Am.  Dec.  318. 

Am.  Dec.  612.  20.  McKelvey  v.  Creevey,  72  Conn. 

Note:  18  A.  S.  R.  907.  464,  45  Atl.  4,  77  A.  S.  R.  321. 

16.  State  Security  Bank  v.  Haskins,  1.  Lavenson  t.  Standard  Soap  Co.. 

130  la.  339,  106  N.  W.  764,  8  L.R.A.  80  Cal.  245,  22  Pac  184,  13  A.  S.  R. 

(N.S.)  376.  147  and  note. 

16.  Cresson  v.  Stout,  17  Johns.  (N.  Note:  77  A.  S.  R.  326. 

Y.)  116,  8  Am.  Dee.  373;  McFadden     2.  Gooding  v.  Shea,  103  Mass.  360, 

V,  Crawford,  36  W.  Va.  671,  15  S.  E.  4  Am.  Rep.  563. 

408,  32  A.  S.  R.  894  and  note.  3.  Heraog  v.  Marx,  202  N.  Y.  1,  94 

17.  Eisenhauer  v.  Qninn,  36  Mont.  N.  E.  1063,  35  L.R.A.(N.S.)  976  and 
368,  93  Pac.  38,  122  A.  S.  B.  370. 14  note.  See  generally.  Covenants,  vol. 
L.R.A.{N.S.)  435.  7,  p.  1155  et  seq.,  as  to  breach  of  cove- 

18.  Anderson  v.  Hapler,  34  Bl.  436,  nants  of  seisin. 
85  Am.  Dec.  318  and  note;  Ogden  v. 
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a  case  the  grantGe's  cause  of  action  is  against  the  one  making  the 
wrongful  removal.^  Trespass  may  be  maintained  for  taking  and 
carrying  away  fixtures,*  and  while  generally  trespass  will  not  lie  by 
a  tenant  in  common  of  a  chattel  or  fixture  against  his  cotenant  for 
its  appropriation  or  removal,*  yet  where  tlie  severance  and  removal 
of  a  fixture  by  a  tenant  in  common  are  a  practical  destruction  of  the 
common  property  his  cotenant  may  maintain  trespass  against  him7 
In  some  states  there  is  statutory  authority  for  levying  an  attachment 
on  fixtures  under  the  statutory  conditions  to  the  levy  of  an  attachment 
on  realty,^  and  fixtures  which  a  party  has  a  right  by  agreement  to 
remove  may  be  levied  on  under  an  attachment  as  personal  property.* 
A  fixture  removable  by  agreement  may  be  levied  on  under  an 
execution.^* 

33.  Questions  of  Law  and  Fact. — Generally,  the  question  whether 
or  not  a  particular  article  is  a  chattel  or  fixture  is  a  mixed  ques- 
tion of  law  and  fact,'^  though  when  the  facts  sxe  admitted  or  un- 
disputed the  question  of  law  only  remains.**  When  the  particular 
case  involves  a  consideration  of  the  tests  of  the  mode  of  annexation, 
the  purp(^  or  use  to  which  the  article  is  to  be  put,  and  the  intention,** 
this  takes  the  case  to  the  trier  of  the  facts.**  Where,  however,  articles 
are  stamped  with  the  appearance  of  fixtures  by  their  mode  of  annexa- 
tion, they  pass  by  a  conveyance,  and  evidence  of  the  intent  of  the 
vendor  in  placing  certain  articles  on  the  realty  or  to  show  the  under^ 
standing  of  the  parties  as  to  whether  certain  property  was  part  of  the 
realty,  is  not  competent  to  vary  the  terms  and  effect  of  the  deed.** 

4.  Longhran  v.  Rosa,  45  N.  T.  792*  12.  Roderick  v.  Sanborn,  108  Me. 

6  Am.  Kep.  173.  159,  76  Atl.  263,  20  Ann.  Cas.  469,  30 

Note:  35  L.RA.(N.S.)  976.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1189. 

B.  Wadleigh  v.  Janvrin,  41  N.  H.  13.  See  sdpra,  par.  3  et  aeq. 

503,  77  Am.  Dec.  780.  14.  Miller  v.  Waddingham,  91  Cal. 

6.  Gibson  v.  Vaughn,  2  Bailey  L.  (S.  377,  27  Pac.  750,  13  L.R.A.  680;  San- 
C.)  389,  23  Am.  Dec.  143.  itarv  Dist.  of  Chicago  v.  Cook,  169 

7.  Symonds  v,  Harris,  51  Me.  14,  81  III.  184,  48  N.  E.  461,  61  A.  S.  R.  161, 
Am.  Dee.  553.  See  generally,  Coten-  39  L.R.A.  369;  Capehart  v.  Foster,  61 
ANCT,  vol.  7,  p.  891  et  seq.  Minn.  132,  63  N.  W.  257,  52  A.  S.  R. 

8.  Giddings  v.  Freedley,  128  Fed.  582;  Matter  of  New  York,  192  N.  Y. 
355,  63  C.  C.  A.  85,  65  L.R.A.  327;  295,  84  N.  E.  1105,  127  A.  S.  R.  903, 
McPadden  v.  Crawford,  36  W.  Va.  671,  18  L.R.A.(N.S.)  423;  RnsseU  v.  Meyer, 


9.  Morcy  v.  Hoyt,  62  Conn.  542,  26  637;  Philadelphia  Mortgage,  etc,  Co. 


10.  Broaddiis  v.   Smith,  121   Ala.  72  A.  S.  R.  138,  44  L.R.A.  559. 
335,  26  So.  34,  77  A.  S.  R.  61.    See      Note :  53  Am.  Rep.  5. 

generally,  Levt  and  Seizure,  15.  Wadleigh  v.  Janmn,  41  N.  H. 

11.  Hook  v.  Bolton,  199  Mass.  244,  503,  77  Am.  Dec.  780;  Honie  t.  Smith, 
85  N.  E.  175,  127  A.  S.  R.  487,  17  105  N.  C.  322,  11  S.  B.  373, 18  A.  8- 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  699;  PhUadelphia  Mort-  R.  903. 

gage,  etc.,  Co.  v.  Miller,  20  Wash.  607,     Note:  30  A.  S.  B.  491. 
56  Pac  382,  72  A,  S.  R.  138,  44  L.R.A. 


15  S.  E.  408,  32  A.  S.  R.  894. 


7  N.  D.  335,  75  N.  W.  262,  47  L.R.A. 


Atl.  127,  19  L.R.A.  611. 


V.  Miller,  20  Wash.  607,  66  Pac.  382, 


659. 
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II.  Matters  of  Regulation 

III.  Articles  of  Food  Affected 

IV.  Civil  Liadility 

V.  Penalties,  SeizCrbs  and  Forfeitures 
VI.  Cbzmiital  Responsibility 


I.  Generally — Statutory  Regulations 

1.  Subject  Discussed 

2.  Validity  of  Statutes  in  General 

3.  Particular  Constitutional  Objections 

4.  Federal  aud  State  Anthority 
6.  Municipal  Ordinances 

6.  Regulations  of  Health  Boards  and  Food  Comnusaicmai 

7.  Canons  of  Construction 

8.  Licoiae,  Registration  and  Inspection  Laws 


II.  Matters  of  Regulation 

9.  Generally 

10.  Purity,  Adulteration,  Wholesomeness 

11.  Imitation,  Imposition 

12.  Labeling  or  Branding  Generally 

13.  What  Constitutes  Misbranding 

14.  "Packages"  Referred  to  by  Federal  Statute 

m.  Articles  of  Food  Affected 


15.  Definitions 

16.  Patented  Articles 

17.  Milk,  in  General 

18.  Standanls  of  Purity  of  Milk 

19.  Tuberculin  Test 

20.  Oleomargarine  or  Butter  Substitutes,  in  General 

21.  Nature  of  Statutes  Affecting  Oleomai^arine 

22.  Bread 

23.  Meats 
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IV.  avU  LlabiUty 

26.  Sales  of  Unwholesome  Food  in  General 

26.  Foundation  of  liability — Warranty 

27.  Articles  Purchased  for  Resale,  Not  CousumptiQn 

28.  Provisions  Sold  in  Packages,  Cans,  etc 

20,  Retailer's  Liability  for  Omned  or  Sealed  Pioviuoni 

V.  Penalties,  Seiztires  and  Forfeitures 

30.  Penalties 

31.  Seizure  and  Forfeitures  Generally 

32.  Basis  of  Power  to  Seize  and  Destroy 

33.  Practice  under  Federal  Statute 

VL  Criminal  Responsibility 

34.  Generally 

35.  Eoiowte^e,  Intent 

36.  Persons  Responsible ;  Sales  by  AgeaU 

37.  Sales  to  Dealers  Not  Consumers 

38.  Procedure  Generally 

39.  Indictment  or  Information 

40.  Evidence 


I,  Generally — Statutory  RBauLATiONS 

1.  Subject  Discussed. — ^Until  quite  recent  times  the  law  relating  to 
food  might  be  found  almost  entirely  in  the  decisions  of  the  courts, 
and  in  an  extremely  small  number  of  opinions  at  that.  The  epoch 
marked  by  the  last  decades  of  the  ninete«itb  century  has  made,  how- 
ever, in  this  matter,  as  in  social  and  economic  affairs  generally,  very 
great  changes.  Prior  to  the  time  mentioned  little  or  no  attention 
had  been  given  by  legislatures  to  the  securing  of  purity  and  whole- 
someness  of  food  products;  and  indeed  little  or  no  necessity  therefor 
had  arisen.  Of  a  sudden,  however,  there  sprang  into  existence  in- 
numerable means,  devices,  and  inventions  for  the  production  and 
manufacture  of  new  foods,  and  imitations  of  and  sulM^tutes  for  old 
ones;  as  well  as  new  modes  of  preparing,  preserving,  packing  and 
marketing  articles  of  diet.  These  innovations  have  given  rise  to 
much  legation,  consisting  at  lirst  in  scattering  enactments,  but  now 
constituting  a  well  rounded  out  chapter  in  the  codes  of  most  if  not 
all  of  the  states.  These  laws,  together  with  the  common  law  announce- 
ments, which  relate  almost  entirely  to  the  civil  liability  of  vendors 
of  food,  constitute  the  matters  herein  considered.  In  a  sense  intoxicat- 
ing liquors  are  food,  but  the  legal  principles  affecting  intoxicants 
constitute  an  independent  subject  of  tiie  law,  and  hence  are  Mititled 

1094 


Digitized  by 


U  B.  C.  L. 


FOOD 


to  a  separate  treatment.*  Drugs  are  in  the  same  situation Less 
nearly  related  to  the  subject  in  hand  are  numerous  other  topics  of  the 
!aw,  which  are  considered  in  their  proper  places.* 

2.  Validity  of  Statutes  In  GeneraL — Food  laws  have  been  enacted 
probably  in  all  of  the  states,  and  have  been  universally  held  valid  when 
reasonable.  That  the  legislature  haa  power  to  regulate  the  manufac- 
ture and  sale  of  articles  of  food,  even  though  the  right  so  to  manu- 
facture and  sell  be  called  a  natural  right,  is  so  wdl  established  as 
hardly  to  require  the  citation  of  authorities.*  Such  legislation  is  not 
open  to  the  objection  that  it  transcends  the  limits  of  legislative  au- 
thori.^,  its  purpose  and  object  being  the  protection  of  the  lives,  health, 
comfort,  and  safety  of  all  persons;  and  for  securing  this  purpose, 
persons  and  property  are  subjected  to  many  restraints  and  burdens. 


1.  See  iNTOXiCATiHa  Liquors.  80,  50  Am.  Rep.  3 j  Haesing  t.  Rock 

2.  See  Obdos  and  DBtToaisrs,  vol.  9,  Island,  128  III.  465,  21  N.  E.  558, 
p.  696.  15  A.  S.  R.  129;  Chicago  v.  Schmid- 

3.  See  Animals,  vol.  1,  p.  1055;  inger,  243  HI.  167,  90  N.  E.  369, 
Crops,  vol.  8,  p.  254;  Game  Laws;  17  Ann.  Cas.  614,  44  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
Heawh;  Ice;  Internal  Revenxie;  632;  People  v.  William  Henning  Co., 
License;  Markets;  Peddlers;  Sun-  260  HI.  554,  103  N.  E.  530,  49  L.R.A. 
DATS  AND  Holidays;  Taxation;  (N.S.)  1206;  Isenhour  v.  State,  157 
Weiohts  and  Measures.  Ind.  517,  26  N.  E.  40,  87  A.  S.  R. 

4.  Powell  v.  Pennsylvania,  127  U.  228;  State  v.  Sehlenker,  112  la. 
8.  678,  8  S.  Ct.  992,  1257,  32  U.  S.  642,  84  N.  W.  698,  84  A.  S.  R.  360, 
(L.  ed.)  253;  Walker  v.  Pennsylvania,  51  L.R.A.  347;  State  v.  Armour  Pack- 
127  XJ.  S.  699,  8  S.  Ct.  997,  32  U.  S.  ing  Co.,  124  la.  323,  100  N.  W.  59,  2 
(L.  ed.)  261;  Plumley  v.  Massachu-  Ann.  Cas.  448;  State  v.  Fairmont 
setts,  155  U.  S.  461,  15  S.  Ct.  154,  39  Creamery  Co.  of  Nebraska,  153  la.  702, 
U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  223;  In  re  KoUoek,  165  133  N.  W.  895,  42  L.R.A.(N.S.)  821; 
U.  S.  526,  17  S.  a.  444,  41  U.  S.  (L.  Com.  v.  Huntley,  156  Mass.  236,  30 
ed.)  813;  Arbuckle  v.  Blackburn,  191  N.  E.  1127,  15  L.R.A.  839;  Com.  v. 
U.  S.  405,  24  S.  Ct.  148,  48  U.  S.  (L.  Wheeler,  205  Mass.  384,  91  N,  E.  415, 
ed.)  239;  McCrary  v.  United  States,  137  A.  S.  R.  456,  18  Ann.  Cas.  319; 
195  U.  S.  27,  24  S.  Ct  769, 49  U.  S.  (L.  Armour  &  Co.  v.  State  Dairy  and  Food 
ed.)  78,  1  Ann.  Cas.  561;  New  York  Com'r,  159  Mich.  1,  123  N.  W.  580, 
V.  Van  De  Carr,  199  U.  S.  652,  26  S.  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  616;  Butler  v.  Cham- 
Ct.  144,  50  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  305;  Armour  bers,  36  Minn.  69,  30  N.  W.  308,  1  A. 
Packing  Co.  v.  Lacy,  200  U.  S.  226,  26  S.  R.  638;  State  v.  Sherod,  80  Minn. 
S.  Ct.  232,  50  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  458;  St.  446,  83  N.  W.  417,  81  A.  S.  R.  268, 
John  V.  New  York,  201  U,  S.  633,  26  50  L.R.A.  660;  Nelson  v.  Minneapolis, 
S.  Ct.  554,  50  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  896,  5  112  Minn.  16, 127  N.  W.  445, 29  L.R.A. 
Ann.  Cas.  909;  North  American  Cold  (N.S.)  260;  State  v.  O'Connor,  115 
Storage  Co.  v.  Chicago,  211  U.  S.  306,  Minn.  339,  132  N.  W.  303,  Ann.  Cas. 
29  S.  Ct.  101,  53  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  195, 15  1912D  955,  35  L.R.A.(N.S.)  112; 
Ann.  Cas.  276;  Sehmidinger  v.  Chi-  State  v.  Brideman  &  Russell  Co.,  117 
cago,  226  U.  S.  578,  33  S.  Ct.  182,  57  Minn.  186,  134  N.  W.  496,  Ann.  Cas. 
U.  S.  (L.  ed;)  364,  Ann.  Cas.  1914B  1913D  41  and  note;  Alcorn  Cotton  Oil 
284;  McDermott  v.  Wisconsin,  228  U.  Co.  v.  State,  100  Miss.  299,  56  So.  397, 
S.  115,  33  S.  Ct.  431,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  40  L.RA.(N.S.)  875  and  dote;  St. 
39,  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  984,  reversing  Louis  v.  Grafeman  Dairy  Co.,  190  Mo. 
143  Wis.  18,  126  N.  W.  888,  21  Ann.  492,  89  S.  W.  617,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
Gas.  1315;  Raymond  t.  Fish,  51  Conn.  936;  St  Louis  t.  Liessing,  190  Mo. 
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They  ar«  presumed  to  be  rewarded  by  the  common  benefits  secured  * 
The  question  of  the  public  health  is  one  of  first  importance  in  ti)6 
regulation  and  control  of  human  affairs,  and  all  laws  or  ordinances 
enacted  for  that  purpose,  when  not  so  arbitrary  as  to  be  unnecessarily 
destructive  of  individual  property  rights,  are  quite  uniformly  upheld 
by  the  courts.'  Such  laws  and  regulations  are  enacted  in  pursuance 
and  are  subject  to  the  limitations  of  the  police  power  which  is  inherent 
in  all  sovereignties.'  Whether  in  a  given  instance  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  an  article  intended  for  human  consumption  is  deleterious 
to  health,  and  whether  the  public  welfare  demands  that  such  business 


464,  89  S.  W.  611,  4  Ann.  Cas.  112  (N.S.)  61G;  Nelson  v.  MinneapoUa, 
and  note,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  918;  Beha  112  Minn.  16, 127N.  W.  445, 29  L.R.A. 
V.  State,  67  Neb.  27,  93  N.  W.  155,  (N.S.)  260;  State  v.  O'Conner,  115 
2  Ann.  Cas.  846;  Freadrich  v.  State,  Minn.  339,  132  N.  W.  303,  Ann.  Cas. 
89  Neb.  343, 131  N.  W.  618,  34  LMJi.  1912D  955,  35  LJl.A.(N.S.)  U12;  St. 
(N.S.)  650;  In  re  Agnew,  89  Neb.  Louis  v.  Liessing,  190  Mo.  464,  89  S. 
306,  131  N.  W.  817,  Ann.  Cas.  1912C,  W,  611,  109  A.  S.  R.  774,  4  Ann. 
676,  35  L.R.A.(N.S.)  83G;  State  v.  Cas.  112, 1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  918;  State  v. 
Campbell,  64  N.  H.  402,  13  Atl.  585,  Campbell,  64  N.  H.  402,  13  Atl.  585, 
10  A.  S.  R.  419;  State  v.  Marshall,  04  10  A.  S.  R.  419;  SUte  v.  Normand,  70 
N.  H.  549,  15  Atl.  210,  1  L.R.A.  51;  N. '  H.  511,  85  Atl.  899.  Ann.  Cas. 
State  T.  Norwand,  76  N.  H.  541,  85  1913E  996;  Matter  of  Jacobs,  98  N. 
Atl.  899,  Ann.  Cas.  1913E-996;  Matter  Y.  98,  50  Am.  Rep.  630;  Hathaway  v. 
of  Jacobs,  98  N.  Y.  98,  50  Am.  Rep.  McDonald,  27  Wash.  659,  68  Poc.  376, 
636  and  note;  People  v.  West,  106  N.  91  A.  S.  R.  889.  And  see  Constitu- 
Y.  293,  12  N.  "E.  610,  60  Am.  Rep.  tional  Law,  vol.  G,  p.  20.3. 
452;  Crossman  v.  Lurman,  171  N.  Y.  7.  Isenbour  v.  State,  157  Ind.  517, 
329,  63  N.  E.  1097,  98  A.  S.  R.  599;  62  N.  E.  40,  87  A.  S.  R.  228;  State  v. 
Palmer  v.  State,  39  Ohio  St.  236,  48  Armonr  Packing  Co.,  124  la.  323,  100 
Am.  Rep.  429;  State  v.  Capital  City  N.  W.  59,  2  Ann.  Cas.  448;  State  v. 
Dairy  Co.,  G2  Ohio  St.  350,  57  N.  E.  Schlenker,  112  la.  642,  84  N.  W,  698, 
62,  57  L.R.A.  181;  State  v.  Smvth,  14  84  A.  S.  R.  360,  51  L.R.A.  347;  State 
R.  1. 100,  51  Am.  Rep.  344;  Hathaway  v.  Broadbelt,  89  Md.  565,  43  Atl.  771, 
V.  McDonald,  27  Wash.  659,  68  Pac.  73  A.  S.  R.  201,  45  L.RA.  433;  Butler 
37G,  CI  A.  S.  R.  889.  v.  Chambei-s,  36  Minn.  69,  30  N.  W. 

Notes:  78  A.  S.  R.  261;  41  L.R.A.  308,  1  A.  S.  R.  638;  St.  Louis  v.  Lies- 
(N.S.)  119;  21  Ann.  Cas.  1323;  Ann.  sing,  190  Mo.  464,  89  S.  W.  611,  109 
Ca.s.  1915A  45.  A.  S.  R.  774,  4  Ann.  Cas.  112,  1 

5.  State  V.  Campbell,  64  N.  H.  402,  L.R.A.(N.S.)  918;  State  v.  Normand, 
13  Atl.  585,  10  A.  S.  R.  419;  Com.  v.  70  N.  II.  541,  85  Atl.  899,  Ann.  Cas. 
Pflaum,  236  Pa.  St.  294,  84  Atl.  842,  1913E  996;  Matter  of  Jacobs,  98  N. 
Ann.  Cas.  1913E  1287.  And  see  Con-  Y.  OS.  50  Ara.  Rep.  636;  People  v. 
STiTDTioNAL  Law,  Vol.  6,  p.  214.        Bicsecker,  169  N.  Y.  53,  61  N.  E.  990, 

6.  New  York  v.  Van  De  Carr,  199  88  A.  S.  R.  534,  57  L.R.A.  178;  Com. 
U.  S.  552,  26  S.  Ct.  144,  50  U.  S.  (L.  v.  Pflaum,  236  Pa.  St.  294,  84  AtL 
ed.)  305;  State  v.  Broadbelt,  89  Md.  842.  Ann.  Cas.  191 3E  1287. 

565,  43  Atl.  771,  73  A.  S.  R.  201,  45      Note:  1  A.  S.  R.  645. 

L.R.A.  433;   Com.  v.  Wheeler,  205      For  a  general  discussion  of  the  scope 

Mass.  384,  91  N.  E.  415,  137  A.  S.  R.  and  limitations  of  the  police  power, 

456,  18  Ann.  Cas.  319 ;  Armonr  &  Co.  see  CoNsrrrDTiONAL  Law,  vd.  6,  p. 

V.  State  Dairy  and  Food  Com'r.,  159  183  et  seq. 

Mieb.  1,  123  N.  W.  580,  25  L.R.A. 
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be  prohibited,  axe  properly  questions  of  fact  and  policy  exclusively 
for  the  determination  of  the  legislature.*  The  legislative  declaration 
that  a  particular  article  is  unwholesome  is  generidly  accepted  by  the 
courts,  and  they  will  not  investigate  for  the  purpose  of  determining 
whether  the  declaration  of  the  legislature  was  warranted  by  the  facts.* 
Some  courte,  however,  have  not  hesitated  to  assert  that  if  it  be  an 
article  so  universally  conceded  to  be  wholesome  and  innocuous  that 
the  court  may  take  judicial  notice  of  it>  the  legislature,  under  the 
constitution,  has  no  right  to  prohibit  it  absolutely;  although  it  is 
admitted  that  if  there  is  a  dispute  as  to  the  fact  of  its  wholesomeness 
for  food  or  drink,  then  the  legislature  can  either  regulate  or  pro- 
hibit it.i« 

3.  Particular  Constitutional  Objections. — Ko  constitutional  obliga- 
tion rests  on  the  legislature  to  subject  every  article  of  fo'od  to  the 
same  regulation. Nor  is  the  fact  that  the  legislature  did  not  cover 
all  articles  of  food  a  just  ground  of  complaint  against  a  pure  food 
statute.^*  The  equal  protection  of  the  laws  clause  in  the  federal 
constitution  contemplates  classes  of  persons,  and  the  protection  is 
deemed  equal  if  all  persons  in  the  same  class  are  treated  alike  under 
like  circumstances  and  conditions.  The  classification  must,  however, 
be  based  upon  reasonable  grounds.  Therefore  an  act  prescribing  cer- 
tain sanitary  regulations  to  be  observed  by  those  who  supply  milk  to 
cities,  towns,  and  villages,  makes  a  reasonable  classification  of  persons 
by  whom  the  sale  of  impure  milk  would  be  especially  injurious  to  the 
public,  and  the  act,  being  applicable  to  all  persons  of  that  class,  is 
valid,  although  other  persons  selling  milk  in  the  country  are  not 
included.*'  Likewise  baking  powders  may  be  treated  as  a  class,  with- 
out being  subject  to  the  objection  of  being  class  legislation.**  The 
police  power  may  be  delegated  to  a  municipal  corporation  to  enable 
it  to  enact  reasonable  ordinances  to  secure  pure  and  unadulterated 

8.  People  V.  Price,  267  III.  587,  101  L.R.A.  660;  Freadrich  t.  State,  89 
N.  E.  196,  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  1154;  Neb.  343,  131  N.  W.  618,  34  L,R.A. 
Com.  V.  Pflaam,  236  Pa.  St.  294,  84  (N.S.)  650;  Com.  v.  Pflaum,  236  Pa. 
Atl.  842,  AnD.  Cas.  1913E  1287.  St.  294,  84  Atl.  842,  Ann.  Cas.  1913E 

9.  People  v.  Price,  257  III.  587,  101  1287. 

N.  E.  196,  Ann.  Cas.  1914A  1154  and  12.  Freadrich  t.  State.  89  Neb.  343, 
note.  131  N.  W.  618,  34  L.R.A.(N.S.)  650. 

10.  State  V.  Layton,  160  Mo.  474,  61  13.  State  v.  Broadbelt,  89  Md.  565, 
S.  W.  171,  83  A.  S.  R.  487,  62  L.R.A.  43  Atl.  771,  73  A.  S.  R.  201,  45  L.R.A. 
163 ;  St.  Louis  v.  Liessiog,  190  Mo.  464,  433.  For  a  full  discussion  of  classifica- 
89  S.  W.  611, 109  A.  S.  R.  774,  4  Ann.  tion  under  the  equal  protection  clause 
Cas.  112,  1  L.1t.A.(N.S.)  018.  And  see  Constitdtional  Law,  vol.  6,  p. 
see  CONSTrnmONAL  Law,  vol.  6,  p.  373  et  seq. 

237.  14.  State  v.  Sherod,  80  Mum.  446, 

11.  State  V.  Sherod,  80  Minn.  446,  83  N.  TV.  417,  81  A.  S.  R.  268,  50 
83  N.  W.  417,  81  A.  S.  R.  268,  50  LJI.A.  660. 
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food.**  In  view  of  the  recognized  necessities  of  the  case,  it  is  gen- 
erally admitted  that  the  moat  extensive  powers  can  be  conferred  on 
boards  of  health  where  such  powers  are  necessary  and  proper  for  tiie 
protection  of  the  health  of  the  public.  The  right  of  the  l^lature 
to  delegate  to  such  bodies  the  power  to  mate  regulations  relating  to 
-the  pnSuction  and  distribution  of  food  appears  to  come  fairly  within 
this  rule.  This  right  has  been  expressly  upheld  in  numerous  cases.** 
A  provision  of  a  pure  food  law  that  within  ninety  days  after  its  pas- 
sage the  state  board  of  health  shall  adopt  measures  to  facilitate  its 
enforcement,  and  prepare  rules  regulating  standards,  defining  adulter- 
ations, and  declaring  methods  of  collecting  and  examining  foods  and 
drugs,  has  been  held  not  to  be  a  delegation  of  legislative  power.*' 
And  a  statute  imposing  a  penalty  for  selling  adulterated  milk,  and 
declaring  adulteration  to  be  the  "addition  of  wator  or  any  other  sub- 
stance or  thing"  to  milk,  is  not  unconstitutional  as  invading  the 
province  of  the  judiciary  to  construe  statutes.^*  An  act  forbidding 
the  manufacture  and  sale  of  adulterated  food,  drugs,  and  drinks, 
defining  such  articles,  prescribing  the  duties  of  the  state  board  of 
health  in  relation  thereto,  and  declaring  penalties  for  the  violation 
of  the  law,  is  not  violative  of  the  constitutional  requirement  that 
every  act  shall  embrace  but  one  subject,  which  shall  be  expressed  in 
its  title.**  And  an  amendatory  provision  in  a  statute,  fixing  a  stand- 
ard of  pure  food  and  providing  means  to  prevent  deception  in  the 
sale  of  such  food,  is  within  the  original  title  of  an  act  to  provide  for 
the  appointment  of  a  dairy  and  food  commissioner,  and  to  define 
his  powers  and  duties  and  fix  his  compensation.^*^ 

4.  Federal  and  State  Authority. — That  Congress  has  ample  power 
to  keep  the  channels  of  interstate  commerce  free  from  the  transporta- 
tion of  illicit  or  harmful  articles,  and  to  bar  them  from  the  facilities 
and  privileges  thereof,  is  no  longer  open  to  doubt*  But  it  by  no 
means  follows  that  the  state  is  not  permitted  to  make  regulations 
with  a  view  to  the  protection  of  its  people  against  fraud  or  imposition 

15.  Norfolk  V.  Flynn,  101  Va.  473,  62  N.  E.  40,  87  A.  S.  B.  228.  See  gen- 
44  S.  E.  717,  99  A.  S.  R.  918,  62  L.R.A.  erally  Statutes. 

771.  20.  Pratt  Food  Co.  v.  Bird,  148 

16.  State  V.  Normand,  76  N.  H.  541,  Mich.  631,  112  N.  W.  701,  118  A.  S. 
85  Atl.  899,  Ann.  Gas.  1913E  996  and  R.  601. 

note.  And  see  Health.  1.  Butterfield  v.  Stranahan,  192  U.  S. 

17.  Isenhour  v.  State,  157  Ind.  517,  470,  24  S.  Ct.  349,  48  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
62  N.  B.  40,  87  A.  8.  R.  228.  As  to  525;  McDermott  v.  Wisconsin,  228  U. 
delegation  of  legislative  power  gener-  S.  115,  33  S.  Ct.  631,  57  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
ally,  see  Coksiitdtiohal  Law,  vol.  6,  754,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  39,  47  UltA. 
p.  164.  (N.S.)  984. 

18.  State  T.  Schlenker,  112  la.  642,     Note:  21  Ann.  Cas.  1323. 

84  N.  W.  698,  84  A.  S.  B.  360,  61  And  see  Goukebce,  vol.  5,  p.  763 
L.R.A.  347.  et  seq. 

19.  IsenhoiiT  v.  State,  157  IncL  517, 
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by  impure  food  or  drugs.  On  the  contrary,  the  power  of  the  state  to 
make  regulations  concerning  the  same  subject  matter,  reasonable  in 
their  terms,  and  not  in  conflict  with  the  acts  of  Congress,  frequently 
has  been  recognized**  Such  legislation  may  indeed  indirectly  or 
incidentally  affect  trade  in  such  products  transported  from  one  state 
to  another  state,  but  the  circumstance  does  not  show  that  laws  of  this 
character  are  inconsistent  with  the  power  of  Congress  to  regulate  com- 
merce among  the  states.'  So  it  may  be  taken  to  be  settled  that  the 
power  of  a  state  to  prohibit  within  its  borders  the  sale  of  adulterated 
food  is  not  repugnant  to  the  commerce  clause  of  ^e  federal  constitu- 
tion but  is  a  valid  exercise  of  the  police  power  of  the  state.*  But  it  is 
equally  well  established  that  the  state  may  not,  under  the  guise  of  exer- 
dsing  its  police  power  or  otherwise,  impose  burdens  upon  or  discrim- 
inate against  interstate  commerce,  nor  may  it  enact  legislation  in 
conflict  with  the  statutes  of  Congress  passed  for  the  regulation  of  the 
subject.*  The  state,  however,  is  clothed  with  the  power  to  regulate 
the  domestic  sale  of  food  products  after  their  shipment  into  the  state;  * 
but  it  may  not  prohibit  the  importation  and  sale  within  the  state  of 
a  pure  article  of  commerce,  so  long  as  it  remains  in  the  original  pack- 


2.  Savage  v.  Jones,  225  U.  S.  601,  587,  101  N.  E.  196,  Ann.  Gas.  1914A 
32  S.  Ct.  715,  66  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1182;  1154;  Fox  v.  State,  89  Md.  381,  43 
MeDermott  v.  Wisconsin,  228  U.  S.  Atl.  775,  73  A.  S.  R.  193;  Com.  v. 
115,  33  S.  Ct  431,  57  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  Huntley,  155  Mass.  598,  30  N.  E.  1142, 
764,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  39,  47  L.R.A.  15  L.R. A.  809 ;  Armour  v.  State  Dairy, 
(N.S.)  984;  State  v.  Feet,  80  Vt.  449,  etc,  Com'r.,  159  Mich.  1,  123  N.  W. 
68  Atl.  661, 130  A.  S.  R.  998, 14  L.B^.  580,  26  L.R.A.(N.S.)  616;  Grossman 
(N.S.)  677;  MeDermott  v.  State,  143  v.  Lurman,  171  N.  Y.  329,  63  N.  E. 
Wis.  18,  126  N.  W.  888,  21  Ann.  Cas.  1097,  98  A.  S.  R.  599;  Hathaway  v. 
1315.  And  see  Couuebcs,  vol.  5,  p.  McDonald,  27  Wash.  659,  68  Pac.  376, 
702.  91  A.  S.  R.  889;  MeDermott  v.  SUte, 

3.  Plumley  v.  Massachusetts,  155  U.  143  Wis.  18,  126  N.  W.  888,  21  Ann. 
S.  461, 15  S.  Ct  154,  39  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  Gas.  1315. 

223;  Grossman  v.  Lurman,  192  U.  S.  Notes:  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)   880;  47 

189,  24  S.  Ct  234,  48  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  L.R.A.(N.S.)  985. 

401 ;  MeDermott  v.  State,  143  Wis.  18,  And  see  Commerce,  vol.  5,  p.  780. 

126  N.  W.  888,  21  Ann.  Cas.  1315.  6.  Brimmer  v.  Rebman,  138  U.  S.  78, 

4.  Powell  V.  Pennsylvania,  127  U.  S.  11  S.  Gt  213,  34  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  862; 
678,  8  S.  Ct  992,  1257,  32  U.  S.  (L.  MeDermott  v.  Wisconsin,  228  U.  S. 
ed.)  253;  Plumley  v.  Masaaehusetts,  115,  33  S.  Ct  431,  57  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
155  U.  S.  461,  15  S.  Gt  154,  39  U.  S.  754,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  39,  47  L.R.A. 
(L.  ed.)  223;  Capital  City  Dairy  Co.  (N.S.)  984  and  note;  State  v.  Peet 
V.  Ohio,  183  U.  S.  238,  22  S.  Gt.  120,  80  Vt  449,  68  AU.  661,  130  A.  S.  R. 
46  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  171;  Arbuckle  v.  998,  14  L.BA.(K.S.)  677.  As  to  the 
Blackburn.  191  U.  S.  405, 24  S.  Ct.  148,  general  scope  of  state  and  federal 
48  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  239;  Grossman  v.  power  over  commerce,  see  Commerce, 
Lurman,  192  U.  S.  189,  24  S.  Ct.  234,  vol.  5,  p.  696  et  seq. . 

48  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  401;  Savage  v.  Jones,  6.  Fox  v.  State,  89  Md.  381,  43  Atl. 

226  U,  S.  501,  32  S.  Ct  715,  56  U.  S.  775,  73  A.  S.  R.  193;  Armour  v.  State 

(L.  ed.)  1182;  Arhureklev.  Blackburn,  Dairy,  etc.,  Com'r,  169  Mich.  1,  123 

113  Fed.  616,  51  C.  C.  A.  122,  65  N.  W.  580,  25  L.B.A.(N.S.)  616. 
LILA.  864;  People  v.  Price,  257  111. 
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age."  Likewise  a  state's  police  power  does  not  extend  to  prohibit  the 
keeping  of  unwholesome  meats  for  shipment  out  of  the  state,  this 

being  a  subject  confided  exclusively  to  the  commercial  powers  of  Con- 
gress. However,  a  provision  in  the  state  statute  that  the  flesh  of  calves 
less  than  four  weeks  old  shall  not  be  kept  "with  intent  to  sell  for  food 
purposes"  will  be  construed  as  having  only  an  intra  territorial  effect, 
and  so  construed  may  be  upheld,  being  severable  from  an  uncon- 
stitutional provision  of  the  statute  forbidding  shipment  of  such  flesh 
out  of  the  state.^  A  statute  prohibiting  the  coloring,  coating,  or  polish- 
ing of  an  article  intended  for  food,  whereby  damage  or  inferiority 
is  concealed,  is  not  it  seems  in  conflict  with  the  power  of  Congress 
to  r^ulate  commerce,  although  apphed  to  articles  sold  in  original 
packi'ges  imported  from  other  states.^  And  a  statute  prohibiting 
the  manufacture,  sale,  or  offer  for  sale  of  any  article  in  imitation 
of  yellow  butter,  but  providing  that  it  shall  not  prohibit  the  sale  of 
oleomargarine  in  its  real  character  free  from  anything  that  looks  like 
butter,  is  not  void  as  a  regulation  of  commerce  even  as  applied  to  the 
sale  of  oleomargarine  in  the  original  packages  in  which  it  was  brought 
from  another  state.^'*  Of  course,  a  state  may  prohibit  the  manufac- 
ture of  oleomargarine  within  its  borders,  and  the  sale  of  such  an  article 
manufactured  therein.^' 

5.  Municipal  Ordinances. — Express  authority  to  pass  ordinances 
regulating  the  sale  of  food  is  conferred  ordinarily  upon  municipal 
corporations.^*  The  mere  fact  that  the  state,  in  the  exercise  of  the 
police  power,  has  made  certain  regulations  does  not  prohibit  a  munici- 
pality from  exacting  additional  requirements.  So  long  as  there  is  no 
conflict  between  the  two,  and  the  requirements  of  the  municipal 
by-law  are  not  in  themselves  pernicious,  as  being  unreasonable  or 
discriminatory,  both  will  stand.^*  Accordingly  it  has  been  held  that 
where  the  legislature  declares  that  it  is  unlawful  to  sell  milk  contain- 

7.  Schollenberger  v.  Pennsylvania,  11.  Fox  v.  State.  89  Md.  381, 43  Atl. 
171  V.  S.  1,  18  S.  Ct.  757,  43  U.  S.  775,  73  A.  S.  R.  193. 

(L.  ed.)  49;  Collins  v.  New  Hamp-  12.  Trigg  v.  Dixon,  96  Ark.  199, 131 
shire,  171  U.  S.  30,  18  S.  Ct.  768,  43  S.  W.  695,  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  509;  Koy 
U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  60;  Fox  v.  State,  89  v.  Chicago,  263  111.  122,  104  N.  E. 
Md.  381,  43  Atl.  775,  73  A.  S.  R.  193;  1104,  Ann.  Cas.  1915C  67;  Salt  Lake 
In  re  Agnew,  89  Neb.  306,  131  N.  W.  City  v.  Howe,  37  Utah  170,  106  Pao. 
317,  Ann.  Cas.  19120  676,  35  L.R.A.  705,  Ann.  Cas.  1912C  189. 
(N.S.)  836.  For  a  discussion  of  the  13.  In  re  Hoffman,  155  Cal.  144,  99 
original  package  doctrine,  see  Com-  Pac.  517,  132  A.  S.  R.  75;  Frost  v. 
ME8CE,  vol.  5,  p.  709.  Chicago,  178  111.  250,  52  N.  E.  869,  69 

8.  State  V.  Peet,  80  Vt.  449,  68  Atl.  A.  S.  R.  301,  49  LJR.A.  657;  Chicago 
661,  130  A.  S.  R.  998, 14  LJt.A.(N.S.)  v.  Union  Ice  Cream  Mfg.  Co.,  252  111. 
677.  311,  96  N.  E.  872,  Ann.  Cas.  1912D 

9.  Arbuckle  v.  Blackburn,  113  Fed.  675;  State  v.  Fourcade,  45  La.  Ann. 
616,  51  C.  C.  A.  122,  65  L.R.A.  864.  717, 13  So.  187,  40  A.  S.  R.  249;  Hard- 

10.  Com.  V.  Huntley,  155  Mass.  598,  in  v.  Radford,  112  Va.  547,  72  S.  B. 
30  N.  E.  1142, 15  L.B.A.  809.  101,  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  858. 
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ing  leas  than  a  given  percentage  of  solids,  of  which  a  certain  portion 
shall  be  milk  fat,  an  ordinance  requiring  of  the  milk  vended  in  the 
municipality  a  larger  percentage  of  solids,  if  not  in  its  exactions  unrea- 
sonable, does  no  violence  to  the  laws  of  the  state.'*  But  it  must  be 
remembered  that  the  laws  of  the  state  operate  within  the  limits  of 
municipal  corporations  the  same  as  elsewhere,  unless  otherwise  clearly 
provided  by  municipal  charter  or  statute.  Local  laws  and  regula- 
tions are  at  all  times  subject  to  the  paramount  authority  of  the  legis- 
lature.'* When  there  is  a  conflict  between  a  state  statute  and  a  muni- 
cipal ordinance,  the  ordinance  must  give  way  and  be  held  invalid 
rather  than  the  statute.'*  A  municipal  ordinance  requiring  the  inspec- 
tion of  all  milk  sold  within  the  city  limits,  and  providing  that  vendors 
thereof  shall  pay  a  license  fee,  is  not  extraterritorial  in  its  effect,  nor 
void  as  affecting  persons  beyond  the  city  limits,  when  it  only  touches 
those  who  come  within  the  limits  of  the  city  to  dispose  of  their  milk.'^ 
Provisions  of  an  ordinance  requiring  vendors  to  register  in  the  office 
of  the  health  commissioner  and  pay  a  fee  therefor,  and  those  requir- 
ing them  to  pay  a  license  fee,  are  severable,  so  that  one  may  be 
sustained  although  the  other  fails.'* 

6.  Relations  of  Health  Boards  and  Food  Commissioners. — The 
powers  of  health  boards  concerning  articles  of  food  should  be  con- 
strued in  order  to  effectuate  the  purpose  of  the  legislature.  Being  the 
agencies  created  to  prevent  the  outbreak  and  spread  of  disease,  and  to 
remove  causes  of  sickness,  the  presumption  is  always  in  favor  of 
them  and  their  action  will  not  be  interfered  with  unless  it  appears 
unreasonable  or  oppressive."  The  legality  of  the  acts  of  a  pure  food 
commissioner,  and  the  question  whether  he  is  exceeding  the  powers 
conferred  upon  him  by  the  law  under  which  he  is  authorized  to  act, 
may  be  tested  in  an  action  to  enjoin  him  from  the  commission  of  acts 
alleged  to  be  without  authority.** 

7,  Canons  of  Construction. — Pure  food  laws  are  enacted  as  a  means 
of  protecting  the  people  against  the  fraud  and  imposition  of  manu- 
facturers and  venders  of  inferior  and  unwliolesome  food  and  medicinal 
products.  Such  statutes  are  of  great  public  interest,  and  should  be 
no  interpreted  if  possible  within  sound  canons  of  construction,  as 

14.  In  re  Hoffman,  155  CiJ.  144,  99  17.  Norfolk  v.  Flynn,  101  Ya.  473, 
Pae.  517, 132  A.  S.  R.  75.  44  S.  E.  717, 99  A.  S.  R.  918, 62  L.RA. 

16.  Chicago  t.  Union  Ice  Cream  771. 
Hfg.  Co.,  252  m.  3U,  96  N.  E.  872,     18.  St  Lonis  v.  Orafeman  Dairv 
Ann.  Caa.  1912D  675.  See  Municipal  Co..  190  Mo.  492,  89  S.  W.  617,  i 
Corporations.  L.R.A.  (N.S.)  936. 

16.  In  re  Hoffman,  155  Cal.  144,  99     IB.  See  Heauth  for  a  fnll  discus- 
Pae.  517, 132  A.  S.  R.  75;  Chicago  v.  sion  of  the  powers  of  such  bodies. 
Union  lee  Cxeam  Mfg.  Co.,  252  111.     20.  State  v.  Casa  Gonntr  District 
311,  96  N.  E.  872,  Ann*  Cas.  1912D  Court,  17  N.  D,  285,  115  N.  W,  676, 
675;  Mantel  v.  State,  65  Tex.  Crim.  15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  331  and  note. 
456, 117  S.  W.  855, 131  A.  S.  R.  818. 
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to  secure  to  the  public  the  benefit  intended  by  the  legislature.* 
The  federal  Food  and  Drugs  Act  was  passed  by  Congress,  under  its 
authority  to  exclude  from  interstate  commerce  impure  and  adulterated 
food  and  drugs,  and  to  prevent  the  facilities  of  such  commerce  being 
used  to  enable  such  articles  to  be  transported  throughout  the  country 
from  their  place  of  manufacture  to  the  people  who  consume  and  use 
them,  and  it  is  in  the  light  of  the  purpose  and  of  the  power  exerted 
in  its  passage  by  Congress  that  this  act  must  be  considered  and  con- 
strued.* A  provision  of  a  pure  food  law  that  within  ninety  days  after 
its  passage  the  state  board  of  health  shall  adopt  measures  to  facilitate 
its  enforcement  does  not  postpone  the  taking  effect  of  Uie  law  until 
this  duty  is  performed.* 

8.  License,  Registration  and  Inspection  Laws. — ^A  very  common 
and  legitimate  method  of  regulating  occupations  and  business  coming 
within  the  scope  of  the  police  power  is  to  require  registration  and 
the  procurance  of  a  license  as  a  condition  of  the  privilege  of  engaging 
therein.*  Ordinances  requiring  that  a  license  be  taken  out  by  per- 
sons engaged  in  selling  milk  have  generally  been  held  valid  when 
reasonable  and  free  from  discrimination.*  A  condition  that  the  herd 
from  which  the  milk  is  supplied  be  submitted  to  inspection  before 
the  license  to  sell  milk  is  issued,  has  also  been  upheld.'  However  it 
has  been  decided  that  a  municipal  corporation  cannot,  under  the  gen- 
eral welfare  clause  of  its  charter,  require  persons  selling  milk  within 
its  limits  to  take  out  a  license ;  also  tiiat  a  municipality  cannot  claim 
implied  power  to  require  licenses  from  milk  dealers,  if  the  state  has 
undertaken  to  regulate  the  matter,  and  has  provided  for  licensing  the 
•  business;  also  that  arbitrary  power  to  grant  or  withhold  licenses  to 

1.  United  States  v.  Johnson,  221  U.  190  Mo.  492,  89  S.  W.  017,  1  LJt^ 
S.  488,  31  S.  Ct  627, 66  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  (N.S.)  93fi  and  note;  Adams  v.  Mil- 
823;  United  States  v.  Lewis,  236  U.  wankee,  144  Wis.  371, 129  N.  W.  518, 
S.  282,  35  S.  Ct  44;  Orofl  v.  State,  43  LJRA.(N.S.)  1066  and  note.  And 
171  Ind.  647,  85  N.  E.  769,  17  Ann.  see  Lic«hsb. 

Cas.  133.  And  see  Statutes.  6.  Miller  v.  Birmingjiain,  151  Ala. 

2.  MeDermott  v.  Wisconsin,  228  V.  469,  44  So.  388, 125  A  8.  R.  31;  St 
S.  115, 33  S.  Ct  431, 67  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  Lonis  v.  Grafeman  Dairy  Co.,  190  Mo. 
754,  Ann.  Cas.  1916A  39,  47  LJI.A.  492,  89  8.  W.  617, 1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  936 
(K.S.)  084;  United  States  T.Lexington  and  note;  Littlefield  v.  State,  42  Neb. 
MiU,  etc.,  Co.,  232  U.  8.  399,  34  8.  223,  60  N.  W.  724,  47  A.  8.  E.  697, 
Ct.  337,  68  U.  8.  (L.  ed.)  658,  L.BA.  28  L.R.A.  588. 

1915B  774.  An  ordinance  requiring  a  lioenae  of 

S.  Isenhonr  t.  State,  157  Ind.  617,  all  who  edl  milk  haa  been  hdd  invalid 

62  N.  £.  40,  87  A.  8.  B.  228.  under  charter  authority  to  license  petty 

4.  Tri^  T.  Dixon,  96  Ark.  199,  131  grocers,  hucksters  and  common  vicinal- 

8.  W.  695,  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  509;  ers.  State  v.  Smith,  67  Conn.  541,  35 

State  V.  Broadbelt,  89  Md.  565,  43  Atl.  Atl.  506,  52  A.  S.  R.  301. 

771,  73  A.  6.  R.  201,  45  LJt.A.  433;  6.  State  v.  Nelson,  66  Minn.  166,  68 

SUte  v.  Nelson,  66  Mum.  166,  68  N.  N.  W.  1066,  61  A.  8.  B.  399,  34  LiC.A. 

W.  1066,  61  A.  S.  R.  399,  34  L.R.A.  318. 

318;  St.  Lonis  v.  Orafeman  Dairy  Co., 
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milk  dealers  cannot  be  conferred  upon  the  board  of  health.'  Of  the 
same  class  and  character  of  le^lation  are  statutes  and  ordinances 
providing  that  food  shall  be  inspected  before  being  offered  for  eale 
and  that  a  specified  fee  shall  be  paid  for  the  purpose-  of  defraying 
the  costs  of  such  inspection.*  Charter  authority  to  provide  for  the 
inspection  of  milk  empowers  a  municipal  corporation  :to  require 
venders  to  register  in  the  office  of  a  health  commissioner.'  An  ordi- 
nance requiring  the  payment  of  a  license  fee  by  venders  to  pay  the 
salary  and  expenses  of  an  inspector,  is  not  in  conflict  with  a  statute 
forbidding  a  municipality  to  impose  any  tax,  fine,  or  penalty  on 
persons  selling  their  own  farm  or  domestic  products  in  the  city."  A 
provision  that  dairymen  shall  give  up  samples  to  inspectors  without 
compensation  is  also  sustained  as  a  valid  exercise  of  the  police  power.^^ 
Of  course  a  state  may  not,  under  the  guise  of  enacting  inspection 
laws,  make  discriminations  against  the  products  and  industries  of 
other  states  in  favor  of  its  own  products  and  industries.^* 

II.  Matters  of  RBGin^Tioir 

9.  Generally. — ^The  statutes  which  have  been  passed  in  respect  of 
the  manufacture  and  sale  of  articles  of  food  have  taken  in  recent 
times  a  variety  of  forms.  Indeed,  all  of  the  legislation  upon  the 
subject  is  of  quite  recent  enactment.  The  tendency  of  the  courts  as 
well  as  the  legislature  is  to  favor-  this  legislation,  and  seldom  have 
food  laws  been  held  invalid.  A  rtatute  forbidding  discrimination  in 
the  sale  of  milk,  cream  and  butter  fat  has  been  sustained.^*  The 
legislature  undoubtedly  has  power  to  protect  article  of  food  from 
being  exposed  where  they  will  accumulate  the  germ-laden  dust  of  the 
streets  or  permit  contact  with  flies.**  In  view  of  the  well  recognized 
medical  facts  that  the  germs  of  disease  are  distributed  by  flies  when 
they  come  in  contact  with  food  designed  for  human  consumption, 

7.  Bear  v.  Cedar  Rapids,  147  la.  10.  Norfolk  v.  Flynn,  101  Va.  473, 
341,  126  N.  W.  324»  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  44  S.  E.  717,  99  A.  S.  R.  918,  62 
1150  and  note.  L.R.A.  771. 

8.  Standard  Stock  Food  Co.  v.  11.  State  v.  Dupaqnier,  46  lia.  Ann. 
Wright,  225  U.  S.  540,  32  S.  Ct.  784,  577,  16  So.  502,  49  A.  S.  R.  334,  26 
56  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1197;  State  v.  Dupa-  L.R.A.  162. 

quier,  46  La.  Ann.  577,  15  So.  502,  49  Note:  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  918. 

A.  S.  R.  334,  26  L.R.A.  162;  State  v.  12.  Voight  v.  Wright,  141  U.  S.  62, 

Nelson,  66  Minn.  166,  68  N.  W.  1066,  11  S.  Ct.  855,  35  V.  S.  (L.  ed.)  638. 

61  A.  S.  R.  399,  34  L.R.A  318;  State  13.  State  v.  Bridgeman,  etc.,  Co.,  117 

V.  E!am,  91  Neb.  460,  136  N.  W.  59,  Minn.  186,  134  N.  W.  496,  Ann.  Cas. 

39  L.R.A.(N.S.)  686  and  note.  1913D  41  and  note. 

Notes:  43  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1072;  Ann.  14.  State  v.  O'Connor,  115  Minn. 

Cft3.  1913B  5U.  339,  132  N.  W.  303,  Ann.  Caa.  1912D 

9.  St.  Louis  V.  Grafeman  Dairy  Co.,  955,  35  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1112.  State  t. 
190  Mo.  492,  89  S.  W.  617,  1  L-RA..  Normand,  76  N.  H.  541,  86  AtL  899, 
(N.S.)  936.  Ann.  Cas.  1913E  996. 
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euch  as  loaves  of  bread,  and  that  disorders  are  often  traced  to  that 
cause,  it  is  clear  that  a  statute  of  this  character  has  direct  reference 

to  the  public  health.  Such  a  condition  or  practice  is  a  constant  danger 
to  the  health-  of  the  community.  Hence  the  law  is  within  the  police 
power  of  the  legislature  and  is  a  constitutional  enactment,  so  far  as 
its  purpose  is  concerned.'^ 

10.  Purity,  Adulteration,  Wholesomeness. — ^Under  the  police  power 
of  the  state,  the  legislature  may  protect  the  public  health,  comfort, 
and  safety  by  prohibiting  the  adulteration  of  articles  of  food.**  So 
municipalities,  under  delegated  power,  generally  have  authority  to 
forbid  the  sale  of  impure  or  adulterated  food  and  to  fix  a  standard  by 
which  it  shall  be  judged.*'  The  legislature  may  declare  articles  of 
food  not  complying  with  a  specified  standard  unwholesome,  and  forbid 
their  sale.  But  an  enactment  of  a  standard  of  purity,  failing  to  com-  ' 
ply  with  which  the  sale  of  the  article  is  declared  illegal,  to  be  valid 
must  be  within  reasonable  limits,  and  not  of  such  a  character  as  to 
practically  prohibit  the  manufacture  or  sale  of  that  which  as  a  matter 
of  common  knowledge  is  good  and  wholesome.**  Thus,  it  is  clearly 
within  the  power  of  the  legislature  to  prohibit  the  use  of  sulphur 
dioxide  or  any  other  poison  in  all  of  the  articles  entering  into  the 
food  supply.*'  Statutes  prohibiting  the  sale  of  adulterated  milk,  or 
milk  to  which  water  or  any  foreign  substance  has  been  added,  or  the 
sale  as  pure  milk  of  any  milk  from  which  any  cream  has  been  re- 
moved, are  constitutional  and  valid.-*  The  federal  Pure  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  declares  an  article  to  be  adulterated  when  it  contains  any 
added  poisonous  or  other  deleterious  ingredient  which  may  render  the 
article  injurious  to  health.*  It  was  intended  by  this  act  to  protect  the  . 

16.  State  T.  Normand,  76  N.  H.  541,  A.  S.  R.  613;  Com.  t.  Pflanm,  236  Pa. 
85  Atl.  899,  Ann.  Gas.  lOlSE  996.        St.  294,  84  Atl.  842,  Ann.  Cas.  1913K 

16.  State  V.  Schlenker,  112  la.  642,  1287.  See  also  supra,  par.  2.  And 
84  N.  W,  698,  84  A.  S.  R.  360,  61  see  Constitutional  Liw,  vol.  6>  p. 
L.R.A.  347;  State  v.  Dnpaqnier,  46  La.  202  et  seq. 

Ann.  677,  15  So.  502,  49  A.  S.  R.  334,  17.  State  v.  Fonrcade,  45  La.  Ann. 
26  L.R.A.  162;  Com.  v.  Boston  White  717, 13  So.  187,  40  A.  S.  R.  249;  State 
Cross  Milk'  Co.,  209  Mass.  30,  95  N.  v.  Dupaquire,  46  La.  Ann.  577, 15  So. 
E.  86,  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  386;  People  502,  49  A.  S.  R.  334, 26  LJt.A.  162. 
V.  Snowberger,  113  Mich.  86,  71  N.  W.  18.  People  t.  Bieseeker,  169  N.  T. 
497,  67  A.  S.  R.  449;  State  v.  Hanson,  53,  61  N.  £.  990,  88  A.  S.  R.  534,  57 
84  Minn.  42,  86  N.  W.  768,  64  L.R.A.  L.R.A.  178. 

468;  St.  Louis  t.  Sefanler,  190  Mo.  624,  19.  Com.  t.  Pflamn,  236  Pa.  St.  294, 
89  S.  W.  621,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  928  ;  84  Atl.  842,  Ann.  Cas.  1913E  1287. 
State  T.  Campbell,  64  H.  402,  13  20.  Com.  v.  Boston  White  Cross 
AtL  686,  10  A.  S.  R.  419;  People  v.  Milk  Co.,  209  Mass.  30,  05  N.  E.  85, 
Bieseeker.  169  N.  T.  53,  61  N.  E.  990,  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  386;  State  v.  Camp- 
88  A.  S.  R.  534,  57  L.RJL.  178;  Cross-  bell,  64  K.  H.  402, 13  Atl.  685,  10  A. 
man  v.  Lnrman,  171  N.  7.  329,  63  N.  S.  R.  419. 

E.  1097,  98  A.  S.  R.  699;.  Com.  v.  1.  McDezmott  v.  Wisconsin,  228  V. 
Kevin,  202  Pa.  St.  23,  61  Atl.  694»  90  R.  116,  33  S.  Gt.  431,  67  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
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public  health  from  possible  injury  by  adding  to  articles  of  food 
poisonous  or  deleterious  substances.  The  addition  of  a  poisonous  sub- . 
stance  in  such  minute  quantity  that  health  cannot  possibly  be  injured 
is  not  condemned  by  the  act.*  But  under  a  similar  state  statute  it 
has  been  declared  that  it  is  not  the  quantity  but  the  nature  of  the 
adulterating  substance  added  which  the  act  prohibits.*  The  authori- 
ties appear  to  hold  that  it  is  competent  for  the  legislature  to  prohibit 
the  sale  of  mixtures  or  compounds  altogether,  though  they  may  not 
b«  injurious  or  unwholesome.*  So  the  police  power  is  held  to  extend 
to  the  prohibition  of  the  sale  of  milk  containing  any  preservative, 
although  there  may  be  preservatives  which  are  not  deleterious  to 
health.-*  On  the  other  hand  it  has  been  declared  that  ingredients 
and  processes  used  in  preserving  food  may  be  prohibited  as  unwhole- 
some or  causing  deception,  but  not  solely  becfuise  they  preserve.** 

U.  Imitation,  Imposition. — While  most  of  the  enactments  relating 
to  food  are  directed  against  practices  that  are  injurious  to  health, 
other  legislation  is  aimed  at  the  prevention  of  frauds  on  the  public,  to 
prevent  palming  off  on  them  articles  of  food  other  than  or  different 
from  those  which  they  are  led  to  believe  they  are  purchasing;  and  it  is 
settled  law  that  the  police  power  of  the  state  is  not  limited  to  regula- 
tions necessary  for  the  preservation  of  good  order  or  the  public  health 
and  safety.  The  prevention  of  fraud  and  deceit,  cheating,  and  impo- 
aition  are  equally  within  the  power.  So  legislation  intended  and 
reasonably  adapted  to  prevent  an  article  being  manufactured .  and 
sold  in  imitation  or  semblance  of  a  well-known  article  in  common 
use,  and  thus  imposing  upon  consumers  or  purchasers,  must  be  taken 
to  be  valid.'   It  has  been  said  that  the  state  has  the  same  right  to 

754,  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  39,  47  L.E.A.  234  111.  294,  84  N.  B.  913,  123  A.  S. 
(N.S.)  984,  reversing  143  Wis.  18, 126  R.  100,  14  Ann.  Cas.  700,  17  L.R.A. 
N.  W.  888,  21  Ann.  Cas.  1315.  (N.S.)  684;  People  v.  Freeman,  242 

Notes:  L.R.A.m5B  775;  21  Ann.  HI.  373,  90  N.  B.  366,  17  Ann.  Ca3. 
Cas.  1327;  Ann.  Cas.  IQISA  48.         1098;  State  v.  Armour  Packing  Co., 

2.  United  States  t.  Lexington  Mill  124  la.  323, 100  N.  W.  59,  2  Ann.  Cas. 
A  EelevatOT  Co.,  232  U.  S.  399,  34  S.  448;  State  t.  Rogers,  95  Me.  94,  49 
Ct  337,  68  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  658,  LJlJl.  Atl.  564,  85  A.  S.  R.  395;  State  v. 
1916B  774  and  note.  Hanson,  84  Minn.  42,  86  K.  W.  768, 64 

3.  Com.  V.  Kevin,  202  Pa.  St.  23,  61  L.R.A.  468;  State  v.  Layton,  160  Mo. 
Atl.  694,  90  A.  S.  R.  613.  474,  61  S.  W.  171,  83  A.  8.  R.  487, 

4.  DoFsey  r.  State,  38  Tex.  Crim.  62  L.R.A.  163;  Beha  v.  State,  67  Neb. 
627,  44  S.  W.  614,  70  A.  S.  E.  762,  27,  93  N.  W.  155,  2  Ann.  Cas.  846; 
40  L.R.A.  201.  State  v.  Campbell,  64  N.  H.  402,  ]  3  Atl. 

5.  St.  Loois  T.  Schuler,  190  Mo.  524,  585, 10  A.  S.  R.  419;  People  v.  Oirard, 
89  S.  W.  621,  1  LJIJI.(N.S.)  928.     145  N.  Y,  105,  39  N.  E  823,  45  A.  S. 

6.  People  T.  Bieseeker,  169  N.  Y.  53,  R.  595  (artificial  eoloring  of  vinegar)  ; 
61  N.  E.  990,  88  A.  S.  R.  534,  57  People  v.  Biescker,  169  N.  Y.  53,  61 
L.R.A.  178.  N.  E.  990,  88  A.  S.  R.  534,  67  L.R.A. 

7;  Plumley  t.  Maseaehnsetts,  155  U.  178 ;  Crosaman  t.  Lurman,  171  N.  Y. 
S.  461, 15  S.  Ct.  154,  39  V.  S.  (L.  ed.)  329,  63  N.  E.  1097,  98  A.  S.  R.  599; 
223;  Chicago  v.  Bowman  Dairy  Co.,  People  v.  Spencer,  201  N.  Y.  105,  94 
R.  C.  L.  VoL  XI.— 70.  1105 
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forbid  and  punish  the  manufaGiure  of  counterfeit  food  that  it  baa  to 
.  forbid  and  punish  the  manufacture  of  counterfeit  coin.^  It  is  tho 
province  of  the  legislature  to  determine  what  precautions  must  be 
observed  to  prevent  deception  in  the  sale  of  food  products,  and  courts 
have  no  power  to  substitute  something  else  which  they  may  deem  to 
be  equally  as  efficacious.  It  is  only  when  the  specific  means  prescribed 
by  the  legislature  to  prevent  such  deception  are  arbitrary  or  pro- 
hibitive that  the  courts  can  interfere.* 

12.  Labeling  or  Branding  Generally. — requirement  that  tiie  con- 
tents of  all  packages  containing  articles  of  food  must  be  shown  by 
labels,  brands  or  tags  is  obviously  a  most  efficient  method  of  insuring 
protection  to  the  public  from  the  sale  of  inferior  and  injurious  articles 
of  commerce,  and  legislation  frequently  has  taken  this  form.  It  is 
settled  beyond  question  that  statutes  requiring  the  seller  to  disclose, 
by  label  or  otherwise,  the  nature  and  ingredients  of  the  article  offered, 
are  valid  as  a  legitimate  exercise  of  the  police  power.**  Such  laws 
certainly  do  not  deprive  the  seller  of  his  property  without  due  process 
of  law.  No  man  has  a  constitutional  right  to  keep  secret  the  compo- 
sition of  substances  which  he  sells  to  the  public  as  articles  of  food.^* 
Accordingly  a  statute  requiring  all  manufacturers  and  sellers  of 
baking  powder  to  affix  a  Is^l  to  every  box  or  can,  bearing  the  name 
and  residence  of  the  manufacturer,  and  the  words  "This  baking 
powder  is  composed  of  the  following  ingredients,  and  none  other," 
naming  them,  is  held  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  police  power  of 
the  state.**  In  like  manner  statutes  requiring  the  size,  weight  or 
quantity  of  food  products  to  be  expressed  by  label  or  brand  are  held 


N.  E.  614,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  818  (arti-  225  IT.  8.  540,  32  S.  Ct.  784,  56  U.  S. 
ficial  coloring  of  vinegar);  Com.  v.  (L.  ed.)  1197;  State  v.  Snow,  81  la. 
Kevin,  202  Pa.  St.  23,  51  Atl.  594,  90  642,  47  N.  W.  777,  11  L.R.A.  355; 
A.  S.  R.  613;  McDermott  v.  State,  143  State  v.  Aslesen,  50  Minn.  5,  52  N.  W. 
Wis.  18,  126  N.  W.  888,  21  Ann.  Gas.  220,  3d  A.  S.  R.  620;  State  v.  Sherod, 
1315.  80  Minn.  446,  83  N.  W.  417,  81  A.  S. 

Note:  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1234.  R-  268;  50  L.RA.  660;  Alcorn  Cotton 

8.  State  T.  Layton,  160  Mo.  474,  61  Oil  Co.  v.  State,  100  Miss.  299,  56  So. 
S.  W.  171,  83  A.  S.  R.  487,  62  LJI.A.  397,  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  875  and  note; 
163.  Palmer  v.  Stete,  39  Ohio  St.  236,  48, 

In  some  cases  it  is  held  that  there  Am.  Rep.  429;  Dorsey  v.  State,  38 
is  no  adulteration  because  of  mere  Tex.  Grim.  627,  44  S.  W.  514,  70 
dilation  or  depreciation  in  quality.  A.  S.  R.  762, 40  L.R.A.  201.  Compare 
Armour  v.  State  Dairy,  etc.,  Com'r,  Frost  v.  Chicago,  178  HI.  250,  52  N.  E. 
159  Mich.  1, 123  N.  W.  580,  25  LJIA.  869,  69  A.  S.  R.  301,  49  IaR.A.  657. 
(N.S.)  616.  11.  State  v.  Snow,  81  la.  642,  47 

Note:  L.R.A.1915B  774.  N.  W.  777,  11  L.R.A.  356;  State  v. 

9.  State  V.  Hanson,  84  Minn.  42,  86  Aalesen,  60  Minn.  5,  62  N.  W.  220, 
N.  W.  768,  54  L.R.A.  468.  36  A.  S.  R.  620. 

10.  Savage  v.  Jones,  225  U.  S.  501,  12.  State  v.  Sherod,  80  IGim.  446, 
32  S.  Ct.  715,  56  U.  S.  {L.  ed.)  1182;  83  N.  W.  417,  81  A.  S.  B.  268,  60 
Standard  Stock  Food  Co.  v.  Wrigh^  L.RA.  660. 
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to  be  within  the  leg^lative  power."  But  while  a  statute  providing 
that  if  certain  named  wholesome  and  nutritious  articles  of  food  are 
mixed  or  intermingled  the  product  must  be  labeled,  showing  the 
component  elements  thereof,  is  valid,  a  statute  embracing  all  articles 
of  food  or  drink,  without  naming  any,  and  making  the  mixture  of 
any  articles  of  food,  however  nutritious,  without  labeling  the  product, 
an  ofiFense,  has  been  held  to  be  too  general  in  its  tenns  and  to  be 
unenforceable.^*  The  federal  statute  upon  its  face  shows' that  the 
primary  purpose  of  Congress  was  to  prevent  injury  to  the  public 
health  by  the  «ale  and  transportation  in  interstate  commerce  of  mis- 
branded  and  adulterated  foods.  The  l^;i8lation,  as  against  misbrand- 
ing, intended  to  make  it  possible  that  the  consumer  should  know  that 
an  article  purchased  was  what  it  purported  to  be;  that  it  might  be 
bought  for  what  it  really  was  and  not  upon  misrepresentations  as  to 
character  and  quality.^'  If  truly  labeled  within  the  meaning  of  the 
act,  goods  are  immune  from  seizure ;  if  tiie  label  is  false  or  misleading 
the  goods  may  be  seized  and  condemned.  In  other  words,  the  label 
is  the  means  of  vindication  or  the  basis  of  punishment.^*  In  deter- 
mining whether  or  not  an  article  of  food  is  a  mixture  or  compound 
within  the  provisions  of  a  statute  requiring  labels  to  show  that  fact, 
the  popular  or  common  understanding  of  the  name  under  which  it 
is  sold,  and  not  its  trade  or  commercial  meaning,  is  to  be  conadered.*' 
13.  What  Constitutes  Misbranding. — The  term  "misbranded,"  as 
used  in  the  federal  statute,  appli«9  to  all  drugs,  or  articles  of  food, 
or  articles  which  enter  into  the  composition  of  food,  the  package  or 
label  of  which  bears  any  statement,  design,  or  device  regarding  such 
•  article,  or  the  ingredients  or  substances  contained  therein,  which  shall 
be  false  or  misleading  in  any  particular;  and  to  any  food  or  drug 
product  which  is  falsely  branded  as  to  the  state,  territory,  or  country 
in  which  it  is  manufactured  or  produced.  This  provision  of  tiie  stat- 
ute has  been  the  subject  of  interpretation  in  numerous  cases.^^  It 
refers  to  statements  concerning  the  identity  of  articles  of  food  and 
drugs;  and  hence  false  and  misleading  statemmts  in  the  labels  on  a 
proprietary  medicine  as  to  its  curative  or  remedial  effects,  but  which 
do  not  import  any  statement  concerning  identity,  are  not  "misbrand- 

18.  Note:  40  L.E.A.(N.S.)  878.       S.  116,  33  S.  Ct,  431,  57  U.  S.  (L. 

14.  Dorsey  v.  State,  38  Tex.  Crim.  ed.)  754,  Ann.  Cas.  1915 A  39  and 
627,  44  S.  W.  514,  70  A.  S.  R.  762,  note,  47  L.R.A.(N.S.)  984. 

40  h.RJi.  201.  17.  Armour  &  Co.  v.  State  Daiw, 

15.  United   States  v.   Antfliamnia  etc.,  Com'r,  159  Mich.  1,  123  N.  W. 
Chemical  Co.,  231  U.  8.  654,  34  S.  Ct.  580,  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  616. 

222,  58  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  419,  Ann.  Can.  18.  United   States  v.  Antikanmia 

1915A  49;  United  States  v.  Lexington  Chemical  Co.,  231  U.  S.  654,  34  S.  Ct 

HiU  &  Elevator  Co.,  232  U.  S.  399,  34  222,  58  U.  8.  (h.  ed.)  410,  Ann.  Cas. 

8.  Ct.  337, 58  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  658,  LJI.A.  1915A  49. 

19156  774.  Notes:  21  Ann.  Cas.  1324;  An% 

16.  McDennott  v.  Wiseonain,  228  U.  Gas.  1915A  46. 
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ing,"  within  the  meaning  of  the  act**  A  label  for  a  food  compounded 
of  meat  and  cereal  is  sufficient  which  states  that  it  is  sausage  and  cereal, 
without  stating  the  addition  of  water,  although  water  is  also  an  in- 
gredient of  the  mixture,  under  a  statute  requiring  labels  on  foods 
which  are  mixtures  or  compounds  to  show  that  fact.*** 

14.  "Packages"  Referred  to  by  Federal  Statute. — Tlie  word  "pack- 
age," or  its  equivalent  expression,  as  used  by  Congress  in  defining 
what  shall  constitute  adulteration  and  what  shall  constitute  misbrand- 
ing within  the  meaning  of  the  Pure  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  clearly 
refers  to  the  immediate  container  of  the  article  whidi  is  intended  for 
consumption  by  the  public.  Within  the  limitations  of  its  right  to 
regulate  interstate  commerce,  Congress  manifestly  aimed  at  the  con- 
tents of  the  package  as  it  shall  reach  the  consumer,  for  whose  protec- 
tion the  act  was  primarily  passed,  and  it  is  the  branding  upon  the 
package  which  contains  the  article  intended  for  consumption  itself 
which  is  the  subject  matter  of  regulation.  Limiting  the  requirements 
of  the  act  as  to  adulteration  and  misbranding  simply  to  the  outside 
wrapping  or  box  containing  the  packages  intended  to  be  purchased 
by  the  consumer,  so  that  the  importer,  by  removing  and  destroying 
such  covering,  could  prevent  the  operation  of  the  law  on  the  imported 
article  yet  unsold,  would  render  the  act  nugatory  and  its  provisions 
wholly  inadequate  to  accomplish  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  passed.* 

III.  Akticlbs  of  Food  Affbcted 

15.  Definitions. — ^That  the  word  "food"  is  a  very  general  term,  and 
applies  to  all  that  is  eaten  for  the  nourishment  of  the  body  cannot  be  ' 
questioned.  It  is  so  understood  generally,  and  the  authorities  whose 
accuracy  is  relied  upon  in  all  departments  of  investigation  concur  in 
that  definition.*  Pure  food  laws  generally  define  food  as  including 
"all  articles  used  as  food  or  drink  by  man,  whether  simple,  mixed  or 
compound."  The  term  "food"  as  used  in  the  federal  pure  food  law 
includes  "all  articles  used  for  food,  drink,  confectionery  or  condiment 
by  man  or  other  animals,  whether  simple,  mixed,  or  compound." 
That  the  term  includes  candy,  sweetmeats,  preserves  and  other  con- 
fectionery, accords  with  the  opinions  of  lexicographers,  chemists,  and 

10.  United  States  v.  Johnson,  221  L.BA.(N.S.)  984,  rereising  143  Wis. 
n.  S.  488.  31  S.  Gt.  627,  65  U.  S.  18,  126  N.  W.  888,  21  Ann.  Gas. 
(L.  ed.)  823.  1315. 

Note:  Ann.  Gas.  IfilSA  45.  S.  Pratt  Food  Go.  t.  Bii^,  148  Mieh. 

20.  Armoar  &  Co.  v.  Btate  Dairv  631,  112  N.  W.  701,  118  A.  8.  R. 
and  Food  Com'r,  159  Mich.  1,  123  601;  Com.  v.  Kevin,  202  Pa.  St.  23, 
N.  W.  580,  25  LJl.A.(N.S.)  616.         51  Atl.  594.  90  A.  S.  R.  613;  Com.  v. 

1.  McDermott  v.  Wisconsin,  228  U.  Pflaum,  236  Pa.  St.  294,  84  Att  842, 
S.  U5,  33  S.  Ct.  431,  57  U.  S.  (L.  Ann.  Gas.  1913E  1287  and  note, 
ed.)  754,  Ann.  Gas.  1916A  39,  47      3.  Note:  Ann.  Gas.  1913E  1292. 
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the  public  understanding*  A  preparation  sold  as  "food"  and  bo 
labeled,  though  it  is  not  sold  as  a  feeding  stu£F,  is  subject  to  regulation 
under  a  pure  food  statute  applying  to  all  "condimental  stock  foods, 
patented  and  proprietary  stock  foods,  claimed  to  possess  nutritive 
properties,  and  all  other  materials  intended  for  feeding  to  domestic 
animals."  *  "Sausage"  is  defined  by  all  the  lexicographers  as  an 
article  of  food  composed  of  meat^  salt,  and  spices.'  The  term  "syrup" 
has  an  accepted  meaning  as  commonly  and  properly  understood  and 
applied  to  articles  of  food  for  table  use.  It  designates  articles  of  food 
which  are  in  common  \ise  as  table  syrups,  such  as  maple,  sugar  cane, 
and  refiners'  syrup.' 

16.  Patented  Articles. — The  fact  that  an  article  of  food  is  produced 
under  a  process  protected  by  letters  patent  of  the  United  States  does 
not  prevent  it  from  coming  within  the  operation  of  laws  passed  in 
the  exercise  of  the  police  power  of  the  state.*  The  patent  laws  do  not 
give  to  inventors  the  right  to  disregard  laws  enacted  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  the  whole  people.  The  state  may  not  discriminate  against 
patented  articles  by  imposing  upon  their  sale  conditions  and  restric- 
tions not  placed  upon  the  sale  of  other  similar  articles;  but  the  sale 
of  all  articles  of  food  may  be  restricted,  regulated  or  forbidden,  when- 
ever the  public  good  requires  such  restriction,  regulation  or  pro- 
hibition, irrespective  of  the  question  whether  patented  processes  enter 
into  their  manufacture.* 

17.  Milk,  in  General. — The  importance  of  securing  to  the  com- 
munity at  large  cleanliness,  wholesomeness,  and  purity  in  milk,  has 
led  to  the  very  general  enactment  of  regulations  as  to  the  standard 
of  quality  of  milk  sold,  the  care  and  feeding  of  milch  cattle,  and  the 
sale  of  the  product.  And,  while  such  regulations  have  been  frequently 
assailed  upon  the  ground  that  they  deprive  the  dairyman  and  milk 
vender  of  their  property  without  due  process  of  law,  or  unjustly  dis- 
criminate against  them,  the  regulations  have  been  sustained  with 
practical  unanimity,  whether  made  by  the  state  through  the  operation 
of  a  general  statute,  or  by  the  municipal  council  through  local  ordi- 
nances.'** It  needs  little  or  no  discussion  to  show  that  the  milk  busi- 

4.  Com.  V.  Pflaum,  236  Pa.  St.  294,  8.  Arbuekle  v.  Blackburn,  113  Fed. 
84  Atl.  842,  Ann.  Gas.  1913E  1287.  616,  51  C.  C.  A.  122,  65  L.R.A.  864; 

5.  Pratt  Food  Co.  v.  Bird,  148  Mich.  Palmer  v.  State,  39  Ohio  St.  236,  48 
031,  112  N.  W.  701,  118  A.  S.  R.  601.  Am.  Rop.  429. 

6.  Armour  v.  State  Dairy,  etc.,  9.  Palmer  v.  State,  39  Ohio  St.  236, 
Comr,  159  Mich.  1,  123  N.  W.  580,  48  Am.  Rep.  429. 

25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  616.  10.  New  York  v.  Van  De  Carr,  199 

7.  McDermott  v.  State,  143  Wis.  18,  IT.  S.  552,  26  S.  Ct.  144,  50  U.  S. 
126  N.  W.  888,  21  Ann.  Cas.  1315,  (L.  ed.)  305;  St.  .Tobn  v.  New  York, 
reversed  on  another  point  228  U.  S.  201  U.  S.  633,  26  S.  Ct.  554,  50  U.  S. 
115,  33  S.  Ct.  431,  57  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  (L.  ed.)  896,  5  Ann.  Cas.  009  and 
754.  Ann.  Cas.  1915A  39,  47  L.R.A.  note;  Adams  v.  Milwaukee,  228  U.  S. 
(N.S.)  984.  572,  33  S.  Ct.  610,  57  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 
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ness  is  one  which  particularly  falls  within  the  power  of  the  state  and 
its  municipalities  to  regulate.^^  It  is  a  matter  of  common  knowledge 
that  milk  is  a  necessary  food,  that  through  the  agency  of  impure 
milk  the  germs  of  many  diseases  are  disseminated,  and,  even  where 
there  is  an  absence  of  any  deleterious  impurity  of  the  germs  of  specific 
diseases,  adulterated  or  diluted  milk  is  not  wholesome  and  nutritious.^' 
Milk  containing  vegetable  bacteria  such  as  colon  bacilli  and  strepto- 
cocci in  large  numbers,  due  to  direct  deposit  of  fecal  matter  in  the 
miXkf  causing  destruction  of  the  sugar  in  the  milk  and  decomposition, 


971  and  note;  In  re  Hoffman,  155  190  Mo.  464,  89  8.  W.  611,  109  A. 

Cal.  114,  99  Pac.  517,  132  A.  S.  R.  S.  R.  774,  4  Ann.  Cas.  U2,  1  L.R.A. 

75;  Chicago  v.  Bowman  Dairy  Co.,  (N.S.)   918  and  note;  St.  Louis  v. 

234  111.  294,  84  N.  E.  913,  123  A.  S.  Schuler,  190  Mo.  524,  89  S.  W.  621, 

R.  100,  14  Ann.  Cas.  700,  17  L.R.A.  1   L.R.A.(N.S.)    928;    Littlefield  v. 

(N.  S.)  684;  Ritchie  v.  Wayman,  244  State,  42  Neb.  223,  60  N.  W.  724,  47 

III.  509,  91  N.  E.  695,  27  L.R.A.(N.S.)  A.  S.  R.  697,  28  L.R.A.  588;  State  t. 

994;  Eoy  v..  Chicago,  263  111.  122,  104  Campbell,  64  N.  H.  402,  13  Atl.  585, 

N.  B.  1104,  Ann.  Cas.  1915C  67;  10  A.  S.  R.  419;  People  v.  West,  106 

State  V.  Schlenker,  112  la.  642,  84  N.  Y.  293,  12  N.  E.  610,  60  Am. 

N.  W.  698,  84  A.  S.  R.  360,  51  Rep.  452;  People  v.  Vandecarr,  175 

L.R.A.  347;  Sanders  v.  Com.,  117  Ky.  N.  Y.  440,  67  N.  E.  913,  108  A.  S. 

1,  77  S.  W.  358,  111  A.  S.  R.  219,  R.   781;   People   v.   Department  of 

1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  932;  State  v.  Four-  Health,  189  N.  Y.  187,  82  N.  E.  187, 

cade,  45  La.  Ann.  717,  13  So.  187,  40  13  L.R.A.(N.B.)  894;  State  v.  Capi- 

A.  S.  R.  249;  State  v.  Dupaquier,  46  tal  City  Dairy  Co.,  62  Ohio  St.  350, 

La.  Ann.  577,  15  So.  502,  49  A.  S.  R.  57  N.  E.  62,  57  L.R.A.  181;  State 

334,  26  L.R.A.  162;  Deems  t.  Balti-  v.  Smyth,  14  E.  L  100,  51  Am.  Rep. 

more,  80  Md.  164,  30  Atl.  648,  45  A.  344  and  note;  Salt  Lake  City  v.  Howe, 

S.  R.  339,  26  L.R.A.  541;  State  v.  37  Utah  170,  106  Pac.  705,  Ann.  Cas. 

Broadbelt,  89  Md.  565,  43  Atl.  771,  19120  189.   Compare,  State  v.  Smith, 

73  A.  S.  R.  201,  45  L.R.A.  433;  Com.  67  Conn.  541,  35  At!.  506,  52  A.  S. 

T.  Waite,  11  Allen  (Mass.)  264,  87  R.  301. 

Am.  Dec.  711;  Com.  v.  Wheeler,  206  Note:  1  A.  S.  R.  648. 

Mass.  384,  91  N.  E.  415,  137  A.  8.  11.  St.  Louis  v.  Orafeman  Dairy 

R.  456,  IS  Ann.  Cas.  319  and  note;  Co.,  190  Mo.  492,  89  8.  W.  fil7,  1 

Com.  V.  Boston  White  Cross  Milk  Co.,  L.R.A.(N.S.)  936. 

209  Mass.  30,  95  N.  E.  85,  Ann.  Cas.  The  municipal  r^:niation  may  take 

1912B  386;  State  v.  Nelson,  66  Minn,  the  form  of  requiring  pasteorization. 

166,  68  N.  W.  1066,  61  A.  8.  B.  899,  Koy  v.  Chicago,  263  111.  122, 104  N.  B. 

34  L.R.A.  318;   Stote  v.  descent  1104,  Ann.  Gas.  1915C  67. 

Creamery  Co.,  83  Minn.  284,  86  N.  As  to  lieensong  adlera  of  mili^  see 

W.  107,  85  A.  S.  B.  464,  54  L.R.A.  supra,  par.  8. 

466;  Nelson  t.  Minneapolis,  112  Minn.  12.  State  v.  Broadbelt,  89  Md.  565, 

16,  127  N.  W.  445,  29  LJlJl.(N.S.)  43  AU.  771,  73  A.  8.  B.  201,  45 

260;  State  T.  Bridgeman,  etc.,  Co.,  117  L.R.A.  433;  St.  Louis  v.  Orafeman 

Minn.  186,  134  N.  W.  496,  Ann.  Cas.  Dairy  Co.,  190  Mo.  492,  89  8.  W. 

1913D  41;   St.  Louis  v.   Orafeman  617,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  936;  St.  Louis  v. 

Dairy  Co.,  190  Mo.  492,  89  S.  W.  617,  Schuler,  190  Mo.  524,  89  B.  W.  621, 

1  L.R.A.{N.S.)   936  and  note;  St.  1  LJIA.(N.S.)  928;  Norfolk  v.  Plynn, 

Louis  V.  Orafeman  Dairy  Co.,  190  Mo.  101  Va.  473,  44  S.  E.  717,  99  A.  8. 

507,  89  S.  W.  627,  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  B,  918,  62  L.B A.  771. 
926  and  note;  St.  Loois  v.  Liessing, 
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waa  adulterated  within  the  meaning  of  the  federal  Pure  Food  Act." 
An  ordinance  imposing  a  penalty  upon  persons  who  sell  or  offer  for 
sale  milk  or  cream  in  bottles  or  glass  jars  which  have  not  the  capacity 
thereof  indicated  thereon,  or  which  are  of  a  less  capacity  than  that 
indicated  thereon,  is  within  the  police  power  of  the  municipality,  and 
is  not  unconstitutional.  One  who,  at  the  time  such  ordinance  goes 
into  effect,  owns  bottles  the  use  of  which  the  ordintmce  prohibits,  is 
not  deprived  of  his  property  without  due  process  of  law.^*  An  ordi- 
nance to  license  and  regulate  the  sale  of  milk  and  cream,  to  provide 
for  the  inspection  thereof,  and  to  prescribe  penalties  to  prevent  the 
sale  and  distribution  of  any  but  pure,  wholesome  milk  and  cream,  and 
to  fix  the  minimum  limit  of  its  composition  and  defining  its  qualities, 
is  not  unconstitutional  on  the  ground  that  it  contains  more  than  one 
subject,  as  the  provisions  of  the  ordinance  are  germane  to  the  one  sub- 
ject of  regulating  the  sale  of  milk  and  cream.^^ 

18.  Standards  of  Purity  of  Milk. — The  regulations  most  frequently 
tested  in  the  courts  are  those  establishing  an  arbitrary  standard  of 
quality  without  regard  to  the  question  of  adulteration  or  extraction, 
and  prohibiting,  under  penalty,  the  sale  of  milk  falling  below  the 
required  standard.  It  is  generally  agreed  that  state  legislatures  have 
power  to  fix  such  a  standard.^*  And  numerous  decisions  sustain  the 
right  of  cities  to  fix  a  reasonable  standard  of  purity  to  be  scientifically 
ascertained,  and  to  prohibit  the  sale  of  milk  of  the  quality  inferior  to 
that  required  by  such  municipal  standard.^'  The  statutes  of  the  char- 
acter under  consideration  tend  to  discourage  the  breeding  of  a  certain 
class  of  cattle  for  the  supply  of  the  milk  market.  The  difficulty  of 
guarding  against  the  adulteration  of  milk  may  have  influenced  legis- 
latures in  fixing  standards  of  richness.  Practictdly  it  makes  no  dif- 
ference whether  milk  is  diluted  after  it  is  drawn  from  the  cow,  or 
whether  it  is  made  watery  by  giving  her  such  food  as  will  produce 
milk  of  an  inferior  quality,  or  whether  the  dilution,  regarded  by  the 

13.  Dade  v.  United  States,  40  App.  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  386  (holding  that 
Gas.  (D.  C.)  94,  writ  of  certiorari  de-  a  statute  making  it  an  offense  to  sell 
nied  in  229  U.  S.  610,  33  S.  Ct.  771,  watered  milk  did  not  apply  to  coneen- 
67  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  1351.  trated  milk) ;  State  v.  Crescent  Cream- 

14.  Chicago  ▼.  Bowman  Dairy  Co.,  ery  Co.,  83  Minn.  284,  86  N.  W.  107, 
234  m.  294,  84  N.  E.  913,  123  A.  85  A.  S.  R.  464,  54  L.R.A.  466;  State 
S.  R.  100,  14  Ann.  Gas.  700  and  r.  Campbell,  64  N.  H.  402,  13  AU. 
note,  17  L.R.A.{N.S.)  684.  685,  10  A.  S.  R.  419. 

16.  St  Louis  V.  Liessing,  190  Uo.  17.  In  re  HofEman,  155  Gal.  114, 
464,  89  S.  W.  611,  109  A.  S.  R.  774,  99  Pac.  ^17,  132  A.  S.  R.  75;  St. 
4  Ann.  Cas.  112,  1  i:4.RA.(K.S.)  918.  lionis  v.  Liessing,  190  Ho.  464,  89 

16.  In  re  Hoffman,  165  Cal.  114,  S.  W.  611,  109  A.  S.  R.  774,  4  Ann. 
99  Pae.  517,  132  A.  S.  R.  75;  Gom.  Gas.  112,  1  LJl.A.(N.S.)  918  and 
v.  Wheeler,  205  Mass.  384,  91  N.  E.  note;  St.  Louis  v.  Grafeman  Dairy 
415,  137  A.  S.  R.  466,  18  Ann.  Gas.  Co.,  190  Mo.  607,  89  S.  W.  627,  1 
319;  Com.  t.  Boston  White  Cross  L3A.(N.S.)  926  and  note. 
Milk  Co.,  209  Mass.  30,  96  N.  E.  86, 
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legislature  as  excessive,  arises  from  the  nature  of  a  particular  animal 
or  a  particular  breed  of  cattle.  The  sale  of  such  milk  to  unsuspecting 
consumers  for  a  price  in  excess  of  its  value  is  a  fraud  which  tiie  statutes 
are  designed  to  suppress.^^  So  a  person  cannot  escape,  when  prose- 
cuted under  such  a  statute,  by  proving  that  the  milk,  as  given  by  his 
cows,  fell  below  such  standard,  though  they  were  fed  on  proper  food.** 
And  this,  too,  notwithstanding  that  such  milk  may  be  used  without 
detriment  by  one  who  knows  aJl  about  it,  and  may  be  nutritioxls,  and 
under  certain  circumstances  beneficial  as  an  article  of  food.** 

19.  Tuberculin  Test. — The  authorities  are  agreed  that  the  sale  of 
milk  may  be  prohibited  unless  the  cows  from  which  it  is  drawn  have 
been  subjected  to  the  tuberculin  te.st.*  When  a  legislature  or  city 
council,  duly  authorized  thereto  by  legislative  grant,  determines  that 
the  tuberculin  test  of  cows  is  the  most  feasible  and  practicable  method 
of  insuring  a  pure  milk  supply,  there  is  involved  a  matter  of  legis- 
lative judgment  and  discretion,  and  necessarily  a  comparison  with 
other  methods  designed  to  secure  the  same  result,  including  the  theory 
of  pasteurization.  The  courts  cannot  make'  this  comparison,  weigh 
the  feasibility  and  the  practicability  of  each,  and  substitute  their 
judgment  and  discretion  for  that  of  the  legislative  body  whose  deter- 
mination of  the  question  they  are  called  upon  to  review.* 

20.  Oleomargarine  or  Batter  Substitutes,  in  General. — Oleomarga- 
rine is  a  manufactured  product,  made  of  oleo  oil,  neutral  lard,  milk 
and  cream,  and  pure  butter,  although  pure  butter  is  not  used  in  all 
grades.'  Conceding  that  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  oleomargarine 
nre  based  upon  natural  right,  and  that  the  product,  when  properly 
made,  is  not  harmful,  but  is  a  wholesome  and  nutritious  food,  yet 
the  fact  that  it  may  easily  be  made  to  resemble  butter,  and  so  as  to  be 
harmful,  and  often  is  so  made  and  sold,  gives  a  state  undoubted 
authority  to  adopt  reasonable  regulations  to  insure  the  public  against 
resulting  fraud  and  injury.*  Accordingly  enactments  having  for 
their  object  the  regulation  of  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  substitutes 

18.  State  V.  Campbell,  64  N.  H.  402,  399,  34  L.R.A.  318;  Nelson  v.  Minne- 
13  Atl.  585, 10  A.  S.  R.  419.  apolis,  112  Minn.  16,  127  N.  W.  445, 

19.  Com.  V.  Wheeler,  205  Mass.  384,  29  L.R.A.(N.S.)  260. 

91  N.  E.  415,  137  A.  S.  R.  456,  18  2.  Nelson  v.  Minneapolis,  112  Minn. 
Ann.  Cas.  319;  State  v.  Campbell,  64  16,  127  N.  W.  445,  29  L.E.A.(N.S.) 
N.  H.  402,  13  Atl.  585,  10  A.  S.  R.  260. 

419.  3.  State  v.  Armour  Packing  Co.,  124 

20.  Com.  V.  Wheeler,  205  Mass.  384,  la.  323,  100  N.  W.  59,  2  Ann.  Cas. 
91  N.  E.  415,  137  A.  S.  B.  456,  IS  448. 

Ann.  Cas.  319.  4.  People  v.  Freeman,  242  HI,  373, 

1.  Adams  v.  Milwaukee,  228  U.  S.  90  N.  E.  366,  17  Ann.  Cas,  1098; 
572,  33  S.  Ct.  610,  57  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  Butler  v.  Chambers,  36  Minn.  69,  30 
971  and  note;   State  v.  Nelson,  66  N.  W.  308,  1  A.  S.  R.  638. 
Minn.  166,  68  N.  W.  1066,  61  A.  S.  B.     Note:  85  A.  S.  R.  400. 
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for  butter,  have  been  sustained  by  the  courts  of  last  resort.*  Such 
statutes  do  not  deprive  persons  of  their  liberty  or  property  without 
due  process  of  law.*  Kor  does  an  excise  on  artificially  colored  oleomar- 
garine infringe  the  constitutional  guaranty  of  due  process  of  law 
because  the  effect  of  the  tax  may  be  to  suppress  the  manufacture  of 
that  article.'  Dealers  in  oleomargarine  and  other  substitutes  for 
butter  have  no  vested  right  to  palm  off  their  products  on  purchasers 
who  ask  for  butter  as  the  genuine  article  they  are  seeking.* 

21.  Nature  of  Statutes  Affecting  Oleomargarine. — Some  of  the 
earlier  cases  held  that  a  state  statute  prohibiting  absolutely  the  manu- 
facture or  sale  of  oleomargarine  or  any  other  article  designed  to  take 
the  place  of  butter  or  cheese  produced  from  pure  unadulterated  milk 
or  cream  is  a  lawful  exercise  by  the  state  of  its  power  to  protect,  by 
police  regulations,  the  public  health.*  The  weight  of  authority,  how- 


6.  Powell  V.  Pennsylvania,  127  U.  1913E  405  and  note,  40  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

S.  678,  8  S.  Ct.  992,  1257,  32  U.  S.  865;  Beha  v.  State,  67  Neb.  27,  93 

(L.  ed.)  253;  Walker  v.  Pennsylvania,  N.  W.  155,  2  Ann.  Cas.  846;  State 

127  U.  S.  699,  8  S.  Ct.  997,  32  U.  S.  v.  MarshaU,  64  N.  H.  549, 15  All.  210, 

(L.  ed.)  261;  United  States  v.  Eaton,  1  L.R.A.  51  and  note;  Ives  v.  South 

144  U.  S.  G77,  12  S.  Ct.  764,  36  U.  S.  Buffalo  R.  Co.,  201  N.  Y.  271,  94 

(L.  ed.)  591;  Plumley  v.  Massacbu-  N.  E.  431,  Ann.  Caa.  1912B  156,  34 

setts,  155  U.  S.  461,  15  S.  Ct.  154,  LJl.A.(N.S.)  162;  Com.  v.  Miller,  131 

39  U.  S.  {L.  ed.)  223;  Capital  City  Pa.  St  118,  IS  AU.  938,  6  L.R.A. 

Dairy  Co.  v.  Ohio,  183  U.  S.  238,  22  633  and  note;  State  v.  Myers,  42  W. 

S.  Ct.  120,  46  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  171;  Va.  822,  26  S.  E.  539,  57  A.  S.  I?. 

McCrary  v.  United  States,  195  U.  S.  887,  35  LJl.A.  844,  overruled  on  an- 

27,  24  S.  Ct.  769,  49  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  other  point  by  State  v.  Brace,  55  W. 

78,  1  Ann.  Cas.  561;  Schick  v.  United  Va.  384,  47  S.  E.  146. 

States,  195  U.  S.  05,  24  S.  Ct.  826,  Notes:  78  A.  S.  R.  243;  85  A.  S. 

49  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  99, 1  Ann.  Cas.  585;  R.  401;  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  879. 

Hammond  Packing  Co.  v.  Montana,  6.  McCrary  v.  United  States,  195 

233  U.  S.  331,  34  S.  Ct.  596,  58  U.  S.  U.  S.  27,  24  8.  Ct.  769,  49  U.  S. 

(L.  ed.)  985;  Territory  v.  O'Connor,  (L.  ed.)  78,  1  Ann.  Caa.  561. 

5  Dak.  397,  41  N.  W.  746,  3  L.R.A.  Note:  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  879. 

355;  People  v.  Freeman,  242  111.  373,  7.  McCrary  v.  United  States,  195 

90  N.  E.  366,  17  Ann.  Cas.  1098  and  U.  S.  27,  24  S.  Ct.  769,  49  U.  S. 

note;  McFaddcn  v.  Blocker,  3  Indian  (L.  ed.)  78,  1  Ann.  Cas.  561.  See 

Ter.  224,  54  S.  W.  873,  58  L.R.A.  In  re  Kollock,  165  U.  S.  526,  17  S. 

894;  State  v.  Armour  Packing  Co.,  Ct.  444,  41  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  813;  Cliff 

124  la.  323,  100  N.  \V,  59,  2  Ann.  v.  United  States,  195  U.  S,  159.  25 

Cas.  448  and  note;  State  v,  Durein,  S.  Ct.  1,  49  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  139;  Mox- 

70  Kan.  1,  78  Pac.  152,  15  L.R.A.  ley  v.  Herts,  216  U.  S.  344,  30  S. 

(N.S.)  908;  State  v.  Rogers,  95  Me.  Ct.  305,  54  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  510. 

94,  49  Atl.  564,  85  A.  S.  R.  395;  8.  People  v.  Freeman,  242  111.  373, 

Fox  V.  SUte,  89  Md.  381,  43  Atl.  775,  90  N.  E.  366,  17  Ann.  Cas.  1098. 

73  A.  S.  R.  193;  Cora.  v.  Huntlev,  9.  Powell  v.  Pennsylvania,  127  U.  S. 

156  Mass.  236,  30  N.  E.  1127,  15  678,  88  S.  Ct.  992,  1257,  32  U.  S. 

L.R.A.  839;  Butler  v.  Chambers,  36  (L.  ed.)   253;  Powell  v.  Com.,  114 

Minn.  69,  30  N.  W.  308,  1  A.  S.  R.  Pa.  St.  265,  7  Atl.  913,  60  Am.  Rep. 

638  and  note;  State  v.  Hanson,  118  350. 

Minn.  86,  136  N.  W.  412,  Ann.  Cas.  Note:  2  Ann.  Cas.  45Z 
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ever,  is  now  against  this  position^'  Some  cases  have  held  tliat  a 
state  statute  prohibiting  absolutely  the  manufacture  or  sale  of  oleomar- 
garine is  applicable  to  the  sale  of  oleomargarine  imported  from  another 
state,  and  that  it  is  not  unconstitutional  as  regulating  interstate  com- 
merce ;  but  it  is  now  established  that  it  is  an  unlawful  interference 
with  interstate  commerce  for  a  state  to  prohibit  absolutely  the  intro- 
duction of  oleomargarine  from  another  state  and  ita  sale  in  the  orig- 
inal package  as  oleomargarine,  though  it  may  lawfully  enact  legis- 
lation designed  to  insure  the  purity  of  the  imported  product  and  to 
prevent  the  deceptive  sale  of  even  pure  oleomargarine  as  butter.** 
So  a  statute  prohibiting  the  sale  of  oleomargarine  unless  it  is  colored 
pink  is  held  to  be,  in  effect,  prohibitory,  since  it  imposes  a  condition 
that  practically  prevents  all  sales.  Hence,  so  far  as  it  applies  to 
oleomargarine  imported  from  other  states,  it  is  deemed  unconstitu- 
tional.*' But  there  is  no  recognition,  under  the  commerce  clause  of 
Uie  federal  constitution,  of  tJie  right  to  practice  a  fraud  upon  the 
public  in  the  sale  of  an  article  even  after  it  has  become  the  subject 
of  trade  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  If  a  statute  does  not  lay 
an  absolute  inhibition  on  the  sale  of  oleomargarine,  but  only  seels 
to  promote  and  enforce  fair  dealing  and  suppress  deception  and  false 
pretenses,  by  compelling  the  sale  of  oleomargarine  for  what  it  really 
is  and  preventing  its  sale  for  what  it  is  not,  such  statute  is  within  the 
police  power  of  the  state,  and  is  not  unconstitutional  as  an  interference 
with  interstate  commerce.**  Some  of  the  states  have  adopted  regula- 
tions requiring  that  notice  be  given  to  the  consumer  of  the  character 
of  the  substance  he  is  buying  by  some  external  distinguishing  marks, 

10.  Nortitwestem  Sffg.  Co.  t.  Wayne  Notes:  85  A.  S.  B.  40^;  2  Ann.  Caa. 
Cir.  Judge,  68  Mich.  381,  25  N.  W.  452. 

372,  66  Am.  Bep.  693;  State  v.  Han-  A>  to  the  original  package  doetrine, 

son,  118  Minn.  85,  136  N.  W.  412,  see  Couuerce,  vol.  5,  p.  709. 

Ann.  Cas.  1913E  405,  40  LJlA.(N.S.)  13.  Collins  v.  New  Hampshire,  171 

865;  People  v.  Marx,  99  N.  Y.  377,  U.  8.  30,  18  S.  Ct.  768,  43  U.  S. 

2  N.  E.  29,  52  Am.  Rep.  34.  (L.  ed.)  60. 

Notes:  50  Am.  Rep.  648  ;  85  A.  S.  In  State  v.  Myers,  42  W.  Va.  822, 

R.  402.  26  S.  E.  539,  57  A.  S.  R.  887,  35 

11.  Note:  2  Ann.  Cas.  452.  L.R.A.  844,  decided  before  the  qu^ 

12.  SchoUenbei^«r  v.  Pennsylvania,  tion  had  been  passed  on  by  the  sa- 
171  U.  S.  1,  18  S.  Ct.  757,  43  U.  S.  preme  court  of  the  United  States,  it 
(L.  ed.)  49;  Collins  v.  New  Hamp-  was  held  that  such  a  statute  was  con- 
shire,  171  U.  8.  30,  18  S.  Ct.  768,  stitutional,  but  this  decision  was  after- 
43  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  60;  In  re  Gooch,  44  wards  overruled  by  State  v.  Bmee,  55 
Fed.  276, 10  L.B.A.  830;  Fox  v.  State,  W.  Va.  384,  47  S.  E.  146. 

89  Md.  381,  43  AtL  775,  73  A.  S.  B.  14.  Plumley  v.  Massachusetts,  155 

193;  State  v.  Myers,  42  W.  Va.  822,  U,  S.  461,  15  S.  Ct.  154,  39  U.  S. 

26  S.  E.  539,  57  A.  S.  B.  887,  35  (L.  ed.)  223;  Fox  v.  State,  89  Md. 

I1.BA.  844,  overruled  on  another  point  381,  43  Atl.  775,  73  A.  S.  B.  193; 

by  State  v.  Bruce,  55  W.  Va.  384,  Com.  v.  Huntley,  156  Mass.  236,  30 


47  S.  E.  146. 


N.  E.  1127,  16  L.BA.  839. 
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instead  of  by  the  color  of  the  article.  These  acts  are  bold  to  be 
constitutional.^*  Provisions  of  law  relating  to  placards  upon  tuba  or 
packages  in  which  oleomargarine  is  exposed  for  sale  or  sold,  and  to 
wrappOTS  stamped  with  the  word  "oleomargarine,"  in  which  the  retail 
dealer  is  required  to  deliver  it  to  the  purchaser,  as  well  as  provisions 
forbidding  misleading  statements  on  labels,  and  those  requiring  the 
proprietors  of  hoteb,  restaurants,  boaxding  houses,  and  other  eating 
places  to  print  on  their  bills  of  fare  or  upon  large  placards  that  oleo- 
margarine is  used  in  place  of  butter,  are  well  designed  to  protect  both 
the  purchaser  and  the  consumer.^*  A  statute  prohibiting  the  manu- 
facture and  sale  of  process  butter,  unless  marked  "renovated  butter," 
does  not,  in  its  application  to  foreign  products,  contravene  the  com< 
merce  clause  of  the  federal  constitution.*'  Oleomargarine  whose  yel- 
lo'fr  color  is  produced  by  the  employment,  as  an  ingredient,  of  butter 
which  itself  is  artificially  colored,  is  not  "free  from  artificial  colora- 
tion" within  the  meaning  of  the  proviso  to  the  act  of  Congress  pre- 
scribing a  lower  rate  of  taxation  for  oleomargarine  not  so  colored, 
although  the  statute  treats  butter,  whether  artificially  colored  or  not,  as 
an  authorized  ingredient  of  oleomargarine.**  Under  a  statute  prohibit- 
ing the  manufacture  or  sale  of  any  article  not  produced  from  milk  or 
cream,  "in  imitation  or  semblance  of  or  designed  to  take  the  place  of 
butter,"  it  is  not  criminal  to  sell  a  substitute  for  butter  unless  it  is 
in  imitation  or  semblance  thereof.'*  There  is  a, sharp  conflict  of 
authority  as  to  whether  a  law  which  prohibits  the  manufacture  of 
oleomargarine  or  any  other  substance  colored  in  imitation  of  yellow 
butter  includes  within  its  prohibition  a  substance  to  which  no  foreign 
coloring  matter  has  been  added,  but  which,  because  of  the  very  nature 
of  the  ingredients  themselves,  is  a  substance  which  is  similar  to  butter 
in  color.** 

22.  Bread. — state  legislature,  or  a  municipality  acting  under 

state  authority,  has  the  right  to  regulate  the  manufacture  or  sale  of 
bread.*    The  making  and  selling  of  bread,  particularly  in  cities 

16.  Hathaway   v.    McDonald,    27  People  v.  Arensberg,  105  N.  T.  123, 

Wash.  659,  68  Pac.  376,  91  A.  S.  B.  UN.  E.  277,  59  Am.  Rep.  483. 

889.  20.  State  v.  Armour  Paddng  Co., 

Note:  85  A.  S.  R.  401.  124  la.  323,  100  N.  W.  69,  2  Ann. 

16.  State  V.  Hanson,  118  Minn.  85,  Cas.  448;  State  v.  Hanson,  118  Minn. 
136  N.  W.  412,  Ann.  Cas.  1913E  406,  85,  136  N.  W.  412,  Ann.  Cas.  1913E 
40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  865.  405  and  note,  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  865; 

17.  Hathaway  v.  McDonald,  27  People  v.  Guiton,  210  N.  Y.  1, 103  N. 
Wash.  659,  68  Pac  376,  91  A,  S.  R.  E.  773,  L.R.Aa915A  757  and  note; 
B89.  Meyer  v.  State,  134  Wis.  156,  114  N. 

18.  McCrary  v.  United  States,  195  W.  501,  14  L.RA.(N.S.)  1061  and 
U.  S.  27,  24  S.  Ct.  769,  49  U.  S.-  note. 

(L.  ed.)  78,  1  Ann.  Cas.  561.  See  14  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1062  note. 

19.  People  V.  Arensberg,  103  N.  Y.  1.  Schmidinger  v.  Chicago,  226  U. 
S88,  8  N.  E.  736,  67  Am.  Rep.  741;  S.  578, 33  S.  Ct.  182, 67  U.  S.  (U  ed.)^ 
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where  thousands  of  people  depend  upon  their  supply  of  this  necMseary 
of  life  by  purchase  from  bakers,  is  obviously  one  of  the  trades  and 
callings  which  may  be  the  subject  of  police  regulation.'  Local  author- 
ities entrusted  with  the  regulation  of  such  matters  and  not  the  courte 
are  primarily  the  judges  of  the  necessities  of  local  situations  calling 
for.  such  legislation,  and  the  courts  may  interfere  with  laws  or  ordi- 
nances passed  in  pursuance  of  the  police  power  only  where  they  are 
so  arbitnu^  as  to  be  in  excess  of  any  reasonable  exercise  of  authority.*  - 
Laws  prescribing  standard  sizes  of  loaves  of  bread  and  prohibiting, 
with  minor  exceptions,  the  sale  of  other  sizes^  have  been  sustained 
in  the  courts  of  several  states.*  The  legislative  department  of  the 
state  has  the  power  to  authorize  a  municipality  to  enact  ordinances 

.  regulating  the  weight  and  price  of  bread,  prescribing  the  quality 
of  flour  to  be  used  in  the  making  thereof,  and  requiring  a  license 
from  persons  engaged  in  baking  bread  fot*  sale.*  An  ordinance 
passed  pursuant  to  such  delegated  authority  cannot  be  held  un- 

'  reasonable  because  it  limite  loaves  to  specified  weights,  or  because 
it  does  not  permit  loaves  of  other  weights  to  be  made  for  sale  by 
special  contract,  or  because  it  can  be  complied  with  only  by  making 
Uie  loaves  of  greater  weights  than  those  specified  in  order  to  allow 
for  loss  of  weight  by  evaporation,  or  because  it  expressly  exempts  the 
sale  of  stale  bread  from  its  provisions.'  The  wrapping  of  loaves  of 
bread  in  paper  when  exposed  for  sale  would  seem  to  be  the  most  feas- 
ible way  of  protecting  them  from  the  contamination  caused  by  hand- 
ling and  by  the  presence  of  dust  and  flies  and  perhaps  other  noxious 
insects ;  and  a  municipal  regulation  to  this  effect  is  valid.  The  mere 
fact  that  the  wrapping  is  attended  with  some  expense  does  not  prove 
that  the  rule  is  unreasonable.^   The  provision  of  an  ordinance  that 


364;  Ann.  Cas.  1914B  284;  Chicago  8.  Schmidinger  v.  Chicago,  226  U. 

V.  Schmidinger,  243  III.  167,  90  N.  E.  S.  578,  33  S.  Ct.  182,  57  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

369, 17  Ann.  Cas.  614,  44  L.R.A.(N.S.)  31)4,  Ann.  Cas.  1914B  284. 

632  and  note;  People  v.  Wagner,  86  4.  Schmidinger  v.  Chicago,  226  U. 

Mich.  594,  49  N.  W.  609,  24  A.  S.  R.  S.  578,  33  S.  Ct.  182,  57  U.  S.  (L.  ed.) 

141,  13  L.R.A.  286;  State  v.  Layton,  364,  Ann.  Cas.  1914B  284;  Mobile 

160  Mo.  474,  61  S.  W.  171,  83  A.  v.  Yuille,  3  Ala.  137,  36  Am.  Dec.  441; 

S.  R.  487,  62  L.R.A.  163;  State  v.  Chicago  v.  Schmidinger,  243  III.  167, 

Normand,  76  N.  H.  541,  85  Atl,  899,  90  N.  E.  369,  17  Ann.  Cas.  614,  44 

Ann.  Cas.  1913E  996.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  632;  People  v.  Wagner, 

2.  Schmidinger  v.  Chicago,  226  U.  86  Mich.  594,  49  N.  W.  609,  24  A. 

S.  578,  33  S.  Ct.  182,  57  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  S.  R.  141,  13  L.R.A.  286. 

364,  Ann.  Cas.  191-lB  284;  Chicago  5.  Mobile  t.  Yuille,  3  Ala.  137,  36 

V.  Schmidinger,  243  III.  167,  90  N.  E.  Am.  Dec.  441. 

369,  17  Ann.  Cas.  614,  44  L.R.A.  6.  Chicago  v.  Schmidinger,  243  III. 

(N.S.)  632  and  note;  People  v.  Wag-  167,  90  N.  E.  369,  17  Ann.  Cas.  614, 

ner,  86,  Mich.  504,  49  N.  W.  609,  24  44  L.RjS..(N.S.)  632. 

A.  S.  R.  141,  13  L.R.A.  286;  State  7.  State  v.  Normand,  76  N.  H.  541, 

V.  Normand,  76  N.  H.  541,  86  Atl.  85  Atl.  899,  Ann.  Cas.  1913E  096. 
899,  Ann.  Cas.  1913E  996. 
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a  label  shall  be  placed  upon  each  loaf  of  bread,  stating  the  size  of  the 
loaf  and  the  name  of  the  manufacturer,  cannot  be  considered  so 
unreasonable  as  to  render  the  ordinance  void.*  When  there  is  a  sharp 
conflict  of  testimony  as  to  the  noxious  or  innocuous  character  of  alum 
baking  powders,  a  court  cannot  take  judicial  notice  that  these  powders 
are  a  perfectly  innocuous  preparation,  and  cannot,  therefore,  declare 
that  the  legislature,  in  prohibiting  the  use  of  alum  in  breads  tran- 
scended its  constitutional  authority.* 

23.  Meats. — Undoubtedly,  a  state  may  establish  regulations  for  the 
protection  of  its  people  against  the  sale  of  unwholesome  meats,  pro- 
vided such  regulations  do  not  conflict  with  the  powers  conferred  by 
the  constitution  upon  Congress,  or  infringe  rights  granted  or  secured 
by  that  instrument.^**  It  is  generally  held  therefore  that  a  statute 
or  ordinance  which  has  for  its  purpose  the  regulation  of  sales  of  meat 
by  meat  dealers  or  butchers  is  valid  as  an  exercise  of  the  police  power, 
whether  the  regulation  is  restrictive  in  that  it  prohibits  sales  in  a 
certain  manner  and  in  certain  places  without  a  license,  or  whether  a 
license  fee  is  imposed  for  the  purpose  of  insuring  the  public  health 
by  securing  a  system  of  inspection.  In  all  cases,  however,  the  regula- 
tion must  be  reasonable  and  must  not  be  discriminatory.^^  While 
a  city  may  provide  by  ordinance  that  a  meat  dealer  shall  procure  a 
license  before  offering  meat  for  sale,  such  ordinance  must  be  applicable 
alike  to  all  parts  of  the  city.**  A  city  may  by  ordinance  provide  for 
the  establishment  and  regulation  of  meat  markets  and  may  prohibit 
the  sale  of  fresh  meats  at  retail  outside  of  specified  markets  before  a 
certain  hour  of  the  day.'*  An  ordinance  making  it  unlawful  to  sell 
fresh  pork  or  sausage  made  thereof  between  June  and  October  is 
unreasonable  and  void,  since  it  violates  the  inalienable  right  of  man 
to  procure  food.'*  Again,  a  state  may  not,  under  the  guise  of  exert- 

8.  Chicago  v.  Schmidinger,  243  lU.  281,  8  So.  429,  10  L.R.A.  158.  See 
167,  90  N.  E.  369,  17  Ann.  Cas.  614,  also  Huesing  v.  Rock  Island,  128  111. 
44  L.R.A.(N.S.)  632.  465,  21  N.  E.  558,  15  A.  S.  R.  129; 

9.  State  V.  Layton,  160  Mo.  474,  61  Chicago  v.  Netcher,  183  lU.  104,  55 
8.  W.  171,  83  A.  S.  R.  487,  62  L.R.A.  N.  E.  707,  75  A.  S.  R.  93,  48  L.R.A. 
163.  261;  New  Orleans  v.  Dubarry,  33  La, 

10.  Brimmer  v.  Rebman,  138  U.  S.  Ann.  481,  39  Am.  Rep.  273;  St.  Paul 
78,  11  S.  Ct.  213,  34  V.  S.  (L.  ed.)  v.  Laidlcr,  2  Minn.  190,  72  Am.  Dec. 
862.  89;  St.  Paul  v.  Colter,  12  Minn.  41, 

11.  Henback  v.  SUte,  53  Ala.  523,  90  Am.  Dec.  278. 

25  Am.  Rep.  650;  Ex  parte  Byrd,  84      Note:  Ann.  Caa.  1912B  512. 

Ala.  17,  4  So.  397,  5  A.  S.  R.  328;      12.  Note:   Ann.   Cas.  1912B  511. 

Helena  v.  Dwver,  64  Ark.  424,  42  S.  And  see  License, 

W.  1071,  62  A.  S.  R.  20G,  39  L.R.A.      13.  Ex  parte  Byrd,  84  Ala.  17,  4 

266;  Trigg  v.  Dixon,  96  Ark.  199,  131  So.  397,  5  A.  S.  R.  328. 

S.  W.  696,  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  509  and      Note:  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  510. 

note;  Jacksonville  v.  Ledwith,  26  Fla.      14.  Helena  v.  Dwyer,  64  Ark.  424, 

163,  7  So.  885,  23  A.  S.  R.  558,  9  42  S.  W.  1071,  62  A.  S.  R.  206,  39 

L.R.A.  69;  Atkins  v.  Phillips,  26  Fla.  L.R.A.  266. 
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ing  its  police  powers,  or  of  enacting  inspection  laws,  make  discrim- 
inations against  the  products  and  industries  of  some  of  the  states  in 
favor  of  the  products  and  industries  of  it3  own  or  of  other  states.  A 
law  providing  for  the  inspection  of  animftlfl  whose  meats  are  designed 
for  human  food  cannot  be  regarded  as  a  rightful  exertion  of  the  police 
powers  of  the  state,  if  the  inspection  prescribed  is  of  such  a  character, 
or  is  burdened  with  such  conditions,  as  will  prevent  altogether  the 
introduction  into  the  state  of  sound  meats,  the  product  of  animals 
slaughtered  in  other  states.^* 

24.  Vinegar. — A  food  substance  that  has  been  made'  the  subject  of 
regulation  in  many  states  is  vinegar.  Statutes  and  ordinances  regulat- 
ing the  manufacture  and  sale  of  this  product,  like  the  enactments 
relating  to  other  articles  of  food,  have  in  most  instances  been  upheld 
as  an  appropriate  exercise  of  the  police  power.**  They  are  directed 
ordinarily  against  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  impure  or  adulterated 
Wnegars.*'  So  a  pure  food  statute  which  has  the  effect  to  prohibit  the 
mixture  of  distilled  vinegar  and  sugar  vinegar,  both  of  which  are 
wholesome  article  of  food,  in  such  proportions  as  to  obtain  a  color 
similar  to  that  of  cider  vinegar,  has  been  held  not  to  be  so  unreason- 
able as  to  constitute  an  improper  exercise  of  the  police  power.** 
Again,  a  statute  prohibiting  every  person  from  manufacturing  or 
keeping  for  sale  any  vinegar  containing  any  artificial  coloring  matter 
is  constitutional  and  enforceable  though  the  coloring  is  harmless  and 
not  injurious  to  health,  and  the  vinegar  so  colored  ia  in  all  respects 
equal  to  the  best  vinegar  of  the  class  which  it  is  colored  to  repre- 
sent, if  the  object  of  the  coloring  is  to  deceive  purdiasers  into  bdiev- 
ing  that  the  vinegar  was  of  this  latter  class.** 

IV.  Civil  Liability 

25.  Sales  of  Unwholesome  Food  in  General. — Persons  who  engage 
in  the  business  of  furnishing  food  for  consumption  by  man  are 
bound  to  exercise  care  and  prudence  respecting  the  fitness  of  the 
articles  furnished,  and  they  may  be  held  liable  in  damages  if,  by 
reason  of  any  negligence  on  their  part,  corrupt  or  unwholesome 
provisions  are  sold  and  persons  are  made  ill  thereby.**  The  propri- 
etor of  a  hotel,  restaurant  or  lunch  room,  or  eating  place,  is  bound 

16.  Minnesota  t.  Barber,  136  U.  S.  260  lU.  654,  103  N.  E.  530,  49  LJLA. 

313,  10  S.  Ct.  862,  34  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  (N.S.)  1206. 

465.  19.  People  v.  Girard,  145  N.  T.  105, 

16.  Note:  49  L.R.A.(N.S.)  1206.     39  N.  B.  823,  46  A.  S.  R.  595;  People 

17.  People  V.  William  HenDing  Co.,  v.  Spencer,  201  N.  T.  105,  94  N.  B. 
260  lU.  554,  103  N.  E.  630,  49  L.RA.  614,  Ann.  Caa.  1912A  818. 

(N.S.)  1206  and  note;  People  v.  Gir-  20.  Malone  v.  Jones,  91  Kan.  815, 
ard,  145  N.  Y.  105,  39  N.  E.  823,  45  139  Pac.  387,  L.R.A.1915A  328;  Doyle 
A.  S.  R.  595.  V.  Fuerst,  129  La.  838,  66  So.  906, 

18.  People     William  Henning  Co.,  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  1110,  40  LiU^.. 
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to  see  that  the  food  served  by  him  is  of  the  class  which  is  generally 
accepted  as  fit  for  ordinary  human  consumption,  and  he  must  use 
in  the  preparation  of  his  food  that  degree  of  care  which  the  law 
exacts  of  those  who  follow  his  occupatioQ  for  a  livelihood.  The  law 
requires  that,  in  the  selection  and  cooking  of  food  for  his  custom^ 
ers,  he  shall  exercise  the  same  degree  of  care  which  a  reasonably 
prudent  man,  skilled  in  the  art  of  selecting  and  preparing  food  for 
human  consumption,  would  be  expected  to  exercise  in  the  selection 
and  preparation  of  food  for  his  own  private  .table.  In  such  cases 
there  appears  to  be  no  implied  warranty.*  It  is  not  necessary  to 
aver  that  the  defendant  knew  of  the  injurious  quality.  It  is  suffi- 
cient if  it  appears  that  he  ought  to  have  known  of  it,  and  was  negli- 
gent in  furnishing  unwholesome  food,  by  reason  whereof  the  plaintiff 
was  injured.*  A  great  majority  of  the  cases  have  to  do  with  the 
furnishing  of  food  for  human  consumption,  but  there  seems  to  be 
no  reason  why  the  same  principle  should  not  be  applicable  in  the 
case  of  food  supplied  for  the  use  of  animals.  Where  a  person  sold 
hay  upon  which  had  been  spilled  white  lead  paint  he  was  held  liable 
for  the  death  of  an  animal  caused  by  eating  it.*  But  in  the  absence 
of  negligence  on  his  part  a  miller  is  not  liable  for  injury  to  cattle 
from  bran  into  which  pieces  of  metal  had  fallen.*  And  where  cotton 
seed  hulls  and  meal  are  purchased  for  cattle  food  at  an  oil  mill  and 
loaded  by  the  purchaser  into  his  wagon  with  a  fork  and  are  mixed 
in  small  quantities  at  each  feeding,  the  discovery  of  foreign  metallic 
substances  therein  is  equally  open  to  the  buyer  and  seller,  and  there 
is  no  liability  on  the  part  of  the  latter.' 

26.  Foundation  of  Liability — ^Warranty, — ^In  an  ordinary  sale  of 
goods  the  rule  of  caveat  emptor  applies,  unless  the  purchaser  exacts 

(N.  Y.)  480  and  note;  Emerson  v.  it  appears  to  threaten  serious  danger 

Brigham,  10  Mass.  197,  6  Am.  Dec.  to  human  life  or  serious  detriment  to 

109;  Bishop  v.  Weber,  139  Mass.  411,  health.    Health  Dep't  v.  Purdon,  99 

1  N.  E.  151,  52  Am.  Rep.  715;  Farrell  N.  Y.  237,  1  N.  E.  687,  62  Am.  Hep. 

V.  Manhattan  Market  Co.,  198  Mass.  22. 

271,  84  N.  E.  481,  126  A.  S.  R.  436,  1.  Malone  v.  Jones,  91  Kan.  815, 

15  Ann.  Cas.  1076,  15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  139  Pac.  387,  L.R.A.1915A  328  (a 

884 ;    Crocker    v.    Baltimore    Dairy  case  of  a  farmer  who  served  unwhole- 

Lunoh  Co.,  214  Mass.  177,  100  N.  E  some  meat  to  a  laborer). 

1078,  Ann.  Cas.  19I4B  884;  Craft  v.  For  a  full  discoasiou  of  this  subject 

Parker,  96  Mich.  245,  55  N.  W.  812,  see  Innkiepers. 

21  L.R.A.  139  and  note;  Neiman  v.  2.  Bishop  v.  Weber,  139  Mass.  411, 

Channellene  Oil,  etc.,  Co.,  112  Minn,  1  N.  E.  154,  52  Am.  Rep.  715. 

11,  127  N.  W.  394,  140  A.  S.  R.  458  ;  3.  French  v.  Vining,  102  Uass.  132, 

Van  Bracklin  v.  Fonda,  12  Johns.  (N.  3  Am.  Rep.  440. 

Y.)  468,  7  Am.  Dec.  339;  Hunter  v.  4.  Lukens  v.  Preiund,  27  Kan.  664, 

Stote,  1  Head  (Tenn.)  160,  73  Am.  41  Am.  Rep.  429. 

Dec.  164.  6.  National  Cotton  Oil  Co.  v.  Young, 

Note:  73  Am.  Dee.  167,  170.  74  Ark.  144,  85  S.  W.  92,  109  A.  & 

The  sale  of  adulterated  teas  vill  R.  71,  4  Ann.  Caa.  1123. 

not  be  restrained  by  iojunction  unless 
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of  the  vefldoi  a  warranty.  Where,  however,  articles  of  food  aze 
purchased  from  a  retail  dealer  for  immediate  coosumption,  the  eon- 
fiequences  resulting  from  the  purchase  of  an  unsoond  article  may 
be  so  serious  and  may  prove  so  disastrous  to  the  health  and  life  of 
the  coiLsumer  that  public  safety  demands,  according  to  the  assertion 
of  many  courts,  an  implied  warranty  on  the  part  of  the  vendor 
that  the  article  sold  is  sound  and  fit  for  the  use  for  which  it  is 
purchased.*  There  have  been  expressions  of  this  character  since 
the  earliest  times.  A  case  in  Year  Book  9  Hen.  VI  53,  may  be 
taken  as  an  example.  It  is  there  said:  "If  I  come  into  a  tavern 
to  eat,  and  he  gives  and  sells  to  me  beer  and  flesh  which  are  cor- 
rupt, by  which  I  am  put  into  a  great  sickness,  I  shall  have  against 
him  my  action  on  the  case  clearly,  even  although  he  made  no  guar- 
anty to  me."  The  principle  invoked  is  the  general  rule  of  the  law 
of  sales  which  declares  that  where  the  buyer  orders  goods  to  be  sup- 
plied, and  trusts  to  the  judgment  of  the  seller  to  select  those  which 
shall  be  applicable  to  the  purpose  for  which  they  are  ordered,  there 
is  an  implied  warranty  that  they  shall  be  reasonably  fit  for  that 
purpose.^  According  to  some  courts,  the  rule  that  in  a  sale  of 
articles  intended  for  food  there  is  an  implied  warranty  that  they  are 
wholesome  is  limited  to  a  sale  of  goods  for  human  food  and  does 
not  extend  to  a  sale  of  feedstuff  for  cattle;  ^  but  there  is  authority 
to  the  contrary.'  Again,  provisions  may  be  ordered  by  the  purchaser 
in  person  in  the  dealer's  shop,  in  such  a  way  that  it  is  made  knoMm 
to  the  dealer  that  his  knowledge  and  skill  are  relied  on  to  supply 
wholesome  food,  and  if  they  are  so  ordered  he  is  liable  if  they 
are  not  fit  to  be  eaten;  but  if  the  provisions  are  selected  by  the 
buyer,  and  the  selection  is  not  left  to  the  judgment  and  skill  of  the 
dealer,  the  dealer  is  not  liable  (in  the  absence  of  knowledge  by  him 
that  the  provisions  are  unsound)  if  the  provisions  prove  to  be  not 
fit  for  food.^o   The  rule  is  also  qualified  by  some  courts  in  this: 

6.  National  Cotton  Oil  Co.  v.  Young,  v.  Parker,  96  Mich.  245,  55  N.  W.  812, 
74  Ark.  144,  85  S.  W.  92,  109  A.  S.  21  L.R.A.  139  and  note. 
R.  71,  4  Ann.  Gas.  1123  and  note;      Notes:  73  Am.  Dec  167;  22  UB^. 
Nelson  v.  Armour  Packing  Co.,  76  195. 

Ark.  352,  90  S.  W.  288,  6  Ann.  Cas.      7.  Farrell  v.  Manhattan  Market  Co., 
237;  Parks  v.  C.  C.  Yost  Pie  Co.,  93  198  Mass.  271,  84  N.  E.  481,  126  A.  - 
ICan.  334,  144  Pae.  202,  L.R.A.1915C  S.  R.  436, 15  Amu  Gas.  1076, 15  hSLA. 
179;  Doyle  v.  Fuerat,  129  La.  838,  56  (N.S.)  884. 

So.  906,  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  1110  and  8.  National  Cotton  Oil  Co.  v.  Young, 
note,  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  480;  Farrell  v.  74  Ark.  144,  85  S.  W.  92,  109  A.  S. 
Manhattan  Market  Co.,  198  Mass.  271,  R.  71,  4  Ann.  Cas.  1123;  Lukens  v. 
81  N.  E.  481,  126  A.  S.  R.  436,  15  Freiund,  27  Kan.  664,  41  Am.  Rep. 
Ann.  Cas.  1076  and  note,  15  L.R.A.  429. 

(N.S.)  884  and  note;  Moses  v.  Mead,     Note:  15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  886, 
1  Denio  (N.  Y.)  378,  43  Am.  Dec.     9.  Notes:  73  Am.  Dec  168:  16 
67C;  Van  Bracklin  V.Fonda,  12  Johns.  L.R,A.{N.S.)  885. 
(N.  Y.)  468,  7  Am.  Dec  339;  Craft     10.  Farrell  v.  Manhattan  Maricet- 
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if  the  sale  is  made  by  one  who  is  not  a  dealer  and  there  is  no  implied 
term  or  condition  of  soundness  tiie  defendant  is  not  liahle  unless 
he  knew  or  might  have  known  of  the  fact  that  the  food  sold  was 
not  tit  to  he  eaten. >i  In  order  to  recover  consequential  damages  for 
the  breach  of  an  implied  warranty  on  a  sale  of  food  it  is  not  neces- 
sary that  the  loss  or  injuries  sustained  should  have  been  contem- 
plated by  the  parties  when  the  sale  was  made.  The  measure  of 
damages  in  such  cases  is  the  estimated  loss  directly  and  naturally 
resulting,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  events,  from  the  breach  of  the 
implied  condition  or  warranty  that  the  provisions  sold  were  fit  for 
food.*'  Some  courts  have  taken  the  view  that  when  a  vendor  of 
provisions  has  no  notice  of,  and  cannot,  by  the  exercise  of  reason- 
able or  ordinary  care,  ascertain  the  unwholesome  or  unsound  condi- 
tion of  articles  sold  by  him,  he  is  not  to  be  held  liable  on  an  implied 
warranty.  Where  an  action  is  brought  to  recover  damages,  the  burden 
is  deemed  to  be  upon  the  person  bringing  the  action  to  establish  care- 
lessness or  negligence.  So  proof  by  one  injured  by  eating  unwhole- 
some food  at  a  public  restaurant,  of  the  fact  of  eating  the  food  and 
of  consequent  sickness,  is  held  not  to  be  sufficient  to  make  a  prima 
facie  case  in  his  favor  against  the  restaurant  keeper,  nor  to  shift  the 
burden  upon  the  latter  to  establish  due  care.*'  Where  there  is  a 
statutory  liability  imposed  upon  the  vendors  of  unwholesome  pro- 
visions, the  liability  of  such  persons  seems  to  rest  upon  the  statutory 
responsibility,  and  not  upon  an  implied  warranty.**  The  case  comes 
within  the  rule  that  where  a  statute  for  the  protection  or  benefit  of 
individuals  proliibits  a  person  from  doing  an  act,  or  imposes  a  duty 
upon  him  if  he  disobeys  the  prohibition  or  neglects  to  perform  the 
duty,  he  is  liable  to  those  for  whose  protection  the  statute  was  enacted 
for  damages  resulting  proximately  from  such  disobedience  or  neglect. 
NegUgence  is  implied  from  a  violation  of  the  statute.**  Ancient 
statutes  in  England  have  imposed  upon  "victualers,  butchers^  and 
other  common  dealers  in  victuals,"  both  a  civil  and  criminal  liabil- 
ity for  selling  unwholesome  food.** 

Co.,  198  Mass.  271,  84  N.  E.  481,  126  Pac.  633,  Ann.  Cas.  1915C  140  and 
A.  S.  R.  436,  15  Ann.  Caa.  1076,  15  note,  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  213  and  note. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  884.  13.  SheflEer  v.  Willoughby,  163  III. 

11.  Qiroux  V.  Stedman,  145  Mass.  518,  45  N.  E.  253,  54  A.  S.  R.  483, 
439,  14  N.  E.  538,  1  A.  S.  R.  472;  34  L.R.A.  464. 

Farrell  v.  Manhattan  Market  Co.,  198      14.  Mesbbesher  v.  Channellene  Oil 
Mass.  271,  84  N,  E.  481,  126  A.  S.  R.  etc.,  Co.,  107  Minn.  104,  119  N.  W, 
436,  15  Ann.  Cas.  1076,  15  L.R.A.  428,  131  A.  S.  R.  441. 
(N.S.)  884.  Note:  73  Am.  Dec.  171. 

Note:  73  Am.  Dec.  169,  170.  15.  Meslibesher  v.  Channellene  Oil. 

12.  Doyle  v.  Fueret,  129  La.  838,  etc.,  Co.,  107  Minn.  104,  119  N.  W. 
66  So.  906,  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  1110  and  428,  131  A.  S.  R.  441. 

note,  40  L.R.A.(N.S.)  48a    And  see     16.  Note:  73  Am.  Dee.  17L 
Mazetti  v.  Armour,  75  Wash.  622,  135 
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27.  Articles  Porchasecl  for  Resale,  Not  Consumption. — Blackstone 
lays  down  the  unqualified  doctrine  that  in  contracts  for  provisions 
it  is  always  implied  that  they  are  wholesome  (3  Black.  Com.  165) ; 
but  this  rule  has  not  received  the  approval  of  the  courte  either  in 
this  country  or  in  England,  and  has  not  been  applied  in  its  unquali- 
fied form.  The  cases  dearly  show  that  a  distinction  is  to  be  drawn 
between  a  sale  of  provisions  for  domestic  use,  and  one  where  the 
provisions  have  been  sold  as  merchandise,  or  for  resale.  While  it 
frequently  has  been  declared  that  in  all  sales  of  provisions  for  imme- 
diate domestic  use  there  is  an  implied  warranty  that  they  are  whole* 
some  and  fit  for  use,  yet  it  is  generally  admitted  that  this  warranty 
ex^nds  no  further,  and  does  not  cover  a  sale  of  provisions  for  any 
other  than  immediate  consumption."  In  selling  provisions  as  articles 
of  merchandise  which  the  buyer  does  not  intend  to  consume,  but  to 
sell  again,  the  .doctrine  of  caveat  emptor  applies.  Such  sales  are 
usually  made  in  large  quantities,  and  with  less  opportunity  to  know 
the  actual  condition  of  the  goods  than  when  they  are  sold  by  retail. 
When  provisions  are  not  sold  for  immediate  consumption,  there  is 
no  more  reason  for  implying  a  warranty  of  soundness  than  there  is 
in  relation  to  sales  of  other  articles  of  merchandise.'^  Thus  it  has 
been  held  that  in  the  sale  of  animals  by  a  farmer  to  retail  butchers, 
there  is  no  implied  warranty  that  they  are  fit  for  food,  although  he 
knows  that  they  buy  the  animals  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  up  for 
immediate  domestic  use.'*  There  may,  however,  it  has  been  decided, 
be  a  liability  in  such  cases  based  on  negligence,  and  the  sale  of 
poisonous  or  adulterated  cooking  oil  by  a  wholesale  dealer  is  prima 
facie  evidence  of  negligence  in  failing  to  ascertain  its  true  character 
although  the  package  was  properly  labeled  as  cotton  seed  oil.** 

28.  Provisions  Sold  in  Packages,  Cana,  etCw— In  the  case  of  articles 
of  food  sold  in  cans,  bottles,  and  sealed  packages,  some  of  the  ear- 
lier decisions  denied  the  right  of  the  consumer  to  recover  from  the 
manufacturer,  it  appearing  that  the  goods  were  purchased  through 

17.  Nelson  v.  Armonr  Packing  Co.,  378,  43  Am.  Dec.  676. 

76  Ark.  352,  90  S.  W.  288,  6  Ann.  Notes:  73  Am.  Deo.  166:  16  Ann 

Caa.  237;  Farrell  V.Manhattan  Market  Gas.  1083. 

Co.,  198  Mass.  271,  84  N.  E.  481,  126  As  to  the  doctrine  of  eaveat  emotor. 

A.  S.  R.  436,  15  Ann.  Cas.  1076  and  see  Sales. 

note,  15  L.R.A.(N.S.)  884  and  note.  19.  Howard  v.  Emeraon,  110  Man. 

Compare  Bunch  v.  Weil,  72  Ark.  343,  320,  14  Am.  Eep.  608:  Hanson  t 

80  S.  W.  582,  65  LJI.A.  80;  Nixa  Hartse,  70  Minn.  282,  73  N.  W.  163! 

Canning  Co.  t.  Lehmann-Higginson  68  A.  8.  B.  527;  Waiien  v.  Bn£ 

Grocer  Co.,  70  Kan.  664,  70  Pac.  141,  71  Vt.  44,  42  AtL  970.  76  A.  S.  R 

70  L.R.A.  653.  764. 

Notes:  73  Am.  Dee.  165;  22  L.R.A.  20.  Neiman  v.  ChanneUene  Oil.  etc, 

195.  Co.,  112  Minn.  11, 127  N.  W.  394  UO 

And  see  generally,  Salss.  A.  S.  B.  468. 
.   18.  Moses  V.  Mead,  1  Denio  (N.  Y.) 
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the  medium  of  a  retail  dealer.  Some  cases  based  this  conduBioD 
upon  the  rule  that  a  manufacturer  or  seller  is  not  liable  to  those 
who  have  no  contractual  relations  with  him,  for  injuries  to  per- 
sons or  property  resulting  from  negligence  in  the  manufacture  or 
sale  of, the  articles  handled;  whereas  other  courts  arrived  at  the  same 
result  on  the  ground  that  at  common  law,  upon  a  sale  of  food  or 
provisions,  by  a  manufacturer  to  a  dealer,  there  is  no  implied,  war- 
ranty of  wholesomeness,  and  that,  assuming  a  different  rule  to  exist 
in  the  case  of  a  sale  by  such  dealer  to  a  consumer,  yet  tiie  consumer, 
in  the  absence  of  a  statute,  cannot  hold  the  manufacturer  or  original 
vendor  to  a  higher  degree  of  duty  than  that  cast  upon  him  by  common 
law  with  re^>ect  to  his  own  vendee.*  A  great  majority  of  the  more 
recent  cases,  however,  bold  that  the  ultimate  consumer  of  products 
sold  in  cans  or  sealed  packages  may  bring  his  action  direct  against 
the  packer  or  manufacturer.*  Some  of  the  cases  hold  that  the  action 
is  for  breach  of  warranty;'  others  that  it  is  to  be  sustained  upon 
the  ground  of  negligence.^  A  few  courts  base  their  ruling  on  grounds 
of  general  public  policy  as  declared  in  the  pure  food  laws,  while 
others  say  that  the  liability  for  furnishing  provisions  which  endanger 
human  life  rests  upon  the  same  grounds  as  the  manufacturing  of 
patent  or  proprietary  medicine."  When  the  manufacturer  puts  the 
goods  upon  the  market  in  this  form  he,  in  effect,  represents  to  each 
purchaser  that  the  contents  of  the  can  or  package  are  suited  to  the 
purpose  for  which  it  is  sold.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  funda- 
mental condition  upon  which  the  common  law  doctrine  of  caveat 
emptor  is  based  is  conspicuously  absent;  for  the  buyer  has  no  oppor- 
tunity to  look  out  for  himself.  And  when  he  thus  buys  and  eats 
the  contents  of  the  package,  relying  upon  the  assurance  of  the  manu- 
facturer that  they  are  fit  to  be  eaten,  it  seems  to  result  from  general 
and  fundament^  principles  that  he  has  a  right  to  insist  that  the 
manufacturer  shall  at  least  exercise  care  that  they  are  so  fit,  and 
are  not  unwholesome  and  poisonous.*   Where  the  manufacturer  is 

1.  Notes:  19  Lil.A.(N.S.)  924;  48  135  Pae.  633,  Ann.  Cas.  1916G  140, 

L.R.A.(N.S.)  213.  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  213. 

2.  Parka  v.  C.  C.  Yost  Pie  Co.,  93  4.  Tomlinaon  v.  Armour,  75  N.  J. 
Kan.  334,  144  Pac.  202,  L.R.A.1915C  L.  748,  70  Atl.  314,  19  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
179  (death  caused  by  eating  onwhole-  923. 

some  pie) ;  Meshbesber  v.  Chfuinellene  6.  Mesbbesher  t.  Cbannellene  Oil, 
Oil,  etc.,  Co.,  107  Minn.  104,  119  N.  etc.,  Co.,  107  Minn.  104,  119  N.  W. 
W.  428,  131  A.  S.  B.  441;  Tomlinson  428,  131  A.  S.  B.  441;  Mazetti  v. 
V.  Armour,  75  N.  J.  L.  748,  70  Atl,  Armour,  75  Wash.  622,  135  Pac.  633, 
314,  19  L.R.A.(N.S.)  923  and  note;  Ann.  Cas.  1916C  140,  48  L.B.A.(N.S.) 
Mazetti  v.  Armour,  75  Wasb.  622,  135  213. 

Pac.  633,  Ann.  Cas.  lOldC  140  and     6.  Tomlinson  v.  Armour,  75  N.  J. 
note,  48  L.R.A.(N.S.)  213  and  note.     L.  748,  70  AtL  314,  19  LJUl.(N.S.) 
Note:  15  LJl.A.(N.S.}  885.  923. 

3.  Mawtti  V.  Azmonr,  75  Wash.  622, 
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held  to  warrant  his  products,  the  warranty  is  available  to  all  who  may 
be  damaged  by  reason  of  their  use  in  the  legitimate  channels  of  trade, 
and  a  restaurant  keeper  who  suffers  loss  in  reputation  and  business  by 
reason  of  serving  unwholesome  food  may  sue  the  manufacturer.^ 
29.  Retailer's  Liability  for  Canned  or  Sealed  Provisions'. — The 
early  rules  of  law  were  formulated  upon  the  theory  that  the  pro- 
vision dealer  and  the  victualer,  having  an  opportunity  to  observe 
and  inspect  the  appearance  and  quality  of  the  food  products  offered 
to  the  publicj  were  accordingly  charged  with  knowledge  of  their 
imperfections.  But  no  knowledge  of  the  original  or  present  con- 
tents of  a  perfect  appearing  can  or  sealed  package  is  possible  In  the 
practical  use  of  such  products.  They  cannot  be  chemically  analyzed 
every  time  they  are  used.  Accordingly,  the  reason  for  the  rule  hav- 
ing ceased,  a  new  rule  should  be  applied  to  the  sale  and  use  of 
packed  goods  that  will  more  nearly  harmonize  with  what  is  rational 
and  just.*  While  there  is  authority  to  the  contrary/  it  comports 
better  with  justice  to  hold  that  where  a  dealer  sells  to  his  customer 
an  article  in  the  original  package  in  which  it  is  put  up  by  the  manu- 
facturer, and  the  customer  kno^  as  much  about  the  article  as  the 
dealer,  and  buys  it  without  any  representation  from  the  deal^  or 
reliance  upon  his  judgment,  knowing  that  there  has  been  no  inspec- 
tion of  it  by  the  dealer,  there  is  no  implied  warranty,  although  the 
dealer  knows  that  the  customer  buys  it  for  food.*'  No  rule  of  law 
should  imply  a  warranty  of  that  which  it  is  impossible  for  a  defend- 
ant to  know  by  the  exercise  of  any  skill,  industry  or  investigation, 
however  great.  In  other  words,  neither  law  nor  reason  should  require 
impossibilities.''  Accordingly,  it  has  been  held  that  a  retailer  of 
mill  feed  in  original  packages  is  not  liable  for  injury  to  the  cattle 
of  a  customer  because  of  glass  in  the  food,  if  the  customer  did  not 
rely  on  the  retailer's  judgment  as  to  the  fitness  of  the  food,  and  he 
made  no  inspection  of  the  material  and  had  no  notice  of  its  unfitness." 
The  situation  of  the  retailer  and  consumer  of  packed  products  is 

7.  Mazetti  v.  Armour,  75  Wash.  622,  L.  T.  N.  S.  799,  25  Times  L.  R«p. 
135  Pac  633,  Ann.  Cas.  1915C  140  454,  53  Sol.  J.  447,  16  Ann.  Cas.  492, 
and  note,  48  L.R.A.{N.S.)  213.  3  British  Rul.  Cas.  182. 

So  a  manufacturer  hs^  been  held  Note;  Ann.  Cas.  1915C  143. 

liable,  on  the  ground  of  negligence  to  10.  Walden  v.  Wheeler,  153  Ky.  181, 

a  retailer  for  loss  of  business  caused  by  154  S.  W.  1088,  44  L.R.A.(N.S.)  597; 

selling  poisonous  and  adulterated  oil  Bishop  v.  Weber,  139  Mass.  411,  1 

to  his  customers.  Neiman  v.  Channel-  N.  E.  154,  52  Am.  Rep.  715. 

lene  Oil,  etc.,  Co.,  112  Minn.  11,  127  Notes:  16  Aniu.Caa.  490;  Ann.  Cas. 

N.  W.  394,  140  A.  S.  R.  458.  1915C  143. 

8.  Bigelow  V.  Maine  Cent.  R.  Co.,  11.  Bigelow  v.  Maine  Cent.  R.  Co., 
110  Me.  105,  85  Atl.  396,  43  L.R.A.  110  Me.  105,  85  AtL  396,  43  LJI.A. 
(N.S.)  627.  (N.S.)  627. 

9.  See  Jaokson  v.  Watson  [1909]  12.  Walden  7.  Wheeler,  153  Ky.  181, 
2  K.  B.  193,  78  L.  J,  K.  B.  587,  100  lfi4  S.  W.  1088,  44  L.B.A.(N.S.)  697. 
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properly  governed  by  the  rules  of  negligence  law.  The  retailer  owes 
to  the  consumer  the  duty  to  supply  goods  packed  by  reliable  manu- 
facturers, and  such  as  are  without  imperfections  that  may  be  dis- 
covered by  an  exercise  of  the  care,  skill  and  experiencs  of  dealers 
in  such  products  generally.  This  is  the  measure  of  the  retailer's 
duty  and  if  he  has  discharged  it  he  should  not  be  mulcted  in  dam- 
ages because  injuries  may  be  produced  by  unwholesomeness  of  the 
goods.  As  to  hidden  imperfections,  the  consumer  must  be  deemed 
to  have  relied  on  the  care  of  the  packer  or  manufacturer  or  the 
warranty  which  is  held  to  be  implied  by  the  latter. 

V.  Penalties,  Seizures  and  Fokfeitubes 

30.  Penalties. — Food  laws  in  their  penal  aspects  are  governed  by 
the  general  rule  affecting  all  statutes,  and  their  scope  is  not  to  be 
extended  beyond  the  natural  meaning  of  the  words  employed.^*  The 
language  of  the  statute  must  be  examined  to  see  whether,  and  when, 
cumulative  penalties  are  permitted  in  proceedings  based  thereon. 
The  better  view  is  that  there  is  no  right  to  recover  them,  unless 
clearly  authorized.  The  theory  of  such  prosecutions  hag  been  con- 
sidered to  be  to  administer  a  warning  not  to  continue  the  acts  com- 
plained of.  Generally,  the  purpose  of  the  legislature  will  be  sufli- 
ciently  subserved,  when  one  violation,  or  one  default,  is  recovered 
for,  which  shall  act  as  a  deterrent  upon  continuing  to  disregard 
the  statute.^'  But  under  a  statute  prescribing  a  penalty  "for  each 
violation"  of  provisions  relating  to  the  marking  of  adulterated  or 
imitation  vinegar  as  pure  cider  vinegar,  a  penalty  jnay  be  recovered 
for  each  barrel  of  vinegar  sold  or  kept  for  sale  as  "pure  cider  vine- 
gar" which  has  been  adulterated  by  the  adding  of  artiiicial  coloring 
matter,  although  the  barrels  were  sold  as  a  single  lot,  the  penalUes 
being  cumulative.** 

31.  Seizures  and  Forfeitures  Generally. — A  state  has  the  right,  in 
the  exercise  of  its  police  power,  to  provide  for  the  seizure  and  destruc- 
tion of  food  unfit  for  use."  And  it  is  competent  for  Congress  in 
the  exercise  of  its  power  to  regulate  interstate  commerce  to  authorize 
the  confiscation  of  an  adulterated  food  product  shipped  in  interstate 
commerce,  after  it  has  reached  its  destination  and  while  it  remains 
in  the  original  and  unbroken  package  in  the  possession  of  the  con- 

13.  Com.  r.  Boston  White  Cross  105,  94  N.  E.  614,  Ann.  Gas.  1912A 
Miik  Co.,  20D  Mass.  30,  G5  N.  E.  85,  818. 

Ann.  Cas.  1912B  3SG.  16,  North  American  Cold  Storage 

14.  People  V.  Spencer,  201  N.  Y.  Co.  v.  Chicago,  211  TJ.  S.  306,  29  S. 
105,  94  N.  E.  614,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  Ct.  101,  53  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  195,  15 
818.    And  see  Penalties.  Ann.  Cas.  276.  See  generally,  Scutca 

15.  People  V.  Spencer,  201  N.  Y.  and  Seizito. 
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signee."  la  the  exercise  of  its  police  power  a  city  may  without  a 
warrant  seize  milk  for  the  purpose  of  examination  to  determine 

whether  it  conforms  to  the  requirements  of  a  municipal  ordinance.^* 
So  in  statee  where  a  particular  standard  is  fixed  by  law,  milk  offered 
for  sale  which  falls  below  such  standard,  may  be  seized  and  destroyed 
without  notice  to  the  owner,  and  such  act  constitutes  neither  the 
taking  of  property  without  compensation  or  without  due  process  of 
law.**  Due  process  of  law  is  not  denied  by  the  seizure  and  destruc- 
tion by  municipal  officers  of  food  which  is  alleged  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption  without  giving  the  owner  or  custodian  thereof 
notice  or  an  opportunity  to  be  heard,  because  such  owner  or  custodian 
may  have  the  question  whether  such  food  is  actually  unfit  for  use 
determined  by  a  subsequent  judicial  proceeding.**  Nor  is  due  proc- 
ess of  law  denied  an  importer  of  teas  by  the  pro\-ision  of  the  federal 
tea  inspection  act,  so  as  to  render  unconstitutional  the  act  command- 
ing the  destruction  of  teas  not  exported  within  six  months  after 
their  final  rejection,  as  not  entitled  to  admission  into  the  United 
States  because  inferior  to  the  government  standards.^  If  one  section 
of  a  statute  provides  that  the  dairy  commissioner  may  seize  any 
.article  whose  sale  is  prohibited  by  the  act,  and  another  section  pro- 
hibits the  manufacture  or  sale  of  process  butter  unless  plainly  marked, 
the  commissioner  may  seize  such  butter  when  kept  in  violation  of 
law.* 

32.  Basis  of  Power  to  Seize  and  Destroy. — If  the  question  whether 
or  not  an  article  of  food  which  is  daily  offered  for  sale  in  every  part  of 
a  large  city,  comes  up  to  the  standard  prescribed  by  statute  or  ordi- 
nance, must  be  determined  by  the  ordinary  process  of  judicial  investi- 
gation or  by  chemical  analysis,  It  would  be  impossible  to  prevent  the 
danger  to  the  public  health  necessarily  resulting  from  impurity  and 
unwholesomeness.  It  is  absolutely  necessary,  therefore,  that  the  city 
and  state  should  have  the  power  to  provide  for  inspection  of  such 
article  of  food  by  proper  means  and  instrumental  and  if,  upon  such 

17.  HipoUte   Egg   Co.   v.   United  260  and  note. 

States,  220  U.  S.  45,  31  8.  Ct.  364,  Note:  1  L.RA.(N.S.)  918. 

56  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  364.  20.  North  American  Cold  Storag* 

Note:  21  Ann.  Cas.  1323.  Co.  v.  Chicago,  2U  U.  S.  306,  29  S. 

18.  North  American  Cold  Storage  Ct.  101,  53  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  195,  15 
Co.  V.  Chicago,  211  U.  S.  306,  29  S.  Ann.  Cas.  276  and  note. 

Ct.  101,  53  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  195,  15     1.  Buttfield  v.  Stranahan,  192  U.  S. 

Ann.  Cas.  276  and  note;  St.  Louis  v.  470,  24  S.  Ct.  349,  48  V.  S.  (U 

Lieffling,  190  Mo.  464,  89  S.  W.  611,  ed.)  525;  Buttfield  v.  BidweU,  192  U. 

109  A.  S.  R.  774,  4  Ann.  Cas.  112,  S.  498,  24  S.  Ct.  356,  48  U.  S.  (U 

1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  918.  ed.)  536;  BuUfield  v.  United  Statea, 

19.  Deems  v.  Baltimore,  80  Md.  164,  192  U.  S.  499,  24  S.  Ct  366,  48  U. 
30  AU.  648, 45  A.  S.  R.  339,  26  L.R.A.  S.  (L.  ed.)  537. 

541 ;  Nelson  v.  Minneapolis,  112  Minn.  2.  Hathaway  v.  McDonald,  27  Wash. 
16,  127  N.  W.  445,  29  LJl.A.(N.S.)  659,  68  Pae.  376,  91  A.  S.  E.  889. 
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inspection,  it  shall  be  found  not  to  come  up  to  the  prescribed  standard, 
to  direct  that  the  offending  thing  shall  be  destroyed.'  The  validity  of 

such  laws  is  also  sustained  by  those  authorities  which  hold  valid  stat- 
utes authorizing  a  summary  destruction  of  property  used  in  express 
violation  of  law,  such  as  nets  and  tackle  used  for  catching  fi3h 
out  of  season.  Wild  game  killed  out  of  season  may  be  seized  by 
the  public  authorities  and  destroyed,  or  otherwise  disposed  of.*  The 
fact  that  articles  which  have  become  unfit  for  human  consumption 
may  have  some  value  for  other  purposes  does  not  deprive  municipal 
authorities  of  the  right  of  seizing  and  destroying  such  articles  when 
they  ore  kept  to  be  sold  as  food.' 

33.  Practice  under  Federal  Statute. — ^Themode  of  procedure  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  of  Congress  has  been  the  subject  of  not 
a  little  controversy.*  Under  the  federal  statute  giving  the  district 
courts  jurisdiction  of  all  civil  causes  of  admiralty  and  maritime  juris- 
diction and  of  all  seizures  on  land  and  on  waters  not  within  admir- 
alty and  maritime  jurisdiction,  it  has  been  uniformly  held  that 
the  district  court,  as  to  seizures  on  land,  proceeds  as  a  court,  of  com- 
mon law,  with  trial  by  jury,  and  not  as  a  court  of  admiralty.  And 
this  is  the  practice  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  The  proceed- 
ings for  the  seizure  and  condemnation  of  food  which  is  impure  or 
adulterated  are  intended  by  Congress  to  be,  in  a  sense,  summary, 
and  yet  the  statute,  as  the  Supreme  Court  construes  it,  gives  the 
owner  a  right  to  a  hearing  in  a  court  of  record,  with  a  right  of 
review  upon  questions  of  law  by  writ  of  error  in  the  circuit  court 
of  appeals;  and,  where  more  than  one  thousand  dollars  is  involved, 
finally  in  the  Supreme  Court.  It  was  not  intended  to  liken  the 
proceedings  to  those  in  admiralty  beyond  the  seizure  of  tl)e  prop- 
erty by  process  in  rem,  then  giving  the  case  the  character  of  a  law 
action,  with  trial  by  jury  if  demanded,  and  with  the  review  already 
obtaining  in  actions  at  law.  It  is  true  that,  if  the  action  is  tried 
in  the  district  court  without  a  jury,  the  circuit  court  of  appeals  is 
limited  to  a  consideration  of  such  questions  of  law  as  may  have  been 
presented  by  the  record  proper,  independently  of  the  special  fkiding. 
But  the  party  on  jury  trial  may  reserve  his  exceptions,  take  a  bill 
of  exceptions,  and  have  a  review  upon  writ  of  error.^   The  govern- 

3.  Deems  v.  Baltimore,  80  Hd.  164,  101,  53  V.  S.  (L.  ed.)  195,  15  Ann. 
30  Atl.  648,  46  A.  S.  B.  339, 26  L.R.A.  Gas.  276. 

541 :  Nelson  v.  Minneapolis,  112  Minn.  6.  Note :  21  Ann.  Gas.  1327  et  seq. 
16,  127  N.  W.  446,  29  L.R.A.(N.S.)  7.  Campbell  v.  United  States,  224 
260.  And  see  generally,  Search  and  U.  8.  09,  32  S.  Ct.  398,  66  17.  S.  (L. 
Seizure.  ed.)  684;  Four  Hundred  &  Forty- 

4.  Nelson  t.  Minneapolis,  112  Minn.  Three  Gans  of  Frozen  Egg  Product 
16.  127  N.  W.  445,  29  L.B.A.(N.S.)  v.  United  States,  226  U.  S.  172,  33 
260.  S.  Ct.  50,  57  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  174; 

6.  North  American  Gold  Stonun  Co.  United  States  v.  Lexington  Mill,  etc., 
T.  Ghieago,  211  U.  S.  306,  29  8.  Ct.  Co.,  232  U.  -  B.  399,  34  B.  Ct.  337, 
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inent,  when  proceeding  to  condemn  an  article  of  food  which  it  claima 
is  adulterated  because  it  contains  "any  added  poisonous  or  other  added 
deleterious  ingredient  which  may  reader  such  article  injurious  to 
health/'  is  charged  with  the  burden  of  proving  that  the  added  poison- 
ous or  deleterious  substance  is  such  as  may  render  such  article  dan- 
gerous to  health.  Costs  in  personam  may  be  assessed  against  the 
claimant  in  the  proceeding  in  rem  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
to  confiscate  adulterated  articles  of  food,  the  subject  of  interstate 
commerce,  notwithstanding  the  provision  that  the  proceedings  shall 
conform  as  near  as  may  be  to  the  proceedings  in  admiralty.*  Where 
the  examination  of  specimens  of  food  or  drugs,  made  by  the  depart- 
ment of  agriculture,  shows  that  the  articles  are  adulterated  or  mis- 
branded,  tiie  pfurties  from  whom  the  specimens  were  obtained  are 
given  a  hearing  before  Ihe  matter  is  certified  to  the  district  attorney 
by  the  secretary  of  agriculture.* 


34.  Generally. — The  sale  of  unwholesome  provisions  is  an  offense 

indictable  at  common  law.^"  So  it  was  an  indictable  offense  at 
common  law  to  mix  unwholesome  ingredients,  such  as  alum,  in  bread, 
or  to  mix  unwholesome  substances  in  anything  intended  for  the  food 
of  man.  And  there  is  an  ancient  statute  (51  Henry  III)  prohibit- 
ing the  sale  of  corrupted  wine,  contagious  or  unwholesome  flesh,  or 
flesh  that  is  bought  of  a  Jew.'*  But  it  is  well  settled  that  there  are 
no  common  law  offenses  against  the  United  States.**  The  general 
rule  is  that  criminal  statutes  must  be  strictly  construed  to  avoid  the 
creation  of  penalties  by  construction,  but  such  reasonable  view  must 
be  taken  of  pure  food  statutes  as  will  effectuate  the  manifest  intent 
and  puq)ose  of  the  lawmakers.*' 

35.  Knowledge,  Intent — If  provisions  sold  for  consumption  are 
unsound,  and  the  seller,  or  those  employed  by  him  in  preparing  them 
for  market,  might  have  known  it  by  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care 
and  diligence,  the  principal  is  criminally  responsible  under  the  com.- 


58  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  658,  L.R.A.1915B  H.  203,  29  Am.  Dec.  646;  State  v. 
774!  Smith,  10  N.  C.  378, 14  Am.  Dec.  594; 

8.  Hipolite  Egg  Co.  v.  United  States,  Hunter  v.  State,  1  Head  (Tenn.)  160, 
220  U.  S.  45,  31  S.  Ct.  364,  55  U.  73  Am.  Dec.  164  and  note. 

S.  (L.  ed.)  3G4.  11.  State  v.  Schlenker,  112  la.  642, 

9.  United  States  v.  Morgan,  222  U.  84  N.  W.  698,  84  A.  S.  B.  360,  51 
S.  274,  32  S.  Ct.  81,  66  U.  S.  {L.  ed.)  L.R.A.  347. 

198;  Four  Hundred  &  Forty-Three      Note:  73  Am.  Dec.  174. 
Cans  of  Frozen  Egg  Product  v.  United      12.  United  States  v.  Eaton,  144  U. 
States,  226  U.  S.  172,  33  S.  Ct  50,  S.  677,  12  S.  Ct.  764,  38  U.  S.  (U 
57  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  174.  ed.)  591.    See  Common  Law,  toL  5, 

10.  State  V.  Schlenker,  112  la.  642,  p.  820. 

84  N.  W.  698,  84  A.  S,  R.  360,  61  13.  Groff  v.  State,  171  Ind.  647,  85 
L.R.A.  347;  State  t.  Buckman,  8  N.  N.  E.  769,  17  Ann.  Cas.  133. 
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mon  law  whether  in  point  of  fact  he  knew  it  or  not.  But  not  so  if 
the  defendant  did  not  know  it,  and  could  not  have  known  it  by 
ordinary  and  proper  prudence  and  care.**  But  under  the  pure  food 
statutes  the  offense  of  selling  adulterated  or  misbranded  food  belongs 
to  that  class  of  offenses  in  which  knowledge  or  guilty  intent  is  imma- 
terial, and  need  not  be  shown  in  order  to  justify  a  conviction. 
It  is  the  act  itself,  not  the  intent,  that  determines  the  guilt;  the 
actual  harm  to  the  public  is  the  same  in  one  case  as  in  the  other. 
The  distribution  of  impure  or  adulterated  food  for  consumption  is 
an  act  perilous  to  human  life  and  health — hence,  a  dangerous  act — 
and  cannot  be  made  innocent  and  harmless  by  the  want  of  knowl- 
edge or  the  good  faith  of  the  seller,**  Thus  under  a  statute  prohibit- 
ing the  sale  of  oleomargarine,  imposing  a  penalty  for  its  violation, 
and  containing  no  impUcation  that  the  prohibited  act  must  be  done 
knowingly  or  wilfully,  ignorance  of  the  real  nature  of  the  article 
Bold  will  not  constitute  a  defense  for  a  violation  of  the  statute.*' 
Again,  ignorance  on  the  part  of  a  waiter  at  a  lunch  counter  that 
material  furnished  by  him  as  butter  is  in  fact  oleomargarine  will  not 
absolve  him  from  liability  to  punishment  under  a  statute  providing 
for  punishment  of  anyone  who  furnishes  oleomargarine  for  butter 
without  first  informing  the  customer  of  the  fact.*^  The  intent  to 
evade  the  regulation  fixing  a  standard  of  quality  of  milk  is  no  part 
of  the  offense,  and  a  dealer  is  guilty  though  he  sells  the  milk  exactly 
as  drawn  from  the  cows,  when  it  falls  below  the  required  standard.*^ 
The  intent  to  sell  a  prohibited  article  of  merchandise  may  be  inferred 
prima  facie  from  the  keeping  of  it  in  stock.** 

14.  Hunter  V.  State,  1  Head  (Tenn.)  842,  Ann.  Cas.  1913E  1287;  Welch 
160,  73  Am.  Dec.  164  and  note.  See  v.  State,  145  Wis.  86,  129  N.  W.  656, 
Criminal  Law,  vol.  8,  p.  62.  32  L.R.A.(N.S.)  746  and  note. 

15.  Groff  V.  State,  171  Ind.  547,  85     Note:  73  Am.  Dec  174. 

N.  E.  769,  17  Ann.  Cas.  133;  State  16.  Groff  v.  State,  171  Ind.  547,  85 

V.  Sehlenker,  112  la.  642,  84  N.  W.  N.  E.  769,  17  Ann.  Cas.,  133;  State 

698,  84  A.  S.  R.  360,  51  L.RA.  347;  v.  Ryan,  70  N.  H.  196,  46  Atl.  49, 

State  V.  Rogers,  95  Me.  94,  49  Atl.  85  A.  S.  R.  629;  Welch  v.  State,  145 

664,  85  A.  S.  R.  395;  Fox  v.  State,  Wisi  86,  129  N.  W.  666,  32  L.B.A. 

94  Md.  143,  50  Atl.  700,  89  A.  S,  R.  (N.S.)  746. 

^19;  Com.  v.  Wheeler,  205  Mass.  384,  17.  State  v.  Maurer,  255  Mo.  152, 

91  N.  E.  415,  137  A.  S.  R.  456,  18  164  S.  W.  651,  Ann.  Cas.  1915C  178; 

Ann.  Cas.  319;  People  v.  Snowberger,  Com.  v.  Weiss,  139  Pa.  St.  247,  21 

U3  Mich.  86,  71  N.  W.  497,  67  A.  S.  AU.  10,  23  A.  S.  R.  182,  11  LJl.A. 

R.  449;  State  v.  Manrer,  255  Mo.  152  630. 

164  S.  W.  551,  Ann,  Cas.  1915C  178;  18.  Welch  v.  State,  145  Wis.  86, 129 , 

People  V.  West,  106  N.  Y.  293,  12  N.  N.  W,  656,  32  L.R.A.(N.S.)  746. 

E.  610,  60  Am.  Rep.  452;  Com.  v.  19.  Note:  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  918. 

Weiffl,  139  Pa.  St.  247,  21  Atl.  10,  20.  State  v.  Dunbar,  13  Ore.  691, 11 

23  A  S.  R.  182, 11  L.B.A.  530;  Com.  Pac.  298,  57  Am.  Rep.  33. 
T.  Pflanm,  236  Pa.  St.  294,  84  Atl. 
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36.  Persons  Responsible:  Sales  by  Agents. — ^Zt  is  held  in  some 
juiisdicUons  that  an  employer  is  criminally  liable  for  a  violation 
of  a  pure  food  law  by  his  employee,  even  though  the  violation  occun 
during  the  absence  of  the  employer  and  contrary  to  his  instructions.' 
Thus  where  a  statute  provides  that  no  one  shall  sell  food  which  is 
adulterated  or  below  a  standard  quality,  the  fact  that  a  sale  of  the 
prohibited  article  is  made  by  a  servant  or  agent. of  the  person  accused 
does  not  free  the  latter  from  liability  for  the  violation  of  the  act* 
Cases  like  this  are  founded  largely  upon  the  principle  that  he  who 
voluntarily  deals  in  perilous  articles  must  be  cautious  how  he  deals.' 
According  to  the  rule  recognized  in  most  jurisdictions  where  a  statute 
requires  a  license  as  a  prerequisite  to  engaging  in  a  specified  business, 
an  agent  is  personally  liable  for  the  penalties  imposed  by  the  statute 
on  persons  engaging  in  such  business,  pursuit  or  employment,  with- 
out first  having  obtained  a  license.*  In  some  cases,  however,  it  has 
been  held  that  an  agent  conducting  a  business  other  than  the  liquor 
business,  without  the  license  required  by  statute,  is  not  personally 
liable  for  the  penalties  imposed  by  the  statute  on  all  such  persons 
as  shall  engage  in  such  business,  trade  or  employment.*  A  waiter 
in  charge  of  a  lunch  counter  who  makes  requisitions  for  supplies 
needed,  and  fills  the  orders  of  patrons  from  materials  received,  fur- 
nishes such  material  to  them  within  the  meaning  of  a  statute  provid- 
ing for  the  punishment  of  one  who  furnishes  oleomargarine  instead 
of  butter  *  Where  the  act  complained  of  has  been  performed  as 
part  of  the  duty  of  a  federal  officer,  in  and  by  virtue  of  valid  federal 
authority,  the  prosecution  should  be  quashed,  for  the  defendant  in 
the  performance  of  his  duty  is  not  subject  to  the  direction  or  control 
of  the  state.  The  reason  is  that  the  federal  officer  proceeded  against 
in  the  courts  of  the  state  might,  upon  conviction,  be  imprisoned  as 
a  means  of  enforcing  the  sentence,  of  a  fine,  and  thus  the  operations 
of  the  federal  government  might  in  the  meantime  be  obstructed. 
Accordingly,  a  governor  of  a  soldiers'  home  which  is  under  the  sole 
jurisdiction  of  Congress  is  not  subject  to  the  state  law  concerning 
the  use  of  oleomargarine,  when  he  furnishes  that  artide  to  tiie  inmates 
of  the  home  as  part  of  the  rations  fiurnished  for  them  under  appro- 
priations made  by  Congress  therefor.'  • 

1.  Gioff  v.  SUte,  171  iDd.  547,  85  N.  E.  769,  17  Ann.  Cas.  133. 

N.  E.  769, 17  Ann.  Gas.  133  and  note;  4.  Hardin  v.  Radford,  U2  Yo.  647, 

Hunter     State.  1  Head  (Tenn.)  160,  72  S.  E.  101,  Ann.  Cas.  1913B  858 

73  Am.  Dee.  164.  and  note. 

Notea:  41  L.R.A.  666:  13  Ann.  Cas.  6.  Note:  Ann.  Caa.  1913B  861. 

708.  6.  Welch  v.  State,  146  Wis.  86, 129 

See  generally,  iHTOXiOATiHoLignORS.  N.  W.  666,  32  L.R.A.(N.S.)  746. 

2.  Qrolt  V.  State,  171  Ind.  647,  85  7.  Ohio  v.  Thomas,  173  U.  S.  276, 
N.  E.  769, 17  Ann.  Caa.  133  and  note.  19  S.  Ct  463,  43  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  699. 

3.  Gxoff  V.  State,  171  Ind.  647,  85 
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37.  Sales  to  Dealers  Not  Consttmers. — ^And  so  it  has  been  held  that 
the  offense  of  selling  an  unwholesome  article  to  be  eaten  and  used  as 
food,  is  committed  as  well  by  selling  it  to  wliolesale  dealeis,  as  mer- 
chandise to  be  resold  by  them,  as  by  selling  directly  to  the  consumer. 
The  purpose  of  the  law  is  to  prevent  the  injury;  and  the  gist  of  the 
crime  is  the  commission  of  the  injury,  without  regard  to  the  particular 
persons  against  whom  the  act  is  directed.  To  protect  the  health  of 
citizens  is  as  much  the  duty  of  the  state  as  to  protect  their  limbs  or 
their  lives  from  the  acts  of  wrongdoers.* 

38.  Procedure  Generally. — federal  court  has  no  jurisdiction  of 
a  suit  to  enjoin  a  state  food  commissioner  from  proceeding  to  enforce 
a  pure  food  statute  of  the  state  by  criminal  prosecutions,  as  he  is 
required  to  do  by  the  statute,  on  the  ground  that  he  has  erroneously 
construed  the  statute  to  include  matters  not  within  it.*  A  provision 
of  a  pure  food  law  imposing  the  duty  to  enforce  it  upon  the  state 
board  of  health  does  not  exclude  individuals  from  making  complaint 
of  an  offender.^*  Under  the  Pure  Food  and  Drugs  Act  of  Congress 
not  only  a  manufacturer,  but  any  dealer  shipping  adulterated  or 
misbranded  goods  in  interstate  commerce,  is  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor. 
The  constitutional  provision  that  "the  trial  of  aJl  crimes,  except  in 
cases  of  impeachment,  shall  be  by  jury,"  does  not  include  such  petty 
offenses  as  violations  of  food  laws  and  there  is  no  rule  of  public 
policy  requiring  a  jury  in  such  cases.**  Prosecutions  for  violation 
of  municipal  food  ordinances  are  generally  without  a  jury.** 

39.  Indictment  or  Information. — In  prosecutions  for  violation  of 
food  laws,  if  the  indictment  or  information  charges  the  offense  in 
the  language  of  the  statute,  it  will  be  sufficient.**  The  general  rule 
applies  in  these  as  in  other  cases  that  an  indictment,  especially  when ' 
the  offense  is  a  misdemeanor,  charging  the  facts  constituting  the 
crime,  in  the  words  of  the  statute,  and  containing  averments  as  to 
time,  place,  person  and  other  circumstances  to  identify  the  particular 
transaction,  is  good  as  a  pleading  and  justifies  putting  the  defendant 
on  trial.**  If  a  statute  makes  it  criminal  for  a  person  to  sell,  or 
offer  for  sale,  oleomargarine  to  one  who  asks  for  butter,  an  indict- 
ment for  selling  need  not  state  that  the  sale  was  fraudulently  made, 

8.  People  V.  Parker,  38  N.  Y.  85,  717,  13  So.  187,  40  'A.  S.  B.  249. 
97  Am.  Dec.  774.  13.  State  v.  Snow,  81  la.  642,  47 

9.  Arbuekle  v.  Blackburn,  113  Fed.  N.  W.  77,  11  L.R.A.  355;  Pox  v. 
616,  51  C.  C.  A.  122,  65  L.R.A.  864.  State,  89  Md.  281,  43  Atl.  775,  73 

10.  Isenhour  v.  SUte,  157  Ind.  517,,  A.  S.  R.  193;  State  v.  Maurer,  255 
62  N.  E.  40,  87  A.  S.  R.  228.  Mo.  152,  161  S.  W.  551,  Ann.  Cas. 

11.  Schick  v.  United  States,  195  U.  1915C  178;  People  v.  West,  106  N. 
S.  65,  24  S.  Ct.  826,  49  U.  S.  (L.  Y.  293, 12  N.  E.  610,  60  Am.  Rep.  452. 
ed.)  99,  1  Ann.  Cas.  796;  State  v.  See  iNorcncENTS  and  Informations. 
Fotircade,  45  La.  Ann.  717,  13  So.  14.  People  v.  West,  106  N.  Y.  293, 
187,  40  A.  S.  R.  249.  12  N.  £.  610,  60  Am.  Rep.  462. 

18.  State  T.  Fooreade,  40  La.  Add. 
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or  that  the  seller  knew  that  the  article  was  not  butter.**  An  affidavit 
charging  one  with  having  the  possession  of  adulterated  milk  need 
not  allege  that  it  was  adulterated  by  him.**  But  an  indictment  charg- 
ing the  manufacture  and  offer  for  sale  of  an  adulterated  article  of 
food  must  allege  the  article  with  which  it  is  adulterated^  under  a 
statute  which  makes  any  article  of  food  criminally  adulterated  "if 
any  substance  or  substances  has  or  have  been  mixed  with  it  so  as  to 
reduce  or  lower  or  injuriously  affect  its  quality  or  strength,  or  if 
any  inferior  or  cheaper  substance  or  substances  have  been  substituted 
wholly  or  in  part  for  the  article."  However,  an  affidavit  charging 
that  the  defendant  ''had  in  his  possession,  with  intent  to  sell  the 
same,  one  pint  of  milk  then  and  there  adulterated  with  a  certain 
substance  injurious  to  health,  to  wit,  formaldehyde,"  is  not  bad  for 
want  of  an  allegation  that  formaldehyde  is  either  poisonous  or  inju* 
rious  to  health.** 

40.  Evidence. — ^If  one  is  found  in  the  possession  of  adulterated 
food,  under  circumstances  from  which  it  may  be  inferred  that  the 
adulteration  is  recent,  it  is  incumbent  on  him,  in  a  prosecution  there- 
for, to  show  that  the  adulteration  was  without  his  knowledge.** 
Where  an  indictment  charges  that  the  defendant  kept  and  offered 
for  sale  impure  and  deleterious  oleomargarine  made  in  part  out  of 
acids  and  other  deleterious  substances,  testimony  is  insufficient  and 
is  properly  excluded  which  is  offered  to  prove  merely  that  the  oleo- 
margarine in  question  was  an  article  of  commerce  in  semblance  and 
imitation  of  natural  butter,  that  it  was  manufactured  in  another  state 
out  of  animal  fats  and  vegetable  oils,  and  that  it  was  not  sold  as  butter, 
•but  as  oleomargarine.^*  A  statute  may  autJiorize  an  analysis  to  be 
made  of  food  which  is  claimed  to  be  adulterated,  and  the  result  of  such 
analysis  to  be  given  in  evidence,  though  the  article  analyzed  may 
have  been,  in  the  meantime,  destroyed.*  So  a  certificate  of  the  result 
of  an  analysis  by  a  sworn  inspector,  appointed  under  the  statute, 
is  admissible  in  evidence  provided  he  also  testifies  at  the  trial  to 
the  same  facts  which  are  stated  therein ;  and  in  such  case,  the  admis- 
sion of  the  certiiicate  in  evidence  before  he  testifies  furnishes  no 
ground  for  a  new  trial,  after  a  verdict  of  guilty.*  Expert  witness^ 
may  testify  to 'adulteration,  and  a  knowledge  gained  from  actual 

15.  Fox  V.  State,  94  Md.  143,  50  62  N.  E.  40,  87  A.  S.  B.  228. 

Atl.  700,  89  A.  S.  R.  419.   See  also  19.  Isenhour  v.  State,  157  Ind.  617, 

State  V.  Maurer,  253  Mo.  152,  164  62  N.  E.  40,  87  A.  S.  R.  228. 

S.  W.  551,  Ana.  Cas.  1915C  178.  20.  Fox  v.  State,  89  Md.  381,  43 

16.  Isenhour  v.  State,  157  Ind.  517,  Atl.  775,  73  A.  S.  R.  193. 

62  N.  E.  40,  87  A.  S.  R.  228.  1-  State  v.  CampbeU,  64  N.  H.  402, 

17.  Dorsev  v.  State,  38  Tex.  Grim.  13  Atl.  585,  10  A.  S.  R.  419. 

527,  44  S.  W.  514,  70  A.  8.  B.  762,  2.  Com.  v.  Waite,  11  Allen  (Uaoa.) 
40  L.B.A.  201.  264,  87  Am.  Deo.  711. 

18.  Isenhoor  t.  State,  157  Ind.  517, 
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experience  is  not  indispensable  to  their  competency.*  In  a  prosecu- 
tion for  selling  milk  containing  less  than  the  percentage  of  milk  solids 
prescribed  by  statute,  evidence  is  immaterial  that  the  milk  was  not 
deleterious  or  injurious  to  health  ond  that  it  was  nutritious  and  bene- 
ficial as  an  artide  of  food> 

3.  Isenhour  v.  State,  157  Ind.  517,  4.  Com.  v.  Wheeler,  205  Mass.  384, 
62  N.  E.  40,  87  A.  S.  U.  228.  Kef  91  N.  F,.  416.  137  A.  S.  B.  456,  18 
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I.  Introdtjctobt 

1.  Definitions;  Scope  of  Article. — ^The  phrase  "forcible  entry  and 
detainer"  is  in  common  use,  but  there  is  rarely  a  proceeding  to  which 
both  terms  apply,  though  it  is,  of  course,  possible  that  force  may  be 
an  element  of  both  an  entry  and  a  detainer.  A  forcible  entry,  except 
where  the  meaning  of  the  term  has  been  changed  by  statute,  is  an 
entry  on  real  property  peaceably  in  the  possession  of  another,  against 
his  will,  without  authority  of  law,  by  actual  force,  or  with  such  an 
array  of  force  and  apparent  intent  to  employ  it  for  the  purpose  of 
overcoming  resistance,  that  the  occupant  in  yielding  and  permitting 
possession  to  be  taken  from  him  must  be  regarded  as  acting  from  a 
well-founded  apprehension  that  his  resistance  would  be  perilous  or 
unavailing.  Forcible  detainer,  on  the  other  hand,  is  controlled  by 
circumstances  existing  after  entry,  whether  forcible  or  not,  and  may, 
and  usually  does,  consist  of  the  unlawful  holding  or  detention  of  real 
-property  by  force  or  by  threats  or  menaces  after  the  making  of  a 
peaceable,  though  unlawful,  entry  thereon.'  In  this  article  are  dis- 
cussed generally  all  matters  dealing  with  the  taking  or  retaining 
possession  of  real  property  violently  and  without  authority  of  law  by 
means  of  threats  or  force,  against  the  will  of  another  person  in  actual 
possession,  in  both  their  civil  and  criminal  aspects.  Related  matters 
which  are  treated  elsewhere  in  this  work  are  the  acts  of  mere  tres- 

1.  Valenda  v.  Cknieh,  32  Cal.  339, 91  State  v.  Hills,  104  N.  C.  905, 10  8.  E. 
Am.  Deo.  589:  Lissner  v.  State,  84  Oa.  676, 17  A.  S.  B.  706;  State  v.  Bobbins, 
669,  11  S.  E.  600,  20  A.  6.  R.  389;  123  N.  C.  730,  31  S.  E.  669,  68  A.  S. 
Lewis  V.  State,  99  Ga.  692,  26  S.  E.  R.  841:  State  v.  Lawson,  1^  N.  0. 740, 
496,  59  A.  S.  tt  265;  H7att  v.  Wood,  31  S.  E.  667,  68  A.  8.  R.  844. 
4  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  150,  4  Am.  Deo.  258;     Note:  121  A.  8.  R.  372. 
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passers,*  and  summary  remedies  to  recover  possession  of  land  demised,* 
mortgaged,*  or  sold.* 

2.  Forcible  Entries  at  Common  taw. — ^Tbe  civil  remedy  for  the 
restitution  of  premises,  grounded  on  a  forcible  entry  or  detainer,  is  of 
statutory  origin.  The  common  law  conceded  to  a  party,  with  title 
to  land  and  right  of  entry,  the  right  to  use  actual  fwce  to  recover 
possession  if  forcible  resistance  was  offered.  His  right  of  entry  being 
perfect,  no  other  person  could  lawfully  resist  him  in  the  exercise  of 
that  right.*  This  was  a  remedy  concurrent  with  the  possessory  actions 
such  as  trespass,  ejectment  or  assize  of  novel  disseisin,  and  available 
to  a  person  disseised  until  his  right  of  entry  was  tolled.'  The  only 
limitation  on  its  exercise  was  that  the  party  with  the  right  of  posses- 
sion was  subject  to  indictment  if  he  entered  on  the  premises  with 
such  force  and  violence  as  amounted  to  or  directly  tended  toward  a 
breach  of  the  peace,  as  this  involved  the  security  of  the  st&te  and  was 
a  matter  in  which  the  public  at  large  was  vitally  interested.  This, 
however,  was  a  matter  entirely  between  the  entrant  and  the  state,  and 
conferred  no  right  or  advantage  on  the  party  dispossessed.  Whether 
the  entry  was  peaceable  or  forcible,  the  effect  in  eitiier  case  was  to 
restore  to  the  owner  Ms  lawful  possession  and  seisin,  and  such  restora- 
tion of  his  rights  related  back  to  the  time  of  his  disseisin,  and  thereby 
enabled  him  to  maintain  an  action  for  the  recovery  of  the  inter* 
mediate  damages  or  mesne  profits  during  the  ^me  he  was  wrong- 
fully kept  out  of  possession.  The  party  dispossessed  was  without 
remedy  for  obtaining  restitution  of  the  premises,  or  for  the  recovery 
of  damages  for  the  entry,  trespass,  or  even  assault  on  his  person, 
unless  the  force  was  excessive  or  the  damage  wantonly  inflicted.* 

3.  Statutory  Hodifications. — ^The  privilege  allowed  by  the  ancient 
common  law  to  persons  disseised  or  turned  out  of  possesion  to  use 
violent  methods  to  reinstate  themselves  *  was  early  found  to  be  preju- 
dicial  to  the  public  peace  as  tending  to  lawlessness.^*  Several  statutes 

2.  See  Trespasb.  E.  406, 69  A.  S.  R.  265  and  note;  Fort 

3.  See  Landlord  and  Tenant.  Dearborn  Lodge  v.  E^ein,  115  HI  177, 

4.  See  IfoRTGAGES.  3  N.  E.  272,  56  Am.  Rep.  133;  Steams 

5.  See  Judicial  Sales;  Vendor  and  v.  Sampson,  69  Me.  668,  8  Am.  Rep. 
Purchaser.  442;  Pulta  v.  Munro,  202  N.  Y.  34,  96 

6.  Tribble  v.  Frame,  7  J.  J.  Marsh.  N.  E.  23,  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  870,  37 
(Ky.)  599,  23  Am.  Dec.  439:  Hvatt  v,  L.R.A.(N.S.)  600;  State  v.  Ross,  49 
Wood,  4  Johns.  (N.  T.)  150,  4  Am.  N.  C.  315,  69  Am.  Dec.  751  and  note; 
Dec.  258;  Butts  v.  Voorhees,  13  N.  J.  Smith  v.  Reeder,  21  Ore.  541,  28  Pac. 
L.  13,  22  Am.  Dec.  489;  Mosseller  v.  890, 15  LJI.A.  172. 

Deaver,  106  N.  C.  494,  11  S.  E.  529,  9.  See  supra,  par.  2. 

19  A.  S.  R.  540,  8  L.R.A.  537.  10.  State  v.  Ross,  49  N;  C.  315,  69 

Notes:  18  Am.  Dec.  139;  8  L.RJi.  Am.  Dec  751;  Mosseller  v.  Deaver,  106 

(N.S.)  426.  N.  C.  494,  11  S.  E.  629,  19  A.  S.  E. 

7.  Page  T.  Dwight,  170  Mass.  29,  48  540,  8  L.R.A.  537, 

E.  850,  39  L.R.A.  418.  Note:  18  Am.  Dee.  139. 

8.  Lewis  T.  State,  99  Ga.  692,  26  S. 
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were  accordingly  passed  in  England  "to  restrain  all  persons  from  the 
use  of  sach  violent  methods,  even  of  doing  themselves  justice,  and 
much  more  if  tiiey  have  no  justice  in  their  claim."  The  first  was  the 
statute  5  Richard  II  (1381),  which  provided  that  "none  from  thence- 
forth shall  make  any  entry  into  any  lands  and  tenements  but  in 
cases  where  entry  is  given  by  law;  and  in  such  oases  not  with  strong 
hand  nor  witii  multitude  of  people,  but  only  in  a  peaceable  and  easy 
manner,  and  if  any  man  from  henceforth  shall  do  to  the  contrary,  and 
thereof  be  duly  convicted,  he  shall  be  punished  by  imprisonment  of  his 
body."  This  act,  it  will  he  perceived,  gave  no  civil  remedy  and  refers 
only  to  forcible  entries.  The  statute  15  Kichard  11  extended  the 
remedy  to  forcible  detainer  after  an  unlawful  entry  and  contained  a 
number  of  supplementjiry  provisions  to  give  efifect  to  both  statutes. 
The  statute  8  Henry  VI  afforded  to  the  ag£?rieved  party  a  remedy  by 
indictment,  and  also  "by  assize  or  novel  disseisin  or  action  of  tres- 
pass" to  recover  treble  damages  for  any  loss  suffered  by  him.  Several 
other  statutes  were  subsequently  passed  in  extension  of  the  above. 
The  substance  and  in  large  degree  the  quaint  phraseology  of  theso 
early  enactments  have  been  retained  by  the  statutes  of  very  many  of 
the  states  of  the  Union,  where  the  remedy  for  a  forcible  entry  and 
detainer  is  but  one  of  a  civil  nature  for  the  restitution  of  the  premises 
taken  by  force,  and  in  some  cases  by  acts  that  would  not  have  been 
considered  forcible  under  the  construction  given  to  the  British 
statutes.** 

4.  General  Policy  of  Statutes. — The  general  purpose  of  the  stat- 
utes of  forcible  entry  and  detainer,  both  in  England  and  in  this 
country,  is  that,  regardless  of  the  actual  condition  of  the  title  to  tlio 
property,  the  party  in  peaceable  and  quiet  possession  shall  not  be 
turned  out  by  strong  hand,  violence  or  terror.  One  who  is  guilty  of 
a  forcible  entry,  therefore,  or  of  a  forcible  detainer  after  a  peaceable 
but  unlawful  entry,  is  not  only  subject  to  indictment,  but  is  required 
to  restore  possession  to  the  party  from  whom  it  was  so  taken  or  de- 
tained, and  in  a  proper  case  is  often  required  to  pay  him  treble  dam- 
ages, notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  entrant  may  have  had  the 
superior  title  or  the  better  right  to  present  possession.  In  affording 
this  remedy  of  restitution  the  object  of  the  statutes  is  to  prevent 
breaches  of  the  peace  and  criminal  disorder  which  would  ensue  from 
the  withdrawal  of  the  remedy,  and  the  reasonable  hope  such  with- 
drawal would  create  that  some  advantage  must  accrue  to  those  per- 
sons who,  believing  themselves  entitled  to  the  possession  of  property, 

11.  Fort  Dearborn  Lodge  v.  Klein,  L.R.A.  418;  Fults  v.  Munro,  202  N.  T. 
115  lU.  177,  3  N.  E.  272,  56  Am.  Rep.  34,  95  N.  E.  23,  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  870, 
133;  Tribble  v.  Frame,  7  J.  J.  Marsh.  37  L.R.A.<N.S.)  600. 
(Ky.)  599,  23  Am.  Dec.  430;  Page  v.     Note:  18  Am.  Dec.  139. 
Dwight,  170  Mass.  29,  48  N.  E.  850,  39 
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resort  to  force  to  gain  possession  rather  than  to  some  oppropriate  action 
in  the  courts  to  assert  their  claims.  This  is  the  philosophy  at  the 
foundation  of  all  these  actions  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer  which 
are  designed  to  compel  the  party  out  of  possession  to  respect  and  resort 
to  the  law  alone  to  obtain  what  he  claims  is  his.*' 

5.  Effect  of  Forcible  Entry  by  Party  with  Right  of  Possession, — 
The  statutes  of  forcible  enfa-y  and  detainer  have  so  far  altered  the 
common  law  as  to  render  indictable  as  for  breach  of  the  peace  persons 
with  a  right  of  entry  who  enter  forcibly.  They  alpo  give  to  the  party 
so  dispossessed  a  right  to  the  restitution  of  possession  and  create  a 
special  statutory  proceeding  for  its  enforcement,  without  regard  to 
the  question  of  title.  But  as  respects  the  ordinary  civil  remedy  the 
common  law  is  left  as  it  was  before  the  passing  of  the  statutes.  Coi^e- 
quently,  by  the  weight  of  authority,  where  a  party  entering  has  the 
right  of  possession,  he  cannot  be  made  answerable  in  an  action  of 
trespass,  ejectment,  or  other  form  of  common  law  action  to  the  party 
forcibly  dispossessed.  The  force  cannot  confer  a  right  of  action  on 
a  person  who  has  none  otherwise;  and  a  plea  of  liberum  teneraentum 
is  still  good  in  such  cases,  if  the  defendant  has  the  superior  title  and 
right  of  immediate  possession.  The  only  remedy  is  the  statutory 
action  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer.**  So  a  party  with  an  inferior 
right  to  possession  of  land  may  enter  on  it  and  put  out  of  wrongful 
possession  trespassers  witliout  right;  and  if  he  does  so  by  force  he 
acquires,  and  may  maintain  and  protect,  rightful  pcesession,  and 
would  at  most  be  liable  only  for  breach  of  the  peace  or  trespass  on 
the  defendant's  person.  But  such  right  will  not  justify  excessive 
force,  or  a  wounding,  in  defense  of  possession  unless  the  intruder  had 
first  attempted  force.**  And  a  tenant  at  sufferance  in  actual  naked 
possession  cannot  maintain  trespass  quare  clausum  fregit  against 
the  landlord  with  right  of  posscesion  who  enters  forcibly  and  even 
with  assault  and  battery.**  Nor  is  the  owner  of  a  tenement  liable  for 

12.  Iron  Mountain,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  Wood,  4  Johns.  (N.  Y.)  150,  4  Am. 
Johnson,  119  U.  S.  608,  7  S.  Ct.  339,  Dee.  258;  Scribner  v.  Beach,  4  Denio 
30  U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  504;  Fremont  v.  (N.  Y.)  448,  47  Am.  Dec.  265  and  note; 
Crippen,  10  Cal.  211,  70  Am.  Dec.  711;  State  v.  Ross,  49  N.  C.  315,  69  Am. 
Kramer  V.  Lott,  50  Pa.  St.  495,  88  Am,  Dec.  751  and  note;  Smith  v.  Reeder, 
Dec.  556.  21  Ore.  541,  28  Pac.  890,  15  L.R.A. 

Notes:  19  A.  S.  R.  544;  121  A.  S.  R.  172;  Souter  v.  Codman,  14  R.  I.  119, 
371;  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  420.  51  Am.  Rep.  364  and  note. 

13.  Gilbert  v.  Peck,  102  Cal.  54.  121  Notes:  77  Am.  Dec.  552;  19  A.  S. 
Pac.  315,  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  1349;  Fort  R.  545,  546;  121  A.  S.  R.  390  et  seq. 
Dearborn  Lodj^o  v.  Klein,  115  III.  177,  14.  Scribner  v.  Beach,  4  Denio  (N. 
3  N.  E.  272,  56  Am.  Rep.  133;  Fuhr  v.  Y.)  448,  47  Am.  Dec.  265  and  note; 
Dean,  26  Mo.  116,  69  Am.  Dec.  484;  Beeeher  v.  Pamiele,  9  Vt.  352,  31  Am. 
Schwinn  v.  Perkins,  79  N.  J.  L.  515,  Dec.  633. 

78  Atl.  19,  21  Ann.  Caa.  1223,  32  15.  Hyatt  v.  Wood,  4  Johns.  (N.  T.) 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  51  and  note;  Hyatt  t.  150, 4  Am.  Dee.  268. 
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trespass  or  for  assault  and  batterer  where,  having  made  peaceable  entry 
into  his  house,  after  the  termination  of  the  tenancy  by  failure  to 
pay  the  rent,  he  takes  the  windows  out,  using  no  more  force  than  is 
necessary  to  overcome  the  former  tenant's  resistance  to  the  removal 
thereof;  but  if  a  landlord,  though  entitled  to  use  reasonable  force 
to  eject  a  tenant,  unnecessarily  assaults  him,  be  cannot  justify  under 
his  right  to  enter."  In  some  jurisdictions,  however,  it  is  held  that 
a  forcible  entry  by  the  owner  against  one  in  peaceable  possession  is 
a  trespass  against  which  a  plea  of  liberum  tenementum  is  no  defense. 
The  reasoning  on  which  this  conclusion  is  rested  lies  in  briefest  com- 
pass, and  is  tliought  by  the  courts  which  adopt  it  to  be  little  more 
than  a  simple  syllogism.  The  statute  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer, 
it  is  said,  not  in  terms,  but  by  necessary  construction,  forbids  a  for- 
cible entry,  even  by  the  owner,  on  the  actual  possession  of  another. 
Such  entry  is  therefore  unlawful  without  reference  to  the  amount 
of  force  necessary  to  effectuate  it.  If  unlawful,  it  is  a  trespass,  and 
an  action  for  the  trespass  must  necessarily  lie.**  It  has  likewise  been 
held  that  where  a  statute  provides  for  the  summary  ejectment  of  a 
tenant  under  legal  process,  a  landlord  who  forcibly  and  violently 
ejects  him  after  the  expiration  of  his  term  is  liable  therefor  in  an 
action  of  trespass,*'  and  a  similar  action  baa  been  sustained  against 
a  landlord  entitled  to  repossession  who  entered  without  legal  warrant 
during  the  tenant's  temporary  absence  from  the  premises,  held  forcible 
possession,  and  forcibly  removed  the  tenant's  goods.**  In  these  case^ 
of  trespass  for  forcible  eviction  by  the  owner  of  land  or  the  party 
entitled  to  possession,  however,  the  party  evicted  can  at  best  recover 
only  nominal  damages  for  the  injury  to  the  promises  or  to  his  posses- 
sion, becau.^e  be  has  no  title  and  his  possession  was  unlawful,  and 
hence  his  recovery  would  be  for  damage  to  property  that  is  not  his. 
But  obviously  different  considerations  arise  when  he  seeks  compen- 
sation for  injuries  to  himself  or  to  his  personal  property.  Conse- 
quently, he  may  recover  and  retain  substantial  damages  for  any 
injury  inflicted  by  the  unlawful  eviction  on  his  person,  his  furniture, 
his  tools  and  other  pereonal  property,  and  even  his  house,  if  it  is  a 
fixture  only.  There  may  also  be  awarded  exemplary  damages,  if  the 
unlawful  act  is  done  in  a  wanton  or  reckless  manner.* 

16.  Stearns  v.  Sampson,  59  Mc.  568,      Note:  12  Ann.  Cas.  771. 
8  Am.  Rep.  442;  Mugford  v.  Richard-     19.  Note:  12  Ann.  Cas.  771,  772. 
son,  6  Allen  (Mass.)  76,  83  Am.  Dec.      20.  Mason  v.  Hawes,  52  Conn.  12, 
617  and  note;  Smith  v.  Detroit  Loan,  52  Am.  Rep.  552;  Whitney  v.  Brown, 
etc.,  Ass'n,  115  Mich.  340,  73  N.  W.  75  Kan.  678,  90  Pac.  277, 12  Ann.  Cas. 
395,  69  A.  S.  R.  575  and  note,  39  768  and  note,  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  468. 
L.R.A.  410.    See  also  infra,  par.  7.        1.  Mclntyre  v.  Murphy,  153  Mich. 


18.  Mosseller  v.  Deaver,  106  N.  C.  802;  Mosseller  v.  Deaver,  106  N.  C. 
494,  11  S.  E.  529,  19  A.  S.  R.  540,  8  494, 11  S.  E.  529.  19  A.  S.  R.  640  and 


17.  Note:  12  Ann.  Cas.  771. 


342,  116  N.  W.  1003,  15  Ann.  Cas. 
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note,  8  L.R.A.  537. 
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6.  Effect  of  Forcible  Detaiaer. — ^The  use  of  force  by  a  party  in 
possessioD  of  lands  or  tenemeDts  to  retain  or  defend  Iiis  possession  is 
lawful  unless  the  possession  is  unlawful.  Lawful  possession  may 
therefore  be  defended  by  force  against  a  treq>asser  who  endearots  to 
enter  by  force,  though  not  by  excessive  force  or  by  a  wounding  unle^ 
the  intruder  has  first  attempted  force  *  And  it  is  held  that  where 
a  tenancy  has  been  terminated  by  the  landlord  for  nonpayment  of 
rent  and  notice  given,  he  may  re-enter  peaceably  without  warrant: 
and  if  he  so  regain  peaceable  entry  or  possession,  during  the  tenant's 
temporary  absence  or  otherwise,  he  may  remove  the  tenant's  goods, 
and  defend  his  possession  against  the  tenant's  forcible  attempt  to 
re-enter,  without  liability  in  an  action  of  trespass  for  injury  thereby 
inflicted  on  the  person  or  property  of  the  tenant,  unless  greater  force 
were  used  than  necessary  to  repel  the  tenant's  efforts  to  regain  posses- 
sion. On  obtaining  such  peaceable  entry,  the  landlord  may,  in  some 
jurisdictions,  expel  the  tenant  from  the  premises,  provided  the  force 
used  is  not  of  such  degree  aa  constitutes  or  tends  to  a  breach  of  the 
peace,  but  is  such  only  as  would  sustain  a  plea  of  justification  of 
moUiter  manus  imposuit' 

7.  Reservation  of  lUght  of  Entry  in  Lease. — ^It  has  been  held  that 
while  the  statutes  against  forcible  entry  take  away  the  right  that 
existed  at  common  law  to  make  an  entry  by  force,  although  the  right 
of  possession  exists,  a  license  to  make  such  entry  docs  not  contravene 
the  statute,  and  a  landlord  may,  under  provisions  contained  in  the 
lease,  enter  and  remove  a  tenant  on  a  breach  of  a  covenant,  if  he 
uses  no  unnecessary  force  to  accomplish  the  purpose.  Such  agree- 
ments as  to  re-entry  incorporated  in  a  lease  are  not  invalid  as  helno, 
in  contravention  of  the  forcible  entry  statutes,  and  the  exercise  of  the 
right  to  remove  such  a  tenant  will  not  render  a  landlord  liable  to 
respond  in  damages,  nor  entitle  the  tenant  to  maintain  an  action  of 
forcible  entry  and  detainer.  A  provision  in  a  lea^e  that  the  landlord 
may  enter  and  expel  the  tenant  will  not  justify  the  use  of  such  force 
as  amounts  to  a  breach  of  the  peace,  but  it  allows  such  force  as  would 
sustain  a  plea  of  moUiter  manus  imposuit.  It  is  to  such  lawful  force 
that  the  condition  must  be  considered  as  having  reference,  and  so 
construed  it  is  not  illegal.  However,  wliere  there  is  no  right  of  entry 
reserved  in  the  lease,  a  landlord  cannot  enter  and  eject  a  tenant  because 
of  an  alleged  misuse  of  the  property.  In  such  a  case  he  must  resort 
to  bis  legal  remedy  to  regain  possession  *  It  has  been  held,  however, 

2.  Scribner  v.  Beach,  4  Denio  (N.  Notes:  19  A.  S.  R.  547;  12  Ann.  Cas. 
Y.)  448,  47  Am.  Dee.  265  and  note.  772. 

3.  Tribble  v.  Frame,  7  J.  J.  Marsh.  But  for  authority  to  the  contrary,  see 
fKy.)  599,  23  Am.  Dec.  439;  Smith  v.  supra,  par.  5. 

Detroit  Loan,  etc.,  Ass'n,  115  Mich.  4.  Notes:  9  A.  S.  R.  660  ;  8  L.R.A. 
340,  73  N.  W.  395,  69  A.  8.  R.  575  and  (N.S.)  426,  430;  12  Ann.  Cas.  768. 


note,  39  L.R.A.  41tf. 
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that  a  judgment  may  not  be  entered  against  a  defendant  in  forcible 
detainer  on  a  cognovit  in  accordance  with  a  warrant  of  attorney  con- 
tained in  the  lease  under  which  the  defendant  had  entered  and  held 
over.' 

8.  For  What  Property  Action  Uaintainahle.— The  action  of  fordble 
entry  and  detainer  is  restricted  to  recovering  possession  of  real  prop- 
erty for  which  a  writ  of  entry  would  lie  at  common  law  or  by  statute. 

It  is  therefore  not  available  as  a  remedy  for  the  purpose  of  recovering 
possession  of  personalty.  Hence,  if  in  contemplation  of  law,  a  house 
is  personal  property,  it  is  not  subject  to  a  proceeding  for  forcible 
entry.*  But  under  a  statute  providing  an  action  for  forcible  entry 
and  detainer  to  recover  possession  of  lands 'and  tenements,  such  action 
lies  to  recover  possession  of  a  house  built  on  land,  as  for  instance  part 
of  an  Indian  reservation,  to  which  the  houseowner  has  no  title,  but 
in  which  he  claims  and  enjoys  the  right  of  peaceable  possession,  such 
house  being  a  "tenement,"  within  the  statute.'  An  action  of  forcible 
detainer  has  also  been  held  to  lie  for  the  forcible  detainer  of  salt  blocks 
on  a  state  salt  reservation.*  Furthermore,  the  action  lies  only  to 
recover  possession  of  tangible  or  corporeal  real  property.  One  whose 
interest  therein  is  merely  incorporeal  has  no  such  possession  of  the 
land  as  will  support  an  action  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer,  even 
though  forcibly  prevented  from  entering  into  or  exercising  it.  No 
entry  can  in  strict  propriety  be  said  to  be  made  on  incorporeal  prop- 
erty, nor  could  a  sheriff,  in  case  of  a  judgment  of  restitution,  deliver 
possession.  In  such  a  case  an  action  of  ejectment  would  not  lie,  and 
on  the  same  principle  a  warrant  for  a  forcible  entry  would  not.  It 
is  accordingly  held  that  an  action  of  forcible  entry  will  not  lie  for 
forcibly  taking  possession  of  a  ferry,®  a  right  of  way  or  other  ease- 
ment,^" or  the  franchise  of  a  railroad ;  and  since  a  public  railroad  is 
inseparably  bound  up  with  its  franchises,  and  these  are  appurtenant 
to  the  whole  line,  a  proceeding  of  unlawful  detainer  will  not  lie  to 
recover  possession  of  a  part  of  such  public  work.*'  Much  less  can 
an  action  of  forcible  entry  or  detainer  be  maintained  by  a  mere  licen- 
see without  property  or  possession.  Accordingly,  the  owner  of  a 
refreshment  stand  erected  on  municipal  property  in  pursuance  of  a 
permit  or  license  granted- for  a  designated  period  by  written  agree- 
ment with  the  city,  was  held  to  have  no  action  of  forcible  entry  and 

•  5.  French  v.  Wilier,  126  111.  611,  18  See  also  Ejeotubnt,  vol.  9,  pp.  831- 

N.  E.  811^  9  A.  S.  R.  651,  2  L.R.A.  717.  832;  Ferries,  ante,  p.  936. 

6.  Note:  112  A.  S.  E.  381.  10.  Moye  v.  Thurber,  146  Ala.  180, 

7.  Poison  T.  Parsons,  23  Okla.  778,  40  So.  822,  9  Ann.  Cas.  1175  and  note. 
104  Pae.  336,  25  LJIJl.(N.S.)  104.         Note:  121  A.  S.  R.  376,  382. 

8.  Pharis     Oere,  110  N.  Y.  336, 18     See  also  Easbuentb,  vol,  9,  p.  819. 
N.  E.  135,  1  L.R.A.  270.  11.  Gibbs  v.  Drew,  16  Fla.  147,  26 

9.  Rees  v.  Lawless,  Litt.  Sel.  Cas.  Am.  Rep.  700. 
(Ey.)  184, 12  Aid.  Dee.  295  and  note. 
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detainer  against  tlie  latter  for  tlie  revocation  of  Uie  permit  and  the 
forcible  removal  of  the  stand  by  city  employees  before  the  expiration 
of  the  term  of  the  agreement.^^  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  person 
entitled  to  an  easement  or  license  is  also  entitled  to  and  holds  excluave 
possession  of  corporeal  real  property  connected  therewith  and  as  an 
incident  thereto,  he  may  maintain  his  action  for  the  forcible  entry 
or  detainer  of  the  land.  So  the  action  has  been  allowed  where  tlie 
plaintiff  was  forcibly  ejected  from  eighteen  miles  of  railroad  which 
he  had  constructed  for  the  defendant  and  which  was  in  his  posses- 
sion.** And  inasmuch  as  a  toll  road  company  has  the  right  of 
exclusive  possession  of  its  road,  it  may  bring  an  a(5tion  of  forcible 
entry  and  detainer  against  one  who  encroaches  thereon,  irrespective 
of  the  fact  that  its  interest  in  the  land  is  only  an  easement'*  A 
party  forcibly  ousted  from  possession  of  a  house  by  order  of  a  surveyor 
of  customs  may  recover  possession  and  damages  even  though  the 
land  on  which  the  building  was  erected  belongs  to  the  United  States.^' 

II.  Nature  and  Purpose 

9.  Possessory  Nature  of  Action. — The  object  of  the,  statutes  creat- 
ing the  action  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer,  was,  as  wc  have  seen, 
to  prevent  breaches  of  the  peace  and  to  preserve  the  peace  and  har- 
mony of  society  by  preventing  pereons  from  redressing  their  supposed 
grievances  however  well  founded,  in  defiance  of  the  law,  and  by  com- 
pelling them  to  assert  their  rights  by  peaceable  means  through  tlio 
courts.'*  It  is  therefore  a  general  and  familiar  principle  of  funda- 
mental importance  concerning  these  summary  proceedings,  both  civil 
and  criminal,  that  they  are  possessory  actions  only,  and  do  not  involve 
tho  title  to  the  land,  nor  even,  in  most  cases,  the  fight  to  the  posses^- 
fion.  The  possession  and  the  forcible  entry  are  the  sole  questions 
at  issue.  Consequently,  to  sustain  these  proceedings  it  is  necessary 
to  prove  only  that  the  complainant  was  in  actual  and  peaceable  pos- 
session of  tlie  premises,  and  that  the  defendant  forcibly  entered  and 
turned  him  out,  or  dispossessed  him  by  force  after  a  peaceable  entry. 
These  facts  being  established,  the  title  or  right  of  possession  may  not, 
apart  from  statute,  be  inquired  into  for  any  purpose,  and  deeds  or 
other  testimony  tending  to  prove  a  superior  title  or  right  of  posses- 
sion in  the  defendant  arc  not  admissible.   It  is  therefore  immaterial 

12.  Note:  9  Ann.  Cas.  1177.  14.  State  v.  Lawson,  123  N.  C.  740; 

13.  Iron  Mountain,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  31  S.  E.  667,  68  A.  S.  R.  844. 
Johnson,  119  U,  S.  608, 7  S.  Ct.  339,  30      Note:  9  Ann.  Cas.  1177. 

U.  S.  (L.  ed.)  504.    Compare  Ten-  16.  Bailey  v.  Taylor,  8  Mart.  N.  S. 

nessee,  etc.,  R.  Co.  v.  East  Alabama  R.  (La.)  124, 19  Am.  Dec.  175.   See  also, 

Co.,  75  Ala.  516,  51  Am.  Rep.  475  Lorimier  v.  Lewis,  1  Ifonis  (la.)  263, 

(action  of  ejectment).  39  Am.  Dec.  461. 

Notes:  121  A.  S.  R.  382,  8  L.R.A.  16.  See  sapni,  par.  4. 
(N.S.)  426,  430. 
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how  perfect  the  defendant's  title  may  be;  if  he  enters  by  violence  upon 
the  possession  of  another  who  has  no  title  whatever,  be  cannot  show 
his  title  to  prevent  restitution  of  the  premises  in  an  action  of  forcible 
entry  and  detainer.  It  is  immaterial,  also,  in  what  capacity  or  relation 
the  plaintiff  is  in  possession,  whether  as  owner,  tenant,  agent,  or  as 
a  mere  trespasser.  It  is  the  fact  of  possession  sJone  that  is  material. 
It  is  accordingly  well  settled  that  a  tenant  at  will  or  sufferance  who 
has  been  forcibly  dispossessed  may  maintain  the  action  against  his 
landlord  who  has  the  right  to  immediate  possession.  Even  though 
the  person  dispossessed  is  a  trespasser,  yet  if  he  is  in  peaceable  posses- 
sion, and  the  owner  of  the  pr^nises  forcibly  dispossesses  him,  he  may 
i>ecover  possession  thereof  in  an  action  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer.*' 
Being  thus  a  purely  possessory  action,  forcible  entry  and  detainer 
cannot  be  brought  to  recover  an  easement  or  other  property  incapable 
of  possession  in  the  sense  in  which  real  estate  is  held.**  And  the 
weight  of  authority  supports  the  view  that  an  action  of  unlawful 
detainer  does  not  lie  against  a  vendee  in  possession  under  a  contract 
to  purchase.**  Inasmuch  as  the  mere  naked  possession  in  fact  ip 
tlie  only  thing  put  in  issue,  a  judgment  in  an  action  of  forcible  entry 
and  detainer  is  not  a  bar,  and  may  not  be  introduced  in  evidence  in 
an  action  of  ejectment,  in  which  the  right  of  entry  is  the  point  in 
issue.^*'  Where  a  purchaser  at  a  judicial  sale,  having  a  judgment  in 
ejectment  in  his  favor,  forcibly  enters  upon  the  premises  so  sold  and 

17.  Hamilton  v.  Adams,  15  Ala.  596,  684;  Schwinn  v.  Perkins,  79  N.  J.  L. 
50  Am.  Dec.  150;  Moye  v.  Thurber,  146  515,  78  Atl.  19,  21  Ann.  Cas.  1223  and 
Ala.  180,  40  So.  822,  9Ann.  Cas.  1176;  note,  32  L.RA.(N.S.)  51  and  note; 
Fremont  v.  Crippen,  10  Cal.  211,  70  State  v.  Pollock,  26  N.  C.  305,  42  Am. 
Am.  Dec.  711;  Johnson  v.  Baker,  38  Dec.  140;  State  v.  Bobbins,  123  N.  C. 
III.  98,  87  Am.  Dec.  293;  Loriraier  v.  730,  31  S.  E.  669,  68  A.  S.  R.  841; 
Lewis,  1  Morris  (la.)  253,  39  Am.  Dec  State  v.  Bennett,  Harp.  L.  (S.  0.)  503, 
461  and  note;  \Vil«oii  v.  Campbell,  75  18  Am.  Dec.  663;  Davidson  v.  Pliillips, 
Kan.  159.  8  Pac.  548, 121  A.  S.  R.  366  9  Yerg.  (Tenn.)  93,  30  Am.  Dec.  393; 
and  note,  12  Ann.  Cas.  706  and  note,  8  Famsworth  v.  Fowler,  1  Swan  (Tenn.) 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  426  and  note;  Mattox  v.  1,  55  Am.  Dec.  718;  Emerick  v.  Taven- 
Helm,  5  Litt.  (Ky.)  185,  15  Am.  Dec.  er,  9  Grnt.  (Va.)  220,  58  Am.  Dec. 
64;  Kerehcval  V.  Ambler,  7  J.  J.  Marsh.  217;  Chezum  v.  Campbell,  42  Wash. 
(Ky.)  626,  23  Am.  Dec.  446;  Bailey  v.  560,  86  Pac.  48,  7  Ann.  Cos.  921  and 
Taylor,  8  Mart.  N.  S.  (La.)  124,  19  note. 

Am.  Dec.  175;  Page  v.  Dwight,  170  Notes:  18  Am.  Dec.  147;  121  A.  S.  R. 
Mass.  29,48  N.E.  §50,39  L.R.A.  418;  382;  8  L.R.A.  537;  8  L.R.A.(N.S.) 
Rabe  v.  Fylcr,  10  Smedes  &  M.  (Miss.)  426. 

440.  48  Am.  Dec.  763  and  note;  Beeler  18.  Moye  v.  Thurber,  146  Ala.  180, 
V.  Cardwell,  29  Mo.  72,  77  Am.  Dee.  40  So.  822,  9  Ann.  Cas.  1176.  See  also 
550  and  note;  King  v.  St.  Louis  Gas  supra,  par.  8. 

Light  Co.,  34  Mo.  34,  84  Am.  Dec.  68     19.  Linder  v.  Wamock,  91  Kan.  272, 

andnote;Knappv.  Reed,  88Neb.  754,  137  Pac.  962,  Ann.  Cas.  1915G  318 

130  N.  W.  430,  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  1096,  and  note. 

32  L.R.A.(N.S.)  869;  Mereereaa  t.     20.  See  infra,  par.  36. 

Bergen,  16  N.  J.  L.  244,  29  Am.  Dec. 
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dispossesses  the  defendant  in  the  judicial  sole,  who  was  in  the  peace- 
able pc»session  thereof,  the  latter  may  recover  the  possession  of  the 
premises  in  an  action  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer.'  It  has  even 
been  held  that  a  successful  plaintiff  in  a  warrant  of  forcible  entry 

nnd  detainer  should  not  be  restrained  from  having  restitution  because 
the  defendant  has  received  a  judgment  in  ejectment  for  the  premises.' 
Conversely,  in  order  to  maintain  the  action  a  plaintiff  must  have  been 
in  sole,  actual  possession  at  the  time  of  the  defendant's  wrongful 
entry.  It  can  seldom  be  resorted  to  to  obtain  an  adjudication  of  the 
mere  right  of  possession,  or  by  a  person  who  is  not  or  never  has  been 
in  possession,  or  by  one  whose  possession  is  merely  constructive.*  So, 
where  two  parties  are  in  joint  possession  of  certain  premises,  neither 
can  maintain  the  action  against  the  other  for  the  adjudication  of  the 
question  who  has  the  superior  equitable  right  to  the  ultimate  posses- 
sion.* A  party  dispossessed  may  maintain  the  action  even  though  at 
the  commencement  of  the  proceeding  he  has  conveyed  the  property  to 
another.  The  right  of  action  for  forcible  entry  does  not  pass  to  his 
jirantee,  executor  or  administrator,  but  may  pass  to  his  heirs  or 
devisees.'^  But  although  the  proceeding  is  purely  possessory,  juris- 
diction to  entertain  it  is  not  ousted  by  a  mere  averment  in  a  supple- 
mentary petition  or  in  an  answer  that  an  inquiry  into  the  title  to 
land  will  be  necessary.  The  court  may  still  proceed  until  the  evidence^ 
discloses  that  the  question  involved  is  really  one  of  title.' 

10.  Effect  of  Statutes. — The  principles  laid  down  above  as  to  the 
posi^essory  nature  of  the  action  for  forcible  entry  and  detainer '  are 
j^cncrally  void  in  jurisdictions  wherein  the  common  law  relating  to 
forcible  entry  and  detainer  is  in  force.  In  some  jurisdictions,  how- 
over,  they  have  been  modified  by  statute  in  important  particulars. 
Thus,  it  is  sometimes  provided  that  a  judgment  in  forcible  entry  and 
detainer  shall  constitute  a  bar  to  an  action  of  trespass  or  other  action 
against  the  aggressor  or  party  offending.*  In  others,  the  remedy  has 
l>cen  extended  to  persons  entitled  to  possession  as  well  as  to  those 
actually  in  possession  when  the  entry  was  made,  where  the  land 
entered  upon  was  vacant  and  unoccupied.  It  will  be  seen,  however, 
in  considering  these  statutes,  that  they  provide  for  an  unlawful 

1.  Laird  v.  AVinters,  27  Tex.  440,  86  N.  W.  430,  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  1096,  32 
Am.  Dee.  620.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  869. 

Note:  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  426,  430.  Note:  21  Ann.  Cas.  1227. 

2.  Hamilton  v.  Adams,  16  Ala.  596,  6.  Note:  121  A.  S.  R.  376.  See  nlso 
50  Am.  Dec.  150.  infra,  par.  30. 

3.  Chezum  v.  Campbell,  42  Wash.  6.  Green  v.  Morse,  57  Neb.  391,  77 
560,  85  Pac.  48,  7  Ann.  Cas.  921  and  N.  W.  925,  73  A.  S.  R.  518.  See  also 
note;  Chancey  v.  Smith,  26  W.  Va.  404,  infra,  par.  28. 

52  Am.  Rep.  217.  7.  See  supra,  par.  9. 

Notes:  8  L.R.A.  537  ;  21  Ann.  Gas.  8.  Hamiltx>n  v.  Adams,  15  Ala.  596. 
1226.  50  Am.  Dee.  150. 

4.  Enapp  v.  Reed,  88  Neb.  264,  130 
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detainer  rather  than  for  a  forcible  entry,  for  an  entry  cannot  be 
forciblo  if  the  property  was  not  in  the  possession  of  anyone.*  It 
has  also  been  enacted  in  some  jurisdictions  that  a  purchaser  at  a 
judicial  sale  may  maintain  an  action  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer 

to  recover  possession  of  the  property  purchased  when  the  judgment 
debtor  was  in  possession  at  the  time  the  judgment  was  rendered  under 
which  the  sale  was  made.'*  In  othei's,  the  doctrine  that  only  the 
person  who  has  been  in  possession  of  land  can  maintain  forcible 
entry  and  detainer  hai^  been  altered  to  the  extent  of  affording  these 
remedies  to  heirs,  devisees,  grantees  and  assigns. In  a  few  of  the 
states  provision  is  made  by  statute  for  converting  the  action  of  forcible 
entry  and  detainer  into  what  is  styled  a  statutory  action  of  ejectment. 
For  instance,  in  some  jurisdictions,  although  in  the  action  before  a 
justice  of  the  peace  neither  the  title  nor  the  right  of  possession  is  in 
i^ue,  the  gist  being  merely  the  forcible  entry  and  detainer  and  the 
ousting  from  a  peaceable  possession  contrary  to  law,  yet  by  statute 
when  such  suit  is  removed  from  the  justice  to  the  circuit  court  it  is 
tonverted  into  a  statutory  ejectment,  and  the  plaintiiT  must  recover 
on  the  strength  of  his  legal  title,  unless  he  can  prove  that  the  defend- 
ant, or  those  under  whom  he  claims,  entered  on  said  lands  under 
some  contract  or  agreement  between  the  plaintiiT  and  those  under 
wliom  ho  claims,  or  by  the  use  of  force.'?  Elsewhere  it  is  provided 
thiit  the  plaintiff  in  an  action  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer  must 
accompany  his  complaint  with  an  abstract  of  his  title;  and  if  tlie 
defendant  in  hi«  answer  denies  the  plaintifl's  claim  of  ownership  and 
sets  up  facts  showing  that  tlie  defendant  has  a  legal  claim  to  the 
possession  or  title,  the  action  stands  for  trial  as  one  of  ejectment.'* 
And  in  a  jurisdiction  where  the  party  forcibly  dispo&sessed  was  origi- 
nally entitled  to  restitution  regardless  of  title  or  right  to  possession, 
it  was  held  under  a  subsequent  statute  giving  the  action  to  "the  person 
entitled  to  the  premises,"  that  a  person  forcibly  put  out  of  a  posses- 
sion lawfully  obtained  cannot  maintain  forcible  entry  and  detainer 
if  evicted  by  a  party  with  title  and  right  to  possession.'* 

11.  What  Constitutes  Possession  Generally. — The  actual  and  peace- 
nblo  possession  of  the  prcniises  by  the  plaintiff  at  the  time  of  the 
forcible  entry  lieing  nsuiiUy  indispensable  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
action  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer,  it  is  frequently  necessary  to 
determine  in  whom  the  possession  was  at  a  given  moment  of  time. 
In  some  cases  this  question,  presents  no  difficulties — ^the  facts  being 

9.  Note:  121  A.  S.  R.  383.  12.  Moye  v.  Thurber,  146  Ala.  180, 

10.  Seals  V.  Williams,  80  Miss.  231,  40  So.  822,  9  Ann.  Gas.  1176;  Lick  v. 
.11  So.  707,  92  A.  S.  R.  GOl;  Green  v.  O'Donnell,  3  Cal.  59,  58  Am.  Dec.  583. 
Morse,  57  Neb.  391,  77  N.  "W.  925,  73      13.  Note:  121  A.  S.  R.  409. 

A.  S.  R.  518.  14.  Page  v.  Dwight,  170  Mass.  29, 48 

11.  Young  V.  Smith,  28  Mo.  65,  75  N.  E.  850,  39  L.R.A.  418. 
Am.  Dee.  109.  See  supra,  par.  9. 
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so  far  conceded  or  established  without  contradictory  testimony^  and 
80  clear  in  their  implications,  that  the  court  can  say  as  a  matter  of 
law  that  the  plaintiff  was  or  was  not  in  peaceable  possession.  Thus, 
it  may  appear  that  the  plaintiff  was  the  unquestioned  owner  and 
had  been  in  actual  and  continuous  occupancy  of  the  premises  for  a 
long  period  of  time.  But  it  is  not  necessary  to  prove  as  much  as 
this;  the  possession  need  not  have  lasted  so  long  a  time  as  to  be 
notorious  and  unquestionable.'*  Possession  for  a  very  short  period 
of  time  is  sufficient,  provided  it  exhibit  the  essentials  of  possession 
in  the  legal  sense.^*  Furthermore,  it  is  always  to  be  kept  in  mind 
that  mere  occupancy  or  personal  presence  on  tiie  gronnd  is  not  neces- 
sarily sufficient  to  constitute  that  possession  which  the  law  clothes 
with  legal  rights  as  such.  There  may  be  possession  without  occupancy, 
as  where  a  man's  servant  is  in  the  actual  occupancy  of  the  property 
holding  possession  for  him,  or  where  a  man  has  temporarily  gone 
out  of  his  house,  leaving  no  one  in  charge,  but  still  having  legal 
possession;  and  there  may  be  a  case  of  occupancy  without  possession, 
as  where  in  a  man's  absence  a  mere  stranger,  visitor,  or  trespasser,  goes 
into  his  house  without  claim  of  right.*'  Thus  the  <iuestion  as  to  what 
constitutes  legal  possession  is  often  one  of  the  most  difficult  and 
important  in  the  law,  usually  dependent  on  the  facts  which  are  often 
involved  and  obscured  by  conflicting  t^timony.  In  a  general  sense, 
it  may  be  said  that  a  party  is  in  possession  of  property  when  he 
exercises  dominion  or  control  over  it,  not  shared  with  any  other 
person,  and  of  such  a  character  as  owners  of  like  property  usually 
exercise  over  it.  It  is  not  essential  that  there  be  a  continuous  personal 
presence  on  the  land,  but  there  must  be  exercised  at  least  some  actual 
physical  control,  with  the  intent  and  apparent  purpose  of  asserting 
dominion.'*  The  application  of  this  principle,  however,  is  compli- 
cated by  the  facts  of  the  particular  case,  including  the  relationship 
of  the  occupants,  the  time,  nature,  and  circumstances  of  the  occupa- 
tion, and  other  elements  to  which  careful  attention  must  always  be 
directed. 

12.  Relationship  of  the  Parties;  Possession  and  Occupancy. — It 

has  already  been  pointed  out  that  actual,  not  constructive,  possession 
is  essential  to  the  maintenance  of  a  proceeding  of  forcible  entry  and 
detainer,  and  that  it  is  immaterial  in  what  capacity  the  plaintiff  is 
in  possession,  whether  as  owner,  agent,  tenant,  or  mere  trespasser.^* 
Nevertheless,  the  capacity  in  which  a  person  occupies  the  premises 
may  be  important  as  determining  whether  his  actual  or  physical 

16.  State  V.  Robbine,  123  N.  C.  730,  L.R.A.(N.S.)  51. 

31  S.  E.  669,  68  A.  S.  R.  841.  18.  Chezum  v.  Campbell,  42  Wuh. 

16.  Notes:  121  A.  S.  R.  383;  21  Ann.  560,  85  Pae.  48,  7  Ann.  Cas.  921. 
Caa.  1227.   See  also  infra,  par.  16.  Notes:  121  A.  S.  B.  386  ;  8  L.B^ 

17.  Sehwinn  v.  Perkins,  79  N.  J.  L.  537. 

615,  78  AtL  19,  21  Ann.  Cas.  1223,  32     19.  See  snpra,  par,  9. 
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possession  carries  with  it  the  legal  possession  as  well,  and  if  so, 
whether  this  legal  possession  inures  to  the  benefit  of  the  occupant 
alone,  or  of  some  other  person  alone,  or  to  both  the  occupant  and 
another  person.  Thus,  as  between  a  trespasser  and  the  true  owner, 
or  between  a  tenant  whose  tenancy  has  expired  and  the  landlord, 
the  peaceable  occupancy  of  the  wrongdoer  draws  tiie  possession  to 
him  alone.  On  the  other  hand,  possession  may  be  held  by  an  owner 
through  an  employee  or  agent,  as  already  shown ;  and  in  this  case 
the  occupancy  by  the  agent  preserves  the  possession  in  the  employer 
or  principal,  so  that  a  forcible  entry  is  a  wrong  to  him  and  not  to 
the  agent.  This  is  the  general  rule  though  there  are  decisions  in 
which  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case  the  possession 
by  the  agent  has  been  held  to  be  such  as  to  support  an  action  by 
him  when  forcibly  dispossessed  by  a  stranger.*  When  an  officer  of 
a  private  corporation  takes  possession  of  its  property,  his  possession 
is  that  of  the  corporation  in  the  absence  of  any  act  or  declaration 
to  the  contrary,  and  if  the  corporation  subsequently  enters  into  pos- 
session through  another  of  its  officers,  the  former  officer  cannot  main- 
tain forcible  entry  and  detainer  against  the  corporation,  although 
prior  to  taking  possession  he  had  purchased  the  property  at  a  sheriff's 
sale,  if  the  time  for  redemption  had  not  expired  when  the  corporation 
took  the  later  possession  through  its  second  officer.*  It  has  even 
been  held  that  where  a  man  had  deserted  his  wife,  but  she  remained 
living  on  the  premises,  he  bad  sufficient  possession  to  maintain  an 
action  *  The  mere  fact  that  a  wife  lives  with  her  husband  on  land 
leased  to  the  latter  does  not  give  her  a  possession  sufficient  to  enable 
her  to  maintain  forcible  entry  and  detainer;  but  there  are  circum- 
stances in  which  she  holds  possession  jointly  with  her  husband,  or 
even  in  her  sole  right  and  may  maintain  tiie  action  without  even 
the  husband's  joindier.*  A  person  who  enters  upon  land  under  a 
mere  license  has  no  such  possession  as  enables  him  to  maintain  for- 
cible entry  or  detainer  against  a  licensor  in  whom  the  legal  pos- 
session remains;  though  of  course  a  licensee  may  sometimes  obtain 
possession  in  himself,  as  where  he  sets  up  an  adverse  possession  in 
fact,  however  wrongful,  or  where  he  is  in  independent  possession  of 
specific  property  in  connection  v/ith  or  as  an  incident  to  the  license 
or  easement.'  It  has  heea  held  that  a  clerk  of  a  county  who  had 
been  forcibly  ejected  from  a  room  in  the  courthouse  occupied  by 
him  as  an  office  did  not  have  sufficient  possession  to  entitle  him 

20.  See  supra,  par.  10.  36  N.  E.  527,  37  A.  S.  R.  219. 

1.  Schwinn  v.  Perkins,  79  N.  J.  L.     3.  Note:  18  Am.  Dec,  148. 
615,  78  Atl.  19,  21  Add.  Cas.  1223,  32     4.  Notea:  121  A.  S.  R.  372;  21  Ann. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  61.  Cas.  1227. 

Notes:  121  A.  S.  R.  373  ;  32  L3.A.  6.  Notes:  121  A.  S.  R.  376;  32 
(N.S.)  51;  21  Ann.  Cas.  1227.  L.R.A.(N.S.>  61.  63;  21  Asa.  Gul 

I   2.  Hoffman  t.  Reichert,  U7  HI.  274.  1226. 
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to  maintain  an  action  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer  against  the 
court  of  county  commissioners  who  ordered  his  ejection.* 

13.  Landlord  and  Tenant — The  possession  held  by  a  tenant,  whilo 
it  is  under  and  in  subordination  to  his  lease,  is  still  not  the  posses- 
sion of  a  mere  agent  or  employee,  but  that  of  a  tenant.  The  pos- 
s^on  is  held  for,  but  not  by,  the  Ifuidlord;  and  as  a  r^lt,  where 
the  tenant  is  in  actual  possessiop  and  is  forcibly  turned  out  of  posses- 
sion at  any  time  during  his  term  by  a  third  party  making  an  unlawful 
entry  upon  him,  he  alone,  and  not  the  landlord,  can  maintain  the 
action  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer.'  Likewise,  if  tiie  forcible  entry 
is  made  after  the  expiration  of  tJie  term  of  the  tenant,  but  while 
be  still  continues  upon  the  land,  or  during  the  possession  of  a  mere 
tenant  at  will  or  by  sufferance,  and  before  possession  has  been  deliv- 
ered back  to  the  landlord,  it  would  still  be  a  forcible  entry  upon  the 
tenant's  actual  possession,  and  he  alone  could  maintain  the  proceed- 
ing. Even  after  a  tenancy  has  been  terminated,  either  by  the  expir- 
ation of  the  lease  or  by  the  abandonment  of  the  premises  by  ihe 
lessee,  the  landlord  is  not  authorized,  as  a  general  rule,  to  maintain 
an  action  of  forcible  entxy  and  detainer  against  a  third  person,  who 
made  an  entry  while  the  tenant  was  in  possession.  If,  however,  the 
entry  is  made  after  the  expiration  .or  surrender  of  the  lease,  or  after 
the  abandonment  of  the  premises  by  the  lessee,  the  landlord  may 
maintain  an  action  for  forcible  entry  and  detainer  against  an  intruder. 
Also  it  has  been  ruled  that  a  lessee  who  is  deprived  of  the  possession 
of  property  which  he  has  leased,  by  the  refusal  of  a  former  tenant 
whose  term  has  expired,  to  quit  the  premises,  is  the  proper  party 
to  bring  an  action  to  recover  possession  thereof  on  the  theory  that 
the  lessee,  as  against  the  landlord,  is  entitled  to  possession.  But  in 
other  jurisdictions  it  has  been  held  that  under  such  circumstances 
the  lessee  has  no  sufficient  right  in  possession  to  maintain  the  action.* 
However,  in  all  these  cases  as  between  landlord  and  tenant,  it  is  not 
the  fact  of  leasing  but  the  fact  of  possession  which  controls;  and  if 
in  a  particular  case  the  lessor,  notwithstanding  the  lease,  remains 
or  comes  again  into  possession  of  the  property,  or  some  part  of  it, 
he  may  maintain  forcible  entry  against  a  third  person  who  forcibly 
enters  upon  the  property,  and  retain  possession.  But  a  landlord  may 
remain  on  premises  without  being  in  possession  thereof,  as  where 
he  retains  a  room  in  a  hotel  which  he  has  leased,  in  which  event 
his  tenant  is  the  only  party  competent  to  maintain  an  action  for 
a  forcible  entry.   Conversely,  a  mere  lodger  on  the  premises  is  not 

6.  Note:  8  L.RX(K.S.)  426, 430.        Note:  121  A.  S.  R.  373. 

7.  Chezum  v.  Campbell,  42  Wash.  And  see  generally.  Landlord  and 
560,  86  Pae.  48,  7  Ann.  Cas.  921  and  Tekant. 

note;  Chancey  v.  Smith,  25  W.  Ya.     8.  Note:  7  Ann.  Cas.  925. 
404,  62  Am.  Rep.  217. 

1148 


Digitized  by  Google 


U  R.  C.  L.        FOnCIBLB  ENTRY  AND  DETAINEB 


in  such  possession  as  entitles  him  to  maintain  the  proceeding .•  Where 
a  building  is  occupied  by  several  tenants  who  severally  hold  exclu- 
sive possession  of  different  parts  of  it,  the  landlord  is  the  proper 
party  to  bring  an  action  for  forcible  entry  and  detainer  against  an 
adjoining  lot  owner  who  cuts  away  the  outer  walls  of  the  building, 
while  the  building  is  in  the  possession  of  the  tenants;  since  in  such 
a  case  the  several  tenants  have  only  incidental  use  of  the  outer  walls 
and  a  confusion  of  rights  would  occur  if  any  one  tenant  was  allowed 
to  take  exclusive  possession  of  tho  outer  walls  as  parcel  of  his  lease- 
hold.*" Moreover,  although  the  possession  under  a  lease  is  sub  modo 
in  the  tenant,  it  remains  in  the  landlord  at  least  to  the  extent  that 
he  can  warn  off  intruders  and  trespassers;  and  so,  where  certain  per- 
sons went  upon  leased  premises  in  the  possession  of  tenants,  and  sub- 
sequently the  landlord  came  out  and  in  the  presence  of  the  tenants 
ordered  the  inttuders  off,  but  they  refused  to  go  and  their  numbers 
and  conduct  were  such  as  to  put  the  landlord  in  fear,  it  was  held 
that  they  were  held  guilty  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer.** 

14.  Joint  Possession. — Where  title  or  possession  of  the  premises  is 
held  by  several  persons  jointly,  as  by  tenants  in  common,  coparceners, 
partners,  and  the  like,  they  are  seized  for  themselves  and  for  each 
other.  All. are  equally  entitled  to  possession;  and,  conversely,  the 
possession  of  any  one  is  the  possession  of  all.**  Several  important 
consequences  follow  from  this  principle.  Thus  it  is  settled  that, 
although  all  may  join,  yet  any  one  joint  tenant  may  maintain  an 
action  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer  against  a  stranger  and  recover 
the  entire  possession.  In  such  case  his  recovery  inures  to  the  benefit 
of  all,  and  the  judgment  in  his  action  could  be  pleaded  in  bar  of 
a  proceeding  by  the  others  for  the  same  cause.**  On  the  other  hand, 
a  party  by  ejecting  from  the  premises  one  of  two  joint  tenants  under 
a  writ  of  possession  against  tiie  one  only,  leaving  the  other  in  pos- 
session, does  not  obtain  possession  as  against  even  the  one  who  has 
been  ejected,  and  cannot  maintain  forcible  entry  and  detainer  against 
either  or  both  grounded  on  his  return  or  re-entry,  since  the  posses- 
sion of  the  tenant  who  remains  in  possession  is  still  that  of  the  other 
as  well  as  his  own.**  This  principle  interposes  certain  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  the  maintenance  of  the  action  by  one  joint  possessor 
against  the  other.  It  is  very  clear  that  if  one  is  or  both  are  in 
actual  and  peaceable  possession,  one  cannot  oust  the  other  by  for- 
cible entry  or  unlawful  detainer  proceedings  grounded  on  a  claim 
of  superior  right  of  possession  or  otherwise.  In  such  case  the  plain- 
tiff, before  he  can  obtain  relief,  must  resort  to  a  court  of  equity  for 

9.  Note:  121  A.  S.  R.  373,  374.  13.  Rabe  v.  Pyler,  10  Smedes  &  M. 

10.  Note:  7  Ann.  Cas.  924.  (Miss.)  440,  48  Am.  Deo.  763  and  nole. 

11.  State  V.  Robbins,  123  N.  C.  730,     Note:  121  A.  S.  R.  374. 

31  S.  E.  669,  68  A.  S.  R.  841.  14.  Bemecker  v.  Miller,  40  Mo.  473, 

12.  See  CoTBHANOT,  vol  7,  p.  820.     93  Am.  Dee.  309  and  note. 
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a  partition  of  the  land  In  dispute,  or  an  adjudication  of  the  equitable 
rights  involved,  and  so  obtain  a  right  to  exclusive  possession  of  all 
or  a  part  of  the  property.^*  Even  where  one  of  the  joint  possessors 
forcibly  enters  upon  and  turns  the  other  out  of  possession,  the  latter 
cannot  in  an  action  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer  obtain  a  judgment 
for  restitution  of  exclusive  possession  unless  he  had  previously  dis- 
seized his  copoasessor  and  obtained  actual  and  peaceable  possession 
in  severalty;  and  this  is  not  established  by  fonning  an  intention 
during  the  other's  temporary  absence  without  intention  to  abandon 
possession,  to  prevent  his  return.  In  such  case  the  possession  of  the 
one  continues  to  be  the  possession  of  both  until  there  is  an  actual 
disseisin  by  keeping  the  other  out  by  force  or  causing  him  to  elect 
to  retreat  and  avoid  the  peril  of  conflict. '  In  a  proper  case,  however, 
it  seems  that  a  joint  tenant  forcibly  dispossessed  may  maintain  a 
proceeding  to  be  restored,  not  to  entire  possession,  but  to  his  joint 
possession  in  conjunction  with  his  cotenante.  To  this  extent  is  title 
tried  and  determined  in  forcible  entry  and  detainer;  and  a  party 
owning  but  a  moiety  of  property  may  therefore  resort  to  force  to  get 
himself  into  and  retain  a  possession  which  would  not  be  permitted 
were  he  an  owner  in  severalty.** 

15.  Incomplete  or  Scrambling  Possession. — The  possession  of  an 
occupant  must  be  not  only  actual,  but  also  quiet  and  peaceable  in 
order  to  give  rise  to  an  action  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer  in  case 
of  dispossession.*^  In  some  cases  there  is  no  difficulty  in  fixing  the 
exact  time  at  which  such  possession  is  complete,  as  where  a  conceded 
possession  is  lawfully  and  peaceably  transferred,  or  where  actual  pos- 
session is  taken  of  vacant  lands  by  the  party  entitled  to  possession.** 
But  there  are  times  when  it  is  a  matter  of  doubt  as  to  whether  the 
possession  is  complete  or  not.  This  is  the  case  where  there  is  a 
so-called  "scrambling  possession,"  by  which  is  signified  that  two  or 
more  parties  are  struggling  for  the  possession  of  land,  or  at  least 
that  one  party  has  unlawfully  entered  upon  the  possession  of  another 
without  his  knowledge  or  opportunity  to  determine  whether  he  will 
submit  to  it  or  not*'  In  neither  case,  as  a  rule,  is  there  such  actual 
peaceable  pc^session  as  will  support  an  action  of  forcible  entry  and 
detainer.  Possession  taken  by  force  or  stealth  does  not  at  onoe 
become  peaceable  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute,  so  that  it  is 
protected  from  a  forcible  reentry  by  the  person  who  has  been  dia- 
ls. Lick  T.  O'Donnell,  3  Col.  69,  58  17.  Schwinn  v.  Perkiiu,  79  N.  J.  L. 
Am.  Dec.  383  and  note;  Koapp  v.  515,  78  Atl.  19,  21  Ann.  Cas.  1223  and 
Reed,  88  Neb.  754,  130  N.  W.  430,  note,  32  L.R.A.(N.S.)  51. 
Ann.  Ca8.1912B1095,32L.B.A.(N.S.)  Notes:  18  Am.  Dec.  147;  6  LJLA. 
869.  537. 

16.  Robertson  v.  Robertson,  2  6.     18.  See  supra,  par.  11. 
Mon.  (Ey.)  236,  38  Am.  Dee.  148.         19.  Notes:  121  A.  S.  B.  384:  21 
Note:  121  A.  S.  R.  373,  374,  376.      Ann.  Cas.  1227. 
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poaseased.*'  If  tho  posseeaion  taken  is  involved  in  a  struggle,  or  is 
80  recent  that  a  struggle  may  yet  be  reasonably  ^>prehended,  while 
it  is  probable  that  the  person  in  possession  is  not  in  law  subject  to 
the  forcible  entry  of  a  person  who  is  not  a  party  to  the  struggle 
and  has  hitJierto  had  no  possession,  yet,  as  to  the  person  on  whom 
the  entry  has  been  made,  the  possession  may  be  deemed  scrambling 
or  incomplete,  or  at  least  not  peaceable  and  not  sufBcient  to  support 
an  action  against  him  should  he  subsequently  regain  possession.^ 
It  is  difficult  to  say  just  what  will  suffice  to  enlarge  a  mere  occupa- 
tion into  a  legal  possession,  or  to  d^ine  the  precise  point  at  which  a 
possession  ceases  to  be  a  scrambling  possession.  No  rule  of  universal 
application  can  be  established,  but  each  case  must,  of  necessity,  be 
governed  by  its  own  circumstances.  A  mere  pedis  possessio  or  momen- 
tary personal  presence  on  land  in  the  lawful  possession  of  another, 
though  gained  without  actual  force,  is  not  Eufficient.'  As  at  common 
law  the  right  of  immediate  recapture  was  fully  recognized,  and  a 
disseisor  could  be  forcibly  ejected  provided  no  substantial  delay  bad 
ensued  after  the  entry,  so,  since  the  adoption  of  the  statutes  of  for- 
cible entry,  it  has  be^  wdl  recognized  that  a  mere  trespasser  cannot 
by  the  very  act  of  trespass,  immediately  and  without  acquiescence, 
give  himself  what  the  law  underatands  by  possession  against  the  per- 
son whom  he  ejects.  His  possession,  though  actual,  is  never  peaceable ; 
and  hence  under  such  circumstances  he  may  be  forcibly  ejected,  if 
no  more  force  than  is  necessary  for  the  purpose  is  used,  and  in  such 
a  case  the  forcible  entry  and  the  recapture  are  but  one  transaction, 
and  the  recapture  is  not  a  forcible  entry  but  a  successful  and  proper 
resistance  to  a  forcible  entry.*  But  even  though  an  original  entry 
was  forcible  or  fraudulent,  and  without  the  slightest  color  of  right, 
nevertheless  if  the  party  in  possession  submits  and  allows  a  trespasser 
to  remain  quietly  in  possession  for  a  considerable  time,  he  cannot 
afterwards  take  ihe  law  into  his  own  hands  and  repel  the  intruder 
by  force.  For,  undor  such  circumstances,  the  possession,  though 
wrongful  and  at  first  maintained  by  menaces  or  violence,  will  have 
ripened  into  a  peaceable  possession,  for  a  disturbance  of  which  for- 
cible entry  and  detainer  would  be  the  appropriate  remedy.^ 

16.  Duration  of  Possession. — For  the  purpose  of  excluding  a 
momentary  or  scrambling  actual  possession,  it  is  in  some  cases  pro- 

20.  Wilson  V.  Campbell,  76  Kan.  N.  G.  850,  39  LJI.A.  418;  Schwinn  t. 
159,  88  Pac.  548, 121  A.  S.  R.  366  and  Perkins,  79  N.  J.  L.  615,  78  Atl.  19, 
note,  12  Ann.  Cas.  766,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  21  Ann.  Cas.  1223  and  note,  32  L.R.A. 
426;Robert8onv.  Robertson,  2  B.Mon.  (N.S.)  51. 

(Ky.)  235,  38  Am.  Dec.  148.  4.  Wilson  v.  Campbell,  76  Kan.  169, 

1.  Note:  121  A.  8.  R.  384.  88  Pae.  548, 121  A.  S.  R.  366  and  note, 

2.  Notes:  121  A.  S.  R.  385;  8  L3.A.  12  Ann.  Cas.  766,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.).  426. 
637.  See  also  supra,  par.  9. 

S.  Pace  V.  Dwi^t,  170  Ifaia.  20,  48 
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vided  by  statute  that  an  action  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer  may 
be  brought  only  by  a  person  who  has  been  in  tlie  peaceable  and 
undisturbed  po^ession  of  the  property  for  a  stated  period  preceding 
the  unlawful  entry,  as  for  instance  for  five  days.*  Where  there  i? 
no  such  statutory  provision  in  force,  however,  the  mere  fact  of  peace- 
able and  quiet  possession  at  the  time  of  the  forcible  entry  is  all  that 
need  be  shown,  and  no  time  is  prescribed  for  which  such  possession 
should  have  endured  to  protect  it  against  the  forcible  entry  of  others 
The  fact  that  the  possession  of  the  occupant  was  but  recently  acquired 
is  material  only  to  the  extent  that  it  may  sustain  the  conclusion  that 
it  bad  not  become  actual  and  peaceable.  But  if  from  the  whole 
evidence  it  appears  that  the  plaintiff  was  in  the  actual  and  peaceable 
possession  of  the  property,  the  fact  that  his  possession  was  recently 
acquired  does  not  excuse  the  forcible  entry  thereon,  or  prevent  him 
from  recovering  of  the  person  guilty  thereof.  Where  the  possession 
is  vacant,  a  party  entering  peaceably  under  a  bona  fide  claim  to  the 
right  of  possession  may  very  speedily  found  a  possession  entitled  to 
recognition  under  the  statute.  And  although  a  scrambling  for  pos- 
session is  not  to  be  encouraged,  yet  though  a  person  knows  that  another 
claims  title  and  intends  to  take  possession,  still  if  he  takes  actual 
possession  even  with  no  other  motive  than  that  of  ohttuning  the  advan- 
tage of  possession  in  a  controversy  about  title,  he  may  maintain 
against  the  other  an  action  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer.* 

17.  How  Possession  Is  Lost. — W^hen  once  actual  possession  is 
obtained  it  continues  until  terminated  by  lawful  surrender  or  trans- 
fer, or  by  abandonment,  or  by  eviction  which  has  ripened  into  a 
peaceable  possession  on  the  part  of  the  intruder.  It  is  not  essential 
for  the  retention  of  the  possession  that  the  possessor  should  at  all 
times  reside  or  stay  on  the  premises,  personally  or  by  agent;  for 
there  may  be  possession  without  occupancy,  as  we  have  already  seen.* 
An  ^sential  ingredient  of  abandonment  of  possession  is  the  inten- 
tion to  abandon.  Consequently,  a  temporary  absence  from  the  prem- 
ises does  not  constitute  a  loss  of  the  actual  possession,  nor  prevent  the 
maintenance  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer  against  one  who  forcibly 
enters  or  detains  the  premises;  and  one  who  enters  during  such  tem- 
porary absence  docs  not  acquire  a  legal  possesion  such  as  permits 
him  to  bring  the  action  if  the  rightful  possessor  forcibly  ejects  him 
immediately  on  disc^overy  of  his  presence  on  the  premises.'  Any 

5.  Chezum  v.  Campbell,  42  Wash.  366,  12  Ann.  Cas.  766,  8  L.Rji..(N.S.) 
560,  85  Pac.  48,  7  Ann,  Cas.  921.  426;  Schwinn  v.  Perkins,  79  N.  J.  L. 

6.  Notes:  121  A.  S,  R.  383;  8  hJUi.  515,  78  Atl.  19,  21  Ann.  Cas.  1223,  32 
537;  21  Ann.  Caa.  1227.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  51. 

7.  See  supra,  par.  11, 12.  Notes:  18  Am.  Dec  147-  148;  121 

8.  Moon  V.  Rollins,  36  Cal.  333,  95  A.  S.  R.  389;  8  L.R.A.  637. 
Am.  Dec.  181 ;  Wilson  v.  Campbell,  75  See  also  sapnT,  par.  IK, 
Kan.  159,  88  Pac.  548,  121  A.  S,  B. 
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act  done  by  the  rightful  possessor  indicating  an  intention  not  to 
abandon  but  to  hold  possession  will  continue  the  possession  in  him.* 
Generally  the  mere  absence  of  any  facts  from  which  an  intention 
to  abandon  could  be  inferred  is  sufficient  to  preserve  one's  posses- 
sion,^**  even  though  during  his  absence  a  copossessor  enters  with  an 
intention  to  prevent  him  from  returning  upon  the  premises,  a  mere 
entry  with  a  resolution  to  expel  a  person  not  operating  as  an  expul- 
sion actual  or  constructive,  nor  as  a  disseisin  in  fact  until  such  person 
submits  thereto,  or  his  re-entry  is  successfully  resisted.*^  In  con- 
templation of  law,  therefore,  a  tenant  temporarily  absent  from  the 
premises  is  in  possession  still,  and  a  landlord,  Chough  entitled  to 
repossession,  may  not  re-enter  during  such  absence  and  hold  forcible 
possession,'*  Where  a  party  in  possession  has  fenced  land,  but 
his  fence  is  swept  away  by  high  water,  he  does  not  of  necessity  and 
immediately  lose  his  possession.  Pie  may  then  and  thereafter  abandon 
it;  but  if  he  does  anything  indicating  an  intention  to  hold  the 
possession,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  give  him  the  actual  possession.'* 
So  a  tenant  who,  on  removing  from  land  having  growing  crops 
thereon  places  it  under  the  care  of  his  agent  to  look  after  and  to 
put  up  fences,  shows  no  intention  of  abandoning  it;  on  the  con- 
trary, his  acta  and  conduct  clearly  indicate  an  opposite  intention,** 
A  party  may  be  held  liable  for  forcible  entry  in  opening  the  door 
of  plaintiff's  close  with  a  key  that  fitted  it  and  taking  away  his 
own  goods  which  were  in  plaintiff's  possession,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  the  plaintiff  has  gone  away  with  his  family,  and  the  defend- 
ant has  reasonable  cause  to  believe  and  does  believe  that  the  plaintiff 
does  not  intend  to  return.'*  On  the  other  hand,  the  mere  intention 
to  abandon  premises,  followed  by  acts  in  effectuation  thereof,  does 
not  put  an  end  to  possession  until  actual  occupancy  has  terminated. 
Thus,  where  a  tenant  had  conceived*  the  purpose  of  giving  up  the 
premises  to  his  landlord,  thereby  putting  an  end  to  the  lease,  and 
had  even  begim  to  remove  his  effects,  but  the  house  was  still  occupied 
by  him  and  his  family,  and  part  of  his  movables  were  tliere,  it  was 
held  that  this  was  quite  sufficient  to  make  him  the  actual  occupant 
until  he  yielded  up  the  possession  by  removing  himself,  bis  family, 
and  his  property  from  the  premises,  there  being  nothing  in  the 
terms  of  the  lease  which  reinvested  the  landlord  with  possession  on 
the  determination  of  the  tenant  to  abandon  it,  or  the  removal  of 

9.  Davidson  v.  Phillips,  9  Yerg.  Am.  Rep.  652. 

(Tenn.)  93,  30  Am.  Dec.  393.  13.  King  v.  St.  Lo^is  Gaslight  Co., 

10.  Tribble  v.  Frame,  7  J.  J.  Marsh.  34  Mo.  34,  84  Am.  Dec.  68. 

(Ky.)  599,  23  Am.  Dec.  439.  14.  Chancey  v.  Smith,  25  W.  Va. 

11.  Robertson  v.  Robertson,  2  B.  404,  52  Am.  Rep.  217. 

Mon.  (Ky.)  236,  38  Am.  Dec  148.  15.  McLeod  v.  Jones,  105  Ifaaa.  403, 

12.  Mason  v.  Hawes,  62  Conn.  12, 52  7  Am.  Rep.  539. 
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part  of  his  goods  in  furtherance  of  his  intention."  It  is  always 
to  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  the  principle  that  possession  is 
lost  only  by  absence  from  the  premises  wiUi  the  intention  to  abandon 
them  is  available  only  to  one  who  holds  the  actual,  peaceable  pos- 
session in  fact,  and  cannot  be  relied  on  by  a  mere  trespasser  whose 
occupation  has  not  ripened  into  such  possession.  Kven  if  the  tortious 
entry  constituted  an  ouster,  the  rightful  possessor  who  enters  with- 
out force  during  the  temporary  absence  of  a  trespasser  is  restored  by 
operation  of  law  to  his  actual  and  rightful  possession,  regardless  of 
the  trespasser's  intentions  as  to  returning.  As  between  disseisor  and 
disseisee  in  such  cases,  the  law  will  not  construe  the  actual  possession 
of  the  former  to  be  more  extensive  or  protracted  than  his  pedis 
possessio.*' 

18.  Eviction  under  Judicial  Process. — The  question  as  to  whether 
possession  has  been  U-anaferred  or  lost  is  often  presented  in  cases 
wherein  the  occupant  of  land  has  been  ejected  and  another  placed 
in  control  under  color  of  legal  or  judicial  process.  In  some  juris- 
dictions the  purchaser  at  a  judicial  sale  may  maintain  forcible  entry 
and  detainer  to  obtain  possession  of  the  property  from  tiiie  judgment 
debtor  who  was  in  possession  when  the  judgment  was  rendered.^' 
Obviously  an  action  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer  will  not  lie  to 
dispossess  a  purchaser  lawfully  placed  in  actual  possession  in  pur- 
suance of  the  decree  and  order  of  a  court  of  competent  jurisdicdon, 
and  a  court  of  equity  will  quiet  and  prevent  a  wrongful  interference 
with  such  possession  by  enjoining  the  execution  of  the  writ  of  pos- 
session issued  in  such  action.'*  So  where  two  parties  both  used  and 
cultivated  land,  sometimes  alternately  and  sometimes  simultaneously, 
subsequently  to  a  judgment  in  an  action  of  ejectment  wherein  the 
title  was  adjudged  to  be  in  one  of  them,  the  law  deems  the  actual 
possession  to  be  his  in  the  absence  of  evidence  of  his  intentional 
abandonment  of  that  possession,  or  of  an  ouster  by  the  other  party.*' 
But  the  mere  rendition  of  judgment  for  restitution  to  a  plaintiff  in 
ejectment  does  not  authorize  him  to  take  possession  by  force  and 
without  judicial  process,  and  if  he  does  so  he  cannot  plead  his  judg- 
ment to  an  action  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer  brought  against 
him  by  the  defendant  in  the  ejectment  case.'  It  is  also  well  settled 
that  a  writ  of  possession  does  not  run  against  a  person  not  a  pi^y 
to  legal  proceedings  to  try  the  question  of  title  or  right  to  possession 
or  to  cause  a  sale  of  land,  who  was  in  actual  peaceable  possession  of 

16.  Chezum  v,  Campbell,  42  Wash.  N.  W.  926,  73  A.  S.  R.  618. 

560,  85  Pac..48, 7  Ann.  Cas.  921.  19.  Cope  v.  Payne,  111  Tenn.  128, 

17.  Tribble  v.  Frame,  7  J.  J.  Marsh.  76  S.  W.  820,  102  A.  S.  R.  746. 
(Ky.)  599^  23  Am.  Dee.  439;  Kereheval     20.  Tribble  v.  Frame,  7  J.  J,  Maxah. 
V.  Ambler,  7  J.  J.  Marsh.  (Ky.)  626,  (Ky.)  599,  23  Am.  Dec.  439. 

23  Am.  Dec.  446.  1.  See  supra,  par.  9.  See  also  EjKor- 

18.  Green  t.  Morse,  67  Neb.  391,  77  uent,  toL  9,  pp.  930,  931. 
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the  premises  at  the  time  the  proceedings  were  instituted.'  Such  writ 

does  not  justify  an  entry  by  the  plaintiff  nor  the  forcible  dispossession 
of  the  party  in  possession  by  the  sheriff.  Consequently,  a  party  so 
disp(^s^sed  may  maintain  an  action  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer 
for  restitution  of  the  premises;  and  if  he  yields  to  the  force  but  _ 
peaceably  returns  to  his  possession  as  soon  aa  the  sheriff  departs  and 
the  force  is  gone,  his  possession  is  reinstated,  and  the  plaintiff  cannot 
maintain  an  action  of  unlawful  detainer  against  him,  since  he  does 
not  in  such  circumstances  obtain  lawful  possession  under  his  writ 
of  possession.'  On  the  same  theory,  where  a  judgment  and  writ  . 
of  possession  are  against  one  of  two  joint  possessors,  and  the  sheriff 
enters  thereunder  in  the  absence  of  both  and  delivers  possession  to 
the  plaintiff's  agent,  who  does  not  remain  on  the  premises,  the  plain- 
tiff cannot  maintain  forcible  entry  and  detainer  against  the  joint 
tenant  not  named  in  the  writ  on  his  return  and  re'entry  upon  the 
premises,  there  being  no  actual  eviction  as  to  him  by  the  formal 
delivery  of  possession  by  the  sheriff,  and  the  plaintiff's  possession 
being  constructive  only,  and  not  actual,  in  such  case>  Likewise,  on 
the  eviction  of  one  of  two  tenants  in  common  under  a  writ  of  pos- 
session against  him  alone,  leaving  the  other  in  possession,  the  latter'a 
possession  is  that  of  both;  and  the  return  into  actual  possession  of 
the  evicted  one  does  not  enable  the  plaintiff  to  maintain  forcible 
entry  and  detainer  against  either  or  both.*  Even  where  the  writ  of 
possession  does  run  against  the  party  in  actual  possession,  the  latter's 
possession  is  not  terminated  until  the  writ  is  fully  executed  by  com- 
plete delivery  of  actual  possession  thereunder.  Accordingly,  where 
the  sheriff  removed  the  defendant's  family  and  effects  from  the  house 
into  the  yard,  and  was  in  the  act  of  removing  them  from  the  prem- 
ises,  when  he  was  served  with  an  injimction  against  execution,  and 
desisted,  and  the  defendant  on  endeavoring  to  resume  possession  of 
the  house  was  violently  resisted  by  the  plaintiff  and  his  companions, 
and  accordingly  went  with  his  family  to  a  bam  on  the  premises  and 
took  up  his  residence  there,  it  was  held  that  he  could  maintain  forcible 
entry  and  detainer  against  the  plaintiff  to  recover  possession  of  tho 
house.* 

2.  See  Ejectment, -vol.  9,  pp.  932,  620  and  note.    See  also  Ejectmeni, 
933.  vol.  9,  p.  936. 

3.  Brush  V.  Fowler,  36  111,  53,  85     4.  Kercheval  v.  Ambler,  7  J.  J. 
Am.  Dec.  382  and  note;  Garrison  v.  Marsh.  (Ky.)  626,  23  Am.  Dec.  446. 
Savignac,  25  Mo.  47,  69  Am.  Dec.  448  ;      5.  Bcmecker  v.  Miller,  40  Mo.  473, 
Bemecker  v.  Miller,  40  Mo.  473,  93  93  Am.  Dee.  309  and  note.   See  also 
Am.  Dec.  309  and  note;  Fults  v.  Mun-  supra,  par.  14. 

ro,  202  N.  Y.  34,  95  N.  E,  23,  Ann.  Cas.     6,  Famsworth  r.  Fowler,  1  Swan. 
1912D870,37L.B.A.(N.S.)  600;  Laird  (Tenn.)  1,  66  Am.  Dee.  718. 
T.  Winters,  27  Tex.  440,  86  Am.  Dec. 
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19.  Acts  Sufficient  to  Constitute  Possession. — Posseesdon  involves 
exclusive  dominion  and  control  such  as  owners  of  like  property  usu- 
ally exercise  over  it  The  existence  of  such  possession  is  largely  a 
question  of  fact»  dependent  on  the  nature  of  the  property  and  the 
surrounding  circumstances.'  Actual  residence  in  a  house  or  room 
is  obviously  sufficient;  even  residence  in  a  barn  on  the  premises  when 
kept  out  of  the  dwelling  may  suffice.^  Leaving  property  on  the 
premises  in  usual  course  is  indicative  of  an  intention  to  retain  posses- 
sion during  temporary  absence,  especially  if  an  agent  is  left  in  charge.* 
Placing  locks  on  a  church,  fastening  up  the  doors  and  windows,  and 
notifying  all  persons  present  and  within  hearing  of  an  intention  to 
hold  exclusive  possession,^*  entering  on  land  with  an  intention  to  take 
possession  and  clearing,  fencing,  or  maintaining  the  fences  about  it,^^ 
constructing  buildings  thereon,^'  planting  and  cultivating  crops,^'  or 
pasturing  livestock  ^* — ^these  are  all  strong  and  often  nearly  conclu- 
sive evidences  of  possession.  On  the  other  hand,  the  accidentd  destruc- 
tion or  the  removal  of  fences  does  not  of  itself  destroy  possession  once 
obtained ;  nor  is  the  fencing  or  use  of  the  land  in  some  one  or 
more  of  these  ways  absolutely  essential  to  possession  as  a  matter  of 
law,  since  they  may  not  be  necessary  or  customary  in  the  given  cir- 
cumstances, or  the  dominion  and  intention  to  possess  may  be  otherwise 
manifested.!*  That  possession  may  be  held  by  an  agent,  and  that 
it  continues  during  the  absence  of  the  possessor  and  agent  unless  there 
is  an  intention  to  abandon,  has  been  already  shown.*'  Possession, 
however,  must  be  exclusive,  in  that  it  is  not  shared  with  the  defend- 
ant; but  a  party's  possession  continues  notwithstanding  the  presence 
of  other  persons  or  their  property  on  the  land,  provided  they  hold 
in  subordination  to  bis  rights  and  not  as  independent  claimants  or 
possessors.!*  Finally,  it  is  to  be  noted  that  where  a  party  is  in 
actual  possession  of  a  portion  of  a  given  tract  of  land  under  a  deed 
or  other  color  of  title,  he  will  be  deemed  in  legal  possession  of  all 

7.  Note:  121  A.  S.  R.  386.  State  v.  Bennett,  Harp.  L.  (S.  C.)  503, 

8.  Famswortb  v.  Fowler,  1  Swui  18  Am.  Dec.  663;  Cfaancey  v.  Smith, 
(Tenn.)  1,  55  Am.  Dec.  718.  25  W.  Va.  404,  62  Anf.  Rep.  217. 

9.  Wilson  v.  Campbell,  75  Kan.  159,     Note:  18  Am.  Dec.  148. 

88  Pae.  548, 121  A.  S.  R.  366,  12  Ann.  14.  Davidson  v.  Phillips,  9  Teig. 

Cas.  766,  8  LJl.A.(N.S.)  426;  Schwinn  (Tenn.)  93,  30  Am.  Dee.  393. 

V.  Perkius,  79  N.  J.  L.  515,  78  Atl.  16.  King  v.  St  Louis  Gaslight  Co., 

19,  21  Ann.  Cas.  1223, 32  L.R.A.(N.S.)  34  Mo.  34,  84  Am.  Dec.  68. 

51.  16.  Notes:  18  Am.  Dee.  148;  121  A. 

10.  Note:  121  A.  S.  R.  386.  S.  R.  387. 

11.  Note:  32  L.R.A.(N.S.)  52.  17.  See  snpra,  par.  12, 17. 

12.  Valencia  v.  Couch,  32  Cal.  339,  18.  Tribble  v.  Fnune,  7  J.  J.  Manh. 
91  Am.  Dec.  589.  (Ky.)  699,  23  Am.  Dec.  439. 

IS.  Kercheval  v.  Ambler,  7  J.  J.     Note:  121  A.  S.  R.  388. 
Uaish.  (Ev.)  626,  23  Am.  Dec  446; 
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the  land  embraced  in  the  calls  of  the  deed,  except  such  part  aa  may 
be  in  actual  and  adverse  possession  of  another  person.** 

20.  Acts  Insufficient  to  Constitute  Possession. — ^In  a  general  sense, 
it  may  be  said  that  acts  which  are  not  acts  of  dominion  or  control, 
and  notwithstanding  which  dominion  or  control  may  be  in  another, 
or  not  exist  in  anyone,  do  not  establish  possession.  Among  these 
may  be  mentioned  the  payment  of  taxes;  hitching  horses  in  an  unfin- 
ished stable;  cutting  of  timber  for  firewood,  and  like  occasional  acts, 
even  when  accompanied  by  the  occasional  use  of  land  for  grazing 
purposes;  nailing  up  the  doors  of  a  house;  retaining  fragments. of 
an  old  fence,  which,  when  erected,  was  probably  sufficient  to  consti- 
tute possession ;  initiating  acts  of  possession,  such  as  erecting  a  cabin, 
deadening  trees,  cutting  brush  and  erect^g  part  of  a  fence,  but 
leaving  all  these  acts  incomplete,  and  suspending  all  further  action ; 
and  taking  possession  of  a'house,  which  is  confessedly  personal  prop- 
erly, because  admitted  to  be  on  the  land  of  another.** 

m.  Essential  Blbmbnts 

21,  Necessity  for  Actual  Force. — The  primary  purpose  of  actions 
of  forcible  entry  and  detainer  being  to  prevent  a  breach  of  the  peace, 
it  is  well  settled  that,  under  the  British  statutes  *  and  in  those  juris- 
dictions in  which  the  definition  has  not  been  broadened  by  legisla- 
tion or  judicial  construction,  a  forcible  entry  is  such  only  as  is  made 
with  actual  physical  force  in  and  upon  the  premises,  or  by  violence 
directed  or  threatened  against  the  person  in  occupancy.  It  signifies 
only  such  entry  as  is  made  with  a  strong  hand,  with  unusual  weapons, 
or  with  an  unusual  number  of  servants  or  attendants,  and  with  menace 
to  life  or  limb.  Consequently,  an  entry  without  force  by  a  party 
entitled  to  possession,  or  an  unlawful  entry  without  actual  force,  vio- 
lence or  menaces,  and  which  has  no  other  force  than  such  as  the  law 
implies  in  every  trespass,  is  not  a  forcible  entry  within  the  meaning  of 
the  statutes.  Many  an  entry  may  therefore  be  plainly  unlawful  and 
yet  not  give  rise  to  a  proceeding  for  forcible  entry  and  detainer, 
altiiough  it  is  without  contradiction  that  every  forcible  entry  as  above 
defined  is  unlawful.  This  distinction  accounts  for  the  failure  of  the 
plaintiff  to  recover  in  some  instances  where  he  has  declared  upon  a 
forcible  entry,  and  has  given  evidence  of  an  -entry  that  is  merely 
unlawful*  In  some  jurisdictions,  however,  the  courts  have  widened 

19.  Seals  v.  Williams,  80  Miss.  234,  Dearborn  Lodge  v.  Klein,  115  III.  177. 
31  So.  707,  92  A.  S.  R.  601  nnd  note.    3  N.  E.  272,  56  Am.  Rep.  133;  Wilson 

Notes:  88  A.  S.  R.  702,  704;  121  A.  v.  Campbell,  75  Kan.  159,  88  Pac.  548, 
S.  R.  388.  121  A.  S.  R.  36G,  12  Ann.  Caa.  766,  S 

20.  Note:121A.  S.  R.  388.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  426;  Tribble  v.  Frame, 

1.  See  supra,  par.  3.  7  J.  J.  Marsh.  (Ky.)  599,  23  Am.  Dec. 

2.  Lewis  V.  State,  99  Ga.  692,  26  S.  439;  Smith  v.  Detroit  Loan,  etc.,  Ass'n, 
E.  496,  59  A.  S.  R.  255  and  note;  Fort  115  Mich.  340,  73  N.  W.  395,  69  A.  S. 
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the  conception  of  forcible  entry  to  include  the  obtaining  of  land  by 
fraud  or  stealth  or  other  unlawful  means  as  well  as  by  actual  vio- 
lence.* The  proceeding  for  forcible  entry  and  detainer  is  purely 
statutory,  however,*  and  it  accordingly  follows  that  a  compreh^isive 
view  of  what  is  regarded  by  the  courts  as  constituting  a  forcible  entry 
can  only  be  obtained  by  considering  the  statutes  of  the  several  states 
with  reference  to  which  the  decisions  have  been  pronounced.  Some 
of  tliese  statutes  have  entirely  pen^erted  the  original  meaning  of  the 
word  "^force,"  and  define  as  "forcible"  entries  that  are  obviously 
peaceable.  Many  cases  are  accordingly  to  be  found  in  which  forcible 
entry  and  detainer  proceedings  are  grounded  on  acts  that  amount 
only  to  ordinary  trespasses  upon  real  property.  In  some  jurisdictions 
forcible  entry  is  defined  by  statute  as  including  any  entry,  however 
quiet,  against  the  will  or  merely  without  the  consent  of  the  party 
in  possession ;  and  the  proceeding  can  be  maintained  by  the  person  in 
possession  against  one  who  enters  upon  even  vacant  or  unoccupied 
lands  without  right  or  title.  To  constitute  forcible  entry  and  detainer 
under  such  statutes,  therefore,  it  is  not  essential  that  the  entry  be 
made  with  a  strong  hand,  or  be  accompanied  with  actual  force  or 
violence,  either  against  persons  or  property.  The  word  "force"  as 
used  therein  means  no  more  than  the  term  "vi  et  armis"  at  common 
law,  that  is,  with  either  actual  or  implied  force.' 

22.  Violence  to  Person  or  Property. — ^There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
an  entry  is  forcible  when  it  is  accomplished  or  accompanied  by  acts 
that  amount,  or  directly  tend,  to  a  breach  of  Uie  peace;  as  where  a 
party  in  possession  is  ejected  by  force  overcoming  his  actual  resist- 
ance, or  is  assaulted  and  beaten,  and  the  like — in  short,  when  the 
dispossession  is  by  acts  involving  force,  violence  or  terror  to  others.* 


R.  675,  39  L.R.A.  410;  Seals  v.  WUl-  S.  R.  390  et  seq. 
iams,  80  Miss.  234,  31  So.  707,  92  A.  4.  See  supra,  par.  3. 
S.  R.  601  and  note;  Butts  v.  Voorhees,  5.  Lewis  v.  State,  99  Ga.  692,  26  8. 
13  N.  J.  L.  13,  22  Am.  Dec.  489  and  E.  496,  59  A.  S.  R.  255;  Croff  v.  Ball- 
note;  Fults  V.  Munro,  202  N.  Y.  34,  95  in^r,  18  111.  200,  65  Am.  Dec.  735  and 
N.  E.  23,  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  870,  37  note;  Txibble  v.  Frame,  7  J.  J.  Marsh. 
L.R.A.(N.S.)  600  and  note;  State  v.  (Ky.)  599,  23  Am.  Dec.  439;  Seats  v. 
Pollock,  26  N.  C.  305, 42  Am.  Dec.  140;  Wjliiams,  80  Miss.  234,  31  So.  707,  92 
State  V.  Mills,  104  N.  C.  905,  10  S.  E.  A.  S.  R.  601  and  note. 
676,  17  A.  S.  R.  706;  State  v.  Davis,  Notes:  18  Am.  Dec.  141  et  seq.;  121 
109  N.  C.  809,  13  S.  E.  883, 14  L.R.A.  A.  S.  E.  391,  392  ;  8  LJI.A.  537;  32 
206;  Smith  v.  Reeder,  21  Ore.  541,  28  L.R.A.(N.S.)  51,  52;  37  LB.A.(N.S.) 
Pac  890,  15  L.R.A.  172;  Kramer  v.  600. 

Lett,  50  Pa.  St.  495,  88  Am.  Dec.  556;  6.  Valencia  v.  Couch,  32  Cal.  339,  91 

Foster  v.  Kelsey,  36  Vt.  199,  84  Am.  Am.  Dec.  589  and  note;  Schwiun  v. 

Deo.  676  and  note.  Perkins,  79  N.  J.  L.  515, 78  AtL  19, 21 

Notes:  18  Am.  Dec.  140,  141;  65  Ann.  Cas.  1223  and  note,  32  LJC.A. 

Am.  Dee.  737;  20  A.  S.  R.  390;  121  A.  (N.S.)  51  and  note;  Scribner  v.  Beach, 

8.  R.  391;  8  L.R.A.  537.  4  Denio  (N.  T.)  448,  47  Am.  Dec.  265; 

3.  Notes:  18  Am.  Dec.  141;  121  A.  Pharis  v.  6er&  110  N.  Y.  336,  18  N. 
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In  some  jurisdictions  it  is  held  that  unless  there  is  apparent  violence, 
in  deed  or  word,  to  the  person  of  another,  or  circumstances  tend- 
ing to  excite  terror  in  the  owner,  and  to  prevent  him  from  claiming 
or  maintaining  his  right  to  possession,  the  entry  is  not  forcible. 
Since  the  object  of  the  statute  is  to  prevent  personal  altercation  and 
strife  among  parties  claiming  possession,  there  must  be,  it  is  held, 
force  or  terror  at  least  tending  to  a  breach  of  the  peace,  in  order  to 
constitute  the  offense.  In  other  words,  the  force,  or  show  of  force, 
and  the  entry  thereby  effected,  must  be  such  as  personally  affect  or 
disturb  the  occupant,  rather  than  that  force  which  is  necessarily 
exerted  against  the  premises  invaded  in  accomplishing  an  unlawful 
entry  or  trespass  thereupon.'  There  must  be  such  acts  of  violence, 
or  such  threats,  menaces,  signs  and  gestures  as  may  give  reason  to 
apprehend  injury  or  danger  in  standing  in  defense  of  the  possession, 
and  on  indispensable  ingredient  of  the  offense  is  force  of  arms  and 
a  strong  hand.®  Accordingly  it  is  said  that  there  can  be  no  forcible 
entry  upon  premises  on  which  the  plaintiff  had  left  his  goods  but 
without  any  person  in  charge,  since  the  goods  are  incapable  of  resist* 
ance  and  therefore  no  breach  of  the  peace  could  ensue.'  Many  courts 
hold  the  same  view  as  regards  the  forcible  breal^ing  into  unoccupied 
dwelling  houses  or  other  buildings,  unaccompanied  by  any  circum- 
stances of  force  or  violence  tending  to  a  breach  of  the  peace,  the 
violence  done  to  the  property  being  regarded  as  a  mere  trespass, 
and  not  constituting  such  force  as  the  statute  forbids,  which  is  only 
force  directed  against  the  person  of  the  occupant,  not  against  the 
premises.*"  If  there  is  no  more  force  used  than  is  implied  in  every 
trespass,  with  nothing  to  excite  fear  of  person^  violence,  a  case  is 
not  within  the  statute,  and  therefore  the  forcing  open  of  the  outer 
door  of  a  dwelling  in  a  peaceable  manner  is  not  of  itself  sufficient 
to  constitute  a  forcible  entry.  The  entry,  however,  may  be  forcible 
when  made  by  a  strong  hand  or  by  a  multitude  of  people  or  in  a 
riotous  mariner,  even  in  the  absence  of  the  occupant,  and  with  no 
personal  violence  or  intimidation  towards  him.*'  On  the  other  hand, 
forcible  breaking  open  the  doors,  windows  or  other  parts  of  a  house, 

E.  135,  1  LJI.A.  270}  State  v.  Rosa,  9.  BnttB  v.  Vooriieea,  13  N.  J..  L. 
49  N.  C.  315,  69  Am.  Dec.  751  and  13,  22  Am.  Dec.  489  and  note, 
note;  Mosseller  v.  Deaver,  106  N.  C.  Note:  18  Am.  Deo.  143. 
494,  11  S.  E.  629,  19  A.  8.  R.  540,  8  10.  Levis  v.  State,  99  Oa.  692,  26  S. 
Lit.A.  537  and  note;  Smith  v.  Reeder,  E.  496,  69  A.  S.  R.  255;  Smith  v.  De- 
21  Ore.  541,  28  Pae.  890,  16  L.R.A.  troit  Loan,  etc.,  AsB'n,  115  Mieh.  340, 
172;  Farnsworth  v.  Fowler,  1  Swan  73  N.  W.  395,  69  A.  S.  R.  676,  39 
(Tenn.)  1,  55  Am.  Dec.  718.  L.R.A.  410;  Kramer  v.  Lott,  50- Pa.  St. 

Note:  18  Am.  Dec.  142  et  seq.  496,  88  Am.  Dec.  556. 

7.  Lewis  V.  State,  99  Ga.  692,  26  S.  Notea:  18  Am.  Dec.  143;  121  A.  S. 
E.  496,  59  A.  S.  R.  255.  B.  390. 

8.  Kramer  v.  Lott,  50  Pa.  St  495,  11.  Smith  v.  Reeder,  21  Ore.  541, 28 
88  Am.  Bee.  556.  Pac  890, 15  LJI.A.  172. 
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whether  any  person  is  in  it  or  not,  or  by  any  kind  of  violence  what- 
ever, is  expr^y  declared  by  statute  in  some  jurisdictions  to  be  a 
forcible  entry.^'  Even  at  common  law  it  seems  to  have  been  thought 
by  some  authorities  that  the  taking  possession  of  a. dwelling  house 
by  breaking  into  it  in  the  absence  of  its  owner  constituted  a  forcible 
entry,  on  the  theory  that  such  act  clearly  tended  to  a  breach  of  tiie 
peace.  And  in  some  jurisdictions  it  is  laid  down  broadly  that  an 
entry  may  be  forcible,  not  only  in  respect  of  a  violence  actually  done 
to  the  person  of  a  man,  as  by  beating  him  if  he  refuses  to  relinquish 
his  possession,  but  also  in  respect  of  any  other  kind  of  violence  in 
the  manner  of  the  entry,  as  by  breaking  open  the  doors  of  a  house, 
whether  any  person  be  in  it  at  the  time  or  not,  especially  if  it 
be  a  dwelling  house.  In  jurisdictions  where  Uiis  principle  has  been 
adopted  many  acts  are  held  forcible  entries  that  are  regarded  as 
mere  trespass  in  others,  but  the  doctrine  has  been  criticised  else- 
where as  not  supported  by  authority  apart  from  special  statute.** 

23.  Menaces  and  Display  of  Force. — To  constitute  a  forcible  entry 
within  the  meaning  of  a  statute  making  such  entry  either  a  crim- 
inal offense  or  the  ground  for  a  civil  action,  it  is  not  necessary  that 
the  entry  should  be  accompanied  by  violence,  tumult  or  riot  against 
the  person  of  the  party  in  possession,  or  that  any  one  should  be 
assaulted,  or  that  force  should  actually  be  applied  or  resisted,  if  such 
entry  is  attended  with  such  display  of  force  as  manifests  an  intention 
to  intimidate  the  party  in  possession,  or  to  terrify  and  9eter  him 
from  defending  his  rights,  or  to  excite  him  to  repel  the  invasion  of 
his  possession  and  thus  bring  about  a  breach  of  the  peace.  As  the 
rule  is  frequently  stated,  whenever  the  party  either  by  his  behavior 
or  by  his  speech  at  the  time  of  his  entry  gives  those  who  are  in 
possession  just  cause  to  fear  that  he  wil^  do  them  some  bodily  harm 
if  they  do  not  give  way  to  him,  his  entry  is  esteemed  forcible,  whether 
he  cause  the  terror  by  taking  with  him  an  unusual  number  of  serv- 
ants or  companions,  or  by  arming  himself  with  unusual  'weapons  or 
in  such  a  manner  as  plainly  to  indicate  a  design  to  back  his  preten- 
sions by  force,  or  by  actually  threatening  to  beat,  maim  or  kill  those 
who  continue  in  possession,  or  by  giving  out  such  speeches  as  plainly 
imply  a  purpose  of  using  force  against  those  who  shall  offer  resist- 
ance. There  is  no  necessity  that  the  force  offered  or  intended  to  be 
offered  should  be  resisted  if  the  failure  to  resist  is  due  to  intimida- 

12.  Bntts  V.  Voorhees,  13  N.  J.  L.  Campbell,  75  Kan.  159,  88  Pac.  548, 
13,  22  Am.  Dec.  489  and  note;  David-  121  A.  S.  R.  366  and  note,  12  Ann. 
son  V.  PhUlips,  9  Yerg.  (Tenn.)  93,  Cas.  766,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  426;  Butts  v. 
30  Am.  Dec.  393.  Voorfaees,  13  N.  J.  L.  13,  22  Am.  Dec 

13.  Lewis  V.  State,  99  Ga.  692,  26  489. 

S.  E.  496,  59  A.  S.  R.  255;  Fort  Dear-     Note:  18  Am.  Dec.  139  et  seq.:  121 
bom  Lodge  v.  Klein,  115  111.  177,  3  N.  A.  S.  R.  390. 
E.  272,  56  Am.  Rep.  133:  Wilson  v. 
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tion  or  a  well  founded  belief  that  resistance  will  be  useless.  Tho 
law  does  not  require  a  vain  thing  to  be  done,  and  in  case  of  an  entry 
made  where  the  parties  show  by  force  and  immoderate  language  their 
intention  to  hold  the  property,  no  actual  coUiaion  is  required.**  Such 
demonstration  of  force  may  be  by  multitude  or  by  weapons;  and  in 
this  aspect,  following  the  analogy  as  to  riots,  three  persons  have  been 
held  enough  to  support  the  averment  of  a  multitude.  If  the  demon- 
stration of  force  is  such  as  to  create  a  reasonable  apprehension  that 
the  party  in  possession  must  yield  to  avoid  a  breach  of  the  peace,  it 
is  sufficient.  It  is  not  necessary  that  the  party  be  actually  put  in 
fear.  There  need  only  be  such  a  number  of  persons  or  show  of 
force  as  is  calculated  to  deter  the  person  in  possession  from  under- 
taking to  send  them  away  or  to  retain  his  possession.'*  The  show 
of  force  must,  however,  be  such  as  to  create  a  reasonable  apprehension 
in  the  possessor  that  be  must  yield  to  avoid  a  breach  of  the  peace. 
Bare  words,  however  violent,  cannot  constitute  the  offense.  The  law 
does  not  allow  its  aid  to  be  invoked,  by  indictment,  for  rudeness  of 
language,  or  even  slight  demonstrations  of  force,  against  which  ordi- 
nary firmness  will  be  a  sufficient  protection,  or  mere  ordinary  acts  of 
trespass,  or  the  mere  intention  to  use  force  unaccompanied  by  actual 
force  or  a  demonstration  thereof.**  And  the  behavior  or  speech  at 
the  time  of  the  entry  must  be  such  as  to  give  just  cause  of  fear  or 
bodily  hurt.  A  threat  to  spoil  another's  goods  or  to  destroy  his  cattle, 
or  to  do  him  any  other  harm  which  is  not  personal,  is  not  sufficient; 
and  much  less  so  is  a  threat  by  the  defendant  merely  to  serve  a 
writ  of  restitution,  which  he  has  sued  out,  if  the  plaintiff  does  not 
yield  possession.*'  It  has  been  held,  however,  that  the  requisite  intim- 
idation does  not  necessarily  consist  of  force  or  violence,  but  that  it  is 
sufficient  that  it  be  of  some  other  harm  or  injury  to  him,  such  as 
his  arrest  without  a  warrant,  or  a  threat  that  if  he  does  not  surrender 

14.  Idssner  v.  State,  84  Ga.  669,  11  Am.  Dec.  676. 
S.  E.  500,  20  A.  S.  E.  389;  Lewis  v.     Notes:  18  Am.  Dec.  146,  147;  30 
State,  99  Ga.  692,  26  S.  E.  496,  59  A.  Am.  Dec.  395;  121  A.  S.  R.  390;  8 
S.  R.  255  and  note;  Fort  Dearborn  L.R.A.  537;  32  L.R.A.(N.S.)  61,  52. 
Lodge  V.  Klein,  115  111.  177,  3  N.  E.      15,  Fults  v.  Munro,  202  N.  T.  34,  96 
272,  56  Am.  Rep.  133;  Evill  v.  Con-  N.  E.  23,  Ann.  Caa.  1912D  870,  37 
well,  2  Blaekf.  (Ind.)  133, 18  Am.  Dec.  L.R.A.(N.S.)  600;  State  v,  Davis,  109 
138  and  note;  Mclntyre  v.  Murphy,  153  N.  C.  809,  13  S.  E.  883, 14  L.R.A.  206 
Mich.  342,  116  N.  W.  1003,  15  Ann.  and  note;  State  v.  Lawson,  123  N.  C. 
Cas,  802  and  note;  Butts  v.  Voorhees,  740,  31  S.  E.  667,  68  A.  S.  R.  844  and 
13  N.  J.  L.  13,  22  Am.  Dec.  489;  Mer-  note, 
eereau  v.  Bergen,  15  N.  J.  L.  244,  29      Note:  15  Ann.  Cas.  804. 
Am.  Dec.  684;  State  v.  Pollock,  26  N.      16.  Butts  v.  Voorheea,  13  N.  J.  L. 
G.  305,  42  Am.  Dec.  140  and  note;  13,  22  Am.  Dec.  489  and  note;  State  v. 
Smith  V.  Reeder,  21  Ore.  541,  28  Pae.  Mills,  104  N.  C.  905,  10  S.  E.  076,  17 
890,  15  L.R.A.  172;  State  v.  Bennett,  A.  S.  R.  706  and  note. 
Harp.  L.  (S.  C.)  503,  18  Am.  Dec.     17.  Note:  121  A.  S.  R.  394,  39S  at 
663:  Poster  v.  Kelsey,  36  Vt.  199,  84  seq. 
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possession  within  a  specified  time  he  will  be  arrested.^®  And  if  the 
natural  tendency  of  the  array  of  force,  and  of  the  actions,  words  and 
circumstances,  is  to  excite  fear  or  apprehension  of  danger,  in  case 
resistance  is  offered,  the  threat  to  take  possession  by  force  need  not 
be  in  boisterous  terms,  ^nce  those  most  to  be  dreaded  are  sometimes 
conveyed  in  the  mildest  tones  and  with  the  gentlest  expressions.*' 
24.  Forcible  Expulsion  after  Peaceable  Entry. — Except  in  those 
jurisdictions  in  which  the  conception  of  forcible  entry  has  been 
widened  so  as  t^  include  the  obtaining  of  land  by  fraud  or  stealth, 
or  the  entry  however  quiet  against  the  will  of  the  party  in  posses- 
sion," it  is  generally  held  that  an  entry  upon  land  by  a  party  with 
title  and  right  to  immediate  possession  in  a  peaceable  and  orderly 
manner,  followed  by  no  violence  or  intimidation,  is  lawful  and  reverts 
to  actual  possession  in  the  entrant,  rendering  it  unlawful  for  the 
other  forcibly  to  expel  him,  and  entitling  him  to  use  all  necessary 
force  to  repel  such  attempt*  Such  possession,  however,  can  be  taken 
only  in  a  peaceable  and  easy  manner;  and  in  this  respect  the  opera- 
tion of  the  statute  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer  is  not  confined  to 
the  mere  act  of  getting  over  the  edge  of  the  land.  Though  a  man 
enters  peaceably,  yet  if  he  turns  the  party  out  of  possession  by  force, 
or  frightens  him  out  of  possession  by  threats  of  personal  violence, 
the  entry  is  deemed  forcible  by  relation.  To  constitute  a  forcible  entry 
within  the  meaning  of  the  statutes,  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  actual 
invasion  of  the  premises  should  at  the  very  moment  be  attended  by 
the  circumstances  requisite  to  give  it  the  character  of  a  forcible  entry, 
or  be  accompanied  by  threats,  actual  force,  or  ^olence,  or  any  con- 
duct which  would  constitute  a  breach  of  the  peace.  If  the  entry  is 
obtained  by  stealth  or  stratagem,  or  without  real  violence,  and  the 
party  entering  evinces  his  purpose  in  having  entered  to  be  the  expul- 
sion of  the  party  in  possession,  and  follows  it  up  by  actually  expell- 
ing him  by  means  of  personal  threats  or  violence,  or  superior  force, 
it  will  amount  to  a  forcible  entry.  The  forcible  expulsion  is  the  real 
thing  aimed  at.*  So  with  an  entry  made  without  violence  during 
the  temporary  absence  and  without  the  knowledge  of  the  possessor 

18.  Note:  121  A.  S.  R.  396.  Evill  v.  Conwell,  2  Blackf.  (Ind.)  133, 

19.  Mercereau  v.  Bergen,  15  N.  J.  18  Am.  Dec.  138;  Wilson  v.  Campbell, 
L.  244,  29  Am.  Dec.  684.  75  Kan.  159,  88  Pac.  548,  121  A.  S. 

20.  See  supra,  par.  21.  R.  3G6,  12  Ann.  Caa.  766,  8  L.R.A. 
1.  Fort  Dearborn  Lodge  v.  Klein,  (N.S.)  426;  Mclntyre  v.  Murphy,  153 

115  111.  177,  3  N.  E.  272,  56  Am.  Rep.  Mich.  342,  116  N.  W.  1003,  15  Ann. 

133;  Smith  v.  Detroit  Loan  &  Building  Cas.  802;  State  v.  Pollock,  26  N.  C. 

ABs'n,  115  Mich.  340,  73  N.  W.  395,  69  305,  42  Am.  Dec.  140  and  note;  State 

A.  S.  R.  575,  39  L.R.A.  410.   See  al30  v.  Bennett,  Harp.  L.  (S.  C.)  503,  18 


2.  Valencia  v.  Couch,  32  Cal.  339,     Notes:  18  Am.  Dec.  139  et  seq.;  30 
91  Am.  Dec.  689  and  note;  Mason  v.  Am.  Dec.  395;  8  L.R.A.  537. 
Hawes,  52  Codd.  12,  52  Am.  Rep.  552;     See  also  supra,  par.  15. 
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of  the  laud  It  is  not  necessary  ihat  be  be  present  at  tbe  precise  point 
or  moment  of  the  entry,  as  he  cannot  at  one  time  be  present  at  every 
point  on  the  premises.  If  therefore  he  orders  the  intruders  off  on 
learning  of  their  presence,  but  relying  on  their  numbers  they  refuse 
to  go,  and  employ  force  or  intimidation  sufficient  to  overcome  any 
resistance  he  may  then  offer,  or  to  prevent  him  from  offering  resist- 
ance or  attempting  to  regain  possession,  or  to  put  him  in  fear,  such 
latter  exhibition  of  force  or  intimidation  gives  color  to  the  whole 
transaction  and  requires  the  entry  to  be  regarded  as  forcible,  if  the 
force  employed  or  the  intimidation  used  would  have  been  sufficient 
had  they  been  employed  in  first  effecting  an  entry.' 

25.  Character  of  Force  and  Completion  of  Entry. — The  statutes 
of  forcible  entry  and  detainer  do  not  apply  to  all  force  used  against 
or  upon  property,  but  only  to  force  used  or  threatened  against  per- 
sona as  a  means  or  for  the  purpose  of  expelling  or  keeping  out  the 
prior  possessor.  Consequently,  the  purpose  of  the  entry  may  be 
material,  however  great  the  force  employed,  for  if  it  is  manifestly  the 
committing  of  a  mere  trespass,  and  not  the  taking  of  property,  the 
wrongdoer  is  not  answerable  in  an  action  for  forcible  entry  and 
detainer,  though  he  is  in  some  other  form  of  action.  This  is  not 
because  the  amount  of  force  employed  is  inadequate,  but  because 
tiie  purpose  is  not  tbe  dispossession  of  the  prior  occupant.  Cases 
may,  therefore,  arise  wherein  are  employed  the  utmost  force,  vio- 
lence and  intimidation,  and  a  temporary  possession  is  obtained  and 
a  temporary  expulsion  of  the  parties  previously  in  possession  effected, 
which  do  not  constitute  forcible  entries  within  the  meaning  of  the 
law,  as  where  men  enter  a  building  for  the  purpose  of  robbery,  with 
ample  force  and  an  unquestionable  intent  to  use  it  to  whatever  degree 
may  be  necessary  to  accomplish  their  purpose,  and  to  obtain  tempo- 
rary control,  which  they  accordingly  obtain  and  exercise  until  their 
object  in  entering  is  obtained.  The  object  must  be  to  take  and  retain 
possession  of  the  property.  Hence  a  forcible  entry  is  not  made  unless 
the  possessor  is  forcibly  expelled,  and  is  not  complete  until  the  expul- 
sion is  effected  and  the  entrant  has  secured  an  exclusive  lodgment 
and  possession.  Consequently,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  whether 
the  entry  is  forcible  or  not,  within  the  meaining  of  the  statutes,  all 
that  transpires  between  the  coming  of  the  entrant  and  the  going  of 
the  former  occupant  is  to  be  taken  into  account.*  On  the  other  hand, 

3.  State  V.  Davis,  109  N.  C.  809,  13  4.  Valencia  v.  Conch,  32  Cal.  339,  91 
S.  E.  883, 14  L.R.A.  206;  State  t.  Rob-  Am.  Dec.  589  and  note;  Smith  v.  De- 
bins,  123  N.  C.  730,  31  S.  E.  669,  68  troit  Loan  &  Building  Ass'n,  115  Mich. 
A.  S.  R.  841;  State  v.  Lawson,  123  340,  73  N.  W.  395,  69  A.  S.  R.  575,  39 
N.  C.  740,  31  S.  E.  667,  68  A.  S.  R.  L.R.A.  410. 
844.  Note:  121  A.  S.  R.  392,  398. 

Note :  121  A.  S.  R.  392,  398.  See  also  snpn,  par.  15, 17. 

See  also  snpra,  par.  15,  17. 
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if  the  purpose  of  the  violence  is  to  exclude  the  occupant  from  posses- 
sion, it  need  not  necessarily  be  exerted  at  or  upon  the  premises  in 
controversy.  Thus  in  an  action  for  the  unlawful  detainer  of  two 
salt  blocks  on  a  state  salt  res^^ation  some  thirty  feet  apart  but  within 
the  same  enclosure,  where  actual  violence  and  a  personal  struggle 
on  the  part  of  the  defendant  occurred  on  one  of  the  blocks  only, 
but  was  employed  to  and  did  secure  the  possesion  of  both,  it  was 
held  that  the  jury  were  warranted  in  finding  a  forcible  detainer  of 
both.» 

26.  Forcible  and  Unlawful  Detainer. — There  is  no  forcible  entry 
tmless  the  force  and  entry  combined  were  the  means  of  getting  into 
possession  in  the  first  place.  When  once  in  possession  without  force, 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  former  possessor,  the  new  tenant,  if  respon- 
sible at  all  for  using  force  to  defend  his  poss^on  thereafter,  is  liable 
for  forcible  detfuner,  and  not  for  forcible  entry.  Forcible  detainer 
is  thus  controlled  by  circumstances  existing  after  the  entry,  and  usu- 
ally consists  of  the  forcible,  or  in  some  jurisdictions  the  merely  unlaw- 
ful withholding  or  detention  of  real  property  after  the  acquisition 
of  a  peaceable  and  actual,  but  unlawful,  possession  as  distinguished 
from  a  mere  entry  or  foothold.*  The  same  circumstances  of  violence 
or  terror  which  moke  an  entry  forcible  will  make  a  detainer  forcible 
also.  Hence  not  only  the  actual  use  of  force  or  violence  to  retain 
posse^on,  but  also  threats  to  do  bodily  hurt  to  the  former  possessor 
if  he  dare  return,  will  constitute  forcible  detainer  though  no  attempt 
be  made  to  reenter.  Such  threats  may  be  by  acts  or  conduct  as  well 
as  by  words,  and  are  made  out  by  proof  of  such  a  show  of  force  on 
the  part  of  the  possessor  or  his  agent  as  tends  to  bring  about  a  breach 
of  the  peace  and  to  give  rise  to  a  reasonable  apprehension  on  the  part 
of  the  former  possessor  of  personal  violence  or  injury  should  he  attempt 
to  re-enter,  thereby  deterring  him  from  so  doing.'  On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  generally  conceded  that  a  man  ought  not  to  be  adjudged 
guilty  of  a  forcible  detainer  for  barely  refusing  to  go  out  of  a  house 
and  continuing  therein  in  despite  of  another.^  Accordingly,  fasten- 
ing the  doors  and  refusing  to  open  them  or  to  give  up  possession  to 
an  agent  of  the  owner  who  comes  to  make  entry  is  usually  held  not 
to  be  forcible  detainer,  though  it  will  be  otherwise  if  the  circum- 

6.  PhAria  T.  Gere,  UO  N.  Y.  336, 18  Qere,  110  N.  Y.  336,  18  N.  E.  135,  1 

N.  E.  135,  1  LJR.A.  270.  L.R.A.  270;  Fnlts  v.  Uunro,  202  N.  Y. 

6.  Kramer  v.  Lott,  50  Pa.  St.  495,  34,  95  N.  E.  23,  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  870, 
88  Am.  Deo.  656.  See  also  supra,  par.  37  LJl,A.(N.S.)  600;  Foster  v.  Eel- 
1.  Bey,  36  Vt  199,  84  Am.  Dec.  676. 

7.  EviU  T.  ConweU,  2  Blackf.  (Ind.)  Note:  m  A.  S.  B.  398-402. 

133, 18  Am.  Dec.  138  and  note;  Wilson     8.  Batts  t.  VooilieeB,  13  N.  J.  L.  J3, 

V.  Campbell,  75  Ean.  159,  88  Pac.  648,  22  Am.  Dee.  439. 

121  A.  S.  R.  366  and  note,  12  Ann.  Cas.     Note:  121  A.  S.  B.  396, 3W 

766,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.)  426;  Pharia  v. 
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stances  indicate  an  intention  not  only  to  compel  the  owner  to  use 
force  to  get  in,  but  to  use  force  in  resisting  his  attempts  to  re-enter.* 
Apart  from  special  statute  to  the  contrary,  the  owner  or  party  in 
rightful  possession  is  permitted  to  defend  his  possession  with  force 
against  forcible  attempte  to  expel  him ;  and,  in  many  cases,  on  peace- 
ably entering  or  resuming  possession  during  the  temporary  absence 
of  the  wrongful  occupant  he  may  maintain  himself  with  force  against 
the  latter's  attempts  to  re-enter.**  In  many  jmrisdictions,  however, 
these  principles  have  been  modified  by  statute.  In  some,  fofcible 
detainer  is  defined  as  including  the  act  of  those  who  having  made  a 
lawful  and  peaceable  entry  into  land,  unlawfully  and  forcibly  hold 
•the  same,  the  forcible  detainer  being  the  gist  of  the  offense.**  In 
others,  where  the  statute  authorizes  the  owner  summarily  to  eject 
mere  intruders  on  his  property,  the  question  may  be  whether  the 
entry  was  under  a  bona  fide  claim  of  right,  so  tliat  the  good  faith 
of  the  party  is  material  and  if  established  relieves  him  from  the  pro- 
ceeding." Finally,  the  statutes  of  many  of  the  states  expressly  elim- 
inate the  question  of  force  altogether,  in  both  the  entry  and  the 
detainer,  and  make  the  question  turn  solely  on  the  right  to  the 
possession.  In  these  jurisdictions  the  proceeding  is  frequently  resorted 
to  by  landlords  to  obtain  summary  possession  against  tenants  holding 
over,  and  lies  in  practically  all  cases  in  which  the  defendant,  having 
come  lawfully  into  the  possession  of  real  property  either  under  a 
lease  or  some  other  grant  or  letting  thereof  for  a  definite  or  an  indefi- 
nite period,  continues  to  hold  possession  after  his  lease  or  right  to 
hold,  either  from  lapse  of  time  or  some  other  cause,  terminates,  and 
with  it  his  right  io  remain  in  possession,  and  where  the  landlord  or 
other  person  entitled  to  possession  does  not  expressly  or  impliedly 
consent  'to  its  being  detained  from  him.  These  are  frequently  called 
proceedings  in  forcible  entry  and  detainer,  out  of  regard  for  their 
origin,  but  are  more  correctly  described  as  proceedings  for  unlawful 
detainer.*^  As  such  they  lie  outside  the  scope  of  this  article.** 


27.  In  General;  Compared  with  Other  Actions. — The  action  of  for- 
cible entry  and  detainer  is  a  remedy  intended  to  restore  a  person  to 
the  possession  of  lands  which  have  been  tortiously  entered  upon  and 

9.  Foster  v.  KeUey,  36  Vt  199,  84  121  A.  S.  R.  398  et  eeq. 


12.  Tribble  v.  Frame,  7  J.  J.  Marsh.  921  and  note. 
(Ky.)  599,  23  Am.  Dec.  439;  Foster  Note:  120  A.  S.  R.  32  et  eeq. 
V.  Kelsey,  36  Tt.  199,  84  Am.  Dec.  676.  15,  See  Lahdlord  and  Tkhaht. 

13.  Notes:  77  Am.  Dee.  553,  654; 


rv.  Civil  Action 


Am.  Dec.  676  and  note. 
Note:  8  L.R.A.  537. 

10.  See  snpra,  par.  15. 

11.  See  supra,  par.  17. 


14.  Alexander  v.  Gardner,  123  Ky. 
552,  96  S.  W.  818,  124  A.  S.  R.  378 
and  note;  Chezum  y.  Campbell,  42 
Wash.  560,  86  Pac.  48,  7  Ann.  Caa. 
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detained  with  force  or  strong  hand.  Though  now  a  civil  proceeding 
for  restitution,  it  is  hased  on  and  has  by  modem  legislation  been 
evolved  from  the  English  forcible  entry  and  detainer,  which  was 
originally  a  criminal  proceeding  merely.  But  the  change  in  the  mode 
of  prosecution  from  an  indictment  to  a  civil  action  was  not  designed 
to  effect  any  alteration  in  the  nature  or  component  parts  of  the  offense, 
except  where  changed  by  local  statute.^*  It  bears  certain  resemblance 
to  other  actions  involving  the  possession  of  real  property,  but  is  dis- 
tinguished from  each  of  them  in  matters  of  fundamental  importance. 
It  differs  from  trespass  quare  clausum  fregit,  first  of  all,  in  the  degree 
and  kind  of  force  with  which  the  entry  is  made,  manu  forti,  with 
unusual  weapons,  or  with  menace  of  life  or  limb.  The  words  manu- 
forti  are  understood  to  impart  something  criminal  in  its  nature, 
something  more  than  is  meant  by  the  words  vi  et  armis,  and  dis- 
tinguish Oiis  kind  of  entry  from  an  ordinary  trespass  by  entering  into 
another's  land,  which  is  not  so  violent  as  a  forcible  entry  is  supposed 
to  be.^'  It  is  incumbent  on  the  courts  to  keep  a  steady  eye  to  this 
distinction,  because  individuals  are  under  great  temptation  to  convert 
civil  injuries  into  public  wrongs,  for  the  sake  of  becoming  witnesses 
in  their  own  cases  and  saving  costs.**  Again,  although  trespass  may 
be  maintained  on  a  naked  possession  against  a  mere  wrongdoer,  in 
most  jurisdictions  it  will  not  lie  against  a  party  with  title  and  right 
of  possession  who  enters  or  holds  possession  with  force,  and  a  plea 
of  liberum  tenementum  is  valid  as  a  defense  in  such  action,  the 
defendant  being  liable  only  for  breach  of  the  peace  or  for  trespass 
to  the  person  if  excessive  force  is  used.**  On  the  other  hand,  forcible 
entry  and  detainer  involves  only  the  actual  possession  of  the  prem- 
ises, and  can  be  maintained  by  a  wrongdoer  in  possession  against 
even  the  owner  of  the  premises,  so  that  liberum  tenementum  is  usu- 

16.  Hamilton  v.  Adams,  15  Ala.  596,  S.  E.  676,  17  A.  B.  R.  706. 

50  Am.  Dec.  150;  Fremont  v.  Crippen,      19.  Gilbert  v.  Peck,  162  Cal.  54, 121 

10  Cal.  211,  70  Am.  Dec.  711;  French  Pac.  315,  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  1349;  Fort 

V.  Wilier,  126  III.  611, 18  N.  E.  811,  9  Dearborn  Lodge  v.  Klein,  115  111.  177, 

A.  S.  R.  651,  2  L.RJL  717;  Butts  v.  3  N.  E.  272,  56  Am.  Rep.  133;  Tribble 

Voorhees,  13  N.  J.  L.  13,  22  Am.  Dee.  v.  Frame,  7  J.  J.  Marsh.  (Ey.)  699, 

489  and  note.  See  ^so  supra,  par.  10.  23  Am.  Dec.  439 ;  Steams  v.  Sampson, 

17.  McLeod  v.  Jones,  105  Mass.  403,  59  Me.  568,  8  Am.  Rep.  442;  Page  ▼. 
7  Am.  Rep.  539;  Smith  v.  Detroit  Loan  Dwight,  170  Mass.  29, 48  N.  E.  850, 39 
&  Building  Ass'n,  115  Mich.  340,  73  N.  L.R.A.  418;  Fuhr  v.  Dean,  26  Mo.  116, 
W.  395,  69  A.  S.  R.  575,  39  L.R.A.  69  Am.  Dec.  484  and  note;  Scribner 
410;  Butts  V.  YoorheeSf  13  N.  J.  L.  13,  v.  Beach,  4  Denio  (N.  Y.)  448,  47  Am. 
22  Am.  Dec  489;  State  v.  Pollock,  26  Dee.  265;  Beeeher  v.  Parmele,  9  Vt 
N.  C.  305,  42  Am.  Dee.  140;  Smith  t.  352,  31  Am.  Dee.  633.  See  also  supra, 
Reeder,  21  Ore.  541,  28  Pac.  890,  15  par.  S.  And  see  Trespass.  But  see 
L.R.A.  172;  Kramer  v.  Lett,  50  Pa.  contra.  Mason  t.  Hawes,  62  Conn.  12, 
St.  495,  88  Am.  Dee.  656.  See  also  62  Am.  Rep.  662;  Mosseller  v.  Deaver, 
■upra,  par.  21.  106  N.  C.  494, 11  S.  E.  529,  19  A.  S. 

18.  State  T.  Mills,  104  N.  C.  905,  10  R.  540  and  note,  8  L.R.A.  637. 
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ally  not  a  good  plea  therein.**  Furthermore,  forcible  trespass  will 
lie  for  injury  to  personal  property,  whereas  forcible  entry  and  detainer 

relates  always  to  realty.*  The  fact  that  the  mere  naked  possession 
alone  is  at  issue  in  forcible  entry  and  detainer  distinguishes  this  form 
of  action  from  ejectment  in  which  the  object  is  to  try  the  title  or 
right  of  entry.'  In  jurisdictions  wherein  actual  force  is  unnecessary 
to  sustain  the  action  of  unlawful  detainer,  the  latter  is  regarded  as 
the  mere  substitute  for  ejectment  to  recover  speedy  possession  in  those 
cases  in  which  the  right  to  the  possession  alone  is  in  controversy  and 
the  plaintiff  is  not  required  to  show  title  to  sustain  his  action ;  and 
he  can  maintain  forcible  entry  and  detainer  on  the  same  right  and 
proofs  that  would  sustain  an  action  of  ejectment.*  Indeed,  in  some 
states,  as  we  have  seen,  provision  is  made  by  statute  for  transforming 
an  action  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer  into  an  action  of  ejectment 
Bliould  the  question  of  title  he  raised.*  In  some  states,  by  special 
Ftatute,  the  remedy  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer  is  made  available 
in  sales  of  real  estate  under  judicial  process  as  a  concurrent  remedy 
with  a  writ  of  assistance  in  the  original  proceeding  to  obtain  posses- 
sion of  the  land  from  the  judgment  debtor.'*  But  an  action  of  forcible 
entry  and  detainer  to  recover  possession  of  property  leased  for  mining 
purposes  is  not  an  adequate  remedy  so  as  to  defeat  the  jurisdiction 
of  equity,  where  the  mining  operations  are  being  carried  on  in  sucli 
a  way  as  to  remove  the  supports  of  the  surface  and  cause  it  to  subside.* 
28.  Jurisdiction. — The  action  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer  being 
a  special  statutory  proceeding,  summary  in  its  nature,  and  in  dero- 
gation of  the  common  law,'  it  is  a  rule  of  universal  application  in 
such  actions  that  the  statute  conferring  jurisdiction  must  be  strictly 
pursued  in  the  metliod  of  procedure  prescribed  by  it,  or  the  juris- 
dittion  will  fail  to  attach,  and  the  proceeding  be  coram  non  judice 
and  void.  Even  if  the  action  is  tried  in  a  court  of  record,  the  latter 
docs  not  proceed  therein  by  virtue  of  its  power  as  a  court  of  general 
jurisdiction,  but  derives  its  authority  wholly  from  the  statute,  and  in 
such  proceeding  is,  therefore,  to  be  treated  as  a  court  of  special  and 
limited  jurisdiction.*   Under  the  British  statutes,  jurisdiction  to  try 

20.  See  supra,  par.  9,  10.  See  also  Ejectment,  vol.  9,  p.  827. 

1.  State  v.  Davis,  109  N.  C.  809,  13  3.  French  v.  Wilier,  126  111.  611,  18 
S.  E.  883,  14  L.li.A.  20G  and  note;  N.  E.  811,  9  A.  S.  R.  651,  2  L.K.A. 
State  V.  Lawson,  123  N.  C.  740,  31  S.  717;  Emeriek  v.  Tavener,  9  Grat  (Va.X 
E.  667,  68  A.  S.  R.  844.   See  supra,  220,  58  Am.  Dec.  217. 

par.  8.  4.  See  supra,  par.  10. 

2.  Siiss  v.  Thomas,  6  Indian  Ter.  60,  5.  Green  v.  Morse,  57  Neb.  391,  77 
89  S.  W.  656,  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  260;  N.  W.  925,  73  A.  S.  R.  518. 
Lorimier  v.  Lewis,  Morris  (la.)  253,  6.  Big  Six  Development  Co.  v.  Mit- 
39  Am.  Dec.  461  and  note;  Mattox  v.  chell,  138  Fed.  279,  70  C.  C.  A.  569, 
Helm,  5  Litt.  (Ky,)  185,  15  Am.  Dec.  1  L.R.A.(N.S.)  332. 

64.  7.  See  supra,  par.  3. 

Note:  38  LJl.A.(N.S.)  1024.  8.  French  v.  Wilier,  126  Til.  Oil.  18 
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proceedings  in  forcible  entry  and  detainer  was  vested  in  two  justices 
of  the  peace.  Many  states  in  this  country  followed  the  English  model 
in  this  particular,  while  others  have  departed  from  it  in  more  or  less 
important  particulars,  as  hy  vesting  the  jurisdiction  in  a  single  justice 
of  the  peace,  or  granting  either  party  the  right  to  demand  a  jury 
trial,  or  to  remove  the  proceeding  by  certiorari,  traverse,  appeal,  or 
otherwise  to  a  court  of  record  for  trial,  or  to  bring  it  in  such  court 
of  record  in  the  first  instance,  and  the  like.*  A  statute  authorizing  two 
justices  of  the  peace  to  try  cases  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer  is 
constitutional,  under  a  power  conferred  on  the  legislature  to  estab- 
lish such  inferior  courts  aa  may  be  deemed  necessary.^*  But  the  right 
to  recover  damages  in  an  action  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer  is  not 
a  vested  right  of  property,  and  hence  an  ordinance  ia  not  unconstitu- 
tional which  operates  retrcepectively  to  deprive  the  plaintiff  of  his  right 
to  recover  in  such  action  for  an  entry  already  made.^*  An  action  of 
forcible  entry  and  detainer  will  not  lie  to  (Uspossess  a  purchaser  in 
actual  possession  under  a  decree  of  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction 
placed  in  possession  by  an  order  of  the  court,  and  equity  will  accord- 
ingly enjoin  the  execution  of  a  writ  of  possession  in  such  case.** 
But  where  a  statute  expressly  makes  the  remedy  of  forcible  entry 
and  detainer  available  in  sales  under  judicial  process  when  the  judg- 
ment debtor  is  in  possession,  it  is  a  concurrent  remedy  with  a  writ 
of  assistance  in  the  original  proceeding,  and  an  injunction  cannot 
be  issued  to  restrain  such  proceeding  merely  because  the  court  might 
also  proceed  by  writ  of  assistance.*'  Conversely,  forcible  entry  is  not 
the  excluave  remedy  where  the  facts  also  show  a  cause  of  action 
independent  of  the  statute ;  and  a  party  is  not  precluded  from  bring- 
ing an  ordinary  action  for  damages  for  the  conversion  of  personal 
property  merely  because  the  complaint  also  contains  allegations  of 
fact  which  would  have  wamnted  a  summary  proceeding  under  the 
forcible  entry  and  detainer  statutes.**  In  tho  absence  of  a  special 
statute  to  the  contrary,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  justice  or  other  court 
entertaining  the  action  is  confined  to  determining  the  issue  of  peace- 
able possession,  and  does  not  extend  to  an  adjudication  of  the  title 
or  the  right  to  possession;  nor  can  the  justice  adjudicate  a  right  of 
possession  that  depends  on  an  equitable  interest  in  the  premises,  nor 

N.  E.  811,  9  A.  S.  R.  651  2  WJl.  CardweU,  29  Uo.  72,  77  Am.  Dee.  650 
717.  and  note. 

9.  Hamilton  v.  Adams,  15  Ala.  596,      10.  Rabe  v.  Fyler,  10  Smedes  ft  M. 
SO  Am.  Dec.  150;  Leiferman  v.  Osten,  (Miss.)  440,  48  Am.  Dec  763. 
167  111.  93,  47  N.  E.  203,  39  L.R.A.     11.  Drehman  v.  Stifel,  41  Mo.  184, 
156;  Dodd  v.  Scott,  81  la.  319,  46  N.  97  Am.  Dec.  268. 
W.  1057,  25  A.  S.  R.  492,  10  L.R.A.     12.  See  supra,  par.  18. 
?50;  Robertson  v.  Donelan,  138  Ky.      13.  Green  v.  Morse,  57  Neb.  391,  77 
X49,  127  S.  W.  754,  Ann.  Cas.  1912A  N.  W.  925,  73  A.  S.  R.  518. 
1280;  Page  v.  Dwight,  170  Mass.  29,  48     14.  GUbert  v.  Peck,  162  CaL  64, 121 
N.  E.  850,  39  L.R.A.  41S;  Beeler  v.  Pac.  315,  Ann.  Cas.  1913C  1349. 
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inquire  into  equitable  rights  and  give  relief  to  which  the  party  might 
be  entitled  in  equity,  such  as  an  equitable  right  to  the  renewal  of  a 
lease.^*  But  jurisdiction  of  a  forcible  entry  and  detainer  proceed- 
ing is  not,  apart  from  statute,  ousted  by  a  mere  averment  in  a  defend- 
ant's pleading  that  it  will  require  an  inquiry  into  the  title  of  land. 
The  court  may  still  proceed  until  the  evidence  shows  that  the  question 
involved  is  really  one  of  title.'*  And  although  the  statute  requires 
a  written  complaint  to  be  filed  before  the  justice,  and  one  is  actually 
filed,  t)je  failure  of  the  justice  to  send  it  with  his  original  transcript 
to  the  circuit  court  on  appeal  is  not  a  jurisdictional  defect  where  the 
parties  go  to  trial  in  the  circuit  court  without  objecting  to  its  absence. 
The  court  had  jurisdiction  of  the  subject-matter  and  of  the  parties, 
and  the  filing  of  the  written  complaint  in  the  circuit  court  relates 
only  to  the  mode  of  procedure,  and  any  irregularity  in  that  respect 
is  waived  unless  availed  of  promptly.*' 

29.  Notice  or  Demand. — Forcible  entry  being  in  its  nature  adverse 
and  unlawful,  it  may  be  safely  assumed,  unless  some  statute  can  be 
found  expressly  requiring  it,  that  no  demand  need  be  made  or  notice 
given  to  support  an  action  or  proceeding  based  on  an  entry  with  actual 
force.  In  a  few  of  the  rtates,  howevePi  a  demand  for  possession  seems 
to  be  required  even  though  the  entry  of  the  defendant  was  forcible.** 
In  jurisdictions  in  which  forcible  entry  and  detainer  can  be  based 
on  an  entry  or  detainer  that  is  merely  unlawful,  and  accomplished 
with  only  constructive  force,  the  fact  that  the  defendant  has  failed 
or  refused  to  surrender  or  quit  the  premises  within  a  prescribed  period 
after  notice  or  demand,  is  very  generally  made  part  of  the  statutory 
definition  of  the  offense,  and  enters  into  the  gist  of  the  action.  A 
demand  for  possession  is,  therefore,  essential  to  the  maintenance  of 
the  proceeding,  especially  if  the  original  entry  was  peaceable.**  So, 
where  the  original  forcible  entry  and  detainer  were  justified  under 
military  necessity,  but  thereafter  the  further  detainer  of  the  prem- 
ises ceased  to  be  necessary  for  such  purposes,  a  demand  in  writing 
was  held  essential  to  give  rise  to  a  cause  of  action  for  unlawful  detainer, 
such  continuance  in  possession  amounting  only  to  a  disseisin.**  But 
the  requirement  in  a  statute  that  a  ninety  days'  notice  to  quit  be 
given  before  forcible  entry  and  detainer  can  bo  brought,  grounded 
on  constructive  force,  does  not  apply  to  a  plaintiff  expelled  by  actual 

15.  Finney  v.  Cist,  34  Mo.  303,  84     Note:  77  Am.  Dee.  554. 

Am.  Dec.  82;  Knapp  v.  Reed,  88  Neb.  17.  Leiferman  v.  Osten,  167  111.  93, 

764,  130  N.  W.  430,  Ann.  Cas.  1912B  47  N.  E.  203,  39  L.R.A.  156. 

1095,  32  L.R.A.(N.S.)  869.  See  supra,  18.  Note:  121  A.  S.  R.  402. 

par  9, 10,  27.  19.  Smith  v.  Reeder,  21  Ore.  541,  28 

16.  Dodd  v.  Scott,  81  la.  319,  46  N.  Pac.  890,  15  L.R.A.  172. 
W.  1057,  25  A.  S.  R.  492,  10  L.R.A.  Note:  121  A.  S.  R.  403. 

360;  Green  v.  Morse,  57  Neb.  391,  77  20.  Drehman  v.  Stifel,  41  Mo.  184» 
N.  W.  925,  73  A.  S.  B.  618.  184,  97  Am.  Dec.  268. 
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force  from  possession  of  piemises  acquired  in  a  peaceable  manner.^ 
Moreover  the  circumstances  of  particular  cases  may  make  unneces- 
sary a  notice  or  demand  that  is  ordinarily  required,,  and  enable  a 
plaintiff  to  maintain  an  action  without  such  notice,  as  where  a  tenant 
waives  notice,  or  disclaims  his  landlord's  title  or  right,  or  in  some 
jurisdictions  merely  holds  over  after  the  termination  of  the  period 
for  which  the  premises  were  demised  to  him.'  Unless  the  statute 
specifies  the  time  for  the  notice  or  demand  it  is  sufi&cient  if  it  is  made 
fl  reasonable  time  before  the  proceeding  is  begun.  Some  statutes, 
however,  prescribe  the  time  when  the  notice  must  be  served,  or  at 
least  provide  that  it  be  served  a  specified  time  before  action  is  begun. 
Too  much  time,  as  where  notice  is  received  thirty  days  before  the 
commencement  of  a  proceeding  when  the  statute  exacts  only  three, 
ia  immaterial;  although  it  is  sud  that  if  a  statute  requires  the  notice 
to  specify  that  the  action  is  about  to  be  begun,  a  suit  instituted  one 
year  afterward  is  not  maintainable.  Some  of  the  statutes  require 
the  notice  to  be  in  writing.  In  the  absence  of  such  requirement  the 
notice  may  be  oral.  Unless  a  definite  statutory  form  is  prescribed,  no 
special  form  is  indispensable,  and  any  demand  is  sufficient  if  the 
person  to  whom  it  is  given  must  understand  from  it,  if  of  common 
understanding,  what  is  demanded  of  him  and  by  whom.  The  prop- 
erty should  be  described,  but,  as  in  other  writings,  any  description 
will  suffice  from  which  the  property  intended  to  be  demanded  can 
be  identified  with  certainty.' 

30.  Plaintiffs. — The  action  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer  being 
grounded  on  forcible  expulsion  or  exclusion  from  possession,  the  proper 
party  to  institute  and  maintain  it  is  he  who  held  the  peaceable  posses- 
sion of  the  property  as  a  matter  of  law  at  the  time  of  the  forcible 
dispossession.  Consequently,  a  mere  trespasser  may  maintain  it  against 
the  owner  of  the  premises,  or  a  tenant  against  his  landlord,  and  the 
principles  already  discussed  which  determine  the  location  of  posses- 
sion as  among  owner,  agent  or  employee,  landlord  and  tenant,  and 
the  like,  and  the  rights  of  heirs,  grantees  and  successors  of  the  party 
in  possession  at  the  time  of  entry,  are  equally  determinative  of  the 
proper  party  to  institute  the  action.^   Where  husband  and  wife  are 

1.  Smith  V.  Reeder,  21  Ore.  641,  28  Wolfer  v.  Hurst,  47  Ore.  156,  80  Pao. 

Pac.  890,  15  L.R.A.  172.  419,  82  Pac  20,  8  Ann.  Cas.  725  and 

Si.  Kilburn  v.  Ritchie,  2  Cal.  145,  56  note;  EmeriRk  t.  TaTenfir.  9  Grat, 

Am.  Dec.  326  and  note;  Bates  v.  Aos-  (Va.)  220,  68  Am.  Dee.  217  and  note, 

tin,  2  A.  K.  Marsh.  (Ky.)  270,  12  Am.  But  see  French  v.  Wilier,  126  lU-  611, 

Dee.  395  and  note;  .Rabe  v.  Fyler,  10  18  N.  E.  811,  9  A.  S.  R.  651,  2  UR.A. 

Smedes  &  M.  (Miss.)  440,  48  Am.  Dec.  717,  wherein  a  demand  on  a  tenant  was 

763;  Young  v.  Smith,  28  Mo.  65,  75  held  "to  be  essential. 

Am.  Dec.  109  and  note;  Beeler  v.  Card-  3.  Note:  121  A.  S.  R.  403,  404. 

well,  29  Mo.  72,  77  Am.  Dec.  550;  Pol-  4,  Note:  121  A.  S.  E.  377.  See  alao 

Bon  V.  Parsons,  23  Okla.  778, 104  Pao.  sapra,  par.  0  et  seq. 
336,  25  L.R.A.(N.S.)  104  and  note: 
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living  on  land  which  belongs  to  him  or  to  them  as  community  prop- 
erty, there  is  no  doubt  that  she  need  not  be  joined  as  plaintiff  to 
recover  possession;  nor  is  thia  rule  necessarily  rendered  inapplicable 
where  the  property  belongs  to  her  as  her  separate  estate.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  the  possession  in  fact  or  in  law  is  that  of  the  wife  she  may 
maintain  the  proceeding,  whether  the  property  is  her  separate  estate, 
or  because  of  her  husband's  desertion  or  some  other  reason  it  was 
in  her  possession  and  not  his.  If  a  corporation  is  in  possession  of 
real  property,  and  such  possession  is  forcibly  taken  from  it,  it  may, 
equally  with  a  natural  person,  maintain  a  proceeding  to  recover  such 
possession,  and  this  rule  applies  in  favor  of  cities,  counties  and  other 
municipal  corporations.  Heirs,  devisees,  executors  and  administrators 
in  actual  possession  at  the  time  of  entry  may  institute  the  proceeding. 
Likewise,  if  the  possession  of  real  property  is  for  any  reason  taken 
by  a  receiver,  and  is  afterwards  forcibly  taken  from  him,  he  may  in 
his  own  name  maintain  a  proceeding  in  forcible  entry  and  recover 
such  possession.*  If  possession  is  held  by  two  or  more  persons  jointly, 
they  may,  under  most  of  the  statutes,  join  in  proceedings  to  recover 
such  possession.  On  the  other  hand,  inasmuch  as  the  possession  of 
one  is  the  possession  of  all,  and  recovery  of  possession  by  one  will 
inure  to  the  benefit  of  all,  one  joint  tenant  may  sue  without  the 
joinder  of  the  others  to  recover  possession  from  a  stranger.  But 
if  two  or  more  persons  hold  in  severalty,  and  their  possession  is  taken 
from  them  by  a  forcible  entry,  though  it  consists  of  a  single  act 
committed  by  the  sEime  person  or  persons,  it  is  probable  that  each 
person  so  dispossessed  must  bring  a  separate  proceeding  to  recover 
his  possession. • 

31.  Defendants. — Forcible  entry  and  detainer  lies  for  the  forcible 
entry  upon  the  peaceable  possession  of  another,  regardless  of  the 
entrant's  title  or  right  to  possession,  even  though  he  be  the  true  owner 
or  a  landlord  with  the  right  to  immediate  possession.'  Consequently, 
it  may  be  stated  as  a  general  rule  that  every  person  who  has  partici- 
pated in  the  acts  complained  of  is  a  proper  party  defendant,  pro- 
vided he  remains  in  possession  of  the  property ;  for,  as  the  proceeding 
is  to  recover  possession,  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  not  maintainable 
against  a  person  not  in  possession  when  it  was  commenced,  even 
though  he  was  guilty  of  a  forcible  entry  and  although  at  some  time 
prior  to  the  beginning  of  the  proceeding  and  after  he  made  the  entry 
he  might  have  been  a  proper  and  even  necessary  party  defendant. 
The  best  test  by  which  to  determine  who  should  be  parties  defendant, 

6.  Note:  121  A.  S.  R.  372  et  seq.  7.  Wilson  v.  Campbell,  75  Kan.  159, 

6.  Rabe  v.  Fyler,  10  Smedes  &  M.  88  Pac.  648,  121  A.  S.  R.  366  and 

(Miss.)  440,  48  Am.  Dec.  763  and  note,  note,  12  Ann.  Cas.  766,  8  L.R.A.(N.S.) 

Notes:  50  A.  8.  R.  843;  121  A.  S.  426.  See  supn,  par.  9,  10. 
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therefore,  is  to  inquire  who  were  guilty,  either  in  person  or  by  agents, 
of  the  acts  amounting  to  the  forcible  entry,  and  who  remain  in  pos> 
s^ion,  so  that  a  judgment  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  may  not  be  suffi- 
cient to  obtain  him  complete  relief  unless  they  are  removed  from 
the  premises.  The  capacity  in  which  an  entry  was  made  or  posses- 
sion is  held  is  thus  immaterial  in  so  far  as  the  liability  of  the  possessor 
is  concerned,  whether  be  bd  agent,  lessor,  lessee,  or  owner.^  In  some 
jurisdictions,  it  is  held  that  the  action  will  lie  against  a  public  officer 
acting  beyond  the  scope  of  his  authority  or  under  insufficient  legal 
process,  and  against  the  party  placed  ia  possession  by  such  officer;  * 
in  others,  however,  it  is  held  that  although  the  party  so  dispossessed 
is  entitled  to  relief,  he  cannot  maintain  forcible  entry  and  detainer.*' 
It  has  been  held,  however,  that  forcible  entry  and  detainer  will  not 
lie  against  a  military  officer  acting  under  orders  of  his  superior  for 
the  military  occupation  of  the  plaintiff's  premises  for  use  as  a  camp 
and  quarters.**  But  although  the  action  will  not  lie  against  the  orig- 
inal wrongdoer  who  is  no  longer  in  possesion,  yet  it  is  to  be  borne 
in  mind  that  a  party  may  unlawfully  detain  possession  without  being 
himself  in  actual  possession  through  the  agency  and  instrumentality 
of  another  who  is.  Accordingly,  a  tenant  who  wrongfully  oonveya 
leased  premises  in  fee  and  puto  his  grantee  in  possession  may  be 
joined  along  with  his  grantee  as  a  defendant  in  an  action  of  unlaw- 
ful detainer  instituted  by  the  landlord,  though  not  in  actual  posses- 
sion of  any  part  of  the  land.**  On  the  same  theory,  the  party  respon- 
sible  for  the  conduct  of  an  officer  has  been  held  guilty  of  forcible 
detainer,  where  the  officer,  after  securing  possession  of  the  property 
peaceably,  but  wrongfully  under  invalid  process,  paces  back  and  forth 
before  it,  carrying  a  gun,  which  he  occasionally  discharges,  and  orders 
the  person  dispossessed,  who  has  remained  in  the  vicinity,  to  keep 
off  the  property.**  But  parties  who  come  into  the  possession  of  prop- 
erty after  an  original  forcible  entry  thereon  has  been  consummated 
and  thereby  succeed  to  whatever  right  or  title  the  party  making  the 
forcible  entry  had,  but  without  participation  in  the  forcible  entry, 
are  probably  not  subject  to  any  action  founded  thereon,  and  posses- 
sion, if  recoverable  from  them  at  all^  must  be  obtained  by  ejectment 
or  other  equivalent  action,  though  there  seems  little  direct  authority 

8.  Note:  112  A.  S.  R.  377  et  seq.         Note:  121  A.  S.  R.  379,  380. 

9.  Brush  V.  Fowler,  36  lU.  53,  85  11.  Drebmau  v.  Stifel,  41  Mo.  184, 
Am.  Dec.  382;  Bailey  v.  Taylor,  8  Mart.  97  Am.  Dec.  268. 

N.  S.  (La.)  124,  19  Am.  Dec.  175;  12,  Emerick  v.  Tavener,  9  Grat 
Laird  v.  Winters,  27  Tex.  440,  86  Am.  (Va.)  220,  58  Am.  Dec.  217. 


10.  Fnlts  V.  Munro,  202  N.  T.  34,  95  13.  Fults  v.  Munro,  202  N.  T.  34, 
N.  E.  23,  Add.  Cas.  1912D  870,  87  96  N.  E.  23,  Ann.  Gas.  1932D  870,  37 


Dec.  620. 


Note:  121  A.  8.  R.  378. 


L.RA.(N.S.)  600  and  note. 


LJlJl.(N.S.)  600. 
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on  this  subject.^*  Artificial  as  well  as  natural  persons  may  be  guilty 
of  acts  constituting  a  forcible  entry  and  detainer,  and  hence  are  proper 
parties  defendant  in  an  action  therefor,  and  this  rule  applies  to 
municipal  corporations,  though  the  premise  of  which  they  take  pos- 
session are  churned  by  them,  as,  for  instance,  for  stieets.^*  There  is 
nothing  in  the  disability  of  coverture  or  infancy  which  prevents  an 
infant  or  a  married  woman  from  being  made  a  party  defendant  to 
an  action  for  forcible  entry  and  detainer;  and  a  party  whose  poraes- 
sion  is  forcibly  taken  by  a  married  woman  or  her  agents  or  employees 
doubtless  has  the  same  right  to  proceed  against  her  as  if  ^e  were 
a  man  or  an  unmarried  woman.  At  common  law,  however,  the  hus- 
band is  entitled  to  be  in  possession  of  his  wife's  lands,  and  hence  she 
may  not  be  a  necessary  party,  though  the  land  sought  to  be  recovered 
is  claimed  to  be  her  separate  property.  The  courts  have  also  gone 
very  far  toward  maintaining,  though  a  wife  is  apparently  the  more 
active  of  the  two  in  making  a  forcible  entry,  that  she  nevertheless 
acted  for  her  husband,  and  that  he  is  the  proper  party  defendant. 
Still,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  if  a  husband  and  wife  join 
in  a  forcible  entry,  they  may  properly  be  united  as  defendants  in  a 
proceeding  to  recover  the  possession;  and  perhaps  the  better  view  is, 
especially  under  statutes  undertaking  to  provide  for  and  protect  the 
rights  and  interests  of  married  women  in  their  separate  property,  that 
if  a  wife  is  in  possesion  of  property  claiming  it  to  be  her  separate  es- 
tate, she  should  be  united  in  any  proceeding, — even  though  it  be  in  the 
nature  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer, — ^in  which  the  enforcement  of 
the  judgment  sought  may  tend  to  deprive  her  of  a  possession  to  which 
she  is  entitled.^'  While  the  title,  or  claim  of  title,  of  the  persons 
making  a  forcible  entry  does  not  need  to  be  considered  in  determin- 
ing whether  they  should  be  made  parties  defendant,  yet  it  may,  and 
often  does,  happen  that  they  own  or  claim  as  tenants  in  common,  and 
when  such  ^is  the  case,  they  may  and  should  be  joined  as  parties 
defendant  in  an  action  by  a  stranger.*'  But  one  joint  possessor  can- 
not maintain  the  action  against  the  other  in  order  to  have  adjudicated 
a  right  of  possession  that  depends  on  an  equitable  interest  in  the  prem- 
ises, nor  to  obtain  sole  and  exclusive  possession  if  forcibly  expelled  or 
kept  out  of  possession  by  the  other  joint  possessor.'^  And  as  has  been 
seen,  the  dispossession  of  one  joint  possessor  under  proces  or  judg- 
ment to  which  the  other  is  not  a  party  does  not  work  an  eviction  of 
either  if  the  other  remains  in  or  subsequently  returns  to  the  actual 

14.  Note:  121  A.  S.  B.  379,  381.  Roberteon,  2  B.  Mon.  (Ky.)  235,  38 

16.  Note:  121  A.  S.  R.  378.  Am.  Dec.  148;  Knapp  v.  Reed,  88  Neb. 

16.  Note:  121  A.  S.  B.  377.  764,  130  N.  W.  430,  Ann.  Cas.  1912B 

17.  Note:  121  A.  S.  R.  378.  1095,  32  L.R.A.(N.S.)  869.   See  also 

18.  lick  y.  O'Donnell,  3  Cal.  69,  68  supra,  par.  14. 
Am.  Dec.  383  and  note:  Robertson  v. 
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possession.**  All  who  participated  in  the  original  forcible  entry  and 
who  remain  in  possession  of  the  property  may  be  joined  as  defendants} 
but  if  it  consists  of  distinct  parcels,  persons  forcibly  entering  on  dif- 
ferent parts  and  holding  and  claiming  in  severalty  cannot  be  joined 
in  one  proceeding.  In  some  cases,  however,  the  law  on  this  subject 
has  been  so  far  modiRed  by  statute  that  if  several  persons  are  in  posses- 
sion of  distinct  tracts  in  severalty,  but  under  one  lease,  they  may  be 
joined  as  defendants,  although  the  judgment  against  each  must  be  only 
for  the  part  held  by  him.*" 

32.  Process. — The  form  of  process  in  forcible  entry  and  detainer 
and  the  time  for  the  return  of  the  same  are  governed  by  local  statute. 
In  general,  however,  it  may  be  said  that,  the  object  of  the  proceeding 
being  to  obtain  prompt  relief  for  the  injured  party,  the  writ  of  sum- 
mens  is  usually  returnable  within  a  shorter  time  tban  is  allowed  in 
ordinary  cases ;  and  a  special  provision  in  a  statute  applicable  to  forci- 
ble entrjr.and  detainer  fixing  an  early  return  day  will  prevail  over  a 
general  direction  in  the  procedure  statute  fixing  certain  stated  return 
days  for  all  process.*  Since  such  a  statute  must  be  strictly  pur- 
sued, however,  it  has  been  held  that  the  court  has  no  authority  to  pro- 
nounce judgment  by  confession  against  a  defendant  in  forcible  entry 
and  detainer,  not  served  with  process,  upon  a  cognovit  or  confession 
of  judgment  by  plaintiff  in  pursuance  of  a  warrant  of  attorney 
contained  in  a  lease,  even  in  a  case  where  such  judgment  by  confession 
upon  warrant  would  be  authorized  in  a  court  of  record  by  the  common 
law.*  And  a  return  of  service  of  a  summons  in  forcible  entry  and 
detainer,  which  fails  to  show  that  a  copy  of  the  complaint  was  cer- 
tified to  by  the  justice  of  the  peace,  or  by  the  plaintiff  or  his  agent 
or  attorney,  is  insufficient  to  maintain  a  judgment  by  default.*  It  is 
sometimes  provided  that  the  plaintiff,  at  the  time  of  commencing  his 
action,  or  at  any  time  afterward,  may  apply  for  and  obtain  a  writ 
of  restitution  restoring  to  him  the  property  in  the  complaint  described, 
on  his  giving  bond  for  the  defendant's  protection  should  the  writ  be 
wrongfully  sued  out;  and  such  a  provision  has  been  held  to  be  con- 
stitutional.* 

33.  Pleading. — Since  the  proceedings  in  forcible  entry  and  detainer 
aim  to  preserve  the  public  peace,  and  to  protect  and  redress  the  rights 
of  the  injured  party,  there  is  a  mingling  of  civil  and  criminal  pro- 

19.  Kercheval  v.  Ambler,  7  J.  J.  11  L.R.A.(N.S.)  831. 

Marsh.  (Ky.)  626,  23  Am.  Dec.  446;  2.  French  v.  Wilier,  126  HI.  611,  18 

Bernecker  v.  Miller,  40  Mo.  473,  93  N.  E.  811,  9  A.  S.  R.  651,  2  LJI.A. 

Am.  Dec.  309  and  note.  And  see  supra,  717. 

par.  14, 17,  18.  3.  Note;  8  L.RA.  537. 

20.  Note:  121  A.  S.  R.  381.  4.  State  v.  Prather,  19  Wash.  336, 
1.  Kenny  v.  Sen  Si  Lua,  101  Minn.  63  Pac.  34^  67  A.  8.  R.  729. 

2.53,  112  N.  "W.  220,  11  Ann.  Cas.  60, 
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ceedings  in  one  suit  *  The  civil  action  sounds  in  tort,  not  in  con- 
tract* It  13  usually  instituted  by  a  written  complaint^  even  when  the 
proceeding  is  brought  in  a  justice's  court,  and  the  complaint  must  set 
forth  the  facta  essential  to  entitle  the  plaintiff  to  recover.  If  a  com- 
plaint is  filed  as  required,  the  failure  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  to  wnd 
it  up  is  waived  by  going  to  trial  on  appeal  to  the  circuit  court  without 
objecting  to  its  absence.'  The  forcible  entry  and  the  forcible  detainer 
are  separate  causes  of  action,  and  ought,  therefore,  to  be  separately 
stated.  If  not  so  stated,  a  complaint  would  be  had  on  demurrer,  but 
if  not  so  demurred  to,  the  objection  is  waived  and  there  is  no  reason 
why  the  plaintiff  should  even  amend  his  complaint  at  a  later  stage  for 
the  purpose  of  stating  the  entry  and  the  detainer  in  separate  counts.* 
But  although  a  complaint  charges  both  forcible  entiy  and  forcible 
detainer,  yet  if  the  proof  is  only  of  a  forcible  detainer,  there  may  be  a 
conviction  for  that  alone.'  Since  the  proceeding  is  a  summary  one  for 
the  speedy  adjustment  of  conbrovernes  about  possession,  and  as  it  is 
cognizable  before  justices  of  the  peace  not  familiar  with  pleading,  it 
would  seem  that  it  was.  never  intended  that  the  strict  and  technical 
rules  of  pleading  should  be  applied  to  complainants  in  these  actions." 
The  plaintiff  should  therefore  be  permitted  all  proper  freedom  to 
amend  his  complaint  so  as  to  cure  defects  therein  and  make  it  con- 
form to  the  proof.*^  A  complaint  in  an  action  of  forcible  entry  and 
detainer  which  alleges  an  "unlawful"  entry  may  be  properly  amended 
so  as  to  aver  an  "unlawful  and  forcible  entry."  And  where  the  aver- 
ments of  the  declaration  do  not  bring  a  case  within  the  provision  of  a 
statute  relative  to  the  recovery  of  treble  damages,  it  is  not  error  to 
permit  the  plaintiff  to  amend  the  declaration  by  striking  therefrom  all 
reference  to  such  statute."  Proof  of  the  fraudulent  procurement  of  a 
lease  set  up  by  the  answer  in  on  action  of  unlawful  detfuner  may  be 
given,  although  it  is  not  pleaded,  where,  by  statute,  the  only  matter 
allowed  in  a  reply  is  set-off  and  counterclaim.** 

34.  Defenses. — The  defendant  must  file  a  written  answer  within  the 
time  allowed  by  the  statute  in  force  in  the  particular  jurisdiction.  He 
cannot  set  up  as  a  defense  in  an  action  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer 

5.  Foster  v.  Kelsey,  36  Vt.  199,  84  12  Ann.  Cas.  766  and  note,  8  L.R.A. 
Am.  Dec.  676.  (N.S.)  426  and  note. 

6.  Note:  8  L.R.A.  537.  11.  Valencia  v.  Couch,  32  Cal,  339, 

7.  Lciferman  v.  Osten,  167  111.  93,  91  Am.  Dec.  589. 

47  N.  E.  203,  39  L.R.A.  156.  12.  Wilson  v.  Campbell,  75  Kan. 

8.  Valencia  v.  Coach,  32  Cal.  339,  91  159,  88  Pac.  548, 121  A.  S.  R.  366  and 
Am.  Dec.  589;  Fults  v.  Munro,  202  N.  note,  12  Ann.  Caa.  766,  8  L.H.A.(N.S.) 
Y.  34,  95  N.  E.  23,  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  426. 

870,  37  L.R.A.  (N.S.)  600.  13.  Mclntyre  v.  Murphy,  153  Mich. 

9.  Foster  v.  Kelsey,  36  Vt  199,  84  342, 116  N.  W.  1003, 15  Ann.  Cas.  802. 
Am.  Dec.  676.  14.  Sass  v.  Thomas,  6  Indian  Ter.  60^ 

10.  Wilson  V.  Campbell,  75  Kan.  159,  89  S.  W.  656,  U  L.R.A.(N.S.)  260. 
88  Pac.  548, 121  A.  S.  R.  366  and  note, 
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my  right  to  retain  possesion  which  could  and  ought  to  have  heen 
litigated  in  a  prior  action  between  the  same  parties  to  foreclose  a  con- 
tract for  the  sale  of  the  property."  It  has  been  held  that  matter  in 
abatement  is  not  pleadable  in  an  action  of  forcible  entry.  The  de- 
fendant may  present  both  negative  and  affirmative  defenses :  that  is, 
he  may  deny  any  matter  alleged  by  the  plaintiff  that  is  necessary  to 
support  a  recovery  by  him.  Hence,  he  may  show  that  an  entry  waa 
peaceable  and  not  violent;  that  he  did  not  take  possession  of  the  prop- 
erty sued  for  or  did  not  detain  it  at  the  commencement  of  the  pro- 
ceeding; that  the  plaintiff  waa  never  in  possession,  or  if  so  that  he 
had  abandoned  the  possession.  But  the  abandonment  of  possession 
by  the  plaintiff  cannot  constitute  a  defense  if  before  the  forcible 
entry  he  has  resumed  such  possession,  or  if  the  abandonment  took 
place  after  the  defendant's  entry.  The  absence  of  a  refusal  on  the  part 
of  a  defendant  to  deliver  possession  cannot  constitute  a  defense  if, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  after  demand,  he  continues  to  hold  possession  of 
the  property.  Title  or  right  to  possession  in  the  defendant  can  rarely 
be  relied  on  as  a  defense,  and  the  fact  that  the  land  is  part  of  the  public 
domain  appears  to  constitute  no  jurisdiction  for  the  forcible  entry 
thereon,  and  is  no  defense.^*  Termination  of  the  plaintiff's  title  is  no 
defense  if  there  was  a  forcible  entry,  but  may  often  be  set  up  where 
the  action  is  in  the  nature  of  an  unlawful  detainer  merely.  Prior 
possession  by  the  defendant  is  usually  immaterial,  even  though  he  had 
been  forcibly  dispossessed  by  the  plaintiff,  provided  the  latter  had 
thereby  obtained  a  peaceable  actual  possession,  nor  does  it  seem  that 
estoppel  can  be  successfully  urged,  as  that  would  necessarily  present  a 
question  of  title  or  constitute  a  cause  for  equitable  interposition.  The 
invalidity  or  unlawfulness  of  a  lease  can  have  no  bearing  on  a  forcible 
entry  upon  a  possession  peaceably  acquired  thereunder.  The  fact  that 
a  defendant  since  committing  a  forcible  entry  has  been  adjudicated 
a  bankrupt  constitutes  no  reason  for  his  being  permitted  to  retain  pos- 
session, nor  ^parently  does  it  exonerate  him  frozn  any  liability  for 
damages;  and  the  action  may  therefore  proceed  notwithstanding  such 
adjudication  and  the  same  judgment  be  entered  therein  as  if  his 
bankruptey  had  not  occurred.  Counterclaim,  and  cross  defenses  are 
not  assertable  in  actions  of  forcible  entry.  Hence  the  defendant  may 
not  assert  either  as  a  defense  or  a  counterclaim  that  he  has  created 
improvements  on  the  property  under  an  agreement  that  he  should  be 
paid,  or  under  what  is  styled  an  occupying  claimants'  law.  In  the 
absence  of  special  statute,  equitable  defenses  as  such  are  not  permissible 
in  proceedings  for  forcible  entry,  nor  even  for  a  forcible  or  unlawful 
detainer,  though  there  are  perhaps  some  exceptions  to  this  rule  in  cases 

16.  Dodd  T.  Scott,  81  la.  319,  46  N.     16.  See  snpn,  par.  9,  10,  ud  m* 
W.  1057,  25  A.  S.  B.  492,  10  L.R.A.  infra,  par.  35. 
860. 
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of  unlawful  detainer  after  peaceable  entry.*'  Finally,  there  seems  no 
reason  to  doubt  that  one  making  a  forcible  entry  upon  real  property 
and  acquiring  a  possession  thereunder  may  maintain  it  fo^  such  time 
and  under  such  circumstances  as  effectually  to  divest  the  title  of  the 
owner,  whether  the  latter  was  ihe  person  on  whose  possessioD  the  entry 
was  made  or  not,  and  hence  acquire  title  by  prescription  susceptible  of 
being  asserted  as  a  defense  to  any  proceeding  based  on  the  forcible 
entry  or  any  subsequent  detainer  founded  thereon.  Generally,  how- 
ever, statutes  are  in  force  which  preclude  a  forcible  entry  from  being 
asserted  as  a  cause  of  action  after  a  time  much  shorter  than  that  re- 
quired to  create  a  prescriptive  tiUe,  in  many  jurisdictions  three  years, 
subject  to  a  few  special  holding^  as  to  when  the  time  begins  to  run  or 
the  statute  is  tolled.** 

35.  Evidence. — It  is  for  the  jury  to  find  whether  the  plaintiff  was 
in  possession,  and  also  whether  that  possession  was  ousted  by  the  forci- 
ble entry  of  the  defendant;  *'  and  such  finding  must  be  based  on  evi- 
dence that  is  admissible  under  the  pleadings  though  sometimes  proof 
may  be  offered  of  facts  not  expressly  set  up  in  the  complaint.**  The 
ordinary  principles  of  the  law  of  evidence  for  the  most  part  determine 
the  admissibility  and  sufiQciency  of  the  testimony  offered.  Thus,  it  is 
usually  not  error  to  refuse  to  exclude  from  the  jury  evidence  admitted 
without  objection  during  the  course  of  the  trial.*  Nor  does  the 
practice  of  a  few  persons  in  a  business  in  which  many  are  engaged 
establish  a  custom  which  all  persons  engaged  in  tibe  same  pursuit  are 
presumed  to  know  and  recognize.'  The  declarations  of  tliird  persona 
are  inadmissible  unless  the  parties  have  a  joint  interest  witii  the  plain- 
tiff or  the  defendant,  or  some  legal  relation  exists,  or  they  constitute 
part  of  the  res  gestse;'  but  a  party  may  prove  his  own  declarations, 
made  at  the  time  of  an  act  done,  explanatory  of  his  intention  or  of  the 
motive  which  actuated  him,  and  accordingly  the  declarations  of  dis- 
sent or  opposition  of  the  party  in  possession  to  the  entry,  made  on  the 
occasion  of  the  entry,  are  proper  in  connection  with  the  whole  evidence 
for  the  consideration  of  the  jury,  to  enable  them  to  determine  whether 
the  entry  was  made  against  the  will  of  the  party  in  possession,  and  aa 
part  of  the  res  gestee  he  may  prove  them.*  Possession  alone  being  in 

17.  Note:  121  A.  S.  R.  405  et  seq.  Axn  Errob,  vol.  2,  p.  77. 

18.  Rabe  v.  Fyler,  10  Smedes  &  H.  2.  Fuhr  v.  Dean,  26  Mo.  116,  69 
(Miss.)  440,  48  Am.  Dec.  763.  Am.  Dec  484.   See  generally,  Usaqbs 

Note:  121  A.  S.  R.  413.  and  Cdstous. 

19.  Davidson  t.  Phillips,  9  Yerg.  3.  Kilbnrn  v.  Ritchie,  2  Cal.  145,  66 
(Tenn.)  93,  30  Am.  Dec.  393.  Am.  Dec.  326  and  note.    See  Aduis- 

20.  Sass  V.  Thomas,  6  Indian  Ter.  siohs  and  Declarations,  vol.  1,  p. 
60,  89  S.  W.  666,  U  IiJlJk..(N.S.)  260  485;  Evidbwce,  vol.  10,  p.  974'et  seq. 
and  note.  4.  Croff  v.  Ballinger,  18  111.  200,  65 

1.  Drehman  v.  Stifel,  41  Mo.  184,  97  Am.  Dec.  735  and  note.  See  also  Evi- 

Am.  Dec.  268.   See  generally.  Appeal  denob,  vol.  10,  p.  974  et  seq. 

1177 


Digitized  by  Google 


FORCIBLE  ENTBY  AND  DETAINER 


U  R.  C.  L. 


issue,  it  is  well  settled  that  evidence  of  title  to  the  freehold  adverse  to 
the  plaintiff  or  of  a  right  of  entry  or  possession  is  ordinarily  inadmb- 
sible^  In  many  cases,  however,  deeds  and  other  documentary  evi- 
dence of  title  may  be  admissible  in  so  far  as  they  hear  on  the  extent 
or  right  of  possession,  or  the  intent  with  which  the  entry  was  made, 
and  the  like,  when  these  questions  are  material In  cases  in  which 
a  deed  is  admissible,  the  identity  of  the  land  intended  to  be  conveyed 
by  it  is  a  question  of  evidence  to  be  passed  on  by  the  jury,  and  may  be 
described  by  parol ;  and  if  described  with  sufficient  certainty  to  be  ren- 
dered certain  by  other  testimony,  it  ought  to  be  permitted  to  go  to  the 
jury.'  Furthermore,  since  the  possessioii  of  one  joint  tenant  is  that 
of  both,  one  of  them  who  brings  an  action  may  offer  in  evidence  (if 
otherwise  admissible)  a  deed  to  them  jointly.*  Although  title  cannot 
be  inquired  into,  yet  a  party  seeking  to  recover  in  forcible  entry  and 
detainer  as  a  purchaser  at  a  sheriff's  sale  may  be  required  to  show  that 
his  purchase  was  legal  and  valid  by  producing  a  valid  judgment, 
execution  and  sheriff's  deed  on  sale  thereunder; '  and  a  party  seeking 
to  justify  possession  given  to  him  as  purchaser  at  a  judicial  sale  by  the 
sheriff  under  a  writ  of  possession  must  produce  a  decree  of  sale  to  which 
the  person  dispossessed  was  a  part^.^**  For  the  purpose  of  determining 
whether  an  entry  is  forcible  or  not  within  the  meaning  of  a  statute, 
all  that  traui^pires  between  the  coming  of  the  defendant  and  the  going 
of  the  plaintiff  may  be  taken  into  account.** 

36.  Judgment. — ^In  an  action  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer,  the 
right  to  judgment  depends  on  the  facts  as  they  existed  at  the  time  of 
the  commencement  of  the  action  and  not  at  the  time  of  the  trial.** 
A  confession  of  judgment  upon  warrant  of  attorney  in  an  action 
of  forcible  entry  and  detainer  is  not  authorized  in  some  jurisdic- 
tions; it  being  held  that  the  parties  cannot  by  contract  engraft  on 
the  procedure  prescribed  for  a  summary  proceeding  a  remedy  or  prac- 

6.  Beeler  v.  Cardwell,  29  Mo.  72,  77  7.  Lick  v.  O'Donnell,  3  Cal.  59,  58 
Am.-  Dec.  550  and  note;  Mercereau  v.  Am.  Dec.  383  and  note;  Camley  v. 
Bergen,  15  N.  J.  L.  244,  29  Am.  Dec.  StanBeld,  10  Tex.  546,  60  Am.  Dec 
684;  State  v.  Bennett,  Harp.  L.  (S.  C.)  219  and  note;  Emeriek  v.  Tavener,  9 
503,  18  Am.  Dec.  663;  Davidson  v.  Grat.  (Va.)  220,  58  Am.  Dec.  217. 
Phillips,  9  Yerg.  (Tenn.)  93,  3D  Am.  8.  Rabe  v.  Fyier,  10  Smedes  &  M. 
Dec.  393.  (Miss.)  440,  48  Am.  Dec.  763  and 

Notes:  89  Am.  Dec.  435;  121  A.  S.  note. 
R.  405.  9.  Johnson  t.  Baker,  38  lU.  98,  87 

See  also  supra,  par.  9,  10.  Am.  Dec.  293  and  note. 

6.  Rabe  v.  Fyler,  10  Smedes  &  M.  10.  Laird  v.  Winters,  27  Tex.  440, 
(Miss.)  440,  48  Am.  Dec.  763  and  note;  86  Am.  Dec.  620. 

Camley  v.  Stanfield,  ID  Tex.  546,  60     11.  Valencia  v.  Coneh,  32  Cal.  339, 
Am.  Dec.  219  and  note;  Emeriek  v.  91  Am.  Dec.  589. 
Tavener,  9  Grat.  (Va.)  220,  58  Am.     12.  Fults  t.  Munro,  202  N.  Y,  34,  95 
Dec.  217.  N.  E.  23,  Ann.  Cas.  1912D  870,  S7 

Notes:  77  Am.  Dec.  663  et  seq.;  121  URA..(N.S.)  600  and  note. 
A.  S.  B.  406  et  seq.. 
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tice  not  waxranted  by  the  statute.^*  The  judgment  of  a  justice  of  the 
peace  not  being  complete  until  entered  in  the  official  record  and  signed, 
the  justice  is  not  concluded  by  his  oral  announcement  after  the  trial  in 
forcible  entry  and  detainer  that  his  judgment  was  or  would  be  for  the 
defendant,  but  may  lawfully  change  bis  mind  and  ent^  judgment 
in  his  docket  for  the  plaintiff,  and  the  judgment  is  valid.**  As  in 
other  cases,  the  judgment  binds  only  the  parties  and  their  privies. 
Consequently,  if  an  action  of  unlawful  entry  and  detainer  is  brought 
against  a  tenant  alone,  without  making  the  landlord  a  party  thereto, 
the  latter  is  not  bound  by  the  judgment  rendered  therein,  although 
he  had  knowledge  of  the  pendency  of  the  action.**  But  since  the 
possession  of  one  joint  tenant  is  in  law  the  possession  of  both,  and  pos- 
session, not  title,  is  in  issue,  a  recovery  by  one  will  inure  to  the  benefit 
of  both,  and  such  a  judgment  can  be  pleaded  in  bar  of  a  proceeding  by 
the  other  for  the  same  cause.**  And  where  forcible  entry  and  de- 
tainer was  brought  against  three  persons,  and  there  was  a  verdict  of 
guilty  as  to  two  and  not  guilty  as  to  the  third,  it  was  held  that  the 
verdict  was  conclusive  that  the  plaintiff  was  peaceably  in  actual  pos- 
session of  the  premises  at  the  time  of  the  entry,  and  that  since  such 
possession  was  incompatible  with  the  lawful  possession  of  another,  the 
verdict  was  conclusive  against  the  possession  of  the  third  person.*' 
Since  the  mere  naked  possession  in  fact  is  alone  put  in  issue,  it  is  clear 
that  judgment  for  the  defendant  in  forcible  entry  and  detainer  can  be 
evidence  of  nothing  but  fact  of  possession.  Accordingly,  the  judgment 
cannot  be  pleaded  as  a  bar  to  an  action  of  ejectment  between  the  same 
parties  concerning  the  same  property,  because  tiUe  or  right  of  entry  is 
in  issue;  **  nor  can  it  operate  as  res  adjudicata  so  as  to  debar  a  tenant 
from  recouping,  in  a  subsequent  action  for  the  recovery  of  the  rent  of 
demised  premises,  the  damages  which  he  has  sustained  through  the 
landlord's  breach  of  the  covenants  in  the  lease.*'  Conversely,  it  has 
been  held  that  in  a  later  action  for  forcible  entry  and  detainer,  testi- 
mony as  to  a  former  action  by  injunction  and  for  trespass  between  the 
same  parties  was  wrongfully  admitted.**  It  is  sometimes  provided, 
however,  by  special  statute,  that  the  judgment  in  forcible  entry  and 
detainer  shall  operate  in  bar  of  an  action  of  trespass  or  other  action 

IS.  French  v.  WUler,  126  lU.  611,     17.  Fremont  v.  Crippen,  10  Cal.  211, 
18  N.  E.  811,  9  A.  S.  E.  651,  2  L.EA.  70  Am.  Dec.  711. 
717.  See  also  supra,  par.  32.  18.  Mattoz  v.  Helm,  6  litt.  (Ey.) 

14.  Eobertaon  v.  Donelan,  138  Ky.  185, 15  Am.  Dec.  64. 

149,  127  S.  W.  754,  Ann.  Cas.  1012A  Notes:  8  L.E.A.  537;  38  L.EJV. 

1280  and  note.  (N.S.)  1024. 

15.  Cope  V.  Payne,  111  Tenn.  128,  19.  Keating  v.  Springer,  146  Bl.  481, 
76  S.  W.  820,  102  A.  S.  B.  746.  See  34  N.  £.  806,  37  A.  S.  E.  176,  22 
also  JVDQUBNTS.  IaEJI,  544. 

16.  Rabe  v.  Fyler,  10  Smedes  ft  M.  20.  Note:  38  LJt.A.(M.S.)  1024. 
(Hiss.)  440,  48  Am.  Dec.  763. 
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against  the  offender.^  And  it  has  been  held  that  where  a  tenant  ia 
evicted  on  final  process,  in  an  action  of  ejectment  by  a  party  claiming 
title  adverse  to  his  lessor,  of  which  action  the  latter  had  timely  notice, 
the  tenancy  is  thereby  determined,  and  a  subsequent  taking  and  hold- 
ing by  the  tenant  under  a  lease  from  the  evictor  is  not  in  subordination 
to  the  title  of  his  original  lessor,  and  an  action  by  the  latter  for  unlaw- 
ful detainer  may  be  successfully  resisted  by  the  tenant  by  showing  such 
judgment  and  eviction.' 

37.  Damages. — In  some  jurisdictions,  the  court  and  jury  are  ex- 
pressly authorized  by  statute  to  assess  the  damages  occasioned  to  the 
plaintiff  by  a  forcible  entry  or  detainer,  together  with  the  amount  of 
the  rent  due,  if  any;  and,  following  the  example  of  the  early  British 
statutes,  judgment  is  entered  for  three  times  the  amount  of  the  dam- 
ages thus  assessed.  This  includes  such  damages  only  as  are  the  natural 
and  proximate  result  of  the  forcible  entry,  or  the  forcible  or  unlawful 
detainer,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  does  not  extend  to  damage  from  in- 
jury to  plaintiif's  credit  and  circumstances,  nor  such  as  he  sustains  by 
reason  of  his  bodily  and  mental  pain  and  anguish.'  In  states  in  which 
theT«  is  no  such  statute  in  force,  it  is  held  that  no  damages  at  all  can 
be  allowed  in  an  action  for  forcible  entry  and  detainer;  though  where 
the  verdict  was  for  one  cent  only,  it  was  held  that  the  judgment  would 
not  ordinarily  be  reversed  for  that  cause  if  the  merits  were  clearly  with 
the  appellee.*  Other  courts  hold  that,  although  a  person  forcibly  evicts 
ed  by  one  entitled  to  possession  cannot  recover  damages  for  being  dis- 
turbed in  his  possession,  since  this  is  unlawful,  he  may  recover  com- 
pensation for  any  injury  done  to  himself  or  his  personal  property  in 
the  course  of  the  evidence  contrary  to  the  statute,  but  the  distinction 
has  been  repudiated  by  respectable  authorities.'  A  few  courts  even 
permit  an  evicted  person  to  maintain  an  action  of  trespass  against  the 
true  owner,  and  recover  nominal  damages  for  the  entry  without  regard 
to  the  amount  of  force  used,  and  also  such  damages  as  may  be  inflicted 
on  the  person  or  personal  property  of  the  party  in  possession,  together 
with  exemplary  damages  if  the  unlawful  entry  was  done  in  a  wanton 
or  reckless  manner.*  And  of  course  if  the  action  is  in  trespass  for 
wrongful  injury  to  personal  property  in  the  course  of  an  illegal  entry 
upon  the  rightful  posse^on  of  another,  the  plaintiff  is  entitled,  on 

1.  Hamilton  t.  Adams,  15  Ala.  696,  Am.  Dec.  3S2. 

50  Am.  Dee.  150.  5.  Mclntyre  v.  Murphy,  153  Mich. 

2.  Note:  77  Am.  Dec.  555.  342,  116  N.  W.  1003,  15  Ann.  Cas. 

3.  Anderson  v.  Taylor,  56  Cal.131,  802;  Souter  v.  Codman,  14  R.  I.  119, 
38  Am.  Rep.  52;  Mclntyre  v.  Murphy,  51  Am.  Rep.  364. 

153  Mich.  342, 116  N.  W.  1003, 15  Ann.  6.  Mosseller  v,  Deaver,  106  N.  C. 
Cas.  802.  494,  11  S.  £.  529,  19  A.  S.  R.  640,  8 

4.  Brush      Fowler,  36  HI.  53,  85  L.R.A.  637  and  note. 
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recovery,  to  all  damages  actually  sustained,  and  to  punitive  damages 
as  well,  in  a  proper  case7 

38.  Restitution. — Ordinarily,  a  judgment  for  the  plaintiff  in  for- 
cible entry  and  detainer  is  for  immediate  restitiition  of  the  premises, 
with  costs.  The  purpose  of  the  statutes  being  to  redress  the  party  whose 
posseesion  has  been  Invaded,  and  to  place  both  parties  in  the  same 
situation  they  respectively  occupied  previous  to  the  commission  of  the 
grievance,  it  is  not  competent  for  a  court  of  chancery  to  interpose  by 
injunction,  and  arrest  the  execution  of  the  writ  of  possession,  even 
though  it  is  alleged  that  the  plaintiff  is  insolvent  and  a  mere  trespasser, 
and  that  full  title  is  in  the  defendants.*  An  action  of  forcible  entry 
and  detainer,  however,  will  not  lie  to  dispossess  a  purchaser  under  a 
decree  of  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  placed  in  possession  by  an 
order  of  the  court,  and  accordingly  a  court  of  equity  will  in  such  case 
entertain  an  application  to  quiet  and  prevent  a  wrongful  interference 
with  such  possession,  and  will  enjoin  the  execution  of  the  writ  of  pos- 
session.* Judgment  of  restitution  in  an  action  of  forcible  entry  and 
detainer  by  one  coparcener  against  another  who  has  turned  him  out 
should  not  be  for  entire  and  exclusive  possession,  but  only  for  joint  pos- 
session in  conjunction  with  the  other.'®  The  time  when  a  writ  of 
restitution  may  issue  depends  on  local  practice.  Thus,  it  has  been  ex- 
pressly enacted  that  if  judgment  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer  is  ren- 
dered against  a  tenant,  no  writ  of  restitution  shall  be  issued  in  any 
case  until  the  expiration  of  five  days.^*  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  some- 
times provided  (and  such  a  statute  has  been  held  constitutional)  that 
the  plaintiff  in  an  action  of  forcible  entry,  or  forcible  or  unlawful  de- 
tainer, may  have  restitution  of  the  property  at  the  time  of  commencing 
such  action  or  at  any  time  afterward,  on  giving  bond  to  indemnify 
the  defendant  against  damages  and  costs.'*  The  writ  of  restitution 
authorizes  the  sheriff  to  dispossess,  not  only  the  defendant  and  his 
privies,  but  also  persons  who,  though  strangers  to  the  record,  have 
entered  into  possession  after  the  commencement  of  the  action  of 
forcible  entry  and  detainer."  The  sheriff  may  be  compelled  by  man- 
damus to  execute  the  writ.'*  It  is  sometimes  provided  that  the  defend- 
ant in  forcible  entry  and  detainer  cannot  appeal  from  a  judgment 

7.  Gilbert  t.  Pec^,  162  Cal.  54,  121  11.  French  v.  Wilier,  126  lU.  6U,  18 
Pac.  315,  Ann.  Cas.  1913G  1349.       N.  E.  811,  9  A.  S.  B.  651,  2  hJRJL. 

8.  Hanulton  v.  Adams,  15  Ala.  596,  717. 

60  Am.  Dec.  150:  Ghezum  v.  Campbell^     12.  State  v.  Prather,  19  Wash.  336, 

42  Wash.  660,  85  Pac.  48,  7  Ann.  Cas.  63  Pao.  344,  67  A.  S.  R.  729. 

921.  IS.  Fremont  v.  Crippen,  10  Cal.  211, 

9.  Cope     Payne,  111  Tenn.  128,  76  70  Am.  Dec.  711. 

S.  W.  820, 102  A.  S.  R.  746.  Note:  16  A.  S.  B.  66  et  seq. 

10.  Robertson  r.  Robertson,  2  B.  14.  Fremont  t.  Crippen,  10  CbL 
Men.  (Ky.)  235, 38  Am.  Dee.  148.  See  211,  70  Am.  Dee.  7U. 

alec  supra,  par.  14. 
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against  him  until  lie  gives  bond  for  twice  the  rental  value  of  the  real 
property  of  which  restitution  shall  be  adjudged  from  the  rendition  of 
such  judgment  until  final  judgment  in  such  case,  if  such  judgment 
shall  be  affirmed.  One  such  undertaking  is  sufficient  even  though 
there  be  successive  appeals.**  R^titution  is  not  suspended  by  the  mere 
entry  of  an  appeal.*'  But  when  a  judge  has  lawfully  directed  a  stay 
of  proceedings,  and  an  undertaking  on  appeal  has  been  executed  pur- 
suant to  his  direction,  the  lower  court  has  no  further  control  over  the 
matter  and  cannot  discharge  the  order  staying  proceedings  after  it  has 
been  complied  with,  even  though  the  sureties  on  the  bond  are  not  good. 
In  order  to  execute  fully  a  writ  of  possession,  the  defendant  And  his 
property  must  be  removed  from  the  premises,  and  possession  of  the 
real  estate  given  to  the  plaintiff,  unless  the  removal  of  Ihe  personal 
property  is  in  some  way  waived  by  the  defendant.  If,  therefore,  be- 
fore such  removal  is  substantially  completed,  the  judge  directs  a  stay 
>of  proceedings  on  appeal,  and  a  bond  is  given  in  purauance  of  the 
direction,  the  proceedings  are  stayed,  and  the  defendant  may  remain 
in  possession  pending  the  appeal.*'  In  the  event  that  a  plaintiff  is 
placed  in  possession  under  a  writ  of  restitution,  but  on  appeal  there  is 
a  judgment  for  the  defendant,  or  the  proceeding  is  subsequently 
quashed  or  dismis^d,  the  court  has  the  power  to  award  the  defendant 
a  writ  of  restitution  to  restore  him  to  possession  as  against  the  plaintiff. 
Such  writ  will  sometimes  not  be  issued  to  restore  the  defendant's  pos- 
session as  against  a  third  party,  nor  in  cases  wherein  the  issuance  of  the 
writ  would  work  manifest  injustice  and  oppression,  or  where  the  de- 
fendant was  in  pari  dehcto.^^ 

V.  Criminal  Proceedings 

39.  Essentials  of  Offense. — ^The  nature  and  incidentals  of  a  for^ 
cible  entry  or  detainer  jauch  as  will  give  rise  to  an  indictment  or 
prosecution  have  for  the  most  part  been  sufficiently  discussed.  It 
is  an  offense  against  the  possession  of  realty ;  consequently,  it  need  only 
appear  that  the  prosecutor  has  actually  entered  upon  and  peaceably 
occupied  the  premises.  It  is  not  necessary  to  show  that  his  possession 
was  held  under  title  in  any  other  sense  than  that  it  was  peaceably  held 
and  enjoyed  by  him  at  the  time  the  forcible  act  was  done  by  the  defend- 
ant.*'   But  actual  personal  violence  or  breach  of  the  peace  is  not 

15.  Wolfer  v.  Hnrst,  47  Ore.  156,     19.  State  v.  Pollock,  26  N.  0.  305, 

80  Pac.  419,  82  Pae.  20,  8  Ann.  Cas.  42  Am.  Dec.  140;  State  t.  Davis,  109 
725.  N.  C.  809, 13  S.  E.  883, 14  L.R.A.  206; 

16.  State  V.  Bennett,  Harp.  L.  (S.  State  v.  Robbins,  123  N.  C.  730,  31 
C.)  503,  18  Am.  Dec.  663.  S.  E.  669,  68  A.  S.  R.  841;  State  v. 

17.  Lee  Chuck  v.  Quan  Wo  Chong,  Lawson,  123  N.  C.  740,  31  S.  B.  667, 

81  Cal.  222,  22  Pac.  594,  15  A.  S.  R.  68  A.  S.  R.  844  and  note;  Stote  v. 
50  and  note.  Bennett,  Harp.  L.  (S.  C.)  603, 18  Am. 

18.  Note:  17  A.  S.  R.  264,  265.         Dec.  663.   See  also  snpra,  par.  9,  10. 
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essential  to  the  completion  of  the  offense,  if  the  party  either  by  his 
behavior  or  his  speech,  at  the  time  of  his  entry,  gives  those  who  are 
in  possession  just  cause  to  fear  that  he  will  do  them  gome  bodily  harm 
if  they  do  not  give  way  to  him;  nor  is  it  necessary  that  the  party  be 
actually  put  in  fear.  It  seems  to  be  without  exception  that  in  order  to 
be  criminally  cognizable,  the  entry  or  detainer  must  be  accompanied  or 
accomplished  by  actual  force,  violence  or  terror,  directed  against  the 
person  of  the  party  in  possession,  and  directly  tending  toward  a  breach 
of  the  peace.  The  doctrine  of  implied  force,  sometimes  applicable  in 
civil  proceedings  for  forcible  entry  and  detainer,  is  unknown  to  the 
criminal  law.^  A  mere  invasion  of  the  premises  of  another  during 
his  absence,  accompanied  by  such  violence  only  as  was  incident  to 
effecting  an  entry  into  an  unoccupied  dwelling  house  thereon,  is  but  a 
naked  trespass,  not  indictable  as  a  forcible  entry,  since  there  can  be 
no  forcible  entry  in  the  absence  of  acts  naturally  tending  to  excite 
a  breach  of  the  peace.^ 

40.  Indictments  and  Procedore^An  indictment  for  forcible  entry 
and  detainer  may  consist  of  two  papers  pinned  together  and  returned 
into  court  as  one  bill,  the  two  charges  being  numbered  first  count  and 
second  count.  Even  if  returned  as  separate  indictments  and  at  dif- 
ferent terms,  they  could  be  treated  as  different  counts  in  the  same  bill, 
if  germane.  Where  the  change  in  the  first  count  was  forcible  entry 
and  detainer  upon  premises  in  the  peaceable  possession  of  a  landlord, 
and  the  second  count  for  the  same  offense  upon  the  premises  in  pos- 
session of  the  tenant,  the  transaction  being  one  and  the  sfone,  the. 
court  may  properly  refuse  to  quash  the  indictment,  or  to  compel  the 
state  to  elect,  or  to  arrest  judgment,  for  the  two  counts  are  not  repug- 
nant, but  a  mere  statement  of  the  same  transaction  to  meet  the  different 
phases  of  the  proof,*  Proof  of  peaceable  possession  of  the  premises  by 
the  prosecuting  witness  is  all  that  is  essential  to  sustain  a  conviction 
for  forcible  entry  and  detainer;  and  the  defendant's  title  is  not  admis- 

20.  Lissner  t.  State,  84  Ga.  669,  11  123  N.  C.  730,  31  S.  £.  669,  68  A.  S. 
8.  E.  500,  20  A.  S.  B.  389  and  note;  R.  841;  State  t.  Lawson,  123  N.  G. 
Fort  Dearborn  Lodge  v.  Klein,  115  740,  31  S.  £.  667,  68  A.  S.  R.  844  and 
m.  177,  3  N.  E.  272,  56  Am.  Rep.  133;  note;  £iamer  t.  Lott,  50  Pa.  St.  495, 
Steams  v.  Sampson,  59  Me.  668,  8  88  Am.  Deo.  656;  State  v.  Bennett, 
Am.  Rep.  442;  Butts  v.  Yoorhees,  13  Harp.  L.  (S.  G.)  603,  18  Am.  Dec. 
N.  J.  L.  13, 22  Am.  Dec,  489  and  note;  663;  Foster  v.  Kelsey,  36  Vt.  199,  84 
Scribner  v.  Beach,  4  Denio  (N.  T.)  Am.  Dee.  676.  See  also  supra,  par. 
448,  47  Am.  Dec.  265  and  note;  SUte  21  et  seq. 

r.  Pollock,  26  N.  C.  305,  42  Am.  Dec,  1.  Lewis  t.  State,  99  Oa.  692,  26  S. 
140  and  note;  Stete  v.  Ross,  49  N.  C.  E.  496,  59  A.  8.  R.  255  and  note; 
315,  69  Am.  Dee.  751  and  note;  State  State  v.  Mills,  104  N.  C.  905,  10  S.  E. 
V.  Mills,  104  N.  C.  905,  10  S.  E.  676,  676,  17  A.  S.  R.  706  and  note.  See 
17  A.  S.  R.  706  and  note;  State  v.  also  supra,  par.  27. 
Davis,  109  N.  C.  809, 13  S.  E,  883,  14  2.  State  v.  Robbina,  123  N.  C.  730, 
L.R.A.  206  and  note;  State  t.  Robbins,  31  S.  E.  669,  68  A.  S.  R.  841  and  note 
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sibie  in  evidence,*  The  fact  that  the  entrant  remained  in  possession 
is  admissible  in  evidence  to  show  his  purpose  in  making  the  entry,  and 
to  show,  also,  that  he  accomplished  that  purpose,  and  made  his  entry 
effectual.  Although  he  is  charged  with  forcible  entry  only,  the  com- 
pleteness of  his  entry  is  shown  by  his  retention  of  possession,  and  by 
the  nature  and  extent  of  that  possession.*  A  plea  of  former  acquittal 
to  an  indictment  for  forcible  entry  and  detainer  is  sustained  by  proof 
of  acquittal  for  forcible  trespass  grounded  on  the  same  transaction, 
since  the  only  distinction  between  forcible  trespass  and  forcible  entry 
and  detainer  is  that  the  former  refers  to  personal  property  and  Uie 
latter  to  realty,  which  distinction  is  not  always  observed.**  A  party 
present  and  co-operating  with  another  engaged  in  making  a  forcible 
entry  is  a  coprincipal,  and  guilty  of  tiie  offense  if  the  other  is  guilty; 
consequently,  his  presence  with  the  oUier  at  the  entry,  unless  accounted 
for,  is  sufficient  to  warrant  a  verdict  of  guilty  against  him,  though  there 
is  no  other  evidence  against  him  than  that  he  was  there.*  If  there  are 
two  counts  in  an  indictment  for  forcible  entry  and  detainer,  a  general 
verdict  of  guilty  on  both  is  a  verdict  of  guilty  on  each,  where  the 
defendant  does  not  exercise  his  right  to  require  a  separate  verdict  on 
each  count.  Hence,  if  one  of  the  counts  is  good,  it  will  support  the 
judgment  even  though  an  erroneous  instruction  was  given  on  the 
other.'  Forcible  entry  and  forcible  detainer  may  both  be  charged 
in  a  single  count  of  the  indictment.  In  some  jurisdictions,  however, 
it  is  held  that  when  this  is  done,  it  is  essential  to  a  conviction  under 
the  indictment  that  both  be  proved,  and  that  where  the  evidence  does 
'  not  warrant  a  conviction  for  forcible  entry,  the  verdict  of  guilty  must 
be  set  aside.*  Others  hold  that  a  conviction  may  be  had  for  forcible 
detainer  alone,  where  the  complaint  charges  forcible  entry  and 
detainer,  and  forcible  detainer  only  is  proved.'  In  some  states,  follow- 
ing the  British  statutes,  the  prosecutor  may  have  a  writ  of  restitution 
for  the  premises  immediately  on  the  rendition  of  a  verdict  of  guilty 
on  an  indictment  for  forcible  entry  and  detainer;  and  the  operation 
of  such  writ  of  restitution  is  not  suspended  by  an  appeal  by  the 
defendant^* 

S.  state  T.  Bobbins,  123  N.  G.  730,  (Ky.)  235,  38  Am.  Dee.  148;  State  v. 
31  S.  E.  669,  68  A.  S.  B.  841;  State  Bennett,  Hazp.  L.  <S.  C.)  603, 18  Am. 
V.  Bennett,  Harp.  L.  (S.  G.)  603,  18  Dee.  663. 

Am.  Deo.  663.  7.  State  v.  Bobbins,  123  N.  G.  730, 

4.  Lisaner  v.  State,  84  Oa.  669,  11  31  S.  E.  669,  68  A.  S.  B.  841. 

S.  E.  600,  20  A.  S.  B.  389.  8.  Lewis  v.  State,  99  Oa.  692,  26  8. 

5.  State  V.  Davis,  109  N.  G.  809,  13  E.  496,  59  A.  S.  B.  255. 

S.  E.  883,  14  L.B.A.  206;  State  9.  Foster  v.  Kelsey,  36  Yt  199,  84 
Lawson,  123  N.  C.  740,  31  8.  E.  667,  Am.  Dec.  676. 

68  A.  S.  B.  844.  10.  State  v.  Bennett,  Haip.  L.  (S. 

6.  Bobertson  v.  Bobertson,  2  B.  Mon.  C.)  603, 18  Am.  Dee.  663. 
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ister deceased  spouse's  estate,  3(1 

Bill  of  review  to  correct  accounts, 
188 

Bills  and  notes  — 

Individual  liability  of  representa- 
tives, 169-171 
Renewals  by  representative,  170 
Bonds  (see  also  supra,  Administra- 
tion  bonds ;   infra,  Qualifica- 
tion) — 

Renewal  of  decedent's  bonds,  170 
Borrowing  money  for  estate,  171, 
340 

Bui^Iary  by  third  persons,  174 
Burial  of  decedent  as  duty  of  rep- 
resentative, 222 
Business  of  decedent  — 

Carrying  on  business,  138-142 
Consent  of  beneticiaries  to  carry 

on  business,  142 
Liability  of  general  assets,  140- 
142 

Limitation  of  representative's  lia- 
bility, 140 
Partnership  business,  137 
Risking  assets  in  trade,  136 
Statutory  authority  for  eaiTying 

on  business,  138 
Winding  up  by  representative,  135 
Care  required  of  peraonal  represent- 
-  atives,  133 

Caveat  emptor  doctrine  in  admin- 
istration sales,  350-354,  388 
Charge  of  debts  on  realty,  127 
Chilling  bidding  at  probate  sales,  332 
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EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISIBA- 

TORS  ~  continued 
Choses  in  action  — 
Assets,  108,  109-112 
Assets  for  juiisdictional  purpos- 
es, 72 

Citation,  see  supra,  Appointment 
Claims  agrainst  estate,  see  in&a, 

Presentation   and   allowance  of 

claims 
Collateral  attack  — 

Appointment    of  administrator, 
74-84 

Erroneous  finding  of  jurisdiction- 
al facts,  76-78 
Estoppel  and  res  judicata,  79 
Fraud,  80 

Qrant  of  letters  to  person  not  en- 
titled, 86 
Irregularity  in  procedure,  88 
Letters  granted  on  estate  of  living 

person,  89 
Sale  of  real  estate  und^  ordei' 

of  court,  380-385 
Unnecessary  administration,  88 
Commissions,  see  infra.  Compensa- 
tion of  ezecators  and  administia- 
tors 

Compensation  of  executors  and  ad- 
ministrators— 
Additional  compensation  for  extra 

services,  231 
Amount  of  compensation,  227-228 
Assignment  of  commissions,  228 
Commissions    on  dbbursements, 
228 

Discretion  as  to  allowance  of  com- 
pensation, 229 

Double  compensation,  231 

Extraordinary  services,  229 

Extra  services,  229 

Forfeiture  of  compensation  for 
misconduct  or  neglect,  229 

Joint  executors'  right  to  compen- 
sation, 232 

Legacies  as  compensation,  230 

Legal  services  rendered  by  repre- 
sentative, 230 

Rate  of  compensation,  228 

Reduction  of  compensation  for 
misconduct  or  neglect,  229 

Right  to  compensation,  227  . 
Competency  and  qualificatims — 

Alienage,  46 

Antagonistic  interests,  49 
AUainder,  47 


EXECUTORS  AND  ADlflNISTBA- 

TORS  —  continued 
Competency   and   qualifications  — 
continued 
Conviction  of  crime,  47 
Corporations,  50 
Coverture,  43-45 
Dishonesty,  47 
Drunkenness,  49 

Executor's  qualifications  at  eom- 

moD  law,  43 
Ignorance,  48 
Illiteracy,  48 
Immorality,  47 
Improvidence,  49 
Indebtedness  to  estate,  49 
Infancy,  45 
Insanity,  49 
Insolvency,  48 
Intemperance,  49 
Nonresidents,  45-46 
Outlawry,  47 
Poverty,  48 

Want  of  understanding,  49 
Compromise  of  claims  against  es- 
tate, 202 

Conclusiveness  of  administration 
proceedings,  74r-84 

Confession  of  judgmttit  by  repre- 
sentative, 293 

Confirmation  of  probate  sales,  366- 
369 

Conflict  of  laws  — 
Allowances  to  family,  241 
Law  of  domicil  as  governing  dis- 
tribution, 445 
Law  of  forum  as  govmiing  admin- 
istration, 444 
Constitutional  law  (see  also  infra. 
Sale  of  real  estate  under  order 
of  court)  — 
Administration  on  estate  of  liv- 
ing person,  88,  91-^ 
Consular  administration,  42 
Contesting  appointment,  58 
Contingent  claims  as  requiring  pres- 
entation, 205 
Contracts  — 
Individual  liability,  166-168 
Joint  contractors'  liability,  206 
Liability  on  decedent's  contracts, 
163-165 

Limitation  of  representative's  lia- 
bility as  depending  on  assets. 
168 
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EXECUTORS  AND  ADUINISTBA- 
TORS  — continued 
Contracts  —  continued 
Negotiable  instruments  executed 

by  representative,  169 
Power  of  representative  to  bind 

estate,  165 
Promise  by  repreeentative  to  pay 

debts  of  decedent,  218-221 
SpeciSe  performance  of  decedent's 

contracto,  280 
Statute  of  frauds  as  applicable  to 
executor's  promise  to  pay  dece- 
dent's debt,  196 
Contribution  between  sureties,  313 
Conversion  of  assets,  174-175  ~ 
Conversion  of  realty  into  personal- 
ty by  power  of  sale,  403 
Conveyances  — 
Covenants  as  binding  representa- 
tive individually,  168 
Deed  to  purchaser  at  probate  sale, 
385-388 

Corepresentatives,  see  infra,  Joint 
executors  and  administratora 

Corporations  — 
Capacity  to  act  aa  exeentoi  or  ad- 
ministrator, 50 
Situs  of  stock  as  assets,  439 

Costs  — 
Actions  in  forma  pauperis,  298 
Actions  on  decedent's  transactions, 
296 

Allowance  to  parties  in  will  con- 
test, 238 

DefaiUt  judgment  against  repre- 
sentative, 297 

Probate  of  wiU,  235 

Representative's  liability  as  de- 
fendant, 297 
Connsel  fees,  see  supra.  Attorneys 

at  law 

Courts  (see  also  in&a,  Jurisdietion 
in  matters  of  administration)  — 

Allowance  of  elaims  agsinst  es- 
tate, 199-201 

Control  over  persooal  representa- 
tives, 131-132 

Correcting  errors  in  decrees,  187 

Discretion  as  to  revocation  <^  let- 
ters, 97,  99 

Exdusiveness  of  jurisdietion  of 
probate  courts,  73 

Jurisdiction  of  action  <«  admin- 
istration bond,  312 


EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTRA- 
TORS —  contmwd 
Courts  —  continued 
Jurisdiction  of  probate  court  as 

to  claims  against  estate,  278 
Jurisdiction  over  accounts,  181 
Probate  courts  as  of  limited  or 
general  jurisdiction,  54,  62-64 
Revocation  of  letters,  96 
Covenants  — 
Action  against  representative  on 

decedent's  covenants,  279 
Action  by  representative  on  eove- 

nants  to  decedent,  276 
Personal  liability  of  representa- 
tives individually,  168 
Creditors  — 
Actions  on  administration  bonds, 
311 

Actions  to  set  aside  fraadoleut 

eonveyances,  274 
Foreign  creditors'  rights,  437 
Inventory  listing  creditors,  104 
Recovery  of  assets  by  creditors, 

270 

Representation  by  executor  or  ad- 
ministrator, 24 
Right  to  administer,  39 
Right  to  compel  administration,  28 
Creditor's  bill  to  settle  decedent's 

estate,  67 
Credits,  see  supra.  Accounting 
Criminals  as  disqusdiSed,  47 
Crops  as  assets,  124-125 
Death  — 
Administrator's  right  to  sue  before 

giving  bond,  58 
Compromise  of  cause  of  action  for 

wrongful  death,  202 
Discharge  of  joint  contractor,  206 
Extension  of  period  of  statute  of 

limitetiona,  210-211 
Jnrisdictional  facts,  88-93 
liens  as  impaired  by  death  of 

debtor,  207 
Presumption  of  death,  89 
Right  of  action  as  asset  for  joris- 

dictional  purposes,  72 
Right  of  person  causing  death  to 
resist  appointment  of  adminis- 
trator, 59 
Statutes  authorizing  determination 
of  death,  91 
De  bonis  non,  see  supra,  Administra- 
tors de  bonis  non 
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EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTRA- 
TOB.S  — continued 
Debts  as  necesaitatuig  administra^ 
tioDf  28 

Debts  of  decedents  (see  also  infraf 
Sale  of  real  estate  for  payment 

of  debts)  — 

Allowance  to  widow  as  debt  of  de- 
cedent, 239 

Charge  on  realty,  127 

Funeral  expenses,  222-227 

Inheritance  taxes,  239 

Joint  contracts,  206 

Limitation  of  actions,  210-222 

Partnership  creditors,  204 

Personalty  as  primary  fund,  126 

Preferences,  254-258 

Presentation   and   allowance  of 
claims,  189-215 

Priorities,  254-258 

Priority  of  assets  in  payment  of 
debts,  126-128 

Probate  fees,  235 

Promise  by  repreaentative  to  pay 
claim,  218 

Proof  in  proceedings  to  sell  real 
estate,  338-343 

Retainer    by    representative  of 
claims  against  decedent,  203 

Subrogation  on  payment  of  claims 
with  individual  funds,  221 
Decrees  (see  also,  infra.  Distribu- 
tion) — 

Allowance  of  claim  as  quashing 

judgment,  200 
Correction  of  errors,  187 

Deeds,  see  supra.  Conveyances;  in- 
fra, Sale  of  real  estate 

Delay  in  applying  for  appointment, 
51-53 

Delegation  — 

Power  of  sale,  404 
Power  to  name  executor,  32 
Right  to  letters  of  administration, 
32 

Demwd  before  suit  against  estate, 

278 

Descent  and  distribution,  see  infra, 

Heirs 

Desertion  as  affecting  right  to  ad- 
minister deceased  spouse's  estate, 
36 

Devastavit  — 
Definition,  173 

Joint  representatives'  liability,  411 
Liability  of  repiesentatiTe,  173 


EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTRA- 
TORS —  eontimud 
Devastavit — continued 
Payment  of  legacy  out  of  inaot 
vent  estate,  252 
Devisees  as  entitled  to  administer, 
38 

Diligence  required  of  perstmal  repre- 
sentatives, 133 
Discharge  of  representative  (see  also 
infria,  Revocation  of  letters)  — 
Accounting  required  before  dis- 
charge, 102 
Conclusivoiess  of  discharge,  103 
Impeachment  for  frand  or  mia- 

take,  103 
Setting  aside  discharge,  103 
Discovery  of  assets,  270  . 
Discretionary  power  to  revoke  let- 
ters, 99 

Discretion  in  appointment  of  admin- 
istrator, 42 
Dishonesty  as  disqualification,  47 
Dismissal  of  executor  or  adminis- 
trator, see  infra,  Revocation  of 
letters 

Distinction  between  executors  and 
trustees,  21 

Distributees,  see  infra.  Next  of  kin 

Distribntion  of  estate 

Appeal  from  final  decree,  187 
Ascertainment  of  distributees,  183 
Compelling  distribution,  183 
Decree  of  distribution,  183-184 
Duty  to  distribute,  182 
Erroneous  payments,  251 
Notice  to  next  of  kin,  185 
Recovery  of  distributive  share  by 

action,  282 
Termination   of  representative's 
office,  183 

Distributive  share  as  subject  to  right 
of  retainer,  245-247 

Divorce  as  affecting  right  to  ad- 
minister deceased  spouse's  estate, 
36 

Dower  interest  purchased  by  repre- 
sentative, 365 

Duties  of  representativea,  see  infra. 
Powers,  duties  and  liabilitieB  of 
representatives 

Ejectment  by  executor  or  adminis- 
trator, 275 

Election  of  remedies  against  de- 
cedent's estate,  198 
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EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTEA- 
TORS  —  continued 

Election  to  sue  in  individual  or  rep- 
resentative capacity,  287 

Eminent  domain,  damages  as  assets, 
108 

Equitable  conversion  by  power  of 

sale,  403 
Equity  — 

Adequacy  o£  remedy  in  probate 
court,  65 

Administration  bonds  as  enforce- 
able in  equity,  312 

Advice  and  instruction  to  personal 
representatives,  132 

Concurrent  jurisdiction  of  pro- 
bate courts,  61 

Creditor's  bill  to  settle  decedent^s 
estate,  67 

Fraud  as  grolind  of  equity  juris- 
diction, 66 

Insolvent  estates  as  subject  to 
equity  jurisdiction,  248 

Joint  dchtor's  liability  enforceable 
in  equity,  206 

Jurisdiction  in  matters  of  admin- 
istration, 60-62,  64-69 

Jurisdiction  to  construe  will,  65 

Receivership  of  decedent's  estate, 
68 

Recovery  of  assets  in  equity,  269 
Restraining  arbitration  by  execu- 
tor, 201 
Surcharging  accounts,  188 
Equity  of  redemption  as  assets^  124 
Escheat  as  ground  for  administra- 
tion, 51 
Estoppel  — 

Administration  sales,  389-392 
Denial  of  validity  of  appointment, 
79 

Ezelusiveness  of  jurisdiction,  73 
Execution  sale  to  representative,  364 
Executors  (see  also  supra,  Appoint- 
ment; infra,  Powers,  duties  and 
liabilities  of  representatives)  — 
Bond  required  of  exeeutw,  298- 
299 

Bond  to  pay  debts  and  legacies  in 

lieu  of  inventory,  104 
Common-law  origin  of  offlee,  20 
Definition,  19 

Distinction  between  executors  and 

trustees,  21 
Duty  to  probate  will,  53 
Guardians  distinguished,  25 


EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTRA- 
TORS —  continued 
Executors  —  continued 

Letters  testamoitary  as  conferring 

authority,  18 
Nonresidence  as  ground  for  re- 
moval, 100 
Powers  as  compared  with  adminis- 
trator, 20 
Powers  before  probate  of  will, 
128-130 

Probate  of  will  as  essential  to 
executor's  authority,  27 

Public  officers,  18 

Renunciation,  93 

Trust  character,  18,  19,  21-25 

Will  as  source  of  executor's  au- 
thority, 18 
Executors  de  son  tort  — 

Acts  constituting  relation,  457- 
460 

Acts  of  kindness  or  charity,  459 
Creation  of  liability,  457-460 
Definition,  456 

Effect  of  appointment  of  wrong- 
ful representative  464 

Heir  intermeddling  with  estate, 
460 

Intermeddling  with  estate,  457- 

460 

Liabilities,  461^64 
Payment  of  debts,  463 
Powers,  461-464 

Widow  intermeddling  with  estate, 
460 

Exoneration  of  real  estate  out  of 
personalty,  162 

Family  settlement  as  dispensing  with 
administration,  28 

Family  settlements  in  lien  of  ad- 
ministration, 29 

Fees,  see  supra.  Attorneys  at  law; 
Compensation  of  ezeeators  and 
administrators 

Fidelity  in  performance  of  dutieB, 
134 

Foreign  and  ancillary  administrators 

Accountability  as  to  transmitted 
estates,  442 

Actions  against  foreign  represen- 
tatives, 450-452 

Actions  by  foreign  representatives, 
447-450 

Actions  for  legacies  in  ancillary 
jurbdiction,  446 
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EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTRA- 
TORS —  continued 
Foreign  and  aocillar;  administratoTB 
—  continued 
Allowance  of  claime,  442-444 
Ancillary  administration  for  col- 
lection of  assets,  435 
Assets  in  foreign  jurisdietiona, 
432-441 

Assignment  of  foreign  assets,  449 
Collection  of  a^ts  beyond  joris- 

diction,  433 
Collection  of  assets  as  necessitat- 
ing ancillary  representative,  435 
Conflict  of  laws,  444r445 
Corporate  stock  as  local  assets, 
439 

Creditors  in  foreign  jarisdiction, 
437 

Disi)osal  of  assets,  441-447 
Distinction   between  domicUiary 

and   ancillary  administration, 

429 

Domiciliary  representative's  right 
to  ancillary  letters,  431 

Equity  jurisdiction  over  foreign 
executors,  67 

Insolvency  as  affecting  payment 
of  claims  444 

Jarisdiction  to  appoint  ancillary 
administrator,  439 

Ijaw  of  domicil  as  governing  dia- 
tribution,  444 

Law  of  forum  as  governing  ad- 
ministration, 444 

Legacies  payable  in  ancillary  pro- 
ceedings, 446 

Local  letters  as  essential  to  right 
to  sue,  448 

Mortgages  in  o^er  states,  440 

Nature  of  domiciliary  administra- 
tion, 429 

Payment  made  to  foreign  repre- 
sentative, 434 

Payment  of  claims,  442-444 

Payment  of  legacies  in  ancillary 
proceedings,  446 

Power  over  assets  in  other  juris- 
dictions, 432-441 

Powers  of  ancillary  administra- 
tors, 430 

Privity  as  affecting  allowance  of 
claims,  443 

Privity  between  domiciliary  and 
ancUlary  representativeB,  431 


EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTRA- 
TORS —  continued 
Foreign  and  ancillary  administrators 

—  contimted 
Real  estate  as  necessitating  aoeil- 

laiy  administration,  440 
Rig^t  of  foreign  state  to  compel 

ancillary  administration,  436 
Situs  of  assets,  439 
Territorial  limitation  of  anthority, 

432 

Title  of  ancillary  administrator  to 

local  assets,  438 
Title  of  foreign  representatives, 

432-433 

Transmission  of  assets  to  domidl, 
441 

Voluntary  payment  to  foreign 
representative,  434 
Forfeitures  for  acts  of  representa- 
tives, 172 
Forma  pauperis  actions,  298 
Fraud  — 

Ground  for  revoking  letters,  97 
Ground  of  equity  jarisdiction,  66 
Impeachment   of  discbai^  for 

fraud,  103 
Inadequacy  of  price  as  evidoice  of 

fraud,  374 
Misrepresentations  by  representa- 
tive as  binding  estate,  172 
Sales  as  affected  by  represent- 
ative's fraud,  352-354 
Setting  aside  sales  on  ground  of 

fraud,  372-376 
Surcharging  Meonnts  for  frand, 
188 

Survivability  of  cause  of  action 

for  fraud,  171 
Fraadalent  conveyances  — 
Aetims  by  creditors,  274 
Avoidanee  by  adminisbmtor  de 

bonis  non,  425 
Insolvency  of  estate  as  affecting 

representative's  right,  273 
Property  fraudulently  conveyed  as 

assets,  110  ■ 
Representative's  right  to  impeach, 

271 

Statutory  avoidance,  274 
Freemasons,  right  to  administer  de- 
ceased mason's  estate,  40 
Friendship  as  giving  right  to  ad- 
minister, 40 
Funeral  expenses  — 
Amount  of  allowance,  22lr-225 
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EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTEA- 
TORS  — eontmtf«d 
Funeral  expenses  —  continued 
Dnty  to  bury  decedent,  222 
Flowers  as  proper  item,  224 
Hems  allowable,  224r-22S 
Inability  of  estate,  223 
Married  woman,' 
Minor  children,  226 
Monuments  as  proper  expeuditore, 
226 

Next  of  kin  as  entitled  to  right 

of  burial,  222 
Priority  of  paymoit,  255 
Reasonableness  of  allowance,  225 
Tombstones  as  proper  expenditure, 

226 

Transportation  of  corpse  to  .plaee 

of  burial,  225 
Vaults  for  burial,  227 

Ganushment  as  di8s<dTed  by  de- 
fendant's death,  283 

Gifts  as  assets,  10ft 

Good  faith  in  performanoe  of  duties, 
134 

Guardian  and  ward  — 

Executor  distinguished  from  testa- 
mentary guardian,  25 
Executor  or  administrator  acting 
as  guardian,  26 
Heira  (see  also  infra.  Next  of  kin) 

Estoppel  to  deny  validity  of  ad- 
ministration sales,  391 

Interest  in  personalty  as  affecting 
representative's  title,  153-156 

Parties  to  actions  involving  realty, 

Pleading  statute  of  limitations, 

222 

Purchase  of  heir's  interest  by  rep- 
resentative, 365 

^presentation  by  executor  or  ad- 
ministrator, 24 

Right  to  sue  as  to  decedent's  real- 
ty, 275 

Title  to  realty,  155 
Homestead  as  assets,  121 
Husband  and  wife  (see  also  infra. 
Harried  women)  — 

Allowance  to  widow,  230-242 

Bigamy  as  affecting  right  of  ad- 
ministration, 36 

Divorce  or  deserticm  as  affecting 
right  of  administration,  36 


EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTRA- 
TORS —  contiii««d 
Husband  and  wife  —  eontinutd 
Husband's   liabili^   for  wife's 

funeral  expenses,  225 
Married  women  as  uecnttHrs  or 

administrators,  43-45 
Nomination  of  administratw  of 

deceased  spouse's  estate,  33 
Priority  in  right  of  administra- 
tion, 3S 

Probate  fees  as  chargeable  against 
estate  of  married  woman,  235 
Inioranee  as  disqualification,  48 
IiUteraey  as  disqualification,  48 
ImmoraUty  as  disqualification,  47 
Immunity  from  action  for  benefit  of 

estate,  214 
Improvidence  as  disqualification,  ^ 
Inadequacy  of  price  as  evidence  of 

fraud,  374 
Incapacity  as  ground  for  revoking 

letters,  100 
Indebtedness  to  estate  as  disqualifi- 
cation, 49 
Infants — 
Administration  of  infants'  estates, 
29 

Competency  to  act  as  eneutor  or 

administrator,  45 
Estoppel  to  deny  validity  of  ad- 
ministration sue,  392 
Notice  of  proceedings  to  sell  real 
estate,  325 
Inberitanee   taxes   as  enforceable 

against  estate^  239 
Injunction  against  arbitration  of 

claims,  201 
In  rem  proceedings,  54,  76 
Insanity  as  disqculification,  49 
Insolvency  as  disqualification,  48 
Insolvent  estates— 
Administration  *of  insolvent  es- 
tates, 247 
Contest  of  claims  by  creditors,  248 
Equity  jurisdiction,  248 
Erroneous  payment  to  next  of 
kin,  251 

Fraudulent  conveyances  avoidable 
by  representative,  27 

Payment  of  l^racies  by  represent- 
ative, 252 

I^ymenta  to  creditors,  251 

Proratiug  of  claims,  248 

Recovery  of  amount  paid  legatees, 
252 
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EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTBA- 
Tons  —  continued 
Insolvent  estates  —  continued 
Befunding  bonds  to  secure  repre- 
sentative, 253 
Refunding  payments,  249-250 
Reimbursement  of  representative 
of  distributees,  249 
Insurance  — 
Assets  of  assured's  estate,  111 
Duty  of  representative  to  insure 
property,  159 
Intemperance  as  disqualification,  49 
Interest  — 

Chaise  for  misfeasance,  148 
Claims  against  estate  as  bearing 

interest,  203 
Delayed  investments,  147 
Interest  in  estate  as  giving  right 

to  administer,  40 
Intestacy  as  prerequisite  to  grant  of 

administration,  87 
Intoxicating  liquors,  license  as  as- 
sets, 109 
Inventory  — 
Admission  of  receipt  of  property, 
106 

Appraisement  included,  104 
Attachment  to  compel  filing,  105 
Bond  to  pay  debts  and  legacies  in 

lieu  of  inventory,  104 
Breach  oC  bond  by  failure  to  file 

inventory,  307 
Citation  to  file  inventory,  105 
Compelling  filing   of  inventory, 

105 

Condition  of  bond  for  filing  in- 
ventory, 57 

Contents,  104, 105 

Creditors  listed  in  inventory,  104 

Duty  to  file  inventory,  104 

Evidentiary  value,  106 

False  inventory  as  ground  for  re- 
voking letters,  97 

Items,  104,  105 

Mistakes   corrected   by  probate 

court,  106 
Omissions,  106-107 
Record  of  probate  court,  106 
Revocation  of  letters  for  failure 

to  make  inventory,  97 
Time  of  filing,  104 
Investments  — 

Changing  investments,  143 
Duties  as  to  investments,  143 
Government  bonds,  144 


EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTEA- 
TORS  —  continued 
Investments  —  continued 
Interest  on  delayed  investments, 
147 

Judicial  authority  to  make  invest- 
ments, 147 

Limitation  of  liability,  147 

Mortgages,  145-146 

Personid  security,  145 

Real  estate  security,  145 

Securities  proper  for  investment, 
144 

Stocks  and  bonds  of  private  cor- 
porations, 144 
Testamentary  direction  as  to  in- 
vestments, 146 
Ircegularities  as  ground  o£.  attack, 
88 

Joinder  of  causes  of  action  in  dif- 
ferent capacities,  290 

Joint  contracts  as  enforceable 
against  survivor,  206 

Joint  executors  and  administra- 
tors — 

Action  on  co-ezeeator*s  bond,  312- 
313 

Actions  between  corepresentatives, 
416 

Actions  by  joint  representatives, 

414 

Acts  of  one  as  binding  others,  403 
Approval  of  associate's  acts,  411 
Assets  delivered  to  joint  repre- 
sentative, 412 
Bonds  given  jointly  or  severally, 
415 

Compensation,  232 

Equality  of  control,  406 

Equality  of  title,  406 

Expectancy  or  unexpectancy  of 
joint  administration,  58 

Inactivity  as  affecting  liability, 
409-411 

Joinder  in  pleading,  414 

Joinder  in  sales  of  decedent's 
property,  354-358 

Joint  account  as  admission  of  lia- 
bility, 413 

Joint  receipt  as  affecting  liability, 
412 

Liability  for  acts  of  corepresenta- 
tive,  416 

Liability  for  acts  of  each  other, 
409-414 
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EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTEA- 
TORS  —  continued 
Scant  execDtors  and  adminiBtratois 
—  continued 
Ifntoal  liability  as  between  co- 
representatives,  414 
Neglecting  to  prevent  devastavit, 
411 

Participation  aa  imposing  liabil- 
ity, 411 

Power  to  grant  joint  letters,  68 
Renunciation  by  co-ezecntar,  93, 
95 

Single  entity  of  joint  representa- 
tives, 405. 
Survival  of  powers,  407-409 
Survivorship  as  to  powers  of  sale, 
357 

Trustees  distinguished,  405 
Unity  of  joint  representatives, 
405 

Judge's  disquali0cation  as  ground  of 

cdlateral  attack,  81 
Judgments  (see  also  supra,  Decrees; 
infra,  Res  judicata)  — 
Action  on  administration  bond, 
314-316 

Action  on  jndo^ent  in  favor  of 
foreign  representative,  449 

Confession  of  judgment  by  repre- 
sentative, 293 

Conformity  to  capacity  of  defend- 
ant, 294 

Costs  on  default  judgment,  297 

Establishment  of  daim  by  re- 
covery against  representative, 
293 

Failure  to  plead  plene  adminis- 
travit,  293 

Form  of  judgment  to  bind  estate 
only,  295 

Necessity  of  reducing  claim  to 
judgment,  293 

Personal  judgment  against  repre- 
sentative, 294 

Presentation  and  allowance,  207 

Purchase  by  representative  under 
general  execution  sale,  364 
Judicial  sales  distinguished  from 

sales  of  decedent's  realty  under 

order  of  court,  318 
Jurisdiction  (see  also  supra,  Courts) 

Assets  in  connfy,  85 
Choses  in  action  as  assets  for 
jurisdictional  purposes,  72 


EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTRA- 
TORS —  conttntwd 
Jurisdiction  —  eontMud 
Common-law  courts,  60 
Concurrent  jnrisdicUon  of  probate 

and  equity  courts,  61 
Courts  in  United  States,  60 
Death  as  jurisdictional  &ct,  84, 

88-93 
Domiciliary  courts,  69 
Ecclesiastical  courts,  60 
Equity  jurisdiction,  60-62,  64-69 
Erroneous  finding  of  jurisdiction- 
al facts,  76-78 
Exclusiveness  of  ^jurisdiction,  73 
Facts  giving  jurisdiction  general- 
ly, 84 

General  jurisdiction  of  probate 
courts,  63 

Intestacy  of  decedent,  87 

Local  jurisdiction,  69-74 

Location  of  assets,  70 

Limited  jurisdiction  of  probate 
courts,  62 

Orphans'  courts,  60-64 

Probate  courts,  60-64 

Residence  of  decedent,  84 

Revocation  of  letters,  96 

Right  of  action  for  death  as  as-' 
set,  72 

Situs  of  assets,  70-72 

Surrogate's  courts,  60-64 
Laches  as  affecting  right  to  set  aside 

sale,  370-372 
Landlord   and  tenant,   see  infra, 

Leases 

Lapse  of  time  before  application  for 

letters,  51-53 
Larceny  of  assets,  174 
Leases  — 
Assets  for  payment  of  lessees 

debts,  124 
Power  to  lease  decedent's  realty, 
157-158 

Legacies  and  devises  (see  also  infra, 
Wills)  — 

Assent  to  legacy,  243 

Assignment  of  legacy  as  affecting 
right  of  retainer,  246 

Capacity  of  legatee  to  aecept,  243 

Compensation  for  representative's 
services,  230 

Estoppel  of  legatees  to  deny  va- 
lidity of  administration  sale, 
391 
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EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTRA- 
TORS —  continued 
Legacies  and-  devises  —  continued 
Lien  on  legacy  for  debt  due  estate, 
246 

Ldmitation  of  action  to  recover 

legacy,  242 
Payment  of  legacies,  242 
Presumption  of  payment,  243 
Promise  by  representative  to  pay 

legacy,  244 
Recovery  of  legacy  by  action,  282 
Refunding  bond  required  of  1^- 

atees  and  distributees,  253 
Refunding  legacies  to  pay  debts, 

249 

Representation  of  legatees  by 
executor  or  administrator,  284 

Retainer  against  debtor-  legatee, 
245 

Sale  of  real  estate  for  payment 

of  legacies,  317 
Services  as  paid  by  legacy,  208 
Set-off  against  debtor  legatee,  245 

ijegal  representative  as  denoting 
executor  or  administrator,  18 

Legal  services  rendered  by  repre- 
sentative, 230,  231 
*    Legatees  as  aititled  to  administer, 
38 

Letters  testamentary  or  of  adminis- 
tration (see  also  supra.  Ap- 
pointment) — 

Absentee's  estate,  51 

Effect  as  to  executor's  authority, 
18 

Failure  to  give  bond  as  ground  of 

collateral  attack,  57 
Joint  letters,  68 

Petition,  51 

Presumption  of  regularity,  78 
Relation  back  of  letters,  131 
Time  of  granting  letters,  51 

Liabilities  of  executors  and  adminis- 
trators, see  infra.  Powers,  duties 
and  liabilities  of  representatives 

Liens  — 

Legacy  as  subject  to  lien  for  debt 
due  to  testator,  246 

Presentation  and  allowance  of  lien 
cVums,  207 

Purchaser's  right  to  lien  on  setting 
aside  sale,  379 

Redemption  by  pergonal  repre- 
sentative, 160-163 


EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTRA- 
TORS —  continued 
Liens  —  continued 
Sale  of  real  estate  under  order  of 
court  as  divesting  liens,  345 
Limitation  of  actions  — 
Actions  against  executors  or  ad- 
ministrators, 213 
Actions  by  administrator  de  bonia 

non  against  predecessor,  428 
Actions  by  representatives,  266 
Death  of  debtor  as  extending  time, 
210-211 

Discretion  as  to  pleading  statute, 
216-219 

Heir's  right  to  plead  statute,  222 
Lapse  of  statutory  period  before 

giving  bond,  58 
Pleading  statute,  292 
Promise  to  pay  debt  as  waiver  of 

statute,  218 
Recovery  of  legacies,  242 
Rejection  of  claim  as  starting  stat- 
ute, 214 

Revival  of  dd>t  testamentary 

provision,  197 
Short  statute  of  limitations,  210- 

215 

Temporazy  immunity  from  action, 
214 

Waiver  by  personal  representa- 
tive, 215-222 
Waiver  of  statute,  215-222 
Living  persons, see  supra.  Absentees; 

Collateral  attack 
Loans  to  representatives,  171,  349 
Local  assets  as  essential  to  jurisdic- 
tion, 86 

Marriage  as  revocation  of  letters, 
100 

Married  women  (see  also  supra,  Hoft- 
band  and  wife)  — 
Estoppel  of  widow  to  deny  valid- 
ity of  administration  sale,  391 
Marriage  as  ground  for  revoking 

letters,  100 
Purchase  of  dower  interest  by  rep- 
resentative, 365 
Right  to  resign  letters  of  adminis- 
tration, 100 
Marshalling  assets,  126-128,  204 
Master  and  servant,  presentation  and 
allowance  of  claim  for  wages,  208 
Mining    assets    witti  indtvidiul 

debts,  174 
Minors,  see  supra.  Infants 
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EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTRA- 
TORS —  cow(t««ed 
Misconduct  as  forfeiture  or  reduc- 
tion of  eompenBationt  229 
Mismanagement  as  ground  for  r^ 

Yoking  letteis,  97 
Mistake  — 
Correcting  errors  tn  accounts,  187 
Correction  of  mistaice  in  inven- 

toiy,  1Q6 
Impeachment  of  discharge  for  mis- 
take, 103 
Monument  as  chargeable  against  de- 

eeased*8  estate  ziii 
Mortgages  — 
Ancillary -administration  in  regard 

to  mortgages,  440 
Covenants  as  binding  representa- 
tives individually,  168 
Foreclosure  by  representative,  258 
Presentation   and   allowance  of 

mortgf^  debt,  207 
Redemption  by  perscmal  repre- 
sentative, 161 
Necessity  tor  administration  — 
Circumstances  avoiding  neeecsily, 
27 

Debts  as  necontating  administra- 
tion, 28 

Family  settlemeat  as  dispensing 

with  administration,  28 
Family  settlements,  in  lien  at  ad- 
ministration, 29 
General  rule,  27 
Minors'  estates,  20 
Partnerdiip  estates,  30 
Value  of  estate,  28 
N^lect  of  dniy  as  forfeiture  or  re- 
duction of  compensation,  229 
Negligence  as  ground  for  revoking 

letters,  97 
Negotiable  instruments,  see  supra. 

Bills  and  notes 
Next  of  kin  (see  also  supra,  Distri- 
bution of  estate;  Heirs)  — 
Actions  on  administration  bonds, 
311 

Distributive  share  as  subject  to  re- 
tainer, 245-247 
Executor  as  trustee  for  next  of 

kin,  22-25 
Nomination  of  administrator,  33 
Objections  to  aeconnts,  180 
Priority  in  right  of  administra- 
tion, 37 


EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTRA- 
TORS —  con/inued 
Next  of  kin  —  eontimud 
Recovery  of  assets  by  next  of  kin, 

270 

Representation  by  executor  or  ad- 
ministrator, 284 
Nomination  of  administrators,  33,  36 
Nonclaim  statutes,  210-215 
Nonresidenoe  as  ground  for  revok- 
ing letters,  100 
Nonresident  as  executor  or  adminia- 

trator,  45-46 
Notice  — 
Accounting,  185 
Application  for  letters,  53-54 
Distribution  of  estate,  185^  186 
Presoitation  of  claims  against  es- 
tate, 191 
Proceedings  to  sell  real  estate, 
322-325 

OfScial  character  of  executors  and 

administrators,  18 
Orphans'  Courts,  see  snpra,  Jurisdio- 

tion  in  matters  of  adm^iistration 
Outlaws  as  disqualified,  47 
Parent  as  liable  for  funeral  expenses 

of  ehUd,  226 
Parties  to  actions  — 

Actions  involving  real  estate,  284 

Capacity  to  sue,  285 

Contesting  appointment,  58 

Defendant's  capacity  to  be  sued, 
289 

Election  to  sue  in  individual  or 
representative  capacity,  287 

Individual  or  representative  ca- 
pacity, 286 

Joinder  of  canaee  in  different  ca- 
pacities, 290 

Plaintiffs  capacity  to  sue,  288 

Pleading  and  proof  of  capacity, 
285-290 

Representation  of  beneficiaries  by 
executor  or  administrator,  284 
Partition  as  affecting  sale  for  pay- 
ment of  debts,  346 
Partnership  — 
Administration  of  partnenhip  es- 
tates, 30 

Claims  against  estate  of  deceased 

partner,  204 
Continuity  business  under  agree* 

ment  or  will,  139 
Marshalling  assets,  204 
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EXECUTORS  AND  ADHINISTfiA- 
TORS  —  eonimuBd 
pBitnerabip  —  continued 
Surviving  partner's  right  to  col- 
lect Snn  assets,  263 
Winding  up  partnership  bnsiBeBS, 
137 

Payment  of  claims,  see  supra,  Debts 
of  decedents ;  infra,  Powers,  duties 
and  liabilities  of  representatives; 
Presentation  and  allowance  of 
claims 
Personal  Property  — 
Discbarge   of   incumbrances  on 

realty,  162 
Heirs'  interest  as  aiifecting  repre- 
sentative's title,  153 
Pledge  by  representative,  349 
Primary  fund  for  payment  of 

debts,  126 
Title  of  representative,  152-154, 
347 

Personal  unfitness  as  ground  for  re- 
voking letters,  99 

Persons  entitled  to  administer  Con- 
Buls,  42 
Creditors,  39 
Devisees,  38 

Discretion  as  to  appointment,  42 
Friendship  to  decedent  as  giving 

right,  40 
Husband  or  wife,  35 
Interest  in  estate  as  giving  right^ 

40 

Legatees,  38 
Next  of  kin,  37 

Nominee  of  person  entitled,  36 

Public  administrator,  41 
Petition  for  letters  testamentary  or 

of  administration,  51 
Pleas  — 

Pleading  statute  of  frauds,  292 

Pleading  statute  of  limitatitnUf 
292 

General  issae,  292 

Judgment  on  failure  to  plead 

plene  administravit,  203 
Ne  unques  executor  or  adminie- 

trator,  292 
Plea  in  abatement,  292 
Plene  administravit,  2Q0-292 
Pledge  of  assets  by  representative, 
340 

Poverty  as  disqualification,  48 


EXECUTORS  AND  ADMIKISTRA- 
TORS  —  continued 
Powers,  duties  and  liabilitiee  of  rep- 
resentatives (see  also  supra,  Ae- 
eounting)  — 
Accountability  for  use  and  occu- 
pation, 158 
Admissions  as  to  liabilibr  of  estate, 
215 

Adviee  and  instruction  of  court, 
132 

Agent's  acts  as  cbai^;eaUe  i^fftinst 

representative,  174 
Arbitration  of  claims  against  e»- 

tate,  201 
Assent  to  legacy,  243 
Attorneys  employed  in  probate 

proceedings,  237 
Bank  failures  as  imposing  liabil- 
ity, 149-151 
Benetit  to  estate  as  affecting  tort 

liability,  172 
Bills  and  notes  as  binding  repre- 
sentative individually,  169 
Borrowing  money  for  estate,  171 
Borrowing  money  on  pledge  of 

assets,  349 
Burglaries  by  third  persons,  174 
Burial  of  decedent,  222-227 
Business  of  deced«it,  135-142 
Care  required,  133 
Compromise   of  claims  against 

estate,  202 
Confession  of  judgment,  293 
Contracts  of  decedent,  163-165 
Contracts   of  representative  aa 

binding  estate,  165 
Control  of  court  over  representa- 
tives, 131-132 
Conversion  of  assets,  174 
Covenants  in  deeds  and  mortgages, 
168 

Deposit  of  funds  in  bank,  149- 
151 

Diligence  required,  133 

Discretion  as  to  pleadii^  statute 
of  limitations,  216-219 

Duty  to  collect  assets,  267 

Duty  to  plead  statute  of  limita- 
tions, 215 

Duty  to  sue,  259 

Failure  to  collect  assets,  268 

Failure  to  plead  statute  (kC  limtt^ 
tions,  215 

Fidelity  to  duties,  134 
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EXECUT0R8  AND  ADIONISI^- 
TORS  —  eonfuHMd 
Powen,  duties  and  liabilities  of  rep- 

Tesentatives  —  oottimited 
Good  faith  in  performance  of 

duties,  134 
Insurance  of  propextyi  159 
Interest  on  fnnds,  147-ltf 
Investments,  143-149 
Larceny  by  third  persons,  174 
Lobs  of  assets,  174 
Measure  of  earo  and  dili^ce^  133 
IfingUng  assets  with  individoal 

funds,  174 
Hisappropriation  of  assets,  174 
Uisfeasances   of  representative, 

171-175 

Payment  of  distributive  share  to 
person  not  entitled,  251 

Payment  of  legacies,  242-247 

Personal  UabiBty  for  attomey'i 
fees,  235 

Personal  liability  on  promise  to 
pay  decedent's  debts,  218-221 

Personal  liability  on  promise  to 
pay  legacy,  244 

Pledge  of  personalty,  349 

Probate  of  will  as  source  of  execu- 
tor's authority,  128-130 

Profits  from  use  of  assets^  174 

Promise  to  pay  claim  barred  by 
limitation,  218 

Purchase  of  decedent's  property 
by  representative,  358-366 

Ratification  of  void  transactions, 
218 

Redemption  of  liens,  160-163 
Relation  back  of  letters  of  admin- 
istration, 130 
Release  of  claims  against  estate, 

202 

Renewal  of  notes  and  bonds  of 

decedent,  170 
Repair  of  decedent's  property,  159 
Retainer  of  claims  due  representa- 
tive, 203 

Retainer  of  legacy  to  satisfy  debt, 
245 

Risking  assets  in  trade,  136 
Subrogation  on  payment  of  claims 

with  individual  fiuds,  221 
Taxes  on  decedent's  estate,  160 
Theft  of  assete,  174 
Title  to  property,  152-163 
Torts  and  misfeasances,  171-175 
R.  C.  U  Vol.  XI.— 76. 


EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTRA- 
TORS —  continued 
Powers,  duties  and  liabilities  of  rep- 
resentatives —  eontinmed 
Unauthorised  acts  as  binding  es- 
tate, 172-173 
Use  and  ooeapation  of  realtyi  158 
Waiver  of  statute  of  limitations, 

215-222 
Winding  up  business,  135 
Preferences  in  payment  of  debts, 
254-258 

Presentation  and  allowance  of  claims 

Action  as  equivalent  to  pzesemta- 

tion,  192 
Affidavits  of  claim,  195 
Affidavits  to  claims,  195 
Allowance  by  court,  199 
Allowance  by  representative,  '198 
Amendment  of  claims,  198 
Ancillary  administration,  442-444 
Arbitration  of  claims,  201 
Claims  barred  by  statute  of  limi- 
tations, 210 
Claims  defined,  190 
Claims  referred  to  in  will,  197 
Claims  requiring  presentation,  193 
Commencement  of  action  as  pres- 
entation, 192 
Compromise  of  claims,  202 
Contingent  claims,  205 
Credits  on  claim  presented,  194 
Demands    as   synonymous  with 

debts,  181 
Election  of  remedies,  198 
Failure  to  present  claims,  212 
Formal  presentation  as  essential, 
192 

Form  of  presentation,  194 
Interest  on  claims,  203 
Judgments,  207 
Lien  claims,  193-194,  207 
Mode  of  presentation,  194 
Mortgage  claims,  207 
Notice  to  present  claims,  191 
Partnership  claims,  204 
Physician's  bill  as  requiring  pres* 

entf^on,  193 
Proof  of  claims,  195 
Relative's  Claims  for  services,  208- 

210 

Servants^  claims,  208 
Set-o£k  against  claim  presented, 
194 
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EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTRA- 
TORS —  continued 
Presentation  and  allowanee  of  claims 

—  continued 
Statate  of  frauds  as  applicable  to 

claims  against  decedent,  196 
Statutes  of  nondaim,  210-215 
Statutory  provisions,  102 
Taxes  on  estate  as  requirii^  pres- 

entation,  103 
Testamentary  recog;mtion  of  claim, 

197 

Verification  of  claims,  195 
Wages,  208 

What  are  debts  and  claims,  100 
Presumptions  — 

Gratuitous  character  of  services 
rendered  by  relative,  209 

Payment  of  legacies,  243 

^iegularity  in  grant  of  letters,  78 

Sale  of  real  estate  under  order  of 
court,  395-397 
Principal  and  agent,  administrator 

as  agent,  19 
Priority  in  payment  of  debts,  254- 

258 

Priority  in  right  of  administra- 
tion — 
Common-law  rule,  34  ' 
Creditors,  39 
Devisees,  38 

Friendship  to  decedent,  40 
Husband  and  wife,  35 
Interest  in  estate,  40 
Legatees,  38 
Next  of  kin^  37 

Nominee's  right  of  priority,  36 
Public  administrators,  41 
Statutory  priorities,  34 

Privity  between  decedent  and  per- 
sonal representative,  10 

Probate,  see  infra.  Wills 

Probate  conrUi,  see  supra,  Courts; 
Jarisdictions  in  matters  of  admin- 
istration 

Probate  sales,  see  infra,  Sale  of  real 

estate  under  order  of  court 
Public  administrators  — 
Additional  bond,  57 
Creation  of  office,  452 
Dutieo,  452-453 
Right  to  apply  for  letters,  41 
Sheriff  as  puUic  administrator,  41 
Publication  of  citation,  56 
Public  land  entry  as  assets,  122 
Pn£Bng  at  probate  salesi  332 


EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTRA- 
TORS —  confrnwed 
Qualiflcation  — 
Bond,  56-58 
Oath  of  office,  56 
Quieting  title  by  representative,  276 
Real  estate  (see  also  infra.  Sale  of 
real   estate  tor  payment  of 
debts)  — 
Accountability  of  representative 

for  use  and  occupation,  158 
Actions  as  to  decedent's  realty, 
275 

Administration  bond  as  covering 

realty,  310 
Ancillary  administration,  440 
Assets  for  payment  of  debts,  118- 

125 

Discharge  of  incumbrances  out  of 
personalty,  162 

Ejectment  by  executor  or  adminis- 
trator, 275 

Enjoining  subletting  of  deceased 
insolvent's  realty,  216-216 

Heir's  right  and  tiUe,  155 

Lease  by  personal  rmresentative, 
157-158 

Parties  to  actions  involving  realty, 

284 

Quieting  title,  276 
Redemption  of  liens,  160-163 
Rents  as  assets,  123 
Repairs  by  representative,  159 
Right  of  representative  to  realty, 
156-163 

Right  of  retainer  as  affecting  real 

estate,  247 
Sale  for  distribution,  317 
Sale  to  pay  legacies,  317 

Beoeivers  to  tak»  charge  of  decedent's 
estate,  68 

Recording  acts  as  affecting  adminis- 
trator's deeds,  387 

Reimbursement  for  claims  paid  with 
individual  funds,  221 

Relation  back  of  letters  of  adminis- 
tration, 131 

Release  of  claims  against  estate,  202 

Removal  of  executor  or  adminis- 
trator, see  infra,  Revoration  of  let- 
ters 

Rmunciation  — 
Actual  renunciation  required,  95 
Administrator's  ririit  to  renounce. 
94 

CoDStmctiTe  rennndation,  96  - 
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BXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTRA- 
TORS —  coMfinwed 
Renunciation  —  continued 
Executor's  right  to  renounce,  93 
Failure  to  take  letters  as  lenanda^ 
tion,  95 

Joint  execnton'  right  to  renounce, 

93 

Methods  of  renunciation,  94 

Revocation  of  renunciation,  94 

Trusteeship  as  affected  hy  re* 
nouncing  executorship,  95 

Writing  as  essential,  95 
Reopening  estate  after  dischai^  of 

administrator,  102 
Repairs,  see  supra,  Real  estate 
Representative  character  — 

Creditors  as  represented  by  execu- 
tor or  administrator,  24 

Decedent  as  represented  by  ad- 
ministrator, 18 

Extent  of  representation,  25 

Legatees  as  represented  by  execu- 
tor or  administrator,  21-25 

Next  of  kin  as  represented  by 
executor  or  administrator,  21- 
25 

Persons  represented  by  executor 
or  adminutrator,  24 
Residence  — 

Jarisdictional  fact,  84 
Nonresidence  as  ground  for  re- 
voking letters,  100 
Resignation  — 
Accounting  on  resignation,  102 
Married  woman's  right  to  resign, 
100 

Right  of  representative  to  resign, 
100 

Surrender  of  assets  on  resigna- 
tion, 102 
Res  judicata  — 
Appointment  of  administrator,  79 
Decree  of  distribution,  184 
Judgment  in  favor  of  principal 
as  inuring  to  benefit  of  sureties, 
303 
Betuner— 
Legacies  and  distributive  shares 
as  subject  to  right  of  retainer, 
245 

Real  estate  subject  to  right  of  re- 
tainer, 247 
Representative's  claim  against  de- 
cedent, 203 
Review  of  accounts,  188 


EXECUTORS  AKD  ADUINISTRA- 
.TORS  —  continued 
Revocation  of  letters  — 
Accounting  on  revocation,  102 
Acts  performed  before  revocation, 
101 

Antagonism  between  representa- 
tive and  beneficiaries,  100 

Appeal  from  refusal  to  xeroke  let- 
ters, 59 

Application,  95 

Discovery  of  will  after  grant  of 

administration,  99 
Discretion  of  court,  97 
Drunkenness  of  representative,  99 
Ex  mero  motu  action  by  eoort, 

95 

Failure  to  file  bond,  97 
Failure  to  make  inventory,  97 
False  inventory  as  ground  for  rev- 
ocation, 97 
Fraud  of  representative,  97 
Grounds  for  revocation,  97-100 
Incapacity  of  representative,  100 
Irregularity  in  granting  of  letters, 
98 

Marriage  of  female  representative, 
100 

Mismanagement  of  estate,  97 
Negligence  of  repr^entative,  97 
Personal  unfitness  of  representa- 
tive, 99 
Persons  entitled  to  apply,  95 
Power  of  court  to  revoke,  96 
Removal  of  representative  from 

jurisdiction,  100 
Setting  aside  probate  of  will,  99 
Surrender  of  assets  on  revocation, 
102 

Time  for  applieation,  95 
Void  letters  as  sabject  to  revoca- 
tion, 98 
Waste  by  representative,  97 
Right  to  administer,  see  supra.  Per- 
son B  entitled  to  administer;  Prior- 
ity in  right  to  administration 
Sale  of  personalty  (see  also  infra. 
Sales  under  power  in  will)  — 
Accounting  for  proceeds,  354 
Application  of  purchase  money, 
354 

Authority  of  representative  to  sell, 
347 

Avoidance  of  sale,  369-376 

Cash  sales,  349 

Caveat  emptor,  350-354,  388 
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EXECUTORS  AMD  ADMINISTRA- 
TORS —  eontuwed 
Sale  of  peTBonalty  —  continued' 
Credit  aaXta,  349 

Defective  title  as  defease  to  ac- 
tion for  purchase  money,  351 

Effect  of  setting  aside  sale,  375 

Fraud  of  representative  as  affect- 
ing sale,  352-^54 

Joint  representatives'  powers  and 
daties,  ^54-358 

Manner  of  sale,  348 

Order  of  court  as  essential,  347 

Private  sale,  343-349 

Property  subject  to  sale,  347 

Public  sale,  348-349 

Purchase  by  executor  or  adminis- 
trator, 358-366 

Purchasers'  rights  and  liabilities, 
350-354 

Setting  aside  sale,  369-376 

Slaves,  350 

Subrogation  on  Totd  sales,  376- 

379 

Title  acquired  by  pnrehaser,  350- 

354 

Warranties,  388-389 
Sale  of  real  estate  under  order  of 

court    ( see  also  in  f ra,  Sales 

under  power  in  will )  — 
Accounting  for  proceeds,  354 
Administration  bond  as  securing 

proceeds,  310 
Application  of  purchase  money, 

354 

Appraisal,  337 
Auction  sale,  331-332 
Authority  to  sell,  317 
Avoidance  of  sale,  369-376 
Bidding  at  sale,  331-332 
Bonds  incident  to  sale,  330 
Caveat  emptor,  350-354 
Chilling  bidding,  332 
Collateral  attack  on  sales,  38&- 
385 

Confirmation  of  sale,  366-369 
Constitutional  objections  to  spe- 
cial legislation,  320 
Debts  as  ground  of  sale,  338-343 
Decree  as  protecting  purchaser, 
381 

Deed  to  purchaser,  385-388 
Defective  title  as  defense  to  ac- 
tion for  purchase  money,  351 
Effect  of  setting  aside  sale,  375 
Estate  subject  to  sale,  344 


EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTRA- 
TORS —  continued 
Sale  of  real  estate  under  order  of 

oourt  —  continued 
Estoppel   as   to  admini^atioo 

sales,  389-392 
Fraud  of  representative  as  affeet< 

ing  sale,  3S2-354 
Incumbered  property,  345 
In  rem  proceeding,  318 
Interest  subject  to  sale,  344 
Irregularities  vitiating  sale,  380- 
■  385 

Judicial  character  of  proceeding, 
318 

Judicial  control,  333-336 
Judicial  sales  distinguished,  318 
Jurisdictional  facts,  319 
Lien  of  purchaser  nntil  rep^- 

ment,  379 
Liens  on  property  sold,  345 
Manner  of  sale,  329-332 
Notice  of  proceeding,  322-325 
Oath  of  representative,  337 
Order  of  court  as  essential,  334- 

336 

Order  of  sale  as  protecting  par- 
chaser,  381 
Partition  as  affecting  sale,  346 
Payment  of  legacira,  317 
Petition  for  sale,  326-329 
Place  ot  sale,  330 
Presumptions  as  to  sales,  395- 
397 

Proof  of  debts,  338-343 
Property  subject  to  sale,  343-347 
Public  or  private  sale,  329 
Pufflng  bids,  332 

Purchaser's  rights  and  liabilities, 

350-354 
Purposes  of  sale,  317 
Quantity  of  land  subject  to  sale, 

344 

Realty  subject  to  sale,  343-347 
Record  as  supporting  sale,  392- 
395 

Reimbursement  of  pnrebaser  under 

void  sale,  378  ■ 
Setting  aside  sale,  369-376 
Special    legislation  antliorizing 

sales,  320-322 
Statutory  proeeedinga  for  sale^ 

319-322 

Subrogation  on  void  uIa,  376- 

379 
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BXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTBA- 
TORS  — continued 
Bale'  of  real  estate  under  order  of 
court  —  continued 
Terms  of  sale  ae  eontroUed  by 

court.  333 
Time  of  sale,  32&-332 
Title  acquired  by  purchaser,  350- 
354 

Validity  rf  sale  as  sustained  by 

record,  392-395 
Sales  under  power  in  will  — 

Charge  of  debts  as  implied  power, 

399 

Construction  of  powers,  400-401 
Conversion  effected  by  power,  403 
Delegation  of  power,  404 
Duty  to  sell  under  power,  398 
Failure  to  name  donee  of  power, 
399 

Fee  vested  in  executor  by  power, 

403 

Foreinn  wills,  405 
Implied  power,  398-400 
Nature  aud  extent  of  power,  397 
Order  of  court  as  essential  to  sale, 
401 

Phrases  construed,  400 
Power  as  equivalent  to  duty,  398 
Probate  of  will  as  essential  to  sale, 
401 

Statutory  r^ulation,  401 
Survival  of  power  of  joint  execu- 
tors, 408 
Time  of  exercise  of  power,  402 
Services,  relative's  claims  for,  20&- 
210 

Set-off  in  actions  by  representatives, 
264-266 

Setting  aside  probate  sales,  369-376 
Sheriffs,  see  supra.  Public  adminis- 
trators 

Source  of  executor's  authority,  18 
Special  legislation  authorizing  sale 

of  decedent's  realty,  320-322 
Special  or  temporary  administra- 
tors— 

Actions,  456 

Cireamstances  requiring  appoint- 
ment, 453 

Durante  minoritate,  455 

Pendente  lite  appointment,  454 
Specific  performance  of  decedent's 

contracts,  280 
State  claims  as  entitled  to  priority 

of  payment,  256 


EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINI8TBA- 
TORS  —  continued 
Statute  of  frauds  — - 
Pleading  statnte,  292 
Promise  by  executor  to  pay  debt 
of  decedent,  196 
Statute  of  limitations,  see  supra, 

limitation  of  actions 
Statute  of  nondaim,  21(^^15 
Subrogation  — 
Payment  of  claims  with  individual 

funds,  221 
Rights  of  purchasers  at  void  sales, 
376-379 

Sureties'  right  of  subrogation,  313 
Summary  proceedings  for  discovery 

of  assets,  270 
Surcharging  accounts,  180 
Sureties  on  bond  — 

Acts  of  principal  covered  by  bond, 
304-306 

Assets  covered  by  bond,  310 

Contribution,  313 

Creditors  acts  releasing  suretiee, 
307 

Debts  incurred  by  representative 
as  covered  by  bond,  307 

Decree  against  principal  as  bind- 
ing sureties,  303 

Decree  in  favor  of  principal  as 
inuring  to  sureties,  303-304 

Duration  of  liability,  304r-306 

Extent  of  liability,  303 

Judgment  against  sureties,  314- 
316 

Release  from  liability,  306 
Subrogation,  313 
Surrogates'  courts,  see  supra.  Juris- 
diction in  matters  of  admuiistra- 
tion 

Survival  of  personal  contracts,  164 
Survival  of  powers  of  joint  repre- 
sentatives, 407-409 
Taxation  — 
Payment  of  inheritance  tax  by 

personal  representative,  239 
Payment  of  taxes  on  real  estate, 
160 

Presentation  of  claim  for  taxes, 
193 

Priority  of  claim  for  taxes,  256 
Temporary  administrators,  see  sn- 
pra.  Special  or  temporary  admin- 
istrators 

Temporary  immnnity  from  actions. 
214 
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EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTBA- 

TORS  —  continued 
Testamentary  power  of  sale,  see  sa- 

pra,  Sales  under  power  in  will 
Testamentary  powers,  Sorvivoiship 

of  power  of  sale,  357 
Theft  of  assets  by  third  persons,  174 
Time  of  granting  letters,  61 
Tomhstona   as   chargeable  against 

decedent's  estate,  226 
Torts  — 

Bene6t  to  estate  as  affecting  lia- 
bility, 172 
Devastavits,  173 

Liability  of  estate  for  representa- 
tive's torts,  172 

Sarvival  of  liability,  171 
Trusts  — 

Administration  bond  as  covering 
acts  done  as  trustee,  309 

Administrator  as  trastee,  18,  19 

Distinction  between  executors  and 
trustees,  21 

Executors  as  trustees,  18,  19,  21- 
25 

Fnods  held  in  trust  as  assets,  112 
Limitation  of  actions  on  trust 

debts  of  decedent,  211 
Renunciation  of  executorship  as 
affecting  trusteeship,  95 
Unauthorized  acts  of  representative 

as  binding  estate,  172-173 
Use  and  occupation  of  realty,  158 
Validity  of  acta  — 
Letters  granted  on  estate  of  living 

person,  89 
Letters  granted  to  wrong  person, 
86 

Relation  back  of  letters,  130-131 
Revocation  of  letters  as  affecting 
acts  previously  done,  101 

Value  of  estate  as  affecting  necessity 
for  administration,  28 

Verification  of  claims  presented,  195 

Void  appointment  as  vitiating  ad- 
ministrator's acts,  83 

Void  transactions  as  subject  to  rati- 
fication, 218 

Wages,  presentation  and  allowance, 
208 

Warranties  in  administration  sales, 

388 

Waste  (see  also  supra.  Devastavit) 
Qround  for  revoking  letters,  97 


EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTRA- 
TORS —  eontimud 
Widow,  see  supra,  Husband  and 

wife ;  Married  women 
Wills  (see  also  supra,  L^;aeieB  and 
devises)  — 
Administrator's  acts  as  affected  by 
subsequent  probate  of  will,  101 
Agreement  to  make  will  as  bind- 
ing estate,  165 
Bond  to  pay  legacies  in  lieu  of  in- 
ventory, 104 
Costs  of  parties  in  will  contest, 
238 

Costs  of  probate  as  charge  i^punst 
estate,  235 

Counsel  fees  in  probate  proceed- 
ings, 237 

Duty  of  executor  to  offer  for  pro- 
bate, 53 

Equity  jurisdiction  to  eimstme 
will,  65 

Intestacy  as  prerequisite  to  grant 

of  administration,  87 
Investments  directed  by  will,  146 
Legacy  to  decedent  as  assets,  108 
Legatees  and  devisees  as  entitled 

to  administer,  38 
Probate  as  essential  to  executor's 

anthori^,  27 
Probate  fees  as  liability  of  estate, 

235 

Probate  proceedings  as  in  rem, 
54 

Probate  under  common  or  solemn 
form,  53-54 

Revocation  of  letters  of  adminis- 
tration on  discovery  of  will,  99 

Sale  of  real  estate  under  tcsta- 
mentaiy  power,  397-405 

Sooree  of  executor's  authority,  IS 

EXECUTORT  nrTERESTQ  — 

Absolute  power  of  disposal  as  re- 
pugnant to  limitation  over,  476- 
479 

Beneficiaries,  469 

Characteristics,  466 

Chattel  interests  as  subject  to  execu- 
tory limitations,  473-476 

Classification  of  executory  interestSi 
468 

Conditional  limitations,  466 
Codditions  defined,  466 
Contingencies  affecting  gift  over. 
470 
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EXECUTORY   INTERESTS  —  eott- 

tinued 

Corporation  to  be  created  in  fntnie 

as  beneficiary,  469 
Creation  of  f  atnre  estatei,  470 

Definition,  466 

Descendibility  of  exeentory  Umita- 

tions,  484 
Estate  tail  preceding  lioutation,  472 
Execution  sale  on  exeentory  interest, 

486 

Exemption  of  limitation  from  power 

of  first  taker,  482 
Failure  of  issue  as  limitation,  481 
Failure  of  prior  estate,  483 
Fee  simple  preceding  limitation,  470 
Future  limitations  generally,  468 
Gift  over  as  affecting  prior  estate, 

484 

Inventory  to  secure  future  estate, 
475 

Lapse  of  prior  estate,  483 
Life  estate  with  power  of  disposal, 
478 

limitations  after  fee  generally,  470 

Limitations  defined,  466 

Manner  of  gift  as  determining  effect 

of  limitation,  474-475 
Merger  of  prior  estate,  483 
Mode  of  creation,  470 
Nature  of  property  as  determining 

effect  of  limitation,  474-475 
Perpetuities  created  by  limitation, 

480 

Possibilities  as  distinguished  from 

estates,  484 
Prior  estate  not  essential,  466 
Remainderman's  rights,  470 
Remainders  distinguished,  466,  467 
Rents  and  profits  pending  vesting  of 

executory  interest,  485 
Repugnant  limitations,  476 
Security  required  from  life  tenant, 

475 

Successive  limitations,  482 

Surrender  of  interest  in  uecntory 
limitation,  484 

Surrender  of  prior  estate,  483 

Transferability  of  executory  limita- 
tions, 484-485 

Transmissibility  of  executory  limi- 
tations, 484 

Unborn  persons  as  benefidaiies,  469 

Waste  by  first  taker,  485 


EXEMPTIONS  — 

Abandonment    of    ocenpaUon  as 

waiver  of  ri^bt,  542 
Abstracter  of  title  as  mechanic,  501 
Actions  — 

Evasion  of  right  to  exemption, 
552-559 

Injunction  against  suit  in  foreign 

state,  553. 
Pleading  causes  of  action,  557 
Aged  persons  as  entitled  to  exemp- 
tion, 498 

Alimony  claims  as  not  sabjeet  to 

exemption,  537 
Animals  as  tools  or  implements,  614 
Apparatus  — 

Bicycle  as  apparatus,  517 

Definition,  517 

Implement  and  apparatus  con- 
trasted, 517 
Soda  fountain,  517 
Typewriter,  517 
Articles  exempt,  see  infra.  Property 
exempt 

Assignment  of  r^ht  to  exemption, 

507 

Aatomobile  as  tool  or  implement,  514 
Bail  as  entitled  to  exemption,  537 
Baker  as  mechanic,  501 
Barber  as  mechanic,  501 
Barber's  chair  as  tool  or  implement, 
516 

Beds  for  family  as  household  furni- 
ture, 509 
Bicycle  as  apparatus,  517 
Boundaries  as  exempt,  525 
Bowling  pins  and  balls  as  tools  or 
'  implements,  616 
Burden  of  proving  right  to  exemp- 
tion, 558 
Cattle  as  exempt,  509 
Cemetery  lots  as  exempt,  528 
Claiming  right  to  exemptions,  see  in- 
fra, Enforcement  of  r^bt  to  ex- 
emption 
Claims  subject  to  exemption  — 
Alimony,  537 

Bail  in  bastardy  proceeding,  537 

Costs,  538 

Debts  due  state,  537 
Improvement  of  exempt  property, 
538 

Laborer's  wages,  536 
Lien  claims,  538 
Medical  services,  536 
Necessaries,  536 
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BXBMPTIOKS  —  continued 
Glainu  subject  to  exemption  —  con- 
tinued 

Purchase  price  of  artides,  535 

Repair  of  exempt  property,  538 

Tort  liability,  536 

Wages,  536 
Clerks  as  laboren,  499-500 
Clock  as  faoosebold  furniture,  509 
Conductor  on  train 'as  laborer,  500 
GonstitutioniUity  of  exemption  laws, 

400 

Construction  of  exemption  laws, 
492-495 

Contract  waiving  exemption,  543 
Conversion  of  exempt  property,  531 
Convict  as  bead  of  ^unily  entitled 

to  exemption,  503 
Cools  stove  as  household  fumitare, 

509 

Costs  as  subject  to  exemption,  538 

County  property  as  exempt,  530 

Crops  as  exempt,  510 

Damages  for  seizure  of  exempt 
property,  559 

Debts  subject  to  exemption,  see  su- 
pra, Claims  subject  to  exemption 

Defeating  cxemptioD  as  actionable 
wrong,  552-559 

DeiUist  as  mechanic,  501 

Dentist's  chair  as  household  furni- 
ture, 509 

Dentist's  cheir  as  tool  or  implement, 

515 

Domicil  as  afTecting  right  to  exemp- 
tion, 505-506 
Drummer  as  laborer,  500 
Earnings  as  exempt,  522-525 
Election  of  remedies,  53&-539 
Enforcement   of   right   to  exemp- 
tion— 

Action  for  evasion  of  exemption 

rights,  552-559 
Appraisement  of  property,  548 
Assignee  of  debtor  as  entitled  to 

make  claim,  547-548 
Debtor's  dtlty  to  make  claim,  547 
Force  used  by  exemptioner,  551 
Injunction  against  suit  in  foreign 

state,  551 
Levying  officer's  duty  as  to  selee- 

tion,  550 
Manner  of  making  claim,  548 
Mortgagee  of  debtor  na  entitled  to 

make  claim,  547-548 


EXEMPTIOKS  —  continued 
Enforcement  of  right  to  exemption 
—  continued 
Penalty  for  evaaon  of  right,  553- 
554 

Proceedings  to  enforce  right,  545 
Resisting  officer  to  enforce  right, 
551 

Sdiedole  of  exonptions,  548 
Selection  of  exempt  articles,  549- 
551 

Successive  claims  to  aemption, 
551 

Time  of  making  claim,  548 
Wife  of  debtor  as  entitled  to  make 
claim,  547 

Engineer  as  laborer,  500 

Estoppel  to  assert  exemption,  540- 
542 

Evidence  as  to  exemption,  558 
Farmers  as  entitled  to  exemption, 
497, 498 

Farming  implements  as  tools  or  im- 
plements, 515 
Farm  overseer  as  laborer,  500 
Fire  insurance  on  exempt  property, 
532 

Fisherman's  net  and  boat  as  tools  or 

implements,  515 
Fodder  as  exempt,  510-511 
Force  used  by  exemptioner  to  pro- 
tect rigiit,  551 
Forfeiture  of  right  to  exemption,  see 
infra,  Loss  or  waiver  of  right  to 
exemption 
Furniture  as  exempt,  508-509 
Goods  exempt,  see  supra,  Property 
exempt 

Oovemment  claims  as  not  subject 

to  exemption,  537 
Gun  of  hunter  as  tool  or  implement, 

515 

Head  of  family  as  entitled  to  exemp- 
tion, 497,  502-505 

Horse  of  physician  as  tool  or  im- 
plement, 514 

Horses  as  exempt,  517-521 

Householders  as  entitled  to  exemp- 
tion, 502-505 

Household  furniture  as  exempt,  508- 
509 

Implements,  see  infra,  Tools  and  im- 
plements 

Improvements  on  exempt  property 
as  subject  to  exemption,  538 
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EXEMPTIONS  —  continued 

In  janetien  — 

GamiahmeDt  of  exempt  wa^,  557 
Suit  in  foreign  state,  551 

Innkeeper's  omnibiia  as  tool  or  im- 
plement, 514 

Insurance  agent  as  laborer,  500 

Insarance  money  aa  exempt,  528- 
530,  532 

Intoxicating  liquors  in  pablic  dis- 
pensary as  exempt,  530 
Jewelry  as  wearing  appard,  512 
Jewelry  cabinet  as  hoiuehold  fund- 

ture,  509 

Judgment  for  exempt  property  as 

within  exemption,  531 
Laborers  — 

Clerks,  499 

Conductor  of  railroad  train,  500 
DeSnitioD,  499 

Designation  in  exemption  laws, 

499 

Drummers,  500 
Engineers,  500 
Farm  overseers,  500 
Independent  contractors,  499 
Insurance  agents,  500 
Locomotive  engineers,  SCO 
Manual  and  inteliectoal  work  com- 
bined, 499 
Mechanics,  500 
Painters,  500 
Physicians,  500 
Public  officers,  500 
Bailroad  presidents,  600 
Street  car  conductors,  500 
Teamsters,  500 
Telegraph  operators,  500 
Traveling  salesmen,  500 

Lathe  and  appliances  as  tools  or  im- 
plements, 513 

Lawyers  as  entitled  to  exemption, 
498 

Lawyer's  library  as  tool  or  imple- 
ment, 515 

Inabilities  subject  to  exemption,  see 
supra,  Claims  subject  to  exemp- 
tion 

Liberal  construction  of  statutes,  492- 
495 

Library  of  lawyer  as  tool  or  imple- 
ment, 515 
\aeos — 

Exempt  properly  as  subject  to 

lien,  538 
Waiver  of  exemption  by  giving 

lien,  544 


EXEMPTIONS  —  continued 
Life  insurance  as  exempt,  528-530 
Limitation  of  action  for  defeating 

exemption,  556 
Locomotive  engineer  as  laborer,  500 
Loss  or  waiver  of  right  to  exemp- 
tion— 

Abandonment  of  occupation,  542 
Acts  constituting  waiver,  539-543 
Contract  waiving  exemption,  543 
Estoppel  to  assert  right,  540-542 
lien  given  on  exempt  property, 
544  ^ 

Partner's  right  to  waive  exemp- 
tion, 539 
Removal  from  state,  542 
Revocation  of  waiver,  544-545 
Rigfat  to  waive  exemption,  539 
Stipulation  in  note,  539 

Married  woman  as  entitled  to  exemp- 
tion, 503-504 

Mechanics  — 
Abstracter  of  title,  501 
Bakers,  501 
Barbers,  501 
Dentists,  501 

Designation  by  statute,  500 
Photographers,  501 
Truckmen,  501 

Medical  services  as  not  subject  to 
exemption,  636 

Milliner's  furniture  as  tools  or  im- 
plements, 516 

Municipal  property  as  exempt.  530 

Musical  instrument  as  tool  or  imple- 
ment, 515 

Nonresidents  as  entitled  to  exemp- 
tion, 505 

Note  stipulating  for  exemption,  530 
Note  stipulating  for  waiver  of  ex- 
emption, 543-^44 
Notice  of  claim  of  exemption,  546 
Occupation  as  giving  right  to  exemp- 
tion, 497,  506 
Old  persons  as  entitled  to  exemptioo, 
498 

Oxen  as  exempt,  517-521 
Painters  as  laborers,  500 
Partnendiip  — 
Exemption  of  partnership  prop- 
erty, 533-535 
Waiver  of  exemption  of  oopart- 
ner,  539 

Penalty  for  evasion  of  ri^t  of  ex- 
emption, 55S-554 
Pension  money  as  exempt,  525-628 
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EXEMPTIONS  —  continued 
Persons  entiUed  to  exemptions  (see 
also  sapxSf  Enforcement  of 
ririit  to  exemption)  — 

Aged  persons,  498 

Artificial  persons,  496 

Gonviet  in  penitentiary,  SOU 

Corporations,  496 

Designation  of  persons  by  statute, 
496 

Farmers,  497,  498 
Head  of  family,  497,  502 
Householders,  502 
Individual  debtors,  496 
Laborers,  496,  499 
Lawyers,  498 
Married  women,  503-504 
Mechanics,  496 
Nonresidents,  505 
Occupation  as  giving  right,  497, 
506 

Teamsters,  501 

Unmarried  persons,  497,  504 
Photographer  as  mechanic,  501 
Photographer's  apparatus  as  tool  or 

implement,  515 
Physician  as  laborer,  500 
Piano  as  household  furniture,  509 
Pleading  exemptions,  558 
Plow  horses  as  exempt,  520 
Poor  debtors  protected  by  exemp- 
tion laws,  401 
Printing  press,  type  and  forms  as 

implements,  513-514 
Privilege  subject  to  waivw,  539 
Proceedings  to  enforce  exemption, 

see  supra.  Enforcement  of  right 

to  exemption 
Proceeds  of  exempt  property,  630- 

532 

Property  exempt  — 
"Apparatus,"  517 
Beds  for  family,  509 
Bounties,  525 
Cattle,  509 
Cemetery  lots,  528 
Clock  as  furniture,  509 
Cook  stove  as  furniture,  509 
Crops,  510 

Dentist's  chair  as  chair  for  use 
of  family,  509 

Earnings,  522-^25 

Farming  utensils,  516 

Fire  insurance  on  exempt  prop- 
erty, 532 

Fodder  for  animals,  510 


EXEMPTIONS  —  continued ' 
Property  exempt  —  continued 
Fumitnre,  508-509 
Horses,  517-521 
Household  furniture,  508-^509 
Implements,  512-517 
Jewd  cabinet  as  furniture,  509 
Jnc^ent  for  exempt  property, 

life  insnraaee,  528-530 
Oxen,  517-521 

Partnership  property,  633-535 

Pension  mone^,  525-528 

Piano  as  f  umitore,  509 

Proceeds  of  exempt  property,  530 

Provisions,  510 

Public  property,  530 

Right  of  action  for  exempt  prop- 
erty, 531 

Stock  in  toade,  622 

Tools,  512-517 

Trunk  as  furniture,  509 

Vehicles,  521 

Wag^  522-525 

Wearing  apparel,  511 

Wool  from  sheep,  509 
Protection  of  poor  debtors  as  pur- 
pose of  law,  491 
Provisions  as  exempt,  510 
Public  officer  as  laborer,  500 
Public  property  as  exempt,  530 
Purpose  of  exemption  laws,  491 
Railroad  president  as  laborer,  500 
Removal  from  state  as  waiver  of 

exemption,  542 
Repair  of  exempt  property  as  snb- 

ject  to  exemption,  638 
Relisting  officer  to  enforce  right,  551 
Restaurant  furniture  as  tools  or  im- 
plements, 516 
Right  of  action  for  exempt  property 

as  within  exemption,  531 
Safe  as  tool  or  instrument,  515 
Sale  of  exempt  property,  530 
Sawmill  as  tool  or  implement,  513 
Selection  of  exempt  property,  549- 

551 

Sewing  machine  of  dealer  as  tool 
or  implement,  515 

Soda  fountain  as  apparatus,  517 

Stallion  as  within  exemption  of 
horses,  520 

State  claims  as  not  subject  to  ex- 
emption, 537 

Stock  exchange  seat  as  tool  or  im- 
plement, 516 
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EXEMPTIONS  —  continued 
Street  ear  conductors  as  laborers, 
500 

Saeressive  claims  to  exemption,  651 
Sorgieal  instrumentB  as  tools  or  im- 
plements, 516 
Taxes  as  not  subject  to  azemption, 

637 

Teamster's  right  to  examptioni  600- 

501 

Telegraph  operator  as  laborer,  500 

Tools  and  implements  — 
Animals  as  tools,  614 
Automobiles,  514 
Barber's  chair,  516 
Bowling  pins  and  balls,  515 
Character  and  number  of  articles 

allowed,  512 
Definition,  512 
Dentist's  chair,  515 
Farming  implements,  515 
Fisherman's  net  and  boat,  515 
Gun  of  banter,  515 
Lathe  and  appliances,  513 
Lawyer's  library,  515 
Machinery  as  tool  or  implement, 

513 

Milliner's  fumitnre,  516 
Musical  instruments,  515 
Photographer's  lens,  515 
Printing  press,  type  and  forms, 
513-514 

Restaurant  appliances  as  tools  or 

implements,  516 
Safe  of  physieiaii  or  business  man, 

615 
Sawmill,  513 

Sewing  machines  of  dealer,  515 
Stock  exchange  seat,  516 
Surgical  instruments,  516 
Undertaker's  furniture,  616 
Vehicles  as  tools,  514 
"Watchmaker's  implements,  515 
Tort  liability  as  not  subject  to  ex- 
emption, 536 
Transfer  of  right  to  exemption,  507 
Traveling  salesmen  as  laborer,  500 
Truckman  as  mechanic,  501 
Trunk  as  household  furniture,  509 
Typewriter  as  apparatus,  517 
Undertaker's  furniture  as  tools  or 

implements,  516 
Unmarried  person  as  entitled  to  ex- 
emption, 407,  504 
Vehicles  as  tools  or  implements,  514 
Vehicles  as  within  exemption,  521 


EXEMPTIONS  —  eontmu9d 
Wages  — 
Exemption  of  wages,  522-525,  536 
Injunction  against  garnishment  of 
exempt  wages,  557 
Wagon  as  implonent  of  drayman, 
514 

Waiver  of  rig^t  to  exemptim,  see 
supra,  Loss  or  waiver  of  right  to 
exemption 

Watch  as  wearing  apparel,  512 

Watchmaker's  instruments  as  tools 
or  implements,  515 

Wearing  apparel  — 
Artides  suitable  to  rank  and  con- 
dition of  debtor,  611 
Jewelry,  512 
Lace  shawl,  511 
Masonic  uniform,  511 
Meaning  of  phrase,  511 
Unfinished  guments,  511 
Watch,  512 

Who  may  claim  exemption,  see  su- 
pra, Enforcement  of  right  to  ex- 
emption 

Wool  from  sheep  as  exempt,  509 
Work  horses  as  eranpt,  519 

EXPERT    AND    OPHflON  EVI- 
DENCE ~ 

Admissibility  of  opinion  evidence 
( see  also  infra.  Subjects  of 
opinion  evidence)  — 
Conclusions    distinguished  from 

composite  facts,  571 
Exception  to  general  law  of  evi- 
dence, 564-565 
General  rule  of  exclusion,  564-572 
Invading  province  of  jury,  565 
Limitations  on  rule  of  exclusion, 
568-571 

Matters  not  susceptible  of  dogmat- 
ic proof,  568 
Necessity  for  admission,  568 
Understanding  of  obscure  state- 
ments, 567 
Age  — 

Opinion  evidence  as  to  age  of  doc- 
uments, 618 

Opinion  evidence  as  to  age  of  per- 
son, 569 

Agriculture  as  subject  of  opinion 

evidence,  632 
Animals  — 

Brands  as  subject  of  opinion  evi- 
dence, 629 
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EXPERT    AND    OPINION  EVI- 
DENCE —  eontinned 

Animals  —  continued 
Nature  and  actions  of  aninuds,  617 
Stockmoi  as  experts,  632 
Value  of  live  stock  at  place  of 
destination,  637 

Assumption  of  facts  in  hypothetical 
qaestions,  680-581 

Audibility  as  sabject  of  opinion  evi- 
dence, 593 

Blood  stains  as  subject  of  opinion 
evidence,  635 

Books ^ 
Scientific  books  as  evidence,  588 
Use  of  scientific  books  in  connec- 
tion with  exp»t  testimony,  690 

Brands  as  sabject  of  opinion  evi- 
dence, 629 

Capacity  to  make  deed  or  viU  as 
subject  of  opinion  evidence,  594 

Cause  and  effect  as  subject  of  opin- 
ion evidence,  633 

Character  as  provable  by  opinion 
evidence,  614 

Comparison  of  handwriting,  see  in- 
fra, Handwriting 

Compensation  of  expert  witnesses, 
648-650 

Competency  of  expert  witnesses  — 
Cross-examination  to  test  compe- 
tency, 575 
Discretion  of  court,  574 
Experiment  as  qualification,  576- 
577 

Expert  testimony  as  to  qualifica- 
tions, 577 

Practical  knowledge  as  requisite, 
575-576 

Preliminary  determination,  575 
Special  knowledge  of  witness,  574 
Theoretical   knowledge   as  suffi- 
cient, 575-576 

Composite  facts  distinguished  from 
eonclusions,  571 

Conclusions  distinguished  from  com- 
posite facts,  571 

Conjecture  distinguished  from  opin- 
ion, 582 

Constitutionality  of  statute  as  de- 
pendent on  facts  provable  by  ex- 
perts, 597 

Cost  of  work,  see  infra.  Value 

Criminal  responsibility  as  provable 
by  opinion  evidence,  603-605 


EXPERT    AND    OPINION  EVI- 
DENCE —  continued 
Crops,  opinion  evidence  as  to  valn«, 
637 

'  Cross-examination,  see  infra,  Exam- 
ination of  witnesses 

Customs  as  provable  by  opinion  evi- 
dence, 598 

Damages  as  sabject  of  opinion  evi- 
dence, 642-645 

Dangerons  premises  as  sabjeet  of 
opinion  evidence,  634 

Deeds,  capacity  to  make,  as  subject 
of  opinion  evidence,  594 

Definition,  662-564 

Discretion  of  eourt — 
Form  of  hypothetical  question, 
581 

Order  of  proof  in  establishing 

predicate,  585 
Disposition  as  provable  by  opinion 

evidence,  615 
Documents  — 
Age,  genuineness  and  other  cfaar^ 

acteriatics,  618-627 
Typewritten  documents,  627 
Drawings  as  subjects  of  opinion  evi- 
dence, 591 
Earning  capacity  as  subject  of  opin- 
ion evidence,  640 
Examination  of  witnesses  (see  also 
supra.  Competency  of  expert 
witnesses;  infra,  Hypothetical 
questions)  — 
Cross-examination  of  experts,  646 
Cross-examination  of  nonexperts, 
647 

Examination  of  witnesses  — 
Cross-examination  to  test  opinion, 
578 

Direct  examination,  645 
Hypothetical  questions,  577 
Experiments  as  means  of  knowledge, 

576-577 

Expert  opinions  (see  also  infra, 
Nonexpert  opinions;  Subjects 
of  opinion  evidence)  — 

Age  of  documents,  618 

Assumption  of  nonraustent  facts, 
582 

Certainty  of  predicate,  582 
Competency  of  witness,  674-577 
Conjectare    distinguished  fnnn 

opinion,  582 
Genuineness  of  docoments,  618 
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EXPERT    AND    OPINION  ^Yl- 

BEiiC'E  — continued 
Expert  opinions  —  continued 
Knowledge  of  evidential  facts, 
577-578 

Medical  science  and  practice,  609- 
613 

Mental  condition,  600-606 
Necessity  for  admission,  572-574 
Negligent  conduct,  616 
Predicate  to  support  opinion^  579- 
586 

Predicating  opinion  on  testimony 
of  another  expert,  582 

Public  policy  as  demanding  ex- 
clusion, 579 

Relevancy  of  matters  involved,  579 

Skill,  616 

Special  knowledge  as  basis,  572- 
574 

Ultimate  fact  as  subject  of  opin- 
ion evidence,  583-585 
Weight  and  value,  586-588 

Financial  condition  as  provable  by 
opinion  evidence,  615 

Finger  prints  as  subject  of  opinion 
evidence,  627-629 

Fitness  as  provable  by  opinion  evi- 
dence, 615 

Foot  prints  as  subject  of  opinion 
evidence,  C28-629 

Foreign  laws  as  provable  by  expert 
evidence,  595-597 

Habits  as  provable  by  opinion  evi- 
dence, 615 

Handwriting  — 
Admissibility  of  opinion  evidence, 

620-622 
Comparisons  of  writings,  622 
Extraneous  writings  as  standards 

of  comparison,  625 
Proof  of  standard  of  comparison, 
625 

Standards  of  comparison,  624 
Hypothetical  questions  — 

Additional  facts  on  cross-examina- 
tion, 580 

Assumption  of  facts,  580-581 

Conduaion  based  on  facts  stated, 
578 

Discretion  of  court  as  to  fonn, 

581 

Evidence  as  predicate,  581 
Facts  stated  as  supported  by  evi- 
dence, 579 
Facts  stated  in  qn^ion,  578 


EXPERT    AND    OPINION  EVI- 
DENCE —  continued 
Hypothetical  questions  —  continued 
Form  of  question  generally,  579- 
581 

Mode  of  examining  expert  wit- 
ness, 577 

Number  of  hypothetical  questions, 
580-581 

Order  of  proof  in  establishing 

predicate,  585 
Predicate  of  question,  579-581 
Recital  of  facts  as  essottial,  681 

Insanity  — 
£)xpert  opinions  concerning  san- 
ity, 600 
Nonexpert  opinion,  568,  601 

Insurance  risk  as  provable  by  ex- 
pert evidence,  598-600 

Intoxicating  quality  of  liquors,  635 

Intoxication  as  matter  of  opinion, 
568,  570 

Intoxication  as  provable  by  nonex- 
pert opinions,  608 

Jury,  see  infra,  Province  of  jury 

Knowledge  of  expert  witness,  575- 
577 

Law  — 

Facts  affecting  constitutionality  of 
statute  as  provable  by  experts, 
597 

Questions  of  law  as  provable  by 
opinion  evidence,  594-697 

Libelous  words,  567-566 

Machinery  as  subject  of  opinion  evi- 
dence, 591,  630-632 

Marks  as  subject  of  opinion  evi- 
dence, 629 

Memoranda,  see  supra.  Documents 

Mental  condition  as  provable  by 
opinion  evidence,  600-606 

Models  as  subjects  of  opinion  evi- 
dence, 591 

Negligent  conduct  as  snbjeet  of  ex- 
pert evidence,  616 

Nonexpert  opinions  (  see  also  supray 
Expert  opinions ;  infra,  Sub- 
jects of  opinion  evidence)  — 
Admissibility  in  general,  564-567 
Affections,  605 
Age  of  persona,  603 
Cause  and  effect,  633 
Dangerous  premises,  634 
Direction  of  flow  of  blood,  635- 
636 
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EXPERT    AND    OPINION  EVI- 
DENCE —  continued 
Nonexpert  opimons  —  eontmued 
Drainage    aa    afleeting  pnblie 

health,  634 
Emotions,  605 
.Family  resemblance,  608 
Health  of  persons,  606-608 
Intoxication,  608 
Mental  condition,  601-606 
Mental  condition  of  persons,  568- 
571 

Physical    condition    of  persons, 

568-571,  606-608 
Understanding  of  words  spoken, 

567 

Odors  as  subject  of  opinion  evi- 
dence, 635 
Opinion  evidoiee  defined,  562-564 
Opinions  (see  also  supra,  Expert 
opinioiu ;     Nonexpert  opin- 
ions) — 

Conjectnre    distingnished  from 
opinion,  582 

Pecuniary  condition  as  provable  by 
opinion  evidence,  615 

Physical  changes  as  snbjeet  of  opin- 
ion evidence,  635 

Physical  condition  as  provable  by 
nonexpert  opiniouSi  S68-571 

Fhysieians  and  surgeons  — 
Expert  testimony,  609-613 
Nc^igent  conduct  as  provable 
expert  evidence,  616 

Poverty  as  provable  by  opinion  evi- 
dence 615 

Powder  marks  as  subjeet  of  opin- 
ion evidence,  635 

Predicate,  see  supra,  Expert  opin- 
ions; Hypothetical  question 

Province  of  Jury  — 
Acceptance  or  rejection  of  opin- 
ions, 584 
Conclusions  of  witness  from  facts, 
573 

Determination  of  facts  involved, 
573 

Drawing  conclusions  from  evi- 
dence, 593 
Province  of  jury  — 
Invasion  by  opinion  evidence,  565 
Weighing  expert  testimony,  586- 
588 

Public  pdicQT  M  to  e^nrt  evidenoe, 

579 


EXPERT  AND  OPINION  EVI- 
DENCE —  eoiiliiiited 

Rebuttal  of  expert  or  opinion  evi- 
dence, 648 

Reputation,  614 

Scientific  books  as  evidence,  588-590 
Services,  see  infra.  Value 
Skill  as  subject  of  expert  evidmee, 
616 

Subjects  of  opinion  evidence  (see 
also  supra,  Admissibility  of 
opinion  evidence)  — 

Affections,  605 

Age  of  persons,  569,  608 

Age  of  documents,  618 

Agriculture,  632 

Alteration  of  documents,  618 

Animals'  nature  and  actions,  692, 
617 

Arts  and  sciences,  593 
Audibility,  693 
Blood  stains,  635 
.  Brands,  629 

Capacity  of  woman  to  bear  eldl- 

drra,579 
Capacity  to  make  deed  or  will,  594 
Cause  and  effect,  633 
Character,  614 
Chemical  changes,  635 
Compntaticms  from  aeeonnt  books, 

629 
Cost,  etc.  641 

Criminal  responsibility^  603-606 

Damages,  642^645 

Dangerous  premises,  634 

Disposition,  615 

Drawings,  591 

Emotions,  568,  605 

Facts  affecting  eonstitutionality  of 
statute,  597 

Facts  as  distinguished  from  ques- 
tions of  law,  594 

Family  resemblance,  608 

Financial  condition,  615 

Finger  prints,  627-629 

Foot  prints,  628-629 

Foreign  laws,  595-597 

Qenuineness  of  documents,  618 

Habits,  615 

Hair,  635 

Handwriting,  620-627 
Health,  606-608 

Identification  of  anbstanoiB,  835 
Illegible  words,  620 
Insanity,  568 
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EXPERT    AND    OPINION  EVI- 
DENCE —  continued 
SabjMts  of  opinion  evidence  —  con- 
tinued 

Insurance  risks  as  increased  by 

particular  facts,  598-600 
Intoxicating  quality  of  liquors,  635 
Intoxication,  568 
Legal  questions,  594-597 
Machinery,  591,  630-632 
Marks,  629 

Matters  of  common  knowledge, 
591 

Matters  open  to  common  observa- 
tion, 593 
Mechanics,  630 

Medical  science  and  practiee,  609- 

613 

Mental  conditions  of  persons,  668- 

569,  600-606 
Models,  591 
Moral  character,  614 
Natural  laws,  592 
Negligent  conduct,  S16 
Olwcene  character  of  pictures,  593 
Odors,  635 

Operation  of  railroad,  631 
Performance  of  work,  641-642 
Physical  causation,  6^ 
Physical  changes  and  condition, 

635,  606-608 
Powder  stains,  635 
"Practicing  medicine,"  595 
Quality  of  nwrchandise,  634 
Questions  of  law,  594-597 
Reputation,  614 

Result  of  use  of  fertilizers,  634 
Scientific  matters,  592 
Similarity  of  colors  of  article  in 

evidence,  593 
Similarity  of  trade  labels,  593 
Skill,  616 

Sodnl  customs,  592 
Speed  of  vehicles,  632 
Strength  of  materials,  631 
Toms  of  art,  590 
Time  required  for  particular  acts, 
594 

Trade  customs,  598 

Trade  terms,  620 

Tree  diseases,  618 

Typewritten  doenments,  627 

Values,  636-645 

Visibility  of  objects,  593 
Theoretical  knowledge  as  snneient 
-  qualification,  576-676 


EXPERT    AND    OPINION  EVI- 
DENCE —  eonfmiMd 
Trade  customs  as  provable  by  opin- 
ion evidence,  598 
Trade  terms,  629 
Usages,  see  sapra.  Customs 
Value  — 
Admissibility  of  opinion  evidence 

to  prove  value,  636-638 
Appraisers  as  expwts,  638 
Competency  to  testify  as  to  prop- 
erty values,  638 
Cost  of  work,  641 
Crops,  637 

Dealers  as  exp^ta,  638 
Earning  Capacity,  640 
Qeneral  estimates  as  to  value,  639 
Knowledge  of  witness,  639 
Live  stock  at  place  of  destination, 
637 

Sales  testified  to  by  other  witness- 
es, 639 
Services,  640-641 

Visibility  as  subject  of  opinion  evi- 
dence, 593 

Wealth  as  provable  by  opinion  evi- 
dence, 615 

Weight  and  value  of  expert  evidence, 
586-688 

Wills,  testamentary  capacity  as  sub- 
ject of  opinion  evidence,  594,  604 
WUnesses  (see  also  supra,  Compe- 
teney  of  expert  witnesses)  — 
Compensatitni  of  experts,  648-650 
Competency  of  expert  witness, 
574-577 

Competency  to-  testify  as  to  prop- 
erty values,  638 
Farmers  as  experts,  632,  637 
Gardners  as  experts,  632 
Physicians  as  expert  witnesses, 

609-613 
Stockmen  as  experts,  632 


AND 


EXPLO- 


EacpLosiom 

8IVE8  — 

Aeeessories  in  criminal  acta,  656 
Accidents,  see  infra,  CivU  Uability; 

Criminal  liability 
Adjoining  owners  (see  also  infra, 
Blasting)  — 
Blasting  causing  injury  to  neigh* 

bors,  657 
Boiler  explosions,  667-670 
Storage  of  explosives  as  nuisance, 
657-660 
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EXPLOSIONS  AND  EXPLOSIVES 
—  continued 
Adjoining  owners  —  continued 
Throwing  stones  and  debris  on 
adjoining  premises,  673 
Assumption  of  risk  — 
Blasting,  685 

Qrant  of  premises  for  djntainite 

factory,  671 
Servants  as  assuming  risks  of  em- 
ployment, 698 
Blasting  — 
Assumption  of  risk,  685 
Concussion  as  trespass,  674 
Consent  of  injured  person,  686 
Continuous  blasting  as  nuisance, 
676 

Contribntory  negligence,  686 

Criminal  liability,  657 

Dangerous  character  of  work,  681 

Evidence  of  negligence  in  causing 
blast,  680 

Failure  to  give  notice  as  negli- 
gence, 679 

Highways  rendered  dangerous  to 
travelers,  673 

Independent  contractor's  acts, 
681-682 

Municipality  as  liable  for  blast- 
ing, 682-684 
Negligence  in  blasting,  676-680 
Notice  of  impeni^ing  blasts,  679 
Nuisance  generally,  675-680 
"Spring"  shot  distinguished  from 

ordinary  blast,  657 
Throwing  stones  and  debris  on  ad- 
joining premises,  673  ' 
Vibration  as  trespass,  674 
Violation  of  law  as  negligence,  679 
Boiler  explosions,  see  infra,  Steam 
Bottled  liquors  as  explosives,  701- 
703 

Carriers,  see  infra,  Shipment  of  ex- 
plosives 

Children  — 
Accessibility  of  explosive  as  prox- 
imate cause  of  injury,  666-667 
Contributory  negligence,  671 
Employment  of  minors  to  handle 

explosives,  696 
Sale  of  explosives  to  children,  704 
Unguarded  explosives,  664 

Consent  of  person  injured  by  ox- 
plosion,  686 

Contributory  negligence^ 
Blasting,  685 


EXPLOSIONS  AND  EXPLOSIVES 
—  continued 
Contributory  negligence — continued 
Defense  against  liability  for  viola- 
tion of  statute,  701 
Intoxication  of  person  injured, 
701 

Servants  as  guilty  of  contributory 
negligence,  699 
Criminal  liability  — 
Blasting   in   prohibited  manner, 
657 

Keeping  explosives,  655 

Malang  or  procuring  explosive* 

for  unlawful  purpose,  656 
Manufacturing  explosives,  655 
Storage  of  explosives,  655 
Dangerous  character  of  explosives, 
653 

Deflnitions,  653 

Evidence  — 
Negligence  generally,  670 
Negligence  in  causing  blasts,  680 
Negligence  of  master,  696-697 
Presnmption  of  negligence,  670 

Fellow  servant  doctrine,  697 

Firearms  — 
Discharge  of  firearms  as  nuisance, 
689 

Municipality  as  liable  for  injuries, 
689-690 
Fireworks  — 

Discharge  of  fireworks  aa-  negli- 
gence, 688 

Discharge  of  fireworks  as  nuisance, 
687 

Municipality  as  liable  for  injuries, 
689^690 

Gasoline,  storage  as  nuisance,  660 

Guns,  see  supra,  Firearms 

Highways  made  dangerous  by  blast- 
ing, 673 

Independent  contractors  — 
Employer's  liability,  681 
Personal  liability,  684-685 

Judicial  notice  of  dangerous  char- 
acter, 653 

Keeping  explosives,  see  infra,  Stor- 
age of  explosives 

Legislative  control,  654 

Licensees  injured  by  explosion,  663- 
664 

Idquids  in  bottles  as  explosives,  701- 
702 
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BXPLOSIONS  AND  EXPLOSIVES 
—  continued 
Manufacturers  (see  also  infra,  Sale 
of  explosives)  — 
Liability  for  injuries  by  ezplo- 
siveSf  655,  700 
Master  and  servant  — 
Assumption  of  risk,  698 
Care  required  of  master,  691 
Contributory  negligence  of  serv- 
ant, 699 
Evidence  of  negligence,  696-697 
Fellow  servant  doctrine,  697 
Furnishing  necessary  or  proper 
explosives  and  appliances,  693- 
695 

Independent  eontractors,  681 
Minors  employed  to  handle  explo- 
sives, 696 
Safe  working  place,  693 
Storage  and  use  of  ezpIosiveSf 
691-693 

Third  persons  injui*ed  by  serv- 
ant's aets,  700 

Warning  servants  of  danger  of 
work,  693,  695 
Municipal  liability  for  blasting,  682- 

684 

Municipal  regulations,  654 
Negligence  (see  also  infra^  Proxi- 
mate cause)  — 

Blasting,  676-680 

Contributory  negligence,  671 

Discharge  of  fireworks,  688 

Evidence,  670 

Injury  to  peraons  on  premises, 

663 

Proximate  cause  of  injury  to  chil- 
dren, 664 

Res  ipsa  loquitur,  669 

Signal  torpedoes,  663 

Storing  or  using  explosives,  662- 
664 

Violation  of  law,  679 

Violation  of  law  as  negligence  or 

evidence  of  negligence,  672 
Violation  of  statute,  666 
Violation  of  statute  as  negligence 

or  evidence  of  n^iigeaes,  700 
Nuisance  — 

Blasting,  675-680 
Discharge  of  fireworks,  687 
Keeping  explosives  in  violation  of 

law,  672 
Manufacture  of  explosives,  655 
^  K.  C.  L.  Vol.  XI^77. 
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EXPLOSIONS  AND  EXPLOSIVES 
—  continued 
Nuisance — eontinued . 
Storage  of  explosives,  655,  658- 
662 

Storing  exploBiTes  on  adjoining 

premises,  657 
OU  — 

Illuminating  oil  as  dangerous  ex- 
plosive, 701 

Saies  in  violation  of  law,  705 

Storage  of  oil  as  nuisance  660 
Pistols,  see  supra,  Firearms 
Police  regulations,  854 
Presumption  of  negligence  arising 

from  explosion,  670 
Proximate  cause — 

Accessibility  of  explosive,  666-687 

Injuries  to  children,  664 

Natural  result  of  act  or  omission, 
665 

Negligence  as  proximate  eanae  of 

injury,  665 
Violation  of  law,  672-673 
Violation  of  atatnte,  666 
Public  works,  eotttractor's  liaJnUty, 

684r-685 

Railroads  (see  also  infra,  ^pment 
of  explosives)  — 

Using  ugnal  torpedosa  aa  negli- 
gence, 663 
Res  ipsa  loquitur  as  applicable  to 

boiler  explosions,  669 
Sale  of  explosives  — 

Children  as  purdutsem,  704 

Dealer's  duty  to  give'  nirtice  of 
danger,  703 

Defects  in  material  or  manufac- 
ture, 701 

ManufoetiiFer's  duty  to  give  notice 
of  danger,  702 

Manufacturer's  Ualnlity,  700 

Misrepresentation  as  to  safety, 
700 

Purchaser  injured  by  ne^gent  or 

improper  use,  700 
Seller's  liability  to  third  persons, 

700-701 

Third  persona  injnzed  by  article 

sold,  700-701 
Violation  of  statute  as  imposing 
liability,  700 
Shipment  of  explosives  — 
Carrier's  liability,  706-707 
Shipper's  liability,  706 
Shootii^,  see  supra,  Firaums 
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EXPLOSIONS  AND  EXPLOSIVES 

—  continued 
Signal  torpedoe>,  see  infra,  Tarpe- 

doea 
Steam  — 
Boiler  explosion  causing  injury  to 

adjoining  owners,  657-658 
Inspection  of  boilers,  668 
Manufacturer's  liability  for  boiler 

explosion,  702 
Negligence  in  maintaining  boiler, 

667-670 

Res  ipsa  loquitur  as  applicable  to 
boiler  explosions,  669 
Storage  of  explosives  — 

Duty  to  persons  coming  on  prem- 
ises, 663-664 

Licensees  injured  by  explosion, 
663-6G4 

Master's  duty  to  employer,  691- 

693 

N^ligeuce  in  keeping  explosives, 

662 

Nuisance,  655 
Nuisance  per  se,  658-662 
Trespassers  injured  by  explosion, 
663-664 

Violation  of  statute  in  keeping  ex- 
plosives, 672 
Torpedoes,  use  of,  as  negligence,  663 
Transportation  of  explosives,  see  su- 
pra, Shipment  of  explosives 
Trespassers  injured  by  explosion, 
663-664 

Unlawful  purpose  of  making  or  pro- 
curing ezplosivea,  656 
Weapcms,  Bee  sapia,  Fixearma 

EXTBADITIOir  — 

Abduction  without  extradition,  721 
Adjournment  of  extradition  proceed- 
ings, 746 
Affidavit  charging  offense,  741 
Agent  to  receive  prisons,  750 
Annexation  of  territory  as  political 

question,  725 
Appeal  in  extradition  proceedings, 
747 

Arrest  (see  also  infra,  Warrant)  — 
Authority  to  make  arrest,  720 
Commitment  of  prisoner  arrested 

without  warrant,  720-721 
Detention  of  fugitive  pending  ar- 
rival of  extradition  papers,  720 
Governor's  authority  to  issue  war- 
rant, 723 


EXTRADITION  —  continued 
Arrest  —  continued 
State  statutes  authtnizimr  arrot. 
721  ^  ' 

Telegram  as  authority  for  amst. 

720 

Authentication  of  requisition  Dapen. 
728-730  i"*-  -I 

Bastardy  as  extraditable  offense,  734 
Cherokee  chief  as  executive  author- 
ity, 727 
Comity  — 

Basis  of  international  extraditiim. 

713 

Surrender  of  criminals  without  ex- 
tradition, 722 
Complaint,  see  infra,  Indictment,  in- 
formation or  complaint 
Conduct  of  procee(Ungs  — 
Adjournment,  746 
Proceedings  aSter  issuance  ot  war- 
rant, 750-751 
Right  of  accused  to  appeal,  747 
Right  of  accused  to  be  heard,  745 
Technicalities  in  international  pro- 
ceedings, 745 
Constructive  presence  in  eommittinff 

crime,  722-723 
Courts  — 
State  courts  as  bound  by  treaty 

stipulation,  717 
Sufficiency  of  requisition  aa  judi- 
cial question,  718 
Crime  charged,  see  in&a,  Extra* 

ditable  offenses 
Criminal  act  (see  also  infra,  Extra- 
ditable offenses;  Pzoo&  required 
of  demanding  state  or  conn- 
try)— 

Constructive  presence  on  commit- 
ting oime,  722-^ 

Crimes  committed  by  revolution* 
ist,  738 

Degree  of  proof,  732-733 

Determination  of  criminal  charac- 
ter of  act,  736-738 

Furtherance  of  crime  subsequently 
consummated,  731-732 

Indictment  as  evidence  of  crim- 
inal character  of  act,  735 

Proof  of  commission  by  accused. 
734-740 

Cuba  as  within  extradititm  law&  724 
DeSnition,  711 

Delay  in  removing  prisoner,  750 
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EXTRADITION  —  continued 
Demand  for  extradition^  see  infraf 

Reqaisition 
Disehai^  of  prisoner— 
Abduction   without  extradition, 
721 

Delay  in  demand  tm  eztraditionf 

721 

Insufficiency  of  evidence,  733 
Discretion  of  governor  on  demand 

for  extradition,  714 
Evidence  see  infra,  Proo&  required 

of  demanding^  state  or  country 
Examination  of  prisoner,  720-721 
Executive  functions,  723 
Extraditable  offenses  (see  also  su- 
pra, Criminal  act)  — 

Acts  of  strictly  criminal  natore, 
734 

Bastardy,  734 

Constitutional  provisions,  739 

Crimes  committed  by  revolution- 
ist, 738 

Local  law  as  governing,  739 

Political  offenses,  738 

Statutory  erinuB,  734 

^'Treason,  felony  or  other  erime," 
739 

Facts  to  support  extradition,  see  in- 
fra, Proofs  required  of  demanding 
state  or  count^ 

Federal  control  of  interstate  extra- 
dition, 713 

Fleeing  from  justice,  see  infra.  Fugi- 
tives from  justice 

Foreign  possessions,  extradition  to 
and  from,  723 

Fugitives  from  justice  (see  also 
infra.  Persons  subgeet  to  «itr&- 
dition)  — 

Arrest  before  demand  for  extra- 
dition, 720 

Constractive  flight,  725 

Constructive  presence  in  demand- 
ing state,  722-723 

Delay  in  leaving  state,  734 

Departure  after  diWissal  of 
indictment,  732 

Departure  at  request  of  person 
demanding  extradition,  732 

Departure  in  ignorance  that  act 
was  criminal,  732 

Determination  of  fact  by  execu- 
tive, 733 

Paroled  person  leaving  state,  732 


EXTRADITION  —  continued 
Fugitives  from  justice  —  continued 
Presence  in  asylum  state  as  prim& 

facie  evidence,  733 
Proof  of  fact  of  flight,  731 
Proof  that  person  demanded  is 

fugitive,  719 
Reason  for  leaving  not  material. 
732 

Warrant  as  prima  facie  evidence 

of  flight,  733 
Who  is  a  fugitive,  731 
Qood  faith  as  essential  to  extradi- 
tion proceedings,  740 
Governor  — 
Authority  to  issue  warrant,  723 
Compelling  governor  to  honor  req- 
uisition 714 
Delegation  of  power  to  pan  on 

requisition  papers,  720 
Determination  of  facts,  731 
Duty  on  demand  for  surrender  of 

fugitive,  714 
Executive  functicms  in  extradition 

matters,  723 
Judicial  functions  in  issuing  war- 
rant, 719 
Power    to    grant  international 

extradition,  720 
Requisition  to  be  issued  by  gov- 
ernor, 726 
Hearing,  see  supra,  Conduct  of  pro- 
ceedings, 
History,  711-712 
Identity  of  accused,  735 
Indian  chief  as  executive  authoritr.. 
727 

Indian  territory  as  within  extradi- 
tion laws,  724 
Indictment,   information   or  com- 
plaint — 
Certification  by  governor,  738 
Charge  of  crime  as  essential,  739 
Charge  on  information  and  Iwlief, 
743-745 

Criminal  character  of  act  as  es- 
tablished by  indietment,  735 
Equivalent  expressions,  743 
Sufficiency  in  charging  crime,  734- 

735 

Technical  sufficiency  of  indict- 
ment, etc^  741-743 
Information  and  belief  as  suffioi«Dt 

charge  of  crime,  743-745 
Insular  possessions,  extradition  t» 

and  from,  723 
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EXTRADITION  —  continued 
Intemationid  extradition  — 
Absence  of  treaty  stipolationB^ 

713 

Arrest  of  fugitive,  721 
Comity  as  basis,  713 
Construction  of  treaties,  718 
Crimes  not  embraced  in  treaty, 
715  ■ 

Duty  to  surrender  fugitive  from 
justice,  713 

Interstate  extradition  distin- 
guished, 713 

Proof  required,  746 

Bequisition,  727 

State  courts  as  boxmd  by  treaty 

stipulations,  717 
State  legislation,  722 
State  powers,  720 
Tecbnicali^  required,  745 
Treaty  stipnlations  as  essential^ 

714 

Trial  for  crime  not  designated  in 
requisition,  715 
Interstate  extradition  — 

Arrest  of  fugitive  pending  extra- 
dition proceedings,  720 

Antbority  to  demand  surrmder  of 
fugitive,  726 

Commissioners  to  act  in  extradi- 
tion cases,  713 

Duty  to  surrender  fugitives  from 
justice,  719 

Federal  control,  713 

Governor's  duty  as  ministerial,  714 

International  extradition  distin- 
guished, 713 

Jndicial  functions  in  issuing  war- 
rant, 719 

Boles  governing  interstate  extra- 
dition, 71&-720 

State  power  as  to  surrender  of 
criminals,  718-720 

Territory  admitted  as  state  after 
commission  of  crime,  724 

Trial  for  crime  not  designated  in 
requisition,  716 

United  States  not  party  to  pro- 
ceedings, 713 
Jndicial  notice  of  foreign  govern- 
ments, 725 
Jurisdiction  in  case  of  abduction, 

721-723 
Kidnapping  prisoner,  721 
Lapse  of  time  as  affecting  extradi- 
tion proceedings,  741 


EXTRADITION  —  eontimui 
Limitation  of  extradition  proceed- 
ings, 741 

Magistrates  within  extraditiim  elaose 
of  constitution,  739-740 

Merger  of  political  powers  as  af- 
fecting treaties,  724 

Offenses,  see  supra.  Extraditable  of- 
fenses 

Papers,  see  infra.  Requisition 
Persons  subject  to  extradition  (see 
also  supra,  Fugitives  from  joa* 
tiee)  — 
Citizens  of  asylum  state,  726 
Fugitives  froio  justice,  725 
Offenders  against  law  of  asylum  • 

state,  725-72)5 
Offenders  against  law  of  etato  of 

asylum,  719 
Prisoners,  725-726 
State  statute  including  others  than 
fugitive,  732 
Pleading,  see  supra,  Indictment,  in- 
formation or  eomj^aint 
Political  status  of  forei^  govern- 
ment as  political  question,  725 
Porto  Rico  as  witn^  extraditua 

laws,  724 
Process,  see  infra,  Warrant 
Proofs  required  of  demanding  stato 
or  country  — 
Commission  of  criminal  act  by  me- 

cused,  734-740 
Criminal  act,  732-733 
Degree  of  proof,  732-734 
Flight  by  accused,  731 
Fugitive  from  justice,  731 
Good  faith,  740-741 
Identity  of  accused,  735 
International  extradition,  746 
Laws  of  demanding  state  or  coon- 
try,  738 

Presence  of  accused  at  time  of 

committing  offense,  731 
Requisition  papers  as  containing 

all  the  evidence,  73S-734 
Release,  see  supra.  Discharge  of 
prisoner 

Requisition  (see  also  supra.  Inter- 
national extradition;  Interstate 
extradition ;  Proo&  required  by 
demanding  state  or  eonntry)  — 

Authentication  of  requisntion  pa- 
pers, 728-730 

Antbority  to  demand  surrender 
of  fugitives,  726 
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EXTRADITION  —  conHmad 
Requisition  —  continued 
Cherokee  chief  as  exeeative  an- 

tbority,  727- 
Cbief  justice  of  District  of  Co- 
lumbia as  executive  authority, 
727 

Executive  authority  to  issue  requi- 
sitions, 726-727 

Form  and  requisites  of  requisi- 
tion papers,  72&-730 

Power  to  compel  governor  to  hon- 
or requisition,  714 
-  Recital  of  presence  of  pccnsed  at 
time  of  eommissiisL  o£  offense, 
731 

SufBeiency  of  charge  of  crime, 

734-735 

Sulliciency  of  charge  of  crime  as 
judicial  question,  718 
Bights  of  accused,  see  supra,  Con- 
duct of  proceedings 
Second  application,  751 
States  (see  also  supra,  Interstate 
extriadition )  — 
Legislation  as  to  international  ex- 
tradition, 722 
Statute  of  limitations  as  applicable 

to  extradition  proceedings,  741 
Telegram  as  authority  for  arrest,  720 
Territoriality  as  a&cting  extradi- 
tion, 704-725 
Territorial  extradition,  723 
Time     for     bringing  extradition 

ptoceedings,  741 
Treaties  (see  also  supra,  Interna- 
tional extradition)  — 
Merger  of  political  powers  as  af- 
fecting treaties,  724 
Political  crimes  as  within  treaty 
stipulations,  738 
Trial,  see  supra,  Conduct  of  pro- 
ceedings 
United  States  — 
Control  of  interstate  ezb^ition, 
713 

Government  as  party  to  extradi- 
tion proceedings,  713 
Warrant  (see  also  supra,  Arrest)  — 

Contents,  747-750 
Form,  747-749 

Proceedings  after  issuance  of  war- 
rant, 750-751 
Recitals,  747-750 
Who  may  be  extradited,  see  supra, 
Persons  subject  to  extradition 


PAOTOB8  — 

Aceoonting  by  factor,  76d 
Actions  — 
Damages  for  unauthorized  sale, 
772 

Dumages  recoverable  by  factor, 
779 

Defenses  to  action  by  principal, 
771 

Form  of  action  by  principal 
against  factor,  771 

Principal's  right  to  sue  on  con- 
tracts made  by  factor,  782 

Recovery  by  principal  of  goods 
taken  from  factor,  784 

Replevin  by  factor,  779 

Right  of  factor  to  sue  in  laspeet 
of  goods,  778-781 

Trover  by  factor,  779 

Waiving  tort  and  suing  in  assump- 
sit, 786 

Advancements  by  factor,  773-778 
Assignments  — 
Assignability  of  factor's  lien,  775 
Consignment  to  broker  and  con- 
tract of  sale  distinguished,  755 
Equitable  assignment  of  proceeds 

of  sale,  781 
Factor  distingnished  from  broker, 
755 

Care  required  of  factor,  765 
Collecting  proceeds  of  sale,  769 
Compensation  of  factor,  773-778 
Conversion,  see  infra,  Trover 
Customs,  see  infra,  Usage  and  cus- 
tom 

Damages   in   action   by  principal 

against  factor,  772 
Definition,  753 
Del  credere  factors,  754 
Delegation  of  authority,  764 
Diligence  required  of  factor,  765 
Duties  (see  also  infra.  Rights  and 
liabilities  as  between  factor  and 
principal ;  Rights  and  liabilities 
as  to  third  persons)  — 
Aceoonting  to  principal,  769 
Actions  against  factors,  771-773 
Care  and  diligence,  765 
Collecting  proceeds  of  sale,  7G9 
Deviation  from  instructions,  767 
Good  faith,  765 

Information  respecting  goods,  763 
Insurance  of  goods,  767 
Liabilitv  for  price  of  goods  sold 

770 
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FACTORS  —  continued 
Duties  —  continued 

Obedience  to  instructions,  766-767 
Paying  for  proceeds  of  sale,  769 
Kemittance,  769 

Representation  of  both  parties, 
765 

Safe  keeping  of  goods,  767 
Sale  of  goods,  768 

Equitable  assignment  of  proceeds  of 
sale,  781 

Expenses  of  factor,  77a-778 

Factor's  acts  as  afCeeting  right  to 
pledge,  762-763 

Following  property  or  proceeds,  786 

Good  faith  of  factor,  765 

Information  to  principal  respecting 
goods,  768 

Instructions  — 

Deviation  from  instructions,  767 
Obedience  to  instructions,  766 

Insurance  by  factor,  758,  767 

Liabilities,  see  infra,  Rights  and  lia- 
bilities as  between  factor  and  prin- 
cipal ;  Rights  and  liabilities  as  to 
third  persons 

lien  of  factor  — 
Assignability,  775 
Enforcement,  777 
Foundation  of  right  to  lien,  775 
Loss  of  lien,  777 
Possession   requisite  to  support 

lien,  776 
Right  to  lien,  774 
Subjects  of  lien,  774-775 
Waiver,  777 

Obedience  to  instructions,  766 

Payment  over  of  proceeds  of  sale, 
769 

Pledge  by  factor,  761 
Principal)  see  infra,  Rights  and  lia- 
bilities  as   between   factor  and 
principal;  Rights  and  liabilities  as 
to  third  persons 
Ratification  of  factor's  acts,  764 
Regulation  of  factors,  757 
Reimbursement  of  factor  for  ex- 
penses and  advancements,  773-778 
Remittance  of  proceeds  of  sale,  769 
Representation  of  buyer  and  seller, 
765 

Rights  and  liabilities  as  between  fac- 
tor and  principal  — 
Advancements  by  factor,  773-778 
Compensation  of  factor,  773-778 
Delegation  of  authority,  764 


FACTORS  —  continued 
Rights  and  liabilities  as  between 
factor  and  principal  —  continued 
Duties  and  liabilities  to  principal, 

765-773 
Expenses  of  factor.  773-778 
Factor's  acts  as  afitecting  right  to 

pledge,  762 
Insurance  by  factor,  758  * 
Interest  in  goods,  757 
Pledges,  761 

Ratitication  of  factor's  acts,  764 
Reimbursement  of  factor  for  ex- 
penses and  advancements,  773- 
778 

Sale  of  goods,  758-760 

Title  to  goods,  757 

Trust  relationship,  779 

Usage  and  custom  as  to  extent  of 
authority,  763 
Rights  and  liabilities  as  to  third  per- 
sons— 

Action  by  factor  for  price  of 

goods,  778 
Conversion  of  third  person's  goods 

by  factor,  780 
Equitable  assignment  of  proceeds 

of  sale,  781 
Factor's  rights  and  liabilities,  778^ 

782 

Foreign  principal,  780 

Personal  responsibility  of  factor 
to  third  persons,  779 

Principal's  liability  as  to  third 
persons,  782-788 

Warranty  by  factor,  779-780 
Sales  — 

Authority  to  sell,  758-760 

Collection  and  remittance  of  pro- 
ceeds, 769 

Consignment  to  broker  and  eon- 
tract  of  sale  distinguished,  755 

Factor's  duty  to  principal,  768 

Factor's  liability   for  price  of 
goods  sold,  770 

Warranty  by  factor,  760,  779- 
780 

Supercargo  distinguished  &om  fac- 
tor, 756 

Third  persons,  see  supra.  Rights  and 

liabilities  as  to  third  persons 
Trover  — 
Liability  of  factor  for  conversion 

of  goods,  780 
Right  of  factor  to  maintain  trover, 
779 
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FACTORS  —  eontiniud 
Tmst  relationship  between  factor 

and  prindpal,  779 
Usage  and  castmn  as  to  fAoUnr's  aa- 

thority,  763 
Waiving  tort  and  suing  in  assomp- 

'sit,  786 
Warranty,  see  snpra,  Sales 

FAI.SB  ZMPBISOinEEXT  — 

Abase  of  proceas  distingoialiedy  792 
Actions — 

Damages,  81fr^ 

Defenses,  824 

Evidence  of  damage,  822 

Form  of  action,  817 

Parties,  818 

Pleading,  819 

Suing  on  ofiBeer's  bond,  817 

Aets  constituting  false  imprison- 
ment— 
Arresting  wrong  person,  799 
Beating  prisoner,  798 
Cruelty  to  prisoner,  798 
Detaining  prisoner  for  unreason- 
able time,  798 
Humiliating  prisoner,  798 
Exemption  from  arrest  as  affect- 
ing liabUity,  800 
Manacling  prisoner,  798 
Searching  female  prisoner,  798 
Unnecessary  severity,  798 
Wanton  conduct,  798 
.   Arresting  wrong  person,  799 

Arrest  without  warrant,  800 

Attorney's  liability  for  false  impris- 
onment, 809 

Bailing  prisoner,  802 

Beating  prisoner  as  false  imprison- 
ment, 798 

Bonds,  see  infra,  Officers 

Carrier's  right  to  restrain  disorderly 
passenger,  805 

Character  in  mitigation  of  damages, 
823 

Charitable  corporations  as  liable  for 

false  imprisonment,  811 
Clerk  as  liable  for  issuing  process 

wrongfully,  807 
Compensatory  damages,  820 
Complaining  witness's  liability  for 

false  imprisonment,  807 
Constables,  see  infra,  OffieeiB 
Corporations  as  liable  for  false  im- 
prisonment, 811 
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ALSE  IMPEISONMENT  —  con- 
tinued 

Criminal  aspect  of  false  imprison' 

ment,  792 
Cruelty  as  false  imprisonment,  798 
Damages,  819-823 

Defense  of  person  «r  property  as 

justification,  805 
Definition,  791 

Detention  of  person,  see  snpra,  Acts 

constituting  faU»  imprisonment 
Elements  of  actionable  wnrng — 

Force,  793 

MaUee^  792,  794 

Restnunt  ot  person,  793 

Want  of  probable  cause,  792 
Evidence,  822 
Exemplary  damages,  821 
Exemption  from  arrrat  as  affecting 

HabiUty,  800 
False  as  synonymous  with  nnlawf  at, 

791 

Force  as  essential  element,  793-794 

Form  of  action,  817 

Governor's  liability  for  aets  in  sup- 
pression of  insurrection,  816 

Grand  jurors  as  liable  for  false  im- 
prisonment, 816 

Humiliating  prisoner  as  false  im- 
prisonment, 798 

Husband's  authority  as  justification, 
804 

Immunity  from  liability  — 
Distinction  between  judges  of  su- 
perior and  inferior  courts,  815 
Qovemor  suppressing  insurreetaon, 
816 

Grand  jurors,  816 
Judges  of  courts  of  geaeaH  juris- 
diction, 613 
Judges  of  courts  of  limited  juris- 
diction, 814 
Mayor  of  city,  816 
Quasi  judicial  officers,  SIQ" 
Imprisonment,  see  sapra.  Acts  con- 
stituting false  imprisonment 
Insanity  requiring  restraint  as  justi- 
fication, 804 
Jac^^,  see  infRL  Judicial  officers 
Judicial  officers  (see  also  supra,  Im- 
munity from  liability)  — 
Clerk's  Uability,  807 
Immunity  from  liability,  81S-617 
Magistrate's  liabilitr^,  807 
Mayor  of  city  as  judicial  officer, 
807 
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FAI^B    IMPBISONHENT  —  con- 
tinued 
Justification  — 
Burden  of  proof,  801 
Carrier  restraining  diaordeily  pas- 
senger, 805 
Defense  of  person  or  property, 
805 

Execution  of  legal  process,  795- 
SOO 

Husband's  authority  over  wife's 

person,  804 
Insanity   necesdtating  restraint, 

804 

Legislative  authority,  804 
Military  authority,  802 
Officer  acting  nnda  l^fel  process, 
795  • 

Parent's  right  to  control  child,  804 
Process  issued  without  junsdio- 

tion,  796 
Proof  of  justification,  801 
School  teacher's  authoritv,  804 
Legislative  aotbority  for  making  ar- 
rest, 804 

Liability,  see  infra,  Persons  liable 
for  false  imprisonment 

Magistrate,  see  supra,  Judicial  offi- 
cers 

Malice  as  gist  of  false  imprisonment, 
792 

Malirious  prosecution  distinguished, 
791 

Mayor's  liability  for  official  acts,  816 

Measure  of  damages,  819 

Military  authority  for  making  arrest, 

802-804 

Mistake  as  to  identity  of  person,  799 
Mitigation  of  damages,  823 
Municipal  corporations  as  liable  for 

false  imprisonment,  811 
Officers  (see  also  supra.  Immunity 
from   liability;   Judicial  offi- 
cers— 

A&sistant  as  liable  for  officer's 

acts,  805 
Clerk's  liability  for  issuing  process 

wrongfully,  807 
Command  of  officer  as  affecting 

liability,  806 
Duty  to  bring  prisoner  before 

magistrate,  801-802 
Jufttification  under  legal  process, 

795-800 

Knowledge  of  irregularities  of 

procrss,  797 


&LSE  IMPRISONMENT  —  ctm- 
timud 

Officers —  eontintud 
M^istrate's  liability,  807 
Orders  of  superior  officers  in  miti- 
gation of  damages,  823  , 
Tax  assessor's  liability  for  issuing 
wrongful  warrant,  307 

Orders  of  superior  officers  in  miti- 
gation of  damages,  823 

Parent's  aothor^  as  justifieation, 
804 

Parties  to  actions,  818 
Partnership  as  liable  for  taHat  im- 
prisonment, 812 
Persons  liable  for  false  imprison-  ' 

ment  (see  also  supra^  Immunity 

from  Uability;  Judicial  officers; 

Offieera)  — 
Assistant  of  officer,  805 
Attorney  of  plaintiff,  809 
Charitable  corporations,  811 
Command  of  officer  as  affecting 

liability,  806 
Complaining  witness,  807 
Corporations,  811 
Magistrate  issuing  process,  807 
Municipal  corporations,  811  ■ 
Partnerships,  812 
Plaintiff  in  proceeding  for  arrest, 

807 

Principal's  liability  for  acts  of 
a^t,  810 

Plaintiff's  liability  for  false  im- 
prisonment, 807 

Pleading,  819 

Privilege  from  arrest  as  affecting 

liability,  800 
Process  (see  also  infra,  Warrant)  — 
Irregularities  in  process,  795 
Jurisdiction  to  issue  process,  796 
Justification  for  detention  of  per- 
son, 795 
Legality  of  proee®,  795 
Officer's  personal  knowledge  of  ir- 
regularities, 797 
Return  according  to  law,  798 
Service  in  compliance  with  law, 
798 

Public  officers,  see  supra,  Ofl3cen 

Punitive  damages,  821 

Reputation  in  mitigation  ai  dam- 
ages, 823 

B^^raint  of  person  as  essential  de- 
ment, 793-794 
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TALSE     IMPRISONMENT  —  con- 
tinued 

School  teacher's  authority  as  justi- 
fication, 804 
Sheriflfa,  see  supra,  Offieers 
Threats  affecting  restraint  of  person, 

794 

VindictiTe  damages,  821 
Want  of  probable  cause,  702 
Wanton  eonduet  as  false  imprison- 

ment,  798 
Warrant   (see  also-  snpra.  Proc- 
ess) — 

Arresting  wrong  person  under 

warranty  799 
Identification  of  person  named, 

799 

Justification  for  arrest,  79&-£00 
Necessity  for  making  arrest,  800 
Tax  warrants  issued  wrongfully, 
807 

FALSE  PBETENSES  — 

Ability  to  detect  falsity  of  pretense, 
834 

Action  induced  by  pretense,  836 
Acts  constituting  ouense,  see  infra, 

Means  of  committing  offense 
Actual  deception  as  essential,  836 
Admissions  and  declarations,  866 
Age  as  subject  of  false  representa- 
tion, 845 

Agency  as  subject  of  false  represen- 
tation, 847 
Agent  in  possession  as  owner,  861 
Amendment  of  indictment,  863 
Attempt  to  commit  offense,  855 
Bailee  in  possession  as  owner,  861 
Bill  of  sale  obtained  by  false  pre- 
tenses, 840-841 
Bills  and  not^  — 
Bills  obtained  by  false  pretenses, 
840 

Validity  as  subject  of  representa- 
tion, 852 

Board  and  lodging  obtained  by  false 
pretenses,  841 

Bunco  steering,  839 

Burden  of  proof,  864 

Carrier  as  agent  of  consignee,  854 

Chattel  mortgage  obtained  by  false 
pretenses,  840-841 

Cheats  as  synonymous  with  false 
pretenses,  827 

Chose  in  action  as  subject  of  repre- 
sentation, 852-856 


FALSE  PRETENSES  — contimMd 
Circumstantial  evidence  as  to  intent 

to  defraud,  865 
Common-law  offense,  ^8 
Ccmdition  as  subject  of  representa- 
tion, 851 

Conduct  amounting  to  folae  pre- 
tenses, 838 
Confessions,  866 

Confidence  game  as  false  pretense, 

839 

Construction  of  statutes,  820 
Consummation  as  fixing  [4aea  of 

crime,  854 
Corporation  aa  person,  831 
Corpus  delicti  as  provable  by  eon- 

fession,  866 
Credit  as  subject  of  representation, 

848 

Creditor  obtaining  payment  of  debt, 

844 

Declarations,  866 
Defenses,  855 
Definitions,  827 

Delivery  to  carrier  as  delivery  to  de- 
fendant, 854 
Distinctions,  828 

Distress  as  subject  of  representation, 
849 

Elements  of  offense  (see  also  infra, 
Indictment  or  '  information ; 
Means  of  committing  offense; 
Pretense ;  Property  or  tidng  ob- 
tained) — 

Deceived  person,  831 

Deceiver,  830 

Inducement  to  action,  862 

Injury,  843-844 

Intent,  837 

Means  used,  838-840 

Parties,  830 

Parting  with  ownership  of  prop- 
erty, 862 

Pretense,  831-837 

Property  obtained,  840 

Reliance  on  pretenses,  862 

Thing  obtained,  840-842 

Transfer  of  property,  842,  861- 
862 

Embezzlement  distinguished,  828 

Evidence  — 
Admissions,  866 

Belief  that  representations  were 

true,  865 
Books  and  papers,  864 
Burden  of  proof,  864 
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FALSE  PRETENSES  —  continued 
Evidence  —  eontinited 
Circumstances  ^nerally,  864-865 
Confessions,  866 

Corpus  delicti  as  provable  by  flon- 

fession,  866 
Declarations^  866 
Insolvency  of  defendant}  868 
Intent  to  defrand,  865 
Other  false  representations,  867- 

868 

Other  transactions,  8G4 
Pecuniary  conditions  of  defend- 
ant, 868 

Presumption  of  intent  to  defrand, 

865 

Self-incrimination,  864 
Value  of  property  involved,  864:- 
865 

Expression  of  opinion  as  pretense, 

832 

Fnlse  personation  as  folse  pretense, 
839 

Falsity  of  pretense,  833 
Forgery  distinguished,  828 
Fraudulent  intent  as  element  of  of- 

fftuso,  837 
Impersonation  as  false  pretense,  839 
Tncnmbrances  on  property  as  subject 

of  representation.  850 
Indictment  and  information  — 

Agent  in  possession  as  owner,  861 

Amendment,  863 

Averment  of  material  elements  of 

offense,  857 
Bailee  in  possession  as  owner,  861 
Belief  that  false  pretense  was  true, 

862 

Certainty  in  charging  offense,  857 
Corporation  as  person  defrauded, 

858 

Delivery  of  property  to  defendant, 
8{i2 

Description  of  character  or  ca- 
pacity of  defendant,  858 
Fraudulent  cliaraeter  of  represen- 
tations, 8o9 
Intent  to  defraud,  858,  859 
Knowledge  of  falsity,  859 
Language  of  statute,  857 
Means  of  committing  offense,  859- 
860 

Naming  person  defranded,  858 
Ownership  of  property,  861 
Ownership  of  thing  obtained,  861 


FALSE  PRETENSES  — cond'fttieii 
Indictment  and  information  —  eom- 
tinued 

Parting  with  ownership  of  prop- 
erty, 862 
Place  of  commission  of  offense, 

862 

Pretense  as  sabjeet  of  avomottf 
858 

Property  or  thing  obtained,  860 
Relation  of  parties,  862 
Scienter  to  be  alleged,  857 
Setting  out  writings,  859-860 
Thing  obtained,  860 
Transfer  to  defendant,  861-862 
Value  of  thing  obtained,  861 
Variance,  863 

Written  instrument  as  basis  of 
indictment,  859-860 
Inducement  of  a<!tion  by  pretense, 

836 

Inference  of  intent  to  defraud,  865 
Injuries  as  element  of  offense,  843- 
844 

Insolvency  of  defendant,  868 

Instructions,  856 

Intent  as  element  of  offense,  837 

Intent  to  defraud  — 

Averment  in  indictment,  859 
Circumstantial  evidence,  865 
Evidence,  865 

Inference  or  false  repr^entations, 
865 

Knowledge  of  falsity  of  pretense, 
859 

Lareeny  diatinguisbed,  828 

Letter  as  false  pretense  at  place  of 
muling,  855 

Loss  by  deceived  person,  843 

Mailing  letters  or  instruments  as  fix- 
ing place  of  crime,  855 

Means  of  committing  offense  — 
Acts,  838 

Averment  in  indictment,  859-860 

Bunco  steering,  839 

Conduct,  838 

Confidence  game,  839 

Creditor   obtaining   payment  of 

debt,  844 
Deceiver's  right  to  property,  844 
False  personation,  839 
Obtaining  one's  own  property,  844 
Words  or  conduct,  838 
Membership  in  society  as  subject  of 
representation,  847 
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FALSE  PRETENSES  — coBttnued 
Money  as  subjeet  of  false  pretenses, 
861 

Name  as  person  of  false  representa- 
tion,  8^ 

Notes  obtained  by  false  pretenses, 
840 

Obtaining  thing  of  value,  see  infra. 
Property  or  thing  obtained 

Occupation  as  subject  of  representa- 
tion, 846 

Official  capacity  as  sabject  of  repre- 
sentation, 847 

Opinion  expressed  as  pretense,  832 

Ownership  of  property  as  subjeet 
of  representation,  849 

Owner^ip  to  be  stated  in  indict- 
ment, 861 

Pecuniary  conditions  of  defendant, 
868 

Person  as  including  corporations, 
831 

Plaee  of  conunission  of  olFense,  862 
Place  of  crime,  854-855 
Plausibility  of  pretense,  833 
Poverty  as  subject  of  representation, 
849 

Presumption  of  intent  to  defraud, 
865 

Pretense  (see  also  infra,  Represen- 
tations as  to  particular  sub- 
jects— 

Ability  to  detect  falsity,  834 

Action  induced  by  pretense,  836 

Actual  deception,  835 

A<ituBl  falsity,  833 

Averment  in  indictment,  858 

Deception,  835 

Expression  of  opinion,  832 

Facts  in  past  or  present,  858 

Ffllsity,  8:i3 

Futurity  of  subject,  858 
Inducement  of  action,  836 
Partial  falsity,  858-859 
Plausibility,  833 
Reliance  on  pretense,  862 
Representation  of  fact,  831 
Principal  and  agent,   see  supra, 
Agents 

Procedure  (see  also  snpra.  Indict- 
ment and  information;  Prosecu- 
tions) — 
Venue,  854 
Property  or  thing  obtained  — 
Agent  in  possession  as  owner,  861 
Bailee  in  possession  as  owner,  861 


FALSE  PRETENSES  — eontimwa 
Property  or  thing  obtained  emi- 
tinued 
Bill  of  sale,  840-841 
Bills  and  notes,  840 
Board  and  lodging,  841 
Chattel  mortgage,  840-841 
Description  in  indictment,  860 
Hotel  accommodations,  841 
Money,  861 

Ownership  to  be  stated  in  indict- 
ment, 861 

Real  property,  841 

Securities,  840 

Signature  to  contract,  8tt 

"Valuable  thing,"  840 
Prosecutions  — 

Defenses,  855 

Evidence,  864-869 

Indictment  or  information,  857-r 
864 

Instructions,  856 
Parties,  858 
Punishment,  857 
Prosecutor's  illegal  intent  as  defense, 
855 

Punishment,  857 

Quality  as  subject  of  representation, 
851 

Real  property  obtained  by  false  pre- 
tenses, 841 

Representations  as  to  particular  sub- 
jects— 
Age,  845 
Agency,  847 
Bachelorhood,  845 
Condition  of  person,  843 
Condition  of  things,  851 
Credit,  848 
Distress,  849 

Incumbrances  on  property,  850 

Membership  of  society,  847 

Money,  851 

Name,  845 

Occupation,  846 

Official  capacity,  847 

Ownership  of  proper^,  849 

Poverty,  849 

Quality,  851 

Residence,  846 

Solvency,  848 

Validity  of  check  or  chose  in  ac- 
tion, 852-856 
Value,  851 
Residence  as  subject  of  false  repre- 
sentation. 846 
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FALSE  PRETENSES  — contwMd 

Rights  of  accused,  see  infra,  Self- 
incrimination 

Scienter  to  be  laid  in  indictment,  857 

Securities  obtained  by  false  pre- 
tenses, 840 

Self-incrimination,  864 
Signature  obtained  by  false  pre- 
tenses, 841 

Solvency  «t  subject  of  representa- 
tion, 848 

Statutes  — 

Construction,  829 

Modification  of  conunon  law,  829 

Thing  obtained,  see  supra,  Property 
or  thing  obtained 

Transfer  of  proper^  — 
Delivery  to  agent  or  carrier,  843 
Necessity  of  transfer,  842 

Value  (see  also  supra,  Property  or 
thing  obtained)  — 
Averment  in  indictment,  861 
Evidence  of  value  as  relevant, 
864-865 

Representations  as  to  value,  851 

Variance,  863 
Venue,  854 

Victim's  illegal  purpose  as  defense, 
855 

Words  as  constituting  false  preten- 
ses, 838 

FENCES  - 

Animals  (see  also  infra.  Railroad 
fences)  — 

Barbed  wire  fence  injoring  ani- 
mals, 875 

Cattle  guurds  on  railroads,  893- 
894 

Escape  on  unfenced  land  along 

highway,  874 
Fencing  in,  873 
Fencing  out,  874 

Injuries  from  barbed  wire  fences, 
875-876 

Railroad  fences  to  protect  animals, 

901-906 

Barbed  wire  fence  as  nuisance,  875 

Boundary  fences,  see  infra,  Par- 
tition fences 

Breach  of  agreement  to  maintain 
partition  fences,  881 

Carriers,  see  infra,  Railroad  fences 

Cattle  guards,  897-898 

Children  as  protected  by  railroad 
fence  laws,  908 


FENCES  —  continued 
Constitutionality  of  railroad  fence 

laws,  890-892 
Contracts  — 
Agreement  between  railroad  and 

adjacent  owner,  901 
Fencing  railroad  tracks,  893 
Maintenance  of  partition  fences, 
881-883 

Contribution  to  cost  of  partition 

fences,  888-890 
Covenants   to   maintain  partition 

fence  as  running  with  land,  882 
Deed  as  evidence  of  agreement  to 

maintain  partition  fence,  882 
Definition,  872 

Destruction  of  fences,  see  infra.  In- 
juring or  removing  fences 

Ditch  as  fence,  873 

Division  fences,  see  infra,  Partition 
fences 

Duty  to  maintain  fences,  see  infra, 

Erection  and  maintenance 
Enclosed  lands,  see  infra,  Partition 

fences;  Railroad  fences 
Erection  and  maintenance  (see  also 
infra,  Spite  fences)  — 

Common-law   rule   as  to  land- 
owner's duty,  873 

Duty  to  enclose  land,  873 

Encroaching  fences,  877 

Private  road  as  subject  of  enclo- 
sure, 873 

Right  to  leave  land  unfenced,  873 

Statutory  regtdations,  874-875 

Sufficiency  of  fences,  876 

Watercourse  crossed  by  fence,  873 
Evidence  of  agreement  to  maintain 

partition  fence,  882 
Expense  of  maintaining  partition 

fences,  888-890 
Hedge  as  fence,  873 
Height  of  fences  — 

Spite  fences,  877 

Statutory  regulation, -876-877 
Highways,  see  infra.  Roads 
Improved  lands,  see  infra,  Partiti<Hi 

fences;  Railroad  fences 
Injuring  or  removing  fences  — 

Landowner's    r^ht    to  remove 
fence,  909 

Partition  fences,  909 

Remedies  for  wrongful  acts,  910 
"Lawful  fence,"  876-877 
License  to  join  fences  on  adjoining 

land,  881 
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FENCES  —  conlimted 

Light  and  air  obstructed  by  fences, 
877-879 

Maintenance  of  fences,  see  sapra, 

Erection  and  maintenance 
Malicious  obstruction  of  view  by 

fences,  877-870 
Nuisances   (see  also  infra,  Spite 
fences) — 

Barbed  wire  fencei,  875 
Obstruction  of  view  by  fences,  877- 

879 

Ownership  of  fences,  see  infra,  Prop- 
erty in  fences 

Parol  evidence  of  agreement  to  main- 
tain partition  fence,  882 

Partition  fences  — 
Agreement  to  maintain,  881-883 
Breach  of  agreement  to  maintain, 
881 

Contracts  as  to  maintenance,  881- 

883 

Contribution    between  adjoining 

landowners,  883-890 
Cost  of  maintenance,  888-890 
Covenants  runaiag  with  land,  882 
Deed  as  evidence  of  agreement  to 

maintain,  882 
Definition,  879 
Destruction  of  fence,  909 
Duty  as  to  maintenance  imposed 

by  statnte,  883 
Duty  to  maintain  at  common  law, 

880 

Enclosed  land  as  within  atatntory 

provisions,  884-885 
Enforcement  of  duty  to  maintain, 

S84-S85 

Expense  of  maintenance,  888-890 
Improved  land  as  within  statutory 

provisions,  884-885 
Injury  or  removal,  909 
License  to  join  fences  on  adjoin- 
ing land,  881 
Location  of  partition  fences,  885 
Parol  evidence  of  agreement  to 

maintain,  882 
Prescriptive  duty  to  maintain,  880 
Proceedings  nnder  statute,  886- 
888 

Removal  of  fence,  909 
Statutory  regulations,  883-890 
.  Unimproved  land,  884 
Viewer's  powers  and  duties  as  to 

location,  885-886 
Worm  fences  as  encroachment,  886 


FENCES  — contiMwed 
Police  power  to  prohibit  spite  fences, 
878 

Property  in  fences  (see  also  aupTa, 
Injuring  or  removing  fences)  — 
Compelling  removal   as  taking 

private  property,  873 
Location  as  deto^ining  owner- 
ship, 879 
Railroad  fences — 
Agreement  with  adjacent  owner, 
901 

Animals  as  subject  to  protection, 

901-906 

Care  in  maintenance  of  fence,  894 
Cattle  guards,  893-894,  897-898 
Children  as  affected  by  fence  laws, 
908 

Common-law  dnty  to  fence  tracks, 

890 

Constitutionality  of  fence  laws, 

890-892 

Contractual  obligation  to  fence 

tracks,  893 
Contributory   negligence  in  in- 
juries to  animals,  905 
Duty  to  fence  tracks,  890 
Employees  as  protected  by  fence 

laws,  906 
Gates  to  be  kept  closed,  895 
Improved  and  enclosed  lands,  8QS 
Insurer  as  to  condition  of  fence, 
894 

Lessee  as  assuming  duty  to  fence 

track,  892 
licensee  as  assnming  duty  to  fence- 
track,  892 
Passengers  as  protected  by  fence- 
laws,  907 
Persons  as  subject  to  motection, 

906-909 
Places  to  be  fenced,  896-901 
Protection  of  animals,  901-^06 
Protection  of  persons,  906-909 
Public  convenience  affected  by 
fences,  896 

Purpose  of  fence  laws,  901-909 
Repair  of  fences,  894 
Station  grounds  and  depot  as  re- 
quiring fences,  899-901 

Statutory  dnty  to  fence  tracks, 

890 

Tracks  in  streets  or  bigbwayL, 
896-^97 
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FENCES  —  continued 
Railroad  fences  —  continued 

Trespassers  as  affected  by  fence 
laws,  907-908 
Removal  of  fences,  see  supra.  Injur- 
ing or  removing  fences 
Right  to  erect  fences,  see  supra. 

Erection  and  maintenance 
Roads  — 
Animals   escaping   on  unfenced 

land  along  highways,  874 
Enclosure  of  private  road,  873 
Spite  fences  — 

Common-law  rights  of  landowner, 
877 

Injunction  to  restrain  erection, 
877-878 

Motive  as  characterizing  structure, 
87S 

Police  power  to  prohibit,  878 
Statutory  regulation,  878 

Statutory  regulation  of  fences,  878 

Stream  as  fence,  873 

Sufficiency  of  fences,  876-877 

Unimproved  lands,  see  supra.  Par- 
tition fences 

Tiewers,  see  supra.  Partition  fences 

Wall  as  fence,  873 

Waters  — 
Definition  of  fence  as  including 

water,  873 
Fence  across  stream,  873 

Ways,  see  supra,  Roads 

FERRIES  — 
Action  for  infringement  of  franchise, 

935 

Adverse  user  as  establishii^  ferry, 
916 

Amnsement  place  coadncted  by  ferry 

company,  930 
Appeal    from    order  establishing 

ferry,  916 
Application  for  franchise,  920 
Assignment  of  franchise,  927 
Bond  for  performance  of  duties,  929 
Bridrrcs  — 

Election  to  build  bridge  in  lieu 
of  ferry,  930 

Ferry  distinguished,  914 

Infringement  of  ferry  franchise, 
925 

Injunction  against  bridge  near 
ferry,  925 
Cables  interfering  with  navigation, 
922 


FERRIES  —  continued 
Carriers   (see  also  infra.  Liability 
for  injuries  to  persons  or  prop- 
erty) — 

Amusement  place  conducted  by 
ferry  company,  930 

Ferryman  as  common  carrier,  931 
Collateral  attack  on  franchise,  936 
Contributory  negligence  of  persona 

injured,  934 
Conveyances  for  passengers,  928 
Definition,  913 

Delegation  of  power  to  establish 

ferries,  915 
Descendible  quality  of  franchise,  927 
Dower  in  ferry  franebise,  926--927 
Eminent  domain  — 
Condemnation  as  termination  of 

franchise,  930 
Franchise  as  subject  to  condemns^ 

tion,  926-927 
Interference  with  boom  on  navi- 
gable water,  921-922 
Landings  acquired  by  eondemna- 
tion,  921 

Equipment,  see  infra,  Operation  o£ 

ferries 

Establishment  of  ferries  (see  also 
infra.  Franchise  j  License)  — 

Adverse  user,  91(i 

Delegation  of  power,  915 

Interstate  ferries,  918 

Judicial  power,  915-916 

Legislative  control,  915 

License  as  essential,  914 

Navigation  as  including  right  to 
operate  ferry,  915 

Power  to  establish,  914 

Prescription,  914-915,  916 

Private  ferries,  917 
Exclusiveness  of  franchise,  923-925 
Execution  — 

Ferry  boat  as  subject  to  sale  under 
execution,  930 

Franchise  as  subject  to  sale  under 
execution,  927 
Execution  sale  of  franchise,  927 
Facilities,  see  infra.  Operation  of 

ferries 

Franchise  (see  also  infra.  Infringe- 
ment of  franchise;  License)  — 
Application  for  grant,  920 
Assignment,  927 
Collateral  attack,  936 
Contractual  obligation,  924 
Dower  right  in  franchises,  d2&- 
927 
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FERRIES  —  continuea 
Franchise  —  continued 
Duration  of  grant,  920 
Exclusiveness,  923-925 
Execution  sale,  927 
"Ferry"  as  denoting  franchise,  914 
Forfeiture  for  noncompliance  with 

regulations,  929 
Form  of  grant,  920 
Grant  as  essential,  914-917 
Heritable  quality,  927 
Incorporeal  hereditaments,  926 
Infringement  of  franchise,  923- 

926 

Injunction  against  infringement, 

935 

Legislative  control,  919-920 
Manner  of  granting,  919-920 
Monopoly  as  essential  element,  924 
Occupation  of  navigable  waters, 
921 

Personal  trust  or  property  right, 

926-927 
Persons  entitled  to  grant,  920 
Private  statutes  granting  fran- 
chise, 920 
Property  rights  in  franchise,  926 
Remedies  for  violation,  935 
Revocation,  930 

Right  to  keep  ferry  as  franchise, 
914 

Riparian  owner  as  entitled  to  pref- 
erence, 920 

Statutory  regulation  of  grant,  920 

Termination,  930 

Term  of  years,  920 

Transfer,  927 
Grant  as  essential  to  existence  of 

ferry,  914-917 
Highways  • — 

Public  way  as  highway,  913-914 

Use  of  public  road  as  lauding, 
921 

Incorporeal  hereditaments,  926 
Infringement  of  franchise  — 

Bridge  as  infringement,  925 

Exclusiveness  o£  franchises  gen- 
erally, 923-925 

Injunction  against  infringement 
of  ferry  franchise,  925 

Private  ferry  as  infringement,  925 
Inheritable  quality  of  franchise,  927 
Injunction  against  infringement  of 

franchise,  935 
Interstate  ferries  — 

Establishment,  918 

£egalation,  919 


FERRIES  —  continued 

Landings,  920-921 

Legislative  power,  see  sapra,  Estab- 
lishment of  ferries 

Lessee's  liability  in  operating  ferry, 
932 

Levy  and  seizure,  see  supra,  Execu- 
tions 

Liability  for  injuries  to  persons  or 
property  — 
Common  carrier's  liability,  931 
Condition  of  appliances  and  equip- 
ment 

Contributory  negligence,  934 

Defective  appliances  and  equip- 
ment, 933 

Educational  corporation  operating 
ferfy,  931 

Injury  to  passengers,  932 

Insurer  of  goods  carried,  931 

Lessee's  liability,  932 

Municipal  liability,  931 

Passengers  injured,  932 

Private  ferryman  as  common  car- 
rier, 931 

Property  injured  in  transporta- 
tion, 933 
Rules  for  protection  of  passengers 
and  property,  932 
License    (see  -also   supra.  Fran- 
chise) — 
Ferry  on  navigable  waters,  915 
Judicial  review  of  grant,  916 
Necessity,  914 
Maintenance,  see  supra.  Establish- 
ment of  ferries;  infra,  Operation 
of  ferries 
Monopoly  as  essential  element  of 

ferry  franchise,  924 
Municipal  corporations  — 

Liabilities  in  operating  ferry,  931 
Pleading  authority  to  operate  fer- 
ry, 93G 

Power  to  maintain  ferry,  916 
Navigation   as  including  right  to 
operate  ferry,  915 

Negligence,  see  supra,  Liability  for 
injuries  to  persons  or  property 

Nonuser  as  ground  of  revocation, 

930 

Operation  of  ferries  (see  also  supra, 
Liability  for  injuries  to  persons 
or  property)  — 

Accommodations  for  all  passen- 
gers, 928 

Adoption  of  improvements,  928 
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FERRIES  —  continued 
Operation  of  ferries  —  continued 
Appliances  and  equipment,  927- 
928,  933 

Bond  for  performance  of  duties, 
929 

Bridge  in  lien  of  ferry,  930 
Cables  interfering  vitb  naviga- 
tion, 922 
Competent  operatives,  927 
Employment  of  third  persons  to 

furnish  facilities,  929-930 
Entrances  and  exite,  928 
Equipment,  927 

Forfeiture  of  franchise  for  non- 
complianee    with  regulatunu, 

929 

Maintenance  of  service,-  928 
Penalties  for  noncompliance  with 

regulations,  929 
Safety  of  passengers,  528 
Statutory  regulation,  927 
Conveyances  for  passengers,  928 
Injuries  to  passengers,  932 
Penalties    recoverable    by  pas- 
sengers, 929 
Rules  for  protection  of  passengers, 
932 

Safety  in  transportation,  928 
Penalties  for  noncompliaoee  with 

regulations,  929 
Personal  injuries,  see  supra,  liabil- 
ity for  injury  to  persons  or  prop- 
erty 

Persons  entitled  to  obtain  franchise, 
920 

Power  to  establish  ferries,  see  supra, 

Establishment  of  ferries 
Prescription  — 

Landings  acquired  by  prescrip- 
tion, 921 

Maintenance  of  ferry,  914^-915 
Presumptions,  916-917,  936 
Private  ferries,  917,  925 
Property  rights  in  franchise,  926 
Property  injured  in  transportation, 

933 

Public  resort  conducted  by  fary 
company,  930 

Quo  warranto  against  operating 
without  license,  935 

Railroads  required  to  operate  fer- 
ries, 929 

.Regulation  of  ferries  (see  also  su- 
pra, Operation  of  ferries)  — 
Legislative  control,  916 


FERRIES  —  continued 

Regulation  of  fen-ies  —  eonttmud 

Power  to  regulate,  919 

Tolls  as  subject  to  regulation,  922 
Remedies  for  violation  of  franchise, 

935 

Revocation  of  franchise,  929-930 

Riparian  owner  as  entitled  to  fran- 
chise, 920 

Rules  for  protection  of  paseeagets 
and  property,  932 

Tax  on  ferry  as  interference  with 
interstate  commerce,  918 

Ticket  collector's  authority,  922 

Tolls,  922 

Transfer  of  franchise,  927 

FIRES  — 

Absolute  liability  of  railroads,  see 
infra,  Statutory  liability  oC  rail- 
roads 

Actions  (see  also  infra.  Evidence; 
infra.  Railroad  fires)  -~ 
Assignability  of  cause  oi  action, 

952 

Damages,  959-961 
Indivisibility  of  cause  of  action, 
952 

Insurance  as  affecting  right  of  ac- 
tion, 953 

Parties,  952 

Pleading,  954 
Adjoining  owners,  see  infra.  Rail- 
road tires 
Admissions  and  declarations  — 

Declarations  of  workmen,  957 

Railroad  fires,  994 
Agency,  see  infra,  Prineipal  and 

agent 

Appeal  and  error,  rulings  on  evi- 
dence, 957 

Appliances  to  prevent  fire,  956 

Assignment  of  cause  of  action  for 
injury  by  fire,  952 

Burden  of  proof,  shifting  of  burden, 
955,  990 

Canadian  government  liable  for  fires 
on  government  railway,  981 

Care  (see  also  infra.  Negligence; 
Railroad  fires)  — 
Measure  of  care  required  in  set- 
ting out  fires,  943 

Causal  connection,  see  infra.  Proxi- 
mate cause 

Children's  acts  as  imposing  liability 
on  parent,  943 
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Common  law  liability  for  accidental 
fire,  940 

Commnnieation  of  fire  as  raising 
preBomption  of  negligence  987- 
993 

Conearrenee  of  causes,  971 
Condition  of  property  as  contribat- 

ing  to  injury  by  fire,  973 
Constitutionality  of  laws  imposing 
absolute  liability  of  railroads,  979 
Contributory  negligence  (see  also 
infra,  Negligence)  — 
Burden  of  proof,  956 
Failure    to    protect  property 

against  seen  danger,  976 
Interference  with  extinguishment 

of  fire,  1012 
Railroad  fires,  972-977 . 
Statutory  liability  of  railroads  as 
affected  by  contributory  negli- 
gence, 983 
Criminal  liability  for  fires,  951-952 
Damages  — 
Elements  of  damage,  959 
Market  value  as  evidence  of  dam- 
age, 960 
Measure  of  damages,  959 
Mitigation  of  damages,  960 
Railroad  fires,  1000-1003 
Degree  of  care,  see  infra,  Railroad 
fires 

Diligence   (see  also  infra,  N^li- 

gence)  — 
Measure  of  diligence  required  in 

setting  out  fires,  943 
Engines,  see  infra,  Railroad  fires 
Evidence  (see  also  infra.  Expert 

and  opinion  evidence;  Railroad 

fires)  —  * 
Admissibility,  957 
Burden  of  proof,  955 
Burden  of  proof  in  action  against 

railroad,  986 
Declarations  of  workmen,  957 
Defective  appliances,  957-958 
Expert  evidence  regarding  fires, 

957 

Harmless  error  in  rulings  on  evi- 
dence, 957 

Presumption,  955 

Presumption  as  to  liability  of  rail- 
road, 986-993 

Bes  gestffi,  957 

Res  ipsa  loquitur,  966 

R.  C.  L.  Vol.  XI.— 78. 


FIRES  —  continued 
Evidence —  continued 

Secondary  evidence  as  to  railroad 
fires,  994 

Weight  of  evidence,  957 
Expert  and  opinion  evidence  — 

Cause  of  fire,  957 

Proper  time  to  bum  fallow,  957 

Railroad  fires,  994 
Extinguishment  of  fires,  see  infra, 

Int^erence  with  extinguishment 

of  fires 
Forest  fires,  951 

Independent  contractors  setting  out 
fire,  943 

Independent  efficient  causes,  see  in* 

f  ra,  Proximate  cause 
Inflammable  materials  (see  also  in* 
tfra,  Railroad  fires)  — 
Proximate  cause,  949 
Instructions,  1008-1010 
Insurance  — 
Railrcmd  as  having  insurable  inter- 
est in  adjoining  property,  985 
Bieht  of  action  as  affected  by  in- 
surance, 953 
Interference  wiUi  extinguishment  of 
fires —  V 
Active  or  passive  uiterferenee, 
1012 

Contributory  negligence  as  affect- 
ing liability,  1012 

Operation  of  railroads  and  street 
railway,  1010 

Passive  interference,  1012 

Pleading,  1010 

Proximate  cause  of  injury,  1010 
Railroad    property  olratructing 

firemen,  1010 
Street  raflway  property  obstruct- 
ing firemen,  1010 
Jurisdiction  in  actions  against  rail- 
roads, 1003 
Jury  — 

Negligence  as  question  for  jury, 
942 

Province  of  jury,  958 

Location  of  property  as  contribut- 
ing to  injury  by  fire,  973 

Locomotives,  see  infra,  Railroad  fires 

Manufacturer's  duty  to  use  proper 
appliances,  956 

Market  value  as  evidence  of  dam- 
age, 960 

Master  and  servant  — 
liability  for  servant's  acts,  942 
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VIRES  ~-eontmued 
Uaster  and  serrant  —  continued 
M^igenee  of  servant  imputable 

to  master,  077 
Mortgagor's  right  to  ane  for  Are 
damage,  952 
Natural  forces  as  independent  effi- 
cient cause,  948 
Negligence  (see  also  supra.  Contrib- 
utory negligence^  infra.  Proxi- 
mate cause)  — 
Basis  of  lifUiility,  940 
Burden  of  proof,  986 
Care  required  in  setting  out  fires, 
943-945 

Communication  of  fire  as  eridenee 
of  negligence,  987-993 

Contributory  negligence,  950 

Contributory  negligence  as  ft)  rail- 
road fires,  972-977 

Eztinguisbment  of  fire,  962 

Interference  with  extinguishment 
of  fire,  1010-1013 

Presumptions,  955,  986-993 

Proof  of  negligence  causing  rail- 
road fire,  98 

Proof  require4,  955-956 

Trespasser's  liability  regardless  of 
negligence,  942 

Question  for  jury,  942 

Bulroad  fireSf  961 

Railroad  fires  as  prima  facie  evi- 
dence of  ne^igenee,  981 

Res  ipsa  loquitur,  956 

Statutory  liability  of  railroads  ir- 
respective of  negligence,  978- 
986 

Violation  of  law  as  negligence, 
970 

Oil  escaping  as  proximate  cause,  949 
Parent's  liability  for  act  of  diild, 

943 
Parties  — 

Action  against  railroads,  1004 

Mortg:agor's  right  to  sue,  952 
Penalties  for  causing  fires,  951-952 
Personal  injuries  — 

Attempting  to  protect  property 
from  fire,  949 

Contributory  negligoiee,  850 
Pleading  — 

Actions  against  rulroads,  1005 

Actions  for  injuries  caused  by 
fin,  954 


FIRES  —  eontmued 
Pleading  —  continued 
Interference  with  extingnishmcnt 

of  fires,  1010-1013 
Variance,  1006 
Prairie  fires  — 
Precautims  to  prev^t  injniy, 
056 

Statutory  liability,  951 
Presumptions  — 

N^ligence,  955 

Shifting  burden  of  proof,  990 
Principal  and  agent  — 

Liability  for  agent's  acts,  942 

Railroad  as  liable  for  agent's  acts, 
963 

Province  of  court  and  jury,  1007 
Proximate  cause  — 
Application  of  doctrine  generally, 
945-048 

Contributory  negligoiee  oi  person 

injured,  950 
Forces  of  nature  as  effloent  cause, 

948 

Inflammable  materials  exposed  to 
fire,  949 

Injuries  in  attempting  to  protect 
property  from  fire,  949 

Interference  with  eztinguisbment 
of  fire,  1010 

Natural  forces  as  efficient  cause, 
948 

Oil  discharged  into  watereounes, 

etc.,  949 
Railroad  fires,  971 
Spread  of  fire  by  wind,  948 
Statutory  liability  of  railroads  ir- 
respective of  proximate  cause, 
983 

Time  as  breaking  causal  connec- 
tion, 947 

Water  as  intervening  agency  in 
spreading  btpiiing  oil,  949 

Weather  conditions  as  independ- 
ent effident  cause,  048 

Wind  as  independent  cause,  948 
Questions  of  law  and  fact  — 

Negligence,  942 

Origin  of  fire,  958 

Railroad  fires,  907 
Railroad  fires  ^see  also  infra,  Statu- 
tory liability  of  railroads)  — 

Actions  for  damages,  1003-1010 

Admissibility  of  evidence,  993- 
1000 

Admissions  and  deehrations,  994 
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TIRES —  continued 

Railroad  fires  —  continued 
Adoption  of  improvements,  967 
Agent's  negligence,  963 
Buildings  on  right  of  way,  970 
Burden  of  proof,  986 
Canadian  government  as  liable  for 

damages,  981 
Care  to  prevent  fires,  962 
Circumstantial  evidence,  994-996 
Communication  of  fire  as  evidence 

of  negligence,  987-993 
Concurrence  of  caosea,  971 
Condition  of  locomotive  as  evi- 
dence of  negligence,  998 
Condition  of  property,  973 
Construction  of  apparatus,  965- 
967 

Contractual  exemption  from  lia- 
bility for  negligence,  978 
Contributory  negligence,  972-977 
Contributory  negligence  as  aftect* 

ing  statutory  liability,  983 
Damages,  1000-1003 
Detective  apparatus^  965-967 
Degree  of  care  required,  962,  964 
Duty  to  extinguish  fires,  062 
Equipment,  965-967 
Exceptions  to  statutory  liability, 
982 

Expert  and  opinion  evidence,  994 

Extinguishment  of  fires,  962 

Failure  to  extinguish  fire,  972 

Failure  to  protect  property  against 
seen  danger,  976 

Form  of  action,  1003 

Inflammable  materials  on  or  near 
right  of  way,  968-970 

Infiammable  materials  on  prem- 
ises injured,  973 

Instructions  to  jury,  1008-1010 

Insurable  interest  in  property 
along  road,  985 

Jurisdiction  in  action  for  dam- 
ages, 1003 

Lease  of  road  as  affecting  liabil- 
ity, 964 

Licensee's  acts,  064 

limitations  of  statutory  liability, 
982 

limiting  liability  for  ne^igenei^ 
978 

Location  of  property,  973,  984 
Management  of  engines,  967 
Measure  of  damages,  1000 
Mitigation  of  damages,  1001 


FIRES  —  continued 

Railroad  fires  —  continued 

Nature  of  property  injured  as  af- 
fecting statutory  liability,  984 

Negligence  as  basis  of  liability, 
961-963 

Operation  of  engines,  967 

Operation  of  locomotive  showing 
negligence,  998 

Origin  of  fire  shown  by  circum- 
stances, 994-996 

Other    fires    caused    by  other 
engines,  996 

Other  fires  uniting  to  cause  injuzy, 
971-972 

Parties  to  action,  1004 

Pleading,  1005 

Presumption,  986-993 

Presumption  of  n^Iigencft  986- 
993  . 

Proof  of  negligence,  998 
Proximate  cause,  971,  083 
Repair  of  apparatus,  965-967 

Res  gestaj,  994 

Rules  of  railroad  eompany  as  evi- 
dence, 1000 
Secondary  evidence,  994 
Servant's  negligence  imputable  to 

property  owner,  977 
Shifting  burden  of  proof,  990 
Speed  of  trains  as  negligence,  970 
Statutory  liability  irrespective  of 

negligence,  978-986 
Train  sheets  as  evidence,  1000 
Usages  and  customs  in  evidence, 
999 

Use  of  property,  973 
Variance,  1006 
Venue  of  actions,  1003 
Violation  of  law  as  evidence  of 

negligence,  998 
Violation  of  law  as  negligence,  070 
Weight  of  evidence,  993-1000 
Remote  cause,  see  supr%  Proximate 
cause 

Res  ipsa  loquitur,  956 
Spread  of  fire  by  wind,  948 
Statutes  — 
Construction  of  statntes  imposing 

liability  on  railroads,  982 
Criminal  liability  for  fires,  951- 
952 

Imposition  of  liability  for  damage 

by  fire,  950-952 
Limitation  of  statutory  liability 

on  railroads,  982 


Digitized  by 


1236 


INDEX 


FIEES  — c<m«mei 
Statutes  —  eontvtued 

Railroad  fire  as  prima  facie  evi- 
dence of  aegtigence,  981 

Railroads  liable  for  fires  irrespec- 
tive of  negligence,  978-986 
Statutory  liability  of  railroads  (see 
also  supra,  Railroad  fires), — 

Absolute  liability  imposed  by  stat- 
ute, 978-982 

Constitutionality  of  statutes,  979 

Construction  of  statutes,  982 

Contributory  negligence  as  affect- 
ing liability,  983 

Exceptions  to  statutory  liability, 
982 

Fire  as  prima  facie  evidence  of 

negligPDce,  981 
Insurable   interest   in  property 

along  road,  985 
Limitation  of  statutory  liability, 

982 

Location  of  property  injured  as 

affecting  liability,  984 
Nature  of  proptaty  injured  as 

affecting  liabUity,  983 
Negligence  dispensed  with,  97fr- 

982 

Negligence  inferred  from  fact  of 
fire,  981 

Origin  of  fires  as  determining  lia- 

bUity,  987 
pTfcSumption  as  to  cause  of  fire, 

987 

Proximate  cause  not  element  of 
liab.'Mty,  983 
Steamboats  causing  fire,  971 
Steam  engines,  see  supra.  Railroad 

fires 
Torts  — 

Assignability  of  cause  of  action, 
952 

Indivisibility  of  cause  of  action, 

052 

Trees  and  timber,  see  supra.  Forest 

fires 
Trespassers,  942 
Usages  and  customs,  999 
Use  of  property  as  contributing  to 

injury  by  fire,  973 
Value,  market  value  as  evidence  of 

damage,  980 
Venue  in  actions  against  railroads, 

10O3 

Violation  of  law  as  evidence  of  neg- 
ligence, 998 


FIRES  —  continued 
Violation  of  law  as  negligence,  942, 
970 

Water  as  intervening  agency  in 
spreading  burning  oil,  949 

Weatber  conditions  as  independmt 
efficient  cause,  948 

Wind  as  independent  efBcient  cause, 
948 

Woods  and  forests,  see  supra,  Forest 

firffl 

FISH  AND  FISHEBrES  — 

Abatement  of  nuisance  interfering 

with  right  of  fishery,  1039 
Actions  for  injury  to  right  of  fish- 
ery, 1036 
Animals  fene  natnrsB,  1015 
Catching  fish,  see  infra,  Regutation 

of  fishing 
Clams,  see  infra,  Shell  fish 
Common  fishery,  1019 
Criminal  prosecutions,  1054 
Customary  right  to  fish,  1026 
Definition,  1019 

Discrimination  in  regulation  of  fish- 
ing, 1045-1047 

Exclusive  fishery,  1019 

Forfeiture  of  fishing  apparatus, 
1053 

Free  fishery,  1019 

Grant  of  exclusive  right  to  fish,  1025 
Injunction  to  protect  right  of  fish- 
ery, 1040 
Injury  to  right  of  fishery  — 
Abatement  of  nuisance,  1039 
Actionable  wrong,  1036 
Injunction    to    prevent  injury, 
1040 

Navigation    of    publie  waters, 
1036-1039 

Trespass  as  remedy,  1039 
Interstate  commerce  as  affected  by  , 

regulation  of  fishing,  1045 
Lakes  and  ponds  as  subject  to  pub- 
lic fishing,  1030 
Licenses  to  fish,  1049 
Municipal  regulation  of  fishing,  1044 
Navigable  waters,  see  infra,  Waters 
Navigation  as  affecting  right  of 

fishery,  103&-1039 
Nonresidents  discriminated  against 

by  regulations,  1046 
Nuisance  interfering  with  right  of 

fishery,  1039 
Ownership  of  fish,  1015-1017 
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PISH  AND  FISHERIES— co»f*n«tf3 
Ownership  of  soil  as  affecting  fish- 
eries, 1021 
Oysters,  see  infra,  Shell  fish 
Possession  of  fish  as  regulated  by 

law,  1052 
PreseriptioQ,  see  supra.  Right  to  fish 
Private  waters,  see  infra,  Waters 
Property  in  fish,  1015-1017 
Property  right  in  fishery,  1019 
Regolation  of  fishing— 
Criminal  prosecutions,  1054 
Ddeg&ti<m  of  power  to  board  or 

commission,  1042 
Discriminatory  r^rulations,  1045- 
1047 

Exercise   of  regulatory  power, 
1042 

Forfeitore  of  fishing  apparatus, 

1053 

Interference  with  interstate  com- 
merce, 1045 
Licenses  to  fish,  1049 
Manner  of  catching  fish,  1051 
Municipal  regulation,  1043 
Obstruction  to  passage  of  fish, 
1048 

Possession  of  fish,  1052 

Power  of  state,  1041 

Sale  of  fish,  1052 

SbeU  fish,  1054-1056 

Size  of  fish  to  he  caught,  1051 

Time  to  catch  fish,  1050 

Waters  as  subject  to  regulation, 

1047* 
Right  to  fish  — 
Common-law  doctrine,  1021-1023 
Constitutional  objeetiona  to  ex- 

eliuive  grants,  1026 
Custom  giving  azelnsive  right, 

1026 

Extraterritorial  waters,  1029 
Fishery  distinguished,  1019 
Grant  of  exclusive  right,  1025 
Injury  to  right,  1036-1040 
Navigable  streams  aa  subject  to 

public  right,  1029 
Prescriptive  right,   W23f  1024, 

1026 

Private  waters,  1032-1035 
Rule  in  United  States,  1023 
Use  of  shore,  1028 
Waters  as  state  line,  1029 
Biparian  owner's  nght  to  fish, 
1034 

Sale  of  fish  regulated  by  law,  1052 
Bevaial  fishery,  1019 


FISH  AND  FISHERIES— eoMMMwd 
Shell  fish  — 
Fishery  rights  as  applisable  to 

sheU  fish,  1031 
Planting  shell  fish  as  creating 

property  rights,  1017-1018 
Plantmg  shell  fiah  as  intofexvnoe 
jnth  property  rights,  1017- 

Regulation  of  taking  and  markpt- 
ing,  1054-1056 
Shore,  use  of,  in  fishing,  1028 
Size  of  fish  to  be  eangbt,  1651 
Time  of  fishing  aa  aiuje^  of  regnla- 

tion,  1050 
Trespass  for  injury  to  right  of 

fishery.  1039 
Use  of  ahore  in  fishing,  1028 
Waters  — 
Navigati<m  as  affecting  nAt  of 

fishery^  1036-1039 
Ownership   of  fl^   in  private 

waters,  1016 
Poblic  right  in  private  watera, 

1034r-1035 
Right  to  fi^  in  lakes  and  ptrnds, 
1030 

Right  to  fish  in  navigabla  waters, 

1029 

Right  to  fish  in  private  wators, 

1032-1035 
Riparian  owner's  rights,  1034 


FIXTURES  — 

Agreranent  as  determining  ebaractor 

of  fixture,  1064r-1066 
Annexation  as  test  id  fixture,  1060- 

1062 

Articles  becoming  fixtures  — 

Buildings,  1081-1085 

Desk  in  office,  1075 

Dwelling  house  fixtures,  1077 

Fences,  1075 

Fruit  trees,  1075 

Machinery,  1085-1091 

Manure,  1080 

Railroad  property,  1079 

Shrubbery,  1075 

Store  fixtures,  1075 

Tenant's  annexations,  1076 

Theater   curtains,   scenery  and 
chairs,  1075 
Boilers  and  engines  as  fixtures,  1089 
Buildings  as  fixtures,  1081-1085 
Contracts  relating  to  fixturea,  106A* 

1066 
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FIXTURES  —  continued 
Criteria  and  elements  — 
Adaptaticm  to  intended  nse,  1061 
Agreement  as  controlling,  1064- 
1066 

Annexation  to  realty,  1060-1062 
Intoition  in  ma&ing  annesiation^ 

1062-1064 
Purpose  of  annexation,  1061 
Severance  of  flxtnres,  1066 
Tests  generally,  1059 

Definitions,  106S 

Detinne  to  reeover  flxtnres,  1091 

DweUing  house  fixtures,  1077-1079 

Elements,  see  supra.  Criteria  and 
dements 

Engines  as  fixtures,  10S9 

Factory  madiinery  as  fixtures,  1090 

Fences  as  fixtures,  1075 

Heir's  right  as  i^^ainst  personsl  rep- 
resentative 1068 

Instances  of  fixtures,  see  supra, 
Articles  beeoming  fixtures 

^tention  as  test  of  fixture,  1062- 
1064 

Landlord  and  tenant — 
Articles  annexed  for  domestic  eon- 

venienee,  1069 
Articles  subject  to  removal  by 

tenant,  1076 
Buildings  ereeted  by  tenant,  1082 
Contract  affecting  tenant's  rights, 

1070 

New  lease  as  affecting  right  of  re- 
moval, 1072 

Ornamental  fixtures,  1069 

Removal  by  tenant,  1070-1073 

Trade  fixtures,  1069 

Life  tenant's  rights  as  against  r&< 
mainderman,  1070 
Machinery  as  fixtures,  1085-1091 
Manure  as  fixture,  1080 
Mortgagor's  right  as  against  mort- 
gagee, 1073 
Particular  instances  of  fixtures,  see 

snpra,  Articles  becoming  fixtures 
Pfflsonal  representative's  right  as 

against  heir,  1068 
Province  of  court  and  jury  as  to 

fixtures,  1092 
Purpose  of  annexation  as  teat  of 

fixture,  1061 
Questions  of  law  and  faet  as  to 

fixtures,  1092 
Railroad  fixtures,  1079 


FIXTURES  —  amtimui 
Bdation  oi  parties  as  fix- 
tures— 

Heir  and  personal  rspnsentatmh 
1068 

Landlord  and  tenant,  1069-1073 
life  tenants  and  remaindermen, 
1070 

Mortgagor  and  mortgi^ie^  1073 

Vendor  and  purchaser,  1068 
Remainderman's  rights  as  against 

life  tenant,  1070 
Remedies   for  wrongful  removal, 

1091 

Removal  of  fixtures  — 
Articles  rwiovable  by  tenant,  1076 
Inheroit  right  of  ownsnfaip,  1066 
Remedies,  1091 

Tenant's  right  as  against  land- 
lord, 1071-1073 
Replevin  to  reeover  fixtures,  1091 
Severance  of  fixtures,  1066 
Tests  of  fixtures,  see  supra,  Criteria 

and  elemaits 
Thii^  beeomii^  fixtures,  see  supra, 

Articles  becoming  fixtures 
Use  of  article  as  test  of  fixture,  1061 
Vendor's  right  as  sgainst  purchaser, 

1068 

FOOD  — 

Actions  — 
Damages  for  sale  of  unwholesome 

food,  1118 
Ifanufacturer'a  liability  to  retailer 

or  consumer,  1122 
N^Iigenee  as  bans  of  liability  for 

fnmia^ng  unwholescone  food, 

1119 
Adulteration  — 
Addition  of  foreign  substances, 

1104r-U05 
Definiticm  by  food  and  drugs  act, 

1104 

Legislative  definition,  1098 
Milk,  1104 

Municipal  authcnity  to  prevent, 
1104 

Poisonous  substances  in  food,  1104 
Police  power  to  prohibit,  1104 
Preservatives  in  food  artides,  1105 
Standards  of  purity  of  milk,  1111 
Agen^,  see  infra.  Principal  and 
agent 

Animals  injured  by  foreign  sub- 
stance in  food,  1119 
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FOOD  —  eontintud 
Boards  of  health  — 
Power  to  make  regolations,  1098 
PresamptioD  in  favor  of  Icfiality 

of  aetion,  1101 
Time  to  msMa  regulations  aa  post- 
poning operation  of  statute, 
1102 

Branding,  see  infra,  Labeling  or 
branding 

Bread   as  subject  of  regulation, 

1115-1U7 
Caveat  emptor  in  sales  of  food, 

1119-U20,  1122 
Civil  liability,  see  supra,  Aetions; 

infra.  Sales 
Commerce  — 

Food  and  drugs  aet  aa  withia 
ecHumeree  elanse  of  eonstitnticm, 
1102 

Food  laws  as  r^ulation  of  com- 
merce, 1099 
Prohibiting  importation  of  oleo- 
margarine, 1114 
Condiments  as  included  in  food,  1108 
Confectionery  as  indaded  in  food, 
1108 

Confiscation  of  nnwholesoma  food, 

U25-1128 
Constitutional  law  — 

Baking  powder  treated  as  a  class, 
1097 

Classification  of  articles  of  food, 
1097 

Delegation  of  police  power  to  mu- 
nicipality, 1097 

Milk  treated  as  a  class,  1097 

Police  power,  1104 

Statutes  relating  to  particular  ar- 
ticles, 1097 

Subject  of  statute  expressed  in 
title,  1098 

Validity  of  food  laws  in  general, 
1095 

Criminal  liability  — 
Agent's  sales,  1130 
Comoion-law  rule,  1128 
Early  English  statutes,  1121 
Evidence,  1132 

Indictment  or  information,  1131 
Intent,  1128-1129 
Jurisdiction,  1131 
Knowledge  or  intent,  1128-1129 
Persons  responsible,  1130 
Sales  to  dealers,  1131 
Damages  for  sale  of  snwhalaBome 
food,  1118 


FOOD  —  eonHnued 

Definition  of  food,  1108 

Destruction  of  unwholesome  food, 
1125-U28 

Dtink  as  included  in  food,  1108 

Evidence,  see  supra,  Criminal  lia- 
bility; infra,  Judicial  notice 

False  labels,  see  infra.  Labeling  or 
branding 

Federal  authority  to  enact  food  regu- 
lations, 1098 
Food  and  drugs  act  — 

Adulteration  defined,  1104 

Forfeitures,  1125-1128 

Labeling   or   branding  require- 
ments, 1106-1108 

Package  defined,  1108 

Seizure  and  destructirai  of  prop- 
erty, 1125-1128 
Food  commissioners,  presumption  in 

favor  of  legality  of  aetion,  1101 
Food  defined,  1108 
Forfeiture  for  violaU(m  of  food  laws, 

1125-1128 
Fraud  and  deceit,  Prevention,  1105 
Health  (see  also  supra,  Boards  of 
health)  — 

Food  laws  as  health  regulation, 
1096 

Hotelkeeper*s  liability  for  unwhole- 
some food,  1118-1119 
Imitations  prohibited,  1105 
Implied  warranty  of  quality,  1120, 
1122 

Injunction  to  restrain  acts  of  food 
commissioner,  1101 

Innkeeper's  liability  for  unwhole- 
some food,  1118-1121 

Inspection  laws,  1102 

Intent  as  affecting  criminal  liability, 
1128-1129 

Interstate  commerce,  see  supra,  Com- 
merce 

Judicial  notice  as  to  wholesomeness 
of  food  articles,  1097 

Knowled^  as  affecting  criminal  lia- 
bUity,  1128-1129 

Labeling  or  branding 
Compounded  articles,  1106 
Constitutionality  of  statutes,  1106 
Ingredients  recited  on  label,  1106 
Misbranding,  1107 
Oleomargarine,  1114-1115 
Penalty  for  false  labels,  1107 
Quantity  contained  in  package, 
1106-1107 
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FOOD  —  continued 
Licensee  as  regulatory  measure,  1102 
Marking,  see  snpra,  Labeling  or 
branding 

Meat  as  subject  of  regulation,  1117 
MUk  — 

Constitutionality  of  "litfe  regula- 
tions, 1097 

Inspection  of  milk  cows,  1102 

Legislative  definition  of  adultera- 
tion, 1098 

License  required  to  sell  milk,  1102 

Municipal   authority   to  license 
milk  dealers,  1102 

Ordinances   r^fulating   sale  of 
milk,  1101 

Power  to  regulate  sale  and  dis- 
tribution, 1109-1111 

Pure  milk,  1104 

Standards  of  purity,  1111 

Tuberculin  test,  1112 
Misbranding,  see  supra,  labeling  or 

branding 
Municipal  corporations  — 

Adulteration  ordinances,  1104 

Authority  to  enact  food  r^ola- 
liona,  1100 

Delegation  of  police  power  to  mu- 
nicipality, 1097 

Licensing  milk  dealers,  1102 

Ordinances  conflicting  with  state 
law,  1101 
Negligence  as  basis  of  liability  for 

furnishing  unwholesome  food,  1119 
Oleoma^rine  — 

Color  regulated  by  law,  1114 

Definition,  1112 

Marking  or  branding,  1114-1115 

Prohibition  of  manufacture  or 
sale,  U13-1114 

Regulations  to  prevent  fraud,  1112 

State  power  to  prohibit  importa- 
tion, 1114 
Particular  regulations  — 

Branding,  1106 

Coloring  oleomargarine,  1114 

Fraud  prevented,  1105 

Imitations  prohibited,  1105 

Impositions  prohibited,  1105 

Inspection  laws,  1102 

LabeUng,  U06 

licensing  dealers,  1102 

Protection  of  food  from  dirt  and 
flies,  1103 

Registration  of  dealers,  1102 


FOOT)  ~  continued 
Patented  articles  as  within  food 
.  laws,  1109 

Penalties  for  violation  of  food  laws, 

1125 

Poisons,  see  supra,  Adulteration 
Police  power,  see  supra,  Cimstitn- 

tional  law 
Preservatives,  see  snpra,  Adultera- 
tion 

Principal's   crimutal   liability  for 

sales  made  by  agent,  1130 
Public  health,  see  supra,  Health 
Purity  of  food,  see  supra,  Adultera- 
tion 

Registration  as  mode  of  rwulation, 
1102 

Regulations,  see  supra.  Particular 
regulations 

Restaurant  keeper's  liability  for  un- 
wholesome food,  lllB-1119 

Retailer's  liability  for  sealed  pack- 
ages, 1124 

Sales  — 

Articles  in  sealed  packages,  1122- 
1124 

Caveat  emptor,  1122 

Caveat  emptor  as  applicable  to 

sales  of  food,  1119-1120 
Damages  for  sale  of  uniriKdesome 

food,  1118 
Implied  warranty  as  to  articles 

purchased  for  resale,  1122 
Implied  warranty  of  quality,  1120 
Purchase  for  rraale  distinguished 

from  purchase  for  eonsnmption, 

U22 

Sealed  packages— 
Manufacturer's   liability,  1122- 
1124 

Retailer's  liability,  1124 

Seizure  and  destruction  of  nn^tde- 
8ome  food,  1125-1128 

State  authority  to  enact  food  re- 
lations, 1098 

Statutes  — 
Construction  of  food  laws,  1101 
Subject  expressed  in  title,  1098 
Time  of  taking  effect,  1102 

Tuberculin  test  for  miOc,  1112 

United  States,^  authority  to  enaek 
food  regulations,  1098 

Vinegar  as  subject  of  regnlatioft, 
U18 

Violation  of  law  as  negligmoo,  1121 
Warranty  as  to  quality,  1126 
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TOBCIBUB     ENTBT    Ain>  DE- 
TAINER— 

Aetaal  possession  as  essaDtuU,  1142^ 

U46-114S 
Cominon4aw  doctrine  u  to  fordble 

entrieB,  1136 
Constrnetive  poapo—ion,  1142, 1146- 

1148 

Corporate  officer  as  holding  for  cor- 
poration, 1147 
Criminal  proceedings,  1183-1184 
Damages,  1180 
Defendanto,  1171-1174 
Defenses,  1175-1177 
Definitions,  1135 

Demand  as  essential  to  action,  1169 
Detainer — 

Effect  of  forcible  detainer,  1140 

Element  of  right  of  action,  1164 
Duration  of  possession,  1151-1152 
Easements  not  leeoverable,  11^ 
Ejectment  as  affected  by  recoTeij 

in  forcible  entry  and  detainer. 

1143 

Elements  essential  to.  r^t  of 
tion  — 
Detainer,  1164 
Force,  1157 

Forcible  expulsion  after  peaceable 

entry,  1162 
Menaces  and  ^splay  force, 

1160-1162 
Threats,  1160-1162 
.  Violence  to  person  or  property, 

1158-1162 
Entry  — 
Character  of  force  and  completion 

of  entry,  1163 
Forcible  cxpnlsion  after  peaceable 

entry,  1162 
Purpose  of  forcible  entry,  1163 
Reservation  of  right  in  lease^  1140 
Bight  of  possession  as  jostifying 
forcible  entry,  1138 
Eviction  under  jucUcial  process,  1154 
Evidence,  1177 

Force  as  essential  to  rig^t  of  action, 
1157 

Httsband  and  vife,  see  infra.  Posses- 
sion 

Incomplete  possession,  1150 
Indictments,  1183 
Joint  possession,  1149 
Judgment,  1178 

Judgments  in  forcible  entry  and  de- 
tainer as  affecting  ejectment,  1143 


FORCIBLE    ENTRY    AND  DE- 
TAINER —  emfMHtni 
Jurisdiction,  1167-1169 
Landlord  and  tenant— 
Reservation  of  rifl^  of  entty,  1140 
Tenant's  zifl^  to  maintain  aetiiHi, 
U48 

Loss  of  poBsessicm,  1152-1154 

Menaces  as  essential  to  rijriit  of  ac- 
tion, U60-1162 

Nature  and  purpose  of  acticai  — 
Effect  of  statutes,  1144 
Possessory  ehwacter  of  action, 
1142-U44 

Notice  or  demand  as  essential  to  ac- 
tion, 1169 

Occupant^  distingnidied  from  pos- 
session, 1146-1148 

Parties,  1170-1174 

Plaintiflb,  1170 

Pleading,  1174-1175 

Policy  of  statutes,  1137 


Acts  constituting  possession,  1156- 
1157 

Actual   possession   as  essential, 

1142,  1146-11'18 
Agent  as  hdding  for  principal, 

1147 

Constmetive    posses8i<m,  1142, 

1146-1148 
Corporate  officer  as  holdii^  for 

corporation,  1147 
Duration  of  possession,  1151-1152 
Eviction  under  judiekl  process, 

1154 

Force  in  defending  lawfid  posses- 
ion, 1140 
Incomplete  possession,  1150 
Joint  possession,  1149 
Landlord  and  tenant,  1148 
Loss  of  possession,  1152-1154 
Married  woman's  possession,  1147 
Occupancy  distinguished,  1146 
Period  of  possession  as  affecting 

right,  1146 
Relationship  of  parties,  1146 
Right  of  possession  as  affecting 

forcible  entry,  1138-1139 
Scrambling  possession,  1150 
Trespasser  in  possession,  1147 
What  constitutes  possession,  1145- 
1151 

Principal  and  agent,  possession  of 
agent  as  possession  of  principal, 
1147 
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FOBCIBLE    ENTRY    AND  DE- 
TAINER —  continued 
Proeesa,  1174 

Property  recoverable,  1141 
Purpose  of  action^  see  snpia,  Nature 

and  purpose  of  actum 
Restitution,  1181 
Scrambling  poaaeasion,  USO 
Service  of  proeeBs,  1174 
Statutory  wigio  of  proeewliafc  1136 


FORCIBLE    ENTRT    AND  DE- 
TAINER —  conttMMd 
Sunmums,  1174 

Threats  as  giving  li^t  of  aetioa, 

1160-1162 
Trespasser  in  posseadMi,  Utf 
Violence  to  penm  or  proper^  as 

eaeential  to  right  of  aetioo,  US^ 
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